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Chromologt  of  "  The  Parliamentary  Debates." 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  contains  all  thatx^n  be  (vllected  of  the  Legislatire 
History  of  this  oonntry  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XVIIIth  Centary  (1803),  36  %'ol8. 
The  chief  Mmroen  whence  thene  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitntional  History,  24  vols.  ; 
Sir  Simondfl  D*Ewes'  Journal ;  rebates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621  ;  Chandler  and 
Timberland^s  Debate^  22  vols. ;  Grev's  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694,  10  vols.  ; 
AImon*t  Debates,  24  vols.  ;  Debrett  s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  I'apers ;  Debates  in 
ParliaaMnt  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &o.,  &o. 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  oootenU  are 
set  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 
OONQUEST  to  34  GEO.  11-1066  to  1760. 

Vol  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  34  Geo.  II. 

1066-1760 

EEION  OF  OEOBOE  111-1760  to  1820. 

Vol.  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 

1760-1800 

(First  Parliament.) 

Vol  35    41  Geo.  Ill 1801 

—    36    42        —      1802 

(Second  Parliament.) 
Vol  36    42  Geo.  Ill 18023 


DEBATES. 
Pint  SericM. 

(Second  Parliament — continued,) 

Vol    1    k    2.. .44  Geo.  Ill 1803  4 

—  3  to    5. ..45  —       1805 

—  6   &    7. ..46         —       1806 

(Third  Paruament.) 
Vol.     8&    9.. .47    Geo.  Ill 1806-7 

(Fourth  Paruament.) 

Vol  9  to  11. ..48    Geo.  Ill 1807-8 

_  12  — 14.. .49         —      1809 

—  15  — 17. ..50         —      1810 

—  18  — 20.. .51  —      ...   1810-11 

—  21— 23.. .52         —       1812 


(Fifth  Parliament.) 

Vol  24  to  26... 53  Geo.  III.  ... 

—  27  &  28.. .54  —       ... 

—  29  to  31.  ..55  — 

—  32  — 34. ..56  —       ... 

—  35  &  36. ...57  —       ... 

—  37  — 38.. .58  —       ... 


1812-13 
1813-14 
1814-15 
..  1816 
..  1817 
..     1818 


(Sixth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  Sc  40.. .59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

—  41    60         —       ...   181920 

Second  Series. 

BEiaN  07  OEOBaE  IV.-1823  to  1833 

(Seventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.  1  to  3...  1  Geo.  IV 1820 

—  4  &  5...  2         —      1821 

_  6—  7...  3          —       1822 

—  8—  9...  4         —       1823 

—  10  —  11...  5  —       1824 

—  12  —  13...  6         —       1825-6 

—  14  —  15...  7         —       1826 


(Eighth  Parliament.) 

Vol  16  7  Geo.  IV 

—  17  8    —   .... 

—  18  «fe  19...  9    —   .... 

—  20— 21. ..10    —   .... 

—  22  to  25. ..11    — 


1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 


TbM  Series. 
BEION  OF  WILLIAM  ZV.-1830  to  1837 

(Ninth  Parliament.) 
Vol.    1    to    3...  1  Will.  rv. 18301 


Vol, 


(Tenth  Parliament.) 

4  to    S...  2  WiLU  IV.  ... 
9_  14...  3         — 


1831 
1832 


(Eleventh  Parliament.) 

Vol.  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 

—  21  —  25...  5         —      


1833 
1834 


(Twelfth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV 

—  31  —  35...  7    — 

—  36  —  38.  .  8    —   


1835 
1836 
1837 
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BEiaN  OF  VIOTOBIA-1887  to  1901. 

(Thirteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  39  to  44...  1  Victoria  1838 

—  45—  60...  2        ^-        1839 

-.  51  —  55...  3        —        1840 

—  56  _  58...  4  —  (a)  1841 


(Fourteenth  Parliament.) 


Vol. 


59  

60  to  65... 
66—  71... 
72  —  76... 

77—  82... 

83  —  oo... 


4  Victoria 

5  — 

6  — 

7  — 

8  — 

9  — 


—  89—  94.. .10    — 


(b)  1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

(a)  1847 


(FiFi-EENTH  Parliament.) 

Vol.   95    10  Victoria     (b)  1847 

—  96  to  101. ..11    —    1848 

—  102— 107. ..12  —    1849 

—  108  -113.. .13  —    1850 

—  114— 118.. .14  —    1851 

—  119— 122.. .15  —  (a)  1852 

(Sixteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  123    15  Victoria  (b)  1852 

—  124  to  129.. .16    —    1853 

—  130— 135.. .17    —    1854 

—  136— 139.. .18    —    1855 

—  140— 143.. .19    —    1856 

—  144  20    —  (a)  1857 

(Seventeenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  1 45  to  1 47 ...  20  Victoria     (b)  1 857 

—        1858 

—  (a)  1859 


—  148—151  ..21 

—  152— 153.. .22 


(Eighteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  1 54  to  1 55 ...  22  Victoria  (b)  1 859 

—  156— 160.. .23  —    1860 

—  161  —164. ..24  —    1861 

—  165— 168.. .25  —         1862 

_  169— 172. ..26  —    1863 

—  173— 176.. .27  —    1864 

—  177 —180.. .28  —    1865 

(Nineteenth  Parlument.) 

Vol.  181  to  184.. .29  VicrroRLi   1866 

—  185— 189.. .30        —        1867 

—  190— 193.. .31        —        ...1867-8 

(TwENTjBm  Paruament.) 

Vol.  194  to  198.. .32  Victoria  ...  1868-9 

—  199— 203.. .33    —  1870 

„  204— 208.. .34    —  1871 

—  209— 213.. .35    —  1872 

—  214— 217.. .36    —  1873 


(Twenty-First  Parlument*) 

Vol.  218  to  221.  ..37  Victoria    1874 

—  222— 226. ..38  —    1875 

—  227— 231. ..39  —    1876 

—  232— 236. ..40  —    1877 

—  237— 242. ..41  —    1878 

—  243— 249. ..42  —  ...1878-9 

—  250  &  251.  ..43  —  (a)  1880 

(Twenty-Second  Parliament.) 

Vol.  252  to  256.. .43  Victoria  (b)  1880 

—  257  — 1!6{)...44  —    1881 

—  266— 273.. .45  —  (a)  1882 

—  274  &  275.. .45  —  (b)  1882 

—  276  to  283. ..46  —    1883 

—  284— 292. ..47  —    1884 

—  293— 301. ..48  —  ...1884-5 

(Twenty-Third  Parliament.) 
Vol.  302  to  307... 49  Victoria     (a)  1886 

(Twenty- Fourth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  308  &  309. ..49  Victoria  (b)  1886 

—  310  to  321.  ..50        —         1887 

—  322— 332. ..51         —         1888 

—  333— 340. ..52         —         1889 

_   341  —348.. .53        —         1890 

—  349— 356... 54         -  ...1890-1 

Fourth  Series. 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament — cont.) 
Vol.      1  to     6... 55  Victoria  1892 

(T^VENTY-FIFTH  PARLIAMENT.) 

Vol.     7    56  Victoria  1892 

—  8  to  21. ..57        —         ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29. ..57         —         1894 

_      30—  35. ..58         —         1895 


Vol. 


(Tw^NTY-SlXTH   PaRLL^MENT.) 

36     59  Vktouia  1895 


37  to  44... 59 
45  __  52... CO 
53"-  65... 01 
66—  7G...G-2 

77    63 

78—  83. ..63 
84    ...    63<fe64 
85— 87. ..64 


1895-6 
...1897 
...1898 
...1899 
...1899 
...1900 
...1900 
...1900 


9  « 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament.) 
Vol.   88 64  Victoria     1900 

EEIGN  OF  EDWAED  VH. 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament— (ron/.) 

Vol.    89 1  Edward  VII.. ..1901 

—  90  to  100    1        —  ...1901 

—  101     ...     1  i\:.  2    —  ...1902 

—  102  to  106  2         --  ...1902 


HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

OF  STATE,  Etc. 


THE   CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  Lord  Privy  Seal Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  SALISBURY,  K.G. 

Lord  President  of  the  Council His  Grace  the  Duke  of  DeVONSHIEs,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Ht.  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsbury. 

Kirst  Lord  of  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  ARTHUR  J.  BALFOUR. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Foreign  Affairs Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Lansdownb,  K.G.,  G.C.M.G.,  G.C.S.l. 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T.  Ritchie. 

Colonial Rt  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain. 

War Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Brodrick. 

India Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Georok  Hamilton. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt.  Hon.  Sir  MiCHABL  HiCKS  Beach,  Bt. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  OF  Selbornb. 

Lonl  Lieutenant  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Cadoqan,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  ASHBOURNE. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour. 

Postmaster-General Marquess  of  Londonderry,  K.G. 

SecreUvry  for  Scotland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  OF  BURLBIGH. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt.  Hon.  Walter  H.  Lono. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Lord  James  OF  HEREFORD 

First  Commissioner  of  Works Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers  Douglas. 

Prei»ident  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  R.  W.  Hanbury. 


NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury— >Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Walromd,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury J.  AuSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN,  Esq.,  M.P 

i/iiief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  George  Wyndham,  MP. 

Vic«- President  of  the  Board  of  Education Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon  Gorst,  K.C.,  M.P, 

Sccreuiry  to  the  Admiralty Hugh  O.  ARNOLD- Forster,  Esq.,  MP. 

r      1     r  *u   T  TH.  T.  Anstruther,  Esq.,  MP. 

Loid^  of  the  Treasury J^  w,lliam  Hayes  fIsI^r!  Esq.,  M.P. 

r  Vice- Admiral  Lord  W.  T.  KERR,  K.C.B. 
»      1      /  .u     Aj    •    I*  I  Rear- Admiral  A.  L.  Douglas. 

Lords  of  the  Admiralty .  liear- Admiral  A.  K.  Wilson.  V.C,  C.B. 

leapt.  A.  W.  Mo(iUE,  C.B.,  C.M.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Foreign  Olftce Lord  Cran BORNE,  M.P. 

P.ii  La.uoiiiary  Secretary,  Home  Ottice Rt,  Hon.  Jesse  CoLLlNGS,  M.P. 

P.uliaiurnt.iry  Secretary',  Colonial  Ottice Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow,  G.C.MG. 

I'irlijiiiieiiUiry  Secretary,  India  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Hardwicre. 

P.irliHiJientary  Secietaiy,  War  Office Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Raglan. 

P.irlijuiieuia«y  Sicretary  to  the  Hoar«l  of  Trade Rt.  Hoi..  Earl  of  DciDLBY. 

Ririiaiiieiitary  ^ecretarv  to  the  Local  Government  Board-*— J.  GRANT  LawS0N»  Eisq.i  M.i*. 

Pioancial  Secretary,  War  Office Lord  STANLEY,  M.P, 

Attorney  General Sir  It.  B.  FI'^lay,  K.C..  M.P. 

SaU^iur  G«ueral Ru  Hun.  E.  CwRSON  K.C.,  M.P, 


Lords-iu- Waiting i 
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OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

Judge  Advocate-General Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  H.  Jjcune,  K.C.B.,  President  Probate,  Divorce, 

and  Admiralty  Division. 

Lord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

Vice-Chamberlain Sir  A.  Aclanu-Hood,  Bt.,  M.P. 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Pembroke  asu  Montgomery,  G.C.V.O. 

faster  of  the  Horse His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.,  G.C.V.O. 

Paymaster-General His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household Viscount  Valentia,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household Victor  C.  W.  Cavemdish,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Master  of  the  Buckhounds Right  Hon.  Lord  Chesham. 

Captain  Yeomen  of  the  Guard Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Waldeoravk. 

/Ht.  Hon.  Earl  of  Kistore,  G.C.M.G. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Denbigh. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Churchill,  K.C.V.0. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Howe. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lawrence. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bagot. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Sufiield,  G.C.V.O.,  K.C.B. 
VRt.  Hon.  Lord  Ksnyon. 

SCOTLAND. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Buri  ekjh. 

Lord  Justice-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  B.  Balfour. 

Lord  Advocate Rt.  Hon.  A.  Graham  Murray,  K.n.,  M.P. 

Lord'Justice  Clerk Rt.  Hon.  Lord  KiN.sBOR(ai„  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Reg'ster His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Kt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Leven  ani>  Melville. 

Solicitor-General  — Charles  Scott  Dickson,  Esq.,  K.C.,  M.P. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Cado<:an,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Ut.  Hon.  Lord  AsiibourKK. 

Chief  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Ceouck  Wyndham,  M.P. 

Undersecretary Rt.  Hon.  Sir  David  Harrkl,  K.C.B.,  K.C.V.O. 

Department  of  Agrfculture  and  Technical  Instruction President  :   The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Chief 

Sb(^retarv  for  Ireland;  Vice-President:  Rt.  Hon.  Horace  Plunkett. 

Attorney-General Rt  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  K.C,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General (iEo.  Wrksiit,  Eaq.,  K.C. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committees Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Morlet. 

Clerk  of  Parliaments Henry  J.  L.  Graham,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Parliaments  (Clerk  Assistant) Hon.  E.  P.  Thbsiger,  C.B. 

Readinff-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees Edward  Hall  Alderso^i  Esq. 

Counsel  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albert  Gray,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Taxing  Officer  of  Private  Bill  Costs R.  W.  Monro,  Etq. 

Clerk  of  Public  Bills A.  Harrison,  l£sq. 

Senior  Clerks 

Peers'  Printed  Paper  Office C.  L.  Anstrcther,  Esq. 

Principal    Clerk,    Judicial    Department,    and    Taxing    Officer  of  Judicial    Costs J.    F. 

Skene,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leioh,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq. 

Other  Clerks W.  H.  Hamilton  Gordon,  Escj.  ;  C.  L.  Anstri^her,  Esq.  (Clerk  attending 

the  Table)  ;    Hon.  A.   McDonnell  ,    A.   H.   Robinson,    Esq.    (Clerk    of  Private   Bills) ; 

H.  p.  St.  John,  Esq. ;  V.   M.  Biddulph,  Esq.  ;  Hon.  E.   A.  Stonor  ;   H.  J.  F.  BADkLEV, 

Esq.  ;  C.  Headijim,  Esq.  ;  J.  B.  Hotham,  Esq.  ;  E.  C.  Vigors,  Esq. ;  and  A.  Tennyson, 

Esq. 

Accoimtant G.  Fulkes,  Esq. 

Copyist Mr.  T.  A.  Court  ;  Assistant  Copyist Mr.  H.  P.  Norris. 

Messensers Messrs.    A.    A.  Worfell,  C.   E.   Chizlett,   A.    M.   Stoll,    J.  W.  F.    Locke, 

J.  McMillan,  G.  Bennett,  G.  T.  Philip. 

Librarian 8.  Arthur  Strong,  Esq. 

Assistant  Librarian A.  H.  M.  Butler,  Esq. 

Attendant Mr.  W.  Worfell. 

Examiners  for  Standing  Orders C.  W.  CaMMON,  Esq. ;  J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Etq.  ;  Clerk 

B.  H.  Feix,  Esq. 

Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Red Gen.  Sir  Michael  A.  S.  Biddulph,  G.C.B. 

Yeoman  Usher Captain  T.  D.  Butler.* 

Serjeant-at-Arms Lt.-CoL  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Fleetwood  L  Edwards,  G.C.V.O.,  K.C.B. 

Deputy  Serjeant-at'Arros S.  Hand,  Esq. 

Rebident  Superintendeiit J.  K.  Wiluams,  Esq. 
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PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.-((7o«/.) 

Short  hand  Writer W.  H.  GURNKY  Salter,  Esq. 

Frincipal  Doorkeepers Mewrs.  W.  Chandler,  E.  Fox,  F.  Holmak. 
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The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  Clock. 

Page 

The  Cuairmax  of  Ways  and  Means.— The  Clerk  at  the  Table    informed 

the  House  of  the  imavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means        1 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Privatr  Bnxs  (PETmoN  for  Additional  Provision)  (Standing  Orders 
NOT  Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
Petition  for  additional  Provision  in  the  following  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders 
have  not  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 
Liverpool  Corporation  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Keport  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

Vp/rucAo  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  •>*  .••  ...  •••  A 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (Standing  Orders  Applicable  thereto  Complied 
with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which 
are  applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 
Electnc  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill. 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next ...         .i.         2 

Fiimess  Railway  (Steam  Vessels  Bill).— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

FNftw  Titlftl  2 

I  X^  V  *v       X  A  WAV  J  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  a. 

NottiDgham  and  Retford  Railway  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. . .         2 

Grand  Junction  Water  BilL— As  amended,  considered ;  to  bo  read  the  third 

miio        •••         •*.         •*.  ..         ...  •*•         ••.         *••  ••.         •**         4 
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Midland  Railway  Bill. — Southport  and  Latham  Tramroad  Bill. — As  amended, 

considered;  to  be  read  the  third  time...         ...         ...         3 


Tipton  Urban  District  Council  Bill— Ordered,  That  the  Order  r5th 
February]  that  the  Tipton  Urban  District  Council  Bill  be  committed,  be 
read  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn.     (Mr,  Caldwell)      


Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  (No.  2).— Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  under  the  Military  Lands  Act,  1892,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick  and  Lord  Stanley       

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4).— Bill  to  confirm  certain 
Provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric  Lighting 
Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to  Aberdare,  Amble,  Dover,  Frinton-on-Sea, 
GilHngham  (Kent),  Hindhead  and  District,  Leadgate,  Leatherhead  District 
(Ashstead  and  Mickleham),  Paignton,  and  Stanley  (Durham),  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  and  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  (No.  2)  BilL— "  To  confirm  a  Provisional 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  under  the  Military  Lands  Act,  1892," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  145.] 

Electric  lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill.—**  To  confirm  certain 

Provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric  Lighting 
Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to  Aberdare,  Amble,  Dover,  Frinton-on-Sea, 
Gillingham  (Kent),  Hindhead  and  District,  Leadsate,  Leatherhead  District 
(Ashstead  and  Alickleham),  Paignton,  and  Stanley  (Durham),"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  146.] 

Standing  Orders. — Resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee : — 

1.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  London  United  Tramways  Petition,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  ;  That  the  parties  be  permitted 
to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the  powers  to  construct  Tramways 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  8  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill ;  That  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill  do  report  how  far  such  order  has  been  complied  with." 

2.  **  That,  in  the  case  of  the  South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution 
Bill,  Petition  for  additional  provision,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with  ;  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  introduce  their  additional 
provision  proWded  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  think  fit." 

3.  **  That,  in  the  case  of  the  London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Bill,  Petition  for  dispensing  with  Standing  Order  1 29  in  the  case  of  the 
Petition  of  the  *  Metropolitan  Registered  Lodging  House  Keepers'  Associa- 
tion, and  Registered  Lodging  House  Keepers  in  the  Metropolis'  against 
the  Bill,  the  said  Standing  Order  ought  to  be  dispensed  with." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with ;  That 
the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the 
powers  to  construct  Tramway  No.  1 1  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill ;  That  the 
Committee  on  tb^  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  order  has  been  complied 
with." 
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5.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  South  Shields,  Sunderland,  and  District 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ou^ht  to  be  dispensed  with ; 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

6.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Exeter  and  District  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords],  the  Standing;  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with;  That  the  parties  be 

?3rmitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the  powers  to  construct 
ram  ways  Nos.  1,  4,  5,  8,  9,  and  10,  and  so  much  of  Tramways  Nos.  2 
and  3  as  lie  within  the  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Exeter,  be  struck  out  of 
the  Bill ;  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order 
has  been  complied  with." 

7.  '*That,  in  the  case  of  the  Birmingham  and  Midland  Tramways 
Bill  ^Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with ;  That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the  powers  to 
construct  Tramway  No.  1  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill,  and  that  the  powers 
to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  7,  7a,  8,  9,  9a,  and  9b,  be  struck  out  of  the 
Bill,  unless  the  consent  of  the  Oldbury  Urban  District  Council  be  proved 
before  the  Committee  on  the  Bill ;  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do 
report  how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied  with." 

« 

8.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Hastings  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  the 
Standing  Onlers  ought  to  be  dispensed  with ;  That  the  parties  l>e  permitted 
to  proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  the  powers  for  the  proposed  extension 
tramway  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill ;  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do 
report  how  far  such  Order  has  been  complied  with." 

9.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Mexl^orough  and  Swinton  Tramways 
Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  l^  dispensed  with  ;  That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill  "       ...         ...         ...         ...         4 

Kesolutions  agreed  to. 

London  United  Tramways.—  Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Ooulding  and  Mr.  Ridley     5 

PETITIONS. 
County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill.— Petition  from  Huddersfield, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         •••         5 

Fresh  Water  Fish  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour :  From  Dumbarton 

and  Cupar  Eden ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        5 

Grocers'  Certificates  (Scotland)  (No.  2)  Bill. — Petition  from  Edinburgh 
and  Leith,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Honorary  Freedom  of  Boroughs  Extension  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour: 

From  Westminster  and  St.  Marylebone  j  to  lie  upon  the  Table       6 

Licensing  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour :  From  Amhurst  Park ;  Wobum  Sands ; 
Ulverston;  SheflBeld ;  Kentish  Town;  Northmavine;  Taunton;  Burnley; 
and  York ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...         0 
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Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill. — Petition  from  Paisley,  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table     ...         ...  ..         ...         ...         ...        ...         ...         6 


Public  Houses  (Hours  of  Closing)  (Scotland)  Act  (1887)  Amendment 
Bill. — Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Turiff ;  Larkhall ;  and  Lochans ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  

Rating  of  Land  Values. — Petitions  from  Dumbarton  for  legislation ;  to  lie 
upon  une  xaoie  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ••> 
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Rating  of  Machinery  Bill.— -Petitions  against :  From  Malton  and  Chepstow ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...        6 

Registration  of  Firms  Bill. — Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         .>>         6 

Taxation  of  Feu  Duties  for  Local  Purposes. — Petition  from  Kilmarnock, 

for  legislation  ;  to  He  upon  the  Table  6 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC. 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No.  2762  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  6 

A  <•  UhV  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  >/ 

Education  (Scotland)  (General  Reports). — Copy  presented,  of  General 
Report  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Southern  Division  of  Scotland  for  the 
year  1901  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     6 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2^  Bill. — Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  10th  April ;  Mr.  Geratd  Balfour] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  135.]  7 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill. — Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  10th  April ;  Mr.  Geraid  Ba/four] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  136.]  7 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Inquiry  into  CnARrriES  (County  of  Lancaster). — Further  Return  relative 

thereto  [ordered  8th  August,  1898;  Mr.  Grant  Lawsan.]      7 

QUESTIONS. 

South  African  War — Peace  Negotiations. — Questions,  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs),  Mr.  James  O'Kelly  (Roscommon  N.)  and  Mr. 
Black  (Banffshire) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)        7 
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Ballyshannon  Petty  Sessions  —  District  Inspector  O'Connor,  R.I.C.— 
Question,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Wyndham  Dover)  18 
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Prisoners  under  the  Crimes  Act  (Ireland). — Questions,  Mr.  Delany  (Queen's 

Co.,  Ossory)  and  Capt.  Donelan  (Cork  Co.,  E.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Wyndham...       19 

Tallow  Pouce  Arrangements.— Question,'  Mr.  O'Shee ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wynd- 

nam        •.•         ...         •«•         •.•         .«•         •*•         •*•         •••         •••         •*•       a\j 

Limerick  Postal  Staff  Grievances. — Question,  Mr.  Joyce  (Limerick);  Answer 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain        20 

Cable  Communication  with  Tory  Island. — Question,  Mr.  O'Dowd  (Sligo,  S.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain      ••        •• 21 

Home  Industries  BilL — Orders  for  Second  Beading  upon  Friday  next  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Leave  given  to  present  another  Bill  instead  thereof. — {Colonel  Denny,) 

Home  Industries  (No.  2)  Bill. — "  For  the  better  regulation  of  Home  Indus- 
tries," presented  accordinglv,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  147.]       21 

Selection  (Standing)  Committees. — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Selection,  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  agriculture  and  fishing),  shipping, 
and  manufactures  : — Mr.  Jeffreys  ;  and  had  appointed,  in  substitution  :  Mr. 
Talbot. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the  Committee,  That  they  had 
added  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and 
Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  the  following  fifteen  Members  in 
respect  of  the  Shop  Clubs  Bill : — Mr.  Banbury,  Sir  Harry  Bullard,  Mr. 
Hunter  Craig,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Major  Evans-Gordon,  Mr.  Gouldinc,  Mr. 
Claude  Hay,  Mr.  Holland,  Dr.  Macnamara,  Mr.  Nannetti,  Mr.  Harry 
Samuel,  Mr.  George  White,  Mr.  J,  W.  Wilson,  Mr.  Wylie,  and  Mr.  Yoxhali. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the  Committee,  That  they  had 
added  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agiiculture  and 
Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  the  following  fifteen  Members  in 
respect  of  the  Licensing  Bill : — Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Bond,  Sir  Harry  Bullard, 
Mr.  Caine,  Mr.  Crcmer,  Mr.  Emmott,  Mr.  Harwood,  Major  Jameson,  Mr. 
Nussey,  Mr.  Remnant,  Mr.  White  Ridley,  Mr.  Secretary  Ritchie,  Sir  John 
RoUeston,  Mr.  Tritton,  and  Mr.  Whittaker. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table.    .^        •••  »•••%«««        •••      21 

NEJF  BILLS. 

Highways  BilL — "To  amend  the  Law  for  the  admftiistration  of  Highways," 
presented  by  Mr.  Bill,  under  Standing  Order  31 ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Thursday,  1st  May,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  148.] 22 

Under  Sheriffs  (Ireland)  BilL—**  To  regulate  the  appointment,  duties,  and 
remuneration  of  Under  Sheriffs  in  Ireland,"  presented  by  Mr.  John  Gordon, 
under  Standing  Order  31  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mr.  Field,  and  Sir 
John  Colomb  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  6th  May,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  149.]  \ 22 
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New  Standing  Order.— Priority  of  Business. — Order  read,  for  resuming 
adjourned  debate  on  proposed  New  Standing  Order  (Priority  of  Business) 
as  amended  [10th  April.] 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  again  proposed. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  That  unless  the  House  other- 
wise direct — 

(a)  Government  Business  shall  have  precedence  at  every  Sitting  except 

the  Evening  Sittings  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  the  Sitting 

on  Friday ; 
(h)  At  the  Evening  Sitting  of  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  Notices  of 

Motion  and  Public  Bills,  other  than  Government  Bills   shall  have 

precedence  of  Government  Business  ; 
(r)  Aiter  Easter  Government  Business  shall  have  precedence  at  the 

Evening  Sittings  of  Tuesday ; 
{d)  After  Whitsuntide,  until  Michaelmas,  Government  Business  shall 

have  precedence  at  all  Evening  Sittings,  and  at  all  Friday  Sittings 

except  the  Sitting  on  the*    be  there   inserted." — {Mr,   A,  /. 

Balfour,) 

Sir  Edward  Strachey  {Somerseiihire^  S,)    ...         ...         

Amendment  proposed —    • 

"In  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  words  *and  fourth,'  and  insert  the 
words  *  fourth  and  fifth.' "      {Sir  Edward  Sirarhty,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *and  forth*  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr,  Joaeph  A.  Pease  {Essex^  Saffron  fFalden)       

Mr.  Parhtr  Smith  {Lanarhhire,  Partick) 

Mr,  Charff^  Hothouse  {Bristol^  E,)  

Mr,  Flynn  {Ctn-k  Co,,  K,)  ...         ...         

The  First  Ln-d  of  th*  Treasury  {Mr,  A.  J,  Balfou^r,  Manrhesfer,  E,) 

Sir  H,  Campftell-Bannerman  {Stirling  Burghs)     ... 

Mr,  Chaplin  {Linrdnshirey  S If  a  ford) 

Mr,  Broadhurst  {Leicester),,, 

Mr,  Vicary  (hbhs  {Hertfordshire,  St,  Albans) 

Mr,  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S,)    ... 

Mr,  James L/ncther  {Kent,  Thanet).., 

Mr.  T,  P.  (f  Connor  {Liverpool,  Scotland)  ... 

Mr,  Channing  {Narttuimptonshire,  E,) 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  {Donegal,  S.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  196 ;  Noes,  136.     (Division  List  No.  100.) 
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Question  put  accordingly,  "That  the  wonls  *arvd  fourth*  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 
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The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  199 ;  Noes,  140.     (Division  List  No.  101.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"After  line  11,  to  add  the  words — *(e)  At  the  Evening  Sit- 
tings at  which  Grovernment  Business  has  not  precedence  Notices  of 
Motion  shall  have  precedence  of  the  Orders  of  the  Day.'"  (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

m 

Question,   "  That  those  words  be  there  added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"After  the  words  last  added,  to  add  the  words — *(f)  At  all  After- 
noon Sittings  the  House  will  first  proceed  with  Petitions,  Motions  for 
Unopposed  Returns,  and  Leave  of  Absence  to  Members,  giving  Notices 
of  Motions,  and  Unopposed  Private  Business.' "  (Mi\  Gibson  Bowles, ) 

Question,   "  That  those  words  be  there  added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) 54 

Amendment  proposed — 

"After  the  words  last  added,  to  add  the  words — *And  no  Motion 
to  the  effect  that  the  House  shall  otherwise  direct  than  is  in  this  Order 

Erovided,  or  for  the  suspension  of  this  Order,  shall  be  moved,  unless  it 
as  appeared  at  latest  on  the  Notice  Paper  circulated  two  days  before 
that  to  which  it  applies."    (Mr.  Gibson  Bowles,) 

Question  proposed,   "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

mr*  Ap  t/.  jjOfijour  ,t*.       ***         ***  *••         ■••         •••         •••         ■••  ^^ 

Mr,  James  Lowther,.,         ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  56 

Sir  Robert  Reid  {Dumfries  Burghs)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  56 

Mr,  Swift  MacNeill  ...         ...  56 

Mr,  McKenna  {Monmouthshire ,  N.)  57 

JjrA  I,     1/  .     ^X .     M    CUd"  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1/1 

Mr,  George  WhiteUy  {Yorkshire^  IV,B,,  Pudsey) 57 

Mr,  Loder  {Brighton)        57 

Mr.  Power  (IFaterftA-dy  E,)  ...         57 

Mr.  Blake  {Longfordf  N.) 58 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :--Ayes,  139;  Noes,  187.  (Division  List  No.  102.) 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  proposed. 

Sir  Robert  Reid       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       61 

Mr.  Broadhurst      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       65 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,   "That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 
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The  Houae  divided  : — Ayes,  160 ;  Noes,  104.     (Division  List  No.  103.) 

Main  question,  as  amended,  put  accordingly. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  160;  Noes,  101.     (Division List  No.  104.) 

« 

The  new  Standing  Order  (Priority  of  Business),  as  finally  adopted,  is  as 
follows  : — 

Thaty  unless  the  House  oiherunse  direct — 

(a)  Oovemment  Business  sfuill  have  precedence  at  every  Sitting  except 

the  Evening  Sittings  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  the  Sitting 

on  Friday, 
(6)  At  the  Evening  Sittings  of  Tuesday  and    Wednesday  notices  of 

Motion  and  Public  Bills,  other  than  Govtsmment  Bills,  shall  have 

precedence  of  Government  Business, 

(c)  After  Easter  Government  Business  shall  have  precedence  at   the 

Evening  Sittings  of  Tuesday, 

(d)  After  Whitsuntide,  until  Michaelmas,  Government  Business  shall 

have  precedence  cU  all  Evening  Sittings,   and  at   all   Friday 
Sittings  except  the  Sittings  on  die  third  and  fourth  Fridays  after 
Whit  Sunday, 

(e)  At  the  Evening  Sittings  at  which  Government  Business  has  not 

precedence  Notices  of  Motion  shall  have  precedence  of  the  Orders 
of  the  Day, 
(J)  At  all  aftemoo^i  Sittings  the  House  unll  first  proceed  with  Peti- 
tions, Motions  for  unopposed  Returns,  and  Leave  of  Absence  to 
Members,  giving  Notices  of  Motions,  aiid  Unopposed  Private 
Business, 

New  Standing  Order  (Business  in  Supply). — Motion  made  and  Question 
proposed — 

*'  As  soon  as  the  Committee  of  Supply  has  been  appointed  and  Esti- 
mates have  been  presented,  the  business  of  Supply  shall,  until  disposed  of,  be 
the  first  order  of  the  day  on  Thursday,  unless  the  House  otherwise  order  on 
the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at  the  commencement  of 
public  business,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate. 

"  Not  more  than  twenty  days,  being  days  before  the  5th  of  August, 
shall  be  allotted  for  the  consideration  of  the  annual  Estimates  for  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  including  Votes  on  Account  The  days  allotted 
shall  not  include  any  day  on  which  the  Question  has  to  be  put  that  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair,  or  any  day  on  which  the  business  of  Supply 
does  not  stand  as  first  Order. 

'*  Provided  that  the  days  occupied  by  the  consideration  of  Estimates 
supplementary  to  those  of  a  previous  session  or  of  any  vote  of  Credit,  or  of 
Votes  for  Supplementary  or  Additional  Estimates  presented  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  War  Expenditure,  shall  not  be  included  in  the  computation  of  the 
twenty  days  aforesaid. 

"  Provided  also  that  on  Motion  made  after  Notice  by  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate,  additional  time,  not 
exceeding  three  days,  may  be  allotted  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  either 
before  or  after  the  5th  of  August. 
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"  On  a  day  so  allotted,  no  business  other  than  business  of  Supply  shall, 
except  on  the  last  two  of  the  allotted  days,  be  taken  before  midnight  unless 
it  is  unopposed,  and  no  business  in  Committee  or  proceedings  on  Keport 
of  Supply  shall  be  taken  after  midnieht,  whether  a  general  Order  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'clock  Kule  is  in  force  or  not^  unless  the  House 
otherwise  order  on  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at  the 
commencement  of  Public  Business,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or 
Debate. 

'*  Of  the  days  so  allotted,  not  more  than  one  day  in  Committee  shall 
be  allotted  to  any  Vote  on  Account,  and  not  more  than  one  Sitting  to  the 
Report  of  that  Vote.  At  midnight  on  the  close  of  the  day  on  which  the 
Committee  on  that  Vote  is  taken,  and  at  the  close  of  the  Sitting  on  which 
the  Report  of  that  Vote  is  taken,  the  Chairman  of  Committees  or  the 
Speaker,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  forthwith  put  every  Question  necessary 
to  dispose  of  the  Vote  or  the  Report. 

"  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  days  so  allotted,  the 
Chairman  shall  forthwith  put  every  Question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the 
Vote  then  under  consideration,  and  shall  then  forthwith  put  the  Question 
with  respect  to  each  class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  thf^t  class  be  granted  for  the  services 
defined  in  the  dass,  and  shall  in  like  manner  put  severally  the  Questions 
that  the  total  amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
Navy,  the  Army,  and  the  Revenue  Departments  be  granted  for  the 
services  defined  in  those  Estimates. 

"At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  allotted  day,  the  Speaker  shall 
forthwith  put  every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  report  of  the 
Resolution  then  under  consideration,  and  shall  then  fofth^vith  put,  with 
respect  to  each  class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates,  the  Question  :  That  the 
House  doth  agree  "with  the  Committee  in  all  the  outstanding  Resolutions 
reported  in  respect  of  that  class,  and  shall  then  put  a  like  Question  with 
respect  to  all  the  Resolutions  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the  Navy, 
the  Army,  the  Revenue  Departments,  and  other  outstanding  Resolutions 
severally. 

"  On  the  days  appointed  for  concluding  the  business  of  Supply,  the 
consideration  of  that  business  shall  not  be  anticipated  by  a  Motion  of 
Adjournment,  and  no  dilatory  Motion  shall  be  moved  on  proceedings  for 
that  business. 

**  Any  additional  Estimate  for  any  new  service  or  matter  not  included 
in  the  original  Estimates  for  the  year  shall  be  submitted  for  consideration 
in  th3  Committee  of  Supply  on  some  day  not  later  than  two  days  before  the 
Committee  is  closed. 

"For  the  purposes  of  this  Order,  two  Fridays  shall  be  deemed 
equivalent  to  a  single  day  of  two  Sittings." — {Afr,  A,  J.  Balfour,) 

Mr.  Whitley  (Halifax)       ...         ...         ...         ...  ...         ...       73 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  Thursday,'  and  insert   the 
word  *  Monday.' "—(Afr.  JFhitUtj,) 

Question    proposed,   "That    the    word    *  Thursday*   stand    part    of    the 
Question.  * 

jMir*  A. » t/ •  JiaiTotir  ...         ...         ...  ...         ••«         ...         .«•         ...       i% 

Mr,  O'Mara  (KiUcennyy  S,)  ...         ...       75 

Mr,  Spear  (Deronshirr^  Tavistock)  .. ,         76 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :~Ayes,  137  ;  Noes,  93.     (Division  List  No.  105.) 

Mr.  O'Shee  {fFaterford,  fT.)  79 

t '  < 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  3,  after  the  word  *  Thursday/  to  insert  the  words  *  except 
after  Whitsuntide  until  Michaelmas,  when  it  shall  be  first  Order  of  the 
Day  on  all  Friday  sittings  except  the  sittings  on  the  third  and  fourth 
Fridays  after  Whit  Sunday.'  ''—{Mr,  ffShee,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour ^^      80 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr,  Sudfi  MaeNeiU 80 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words,  *  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown,'  and  insert  the  words  *a  Motion.'" — (Mr.  Swift  MacNeilL) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

Mr.  A,  J,  Balfour  .., 

^U  #  •     ^     ifJiiwJw        •••  •••  •••  f*«  •••  •••  •«• 

Mr.  Bartley  (Islington,  N.)  

aWa  *  m     \-f  k^iw^^      •••  •••  •••  «••  •••  •••  ••• 

Mr,  uMara 

Sir  H.  CampbdUBannerman  {Stirling  Burghs) 

^X.  #  •    ML   C/H^/        •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  185  ;  Noes,  60.     (Division  List  No.  106.) 

Major  Raseh  {Essex^  Chelmsford) 87 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  five,  after  the  word  *  Debate,'  to  insert  the  words  *  and  no 
Member  shall,  in  Committee  of  Supply,  speak  more  than  once  to  the 
same  Question  or  for  longer  than  twenty  minutes.' " — {Major  Easch.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  H.  Campbell' Bannerman 

Mr,  A,  J.  Balfour  ... 

Sir  Charles  DUke  (Gloucestershire^  Forest  of  Dean) 

Mr.  Renwick  (Newcastle-onrTyne)  ... 

Mr,  Eugene-  Wason  (Clackmannan  and  Kinross)    ... 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment— 

"  After  the  word  *  Member,'  to  insert  the  words  *  other  than  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown/  " — (Mr.  Eugene  fFason,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

Mr,  T.  P,  CFCormor 

JXx  r .  ^jL  *  t/ .  Jju-tJVWr    •••  •••  •••  ..«  «••  ••.  •••  .•* 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  *  and  no  Member  shall,  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  speak  more  than  once  to  the  same  Question,  or  for  longer  than 
twenty  minutes,'  be  there  inserted." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  24  ;  Noes,  68.     (Division  List  No.  107.) 

Mr,  Lough  {Islington,  jr.) ... 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  from  the  words  *  Not  more 
than,'  to  the  words  *as  first  Order,'  in  line  11,  both  inclusive." — (Mr. 
Jjough.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words  *  Not  more  than  twenty  d*ys,  being 
days  before  the  5th  of  August,  shall  be  allotted  for  the  consideration  of 
the  annual  Estimates  for  tne  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  including 
Votes  on  Account,  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  A,  J.  B(Ofour  ... 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  {Dundee)   ... 

Mr.  Disiaeli  {Cheshire,  AUnnchnv)) 

Mr.  Charles  Hothouse 

Mr.  John  Jiedvwnd  {IVaterford) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  ... 

It  being  midnight,  the  debate  stool  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday  next 
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NEJr  BILL. 

Poor  Law  Superannuation  (Ireland).— Bill  to  provide  for  Superannuation 
Allowances  to  certain  Local  Officers  and  Servants  in  Ireland,  and  for  Con- 
tributions towards  such  Allowances  by  such  Officers  and  Servants  ;  and  to 
make  other  relative  provisions,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  bv  Mr.  O'Malley. 

Poor  Law  Saperannuation  (Irelaod)  Bill.— "To  provide  for  Superannua- 
tion Allowances  to  certain  Local  Officers  and  Servants  in  Ireland,  and  for 
Contributions  towards  such  Allowances  by  such  Officers  and  Servants  ;  and 
to  make  other  relative  provisions,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
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__     5.   d. 
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per  cwt.    0    0    3 
Flour  and  all  kinds  of  meal  and  prepared  grain,  starch, 
and  all  farinaceous  and  starchy  substances  used  as 

articles  of  food  per  cwt.     0    0    5" 

— {Mr,  CJiancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  254 ;  Noes,  135.     (Division  List  No.  108.) 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  charged  on  and  after  the  15th  day  of  April, 
1902,  the  following  customs  import  duties  — 

£    s.   d. 
Com  and  grain  of  all  kinds,  and  peas,  beans,  and  lentils 

the  cwt.     0    0     3 
Flour  and  all  kinds  of  meal  and  prepared  grain,  starch, 
and  all  farinaceous  and  starchy  substances  used  as 
articles  of  food  the  cwt.     0    0    5 

Besolution  to  be  reported  tomorrow.  Committee  to  sit  again  tomorrow. 

Adjourned  at  half  after  Twelve  oVlock. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS:    Tuesday,  April  15th,  1902. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments     had    laid    upon   the  Table   the  certificates  from    the 
examiners  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
•  have  been  complied  with — 
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Metropolitan  Police  ProAdsional  Order. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:    TUESDAY,    15th  APRIL,  1902. 
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Thk  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.— The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
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Ways  and  Means. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Conmiittee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffi*eys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Loan. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  towaixls  making  good  the  Supply 
granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
«iay  of  March,  1903,  sums  not  exceeding  £32,000,000  may  be  raised 
by  means  of  the  creation  of  2  J  percent.  Consolidated  Stock  within  the 
meaning  of  The  National  Debt  (Conversion)  Act,  1888  ;  and  that  any 
annuities  forming  stock  so  created  be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
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"  That  all  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  raising  the  said  sums, 
including  any  additional  remuneration  to  the  Banks  of  England  and 
Ireland,  be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund." — (3/r.  Chancellor  qf  the 
Exthrquer,) 

Mr,  Dillon  {MayOy  E,) 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {Sir  M,  Hicks  Beachy  Bristol ^  W,) 

Sir  fniliam  Harcourt  (Monmouthshire,  W.) 

Mr,  Cohen  {Islinqtony  E,)  ,., 

Mr,  McCrae  (Edinburgh^  E,)         

Mr,  Claude  Lawther  (Cumberland,  Eskdalc) 
Mr,  Markham  {Nottinghamshire,  Mmisjield) 
Mr,  Thomas  Sliaw  {Hawick  Burglis) 
Col,  Blundell  {Lancusldre,  Ince)     

Question  put. 

House  divided : — Ayes,  229 ;  Noes,  102.     (Division  Mst  No.  110.) 

Stamp  Duty  (Bills  of  Exchange). 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  on  and  after  July  1st, 
1902,  two  pence  shall  be  substituted  for  one  penny  as  the  Stamp  Duty  on 
Bills  of  Excnange  payable  on  demand,  or  at  sight,  or  on  presentation,  or 
within  three  days  after  date  or  sight." — {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Mr,  Lough  {Islington,  JF,) 

Mr,  William  Allan  {Gateshead)     

Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach  

Mr,  Joseph  A.  Pease  (EsseXj  Saffron  Walden) 
Mr,  David  Morgan  {Essex,  fFaUhamstow) . . . 

Mr.  Field  {Dublin,  St,  Patrick)      

Mr,  Barthy  {Islington,  N,)... 

Mr,  Kearley  (Devonport)     ... 

Mr,  Flynn  {Cork  Co,,  N,)  ... 

Mr,  Alexander  Cross  {Glasgow,  Camlachie) 

Mr,  Corrie  Grant  { Warwickshire,  Rugby)  . . . 

Mr,  Banbury  {CamberweU,  Peckham) 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis)    ... 

Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach  

Questioo  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  186  ;  Noes,  119.     (Division  List  No.  111.) 

COKTINTANCE  OF  ADDmONAL  CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''That  the  additional  Customs  duties 
on  tobacco,  beer,  and  spirits  imposed  by  Sections  2,  3,  4,  and  5  of  the 
Finance  Act,  1900  (including  any  increased  duties  imposed  by  Section 
5  of  that  Act),  shall  continue  to  be  charged  until  the  1st  day  of  August, 
1903."~(J/r.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchc^juer.) 

Mr.  Flynn  {Cork,  X.) 
Question  put. 
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The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  272  ;  Noes,  56.     (Division  List  No.  112.) 

Continuance  of  Additional  Excise  Duty  on  Beer  and  Spirits. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  additional  excise  duties  on  beer 
and  spirits  imposed  by  Sections  6  and  7  of  The  Finance  Act,  1900, 
shall  continue  to  be  charged  until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1903." — {Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  288;  Noes,  56.     (Division  List  No.  113.) 

Amendment  of  Law. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  prolong  the 
term  of  certain  annuities,  and  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
National  Debt,  the  Customs,  and  the  Inland  Kevenue."  -{Mr,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Excliequer,) 

Mr,  Edmund  Robertson  {Bundle) 367 

Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach  ...         ...     367' 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Customs — Tea. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Customs  duty  now  charged 
on  tea  shall  continue  to  be  charged  until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1903 
(that  is  to  say) : — 

Tea      the  pound  Sixpence.*' 

— {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Mr,  Swift  MacNeill  {Donegal j  S,) ...         ...         ...         ...     368 

d'A  I ,    X  wCwU       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         vIX 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  Sixpence,*  and  insert  the  word  *  Four- 
pence." — {Mr,  Field.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  Sixpence  '  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Kesolution." 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     372 

Mr,  Broadhurst  {Leicester) ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     374 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— -  Ayes,  228 ;  Noes,  111.     (Division  List  No.  114.) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  tomorrow. 

Committee  to  sit  again  tomorrow. 

House  of  Commons  (Ventilation.)    Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ventilation  of  the  House, 
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The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated  of,  Mr.  Akei's-Douglas, 
Mr.  Dillon,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Sir  Michael  Foster,  Mr.  Goddard,  Mr.  Penn, 
and  Sir  John  Tuke. 

I 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 

records. 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum. — (Sir  fniliam  ^Talrond.)        ...         ...     379 

Oreination  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Standing 

Committee  on  Law,  etc  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     380 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  WEDNESDAY,   16th  APRIL,  1902. 

The  House  met  at  12  of  the  clock. 

The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.— The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 

House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.  ...     381 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Biynmawr  and  Western  Valleys  Railway  (Vesting)  Bill.— Ordered  that 

The  Minutes  of  Evidence  on  the  Brynmawr  and  Western  Valloys  Railway 
Bill  of  Session  1899  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Brynmawr  and 
Western  Valleys  Railway  (Vesting)  Bill  of  this  Session. — Mr,  Caldwell.     ...     381 

Brynmawr  and  Western  Valleys  Railways  (Vesting)  Bill— Reported 

with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.        ...     381 

PETITIONS, 

Elesikntary  Education. — Petitions  for  alterations  of  Law  :   From  Famworth 

(two) ;  and  Durham,  to  lie  upon  the  Table 381 

Freshwater  Fish  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour :  From  Kirkintilloch 

(two) ;  Clydebank;  and  Dundee  (four);  to  lie  upon  the  Table 381 

Licensing  Bill.- Petitions  in  favour:  From  Rceth ;  Failsworth;  Brigg; 
Barton-on  llumber  ;  Banbury  ;  Wolsingham  ;  Furness ;  Barrow  ;  Burslem  ; 
Nottingham  (two)  ;  and  Tipton;   to  lie  upon  the  Table.      ...         ...         ...     381 

Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill. — Petition  from  Hentsridge, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  381 

Pi*BLic  Houses  (Hours  of  Closing)  (Scotland)  Act  (1887)  Amendment 
Bill.  —  Petitions  in  favour :  From  Helensburgh ;  Burnbank  ;  Falkirk  ; 
Ren  ton  ;  Coupar  Angus  ;  Peterhead  ;  and  Monkton  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     381 

Hating  of  Land  Values. — Petitions  for  legislation  :  From  Southampton  and 

Bury ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 382 

tmsG  OF  Machinery  Bill.— Petitions  against :    From   Leominster ;   Usk ; 

Little  Uulton  ;  and  Manchester;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.      ...         ...         ...     382 
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Roman  Catholic  University  in  Ireland. — Petitions  against  establishment: 

From  Lockerbie  and  Galashiels  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.       ...         ...         ...     382 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Contempt  of  Court  (Ireland)  (Persons  Committed). — Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  28th  February;  Mr,  Patrick  Aloysius  M^Hugh]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.   ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     382 

Local  Government  Board  (Auditors). — Return  presented  relative  thereto 

S ordered  18th  February ;  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
i^aper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House 382 

Local  Loans  Fund. — Accounts  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of 
the  National  Debt  in  respect  of  the  Capital  and  Income  of  the  Local  Loans 
Fund  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1901 ;  with  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  143.]         ...     382 

Selection  (Standing  Committees).— Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  :  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Member  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
Shipping  and  Manufactures ;  Mr.  Yoxhall  (added  in  respect  of  the  Shop 
Clubs  Bill) ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution,  Mr.  C.  P.  Allen. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  382 

L^cal  Gtovernment  (Wales  and  Monmouthshire)  Bill.— [Second  Reading]. 

— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr,  Edwards  (Radiunshire)  383 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  Herbert  Roheiis  {Deiibighshire,  W,) 390 

Major  Wyndham-Quin  {Glamorganshire,  S,)  394 

Mr,  Guest  {Plymouth)        397 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,*  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  *upon  this  day  six  months.*" — {Major  Wyvdham-Quin,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr,  Asquith  {Fifeshire,  E,)          403 

Mr,  T.  fr,  Russell  {Tyrone,  S.) 406 

Mr,  Brynnwr  Jones  {Swansea  JXstrid)      408 

Li, -Col,  Pryce-Jones  { Montgomery  Borough)          ...         ...         ...         ...  414 

Mr,  Vaughan  Davies  {Cardiganshire)          ..         ...         ...         ...         ...  419 

Mr,  Joseph  Lfturenre  {Monmouth  Boroughs)          ...          ...          ...          ...  421 

Mr,  Moss  {Denliighsliire,  E,)          424 

Mr,  Henry  Hohhou.s^' {Somersetshire,  E,)    ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  427 

Mr,  Lloyd-George  {Carnarvon  Borougtis)    ...          ...            ;          ...          ...  430 

The  President  of  th^  Local  Government  Board  {Mr,  Walter  Long,  Bristol,  S.)  436 

Sir  IVilliam  Harcourt  {Monmouthshire,  N,)          443 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  163;  Noes  201.     (Division  List  No.  115.) 
Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Second  Reading  put  off  for  six  months. 
H6%t  Harkillg  (Ireland)  Bill. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 

•^mcii  iv  1^  ••.  ...  ...  ••*  *••  ...  .•.  ••.  ••.      40X 

Savings  Banks  Funds  Committee. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Sir 
Andrew  A^ew,  Mr.  Banbury,  Mr.  Bartley,  Mr.  John  Campbell,  Mr. 
Edmund  Faber,  Mr.  Garfit,  Sir  Brampton  Gurdon,  Mr.  Holland,  Sir  Joseph 
Pease,  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  Warr,  and  Sir  James 
Woodhouse  nominated  Members  of  the  Committee  on  Savings  Banks  Funds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  quorum. — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Excliequei',)     ...     451 

PcBUC  Accounts  Committee. — Second  Report  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  144]  452 

Pl'BLic  Petitions  Committee. — Fourth  Report  brought  up,  and  read ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     452 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  before  Six  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  THURSDAY,  17th  APRIL,  1002. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  com- 
plied with : — 

Middlesex  County  Council  Tramways. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    ...        •«•        ...     453 

LtlifiytAn  and  EtLSton  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]. — Petition  for  additional  pro- 
vision, of  the  City  and  South  London  Railway  Company  and  certain 
promoters  of  the  Islington  and  Euston  Railway  Bill,  together  with 
proposed  Amendments  and  clauses  annexed  thereto ;  read  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     453 

(Hay  0rO88  Railway  Bill. — Read  2%  and  committed ;  the  Committee  to  be 

proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection        453 
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North  Warwickshire  Water  Bill;  Brighton  and  Rottingdean  Seashore 
Electric  Tramroad  Bill ;  Fareham  Gas  JBill ;  Leicestershire  and  Warwick- 
shire Electric  Power  Bill ;  East  Worcestershire  Water  Bill.— Read  2*,  and 
committed  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     453 

Manchester  District  Telephone  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  National  Telephone 

Company  (Manchester  Area)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Read  2*  (according  to  order)     ...     453 

Birmingham  Assay  Office  Bill  [hx.!;  Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  South- 
western Junction  Railway  Bill  [h  l.J. — Read  3*  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
i^ommons  •••         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     453 

Central  London   Railway   (New  Lines)   Bill   [h.l.].— Standing  Order 

No.  92  considered  (according  to  order)  and  dispensed  with,  with  respect  to 
a  Petition  of  Kinsman  Hichens  and  others.  Leave  given  to  present  the 
said  Petition      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     454 

Qrand  Junction  Water  Bill ;  Midland  Railway  Bill ;  Ticehurst  Water  Bill. — 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1*,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners        . . .     454 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Trade  Reports  :  Annual  Series. 

No.  2763.  United  States  (Chicago,  etc.). 

No.  2764.  Greece  (Thessaly). 

No.  2765.  France  (Nantes). 

No.  2766.  Turkey  (Trebizond). 

No.  2767.  Argentine  Confederation  (Buenos  Ayres)  454 

Gold  Coast. — Correspondence  relating  to  Ashanti,  1901  454 

Colonies  (Annual). — No.  353.    Southern  Nigeria :  Report  for  1900 454 

Cyprus.— Report  for  1900-1901. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 454 

Egyptian  Guaranteed  Loan,  1885. — Account  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 

JL  tjyjM         ...  ...  •«•  •.•  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...      ^t«4 

Greek  Loan,  1898. — Account  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1901    454 

Local  Loans  Fund  (Accounts,  1900-1901). — Accounts  of  receipts  and  pay- 
ments by  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  in 
respect  of  the  capital  and  income  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund,  for  the  year 
ended  31  st  March,  1901  ;  together  with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  thereon  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     454 

Superannuation  (Professional  Qualifications). — Treasury  Minute,  dated 
10th  April,  1902,  declaring  that,  for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  Administrative  Examiner  (Endowed  Schools),  under 
the  Board  of  Education,  South  Kensington,  professional  or  other  peculiar 
qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the  public  service  are  required. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.     465 
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Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders  (No  1.)  Bill—Read  3*  (according  to 

order)  and  passed.         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     455 

Army  (Annual)  BilL — Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  tomorrow.  ...         ...         ...     455 


Oopjrright  Bill  [h.l.].— [Second  Reading.] — Order  of  the  day  for 
the  Second  Reading  i-eaci 455 

Lord  Monkstpell      ...         ...         ...         ...        •••        ^..        ...         ...     455 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  tomorrow. 

Marine  Insurance  Bill  [h.l.]. — [Second  Reading.] — Order  of  the  day  for  the 

Second  Reading  read. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  {The  Earl  of  Halsbury)        ^        .^ 457 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  tomorrow. 


■atrimonial  Causes  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.]. — [Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Halsbury        ...     458 

Haral  Prise  Bill  [h.l.]. — On  the  order  to  go  into  Committee  on  this  BilL 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  order). 
Bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 

UU  vvW  •••  •*•  •*•  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...         4(^0 

The  Sugar  Conference. 

Lord  Pirbright        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         . .  ^         ...         ...     458 

The  Secretary  of  State  fw  Foreign  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdovone),,.     458 


State  of  Military  Supplies  in  1895. 

Lord  Monkswell      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         459 

Moved.  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  for  Papers 
relating  to  the  alleged  insufficiency  of  the  supply  of  cordite  and  small 
arms  ammunition  when  the  late  Government  quitted  office  in  1895. 
(The  Lard  Monkswell) 

The  Under  Secretary  of  Stale  fm' War  {Lord  Raghn)      465 

Lord  Tweedmoulh    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  467 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme           470 

Lord  Mankswell      475 

On  Question,  Motion  negatived. 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.— Moved,  That  the  Message  of  the  House 
of  Commons  of  the  18th  of  March  last  with  respect  to  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  be  taken  into  consideration  (The  Lord  Churchill) ;  agreed 
to ;  the  said  Message  considered  accordingly. 

Then  it  was  moved  that  a  Committee  of  Seven  Lords  be  appointed  to 
join  with  a  Committee,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  Message ;  agreed  to. 

The  Lords  following  were  named  of  the  Committee — 

E.  Camperdown.  L.  Wenlock. 

E.  Carrington.  L.  Sandhurst. 

V.  Hampden.  L.  Lamington. 
L.  Hatherton. 

Ordered,  that  such  Committee  have  power  to  agree  with  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  appointment  of  a  Chairman. 

Then  a  Message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  in 
answer  to  their  said  Message  to  inform  them  of  the  appointment  of  the 
said  Committee  by  this  House,  and  to  propose  that  the  Joint  Committee  do 
meet  in  Committee  Room  B  on  Friday  the  2nd  of  May  next  at  Three 
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Agricultnre  and  Technical  lostraction  (Ireland)  Bill.— Brought  from  the 

Commons;  read  1*;  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  42.) 477 

Peer's  Bankruptcy  Annulled. — The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  he  had  received  from  the  Registrar  in  Bankruptcy  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  a  certificate  under  the  Seal  of  the  said  Court,  that  on  the 
11th  day  of  April,  1902,  the  said  Court  made  an  order  annulling  the  Bank- 
ruptcy of  the  most  noble  William  Angus  Drogo,  Duke  of  Manchester       ...     477 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  before  Six  o'clock,  till  tomorrow, 
a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  THURSDAY,  17th  APRIL,  1902. 

The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 
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Croonal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) — Proclamation.  —  [Motion  for 
Adjournment.] 

Mr.  JOHN  BEDMOND  (Waterford),  rose  in  his  place,  and  asked  leave  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  a 
definite  matter  of  urgent  public  importance,  viz.,  '*  the  proclamation  of 
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nine  counties  and  two  cities  in  Ireland  under  Sections  2,  3,  and  4  of 
The  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887;"  and  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  having  been  signified — 


Mr,  John  Redmond 


♦♦^ 


*•* 


«*« 


*•• 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  *«  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 
— {Mr,  John  Redmond,) 


'     Mr,  Sheehan  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) 
Mr.  Power  (Waierfard,  E,) 
Mr.  Archdale  (Fermanagh^  N,)      ... 
Mr.  T.  W,  RusseU  (Tyrone,  S.)     ... 

Mr.  nUUm  (Mayo,  k)       

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.) 

Mr,  Macartney  {Antrim,  S.) 
Lord  Hugh  CecU  Ifireenwich) 
ifr,  ffarringUm  {IMlinf  Harbom) 

Qtieaition  put« 

Mouse  divided  ; — Ayes,  148 ;  Noes,  263.    (Division  List  No.  117.) 

NEW"  BILL. 


Day  Industrial  Schools  Ireland  Bill — "  To  provide  for  the  establishment 

of  Day  Industrial  Schools  in  Ireland,"  presented  by  Mr.  Harrington,  under 
Standing  Order  31 ;  supported  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien, 
and  Mr.  Field  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  14th  May,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  154.]   ...         ...         ...         ...         

Ways  and  Means  [15th  April] — Report — Resolutions  reported. — 

Loan. 

1.  "That  towards  makine  good  the  supply  granted  to  His  Majesty 
for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1903,  sums 
not  exceeding  £32,000,000  may  he  raised  by  means  of  the  creation  of  2f 
per  cent.  Consolidated  Stock  within  the  meanine  of  The  National  Debt 
(Conversion)  Act,  1888 ;  and  that  any  annuities  forming  stock  so  created 
be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

"  That  all  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  raising  the  said  sums, 
including  any  additional  remuneration  to  the  Banks  of  Engluid  and  Ireland, 
be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund.'' 

Stabip  Duty  (Bills  of  Exchange). 

2.  "That  on  and  after  the  1st  da^  of  July,  1902,  2d.  shall  be  sub- 
stituted for  Id.  as  the  Stamp  Duty  on  biUs  of  exchange  pavable  on  demand, 
or  at  sight,  or  on  presentation,  or  within  three  days  alter  oate  or  sight'' 

GONTINTJANCE  OF  ADDmONAL  CUSTOMS  DXJTIES. 

3.  "  That  the  additional  Customs  Duties  on  tobacco,  beer,  and  spirits 
imposed  by  Sections,  2,  3,  4,  and  5  of  the  Finance  Act,  1900  (including  any 
increased  Duties  imposed  by  Section  5  of  that  Act),  shall  continue  to  be. 
charged  until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1903.'' 
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CONTIMUANCK  OF  ADDITIONAL  EXCISB  DUTY  ON  BEER  AND  SPIRITS. 

4.  "That  the  additional  Excise  Duties  on  Beer  and  Spirits  imposed 
bj  Sections  6  and  7  of  the  Finance  Act,  1900,  shall  continue  to  be  charged 
until  the  Istday  of  August,  1903." 

Amkndmknt  of  Law. 

5.  "That  it  is  expedient  to  prolong  the  term  of  certain  annuities,  and 
to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  National  Debt,  Ihe  Customs,  and  the 
Inland  Bevenue." 

Customs — Tea, 

6.  "  That  the  Customs  Duty  charged  on  Tea  shall  continue  to  be  charged 
unto  the  first  day  of  August^  mneteen  hundred  and  three  (that  is  to  say — 

"  Tea        •        •        the  pound  Sixpence." 

Basolutions  agreed  to. 

B31  ordered,  upon  the  First  Resolution,  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Deputy  Chair- 
man, the  Uhancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 


LOIUI  BilL — "  To  provide  for  raising  money  f6r  the  service  of  the  year  ending 
the  Slst  day  of  March,  1903,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and   to  be  printed. 

lOlil  IwO.J  «..  *..  •«•  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...       0^9 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LOEDS :  FRIDAY,  1«th  APRIL,  1902. 
Several  Lords  took  the  Oath. 

PRIVATE    BILL   BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acauainted  the  House.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Pailia- 
ments  had  laid  upon  die  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that 
die  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  beea 
complied  with : — 

City  of  London  (Spitalfields  Market). 
Commercial  Gras. 

Fnmess  Railway  ^Steam  Vessels). 
Gloucestershire  Electric  Power. 
Great  Western  Railway  (Crumlin  Viaduct). 
Great  Eastern  Railway. 
Pighftm  Ferrers  and  Rushden  Water  Board. 
Manchester  Corporation  Tramways. 
Newcasde-on-Tyne  Electric  Supply. 

Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bilf 
have  not  been  complied  with : — 

Weardale  and  Shildon  District  Water  [H.L.]  (Petition  for  additional 
Provision). 
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L.  Lilford, 

L.  Massey, 
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South  African  War — Peace  NBooTTAxiONa 

The  Earl  of  CamperdoiDn 629 

The  Prime  Minister  and  Lard  Privy  Seal  (the  Marquess  of  Salisbury)       . . .     629 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Five  o'clock,  to  Monday  next, 
a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 
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I  ^jUI    JL  V  v.  I  .«•  ...  ...  ...  ...  <••  •••  •••  •••         \/w^# 

SUPPLY. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1902-3. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,411,250  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1903,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Working  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Telegraph  Service." 

Captain  Norton  {Nemngion^W,)    ...         661 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  Item  A  (Maintenance  of  the 
Postal  Telegraph  System)  be  reduced  by  £100." — {Captain  Norton,) 

Mr,  Hay  (Shoreditchy  Hoxton)        665 

Sir  Albert  Rdlit  (Islington,  S,)      ...  668 

Mr,  David  Maclver  {Liverpool,  Kirkdale) 670 

T?ie  Financial  Secretary  to  the    Treasury    {Mr.    Austen    Chamberlain, 

Worcestersliire,  E.)       671 

Mr,  Keir  Hardie  {Merthyr  Tydvil) 677 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis)     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  678 

Mr,  Kearley  {Devonport)     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  680 

Captain  Norton       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  682 

Mr,  Bartley  {Islington,  N)  682 

Mr.  McKenna  {Monmouthshire,  N.)  68S 

Question  put. 

The  Conmiittee  divided  : — Ayes,  134  ;  Noes,  165.   (Division  List.  No.  118.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr,  Weir  {Boss  and  Cromarty)       68T 

Mr,  Alexander  Cross  {Glasgow,  Camlachie)  687 
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Sir  John  Leng  (Dundee)     ...         ...  ...  ..  ...  689 

Mr,  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S,)    ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  692 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain     ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  693 

Mr,  Munro  Ferguson  (Leith  Burghs)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  696 

Sir  Andrew  A gnew (Edinburgh,  S.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  698 

Mr.  Black  (Banffshire)       ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  698 

Air.  Gibson  Botoles  ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  700 

Mr.  Norman  (JFolverhamjpUm,  S.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  700 

Mr.  Ausien  Chamberlain    ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  701 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
JB5,961,815  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1903,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Post  OflBce  Services,  the  Expenses  of  Post  Office 
Savings  Banks,  and  Gk)vemment  Annuities  and  Insurances,  and  the 
collection  of  the  Post  Office  Revenua 

Mr.  Thomas  Bayley  (Derbyshire,  Chesterfield)        706 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced 
by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  GreneraL" — (Mr. 
Thomas  Bayley.) 

Mr.  GaVmciiy  (Manchester,  S.JF.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  707 

Mr,  Kearley            ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  709 

Mr.  Duke  (Plymouth)         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  713 

Mr.  Helme  (Lancashire,  Lanmster)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  716 

Mr.  David  Morgan  (Essex,  IValthamstow)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  717 

Mr.  Levy  (Leiresterskire,  Loughborough)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  718 

Mr.  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  719 

'  Mr.  Stcift  MacXeill  (Donegal,  S.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  723 

Mr.  Banbury  (Cambenofll,  Peckham)  ...  ...  ...  ...  725 

Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick)      729 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain    ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  731 

Mr.  Nannetii  (Dublin,  College  Green)  ...  ...  ...  740 

Mr.  Butcher  (York)...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  742 

Mr.  Ketr  Mardie     ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  743 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  110;  Noes,  150.     (Division  List  No.  119.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Captain  Norton       747 

Mr.  Talbot  (Oxford  University)       751 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 753 

Certain  Norton       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  754 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,961,715, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Captain  Norton.) 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  83  ;  Noes,  145.     (Division  List  No.  120.) 
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Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Objection  being  taken  to  further  proceeding. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,   "  That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayes,  149;  Noes,  79.     (Division  List  121.) 

Original  Question  put  accordingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;    Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 


Land  Purchase  Acts  (Ireland)  (Rules  Issued  by  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
mission). 

Mr,  Dillon  {Mayo^  E.)       ...         .^        759 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented His  Majesty,  praying  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  annul 
Order  I.     (Inspection  of  holdings)" — (Mr.  DilUm,) 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr,  Wyndham,  Dover) 766 

Mr,  T,  W,  Russell  {Tyrone,  S.)      768 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  55 ;  Noes,  113.     (Division  List  No.  122.) 

Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  after  One  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  MONDAY,  21st  APRIL,  1902. 

Baron  Dufferin  and  Clandeboye. — Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
That  the  right  of  Terence  John  Temple,  Baron  Dufiferin  and  Clandeboye,  to 
vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Ix)rd  Chancellor ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

JL  cv  i^XO  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •«•  •••  •••         fff  f^ 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Speaker  acquainted  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  had 
laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — 

Barking  Oas. 

Omagh  Urban  District  G^ 
Grand  Junction  Water. 
Midland  Railway. 
Ticehurst  Water. 
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Abo  the  CertifiGate  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with : — 

London  County  Council  (Money). 

Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  not  yet  been  complied  with : — 

Islington  and  Euston  Railway  [h.l.] 

(Petition  for  additional  Provision). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  773 

Weardale  and  Shildon  District  Water  Bill  [h.!.].— (Petition  for  additional 

mt>yi8ion) ;  London  United  Tramways  Bill ;  Islin^n  and  Euston  BaUway 
mil  [H.L.]. — (Petition  for  additional  provision). — Examiner's  Certificates  of 
non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  on  Friday  next      ...        ...         ...        ...         ...         ...         ...     773 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.];  Bickmansworth  G^  Bill   [h.l.]. — ^A 

witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select  Committee       773 

Watt  Hampshire  Water  Bill  [h.l.]. — ^Beported,  with  Amendments 774 

Oreat  Northern  Bailway  (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.].— The  Chairman  of  Committees 
informed  the  House  that  the  Opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn.  The 
order  made  on  the  24th  of  February  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed...     774 


Exeter  and  District  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Hastings  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].— 

v/ommitted        ..•         ...        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..•     i/4 

South    Shields,   Sunderland,   and    District    Tramways  Bill   [h.lJ; 

Mexborough    and   Swindon    Tramways    Bill    [h.l.]. — Committed.     The 
Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection     ...  ...     774 

Middlesex  Oonnty  Oonncil  Tramways  Bill.— Bead  2%  and  committed. 

The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection      774 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill.— Bead  2%  and  committed     ...    774 
Bhondda  Urban  District  Council  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Busthall  Manor 

Bill  [H.L.]. — Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Conmions  774 

Local  Ooyemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill— Brought  from  the 

^^omuioos  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  «••      ff% 


Hamilton  Oas  Provisional  Order  Oonflrmational  Bill  [h.l.].— Returned 

from  the  Commons  agreed  to  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...     774 


Lancashire  Oountnr  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill  [h.l.]. — The  Lord  Stanmore, 

Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee,  reported  that  the  Lord  Montea^le  of 
Brandon  was  not  present  this  day,  and  that  the  Committee  contmued 
■itting  in  his  absence,  all  parties  having  consented  thereto ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      ...        ...         ...        ...        ...        ...         ...     774 
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AbertilleFy  Urban  District  Oonncil  Bill  [h.l.];  Bradford  Corporation 
Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Bradford-on-Avon  Gas  Bill  rH.L.]  ;  Rhymney  Railway  Bill  [h.l,]  ; 
Consett  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Weardale  and  Shildon  District  Water 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Margate  Corporation  Water  Bill  [H.L.];  South-Eastern  and 
London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railways  Bill  [h.l];  Wigan  Corporation  Bill 

E.L.]. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Earl  of  Stafford 
proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said 
Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Massy ;  read  and  agreed  to 775 

Bristol  Water  Bill  [h.l] ;  Longwood  Gas  Bill  [h.l];  Rickmansworth  Gas 
Bill  [h.l];  North  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l];  Buxton  Urban  District 
Council  Bill  [h.l];  Northumberland  Electric  Tramways  Bill  [h.l];  Tyneside 
Tramways  and  Iramroads  Bill  [h.l]  ;  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation 
Tramways  Bill  [h.l]. — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the 
Lord  Massy  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of  Lord  Monteagle  of  Brandon;  read  and 

cue  *  WWvX.  vv*  •••  •••  »••  «••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••«      m    §  ^J 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC. 

Fisheries  (Scotland). — The  Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Fishery  Board 

for  Scotland,  being  for  the  year  1901.     Part  II.  Salmon  Fisheries 775 

Miscellaneous,  No.  5.  (1902). — Correspondence  relating  to  the  Brussels  Sugar 

Bounty  Conference.      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     775 

Colonies. — Correspondence  relating  to  the  Sugar  Conference  at  Brussels,  1901- 

X  %/\J  Jd  •••  •••  ••*  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •»•  •••  fv  ^ 

South  Africa. — Statistics  of  the  Refugee  Camps  in  South  Africa       776 

AiiMY. — Approximate  estimate  of  expenditure  under  the  Barracks  Act  of  1890 

and  .Military  Works  Acts  of  1897,  1899,  and  1901 776 

Agrarian  Outrages  (Ireland). — Return  for  the  Quarter  ended  31st  March, 
1902. 

Presented  [by  Command]  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 776 

Superannuation  Act,  1884.— Treasury  Minute,  dated  15th  April,  1902, 
declaring  that  Thomas  Judd,  artificer.  War  Department,  was  appointed 
without  a  Civil  Service  Certificate  through  the  iimdvertence  on  the  part  of 
the  Head  of  his  Department :  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       776 

Standing  Orders. — Standing  Order  No.  lxxxvii.  amended  by  leaving  out  the 
following  words,  viz. : — 

1.  No  original  of  any  record  or  public  document  in  the  custody  of 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  shall  be  required  to  be  produced  before  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  or  any  other  Committee  of  this  House 
without  a  written  order  for  such  production,  signed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  the  Chairman  of  such  Committee.  Such  records 
and  documents  shall  be  proved  by  certified  copies  as  provided  by 
I  he  Public  Record  Act,  1838,  1st  and  'ind  Victoria,  chap.  94. 
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And  inflerting  in  lieu  thereof — 

1.  No  original  of  any  record  or  document  in  public  custody  in  the 
United  Kingdom  shall  be  required  to  be  produced  before  the 
Committee  for  Privileges  without  a  written  order  for  such  pro- 
duction, signed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees. Such  records  and  documents  shall  be  proved  by  copies 
as  in  ordinary  legal  proceedings  pursuant  to  the  Public  Record 
Act,  1838,  and  the  Documentary  Evidence  Acts  subsequently 
passed. 

And  to  be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  44.) 776 

Army  (Annual)  Bill. — Bead  3*  (according  to  order),  and  passed        777 

Local  Ooyemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill.— Head  1* ;  to  be 

printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners.     (No.  45.) 777 

Houne  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes   before  Five  o'clock,  till 
Tomorrow,  half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :    MONDAY,  21st  APRIL,  1902. 

The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 

The  CHAiRBfAN  OF  Ways  and  Means.— The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 

House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means    ...     777 

Nkw  Wrft.— New  Writ  for  the  Borough  of  Woolwich,  in  the  room  of  Colonel 

Edwin  Hughes  (Chiltem  Hundreds).— (5ir  fruiiam  JValrond,)        777 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

London  Oonnty  Oonncil   (TramwayB  and  Improyements)   Bill   [By 
Order]. 

Mr,  Boulnois  (Marylebone,  E.) 777 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,  Banhunj  (Camberwell^  Peckham)       778 

Mr,  Boulnois         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     778 

Sir  Joseph  Pease  {Durham,  Barnard  Castle)  779 

Motion  made,  and  Questionproposed,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  to  omit  Tramway  No.  7  (Victoria  Embankment)." — 
{Mr,  Boulnois,) 

Mr,  Bartley  {Islington,  N,)  780 

Mr,  John  Bums  {Baitersea)  782 

Mr.  Banbury  78^ 

Sir  J.  Dirksi/n-Poynder  { JFiltshire,  Chippenham)   ...  ...  ...  ...  7 W 

Mr,  Macdona  (Southtcark,  BotherhUlt^)       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  785 

!Sir  F,  I Hf on- Harlland  {Middlesex,  Uxbridge)        ...  ...         ...         ...  785 
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Mr,  Moon  {SL  Pannas,  N,) -     786 

Mr.  Burdett-CouUs  {Westminster) ...         ...         ...     786 

Lt.-Col,  Pilkinyton  (Lancashire,  Netoton)    .•.         ...         ...         ...         —    788 

Question  put. 

The  Hoi:uie  divided : — Ayes,  159 ;  Noes,  178.  (Division  List  No.  123.) 

London  CoimxY  Council  (Money)  Bill  (Standing  Orders  Applicable 
Thereto  Complied  With). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading!Jthereof,  the  Standing  Orders- 
which  were  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

• 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  Not  Previously  Inquired 
Into  Complied  With). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  originatine  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

Isle  of  Wight  Central  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 
London  and  South-Westem  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 
Scottish  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  Bill  [Lords]. 
Street  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  791 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (Standing  Orders  Applicable  Thereto  Com- 
plied With). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are 
applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  (No.  2)  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  tomorrow      792^ 

Dundee  Corporation  Libraries  Order  Gonflrmation  Bill — Under  Section 

7,  Sub^tion  (2)  of  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899. — Considered ;  to  be  read  the  thira  time  tomorrow 792 

Great  Central  and  Midland  Bailways  (South  Torkslure  Railways) 

BilL — Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  on  the  Shireoaks,  Laughton 
and  Maltby  Railway  Bill  of  Session  1901  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Great  Central  and  Midland  Railways  (South  Yorkshire  Railways)  Bill 
of  this  session. — {Mr,  Caldwell,)  792 

Railways  Bills  (Group  6).— Ordered,  That  Thomas  M.  Greer  do  attend  the 
Committee  on  Group  6  of  Railway  Bills  tomorrow  at  half-past  eleven  of  the 
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BeUkst  Corporation  Bill. — Reported  with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  and  to  be  printed     ...         792 

BfCBSAOE  FROM  THE  LoRDS. — That  they  have  agreed  to  Amendments  to — 

Central  Ar^ntine  and  Rosario  Railway  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  passed  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  extend  the  time  limited 
by  the  Swansea  Corporation  Water  Act,  1892,  for  the  construction  of  the 
works  authorised  by  that  Act ;  and  to  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Boroueh  of  Swansea  in  regard  to 
their  water  undertaking ;  and  for  other  purposes.  [Swansea  Corporation] 
Water  Bill  [Lords.] 

And  also  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Corporations  of 
Ashton-under-Lyne  and  Dukinfield  to  acquire  the  Alma  Bridge  and  the 
approaches  thereto ;  to  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Corporation  of 
Ashton-under-Lyne  in  regard  to  their  tramway  and  electric  lighting  under- 
takings ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Ashton-under-Lyne  and  Dukinfield 
Corporations  (Alma  Bridge,  etc.)  Bill  [Lords.]  793^ 


Swansea  Corporation  Water  Bill  [Lords]. — A3hton-under-L3aie  and 
Dukinfield  Corporations  (Alma  Bridge,  etc.)  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  first 
time;  and  referred  to  the  £xammers  of  Petitions  tor  Private  Bills 794 

PETITIONS. 

Freshwater  Fish  (Scotland)  Act. — Petitions  in  favour:    From  Scottish 

Trout  Anglers'  Association  and  Dundee ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      794 

Housing   of  the   Working   Classes    and    Rating    Bill. — Petition  from 
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Electric  Supply  Undertakings  (CtoBCPANiES). — Return  ordered,  "relating 
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WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Considered  in  Committee 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Income  Tax. — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  income  tax  shall  be 
charged  for  the  year  beginning  the  6th  day  of  April,  1902,  at  the  rate 
of  Is.  3d." 

Mr,  Lough  {Islington^  W,)  

Sir  Walter  Tharhum  (Peebles  and  Selkirk) 

Mr,  Haldane  (Haddingtonshire)     

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles  (Lywn  Regis) 

Mr,  Young  (Cavan,  E,) 

Mr.  E,  B,  Faber  (Hampshire,  Andover)     ... 

Mr,  Ashton  (Bedfordshire,  Luton) 

Mr,  Alexander  Cross  (Glasgow,  CanUachie) 
Mr,  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S,)  .., 

Mr.  Coghill  (Stcke-upon-Trent)       

Mr,  Orembie  (Kincardineshire)       

Mr,  Bartley  (Islington,  N,)  

Mr,  Brynmor  Jones  (Swansea  Districts) 

Mr,  Plummer  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) 

Mr.  Alfred  Davies  (Carmarthen  Boroughs),., 

Mr.  Samuel  Roberts  (Sheffield,  Ecclesalt)    ... 

Mr,  Channing  (Northamptonshire,  E.) 

Mr.  David  Maclver  (Liverpool,  Kirkdale)  ... 

Mr.  Joseph  Walton  (Yorkshire,  JV.R.,  Bamsley) 

Sir  William  Harcourt  (Monmouthshire,  W.) 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  M.  Hicks  I 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  290 ;  Noes,  61.     (Division  List  No.  124.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  tomorrow  ;  Committee  to  sit  again  tomorrow. 

Public  Offices  (Dnblin)  Bill. — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on 
Question  [7th  April],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 
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It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Thursday. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  TUESDAY,  22nd  APRIL,  1902. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have 
been  complied  with  : — 

Manchester  and  Liverpool  Electric  Express  Railway. 
West  Ham  Gas. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  909 

Derbjrshire  and  Nottinghamshire  Electric  Power  Bill— Reported,  with  an 

Amendment       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     909 

Rnedon  Urban  District  Water  Bill— Reported,  without  Amendment      ...    909 

Sickmansworth  Oas  Bill  [ill.].- -Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  the  17th  of  February  and  the  20th  of 
March  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed. 909 

Hational  Telephone  Company  (Kingston-upon-Holl  Bill)  [h.l.].— Com- 
mitted ;  the  Committee  to  oe  proposed  by  tne  Committee  of  Selection.  . . .     909 

Cknint^  Courts  (Ireland)  Bill  [h.l.1— Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  further  Amendment.  The  Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be  received  on  Friday,  the  9th  of  May 
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City  of  London  Spitalfields  Market  Bill— Commercial  Gas  Bill— Read  2% 
and  committed;    the  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
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Fomess  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill.— Gloucestershire  Electric  Power 

Bill — Read  2*,  and  committed  910 

Oreat  Western  Railway  (Cmmlin  Viaduct)  Bill.— Read  2*,  and  committed ; 

the  Conmiittee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Conmiittee  of  Selection 910 

Oreat    Eastern     Railway    Bill — Higham    Ferrers    and    Rushden    Water 
Board  Bill. — Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill — Read  2*  and  com- 

UU  VvvU.       ...  ...  •**  •*•  •••  ...  ..•  ...  ...  ...  V  m  w 

Wadhnrst  Oas  BilL — Read  3%  with  the  Amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned 

to  the  Commons.  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     910 
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Committee,  with  Amendments  •..         .^         910 

Korth  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].— Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of 
the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  The  orders  made  on  24th  of  February  and  20th  of 
March  uist  discharged ;  and  Bill  committed 910 

Zlectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill  rH.L.].— A  Bill  to  confirm 

-  H«.' certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to  Ardsley  East  and  West,  Barton 
i     Regis,  Blaydon,  Chester-le-street,  Church  Stretton,  Tees,  Bebington,  New- 
bum,  Seghill,  Earsdon,  and  Tynemouth  (Rural),  and  Stanley  (Yorkshire) 

Presented  by  the  Earl  of  Dudley ;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to 

the  Examiners  ...         ...         ...         ..•         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     910 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill  [h.l.1  (No.  46).— A  Bill  to 

confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  and  the  Electric  Lighting  (Scotland) 
Act,  1890,  relatmg  to  Carnoustie,  Dumbarton,  Glasgow  (Kinning  Park), 
Grovan  (Extension),  Nairn,  and  St.  Andrew's  910 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Trade  Heports  :  Annual  Series. 
No.  2V68.  France  (Calais,  etc.) 
No.  2769.     G^ermany  (Chemnitz.) 

Presented  [by  Command] ;  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  911 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  (The  London  (Clerkenwell 
AND  Holborn)  Improvement  Scheme,  1900). — Statements  of  modifications 
permitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  to  be  made 
in  the  details  of  the  London  (Clerkenwell  and  Holborn)  Improvement 
Scheme,  1900,  so  far  as  relate  to  (1)  the  Union  Buildings  area;  (2)  the 
Aylesbury  Place  area.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       ...         •..         ..•         ...         ...         ...         ...     911 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Message  from  the  Commons,  That  they 
have  ordered  that  the  Committee  appointed  by  them  to  join  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes,  do  meet  the  Lords  Committee  in  Committee  Room  B  on  Friday, 
the  2nd  of  May  next,  at  three  o^clock,  as  proposed  by  their  Lordships      ...     911 

Musical  Copyright  Bill  [h.l.].— Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  with 
Amendments.  The  Report  thereof  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next,  and 
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House  adjourned  at  half-past  Four  o'clock  to  Thursday  next,  half- 
past  Ten  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  TUESDAY,  22nd  APRIL,  1902. 

The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 

The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. — The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 

House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  ...     912 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Oroydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways  Bill  (by  order).— Order  for 

Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  th^  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.'' 

Mr,  John  Ellis  {Nottinghamshire ^  liushcliffe)  ...  ...  ...  ...  912 

Mr.  Faritej' {Kenty  Sevenoaks)        ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  913 

Mr,  Jeffreys  (Hampshire^  N)         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  916 
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of  the  Tramways  having  been  agreed  to  be  struck  out  of  the  Croydon 
and  District  Electric  Tramways  Bill,  the  Bill  be  referred  back  to  the 
Examiners  to  report  whether,  under  those  circumstances.  Standing 
Order  22  has  been  complied  with  so  far  as  the  consents  of  the  local 
and  road  authorities  have  been  obtained.' '' — {Sir  John  Brunner,) 

Question  proposed — "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 
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Sir  John  Brunner  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  918 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
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third  time,  and  passed  ... 
VOL.  CVI.        [Fourth  Series.]  / 
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Wyndham  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••   1200 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary  Pay — Allowances. — Question,  Dr.  Thompson 

(Monaghan,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham      ...         ...         ...         ...         .-  1200 

PoRTUMNA  Railway. — Question,  Mr.   Field  (Dublin,   St.   Patrick) ;    Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1201 

Judicial  Utterances  in  Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  Condon  (Tipperary,  N.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1201 

Ireland  and  the  Corn  Duties.— Question,   Colonel  Nolan  (Galway,  N.) ; 

Answer,  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1202 

Irish  Tenant  Purchasers  and  the  Income  Tax. — Question,  Mr.  Kennedy 

(Westmeath,  N.) ;  Answer,  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach        1202 

Fastnet  Liguthouse. — Question,  Mr.  Nannetti;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour     1203 

Education  Bill. — Questions,  Sir  James  Rankin  (Herefordshire,  Leominster), 
Mr.  M*Kenna  (Monmouthshire,  N.),  and  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott  (Lancashire, 
Leigh) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1203 

Wrongful  Dismissal  of  Teachers. — Question,  Sir  Joseph  Leese  (Lancashire, 

Accrington) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour       1205 

Trusts.— Question,  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  1205 

National  Expenditure.— Question,  Mr.  Winston  Churchill  (Oldham) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  1205 

Royal  Patriotic  Commission. — Questions,   Mr.   Kearley  and   Mr.  Galloway 

(Manchester,  S.W.)  ;  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 120G 

Crofts  in  the  Island  of  Lewis  and  in  Ross-shire. — Question,  Mr.  Weir ; 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour       1207 

New  Rules  of  Procedure.— Question,   Sir  John  Leng  (Dundee) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour         120T 

South  African  War — Martial  Law — Detention  of  Mr.  Cartwright. — 
[Motion  for  Adjournment] 

Mr.  John  Morley,  Member  for  the  Montrose  District,  rose  in  his  place^ 
and  asked  leave  to  move  the  Adjournment  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  a  definite  matter  of  urgent  public  importance,  viz.,  "  the  compul- 
sory detention  of  Mr.  Cartwright  in  Cape  Town  without  charge  brought, 
and  for  indefinite  length  of  time."  But  the  pleasure  of  the  House  not 
having  been  signified,  Mr.  Speaker  called  on  those  Members  who  supported 
the  motion  to  rise  in  their  places,  and  not  less  than  forty  Members  having 
accordingly  risen, 

.Mr.  John  Morley 1208 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 
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Mr.  Guest  {Plymouth)         1259 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  182  ;    Noes,  259.     (Division  List  No.  130.) 

Selection  (Standing  Committees.) — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Selection,  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Members  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Ship- 
ping, and  Manufactures:— Mr.  Walter  Long,  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw,  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Tully,  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Baird 
and  Sir  Albert  ItoUit ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitution  :  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  for  Scotland,  Mr.  Rigg,  Mr.  Hay  den,  Mr.  Runciman,  Mr.  Mooney, 
Mr.  Goulding,  Sir  James  Woodhouse,  Mr.  Gretton  and  Sir  Frederick 
Grodson. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1265 

Shop  Clabs  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the  Standing  Committee 
<m  Trade,  etc. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  157.) 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  to  be  printed.     [No.  157.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Committee),  to  l>e  taken  into  consideration 

upon  Wednesday  Uth  June,  and  to  be  printed     [Bill  168.] 1265 
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Order  for  Attachment  of  a  Member. — Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  House 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  relating  to  the  attachment  of  a  Member  of 
vOis  xiouse         ...         ...         •«•         ..•         ..«         ***         ...         •.•         .«•  Ia^oo 

Select  Committee  on  Savings  Banks  Funds. 

Sir  William  Walrand  {Devonshire,  Tiverton)         ...         ...  1267 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Sir  Frederick  Dixon-Hartland 
be  added  to  the  Select  Committee." — {Sir  JFilliam  JFalrond.) 

Mr,  Channing  {NortJi^mptonshirey  E.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...   1267 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  Question  in  pursuance  of  the  Standing  Order  No.  16. 

The  House  divided — Ayes,  200;  Noes,  116.     (Division  List  No.  131.) 

NEW  BILLS. 

Contempt  of  Oourt  Bill. — "  To  amend  the  laws  relating  to  punishments  for 
contempt  of  Court,"  presented  by  Mr.  Patrick  Aloysius  M*Hugh,  under 
Standing  Order  31 ;  supported  by  Mr.  O'Dowd,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr. 
William  O'Brien,  Mr.  Dillon,  and  Mr.  Clancy ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Thursday  8th  May,  and  to  be  printed.     [BiU  169.]     1271 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation  (Scotland)  Bill— "To  provide  for 

superannuation  allowances  to  Poor  Law  officers  and  servants  in  Scotland, 
and  for  contributions  towards  such  allowances  by  such  officers  and  servants, 
and  to  make  other  relative  provisions,"  presented  by  Mr.  Maxwell,  under 
Standing  Order  31 ;  supported  by  Sir  Lewis  M*Iver,  Sir  Robert  Reid,  Mr. 
Nicol,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Cross,  Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  Ure,  and  Mr.  Ren- 
shaw ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  1 2th  May,  and  to  be  printed  ; 
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New  Procedure  Rules. — [Tenth  Day's  Debate.] 

New  Standing  Order— (Business  in  Supply.) 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  proposed 
to  proposed  New  Standing  Order  (Business  in  Supply)  [11th  April  J  "  That 
as  soon  as  the  Committee  of  Supply  has  been  appointed  and  Estimates  have 
been  presented,  the  business  of  Supply  shall,  until  disposed  of,  be  the  first 
Order  of  the  Day  on  Thursday,  unless  the  House  otherwise  order  on  the 
Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  moved  at  the  commencement  of  public 
business,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  debate. 

"  Not  more  than  twenty  days,  being  days  before  the  5th  of  August, 
shall  be  allotted  for  the  consideration  of  the  annual  Estimates  for  the 
Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  including  Votes  on  Account.  The  days 
allotted  shall  not  include  any  day  on  which  the  Question  has  to  be  put 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair,  or  any  day  on  which  the  business  of 
Supply  does  not  stand  as  first  Order. 

"  Provided  that  the  days  occupied  by  the  consideration  of  Estimates 
supplementary  to  those  of  a  previous  session  or  of  any  Vote  of  Credit,  or 
of  Votes  for  Supplementary  or  Additional  Estimates  presented  by  the 
Government  for  war  expenditure,  shall  not  be  included  in  the  computation 
of  the  twenty  days  aforesaid. 
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"  Provided  also  that  on  Motion  made  after  notice  by  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  debate,  additional  time, 
not  exceeding  throe  days,  may  be  aUotted  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  either 
before  or  after  the  5  th  of  August. 

"  On  a  day  so  allotted,  no  business  other  than  the  business  of  Supply, 
shall,  except  on  the  last  two  of  the  allotted  days,  be  taken  before  midnight 
unless  it  is  unopposed,  and  no  business  in  Committee  or  proceedings  on 
Report  of  Supply  shall  be  taken  after  midnight,  whether  a  general  Order 
for  the  suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  is  in  force  or  not,  unless  the 
House  otherwise  order  on  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at 
the  commencement  of  public  business,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment 
or  debate. 

"Of  the  days  so  allotted,  not  more  than  one  day  in  Committee  shall  be 
allotted  to  any  Vote  on  Account,  and  not  more  than  one  sitting  to 
the  report  of|  that  Vote.  At  Midiiight  on  the  close  of  the  day  on  which 
the  Committee  on  that  Vote  is  taken,  and  at  the  close  of  the  sitting  on 
which  the  Report  of  that  Vote  is  taken,  the  Chairman  of  Committees  or 
the  Speaker,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  forthwith  put  every  Question 
necessary  to  dispose  of  the  Vote  or  the  Report. 

"  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  days  so  allotted, 
the  Chairman  shall  forthwith  put  every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of 
the  Vote  then  under  consideration,  and  shall  then  forthwith  put  the  question 
with  respect  to  each  class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  that  class  be  granted  for  the  services 
defined  in  the  class,  and  shall  in  like  manner  put  severally  the  questions 
that  the  total  amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
Navy,  the  Army,  and  the  Revenue  Departments  be  granted  for  the  services 
defined  in  those  Estimates. 

"  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  allotted  day,  the  Speaker  shall  forth- 
with put  every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  report  of  the  Resolution 
then  under  consideration,  and  shall  then  forthwith  put,  with  respect  to 
each  class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates,  the  question.  That  the  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  all  the  outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in 
respect  of  that  class,  and  shall  then  put  a  like  question  with  respect  to  all 
the  Resolutions  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the  Navy,  the  Army,  the 
Revenue  Departments,  and  other  outstanding  Resolutions  severally. 

"  On  the  day  appointed  for  concluding  the  business  of  Supply,  the 
consideration  of  that  business  shall  not  be  anticipated  by  a  Motion  of 
Adjournment,  and  no  dilatory  Motion  shall  be  moved  on  proceedings  for 
that  business. 

"  Any  additional  Estimate  for  any  new  service  or  matter  not  included 
in  the  original  Plstimates  for  the  year,  shall  be  submitted  for  consideration 
in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  some  day  not  later  than  Two  days  before 
the  Committee  is  closefl. 

**  For  the  purposes  of  this  Order  two  Fridays  shall  be  deemed  equiv- 
alent to  a  single  day  of  two  Sittings." — (M/\  A,  J.  Balfour,) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  Not  more  than  twenty  days, 
being  days  before  the  5th  of  August,  shall  be  allotted  for  the  consid- 
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Private  Bill  Petitions  [Lords]  Standing  Orders  not  Complied  with. — 
Mr.  Speaker:  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — 

Imperial  Institute  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 

v^rciors        •••  ••«  •*.  •••  •••  •••  •■•  •*  •••   ji  xut^ 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto  Complied 
with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred 
on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable 
thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  Tomorrow  ...  1  IBS- 
Private  Bills  (Petition  for  Additional  Provision^  (Standing  orders 
NOT  Complied  with\ — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one 
of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the 
Petition  for  additional  Provision  in  the  following  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders 
have  not  been  complied  with,  viz.: — 

London  and  North-Westem  Railway  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  116& 

Wrexham  Water  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 

third  time  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1166 

Scarborough  Tramways  Bill ;  Norwich  Corporation  (Electricity,  etc.)  Bill. — 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 

LlxlU  vvU      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...XXUvr 

York  Corporation  BilL — The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  in  pursuance  of 
Standing  Order  No.  83,  relating  to  Private  Bills,  informed  the  House  that 
in  his  opinion,  the  York  Corporation  Bill,  though  imopposed,  ought  to  be 
treated  as  an  opposed  Private  Bill. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1166 

Privatb  Bills  (Group  B.). — Mr.  Cawley  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Group  B  of  Private  Bills,  That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the  Com- 
mittee had  adjourned  till  Monday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 116fr 

Private  Bills  (Group  J.). — The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  informed  the 
House  that  the  Committee  on  Group  J  of  Private  Bills  not  being  appointed 
to  meet  until  Tuesday  next,  the  parties  promoting  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  [Mallow]  Bill,  which  was  set  down  for 
consideration  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Committee,  had  ap- 
peared before  him  and  proved  that  the  eiddence  of  Dr.  Thomas  Browne, 
Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland,  was  essential  to 
their  case,  and  that  his  attendance  could  not  be  procured  without  the  in- 
tervention of  the  House. 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS.  xcix 

^pnl  24.]  Page 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Dr.  Thomas  Browne  do  attend  the  Committee 
on  Group  J  of  Private  Bills  on  Tuesday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the 
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Message  moM  tub  Lords.— That  they  have  agreed  to  Wadhurst  Gas  Bill, 

with  an  Amendment     1167 

PETITIONS. 

Education   (England  and   WalesJ   Bill. — Petitions  for  alteration:  From 

Milton  and  Bedlingtonshire  ;  to  he  upon  the  Table  .. .         ...  1167 

Inebriates  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  from  Lanark,  in  favour    to  lie  upon 

vue  xaDie  ...         ...         ..■         ...         .•..         ...         ...         ...         ...iioi 

Licensing  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour  :  From  Pickering  and  Tyldesley  ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1167 

Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill. — Petition  from  Bussage, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1167 

Rating   of  Machinery  Bill. — Petition  from  Guisborough,  against;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1167 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour :  From 
Middlesbrough  (three),  Grangetown,  Shefl&eld,  Worcester,  Bradford  (York- 
shire), and  Wadsley  Bridge ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1167 

Vaccination  Prosecutions  Bill. — Petition  from  King's  iLynn,  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1167 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill. — Copy  ordered,  "of 
Memorandum  stating  the  nature  of  the  proposals  contained  in  the  Pro- 
visional Orders  included  in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) 
BilL" — {Mr,  GerM  Balfour.)    ...         1167 

Duties  on  British  Goods  (Foreign  Countries)  — Return  ordered,  "  of  the 
rates  of  import  duties  levied  in  European  countries,  the  United  States,  and 
Japan  upon  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdom." — 
(Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..'.   1168 

Maintenance  of  Roads  in  Rural  Districts  of  Administrative  Counties 
in  Ireland. — Return  ordered,  "for  the  year  ended  Slst  day  of  March, 
1901,  setting  out 

(a)  The  name  of  each  administrative  county  in  Ireland ; 

(b)  The  mileage  of  roads  (including   main  roads  maintained  in  each 

rural  district) ; 

(c)  The  average  cost  of  maintenance  per  mile  of  such  roads  (including 
main  roads) ; 

fd)  The  mileage  of  main  roads  in  each  rural  district ; 

(e)  The  average  cost  of  maintenance  per  mile  of  such  main  roads  ; 

(f)  Total  mileage  of  roads  under  (b)  in  each  county ; 

(g)  Total  mileage  of  main  roads  under  (d)  in  each  county  ; 
(h)  The  total  expenditure  on  roads  under  (b)  in  each  county  ; 
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(k)  The  total  expenditure  on  main  roads  under  (d)  in  each  county ; 
(1)   Average  cost  of  maintenance  per  mile  of  roads  under  (b)  in  each 

county ; 
(m)  Average  cost  of  maintenance  per  mile  of  main  roads  under  (d)  in 

each  county ; 

all  particulars  to  be  in  respect  of  the  said  period." — {Mr.  Kennedy.)  ...  1168 

Education  (Scotland)  (General  Report). — Copy  presented  of  Gteneral 
Report  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of- the  Northern  Division  of  Scotland  for  the 
year  1901  {by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table     ...  1168 

Prosecution  of  Offences  Act  1879  and  1884. — Return  presented  relative 
thereto  [Address  23rd  April ;  Mr,  Jesse  Collings] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
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PRill  1  70  1  1  *>7'> 

I   IJIU     X  I  V.  I  ...  ...  .••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...X.^Im 

New  Procedure  Rules.— [Tenth  Day*s  Debate.] 

New  Standing  Order — (Business  in  Supply.) 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  proposed 
to  proposed  New  Standing  Order  (Business  in  Supply)  [11th  April  J,  "  That 
as  soon  as  the  Committee  of  Supply  has  been  appointed  and  Estimates  have 
been  presented,  the  business  of  Supply  shall,  until  disposed  of,  be  the  first 
Order  of  the  Day  on  Thursday,  unless  the  House  otherwise  order  on  the 
Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  moved  at  the  commencement  of  public 
business,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  debate. 

"  Not  more  than  twenty  days,  being  days  before  the  5th  of  August, 
shall  be  allotted  for  the  consideration  of  the  annual  Estimates  for  the 
Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  including  Votes  on  Account.  The  days 
allotted  shall  not  include  any  day  on  which  the  Question  has  to  be  put 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair,  or  any  day  on  which  the  business  of 
Supply  does  not  stand  as  first  Order. 

"  Provided  that  the  days  occupied  by  the  consideration  of  Estimates 
supplementary  to  those  of  a  previous  session  or  of  any  Vote  of  Credit,  or 
of  Votes  for  Supplementary  or  Additional  Estimates  presented  b}'  the 
(jovernment  for  war  expenditure,  shall  not  be  included  in  the  computation 
of  the  twenty  days  aforesaid. 
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"  Provided  also  that  on  Motion  made  after  notice  by  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  debate,  additional  time, 
not  exceeding  throe  days,  may  be  allotted  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  either 
before  or  after  the  5th  of  August. 

"  On  a  day  so  allotted,  no  business  other  than  the  business  of  Supply, 
shall,  except  on  the  last  two  of  the  allotted  days,  be  taken  before  midnight 
unless  it  is  unopposed,  and  no  business  in  Committee  or  proceedings  on 
Report  of  Supply  shall  be  taken  after  midnight,  whether  a  general  Order 
for  the  suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  is  in  force  or  not,  unless  the 
House  otherwise  order  on  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at 
the  commencement  of  public  business,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment 
or  debate. 

"Of  the  days  so  allotted,  not  more  than  one  day  in  Committee  shall  be 
allotted  to  any  Vote  on  Account,  and  not  more  than  one  sitting  to 
the  report  of^  that  Vote.  At  Midnight  on  the  close  of  the  day  on  which 
the  Committee  on  that  Vote  is  taken,  and  at  the  close  of  the  sitting  on 
which  the  Report  of  that  Vote  is  taken,  the  Chairman  of  Committees  or 
the  Speaker,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  forthwith  put  every  Question 
necessary  to  dispose  of  the  Vote  or  the  Report. 

"  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  days  so  allotted, 
the  Chairman  shall  forthwith  put  every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of 
the  Vote  then  under  consideration,  and  shall  then  forthwith  put  the  question 
with  respect  to  each  class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  that  class  be  granted  for  the  services 
defined  in  the  class,  and  shall  in  like  manner  put  severally  the  questions 
that  the  total  amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
Navy,  the  Army,  and  the  Revenue  Departments  be  granted  for  the  services 
defined  in  those  Estimates. 

"  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  allotted  day,  the  Speaker  shall  forth- 
with put  every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  report  of  the  Resolution 
then  under  consideration,  and  shall  then  forthwith  put,  with  respect  to 
each  class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates,  the  question.  That  the  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  all  the  outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in 
respect  of  that  class,  and  shall  then  put  a  like  question  with  respect  to  all 
the  Resolutions  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the  Navy,  the  Army,  the 
Revenue  Departments,  and  other  outstanding  Resolutions  severally. 

"  On  the  day  appointed  for  concluding  the  business  of  Supply,  the 
consideration  of  that  business  shall  not  be  anticipated  by  a  Motion  of 
Adjournment,  and  no  dilatory  Motion  shall  be  moved  on  proceedings  for 
that  business. 

"  Any  additional  Estimate  for  any  new  ser\4ce  or  matter  not  included 
in  the  original  Estimates  for  the  year,  shall  be  submitted  for  consideration 
in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  some  day  not  later  than  Two  days  before 
the  Committee  is  closed. 

"For  the  purposes  of  this  Order  two  Fridays  shall  be  deemed  equiv- 
alent to  a  single  day  of  two  Sittings." — (Mr.  A.  ./.  Balfour.) 

WTiich  Amendment  was — 

"  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  Not  more  than  twenty  days, 
being  days  before  the  5th  of  August,  shall  be  allotted  for  the  consid- 
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eration  of  the  annual  Estimates  for  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Services, 
including  Votes  on  Account.  The  days  allotted  shall  not  include 
any  day  on  which  the  Question  has  to  be  put  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  Chair,  or  any  day  on  which  the  business  of  Supply  does  not 
stand  as  first  Order.*" — {Mr,  Laugh.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  Not  more  than  twenty  days, 
being  days  before  the  5th  of  August,  shall  be  allotted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  annual  Estimates  for  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil 
Services,  including  Votes  on  Account,'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  John  Redmond    {Waterford)          1275 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  ( Gloucester ahire^  Forest  of  Dean)        ...          ...         ...  1 284 

Mr.T.  W.  RtLssell  {Tyrone,  S) 1285 

Mr.  Dillon  {Mayo,  E.)      1288 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  ...  1295 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.) 1300 

Mr.  Stuart  Worthy  {Sheffield,  Hallam) 1302 

Mr.  M^Kenna  {MonmovihsJiire,  W.)        1303 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis)             ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  1 305 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  237  ;  Noes,  140.     (Division  List  No.  132.) 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  arising. 

It  being  after  midnight,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  Tomorrow. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  FRIDAY,  25th  APRIL,  1902. 

Baron  Ffrench. — Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  made  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  21st  day  of  March 
last,  that  the  right  of  the  Baron  Ffrench  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Repre- 
sentative Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  his  satisfaction,  be  sent 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  together  with  a  certificate  stating 
that  such  Report  has  been  made  and  that  the  House  has  ordered  it  to  be 
sent  to  the  said  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland  ...         ...         ...         ...1313 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Standing  Orders  Committee. — Report  from.  That  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  petitions  for  additional  provision  in  the 
following  Bills — 

Weardale  and  Shildon  District  Water  [h.l.], 
Islington  and  Euston  Railway  [H.L.], 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  leave  given  to  the  Committees  on  the  Bills 
to  insert  the  additional  proAnsions  ; 
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That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 
London  United  Tramways  Bill 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  the  powers  to  construct  Tramways 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  8  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

Read,  and  agreed  to     1313 

TiTerton  Market  Bill  [h. l.]. — Reported,  with  Amendments 1313 

LcmffWOOd  Oas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Abertillery  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]. — 

lieported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments     ...         ...         ...  1313 

Northomberland  Electric  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].— Report  from  the  Select 

Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration 
of  the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  Orders  made  on  4th  of  March  and  20th  of 
March  discharged,  and  Bill  committed  1313 

Kanchester  and  Liverpool  Electric  Express  Railway  Bill— Read  2%  and 

coiBmibi/eQ  -..-k         »■*>.         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...XvXy 

West  Ham  Oas  BilL — Read  2%  and  committed ;  the  Committee  to  be  proposed 

by  the  Committee  of  Selection  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1314 

Swindon  United   Oas  Bill    [h.l.]  ;   West  Hampshire  Water  Bill  [h.l.]. — 

Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  ...         ...         ...         ...  1314 

Finedon  Urban  District  Water  Bill— Read  3%  and  passed 1314 

Deronport  Corporation  (Gteneral  Powers)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Renfrew  Harbour 

Bill  [h.l.];  Birminghamand  Midland  Tramways  Bill[H.L.];  Wrexham  District 
Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Felixstowe  and  Walton  Improvement  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Saddle  worth.  Springhead,  and  Lees  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Leicester  Cor- 
poration Bill  [h.l.];  Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill  [h.lJ;  Dover  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.]. 
— Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following  Lords  be 
proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  the  said  Bilk,  viz. — 

M.  Winchester, 

L.  Stewart  of  Garlics  (E,  Galloway), 

L.  Abinger, 

L.  Congleton, 

L.  Glanusk  (Chairman) ; 
agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly  :   The  Committee  to 
meet  on  Friday  next  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the 
Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
againbt  the  Bills  to  l)e  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills  ...  1314 

Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— 

Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  (No.3)  Bill  [h.l.]:  Charing 
Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Kail  way  (No.  2)  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Islington  and 
Euston  Railway  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  City  and  Crystal  Palace  Kailway  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Edgware  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill  [h.I..];  Great  Northern  and  City 
Railway  Bill  [h.L.]  ;  North- West  London  Railway  Bill  [H.L.  j ;  Great  Northern 
and  Strand  Railway  Bill  [h.L.]  ;  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill 
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tH.L.] ; — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following  Lords 
>e  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  said  Bills,  viz. — 

V.  Hutchinson  (E,  D(moughnore\ 

L.  Saltoun, 

L.  Ribblesdale  (Chairman), 

L.  Castletown, 

L.  Aberdare ; 
agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly.      The  Committee  to 
meet  on  Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to 
the  Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  bv  counsel 
against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills 131G 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order  Bill.— Read  2»  (according  to  order), 

and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next       ...  1316 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Cape  of  GkK)D  Hope  Observatory. — Report  of  His  Majesty's  Astronomer 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admir- 
alty, for  the  year  1901.  Presented  (by  command);  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table...        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1316 

Musical  Copjrright  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Naval  Prize  Bill  [h.l.]— Read  3*  (accord- 
ing to  oraer),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  ...         ...         ...  1316 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty-five  minutes  before  Five  o'clock,  to  Monday 
next,  a  quarter  before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  FRIDAY,  25th  APRIL,  1902. 
The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Bathmines  and  Bathgar  Urban  District  Council  Bill. — As  amended,  con- 
sider^;  to  be  read  the  third  time     1316 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill.— Read  a  second  time  and 

committed         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...1316 

London  County  Council  (Subways  and  Tramways)  BUL— Reported,  with 

Amendments  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      1316 

Railway  Bills  (Group  No.  5). — Mr.  Scale  Hayne  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  No  5  of  Railway  Bills,  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next,  at  Elleven  of 
vue  ciocK  ...         ...         •••         •••         •••         ...         ...         ...         ...loxo 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Private  Bills  (Group  H). — Mr.  Hey  wood  Johnstone  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  H  of  Private  Bills,  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  half -past  Eleven 
oi   vue  ciocK        ...  ••>  ...  •..  ...  •».  •••  •••  ...    AwXt^ 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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Message  from  the  Lords 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled,  *'  An  Act  to  amend  the  Matri- 
monial Causes  Acts,  1857  and  1866,  by  extending  the  powers  of  the 
Court  in  relation  to  alimony  and  leave  to  intervene."  [Matrimonial 
Causes  Acts  Amendment  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also  a  Bill  intituled,  **An  Act  to  confer  further  powers  on  the 
Chiffwell,  Loughton,  Woodford  Gas  Company,  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Chigwell,  Loughton  and  Woodford  Gas  Bill  (Lords).] 

Also  a  Bill  intituled,  *'An  Act  to  provide  for  the  amalgamation  of 
certain  schools  in  or  near  the  city  of  Waterford ;  to  authorise  tne  establish- 
ment of  a  primary  and  also  of  a  secondary  school  in  or  near  the  said  city ;. 
to  constitute  a  governing  body  for  the  maintenance  and  control  of  the  new 
schools ;  to  vest  certain  property  and  endowments  in  and  to  confer  divers^ 
powers  for  the  management  of  the  new  schools  on  the  said  body,  and  for 
other  purposes."  [Waterford  and  Bishop  Foy  Endowed  Schools  Bill 
(Lords).] 

And  also  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  attaching  a  preference  to  the 
capital  to  be  issued  for  the  Ballyshannon  Extension  ;  for  the  consolidation 
and  conversion  of  the  capital  of  the  company ;  to  repeal  the  provisions  of 
former  Acts  as  to  separate  undertakings ;  to  further  extend  the  time  for 
the  completion  of  the  Ballyshannon  Extension ;  to  authorise  the  company 
to  work  its  undertaking  by  electricity ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Donegal 
Railway  Bill  (Lords).] 1316- 

Chigwell,  Loofl^iton,  and  Woodford  Oas  Bill  [h.lJ  ;— Waterford    and 

Bishop  Foy  Endowed  School  Bill  [H.L.];— Donegal  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].— 
Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 

.DIUS  «••  •••  •••  ..•  «••  •••  ...  •«•  •.•  ...XOXf 

PETITIONS. 

Bishopric  of  Southwark  Bill. — Petition  from  Salisbury,  in  favour;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table ...         ...         ...         •••         ...         ...         •.•         ...         ...13li 

Canal  Traffic  Bill. — Petition  from  Southampton,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

X.  aDie      ...         ...         ...         ...         ••.         .«•         ..•         •••         •..         •••loxt 

Church  Parish  Councils  Bill. — Petition  from  Salisbury,  against ;  to  lie  upon 

\^tift  X  aDio  •*.  •*■  ***  *■*  ...         ...  *••         ...  •••Xoxi 

Clergy  Discipline  Bill. — Petition  from  Salisbury,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

X  ame      ...         ...         ...         •••         ••*         ***         *••         ..•         ...         ...xoxo 

Education  (England  and  Wales^    Bill. — Petition  from   Sutherland  and 

Caithness,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      1318 

Petition  from  Salisbury,  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  and  Rating  Bill — Petition  from  Falkirk, 

against;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1318 

Licensing  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour;   From  Newcastle-upon-Tyne;  Barrow- 
ford  ;  and  Whitstable ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1318 
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Local  Authorities  Officers'  Superannuation  Bill. — Petition  from  South- 
ampton, in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1318 

Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill. — Petitions  against :  From 

Salisbury  and  Willesden  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ...         ...         ...         ...1318 

Plumbers'  Registration  Bill. — Petition  from  Eastbourne,  in  favour ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  .. .         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1318 

Public  Houses  (Hours  of  Closing)  (Scotland)  Act  (1887)  Amendment 

Bill. — Petition  from  Glasgow,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1318 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill. — Petitions  in  favour :  From 
Hyde  (six) ;  SheflBeld  (four) ;  Gloucester ;  Barrow-in-Fumess ;  Boumbrook  ; 
Blandford ;  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  ;  Chelmsford ;  Barrowford ;  Bristol ; 
South- West  Lancashire ;  Stroud  ;  Paddington  (ten) ;  Bingley  ;  Oswald- 
twist  le ;  and  Ormesby  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...1318 

Sunday  Trading  (Scotland)  Bill.  —  Two  petitions  from  Dalmamock,  in 

favour;  to  )ie  upon  the  Table ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1318 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill.  —  Return  presented 
relative  thereto  [ordered  24th  April ;  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed  [No.  158].    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1319 

Intermediate  Education  (Ireland). — Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Board  for  Ireland  for  the  year  1901  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  1319 

Charftable  Endowments  (London). — Further  Return  relative  thereto  [ordered 

2nd  August,  1894;  Mr,  Francis  Stevenson];  to  be  printed.     [No,  159.]    ...   1319 

Fleets  (Great  Britain  and  Foreign  Countries).  —  Address  for  "  Return 
showing  the  Fleets  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,  Germany,  Italy,  United 
States  of  America,  and  Japan,  distinguishing  battleships,  built  and  building; 
cruisers,  built  and  building ;  coast  defence  vessels,  built  and  building ; 
torpedo  vessels,  torpedo  boat  destroyers,  and  torpedo  boats,  built  and  build- 
ing. 

**  Return  to  show  date  of  launch,  displacement,  and  armaments  reduced 
to  one  common  scale  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  112  of 
^essionl90iy— {Sir  Charles  Dilke,)  1319 

QUESTIONS. 

South  African  War  —  Spion  Kop  Desp.vtches.  —  Question,  Mr.  Gibson 
Bowles  (Lynn  Regis);  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  1319 

Loyal  Burgiiers  and  the  Coronation.  -  Question,  Mr.  Norman  (Wolver- 
hampton, S.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Binpingham,  W.)  1320 
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New  Procedure  Eules.  —[Eleventh  Day's  Debate.] 

New  Standing  Order  (BusiNEai  in  Supply). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Question  [11th  April], 
**  That  as  soon  as  the  Committee  of  Supply  has  been  appointed  and  Estimates 
have  been  presented,  the  business  of  Supply  shall,  until  disposed  of,  be  the 
first  Order  of  the  Day  on  Thursday,  unless  the  House  otherwise  order  on 
the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at  the  commencement  of 
Public  Business,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate. 

"  Not  more  than  twenty  days,  being  days  before  the  5th  of  August, 
shall  be  allotted  for  the  consideration  of  the  annual  Estimates  for  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  including  Votes  on  Account.  The  days  allotted 
shall  not  include  any  day  on  which  the  question  has  to  be  put  that  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair,  or  any  day  on  which  the  business  of  Supply 
does  not  stand  as  first  Order. 

"  Provided  that  the  days  occupied  by  the  consideration  of  Estimates 
supplementary  to  those  of  a  previous  session  or  of  any  Vote  of  Credit,  or  of 
Votes  for  Supplementary  or  Additional  Estimates  presented  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  War  Expenditure,  shall  not  be  included  m  the  computation  of  the 
Twenty  days  aforesaid. 

"  Provided  also  that  on  Motion  made  after  Notice  by  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate,  additional  time,  not 
exceeding  three  days,  may  be  allotted  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  either 
before  or  after  the  5th  of  August. 

"  On  a  day  so  allotted,  no  business  other  than  the  business  of  Supply, 
shall,  except  on  the  last  two  allotted  days,  be  taken  before  midnight  unless 
it  is  unopposed,  and  no  business  in  Committee  or  proceedings  on  Keport  of 
Supply  shall  be  taken  after  midnight,  whether  a  general  Order  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'clock  Kiue  is  in  force  or  not,  unless  the  House 
otherwise  order  on  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at  the 
commencement  of  Public  Business,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or 
Debate. 

"  Of  the  days  so  allotted,  not  more  than  one  day  in  Committee  shall  be 
allotted  to  any  Vote  on  Account,  and  not  more  than  one  sitting  to  the  Report 
of  that  Vote.  At  midnight  on  the  close  of  the  day  on  which  the  Committee 
on  that  Vote  is  taken,  the  Chairman  of  Committees  or  the  Speaker,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  forthwith  put  every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the 
Vote  or  the  Report. 

'  ^  At  ten  of  the  clock  on  the  hat  day  but  one  of  the  days  so  allotted,  the 
Chairman  shall  forthwith  put  every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the 
Vote  then  under  consideration,  and  shall  then  forthwith  put  the  question 
with  respect  to  each  class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates,  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  that  class  be  granted  for  the  services 
defined  in  the  class,  and  shall  in  like  manner  put  severally  the  questions 
that  the  total  amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
Navy,  the  Army,  and  the  Revenue  Departments,  be  granted  for  the  services 
defined  in  those  Estimates. 

"  At  Ten  of  the  clock  of  the  last  allotted  day,  the  Speaker  shall  forth- 
with put  every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  Report  of  the  Resolution 
then  under  consideration,  and  shall  then  forthwith  put  with  respect  to  each 
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class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates,  the  question,  that  the  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  all  the  outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in  respect 
of  that  class,  and  shall  then  put  a  like  question  mth  respect  to  all  the  Reso- 
lutions outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the  Navy,  the  Army,  the  Revenue 
Departments,  and  other  outstanding  Resolutions  severally. 

"  On  the  days  appointed  for  concluding  the  business  of  Supply,  the 
consideration  of  that  ousiness  shall  not  be  anticipated  by  a  Motion  of 
adjournment,  and  no  dilatory  Motion  shall  be  moved  on  proceedings  for 
that  business." 

'*  Any  additional  Estimate  for  any  new  service  or  matter  not  included 
in  the  original  Estimates  for  the  year,  shall  be  submitted  for  consideration 
in  Committee  of  Supply  on  some  day  not  later  than  two  days  before  the 
Committee  is  closed. 

'*  For  the  purposes  of  this  Order  two  Fridays  shall  be  deemed  equivalent 
to  a  single  day  of  two  Sittings." — (Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour,) 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  T.  fF.  Bussdl  (Tpvne,  S.)     1340 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  8,  after  the  word  'Account,'  to  insert  the  words  *  and  not 
less  than  five  of  these  days  shall  be  allotted  to  Irish  Supply." — {Mr.  T.  W. 
Bussell.) 


Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Dillon  (MayOf  E.) 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E>) 

Sir  WiUiam  Harcowrt  (Monmouthshire,  W.)         

Mr.  Chaplin  (Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)         

Mr,  Clancy  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) 

Mr.  Coghiil  (Stoke-upon-TreTU) 

Mr.  Hemphiu  (Tyrone,  N.) 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  (Liverpool,  Scotland)  


1346 
1353 
1357 
1359 
1359 
1362 
1363 
1365 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  135 ;  Noes,  218.     (Division  List  No.  133.) 

Mr.  Channing  (Northamptonshire,  K)       1373 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  8,  after  the  word  *  Account,'  to  insert  the  words  *  and, 
in  the  consideration  of  the  Estimates,  Notices  of  Motion  as  to 
any  Vote  or  any  Item  in  any  Vote,  unless  the  House  other- 
wise direct,  shall  be  placed  in  order  according  to  a  classification  to  be 
made  by  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  from 
time  to  time,  and  all  such  Notices  of  Motion  shall  specify  the  object 
for  which  such  Motion  shall  be  made.' " — (Mr,  Channing.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
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Mx»  ji,  «/•  IkUjour ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1375 

Mr,  Chas,  Hothouse  (Bristol^  E,) 1376 

Mr,  Oibsan  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis)   ...         1376 

Mr,  Sydney  Buxion  {Tower  Hamlets^  Poplar)        1377 

Jar,  Ondpltn  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..1 37o 

Mr,  Joseph  A,  Pease  {Essex^  Saffron  Walden)       1380 

Mr,  James  Lowther  {Aent,  Thanet)            ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1379 

Mr.  Lough  {Islington^  W^ 1379 

Mr,  Power  {fFaierford,  £,)           1380 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles  1380 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  line  8,  after  the  word  '  shall/  to  insert  the  words  <  be 
allocate  each  week  to  such  Votes  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts,  and  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  location  so 
determined  at  the  Friday  sitting  of  each  week,  and  the  allotted  days 
shall' "— (Ifr.  Gibson  Bowles,) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  W,  Harcourt     ...         1382 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfmir  1382 

Sir  Arthur  Haytei' {Walsall)         1383 

Mr,  Goddai-d  {Ipswich)       » 1383 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles 1384 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  words  *for  War  Expenditure.'" — 
{Mr,  Gibson  Bowles,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question.'' 

Ju I,  ■M^/Uyii'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...X ooO 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour  1386 

iwL  §,   A-/%ww\/H    ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...X  I/O  • 

Mr,  Edmund  Robertson  {Dundee) 1388 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour .  1389 

nr,  UiUon  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ,,,         ...l 390 

The    Financial    Secretary    to    the    Treasury  {Mr,   Austen    Chamberlain, 

Worcestershire^  E.) 1391 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  15,  after  the  word  '  Expenditure,'  to  insert  the  words  *  or 
for  any  new  service  not  included  in  the  ordinary  Estimates  for  the 
year.'  ^—{Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  be  there  inserted." 

dwlTt   JjjyCo     «t.  •••  •«•  ••■  ...  ...  ••*  ...  ...X«)*7X 

Question  put,  agreed  to.  ... 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  .,,         1392 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.* " 
— (Mr.  Gibson  Bowles,) 

•     ■ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour 1393 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

JXLr.  LAJUtyflt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     l«j«yo 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  not  exceeding  three  days.'  " 
— {Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words  '  not  exceeding '  stand  part  of  the 
Question.'' 

• 

Mr.  A.  J.  Baljowr ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1 394 

Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse        1394 

Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick)      1394 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  138 ;  Noes,  95.     (Division  List  No.  134.) 

Mr.  Flynn  (Cork  Co.y  N.) 1397 

Amendment  proposed — 

-  • .  • 

"In  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  Three,'  and  insert  the  word 
'Five.^"— (J/r.  iYyim:) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  Three,'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


2kWjL9  •    A  vOvCv        •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ■••  ••• 

Mr.  fFeir  (Boss  and  Cromarty)      

The  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govemmsnl  Board  {Mr.  Grant  Lawson, 

N.R.y  Thirsk) ... 
Mr,  HemphiU 

Mr.  GaUoway  {Manchestery  S.W.) 

Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 

Mr,  Chaplin, 

Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse        


Yorkshire 


1399 
1404 

1401 
1401 
1402 
1403 
1404 
1404 
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Mr.  Bartley  (Islington^  N,)  

Mr.  Oeorge  Whiteley  {Yorkshire^  W.R.^  Pudsey)   ... 
Mr,  A.  J ^  JjcUjour  ...         ...         ...         ...         ... 
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...  1405 
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...  1408 


Question  proposed. 

Tbe  House  divided : — Ayes,  162  ;  Noes,  101.     (Division  List  No.  135.) 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"In  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  purposes  aforesaid,' and 
insert  the  words  *  business  of  Supply.' "—  (Mr.  Gibsf^n  Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Flynn  ... 
Amendment  proposed — 


..   1411 


"  In  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  except  on  the  last  two  allotted 
.lays.'  ''—{Mr.  Fltrnn.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 


Mr.  A.  J.  Balfawr... 
Mr.  Dillon ... 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gallotvay 

Amendment  made— 


...  1412 
...  1412 
...  1413 


...   1414 


"  In  lines  22  and  23,  by  leaving  ,out  the  words  '  unless  it  is  unop- 
posed.' " — {Mr.  Galloway.) 


Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 


...  1414 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words,  *•  in  Committee  or  proceedings 
on  Report  of  Supply,'  and  insert  the  word  *  whatever.' " 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 


Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour             

...  1415 

Mr.  Dillon             

...  1415 

Mr.  James  Lowther            

...  1416 

Mr.  Lambert  {Devonshire,  South  Molion)  ... 

...  1417 

Mr.  Cnpps  (Lancashire,  Stretford) 

...   1417 

Mr.  Lough ... 

...  1417 

cxjc  TABLE    OF    CONTENTS. 

JprU  25.]  Page 

Mr,  Nussey  (PorUefrad) ...  1418 

Mt,  Bartley  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1418 

'^r.  A,  J.  Balfour 1419 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  191 ;  Noes,  108.     (Division  List  No.  136.) 

Mr,  Oibson  Batoles 1421 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  25,  after  the  word  *  not,*  to  leave  out  the  words  to  the 
word  *  debate,*  in  line  28,  inclusive.** — {^h.  Gibson,  Bowles,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question.** 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour 1423 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr,  Edmund  Robertson    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1424 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  the  words  *  Of  the  davs  so  allotted,* 
to  the  words  *  Vote  or  the  Report,'  in  line  35,  both  inclusive.** — {Mr, 
Edmund  Rohertson,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question.** 

Mr,  A,  J.  Balfour..,         ...  ...  ...  ...         ...  ...  ...   1425 

Sir  BrampUyii  Otirdon  {^lorjolky  N,)       1426 

jyjL '  •     A^  r   C#C/*7     •••  ••«  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••X  7  ^  ^? 

^kX«  •     J^W%/V%F9w  ■••  •«•  •••  •••  ••«  •••  •••  •••A   « ^x* 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  186;  Noes,  101.     (Division  List  No.  137.) 

Mr,  Channing        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1431 

It  being  Midnight,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  Five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 


End  of  Table  of  Contents  to  Volume  CVI. 


.jr.i  M.  llKrj.    -Mu.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk  Burghs).     On  page  221,  the  extract 

from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Henry  Hays  Hammond  (one  of  the  greatest 
mining  experts  in  South  Africa)  was  as  follows  : — **  I  would  regard 
the  sum  of  6it.  per  ton  of  ore  crushed,  or  the  sum  of  £4,826,5.*^*) 
per  annum,  as  a  Conservative  estimate  of  the  direct  and  indirect 
l)enefits  of  goccl  government.  Mr.  Eckstein  put  the  saving  as  high 
as  lOs.  per  tor.,  or  nearly  8  million  sterling  per  annum  of  a  saving." 

Page  221,  line  6  froii*  bottom,  after  "police  '*  insert  "  to  prevent  the 
enormous  thefts  of  gold  amalgam,  l)y  which,"  etc. 

Page  222,  after  line  8,  insert  "Several  mining  experts  had  spoken  iu 
even  stronger  language  than  he  had  used  of  the  resource's  of  the 
Transvaal.  Here  was  the  letter  of  Mr.  Kathbone,  mining  inspector 
in  the  Transvaal : — *  After  a  long  residence  in  the  Trausvaal,  and  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  its  great  mineral  resources,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  recuperative  powers  of  the  country  is  not  only  sufficient  to 
|)ay  off'  the  enormous  debt  sevenif  tim's  over,  but  I  feel  confident 
that  under  Lord  Milner's  wise  and  tactful  administration,  it  will  bo 
found  that  a  great  season  of  prosperity,  far  greater  than  the  country 
has  ever  yet  experienced,  will  shortly  take  place.'" 

Page  222,  line  16,  alter  "shipbuilding"  to  "ship-owning." 

Page  222,  line  2G,  after  "  on  that  point "  the  speech  concludes  thus : 
"  Then  I  think  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  scarcely 
been  fair  in  the  manner  in  which  he  has  dealt  with  the  Scottish 
industry  of  manufacturing  and  washing  nuts  from  ordinary  dross, 
which  of  itself  is  of  little  value  and  would  be  exempt  from  the  tax. 
The  patent  fuel  which  is  manufactured  in  Wales,  and  which  fetch r»s 
a  high  price,  has  been  exempted  from  the  tax,  while  the  article 
manufacturefl  in  Scotland  is  not,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a 
memorial  on  the  subject,  signed  by  twenty -three  Scottish  Unionist 
Members,  had  been  presented  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchetjuer. 
Every  one  of  the-^e  hon.  Members  satisfied  themselves  of  the  justice 
of  the  memorial  before  signing  it,  and  therefore  I  do  think  that 
when  Scotland  returns  so  many  staunch  supporters  of  the  L^nion,  it 
is  scarcely  fair  that  no  attention  has  hitherto  been  paid  to  their 
desires  on  this  point." 
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The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  Clock. 
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•^ 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 

M  KANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


v: 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (PETITION  FOR  ADDL 
TIONAL  PROVISION)  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
vision in  the  following  Bill,  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz. : — 

Liverpool  Corporation  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 
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PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (STAND- 
ING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE  THERETO 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto 
have  been  compUed  with,  viz. : — 

Electric   Lighting   Provisional  Orders 

(No.  2)  Bill. 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional   Orders 

(No.  3)  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

FURNESS  RAILWAY  (STEAM  VESSELS 

BILL). 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
[New  Title.] 

NOTTINGHAM  AND  RETFORD  RAILWAY 

BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

GRAND  JUNCTION  WATER  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

A 


standing  {COMMONS} 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 


Orders 
STANDING  ORDERS. 


SOUTHPORT  AND  LYTHAM  TRAMROAD 

BILL. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

TIPTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

BILL, 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  [5th  February] 
that  the  Tipton  Urban  District  Council 
Bill  be  committed,  be  read  and  discharged. 
Bill  withdrawn.     {Mr.  CaldtoelL) 

MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  2). 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of 

the  Secretary  of  State  under  the  Military 

,  Lands  Act,  1892,  ordered  to  be  brought 

in  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick  and  Lord 

Stanley. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING       PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4). 

Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  the  ^Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882 
and  1888,  relating  to  Aberdare,  Amble, 
Dover,  Frinton-on-Sea,  Gillingham  (Kent), 
Hindhead  and  District,  Leadgate,  Leather- 
head  District  (Ashstead  and  Mickleham), 
Paignton,  and  Stanley  (Durham),  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 
and  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 

military;  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  2)  BILL. 

"To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  under  the  Military 
Lands  Act,  1892,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  145.] 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

"  To  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888, 
relating  to  Aberdare,  Amble,  Dover, 
Frinton-on-Sea,  Gillingham  (KentV  Hind- 
head  and  District,  Leadgate,  Leatnerhead 
District  (Ashstead  and  Mickleham), 
Paignton,  and  Stanley  (Durham)," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BUI  146.] 


Resolutions  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee— 

1.  *'That,  in  the  case  of  the  London 
United  Tramways  Petition,  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with ; 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the  powers 
to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  1,  2,  3, 
and  8  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill;  That 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report 
how  far  such  order  has  been  complied 
with." 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  South 
Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill, 
Petition  for  additional  provision,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with ;  That  the  parties  be  permitted 
to  introduce  their  additional  provision 
provided  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
think  fit.*' 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  London 
Coimty  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill, 
Petition  for  dispensing  with  Standing 
Order  129  in  the  case  of  the  Petition 
of  the  *  Metropolitan  Begistered  Lodging 
House  Keepers'  Association,  and  Begis- 
tered Lodging  House  Keepers  in  the 
Metropolis '  againdt  the  Bill,  the  said 
Standing  Order  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with;  That  the  parties 
be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill, 
provided  that  the  powers  to  construct 
Tramway  No.  11  be  struck  out  of  the 
Bill;  That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
do  report  how  far  such  Order  has 
been  com^died  with." 

5.  **That,  in  the  case  of  the  South 
Shields,  Sunderland,  and  District  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  ;  That  the 
parties  be  permitted  to  proceed  with 
their  Bill.'' 

6.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Exeter 
and  District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords], 
the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with ;  That  the  parties  be 
permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill, 
provided  that  the  powers  to  construct 
Tramways  Nos.  1,  4,  5,  8,  9,  and  10,  and 
80  much  of  Tramways  Nos.  2  and  3  as  lie 
within   the   boundaries    of    the    city   of 
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Kzeter,  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill ;  That 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report  how 
far  such  Order  has  been  complied  with." 

7.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Birmingham 
and  Midland  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with;  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill,  provided  that  the 
powers  to  construct  Tramway  No.  1  be 
Htruck  out  of  the  Bill,  and  that  the  powers 
to  construct  Tramways  Nos.  7,  7a,  8,  9, 
9a,  and  9b,  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill, 
unless  the  consent  of  the  Oldbury  Urban 
l>istrict  Council  be  proved  before  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill ;  That  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  BiU  do  report  how  far  such 
Order  has  been  complied  with." 

8.  ''That,  in  the  case  of  the  Hastings 
Tramways  Bill  [Ix)rds],  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with : 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill,  provided  the  powers  for 
the  proposed  extension  tramway  be  struck 
out  of  the  Bill ;  That  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has 
l)een  complied  with." 

9.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Mex- 
borough  and  Swinton  Tramways  Bill 
[Ix)rd8],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with ;  That  the  parties  be 
permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill" 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS. 

Report  [this  day]  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Goulding  and  Mr.  Ridley. 


PETITIONS, 


COUNTY  COURTS  JURISDICTION 
EXTENSION   BILL. 

Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FRESH  WATER  FISH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Dumlmrton 
and  Cupar  Eden ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GROCERS'  CERTIFICATES  (SCOTLAND) 

(No.  2)  BILL. 

Petition   from    Edinburgh   and   Leith) 
a^iiist ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


HONORARY  FREEDOM  OF  BOROUGHS 
EXTENSION  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Westminster 
and  St.  Marylebone;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

UCENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Amhurst 
Park  ;  Wobum  Sands ;  Ulverston  ; 
Sheffield ;  Kentish  Town  ;  Northmavine ; 
Taunton ;  Burnley ;  and  York ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Paisley,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING) 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1887)  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Turiff ;  Lark- 
hall  ;  and  Lochans  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  LAND  VALUES. 

Petition  from  Dumbarton  for  legisla' 
tion  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petitions  against:  From  Malton  and 
Chepstow ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

REGISTRATION  OF  FIRMS  BILL. 

Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TAXATION  OF  FEU  DUTIES  FOR 
LOCAL  PURPOSES. 

Petition  from  Kilmarnock^  for  legisla- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIFS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No. 
2762  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  (GENERAL 
REPORTS). 

Copy  presented,  of  General  Report  by 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Southern 
Division  of  Scotland  for  the  year  1901 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Ketum  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  10th  April ;  Mr.  Gerald  Bal- 
four] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  135.] 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Keturn  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  10th  April ;  if?-.  Gerald  Balfour]-, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  136.] 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House. 

INQUIRY  INTO  CHARITIES  (COUNTY 
OF  LANCASTER). 

Further  Return  relative  thereto 
[ordered  8th  August,  1898;  Mr,  Giant 
Lawson.] 


(3.35.)    QUESTIONS.  ' 

i 

I 

South  Afidcan  War— Peace  Negotiations,  i 

Sir    H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  ' 

(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  . 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  has  any  ' 
information  to  give  to  the  House  as  to  ' 
events  in  South  Africa.  ' 

The   SECRETARY  of  STATE    for! 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) : 
No,  Sir.    His  Majesty's  Government  is 
not  at  present   in  receipt  of  any  com- 
munication with  regard  to  terms  from  | 
the  Boer  leaders. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  I 
N.):  Has  Lord  Kitchener  been  authorised  , 
to  offer  any  other  terms  than  those  ' 
already  offered.  ! 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  am  not  in  a 
posit  on  to  make  any  statement  on  that 
subject.  I 

Mr.  black  (Banffshire):  I  beg  to  ' 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
(Colonies  whether  the  Government  are  in 
possession  of  the  terms  in  which  Mr.  > 
Schalk  Burger  and  the  other  Transvaal . 
representatives  asked  for  safe  conduct,  ! 
and  the  reasons  they  assigned  for  that  \ 
request ;  and,  if  so,  whether  they  will 
communicate  this  information  to  the 
House;    whether  Mr.    Steyn   and   the 


Orange  River  representatives  are  meeting 
the  Transvaal  representatives  at  Klerka- 
dorp  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Lord  Kitchener  or  on  the 
invitation  of  the  Transvaal  representa- 
tives ;  and  whether  the  Government  are 
in  possession  of  the  terms  of  this  sugges- 
tion or  invitation;  if  so,  will  they  com- 
municate it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  brodrick  :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  statement  which  I  made 
yesterday. 

Mr.  black  :  May  I  ask  whether 
there  is  any  word  of  an  armistice  during 
the  absence  of  the  commandants  from 
their  districts  ? 

Mr.  brodrick  :  There  will  certainly 
not  be  an  armistice. 

General  Botha's  Home. 
Mr.  SWIFT  M  ACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  can  state  the  reasons 
for  the  blowing  up  by  the  British  soldiery 
of  Commandant  General  Botha's  home 
at  Waterfall  Vreheid ;  and  can  the  War 
Office  give  approximately  the  date  of  the 
destruction  of  this  house,  which  was 
intact  in  August  last. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No  report  of  such 
an  occurrence  has  been  received  at  the 
War  Office. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL.  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  inquire  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  WeU,  I  kno^ 
it  to  be  true. 

The  Sutherland  Skinnish. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  w  11  ask  Lord  Kitchener  his  reasons 
for  withholding  from  the  War  Office  the 
details  of  the  engagement  of  the  24th 
March  last,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  supplied  the  list  of  casualties 
without  any  particulars  of  the  action. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  Quite  right 
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French  Ambalance  for  the  Boen.  |  to  examine  recruits  and  medical  officers 
Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to  ask  of  regiments  of  Imperial  Yeomanry  in 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  Great  Britain ;  whether  it  has  been 
Vicomte  Villebois  Mareuil,  whose  appli-  brougJit  to  his  notice  that  in  agricultural 
cation  to  be  permitted  to  conduct  an  counties  this  regulation  either  entails  on 
ambulance  service  to  the  Boer  farms  has  recruiu  living  remote  from  an  authorised 
been  refused  by  the  War  Office,  has  asked  I  ™®^<^*  examiner  loss  of  time  and  ex- 
pcrmiasion  to  forward  medical  necessaries  '  pe^se  in  travelling,  or  similar  loss  to 
lor  the  use  of  the  Boer  commandoee ;  medical  officers  of  Yeomanry  regiments 
and  if  so,  what  reply  has  been  given  to  ^1^?  ^^^  cml  pracUtioners ;  and  whether, 
this  request.  ^'^     ^"®  ^*®^  ^^  preventing  detnment 

,  to  recruiting,  he  will  sanction  the  medical 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  answer  again  examination  of  recruits  for  the  Imperial 
Ig  j^Q  leomanry,   m    Great    Bntain,    by    any 

resident  civil  practitioner  at  places  where 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL:  Does  the'*"  officer  qualified  under  the  regulation 
-^u*  u«^    n     *i  J    i:      *  «    mentioned  is  not  available,  or  will   he 

nghthon  Gentleman  dechne  to  answer  ^^^^^^  ^^  advisability  of  compensating 
the  Question  or  is  it  the  fact  that  ^^^  ^^^.^^  ^^^  Y^manry  medic2 
wfuLlT  r««l"'8't««    have     been    ^^^^^  j^^  ^^^j^.  ,^^g  ^^j  ^^^^ 

I 

Mb.  BRODRICK :  No  application  to  !  ^he  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
this  effect  has  been  received  from  Vicomte  ™«  ^^  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Vaiebois  MareuiL  Lancashire     Westhoughton) :     It    rests 

with  the  General   Officer    Commanding 

Mb.  SWIFT  MAGNEILL :    Has  the   *°«^  *be  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  each 

right  hon.  Gentleman  refused  to  entertain    c«°»°^nd  ^  make  the  necessary  arrange- 

T*   nujicot 'on  1  ments  for  the  examination  of  Yeomanry 

*"*^  recruits,  and,  to  meet  the  special  circum- 

rvT ^  ^^         *-_Ji  (Stances    of    the    Yeomanry,  extra    civil 

No  answer  was  returned.!  j-    i  ^...  ^l  .  .^^ 

^  ^  medical    practitioners  can   be  appomted 

Volunteer  Kite.  ^^®"     necessary,    the     expenses    being 

♦\#     ou  AT>r»i:» /ir  xt  v   r  ^         recovered  under  the  conditions  of  Para- 

Ma.  SH  ARPE  (Kensington,  N.):  I  beg  y^  ^^3  ^,£  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  Regulations. 

to  ask  the  Secretary   of  State  for  War 

whether  the  existing  regimental  regula-    ^  ,     .  ,  ^  «  •  «      . 

tions  of  the  Volunteer  forces  could  be  Colonial  Contingents-Terms  of  Service, 
modified  to  allow  of  boots  being  supplied  Sm  ELLIOTT  LEES :  I  beg  to  ask 
as  part  of  the  existing  kit,  or  in  Ueu  of  ^^^  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
less  useful  articles,  such  as  dress  tunic  ^^«  Colonial  contingents  now  serving  in 
for  special  ceremonial  parades.  South  Africa  are  enHsted  for  a  definite 

term ;  and,  if  so,  for  how  long ;  whether 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  will  consider  this    ^i^hin    the    last    twelve    months    any 

suggestion,   but  I  fe-ar  that  there  may  .  Colonial  contingents  have  been  enbsted 

be  difficulties  about  carrying  it  out.  ^^^  ^^?  P^"?^  ^^^^^^  ^*''  >  and  whether 

•^    ^  any    Imperial     Yeoman     or     V  olunteer 

Medical  Examination  of  Yeomanry        ^"^ervice  Companies  have    been    enUsted 

Becmits.  '  for  a  dennite  term. 

Sir   ELLIOTT    LEES   (Birkenhead):' 
n>eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  ;      Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  Colonial  con- 
War  whether    his    attention    has    been    tingents    now  serving  in   South   Africa 


directed  to  a  new  attestation  form  (Army 
Form    E    595)    for    Yeomanry    recruits 


have  been  enlisted  on  various  terms,  but 
in  many  instances  for  the  period  of  the 


issued  to  Home  Yeomanry  regiments,  in  \  war.  Oversea  contingents  have  been 
which  a  certificate  of  medical  examina-  recently  enlisted  for  one  year  or  the 
tion  is  required  in  the  form  set  out ;  >  period  of  the  war.  The  Imperial  Yeo- 
whether  the  only  persons  allowed  by  the  manry  raised  under  Special  Army  Order 
War  Office  to  medically  examine  recruits  ,  of  19th  December,  1901,  wore  enlisted  for 
for  the  Home  Yeomanry  are  all  medical  { a  year  or  the  period  of  the  war.  The 
officers  and  civil  practitioners  authorised  1  Volunteer    Service    Companies    enlisted 
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under  February  Army  Orders  were 
enlisted  for  a  vear,  of  which  not  more 
than  nine  months  will  be  spent  in  South 
Africa. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question, 

Mr.  BRODRICK  repeated  that  some  of 
the  Colonial  men  had  enlisted  for  a  year 
only. 

Bemoont  Supplies. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  Lord 
Kitchener  has  reported  the  absence  of 
horses  up  country  for  a  large  number  of 
trained  regular  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
mounted  branches  of  His  Majesty's  forces ; 
whether  there  are  also  engaged  in  warlike 
operations  a  considerable  number  of  the 
police,  especially  picked  for  mounted  duty, 
who  are  without  horses;  whether  Lord 
Kitchener  still  reports  the  supply  of 
horses  in  South  Africa  to  be  sufficient, 
and  what  steps  the  Government  are  now 
taking  to  increase  the  supply  of  ponies  or 
small  horses,  especially  South  African  or 
British  bred. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  first  and  second 
paragraphs  of  the  Question ;  no  such 
report  has  been  received  from  Lord 
Kitchener.  Lord  Kitchener  has  reported 
that  the  numbers  proposed  to  be  for- 
warded to  South  Africa  during  March, 
April,  and  May  would  meet  his  reijuire- 
ments.  Over  14,000  horses  were  shipped 
in  March. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  The  first 
paragraph  of  my  Question  is  based  on 
information  from  South  Africa;  the 
second  on  a  statement  of  fact  by  the 
Government. 

Horse  Purchases. 

Mr,  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire,  Spal- 
ding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  can  say  what  horses  have 
been  purchased  during  March,  and  from 
what  countries  they  have  been  drawn. 

Lord  STANLEY:  1,245   horses  were 

f purchased  in  Great  Britain  and  183  in 
reland  during  March.  It  is  not  possible 
to  state  the  exact  number  of  horses 
purchased    abroad,   as  the  accounts  for 


March  are  not  yet  to  hand,  but  6,546 
horses  were  shipped  from  Fiume;  5,365 
from  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
751  from  Canada. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
will  say  what  horses  have  recently  been 
purchased  at  Preston ;  and  whether  those 
purchased  were  sent  to  Carlisle  to  be 
mspected  and  then  sent  to  Aldershot; 
and,  if  so,  why  was  this  expense  incurred. 

Lord  STANLEY:  No  horses  have 
been  purchased  at  Preston  this  year. 

Army  Becruits— Age  Begulations. 

Mr.  PAITIICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  will  state  what  is  ihe  age 
fixed  in  the  Army  Regulations  under 
which  recruits  cannot  be  enlisted,  or,  if 
enlisted  on  false  representations  made  by 
them  as  to  their  age,  their  parents  or 
guardians  can,  under  these  Regulations, 
claim  their  discharge. 

Lord  STANLEY :  The  hon.  Member 
will  find  the  information  required  by  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  in  Appendix  II 
of  the  Recruiting  Regulations,  and  that 
required  by  the  second  part  in  paragraph 
1,805,  Sub-section  vi,  of  the  King's  ReguW 
tions. 

Highland  Begiments  and  the  Kilt 
Colonel  DENNY  (KUmamock 
Burghs):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  it  has  been  de- 
cided that  the  kilt  is  no  longer  to  form 
part  of  the  fighting  kit  o!  Highland 
regiments,  and  that  it  is  to  be  replaced  by 
trews. 

The  following  Questions  also  appeared 
on  the  Paper — 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  Highland  regiments  in  South 
Africa  are  to  be  prohibited  wearing  the 
kilt,  and  if  so,  will  he  state  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  this  Regulation  ;  is  he  aware 
that  medical  authorities  state  that  the 
Highlanders  have  enjoyed  greater  im- 
munity from  stomach  troubles  than  other 
troops  owing  to  the  thickness  of  cloth 
protecting  the  aWomen ;  and  whether, 
m  view  of  the  dissatisfaction  which  will 
be  caused  among  Highland  regiments,  and 
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the  consequent  loss  of  recruits,  will  the 
order  be  rescinded,  or  not  enforced  until 
the  opinion  of  Highlanders,  who  have 
personal  experience  of  the  many  advan- 
tages of  the  kilt,  has  been  obtained. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
To  ai«k  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  orders  have  been  issued  by 
Lord  Kitchener  or  the  War  Office  that 
the  Highland  regiments  in  South  Africa 
are  no  longer  to  wear  the  kilt ;  if 
•o,  what  is  the  reason  for  its  abolition ; 
and  what,  in  future,  will  be  the  dis- 
tin^ahing  dress  characteristic  of  these 
regiments. 

Mr.  harms  worth  (Caithness-shire) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  it  is  intended  to  abolish  the  wearing  of 
the  kilt  by  the  Highland  regiments ;  and 


Questions.  14 

Nayy— Submarine  Boats. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  recent  trials  of  the  sub- 
marine boats  built  for  His  Majesty's 
Navy  have  satisfied  the  Admiralty  of  the 
utility  of  these  vessels  for  purposes  of 
naval  warfare;  and  whether  it  is  pro- 
posed to  build  the  other  submarine  boats 
provided  for  in  the  Estimates  on  the 
same  pattern. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY  (Mr.  Arnold -Foester,  Belfast, 
W.) :  The  trials  of  the  submarine  boats 
now  under  construction  at  Barrow  are 
not  yet  completed,  and  more  extended 
trials  will  be  required  before  the  exact 
limitations  of  the  use  of  these  boats  can 
be  determined.    Provision    is    made  in 


if  so,  if  he  has  considered  the  probable  ,  the  Intimates   for  the  current  year  for 
effect  of    this  Regulation  upon   the  re 
cruiting  for  these  regiments. 


Mr,  BRODRICK  :  The  Highland  regi- 
ments will  retain  the  kilt  for  f im  dress,  and 
instructions  will  be  issued  for  providing 
a  kilt  of  khaki,  or  some  invisible  colour, 
OD  active  service,  as  is  now  done  in  South 
Africa. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Who  is  responsible  for  the 
Regulations,  and  will  the  order  be  re- 
scinded, or  not  enforced  until  the  opinion 
of  Highlanders,  who  have  personal    ex- 

Erience  of  the  many  advantages  of  the 
It,  including  the  greater  immunity  from 
stomachic  troubles  which  the  kilt  gives, 
has  been  obtained  ?  Does  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  Regulation  know  anything 
about  the  Highlanders  1 


the  building  of  additional  boats,  with 
such  modifications  and  improvements 
as  experience  may  suggest. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether  it  was 
by  the  permission  or  authority  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  that  photo- 
graphs of  the  submarine  boats  just  com- 
pleted for  His  Majesty's  Navy  recently 
appeared  in  an  illustrated  paper ;  and, 
if  so,  why  was  the  paper  in  question 
selected  as  the  recipient  of  this  favour. 


Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  An  appli- 
cation  was  received  on  behalf  of  an 
illustrated  paper  for  permission  to  pro- 
duce a  photograph  of  a  submarine  boat, 
and  this  permission  was  granted.  The 
Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  am  not  suffi-  paper  wiwnot  "selected"  by  the  Admiraltv. 
ciently  acquainted  with  the  subject  to  be  ^  may  add  that  the  photograph  actually 
able  to  say  anything  about  abdominal ,  reproduced  was  already  in  the  possession 
trouble..  The  Regulations  are  made  for  i  <>*  the  paper  referred  to,  and  was  not 
the  whole  Army,  but  there  are  exceptions   s^pphed    by  or  with  the  permission  of 


in  the  case  of  Highlanders. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN:  Is  it  the  in- 
tention  of  the  War  Office  that  the  distinc- 
tive tartans  of  the  kilt  are  to  be  abolished 
in  the  Highland  regiments,  and  is  this 
action  being  taken  by  the  War  Office  in 
revenge  for  Bannockbum  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Of  course  the  dis- 
tinctive tartan  of  the  Highland  regiments 
will  be  preserved. 


the  Admiralty.    It  appears  to  represent 
the  boat  on  the  occasion  of  the  launcL 

Patent  Fuel  for  the  Navy. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  a  statement  made 
recently  by  a  naval  officer  of  high  rank 
to  the  effect  that  our  depots  abroad  were 
unprovided  with  patent  fuel ;  and  if  he  can 
state  the  quantities  of  patent  fuel  made 
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of  high  -  class  Cardiff  coal  which  hare 
been  manufactured  on  account  of,  or 
purchased  by,  the  Admiralty  during  the 
last  three  years  for  shipment  to  the 
Mediterranean  and  more  distant  dep6ts. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  ques- 
tion of  supplying  a  good  quality  of 
patent  fuel  for  use  in  the  Navy  was 
examined  by  an  Admiralty  Committee 
in  1898,  and,  in  accordance  with  the 
Report  of  that  Committee,  and  as  the 
result  of  exhaustive  trials,  orders  were 
given,  in  1900,  for  the  manufacture  of 
patent  fuel  of  the  selected  type.  Since 
that  date  additional  orders  have  been 
given,  and  the  fuel  has  been  distributed 
in  required  quantities  to  various  depdts 
abroad. 

Coal  for  the  Nayy. 
Mr.  DAVID  THOMAS:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  any  experiments  have  recently 
been  made  of  Scotch  coal  for  steaming 
purposes,  either  in  the  Mediterranean 
or  elsewhere  by  the  Admiralty ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  he  can  state  generally  the 
results  as  compared  with  those  given  by 
Welsh  coaj ;  and  will  the  reports  furnished 
the  Admiralty  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  A  number 
of  experiments  have  been  made  with 
Scotch  coal  for  steaming  purposes,  and 
though  some  of  the  coals  supplied  have 
valuable  qualities,  the  Reports  do  not 
lead  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are 
as  satisfactory  for  naval  purposes  as  the 
Welsh  coal.  It  is  not  proposed  to  lay 
the  Reports  furnished  to  the  Admiralty 
on  the  Table. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN:  May  I  ask 
whether  the  Admiralty  have  tried 
anthracite  in  combination  with  Scotch 
coal  in  their  experiments  ? 

Mr.     ARNOLD-FORSTER:     Yes,  II 
think     it    has    been     tried    in    several 
combinations.    If   the    hon.    Gentleman 
will  give  me  notice  of  the  question  I  will 
endeavour  to  ascertain. 

Expedition  against  the  Mahsuds. 
Mr.    SCHWANN   (Manchester,    N.): 
I   beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 


India  whether  he  will  state  what  was 
the  total  nmnber  of  the  forces  of  the 
Indian  Army  recently  employed  in  the 
recent  Military  expedition  against  the 
Mahsuds;  and  will  he  give  separately 
the  number  of  battalions  of  infantry, 
regiments  of  cavalry,  mountain  batteries' 
and  Maxim  guns,  and  of  the  field 
hospitals,  and  of  commissariat  and 
I  transport  camels  and  bullocks  employed ; 
and  will  he  state  how  long  the  operations 
lasted. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing)  :  I  am  unable  to  give 
all  the  details  asked  for  by  the  hon. 
Meoiber,  but  I  will  enquire. 

Greenwich  Union  Workhouse. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  [is  aware 
that  the  number  of  inmates  in  the 
Greenwich  Union  Workhouse  is  below 
the  number  for  which  the  building  is 
licensed ;  and  that  this  number  includes 
eighty-four  children  who  are  to  be 
removed  to  better  homes ;  and  whether 
he  is  prepared  to  still  refuse  the  request 
of  the  Guardians  that  he  should  receive  a 
deputation,  with  a  view  to  pointing  out 
how  unnecessary  is  the  new  Grove  Park 
Workhouse,  which  will,  if  completed  and 
furnished,  cost  the  ratepayers  of  Dept- 
ford  and  Greenwich  nearly  £250,000. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  According  to  the  last 
Return,  viz.,  for  the  week  ended  29th 
March  last,  the  number  of  inmates  in 
this  workhouse  was  still  in  excess  of  the 
number  for  which  the  building  is  certi- 
fied. I  am  aware  that  there  were  about 
eighty  children  among  the  inmates,  but 
of  these  forty-four  were  infants  under 
three  years  of  age,  who  could  not  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Guardians  otherwise  than 
in  the  workhouse.  I  understand,  how- 
ever, that  representatives  of  the  Work- 
house and  Infirmary  Committees  of  the 
Guardians  are  to  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  reporting  on  the  whole  ques- 
tion. I  have  been  in  correspondence 
with  my  noble  friend  the  Member  for 
Greenwich  as  to  my  receiving  a  deputa- 
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tion,  and  after  the  receipt  of  the  Report '  Wolverhampton,  I  beg  to  a«k  the 
referred  to  I  will,  if  necessary,  com-  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
municate  with  him  further  on  the  the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  will 
subject.  state  what  total  sum  has  been  expended 

by   the  Post  Office  in   connection   with 
Higher  Education  in  London  Board         wireless  telegraphy,  whether  for  purchases, 

SdioolB.  for  experiments,   and   for   payments    to 

Mr.    EHNEST    gray   (West    Ham,    individuals ;  and  under  what  Votes  this 
X.):    I   beg  to  ask  the  Vice    President   sum    has    been    presented,    or    will    be 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa-   presented,' to  Parliament, 
tion    whether    he    is    aware    that    the 

Burghley  Koad  and  Monnow  Road  The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
^Schools,  under  the  control  of  the  London  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austkn  Chambkk- 
School  Board,  were  sanctioned  by  the  lain,  Worcestershire,  E.) :  Experiments 
Board  of  Education  (subject  to  the  in  connection  with  wireless  telegi*aphy 
observance  of  certain  conditions)  ag  have  extended  over  a  number  of  years, 
higher  elementary  schools,  and  that  and  the  Postmaster  General  fears  that  it 
the  London  School  Board  then  withdrew  would  not  l)e  possible  for  him  to  furnish 
iu  application  on  behalf  of  these  schools;  the  information  desired  by  the  hon. 
whether  reasons  for  the  withdrawal .  Member  without  considerable  expense, 
were  given  to  the  Board  of  Education,  which  would  scarcely  be  justified  by  the 
ind,  if  so,  can  he  state  what  they  were,      results.     Such  expenditure  as   has  been 

■  incurred  has  been  charged  partly  to  the 

The  secretary  of  the   LOCAL  7^^  ^^j;  ^^^,^^,^^  l'^^  ^""^  ^^^^y 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.   Grant  I  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^®  ^^^  ^^"^  Telegraphs. 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R:,    Thirsk)  (for 

Sir  J.  Gorst) :  Yes ;  the  London  School  Hospitals  in  the  Highlands. 

Board  were  unwilling  to  comply  with  ^  Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
the  requirements  of  the  Higher  Ele- 1  Advocate  whether,  in  view  of  the  difficulty 
mentary  Schools  Minute.  experienced  in  securing  suitable  hospital 

accommodation  in  the  poorer  districts  of 
Poor  Law  School  Teachers.  the  highlands  and   islands  of  Scotland, 

Mb.  ERNEST  GRAY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  will  consider 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of  ^he  expediency  of  mtroducmg  legislation 
Council  on  Education,  having  regard  to  »^c^  ^  ^'  provide  for  the  establishment 
the  fact  that  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  »"^  maintenance  of  hospitals  m  congested 
Code  of  1901  it  was  possible  for  a  *reas. 
t«tcher  to  obtain  a  parchment  certificate 

by  service  in  a  Poor  Law  School,  and  I  *  The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Mat  such  service  is  no  longer  accepted,  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  I  am 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  amend  Article  |  sorry  I  am  not  yet  able  to  add  anything 
^  of  the  Day  School  Code,  or  recommend  i  to  what  I  told  the  hon.  Member  on  the 
«n  alteration  of  the  Superannuation  Rules,  ;  15th  March,  1901.t 
>o  that  Guardians  of  the  Poor  may  be  I 

«hle  to  secure  for  their  schools  the  services  |  Ballyshannon    Pet^    Sesaions— District 
of  teachers  who,  after  leaving  a  training  |  Inspector  0*Oonnor,  B.LC. 

college,  are  required  to  pass  a  period  of       Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
pmhadon  in  order  to  obtain  a  certificate,  j  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 

!  tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can  now 

Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON  :  Service  in  a  i  state  the  result  of  the  inquiry  instituted 
row  Uw  School  is  now  accepted  under  j^to  the  conduct  of  District  Inspector 
Amde  63  of  the  Code  of  1901,  and  this  I  O'Connor,  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  on 
Amde  wiU  be  included  m  an  even  clearer  ^^^  representation  made  by  the  magi- 
w«n  m  the  Code  of  1 902.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Ballyshannon  Petty  Sessions 

p^^  ixm       <m-      ^  -nri    1         Bcnch,     who    arc    constant     in    their 

^'SSS^  ^    W"^«"   attendance  at  these  Petty  Sessions,  with 

Mb.  fuller  (Wiltshire,  Westbury) :  |  ''^^'^^J^_  ^  _^he  refusal  o^J)i strict 
^  hehalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  !  f  See  (4)  Debater,  xci.,  86. 
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Inspector  O'Connor  to  carry  out  the 
order  of  the  magistrates  to  remove 
constableB  whom  he  had  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  the  magistrates'  room  in  the 
court  house,  and  to  obey  other  directions 
of  the  court. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  Some 
of  the  magistrates  attending  Petty 
Sessions  objected  to  the  presence  of  a 
constable  placed  outside  the  door  of 
their  room  whilst  the  court  was  sitting. 
Other  magistrates,  and  apparently  a 
majority  of  those  residing  in  the  district, 
have  expressed  full  approval  of  the 
arrangement.  Should,  however,  a 
majority  of  those  attending  the  Petty 
Sessions  desire  the  constable  to  be  with- 
drawn at  any  time,  the  District  Inspector 
will  be  happy  to  comply  with  their 
wishes. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :  That  is  fair. 

Prisoaers  under  Crimes  Act  (Ireland). 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  Co.,  Ossory): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to.  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Mayo  and  Mr.  Denis  Johnston,  who  are 
at  present  confined  in  TuUamore  Prison, 
under  Criminal  Law  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act  sentences  of  four  and  five  months 
respectively,  are  obliged  to  exercise  in 
the  ring  with  ordinary  prisoners ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  relaxing  the  prison  rules  so  as  to 
permit  Mr,  0*Donnell  and  Mr.  Johnston 
to  take  exercise  apart  from  the  common 
prisoners. 

Mr.  wyndham  :  I  have  called  for  a 
report  on  the  facts,  but  have  not  yet 
received  it.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member 
will  repeat  the  question  on  Monday. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork  Co.,  E.) : 
Is  it  intended  to  continue  to  treat  these 
gentlemen  as  common  criminals,  in  view 
of  the  judgment  recently  delivered  by 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron  ? 

Mr.  wyndham  :  I  am  not  prepared 
to  debate  this  matter  by  Question  and 
answer.  When  I  have  the  report  on 
the  facts,  I  will  then  answer. 


Tallow  Police  Arrangements. 

Mr.  O'SHEE:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  it  is  proposed  to  reduce 
the  number  of  extra  police  stationed  at 
Tallow,  County  Waterford ;  whether  any 
person  at  Tallow  is  under  special  police 
protection;  and,  if  so, ^ can  he  state  for 
what  reason. 

Mr.  wyndham  :  It  is  not  at  present 
proposed  to  relax  the  police  arrangements 
at  Tallow.  The  extra  force  was  sent 
there  to  afi'ord  protection  to  persons  who 
were  subjected  to  intimidation. 

Limerick  Postal  Staff  (hieyances. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting ^the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  extra  attendance  of 
the  officers  at  the  Limerick  Post  Office 
in  the  case  brought  under  his  notice 
was  necessar}^  owing  to  the  increased 
clerical  labour  entailed  by  the  Jubilee 
concessions,  and  the  introduction  of  the 
amalgamated  system.  Whether  it  is 
usual  to  accept  the  services  of  officers 
gratuitously,  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  claim  for  overtime  was  previously 
lodged  by  one  of  the  men  ;  whether,  see- 
ing that  necessary  services  were  rendered^ 
he  will  now  undertake  to  make  further 
inquiries  with  a  view  to  having  the  claim 
allowed.  And,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  provision  was  made  in  the  recent 
revision  for  one  chief  clerk,  two.  sui>er- 
intendents,  one  clerk,  and  four  sorting 
clerks  and  telegraphists  in  the  post- 
master's enquiry  office,  will  he  state 
whether  their  absence  from  their  different 
departments  is  provided  for;  and  is  he 
aware  that  previous  to  the  11th  March 
I  dual  officers  had  ceased  to  be  empbyed  in 
the  telegraph  office. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  chamberlain  :  The 
Postmaster  General  is  not  aware  that  the 
extra  attendance  of  the  officers  referred 
to  at  Limerick  was  due  to  the  cause 
stated,  or  that  any  claim  for  overtime 
has  been  made  by  one  of  those  officers* 
Any  such  claim,  if  made,  will  receive  due 
consideration.  In  the  event  of  any  of 
the  officers  mentioned  in  the  last  para- 
graph being  temporarily  absent  from  the 
office,  the  usual  provision  would  be  made 
for  their  duties.     As  regards  his  inquiry 
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reepecting  "  dual  officers,*'  the  hon. 
Member  is  referred  to  the  reply  given  to 
him  on  the  subject  on  the  24th  ultimo.! 

GaUe  Oommnnication  with  Tory  Island. 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.):  I  beg  to 
aak  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
cable  communicaion  between  Tory 
Island  and  the  Donegal  mainland 
has  for  some  months  past  been  interrupted 
thn)ugh  the  cable  having  been  broken; 
and  whether,  as  these  islanders  are  en- 
gaged solely  in  the  fishing  industry,  and 
an  their  season  for  fishing  begins  in  May, 
sujpH  will  be  immediately  taken  to  have 
the  cable  repaired  and  communication 
restored. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
Postmaster  General  is  aware  that  cable 
communication  between  Tory  Island  and 
the  Donegal  mainland  is  interrupted. 
The  cable  is  not,  however,  the  property 
of  the  Postmaster  General  but  of  Lloyd's. 


HOME  INDUSTRIES  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  upon  Friday 
next  read,  and  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Leave  given  to  present  another  Bill 
instead  thereof. — {Colonel  Denny,) 

HOME  INDUSTRIES  (No.  2)  BILL 

•*  For  the  better  regulation  of  Home 
Industries,"  presented  accordingly,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Friday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  147.] 


Manufactures,  the  following  fifteen  Mem- 
bers in  respect  of  the  Shop  Clubs  Bill : — 
Mr.  Banbury,  Sir  Harry  Bullard,  Mr. 
Hunter  Craig,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Major 
Evans-Gordon,  Mr.  Goulding,  Mr.  Claude 
Hay,  Mr.  Holland,  Dr.  Macnamara,  Mr. 
Nannetti,  Mr.  Harry  Samuel,  Mr.  George 
White.  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson,  Mr.  Wylie, 
and  Mr.  Yoxall. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the 
Committee,  That  they  had  added  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and 
Manufactures,  the  following  fifteen  Mem- 
bers in  respect  of  the  Licensing  Bill: — 
Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Bond,  Sir  Harry  Bullard, 
Mr.  Caine,  Mr.  Cremer,  Mr.  Emmott,  Mr. 
Harwood,  Major  Jameson,  Mr.  Nussey, 
Mr.  Remnant,  Mr.  White  Ridley,  Mr. 
Secretary  Ritchie,  Sir  John  RoUeston,. 
Mr.  Tritton,  and  Mr.  Whittaker. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  C(^MMITTEES). 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  that  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
agriculture  and  fishing),  shipping,  and 
manufactures  —  Mr.  Jeffreys  ;  and  had 
ap[»inted,  in  substitution,  NIr.  Talbot. 

Mr.  HAL.SEY  further  reported  from  the 
Committee,  That  thev  had  added  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and 

t  See  preceding  Volume,  p.  840. 


NEW  BILLS, 


HIGHWAYS  BILL 

'*  To  amend  the  Law  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  Highways,"  presented  by  Mr. 
Bill,  under  Standing  Order  31 ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  1st 
May,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  148.  J 

UNDER  SHERIFFS  (IRELAND)  BILL 

"  To  regulate  the  appointment,  duties,, 
and  remuneration  of  Under  Sheriffs  in 
Ireland,"  presented  by  Mr.  John  Gordon, 
under  [Standing  Order  31 ;  supported  by 
Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mr.  Field,  ana  Sir  John 
Colomb ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday,  6th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  149.] 


NEW  PROCEDLTIE  RULES. 
[Ninth  Day's  Dkbate.] 

NEW  STANDING  ORDER. 

Priority  of  Business. 
Order  read,   for  resuming    adjourned 
debate  on  proposed  New  Standing  Order 
(Priority  of  Business)  as  amended  [10th 
April]. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  again  pn> 
posed. 
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Question  again  proposed,  **  That  the  |  time  of  the  House,  and  the  result  was 
words  *  That  unless  the  House  otherwise  i  that  many  a  Bill  got  through  which 
direct —  I  otherwise     would      be     blocked.       The 

(a)  Government  Business  shall  have  |  right  hon.  Members  for  North  East 
precedence  at  every  Sitting  ex-  .  Manchester  and  Sleaford  -apparently 
cept  the  Evening  Sittings  on  |  objected  to  legislation  by  private  Members, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  i  but  the  great  majority  of  the  Members 
the  Sitting  on  Friday ;  of  the  House  did  not  take  that  view.    The 

{h)  At  the  Evening  Sittings  of  Tues-  right  hon.  Memberfor  Sleaford  had  pointed 
day  and  Wednesday  Notices  of  out  that,  unless  more  time  was  re8er>'ed 
Motion  and  Public  Bills,  other  |  to  private  Members,  the  agricultural 
than  Government  Bills,  shall  interest  would  be  neglected.  Undoubtedly, 
have  precedence  of  Government  |  since  the  last  General  Election,  little 
Business  ;  opportunity  had  been  afforded  of  debating 

<^)  After  EasterGovernmentBusiness  ,  agricultural  questions.  The  hon.  Member 
shall  have  precedence  at  the  ,  for  Finsbury,  replying  to  that,  said  he 
Evening  Sittings  of  Tuesday  ;  was  glad  if  that  was  the  case,  for  agri- 
{d)  After  Whitsuntide,  until  Michael-  culture  had  had  more  attention  paid  to  it 
mas.  Government  Business  shall  of  late  years  than  it  deserved.  Were 
have  precedence  at  all  Evening  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  were 
Sittings,  and  at  all  Friday  always  declaring  that  they  were  the  friends 
Sittings  except  the  Sitting  on  of  the  agricultural  interest,  prepared  now 
the'  be  there  inserted."— (3/r.  to  sacrifice  that  interest ?  If  not,  then  he 
A,  J,  Balfour.)  i  appealed  to  them  to  support  this  Amend- 

ment. Agricultural  Members  were  well 
(4.5.)  Sir  EDW^ARD  STRACHEY  '  aware  that  the  agricultural  interest,  at 
(Somersetshire,  S.)  moved  to  leave  out  the  1  ^he  present  moment,  was  feeling  strongly 
words  "  and  fourth  "  and  to  insert  instead  ;  on  the  question  of  milk-blended  butter, 
the  words  "  fourth  and  fifth."  The  effect  A  Bill  might  be  brought  in  by  a  non- 
would,  he  said,  be  to  give  one  more  day  oflScial  question  to  deal  with  the  subject, 
to  private  Members.  It  was  but  a  small  ,  and  it  would  practically  be  an  uncon- 
concession  he  was  asking  for,  as  in  '  tentious  measure,  but  the  hon.  Member 
practice  the  Grovemment  now  gave  three  tor  Finsbury,  who  objected  to  all 
Wednesdays,  and  he  now  invited  them  to  '  agricultural  measures,  might,  with  some 
give  the  equivalent  of  three  Fridays,  few  of  his  friends,  make  it  absolutely 
He  asked  this  because  otherwise  private  impossible  to  get  the  Bill  through,  and 
Members  would  have  very  little  chance  '  his  Amendment  was  intended  to  meet 
of  passing  slightly  contentious  Bills  cases  such  as  that.  There  was,  too, 
through  the  House.  Three  separate  the  social  question,  which  liad  been 
days  were  usually  required,  but  under '  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
the  Government  proposal  only  two  Somerset.  There  was  a  Bill  now 
would  be  available,  and  if  there  were  a  J  before  the  House  affecting  the  great 
small  and  well-organised  body  in  the  friendly  societies  of  the  countrv— pro- 
House  determined  to  oppose  a  measure,  '  moted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stepney, 
however  acceptable  it  might  be  to  That  Bill  had  the  general  assent  of 
Parliament  generally,  they  wuld  succeed  i  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^j  ,,^  been  referred 
in  defeating  it  even  if  the  Government  i  .  ^  n  j  n  -4.4.^  u..*  ^i,«» 
were  anxioSs  to  help  it  forward.    There  !  ^    f,  ,^!*^^f    Comnuttee,     but     what 

was  another  objection  to   the  limit  of    ^^^^^  ^  '^  ^^^  '^  '^  *^°^«  ^*^  ^  ^^^ 


two  Wednesdays.  It  was  quite  true  that 
in  the  past  the  Government,  when  asking 
for  the  whole  of  the  time  of  the  House, 
had  been  ready  to  make  concessions  and 


House  under  the  proposed  Rule  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman?  The  right  hon 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bordesley 
had   threatened    to   move  a   number  of 


to  g^ve  the  third  Wednesday ;  but  if  this  ,  Amendments,  and  one  day  might  not  be 
hard  and  fast  rule  were  laid  down,  they  i      /c  .     ^  r     ^.u  t>      «x  ♦„      ^  j-    ♦u^* 
would  not  be   willing  to  do  so  in   ^i^J^sumcient  i^theEe^^^ 
future.     Members  were  now  able  to  put    ^^ent  the  Bill  would  be  killed.    On  behalf 


pressure  on  the  Government  when  they 
were  anxious  to  take  the  whole  of  the 


of  the  members  of  friendly  societies  he 
appealed   to   the    House  to   accept    his 
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Amendment,  and  thus  give  that  particu- 
lar Bill  a  chance.  This  was  a  question 
they  ought  to  look  at  entirely  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  unofficial  Member, 
because  undoubtedly  both  front  Benches 


One  extra  Wednesday  or  Friday  would, 
not  be  of  much  value.  Members  who  had 
a  special  object  in  so  acting  could  easily 
spread  their  opposition  over  three 
instead     of     over     two      Wednesdays. 


dealt  with  it  in  a  very  half-hearted  way.  |  He  would  suggest  that  the  difficulty 
He  had  noticed  that  throughout  these  might  be  got  over  by  giving  the  Bills 
debates  the  Opposition  Whips  had  only  of  private  Members  which  obtained  a 
issued    three  line   Whips,    thereby    prac-    Second  Reading   before  Easter   priority 


tically  telling  hon.  Members  it  did 
not  matter  whether  or  not  they  came 
down  to  the  House.  The  general  attitude 
of  the  Front  Bench,  mind,  was  to  treat 
private  Members  as  a  general  nuisance. 
They   seemed   to    think   that  only   the 


between  Easter  and  Whitsuntide  over 
Bills  less  advanced  That  would  give 
them  a  chance  of  passing  into  law. 
There  was  an  old  saw  **  Don*t  bite  off 
more  than  you  can  chew,"  and  it  did 
seem  to  him  that  in  using  every  Wednes- 


legislation      which      they      themselves  i  day    up    to     Whitsuntide     for    Second 


proposed  was  necessary  or  desirable.  He 
therefore  suggested  that  Members  below 
the  gangway  on  both  sides  should  unite 
against  those  on  the  front  Benches,  so  as 
to  make  it  impossible  either  for  the 
present  or  future  Grovemments  to  Members. 
prevent  unofficial  Members  from  carry 
ing  Bills  of  their  own,  however  unpre- 
tentious. 


Readings  they  were  biting  a  good  deal 
more  off  than  they  had  a  chance  of 
being  able  to  chew.  He  humbly  sug- 
gested to  the  Government  that  they 
might  make  this  concession  to  private 


Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.)  hoped   that  the  Grovernment  would 
give    favourable    consideration    to     this 
Amendment  proposed —  1  Amendment.  W^henGovemmentshadpro- 

"In  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  words  *and  posed  to  take  the  whole  time  of  the  House, 
foarth,*  and  insert  the  words  *  fourth  and  ,  they  had  not  always  been  animated  by  the 
mh:'(SirEd>cardStrachey.)  \^^^  guiding  principle.     He  would  like 

, ,        .  1  ..  rni-  .    ^1-  J     to  point  out  the  divergence  of  view  in 

Question  proposed  "That  the   word^  ,  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^.^^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^j^^^  ^^  .^ 

•andfouith   stand  part  of  theQuestion.      predecessor.     In  1888,  when  the  late  Mr. 

..  ,-  V  %f      Ti-iOT-T>TT  4    r»T^4C.T7/T7  ^^ '   ^'   ^^^uiith   madc  a   proposal  to  the 

(4.1o.)Mr  JOSEPHA.PEASE(Essex,    j^ouse,   bv   which  the   time   allotted    to 

Saffron    Walden)    said    he    would  urge    private  Members'  Bills  was  affected,  he 

the     Government     to    make    the    httle  ,  ^^^  ^is  object  was  to  give  Members,  who 

ceding 

this  a 

to  private  Members'  Bills  than  had  been    question  for  the   House  to  decide,  apart 

the  practice  in  many  sessions  in  the  past ;,  from  Party  majority.  It  was  evident 
but  hon.  \tembers  ought  not  to  be  from  what  he  said  on  that  occasion,  that 
exp^Hjted  to  part  wit  •  the  whole  of  their  Mr.  Smith  attached  considerable  import- 
time  for  Ministerial  purposes,  they  should  ance  to  legislation  proposed  by  private 
have  some  reasonable  opportunity  Members.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pre- 
afforded  them  of  passing  thoir  Bills  into  ,  sent  Leader  of  the  House  wished  to  cur- 
law.  The  House  on^ht  not  to  be  tail  the  opjK)rtunities  for  passing  such 
reducfd  as  far  as  their  Bills  are  concerned  1' ;.n*>lation.  The  f)resent  proposal  to  add 
to  the  level  of  a  mere  debating  scxiiety.    a  liflh   Friday  after   Whitsuntide  was  a 

moderate  one,  and  if  the  (rovemment 
Mr,  PARKER  SMITH  (Lanarkshire,  allowed  a  free  decision,  he  felt  confident 
Pa rtick)  said  that  no  doubt  i  v  ouid  be  that  tliis  and  many  other  Amendments 
very  difficult  for  private  Meuibeis'  Bills  on  the  Paper  would  be  carried. 
which  had  got  through  the  Second  Read- 
ing and  Committee  stages  to  Wcome  Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.,  N.)  thought 
law  if  the  Rule  were  passed  in  its  present  that  a  strong  case  had  been  ma^le  for  the 
form,  but  he  did  not  think  that  the  Amendment,  and  suggested  that  much 
Amendment  provided  the  best  solution,    stronger  illustrations  might  have    been 
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Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  that  for 
that  very  reason  it  was  not  the  kind  of 
measure  they  were  thinking  of  in  pro- 
posing three  Fridays. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Very  likely 
not. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  if  any- 
one   imagined  that  a  Bill  of  such  a  con- 
troversial character  as  the  repeal  of  the 
Crimes  Act  could  be  carried  on  a  Friday 
afternoon.    The  House  of  Commons  had 
got  into  an  unfortunate  legislative  habit 
of  deaUng  with   every   question  in  the 
most  piecemeal  fashion.    He  would  call, 
in     support     of    that    statement,     the 
testimony  of  the  Home  Secretary.     Last 
year   the  right  hon.   Gentleman   intro- 
duced the    Factories    Bill,  a   beneficent 
measure,    which  he   successfully  piloted 
through     the     House.       He    was     not 
going  to  reveal  any  secrets  as  to  what 
occurred  between  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   and   himself,    but    between   them 
they  managed  to  get  the  dockers  into 
that  Bill.      The   docker  was  within  the 
existing  Acts  on   one  side  of  a  vessel, 
and   outside  them   on   the   other;   one 
half     of     his     body    was     within    and 
the  other  half   outside  the   law.     That 
was  one  of  those  preposterous,  piecemeal, 
tinkering   Bills   which    the    House   con- 
stantly indulged  in,  and  the  only  way  of 
repairing  small  defects  was  either  through 
the  countenance   and  support  of  a  s}Tn- 
pathetic  Minister  like  the  Home  Secretary, 
or  by  a  private  Member's  Bill.     Seamen 
were  still  outside  the  Compensation  Acts, 
and    no    Government    would    take    the 
question  up.     A  private  Member  would 
have  to  take  it  up,  and  it  was  just  the 
kind  of  question  which  a  private  Member 
could  carry  better  than  any  Government. 
That  was  the  kind   of  legislation  which 
the    right    hon.    Gentleman     was     now 
trying   to    destroy.       He    joined    with 
other  hon.   Members    in    admiration   of 
the  extremely  interesting  speech  which 
had   been  delivered  by   the   First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.     That  speech  was  more 
than   interesting;    it   was   historic.     He 
did  not  blame  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  the  matter,  because  it  was  one  of  those 
Parliamentary    accidents    which     would 
occur,  but  that  speech  should  have  been 
delivered  last  night,  and  it  would  have 
been  more  appropriate  on  the  preceding 
Amendment.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 


said  that  there  were  960  hours  in  a 
Parliamentary  session  of  120  days,  and 
then,  by  a  series  of  calculations,  the 
accuracy  of  which  he  had  no  means  of 
testing,  but  which  he  was  quite  willing 
to  accept,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  only 
276  hours  remained  for  the  legislative 
business  of  the  Government  —  27G 
hours  for  the  government  of  one-fifth 
of  the  human  race!  If  he  had  the 
advantage  of  being  the  proprietor  of  a 
great  daily  paper,  he  would  tomorrow 
put  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech 
on  one  side  of  a  large  column  in  letters 
of  gold — if  the  resources  of  the  establish- 
ment permitted — ^and  on  the  other  side 
he  would  put  the  following : — 

"  The  English  " 

— those  were  the  only  words  not  contained 
in  the  original  text — 

*'  are  the  greatest  i)eople  the  world  ha»  ever 
seen,  but  whose  fault  is  tliat  they  do  not  know 
their  strength,  their  greatness,  and  their 
destiny,  and  who  are  wa.sting  tlieir  time  on 
their  minor  local  matters.  .  .  .  The 
American  lia^  l)een  taught  the  lesson  of  home 
rule  and  the  success  of  leaving  the  manage- 
ment of  the  local  pump  to  the  parish  beadle." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
recognise  the  quotation. 

"  He  does  not  burden  his  House  of  Commons 
with  the  resjionftibility  of  cleansing  the  parish, 
drains.  The  present  position  in  the  English 
House  is  ridiculous.  You  might  as  well 
expect  Napoleon  to  have  found  time  to  have 
{)erson8lly  counte<l  his  dirty  linen  ]»efore  he 
sent  it  to  the  wash  and  re-counted  it  upon  its 
return. ''t 

WTien  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  paid  his 
well-desersed  tribute  to  the  great  English- 
man whose  obsequies  were  celebrated 
yesterday  in  so  touching  a  fashion  in  so 
many  different  parts  of  the  world,  he 
hoped  he  took  to  heart  the  great  lesson 
which  the  last  words  of  that  great  man 
taught,  and  to  which  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tonight  was  a  most 
eloquent  and  convincing  epilogue. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  pointed  out  that 
the  Amendment  under  discussion  had 
occupied  a  considerable  number  of  hours 
on  the  previous  evening.  He  therefore 
appealed  to  the  House  to  bring  the 
debate  to  a  speedy  conclusion. 


t  The  quotation  is  from  certain  notes  pub- 
lishe«l  in  the  lie  view  o/BeiHeu's  for  April,  1902, 
and  described  by  the  Editor  as  "  The  Political 
,  Will  and  Testament "  of  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes. 
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♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
£.)  thought  that  the  speech  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  on  this 
Amendment  required  some  elucidation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  doubt  a 
strong  case  for  showing  that  this  Ride,  if 
passed,  would  make  very  little  difference 
t<)  private  Members'  Bills,  but  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  ifor  Partick  was 
that  Standing  Order  1 2 — the  Whitsuntide 
Onler  a^^signing  precedence  to  the  Com- 
mittee Stages  of  Bills  on  two  Wednesdays 
after  —  should  be  ante-dated  to  Easter, 
so  that  private  Members'  Bills  which  had 
been  fortimate  enough  to  obtain  a  Second 
Iweading  early  in  the  session  should 
really  have  a  chance  of  passing  through 
their  further  stages  in  the  course  of  the 
Mission  by  having  those  days  between 
Easter  and  Whitsuntide  which  were  now 
allotted  to  Second  Readings  of  private 
Members'  Bills  allotted  to  them.  He 
hoped  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
would  indicate  whether  he  was  favourably 
disposed  to  the  solution  of  the  difficulty 
of  private  Members  which  was  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Partick.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  were  favourably 
disposed,  he  would  not  carry  the  discussion 
further.  The  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Partick  was  a  practical  one. 
There  were,  in  that  case,  two  further 
questions  he  would  Uke  to  put  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  First  of  all,  would 
he  consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  this  particular  point, 
thealterationofthe  present  Rule,and,  next, 
would  he  take  steps  as  to  the  ballot  with 
regitrd  to  Bills,  in  the  sense  which  had 
>o  frequently  been  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  and  other 
Members  in  the  past  1  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  do  himself  great 
credit  and  facilitate  the  passing  of  the 
Rules  if  he  were  to  indicate  his 
^neral  approval  of  the  scheme  in 
home  form  or  other  of  this  particular 
solution  of  this  question  so  that  it  might 
be  placed  upon  the  Paper  and  become  a 
Standing  Order  this  session.  If  that 
were  done,  it  should  be  possible  to 
place  important  private  Members'  Bills 
in  such  a  position  in  the  early  part  of 
the  seasion  as  to  give  them  a  real  chance 
of  becoming  law. 

(5.55.)  Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL 
(Donegal,  S.)  said  he  had  a  very  strong 
feeling    against    all    encroachments     of 


private  Members*  rights.  The  House  of 
Commons  was  becoming  more  and 
more  an  official  Registry.  He  re- 
membered when  the  Home  Rule  Bill 
was  under  discussion,  Mr.  Courtney 
moved  an  Amendment;  he  wished  to 
have  a  Resolution  passed  whereby  a 
Cabinet  Minister  in  one  House  should 
have  a  right  of  audience  in  the  other, 
but  Mr.  Gladstone  rose  up  and  with 
some  heat  said  that  for  fifty-two  years 
he  had  been  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
and  he  would  never  sit  in  a  House  of 
Commons  in  which  the  smallest  privilege 
was  given  to  a  Member  by  reason  of  his 
being  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  make  his 
remarks  relevant  to  the  question  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  he  only 
wished  to  show  that  every  encroachment 
on  private  Members'  rights  gave  further 
power  to  official  Members  on  one  side  or 
the  other.  The  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  movwi  the  Amendment 
was  that  if  this  extra  dav  were  not 
given,  no  private  Bill  of.  a  contentious 
nature  had  the  least  chance  of  passing. 
Everybody  knew  that  there  were  private 
Bills  which,  though  not  controversial  in 
their  nature,  were  highly  contentious,  and 
which  no  Government  desired  to  take  up. 
For  instance,  there  was  the  great  class  of 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bills  brought 
i  in  by  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  all  of  which 
were  brought  in  as  private  Members'  Bills. 
On  the  ground  that  if  he  went  into  the 
Government  at  all  the  question  would 
become  a  Party  question,  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  refused  the  Sohcitor  General- 
ship, and  actually  got  an  independent 
seat  in  order  to  give  expression  to 
his  views.  All  philanthropy  of  that 
kind,  by  a  man  who  wished  to  hold 
himself  independent  of  Party,  woidd 
be  utterly  destroyed  by  this  Rule. 
But  there  was  a  more  recent  illustra- 
tion  

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
going  into  some  interesting  historical 
reminiscences,  but  at  the  same  time,  I 
must  remind  him  that  they  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question  before  the  House. 
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Me.  swift  MAGNEILL  said  he 
dared  not  make  a  compromise  with  Mr. 
Speaker,  but  would  he  state  at  what 
time  or  stage  it  would  be  in  order  for 
him  (the  hon.  Member)  briefly  to  show 
the  benefits  that  had  come  from  private 
Members*  Bills ;  and  the  way  in  which 
these  Rules  would  affect  that  question  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker  said  that  he  cou'.d 
not  lay  that  down  beforehand.  If  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  were  irrele- 
vant he  would  be  interrupted ;  he 
would  then,  exhaustively,  find  out  whether 
he  was  in  order. 

Mr-  swift  MACNEILL  said  he  would 
not  venture  to  transgress  the  Rules  of 
the  House  in  order  to  find  out  when,  by 
accident,  he  might  be  in  the  right. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  did  not  suggest 
that  the  hon.  Member  would  wilfully 
transgress. 

Me.  swift  MACNEILL  said  he  would 
endeavour,  by  some  species  of  ingenuity, 
when    the    Rule  as  amended  was   putj 


from  the  Chair,  to  bring  forward  the 
point  he  desired  to  lay  beiore  the  House. 
The  First  Lord  had  throughout  gone  on 
the  assumption  that  he  was  taking  care 
of  the  interests  of  the  House  as  a  whde. 
If  that  was  so,  why  did  he  not  divest 
the  proposals  of  their  Party  character, 
and  allow  Members  to  vote  according  to 
their  independent  views?  As  long  as 
the  Government  Whips  were  put  at  the 
doors  each,  Motion  became  a  vote  of  con- 
fidence, and  Members  were  obliged  to 
vote  according  to  Party.  That  was  not 
the  way  to  pass  Rules  which  were  sup- 

e)sed  to  be  for  the  regulation  of  the 
ouse  as  a  whole.  Probably  hon.  Mem- 
bers were  better  judges  of  their  own 
House  than  the  First  Lord  himself 

(6.6.)  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in 
his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  *'That 
the  Question  be  now  put.*' 

Question  put,  **That  the  Question  bo 
now  put." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  196  ;  Noes, 
136.     (Division  List  No.  100.) 


Aoland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Aguew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwrieht,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O. 
AiTol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  JameH  liobert 
Baird.  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour.Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (ManchV 
Balfoar,RtHnGerald  W(Leed8 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry, Sir  Francis  T.(Wuid8or) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bicmold,  Arthur 
Bin,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,  CaptH.F.  (Middlesex 
Bowles,T.  Gibson  (King^s  Lynn 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbe11,RtHn  J.  A.  (Glasgow 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish.V.C.W(Derby8htfe 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  J  Austen(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 


AYES. 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
CTox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Lord 
Oipps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross, Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  Fd.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  I  dwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,Hon.Ai]wyn  Edward 
Fen^son,RtHn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehnrst 
Finch,  George  >*. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGei  ald,SirRobert  Penrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Garfit,  WillUm 
Gibbs,Hn  A.G.H.(City  of  Lon. 
Gibbs,Hon.  Vicary  (St.Albans) 
Godson,SirAugustusFrederick 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  £.(  Elgin&  Nairn 


Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gore,HnG.  RC.Ormsby. (Salop 
Gore,  Hn.S.  F.  Onnsby-(Linc) 
Gror£>t,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon. George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Grenfell.  WUliam  Henry 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
H  amilton,RtHnLord  G.  (Mid*x 
Hanbuiy,Rt.  Hon.RobertWm. 
Hardy,Laurenoe  ( Kent Ashf ord 
Hare,  Thomas  Lei^h 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard!  Uanlay 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon- Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Higginbobtom,  S.  W. 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,  J.F.  (Sheffivld,Brightside 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hozier,Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jessel,CaptainHerbeTt  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kno^A'les,  Lees 

Lawrence, Wm.  F.C.  (Liverpool 
Lawsoo,  John  Grant 
Lecky,Rt.Hon. William  Ed.H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 
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Legffe,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
]>igli  Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Leveion-Gower,  Frederick  N.  S. 
Lockwood,  LlCoI.  A.  K. 
Luder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  R  U  Hn.  Walter(BriBtol,S. 
LoDMlale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  FraneU  William 
L4>7d,  Archie  Kirkman 
Loeas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lacas,Reginald  J.  ( Portsmouth 
Maedona«  John  Cumming 
Maronochie,  A.  W. 
M^Calmont,  ColH  L.B(Cambe. 
M*Iver;SirLewi8(  EdinburghW 
M' Kill  op,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell.RtHnSirH.  E(\Vigt'n 
Middlemore,Jno.  Thrograorton 
Mildway,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  William 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Jasper  ( Shropshire) 
Morg|an,Hn  Fred.(Monm'thth. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbxay,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 


{11  April  1902} 

Murray,  RtHnA .  Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Bath 
M^ers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewintr^  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salinbury) 
Parker,  (vilbert 
Penn,  John 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Bryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ra«ch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ratclitf,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock). 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,Hn.M.W.  (Sulybridge 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Russell.  T.  W. 

Sackrille,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler.Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Seely,Maj.J.£.B  (Isieof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,Abel  H.  (Hertford,East) 
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Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarka.) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwioh) 
Stanley.Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Torolinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
VaJentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Col.SirCEH(Sheaield 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wason,John  Catncart  (Orkney 
Welby,Lt..Col.  ACE(Taunton 
Wbitmore  Charles  Algernon 
Willonghby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  ( York.E.  R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil8on-Todd,Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  ( Bath 
Wolff,  Gustov  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quio,  Major  WTH. 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  Sir 
William  Walmond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E. 

AUan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Alien,  Chas.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud 

A»hton,  Thomas  Gair 

Atherl«y-Jone»,  L. 

Aosten/Sir  Jfhn 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  WillUm 

Blake,  Edward 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Br3ree,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Boroe,  John 

Caina,  William  Sproeton 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Caoston,  Richard  Knight 

Cha&ning,  Francis  AUston 

Cofraa,  I>enis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eusene 

Daviert,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

DaWes,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charies 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Donglaii,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

DoDB,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Evaae,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farqaharaon,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

FergOMon,  K.  C.  Monro  (Leith 

Ff rench,  Peter 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fo«t«r,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fuller,  J.M.F. 


NOES. 

Fnmes^,  Sir  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  Herb*t  Jn. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 
Irurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Bunion 
Hammond,  John 
Hannsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouse.  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. ) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  D'vid  Br>nmor(Swansea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Lambert,  George 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lomth,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M*Crae,  George 
M •Govern.  T. 
M'Kean,  John 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mansfield,  Horace  Randall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mather,  William 
Moouey,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 


Nulan,  Joseph  (Lough,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brien,Kendal  (Tipperary  M. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  WUIiam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee.  James  John 
PaImer,George  Wni.  (Reading) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Reid,Sir  R-Threshie  (Dumfries 
Robert,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson.  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheelan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,RtHnC.  R.  (Northants 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomas,Alfred  (Glamorgan,E. 
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Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr) 
Thoma8,F.  Freeman-  ( Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York.W.R.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  PhUips 
Walton,  Jn.Lawson  (Leeas,  S.) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 


Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan    Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,North) 

Whitley,  J.  H,  (Halifax) 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 


Tellers  for  the  Noes,. 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


(6.18.)     Question    put     accordingly,  I      The  House  divided : — Ayes,  199  ;  Noei,. 
"That  the  words   *and    fourth'    stand  j  UO.    (Division  List  No.  101.) 


part  of  the  Question." 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^ot,Oapt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 


I 
AYES. 

Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 

Finch,  George  H. 

Fmlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Fisher,  William  Ha^es 

Fison,  Frederick  William 

FitzCierald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose- 

Forster,  Henry  William 

Grardner,  £lmest 

Garfib,  William 

Gibbs,Hn  A.G.  H.(City  of  Lon. 

Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 


Baird,  John  George  Alexander  Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 

Baldwin,  Alfred  Gordon,Hn J.  E (Elgin &  Nairn) 

Balfour,  Rt.Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r  Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 

Balfour,RtHnGerald  W(Leeds  Gore,HnG.R.C.Orm8by-(Salop 


Banbury,  Frederick  Greorce 
Barry,Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Birtley,  George  C.  T. 
Biguold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  Jame8 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 


LucaSjReginald  J .  ( Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Calmont,Col.  H.  L.  B  (Camh& 
M  *I  ver,SirLewis(  EdinburghW 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire^ 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,RtHnSirH.  E(  Wigt*i> 
Middlemore,  Jn.  ThrogmortOD 
Mildway,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  William 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacv 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More, Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.  (Monm'ths. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,ArthurH.  A(Deptford> 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  RtHnA.  Graham  (Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndliam  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 


Gore,Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  (Lino.) 

Gorst,  Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 

Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 

Groulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Gray,  hmest  (West  Ham) 

Grenfell,  William  Henry 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Bowles,Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex  ,  Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Bowle9,T.Gib8on  (King's  Lynn  I  Hamilton,RtHnLordG.(Mid'x 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen        1  Hanbury,Rt.Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Brymer,  William  Ernest  |  Hardy,baurence(Kei] 

Butcher  John  George  ;  Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 

Campbell,RtHnJ.A.(Gla8gow  I  Hams,  Frederick  Leverton 
Carson,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H.  ]  Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother  ,  Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Cavendish, V.C.W.(Devon8hire  >  Heath,ArthurHoward(Hanley 
('ecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor)      Helder,  AugUbtus 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)    Henderson,  Alexander 

Chamberlain, J. Au8ten(Worc'r  ,  Hermon- Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter  ^  Randies,  John  S. 
Chapman,  Edward  i  Higginbottom,  S.  W.  Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 

"'       -  -  Hogg,  Lindsay  |  Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Hope,  J.F.(SheffiM,Brightside    Keid,  James  (Greenock) 

Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry  '  Remnant,  James  FarquharsoD 

Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil  :  Renwick,  George 


Hardy JLiaurence( Kent Ashford    Orr-Ewinff,  Charles  Lindsay 

Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury') 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Penn,  John 

Piatt- Hifcigins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryoe- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 


Charring  ton,  Spencer 
Chorchul,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 


Ridlev,HnM.  W.(SUlybridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheiheld) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 


Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Corbett,  A.  Camei on  (Glasgow)    Jessel,  Cape.  Herbert  Merton 
Corl)ett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North)     Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge    Knowles,  Lees 
Cran borne.  Lord  I  Laurence,  Joseph  (Monmouth) 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred  ,  Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool)  i  Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 

Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton)  I  Lawson,  John  Grant  I  Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 

Crossley,  Sir  Savile  Lecky,Rt.Hn.  William  Edw.  H.    Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 

Denny,  Colonel  '  Lees,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead)      Seely.Mai.  J.E.B(Isleof  Wight 

Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond         Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage  Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 

Dickson,  Charles  Scott  ;  Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie    |  Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 

Dixon-HartlaoH,  Sir  F.  Dixon  ;  LevesonGower,  Frederick  N.S.  |  Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,Ea8t) 


Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Ihike,  Henry  Edward 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowe«,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
FergU8Son,RtHn  Sir  J.(Manc'r 


Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt  Hn  Walter  (BrUtol,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Bro>vnlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 


Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwick) 
Stanley,Hn.  Arthur  (Oi  mskirk 
Stanley,  lx>rd  (Lanes.) 


Lowther,  Rt.  Hn.  Jas.  (Kent)    Stewart,SirMarkT.M*Taggart 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman  Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 

Lucas,  Col. Francis  (Lowestoft)    Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
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Thornton,  Percy  M. 
TonilintiOQ.VVin.  Edw.  Marray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viwcount 
Vincent.Col.SirC.E.  H(Sheffi'd 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wa«on,Jno.Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Welby,  Lt.  CoL A.C.  E(Taunt''n 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen,  Chas.  P. (Glouc, Stroud) 

A^hton,  Thomas  Gair 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

liayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Heil,  Kichard 

lUack,  .Vlexander  William 

Ulake,  Edward 

Bri^,  John 

BroadhoTHt,  Henry 

Bryoe,  He.  Hon.  JameH 

Barms  John 

Caine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  JamcH 

Campliell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Cau!(U>n»  Kichard  Knight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon.  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Da  vies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Da  vies,  M.  Vaaghan-(Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

DUke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Domran,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Dnnn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

EvanN  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farquhar«on,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edmond 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

FoHter,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 

Giihooly,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  HerbertJno. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  Corrie 

(fOrdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Kichard  Burton 


Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  WTh. 
Younger,  William 


Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 

Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 

Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 

Wilson,  A.Stanley  (York.E.R. 

Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 

Wilson-Todd, Wm.H.  (Yorks.)  ;  Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  Sir 

Wodehouse,Rt  Hn.E.R.(Bath)  William  Walrond  and  Mr. 

Wolfl",  Gustav  Wilhelm  I         Anstruther. 


NOES. 

Hammond,  John 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouse,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,  £.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  .John 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Dav.Brynmor  (Swansea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Lambert,  George 
La^land-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lnndon,  Vi, 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M* Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Govem,  T. 
M*Kean,  John 
M*Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mather,  William 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morton,  Edw.  J.C.  (Devonport 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (I^outh,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  Jamen  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  T.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell.  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd.  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O' Kelly,  Jas.  ( lioscommon,  N. ) 


O'Malley,  WillUm 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,George  W  m.  (Reading) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saflfron  Walden), 
Pickaxd,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  £.(Waterford> 
Reid,  SirR.  Threshie  (Dumfries 
Ro))erts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (F^orfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,RtHn  C.  R.  (Northanta 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A1)el  (Carmarthen,E. 
Thomas,Altred  (Glamorgan,£. 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman-(Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philine 
Walton,  J  no.  Law8on(Leeas,S.  y 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,North> 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
WhittaKer,  Thomas  Palmer 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Telllers  for  the  Noes,  Sir 
Edward  Straehey  and  Mr. 
Warner. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  After  line  1 1,  to  add  the  words—*  (e)  At  the 
Evening  Sittings  at  which  Government  Buhi- 
uew  bast  not  precedence  Notices  of  Motion 
!4iall  have  prec<lence  of  the  Orders  of  the 
Day.'"     (J/r.  CaldirciL) 

Question,  **That  those  words  be  there 
added/'  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  After  the  wonls  la«t  added,  to  add  the  words 
— '(f)   At  all   Afternoon  Sittings  the  House 


will  first  proceed  with  Petitions,  Motions  for 
Unopposea  Returns,  and  Leave  of  Absence  to 
Members,  giWng  Notices  of  Motions,  and 
UnoppOHed  Private  Bujsinew.' " — (J/r.  Gibson 
Bonnes. ) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(6.35.)  Me.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Kegis),  in  moving  the  next  Amendment, 
said  it  would  be  observed  that  the  proposed 
Standing  Order  began  with  the  words — 
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and  insert,  after  •*  Sittings,"  the  words : 

**and  that  all  Friday  Sittings,  ex^pt  the 
fiittings  on  the  first  six  Fridays  after  Wnitsun- 
tide." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  described 
what  would  happen  under  the  Bill  by 
the  figures  he  had  submitted  to  the 
House,  and  he  made  out  that  private 
Members  would  have  fourteen  Fridays 
in  the  future.  He  thought  in  making 
this  statement  his  right  hon.  friend  forgot 
to  consider  that  private  Bill  legislation 
would  be  relegated  to  private  Members* 
nights. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  satisfy  the  House  upon  that  point 
when  we  come  to  that  Rule. 

♦Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  he  should  be 
delighted  if  that  were  the  case,  but  as 
the  Rule  stood,  there  was  no  doubt  that 
the  private  Members'  Fridays,  under  the 
Rules  as  they  stood  at  present,  would  be 
seriously  eaten  into  by  the  time 
which  would  be  occupied  by  what 
is  known  as  private  Bill  Legisla- 
tion. If  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
ffoing  to  make  some  other  arrangement 
for  private  Bill  legislation,  that  would,  of 
course,  alter  the  position.  There  was, 
however,  another  side  to  the  picture, 
and  he  was  perfectly  right  in  what  he 
stated  the  previous  night,  for  this  system 
of  taking  private  Members*  Fridays  was 
an  entire  innovation.  In  the  year  1891, 
under  the  Rule  of  their  late  lamented 
friend,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  private  Mem- 
bers* Wednesdays  were  not  taken  until 
the  loth  of  June ;  in  1890  they  were 
taken  on  the  17th  of  Jime;  in  1889,  on 
the  17  th  of  July ;  and  in  the  year  1888, 
not  until  the  11th  of  July.  Now  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  take 
Fridays  after  Whitsuntide,  which  this 
year  fell  upon  the  18th  of  May.  His 
right  hon.  friend  seemed  to  think  that  he 
regarded  this  question  of  the  rights  of 
private  Members  solely  from  the  point  of 
view  of  one  particular  Bill,  but  in  that  he 
was  entirely  mistaken.  He  stated  him- 
self the  other  night  that  there  were  bad 
Bills  introduced  by  private  Members,  and 
that  there  were  also  a  number  of 
very  good  and  useful  Bills  introduced  by 
private  Members,  and  he  cited,  as  an 
illustration,  the  Children's  Bill,  and  the 
Beer  Bill  which  was  introduced  last 
Session. 

Mr,  Chaplin, 


One  of  his  late  colleagues  said  that  the 
greatest  danger  they  had,  in  his 
opinion,  would  arise  from  private  Mem- 
bers* Bills  supposing  the  Conservative 
Party  were  in  opposition.  He  beUeved 
that  wafl  an  entirely  erroneous  notion. 
The  real  danger  they  had  to  provide 
against  in  future  was  from  a  Govern- 
ment which  might  be  composed  of  men 
of  extreme  opinions,  and  with  the  un- 
controlled power  they  would  have  over 
the  proceedings  and  the  whole  time  of 
the  House.  That  was  the  danger  which 
they  were  laying  up  for  themselves, 
and  it  might  bo  perhaps  not  so  distant 
as  a  good  many  of  bis  hon.  friends, 
in  the  pride  of  their  present  majority, 
believed. 

He  was  rather  amused  last  night  by 
the  lecture  addressed  to  him  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
North-East  Manchester  upon  his  atti- 
tude towards  the  Government  since  he 
had  ceased  to  be  one  of  th-m.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  been  kind  enough 
to  write  to  him  a  letter  couched  in  terms 
of  kindly  and  almost  fatheriy  remon- 
strance, but  it  might  surprise  him  to 
learn  that,  not  only  personally  but 
poUticall},  upon  all  questions  except  in 
the^e  Rules  of  Procedure  his  relations 
with  his  former  colleagues  since,  to  his 
regret,  he  parted  from  them  had  been 
universaUy  of  the  most  friendly  char- 
acter. Last  night  he  asked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  cite  a  single  instr^nce 
upon  which  he  had  been  in  opposition 
to  the  Government,  and  had  tried  to  de- 
feat their  proposals,  except  upon  these 
new  Standing  Orders.  He  had  made 
some  reference,  and  ho  had  not  been  able 
to  produce  a  single  case.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  stated  in  his  letter  that  it 
was  his  manner,  and  the  whole  tone  of 
his  speeches,  that  appeared  to  give  the 
impression  that  he  was  acting  in  an 
organised  attempt  to  defeat  the  Govern- 
ment in  these  proposals,  and  that  he 
was  far  indeed  from  being  dispassionate. 
Well,  he  did  not  pretend  that  his  manner 
cr»uld  asc<»nd  to  the  level  of  the  right  Jion. 
Gentleman's.  But  that  was  his 
misfortune,  not  bis  fault.  While  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  was  lecturing 
him  last  night  he  was  irresistibly  re- 
minded of  an  occasion  in  this  House 
when  Mr.  Horsman,  who  at  that  time 
was  a  very    prominent  figure,  lectured 
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Mr.  Disraeli.  Mr.  Disrueli  rose  and 
replied  that  both  sides  of  the  House 
.icknowledged  thai  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  "a  superior  person."  He  did 
not  think  he  could  do  better  than  pass 
on  the  compUment  to  his  right  hon. 
friend,  fiut  even  from  the  pedestal  of 
his  admitted  superiority,  he  was  not 
warranted  with  great  respect,  in  im- 
puting blame  to  him,  either  for  his  action 
or  his  motives,  in  the  Debates  on  the 
Procedure.  He  need  not,  perhaps,  have 
noticed  the  attack  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  but  it  would  have  been  dis- 
courteous to  ignore  it,  and  what  he  said 
tonight  would  save  the  necessity  of  any 
further  reply  to  the  letter  of  his  right 
hon.  friend. 

This  curtailment  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  private  Members  was 
greatly  to  be  regretted  in  the  interest 
of  the  House  ot  Commons  on  totally 
•different  grounds.  Even  Prime  Ministers 
and  Ijcaders  of  the  House  of  Commons 
had  begun  by  being  private  Members 
themselves,  and  if  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  private  Members  were  to  be 
curtailed  in  the  manner  that  is  now  pro- 
posed, what  opportunities  would  be  left 
to  young  Members  for  poUtical  and 
Parliamentary  training  ]  It  was  his 
fortune  to  come  into  Parliament  under 
the  great  Leaders  of  former  days.  There 
was  nothing  more  remarkable,  either  in 
Mr.  Disraeli  or  Mr.  Gladstone,  than  the 
never-failing  interest  they  took  in  any 
young  MeoiDer  of  this  House  who  showed 
ordinary  aptitude,  and  the  encourage- 
ment they  gave  to  him  to  persevere  in 
hi'-  Parliamentary  work,  and  to  induce 
him  to  take  as  prominent  a  position  as 
he  could,  fiut  how  completely  changed 
was  all  this.  His  opinion  was  that  there 
never  was  a  time  since  he  had  been  in  the 
House  of  Commons  when  there  was  so 
much  pditical  ability  among  the  younger 
Members  on  the  Conservative  side  of  the 
House  than  at  present.  He  spoke  of 
this  side  because  he  knew  more  of  it 
than  of  the  other.  What  opportunities 
did  they  get  commensurate  with  their 
<if*3erte  for  taking  part  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  1  Why  was  it  they  had  not 
opportunities?  It  was  all  due  to  the 
system  of  obstruction,  which  the  Rules 
of  the  Leader  of  the  House  were  avowedly 
not  brought  forward  for  the  purpose  of 
stopping.       The     Whips     went    round 


making  entreaties  to  Member  after 
Member  on  this  side  of  the  House  not 
to  speak. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  must  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  only 
Question  before  the  House  is  whether 
there  shall  be  two  or  three  Fridays  after 
Whitsunday  when  Government  business 
shall  not  have  precedence. 

*Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  he  always  bowed 
to  the  ruling  of  the  Speaker.  He  was 
supporting  an  Amendment  which  was 
intended  to  strengthen  and  improve  the 
position  of  private  Members.  He  was 
endeavouring  to  show  how  unfortunate 
was  the  position  of  private  Members  at 
the  present  time,  and  in  support  of  that 
he  made  the  statement  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  them  now  to  take  part  often 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  House  because 
of  the  obstruction  which  prevailed,  and 
which  these  Rules  would  not  prevent. 

Mr.  a.  J.  fiALFOUR :  As  a  matter  of 
personal  explanation.  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  made  an  attack  upon  me  for 
discouraging  rising  talent,  I  suppose  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  and  certainly  on 
this  side.  I  never  remember  a  case  in 
which  any  gentleman  came  to  Par- 
Uamentary  eminence  through  bringing 
in  Bills  on  a  Wednesday.  The  truth  is 
that  these  are  not  the  opportunities  by 
which  a  Member  of  this  House  has  ever 
risen  to  the  summit  of  his  ParUamentary 
ambition. 

(5.13.)  Mr.  BROADHURST  (Lei 
cester)saidthat  nothing  that  had  occurred 
during  the  whole  of  these  debates  so 
directed  attention  to  the  difficulties  of  their 
position  as  the  very  interesting  and  lucitl 
statement  which  the  Leader  of  the  House 
had  rendered  this  afternoon  with  regard 
to  the  time  occupied  by  private  Members 
and  by  Government  measures.  No  doubt 
it  was  a  great  revelation  to  many  hon. 
Members  of  the  House,  and  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  even  at  this  late  hour 
the  Leader  of  the  House  must  see  how 
wise  it  would  be  even  now  to  throw  the 
whole  of  these  Rules  overboard  and 
appoint  a  competent  Committee  to  sug- 
gest some  system  for  the  re-organisation 
of   the  sittings  of  the    House  and  the 
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season  of  their  meeting.  The  Amend- 
ment now  proposed  was  exceedingly 
moderate,  and  he  sincerely  trusted  that 
the  House,  taking  an  independent  judg- 
ment upon  it,  would  carry  it. 

*Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Hertfordshire, 
St.  Albans)  said  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  must  have  observed  that  many 
Members  of  the  House  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  viewed  these  Rules  with  some- 
what lukewarm  enthusiasm.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  be  cheered  by  the 
fact  that  very  often  the  objections  raised 
to  them  were  mutually  destructive. 
He,  for  one,  welcomed  that  callousness 
to  the  demands  for  the  further  worsening 
of  this  Rule,  as  he  regarded  it.  Every 
hon.  Member  had  got  his  own  view  as 
to  the  importance  of  the  Resolution 
which  he  wished  to  bring  before  the 
House,  or  he  thought  that  the  Bill 
which  he  wished  to  pass  was  the  most 
excellent  in  the  world.  But  what  the 
House  had  got  to  consider  was  whether, 
when  private  Members  introduced  on 
Fridays  Bills  of  a  revolutionary  nature 
without  proper  consideration,  they 
ought  to  facilitate  their  passage  into 
law.  He  held  that  they  ought  not,  and, 
therefore,  he  advocated  that  the  fewer 
days  devoted  to  that  purpose  the  better. 
To  increase  the  two  days  for  private 
Members*  business  to  three  would  only 
produce  a  scandalous  state  of  things, 
and  increase  the  obstruction  to  the 
proposed  measures  or  Resolutions.  He 
did  not  say  that  that  obstruction  would 
be  wrong.  Probably  he  would  conceive 
it  to  be  right,  and  would  take  part  in 
it.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  far  less 
evil  to  stop  the  passage  of  a  Bill  by 
even  unnecessary  conversation  than 
allowing  it  to  pass  into  law  without 
proper  consideration.  He  did  not  think 
the  proposed  Rules  would  stifle  rising 
talent.  It  was  entirely  beyond  the 
power  of  the  First  Lord  to  effect  that. 
He  joined  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  spoken  in  congratulating  the  First 
Lord  on  the  extremely  interesting  speech 
he  had  made,  and  in  giving  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  an  opportunity  of 
poaching  on  the  manor  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  and  dragging 
in  the  question  of  Home  Rule. 

Mr.  Broadhurst. 


(5.20.)  Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeenshire.  S.) 
said  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
had  admitted  that  the  position  of  private 
Members*  business  was  very  unsatis- 
factory. Why  should  the  time  of  the 
House  be  taken  up  in  discussing  private 
j  Members'  Bills  which  could  not  pass, 
and  in  which  few  Members  took  a  real 
interest  1  This  was  one  of  the  evils 
which  ought  to  be  inquired  into  and 
dealt  with.  The  second  difficulty  was, 
supposing  twelve  private  Members'  Bills 
had  been  carried  to  a  second  reading,  but 
that  only  two  or  three  of  these  had  any 
chance  of  passing  into  law;  assuming 
that  all  those  Bills  went  to  a  Grand 
Committee,  and  were  carefully  considered 
and  brought  into  shape,  the  process  of 
obstruction  might  be  broiight  to  bear  on 
the  first,  and  the  remaining  eleven  would- 
have  no  chance  of  passing  at  all.  That 
was  a  waste  of  the  time  of  the  House 
which  did  no  credit  to  the  practical 
sanity  of  the  House.  The  moral  which 
they  ought  to  draw  from  the  First  Lord's- 
interesting  classification  of  private 
Members'  Bills  was  that  there  was  only 
a  limited  time  to  consider  these,  and  that 
the  House  ought  to  economise  that 
time  ;  in  fact,  that  urless  they  employed 
private  Members'  time  more  usefully  it 
was  wasted.  He  urged  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  promise  the  House  an  in- 

^uiry,  either  by  the  Cabinet  or  by  a 
ommitteeof  the  House,  as  to  how  the 
leakage  of  the  time  of  this  Chamber 
could  be  avoided.  There  was  another 
grievance.  Year  after  year  the  same 
Bills  were  brought  forward  and  the  same- 
discussion  took  place  upon  them,  but 
those  Bills  never  got  any  more  forward. 
He  took,  as  an  illustration,  the  Rating  of 
Machinery  Bill,  which  had  been  before 
the  House  for  twenty  years,  and  on 
which  a  great  number  of  Wednesdays- 
had  been  wasted.  That  Bill  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  once  for  all.  There  was 
another    instance — the   Registration    of 

Firms  Bill,    which    had   been  discussed 

over  and  over  again,  and  the  Second 

Reading    carried    by    large    majorities. 

Here  there  was  a  limited  amount  of  time 

for  private  Members'  business,  which  the 

right  hon.   Gentleman  had  shown  the 

House  was  needed  for  so  many  purposes, 

but  which  was  squandered.     He  hoped 

the  First  Lord  would  take  this  subject 
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into  his  serious  consideration  and  in- 
stitute some  inquiry  in  regard  to  it,  with 
the  view  of  the  allotment  of  private 
Members*  time  on  a  more  business-like 
footing. 

(5.25.)  Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER 
(Kent,  Thanet)  said  that  many  hon. 
Members  had  spoken  as  if  for  the  first 
time  private  Members  were  called  upon 
to  give  up  their  opportunities  for  carry- 
ing legislation.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
in  all  his  earUer  years  in  Parliament  the 
opportunities  afforded  to  private  Members 
were  mainly  with  the  view  of  bringing 
forward  Motions  for  ventilating  their 
^ievances.  These  took  up  eight  hours 
wtch  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  while 
five  or  five  and  a  half  hours  on  Wednes- 
days were  devoted  to  unofficial  Members' 
legislation.  He  had  never  disguised  his 
feeling  that  private  Members'  time  should 
be  devoted  to  ventilating  grievances 
rather  than  to  passing  measures,  many 
of  which  were  bad.  He  maintained 
that  unofficial  Members  should  stand 
by  their  rights  and  privileges  to 
call  attention  to  grievances,  and  to 
raise  questions  of  general  interest. 
Private  Members  should  insist  on  a 
legitimate  opportunity  being  given  to 
them  to  bring  forward  important  ques- 
tions and  not  concentrate  their  attention 
on  Bills. 

Mr,  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  said  he  intended  to  vote  for 
the  Amendment  on  pretty  much  the 
same  grounds  that  he  had  ventured  to 
nrge  to  the  House  with  reference  to 
another  Amendment  yesterday.  At  the 
same  time,  he  confessed  he  preferred 
yesterday's  Amendment,  because,  al- 
though it  only  left  two  Fridays  after 
Whitsuntide,  it  still  preserved  Uberty  of 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Hoase,  and 
^ve  the  House  the  power  to  meet  anv- 
thing  like  flagrant  obstruction  by  giving 
another  day  to  a  measure  which  had  re- 
<«\*ed  the  sanction  of  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  House.  But,  as  he  had 
«ud  last  night,  half  a  loaf  was  better 
than  no  bread.  He  did  not  think  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Albans  Division 
ira«  quite  correct  in  sajring  that,  so  far  as 
obstruetion  was  concerned,  three  Fridays 
would  be  just  the  same  as  two.  He 
thought  if  the  House  saw  that  there  was 


a  deUberate  campaign  of  obstruction 
against  a  particular  measure  which  was 
backed  by  the  general  feeling  of  the 
House,  that  some  means  would  be  de- 
vised whereby  a  third  Friday  should  be 
used  for  the  passage  of  the  Bill.  There- 
fore he  thought  there  was  a  very 
considerable  difference  between  three 
Fridays  and  two.  He  entirely  dissented 
from  the  views  expressed  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Isle 
of  Thanet.  He  was  disposed  to  accept 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  general  atti- 
tude in  hostility  to  mere  fads  and  fancies. 
He  was  as  much  an  anti-faddist  as  the 
right  hon.  G^entleman  himself,  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  regird 
the  majority  of  private  Members'  Bills 
as  merely  faddists'  Bills.  That  was  not 
his  opinion.  The  faddist's  Bill  generally 
met  with  an  early  death,  but  the  kind  of 
private  Member's  Bill  he  wished  to  pre- 
serve was  of  a  very  different  character. 
He  saw  on  the  opposite  Benches  an  hon. 
friend  and  countryman  of  his  own,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devizes,  who,  in  a 
private  Bill  and  without  any  Grovemment 
support,  but  simply  by  his  own  energy, 
effected  a  very  considerable  and  desir- 
able change  in  the  social  and  economic 
condition  of  the  agricultural  labourers  of 
the  country.  That  was  a  very  remark- 
able instance  of  a  measure  carried  by  a 
ministerialist  Member  by  the  support  of 
the  House  generally.  That  was  the  kind 
of  private  Bill  he  wished  to  see  preserved. 
He  mentioned  last  night  the  changes  in 
the  social  condition  of  married  life  in  this 
country,  every  one  of  which  had  been 
carried  by  Bills  proposed  by  private 
Members,  and  carried  through  without 
the  support  of  the  Government  of  the 
day.  He  did  not  think  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  quite  fair 
in  giving  the  repeal  of  the  Crimes 
Act  as  the  kind  of  private  Members' 
Bill  of  which  the  House  was  thinking. 
That  Act  was  passed  after  many  weeks 
of  Parliamentary  time,  in  face  of  a  fierce 
and  obstinate  opposition,  and  its  repeal 
would  also  demand  a  large  proportion 
of  Parliamentary  time  unless  the  House 
had  arrived  at  an  united  opinion  regard- 
ing it. 


I     Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  it  would 
'  obviously     be      a     very     controversial 

measure. 
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Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  that  for 
that  very  reason  it  was  not  the  kind  of 
measure  they  were  thinking  of  in  pro- 
posing three  Fridays. 

Mr.  a.   J.   BALFOUR:    Very  likely 
not. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  asked  if  any- 
one   imagined  that  a  Bill  of  such  a  con- 
troversial character  as  the  repeal  of  the 
Crimes  Act  could  be  carried  on  a  Friday 
afternoon.    The  House  of  Commons  had 
got  into  an  unfortunate  legislative  habit 
of  dealing  with    every   question  in  the 
most  piecemeal  fashion.    He  would  call, 
in     support     of    that    statement,     the 
testimony  of  the  Home  Secretary.     Last 
year   the  right  hon.   Gentleman   intro- 
duced  the    Factories    Bill,  a   beneficent 
measure,    which  he   successfully  piloted 
through     the     House.       He    was     not 
going  to  reveal  any  secrets  as  to  what 
occurred  between  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   and   himself,    but    between   them 
they  managed  to  get  the  dockers  into 
that  Bill.      The   docker  was  within  the 
existing  Acts  on   one  side  of  a  vessel, 
and   outside  them   on   the   other;   one 
half     of     his     body    was     within    and 
the  other  half  outside  the  law.     That 
was  one  of  those  preposterous,  piecemeal, 
tinkering   Bills   which    the    House   con- 
stantly indulged  in,  and  the  only  way  of 
repairing  small  defects  was  either  through 
the  countenance   and  support  of  a  svth- 
pathetic  Minister  like  the  Home  Secretary, 
or  by  a  private  Member's  Bill.     Seamen 
were  still  outside  the  Compensation  Acts, 
and    no    Government    would    take    the 
question  up.     A  private  Member  would 
have  to  take  it  up,  and  it  was  just  the 
kind  of  question  which  a  private  Member 
could  carry  better  than  any  Government. 
That  was  the  kind  of  legislation  which 
the    right    hon.    Gentleman     was     now 
trying   to    destroy.       He    joined    with 
other  hon.   Members    in    admiration   of 
the  extremely  interesting  speech  which 
had   been  delivered  by   the   First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.     That  speech  was  more 
than   interesting;    it   was    historic.     He 
did  not  blame  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
in  the  matter,  because  it  was  one  of  those 
Parliamentary    accidents    which     would 
occur,  but  that  speech  should  have  been 
delivered  last  night,  and  it  would  have 
l)een  more  appropriate  on  the  preceding 
Amendment.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 


said  that  there  were  960  hours  in  a 
Parliamentary  session  of  120  days,  and 
then,  by  a  series  of  calculations,  the 
accuracy  of  which  he  had  no  means  of 
testing,  but  which  he  was  quite  willing 
to  accept,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  only 
276  hours  remained  for  the  legislative 
business  of  the  Government  —  276^ 
hours  for  the  government  of  one-fifth, 
of  the  human  race !  If  he  had  the 
advantage  of  being  the  proprietor  of  a. 
great  daily  paper,  he  would  tomorrow 
put  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech 
on  one  side  of  a  large  column  in  letters 
of  gold — if  the  resources  of  the  establish- 
ment permitted — and  on  the  other  side 
he  would  put  the  following : — 

**  The  English  " 
— those  were  the  only  words  not  contained, 
in  the  original  text— - 

**  are  the  greatent  people  the  world  ha»  ever 
seen,  Lut  whose  fault  i»  that  they  do  not  know 
their  Htrength,  their  greatnesH,  and  their 
destiny,  and  >vlio  are  wa-^ting  their  time  on 
their  minor  local  matters.  .  .  .  The 
American  han  lieen  taught  the  let»»on  of  home 
rule  and  the  success  of  leaA-ing  the  mana^- 
raent  of  the  local  pump  to  the  parish  beadle." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would, 
recognise  the  quotation. 

"  He  does  not  burden  his  House  of  Conmions 
>\'ith  the  reH|H>nsibility  of  cleansuig  the  parish, 
draiuit.  The  present  position  in  the  English 
House  is  ridiculous.  You  might  as  well 
exj)ect  NajKileon  to  have  found  time  to  have 
|)erHon8lly  counte<l  his  dirty  linen  lief  ore  he 
sent  it  to  the  wash  and  re-coimted  it  upon  its 
return,  "t 

AMien  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  paid  his 
well-deservea  tribute  to  the  great  English- 
man whose  obsequies  were  celebrated 
yesterday  in  so  touching  a  fashion  in  so 
many  different  parts  of  the  world,  he 
hoped  he  took  to  heart  the  great  lesson 
which  the  last  words  of  that  great  man 
taught,  and  to  which  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tonight  was  a  most 
eloquent  and  convincing  epilogue. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  pointed  out  that 
the  Amendment  under  discussion  had 
occupied  a  considerable  number  of  hours 
on  the  previous  evening.     He  therefore 

,  appealed    to    the    House   to    bring    the 

j  debate  to  a  speedy  conclusion. 


t  The  quotation  is  from  certain  notes  pub- 
lisiie<l  in  the  Review  of  Re  Hews  for  April,  1902, 
and  described  by  the  Editor  as  **  The  Political 
1  Will  and  TesUment"  of  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes. 
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*Mr.  CHAXNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  thought  that  the  speech  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  on  this 
Amendment  required  some  elucidation. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  doubt  a 
dtron^  case  for  showing  that  this  Rule,  if 
passed,  would  make  very  little  difference 
to  private  Members*  Bills,  but  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  ifor  Partick  was 
that  Standing  Order  1 2--the  Whitsuntide 
Order  assigning  precedence  to  the  Com- 
mittee Stages  of  Bills  on  two  Wednesdays 
after  —  should  be  ante-dated  to  Easter, 
so  that  private  Moml>ers'  Bills  which  had 
l>een  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  Second 
Heading  early  in  the  session  should 
really  have  a  chance  of  passing  through 
their  further  stages  in  the  course  of  the 
session  by  having  those  days  between 
Easter  and  ^VTiitsuntide  which  were  now 
allotte<l  to  Second  Readings  of  private 
Members'  Bills  allotted  to  them.  He 
hoped  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
would  indicate  whether  he  was  favourably 
disposed  to  the  solution  of  the  difficulty 
of  private  Members  which  was  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Partick.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  were  favourably 
disposed,  he  would  not  carry  the  discussion 
further.  The  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Partick  was  a  practical  one. 
There  were,  in  that  case,  two  further 
•juestions  he  would  like  to  put  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  First  of  all,  would 
he  consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  this  particular  point, 
th  ealterat  ion  of  the  present  Rule ,  and,  next, 
would  he  take  steps  as  to  the  ballot  with 
regard  to  Bills,  in  the  sense  which  had 
so  frequently  been  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  and  other 
Members  in  the  past  1  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  do  himself  great 
credit  and  facilitate  the  passing  of  the 
Rules  if  he  were  to  indicate  his 
general  approval  of  the  scheme  in 
jM^me  form  or  other  of  this  particular 
i^lution  of  this  question  so  that  it  might 
b»*  placed  upon  the  Paper  and  become  a 
Standing  Order  this  session.  If  that 
were  done,  it  should  be  possible  to 
place  important  private  Members'  Bills 
in  such  a  position  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session  as  to  give  them  a  real  chance 
of  becoming  law. 

(5.55.)  Mr.  swift  MACNEILL 
(Donegal,  S.)  said  he  had  a  very  strong 
feeling    against    all    encroachments     of 


private  Members*  rights.    The  House  of 
Commons    was     becoming     more    and 
more    an     official     Registry.       He   re- 
membered  when  the   Home    Rule  Bill 
was    under    discussion,    Mr.    Courtney 
moved  an   Amendment ;    he  wished   to 
have    a  Resolution    passed   whereby   a 
!  Cabinet  Minister    in  one  House  should 
have  a  right  of  audience  in  the  other, 
but   Mr.   Gladstone   rose  up  and  with 
I  some  beat  said  that  for  fifty-two  years 
I  he  had  been  a  Member  of   Parliament, 
\  and  he  would  never  sit  in  a  House  of 
Commons  in  which  the  smallest  privilege 
was  given  to  a  Member  by  reason  of  his 
I  being  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 

1  ♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  make  his 
I  remarks  relevant  to  the  question  before 
,  the  House. 


Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  he  only 
wished  to  show  that  every  encroachment 
on  private  Members'  rights  gave  further 
power  to  official  Members  on  one  side  or 
the  other.  The  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  Amendment 
was  that  if  this  extra  day  were  not 
given,  no  private  Bill  of.  a  contentious 
nature  had  the  least  chance  of  passing. 
Everybody  knew  that  there  were  private 
Bills  which,  though  not  controversial  in 
their  nature,  were  highly  contentious,  and 
which  no  Government  desired  to  take  up. 
For  instance,  there  was  the  great  class  of 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bills  brought 
in  by  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  all  of  which 
were  brought  in  as  private  Members'  Bills. 
On  the  ground  that  if  he  went  into  the 
Government  at  all  the  question  would 
become  a  Party  question.  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly  refused  the  Sohcitor  General- 
ship, and  actually  got  an  independent 
seat  in  order  to  give  expression  to 
his  views.  All  philanthropy  of  that 
kind,  by  a  man  who  wished  to  hold 
himself  independent  of  Party,  woidd 
be  utterly  destroyed  by  this  Rule. 
But  there  was  a  more  recent  illustra- 
tion  

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member  is 
going  into  some  interesting  historical 
reminiscences,  but  at  the  same  time,  I 
must  remind  him  that  they  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question  before  the  House. 
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Mr.  swift  MAGNEILL  said  he 
dared  not  make  a  compromise  with  Mr. 
Speaker,  but  would  he  state  at  what 
time  or  stage  it  would  be  in  order  for 
him  (the  hon.  Member)  briefly  to  show 
the  benefits  that  had  come  from  private 
Members*  Bills  ;  and  the  way  in  which 
these  Rules  would  affect  that  question  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker  said  that  he  could 
not  lay  that  down  beforehand.  If  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  were  irrele- 
vant he  would  be  interrupted ;  he 
would  then,  exhaustively,  find  out  whether 
he  was  in  order. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  he  would 
not  venture  to  transgress  the  Rules  of 
the  House  in  order  to  find  out  when,  by 
accident,  he  might  be  in  the  right. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  did  not  suggest 
that  the  hon.  Member  would  wilfully 
transgress. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  he  would 
endeavour,  by  some  species  of  ingenuity, 
when    the    Rule  as  amended  was   puti 


from  the  Chair,  to  bring  forward  the 
point  he  desired  to  lay  before  the  House. 
The  First  Lord  had  throughout  gone  on 
the  assumption  that  he  was  taking  care 
of  the  interests  of  the  House  as  a  whole. 
If  that  was  so,  why  did  he  not  divest 
the  proposals  of  their  Party  character, 
and  allow  Members  to  vote  according  to 
their  independent  views?  As  long  as 
the  Government  Whips  were  put  at  the 
doors  each,  Motion  became  a  vote  of  con- 
fidence, and  Members  were  obliged  to 
vote  according  to  Party.  That  was  not 
the  way  to  pass  Rules  which  were  sup- 
posed to  be  for  the  regulation  of  the 
House  as  a  whole.  Probably  hon.  Mem- 
bers were  better  judges  of  their  own 
House  than  the  First  Lord  himself 

(6.6.)  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in 
his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  *'That 
the  Question  be  now  put.*' 

Question  put,  **That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  196  ;  Noes, 
136.     (Division  List  No.  100.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.SirAlex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  Janies  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
ArchdaJe,  Edward  Menryn 
Arkwrieht,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird.  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.A.  J.(Manch*r 
Balfoar,RtHnGerald  W(Leed8 
Banbury,  Frederick  (^eorge 
Barry, Sir  Francis  T.(Wuid8or) 
Bartloy,  George  C.  T. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,  CaptH.F.  (Middlesex 
Bowle8,T. Gibson  (King's  Lynn 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Brynier,  William  Ernest 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbeil,RtHn  J.A. (Glasgow 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W  ( Derbyshue 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain, J  Austen(  Woro'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 


AYES. 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
CTorbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
C^x,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Lord 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross, Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFd.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  I  dwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
FeUowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fen^son,RtHn.  Sir  J.  (Manc'r 
Field  en,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  (jeorjze  i*. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  WOliam 
FitzGei  ald,SirRobert  Penrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Garfit,  WaiUm 
Gibb9,Hn  A.G.H.(City  of  Lon. 
Gibbs,Hon.  Vicary  (St.Albans) 
Godson,^irAugu8tusFrederick 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  S.  ( Elgin&  Nairn 


Gordon,  J.  (Londonderiy,  S.) 
Gore,HnG.  R.C.Orrasby.(Salop 
Gore,  Hn.S.  F.  OnasbyiLinc) 
Gron>t,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jofin  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon. George  Joachim 
Gould ing,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Grenfell.  William  Henry 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churcnill 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG.(Mid'x 
Hanbuiy,Rt.  Hon.  RobertWm. 
Hardy,Laurenoe  ( Kent  Ashf ord 
Hare,  Thomas  Lei^h 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,ArthurHoward(  Uanlay 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-  Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Higgin bottom,  S.  W. 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,J.F.(Sheffivld,Bright9ide 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hozier,Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Je8sel,CaptainHerbett  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kno^A'les,  Lees 

Lawrence, Wm.  F.C.  (Liverpool 
LawBoo,  John  Grant 
Lecky.Rt.  Hon.  William  Ed.H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 
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Leim,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh  Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Leveeon-Gvower,FrederickN.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.Col.  A.  K. 
Luder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  lit.  H  n.  Walter(Briatol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  FraneiB  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  ( Portsmouth 
Maedona,  John  Cumming 
Maronochie,  A.  W. 
M*Calmont,Col.H  L.B(Cambe. 
M'l  ver,Sir  Lewi8(  Edinburc  h  W 
y*Killop,Jaraes  (Stirlingshire) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Msloolm,  Ian 

Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,KtHnSirH.E(Wigt'n 
Middlemore^Jno.  Thr^gmorton 
midway,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  William 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Jasper  ( Shropshire) 
Mofgan,Hn  Fred.(Monm'th9h. 
Morrison,  James  Archiliald 
Morton^rthor  H.  A.  ( Deptford 
Mooni,  William  Arthur 
Mowhiiy,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 


{11  April  1902} 

Murray,RtHnA.Graham(Bate 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Mjers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr*Ewin(r^  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  \\  alter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Peon,  John 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Bryce-Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ra«ch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ratclitf,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock). 
Remnant,  James  Farqnharson 
Renwick,  George 
Rldle7,Hn.M.W.  (Sulvbridge 
Ritchie,Rt.  Un.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell  T.  W. 

Sackrilie,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B  (Isieof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Kdward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,Abel  H.  (Hertford,East) 
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Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W.  Brorawich) 
Stanley, Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Toralinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Vif^count 
Vincent,Col.SirCEH(Sheffield 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wason,John  Cathcart(  Orkney 
Welby,Lt.-CoL  ACE  (Taunton 
Wbitmore  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby.  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.  R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil8on.Todd.Wra.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  ( Bath 
Wolflf,  Gustov  WUhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Georjge 
Wyndham-Quio,  Major  >VTH. 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  Sir 
William  Walmond  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


Abraham,  WUlUm  (Cork.N.E. 

AUan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud 

Athten,  Thomas  Gair 

Atherl«y*Joneo,  L. 

Ansten/Sir  Jfhn 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell  Richard 

Bhiek,  Alexander  WillUm 

Blake,  Edward 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhorat,  Hearv 

Bryee,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Biuva,  John 

Csine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell.  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Caoston,  Richard  Knight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Oogan,  iJenls  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Euffene 

Davie*,  Allred  (Carmarthen) 

Danes,  M.  Vaughan- (Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

DUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

IhuiB,  Sir  William 

Edwardts  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

ETaaa,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farquhaieon,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Penroaeon,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

FttUer,  J.M-F. 


NOES. 

Fumes*,  Sir  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  Herb't  Jn. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hammond,  John 
Hannswoi-th,  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hay  ter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouse.C.E.H.  (Bristol, E.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jooes,i)'vid  Brjnmor(Swan8ea 
Jone^  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Lambert,  George 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joeeph 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lomth,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Govem,  T. 
M'Kean,  John 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mansfield,  Horace  Randall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mather,  William 
Moouey,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannciti,  Jo«epli  P. 


Nolan,  Joseph  (Lough,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien, Kendal  (Tipperary  M. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Sbee,  James  John 
Palmer, George  Wm.  (Reading) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Satfron  Walden) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Reid,Sir  KThreshie  (Dumfries 
Robert,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson.  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheelan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,  Rt  H  n  C.  R.  ( N  or  tnants 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Oirmarthen,  E. 
Thomas,Alfred  (Glamorgan,E. 
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Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr)  I  Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan    Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Thomas,F.  Freeman-  ( Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York.W.R.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Jn.Lawson  (Leeas,  S.) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 


Weir  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath.North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 


Tellers  for  the  Noes,. 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


(6.18.)     Question    put     accordingly,  I     The  House  divided : — Ayes,  199  ;  Noei,, 
*'That  the  words   *and    fourth*    stand    HO.    (Division  List  No.  101.) 
part  of  the  Question." 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwri^it,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Hagh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 


AYES. 

Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Geora;e  H. 
Fmlay,  Sir  Kobert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FiUCierald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Grardner,  Ernest 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy  |  Garfit,  William 
Bafley,  James  (Walworth)  Gibb6,Hn  A.G.H.(Cityof  Lon. 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert  '  Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander  |  Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Baldwin,  Alfred  Gordon,Hn J. E(Elgin &  Nairn) 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch*r    Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW(Leeds  ,  Gore,HnG.R.C.Orm8by-(Salop 
Banbury,  Frederick  Georee      1  Gore,Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  (Line.) 
Barrv,Sir  Francis  T.(  Windsor)  i  Gorst,  Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
B^rtley,  George  C.  T.  i  Groschen,  Hon. George  Joachim 

Biguold,  Arthur  |  Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 


Bigwood,  Jame8 
BUI,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  E<lward 


Lucas,Reginald  J.  ( Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Calmont,Col.H.L.B  (Caml» 
M  *I  ver,SirLewi8(  Edinburgh  W 
M^Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,RtHn8irH.E(Wigt'n 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Mildway,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  William 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.  (Monm*ths. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A(Deptford) 
Mount,  Wiliiam  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,RtHnA.Grabam(Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 


Gray,  truest  (West  Ham) 

Grenfell,  William  Henry 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Bowles,Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex  '  Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Bowle9,T.Gib8on  (King's  Lynn  |  Hamilton,RtHnLordG.(Mid'x 

Brotherton,  Edward  Allen        1  Hanbury,Rt.Hon. Robert  Wm.  i  O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Brymer,  William  Ernest  |  Hardy, Laurence( Kent Ashford  |  Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Botcher  John  CJeorge  j  Hare,  Thomas  Lei^h  Palmer,  Walter  (Salisburj') 

Campbell,RtHnJ.A.(Glasgow  \  Hams,  Frederick  Leverton         Parker,  Gilbert 
Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H.  i  Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer  Penn,  John 

Cautley,  Henry  Strother  ,  Hay,  Hon.  Claude  (Jeorge         ,  Piatt- Ili^gins,  Frederick 

Cavendish, V.C.W.(Devonshire    Heath,ArthurHoward(Hanley  I  Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor)    ,  Holder,  Augu^tus  ;  Pryoe- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Ed>vard 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)    Henderson,  Alexander  ,  Purvis,  Robert 

Chaml)erlain,J.Au8ten(  Worc'r    Hermon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter  '  Randies,  John  S. 


Chapman,  Edward  i  Higginbottom,  S.  W. 

Charring  ton,  Spencer  \  Hogg,  Lindsay 

ChorchUI,  Winston  Spencer  '  Hope,  J.  F.(Sheffi'd,  Brightside 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E.  |  Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Coddington,  Sir  William  Hozier,  Hn.  Jame^  Henry  C^il 


Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 


Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 


Corbett,.\.Camei  on  (Glasgow)    Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 

Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Knowles,  Lees 


Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 

Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Keid,  James  (Greenock) 

Remnant,  James  FarquliarsoD 

Ren  wick,  George 

Ridley,  Hn  M.  W.(SUlybridge 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Clias.  Thomson 

Rol)ertH,  Samuel  (Shettield) 

Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 


Corl)ett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 

Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge 

Cran  borne.  Lord 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 

Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton)  '  Lawson,  John  Grant 

Crossley,  Sir  SavUe  Lecky,Rt.Hn. WilliamEdw.  H. 

Denny,  Colonel  ,  Lees,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 

Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond        Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 

Dickson,  Charles  Scott  Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 

Dixon-HartlanH,  Sir  F.  Dixon    LevesonGower,Frederick  N.S.  |  Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,Ea8t) 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward     I  Lockwood,  Lt-Col.  A.  R.  i  Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-     Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine  .  Spear.  John  Ward 

Duke,  Henry  Edward  I  Long,Rt  Hn  Walter  (Bristol,S)  I  Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W.  Broni wick) 

Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin  I  Lonsdale,  John  Bro>vnlee  I  Stanley,Hn.  Arthur  (Oimskirk 

Dyke,Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart    Lowe,  Francis  William  '  Stanley,  lx)rd  (Lanes.) 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas  |  Lowther,  Rt.  Hn.  Jas.  (Kent)    Stewart,SirMarkT.M'Taggart 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward  .  Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman  Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M^ 

FergU8son,RtHnSir  J.(Manc'r  '  Lucas,  Col. Francis  (Lowestoft)    Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 


Laurence,  Joseph  (Monmouth)  ,  Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool)  t  Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 

Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Mylea 
Seely,Maj.  J.E.B(Isleof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
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Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToiuUnson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent, Col.  SirC.  E,  H(Sheffi'd 
Vincent,  Sir  Eilgar  (Exeter) 
Wason.Jno.Cathcart  (Orkney) 
^Velby ,  Lt.  Col.  A.C.  E(Taunt'^n 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

AlUo,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen,  Chaa.  P.(Gloac,Stroad) 

Anhtoo,  Thomas  Gair 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Barry,  E.  (C^rk,  S.) 

liavley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Kichard 

Black,  .Alexander  William 

BUke,  Edward 

Bri^rg,  John 

BroadhurMt,  Uenry 

Bryoe,  He.  don.  Jame» 

Bom^,  John 

C&ine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  Jamea 

Campliell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Campbell -Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Cau>ton,  Kichard  Knight 

C  banning,  Francis  Alls  ton 

Cogan,  J>eni8  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doofran,  P.  C. 

I>ouglaf>,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Dunn.  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elihank,  Master  of 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farquhar^on,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 

Gilhooly,  James 

G  ladstone,  Rt.  H  n.  Her  bertJ  no. 

(Hxldard,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  Corrie 

(vurdon.  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Richard  Burton 


Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  WTH. 
Younger,  William 


Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 

Willoughby  de  Ereeby,  Lord 

Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 

Wilson,  A.Stanley  (York,E.R. 

Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 

I  Wilfton.Todd,Wm.H.  (Vorks.)    Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  Sir 
I  Wodehouse,Rt  Hn. E.  R. (Bath)  ,  William  Walrond  and  Mr. 

1  W^olff,  Gustav  Wilhelm  I         Anstruther. 


NOES. 

Hammond,  John 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouse,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,  £.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  ( Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfrefl 
Jones,  Dav.  Bryomor  (Swansea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire 
Jordan.  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Lambert,  George 
Lapland- Bar ratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M*Crae,  George 
M'Govem,  T. 
M*Kean,  John 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mather,  William 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morton,  Edw.  J.C.  (Devonport 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Ix>uth,  Sonth) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
0*Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  T.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O' Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O' Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N. ) 


O'MaUey,  WlllUm 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shanghnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,George  W  m.  (Readingy 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  £.(W^aterford> 
Reid,  SirR.  Threshie  (Dumfries 
Rol^rts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,RtHn  C.  R.  (Northants 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E. 
Thomas,Altred  (Glamorgan,E. 
Thomas,  David  A  If.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,F.  Freeman-(Hasting8 
Thomson,  Y.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,Jno.Lawson(Leeas,S.  \ 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
W^hite,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,North> 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Telllers  for  the  Noe-s,  Sir 
Edwanl  Straehey  and  Mr. 
Warner. 


Amendment  proposed — 

**  After  line  1 1 ,  to  add  the  words—*  (e)  At  the 
Evening  SittingH  at  which  Government  Busi- 
neM<  has  not  precedence  Notices  of  Motion 
tdiall  have  precdence  of  the  Order*  of  the 
Day.'*'     {Mr.  Caldtrdl.) 

Question,  *'That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  After  the  wonls  la«t  added,  to  add  the  words 
— '(f)   At  all   Afternoon  SittingH  the  House 


\\i\\  first  proceed  with  Petitions,  Motions  for 
Unopposed  Returns,  and  Leave  of  A  bsence  to 
Memliers,  giving  Notices  of  Motions,  and 
Unopposed  Private  Business.'  " — (J/r.  Gibson 
Bowles. ) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(6.35.)  Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  rLynn 
Kegis),  in  moving  the  next  Amenament, 
said  it  would  be  observed  that  the  proposed 
Standing  Order  began  with  the  words — 
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"Unless  the  House  otherwise  direct.' 
He  thought  the  Rule  was  too  cast  iron, 
but  the  House  having  made  it,  he  wanted 
to  take  care  that  the  Government — ^he 
did  not  say  this  Government,  but  some 
Government — should  not  unexpectedly 
move  to  suspend  the  Standing  Order  and 
sweep  the  whole  thing  away,  or  direct 
otherwise  than  as  the  Standing  Order 
directed.  He  did  not  want  a  Motion  to 
be  sprung  upon  the  House  suspending 
the  whole  of  the  Standing  Order  or 
altering  a  portion  of  it.  He  was  quite 
prepared  to  accept  any  other  wording, 
and  if  there  was  any  good  reason  why 
the  addition  should  not  be  accepted,  he 
should  be  glad  to  hear  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*  *  After  the  words  last  added,  to  add  the  words 
— *  And  no  Motion  to  the  eft'ect  that  the  House 
shall  otherwise  direct  than  is  in  this  Order 
provided,  or  for  the  suspension  of  this  Order, 
sliall  be  moved,  unless  it  has  appeared  at  latest 
on  the  Notice  Paper  circulated  two  days  before 
that  to  which  it  applies.'  '* — (3/r.  Gibson  Botcles.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  added.  * 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  that  he 
could  not  accept  this  Amendment.  The 
hon.  Member  wished  two  days  notice  for 
any  relaxation  of  the  Eule.  He  did  not 
know  why  there  should  be  longer  notice 
for  the  relaxation  of  this  Rule  than  for  ! 
suspending  the  twelve  o'clock  Rule.  All ' 
Governments,  he  believed,  endeavoured 
to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  House  of 
Commons  so  far  as  they  could. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  thought  the  ! 
proposal  that  two  days  notice  should  be  " 
given  in  this  matter  was  a  very  moderate 
requirement.  ' 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  saw  no  t 
reason  why  two  days  notice  should  be  . 
given.  There  might  be  occasions  on  i 
which  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient  ] 
to  give  two  days  notice.  He  hoped  | 
that  his  hon.  friend  would  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNER- 
MAN :  Would  one  day's  notice  not  be 
sufficient  7 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  No,  Sir. 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 


Mr,  JAMES  LOWTHER  said  there 
had  been  in  the  past  great  uncertainty 
when  particular  items  of  business  would 
come  on,  and  he  understood  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  laid  great  stress 
on  the  necessity  for  removing  that 
uncertainty.  His  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  did  not  at  all 
wish  to  prevent  the  Government  from 
varying  the  Order;  he  merely  insisted 
upon  reasonable  notice.  He  did  not  know 
\i^ether  his  hon.  friend  would  divide  the 
House,  but  he  had  done  a  great  8er\'ice 
in  calling  attention  to  this  matter. 

(6.43).  Sir  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries 
Burghs)  said  this  Rule  was  one  which 
largely  interfered  with  the  rights  of  private 
Members.  It  was  reasonable,  with  regard 
to  such  of  those  rights  as  were  left,  to  ask 
for  some  security  that  they  would  not  be 
taken  away.  The  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn,  modest  and  unassuming  as 
he  always  was,  merely  wished  reasonable 
notice  of  what  the  Government  intended 
to  do.  He  could  not  understand  why  in 
little  things  of  this  sort  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  disposed  to  be 
obdurate  in  a  degree  which  was  scarcely 
warranted. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  that  the 
observation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  quite  uncalled  for,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  discussion  would  not  be  con- 
tinued much  longer.  He  was  convinced 
that  he  was  appealing  in  this  case  to  the 
general  convenience  of  the  House. 

Mr.  swift  .\UCNEILL  said  he 
hoped  that  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  would  force  his  Motion  to  a 
division,  if  only  for  the  one  reason  that 
it  would  teach  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  that  he  was  the  servant,  and 
not  the  master,  of  the  House.  He  main- 
tained that  the  Notice  Paper  had  hitherto 
not  been  considered  part  and  parcel  of 
Parliamentary  procedure,  but  the  effect 
of  the  Motion  under  discussion  would 
be  to  make  it  so. 

Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire, 
N.)  said  that  if  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  would  only  look  at  this  question 
from  the  private  Member's  point  of  view, 
he  would  see  that  there  was  much  more 
in  it  than  he  apparently  imagined.  Sup- 
pose that  he  were  fortunate  enough  to 
win   a  first   place  in   the   ballot    For    a 
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Wednesday  morning  sitting.  Now  a 
Member  must  devote  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  to  get  up  his  subject 
— say  the  previous  ^londay  and  Tuesday 
—  and  he  maintained  that  they  ought  to 
have  reasonable  warning  that  they  need 
not  waste  their  time  if  the  Government ! 
were  going  to  take  that  Wednesday.  j 

Miu  JOSEPH  A.  PEASE  said  that  there 
might  be  an  arbitrary  Government  in 
power,  which  might  wish  to  prevent  a  dis- 
cussion on  some  great  question  affecting,  ' 
say,  the  trade  of  the  country ;  and  it  was 
onlv  reasonable  that  Members  should 
have  notice  that  the  Government  were 
going  to  deprive  them  of  their  day. 

Mr.    GEORGE  WHITELEY    (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Pudsey)  said  he  supported 
the  Amendment  if   for  no  other  reason  | 
than  that  it  would  be  a  very  good  train- 
ing   for    the    Government  Departments 
to    look  two  days  ahead,  which  was  a  | 
faculty   that   seemed  to  be    at    present  i 
dormant.     If  they  could  only  look  two 
davs  ahead  there  would  be  a  wonderful 
awakening  and  smartening  of  the  busi- 1 
ness  of  the  House,  and  he  was  sure  that  i 
the   First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  would  i 
find  it  a  very  great  convenience  to  him- 
self and  to  the  efficiency  of  the  House  in 
getting  on  with  its  business. 

(7.0.)  Mr.  LODER  (Brighton)  said  he 
was  not  sure  that  it  was  possible  for  the 
Government  to  alter  the  Standing  Order 
without  notice.  If  that  were  so,  this 
Amendment  was  not  necessary,  but  he 
thought  the  House  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected by  some  provision  of  this  kind. 
At  the  same  time  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  l^nn  requiring 
two  days  was  too  much.  JBut  inasmuch 
MS  Ministers  had  to  give  notice  of  their 
intention  to  suspend  the  Twelve  o'clock 
RuJe,  they  ought  also  to  have  to  give 
notice  with  regard  to  this  Rule. 

Mr.     POWER    (Waterford,    E.)    ex- 

Sessed  the  opinion  that  as  private 
embers  of  the  House  had  surrendered 
most  of  their  privileges,  thr  fo  v  remain- 
ing to  them  should  be  pn>i>crly  safe- 
guarded, and  that,  if  those  few  remain- 
ing privileges  were  to  be  taken  away, 
they  should  only  be  taken  away  after 
due  notice.  If  the  first  Lord  of  the 
Treasury    applied    the    argument   that 


notice  should  be  given  as  to  the  work 
the  House  was  to  do  on  particular  days 
to  this  case,  he  would  find  that  the 
Amendment  was  a  most  reasonable  one. 
But  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had 
been  instrumental  in  depriving  the 
House  of  its  privileges,  and  so  far  as  he 
could  see,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
no  inclination  to  give  the  House  any 
assurance  that  their  few  remaining 
rights  and  privileges  should  be  safe- 
guarded and  preserved. 

♦Mr.  BLAKE  (Longford,  S.)  asked 
whether,  in  the  event  of  the  Amendment 
not  passing,  the  House  would  be  entitled 
to  the  ordinary  one  day's  notice. 

♦Mr.  speaker  said  that  would  he 
so.  Notice  might  be  given  on  a  Monday, 
and  it  would  appear  in  the  Paper  on 
Tuesday  morning,  and  the  Motion  made 
on  the  Tuesday. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  pointed  out 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Standing 
Orders  which  required  notice  to  be  given, 
and  that  the  decisions  given  by  Mr. 
Speaker  with  regard  to  notice  would  be 
based  on  the  traditions  of  the  House. 

♦Mr.  speaker  said  it  was  the  well- 
established  immemorial  practice  to  give 
notice  of  such  Motions. 

♦Mr.  BLAKE  said  he  assumed  that  it 
would  be  necessary,  and  in  that  case  the 
House  was  entitled  to  what  might  be  called 
the  ordinary  one  day's  notice.  He 
thought  it  was  not  an  unreasonable 
thing  that  there  should  be  a  somewhat 
longer  notice.  This  was  a  part  of  the 
new  scheme  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  giving  greater  certainty  and  security 
to  hon.  Members  with  regard  to  the 
order  of  the  business  with  which  they 
would  be  called  upon  to  deal.  Such 
notice  as  this  Rule  gave  was  notice  only 
as  from  the  mornmg,  and  that  only  to 
those  Members  who  received  their  papers 
at  their  own  houses,  which  certainly  did 
not  leave  the  House  much  security.  He 
recognised  the  view  which  the  First  Lord 
had  rather  adumbrated  than  stated,  that 
there  might  be  occasion  on  which  so 
short  a  notice  was  all  that  could  be 
given  without  great  inconvenience,  such 
as,  for  instance,  the  illness  of  a  Minister 
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in  charge  of  a  measure.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  would  suggest  the 
Amendment  to  the  Amendment  now 
before  the  House  by  adding,  after  the 
words,  "  notice  paper  "  the  words  "  unless 
in  case  of  sudden  emergency,"  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  preserving  the 


power  of  the  Grovemment  to  act  on  shorter 
notice  when  it  must. 

(7.8.)    Question  put. 

The     House    divided  :  —  Ayes,     1 29  ; 
Noes,  187.     (Division  List  No.  102). 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E.) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen,  CharlesP.  (Glouc. , Stroud 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  Edward 

Bolton,  Thomas  DoUins 

Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 

Brigff,  John 

BrMShurst,  Henry 

.Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Bums,  John 

Caine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean.  Eugene 

Davies,  Altred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Denny,  Colonel 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fen  wick.  Charles 

Ffrencb,  Peter 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gurion,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Richard  Burden 


AYES. 

Hammond,  John 
'  Harmswortb,  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hajnie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouse,C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  David  Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kinloch,SirJohn(»eorge  Smyth 
Lambert,  George 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lloyd-Cieorge,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowther,  Rt ,  Hon.  James  (Kent 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ciovem,  T. 
M'Kean,  John 
M'Lareu,  C^harles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morton,  Edw.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary.  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 


0|Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'  Kelly  ,James(  Roscommon,  N. 
O'Malley,  WilUam 
O'Mara,  Janiob 
O'Sbaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,  George  Wm.  (Reading) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease.  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 
Reid,Sir  R.  Threshie  (Dumfries) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  (i. 
Sinclair.  John  (Forfarshire) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,£. ) 
Thoma8,DavidAlfred(  Merthyr) 
Walton,  John  Lawson(  Leeds,  S. 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan) 
Weir,  James  (^alloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  and 
Mr.  M'Kenna. 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfoor,  Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  (Manch'r 

J/r.  Blake, 
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Balfour,Rt.Hn.GeraldW(Leed8 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry,  Sir  Francis T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold  ,^rt  h  ur 
Bin,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  (ieorge 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 


Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charies  Willian 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen ( Wore' r 
Chapman.  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jewse 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  ((Glasgow) 
Corl)ett,  T.  L  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  Lord 
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Cripp6,  Charles  Alfred 
Croat,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
l>ewar,T.Ri.(T'rH  mUu,8.G«o. 
Diokinaoo.  Robert  Esmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon-HartlandfSir  Fred  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
]>ouglaB,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
I>vke,Rt  Hon.SirWilliamHart 
£Uiot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferffnsaon,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  ( MancV 
Fieuien,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Fioch,  f  Jeorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Forater,  Henry  William 
<«ardner,  Ernest 
t;«rfit,  William 
4;ibhfl,Hn.A.G.H(CityofIx)nd. 
<;ibbe.  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
4  kKiM>o,Sir  Angustiis  Frederick 
4  ;ordoD.Hn.  J.  E.(  Elgin  &  Nairn) 
4WfPilon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
t  k>re.  Hn  (;.  R.  C.  Ormsby -( Salop 
<;ore,Hon.  S.  F.  Orm8by-(Linc.) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
4;4««chen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
<*oalding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (W^est  Ham) 
i  Irecn,  W^alfonl  D  ( Wednesbury 
4;aest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
4iiiiiter,  Sir  Robert 
Habey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG.(Midd'x 
Hanbunr,  Rt.  Hon,  Robert  Wm. 
Hardy,  Lam^nce(Kent  J  Ashford 
>{are,  Thomas  Leigh 
HATxis,  Frederick  Leverton 
Raslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  (ieorge 
Heath^rthurHoward(  Hanley ) 
Holder,  Augustus 
Headeraon,  Alexander 
Hennon- Hodge,  Robert  Trotter 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
H'fgg,  Lindsay 
Hope,  J.F.  (Sheffield,BrighUide 


{11  Aprh.  1902} 

Houldaworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  (George  Bickersteth 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky ,  R  t.  Hn.  William  Edw.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  (lerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Bristol, S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Maodona,  John  Cumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Iver,SirLewls(EdinburchW 
M^Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,RtHnSirH.E(Wigt'n 
Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  William 
Montagu, Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants. ) 
Moon,  Ei<lward  Robert  Pacv 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  if.) 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  ( Shropshire) 
Morgan,DavidJ.(Waltham8tow 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fred.(Monm'th8h. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray, RtHn  A.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donal  Ninian 
Orr-E>ving,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Piatt- Higgina,  Frederick 
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Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 

Purvis,  Robert 

Randies,  John  S. 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Camo 

RatcUflF,  R.  F. 

Reid,  James  (Greenock) 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 

Ren  wick,  George 

Ridley , Hon.  M.  W.  (Staly  bridge 

Ritchie,Rt.  Hon.  Cha^.Thomson 

Ropner,  (>>lonel  Robert 

Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 

Semdys,  Lieut.  -Col.  Thos.  Myles 

Scely,Maj.J.E.B.(l8leof  Wight 

:  Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. ) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W.  Bromwich) 

I  Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 

I  Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  MTaggart 

;  Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 

!  Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 

I  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Col.SirC.E.  H(Sheffield 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 

!  Wason, John Cathcart  (Orkney) 
W^elby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E(Taunton 

I  Whitmore,  CJharles  Algernon 

,  Willoughby  de  Ereaby,  Lord 

j  W^illox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wil8on,A.Stanley(York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  ( Yorks) 
Wodehou8e,Rt.  Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolflf,  (iustav  Wilh^lm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Younger,  William 


Tellers  for  the  Xoes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Main  Question,  as  amended,  pro- 
posed. 

(7.25.)  Sir  ROBERT  REID  said 
that,  as  the  Resolution  which  had  now 
U*en  put  from  the  Chair  would  in  a 
very  short  time  be  added  to  the 
Rules  of  the  House,  he  would  like 
t*)  make  a  few  observations  upon  it. 
He  had  taken  no  part  at  any  time 
in  the  numerous  wails  of  lamentation 
which  had  been  raised,  not  without 
reaaon,  he  thought,  by  private  Members 
upon  the  question  of  tneir  time  being 
taken  away,  and  the  position  of  extreme 
impotence  to  which  they  had  been  re- 
duced ;  but  he  had  watched  the  thing  go 
forward,   and   since  the    time   when   he 


first  entered  the  House  great  changes 
had  taken  place.  Then  private  Members 
had  two  ckys  a  week  for  Motions  and 
the  whole  of  Wednesday,  and  if  he  was 
not  mistaken,  whenever  the  Government 
attempted  to  take  away,  even  at  a  belated 
period  of  the  sesnion,  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  time  of  the  House,  it 
always  accompanied  its  suggestion  with 
something  like  a  pledge.  In  1880  that 
tradition  was  strong  in  the  House. 
It  was  not  a  mere  ministerial  chamber, 
as  was  at  present  the  case,  but  it  was 
a  place  in  which  the  minority  were  en 
titled  to  a  hearing.  It  was  not  considered 
then,  even  in  the  official  view,  that  the 
constituencies  represented  by  250  Mem- 
bers were  of  no  account  as  a  legislative 
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body.  The  life  and  occupation  in  this  j  importance,  and  then  towards  the  end 
House  of  private  Members  had  been  of  the  session  to  make  the  humiliating 
changed.  In  these  latter  days  nothing  '  confession  that  they  had  not  time  to 
could  be  done  by  them  except  to  vote  or  \  carry  them  into  effect, 
to  take  part  in  demonstrations  inside  the  ^he  House  were  now  discussing  a 
House,  or  (KX^ionaHy  to  take  nart  m  i  j^^,     ^^^    ^  ^^  ^^^^^  undoubt^y 

debates  agamst  the  Government,  because ,  larcelv     to      curtail     the     rights 

if  they  took  part  in  support  they  were  !       ,         ^.^    ...  r     «:     *     \ir      i&.  « 

apt  to  suffer  g^eat  discoui^ement^  The  "^^  opportumti^  of  private  Members, 
change  which  was  about  to  be  made  now  ;  ^^^  trutnpery  httle  economies  of  time 
would  set  the  final  seal  of  humiliation  M^.^^^^  ^'^^  ^^^^«  "^^.^^^  t  ''''*I5^'  ?^ 
uponprivate Members.  Certain  figures  had  ,  ^'^"^^  .^^  Pf*^^^  Members  could  not  be 
been  given,  extending  over  a  number  of  resuscitated  as  long  a^  the  House 
years,  showing  the  number  of  days  taken  ,  feniamed  charged  with  all  the  duties  it 
by  private  Members  and  the  time  which  ^^  ^^^^en  upon  itself  The  reasonmg 
had  been  taken  by  the  Government,  oi  ^^^  Firs^  Lord  had  carried  him  a 
But  there  were  certain  other  figures  '  great  deal  farther  than  he  wished  to  go. 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  ^^  ^^^^  to  this — that  the  House  of 
The  number  of  hours  left  to  the  Govern-  Commons  as  a  legislative  machine,  so 
ment,  although  they  took— and  he  fully  far  as  private  Members  were  concerned, 
acknowledged  they  were  bound  to  do  I  had  actually  broken  down,  and  that  so 
so,  if  they  meant  to  go  on  with  Govern-  j  far  as  Government  business  was 
ment  business — more  and  more  time  |  concerned  it  had  largely  broken  down, 
from  the  private  Member,  was  276  i  The  more  the  House  realised  how 
hours,  or  about  six  weeks  in  the  \  complicated  and  difiicult  were  tho 
whole  course  of  the  session.  The  Govern- 1  immense  problems  with  which  they  had 
ment  themselves  had  not  sufficient  time  i  to  deal,  how  much  time  and  care  they 
for  debating  and  transacting  the  business  '  required,  and  how  much  mischief  might 
of  the  House.  They  had  practically  ex-  arise  from  the  mistakes  made  by  the 
tinguished  the  private  Member,  and  they  House,  the  more  they  must  realise  that 
had  now  come  to  the  point  at  which  the  the  instrument  they  had  to  use  was. 
iron  pot,  having  crushed  the  earthen  |  ineffective  for  the  purpose.  It  answered 
vessel,  was  finding  itself  in  a  similar  j  the  purpose  of  our  forefathers,  but  it 
difficulty.  He  would  not  mind  the  time  !  ^^s  not  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the 
for  debate  being  shortened  if  it  merely  |  present  time.  That  state  of  things 
meant  putting  an  end  to  useless  talk  and  .  ^^uld  not  be  altered  by  any  Rules  of 
obstruction,  for  which  he  had  no  inclina-  Procedure.  He  was  not  leading  up  to 
tionort^te.  But  business  was  scamped,  ^^e  Irish  question;  the  Irish  question 
and  the  House  was  often  unable  to  hear  the    j^j         ^  j^^^y     I^  j  ^  England, 

valuable  views  of  gentlemen  on  the  other    ^„:i.^  ««  ,«„«i,  „«  \^  ^^^r,A  ^^  ^Z^<.r^A 


side  who,  from  loyalty  to  the  Gk>vemment, 
did  not  take  part  in  debates.  In 
addition  to  that,  many  questions  were 
not  taken  up  in  the  House — questions 
which  the  Government  would  be 
wi  ling  to  take  up,  which  they  placed 
year  after  year  in  the  King's  Speech, 
and,  no  doubt  sincerely,  declared  to  be 
of  great  importance  to  the  vital  interests 


quite  as  much  as  in  regard  to  Ireland, 
it  was  impossible,  in  the  House  of 
Commons  alone,  for  Members  to  do 
anything  effective  to  redeem  the  pledges 
made  to  their  constituents.  That 
tended  to  create  a  certain  amount  of 
insincerity  when  Members  went  to  their 
constitutents,  because,  when  they  were 
asked    about  certain    proposals  it  was 


ox  grtja.  impuiw.ac«   u.  .uc  viv^  xui^ic»«  ^jgj^^,^  ^  .^  ^^   impossible  to 

of  the  country  Moreover,  controversial  ^J^  ^^^^  \irdi\.^  House  Iwognised 
Government  business,  as  weU  as  the  ^^^  i^jfference  between  business  wWch  it 
private     Member,     was    practicaUy    ex- ;  ^^^^    ^^j    ^^^   ^   ^^^^^     ^^^^^  ^^^ 


tinguished.  It  was  impossible  to  get 
through  the  House  a  long  measure  of 
any  kind  unless  it  was  uncontroversial, 
or  if  more  than  six  or  eight   Members 


business  which  could  not  be  del^ated 
and  confined  itself  solely  to  the  latter, 
it  would  never  again  become  the  power- 
ful engine  of  the  State  that  it  used  to  be. 


opposed    it.      The     Government  were  [  xhat  was  the  real   moral  of  the  figures 

obliged  constantly   to  repeat   the  same    given  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 

proposals,     with    assurances    of  their    The  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  Eobert  Reid, 


65 


New  Procedure 


(11  April  1902} 


Bides. 


66 


would  be  historic,  because,  although  not 
deaigned  for  the  purpose,  it  was  an 
explicit  admission  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  that  the  House  was  *  not 
competent  to  discharge,  not  merely  the 
private  business  of  private  Members, 
but  the  puUic  business  of  the  Govern- 
ment.       ^ 

(7.40.)  Mb,  BROADHUEST  could 
not  refrain  from  taking  the  opportunity 
to  enter  his  protest  acainst  this 
new  Standing  Order.  It  marked  a  serious 
parting  of  the  ways  in  Parliamentary  life, 
ireedom,  and  efficiency.  For  two  months 
the  Rules  had  been  under  discussion,  and 
the  proposal  now  being  considered  was 
most  destructive  as  against  the  liberty  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  oppor- 
tunities of  private  Members  would  be 
almost  niL  The  Labour  Party  had  been 
endeavouring  for  some  time  to  secure 
opportunities  for  bringing  forward 
Motions   connected    with     the     Labour 


movement,  but  even  with  the  liberties 
hitherto  enjoyed  the  chances  had  been 
very  few.  All  through  the  session  they 
had  been  trying  to  bring  forward  Motions 
of  the  utmost  importance,  concerning  the 
very  existence  of  trade  combinations,  the 
safety  of  their  fimds,  and  the  protection 
of  the  aged,  the  widows,  and  the  orphans 
dependent  upon  those  funds,*but  they  were 
absolutely  powerless.  They  were  rapidly 
approaching  the  time  when  the  "  Mother 
of  Parliaments  "  would  be  a  mere  machine. 
It  was  already  regarded  as  an  offence  to 
criticise  the  Government. 

(7.43.)  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in 
his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 


The  House  divided :— Ayes,  160  ;Noes^ 
104.     (Division  List  No.  103.) 


AeUiid-Hood,Capt.SirAlex.  F. 
Agg-€raidner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Arehdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-rorBter,  Hugh  O. 
ArroU  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Baan,  Colonel  James  Robert 
BaUour.Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Balfoor3tHnGeraldW.(LeedB 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
BarT7,Sir  FrancisT.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bhownagffree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bamc^d,  Arthur 
Bi&7  Charles 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Biookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
BroiherUm,  Edward  Allen 
Boll,  William  James 
CaxMO,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cantler,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
CaTeDdish,y.C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayier*  Sir  Charles  William 
Ceeily  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
CoqU,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cbambeilain,J.Austen(Wore'r 
Chaplain,  Rt.  Hon«  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington^  Spencer 
CoOiBgs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Gla8gow) 
Corbeit,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Crmabofne,  Vitoount 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
r,T.R.(TrH'mletB,S.  Gea 


AYES. 

Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
DougGts,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke.Rt  Hon.SirWUliamHart 
Fellowe«,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergu88on,RtHn.  SirJ.  (Manc'r 
Fieulen,  Edward  Brocklehnrst 
Finch,  Geortre  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGeraldfSirRobertPenrose- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  WUliam 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond. 
GibliB,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
(^odAon,SirAu^i8tn8Frederick 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  £.  (Elgin&Naim 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gore,HnG.  RC.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.0rm8bv-(Linc.) 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goflchen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goolding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Waif ordD.  ( W'dneebury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Camb6. ) 
Guest,  Hon.  iVor  Churohill 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hanbunr,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wra. 
HardjXanrence(Kent,Ashf'rd 
Hams,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,Arthur  Howard(  Hanley 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hendenon,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge^^btttTrotter 


Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,  J .  F.  (Sheitield,Brightside 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  George  Blckersteth 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Jo6eph(Monmouth) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leyeson-€rower,FrederickN.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Wal  ter(Bn8tol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.Francls(LoweBtott) 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.  (Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M*Iver,SlrLewis(EdinburffhW 
M'Killop,  James(Stirlingsnire> 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

MiddlemorOjJ'hnThrogmorton 
Mitchell.  WUliam 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.Ja8per(Shropehire> 
Moi^gan,  David  J(WMthamstow 
Morgan,Hn.  Fied.  (Monm'thsh. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Artnur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,RtHn  A.  Graham(Bute 
Murray^l.  Wyndham(Bath) 
Mjers,  William  Henry 
Niool,  Donald  Ninian 
Oir-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pahner,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
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Parker,  Gilbert 

Peon,  John 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 

Pryce-Jimes,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 

Purvis,  Robert 

Randies,  John  S. 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Car«e 

Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Reid,  James  (Greenock) 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 

Renwick,  George 

Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridge 

Ritchie,RtHon.  Chas.  Thomson 


{COMMONS} 

Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
SandySfLieut.  •  Col.  Thoe.  My  lee 
Seely,Maj.  J.  £.  B.  ( IsleefW^ht 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford, Eaet) 
Smith,  JamesParker(Lanarks. ) 
Spear,  J  oho  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling- Max  well,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chichester) 
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Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wason«JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
WUlox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Gh  sgow) 
Wodehonse,  Rt.  HnlE.  R.  (Bath 
Wolff.  Guatav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  WiUiam  Wahrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William(Cork  ,N.  E. ) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen,CharlesP,(Glouc.,Stroud 

Atherley-Jone*«,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John 

T^rry,  E.  (Cork  S.) 

IJayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Klack,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  Edward 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Bums,  John 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fiimess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hammond,  John 


NOES. 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.Charle8Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol.E.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  William  (C'marvonshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kin  loch ,  Sir  JohnGeorgeSmy  th 
Laylsnd-Barratt,  Francis 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lrngh,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDunnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M*Govem,  T. 
M'Kean,  John 
M*Kenna,  Reginald 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 


O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O' Kelly,  James(Ro6common,N 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Sbaughnessy,  P.  J, 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saflron  Walden) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy.  M. 

Redmond,  JohnE.  ( Waterford) 
Reid ,  Sir  R.  Thre8hie(  Dumfries) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  Da  vid  Alfred  (Merthyr 
WaHon,  Eugene(  Clackmannan) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaicer,  Thomas  Palmer 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs — 
Mr.  Broadhurst  and  Mr. 
Channing. 


(7.53.)    Main   question,  as  alnended,  |      The  House  divided: — Ayes,  160;  Noes, 
put  accordingly.  ]  101.    (Division  List  No.  104.) 


Acland.Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Arcbdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  O)lonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.  A.J.(Manch'r) 
BaHour,RtHnGeraldW.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  Ceorge 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.(Windsor) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 


AYES. 

Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 

Bignold,  Arthur 

Bm,  Charles 

Blundell,  O)lonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Brookheld,  Colonel  Montagu 

Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 

BuU,  William  James 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

Cautley,  Henry  Strother 

Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanos.) 

Cavendi8h,V.C.W.(D'rbyshire) 

Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  WilUam 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 


Ocil,  Lord  Huffh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain ,  J .  Austen  ( WoroV) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Crauborne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Dewar,T.R.(rrHmlets,S.Geo. 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  C^harles  Scott 
Dorington,  Sir  John  E^dward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
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Damins- Lawrence,  Sir  Eklwiii 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Dooglas 
Fellowet,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
FerguMoa,  Rt.Hn.HirJ.  (Mano'r 
Fie  Men.  Edward  Brooklenurst 
Finch,  (ieorge  H. 
Fiulay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fi»her,  William  Hayes 
Fitz<  terald.Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
(iardner,  Ernest 
liariit,  W^illiam 

<;ibb8,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond. 
(;ibb«,  Hon.Vicary(St.  Albans) 
( t(M]«4>n,Sir  Augustas  Frederick 
(funlon,  Hn.J.£.(Elgin&Nairn) 
^iordtm,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
iiore,Hn-(;.  R.C.Ormsby- (Salop 
(i«»n?,  Hon.  S.F.Ormsby-(Linc.) 
<l«»n,t,  Rt  Hon,  Sir  John  Eldon 
<«<v$<-hen,  Hon.  (teorge  Joachim 
(tuulding,  Edward  Alfred 
(iray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 

<  i  rceo,  VValf ordD.  ( W^ednesbury 

<  J  rttne,  W.  Raymond-  (C^mbs. ) 
tiar-^i,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
H*1m'V,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hwiniton,RtHnLordG.(Midd'x 
HAobury,  RuHon.  Robert Wm. 
Hardy,  Ijaarence(  Kent  ,Ashford 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hju*lt*tt.  Sir  James  Horner 
Hsy,  Hon.  Claude  (ieorge 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard(Hanley) 
Hel'iiT,  AuguHtus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermoii- Hodge,  Robert  Trotter 
Hiiafin*K>ttom,  S.  W. 

H«>K^',  Lindsay 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 


{11  April  1902} 

Houldaworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  Georse  Bickersteth 
Johnston,  WiUiam  (Belfast) 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Levesou-Gower,  FrederickN.S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.  Rt.Hn.  Walter(Bristol,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Co\.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M  *Iver,Sir  Lewi8(  EdinburghW 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Maiendic,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Middlemore,JaiinThrogmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  W^iUiam 
Moore,  W^illiam  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Robt.Ja$per(  Shropshire) 
Morgan,  David  J.(  Walthamstow 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fred.  ( Monm'thsh. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Dcptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  KtHn.A.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewine,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Gilbert 
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Penn,  John 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  d^me 
RatcliflF,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridge 
Ri  tcfale,  R  t.  Hon .  Chas.  lliomson 
Ropner,  (Jolonel  Robert 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seely,Ma  j.  J.  E.  B.  (IsleofWight) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  1\ 
Smith,  AbelH.(Hertford,Ea«t) 
Smith,  James  Parker(Lanarks. ) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.M'Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wason.John  Cathcart(Orkney) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  W^ilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 


Tellers  for  tue  Ayes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


jVbr&ham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Allan,  WiUiam  (Gat«shead) 

Allen.CharleaP.  (Glouc.,Stroud) 

A*\u  r  ley -clones,  L. 

.\u>tm.  Sir  John 

B*nv,  E.  (Cork.  S.) 

Bell.  Richard 

Blark,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  Edward 

B'lUon,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brivj;,  John 

Bryrt,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

<'iLUell,  James 

C*nipl»cll,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

<'Amj>l»el!*Harmerman,  Sir  H. 

( aiut'Hi.  Richard  Knight 

Channing.  Francis  Allston 

0»gnn,  Denis  J. 

('  mdon,  Thf)mas  Joseph 

CreaiL  l*Aigene 

IUv]«.  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

DeUnv.  William 

iHlke'  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Drjnelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan.  P.  C. 

Elibank,  Master  of 

F«n^ohAi^»on,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenifcick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flynn,  Jame^  Christopher 

Fameas,  Sir  Christopher 


NOES. 

Gilhooly,  James 

(ioddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
I  Hammond,  John 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Scale- 

Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Jameson.  Major  J.  Eustace 
I  Jones, W^illiam(Camarvonshire) 
•  Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kinloch,Sir  John  George  Smyth 

Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis 

Loagh,  Thomas 

Lundtm,  W\ 

MacDonnelL,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacXeill,  John  (4ordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M 'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 

M*Crae,  (ieorge 

M*Govem,  T. 

M'Kean,  John 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

Mansfield,  Honice  Rendall 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Moonov,  John  J. 

Murphy,  .lohn 

Nannetti,  Jost'ph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Unitl',  South) 

C2 


Norton,  Captain  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary^  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'  Kel  ly ,  James(  R<  >8common,  N. ) 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Wat<»rford) 
Reid,  Sir  R.  Threshie  ( Dumfries) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (EiHon) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dimdee) 
Roche,  John 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
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Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,David  Alfred(Merthyr) 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 


{COMMONS} 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wbittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
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Tellebs  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Broadhurst  and  Mr. 
Charles  Hobhouse. 


The  new  Standing  Order  (Priority  of 
Business),  as  finally  adopted,  is  as 
follows : — 

That,  unless  the  House  otherwise  dived — 

(a)  Government  Business  shall  have 
precedence  at  every  Sitting  except 
tJie  Evening  Sittings  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday^  and  the  Sitting  on 
Friday, 

(b)  At  the  Evening  Sittings  of  Tuesday 

and  JFedrtesday  notices  of  Motion 
and  Public  BUls,  other  than 
Govemmeni  Bills,  shall  have  pre- 
cedence  of  Government  Business, 

(c)  After  Easter  Government  Business 

shall  have  precedence  at  the  Evening 
Sittings  of  Tuesday. 

(d)  After  fVhitsuntide,  until  Michael- 

mas, Government  Bttsiness  shall 
Jiave  precedence  ai  all  Evening 
Sittings,  and  at  all  Friday  Sittings 
except  the  Sittings  on  the  third  and 
fourth  Fridays  after  JVhit  Sunday, 

{e)  At  the  Evening  Sittings  at  which 
Government  Business  has  not  pre- 
cedence Notices  of  Motion  shall 
have  precedence  of  the  Orders  of 
the  Day, 

(f)  At  all  Afternoon  Sittings  the  House 
unll  first  proceed  with  Petitions, 
Motions  JOT  unopposed  Returns, 
and  Leave  of  Absence  to  Members, 
giving  Notices  of  Motions,  and 
Unopposed  Private  Business,^^ 

NEW     STANDING    ORDER    (BUSINESS 

IN  SUPPLY). 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

**  As  soon  as  the  Committee  of  Supply 
has  been  appointed  and  Esimates  have 
been  presented,  the  business  of  Supply 
ahaU,  until  disposed  of,  be  the  first  order 
of  the  day  on  Thursday,  unless  the 
House  otherwise  order  on  the  Motion  of 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at  the 
commencement  of  public  business,  to  be 
decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate. 

"Not  more  than  twenty  days,  being 
days  before  the  5th  of  August,  shall  be 
allotted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
annual  Estimates  for  the  Army,  Navy, 
and  Civil  Services,  including  Votes  on 
Account.    The   days  allotted   shall   not 


include  any  day  on  which  the  Question' 
has  to  be  put  that  the  Speaker  do  leave- 
the  Chair,  or  any  day  on  which  the- 
business  of  Supply  does  not  stand  as 
first  Order. 

**  Provided  that  the  days  occupied  by 
the  consideration  of  Estimates  supple- 
mentary to  those  of  a  previous  session* 
or  of  any  Vote  of  Credit,  or  of  Votes  for 
Supplementary  or  Additional  Estimates- 
presented  by  the  Government  for  War 
Expenditure,  shall  not  be '  included  in. 
the  computation  of  the  twenty  days 
aforesaid. 

"  Provided  also  that  on  Motion  made 
after  Notice  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or 
Debat),  additional  time,  not  exceeding 
three  days,  may  be  allotted  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  either  before  or  after 
the  5th  of  August. 

"  On  a  day  so  allotted,  no  business  other 
than  business  of  Supply  shall,  except  on- 
the  last  two  of  the  allotted  days,  betaken 
before  midnight  unless  it  is  unopposed, 
and  no  business  in  Committee  or  pro- 
ceedings on  Report  of  Supply  shall  be 
I  taken  after  midnight,  whether  a  general 
I  Order  for^  the  suspension  of  the  Twelve 
I  o'clock  Rule  is  in  force  or  not,  unless 
the  House  otherwise  order  on  the  Motion 
of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at 
the  commencement  of  Public  Business,, 
to  be  decided  without   Amendment  or 
Debate. 

"  Of  the  days  so  allotted,  not  more  than 
one  day  in  Committee  shall  be  allotted  to  • 
any  Vote  on  Account,  and  not  more  than 
one  Sitting  to  the  Report  of  that  Vote. 
At  midnight  on  the  close  of  the  day  on 
which  the  Committee  on  that  Vote  is 
taken,  and  at  the  close  of  the  Sitting  on 
which  the  Report  of  that  Vote  is  taken, 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  or  the 
Speaker,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  forth- 
with put  every  Question  necessary  to 
dispose  of  the  Vote  or  the  Report. 

"  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  day  but 
one  of  the  days  so  allotted,  the  Chairman 
shall  forthwith  put  everv  Question  neces- 
sary to  dispose  of  the  Vote  then  under 
consideration,  and  shall   then  forthwith 
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put  the  Question  with  respect  to  each 
class  of  the  Civil  Service  Eistiinates  that 
the  total  amount  of  the  Votes  outstanding 
in  that  class  be  granted  for  the  services 
•defined  in  the  class,  and  shall  in  like 
manner  put  severally  the  Questions  that 
the  total  amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  Navy,  the  Army, 
^and  the  Revenue  Departments  be  granted 
for  the  services  defined  in  those  Estimates. 

**  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  allotted 
•day,  the  Speaker  shall  forthwith  put  every 
<|ue6tion  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  report 
of  the  Resolution  then  under  consideration, 
^nd  shall  then  forthwith  put,  with  respect 
to  each  class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates, 
the  Question :  That  the  House  doth  acree 
-with  the  Committee  in  all  the  outstanding 
Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  that 
^class,  and  shall  then  put  a  like  Question 
with  respect  to  all  the  Resolutions  out- 
standing in  the  Estimates  for  the  Navy, 
the  Army,  the  Revenue  Departments,  and 
other  outstanding  Resolutions  severally. 

'*  On  the  days  appointed  for  concluding 
the  business  of  Supply,  the  consideration 
of  that  business  shall  not  be  anticipated 
hj  a  Motion  of  Adjournment,  and  no 
dilatory  Motion  shall  be  moved  on  pro- 
ceedings  for  that  business. 

^'  Any  additional  Estimate  for  any  new 
service  or  matter  not  included  in  the 
original  Estimates  for  the  year,  shall  be 
mbmitted  for  consideration  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supplv  on  some  day  not  later 
than  two  days  before  the  Committee  is 
•cloeed. 

**For  the  purposes  of  this  Order,  two 
Fridays  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to  a 
Angle  day  of  two  Sittings." — {Mr,  A.  J, 
BeSfowr.) 

(8.7.)  Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax)  moved 
.an  Amendment  on  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  proposed  Standing  Order  sub- 
«titutuig  "  Monday''  for  "  Thursday  "  as 
the  day  on  which  Supply  should  be 
taken.  By  patting  Supply  at  the  end  of 
the  week  instead  of  at  the  beginning,  the 
Government  were  contributing  to  the 
losure  fA  tkoee  hon.  Members  who  were 
dispMed  to  ^  satisfied  with  three  days 
attendance  in  the  week  to  their  Parlm- 
mentary  duties,  and  in  fact  it  would 
lead  to  what  people  in  the  North  of 
gnjjri^n/j  would  cali  Parliamentary  half- 
timert.  The  examination  of  Supply  was 
of  the  most   important  duties   of 


Parliament,  and  he  contended  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  relegated  to  the  end  of 
the  week  in  the  way  proposed.  He 
should  have  preferred  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday  for  the  consideration  of 
Supply,  but  these  days  had  already  been 
a^ocated  for  other  purposes,  and  Monday 
was  the  only  other  day  available.  He 
admitted  that  Monday  was  open  to  some 
extent  to  the  same  objection  as  Thursday, 
but  it  would  have  the  great  advantage 
of  putting  Supply  in  the  first  place  at 
the  beginning  of  the  week,  thus  giving 
j  far  greater  importance  to  the  work  than 
1  if  it  was  left  to  Thursday,  which,  as  many 
i  hon.  Members  had  said,  would  be  treated 
as  an  additional  half  day.  The  First 
'  Lord  of  the  Treasury  about  a  year  ago 
I  said  that  there  was  no  longer  in  this 
I  House  any  party  of  economy. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  indicated 
dissent. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said  that  was  his 
recollection.  That  was  largely  due  to 
the  way  in  which  the  Estimates  had 
come  to  be  considered.  The  large  bulk 
of  Members  felt  that  when  the  Estimates 
were  being  considered  they  could  go 
away  and  enjoy  themselves  elsewhere. 
Anything  they  could  do  to  increase  the 
attendance  of  Members  when  the  Esti- 
mates were  being  discussed  would  be  for 
the  good  of  the  House  and  the  country. 
Those  who 'criticised  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  were  called 
unpatriotic,  for  they  objected  to  large 
expenditure,  and  they  were  called 
niggardly  if  they  objected  to  small  items 
of  expenditure.  He  was  persuaded  that 
if  the  Estimates  were  discussed  on 
Thursday,  as  proposed  by  this  Rule,  at 
least  hill  the  Members  would  not  be  in 
attendance. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  Thursday,* 
and  insert  Uie  word  *  Monday.' "  —  {Mr, 
WhiUey.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  Thursday '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


(8.12.)  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  the 
hon.  Member  had  almost  entirely  put  his 
Amendment  on  the  ground  that  as  the 
result  of  the  change  he  proposed  Members 
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would  be  more  ready  to  attend  to  their 
duties  on  Monday  than  on  Thursday.  He 
could  understand  the  hon.  Member's 
point  of  view  more  clearly  if  he  had  pro- 
posed Tuesday  or  Wednesday  as  the  day 
on  which  Supply  should  be  taken.  But 
Monday  was  even  worse  for  the  purpose* 
of  the  hon.  Member's  argument  than  the 
Government  proposal  of  Thursday. 
Thursday  came  in  the  middle  of  the  week, 
while  Monday  came  at  the  beginning  and 
immediately  after  what  would  become 
the  Parliamentary  holiday.  The  inevi- 
table result  would  be  that,  if,  as  the  hon. 
Member  suggested,  hon.  Members  would 
be  slack  in  their  attendance  on  Thursday, 
they  would  clearly  not  be  in  their  places 
until  Tuesday,  and  therefore  the  object 
which  the  hon.  Member  sought  to  attain 
would  be  defeated  by  the  Amendment. 
He  f  hoped  that  under  the  circumstances 
the  hon.  Member  would  see  the  propriety 
of  not  pressing  the  Amendment,  as 
nothing  could  be  gained  by  the  change 
propos^.  (8.15.) 

(8.51.)  Mr.  O'MARA  (Kilkenny,  S.) 
said  he  regretted  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  reasons  given  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  for  not  accepting  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  House. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present.  House 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found 
present — 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  he  thought  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  little  hasty 
in  rejecting  the  Amendment,  and  could 
not  quite  have  understood  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  was  moved.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  the  Amendment 
laid  great  stress  upon  the  fact  that  he 
considered  Thursdays  was  given  to  Supply 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  arrangements 
of  Members  who  wished  to  get  away  at 
the  week  end;  that  they  would  look 
upon  Friday  as  a  slack  day,  and  therefore 
be  able  to  leave  on  the  lliursday  night. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  a  per- 
fect answer  to  the  Amendment  substitut- 
ing Monday  for  Thursday  for  Supply, 
because,  Monday  being  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  hon.  Members  would  remain 
away,  and  their  holiday  wouM  be  just  as 
long ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must 
be   aware    that   the  House    could  not 

Mr,  A.  J,  Balfour, 


approach  the  consideration  of  Supply 
with  the  same  amount  of  eflSciency  on  a 
Thursday,  after  three  long  nights,  as  they 
could  upon  a  Monday.  Human  nature 
was  the  same  all  the  world  over,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  House  to 
approach  Supply  with  any  eflSciency  on 
Thursday,  after  being  in  attendance  in 
the  House  up  till  midnight  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday.  The  inclina- 
tion of  the  House  would  be  not  to 
approach  matters  of  Supply  with  the 
energy  which  was  necessary  in  the 
ordinary  course ;  but  when,  later  in  the 
session,  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  was  sus- 
^nded,  the  position  would  become 
simply  intolerable,  and  the  business 
of  voting  the  supplies  would  become  an. 
absolute  farce.  The  country  could  \» 
very  well  run  upon  the  legislation  already 
passed,  if  it  were  only  properly  ad- 
ministered ;  it  was  the  process  of  raising 
the  revenue  which  required  the  energy 
of  the  House.  Each  Member  desired 
money  to  be  spent  on  matters  in  which  he 
was  interested — some  desired  it  spent  on 
education,  some  upon  the  Army  and  the 
Navy. 

♦  Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
Question  is  whether  the  House  shall  take 
Supply  on  Monday  or  Thursday. 

Mr.  OMARA  said  he  was  only  try- 
ing to  illustrate  the  importance  of  Supply,, 
and  the  advantage  of  dealing  with  it 
when  Members  were  fresh  from  the 
week  end  holiday,  rather  than  on  Thurs- 
day, when  they  were  jaded.  In  his 
opinion,  the  particular  Rule  they  were 
discussing  was  part  of  a  well-defined 
policy  for  giving  Members  of  the  House- 
an  extra  holiday.  It  was  a  curious  fact 
that  those  who  were  out  of  the  House 
desired  to  get  in,  and  those  who  were 
in  always  desired  to  get  away  as  often  as 
possible ;  and  the  result  of  this  Rule,  if  it 
passed,  would  be  that  they  would  get 
away  on  Wednesday  night  He  hoped 
the  Amendment  would  be  pressed  to  a 
division,  in  which  case  it  would  have 
his  hearty  support. 

Mr.  spear  (Devonshire.  Tavistock), 
said  his  constituents  were  anxious  for 
a  more  speedy  and  expeditious  dealing^ 
with  the  business   of  the   House,   andL 
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the  akerations  in  the  Rules  which 
the  Government  had  submitted  to 
the  House  were  for  that  purpose. 
To  thoee  alterations  he  gave  his  most 
hewtj  support,  the  more  so  as  he 
nolioed  that  those  who,  by  their  pro- 
longed speeches,  last  session  obstructed 
and  prevented  legislation,  were  on  this 
oocaaon  against  the  alterations  in  the 
Boles.  It  was  most  important  that  the 
finances  of  the  great  spending  Depart- 
menU  of  this  country  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  close  examination.  During 
the  early  days  of  Supply  last  session, 


considerable  discussion  was  given  to  un- 
important Votes,  with  the  result  that  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  session  large  sums 
had  to  be  voted  without  any  discussion 
whatever.  It  was  because  he  believed 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  desired  to 
secure  for  Supply  more  business-like  and 
adequate  discussion,  that  hcj  gave  his 
thorough  support  to  the  proposal  before 
the  House. 

(9.5.)    Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  137  ;  Noes, 
93.    (Division  List  No.  105.) 


Ackland-Hood^Capt.SirAlexF. 
Agg-G«rdner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwriffht,  John  Stanhope 
ArDold-Fortter,  Hugh  O. 
Atkimon,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^t,  Capt.  JosceUne  Kitiroy 
Bain,  Colonel  Jamee  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (ManchV 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn  Gerald  W(Leeda 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathorst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bi^nold,  Arthur 
Bin,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bood,  Edward 

Bowles,  T.  Gib6on(King'sLynn) 
Brodriok,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
OauUey,  Henry  Strother 
CaTeDdiah,V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayacr,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(WorcV 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jeese 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Croaa,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar.T.  R.  (TrffmleU,S.  Geo. 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dominfl-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
EUioi,  Hob.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Geoi^e  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FiUGerald,  SirRobt.PeoroMH 
Flower,  Ernest 


AYES. 

Forster,  Henry  William 
Fuller,  J.M.F. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  WilUam 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond. 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,  Hn.  J  £.  (Eldn&Naim 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gore,Hn.G.  R.C.  <  )rmsby-(Salop 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.  Ormsbv-  (Lino.) 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gomlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Waif ordD.  ( Wednesbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Cambs. ) 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  LordG(Midd'x 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  Jamee  Horner 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard(Hanley 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  Trotter 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,  J.  F.  (Sheffield,  Brightoide 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  George  Biokersteth 
Johnston,  WiUiam  (Belfast) 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
LawsoD,  John  Grant 
Leish-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lotler,  Gerald  Walter  EIrskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter(Bristol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  FVancis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Rirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M  *I  ver ,  Sir  Le  wis(  Edinburgh  W 
M'KiUop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Malendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

M  iddlemore,  JohnThrogmorton 
MUdmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  William 


Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,DavidJ.(Walthamstow 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  (Deptford 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robt.  Gray,  C. 
Murray,  RiHn  A.  Graham(Bute 
Niool,  Donald  Ninian 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pryoe-Jonos,Lt.  -Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederick  Came 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock.) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Ren  wick,  Georse 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Chas.Thompaon 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Sandys,  Lieut.  Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(l8leofWiKht) 
Sharpe,  WiUiam  Edward  T. 
Smith,  AbelH.  (Hertford,East) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M*Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viaoonnt 
Vincent,  Sir  Edsar  (Exeter) 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Webb,  Colonel  WiUiam  George 
WiUox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wolff,  GusUv  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 

Tkllbrs  fot  the  Aybb— 
Sir  William  Wakond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. 
Allan,  WUliam  (Gateshead) 
AUao,  CharletP.(Gloac.Strond) 


NOES. 

Atherley -Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 


Bell,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  Edward 
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Briffg,  John 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armaffh,  8.) 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Channine,  Francis  Allston 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Ensene 

Davies,  Al&ed  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duke,  Henry  Edward 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwiok,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Qilhooly,  James 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hammond,  John 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Jameson,  Major  J.  Eostace 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kinloch,  Sir  John  GeorgeSmyth 


{COMMONS} 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Louffh,  Thomas 
Lundon.  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Crae,  George 
M*Govem,  T. 
M'Kean,  John 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South.) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  dJapt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brion,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
0*Donnel,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
0*Dowd,  John 
aKelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
(VKelly,  James  (Rosoommon,N. 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
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Partinston,  Oswald 
Pickara,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 
Reid,  Sir  R.Thre8hie(Dumfrie8) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertaon,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Schwann,  Charles,  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merthyr) 

Wallace,  Robert 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R,) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Woodhouse,Sir J.  T.  (Hud*enf  d 


Teulxbs  fob  thb  Non — 
Mr.  Broadhurst  and  Mr. 
Whitley. 


(9.15.)  Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) 
said  his  desire  was  that  at  the  most  im- 

g)rtant  period  of  the  session,  when  the 
overnment  were  anxious  to  get  through 
their  business  with  dispatch,  Friday 
should  not  be  a  dies  non  for  a  good 
many  hon.  Members.  His  object  was  to 
enable  the  Government  to  induce  a  num- 
ber of  hon.  Members  who  otherwise 
would  go  away  on  their  holidays  to  stay 
in  London  and  attend  to  the  business  of 
the  country  which  arose  in  Ck)nimittee  of 
Supply.  It  ought  to  be  the  desire  of  the 
Government  to  do  their  business 
thoroughly  and  efficiently,  and  no  more 
important  business  was  transacted  in  the 
House  than  the  business  of  Supply.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
consider  that  his  request  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers should  be  asked  to  attend  on  Fridays 
was  a  reasonable  one.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  line  3,  after  the  word  *  Thursday,*  to  in- 
sert the  words  *  except  after  Whitsuntide  until 
Michaelmas,  when  it  shaU  be  first  Order  of  the 
Day  on  all  Friday  sittings  except  the  sittings 
on  the  third  and  fourth  Fridays  after  Whit 
Sunday.*  "—(itfr.  (yShee,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr,  a*  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
quite  sure  as  to  what  the  object  of  this 
Amendment  is,  but  its  effect  would  be 
to  diminish  the  amount  of  time  given 
to  Supply  and  give  more  time  for  Gk)vern- 
ment  business.  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
will  not  press  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  negatived. 

(9.20.)  Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said 
he  again  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  recollect  that  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  were  not  privileged  persons, 
but  simply  paid  and  salaried  servants  of 
the  House.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman 
would  very  soon  be  taking  a  leading  part 
at  the  Coronation.  [Mimsterial  cries  of 
"Question,  Question?']  Hon.  Members 
would  see  if  they  would  wait  that  it  was 
the  question,  if  they  had  enough  intelli- 
gence to  understand  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  as  he  said  before,  would 
be  taking  a  leading  part  in  the  Coronation, 
aud  he  wished  to  remind  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  that  under  the  statute 

♦Mr,  speaker  :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  speak  seriously  to  the  Question 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  be  was 
quite  serious,  and  he  was  trying  to  show 
that  there  ought    to    be    no  privileges 
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allowed  to  Ministers  of  the  Crown  unless 
there  was  a  very  good  reason  for  it.  He 
was  simply  giving  an  illustration  of  a 
<^nstitutional  principle  from  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  he  assured  Mr.  Speaker 
that  he  was  perfectly  serious. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member  is 
not  entitled  to  enter  into  a  general  dis- 
<n88ion  as  to  what  are  the  privileges  of 
Ministers  of  the  Crown. 

Mr,  swift  MACNEILL  said  this 
was  a  new  system  of  introducing,  under 
the  Rules  of  the  House,  certain  Motions 
which  could  only  be  moved  by  Ministers 
of  the  Crown,  and  that  brought  Ministers 
into  a  position  which  they  ought  not  to 
occupy  as  servants  of  the  House.  Minis- 
ters ought  not  to  have  any  exceptional 
privileges  in  the  Orders  of  the  House 
which  were  not  accorded  to  the  humblest 
private  Member.  Hon.  Members  were 
selected  for  the  House  of  Commons  by 
the  people  at  large,  exactly  in  the  same 
way  as  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  he 
was  utterly  averse  to  allowing  any 
Minister  to  have  the  slightest  privilege 
which  did  not  belong  to  the  humblest 
private  Member.  His  whole  contention 
was  that  these  Rules  were  unconstitutional, 
and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
acting  in  an  unconstitutional  manner  in 
this  matter.  He  begged  to  move  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words,  *  the 
HoCioo  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown/  and  insert 
the  wards  *a  Motion.' '*  — (Jfr.  Svoijt  Mae- 
neiH.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
i^mdon." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  could 
hardly  think  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
•eriooa  in  this  Amendment.  If  it  were 
paused  it  would  be  inoperative,  because,  as 
^locionfl  standing  in  the  name  of  private 
Members  stood  at  the  end  of  business  and 
not  at  the  beginning,  the  matter  would 
never  come  on  for  discussion.  He  did 
not  think  that  that  was  a  proposition  for 
serious  debate,  and  he  hopea  his  hon. 
friend  would  not  press  his  Amendment  to 
41  division. 


(9.27.)  Mr.  FLYNN  said  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  by  his 
argument,  certainly  seemed  to  be 
putting  agreat  strain  upon  their  common 
sense.  The  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
friend  simply  meant  that  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  ought  not  to  practically  usurp  the 
business  of  Supply,  and  introduce  it  just 
when  the  convenience  of  the  Covemment 
might  require  it. 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  But  that  is 
not  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  FLYNN  asked  why  should  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  alone  be  entitled 
to  make  such  a  Motion,  when  the  same 
privilege  was  denied  even  to  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  and  to  the  Leader  of 
any  other  section  of  the  House  ?  The 
more  days  they  could  get  for  Supply,  the 
better  tney  would  be  pleased,  and  the 
ordinary  Member  of  the  House  would 
not,  unless  under  great  pressure,  desire  to 
have  other  business  taken  upon  the  days 
allotted  to  Supply. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  said 
he  hoped  that  Ministers  would  put  a  stop 
to  the  absolute  waste  of  time  that  was 
now  going  on.  There  was  not  a  single 
Member  present  on  the  front  Opposition 
Bench ;  there  were  hardly  any  Members 
in  the  House,  and  they  had  been  debating 
this  subject  day  after  day,  in  order,  he 
supposed,  that  they  might  have  an 
autumn  session.  He  appealed  to  the 
Gk>vemment  to  exert  a  little  pressure  to 
get  these  Rules  through. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  supported  the  Amend- 
ment, because  he  considered  that  a 
great  many  of  the  rights  of  private 
Members  had  been  taken  away, 
not  only  during  this  session,  but  in 
previous  sessions.  What  was  now  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Donegal  would  give  unofficial  Members 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  views. 
By  passing  the  Amendment,  they  would, 
to  some  extent,  restore  the  rights  of 
private  Members. 

Mr.  O'MARA  asked  whether  the  ex- 
pression of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Islington,  that  this  discussion  was  & 
waste  of  time,  was  in  order. 
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♦Mr.  speaker  :  K  the  hon.  Member 
thought  it  was  out  of  order,  he  should 
have  appealed  to  me  at  the  time. 

Mr.  0*MARA  :  I  do  not  think  myself 
it  was  in  order,  but  perhaps  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  have  pnvi- 
leges  which  are  not  accorded  to  those 
on  this  side. 

♦Me.  speaker  :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  withdraw  that  expression, 
which  is  both  unfounded  and  improper. 

Mr.  O'MARA:  I  withdraw  it.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  Sit  down.] 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Has  the 
hon.  Member  any  right  to  ask  any 
Gentleman  to  sit  down  1 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  did  not  hear  any 
expression  of  that  kind,  and  as  the 
expression  did  not  reach  my  ears,  I 
decline  to  take  any  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  O'MARA  said  he  shared  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Donegal  that  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
in  the  matter  under  consideration, 
should  not  have  greater  privileges  than 
an  ordinary  private  Member.  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  did  not  necessarily  repre- 
sent the  lai^est  constituencies.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  might  sit  for  the 
smaUest  constituencies.  If  the  Rule  was 
amended  in  the  way  proposed,  the 
House  would  decide  upon  a  Motion 
made  at  the  commencement  of  public 
business  without  debate. 

(9.37.)  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNER- 
MAN  said  this  was  not  an  Amendment 
which  he  could  support  On  the  con- 
trary, he  took  the  very  opposite  view 
from  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
South  Donegal,  who  seemed  to  regard 
it  as  a  great  privilege  to  be  Me  to 
perform  the  function  veferred  to  in 
the  proposed  Standing  Order.  The 
reason  for  giving  to  »  Minirter  ol  the 
Crown  alone  the  ri^^  of  making  the 
Motion  was  that  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  were  reipodeiUe  to  the  House 
for  its  buaneas,  and  he  was  one  of  thoee 
who  took  tke  viefw  thai,  in  regard  to 


the  submission  of  Votes  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  the  modes  in  which  thej 
were  to  be  dealt  with,  the  House  ought 
not  to  divest  the  Government  of  the 
day  of  the  responsibility  properly  attach- 
ing to  them.  For  that  reason  he  had 
always  had  an  objection  to  the  kindly 
proposal  the  Leader  of  the  House  had 
often  made,  that  the  selection  of  the 
particular  Votes  to  be  taken  on  par- 
ticular days  should  be  left  to  a  Com- 
mittee, and  even  a  Committee  of  those 
opposed  to  him  in  politics.  He  objected 
to  this,  because  he  thought  it  was  pecu- 
liarly the  function  of  the  Qovemment 
and  the  Leader  of  the  House  not  mily  to* 
guide  the  House  in  this  matter,  but  to* 
undertake  the  duty  of  determining  what 
should  be  done.  Therefore,  when  he~ 
found  the  usual  phrase  was  here  inserted 
which  occurred  in  many  other  cases  that 
a  certain  thing  should  happen, 

''UnleM  the  House  otherwise  order  on  the 
Motion  of  ft  Minister  of  the  Crown," 


he  confessed  that  he  thought  that 
a  perfectly  proper  stipulation,  and  in  thia 
particular  case  it  was  more  eminently 
proper  than  in  many  to  which  it  might 
be  applied. 


Mr.  power  said  he  rose  to^ 
remind  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Islington  that  if  time  had  been  wasted 
in  the  discussion  of  the  new  Rules,  as 
much  of  that  time  had  been  occupied  by 
hon.  Members  opposite  as  by  Gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  He  thought 
his  hon.  friends  were  right  in  opposing 
the  new  Rules  because  their  rights  were 
being  taken  away,  and  so  far  from  blam- 
ing them,  he  rather  complimented  them. 
They  couki  not  forget  that  last  year  at 
Henheim  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  de- 
clared that  most  of  these  Rules  were- 
directed  against  the  Irish  Members  and 
Irish  representation,  and  certainly  they^ 
made  no  apok)gy  for  taking  whatever 
steps  they  thought  right  against  them. 

(9.42.)    Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  185;  Noes^ 
6a    (Divisioii  List  No.  106.) 
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Acland-Hood,Capt.SirAlex.F. 
A^g-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwxight,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forater,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Hagot,  Capt  JoecelineFitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Baifour.Rt,HnGeraldW(Leed8 
Banbury,  Frederick  Creorge 
Baxry,  8ir  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  AUenBen  jamin 
Bhownagsree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bin,  Charles 

Black,  Alexander  William 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bowle8,T.  Gibson(King'8Lynn) 
^"^gg.  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brot^herton,  Edward  Allen 
BuU,  WUliam  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell-Bannermaii,  Sir  H. 
Cauuey,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.W(Derby8hire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  Wilfiam 
Cecil,  Lord  Hagh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon,  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Da>ies,M.  Vau2han-(Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,T.R(T*rffmlets,S.Geo. 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dilke.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dumins-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Geor^  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  Wm.  Hayes 
FitzGerald  ,SirRobert  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 


Abraham,William(Cork,N.  E. ) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen,Charle8  P  (Glouc.,Stroad 

Atberley- Jones,  L. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Charming,  Francis  Allston 
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Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gardner,  Ernest         •. 
Garfit,  William 
Gibb8,Hn.  A.  G.H(City  of  Lond. 
Gibb6,Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson^SirAugnstusFrederick 
Grordon,Hn.  J.fi.  (Elgin&  Nairn 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Gore,HnG.  R  C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Grore,Hn.S.  F.  Orm8by-(Linc.) 
GoTst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grant,  Corrie 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green ,  Waif ordD  (Wed  nesbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond- (Cambs. ) 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hanbuiy,Rt.  Hon.  RobertWm. 
Hare,  lliomas  Leu;h 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heath,  ArthurHoward(Hanley 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  Georee  Bickersteth 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kinloch,SirJohnGeorgeSmyth 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson.  John  Grant 
Lapland- Barratt,  Francis 
Leieh-Beonett,  Henry  Currie 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(Bristol,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,Rt.  Hon.  James(Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  J  (Portsmouth 
Macartney.Rt  Hn  W.  G.Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'Calmont,Col.H.  L.B(Cambs. 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Iver,8irLewis(EdinburghW 
M'KiUop,  James  (Stirlingsdire) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Middlemore,  Jno.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 

NOES. 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Euffene 
Delany,  William 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
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Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Ja8per(Shrop8hire) 
Morgan,D'vid  J(  Walthams  tow 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gn^  C. 
Murray  ,RtHn  A.  Graham  (Bute 
Mjers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Partington,  Oswald 
Percy,  ^arl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pry ce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Rea,  Russell 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.  W(Stalybridge 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.Chas.Tiioin8on 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sandy  R,Lieut.-Col.  Thos.  My  les 
Seely,Maj.  J.E.  B(Isleof  Wu^ht 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sbipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,East> 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart.SirM&rkJ.M'Taggart. 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(Mer&yr 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T.'. 
Wason,£ugene(Clackmannan) 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(Orkney  > 
Webb,  Colonel  WUliamGeorge 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Willox,'  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehou8e,Rt.  Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhclm 
Woodhouse,Sir J.  T(Hudd'rsfi'd . 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.Geox^ 

Tellers  for  the  Atxs- 


Sir  William  Wabond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Hammond,  John 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West^ 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
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MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Grordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Govem,  T. 

M'Kean,  John 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joeeph  (Looth,  South) 

Norman,  Henry 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 


{  COMMONS  ^ 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
0'Kelly,Jame8(Rosoommoii,N. 
O'Malley,  WUliam 
O'Mara,  /toes 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 


Rides, 
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Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 

Roche,  John 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sullivan,  Donal 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


(9.55.)  Major  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
iord)  said  that  he  did  not  propose  for  a 
moment  to  elaborate  the  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment  on  the  Paper, 
arguments  which  the  House  had  heard 
with  so  much  patience  and  forbearance 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  He 
would  remind  the  House,  however,  that 
sixty  years  ago  there  was  a  lucid  interval, 
when  a  distinguished  Member  of  the 
House,  Mr.  Milner  Gibson,  moved  an 
Amendment  limiting  the  duration  of 
speeches  to  an  hour,  If  he  had  proposed 
hiftlf-an-hour  he  would  have  done  even 
better.  He  was  supported  by  two  Gentle- 
men who  were  experts  in  public  speaking 
— Mr.  Gobden  and  Mr.  Bright — and  was 
only  beaten  by  a  majority  of  twenty 
votes.  He  himself  had  moved  a  Resolu- 
tion in  a  similar  sense,  and  had  carried  it 
by  a  majority  of  three  to  one  in  a  fairly 
large  House.  In  every  deliberate  As- 
sembly in  the  Metropolis,  at  any  rate, 
from  the  Church  House  at  Westminster 
to  the  august  assembly  which  met  in 
Spring  Gardens,  there  was  a  similar 
practice,  and  in  almost  every  Colony  in 
the  Empire  a  time  limit  was  the  rule, 
and  worked  with  the  greatest  possible 
success.  When  it  was  objected  that  the 
House  of  Commons  had  lasted  for  some 
600  years,  and  that  what  was  good  enough 
for  their  predecessors  was  good  enough 
for  them,  his  answer  was  that  things 
were  by  no  means  what  they  were. 
Formerly,  Members  came  there  to  vote 
and  not  to  speak.  They  used  to  sit  in 
rows  on  each  side  of  the  House  and 
applaud  everything  that  was  said 
by  the  wise,  great,  and  eminent  occu- 
pants of  the  front  Benches;  and 
sometimes  they  had  their  reward 
in  an  apotheosis  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
A  proposal  like  what  he  submitted 
^required  no  special  pleading ;  it  spoke  for 
itself.  The  man  who  in  those  days  could 
mot  dehver  his  soul  in  a  quarter  of  an 


hour,  or  twenty  minutes,  did  not  know 
his  trade,  and  was  not  fit  to  be  a 
Member  of  Parliament. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  line  five,  after  the  word  'Debate,*  to 
insert  the  words  *and  no  Member  shall,  in 
Committee  of  Suppl3r,  speak  more  than  once 
to  the  same  Question  or  for  longer  than 
twenty  minutes.*  " — {Major  Rasch.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  rise  at  once  in  the  character  of  one  of 
the  members  of  that  section  of  the 
House  which,  in  this  matter,  is  led  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman.  I  am 
a  supporter  and  an  advocate  of  a  time 
limit  for  speeches,  and  I  have  both 
spoken  in  favour  of  that  and  voted  with 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  on 
previous  occasions.  But  I  am  bound  to 
say  I  cannot  do  so  on  the  present 
occasion,  because  he  has  mixed  the 
matter  of  a  time  limit  up  with  single 
speeches  in  Committee  of  Supply,  which 
is  another  question  altogether.  If  there 
is  any  part  of  the  business  of  the  House 
for  which  a  restriction  is  less  required,  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  Committee  of  Supply. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  appears 
to  have  forgotten  the  fact  that  a  Minister 
has  to  defend  the  Vote  under  discussion, 
and  that  even  on  individual  points  in  it 
very  serious  and  complicated  questions 
may  arise.  I  do  not  know  any  part  of 
the  business  of  the  House  in  which 
there  is  less  of  an  attempt  to  make  a 
display  or  to  advertise  themselves  on  the 
part  of  Members  than  in  Committee  of 
Supply.  If  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man were  to  direct  his  attack  against  the 
long  and  tiresome  speeches  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  Bills,  I  could  see  venr 
much  more  reason  in  what  he  proposed, 
and  I  should  be  disposed  myself,  with 
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due  conditions  and  modifications,  to 
support  his  ideal  But  the  business  of 
Supply  is  the  very  time  when  we  ought 
to  give  power  to  a  Member  to  get  up 
again  and  again,  and  to  a  Minister  to 
get  up  again  and  again,  and  to  explain 
more  fully  some  difficult  point  which  had 
been  brought  forward  in  the  discussion. 
Supply,  as  I  have  said,  is  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  the  business  of  the 
House,  and  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
begin  with  it  as  the  particular  portion 
of  our  duties  to  which  this  experiment 
should  be  applied.  I  make  this  declara- 
tion against  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  as  one  who  has 
supported  him  on  the  general  principle  of 
short  speeches,  to  which  I  adhere 
strongly. 

(10.5.)  MflA.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  one 
of  those  who  think  that  in  all  probability 
the  time  will  come  when  the  House  will 
be  compelled  to  adopt  not  the  Amend- 
ment now  before  us  but  some  limitation 
on  the  duration  of  speeches.  I  should 
not  myself  in  the  least  object  to  that 
time  coming  quickly,  if  I  could  see  my 
way  to  a  particular  plan  which  would 
carry  my  hon.  friend's  intention  out 
without  really  injuring  the  efficiency  of 
the  House.  I  am  in  entire  sympathy 
with  the  general  object  of  my  hon. 
friend,  but  as  regards  the  subject  of 
Supply,  which  is  the  only  thing  now 
before  us,  I  do  not  see  how  we  are  to  get 
over  two  difficulties.  The  first  is  that  in 
Supply  we  very  often  have  debates  of  the 
first  magnitude  on  policy.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  is,  for  instance,  attacked, 
and  he  makes  a  great  statement 
upon  South  African  policy.  Is  it 
poflnUe  to  confine  him  to  twenty 
minutes?  Surely  the  thing  is  absurd 
on  the  face  of  it,  and  we  must  abandon 
any  notion  of  the  kind.  That  difficulty 
seems  to  me  to  be  insuperable,  but  there 
is  another  difficulty  which  has  been 
aOuded  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
o{^K)site,  with  whom  I  am  in  entire 
accord  in  this  matter,  and  that  is  that 
on  the  Estimates,  as  a  rule,  a  Minister  is 
on  his  defence.  He  can  defend  himself, 
but  no  one  else  can  defend  him.  No 
one  else  knows  the  case.  It  is  very 
easy  to  say,  '*  Let  a  colleague  get  up  '* ; 
but  the  colleague  does  not  know  the 
details,  and  the  Minister  must  stand  or 


fall  by  his  own  policy;  and  unless  you 
give  him  a  chance  of  replying  more 
than  once,  you  hand  him  over  bound, 
hand  and  foot.  Even  in  the  discussion 
of  these  Rules  I  found  great  difficulty 
in  not  being  able  to  speak  more  than 
once,  and  it  has  been  only  by  the 
extreme  kindness  and  consideration  of 
the  House  that  I  have  been  able  to  put 
the  case  at  aU.  No  one  can  tell  in  what 
way  an  attack  may  develop.  An^ 
Amendment  is  started,  in  which  the 
mover  does  not  seem  to  have  very  much 
interest.  No  one  else  seems  to  have 
very  much  interest  in  it,  and  a  Minister 
gets  up,  who  is  perhaps  equally  per- 
functory, and  tnen  gradually  the 
skirmish  develops  into  a  first  class  battle, 
in  which  the  Minister  must  be  allowed 
to  have  his  chance.  For  these  two 
reasons,  which  I  do  not  wish  to  develop 
further,  I  think  my  hon.  friend's  Amend- 
ment will  not  do  in  the  form  in  which  it 
stands.  If  by  his  ingenuity,  which  is 
very  great,  and  by  his  power  of  com- 
pressing observations,  which  I  think  is 
unrivalled,  my  hon.  friend  could  bring 
forward  some  plan  for  the  limitation  of 
speeches,  I  am  sure  he  would  have  no- 
more  enthusiastic  disciple  than  myself; 
and  I  gather  also  from  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  that  he 
will  have  the  unusual  advantage  for  an 
independent  Member  of  having  two^ 
Front  Bench  men  in  his  favour. 

♦(10.10.)  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Glou- 
cestershire, Forest  of  Dean)  thought  that 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  would 
not,  on  consideration,  be  able  to  vote  for 
his  own  Amendment.  He  agreed  that 
the  practice  which  had  sprung  up  from 
the  time  of  Mr.  Goschen  of  making 
a  statement  on  the  Army  and  Navy 
before  the  Speaker  left  the  Chair  wa& 
a  most  unfortunate  one>  and  he  had 
often  heard  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man attack  the  present  system  for  ita 
inconvenience.  Surely  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  would  not  suggest 
that  in  a  year  when  great  military 
changes  were  being  made  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  should  be  confined  to 
twenty  minutes. 

♦Mb.  RENWIGK  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) 
said  he  would  have  the  greatest  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  Amendment.    Both  the- 
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Leader  of  the  House  and  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  had  given  expression  to 
the  opinion  that  they  were  in  favour  of 
short  speeches.  K  they  really  were  in 
favour  of  short  speeches,  he  hoped  the 
Leader  of  the  House  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  alteration  of  the  Rules 
to  give  eflfect  to  that  opinion.  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  neither  his 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  nor  himself 
wished  to  deny,  in  any  way,  to 
Ministers  or  to  Members  of  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  an  extended  time  to 
develop  their  arguments.  He  was  quite 
aware  that  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  have  an  extension  of  time,  and  he 
was  quite  ready  to  give  it  to  them. 
During  the  course  of  the  debate  they  had 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  experience  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  been  in  the 
House  for  many  years.  His  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  had  been  in  the  House  for 
seventeen  years.  He  himself  had  only 
been  in  the  House  seventeen  months,  but 
during  that  period  he  had  been  an  ob- 
server, and  the  observations  he  had  made 
led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Amendment  which  had  been  moved,  or 
something  like  it,  was  very  necessary. 
He  wished  to  carry  hon.  Members  back 
to  August  of  last  year.  After  the  ex- 
piration of  the  twenty  days  which  had 
been  allotted  to  Supply,  what  happened  1 
OnAugust7th,thelastof  thedaysallotted, 
there  remained  some  sixty  millions  or 
eighty  millions  of  money  to  be  voted.  The 
discussion  was  commenced  at  half-past 
five,  and  one  hon.  Member  of  the  Irish 
Party  spoke  for  an  hour  and  a  half  on  a 
Vote  for  some  £46,000  for  local  govern- 
ment in  Ireland.  He  was  followed  by  other 
hon.  Members  on  the  Irish  Benches,  and 
between  them  they  occupied  all  the 
available  time  on  the  discussion  of  that 
Vote,  and  from  ten  o'clock  at  m'ght  until 
six  o'clock  in  the  morningthedosure  was 
being  moved,  and  hon.  Members  walked 
through  the  division  lobbies  twenty- 
six  times,  and  sixty  miUions  or  eighty 
millions  of  money  was  passed  without  a 
word  of  discussion.  Although  the  Leader 
•of  the  Ihsh  Party  was  largely  respon- 
sible for  what  had  taken  place, 
he  rose  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  said  that  in  his  experience 
-of  Parliament  he  had  never  known  such 
a  scandalous  state  of  things.  Would  any 
hon.   Meipber,  remembering  what  had] 

Mr.  Renwkk. 


taken  place,  say  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  Amendment  before  the  House  1 
As  long  as  it  was  possible — and  it  would 
be  possible  under  the  new  Rules — 
for  a  repetition  of  such  a  state 
of  affairs,  there  would  be  a  neces- 
sity for  Umiting  speeches  in  the 
direction  indicated.  He  challenged  ,the 
Leader  of  the  House,  or  any  other  sup- 
porter of  the  proposed  alteration  of  the 
Rules,  to  say  how  such  a  state  of  affairs 
could  be  avoided  in  the  future  if  it  was 
open  to  Members  to  obstruct  business  in 
the  same  way  as  they  did  last  year. 
During  the  recess  a  great  deal  was  heard 
as  to  the  necessity  of  altering  the  Rules 
of  Procedure,  in  order  that  the  dignity 
and  traditions  of  the  House  of  Commons 
might  be  upheld.  Whenever  the  matter 
was  mentioned  to  the  electors,  and  it 
was  pointed  out  that  £80,000,000 
of  their  money  could  be  voted 
without  a  single  word  of  discussion, 
an  unanimous  desire  was  expressed  that 
the  Rules  should  be  altered.  New  Mem- 
bers had  been  told  that  they  were  going 
to  be  destroyed,  extinguished,  or  crushed, 
while  one  prominent  Member  had  stated 
that  the  proposed  new  Rules  set  the  seal 
upon  the  final  humiliation  of  private 
Members.  They  might  be  killed,  but 
when  they  were  buried  it  would*  be  very 
appropriate  to  write  on  their  tombstones 
that  they  had  been  killed  by  long  speeches. 
It  might  be  that  they  were  going  to  be 
crushed  or  extinguished,  but,  at  any  rate, 
the  new  Members  would  feel  it  less  than 
the  older  Members  because  they  had  had 
no  other  experience.  During  the  seven- 
teen months  he  had  been  a  Member  of 
the  House  he  had  many  times  gone  very 
reluctantly  into  the  Lobby  in  support  of 
the  Minister  of  the  Crown  ^ho  had 
moved  the  closure,  but  he  ventured  to 
tell  the  Government  that  if,  as  the  result 
of  these  new  Rules,  in  August  next  the 
House  were  again  called  upon  to  vote  a 
similar  amount  of  money  without  discus- 
sion as  was  the  case  last  year,  then  even 
more  reluctantly,  if  at  all,  would  he 
record  his  vote  for  the  closure.  There 
was  now  a  golden  opportunity  to  deal 
effectively  with  this  great  scandal,  and 
he  sincerely  hoped  the  Government 
would  not  let  that  opportunity  be  lost. 

Mb.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross)  said  there  was  a  general 


"S3 


N«w  Procedure 


{11  April  1902} 


Rules. 


94 


^onaonsufl  of  opinion  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  that  speeches  ought,  if  possible, 
<o  be  curtailed.  In  order  to  get  rid,  once 
for  all,  of  the  difficulty  suggested  by  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  he  moved,  as  an 
Amendment  to  the  Amendment,  after 
the  word  "Member,"  to  insert "  other  than 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown.**  That  would 
^ye  a  Minister,  if  attacked,  power  to 
reply  at  length.  As  to  other  Members, 
if  they  could  not  say  all  they  had  to  say 
in  twenty  minutes,  there  were  twenty 
of  the  colleagues  who  could  follow,  and 
l*etween  them  have  plenty  of  time  to  say 
all  that  was  desired. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

•*  After  the  word  *  Member,*  to  insert  the 
w«  »rd»  •  other  than  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.' " — 
<-Vr.  Eugene  Wason.) — 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

(10.21.)  Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR 
thought  the  Amendment  just  moved  did 
not  improve  the  original  proposal.  It 
introduced  a  principle  which  the  House 
of  Commons  had  never  yet  accepted  and 
hp  hoped  never  would  accept,  viz.,  that 
there  should  not  be  absolute  and  perfect 
equality  between  all  Members.  Then, 
too,  it  would  probably  be  admitted  by 
all  official  and  ex-official  Members  of  the 
House  that  a  Member  who  made  an 
attack  on  the  policy  of  a  Minister  might 
have  just  as  much  right  to  a  longer  time 
for  the  development  of  his  attack  as  the 
Minister  for  his  reply.  The  Leader  of 
the  House  was  a  very  important  Mem- 
ber, so  also  were  the  Leader  of  the 
official  Opposition  and  the  Leader  of  the 
Irish  Opposition.  Sometimes  he  thought 
the  latter  was  the  most  important  of  all. 
If  they  were  to  have  any  first-class 
debates  upon  the  policy  of  a  Minister, 
it  would  be  as  absurd  to  Umit  the  dura- 
tion of  the  speech  of  the  Member  who 
opened  the  attack  as  to  limit  that  of  the 
Minister  who  replied.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Newcastle  had  delivered  a  remark- 
able, interesting,  and  significant  speech, 
with  almost  the  whole  of  which  he  found 
himself  able  to  agree.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  premisses  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, which  he  adopted,  led  him  to  a 
<iifferent  conclusion.    The  hon.  Member 


had  complained  that  after  spending 
many  hours  in  discussing  a  Vote  of 
£46,000  for  Irish  Local  Government, 
the  House  proceeded  to  vote  £60,000,000 
for  the  services  of  the  year  without  any 
debate  whatever — a  state  of  things  which 
he  described  as  scandalous.  To  that  he 
(the  speaker)  said  "ditto"  from  the 
bottom  of  his  heart.  It  was  a  scandal 
that  Irishmen  should  have  to  discuss  Irish 
Local  Government  in  this  House  at  aU. 
He  did  not,  however,  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  developing  an  ar^ment  in  favour  of 
Irish  Home  Rule,  although  all  discussion 
led  to  Ireland ;  but  he  wished,  in  passing, 
to  point  out  that  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member,  taken  with  that  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  earlier  in  the 
evening,  formed  an  admirable  and  irre- 
sistible plea  for  that  which  was  the  com- 
plement of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland,  viz., 
Home  Bule  for  England,  and  for  the 
British  Empire. 

As  to  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  and 

fallant  Member  for  the  Chelmsford 
Hvision,  the  First  Lord  had  conclusively 
pointed  out  that  a  Minister  could  not  be 
expected  to  limit  to  twenty  minutes  his 
defence  of  a  great  question  of  public 
policy.  The  hon.  Member  for  Newcastle 
had  met  that  difficulty  by  complaining 
of  the  length  of  the  speeches  of  Irish 
Meml>er8.  It,  therefore,  appeared  that 
the  proposal  ought  really  to  read  that 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  English 
Members  were  to  have  as  much  time  as 
they  liked,  but  that  all  Irish  Members 
should  be  limited  to  twenty  minutes. 
["No."]  His  hon.  friend  did  not  support 
that,  but  that  was  the  difficulty  of  starting 
upon  the  inclined  pack  of  ice — you  never 
knew  where  you  would  get  to.  If  the 
undemocratic  and  unworthy  principle  of 
making  distinctions  and  grades  between 
different  Meml>er8  were  adopted,  there 
would  also  have  to  be  distinctions,  not 
merely  between  ministerial  and  private 
Members,  but  also  between  Members  of 
different  nationalities.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  had  made  two  proposals. 
First  he  suggested  that  in  Committee 
of  Supply  no  Member  should  atldress 
the  House  for  a  longer  period  than 
twenty  minutes  in  one  speech.  That 
was  grotesquely  absurd,  as  under  such  a 
Rule  it  would  be  possible  for  a  Meml>er 
to  make  three  or  four  or  more  speeches 
of  twenty  minutes  each.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  saw  the  absurdity  of  that 
proposal,  and    amended   it  by  limiting 
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Members  to  one  speech  of  not  more  thaa 
twenty  minutes.  But  that  destroyed  the 
whole  foundation  of,  and  reason  for, 
debates  in  Committee.  It  was  not  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  talk  that 
the  House  made  a  distinction  between 
speeches  delivered  on  Second  Readings 
and  those  delivered  in  Conmiittee.  It 
was  because  in  Committee  details  were 
discussed,  and  in  order  to  discuss  details 
properly  it  was  necessary  that  a  Member 
should  be  able  to  speak  more  than  once. 

As  to  the  limit  of  twenty  minutes, 
he  agreed  that  speeches  should  be 
curtailed.  But  the  usage  of  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  length  of 
speeches  had  changed  in  a  remarkable 
degree  within  the  last  twenty-two  years. 
As  the  House  had  been  told,  when  the 
First  Lord  entered  the  House  it  was 
a  common  practice  for  private  Members' 
Bills  to  be  talked  out;  but  now,  as  a 
result  of  the  closure,  nobody  attempted 
to  talk  out  a  Bill  on  a  Wednesday  after- 
noon. The  closure,  like  every  other 
political  cause,  had  had  many  effects 
which  nobody  had  contemplated  or  fore- 
seen, and  it  had  undoubtedly  completely 
transformed  the  character  of  debates 
in  the  House.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  thought  that  speeches  were  very 
long  and  the  debates  of  great  duration. 
If  he  had  been  a  Member  when  he  (the 
speaker)  was  about  to  deUver — until 
closured  by  a  coup  cC^iai  on  the  part  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  day — a  two  hours 
speech  in  the  course  of  a  forty-one  hours 
sitting,  he  would  know  what  really 
prolonged  debates  were.  To  the  old 
stagers  in  the  House  the  debates  in 
the  present  piping  times  of  peace  were 
a  model  of  compression  —  almost  of 
undue  and  artificial  compression.  These 
things  should  be  left  to  natural  causes. 
What  would  happen  if  such  artificial 
limits  were  imposed  ?  If  it  were  laid 
down  that  no  Member  should  speak 
for  more  than  twenty  minutes,  the 
result  would  be  that  every  Member  who 
spoke  at  all  would  speak  for  twenty 
minuter  [**  No."]  If  debate  were 
artificially  shortened  in  one  direction 
it  would  be  lengthened  in  another. 
Take  the  case  of  an  Irish  Coercion  Bill 
being  introduced  with  such  a  rule  in 
existence.  Could  it  be  supposed  that 
every  Irish  Member  would  not  consider 
it  his  duty  to  exercise  his  right  to  the 
fullest  extent  1    The  result  of  the  Rule 

Mr.  T.  P.  ffCmMT. 


in  that  case  would  be  that,  instead  of 

having  one  or  two  speeches  of  thirty, 

forty,    or    fifty    minutes  durati(Mi,  the 

House  would  have  to  listen  to  twentj 

or    thirty  —  [*'  eighty  "]  —  of     twenty 

minutes  each,  and  the  laist  state  of  thie 

House  woidd  be  worse  than  the  first. 

He  had  seen  a  similar  arrangement  tried 

in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 

United   States.     He   had  great  respect 

for  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 

but  in  no  sense  of  the  word  could  it  be 

said  that  the  debates  in  the  House  of 

Representatives  were  as  real  or  relevant 

as    those    in  the  House  of   Commons. 

What  happened  there?     If  a  Member 

did  not  want   the  whole  of  the    time 

allotted  to  him,  he  delegated  a  portion 

to  some  other  Member,  with  the  result 

that  the  debates  were  more  like  a  dress 

rehearsal  at  a  theatre  than  the  relevant 

and  pertinent  discussions  of  the  House 

of  Commons.     He  might  illustrate  by  an 

experience  how  the  system  worked.     The 

question  under  discussion  was  whether 

or    not    a    certain    apartment    should 

have     a     tesselated     pavement       The 

Speaker    left    the    Chair    for    a    time, 

and    when   he    returned  he  found  an 

honourable  gentleman   from  a  division 

of   the  State   of  Tennessee    ending  his 

speech  with  the  words — 

**  And  now,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  snfficiently 
vindicated  my  own  condact  and  that  of 
my  State  in  tne  late  Civil  War." 

These   artificial  rules  had  brought  the 

House  of  Representatives  to  a  discussion 

not  of  the  actual  issues  of  the  day,  but 

of  the  history  of  parties  and  the  history 

of  the  country.    He  hoped  the  House 

would  reject  the  Amendment  as  being 

destructive  of  one    of  the  best  virtues 

of    the  House   of   Commons,  viz.,  the 

naturalness,  actuality,  and  relevance  of 

its  debates 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  did 
not  intend  to  discuss  the  Amend- 
ment,  as  he  had  already  sufficiently 
expressed  his  views  on  the  subject.  The 
deoate  had  been  extremely  interesting,, 
but  it  was  really  resolving  itself  into 
a  general  discussion  of  the  management 
of  debates  as  a  whole.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, it  would  not  be  thought  unreason- 
able if  he  asked  them  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  Amendment,  so  as  to  make  some 
progress  with  the  question  before  the 
House. 
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Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leaye,  withdrawn. 

(10.38.)  Queetion  put,  "  That  the  words 
'  and  no  Member  shall,  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  speak  more  than  once  to  the 


same  Question,  or  for  longer  than  twenty 
minutes,'  be  there  insert^ : — 


The  House  divided: — Ayes,  24 ;  Noes, 
68.    (Division  List  No.  107.) 


Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glouo.,  Stroad 
BroadhoTBt,  Henry 
Brookfield,  Ck>lonel  Montagu 
Caatlev,  Henry  Strother 
ElibanK,  Master  of 
Farqaharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Grant,  Corrie 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
HobhooM,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,  E.) 


AYES. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Louffh,  Thomas 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rasoh,  Maior  Frederic  Came 
Renwick,  (jreorge 
I  Schwann,  Charles  E. 


Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Thomas,  David  All.  (Merth3rr) 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 
Whitley,  JT  H.  (Halifax) 


Tellers  for  the  Aybs,  Mr. 
Robert  Wallace  and  Mr. 
Fuller. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E. 
Acbuid  -  Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
A«;:i^-iiardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Arcbdsle,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O 
Ashtoo,  Thamas  Gair 
Atberley-Jones,  L. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aosdn,  Sir  John 
Ba^ot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bam,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  RtHn.  A. J.  (Manch'r 
Balfoar,RtHnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry,  E.  (Cork.  S.) 
Ban7,Sir  Francis  T.(  Windsor) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Batborst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Baylev,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
BeU,  Kichard 
Bbownagsree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,^Tthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Black.  Alexander  William 
Blake,  Edward 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 
Bci^.  John 

Bn^ck,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
footberton,  Edward  Allen 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Brrmer,  William  Ernest 
Boll,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
C^dwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Campbell -Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
canon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Caoston,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cliamberlain,J  Austen(Worc'r 
Clianning,  Francis  Allston 
Chapman,  Edward 
Chanington,  Spencer 


NOES. 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cogan,  Denis  J. 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Conaon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Corbett,  A.Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Baiabridge 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cripps,  Cmurles  Alfred 
Croes,Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,T.R.(rrH'mrt8,S.Geo. 
Dickinson.  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Disraeli,  (]k>ning8by  Ralph 
Donelan,  Capt.  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  Akers- 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,Rt.Hn.SirWilliam  Hart 
Eawaxds,  Frank 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fergus8on,RtHn  Sir  J.(Manc*r 
Ffreneh,  Peter 

Fielden,  Edward  Broeklehurst 
Finch,  Geoi|[e  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penroee- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
ForBter,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gartit,  WUliam 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLon. 
Gibb6,Hon.  Vicary  (St.Albans) 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,SirAugustusFrederick 
Gordon, HnJ.£.(Elffin  &  Nairn 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonaerry,South 


Gore,HnG.R  C.Ormsby '(Salop 
Gore,  Hn.  S.F.Ormsby-  (Line) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  J  oachbn 
Goulding,  Edward  Aifred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Waif ordD  (Wed'esbury 
Greene,  W.  Ra^ond-  (Cambs. 
Grenfell,  WiUiam  Henry 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churcnill 
Hamilton,RtHnLord  G.(Mid'x 
Hammond,  John 
Hanbury ,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hardy  ,Laure'ce  ( Kent,  Ashf ord 
Hare,  Thomas  Leish 
Harmsworth,  R.  (Leioester) 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seala- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard(  Hanley 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Herman- Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,  J.F.  (Sheffield,Bri^tside 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hudson,  Geoi]ge  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustaoe 
Jessel,Captain  HerbertMerton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Keswick,  William 
Lambert,  Greorae 
Law,  Andrew  Sonar 
Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth 
Lawson,  John  (jrrant 
Lay  land*  Barratt,  Francis 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hant«.,  Fareham) 
Le^QTO,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Le^-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Frea.  N.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gentld  Walter  Ersldne 
Long,Rt  Hn.  Walter(Brist<d,8) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  Rt.Hn.  James  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
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LucaSiReffinaldJ.  (Portsmouth 
Lnndon,  W. 

Macartney,Kt  HnW.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cummine 
MaoDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Maconoehie,  A.  W. 
BiaoVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M<Calmont,Col.  H.  L.  B(Cambs 
M'Crae,  Creorge 
M'Govem,  T. 
M'Kean,  John 
Majendie.  James  A.  H. 
Maloolm,  Ian 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Martin,  Bichard  Biddulph 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Roht  Jasper  (Shropshire 
Morgan,  D.  J.  ( Walthamstow) 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.  (Monm^ths. 
Morrison,  James  Archihald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowhray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murphy,  John 

Murray,RtHnA.Graham(Bute 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Niool,  Donald  Ninian 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Lough,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  CecU  William 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (KUkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  T.  (Tipperary,  N.) 


{COMMONS} 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O' Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'Malley,  WUliam 
O'Mara,  James 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Palmer,  George  Wm.  (Reading) 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffi-on  Walden) 
Penn,  John 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Power,  l^trick  Joseph 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliff.  R.  F. 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Faro  uharson 
Ridley,  Hn.M.  W.(Stalybridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Saokville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Seely,Maj.J.£.B(Isleof  Wight 
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Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,East 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMarkJ.M*Taggart 
Sulliyan,  Donal 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thomas,F.  Freeman-  (Hastings 
Thomson.  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wamer,Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Jn.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Webb, Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Lt.  Col.  A.  C.  E(Taunton 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,North) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Willoughby  de  Ereslw,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R, 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
WU8on.Todd,Wm.H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.KR.(Bath 
Wolff.  Gustav  Wilhehn 
Woodhou8e,SirJ  T(Hudd'nia'd 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 


Tbllrbs  for  the  Noes,  Sir 
WUliam  Wabx>nd  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


(10.54.)  Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) 
said  he  would  respond  to  the  appeal 
made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
to  leave  the  details  and  approach  the 
heart  of  the  question.  He  rose  to  move 
the  omission  of  the  second  paragraph, 
which  proposed  that  not  more  than 
twenty  days  should  be  allotted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Supply.  This  second  para- 
graph in  the  new  Procedure  Rule  was 
the  very  heart  and  centre  of  the  whole 
Bide.     It  provided  that — 

"Not  more  than  twenty  days,  heing  days 
before  the  fifth  of  August,  shall  be  allotted  for 
the  consideration  of  the  annual  Estimates  for 
the  Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  including 
Votes  on  Account." 

The  whole  Rule  was  simply  an  amplifi- 
cation of  this  paragraph.  All  the  new 
Members  electea  to  this  Parliament  and 
the  last  Parliament  had  had  no  experience 
in  Committee  of  Supply  different  to  that 
which  they  had  had  under  the  existing 
Rule.  He  was  addressing  a  large  body 
of  hon.  Members  who  nad  htwl  some 
experience  upon  this  question  before  this 
extraordinary  Rule  was  adopted.  This 
Rule,  of  which  they   had  had  six  years 


experience,  had  been  a  dgantic  failure, 
and  they  ought  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  modifjring  it  in  the  interests  of  the 
House.  The  questions  raised  in  the 
other  amended  Rules  were  mostly 
theoretic  questions,  but  of  this  Rule  they 
had  had  considerable  experience,  and 
it  had  reduced  the  business  of  Supply 
to  a  farce,  and  the  House  would  never 
get  control  of  the  Estimates  until  this 
Kule  was  seriously  modified.  What  was 
the  object  of  the  Rule?  What  was 
the  business  of  the  Supply  Committee 
which  this  Rule  was  intended  to  facilitate  ? 
The  first  object  of  the  business  of  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  was  to  bring  the 
national  expenditure  under  the  control 
of  the  House.  In  this  respect  the  Rule 
had  entirely  failed,  because  it  had  not 
brought  the  national  expenditure  under 
the  control  of  Parliament. 

Upon  this  point  he  would  give  a  few 
figures.  The  present  Supply  Rule  had 
been  in  existence  for  six  years,  and  he 
had  taken  out  the  amount  of  Supply 
which  had  not  been  discussed  at  all 
The  amount  of  Supply  which  did  not 
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come  under  the  control  or  consideration 
of  the  House  at  all  was  as  follows : — In 
1897  £52,000,000,  in  1898  £43,000,000, 
in  1899  £56,000,000,  in  1900  £75,000,000, 
and  in  1 90 1  £88,000,000.  Therefore  dur- 
ing thorn  fi\Q  years  a  large  proportion 
of  the  Supply  of  this  House  was  not 
considered  by  the  House  of  Commons 
at  all,  consec|uently  ho  was  justified 
in  saying  that  this  Rule  had  failed  in 
what  ought  to  be  its  first  object  A 
most  remarkable  statement  had  been 
niade  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Newcastle, 
who  said  that  he  bad  been  in  the  habit 
of  addressing  meetings  on  this  point 
in  the  country,  and  when  he  asserted  on 
the  platform  that  in  the  House  of 
Commons  they  passed  £60,000,000  of 
Supply  without  a  single  remark,  every 
person  in  the  meeting  agreed  that  th& 
was  a  state  of  things  which  ought  to  bo 
altered.  If  the  House  maintained  this 
Supply  Rule  as  it  now  stood,  a  vast  and 
increasing  body  of  the  expenditure  must 
pass  every  year  without  any  examination 
whatever.  The  second  object  of  Supply 
was  to  secure  the  State  against  extrava- 
gance and  waste  in  the  financial  ex- 
penditure, and  the  Rule  had  lamentably 
failed  in  that  respect,  for  there  had 
sprung  up  the  grossest  extravagance 
in  many  departments.  In  the  year 
when  this  rule  was  first  adopted  the 
expenditure  was  £105,000,000,  but  the 
total  expenditure  of  the  country  this 
year  would  be  no  less  than  £210,000,000. 
It  might  be  said  that  the  war  was 
responsible  for  this.  Not  only  had  war, 
like  expenditure,  increased,  but  civil  ser- 
vice and  every  branch  of  expenditure  had 
developed  in  a  very  extraordinary  way. 
In  fact  it  was  a  byword  that  there  was 
no  party  in  the  House  that  stood  up  for 
economy.  There  were  some  Members 
who  had  maintained  the  principles  of 
economy  as  well  as  they  could,  but  they 
had  not  been  quite  successful.  There 
had  been  in  every  branch  of  expenditure 
in  the  State  the  most  gross  extravagance 
during  the  last  six  years.  In  every  part 
of  the  Empire  there  had  been  the  greatest 
extravagance.  Our  warlike  expenditure 
had  increased  to  £2  10s.  per  head  of  the 
population  and  that  was  most  extrava- 
gant. Millions  had  been  spent  on  rail- 
ways leading  to  no  one  knew  where  in 
Africa. 


*  Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  entitled  to  go  into  details  of  the 
expenditure.  He  may  generally  state 
his  opinion  as  to  the  tendency  of  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  lough  said  he  accepted  that 
ruling.  He  only  meant  to  give  an 
instanca  He  had  said  enough  to  make 
his  point  good.  They  wished  to  secure 
efficiency  for  the  vast  sums  which  were 
expended.  It  had  become  a  byword  that 
we  were  not  very  efficient  in  this  country 
at  the  present  time.  There  was  a  Party, 
to  which  many  of  them  must  wish  all 
success  in  their  endeavours,  who  had 
made  **  eflSciency  **  their  watchword. 
When  debatiiig  the  Rules  they  ought  to 
keep  in  view  the  question  of  ad- 
ministration. What,  after  all,  was 
the  meaning  of  examining  Votes  in 
Committee  of  Supply  ?  The  meaning 
of  it  was  that  this  House  should  obtain 
an  affective  control  over  the  administrative 
Departments  of  the  country.  Was  there 
any  man  who  would  say  that  the  House 
had  secured  proper  control  over  the 
departments  during  the  last  six  years  t 
He  ventured  to  say  that  the  House  had 
lost  an^  control  of  the  Departments 
which  It  formerly  had.  He  believed 
that  the  great  Departments  were  without 
control.  There  were  two  controls  which 
ought  to  be  exercised — one  was  that  of 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  a  Department, 
and  the  other  was  the  possesser  by  this 
House.  He  did  not  rely  on  the  Mmister 
if  he  was  not  stimulated  in  his  action  by 
this  House.  If  this  House  had  sufficient 
control  the  country  would  have  some 
security  that  the  business  of  the 
Departments  was  properly  carried  on. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had 
said  that  he  was  always  willing  to  bring 
forward  any  Vote  which  tne  House 
>rished  to  discuss.  Nothing  could  be 
more  conciliatory,  but  when  they  got  a 
discussion  it  was  desultory  and  came  to 
nothing  whatever.  The  Ministry  knew 
that  under  the  Rules  which  settled  the 
time  allowed  for  voting  Supply  the  votes 
must  inevitably  be  got  through.  But 
Ministers  could  not  shake  off  their 
responsibility  like  that.  It  was  the 
})U8iness  of  Ministers  to  secure  fair  and 
a(ie<|uato  discussion  of  all  those  great 
<lue8li(Mis  which  arose  in  Committee  of 
Supply.  A  Return  had  been  issued 
within  the  last  few  days   showing  that 
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proposals  to  reduce  Estimates  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  had  only  been 
carried  three  or  four  times  in  the  last 
ten  years.  He  had  heard  the  Leader  of 
the  House  argue  that  reductions  were 
carried  so  seldom  that  the  discussions 
were  not  of  much  practical  use.  The 
discussions  might  bear  fruit  in  future  years. 
If  discussion  was  well  conducted  in  the 
House  in  regard  to  any  estimate  it  could 
not  be  entirely  fruitless.  They  must  not 
judge  on  the  utility  of  discussion  by  the 
number  of  times  a  Motion  for  reduction 
was  carried.  He  remembered  an  instance 
where  discussion  tended  to  economy. 
About  eighteen  months  ago  it  was  pro- 
posed to  expend  £30,000  on  the  terrace 
of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  He  pro- 
tested and  received  the  support  of  the 
others,  with  the  result  that  the  proposal 
was  abandoned  and  the  money  was 
saved.  He  could  give  many  illustrations 
to  show  that  criticism  in  the  House 
had  very  much  reduced  expenditure. 
He  thought  it  would  be  very  easy  to  find 
a  more  effective  way  of  dealing  with  Supply 
than  that  provided  by  th^  Rule.  He 
suggested  that  Committees  might  be 
appointed  to  deal  with  the  Navy,  Army, 
and  Civil  Service  Estimates,  and  that  there 
shoidd  then  be  a  Report  stage  of  not  more 
than  twenty  days  in  the  House.  The 
twenty  days  which  had  been  allotted  year 
after  year  were  wasted.  Ministers  were 
not  anxious  to  get  Supply  through,  because 
all  their  motive  to  do  so  had  been  re- 
moved. He  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the 
automatic  closure  of  Supply.  They 
should  take  away  the  present  element 
of  compulsion,  and  give  elasticity  to  the 
Committee,  allowing  Members  to  criticise 
the  votes  in  an  honest  and  fair  spirit. 
The  matter  had  become  one  of  gigantic 
importance  in  which  the  taxpavers  of 
the  country  were  deeply  interested. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  from  the 
Words  'Not  more  than,'  to  the  words  'as 
first  Order/  in  line  11,  both  inclusive  ^'^{Mr. 
Lough,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*  Not  more  thah  twenty  days,  being  days 
before  the  5th  of  August,  shall  be 
allotted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
annual  Estimates  for  the  Army,  Navy, 
and  Civil  Sernccs,  including  Votes  on 
Account,  stand  part  of  the  Question.*' 

Mr,  Lough, 


(11.20.)  Mr.A.J.BALFOURsaiditwas 
true  that,  if  the  Amendment  were  adopted, 
the  Supply  Rule  which  had  existed  for 
some  years  would  virtually  disappear, 
and  the  House  would  revert  to  the 
status  quo  ante  and  to  a  method  of  dis- 
cussing Supplv  which,  for  some  reason, 
appeared  to  nnd  favour  with  the  hon. 
Member.  He  would  not  claim  that  the 
Supply  Rule  was  in  every  point  of  view 
an  improvement  on  the  ancient  system. 
He  did  not  say  the  House  had  lost 
absolutely  nothing  by  the  change.  But  ho 
did  claim  that  by  it  the  House  had  been 
able  to  discuss  Supply,  and  had  escaped 
the  torture  of  an  absolutely  obstructive 
style  of  debate.  The  old  system  con- 
duced to  no  economy  of  expenditure. 
Under  it,  even  the  oldest  Memoer  could 
recollect  nothing  in  the  way  of  criticism 
of  Estimates,  or  condemnation  of  ex- 
penditure, such  as  took  place  in  the 
time  of  Joseph  Hume.  The  Grovernment 
at  long  intervals  brought  in  Votes  of 
Account,  on  which  there  were  mis- 
cellaneous and  usually  not  very  profitable 
discussions,  ranging  over  the  whole 
realm  of  political  knowledge,  and  leading 
to  no  conclusive  result.  Supply  got 
piled  up,  and  at  the  very  end  of  the 
session,  a  jaded  House,  diminished  and 
shorn  of  its  Members,  went  through  the 
Votes  till  two,  three,  four,  or  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  getting  through 
its  task  in  physical  exhaustion.  The  hon. 
Member  appeared  to  think  that  there  was 
now  no  adequate  opportunity  of  criticising 
the  administration  of  the  departments. 
This,  at  all  events,  was  secured — that 
week  after  week,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  session  to  the  end,  there  was  oppor* 
tunity  for  any  hon.  Member  to  make  any 
criticism  he  chose.  How  could  a  Minister 
be  perfunctory  in  his  defence  when  the 
attack  was  maide  at  an  hour  convenient  to 
the  House  and  when  the  debates  were 
reported  and  he  could  be  judged  by  his 
q)eeches  in  the  Press  and  the  country  t 
tn  the  old  days  he  was  on  his  defence  at 
three  in  the  morning,  half-asleep  himself, 
and  his  critics  half  asleep,  and  no  report- 
ing possible.  What  they  should  aim  at 
was  to  try  to  divide  the  session  equitably 
])etween  the  various  claims,  not  of  the 
Ciovemment,  but  of  the  country  and  the 
House.  His  opinion  was  that  not  too 
little  time  but  too  much  time  M'as  given 
to  Supply.  Under  the  existing  system, 
thirty -five  days  were  devoted  to  Supply. 
More     days     could     not     possibly     be 
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allotted    to   it   without    restriisting    the 

time     to    be   given    to    legislation.     He 

believed  it  was  Mr.  Gladstone's  opinion, 

and  it  certainly  was  his,  that  it  was  not 

desirable  to  ask  the  House  to  sit,  broadly 

speaking,  for  more  than  six  months  of  the 

year.     It  was  inevitable  that  the  House 

should  sit  more  than   six    months  this 

year.      But  he  thought  that  as  a  general 

rule   a  six  months  session  onght  to  be 

adopted.     Was  it  conceivable  that  in  a 

six   months  session  they  could  carry  on 

the  business  of  the  House  if  they  were 

to    give  more   than    thirty-five  days   to 

Supply  1 

(11.27.)  Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON 
(Dundee)  said  that  the  question  to  be  de- 
cided was  whether  this  Rule  was  to  be 
stereotyped  instead  of  being  subject  to  the 
approval    of   the    House    each    session. 
He  appealed  to  hon.  Members  on   both 
sides  of  the  House  as  to  whether  it  could 
be  said,  in  the  face  of  the  closing  scene.*! 
of  last  session,   that  the   Rule   was    li 
success.    On   the  last   day    allotted  to 
Supply,  Votes  amounting  to  £67,000,000 
of  public  money  were  passed  without 
discussion,  and  on  the  last  day  for  Report 
of  Supply  £86,000,000  were  passed  under 
the  same  conditions.    He  for  one  couM 
not  admit  that   the  Rule  as  it  stood, 
without  modification  or  alteration,  hac. 
been   a    practical   success.      He  would 
state  to  the  House  why,  in  his  opinion, 
that  result  had   been  reached.    It  was 
not  the  fault  of  the  Rule  alone.    There 
were    concurrent    circumstances   which 
had  led  to  the  result  he  had  described 
The  right   hon.   Gentleman   alluded  to 
two  causes  which  produced  that  result, 
without  being  aware  of  the  significance 
of  the  allusion   he   was    making.      He 
spoke  of  Votes  of  credit  and  alluded  to 
the  old  practice  by  which  two  or  three 
Votes  on    account  were  taken  in  the 
course  of  a  session,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    deprecated    that    practice. 
It  appeared  to  him,   however,   that  it 
was  the   abandonment    of    that    very 
practice  which  had  led  to  the  result  he 
had  described.     Twenty  years  ago,  when 
a  Vote  on  account  for  the  CivU  Service 
was  asked  for,  for  more  than  two  months 
the  House  refused  to  grant  it.     The  old 
practice  Was  to  limit  a  Vote  on  account 
to    two    months    Supply.     What    had 
they  had  during    the  present   session? 
A  Vote   on    account    for   £19,000,000 


out  of  the  total  of  £44,000,000  for 
the  Civil  Service  had  been  granted. 
That  represented  provision  for  fully 
five  months  expenditure.  It  was  not 
one  Vote  on  account,  but  the  only 
Vote  on  account.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  session  the  Government  got  all 
the  supply  they  needed  for  the  session, 
and  with  the  certainty  that  they  would 
get  the  rest  on  a  certain  day  towards 
the  end  of  the  session,  all  temptation  was 
removed  to  exercise  any  control  over 
Supply.  He  had  not  been  as  long  in 
the  House  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  but  he  thought 
he  had  sat  through  more  debates  in 
Supply  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  in  his  opinion  there  was  only  one 
thing  which  could  save  the  House  of 
Commons  from  the  deplorable  state  of 
things  which  had  arisen,  and  that  was 
to  have  an  orderly  and  equally  divided 
discussion  over  all  the  Estimates.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  think  he  was  making  a  personal 
attack  on  him,  but  what  was  wanted 
was  constant,  vigilant,  and  inteUigent 
leadership  of  the  House  all  through 
Comnuttee  of  Supply.  That  was  no 
reflection  on  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
because  he  was  not  present  during 
most  of  the  debates  in  Comnuttee  of 
Supply.  It  was  not  usual  for  the  Leader 
of  the  House  to  lead  on  such  occasions. 
During  last  session  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  present  during  the 
whole  of  the  debates  on  one  Department, 
viz.,  the  Navy  Department,  and  he  kept 
an  almost  incessant  control  over  the  Navy 
Estimates.  But  he  did  not  attempt  to 
control  the  whole  course  of  Supply. 
He  was  not  making  a  reflection  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  was 
showing  what  he  thought  was  a  self- 
evident  proposition — that  where  the 
Government  got  all  its  money  by  an 
automatic  process,  unless  the  debates 
were  evenly  distributed  over  the  whole 
financial  year,  it  would  be  impossible  not 
to  have  £70,000,00  or  £80,000,000 
guillotined  without  debate  at  all  at  the 
end  of  the  session. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been 
criticised  more  than  once  for  his  state- 
ment as  to  the  principle  on  which  he 
said  the  new  Rules  were  based.  The 
principle  put  forward  was  that  the  Rules 
of   the   House  should   be   brought   into 
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conformity    with   the    practice  of    the 
House.      If     that     were     applied     to 
Estimates,  the  Oovemment  woidd  get  all 
their  Supply  in  two  Votes.     Then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  again  tonight, 
as  he  had  said  often  before,  that  it  was 
for  the  Opposition  to  select  the  subject 
for  debates.    It  was  not  for  the  Opposi- 
tion, but  for  the  responsible  leaders  of 
the  House.     It  was  for  the  responsible 
leaders,   by  all  the   means  under  their 
control,  including  closure,  and  not  exclud- 
ing the  gentler  arts  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  proficient,  to  have  an 
even  distribution    of  Supply   over    the 
session.    That    might   be    making    too 
great  a  demand  on  any    one  Minister, 
but  without  it  he  did  not  see  that  with 
a  large,  solitair  Vote  on  account  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session,  and  automatic 
closure  at  the  end,  they  would  have  any 
other  but  the  discreditable  and  deplorable 
result  he  had  described.     Could  nothing 
else  be  done  1    The  hon.   Member   for 
Islington  pointed  to  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  days.    He  would  not  argue 
that  now,  but  there  was  an  Amendment 
on  the  Paper,  which  he  regretted  was  out 
of  order,  which  would  have  raised  the 
alternative,  and  the  only  alternative,  and 
that  was  that  the  Estimates  should  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee.    That 
would  save  the  situation,  andjwould  give 
to  the  new  Rules  a  character  which  at 
the  present  moment  they  did  not  possess. 
What  was  the  great  blot  in  the  new 
Rules?    It  was  that  they  contained  no 
proposal    whatever    for   increasing   the 
control  of  the  House  over  expenditure. 
That    was    what    was    wanted.      The 
Amendment  to  which  he  had  referred 
proposed  that  the  Estimates  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee   before  they 
came   before    the    House.      He    would 
earnestly  press  that  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.      If    the    new    system    of 
closure    at    both    ends   of  the   session 
was  to  prevail,  then  devolution,  in  the 


a 


House     had    given     its     matidate, 
Select  Committee  should  enquire    how 
that  mandate    had  been   executed.     In 
other  words,  he  would  like  to  see  a  new 
Committee,  on  the  lines  of  the  Public 
Accounts     Committee,    formed    for   the 
purpose  of  examining  into  the  manner 
in  which  the  Estimates  were  executed. 
That  might  be  done  by  adding  adminis- 
trative criticism  to  the  functions  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee.    At  present 
no   Minister    was   bound    to    pay  the 
shghtest  attention  to  the  PubUc  Accounts 
Committee  when  its  criticism  dealt  with 
administration.     There  was  the  case  of 
the  Royal  yacht  last  year.    What   was 
the  use  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  with  refer- 
ence to   that?    He    Department  con- 
cerned could  snap   its    fingers  at    the 
Committee  and  say  it  was  a  matter  of 
administration.     His  suggestion  was  that 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  should 
be  empowered  to  look  into  the  Estimates 
and  see  whether  the  money  had  been 
properly   expended.     Allusion  had  been 
made  to  a  party  in  this  House  and  in 
the    country    which     was    pledged    to 
efficiency  in  matters  of  administration. 
He  would  point  out  that  the  two  pro- 
posals he  was  now  making — and  he  was 
speaking  entirely  for  himself — had  been 
formulated  by  a  Committee  with  refer- 
ence to  public  administration,  of  which 
his  noble  friend  Lord  Rosebery  was  chair- 
man   and  of  which  he  himself  was  a 
member.      He    hoped    the   right    hon. 
Gentleman  would  receive  what  he  had 
said  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  oflfered, 
and  he  thought  the  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the    Amendment  had  rendered 
an  important  service  to  the  House  and 
the    country    by^  calling   attention    to 
what    had   been    weU   described  as  th 
heart  of  the  new  Rules. 


(11.46.)   Mr.    DISRAELI    (Cheshire, 


sense    of  a  reference  to  a  Committ^,    ^Itrincham)  said  that  if  hon.  GenUemen 


became  absolutely  necessary.     For   his 
own  part,  he  would  go  further,  and  would 


opposite  would  practice  efficiency  when  in 
office  and  talk  less  about  it   when  out 


'u^^u  u  t  ""'y  *^**  f^t  Estimates  ^j  ^^  .^  ^.^^,j  ^^  y^^^^^  j^^^„  j^ 
Bhould  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  ^j^^  j^^^  ^^^j,^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  Leader 
at  the  beginmng  of  the  session,  and  that  ^j  ^^^  „^^,^^  ^j^j^  ^^f  ^y^  but 
they  should  come  before  the  House  with  I  ^j^      j,  j^^^  jj,^j  ^,,^  £g„der   of   the 


the  criticisms   and    the   Report   of  the 
Committee,  but  that  afterwards,    when 
the  Estimates  were  executed,  when  the 
Mr,  Edmund  Boberisofu 


House  was  almost  always  at  his  post. 
He  did  not  intend  to  criticise  the  Rule  ; 
it  was  an  old  friend.    It  was,  however. 
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nov  proposed  to  make  it  a  permanent, 
instead  of  a  sessional,  Standing  Order. 
He  thought  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
thing  to  draw  a  hard-and-fast  limit  of 
twenty  days  for  all  time.  It  was  as  if 
a  railway  company  every  day  ran  a  train 
of  thesame  iiseto  a  certain  pUce,  whether 
there  were  many  passengers  or  few.  It 
wouU  be  better  if  a  more  elastic  principle 
eoold  be  adopted.  Beferenoe  had  been 
made  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
United  States  carried  on  its  business. 
He  beUered  the  custom  was  that 
the  two  Leaders  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  met  and  valued  the 
time  of  a  debate,  and  agreed,  for 
instance,  that  such  and  such  a  debate 
was  worth  eight  hours  and  another 
debato  only  worth  six  hours,  but  they 
had  no  hard andfast  Rule.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  aUow 
the  Rule  to  remain  a  sessional  order  and 
not  make  it  a  permanent  order. 


Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  said 
that  the  Amendment  was  one  of  the 
most  important  proposals  that  had  yet 
been  submitted  to  the  House.  [Hon. 
ygintgpft :  Divide,  Divide!]  Ought 
such  an  important  debate  to  be  brought 
to  a  conclusion  when  it  had  occupied 
only  fifty  minutes  ?  Only  four  speeches 
had  been  deUvered,  and  he  could  assure 
boo.  Members  that  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  unduly  prolonging  the 
discussion.  Supply  afforded  private 
Members  the  only  opportunity  they  had 
of  discussing  internal  or  external 
questions,  such  as  foreign  politics,  the 
war  in  South  Africa  or  the  situation  in 
China,  and,  therefore,  he  would  make 
no  apology  whatever  for  continuing  the 
di^ufision.  Under  the  Rule,  twenty 
days  were  given  for  the  discussion  of 
Supply,  plus  three  extra  days,  which, 
however,  would  only  be  provided  in  case  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  chose  to  put  them 
at  the  disposal  of  the  House.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  however,  no  less  than 
thirty-five  days  were  habitually  occupied 
in  (£scussing  various  items  of  supply, 
and  why,  therefore,  should  there  be  a 
pftteoee  that  only  twenty  days  would 
be  occupied  It  would  be  much  better 
to  get  rid  of  what  was  no  doubt  an 
automatic  Rule,  but  which,  more  or  less, 
was  nothing  lees  than  a  sham,  and  allot 


from  time  to  time  so  much  of  the  time 
of  the  House  as  the  Government  could 
afford  for  the  adequate  discussion  of 
Supply.  Something  like  £10,000,000  of 
Supply  was  on  an  average  taken  on  each 
day,  and  various  subjects  came  up  for 
discussion.  If  the  first  item  happened 
to  be  interesting,  it  occupied  the  attention 
of  Members  on  both  sides,  and  the 
whole  of  the  rest  of  the  Vote  remained 
undiscussed.  Surely  that  was  not  a 
very  desirable  state  of  things.  It  had 
been  truly  pointed  out  that  reductions 
were  moved  in  Supply,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  expenditure,  but  in 
order  to  call  attention  to  the  policy 
which  entailed  the  expenditure.  If  the 
present  proposal  were  compared  with  the 
proposal  of  last  session,  it  would  be  seen 
that  it  gave  some  better  protection  to 
the  private  Member,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  was  quite  certain  that  a  great 
number  of  votes  and  very  large  sums  of 
money  would  have  to  be  passed  without 
any  adequate  discussion  by  the  House 
by  means  of  the  guillotine.  That  might 
or  might  not  be  a  desirable  policy,  but  he 
maintained  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
pretence  whatever  about  it. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  that  the  Rule  under  discussion  was 

of  such  a  far-reaching  and  important 
character  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  every  section  of  the  House, 
and  certainly  the  section  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent,  should  be  heard 
in  regard  to  it.  No  section  in  the 
House  had  suffered  more  from  the 
operation  of  the  old  Rule,  when  it  was 
a  sessional  order,  than  the  section  which 
represented  Ireland.  He  believed  it 
was  absolutely  true  that  during  the 
past  five  }^ears  all  the  most  important 
votes  dealing  with  the  administration 
of  Ireland  had  been  closured  without 
any  discussion  whatever.  While  listen- 
ing to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  introduced  the  Amendment,  he 
thought  the  House  must  be  impressed 
by  the  fact  that  during  the  past  five 
years  Estimates  of  the  United  Kingdom 
to  the  extent  of  £340,000,000  had  been 
closured  without  any  discussion. 


Ill 


Adjournment  of 


{COMMONS} 


the  House, 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  discussion 
will  be  adjourned  until  Monday  next, 
and  I  only  do  so  on  the  remote  chance 
that  the  Budget  may  not  come  on. 
Hon.  Members  will  not  interpret  the 
fact,  if  the  Rules  stand  first  on  the 
Order  Paper  for  Monday,  that  the 
Budget  will  not  come  on  on  that  day^ 
I  beUeve  it  will. 

It  being  midnight,  the  debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  ^londay 
next.  % 


NEfF  BILL 


POOR  LAW  SUPERANNUATION  (IRE- 

LAND). 

Bill  to  provide  for  Superannuation 
Allowances  to  certain  Local  Officers  and 
Servants  in  Ireland,  and  for  Contribu- 
tions towards  such  Allowances  by  such 
Officers  and  Servants ;  and  to  make 
other  relative  provisions,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  0*Malley. 

POOR  LAW  SUPERANNUATION  (IRE 

LAND)  BILL. 

"To  provide  for  Superannuation 
Allowances  to  certain  Local  Officers  and 
Servants  in  Ireland,  and  for  Contribu. 


collected  by  the  Imperial  Officers;  (2) 
the  Quantities  or  Amounts  taxed;  (3) 
the  Gross  Receipts  derived  from  each 
Duty;  (4)  the  net  Receipts  and  Appro- 
priations thereof  in  the  year  ending  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1902;  and  (1)  the 
aggr^ate  Gross  Receipts  derived  from 
all  such  Duties,  Taxes,  or  Imposts  under 
the  principal  heads  of  Revenue ;  (2)  the 
aggregate  net  Receipts ;  (3)  the  Charges 
of  Collection ;  and  (4)  the  Produce,  after 
deducting  these  Charges,  in  each  of  the 
ten  years  ending  the  31st  day  of  March 
1902." 

**  And,  Notes  to  show  any  changes  in 
the  Taxes,  Duties,  and  Imposts  conse- 
quent upon  the  acceptance  of  the  Bud- 
get Proposals  of  1902  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Paper  No.  350  of  Session 
1901).5M^*-  Ooddard.) 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    T\AR— PEACE 
RUMOURS. 

On  the  Motion  for  the  Adjournment — 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
In  view  of  the  rumours  which  are  cur 
rent,  perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  say  wliether  there  is  any  news  from 
South  Africa. 

Mr.    a.    J.    BALFOUR:    I  am  ac- 


,         ,     A 11  1  1.    quamted  with  the  rumours  to  which  the 

tions  towards  such  Allowances  by  such     *         ,         ^      ^ 

^^  -   ^  ^  J    ,  ,       right  hon.  (ientleman  refers,  and  I  am 

Officers   and  Servants ;    and   to   make ,,,,,,. 

,    .  .  .       f.  *  J  I  glad  that  he  has  given  me  an  opportunity 

other    relative    provisions,       presented    ^,    ,.    .      .        ^f  .  ^  -^ 

of  dissipatmg  these  current  views,  for 

which  there  is  no  foundation.    We  have 


accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  150.] 


TAXES  AND  IMPOSTS. 
Return   ordered,   "showing   (1)    the 
lUtes  of    Duties,    Taxes,    or    Imposts 


no  information  at  all  from  South  Africa, 
nor,  in  the  nature  of  things,  could  there 
be  any  such  informatioii. 


Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock  till  Monday 
next. 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Mottdai/,  Wh  April,  1902. 


MARQUESS  OF  DUFFERIN  AND  AVA. 

Petition  of  Terence  John  Temple, 
Marquess  of  Dufferin  and  Ava,  Vis- 
count Clandeboye,  and  Baron  Dufferin 
and  Clandeboye,  claiming  a  right  to 
vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative 
Peers  for  Ireland;  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  consider  and 
report  thereupon  to  the  House. 


SAT  FIRST, 


v. 


THE  EARL  OF  MUNSTER 

Sat  first  in  Parhament  after  the  death 
of  his  brother. 

THE  LORD  BATEMAN 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death 
of  his  father. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


The  Lord  Chancellor'  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  ParUa- 
ments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that 
the  further  Standing  Orders  appUcable 
to  the  following  Bilb  have  been  com- 
plied with : — 
North  Warwickshire  Water. 
Brighton   and  Rottingdean  Seashore 

Electric  Tramroad. 
Fareham  Gas. 
Qay  Cross  Railway. 
Leicestershire  and  Warwickshire  Elec- 
tric Power. 
National  Telephone  Company  (King- 

ston-upon-Hull)   [h.l.]. 
National   Telephone  Company   (Man- 
chester Area)  [h.l.]. 
East  Worcestershire  Water. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
Table. 

WE-\RDALE  and  SHILDON  DISTRICT 
WATER  BILL  [u.l.]. 

Petition  for  additional  provision,  of 
the  Weardale  and  ShUdon  District 
Waterworks  Company;  together  with 
proposed  Amendments  and  clauses  an- 
nexed thereto;  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners. 

VOL  CVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

RUSTHALL  MANOR  BILL  [u.l.]. 

Reported]  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

DERBYSHIRE  AND  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the 
Bill  was  withdrawn.  The  Order  made 
on  the  20th  of  March  last  discharged, 
and  Bill  committed. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  CORPORA- 
TION TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.], 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  MIDLAND  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  [H.L.]. 

Committed.  The  Committees  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

NORTH-EAST  LONDON  RAILWAY 
(No.  1)  BILL  [H.L.], 

NORTH-EAST  LONDON  RAILWAY 
(No.  2)  BILL  [H.L.], 

PICCADILLY  AND  CITY  RAILWAY 
(No.  1)  BILL  [H.L.], 

PICCADILLY  AND  CITY  RAILWAY 
(No.  2)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee 
to  consolidate  the  Bills  into  one  Bill. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  CORPORA- 
TION  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  five  Lords  appointed  a 
Select  Committee  on  the  Lancashire 
County  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill  [h.l.], 
and  other  Bills,  do  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Corporation  Tram- 
ways Bill  [H.L.];  read,  and  agreed  to. 
All  Petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to 
be  heard  by  Counsel  against  the  Bill 
to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  Counsel 
for  the  Bill. 

SOUTH    SHIELDS,   SUNDERLAND,   AND 
DISTRICT  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.], 

EXETER    AND    DISTRICT    TRAMWAYS 

BILL  [h.l. ], 

MEXBOROUGH    AND    SWINTON  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  [h.l.], 

HASTIN(;S  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

LIMPSFIELD  AND  OXTED  WATER  5  \ 

BILL[h.l.], 
Read  2\ 

E 
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LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.], 

Read  3^  Amendments  made;  Bill 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

SADDLEWORTH,  SPRINGHEAD,  AND 
LEES  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Standing  Order  No.  92  considered 
(according  to  order)  and  dispensed  with, 
with  respect  to  a  Petition  of  the  County 
Council  of  Lancaster.  Leave  given  to 
present  the  said  Petition. 

CITY  OF  LONDON  (SPITALFIELDS 
MARKET)  BILL, 

COMMERCIAL  GAS  BILL, 

FURNESS  RAILWAY  (STEAM  VESSELS) 

BILL, 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER 

BILL, 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILW^AY  BILL, 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  (CRUMLIN 
VIADUCT)  BILL, 

HKJHAM  FERRERS  AND  RUSHDEN 
WATER  BOARD  BILL. 

KENT  ELECTRIC  POWDER  BILL, 

MANCHESTER    CORPORATION    TRAM- 
WAYS BILL, 

NEWCASTLE  -  i:P()N  -  TYNE  ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY  BILL, 

NOTTINGHAM    AND    RETFORD    RAIL 

W  AY  BILL, 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1", 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  following  Papers  having 
heen  commanded  to  be  presented  to  this 
House  by  His  Majesty,  had  been  so  pre- 
sented on  the  following  dates  by  delivery 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  pursuant 
to  Order  of  the  House  of  the  17tn  Febru- 
ary, 1896,  viz. : — 

CHARITY  COMMISSION. 

Forty-ninth  Report  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales. 
(March  22.) 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Despatch  by  Lord  Kitchener,  dated 
8th  February,  relative  to  military  opera- 
tions in  South  Africa  (in  continuation  of 
[Cd,  890]).     (March  24.) 


ARMY  (VOLUNTEERS). 
Increases  and  decreases.     (March  25.) 

COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 

No.  352.  Cocos  Islands  (Report  for 
1901).     (March  25.) 

EDUCATION. 

Regulation  for  evening  schools,  from 
Ist  August,  1902,  to  3l8t  July,  1903. 
(March  25.) 

LUNACY  (SCOTLAND). 

Forty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the 
General  Board  of  Commissioners  in 
Limacy  for  Scotland.     (March  26.) 

• 

METROPOLITAN  CATTLE  MARKET. 

Accoimt  of  moneys  received  and  paid 
by  the  Chamberlain  of  the  City  of 
London,  for  the  year  1901-1902  ;  also  an 
account  of  extraordinary  works  executed, 
other  than  general  repairs,  for  the  same 
period.     (March  26.) 

LOAN  FUND  BOARD  OF  IRELAND. 

Sixty -fourth  Annual  Report,  1901. 
(March  26.) 

COMMERCIAL,  Na  I  (1902). 

Correspondence  respecting  the  com- 
parative merits  of  British,  Belgian, 
and  American  Locomotives  in  Egypt, 
(April  3.) 

EXPLOSIVES. 

I.  (Explosion  ^  of    Nitro-Glycerine    at 

Messrs.      Nobel's     factory    at    Ardeer, 

Ayrshire)  —  Report      to      the      Right 

Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

the  Home  Department,  by  Captain  J. 

H.  Thomson,  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of 

Explosives,  on  the  circamstances  attend- 

)  ing    an     explosion    of     nitro-glycerine 

I  which     occurred   in    one  of   the    final 

,  washing-houses  of  the  factory  of  Nobel's 

'  Explosives  Company,  Limited,  at  Ardeer, 

I  near  Stevenston,   Ayi-shire,  on  the  9th 

January,  1902.     (March  26.) 

n.  (Explosion  at  Messrs.  Nobel's 
factory  at  Perranporth,  Cornwall) — 
Report  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment by  Major  A.  Cooper-Key,  His 
Majesty's  Inspector  of  Explosives,  on  the 
circumstances  attending  an  explosion  of 
partlv-manufactured  blasting  gelatine, 
which  occurred  on  the   16th  January,, 
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Beittrns, 


1902,  at  the  factory  of  Nobers  Ex- 
plosiyes  Company,  Limited,  at  Perran- 
porth,  Cornwall.    (April  3.) 


{U  April  1902}  Reports,  &^,  118 

CENSUS  OF  IRELAND. 

I.  Part  L~Vol.  II.  Province  of 
Munster  (County  of  Clare).    (April  9.) 

II.  Part  I.— Vol.  IV.  Province  of 
Connaught  (County  of  Leitrim).  (April 
9.) 


CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND) 

ACT,  1897. 

Fourth  Report  of  the  Congested 
Districts  (Scotland)  Board  to  the 
Secretary  for  Ssotland.    (April  4.) 

FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND). 

Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  being  for 
the  year  1901.  Part  I.  General  Report. 
(April  5). 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD 
(SCOTLAND). 

Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  Scotland,  1901. 
(AprU  5.) 

SHIPBUILDING. 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  arrears  of  shipbuilding. 
(April  9.) 

CABLE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
Report    of     the     Inter-Departmental  i  ^etweeen     the     Atlantic     and "  Pacific 
Committee   on   Cable   Communications.    Oceans.      Signed  at   Washington,    18th 

November,  1901.  [Ratifications  ex- 
changed at  Washington,  2l8t  February, 
1902.]    (March  25.) 

No.  7  (1902)— Treaty  between  the 
Um'ted  Kingdom  and  Belgium  for  the 
mutual  surrender  of  fugitive  criminals. 
Signed  at  Brussels,  29th  October,  1901. 

tRatifi cations  exchanged  at  Brussels,  6th 
)ecember,  1901.]    (April  3.) 

No.  8  (1902) — Agreement  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany 
relative  to  the  boundary  of  the  British 
and  German  spheres  of  interest  between 
Lakes  Nyasii  and  Tanganyika.  Signed 
at  Berhn,  23rd  February,  1901. 


PRESS  TELECiRAMS  (UNITED 
KINGDOM— NORWAY). 

Agreement  for  the  exchange  of  press 
telegrams,  'dated  the  24th  January-lst 
February,  1902,  between  the  General 
Post  Office  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the 
General  Post  Office  of  Norway.  (April 
10.) 

MINES  AND  QUARRIES. 

Reports  of  His  Majesty  *8  Inspectors  of 
Mines  and  Quarries  for  the  year  1901. 
(April  11.) 

TREATY  SERIES. 

No.  6  (1902)— Treaty  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States 
of  America  relative  to  the  establishment 
of     a     communication    by    ship    canal 


(April  9.) 

PRISONS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1877. 

Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Prisons  Commissioners  for  Scotland,  be- 
ing the  Sixty-third  Annual  Report  on 
Prisons  in  Scotland.     (April  9.) 

AGRICULTCRAL  STATISTICS 
(IRELAND). 

Return  of  the  prices  of  agricultural 
products  and  live  stock  for  the  year 
1901.     (April  9.) 

FACTORY  AND  W  ORKSHOP. 

Draft  supplementary  special  Rules  for 
the  manufacture  of  earthenware  and 
china  which  may  be  proposed  by  manu- 
facturers  giving  certain  undertakings  as 
to  the  use  of  lead,  etc.     (April  9.) 


IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION 
(PROCEEDINGS). 

L  Return  for  the  month  of  January 
1902.    (April  9.) 


No.  9  (1902) — Agreement  additional 
to  the  Convention  of  18th  December, 
18H8,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  Money 
Orders  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Belgium.  Signed  at  London,  5th  March, 
>  1902.  [Ratifications  exchanged  at 
London,  19th  March,  1902.]    (April  11.) 


TRADE  REPORTS. 

I.  Annual  Series — 
IL    Return  for  the  month  of  February  i      No.   2764.    France  (Havre).     (March 
1902.     (April  9.)  I  2G.) 

£  2 
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No.  2755.    United  States  (Baltimore). 

(April  3.) 
No.  2756.   Honduras.    (April  3.) 
No.  2757.   Servia.     (April  9.) 
No.  2758.  Germany  (Colonial  Estimates 

for  1902).     (April  9.) 
No.  2759.  United  States  (Charleston). 

(April  9.) 
No.   2760.    Greece  (Morea    and    the 

provinces  of  Acarnania  and  Actolia^. 

(April  10.) 
No.  2761.  Netherlands  (Amsterdam). 

(April  11.) 
No.  2762.     Austria-Hungary  (Trieste). 

(April  12.) 

II.  Miscellaneous  Series — 
No.    575.    Germany    (Iron   Trade   in 
1900  and  1901).    (AprU  11.) 

NATIONAL  GALLERY,  ETC.,  SCOT- 
LAND. 

Eighth  Annual  Report  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  by  the  Commissioners 
and  Trustees  of  the  Board  of  Manu- 
facturers in  Scotland  for  the  year  ending 
30th  September,  1901.    (April  11.) 

EGYPT,  No.  1  (1902). 

Reports  by  His  Majesty's  Agent  and 
Consul-General  on  the  finances,  adminis- 
tration, and  condition  of  Egypt  and  the 
Soudan  in  1901.     (April  11.) 

FISHERY  STATISTICS. 

Report  of  the  Inter-Departmental 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
system  of  collecting  fishery  statistics  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  to  report  how 
it  coidd  be  improved  and  extended, 
together  with  minutes  of  evidence. 
(AprU  11.) 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Report  from  Lieutenant-General  Lord 
Methuen  on  the  action  that  took  place 
near  Tweebosch  on  the  7th  March,  1 902. 
(April  11.) 

EDINBURGH  MUSEUM  OF  SCIENCE 

AND  ART. 

Report,  for  the  year  1901,  by  F.  Grant- 
Ogilvie,  Esq.     (April  11.) 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 

General  Report,  by  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  the  Southern  Division  of  Scotland 
for  the  year  1901.    (April  12.) 


The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

AGRARIAN  OFFENCES  (PROVINCES) 

IRELAND. 

Return  for  the  year  ended  3l8t 
December,  1901;  Presented  (by  Com- 
mand), and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES    (SCOTLAND)   ACT,    1889 

1.  Annual  Statistical  Report  by  the 
University  Court  of  the  University  of 
St.  Andrew's  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  for  the  year  1900-1901. 

2.  Abstract  of  Accounts  for  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  for  the  year 
ended  30th  September,  1901,  being  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  University  under  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  Act. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Order  in  Council  of  24th  March,  1902,. 
revoking  certain  Orders  in  Council 
approving  Regulations  relating  to  the 
lettering,  numbering,  and  registering 
of  British  sea-fishing  boats,  and  sub- 
stituting Regulations  in  lieu  thereof. 

PRISONS  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
(VISITING  COMMITTEES). 

Draft  rule  proposed  to  be  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  under  the  Prisons  Acta, 
1877  and  1898,  with  respect  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Visiting  Committee- 
of  Brixton  Prison. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCES  AND 
ANNUITIES. 

Account  of  all  moneys  received  on 
account  of  contracts  for  the  grant  of 
deferred  life  annuities,  and  for  payments 
on  death,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Acts  27th  and  28th  Victoria,  chap.  43. 
45th  and  46th  Victoria,  chap.  51,  and 
50th  and  Slst  Victoria,  chap.  40,  and  of 
the  disposal  thereof,  and  of  the  contracts 
made,  for  the  vear  ended  31st  December, . 
1901. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  (SPECIAL 
EXCEPTIONS  FROM  PROVISIONS 
RESPECTING  LIME  WASHING,  ETC) 

Order,  dated  26th  March,  1902,  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  in  pursuance  of  Section  1, 
Sub-section.   (4)    of    the    Factory    and 
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Workshop  Act,  1901,  granting  special  ex 
ceptions  from  the  provisions  respecting 
Hme  washing,  etc.,  in  the  case  of  electric 
generating  works  and  frame  dressing 
roomB  of  lace  factories  or  lace  warehouses 
under  certain  conditions. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS,  1853  TO   1891 
(CONDITIONAL  LICENCE). 

Licence  granted  by  His  Majesty  to 
Etita  Hudson,  a  convict  now  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permit- 
ting the  said  Eliza  Hudson  to  be  at  large 
on  condition  that  she  enter  the  Elizabeth 
Fry  Refuge,  Hackney,  E. 

LIFE  ASSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Statements  of  accounts,  and  of  life 
assurance  and  annuity  business,  and 
abstracts  of  actuarial  reports  deposited 
with  the  Board  of  Trade  under  Section 
10  of  the  **  Life  Assurance  Companies 
Act,  1870,'*  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1901. 

MUNiaPAL  CORPORATIONS. 

Charter  of  incorporation  of  the 
borough  of  Bexhill,  dated  7th  April, 
1902. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  5th  April, 
1902,  declaring  that  William  Soamrs, 
assistant  letter  carrier.  Post  OflSce,  was 
appointed  without  a  civil  service  certifi- 
cate through  inadvertence  on  the  part 
of  the  head  of  his  Department. 

GENERAL     PRISONS     (IRELAND)    ACT, 

1877. 

Order  in  Council  approving  of  Rules 
mftde  by  the  General  Prisons  Board  for 
the  government  of  ordinary  prisons  in 
Ireland. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

1.  Rules,  dated  Uth  March,  1902,  as 
to  proceedings  under  the  Purchase  of 
Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1889,  and  the 
Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act  (No.  2), 
1901. 

2.  Rule,  dated  14th  March,  1902,  as 
to  temporary  assistant  commissioners. 

INDL4  (LOANS  RAISED  IN  ENGLAND).  I 

Return  of  all  loans  raised  in  England  \ 
Qoder  the   provisions    of   any    Acts  of  I 
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Parliament  chargeable  on  the  revenues 
of  India  outstanding  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  half-year  ended  on  the  31st 
March,  1902,  with  the  rates  of  interest 
and  total  amount  payable  thereon,  etc. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  OF  OXFORD  AND  CAM- 
BRIDGE  ACT,  1877. 

I.  Statutes  made  by  the  Governing 
Body  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  on 
the  16th  day  of  December,  1901,  amend- 
ing Statutes  VII  and  IX  of  the  Statutes 
of  the  College. 

II.  Statute  made  by  the  Governing 
Body  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  on  the 
10th  day  of  December,  1901.  amending 
Statute  V  of  the  Statutes  of  the  College. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  37.) 


LONDON  WATER  BILL. 

Message  from  the  Commons  that  they 
have  ordered  that  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  them  to  join  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  to  consider  the 
London  Water  BiU  do  meet  the  Lords 
Committee  in  Committee  Room  A  this 
day  at  two  o'clock,  as  proposed  by  their 
Lordships. 

SHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING)  (No.  2) 
BILL  [ILL.]. 

A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  earlier  closing 
of  shops  was  presented  by  the  Lord 
Avebury ;  read  1%  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  38.) 

MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  I)  BILL. 

Read  2**  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitte<l  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  tomorrow. 

ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1*  ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2**  on 
Thursday  next.  —  {The  Lord  Hafflan.) 
(No.  39.) 

HouHe  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
niinntes  before  Five  o'clock, 
till  Tomorrow,  a  quarter  past 
Four  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Monday,  U/A  April,  1902. 

The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


BARKING  GAS  Bli^U 
Eead  the  third  time  and  passed. 

CENTRAL  ARGENTINE  AND  ROSARIO 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

MANCHESTER  AND  LIVERPOOL  ELEC- 
TRIC EXPRESS  RAILWAY  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered ;  clauses  added; 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  to  be  rec^l  the 
third  time. 

WEST  HAM  GAS  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

**For  conferring  further  powers  on 
the  London  United  Tramways  (1901), 
Limited,  for  constructing  tramways  and 
widening  and  altering  roads  in  the  coun- 
ties of  London,  Middlesex,  and  Surrey ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL, 

ELECTRIC  LI(;HTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

DUNDEE  CORPORATION  LIBRARIES 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION. 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Dundee 
Corporation  Libraries  (to   be  proceeded 


with  under  Section  7  of  the  Act),  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  the  Lord  Advocate 
and  Mr.  Sohcitor  Oeneral  for  Scotland. 

DUNDEE  CORPORATION  LIBRARIES 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

"To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  The  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  relating  to  Dundee 
Corporation  Libraries,'' presented  accord- 
ingly;  and,  under  62  and  63  Vic.,  c.  47, 
s.  7  (2),  ordered  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Cohen  and  Mr  John  Burns. 


PETITIONS. 


BEER  BILL. 

Petition  from  West  Ham,fin  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Crewe ; 
Dover ;  Oswestry  ;  New  Quay  (two) ; 
Glasgow;  Doncaster;  and  Llanelly;  to^ 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED 
WIFE'S  SISTER  BILL. 

!£  Petition   from  Lichfield,   against ;    ta 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PLUMBERS'  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Limerick,  in  favour ;  to 
he  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC-HOUSES  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING> 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1887)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Coatbridge ; 
Selkirk;  and  Wishaw;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RATING  OF  LAND  VALUES. 

Petition  from  Maidenhead,  for  legisla- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATINC;  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  From  Dover ;  Shank- 
Un;  Battersea;  and  Maidenhead;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 
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ROMAN  CATHOLIC  UNIVERSITY  IN 

IREIAND. 

Petition  from  Hawick,  against  estab- 
lishment ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Doncaster,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  PROSECUTIONS  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


INQL^RY  INTO  CHARITIES  (COUNTY 
OF  LANCASTER). 

Return  [presented  11th  April]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  137.] 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (ROYAL  COM- 
MISSION). 

€k>py  presented,  of  final  Report,  so  far 
as  relates  to  Scotland,  of  His  Majesty's 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inouire  into 
the  subject  of  Local  Taxation  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LOCAL  TAXATION  (ROYAL  COM- 
MISSION). 5 

Copy  presented,  of  final  Report,  so  far 
as  relates  to  Ireland,  of  His  Majesty's 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  subject  of  Local  Taxation  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  (INCOR- 
PORATION OF  BEXHILL). 

Copy  presented,  of  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration of  the  Borough  of  Bexhill, 
dated  7th  April,  1902  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

COAL  EXPORTS,  ETC. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  20th  January  —  Mr,  Dmid 
Thanyu];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  138.] 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Rettirn  of  Evictions 
in  Ireland  for  the  quarter  ended  31st 
December,  1901  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


UNIVERSITIES  OP  OXFORD  AND  CAM- 
BRIDGE ACT,  1877  (CAMBRIDGE). 

Copv  presented,  of  Statutes  made  by 
the  Groveming  Body  of  Jesus  College, 
Cambridge,  on  16th  December,  1901, 
amending  Statutes  VII  and  IX  of  the 
statutes  of  that  college  [by  Act] ;  to  he 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  139.] 

UNIVERSITIES  OF  OXFORD  AND  CAM- 
BRIDGE ACT,  1877  (OXFORD). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statutes  made  by 
the  G<)verning  Body  of  Balliol  College, 
Oxford,  on  10th  December,  1901,  amend- 
ing Statute  y  of  the  statutes  of  that 
college  [by  Act] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.    [No.  140.] 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  (1902-3). 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Statement  of 
Revenue  and  Expenditure  as  laid  before 
the  House  bv  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  when  opening  the  Budget.'* 
— {Mr,  ChaTicellar  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  he 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  141.] 

IMPERIAL'REVENUE  (COLLECTION  AND 
EXPENDITURE)  (GREAT  BRITAIN  AND 
IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  **  relating  to  Imperial 
Revenue  (Collection  and  Expenditure) 
(Great  Britain  and  Ireland),  for  the  year 
ending  31st  day  of  March,  1902  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper 
No.  91  of  Session  1901."— 3/r.  Joseph 
A.  Pease.) 


(3.35.)     QUESTIONS. 


Sonth  African  War— Peace  Negotiations. 

Sir    H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

(Stirling  Burghs) :    I    beg    to  ask   the 

'  right     hon.    Gentleman    whether     any 

\  communications,  with  a  view  to  peace, 

,  have  been  received  from  the  Boer  leaders 

by  the  authorities  in  South  Africa,  and 

whether    the    Government     have    any 

statement  to  make  as  to  their  nature. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible 
for    us    to    go  farther  at  the   present 
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moment  than  to  say  that  a  message  from 
the  Boer  leaders  was  communicated  to 
us  by  Lord  Kitchener  on  Saturday,  that 
a  reply  has  been  sent  to  it,  and  that  we 
are  expecting  a  further  communication. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  would  further  beg  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether,  in  view  of  the 
uncertainties  of  the  situation,  and  the 
strong  hope  of  peace,  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  defer  the  making  of  any  statement 
as  to  financial  proposab  which  might  have 
the  effect  of  adding  to  the  public  burdens, 
and  which  in  their  nature  must  necessarily 
depend,  to  a  great  extent,  on  the  results 
of  the  present  events. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX. 
CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  do  not  think  that  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  one  which  can  be  complied  with,  for 
reasons  which  I  shall  explain  when  I 
make  my  statement. 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony— Case  of 
Mr.  Cartwright. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Montrose 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  Mr.  Albert 
Cartwright,  now  undergoing  a  sentence  of 
imprisonment  in  Cape  Colony  under 
martial  law,  has  applied  to  the  Military 
authorities  for  permission,  after  the  expiry 
of  his  term  of  imprisonment  on  22  nd 
April,  to  leave  the  Colony  for  England ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  stated  in  his 
application  that  he  made  it  partly  on 
grounds  of  health  and  partly  on  the 
necessity  of  earning  a  livelihood,  for 
which  he  saw  no  opening  in  the  Colony ; 
and  whether  he  has  been  informed  that 
he  will  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  England. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  Mr.  Cart- 
wright  appUed  for  permission  to  proceed 
to  England,  but  the  authorities  in  South 
Africa  did  not  consider  it  desirable  to 
grant  it.  His  views,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  probably  aware,  are 
strongly  anti-British,  and  it  was  not 
deemed  desirable  by  the  authorities  in 
South  Africa  to  increase  the  number  of 
persons  in  this  country  who  disseminate 
anti-British  propaganda. 


Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY:  Are  we  to 
understand  from  the  noble  Lord  that 
these  tribunals  administering  martial 
law  not  only  have  the  right  of  exclud- 
ing militant  Dutchmen  from  South 
Africa  but  also  of  banishing  Englishmen 
from  England  ? 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  have  given  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  answer  my 
right  hon.  friend  would  have  given  if  he 
had  been  able  to  be  in  his  place.  He  is 
suffering  from  a  chill  in  the  throat 
which  prevents  him  being  here  to  answer 
Questions.  At  the  same  time  I  may  say 
that  the  answer  I  have  given  has  my 
right  hon.  friend's  entire  concurrence. 

Mr,  JOHN  MORLEY :  I  am  very 
sorry  to  hear  the  cause  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  absence.  I  shall  put  the 
Question  in  another  form. 

Imprisonment  of  Boer  Suspects. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware 
that  letters  have  been  received  in  this 
country  from  Mr.  D.  I.  De  Wet,  written 
from  the  military  camp,  Matjesfontein, 
showing  that  he  is  imprisoned  there,  and 
that  he  states  in  one.  dated  11th  Feb- 
ruary, 1902,  that  in  another  five  days  it 
would  be  five  months  since  he  had  been 
away  and  placed  in  that  camp ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Du  Plessis  was 
deported  last  summer  to  Port  Alfred ; 
and,  seeing  that  these  Gentlemen  are 
British  subjects,  and  were  peace  delegates 
to  England  from  the  Graaf  Reinet  Con- 
gress, whether  he  can  state  the  reason 
of  their  confinement,  and  whether  they 
have  been  tried  for  any  offence. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  Mr.  D.  I.  De  Wet 
has  been  detaine<l  in  the  military  camp 
at  Matjesfontein  since  18th  September 
for  using  seditious  language  and  for 
furnishing  rebels  with  information.  Mr. 
P.  L.  Du  Plessis  was  ordered  to  reside  at 
Port  Alfred  in  July  last  for  omitting  to 
report  that  rebellion  was  brewing  in  his 
ward ;  he  admitted  ha\'ing  used  his  influ- 
ence against  the  formation  of  the  district 
mounted  troops.  It  appears  that  my 
reference  to  South  Africa  on  this  Question 
was  previously  misunderstood,  and  that 
the  answer  that  these  persons  had  not 
been  interfered   with    had  reference   to 
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their  mission  to  England.  The  offences  I  as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
mentioned  above  were  subsequent  to  their  :  whether,  seeing  that  the  Post  Office 
return  and  caused  action  to  be  taken.  {  Circular  of  the  18th  March  last  con- 
tained a  notice  to  telegraphists  inviting 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS :  Have  the  |  applications  for  vacancies  in  the  postal 
charges  on  which  thev  are  imprisoned  I  service  of  the  Transvaal  Colony,  he  will 
been  commimicated  to  them,  because  their  '  explain  why,  with  this  circular,  a  notice 
letters  say  they  are  not  aware  of  them  1     |  was  posted  in  the  Telegraph  Department 

of  the   Glasgow  Post   Office  intimating 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  do  not  know  what  ■  that  the  circular  notice  did  not  apply  to 
Miay  have  been  stated  in  letters.  !  ^he  Glasgow  Office  ;   whether  the  Post- 

%t      T>T>Ar^^  T^/-.r.T.^T»rr.ci      mi.      •  I  iR^ster    General   is   aware    that     many 

Mr,  BRYN  ROBERTS :    That  is  not   telegraphists  at  Glasgow  are  anxious  to 
my  Question.     I  ask  whether  the  charges  i  ^^^  ^^^  Transvaal  service,  and   what  is 
on  which  these  gentlemen  are  impnsoned    ^^^  ^.^^^  for  their  being  debarred  from 
have  been  communicated  to  them,  and  I ;  applying  for  vacancies, 
ask  this  because  they  themselves  say  they  |    ^*^  -^  ^^ 

do  not  know  the  chartres.  i 

I     Thb  financial  secretary  to 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  cannot  say.  \  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 

lain,  Worcestershire,   K):    The    notice 


Mr,  BRYN  ROBERTS :  I  must  further 
ask  the  noble  Lord  whether,  seeing  that 


intimating  that   the  circular  notice  in 
question    did  not  apply  to  the  Glasgow 


these  gentlemen  are  men  of  consideration  .  Office  was  posted  because,  as  stated  in 
— [Laughter] — certainly  as  worthy  of  con- 1  the  House  last  Tuesday,  so  many  officers 
sideration  as  any  Member  sitting  on  the '  from  the  Glasgow  Office  have  gone  to 
opposite  side  of  this  House — whether  he  ^  South  Africa  in  diflFerent  capacities  that 
will  make  inquiries  whether  they  have  |  the  exigencies  of  the  service  rendered  it 
been  furnished  with  the  charges  against  i  impossible  to  allow  more  to  go  at 
^facm.  present. 

Lord  STANLEY^ :  No,  Sir.     Mv  right        ,^^.  ,-.1  v*     4.*i.t.-    * 

hon.   friend   has   implicit  confidence  ^ in  ,       Bntish  Telj^phists  at  the  Front 
Lord  Kitchener's  discretion,  and  is  not '      Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.)^^: 
prepared  to  interfere  with  it.  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

War  whether  it   has    been   brought  to 
Medical  Ck>mfort8  for  the  Boers.  ,  his     notice      that     forty-two     British 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.,  N.) :  I  beg  telegraphists  volunteered  for  service 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  "^^^  the  Royal  Engineers  4n  May,  1900, 
whether  General  Delarey  made  a  request  ^^^  a  period  of  twelve  months  or  till  the 
of  Lord  Kitchener,  either  immediately  i  end  of  the  war,  in  answer  to  the  call  for 
before  or  shortly  after  the  release  of  Lord  recruits  for  the  24th  Middlesex  Field 
Methuen,  to  allow  medicines  and  bandages  Army  Post  Office ;  and  seeing  that  while 
to  be  forwarded  through  the  British  lines  other  Volunteers  have  been  allowed  to 
by  friends  of  the  Boers  ;  and,  if  so,  return,  these  men  are  not  being  relieved, 
whether  he  can  state  what  was  Lord  '  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  either 
Kitchener's  reply  to  that  re<juest.  relieve  these    men  or  reward  them  for 

Lord  STANLEY :    I   have  no  infor- 1  '^'"  P^'«°««i  ««^^<=«  ''^  S«»*h  '■^"<»- 
mation  as  to  the  request  alluded  to. 

.,       i^TAn^Tx-       T  ,.         J  Lord  STANLEY:  My  attention  has 

Mr.    FL^T^N  :     1    gave    three    days ,  ^ee^    j^awn   to   the  case  of  these  men. 

notice.     Has  the  noble  Lord  applied  for   p^^^^y  ^^^^  ^as   been  made  to  reUeve 

information]  I  ^j^^^^    ^^^    ^^^^    ^    ^^^  increase  in 

Lord  STANLEY :  No,  Sir.  the  number  of  telegraphists  required  in 

I  South   Africa,    it    has    been   found  im- 
OImcow  Postal  Volnnteers  for  Active      possible  to  spare  them  so  far.    I  must 

Service.  i  remind     the    hon.    Member    that  they 

Mr.  BAIRD  (Glasgow,  Central) :  I '  are  in  receipt  of  full  civil  salary  in 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  i  addition  to  their  military  pay. 
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Captain  NORTON:  Seeing  that 
these  men  have  been  treated  differently 
from  other  men  will  they  receive  any 
special  reward  for  this  prolonged  service? 

Lord  STANLEY:  No,  Sir- 
Highland  Begiments— Jackets  and  Kilts. 

Mr.  NICOL  (Argyllshire):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  discontinue 
the  issue  of  the  white  jacket  to  the 
Highland  Regiments  and  to  restrict  the 
use  of  the  kilt. 

Lord  STANLEY  •  As  regards  the  kilt 
I  must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
reply  given  in  the  House  on  Friday  last.t 
The  retention  of  the  white  jacket  is 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  regulation  prohibiting 
the  use  of  the  kilt  by  Highland  regi- 
ments has  the  sanction  of  Lord  Roberts. 

Lord  STANLEY :  The  kilt  is  not  pro- 
hibited. 

Mr.  weir  :  Where  can  a  copy  of  the 
new  regulation  be  seen  7  Can  it  be 
furnished  to  the  House  1 

Lord  STANLEY  :  The  kilt  is  not  pro- 
hibited. 

Mr.  weir  :*  I  understand  that  a  new 
regulation  has  been  issued.  Has  it  been 
approved  by  Lord  Roberts,  and  where 
can  it  be  seen  1 

Lord  STANLEY  did  not  reply. 

Mr.  weir  :  May  I  press  for  an 
answer  1 

*  Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Member  had  better  give  notice  of 
the  Question  in  the  usual  way. 

Bemounts— Depdts  in  Canada. 

Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Stow- 
raarket):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether  he 
can   now  state  what  answer   has   been 


t  See  page  13  of  thb  voluuie. 


returned  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  and 
the  North- West  Province  of  Canada  in 
reply  to  their  application  that  Govern- 
ment remount  dep6ts  may  be  established 
in  those  provinces. 

Lord  STANLEY :  No  such  applica- 
tions have  been  received  at  the  War 
Office. 

Mr.  MALCOLM:  Do  I  understand 
that  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  has 
any  such  application  been  received  from 
Canada  1 

Lord  STANLEY:  Not  from  the 
Government. 

Canned  Provision  Ck>ntract8. 
Mr.  MALCOLM:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office, 
whether  he  can  state  the  numbers  of 
canned  provision  contracts  for  the  Field 
Force  in  South  Africa  held  respectively 
by  Canadian  and  American  firms. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  Fifty-one  Canadian 
and  a  hundred  and  one  American  con- 
tracts have  been  made  since  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  war. 

Mr.  MALCOLM :  When  was  the  last 
contract  made  1 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  think  some  are 
being  made  at  the  present  moment,  but 
I  will  inquire. 

Anti-Tsrphoid  Inoculation. 
Captain  NORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 
state  whether  the  report  on  the  results 
of  anti-typhoid  inoculation  has  been 
received  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  whether 
it  shows  a  diminution  in  mortality  in 
the  inoculated  attacked  by  the  disease 
as  compared  with  the  uninoculated ; 
whether  it  shows  a  diminished  evidence 
of  the  disease  in  inoculated;  and 
whether  the  full  report  will  now  be  laid 
upon  the  Table. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  report  haa 
been  received.  It  deals  with  only  4,138 
cases  and  the  aggregate  results  show  a 
mortality  of  8.2  per  cent,  in  inoculated 
persons  as  against  15.1  per  cent,  in 
uninoculated.    The  report,  however,  does 
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not  appear  suflSciently  conclusive  in 
iuelf,  and  it  seems  expedient  to  obtain 
further  statistics  from  the  Admission 
and  Discharge  Beoks  before  publish- 
ing it. 

Captain  NORTON  :  The  noble  Lord 
has  not  answered  the  last  paragraph  of 
the  Question. 

Lord  STANLEY :  No,  Sir,  it  wiU  not 
be  laid. 

Army  Oanteen  Cknninittee. 
Captain  NORTON :  I  b^  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 
state  how  many  officers  of  the  infantry 
of  the  line  are  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Army  Canteen  business,  and  how  many 
members  of  this  Committee  were  at  one 
time  members  of  the  Canteen  and  Mess 
Co-operative  Society ;  whether  there  is 
any  intention  upon  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  taking  over  the  above- 
mentioned  society  as  the  nucleus  of  a 
future  general  scheme  of  Army  Canteen 
Co-operative  Supply;  and  whether, 
in  the  event  of  it  being  decided  to 
establish  a  society  for  the  supply 
of  the  troop,  he  will  consider  the 
adTisability  of  it  being  started  as  a  new 
concern  after  a  Committee  of  the  leading 
commercial  men  in  the  country,  and 
officers  of  the  longest  and  widest  experi- 
ence in  Army  canteen  management 
have  carefully  considered  the  matter  in 
all  ix&  aspects. 

Lord  STANLEY:  This  Committee 
is  composed  as  follows — 

Earl  Grev,  President, 

Major  -  General   Eaton,     Grenadier 

Guards. 
Colonel  Bridge,  Army  Service  Corps. 
Colonel     Lambert,      2nd    Dragoon 

Guards. 
Major  Stopford,  Irish  Guards. 
Captain  Boehmer,  late  East  Surrey 

Regiment- 
(.Jeorge  Harwood,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Colonel  Barrington    Foote,  R.A., 
Secretary. 

Major  Stopford  served  previously  in  the 
I>crby  Regiment  for  eighteen  years. 
None  of  the  above-mentioned  are 
meml>er8  of  the  Canteen  and  Mess  Co- 
operative    Society    or    have    had    any  i 


financial  interest  in  it.  Colonel  Bridge 
served  at  one  time  on  the  Society's 
Committee  of  management  which  is  un- 
paid. I  am  not  prepared  at  present, 
pending  the  receipt  of  the  Committee's 
Report,  to  discuss  the  other  points  raised 
in  the  Question. 

Captain  NORTON:  Then  am  I  to 
understand  that  there  is  only  one  infantry 
of  the  line  officer  represented  in  the 
entire  Committee  1 

Lord  STANLEY  :  U  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man looks  at  the  list  he  will  find  he  is 
entirely  wrong.  The  Grenadier  Guards 
is  an  infantry  regiment. 

Captain  NORTON  :  Of  the  line  1 

Lord  STANLEY:  Then  there  is 
Captain  Beecher,  late  of  the  East  Surrey 
regiment,  and  Major  Stopford  of  the 
Irish  Guards  who  previously  served  for 
eighteen  years  in  the  Derbyshire  regiment 
and  may  well  be  considered  to  represent 
the  infantry  of  the  line. 

Captain  NORTON:  Still  am  I  not 
right  in  my  contention  that  there  is  only 
one  officer  belonging  to  the  infantry  of 
the  line  on  the  Committee  1 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Onier,  order! 

Waltham  Royal  Guipowder  Factory. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Epp- 
ing):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  he  is  aware  that  the 
chargemen  and  workmen  at  the  Royal 
Gunpowder  Factory  at  Waltham  have  to 
strip  and  hang  up  their  clothes  together, 
and  thus  render  it  possible  for  a  man 
coming  in  on  a  later  shift  to  plant  a 
match  in  some  person's  pocket,  either 
for  spite,  or  in  order  to  get  rid  of  an 
incriminating  match  brought  in  by 
accident ;  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  a  thing 
in  future  by  providing  each  man  with  a 
locker  or  chest  with  a  padlock  attached ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
possibiUty  of  making  some  compensation 
to  persons  discharged  through  mistakes 
of  this  kind  by  finding  them  employment 
in  a  Government  factory  where  their 
services  would  count,  or  by  the  gratuity 
usually  given  to  discharged  persons  on 
reduction  of  staff. 
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Lord  STANLEY :  As  men  are  not  i  discharged  from  the  Ordnance  Factories, 
searched  for  matches  when  going  out, '  No  guarantee  has  been  given  by  the 
it  is  not  apparent  what  object  would  be  Government,  but,  in  accordance  with 
gained  by  the  transfer  of  matches  sug-   settled  policy,  a  portion  of  the  work  is 


gested.    The  provision  of  chests  would 


necessitate  a  considerable  increase  in  the 

size  of  the  shifting  rooms  which  I  am 

not    prepared     to     undertake.       Men  ,  power  of  production. 

discharged  for  coming  to  work  in  danger 

areas  with  matches  are  not  blackUsted, 

so  that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  their 

obtaining  suitable  employment  elsewhere, 

but  I  cannot  consent  to  find  employment 

for  persons  discharged  for  a  breach  of 

the  regulations. 


always  given  to  the  trade.     It  is  not 


desirable    to     continue     working     the 
Ordnance     Factories    to    their    fullest 


Colonel    LOCKWOOD  :     WiU     the 
noble  Lord  give  me  an  interview  on  this 


Woolwich  Factories-^Sales  of  Ashes. 

Mr.  CAINE  (Cornwall,  Camborne) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  will  explain  why 
ashes  from  the  brass  foundry  and 
rolling  mills  of  the  Royal  Laboratory 
and  other  factories  at  Woolwich  are  sold 
at  £6  2s.  6d.  per  ton  ;  will  he  state  what 
are  the  component  parts  of  such  ashes 


matter  ?  ,  which  give  them  so  high  a  value  ;  and 

will  he  cause  such  changes  to  be  made 


Lord  STANLEY:   Certainly. 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Bedaction  of 
Worldng  Staff. 

Mr.  ROBSON  (South  Shields) :  I  beg 


in  the  processes  producing  the  ashes  as 
will  prevent  such  waste  for  the  future. 

Lord    STANLEY:    the    ashes     are 
being  sold  at  £6  Is.  6d.  and  £7  7s.  6d.  a 


to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  ^qq  xhey  contain  some  splashes  of 
whether  he  is  aware  that  although  there  ;  metal,  the  larger  of  which  are  recovered, 
have  been  over  1,000  dismissals  and  j  it  would  be  expensive  to  pick  it  all  out 
suspensions  of  workmen  at  Woolwich  and  reduce  it.  There  is  no  waste,  as 
Arsenal  recently,  there  has  been  no  !  thpre  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
reduction  in  the  numbers  of  the  foremen  fair  value  of  the  stuff  is  obtained, 
or  of  the  official  staff  generally ;    and 

whether  he  will   state     what   steps  he       mr.  CAINE :  Is  the  noble  Lord  aware 
proposes  to    take    in    this   matter.       I    that  in  every  ton  there  is  at  least  2  cwt. 
beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State    of  brass  waste  1 
for  War,  whether,  while   reductions  are 

being    made  in  the   working  staff    at '     [No  answer  was  returned.] 
Woolwich   Arsenal,   and  plant  there  is 

<x)n8equently    standing    idle,   increasing  1   Pewsey  Boads— Damage  by  War  Office 
quantities  of  Government  work  are  being  ,  Contractors, 

given  to  private  contractors;  and;  Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
whether,  in  order  to  induce  such  Wiltshire,  Cricklade) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
contractors  to  tender  for  the  work,  the  ,  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  his 
Government  has  given  them  guarantees  attention  has  been  called  to  a  statement 
or  promises  of  future  employment  of  made  by  the  district  surveyor  of  the 
their  plant  for  some  years  to  come.  Pewsey  (Wiltshire)   District  Council  on 

I  the  24th  of  March  at  a  meeting  of  that 
Lord  STANLEY  :  In  reply  to  the  first !  council,  viz.,  that  it  cost  £3,152  in  the 
Question,  I  am  aware  of  the  facts  i  district  to  repair  the  damage  done  by 
stated,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  take  any  i  the  contractors  to  the  War  Office  to  the 
steps  in  the  matter.  In  reply  to  the  i  roads  of  the  district ;  that  this  expense 
second  Question,  during  the  recent  |  could  have  been  almost  entirely  saved 
pressure  increased  quantities  of  work  had  the  War  OflSce  specified  that  all 
were  given  to  the  Ordnance  Factories,  material  should  be  conveyed  to  the 
who,  therefore,  took  on  extra  men,  and  nearest  railway  station  to  Bulford  Camp, 
to  contractors.  As  the  work  has  now  i  viz.,  Porton  or  Grately,  instead  of  to 
diminished  less  work  is  being  given  to  Ludgershall,  which  was  several  miles 
both,   and    the   extra    men   are    being    from  the  camp,  and  that  had  this  been 
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done    £500   would  have    covered    the  \  Naval  Oojd  Supplies  in  the 

damage  ;  and  will  he  explain  why  the  '  ^      Mediterranean, 

arrangement  was  made  to  deliver  the  |  Mr.  NORMAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
matehald  at  Ludgershall  instead  of  at  i  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  a 
the  nearest  station,  and  if  the  War  letter  was  received  by  the  Admiralty 
Office  has  accepted  liability  for  the  above  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
sum  of  £3,152  or  part  of  it,  as  damages  Mediterranean  Station,  covering  a  letter 
for  extraordinary  traflfic.  addressed  to  him  by  his  second  in  com- 

t  cm » x^T  T? V       rrit  r '  niaud,   in    which    the    latter  expressed 

.b^^  STANLEY:  The  sum  of  anxiety  at  the  shortage  of  coal  in  the 
£2.042  has  been  paid  to  the  Pewsey  Mediterranean;  whether  this  shortage 
IhBtnct  Council  in  respect  of  damage  to  ^^^^^^  ,  j^  ^j^o  was  the  official  re- 
roads  of  the  district  aUeged  to  have  been  sponsible  for  it,  and  what  steps  have 
caused  by  extraordinary  military  traffic,  ^een  taken  to  remedy  it 
and  a  further  claim  is  at  present,  under  i  ' 

consideration.  It  is  not  usual  to  specify  ,^^  .  t>xt/^t  t^  T^i-.r»onrr.T>  t  .i 
*  ,«trticular  route  by  which  a  contmctor  .  ^B.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  In  the 
shaU  bring  his  goods  to  the  site  of  a  pro-  OP'^^^"  ?*  ^•'^  Board  of  Admiralty,  all 
p.sed  work,  and  no  particular  route  was  i  communications  received  from  Com- 
rp<.>cified  in  this  case.  The  contractor  manders-m-Chiof  must  be  regarded  as 
^  subject  to  heavy  time  penalties,  and  ,  absolutely  confidential.  I  am  not,  there- 
doubtless  chose  the  route  most  convenient  fore,  prepared  to  make  any  statement  as 
and  most  expeditious  under  the  »?.''»«  ''on»«'»t«  «[  «>ni'^?n»catio'»8  «f 
ciroumstancee.  'J"«  character     The   Admiralty   desire, 

,     ,  ^^    ,     „       .3       :,  -^      .         however,  to  afford   the   House  all   m- 
Si^S^  I  formation  in  respect  of  the  coal  supply 

Mr.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  S) :  ^  '*'«,  ^^^[  ^^ich  can  be  given  con- 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  «stently  with  the  interests  of  the  public 
Admiralty  whether  his  attention  has  «f^!f-  ^^^^  stock  of  coal  in  the 
been  called  to  a  statement  by  Rear  Mediterranean-including  in  that  tern 
Admiral  Lord  Charles  Beresfoid  that  the   ^^^  "'"^'■^°*  «"PP'y  *«  t^^  Fleet  and  the 

fleft  is  not  properly  oi^nised  and  |  ^?«!^V^?^  ^"^^  ''•*'^°-^''*'^''/ *^^ 
prepared  for  war,  and  is  therefore  unable  1  Admiralty  in  communication  with  the 
To  Vet  immediately  if  caUed  upon  ; '  Commander  m  Chief,  and  there  has  been 
whether  this  statement  is  consistent  with  7  shortage  from  the  authorised 
Admiralty  regulations;  and  whether  he  I  ".^^^^^  \">'°  7*^''.'  J'^""  ^f^'y.'" 
has    token    or    proposes   to   toke    any  ^^?.^  i^«  Admiralty,  in  communication 

action  in  consequence  of  it.  ,  T'**"  ^^^  *'**'''"  'T^.^  responsible  for 

^  ,  the  maintenance  of  the  supply,  namely 

The  SECRETARY  to    the  ADMIR- '  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Admiral 

ALTY    (Mr.   Arnold-Forster,    Belfast,    Superintendent  at  Malta,  decided  that 

W.):     The  attention    of  the   Admiralty    the   authorised    Reserve   was   becoming 

has  been  called  to  the  statement  referred   insufficient  owing  to  the  increase  in  the 

to,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  false  <  size   and   I.H.P.   of  the   Mediterranean 

impression  may  be  created   by  it      The    Fleet.     An  increase  was  approved  on  the 

Fleet  in  case  of  warcould  act  immediately.    5th  February,  and  since  that   time  the 

There  is  not,  and  never  can   be,  finality    stock    has    been    steadily    and    greatly 

in  organisation  for  war.    The  improve-  -  augmented,  and  a   new  standard  fixed. 

meat  and  perfecting  of  that  organisation    An  increase  of  the  stock,  however,  is  no 

continuously  occupies   the  attention  of    simple    matter.      Coal,   if    long   stored, 

the    Admiralty,     and     is     the     special    deteriorates   rapidly,    especially    if     not 

nsponsibility  and  main  function  of  the    under  cover,  and  it  cannot  be  stacked 

Senior   Naval    Lord     The   interests    of  i  more  than  a  certain  height  without  risk 

discipline    do    not    require      that      the    of  combustion^    for  which   reasons,   the 

discretion  of  officers  on  half-pay  should    Admiralty   two    years    ago    decided   to 

he    reflated   to   the  extent    which    is    adopt  patent  fuel  largely  for  part  of  these 

necessary  in  the  case    of    officers    on    reserves ;     moreover,   neither  coal    nor 

Active   Service,    who  come  under    the    patent  fuel   can    be   advantageously  or 

Naval  Disciphne  Act.  ;  economically    stacked    except    in     close 
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proximity  to  deep  water.  Much  addi- 
tional storage  ground  has  had,  therefore, 
to  be  acquired  or  created  at  Malta  and 
Gibraltar.  This  has  been  continuously 
<ione  since  the  autumn  of  1899,  with  the 
result  that  the  stock  has  been  greatly 
increased,  and  full  provision  was  made 
in  the  Naval  WofIk  Loan  Act  of  1901, 
in  respect  of  any  further  requirements 
of  storage  ground,  and  all  accessories. 

Mr.  NORMAN  :  Arising  out  of  that 
answer,  Sir,  will  the  hon.  Gentleman  say 
whether,  when  such  confidential  state- 
ments have  been  made  in  responsible 
quarters,  the  Admiralty  think  it  desir- 
able to  take  action  upon  them  or  not  ] 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  That 
depends  entirely  on  the  nature  of  the 
communication. 

Mr.  NORMAN:  I  meant  the  state- 
ment in  my  Question. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  Whether 
it  is  the  statement  referred  to  in  the 
Question  or  not,  the  same  answer  applies. 
The  action  of  the  Admiralty  depends  on 
the  nature  of  the  communication  and 
the  authority  of  the  person  making  it. 

Mr.  NORMAN  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  answered  my  first  supplementary 
Question,  whether  the  Admiralty  propose 
to  take  any  action  in  this  specific  case 
in  consequence  of  this  particular  charge. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  Action 
was  taken,  not  in  consequence  of  the 
statement,  but  prior  to  it.  The  results 
are  now  being  seen. 


every  facility  will  be  given  to  hon.  Mem- 
I  bers  desiring  to  visit  His  Majesty's  ships 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Coronation  review. 
If  a  sufficient  number  of  Members  desire 
to  visit  any  special  ship  or  ships, 
arrangements  will  be  made  for  their 
convenience,  and  I  shall  be  glad  if  hon. 
Members  will  communicate  with  me  in 
respect  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  lough  :  Is  it  not  possible  to 
make  arrangements  for  visiting  foreign 
ships  1 

Mr,  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  I  do  not 
think  the  Admiralty  could  undertake 
that  responsibility. 

Maximite. 

Mr.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  any  report  has  been  made  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  as  to  the  new 
explosive  called  Maximite ;  if  so,  can  he 
give  the  results  i^eported,  and  state 
whether  the  Admiralty  have  acquired 
the  right  to  use  it. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  Reports 
have  been  received  of  the  results  of 
experiments  carried  out  in  America. 
They  have  been  referred  to  the  Expla^ves 
Committee,  who  are  carrying  out  experi- 
ments with  various  high  explosives,  the 
results  of  which  are  not  published. 

Coal  for  the  Navy— Experiments  with 
Mixed  Cosus. 


Coronation  Naval  Beview— Members' 
Visits  to  War  Ships. 

Mr.  lough  (IsUngton,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  will  arrange,  on  the  day 
previous  to  or  succeeding  the  proposed 
Naval  Review  at  Spithead,  in  connection 
with  the  Coronation,  for  such  Members 
of  Parliament  as  desire  to  visit  the  various 
classes  of  warships  belonging  to  this,  and 
any  foreign  country  that  may  take  part 
in  the  review. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER :  The 
Admiralty  cannot  make  any  arrange- 
ments with  regard  to  foreign  ships,   but 


Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  will  state  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  experiments 
carried  out  by  the  Admiralty  with  anthra- 
tite  and  Scotch  coal  mixed,  what  were 
the  proportions  used  of  each  kind  in 
these  experiments,  and  what  was  the 
calorific  value  determined  by  the 
engineers  during  these  trials  of  the  com- 
bination of  such  coals;  also,  whether 
similar  experiments  were  carried  out  with 
north  country  coal;  and,  if  so,  what 
were  the  results  obtained  therefrom. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-F9RSTER :  I  cannot 
ascertain  that  experiments  have  actually 
been  made  with  anthracite  and  Scottish 
coal  in  combination.  Welsh  smokeless 
coal  has  been  tried  on   many  occasions 
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in  combination  with  various  qualities  of !  paragraph  8  that  the  consumption  of 
bituminous  coal,  but  the  result  has  not  country  spirits  shows  a  net  increase  of 
been  satisfactory.  Experiments  with  7.37  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year 
anthracite  are  in  contemplation,  and  I  and  in  paragraph  11  that  endeavoure 
think  trials  may  with  advantage  be  were  again  made  by  the  Department  to 
mmde  of  the  results  obtainable  with  settle  country  spirit  shops  on  tea  gardens  • 
anthracite  in  combination  with  bitumi-  ?and  that  the  total  excise  revenue  of  the 
nous  coal,  including  Scotch  coaL  province   was    the    highest    figure    yet 

T— I    *i      «r    1.  I    T  ^i  !  *^^*»^^  J    and,  seeing  that  the  excise 

Irrigation  Works  in  India.  revenues  of  Assam  have   increased   35 

Mr,  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 1  per  cent,  during  the  last  ten  years,  and 
shire,  W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  that  the  Tea  Planters'  Association  have 
State  for  India  whether  he  is  awar«  that  made  repeated  protests  against  the  way 
Sir  Colin  Scott-Moncrieff*s  Commission  in  which  the  Government  force  liquor 
has  already  made  progress  in  its  in- !  shops  upon  them,  will  he  state  what 
vestigations  of  existing  projects  for  steps  are  being  taken,  if  any,  to  remedy 
water  supply  in  India;  whether  provision  ^  this  growing  consumption  of  liquor. 
can  be  made  for  a  larger  allocation  of . 

funds  for  that  purpose  out  of  the  Budget's  Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  not 
surplus;  and  whether  it  is  the  intention  !  seen  the  statement  to  which  the  hon 
of  the  Local  Governments  of  Bombay  ;  Member  refers  in  the  first  part  of  his 
and  Madras  to  proceed  without  delay  Question.  The  Excise  Commissioner's 
with  the  construction  of  such  water  Report  states  that  the  increase  of  7.37 
works,  tanks,  dams,  or  embankments  I  per  cent,  does  not  relate  to  the  consump- 
as  can  be  provided  by  the  provincial  tion  of  spirits,  but  to  the  revenue,  and 
lunds  at  their  disposal.  that  the  Commissioner  states    that    it 

,  waa  due  to   keener  competition  at  the 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  ;  auction  sales  of  Hcences.  Country-made 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle-  spirits  are  consumed  in  Assam  almost 
sex,  Eahng) :  The  Irrigation  Com- 1  exclusively  by  the  immigrant  coolies,  and 
mission  has  not,  I  believe,  submitted  the  consumption,  as  well  as  tlie  revenue 
any  Report,  and  its  investigations  •  must  tend  to  rise  with  their  numbers! 
will  not  be  completed  for  about  a  |  On  the  suggestion  of  the  Assam  branch 
year.  In  the  meantime  the  Government  I  of  the  Tea  Association,  attempts  have 
of  India  have  in  their  Budget  made  a  for  many  years  been  made  to  get  the 
special  allotment  to  Local  Governments  j  planters  to  take  control  of  the  liquor 
for  minor  works,  as  they  are  of  opinion  I  i>hops  already  existing  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  in  this  way  the  most  direct  and  i  iheir  gardens.  I  consider  this  plan 
immediate  benefit  is  likely  to  be  realised ;  ;  likely  to  conduce  to  good  order  and 
and  that  the  larger  schemes  which  they  ;  ^sobriety,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  anv 
have  in  view  require  careful  considera-  protests  have  been  made  against  it  bv  the 
tion,  and  should  not  be  hurriedly  under-  Tea  Planters'  Association.  Anv  com- 
taken.  This  allotment  will  be  used  by  )  plaints  as  to  the  location  or  the  manage- 
tbe  Local  Governments  without  delay.      '  ment  of  Uquor  shops  have  received  and 

I  will  continue  to  receive,  prompt  attention. 
Ooyeniment  Grog  Shops  at  Assam.        i 

Mr,  CAINE:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre-  '      Mr.  CAIXE:   Is  there  any   necessity 
Ury  of  State  for  India  if  his  attention  i  whatever  for  forcing  these  shops  on  the 
has  been   called  to  a  statement  in  the  '  planters  who  do  not  want  them  ? 
twenty-sixth  half-yearly  Report  of    the 

Bishnath  Tea  Company,  Limited,  Assam,        Lord  G.  HAMILTON:   My  informa- 
which  said  that  fifty-one  deaths  occurred    tion  is  that  they  are  wanted. 
in  the  gardens  of  the  company  during 

the  half-year,    including  several  deatliS  Plagne  in  the  Ponjab. 

from  excessive  drinking  at  the  Govern-  Mr.  CAINE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
ment  grog  shops  ;  is  he  aware  that  the  tary  of  State  for  India,  can  he  state  how 
Conuniarioner  of  Excise  for  Assam,  in  his  many  deaths  from  plague  have  occurred 
Uflt    published    Report,    1901,   says    in   daily  in  the  Punjab;   and  whether  the 
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recommendations  of  the  Plague  Com- 
mission, with  regard  to  securing  the  co- 
operation of  the  people  in  administering 
plague  measures  which  were  followed  in 
the  Bombay  Presidency,  are  being 
adopted  in  the  Punjab. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  receive  no 
daily  returns  of  plague  deaths.  The 
telegraphic  reports  are  for  periods  of 
four  weeks,  and  these  are  suosequently 
supplement,  d  by  certain  weekly  returns 
and  details.  The  numbers  of  plague 
deaths  in  the  Punjab  since  the  autumn 
of  1901  have,  I  regret  to  say  greatly 
increased,  and  are  as  follows — 

For  the  four  weeka  ending   18th 

Jan.  1902         ....      9,438 

For  the  four  weeks  ending   15th 

Feb.  1902         ....     16,784 

For  the  four  weeks  ending  15th 

March  1902     ....    42.788 

No  later  reports  have  yet  been  received. 
Regulations  enjoining  measures  based  on 
the  recommendations  of  the  Plague 
Commission  and  designed  to  avoid 
coercion  and  to  attract  the  co-operation 
of  the  people  as  much  as  possible,  have 
been  adopted,  and  a  specially  qualified 
medical  officer  has  been  deputed  to 
supervise  the  preventive  arrangements. 

Army  Service  in  India. 

^SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  1  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
will  state  in  what  public  document  the 
War  Office  have  given  an  interpretation 
of  Section  87  of  the  Army  Act,  justifying 
the  recent  order  of  the  Commander  in- 
Chief  in  India  that  7  years  service 
becomes  8 J  years,  12  years  service  be- 
comes 13  J,  and  21  years  service  becomes 
22  J ;  and  whether  the  words  giving  power 
to  prolong  the  service  for  such  further 
period  not  exceeding  twelve  months  as 
the  competent  military  authority,  may 
order,  are  in  practice  construed  as  subject 
to  a  further  addition  of  three  months 
under  the  words  directing  discharge 
with  all  convenient  speed. 

Lord  STANLEY:  In  reply  to  the 
first  paragraph,  the  public  documents 
are  the  Royal  Proclamation  continuing 
soldiers  in  Army  Service  and  Army 
Order  184  of  1899  giving  effect  thereto. 
It  has  been  decided  that  three  months 
should    be     adopted    as    the    limit    of 


convenient  speed,  and  that  after  that 
compensation  should  be  granted  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  Army 
Order  210  of  1901. 

▲nglo-Japanese  Treaty. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether,  under  the 
Anglo-Japanese  Treaty,  the  Government 
is  empowered  to  conclude  a  general 
alliance  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
with  any  other  European  or  American 
Power  without  prior  consultation  with 
or  consent  of  Japan. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
BORNE,  Rochester):  The  only  provision 
of  the  Anglo*  Japanese  Agreement  which 
has  reference  to  the  point  raised  in  the 
hon.  Member's  Question  is  Article  IV. 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  refer  to  that 
Article  he  will  see  that  its  language  is 
perfectly  clear. 

Motor  Oara— Speed  Begtdations. 

Capfain  DONELAN  (Cork  Co.,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  if  he  can  say  what 
public  body  has  authority  to  regulate  the 
speed  of  moter  cars  in  the  streets  and 
suburbs  of  London ;  what  is  the  maximum 
speed  permitted,  and  what  steps,  if  any, 
are  taken  to  prevent  excessive  speed. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Croydonk  The  answer  to  the 
first  Question  is  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  to  the  second,  twelve  miles 
an  hour,  or  such  lower  speed  as  is  reason- 
able and  proper,  having  regard  to  the 
traffic  on  tne  highway,  and  will  not  en- 
danger the  life  or  limb  of  any  person  or 
be  to  the  common  danger  of  passengers. 
The  police  are  under  detailed  instructions 
to  check  furious  or  reckless  driving  by 
strict  enforcement  of  the  law. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Are  the  drivers 
registjBred,  licensed,  or  required  to  pass 
any  test  of  efficiency  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  l)elieve  not 

A  further  Question  by  Mr.  Freeman 
Thomas  (Hastings),  should,  said  Mr. 
Ritchie,  be  addressed  to  the  Local 
Government  Board. 
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Mr,  FLYNN  :  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
on  the  roads  leading  to  London  many  of 
these  cars  go  at  fifty  miles  per  hour. 
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[No  answer  was  returned.] 

North  Sea  Fiaheries. 

♦Sir  albert  ROLLIT (Islington,  S.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  canstate  what  is  the  exact 
present  position  as  to  any  international 
conventions,  aCTeements,  or  conferences 
touching  the  North  Sea  Fisheries ;  does 
the  Government  propose  to  take  any, 
ami,  if  so,  what  steps,  independently,  with 
a  new  to  the  preservation  of  such 
fisheries. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  His  Majesty's  Government 
have  agreed  to  take  part  in  the  inter- 
national scheme  of  investigation  connected 
with  fishery  problems  in  the  North  Sea 
and  adjacent  waters  as  proposed  by  the 
Conferences  held  at  Stockholm  and 
Christiania,  and  Parliament  will  be  asked 
to  make  a  grant  to  defray  the  cost  of  the 
British  share  of  these  investigations. 
These  funds  will  be  administered  by  a 
Departmental  Committee  with  the  advice 
of  scientific  experts.  The  details  of  the 
investigations  will  no  doubt  be  finally 
settled  at  the  forthcoming  meeting  of  the 
International  Council  at  Copenhagen,  at 
which  Great  Britain  will  be  represented, 
but  the  date  of  which  has  not  yet  been 
fixed.  The  Board  of  Trade  have  also 
appointed  a  Committee  under  Minute 
dated  13th  August,  1901,  to  inquire  and 
report  as  to  the  best  means  by  which  the 
State  or  Local  Authorities  can  assist 
Scientific  Research  as  applied  to  problems 
affecting  the  fisheries  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  in  particular  whether 
the  object  in  view  would  best  be  attained 
by  the  creation  of  one  central  body  or 
department  acting  for  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  or  by  means  of  separate 
departments  or  agencies  in  each  of  the 
three  countries.  Quite  apart  from  this 
important  question  of  Scientific  Research 
the  Board  of  Trade  have,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  another  Committee,  considered 
bow  the  present  system  of  collecting 
fisheries  statistics  in  England  and  Wales 
could  be  improved  and  extended.  That 
Committee  has  already  made  a  report. 
The  Board  of  Trade  have  acted  upon  it 
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and  made  certain  arrangements  which 
they  hope  will  be  beneficial  to  the  interests 
concerned. 


♦Sir  ALBERT  RpLUT :  WiU  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  the  Board 
of  Trade  intends  to  take  any  independent 
action  to  arrest  the  depletion  of  our 
North  Sea  Fisheries  apart  from  the 
Conference  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  No  such 
independent  action  is  at  present  contem- 
plated 

Mr.  HELME  (Lancashire,  Lancaster) : 
Were  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  repre- 
sented at  the  second  Conference  directly  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  Yes.  Sir. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  consultation 
with  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board  in  re* 
gard  to  this  matter  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  Yes,  Sir, 
I  am. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)': 
WiU  the  ri;?ht  hon.  Gentleman  lay  on 
the  Table  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
which  he  states  he  has  already  received, 
as  to  the  investigation. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  So  far  as 
I  am  aware,  there  will  be  no  objection. 
I  may  add  I  am  in  communication  with 
the  Scottish  Office,  not  directly  with  the 
Scottish  Fishery  Board. 

Cnirent  Bate  of  Wages  for  Skilled 

Labour. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  (WicUow, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  state  in  what 
districts  of  England  th^  current  rate  of 
wages  for  skilled  labourers  is  no  higher 
than  16s.  or  17s.  per  week. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  specify  the  particular 
classes  of  labourers  whose  rates  of  wages 
he  wishes  to  know,  any  information  in 
the  possession  of  the  Board  of  Trade  shall 
be  placed  at  his  disposal.  The  term 
"  slulled  labourers "  is  too  vague  to 
enable  an  answer  to  be  given  to  the 
Question. 

F 
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Tottincton  WorUwose  Children. 

Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES  (&ilford,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Prendent  of  the  Local 
Gitvernment  Board  if  his  attention  has 
been  callen  to  a  nieeting  of  the  Leigh 
Board  of  Guardians,  held  on  3rd  Apnl, 
at  which  allegations  were  made  as  to  the 
ill-treatment  of  workhouse  children  at 
Tottington,  and  when  it  was  stated  that, 
out  of  230  childreu  in  the  school,  only 
84  were  free  from  disease ;  whether  in- 
dustrial schools  are  subject  to  surprise 
visits  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
inspectors,  besides  the  annual  formal  visit 
of  which  notice  is  given  ;  if  not,  whether 
he  will  institute  such  visits  ;  and  whether 
he  proposes  to  take  any  action  with  re- 
gard to  the  school  at  Tottington. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,^ S.)  :  I  have  already  made 
some  investigations  with  regard  to  the 
allegations  concerning  the  children  sent 
by  the  Leigh  Board  of  Guardians  to  the 
school  at  Tottington,  and  I  have  decided 
to  direct  an  Inquiry  on  oath  to  be  held 
on  the  subject.  Schools  certified  under 
the  Poor  Law  Certified  Schools  Act, 
1862,  may  be  vtited  any  time  by  a  Local 
Government  Board  Inspector  at  any  time. 
Notice  of  such  visits  is  not  required,  and 
is  not  usually  given. 

Smallpox  in  Essex. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  A.  PEASE  (Essex, 
Saffron  Walden) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  patient  suffer- 
ing from  smallpox  is  now  being  treated 
in  a  fever  hospital  within  a  few  yards  of 
a  public  road  between  Hedingham  and 
Halstead,  in  Essex ;  and  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  secure  the  better  isolation 
of  the  patient 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  am  informed 
that  by  arrangement  between  the  Hal- 
stead  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils, 
the  hospital  of  the  latter  Council  at 
Castle  Hedingham  has  been  exclusively 
reserved  for  the  reception  of  any  small- 
pox cases  occurring  in  the  district 
'  of  either  authority,  any  other  infec- 
tious cases  in  the  two  districts  being 
received  in  the  hospital  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  Recently,  a  mild  case 
of  smallpox  was,  in  accordance  with  this 


arrangement,  removed  to  the  Castle 
Hedingham  Hospital,  where  it  is  still 
under  treatment.  I  understand  that  this 
hospital  is  twenty  yards  from  a  highway, 
and  is  in  a  very  isolated  position — the 
nearest  dwelling  being  300  yards  distant. 
The  District  Councils  concerned  consider 
that  the  arrangement  adopted  is  the  best 
that  could  be  made  in  the  circumstances  ; 
and  at  present  I  see  no  reason  for  dis- 
senting from  their  view. 

OoTemment   Departments   and   Ooimtj 
Councils— Tnmsference  of  Powert. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOALAlS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Grovemment  Board  whether 
any  transfer  to  the  County  Councils  of 
powers  of  certain  Grovemment  Depart- 
ments and  other  authorities  has  oeen 
made  by  his  Department  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  10  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment Act,  1888,  and  particularly  whether 
any  powers  have  been  transferred,  under 
sub-Section  3  of  Clause  10,-  to  the  County 
Councils  of  two  or  more  counties  jointly, 
to  be  exercised  and  discharged  by  a 
joint  committee  of  such  councils ;  whether 
there  has  been  any  demand  on  the  part 
of  County  Councils,  either  in  England  or 
Wales,  to  have  any  of  the  powers  exer- 
cised by  Grovemment  Departments  trans- 
ferred to  themselves ;  ana  if  he  has  any 
official  reports  indicating  that  the  attitude 
of  the  non-county  boroughs  has  materially 
changed  since  1889  in  respect  of  such 
transfer. 

Mr,  WALTER  LONG :  The  answer 
to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Question  is 
in  the  negative,  and  to  the  second  in  the 
affirmative.  In  1898,  a  Departmental 
Committee,  which  had  been  appointed  to 
consider,  amongst  other  matters,  how  far 
it  would  be  possible  to  devolve  on  County 
Councils  certain  work  done  by  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board,  reported  that  the 
hostility  of  the  non-county  boroughs,  and 
of  the  majoritv  of  the  Urban  Councils,  to 
the  transfer  of  any  further  powers  to  the 
County  Councils,  and  their  preference  for 
the  control  of  the  central  authority  were 
declared,  by  the  witnesses  examined  on 

I  behalf  of  these  authorities,  to  be  stronger 

I  even  than  they  were  in  1889. 

♦  Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
j  Boroughs) :  I  Ijeg  to  ask  the  rresident  of 
,  the  L^cal  Government  Board  if  he  will 
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<tate  generally  what  powers  and  duties 
he  has  the  ri^ht  to  transfer  to  Welsh 
Coonty  Councils  under  Clause  10  of  the 
Local  Government  Act  of  1888. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  :  A  Provisional 
Order  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  under  the  section  mentioned  may 
tawsfer  any  of  the  powers  and  duties 
referred  to  in  sub-Section  (1)  of  the 
•ection,  provided  that  the  draft  is  ap- 
proved by  the  Government  Department 
or  body  whose  powers  or  duties  would 
be  affected.  As  the  law  now  stands,  how- 
ever, any  transfer  under  the  section  must 
be  made  to  Countv  CouncUs  in  England 
and  Wales  generally,  and  it  would  not  be 
practicable  to  limit  it  to  Welsh  County 
Coundls  only. 

♦Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES :  My  Question 
has  not  been  answered.  I  want  to  know 
generally,  what  powers  and  duties  can  be 
transferred  to  County  Councils  1 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  And  I  have 
told  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  any  transfer 
can  only  be  made  generally,  and  not  to 
individual  County  Councils. 

Ckyremment  Workmen  and  the 
Coronation. 

Mr.  LOUGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  pay  the  wages 
of  all  workmen  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  two  holidays  at  the 
Coronation;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  use  its  influence  with  all 
contractors  employed  by  them  to  secure 
that  this  example  is  generally  followed. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's):  With  regard  to  the 
first  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  Question 
that  matter  is  under  consideration ;  but 
with  reference  to  the  second  paragraph, 
I  cannot  undertake  to  interfere  between 
contractors  and  their  men. 

Members  and  the  Coronation. 

Sm  MARK  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
farightshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  if  he  can  state 
what  facilities  will  be  afforded  to  Members 
to  see  the  Coronation  procession  with 
members  of  their  family,  whether  in  the 
precincts  of  the  House  or  elsewhere. 


Me.  akers  DOUGLAS :  It  is 
proposed  to  provide  the  same  faciUties 
to  view  the  Royal  progress  on  June 
27th  as  were  afforded  to  hon.  Members 
and  the  Officials  of  the  House  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Jubilee  in  1897.  The 
actual  site  of  the  stands  has  not  yet 
been  decided  upon.  The  hon.  Baronet 
is  no  doubt  aware  that  on  the  day  of 
the  Coronation  seats  will  be  provided 
in  Westminster  Abbey  for  Memoers  and 
their  wives. 

Oarloway  and  Stomoway  Boad. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  have  yet  considered 
the  expediency  of  providing  funds  for 
the  construction  of  the  middle  section 
of  the  road  between  Carioway  and 
Stomoway :  and,  if  not,  will  he  explain 
why  the  Government  decline  to  take 
the  i^pcessary  steps  to  secure  the  com- 
pletion of  this  roaid. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  The 
answer  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
hon.  Member*8  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative;  and  that  to  the  second  is 
that  the  advantage  to  be  gained  does 
not  seem  to  be  commensurate  with  the 
outlay  involved. 

Dog  Tax  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  seeing  that 
2s.  6d.  only  is  paid  for  dog  tax  in  Ireland, 
will  he  consider  the  advisability  of 
reducing  the  tax  to  2s.  6d.  in  Scotland  : 
and  will  he  state  the  amount  derived 
from  this  tax  in  Scotland  and  Ireland 
respectively. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  Quesion  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
is  one  that  principally  affects,  not  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  the 
local  authorities,  as  both  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland  the  proceeds  of  these  licences  are 
devoted  to  local  purposes.  In  the  year 
ended  3l8t  March,  1901,  dog  licences  in 
Scotland  produced  £42,459.  The  Irish 
tax  is  a  police  licence,  and  I  cannot  say 
how  much  it  yields. 

Parcels  Poet  Regulations. 

Colonel  PILKINGTON  (Lancashire, 
Newton) :  I  beg  to  ask   the  Secretary  to 
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the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether,  in  tne  event  of 
a  parcel  deposited  with  a  post  office  for 
delivery  being  lost,*  and  the  postal 
authorities  being  able  to  trace  such  parcel 
through  one  stage  or  another  of  their 
system,  he  will  provide  that  this  should 
be  deemed  sufficient  proof  of  depositing 
with  them;  and  whether,  under  such 
circumstances,  compensation  will  be  made 
to  the  owner  of  the  parcel  so  lost. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
One  of  the  published  conditions  governing 
the  payment  of  compensation  in  respect 
of  parcels  lost  in  the  post  is  that  a  certifi- 
cate of  posting  shall  be  produced  when 
required.  But  this  condition  is  not 
insisted  on  when  the  particulars  which  a 
certificate  of  posting  would  have  proved 
are  established  by  other  satisfactory 
evidence. 

Parcels  Posts  Beceiptfl.  . 

Colonel  PILKINGTON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether,  in  consideration  of  the  increasing 
number  of  parcels  carried  by  the  Post 
Office,  the  Postmaster  General  will  in- 
augurate some  simple  system  of  giving 
receipts  for  all  parcels  deposited  at  post 
offices  for  delivery. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Certificates  of  posting,  prepared  by  the 
county  officers,  are  already  given  for  all 
parcels  on  which  a  special  fee  is  paid  for 
registration,  and  in  the  case  of 
unregistered  parcels  anyone  bringing  a 
parcel  to  post  can  obtain  a  certificate  of 
posting  if  he  will  fill  up  one  of  the  forms 
provided  for  the  purpose,  and*  present  it 
to  the  counter  clerk.  To  give  a  certifi- 
cate for  every  unregistered  parcel,  whether 
required  or  not,  would  involve  consider- 
able labour,  and  the  Postmaster  General 
does  not  think  that  the  circumstances 
are  such  as  to  call  for  a  modification  of 
the  present  practice,  which  is  advertised 
in  paragraph  8,  p.  8  of  the  Post 
Office  Guide. 

Oivil  Senrice  Olerks— Betirament 

Bules. 

Mr  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R. 
Elland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the 
statements  made  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  on  16th  May.  1901,  and  26th 


July,  1901,  that  legislation  would  be 
necessary  to  make  the  Order  in  Council 
based  on  the  Report  of  the  Ridley  Com- 
mission applicable  to  the  clerks  of  the 
several  divisions  of  the  High  Court,  and, 
considering  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  in  common 
with  the  late  Lord  Herschell  in  favour 
of  retiring  rules  working  automatically. 
His  Majesty's  Government  propose  to 
initiate  such  legislation  during  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No. 
Sir. 

Free  Medical  Attendance  for  Postal 

Servants. 

Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General,  if 
he  will  explain  why  sub-office  rural  post- 
men, who  are  not  allowed  free  medical 
attendance,  are  compelled  to  furnish  the 
Department  with  a  weekly  medical 
certificate  when  they  are  on  the  sick  list 
at  their  own  cost;  and  whether  the  De« 
partment  will  dispense  with  weekly 
certificates  in  cases  where  the  men's  ill- 
ness is  known  to  be  of  several  weeks 
(luration ;  also  whether  the  Department 
can  see  its  way  to  refund  to  the  men  the 
cost  of  these  certificates. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  All 
servants  of  the  Department  are  required 
to  furnish  weekly  certificates  when  absent 
through  illness,  and  at  places  where  there 
is  no  medical  officer  attached  to  the 
Post  Office  the  certificates  must  be 
obtained  from  the  patient's  own  medical 
adviser.  The  Postmaster  General  is  not 
prepared  to  alter  the  rule  which  requires 
medical  certificates  to  be  furnished,  nor 
can  he  undertake  to  refund  the  cost  o£ 
them  to  those  officers  who  are  obliged  tc 
obtain  them  at  their  own  expense* 

Teachers'  Register. 

Colonel  LOCK  WOOD :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  whether  the 
names  of  teachers  who  posFess  a 
certificate  under  the  Code  of  Regulations 
for  Elementary  day  Schools,  but  no 
further  certificate,  and  who  are  now 
teaching  in  recognised  schools,  not  being 
Elementary  Schools,  will  be  placed  on. 
column  A  of  the  Register  of  Tfac hers.  ~ 
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The  vice-president  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION  (Sir  J.  GoRST,  Cambridge 
UniyerBity) :  Column  A  will  contain  the 
mames  of  all  persons  for  the  time  beinff 
reoognised  by  the  Board  as  Certificated 
Teachers  under  the  Code  of  Regulations 
for  Elementary  Day  Schools. 

CODDNKL  IXXJKWOOD  :  I  b^  to  ask 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Educauon  whether  the  names 
of  teachers  who  are,  and  for  the  past 
three  years  have  been  engaged  in  recog- 
nised schools  not  being  elementary  schools, 
and  who  possess  not  only  a  certificate 
recognised  under  the  Elementary  Day 
^^ools  Code,  but  also  a  university 
d«gree  or  some  other  diploma  included  in 
Appendix  A  and  B  of  the  Order  in  Council 
relating  to  the  Registration  of  Teachers, 
will  appear  in  both  columns  A  and  B  of 
the  Register. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  If  a  teacher  holds  a 
certificate  under  the  Elementary  Day 
School  Code  and  can  also  comply  with  the 
conditions  of  admission  to  column  B, 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  his  name 
a{^)earing  on  botn  columns. 

Hew  Education  BiU-Probable  Cost  of| 

Working. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  S.  j 
Molten)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  i 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  ' 
whether  he  can  state  what  is  the  approxi- 1 
mate  annual  expenditure  for  elementary  i 
education  which  the  local  authorities  will 
require  to  incur,  in  addition  to  the  present  ■ 
e^enditure,  for  efficiently  working  the  ' 
Education  Bill. 


Sir  J.  GORST :  No,  I  am  afraid  it  is 
impottsible  at  present  to  make  any  esti- 
mate that  could  be  reb'ed  on. 

Mb.  HUMPHREYS .  OWEN  (Mont- 
gomerjshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
TaUe  lists  of  the  non-county  municipal 
boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  having 
a  population  of  over  10,000,  and  of 
orban  districts  having  a  population  of 
orer  20,000;  and  whether  he  will  also 
lay  upon  the  Table  copies  of  the  Acts  set 
forth  in  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the 
Education  Bill  (except  those  proposed 
to    be    wholly    repealed)  showing    the 


eifect  of  the  proposed  legislation:  and* 
whether  section  13  (1)  (d)  of  the  Educa- 
tion Bill  will  compel  the  local  authority 
to  charge  on  the  area  which  formed  the 
school  district  any  liabilities  by  them  in 
respect  of  that  area  after  the  transfer. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  regards 
the  first  part  of  the  Question,  I  shall  be 
able  to  lay  the  statistics  referred  to  on 
the  Table  of  the  House,  though  they 
may  be  easily  extracted  from  the  pre- 
liminary Report  of  the  census  of  1901. 
I  do  not  think  we  can  carry  out  the 
request  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  with 
regard  to  the  schedule  of  the  Bill  in  the 
form  in  which  he  makes  it,  but  I  will 
consider  how  far  it  is  possible  to  furnish 
a  memorandum  explanatory  of  the  re- 
peals efi'ected  by  the  schedule.  With 
regard  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
Question,  the  effect  of  the  Bill  as  pre- 
sented is  to  leave  existing  liabilaties  upon 
the  areas  which  are  at  the  present 
moment  bearing  the  charge,  and  to 
charge  any  future  liability  of  the  kind 
in  the  counties  upon  the  parish  or 
parishes  served  by  the  schools.  m 

Labourers*  Oottagea  in  Ooimty  AntrinL 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  wh  is  at  the 
amount  of  the  share  of  County  Antrim 
in  the  residue  of  the  Exchequer  contri- 
bution applicable  towards  the  cost  of 
providing  labourers*  cottages  under  the 
Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts,  and  what  is 
the  share  respectively  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts of  Aghalee,  Antrim,  Ballycastle, 
Ballymena,  Ballymoney,  Belfast  No.  1, 
Lame,  and  Lisburn  No.  1  in  this 
amount. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 'IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  The 
share  of  the  County  Antrim  in  the  grant 
is  £12,321  9s.  2d.  No  cottages  were 
completed  in  the  county  during  the 
year  ended  29th  September  last,  conse- 
quently no  rural  district  is  entitled  to 
participate  in  the  grant. 

Conolly  Estate,  Ballyahannon. 

Mr,  swift  M  ACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 

can  state  approximately  the  date  on  which 
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^he  Conolly  Estate,  BaUyshannon,  will 
be  sold  to  the  tenants,  who  are  about  to 
become  purchasers  of  their  holdings 
under  the  fortieth  section  of  The  Irish 
Land  Act,  189C,  the  land  judge  having 
requested  the  Land  Commission  upwards 
of  a  year  ago  to  have  the  estate  valued 
with  a  view  to  the  sale  thereof  to  the 
tenants ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
receiver  and  solicitor  having  carriage  of 
the  sale  applied  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  hearing  of  applications  by  tenants 
on  this  estate  to  have  fair  rents  fixed  at 
the  last  sitting  of  the  Land  Commission 
in  Ballyshannon,  on  the  ground  that 
the  fixing  of  rents  would  delay  the  sale ; 
and,  whether  any  measures  will  be  taken 
to  expedite  the  sale  to  the  tenants  of 
this  estate. 


Quesiums, 


15^ 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  inspection  of 
thU  estate  has  presented  many  diffi- 
culties owing  to  the  numerous  sub- 
divisions and  the  nature  of  the  tenancies. 
It  is  expected,  however,  that  the  inspection 
will  be  completed  before  the  end  of  May. 
Every  expedition  will  be  used  to  con- 
clude the  preUminary  steps  ut  as  early 
a  date  as  possible,  but  it  is  not  possible 
to  state,  even  approximately,  when  this 
event  will  be  reached.    Several  fair  rent 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  on  20th  March,  Constable  Dunleavy^ 
of  Pontoon,  Castlebar,  County  Mayo, 
went  about  the  country  in  the  guise  of 
a  pedlar  selling  jewellery;  is  it  usual  for,, 
and  is  a  constable  acting  within  his  right 
in  assuming  such  a  character;  has  h& 
had  any  complaints  from  the  inhabitants, 
of  the  district  in  which  this  constable 
is  stationed  that  he,  on  20th  March,, 
endeavoured  to  induce  several  of  them 
to  establish  illicit  stills;  and  will  he 
cause  a  sworn  inquiry  to  be  held  into- 
the  allegations  against  Constable  Dun- 
leavy  and  other  constables  of  the  same 
and  neighbouring  police  stations  that 
they,  on  several  occasions,  endeavoured 
to  induce  persons  to  establish  illicit 
stills. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  County  In- 
spector, who  has  made  personal  inquiry^ 
into  this  matter,  informs  me  that  the 
allegations  mude  in  the  Question  are 
absolutely  without  foundation. 

Irish  Bailway  Workers  and  the  Labourers. 

(Ireland)  Acta. 

Mr.   sheer  an   (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 


applications    were    adjourned    for    the  I  ^^g^^.^'^  ^*^®  ^]^^«^  ,^^®^*^3^^^<*  ^.^^^ 


reason  stated. 

Irish  National  School  Teachers'  Salaries. 
Mr.  DONAL  SULLIVAN  (Westmeath. 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  i«  aware  that  on  8th  February  last 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education 
ordered  payment  of  salary  to  be  made 
to  the  second  assistant  in  Roll  No. 
1754,  National  School,  District  33,  for 
services  rendered  in  the  year  ended  31st 
Deceinl)pr  last;  and  will  he  explain 
why  this  teacher  has  not  yet  been  paid 
the  amount  to  which  he  is  entitled. 


Mr.     WYNDHAM:    The     teacher's   ^ 

claim  for  salary  in  this  case  having ,'  Company, 
been  found  to  be  excessive  the  Inspector 
was  directed  to  visit  the  school  and 
report.  On  his  recommendation  some 
deductions  were  made  for  absences.  The 
balance  has  been  remitted  to  the  manager. 


Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  hi^ 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fac^ 
that  railway  permanent  waymen  and 
milesmen  are  not  entitled  to  labourers'^ 
cottages  and  allotments  of  land  under 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts ;  and,  seeing 
that  they  are  labourers  will  he  consider 
their  case  in  the  proposed  legislation  for 
the  better  housing  of  the  working^ 
classes  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  suggestion  ia 
the  Question  will  be  considered.  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  however,  that  the 
housing  of  men  employed  on  a  railway 
is  more  properly  a  matter  for  consider- 
ation by  their  employers,  the  Railway 


Irish  Illicit  Stills-Constable's 

DR.  AMBROSE  (Mayo.  W.):  I  beg  to 
ask   the  Chief  Secretary  to    the  Ix)rd 


Petitioni  under  the  Labourers  (IreUndV 

Acts. 


Mr.  SHEEHAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Cbi^f  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  having  re^rd  to  the 
fact  that  petitions  under  the  Xabourers* 
(Ireland)  Acts  involving  important  issues, 
were  heard  at  the  meetings  of  the  Privy 
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Council  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
last^  he  will  lay  copies  of  the  evidence 
and  decisions  in  each  case  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  for  the  information  of  hon. 
Members. 

Mk  WYNDHAM:  These  inquiries 
under  the  Labourers'  Acts  are  always 
open  to  the  public.  No  useful  purpose, 
commensurate  with  the  great  expense 
that  would  be  involved,  could  be  served 
by  laying  on  the  Table  the  voluminous 
evidence  taken  at  the  Inquires,  and  I  am 
unable,  therefore,  to  accede  to  the  hon. 
Members'  request.  The  decisions  arrived 
at  by  the  Pnvy  Council  in  the  particular 
cases  mentioned  will  be  published  in  the 
Gasettc,  and  otherwise  promulgated  to 
the  parties  concerned. 

Treatment  of  Orimes  Act  (Ireland) 

Priaonen. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  Co.,  Ossory) : 
I  bc^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
b  aware  that  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Mayo,  and  Mr.  Denis  Johnston,  who  are 
at  weeent  confined  in  Tullamore  Prison, 
nnaer  Criminal  Law  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act  sentences  of  four  and  five  months 
respectively,  are  obliged  to  exercise  in 
the  ring  with  ordinary  prisoners ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  relaxing  the  prison  rules  so  as  to 
permit  Mr.  O'Donnell  and  Mr.  Johnston 
to  take  exercise  apart  from  the  common 
prisoners. 

ilR.  WILLIAM  MOORE  (Antrim,  N.) : 
Has  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  been  called  to  the  published 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Mayo  (as  an  expert)  to  his  constituents 
that  the  moral  tone  in  these  institutions 
is  much  superior  to  that  in  this  House  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  not  seen 
the  observation,  and  in  any  case  I  am  not 
prepared  to  draw  invidious  distinctions. 
The  sentences  of  imprisonment  without 
hard  labour  passed  on  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Mayo  and  Mr.  Johnston  will 
respectively  expire  on  the  16th  instant 
ancf  14th  May.  After  that  they  are 
condemned  respectively  to  two  months 
and  three  months  as  first -class  mis- 
demeanants. Under  the  first  sentences 
they  are,  I  am  informed,  exercised  with 
priaoners    belonging   to    the    classes    in 


which  thev  have  been  placed.  Under 
the  secona  sentences,  they  will  not  be 
exercised  with  other  prisoners. 

Mr.  DELANY :  Why  is  this  treatment 
given  specially  to  these  men  1 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K):  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  under 
the  Coercion  Act  of  1887,  those  of 
us  who  were  imprisoned  were  after 
a  certain  period  exempted  from  taking 
exercise  in  company  with  ordinary 
criminals  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  There  is  perhaps 
some  misunderstanding  as  to  the  term 
"  ordinary  criminals.  Prisoners  are, 
under  the  rules  which  have  been  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House,  divided  into  three 
categories.  Those  rules  are  being  put 
in  force  in  this  case.  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  special  exemption  such  as  has  been 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member,  but  if  the 
hon.  Member  will  give  me  further  details 
I  will  inquire. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  What  object  is 
to  be  gained  by  treating  these  men  in 
this  way  1 

♦  Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.):  Why  is  it  that  the  Member  for 
South  Mayo  is  compelled  to  associate  with 
ordinary  criminals  1 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  That  Question  has 
been  answered  already. 

Mr,  PATRICK  O^RIEN  (Kilkenny) 
rose. 

♦  Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  continue  the  debate,  for  that  is 
what  it  comes  to. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  took  no 
part  in  it  before. 

Pablicans'  Licences  at  Belfkst. 

Mr.  MOONEY  (Dublin  Co.,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
is  he  aware  that  the  Collector  of  Inland 
Revenue  at  Belfast  made  objection  to  a 
magistrate's  certificate  for  renewal  of 
publicans'  licences  in  cases  of  rebuilding 
of  premises,  and  in  one  case  required  the 


159 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Quesiians. 


160 


trader  to  produce  a  recorder's  certificate  ; 
and,  although  the  increased  amount  of 
duty  was  tendered,  it  was  refused  by  the 
collector,  and  he  instituted  proceedings 
against  the  trader  for  selling  without  a 
licence,  and  obliged  the  trader,  who  had 
erected  new  premises  on  the  site  of  the 
old  licensed  property,  to  apply  for  a  new 
licence  for  these  premises,  although  the 
renewal  had  been  granted  with  the 
approval  of  the  police  and  the  sanction  of 
the  magistrates  at  annual  petty  sessions ; 
and  win  he  state  by  what  authority  the 
collector  has  acted  in  this  manner. 


•Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
facts  are  as  stated.  The  Collector  acted 
under  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Inland  Eevenue,  who  were  advised 
that  a  fresh  certificate  from  Quarter 
Sessions  was  necessary,  and  that  a  licence 
should  not  be  granted  on  a  renewal  certifi- 
cate. The  proceedings  have,  however, 
been  withdrawn,  an  understanding  with 
the  parties  having  been  reached,  under 
which  the  necessary  application  will  now 
be  made  to  quarter  sessions  ;  and  deposit 
of  the  duty  has  been  accepted  meanwhile. 

Limerick  Postal  StaiL 
Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  re- 
presenting the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  delay  and 
inconvenience  are  occasioned  by  the 
inadequacy  of  the  arrangements  at  the 
Limerick  Post  Office,  which  is  a  distribut- 
ing centre,  affecting  several  surrounding 
counties,  and  that  the  enforcements  of 
high  averages  has  been  found  to  be 
inoperative  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
expert  operators  at  subordinate  offices 
and  the  withdrawal  of  male  officers  for 
postal  duties,  and  that  such  has  been 
represented  by  responsible  officials ;  and, 
seeing  that  reliefs  cannot  be  obtained 
when  necessaiy,  and  that  supervising 
officers  are  forced  to  perform  instrument 
duties,  whether  an  inquiry  will  be  made 
as  to  the  delay  which  occurs  in  this 
office  in  making  early  provision  for 
pressure  of  business. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
females  have  been  detained  for  periods 
up  to  thirty  minutes  beyond  their 
official  time  without  payment ;  and,  in 


view  of  the  strain  imposed  upon  the 
female  staff  in  an  unhealthy  building, 
will  he  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  in 
this  case. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
Postmaster  General  has  not  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  enable  him  to  reply  in 
detail  to  the  hon.  Member'sQuestions ;  but 
he  has  ordered  a  pers|nal  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  duties  ol  the  indoor  staff 
at  Limerick,  both  postal  and  telegraph, 
with  a  view  to  remedying  any  defects 
that  may  exist  in  the  present  arrange- 
ments and  securing  general  efficiency  in 
the  performance  of  the  service.  In  due 
course  the  hon.  Member  shall  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  result  of  the 
inquiry. 

Dublin  Sorting  Office  Duties. 

Mb.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
in  nearly  every  case  when  an  officer  was 
called  upon  to  perform  extra  duty  in  the 
Dublin  Sorting  Office,  three  attendances 
had  to  be  given,  which  commenced  at 
5  a.m.  and  ended  at  8  p.m. ;  and  that 
recently  certain  officers  giving  such 
attendances  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  extra 
duty  for  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  ; 
and,  seeing  that  instructions  have  been 
issued  to  clerks  supervising  sections  to 
compel  men  on  extra  duty  to  sipi  off 
early  on  the  morning  attendance,  whether 
the  Postmaster  Greneral  will  undertake 
that  an  arran^ment  be  made  by  which 
officers  compelled  to  perform  extra  duty 
under  such  conditions  be  allowed  an 
opportunity  of  making  at  least  three  or 
four  hours  extra  by  way  of  recompensing 
them  for  the  strain  entailed  by  such  duties. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  It 
has  been  necessary  to  require  a  third 
attendance  from  sorting  officers  in  the 
Dublin  Post  Office, .  on  a  good  many 
occasions  recently,  owing  to  pressure  of 
work  and  to  the  staff  being  somewhat 
under  -  manned.  Whenever  the  total 
duty  in  each  case,  including  such  atten- 
dance, exceeds  the  regular  limit,  overtime 
payment  is,  of  course,  allowed  for  the 
excess  ;  but  the  Postmaster  General  could 
not  sanction  payment  for  any  extra  duty 
beyond  the  amount  actually  required  to 
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be  performed  in  each  case.  He  hopes, 
bowever,  that  under  the  scheme  which  is 
about  to  be  brought  forward  for  increas- 
ing the  staff  the  necessity  for  a  third 
attendance  will  be  rendered  much  less 
fre(]uent  than  has  hitherto  been  the  case. 


m 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.   Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.) 
the  Chair.] 

THE  BUDGET  STATEMENT. 

♦(4.20.)  The  CHANCELLOR  of  the 
EXCHEQUER  (Sir    M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,   W.)   The    receipts   of    the  Ex- 
chequer, under  our  system  of  taxation, 
depend  so  closely  upon  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  that  it  is  always  advisable,  in 
arranging  the  financial  proposals  for  the 
year  which  is  to  come,  to  consider  what 
has  been  the  state  of  the  country  in  the 
previous  year.     But,  Sir,  the  year  1901 
affords  us  no  very  certain  guidance  in  this 
respect.     It  was  not  a  year  of  exceptional 
prosperity.     The  ebb  in  our  commercial 
and  industrial  activity,  which  began  in 
1900,  although  not  augmented,  had  not 
yet  turned.     Some  trades  suffered  by  the 
national  mourning,  others  by  the  depres- 
sion that  prevailed  in  foreign  countries, 
especially     Germany,    with     which     we 
have  great  commercial  intercourse.     The 
thou^ts  of  all  of  us  were  occupied  by  the 
war,    and    thousands    of    workers  were 
removed  from  productive  labour  by  the 
same  cause ;  and  yet,  owing  to  a  decline 
of  prices,  in  some  cases  there  was  a  fall  in 
wages.     On  the  other  hand,  though  the 
year  showed  nothing  to  elate  us,  yet  it , 
showed  nothing  to    depress  us.      Such  ' 
records  as  the  returns  of  our  Bankers' 
Clearing  House,  of  deposits  in  savings 
banks,   of  our  railway   traffic    and    the 
coasting  trade,  showed  no  diminution  of 
business  at  home ;  and,  though  there  was 
a  fall  in  value  in  oiu*  foreign  trade,  yet 
there  was  a  satisfactory  increase  in   its 
volume ;  and  the  fall  in  value  was  mainly 
due  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  coal,  which, 
however  disagreeable  to  those  connected 
with   that  great  industry,  was,  I  think, 
eminently  satisfactory  to  everybody  else, 
including  especially  the  iron  and  steel 
tndee,  which  I  hope,  in  the  year  that  is 
before  us,  will  show  an  improvement  in 
consequence.     There  has  been,  therefore. 


on  the  whole,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
year,  no  reason  for  us  to  consider  that 
there  is  any  falling  off  in  the  consuming 
power  of  the  people,  and  that  we  may  not 
have  good  hope  for  the  revenue  for  the 
year  that  is  to  come. 

Certainly,  in  some  great  items  of  our 
revenue  from  Customs  and  Excise  there 
has  been  a  large  falling  off.  The  receipts 
from  tobacco,  from  spuits,  and  from  beer 
show  a  considerable  decrease.  So  far  as 
spirits  and  tobacco  were  concerned,  that 
decrease  was  due  to  forestalments  of  duty 
in  the  previous  year  (1900-1901),  which 
deprived  last  year  of  a  considerable  part 
of  the  revenue  that  properly  belonged  to 
it;  and  although,  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  I  am  bound  to  regret  that 
there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  consump- 
tion of  beer,  yet  perhaps  the  House 
generally  may  be  disposed  to  feel  that  on 
the  whole  the  great  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption of  tea  and  cocoa  is  a  counter- 
vailing advantage. 

estimates  and  receipts,  1901-1902. 

I  have  been  singularly  fortunate,  as 
compared  with  some  of  my  predecessors 
in  time  of  costly  war,  and  increased 
taxation,  in  that  for  the  last  two  years 
the  receipts  of  the  revenue  have  exceeded 
my  anticipations.  Last  year  my 
estimates  of  revenue  were  £142,455,000, 
but  the  Elxchequer  receipts  exceeded  that 
amount  by  £543,000.  The  expenditure 
estimated  for  in  the  Budget  was 
£184,212,000.  Afterwards  the  House 
voted  Supplementary  Estimates  of 
£12,631,000,  nearly  all  of  them  connected 
with  South  Africa,  and  £73,000  was  an 
increase  which  was  not  anticipated  in 
the  Consolidated  Fund  charges.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  were  savings  on  various 
heads,  mainly  in  respect  of  the  year  1900- 
1901,  amounting  to  £1,394,000,  as  com- 
pared with  the  Estimates,,  so  that  the 
total  Exchequer  issues  last  year  were 
£195,522,000.  If  you  deduct  from  this 
the  Exchequer  revenue  of  £142,998,000, 
the  deficit  is  £52,524,000.  That  was 
provided  for  out  of  the  Consols  loan 
issued  last  Spring,  which  produced  a  net 
amount  of  £56,553,000,  leaving,  there- 
ffire,  a  balance  to  the  good  in  the 
Exchequer  of  £4,029,000. 

I  hope  the  Committee  may  consider 
that  this  was  not  an  absolutely  un- 
successful result  of  my  financial  arrange- 
ments for  the  year  that  has  passed.  At 
any  rate,  it  was  a  much  better  result  than 
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was  prognosticated  by  high  authorities 
on  the  other  side.  I  remember  one 
evening  in  July  when  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Carnarvon  Boroughs,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Poplar  united  in  assuring  me 
that  I  should  have  to  provide  many 
millions  more  for  the  cost  of  the  war  in 
South  Africa  than  I  had  provided  in  my 
Estimates,  and  that  we  should  have  to 
hold  an  Autumn  session  of  Parliament  in 
order  to  find  the  money.  And,  Sir,  two 
months  later  the  leading  orsan  of  the 
Opposition  in  the  Metropolitan  daily 
Press — [Opposition  cries  of  "Which  is 
that  ?  "H — I  am  not  sure  that  I  ought  not 
to  say  the  only  organ — the  Daily 
News  [Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh  !] — in 
an  elaborate  article,  after  what  it 
described  as  a  careful  study  of  the 
financial  position,  assured  its  readers 
that  my  estimates  of  revenue  were  not 
likely  to  be  reached  by  i&3,000,000,  that 
my  estimates  of  expenditure  would  be 
exceeded  by  17f  millions,  and  that, 
allowing  for  what  I  had  in  hand  from  the 
Consols  loan,  I  should  want  to  borrow  at 
least  i^l  0,000,000  more  before  the  close 
of  the  year.  Sir,  I  do  not  complain  of 
those  prophecies  ;  I  recognise  that  it  is 
the  ordinary  duty  of  a  self- respecting 
Opposition  to  view  with  suspicion  even 
statements  of  fact  by  a  Minister,  and 
always  to  refuse  to  credit  his  antici- 
pations ;  but  at  any  rate  I  may  con- 
gratulate myself  that  on  this  occasion 
their  prophecies  have  been  completely 
falsified. 

WAR  EXPENDrrURE — SOUTH   AFRICA  AND 

CHINA. 

Out  of  the  total  expenditure  of 
the  year  £73,197,000  was  for  war 
charges  in  South  Africa  and  China. 
This  sum  includes  £3,367,000  for 
interest  on  the  war  debt ;  deducting 
this,  as  a  continuing  charge,  there  remain 
£63,230,000  military  expenditure  and 
£6,600,000  civil  expenditure,  special  to 
the  year  for  the  war,  a  total  of 
£69,830,000.  Towards  thii!,  £1 7,306,000 
was  contributed  from  the  revenue,  in- 
cluding revenue  saved  by  the  suspension 
of  the  Sinking  Fimd  to  the  amount  of 
£4,681,000. 

TOTAL    EXPENDITURE, 

In  addition  to  the  sum  of  £195,522,000, 
expenditure  chargeable  to  the  income 
account  of  the  Exchequer,  the  State 
provided  out    of    revenue    during   the 

Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach. 


year  £9,713,000  for  the  Local  Taza* 
tion  account,  and  an  expenditure  on 
Capital  account  of  £7,548,000~namely^ 
£1,700,000  on  military  works,  £2,906,000 
on  naval  works,  £870,000  for  the  Uganda 
BaUway,  £1,061,000  for  the  Pacific  cable^ 
£881,000  for  Post  Office  telenhone 
services,  and  £130,000  on  public  buudinfra 
in  connection  with  the  Land  Registiy 
Office.  So  that  the  total  expenditure 
provided  by  the  State  in  the  year  wa;» 
£212,783,000. 

I  must  detain  the  Committee^ 
I  hope  not  at  any  great  lengthy 
on  the  details  of  the  revenue  of 
the  year.  The  Exchequer  receipts  from 
the  Custom  were  £30,993,000— £993,000 
more  than  my  estimate.  The  two  most 
interesting  items  to  the  Committee 
undoubtedly  will  be  sugar  and  coaL 

SUGAR    DUTY. 

Sugar  produced  £6,390,000,  as  com- 

Kred  with  my  estimate  of  £5,100,000. 
le  main  reason  for  the  great  excess 
was  that  there  were  large  forestalments 
of  sugar  in  December,  January,  and 
February,  in  anticipation,  perhaps,  of 
an  increased  duty.  I  think  1  may  claim 
that  the  sugar  duty  has  been  a  most 
successful  tax.  It  has  been  successful  in 
two  ways,  and  for  two  reasons.  In  the 
first  place,  I  wish  to  bear  my  strong 
testimony  to  the  admirable  work  done 
by  the  Customs  authorities  in  devising 
the  details  of  the  tax,  and  the  tact  and 
judgment  with  which  they  have  carried 
it  into  execution.  That  has  contributed 
greatly  to  the  smoothness  with  which 
it  has  worked.  In  the  second  place, 
I  have  had  a  stroke  of  good  fortune  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  year.  There  has 
been,  as  the  Committee  are  perhaps 
aware,  an  exceptionally  good  harvest  of 
beet  sugar;  and  that  has  lowered  the 
price  of  sugar  to  such  an  extent  that,  se 
far  as  wholesale  purchasers  of  sugar  are 
concerned,  I  believe  for  several  months 
past  they  have  been  paying  only  from 
Is.  lOd.  to  28.  a  cwt.  more,  including 
the  duty  of  is.  2d.  per  cwt.,  than 
they  paid  a  year  ago.  And  although  no 
doubt  at  first,  as  I  anticipated,  the  retail 
purchaser  of  sugar  had  the  price  raised 
against  him  to  the  extent  of  ^.  in  the 
pound,  yet  even  that  has  gone  down  in 
many  places  certainly  to  ^d.  in  the  pounds 
and  I  believe  in  some  cases  to  no  increase 
at  all,  as  compared  with  the  prices  last 
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year,  when  there  was  no  duty  on 
tugmr.  I  hope  it  will  be  felt  by  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  somewhat  doleful  pro- 
phecies which  came  from  some  hon. 
Members  whom  I  now  see  on  the  Benches 
opposite,  including  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  as  to 
the  terrible  burden  that  this  sugar  duty 
was  about  to  impose  on  the  working 
classes,  have,  to  ajgreat  extent  at  any  rate, 
been  falsified. 

COAL    DUTY. 

Now  I  come  to  another  tax,  which 
was  even  more  bitterly  opposed  than 
the  duty  on  sugar — ^the  export  duty 
on  coal  We  do  not  hear  much 
about  that  now.  That  duty  produced 
last  year  £1,314,000— a  Uttle  more  than 
my  estimate,  after  allowing  for  the 
exemption  granted  to  certain  contracts 
made  before  the  date  of  the  Budget,  and 
for  the  rebate  on  coal  not  exceeaing  the 
price  of  68.  per  ton  free  on  board.  The 
total  export  of  coal  in  the  twelve  months 
ending  with  the  dlgt  of  last  month  was 
44,064,000  tons  ;  in  the  previous  twelve 
months  it  had  been  45,153,000  tons.  I 
anticipated  a  decrease  on  account  of 
what  everybody  knows  has  occurred — 
the  great  commercial  depression  in  Ger- 
many, which  is  a  large  purchaser  of  our 
coal ;  and  similar  conditions,  though  less 
in  extent,  in  other  coal  importing  coun- 
tries. But,  comparing  the  exports  of 
the  year  ending  March  31st  last,  with 
the  exports  of  the  year  ending  March 
31st,  1900,  which  were  43,694,000  tons, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  exports  of  last 
year  were  higher  than  those  of  any 
prerioufl  year  except  the  record  year 
which  immediately  preceded  it.  Although 
DO  doubt  the  imports  of  coal  into  Ham- 
burg from  all  sources  have  been  less 
than  in  the  previous  year,  yet  our  coal 
in  that  market  has  held  its  own ;  and, 
having  carefully  consulted  our  Con- 
sub  at  several  places  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, I  think  I  am  in  a  position  to 
form  a  pretty  certain  estimate  that  the 
competition  of  American  coal  in  the 
Mediterranean,  which  began  owing  to 
the  high  prices  in  the  year  1900,  is  not 
likely  to  be  continued  to  any  extent  in 
the  year  that  is  now  before  us. 

Sir,  there  has  been  a  curious  matter 
with  regard  to  this  export  of  coaL  I 
alluded  last  year  to  the  effect  the  duty 


might  have  on  our  great  shipping  interest, 
and  ventured  to  suggest  that  our  ship- 
owners, when  clearing  from  home  ports, 
might  with  advantage  devote  a  little 
more  space  on  board  their  ships  to  coal 
than  they  had  previously  done,  so  as  to 
save  them  from  paying  the  duty  on 
coaling  abroad  T^at  was  laughed  at  at 
the  time;  I  was  told  I  knew  nothing 
about  shipping.  But  the  shipowners  have 
acted  upon  my  advice.  In  the  year  1901 
the  exports  of  bunker  cnal,  which,  as 
everyone  knows,  is  duty  free,  amounted 
to  11,827,000  tons;  m  the  year  just 
ended,  March  31st,  they  amounted 
to  13,966,000  tons,  which  pretty 
well  proves  that  many  shipowners 
have  taken  coals  for  the  round 
voyage  instead  of  coaling,  as  they  did 
formerly,  partly  at  foreign  ports,  and 
thus  a  change  has  been  effected  which 
cannot  but  be  to  the  advantage  of  our 
coal  industry  at  home.  On  the  whole,  I 
will  venture  to  say  that,  as  far  as  the 
experience  of  this  last  year  goes,  there 
has  been  no  ground  whatever  shown  for 
those  prophecies  of  ruin  to  our  great 
coal  mining  and  exporting  industry  of 
which  we  heard  so  much  in  this  House 
last  year  from  the  representatives  of  that 
industry.  I  do  not  say  that  the  ex- 
perience of  last  year  is  conclusive, 
because,  of  course,  a  large  part  of 
our  exports  were  under  cofltracta 
made  before  the  date  of  the  Budget. 
The  year  that  is  to  come  will  be  a  much 
fairer  test.  But  this  1  will  say,  that,  if 
the  result  should  show  that  there  haa 
been  in  that  year  no  increase  in  the 
export  of  our  coal,  or  even  a  decrease  as 
compared  with  former  years,  that  will 
not  be  to  my  mind  any  proof  whatever 
that  this  duty  ought  to  be  repealed. 

WINE  DUTIES. 

I  have  little  more  to  say  with  regard 
to  Customs  revenue.  Some  people  are 
fond  of  suggesting  to  me,  and  I  have 
even  had  such  suggestions  from  Mem- 
bers of  this  House,  that  I  nught  raise 
a  great  revenue  by  increasing  the  wine 
duties  upon  such  articles  as  champagne. 
[Opposition  cries  of  **  Hear,  hear !  '*]  I 
see  that  that  opinion  is  held  at  the 
present  moment.  The  wine  duties  pro- 
duced £38,000  less  than  in  the  year 
before,  and  the  falling  off  was  entirely 
in  the  stronger  and  higher  taxed  wines. 
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I  venture  to  say  that  it  would  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  obtain  an  increased  revenue 
from  the  wine  duties,  and  that  the  only 
result  of  attempting  to  do  so  would  be 
this,  that  more  people  would  drink  English 
•chamjiagne  than  think  they  drink  it  at 
the  present  moment.  I  allowed  a  con- 
siderable sum  for  the  effect  of  forestal- 
ments  in  spirits  in  the  previous  year  in 
my  estimate  of  the  receipts  from  foreign 
spirits,  but  the  decrease  of  the  revenue 
from  that  source  somewhat  exceeded  my 
expectation. 

TOBACCO  AND  TEA  DUTIES. 

The  tobacco  revenue  is  one  which 
shoiild  be  noticed.  The  Exchequer 
receipts  from  tobacco  in  the  year  before 
lastwere£12,839,000.  Of  that,  J&l, 500,000 
was  due  to  forestalments  and  really  be- 
longed to  the  revenue  of  last  year. 
Therefore,  in  estimating  my  revenue  from 
tobacco  last  year,  I  put  that  estimate  as 
low  as  £1 1, 100,000.  But  the  actual  yield 
to  the  Exchequer  has  only  been 
£10,565,000.  I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot  say 
that  the  revenue  from  tobacco  is  a  growing 
revenue,  but  this  year,  at  any  rate,  I  expect 
-a  better  yield,  because  fortunately  there 
were  no  forestalments  this  Spring.  I 
think  that  those  gentlemen  who  attempted 
it  in  the  previous  year  a  little  burned 
their  fingers.  We  have  from  tea  an 
increased  revenue  of  £490,000  above 
my  estiltiate.  That  concludes  my  review 
of  the  Customs  Revenue. 

EXCISE,   BEER  AND  SPIRITS. 

I  now  turn  to  the  Inland  Revenue. 
Excise  shows  a  heavy  falling  off.  The 
receipts  last  year  were  £31,600,000 
aa  compared  with  £33,100,000  in  the 
year  before.  Beer  fell  by  £200,000, 
producing  only  £13,300,000,  and  this 
has  been  the  second  year  in  which 
there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  con- 
sumption of  beer.  I  think  the  reason 
has  been  that  brewers  generally,  instead 
of  adding  the  tax  to  their  price,  have 
-decreased  the  gravity  of  their  beer ;  but 
their  customers  do  not  like  the  diluted 
■article  as  well  as  the  previous  article. 
Certainly  it  has  happened  last  year  th^t 
fewer  bulk  barrels,  as  they  are  technically 
called,  have  gone  into  consumption  from 
the  breweries  than  went  into  consumption 
thp  year  before.  The  revenue  from  home 
spirits  has  largely  decreased.  Last  year  it 
was  £1 7,630,000,  a  decrease  of  £1,370,000 
*8  compared  with  the  year  before,  but 
nearly  all  this  is  due,  not  to  decreased 
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consumption  on  the  part  of  the  peojJe, 
but  to  forestalments  of  the  duty,  by 
clearances  of  spirits  in  the  year  before, 
depriving  last  year  of  the  revenue  which 
properly  belonged  to  it.  Here  again, 
though  I  cannot  say  that  the  revenue 
from  spirits  is  buoyant,  yet  I  shall 
expect  increased  receipts  from  spirits  in 
the  year  before  ua  We  received  from 
glucose  £64,000  under  excise  duty  in 
nine  months. 

DEATH  DUTIES. 

I  now  turn  to  the  death  duties. 
They  produced  £18,398,000,  namely, 
£14,200,000  to  the  Exchequer,  and 
£4,198,000  to  the  Local  Taxation 
Fund.  The  Exchequer  receipts  were 
£1,220,000  more  than  the  previous  year, 
and  £200,000  more  than  my  estimate. 
These  high  receipts  were  due  to  two 
causes  on  which  I  had  calculated.  In 
the  first  place,  I  had  made  arrangements 
to  clear  up  a  good  many  outstanding 
arrears,  for  the  benefit,  not  only  of  the 
Exchequer,  but  also  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, as  a  preliminary  towards  adopt- 
ing in  the  death  duty  office  certain 
arrangements  for  expediting  business 
which  were  very  much  needed  for  the 
advantage  of  the  public,  and  which  will 
result,  I  believe,  from  the  recommenda- 
tions of  a  Committee  presided  over  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Haddington. 
In  the  second  pla^e,  at  this  time  last  year, 
I  had  reason  to  anticipate  that  the  duties 
on  certain  large  estates  would  become  pay- 
able during  the  year.  I  am  afraid  both  of 
those  causes  will  not  be  so  operative  in  the 
year  now  before  us,  and  that  I  shall  have 
to  make  a  lower  estimate  of  the  vield 
from  death  duties.  I  may  say  generally, 
that  the  receipts  from  death  duties 
have  already  suffered  from  the  heavy  fall 
in  value  of  Stock  Exchange  Securities, 
especially  Sailway  Securities,  which  haa 
led,  not'  only  to  a  lower  value  in  the  case 
of  the  estates  which  fell  in  for  death  duty, 
but  also  sometimes  to  estates  paying  a 
lower  rate  of  duty  than  they  would 
have  done  three  or  four  years  ago.  The 
total  capital  value  of  the  property  pay- 
ing estate  duty  lastyear  was£2 64,000,000 
or  £2,000,000  more  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

STAMPS. 

Stamps  produced  £7,800,000,  £25,000 
less  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  was 
no  real  revival  of  business  on  the  Stock 
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Exchange,  and  there  was  a  curious 
forestahnent  in  tbe  year  1900-01,  of 
the  Companies'  camtal  duty,  owing 
t<>   the  passing  of    the  new  Companies 


1901,  they  stood  at  £5,597,000. 
On  the  same  date  this  year  they  stood  at 
£8,567,000,  and  indeed  they  would  have 
st  od  at  a  higher  figure  by  £1,264,000^ 


Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  Janu-  if  there  had  not  been  some  slight  delay 
ary  1st,  1901,  and  led  to  a  great  many  lin  repaying  an  advance  which  had  been 
promoters  taking  care  to  register  their  I  made  by  the  Exchequer  for  some  camtal 
companies  in  December,  1900,  in  order  |  expenditure,  and  which  has  since  been 
that  they  might  escape  the  operation  of  { repaid.  Of  course  the  increape  in  the 
the  Act.  iMdances  was  mainly  due  to  the  £4,029,000' 

INCX>ME  TAX.  surplus  receipts  from  the  Consols  loan 

Last,   but  not  least,   I   come   to  the   of  last  year, 
income  tax.     I  may   say  that  though  ,  national  debt. 


sometimes,  no  doubt,  the  death  duties 
— the  reform  and  extension  of  which  we 
owe  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
po  ite,  as  I  have  always  acknowledged — 
may  be  a  useful  lifebuoy  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  a  time  of 
difficulty,  yet  the  real  ship  which  bears 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  this 
country  over  a  stormy  ocean  is  not  the 
death    duties,    but    the    income     tax. 


The  account  of  the  National  Debt,. 
I  am  afraid,  is  not  quite  so  satis- 
factory.  On  March  31  st  last  it 
stood  at  £768,408,000,  but  that  in- 
cluded £20,532,000  expended  in  repitK 
ductive  works,  and  repaid,  as  the  Com* 
mittee  are  aware,  by  Votes  on  the  annual 
Estimates  both  as  to  interest  and 
capital     Deducting  that,  therefore,  as  I 


The  yield  from  income  tax  kst  year  was    ^^«  d^?«  ^^^  Tj"??"^  ^"^^V  «^^«  n^ 

£34,800,000,  a  mUUon   more  than  my   dead  weight  of  debt  was  £747  876,000, 

fstimate.     Last  year   I  pointed   out   to    bemg£59,884,000  more  than  last  year. 

the  Committee  that  theVield  per  penny  I  ^^^^^^^^Ta^"^  t^^^^^        tu"^    ^!3 
of  the  income  tax  had  ii  the  pr^ioui   of  £60,000,000  last  Spnng.  The  Funded. 

year    been     higher     than     had     ever ,  J>«»>t  «Jo^^f^^,««^^^^^ 

previously   been  known,   although    the  ,  ^^^  of  £58  405,000,  because  £1,595,000 

Ux  stood  at  as  high  a  rate  as  Is  in  the    ^^  ^^^,f  ^Tfu^""    a""  ^P?^*^^^^,^,^^^ 
£1.    And  I    beUeve  I  stated  that   the   ^^^  «.^B,^»^^^  *^d  ^*^®  redemption  of  the 
natural  result  of  increasing  it  to  Is.  2d.  I  ^^^  ,^^^^ J^^?  7f  ^^^.^  increase 
would  be  that  the  yield  per  penny  wouU  \  «f  ^1.^^9,000  included  m  the  toUl,  on. 
show   a   decrease.     Thit   h^   been   in   ^^"^^    ^^    ^'^^    increased    value     of 


aocordance  with  the  experience  of  years 
gone  by.  But  this  has  been  so  far  from 
being  the    case,   that    the   yield     from 


terminable  annuities,  due  to  the  further 
fall  in  Consols  and  the  larger  amount 
of    stock    which     would    have    to    be 


income  tax  kst  year  was  more  than  ^^^^^^^^  ?P'^?t  .^'' "i!?"?.  f/ u  "^l 
£2,500,000,  higher  than  has  ever  been  i  state  that  the  Unfunded  Debt  has  not 
known  before.  I  am  grateful  for  the  j  been  increased  in  the  year,  and  that,^ 
prompt  response  of  the  payers  of  income  ^f  ^  Treasury  Bdls  are  concerned 
Ux  to  the  necessities  of  the  country.  ,  ^*^^  ^^.^^^^^  J?^^  ^^  ^«<f^^^^  ^^^^^^^u^ 
There  has  been  no  attempt  whatever-  I  ^^^«  .^^^  abe  to  place  those  Bills  m  the 
there  never  is-on  the  part  of  the  Inland  ^^^^  ^\  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^f'^  ^^  18s,  9d., 
Revenue  authorities,  to  accelerate  the  ^^^^  ^^^Pj  />?■  ^f^^*  '^.^han  in  the 
coUection  of  the  income  tax.  this  year  «^°^^  P«"^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  previous  years, 
more  than  in  other  years.    But,  neverthe- '  war  expenditure, 


less,  the  collection  has  been  as  1  have 
stated;  and  I  can  only  hope  that, 
although  no  doubt  the  Income  Tax  at 
the  present  rate  is  a  heavy  burden  in 
many  cases,    yet    those    cases  are  not 


CHINA 


SOinU    AFRICA  AND 
THREE  YEARS  ESTIMATE. 


Perhaps  it  may  be  convenient  if  I  add. 
to  this  statement  an  estimate,  which  can 
only  be  a  rough  estimate  -  -  for  the 
accounts   in    many   cases    are   not    yet 


quite  so  numerous  as  some  persons  would   eompleted-^f  the  cost  of  the  wars  in- 

suppose.  which  we  have  been  engaged  in   South 

EXCHEQUER  BALANCES.  ^^ica   and  China    during     the    three 

The    Exchequer     Balances    show     a  i  years    ended     March    3l8t    last.     The 

aatisfactory     change.      On     April     Ist,    total  |  expenditure    on    these  wars    has 
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been  i&l  65,034,000,  made  up  in  this 
way  : — ^Interest  on  war  debt  charged  to 
consolidated  fund  services  £4,967,000; 
supply  grants  for  South  Africa 
£154,407,000,  and  for  China  i&5,660,000 ; 
making  a  total  of  £165,034,000.  This 
has  been  defrayed  by  loans  to  the 
amount  of  £119,614,000,  and  out  of 
revenue,  including  the  revenue  set  free 
by  the  suspension  of  the  sinking  fund, 
to  the  extent  of  £45,420,000.  1  may 
Tcmind  the  Committee  that,  besides  the 
anticipations  which  we  have,  and  which 
are  coming  nearer,  of  repayment 
from  the  weSth  of  the  lYansvaal  towards 
the  cost  of  the  war  in  South  Africa,  we 
have  our  share  of  the  Chinese  indemnity, 
which  amounts  to  something  like 
£6,000,000,  and  which,  although  not 
yet  realised,  has  been  treated  as  a  very 
valuable  asset  by  other  European 
Powers,  to  set  against  this  expenditure. 
When  realised  it  ought,  I  think, 
to  be  devoted  to  the  reduction  of  our 
debt. 

GENERAL  ESTIMATE  FOR  THE  NEXT 
FINANCIAL    YEAR. 

Now  I  have  completed  my  review  of 
the  past,  and  I  turn  to  what  I  know  you 
are  all  anticipating — ^the  prospects  of  the 
future.  I  will  take  the  expenditure  for 
the  year  first.  The  Consolidated  Fund 
services,  indudinfi;  the  charge  for  thesink- 
ing  fund  on  the  old  debt,  and  £3,650,000 
for  interest  on  the  war  debt,  will  amount 
to  £29,450.000;  the  Army  Estimates 
£69,665,000 ;  the  Navy  Estimates 
£31,255,000  ;  the  Civil  Service  Estimates, 
including  £1,800,000  special  grant  in 
aid  in  South  Africa.  £26,448,000; 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Services 
£3,039,000;PostalService8£14  752,000; 
making  a  total  of  £174,609,000. 

The  revenue  on  the  present  basis 
of  taxation  should  yield  as  follows : 
Customs,  allowing  for  a  full  year's 
yield  of  coal  duty,  £32,800,000  ;  Excise, 
in  which  again  there  are  no  forestalments, 
£32,700,000;  Death  Duties,  which  I 
must  put  at  a  million  pounds  lower  than 
last  year  for  the  reason  I  have  stated, 
£13,200,000;  Stamps,  £8,200,000  ;  Land 
Tax  and  House  Duty,  £2,500,000 ;  In- 
come Tax,  £36,600,000;  total  Tax 
Revenue,  £126,000,000.  Then  comes 
the  non-tax  Revenue:  Post  Office 
£14,800,000;  Telegraphs,  £3,630,000; 
Crown    Lands,    £475,000;    Suez   Canal 
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and  similar  receipts,  £880,000;  miscel- 
laneous revenue,  £2,000,000,  making  a 
total  non-tax  revenue  of  £21,785,000.  This 
makes  a  total  revenue  on  the  present  basis 
of  taxation  of  £147,785,000.  Deducting 
that  from  the  estimated  expenditure  will 
leave  a  deficit  of  £26,824,000. 

FURTHER  WAR  EXPENDFTURE. 

But,  Sir,  I  have  a  material  addition,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  to  make  to  that  sum.  I 
would  remind  the  Committee  that  in  the 
Army  Estimates  of  this  year  there  was 
included  a  sum  of  £40,000,000  for  war 
expenditure.  My  right  hon.  friend 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  stated 
that  that  sum  would  permit  of  the 
maintenance  of  our  force  in  South  Africa 
at  its  present  strength  for  a  period  of 
between  eight  and  nme  months,  but  that 
it  included  no  provision  for  gratuities  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  for  transport  home,  or 
for  any  of  those  charges  of  great  magni- 
tude which  had  been  included  in  the 
similar  Estimates  of  last  year,  the  total  of 
which  was,  I  think,  58J  millions,  sub 
sequently  increased  by  Supplementary 
Estimates  of  5  millions — in  all  63^ 
millions.  Now,  although  at  the  time 
when  that  Estimate  was  made  three 
months  ago  this  was  as  much  as  it 
seemed  right  to  include  in  the  Esti- 
mates for  War  purposes,  yet  the  progress 
of  the  war  since  that  time  has  not  been 
as  rapid  as  the  country  could  have 
wishea ;  and  it  will  also  be  clear  that 
if  the  cost  of  the  war  is  to  be  provided 
for  through  the  whole  of  the  year 
that  is  before  us,  a  very  large  addi- 
tion must  be  made  to  that  estimate 
of  £40,000,000.  I  calculate  it  at 
something  between  16  and  17 
millions.  But  perhaps  I  may  be 
asked,  '*Are  you  really  going  in  the 
present  circumstances  to  ask  the  House 
of  Commons  to  make  such  an  addition 
to  these  Estimates ) "  Well,  Sir,  I  am.  I 
will  tell  the  Committee  why.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  my  bounden  duty  as  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  when  lam  making  the 
financial  statement  of  the  year,  when  1  am 
asking  the  Committee  to  provide  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  year,  not  to  take  a 
rosy  view,  but  to  put  the  worst  before 
them,  to  ask  them  to  provide  for 
the  worst  rather  than  the  best,  and,  as 
I  hope  I  have  done  before,  however 
unpleasant  to  myself,  honestly  and 
frankly,  to  lay  the  position  before  theoL 
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But*  Sir,  more  than  this.  We  know 
that  there  are  conferencee  proceeding  at 
the  present  time.  I  may  be  asked, 
**  Hare  you  no  hope  of  the  happy  result 
of  those  conferences?'*  Sir,  I  have 
hopes ;  but  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  be 
tnliuenoed  by  such  hopes  on  such  an 
occasion.  I  must  put  them  aside,  and 
I  will  ask  the  Hous3  to  put  them  aside 
also,  and  I  will  say  why.  There  is  great 
truth  in  the  old  maxim,  '*  If  you  want 
peace,  prepare  for  war."  And  those 
of  us  who  are  most  anxious  for 
peace  —  and  no  one  is  more  anxious 
tor  ic  than  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer— I  think  perhaps  will  see  most 
clearly  that  nothing  is  more  likely  to 
conduce  to  peace  at  snch  a  crisis  as  that 
at  which  we  now  stand,  than  a  proof 
by  the  House  of  Commons  of  a  firm 
attitude  on  the  part  of  the  country 
and  of  our  determination  that,  if 
our  hopes  should  unhappily  not  be 
realised,  at  any  cost  the  war  shall  be 
carried  to  a  successful  issue.  Therefore, 
Sir,  I  have  to  ask  the  Committee  to  make 
a  large  addition  to  the  deficit  which  I 
have  already  stated. 

OTHER   ITEMS  OF  EXPENDFTURE. 

I  have  also  to  provide  for  three 
other  matters.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Committee  are  aware  that  up  to 
July  1st  next,  either  by  Votes  passed 
last  session  or  by  Estimates  already 
laid  on  the  Table,  the  whole  cost 
of  the  equipment  and  maintenance  of  the 
Constabulary  in  South  Africa  has  been 
provided  for  by  this  country.  I  am  gl^ 
to  be  able  to  state  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  result  of  what  is  now  going  on, 
Lord  Milner  has  every  confidence  that  in 
the  next  financial  year  of  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colonies,  which  will  com- 
mence on  July  Ist,  these  Colonies  will 
be  able  to  provide  for  the  whole  cost  of 
6,000  of  the  Constabulary,  in  addition  to 
what  they  are  at  present  providing  for, 
the  cost  of  their  civil  administration, 
besides  the  interest  on  their  debt,  and  the 
interest  due  to  the  bond  holders  and 
shareholders  of  the  railways  ;  provided 
that  the  railways  by  July  1st,  as  I  hope 
may  be  possible,  can  be  handed 
over  to  the  civil  administration.  But, 
Sir,  the  whole  strength  of  this  Con* 
stabulary  was  fixed  at  10,000  men, 
and  assuming  that  it  will  be  necessary,  as 
I  think  it  will  be  necessary,  to  maintain 
the  force  at  that  strength  throughout  the 


! present  financial  year,  we  must  provide 
or  the  cost  of  4,000  of  that  force.  I  put 
that  down  at  £750,000.  Then  I 
think  it  will  be  necessary  for  us 
in  the  course  of  the  session  to  ask 
Parliament  for  some  assistance  to  our 
sugar  growing  Colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  pending  the  time  when  bounties 
are  abolished  by  the  Convention  which 
has  just  been  signed  at  Brussels. 
And,  finally,  I  shall  have  to  pro- 
vide for  interest  on  the  fresh  debt 
which  will  have  to  be  incurred  this 
year.  Therefore,  taking  all  these  items 
together,  I  would  ask  to  be  allowed  to 
add  18^  millions  to  the  27  millions  I 
have  already  stated,  nuiking  a  total 
deficit  of  45^  millions. 

EXPENDrrURE  AFTER  THE  WAR. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  I  may  be  asked  what  is 
to  happen  if  peace  should  come  in  a 
few  weeks,  and  if  the  large  sums  of 
56  or  57  millions  I  have  suggested 
should  not  be  all  required  tor  the 
purposes  of  the  war.  Well,  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  that,  in  the  first 
place,  though  war  is  a  very  costly  thing 
to  wage,  it  is  also  a  very  costly  thing  to 
terminate.  We  shall  have  to  provide  for 
gratuities  and  bounties  to  our  soldiers  who 
have  served  in  the  war.  We  shall  have 
to  provide  large  sums  for  disembodiment ; 
considerable  sums,  I  hope,  for  transport 
of  reservists  and  others  home,  and  for 
the  maintenance,  no  doubt,  of  a  consider- 
able force  in  South  Africa.  Means  will 
have  to  be  provided  for  something  more 
— something  which  I  am  sure  will  be 
more  agreeable  to  the  minds  of  all  of  us 
than  expenditure  on  war.  Means  will 
b.  "^^  to  be  provided  for  the  relief  and 
Th  settlement  of  the  two  Colonies  which 
have  been  so  terribly  devastated  by  the 
war.  Means  will  have  to  be  provided  for 
rebuilding  and  restocking  farms — farms, 
I  should  hope,  not  only  of  those  who 
have  been  our  friends  in  the  war  and 
have  fought  on  our  own  side,  but  also  of 
those  who  boldly  and  honestly  have  been 
our  enemies  in  the  war,  and  whom  we 
hope  to  make  our  friends  in  the  future. 
I  think  the  House  of  Commons,  if  peace 
is  made  on  terms  which  in  our  belief 
will  be  satisfactory,  enduring,  and  safe, 
will  be  generous  in  these  matters :  and 
yet  I  do  not  believe  that  they  need 
involve  any  great  charge  upon  this 
country,    ior  I  am  convinced,  looking 
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at  the  remarkable  progress  which 
has  been  already  made  even  during 
the  war  in  the  restoration  of  industrial 
prosperity  in  the  goldfields  and  in  the 
more  important  centres  of  the  Transvaal, 
that  it  will  be  perfectly  possible  for 
the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Kiver 
Colony,  if  we  were  to  advance  to  them 
loans  for  the  purposes  I  have  described 
and  for  other  similar  purposes— for  rail- 
way extension,  for  enabling  them  to 
obtain  on  fair  terms  control  over  their 
own  railways,  and  matters  of  that  kind — 
to  repay  such  advances,  both  capital  and 
interest,  on  terms  which  would  be  emi- 
nently satisfactory  to  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country.  Of  course,  any  proposak 
of  this  kind  could  not  be  earned  out  by 
the  Grovemment  without  being  fully  ex- 
plained to  the  House  of  Commons  and 
without  the  authority  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  therefore  no  one  need 
fear,  as  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Question  ton  ght  rather  suggested, 
that,  if  the  money  which  I  shall  ask  the 
Committee  to  provide  primarily  for  the 
possible  cost  of  the  war  is  not  expended 
on  that  service,  it  will  not  be  ex- 
pended beneficially,  and  in  matters  which 
will  be  infinitely  more  agreeable  to  us 
than  any  war  expenditure  can  be. 

PROPOSALS  TO  MEET  THE  DEFICIT. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  deal  with  a  deficit 
of  45^  millions.  This  is,  however,  not 
the  net  deficit,  because  I  propose  to  re- 
duce it  by  suspending  the  Sinking  Fund, 
as  I  did  last  year  and  the  year  before, 
which  means  rather  more  than 
4J  millions.  The  deficit  would  there- 
fore be  reduced  to. 41  millions.  Now, 
how  is  that  to  be  met  %  I  hope  that  the 
Committee  will  be  of  the  opinion,  as  they 
have  been  of  opinion  during  the  last 
two  years,  that  part  of  it  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  increased  taxation.  It  is 
primarily  a  war  deficit,  and,  being  a  war 
deficit,  I  think  part  of  it  oug:ht  to  be 
provided  for,  by  a  call  on  the  direct  tax- 
pavers  as  well  as  on  the  indirect 
taxpayers  of  the  coimtry. 

INCOME  TAX. 

I  make  that  call  again  on  the 
payers  of  the  income  tax.  [**  Oh,  oh  !  " 
and  cheers]-  I  think  I  can  show,  in 
spite  of  the  protests  of  my  right  hon. 
friend,  that  that  is  necessary  and  justi- 
fied by  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Sir  M.  Hkks  Beach, 


Sir,  why  has  the  income  tax 
alwa3m  been  regarded  as  our  great 
financial  engine  in  the  time  of  war  % 
Why,  surely  for  this  reason — that  it  can 
be  increased  without  that  disturbance 
of  trade,  commerce,  aiid  industry  which 
the  increase  of  any  other  tax  must 
alwa3m  necessarily  involve.  That  is,  so 
to  speak,  the  one  redeeming  feature 
in  what  otherwise  would  be  a  most 
disagreeable  operation.  There  is  a 
converse  side  to  this  question  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  attention. 
I  have  referred  to  the  situation 
when  the  war  comes  to  an  end. 
I  do  not  know  when  that  will  be,  but  I 
think  there  is  almost  a  universal  feeling, 
even  in  quarters  most  hostile  to  this 
country,  that  the  war  is  now  approach- 
ing its  end.  Well,  Sir,  if  during  the 
war  we  do  not  shrink  from  bearing  that 
part  of  the  cost  of  the  war  which  we 
fairly  ought  to  bear,  then  at  the  end  of 
the  war  must  come  the  reduction  of 
taxation.  On  previous  occasions  it  has 
always  been  felt  that  the  income  tax- 
payers had  the  first  claim  to  such  a 
reduction. 

Mr.     JAMES    LOWTHER     (Kent. 
Thanet) :  They  have  never  had  it. 


Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Never  had 


it  I 


Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :    No. 

Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  The  in- 
come tax  rose  to  Is.  4d.  in  the 
pound  during  the  Crimean  war,  and 
when  the  war  was  ended  it  was 
reduced  to  7d.  in  the  pound.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  promise  so  large 
a  reduction,  because  there  are  other 
circumstances  to  be  considered ;  but  this 
I  will  venture  to  say,  that  the  increase 
of  Id.  in  the  pound  which  I  now  ask, 
ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  considered 
as  the  first  item  to  be  reduced  when  the 
happy  days  of  peace  and  reduction  of 
taxation  are  reached.  That  increase 
will  produce  £2,000,000  in  the  present 
jrear,  and  next  year  an  additional 
£500,000 

STAMP  DUTIES. 

Now  I  come  to  another  form  of  direct 
taxation,  as  to  which  I  shall  ask  leave  to 
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make  a  alight  addition.    I  refer  to  the    whenever  your  banker  will  allow  you, 

etimp  duties.    Afi  every  one  knows  who   that  2d.  on  a  cheque  is  not  too  much  to 

has    studied    our   finances  the    stamp  ,  pay  to  the  State  for  these  privileges. 

duties   are  remarkable  in  their  vicissi-  indirect  taxation. 

tudes,  but  there  is  one  kind  of  which  it       ^^         or  ^      •  V 

may  be  said  it  regularly  increases,  and !  ^^^*^'   ^  ^^"^^   ^    *°^^^^^   *^**- 

that       is      a      small      and       uniform 

stamp   dutv,   which   gives   no    trouble,  ,     ^      tt/^mi-  4  t»t-w  TrrxT/^wxTrr^  /or  «?  1  j 
and  ^   does       not       te.npt       evasion.  ! ,,  ^IR  HO^V  ARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield. 
Amongst  the   small  stamp  duties  is  a  I  Central) :  Hear,  hear ! 
stamp  duty  of    Id.   on   bills  at   sight,'     giE    iM.     HICKS    BEACH:     I     am 
and  amongst  these  are  reckoned  dividend   afraid    that    our    old    favourites,    beer. 


warrant«  and  the  cheques  that  we  draw 


spirits  and  wine,  are  even  less  promising 


upon  our  bankers,     bir.  I  am  goiiv5  to  !  subjects    for    increased    taxation    than 
a-ik    that   this    Id.    tax  may  be  2d.     I    jj^ey    were    a    year    ago.     I    think    I 
think    hon.   Members  will   be  surpnsed  |  h^^g  said   something    already  to  show 
when  they  hear  how  much  it  is  antici-  [  j-jje    Committee   that    any    attempt   to 
pated  that  this  will  yield.    The  Inland  |  increase  taxation  on  those  articles  would 
Iterenue  authonttes  know  pretty    well    ^qj  j^  present  circumstonces.  be  likely  to 
how    much  IS   derived  from    this   tax.  i  ^^  ^  the    revenue.    Tobacco  is  in  a 
because,  of  course,  it  is  the  custom  for   gj^aai.  position;    nav.   it  is  even   in   a 
bankers    to    have    their    cheque-books   ^o^se    position,    for.    although   it   has 
stamped  by  the  Inland  Revenue  author-   j^^ys    hitherto  been   considered   as  a 
ities    before    circulaUng  them   to    their   ^^^^  peaceful  and  soothing  article,  it  is 
customers ;  and,  assuming  that  time  is    ^^^  ^^e  subject  of  an  internecine  war- 
given,  as  It  ought  to  be  given,  before  the    f^^^  ^^  ^j^g  pj^^  of  rival  manufacturers 
ux   comes    into    force,   to    make    the   ^jjjeh   I   hope  mav  result  in  ultimate 
necessary  arrangements,  say  up  to  July  I  benefit  to  the  consumer,  but  which  at 
1  St.  the  yield  for  the  current  year  of  an  ad-   present    has    utterly    disorganised    the 
ditional  Id.  on  bills  at  sight  may  be  no  less   j^je;  and  I  know  from  past  experience 
than  haU  a  milhon.   That  is  the  yield  for   ^ow  very  sensitive  a  subject  tobacco  is 
the  year  1902-03     The  Id.  stamp  duty   ^^   ^ny  changes  in  taxation,  and   how 
on  cheques  yielded  in  1001-02  the  sum  ,  dangerous  it  is  to  attempt  changes  with 
of  £800.000.    The  fact  is,  cheques  have  \  ^  ^^^  of  greater  yield  to  the  revenue. 
80  enormously  increased  that  they  have  xhen,  Sir.  I  come  to  tea.     Well,  I  have 
b«ome    the    paper    currency    of     the   listened  to  the  pitiful  cry  of  our  feUow- 
country ;   they  are  used  for  any  sum,  ;  subjects  the  tea-producers  in  India  and 
however  small.    It  is  possible  that  some   Ceylon.  and  bearing  in  mind  that  tea. 
economically  minded  persons  may  not    ^Yiicb  is  almost  a  necessary  of  life,   is 
give  quite  as  many   cheques  at  2d.  as   already  toxed  to  as  much  as  75  per  cent. 
they  have  given  m  the  past  at  Id.    If  of  its  average  value.  I  confess  I  should  be 
■o,  no  one  ought  to  be  more  delighted   g^^^y  to  increase   that  tox.     I  turn  to 
than  the  bankers,   whose  accounts  will   sugar.     Several  very  astute  individuals. 
be    greatly  simphfied.     But   I   do   not   ^jj^  jj^^e  no  doubt  cleared  sugar  very 
bdieve  myself  that  that  will  be  largely   largely  in  anticipation  of  an  increased 
the  result,  for  the  simple  reason,  that    j^^y  jj^y^  suggested  to  me  that  sugar 
we   have  all  got  out  of  the  practice  of    ^^uy  ^ell  bear  an  addition.    I  have  no 
carrying  much    cash     about    us;    and  |  p^^icular  desire  to  enable  them  to  charge 
if  it  cosU  2d.  to  send  a  money  order  for   ^  ^y^^^j.  customers  duty  which  they  have 
XI.  and  as  much  to  send  postal  orders  |  ^^t  paid,  and  put  it  into  their  pockets 
for  21s.  6d..  I  do  not  see  why  you  should   instead  of  paying  it  into  the  Exchequer. 
be  able  to  transmit  money  through  the   gut  I  may  say  this.     The  manufactur- 
po8t  by  cheque  cheap-r  tlmn  you  can  by   i^g  industries  which  use  sugar  as  a  raw 
the  recognised  postal  tariff.    I  hope  the  ;  material  undoubtedly  were  affected  bv 
Committee  will  consider,  bearing  in  mind    the  imposition  of  the  duty  on  sugar  las't 
the  enormous  convemence   of  cheques,    year.     I  do  not  think  it  would   be  fair 
the  delights  of  a  banking  account,  the  ;  to  disturb  those  industries  again,  having 
oharm    of    overdrawing   that    nccount    before  them,  as  they  must  necessarily 

VOL.  CVL  [FoLRTH  Skriks.]  G 
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have,  the  possibility  of  having  to  work  |  taxation  in  order  to  meet  the  charges 
under  altered  conditions  when  the  I  of  the  war,  so  to  frame  that  taxation 
bounties  are  aboUshed  eighteen  months  I  that    when    peace    returns    and    it    is 


hence.     And  therefore,  Sir,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  increase  the  duty  on  sugar. 

But  I  have  a  stronger  reason  than  any- 
thing I  have  named   for  preferring,   in 


possible  also  to  return  to  ordinary  ex- 
penditure, we  may  have  no  difficulty  in 
settUng  our  financial  system  on  a  basis 
which  will  be  equitable  to  all  the  tax- 


my  search  for  new  indirect  taxation,  to  |  payers    of    the    country.      Sir,    I   have 

heard  the  cheers  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Central  Sheffield.  I  know- 
that  what  he  would  tempt  me  to  is  a 
small  tax  upon  a  great  many  articles. 


Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:    Foreign 
articles. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  Now,  Sir, 


add    some    article    or    articles    to    our 
tariflp 

Sir    HOWARD   VINCENT:     Hear, 
hear! 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  Rather  than 
to  increase  the  taxation  of  articles 
already  on  our  tariff.  Sir,  I  ventured  ,  I  do  not  agree  with  that.  In  my  beh'ef 
last  year  to  impress  strongly  upon  the  the  great  clearance  of  the  tariff  with 
Committee  that  the  financial  difficulty  '  which  the  names  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  and 
with  which  we  had  to  deal  was  not !  Mr.  Gladstone  will  always  be  associated, 
only  the  war  difficulty,  but  the  rapid  which  cleared  it  of  many  —  I  might 
increase  of  our  ordinary  expenditure.  I  almost  say  of  scores  and  hundreds — of 
I  pointed  out  to  them  that  in  six  years  articles,  many  of  them  producing  very 
our  ordinary  expenditure  had  increased  little  revenue,  was  a  greater  reUef  to  the 
by  no  less  than  £28,000,000,  and  I  ,  springs  of  industry  in  this  country,  was 
think  I  went  so  far  as  to  say  that,  in  i  a  greater  advantage  in  increasing  trade 
my  judgment,  if  that  rate  of  increase  !  and  commerce  and  the  chances  of  em- 
continued,  the  country  must  come  with-  ployment  at  good  wages  of  our  working 
in  reach  of  actual  financial  ruin.  Well,  ,  men,  and  therefore  in  promoting  their 
Sir,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  that  rate  !  well-being,  than  the  removal  of  any 
of  increase  has  not  continued — I  am  particular  tax  on  any  particular  article, 
speaking,  the  Committee  will  remember,  I  however  necessary  that  article  might  be 
of  ordinary  expenditure,  not  of  the  war  '  to  their  comfort.  Therefore,  in  seeidng 
expenditure.  Last  year  the  ordinary  '  for  new  indirect  taxation,  what  I  desire 
Estimates  and  the  Consolidated  l^'und  to  find,  as  I  desired  to  find  last  year, 
services  showed  together  an  increase  of  |  is  an  article  practically  of  universal 
ordinary  expenditure  over  the  previous  consumption,  from  which,  therefore, 
year  of  no  less  than  £12,468,000.  That  |  a  large  revenue  could  be  produced 
is  what  I  was  mainly  alluding  to.  to  the  Exchequer  without  any  injurious 
This  year.  Sir,  I  am  happy  to  say,  or  oppressive  burden  on  any  individual 
there  has  been  a  salutary  change,  or  upon  any  class.  I  have  had,  of  course 
The  increase  over  the  original  Estimates  '  I  always  have,  many  suggestions  with 
for  last  year  is  £1,787.000,  and  the  regard  to  taxation;  but  in  nearly  all  of 
increased  interest  on  our  war  debt  is ;  them  I  have  noticed  this --that  the 
£1,650,000,  a  total  of  £3,437,000,  as  |  interests  of  the  Exchequer  are  not  the 
against  nearly  12J  miUions  the  year  be-  first  thing  which  my  correspondents 
fore.  But,  Sir,  that  is  still  an  increase,  have  at  heart.  There  is  a  sort  of  thin 
and  I  cannot  conceal  from  myself  that,  veneer  of  regard  for  the  Exchequer  over 
looking  to  the  continual  augmentations  '  the  suggestions ;  but  when  1  look  under- 
of  military  and  naval  armaments  in ;  neath  1  discover  generally  that  they 
other   countries,    looking    to  the    ever- '  desire    to     tax     some     odious     object 


increasing  demands  made  upon  the 
Exchequer,  flowing  from  our  modern 
civilisation,  we  must  expect  some  in- 
crease  in  our   expenditure  in  years  to 


out  of  existence — such  as,  for  example, 
betting  advertisements  in  newspapers 
— and  they  would  be  perfectly  satisfied 
if     they     were     taxed     out     of     ezist- 


come.  I  am  therefore  endeavouring  now,  j  ence ;  although,  of  course,  that  result 
as  I  endeavoured  last  year,  when  1 1  would  not  yield  one  single  penny  to  the 
asked  the  Committee  to  raise  additional    Exchequer. 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 
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HInTORY  of  THK   RE(ilsTRATlON    DUTY   ON 
CORN   AND   FLCUR. 

Now,  my  primary  duty  is  to  look  for 
Tevt>iiU6,and  my  idealof  a  tax  is  that  which 
will  yield  the  most  revenue  with  the  least 
injury  and   inconvenience  to   the  com- 
munity.  Some  persons,  Sir,  have  thought 
that  they  have  discovered  such  a  tax  in 
whixt  used  to  be  called  the  old  registration 
duty  on  corn  and  flour.     Well,  I  should 
like  to  say  something  to  the  Committee 
oil   the  history  of  that  tax.     When  Sir 
Roiv^rt  Peel,  in  the  year  1846,  proj>osed 
the  gradual   abolition   of  the  protective 
duties  on  corn,  which  according  to  the 
tariff  of  1842  might  have  amounted  to 
as  much  as  £1  a  quarter,  he  deliberately 
retained    the    dui\     of   a    shilling   per 
or.   upon  corn,  and  \\6.    per  cwt.  upon 
flour  and   meal :   and  that  tax,   which 
wad  remodelled  in  1864,  went  on  for  no 
les'*    than    twenty -three    years,    paying 
part  of  the  cost  of  the   Crimean  War, 
until    Mr.     Lowe,    not     quite    knowing 
what  to  do  with  his  surplus — 1  wish  1 
Was  in  that  position — abolished  it  in  the 
>eitr   1869  at  a  loss  to   the  Exchequer, 
which  even  then  amounted  to  £900,000 
a  year. 

Why  did  Mr.  Lowe  abolish  th^ 
tax  1  He  gave  two  reasons.  The  first 
was  that  he  believed  that,  though,  of 
course,  it  was  a  very  small  duty,  it  had 
the  effect  of  preventing  this  country 
from  becoming  the  commercial  tutrfyot 
for  the  corn  trade  of  the  world ;  and 
that  if  it  were  abolished,  this  country, 
being  situated  between  America  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  corn-growing  countries 
ot  Eastern  Europe  on  the  other,  would 
Ijfiome  such  a  commercial  entn[>nt  for 
the  corn  trade,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
our  merchants.  That  was  very  plaus- 
iV4e  ;  but  Mr.  Lowe's  expectations  have 
been  entirely  disapj>ointed.  Out  of  the 
♦-normous  imjx^rts  of  corn  and  flour  into 
thi-  country,  the  most  trifling  proportion 
is  ever  re-exported. 

But  Mr.  lx)we  gave  a  more  important 
reason.     He  said — 

•*  Thia  is  a  tax  on  only  one-third  of  our  t^ital 
t«>nsumption  of  corn  anii  tloui." 

At  that  time  onlv  one  third  of  our 
consumption  was  imported  from  abroad ; 
whereas  at  present  two-thirds  are  im- 
ported from  abroad.  Mr.  Lowe  said  that 
to  levy  a  tax  on  only  one-third  of 
the    total  consumption    of     an    article 


is  wrong  in  two  ways.  In  the  first 
place,  it  raises  the  price  of  the  whole 
quantity  of  the  article  consumed — that 
which  is  produced  in  this  country  as 
well  as  that  which  is  imported  from 
abroad.  It  therefore  takes  more  out  of 
the  pocket  of  the  consumer  than  it  gives 
to  the  Exchequer  ;  and  it  gives  protection 
to  the  home  producer  at  the  cost  oi  the 
pubUc  at  large.  That  is,  I  think,  a 
fair  statement  of  Mr.  Lowes  argument. 
It  wiLsal)eautiful  theory,  but  with  regard 
to  this  registration  duty  it  was  only 
a  theory,  and  it  had  never  occurred  to 
anyone  ])efore. 

When  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  1846  alluded 
to  this  duty  he  evidently  felt  that 
its  effect  upon  the  price  of  the  article 
Wcis  absolutely  nothing.  If  hon.  Members 
refer  to  the  delmtes  of  that  period,  they 
will  find  what  I  am  quoting.  When  he 
announced  that  at  the  end  of  three  years 
from  that  date — 1846 — the  protective 
duties  on  corn  and  flour  would  entirely 
terminate,  and  that  foreign  corn  would 
be  imported  duty  free,  almost  with  the 
very  next  breath  he  interpreted  ''duty 
fj'ce'  to  mean  that  it  would  be  subject 
only  to  what  he  called  the  nominal  duty 
of  one  shilling.  And  in  later  years,  when 
Budget  after  Budget  saw  more  and  more 
articles  removed  from  our  tariff,  this  duty 
still  remaine<l.  Through  times  which 
may  be  regarded  as  the  heyday  of  free 
trade  doctrine,  no  one  ever  objected  to 
the  duty  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a 
protective  duty.  This  was  not  because 
the  attention  of  Parliament  was  never 
ealled  to  it. 

In  1864  Mr.  Gladstone  deliberately 
remodelled  the  duty,  which  had  been 
Is.  a  (|uarter.  He  altered  it  to  3d. 
a  hundredweight,  with  the  result  of 
increasing  the  duty  on  some  kinds 
of  corn  and  decreasing  it  on  others  ;  and 
ho  even  proposed  to  include  some  kinds 
of  grain  which  had  not  previously  been 
included.  Did  any  one  then  suggest 
that  it  was  a  protective  duty  1  No. 
Was  there  ever  any  greater  free-trader 
than  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1864 1  Never. 
And  vet  what  did  he  sav  of  the  tax  1 
He  did  not  desire  it  to  l>e  a  permanent 
tax  ;  but  even  while  he  was,  in  that  very 
year,  re<luci ng  the  duties  on  tea  and 
sugar,  he  said  with  regard  to  this  tax  that 
it  was  a  tax  which  produced  a  considerable 
revenue  and  which  it  would  not  be  con- 
venient then  to  part  with. 
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Then  I  come  to  a  later  date — the 
present  day.  I  heard  a  cheer  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Poplar.  He 
has  given  some  study  to  financial 
questions.  His  words  may  be  listened 
to  with  deference,  at  any  rate  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.  The  hon. 
Member  has  written  a  book  on  tliis 
subject,  and  in  that  work  he  has  referred 
to  the  abolition  of  this  duty  by  Mr. 
Lowe.  He  states  his  opinion,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  he  stiQ  holds  it,  that 
the  registration  duty  on  corn  and  flour 
violated  in  theory  the  principles  of  free 
trade ;  but  the  hon.  Member  goes  on  to 
say  that  it  did  not  violate  those  principles 
in  practice.     He  says — 

**  There  was  something  to  be  said  against 
the  permanent  relinquishment  of  a  branch  of 
revenue  profitable  in  itself  and  collected  with 
very  little  trouble,  expense,  or  hindrance  to 
trade ;  and  pract  ically  not  atTecting  the  pnce 
of  food.  And  it  is  pretty  certain  that  if  the 
duty  were  now  in  existence  it  would  be 
retained.'* 

I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  when  he 
adds  that  it  was  ''  a  reckless  act "  to 
relinquish  this  duty.  And  it  was  proved 
to  be  so  by  the  result;  for,  as  I  will, 
proceed  to  show,  the  abolition  of  the 
duty,  as  the  hon.  Member  states,  practi- 
cally did  not  at  all  affect  the  price  of 
food — not  even  of  com  like  wheat, 
barley,  and  oats,  which  are  so  largely 
produced  in  this  country. 

The  duty  was  abolished  on  June  1st, 
1869.  The  monthly  average  price  of 
wheat  in  January  of  that  year  was  5 1  s.  7d. 
per  quarter.  It  fell  from  that  time  until, 
in  the  last  week  of  May,  it  was  458.  2d. 
That  was  also  the  last  week  of  the  duty. 
On  June  Ist  the  duty  was  abolished, 
and  the  price  of  wheat  remained  the 
same :  then  it  went  stead  ly  up  until 
August,  when  it  amounted  to  526.  Id. ; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  following 
December  that  the  price  of  wheat  was 
again  as  low  as  it  was  in  the  previous 
May.  What  does  that  prove  ?  It  proves 
that  the  price  of  wheat  is  regulated  by 
factors  infinitely  more  potent  than 
that  of  a  duty  of  3d.  per  cwt.  It 
is  regulated  by  questions  of  demand 
and  supply,  by  questions  of  plenti- 
ful or  bad  harvests,  by  questions  of 
the  cost  of  transport;  and  as  to  the 
effect  of  a  3d.  duty  per  cwt.  on  the  price 
of  wheat,  it  could  be  nothing  more  at 
the  most  than  that  of  the  dock  dues 
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which  are  charged  on  the  vessel  landing: 
its  cargo ;  it  could  be  nothing  nearly  so 
much  as  the  protection  now  given  to 
foreign  wheat  by  the  difference  between 
the  freights  for  that  wheat  and  the 
rates  charged  by  the  railways  for  our 
own  wheat. 

Did  the  duty  check  the  imports 
of  com  into  this  country]  Did  the 
repeal  of  the  duty  increase  those  im- 
ports? From  1849,  when  protective 
duties  were  abolished,  until  1859  there 
was  not  much  change  in  the  total  im- 
ports. In  1862  they  rose  to  74,000,000 
cwt. — double  what  thev  were  in  1859. 
Then  they  fell.  Then  in  1869  they 
rose  to  80,000,000  cwt.,  which  was  the 
year  of  the  repeal  of  the  registration 
duty;  and  in  the  following  year,  when 
anybody  would  have  supposed  that,  if 
•the  duty  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
matter,  they  would  have  largely  risen,, 
they  fell  again  to  74,000,000  cwt. 

Did  the  repeal  of  the  duty  have 
any  effect  on  the  price  of  flour?  I 
find  that  the  price  of  flour  in  the 
Mark-lane  returns  for  the  eleven  wejks 
before  the  repeal  was  39s.  per  sack 
of  2801b. — precisely  the  same  as  it 
w^  for  the  eleven  weeks  after  the 
repeal.  Did  it  make  any  difference  in 
the  price  of  bread  1  I  think  all  who  have 
stucfied  these  subjects  know  that  the  price 
of  bread  does  not  vary  with  small  changes- 
in  the  price  of  corn.  The  retail  price  of 
bread,  like  the  retail  price  of  all  articles,, 
is  established  by  averages  over  a  wide 
range  of  quantities  and  qualities,  and 
over  considerable  periods  of  time.  L 
have  no  doubt  that  our  bakers  are* 
extremely  ready  to  seize  any  excuse  for- 
increasing  the  price  of  bread,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  the  bakers  and  dealers  to- 
gether have  made  proportionately  very 
much  more  profit  out  of  the  low  price  of 
foodstuffs  in  this  country  than  has  ever 
come  to  the  retail  consumer.  But  this  .?d. . 
duty  on  com  would  amount  to  a  very 
small  fraction  of  a  farthing  indeed  on  the 
211).  loaf ;  and  there  is  sutficient  competi- 
tion among  the  bakers  to  make  it  certain 
that,  if  any  one  attempted  to  raise  the 
prictj  of  breatl  on  such  a  ground  as 
this,  he  would  soon  find  it  to  his 
advantage  to  return  to  the  former  price. 
The  records  of  price  in  1869  nre 
very  imperfect;  but  I  find  that  the  fall, 
of  wheat  between  January  and  May  of 
that  year  was  68.  7d.  a  quarter ;  and  the- 
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fall  in  the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf  in  the 
East  End  of  London  was  rather  less  than 
Ad.  And  when  the  duty  was  abolished, 
it  had  no  perceptible  effect  whatever 
on  the  price  of  bread. 

RK-IMPasmON   OF  THE  DUTY. 

I  think  that  the  Committee  will  not  feel 
astonished  if,  after  the  arguments  I  have 
laid  before  them,  I  say  that  in  my  judg- 
ment the  repeal  of  this  duty  by  Mr. 
Lowe  in  1869  was  a  great  mistake  ;  and 
tha:  a  time  when  it  is  essential  to  the 
country,  in  my  judgment,  to  increase 
the  yield  from  indirect  taxation  is  a 
time  also  when  it  ought  to  be  reimposed. 
The  duty  will  be  leviable,  as  before,  at 
the  time  of  importation  when  passing 
the  Customs  entry,  on  documentary 
evidence  of  weight,  unless  intended  for 
re-oxportation,  in  which  case  bond  will 
be  taken  for  the  duty  until  it  is  re- 
exported. With  this  exception  no  bond- 
ing will  be  allowed,  nor  any  drawback, 
for  the  same  reason  for  which  they  were 
not  allowed  before,  as  the  duty  is  so  low. 
The  duty  will  be  3d.  per  cwt.  on  all  corn 
and  grain. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Well 
done ;  well  done. 

Sir  M.   hicks   BEACH:   Assuming 
that  to  be  the  duty  on  corn  and  grain, 
what  should   be  the  correlative  duty  on 
flour  and  meal  ]    In  the  years  to  which 
I  have    referred    that   correlative  duty 
was  4jd.   per  cwt. — 50  per   cent.  more. 
It  was' based,  of  course,  upon  a  calcula- 
tion  of    the   average   quantity  of    corn 
which  it  took  to  make  a  certain  amount 
of    flour.     But  since  that  time  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  milling  industry  have 
undergone   a   considerable  change.      In 
th<«e  days  the  amount  of  flour  produced 
irom,    let    me    say,   lOOcwt.   of    wheat 
was    calculated    to    be    80cwt ,   it  was 
then      produced      by      grinding      with 
millstones,    a     process    now    practically 
extinct — at  any  rate    in   the    countries 
from  which   our    flour    comes.     Under 
thv  present    process  of   grinding  flour, 
lOOcwt.      of     wheat    would  only    yield 
72cwt.   instead   of  SOcwt.  of  flour  :  but 
the    flour     would    be    of    much    finer 
quality,  because   it   would    not    include 
the  offal    which   was  formerly  included 
in  the  old  flour.     Therefore.  I  think  it 


is  clear  that  in  order  to  equalise  the  duty 
as  between  floiu'  and  corn  we  must  put 
the  duty  on  flour  somewhat  higher  than 
it  was  before,  and  I  propose  to  put  it  at 
5d.  per  cwt..  The  duty  will  be  imposed 
on  all  kinds  of  flour  and  meal.  The 
total  yield  of  those  duties  for  the  current 
year  I  estimate  at  £2,650,000,  making 
the  total  estimated  receipts  from  new 
taxation  £5,150,000. 

BORROWINGS. 

As  my  estimated  deficit  was 
41  millions,  that  would  leave  a  deficit 
still  remaining  of  about  35i  millions.  I 
shall  propose  to  borrow  32  millions  of 
that  in  a  form  which  I  will  state  to  the 
Committee  when  I  propose  the  Resolu- 
tion ;  and  to  find  the  rest  by  a  draft 
upon  our  Kxchequer  balances,  which,  as 
I  have  already  explained,  are  nearly 
double  what  they  were  last  year. 

But  I  have  to  add  something  more  with 
regard  to  borrowing.  Last  year  I  pointed 
out  to  the  Committee  the  difficulty  in  our 
present  circumstances  of  financing  the 
Exchequer  during  the  first,  second,  and 
third  quarters  of  the  year,  because,  with 
so  large  a  part  of  our  revenue  coming 
from  the  income  tax,  and  being  almost 
entirely  received  in  the  fourth  quarter, 
and  expenditure  going  on  as  it  goes  on 
in  war  time  throughout  the  year,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  enable  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  of  the  day  to  obtain  funds 
temporarily  from  some  other  source  than 
the  ordinary  borrowing  on  Ways  and 
Means,  or  by  deficiency  advances.  I 
may  have  to  ask  the  Committee  later 
on  for  temporary  borrowing  powers, 
which  would  be*^  by  Treasury  bills, 
or  some  short  loans  of  that  sort,  to  the 
extent  of  ten  or  twelve  millions,  I  think 
the  Committee  will  see  that  the  necessity 
for  anything  of  that  kind  will  depend  upon 
circumstances  which  we  cannot  now  fore- 
tell. Therefore  I  do  not  include  these 
temporary  borrowing  powers  in  the 
borrowing  powers  for  which  I  shall  ask 
the  Committee  to  pass  the  Resolution. 

FINAL  BALANCE-SHEET. 

My  final  balance-sheet  will  therefore 
be  as  follows— Expenditure,  after  sus- 
pending the  Sinking  Fund,  but  including 
the  addition  of  £18,500,000  beyond 
the  present  Estimates,  £188,469,000. 
Revenue— Customs,  £35,450,000 ;  Excise, 
£32,700,000;  Death  Duties,  £13,200,000; 
Stamps.    £8,700,000  ;     Land    Tax   and 
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House  Duty,  £2,500,000;  Income  Tax, 
£38,600,000,  making  a  total  tax  revenue 
of  £131,150,000.  Add  the  non  -  tax 
revenue  of  £21,785,000,  and  the  total 
revenue  will  be  £152,935,000.  Deduct- 
ing this  from  the  estimated  expenditure, 
there  will  be  a  deficit  of  35^  milUons, 
to  be  provided  for  by  a  loan  of 
32  millions  and  by  a  draft  on  the 
Exchequer  Balances,  to  which  I  have 
already  referred. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  explain,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  and  imder 
somewhat  difficult  circumstances,  the 
proposals  which  I  have  to  make  to 
the  Committee  for  the  financial  arrange- 
ments of  the  coming  year.  I  hope 
that  these  proposals  may  receive 
their  favourable  consideration.  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  not  to  prophesy  smooth 
things.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  put 
the  worst,  rather  than  the  best,  before 
the  judgment  of  the  Committee.  It 
would  have  been  a  much  more  agreeable 
task  to  have  fallen  in  with  what  was 
almost  the  suggestion  of  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  have  made  my 
Budget  depend  upon  hopes  which  pos- 
sibly may  not  be  realised. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  did  not  suggest 
that. 

*Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Well,  that 
was  what  I  thought  was  tlie  suggestion. 
It  may  be  felt  that  my  demands  are  too 
large  for  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
It  may  be  felt  that  what  I  have  asked 
for  may  never  be  required.  But,  Sir,  I 
venture  to  say  it  is  always  best  to  choose 
the  disagreeable  task.  It  is  not 
agreeable  to  me  to  feel  that  this 
year  again  I  am  to  some  extent  undoing 
the  good  work  which  my  predecessors 
have  done,  and  which  I  imitated  in  more 
prosperous  times,  in  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt.  It  is  even  more  un- 
pleasant to  be  obi  ged  to  ask  a  hmited 
class  of  the  community — those  who  pay 
income  tax — ^to  bear  an  additional  bur- 
den, and  to  restore  to  our  tariff  an  article 
of  universal  consumption  which  has 
been  free  from  taxation  for  a  generation. 
But,  Sir,  I  remember  something  which 
Mr.  Gladstone  said  when,  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Crimean  War,  after  a  sorie^s 
of  Budgets  in  which  article  after  article 

Sir  M,  Hicki*  Beach. 


had  been  freed  from  taxation,  he  had  to* 
propose  new  taxation  for  war  expendi- 
ture. I  remember  he  then  warned 
the  Committee  whom  he  was  addressing 
that,  in  the  vista  of  expenditure  opening^ 
before  them,  it  was  impossible  to  say 
how  long  a  continuance  of  exemption 
from  taxation  would  be  accorded  to  the 
articles  which  he  had  himself  freed  from 
it,  among  which,  it  will  be  remembered, 
corn  and  flour  were  not  included. 

GENERAL  FINANCIAL  SITUATION. 

The  position  today  is  much  the  same, 
to  my  mind,  as  it  was  in  Mr.  Gladstone '» 
time.  The  crux  of  the  situation  is  the 
necessity  for  increased  indirect  taxation. 
I  have  proposed  such  an  increase.  I 
know  very  well  that  the  very  name  of  s^ 
duty  on  corn  may  arouse  prejudices 
strong  and  deep,  born  in  the  days 
when  such  a  duty  meant  a  duty 
intended  to  make  corn  dear,  which, 
sometimes  at  any  rate,  was  but  too 
successful  in  its  object.  That,  Sir,  is  not 
the  duty  which  I  propose  today.  It  may 
be  that  attempts  will  be  made  to  fan 
these  prejudices  into  a  flame  by  a  renewal 
of  the  cry  of  taxing  the  food  of  the 
people — [Opposition  cries  of  **  Hear, 
hear ! '] — a  cry  which  has  always  seemed 
to  me  somewhat  absurd,  considering 
that  some  kinds  of  wholesome  food  have 
always  been  taxed  in  our  tariff.  I  cannot 
myself  see  that  it  is  more  wrong  to  tar 
an  article  that  is  consumed  by  a  man- 
than  to  tax  the  means  by  which  he 
purchases  it.  I  remember  this  cr>^  was 
attempted  to  be  raised  last  year  when  I 
proposed  the  duty  on  sugar.  I  remember 
that  the  good  sense  of  the  people  at 
large  rejected  it ;  and  I  believe  they  will 
reject  it  again.  I  am  convinced  that 
they  know  and  feel  that,  with  the 
high  wages  of  the  present  day  (and 
bread  so  cheap  that  even  in  comparatively 
poor  households  I  fear  it  is  sometimes 
wasted),  the  tax  I  am  proposing  could  at 
the  very  worst  be  but  a  very  trifling 
contribution  on  their  part  to  the  cost 
of  a  war  which  the  great  bulk  of  them 
approve,  and  to  the  ever-increasing 
charge  for  the  Navy,  one  of  whose 
primary  duties  it  is  to  protect  the  food 
supply  of  the  country.  Of  this  I  am 
quite  certain — that  by  no  othor  indirect 
taxation  could  by  any  possibility  so 
much  money  be  found  for  the  Exchequer 
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with  80  little  effect  upon  the  price  of  the 
article  on  which  it  is  imposed,  with  so 
little  injury  to  any  manufacturing 
industry,  or  w'th  less  general  disturb- 
ance of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
country.     I  beg  to  move  the  Resolution. 

B.— rrSTOMS.-(H)RN,  GRAIN   AND 

MEAL,  &c. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  there  shall  be  charged  on  and 
after  the  15th  day  of  April,  1902,  the 
following  Customs  import  duties : — 

£     .s\    d. 

Corn  and  Grain  of  all  kinds, 
and  peas,  beans,  and 
lentils      -    -    -     per  cwt.      0     0     3 

Flour  and  all  kinds  of  meal 
and  prepared  grain,  starch, 
and  all  farinaceous  and 
starchy  substances  u»ed  as 
articles  of  f9od    -  per  cwt.      0    0    5" 

— {Mr.  Chaurellor  of  the  Ej'chequer.) 
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♦(6.1^.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(MonmouthshireAV.):  I  am  sure  the  House 
has  listened  with  satisfaction  to  the  speech 
in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of   the   Exchequer   has  been 
able,    with    all    the     incapacities    from 
which    he   lias  been  suffering,  to  intro- 
duce   his   financial    statement   tonight. 
With  a  great  deal  of  what  he  has  said 
and  with  many  of  the  principles  which 
he  has  laid  down,  I  tonight,  as  I  have 
on  former  occasions,  have  been  able  to 
cordiallv     concur:    but    with    the    last 
proposal  which  occupied  the  conclusion 
of  his  speech  I  must  express  my  entire 
and   abv-:olute   disagreement.     Much    as 
we  all    regret   the    enormous    burdens 
placed  on  the  people  of  this  country  as 
the  consequence  of  this  war,  I  do  not 
think  there  is  anything  that  will  bring 
home    to   them     more    completely    the 
real  results  of  the  war  in  all  its  branches 
than  will  the  taxation  proposed  by  the 
Chancellor    of  the    Exchequer  tonight. 
In  his  third  war  Budget  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  compelled  to  again 
increase  the   income  tax,    and  has   also 
been    obliged    to    place,    on     the    first 
necessity  uf  the  food  of  the  people,  a  tax 
from  which  they  have  been  so  long  free. 
I  believe  1  can  sav  that,  on  this  side  of 
the  House    at  least,   that   proposal  will 
meet  with  the  most  decided  opposition. 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  why 
there  should  be  any  more  objection 
to  this  proposal  than  to  the  sugar 
tax.  Well,  Sir,  sugar  is  a  comfort,  but 
corn  is  a  thing  of  the  first  necessity, 
and,  therefore,  a  tax  upon  corn  falls 
upon  the  very  poorest  of  the  poor.  And 
it  is  a  thing  in  which  they  are  not  able 
to  economise,  for  many  of  them  are  not 
able  to  obtain  sufficient  of  the  bare 
necessaries  of  subsistence. 

What  is  the  argument  on  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  reUes?  His 
argument  is  this  —  that  this  is  so 
small  a  tax  that  it  will  not  affect  the 
consumption  of  the  commodity.  Why, 
Sir,  that  is  the  old  fallacy  of  the  old 
Protectionists ;  but,  if  the  argument  is 
true  that  the  tax  will  not  affect  the 
price,  why  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man say  that  he  objected  to  putting  a 
tax  upon  a  great  number  of  commodities  ? 
You  may  say  of  a  great  number  of 
commodities  that  if  you  put  a  shilling 
duty  upon  them  it  will  not  affect  their 
price.  In  that  way  you  may  go 
through  the  whole  scale  of  commodities. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  own  argu- 
ments are  self-destructive.  I  do  not 
propose  now  to  go  into  detail  upon  this 
point,  because  we  shall  have  and  we 
ought  to  have  many  other  occasions  for 
discussing  this  tax  before  it  is  imposed 
upon  the  country.  I  think  this  is  quite 
the  most  formidable  proposal  for  taxation 
that  has  been  made  for  many  a  long 
year.  I  think  too,  it  is  far  the  most 
objectionable  proposal,  and  if  I  had  to 
select  the  one  tax  which  was  the  worst 
that  could  be  chosen  I  should  say  it 
was  the  tax  on  corn.  The  right  hon. 
(lentleman  says  that  it  is  prejudice  to 
say  that  it  is  a  tax  on  the  food  of  the 
people.  It  is  a  tax  on  the  food  of  the 
people,  and  you  cannot  alter  that  fact. 
It  is  a  tax  on  the  very  commodity  which 
is  the  most  extreme  necessity  of  the 
poorest  of  the  poor,  and  is  a  tax  wliich 
of  all  taxes  ought  to  be  avoided.  Tlie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  it  existed 
for   a   good    many  years,  and  so  it  did. 

Everybody  will  feel  that  this  means 
a  great  deal  more  than  is  implied.  My 
sympathy  is  entirely  with  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  the  position  in 
which  he  finds  himself.  I  do  not  know 
anybody  who  has  suffered  more  from  the 
vicissitudes    of   fortune  in   his  financial 
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career.    He  began  with  three  years  of 
extraordinary  prosperity.    He  came  into 
a  land  flowing  with  milk    and  honey. 
He    revelled    in    surpluses,    one    after 
another,    though     he    laid    down    the 
proposition   that   to    enjoy    a    surplus 
was   a  proof  of    the    incapacity    of    a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  only 
.showed  what  a  bad  calculator  he  was. 
Ifthat  is  discreditable,  he  has  retrieved  his 
reputation,  because  hissurpluses  nolonger 
exist.     The    right   hon.   Gentleman    in 
that  period  when  I  say  he  revelled  in 
surpluses   was  able   to    gratify  a  good 
raany  favoured  interests,  and  he  found, 
even  in  the  extremity  of  his  surpluses,  an 
opportunity    of   reducing  the    Sinking 
Fund.     Upon  the  strength  of  an  Extra- 
ordinary  Treasury   Minute,    which  ex- 
pressed its  alarm  at  the  prospect  of  there 
being  a  ^Sinking  Fund  of  £9,250,000  in 
the  year  1906,  the  Sinking  Fund   was 
reduced  by  one-third.    I  think  the  Trea- 
sury need   not  have  been  alarmed.     At 
all  events,  they  may  be  reassured  that  in 
1906  there  will  not  be  a  Sinking  Fund 
of  £9,250,000.     I  doubt  very  much,  con- 
sidering   the  rate   ot  taxation  and  the 
rate  of  expenditure,  whether  there  is  any 
one  in  this  House  who  will  ever  see  a 
Sinking  Fund  again. 

But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  seen 
lean  years,  and  year  after  )  ear  he  has 
had  to  repeat  the  process,  which  he  says 
is  so  painful,  of  increasing  taxation.     I 
am  sure  it  is  not  congenial  to  the  r  ght 
hon.  Gentleman  to  perform  such  a  task. 
There  is  a  celebrated  comedy  of  which  the 
title  is  •*  A  Physician  in  Spite  of  Him- 
self.''   I  am  quite  sure  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  a  spendthrift   against 
his  will.     But,   Sir,  what  we  are   more 
concerned  with  than  anything  else,  and 
what  I  desire  to  know  is,   what    are  the 
prospects  we  have  of  a    diminution    of 
this  rate  of  expenditure  and  taxation  ? 
Is  the  taxation  we  are  now  paying  likely 
to  be  diminished  when  the  war  i-»   over  1 
That  is   a    question     upon    which    the 
country  ought  to  have  some  understand- 
ing.     The    right  hon.  Gentleman    last 
year  in  his   Budget  speech  made  the  re- 
markable statement  that  of  the  taxes  im- 
posed in  the  year  1 900,  which  amounted 
to  £12,000,000,  if  the  war  was  over  in  the 
ricxt  month  or  two  not  a  penny  could  be 
remitted.     That  is   the  situation.     He 
stated  that  that  £1 2,000,000  of  additional 

Sir  Willmm  Harcmrt, 


taxation  was  voted  by  the  House  as    a 

contribution  to  the  war   and  as  a  wax 

tax.    In  that    year,    however,  nothing 

was     contributed      by      taxation       to 

the  war.    The  whole  of  it  was  met  by 

loan.      I    want    to    know  whether  tlie 

right  hon.  Gentleman  will  lay  on  the 

Table  of  the  House  a  statement  which 

will  show  distinctly  how  much  of  the 

additional     taxation     that      has     been 

imposed    in  the  last   three    years    has 

gone  to  the  war.     He  told  us  last  year 

that  none  of  the  taxation  of  1900  went 

to  the  war,  and  that  it  would  have  been 

equally  necessary   if  the  war   had   not 

been  going  on.    In   order  to  ascertain 

how  much  of  your  taxation  has  gone  to 

the  war,  you  ought  to  defray  all  your 

normal  expenditure  and  then  see  how 

much   of   the   additional    taxation    was 

available    for   the    war.       Up    to    last 

year     it     is     quite    plain    that    none 

had    gone  to  the    war   at  all.    And    T 

think  we   ought   to  have  a   statement 

in  an  official  form  of  how  much  of  the 

additional  taxation  has  gone  to  the  war 

after    defraying     normal     expenditure. 

I^st  year  you  imposed  £11,000,000    of 

taxation.     How  much  of  that   ha>  gone 

to  the  war?    As  I  understand  it,  you 

imposed    £12,000,000    in     1900,     and 

£1 1,000,000  in  1901.     How  much  of  that 

additional  taxation  has  gone  to  the  war, 

and  how   much  was  necessary  to  meet 

your    normal    expenditure]      You    will 

find,  then,  that  what  has  generally  been 

supposed  to   be   a  contribution   to  the 

war  out  of  taxation  has  been  nothing  of 

the  kind.     It  has  been   merely  ordinary 

taxation,    which    would    be    necessary 

without  the  war ;  and  you  will  find  that 

almost  an  insignificant  fraction  has  been 

contributed  by  taxation  to  the  war.      I 

would,    therefore,    ask  the    right   hon. 

Gentleman   to   give   us    a  clear  official 

statement  of  the  matter,  and  to  let  us  see 

exactly  how  we  stand  in  reference  to  it.     I 

do  not  know  that  the  figures  are  exact,  but 

there  may  have  been  £12,000,000  raised 

in  1900  and  £11,000,000  in  1901— that  is 

to  sav  £23,000,000— and  of  that  nearlv 

a  half,  at  all  events,  has  not  gone  to  the 

war  at  all,  but  to  ordinary  expenditure. 

That  is  a  matter  which,  I  think,  is   not 

clearly  understood,  and  has  a  very  strong 

bearing  on  what  are  the  prospects  of  a 

reduction  of  taxation  after  the   war  is 

over. 
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So  much  for  that.  Then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  spoken  of 
vbat  are  going  to  be  the  consequences  if, 
aa  he  devoutly  wishes,  and  as  I  hope  every- 
body  wishes,  the  war  comes  to  an  end. 
There  are,  I  regret  to  say,  in  the  War 
Prefls    those  who    seem  to  desire  that 


♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  do  not 
quite  understand  why  in  the  world  this 
additional  £10,000,000  should  have 
been  asked  for  only  to  meet  deficiency 
bills.  The  onlv  pretence  for  voting 
that  money  was  that  your  income  came  in 
largely  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year. 


everything     shaU     happen    which    will  I  »»"  that  then  you  would  thus  be  in  funds  to 
prevent  the  conclusion  of  peace.     I  feel  |  repay  it.     That  was  the  l)argain,  and  it 
sure  that  it  is  not  the  feeling  of  this  |  ^^  "^^^  ^^^^  fulfilled. 
country  and  of    the    Members  of  this  i 

House.      But    the    Chancellor    of    the       ♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  In  discuss- 
Exchequer    has    said   quite  truly   that 
there  will  be  heavy  expenses  in  winding 
up  a  war.   There  is  no  doubt  that  bringing 


ing  the  Loan  Bill  I  explained  to  the  House 
that  if  the  War  ended  I  would  be  able  to 


repay  the  money  which  I  had  l>orrowed 
a    war  to   an  end  does  not    bring   the    by  redeeming  Treasury  bills. 
expenditure    to    an    end,    least    of    all 

where  you   are  annexing  territories  of'    ^^,     ,,rTT  t  t  .  ^.»x  »  T^^^xTx^r^  m^        i 
immenw  extent.     I    thLk    we   ought'    *SirW  LLIAM HARCOURT :Theonly 

to  endeavour  to  form  some  idea  I  P'"''^?*^®  ^"'"  ^"''"'g,'^'»'«  "°."®7  ^*«, '^''T 
of  the  hopes  that  can  be  held  out  to  the  '  ^''f  '»*^°'"*'  ^'»"j^  <^'°»  'f^  largely  at  the 
country  ^to  the  extent  to  which  the  i  ^"1°^  ,*''«>'?"•  Jt  was  quite  independent 
present  taxation  which  you  have  imposed  "^  *•»«  duration  of  the  war.  The  country 
tt  iroin?  to  be  d'  '  i  hpd  h  tb  w  i  ^*^  endure  this  enormous  expenditure 
-v„f«  T  j^  u*  ™  u  T  4.1  *  -n  I  ^  with  greater  patience  if  they  are  satisfied 
over.   I  doubtvery  much  whether  It  will  ^     ^^^  ^1  ^^  .^^^  ^^^^  necessary  for  the 

diminished  at  all.    In  1815,  and  at  other  -    ^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^  {^^^  ^.^^ 

times,  when  war  was  over  the  income  ^ev^  it.  But  the  country  is  not  satisfied 
tax  was  at  once  repealed.  The  deficit  this  ^j  ^y  ^^^  ^^a^  i^  ^^  \^  i^  impatient 
year  is  practicaUy  as  large  as  last  year.  ;  ^^^^^  ^^.^  enormous  expenditure.  If  at 
\ou  borrowed  a  margin  of  ten  millions  I  ^.^e  beginning  you  had  perceived  that 
for  war,  which,  as  I  understand,  is  all  j  y^u  would  need  a  more  mobile  Army, 
gone,  and  the  £10,000,000  advanced  for  and  if  you  had  provided  vourselves 
deficienciea,  which  was  to  be  replaced  at  '  with  a  properly  mounted  force  at  the 
the  end  of  the  year,  has  not  been  replaced.  ■  beginning  or  even  at  an  early  date,  the 
^ou  propose  to  ask  again  the  sum  of  war  would  have  been  ove/ long  ago. 
£10,000,000  or  thereaboutsforthepurpose  That  which  you  are  now  beginning  to 
of  deficiency  bills,  and  you  have  not  do,  vou  should  have  done  much  earlier, 
repaid  the  £10,000,000  you  borrowed  and'  so  saved  many  lives  and  many 
last  year.  You  have  taken  out  of  that  millions.  Evervbody  knows  that  the 
£10,000.000,  £6,000,000,  leaving  only  ,  policy,  the  strategy  in  the  earlier  part  of 
£4.  000,000,  which  you  propose  to  apply  1  the  war,  led  very  largely  to  the  continu- 
to  the  expenditure  of  this  year.  That,  ance  of  the  war.  The  countrv  is  not 
of  course,  is  an  entire  failure  to  fulfil  the  satisfied  that  the  money  paid  on  the 
conditions  under  which  that  £10,000,000  |  contracts  is  money  that  ought  to  have 
was  voted  by  the  House.  -  been    paid,  that  there  has  not  been   a 

great  deal  of  waste ;  that  when  you 
*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  explained  bought  too  few  horses  you  did  not  buy 
to  the  House  that  if  the  war  ended  by  them  at  too  high  a  price,  and  too  interior 
the  middle  of*  the  year,  or  at  a  reason-  quality.  One  thinks  of  the  meat  con- 
able  time  before  its  close,  I  should  l>e  able  to  tracts.  Is  not  there  disquietude  in  the 
j>ay  ofi*  either  the  whole  or  part  of  the  public  mind  due  to  the  feeling  that,  after 
£10,000,000  which  I  borrowed  for  tempo-  ^H.  this  taxation  and  this  borrowing  to 
rary  purposes  by  redeeming  Treasury  such  an  extent  might  have  been  avoided  1 
bills  ;  but  I  said  that  if  the  war  went  on.  You  have  refused  an  inquiry  ;  you  have 
the  money  would  have  to  be  expended  removed  all  means  of  satisfying  the 
for  the  purposes  of  the  war.  That  was  country  that  this  expenditure  has  been 
^|uite  understood.  necessary  and  prudent. 
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There    is   the    still    more  important  |  long   would   it  last  ?    At  the  end  of  six 
question  which  the  House  has  to    con- '  months  the  £4,000  would  be  gone ;   and 
sider :    What  is  going  to  be  the  expen- !  the  recipients  would  not  have  settled  in  tho 
diture  after  the  war  is  over,  the  expen- ,  country.     They  would  have  gone  to  the 
diture  on  the  country  you  have  acquired  7  \  Johannesburg  diggings  to  pick  up  gold 
It  has  to  be  seen  whether  it  is  not  more  '  there.    That  would   be  the  history  of  a 
expensive  to  repair  than  to  ruin  a  country,    settlement  scheme  of   the  kind  which,  if 
What  is  the  situation  in  this  enormous  \  carried  out,  would  cost  scores  of  millions » 
territory,    in   these  two  colonies  which  1 1  see   an  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
were  once  independent  Republics  ?    What  |  opposite  who  has  studied  these  matters 
is  the   condition   of  your  Cape  Colony  ,  much.     He  will  confirm  me  when  I  say 
itself  1     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has    that  you  can  do  nothing  in  that  country, 
spoken   of  compensation,  of  restoration,    which  has  a  great  lack  of  water,  without 
in  language  which,  I  am  sure,  the  House  i  irrigation.     Irrigation  is  costly ;  and   if 
will  agree  with.     He  said  that  it  was  a  ,  you    are   going  to  irrigate  districts   as 
policy  to  be  appUed,   not   only   to  our  i  large  and  France  and  Spain   together, 
own   people,   but  to    our  gallant   foes.  •  how  many  millions  do  you   propose  to 
But  does  anyone  form  a  conception  to   appropriate  for  the  purpose  1 
himself  of  what  that  means  %    Where  is  i     r^j^^^^  ^^^^^  jg  another  thing  to  which 
the  money  to  come  from  ?    What  does  it  i  ^j^^    ^^^il    hon.    Gentleman   aUuded— 
amount  to  ?     If  we  •*  think  in  contin- ,  ^.j^^  ^^^^  ^f  occupation.      How  many 
ents  "  we  have  to  pay  in  continents.  This   ^^^  ^^  ^^^  estimate  you  will  require  to 
megalomania  is  a  very  fine  thing,   no  \  ^^^      ^^ere  1     The    hon.     and    gaUant 
doubt,  but  It  IS  a  very  costly  luxury.    Member  for  Sheffield  informed  us  the 
All    this  passion   for   the   extension  of    ^^j^^j.    j^y    ^.j^^t    there    ought    to    be 
territory  and  the  annexation  of  mdepen-    ioo,000;  and,  if  possible,  a  stUl  greater 
dent  countries  involves  a  ruinous  expen-    military  authority— Sir  R.    Giffen—  ap- 
diture.     Let  us  see  a  few  of  the  things  it    propriates  about  £1^5,000,000  of  English 
involves.     You  have  to  pay  first  of  aU  the   taxation  for    the    annual    cost  of    the 
compensations.  What  will  that  amount  tol    new  provinces  we  have   acquired.     Well, 
You  are   maintaining  the  people  m  the   ^j^^^     jj^^^ns     a    shilling    income     tax. 
camps.    What  are  you  going  to  do  with    g^^  I  do  not  know  what  the  Govem- 
them  when  peace  happily  arrives  ?    There   ^^^^  estimate  is,  and  I  think   we  ought 
IS   the   settlement    expenditure.     Where   ^  j^^^^    g^^^  j^^^    of    ^^at   the   cost 
are  you  going  to  get  the  people  to  settle   jg  ^^^^y  ^o  be.       The    men    are    to  be 
m  the  conquered  territory  -?    I  saw  the    counted,  and  so  the  force  will  be  more 
other  day  a  reported  conversation  with    costly.    What  will  be  the  cost  of  many 
the  late  Mr.  Rhodes,  in  which  he  gave  his   thousands    of    mounted     men    as     an 
ideaasto  what  the  character  of  the  settle-    occupation   force?    At    least,  you   will 
ment  was  to  be.     He  said  you  ought  to    require,  I  suppose,  half  as  many  men  as 
have  2,000  people,  to  whom  you  should    you  have  in  our  Indian  possessions,  about 
give  £4,000    apiece,   to   settle  them  as    30,000,  but  for  the  force  in  India  you 
farmers  in  the  Transvaal.    That  involves    ^^^1^^  i^^^    ^y.     We  are  told  this  war 
a  sum  of  £8,000,000.     But    what  would    ^  ^^^ged  for  the  Empire  ;  but   it   is  to 
2.000   people    be,    scattered    over    this    ^^   observed   that  it  is  not  the  Empire 
enormous  territory  ?      If   you   multiply    ^^at  pavs ;  it  is  this  miserably  insignifi- 
this  number  by  ten,  you  will  not  have    ^^nt    part  of     the   Empire    called    the 
an  inadequate  estimate.     And  who  are    United   Kingdom  that  is   to  pay  for  it 
to  go  there  I    I  have  no  doubt  you  can    ^\\ 

always  pick  up  people  to  go  and  settle  any-  ^nd  this  brings  me  to  the  consideration 
where  if  you  give  them  X4,000;  but  I  of  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
shouldhketoseeany  gentleman  conversant  ^^isX  we  were  nearing  the  time  when  the 
with  land  in  this  country  giving  persons  Transvaal  would  be  able  to  pay  something, 
without  experience,  going  to  farm  j  ^^^^  this— it  has  been  said  as  a 
country  which  they  do  not  understand,  consolation  to  the  country— that  when 
and  manage  cattle  which  they  have  '  pe^ce  comes  the  gold  industry  wUl  pay  ; 
never  managed,  £4,000  apiece.  What  but  that  I  believe  to  be  founded  on 
would  become  of  that  £4,000,   and  how    fallacy.       If    loans    are    made    to    the 

Sir  WHliam  Uarcouii. 
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Transvaal  with  the  hope  of  developing  I  beliefs,  that  there  haa  been  a  strong  market  in 
-.  ,.       .    .         T   u  r         *.!.  -^1  South  Africans,  and  no  wonder  that  the  com- 

the  gold  mining,  1  beueve  the  security    ™y   promoters   are    now    preparing    some 

would  not  be  a  good  one  for  anything    tmndreds  of  auite  worthless  flotations  for  the 

like  the  expenditure  which  will   have  to    accentanoe  of  this  gnllible  multitude. 
««Av  vtic    A^**x**  lA  w      u.    "  "***  ij  I         In  this  pai)er,  for  the  twelfth  time,  let  me 

be  incurred  1  believe  sucn  loans  would  |  ^^y  that  the  Transvaal  has  been  prospected 
have  to  be  defrayed  exclusively  by  the  '  over  and  over  again  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
British  taxpayers.  I  have  seen,  within  an^  tjiat  no  payable  patches  of  ore  are  known 
♦k  ,  !««♦  L«,  «r««b«  cr^^^  ^^r^^^\r  to  exist  whicii  havo  not  already  lieen  worked 
the  last  few  weeks,  some  remark-  ^^^  years.  When  I  first  went  t^the  Transvaal 
able  letters  wntten  hy  a  bpccial  Oom-  to  mine,  not  only  wa^  the  Rand  an  imiwrtant 
missioner  of  the  Eronomist  newspaper  as  '  field,  but  there  was  much  activity  at  Heidel- 
to  the  character  of  the  goldfields  in  South    ^>f rg,  Klerksdorp.  De  Kaap,  Lydenburg,  and 

Africa,  and  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  what  ^^^\fX!^,^^^-,^,^J'^l  IT^ 

IS  wntten  specially  for  such  a  paper  can  be  outside  districts  close<l  down.    When  the  war 

accepteil  with  some  confidence.     He  says  started  there  were,  I  supi^se,  not  six  outside 

there  have  l>een  enormously  exaggerated  mine**  working  at  a  profit.     And  yet  there  had 

«!««   of   mining  development  and  gold  1  ^-"re'r^^^^^dH/^^^ 
production   m  bouth  Africa.     1   will  not ;  —banket  reefs,  or  any  other  variety  you  fancy 
wear>'  the  Committee  with  long  extracts,  I  —hut  they  are  no  good.     Not  only  are  they 
but  this  Commissioner  refers  to  a  remark-  i  unpayable,  but  no  sophistry  can  make  them 

able  speech  recently  made  by  Lord  Milner,    ^^l^V^^^  e»«f-  J^'^Lfltl^^  trT^'^ll?!. 
^        jr'j-  ijj  1,  noimn^r,  and  be  reheveti  from  all  the  oiher 

a  speech  made  after  dinner,  and  addressed    oppressions  of   the   *  corrupt  oligarchy,*   and 

to  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Johannes-  '  still  they  would  be  unpayable.     And  yet  all 

burg,  in  which  he  referred  to  Johannesburg    these  mines  are  going  to  lie  refloated  very  soon^ 

as  likelv  to  become  **one  of  the  greatest  '  f"*^  P^^*^  I"  ^^^  «^1  old-fashioned  way  and 

%   ^v  IJ         J        ^       •  ?•        ^       the  public  IS  again  going  to  lose  heavily  on 

cities  of  the  world,  and,  not  wishing  to    ^^^^^    This  time  I  expect  the  losses  will  \^ 

encourage  schemes  that  were  doubtful  greater  than  l)efore.  The  promoter  floats  with 
and  t4>o  ambitious,"  he  was  moderate  in  a  bigger  capiul  now,  and  will  have  a  bigger 
the  expt^ctations  he  formed.     But,  looking    P^**^^«  ^«  ««"  ^^ 

forward  to  1 904,  he  hinted  at  a  population  Without  wearying  the  House  with 
of  five  millions.  Well,  if  the  population  further  quotations,  I  may  say  that  there 
of  Johannesburg  in  two  years  was  to  '  are  three  or  four  letters  in  which  this 
exceed  that  of  Canada  and  nearly  eijual  gentleman  proceeds  to  show  that  the 
that  of  Australia,  by  all  means  let  them  production  of  gold  is  limited,  and  that 
bear  the  whole  of  the  war  debt.  Com- '  outside  mines  already  worked  there  is 
menting  on  this  statement,  the  Special  ,  little  to  be  expected,  and  that  the  whole 
Commi^isioner  said —  of    these    representations    are   really    in 

preparation  for  a  great  scheme  of  flotation 
"  Lord  Milner  lately  ventured  the  statement    for  mines  not  promoted  for  working  but 
that  before  long  there  would  be  five  million    f^^  g^uj,         ^his  I  believe  to  be  perfectly 
«'hite  people  in  the  Transvaal — the  inference    ^  ^i*-c.^i_*f- 

being  that  they  were  to  be  supported  mainly  true,  that  in  South  Afnca  enormous 
by  the  mining  industry.  If  his  Lordship  knew  '  fortunes  have  been  accumulated  not  by 
that  country  as  well  as  I  do,  he  would  realise  the  productions  of  mines,  for  the  mines 
^^i^'lf  »"  .t,!r^"ty  years  from  now  there  will  \  j^^^,^  f^^-j^j  ^^^^  ^  ^^xe  sale  by  projectors 
Dot  lie  live  million  whites  m  the  whole  of  South       -  ^i_i  ^  ^       -  Z  i 

Africa.      The  mi>*take  of  Lord  Milner  on  a    of     worthless     mines     to    ignorant     and 

problem  connected  with  gold  mining  in  South  creflulous  people.  That  is  the  real  secret 
AlricA  is  typical  of  the  far  greater  ignorance  in  of  the  enormous  fortunes  that  have  been 
the  aver,^?e  lay  mind  on  the  same  subject.  I  ^lade.  Therefore,  the  notion  that  these 
*«iippo>e  tliat  at  the  pre>ent  moment  there  are  i      .n-        ^    i  ^.  •     ^u      i       i  *     r 

rekJtly  hundretls  of  thousands  of  people  in  Great  I  millions  to  be  spent  in  the  development  of 
Britain  who  believe  that  South  Africa— and  the  country  would  be  realised  m  any 
eHpecially  the  Transvaal— Is  simply  teeming  considera*  le  part  from  new  gold  fields  of 
with  tboa«ind8  of  potential  mines,  which  the  payable  gold  in  the  Transvaal  is  a  delusion 
narrowness  and  Ignorance  of  the  Boers  caused  to    T'^v.r^,  .        v       i.    j«,,,,-.^j 

Beandevelope<l,Hndwhichareabouttobefioated    V  ^vhich  the  country  has  been  decened, 
off  by  generous  capituIiiFts,   and   make  rich    and  is  likely  to  be  still  more  misled, 
everyone  who  is  now  shrewd  enough  to  buy  the         ,«,       ^,        ,  r    xr*  ^i.  u    •* 

ahari*.  A8  regards  the  already  floated  mines,  i  The  Chamber  of  Mines,  through  its 
tbey  believe  that,  under  an  enlightened  (iovern-  chairman,  has  spoken  very  much  in  this 
meat,  there  is  now  going  to  l»e  an  all-round  sense.  The  chairman  has  expressed  his 
reduction  of  five  or  Mx  HhillingH  a  ton  in  the  opinion  that  a  great  extension  of  produc- 
co»»t  of  treating  the  ore,  and  that  the  dividends     ..^  .    i  *^  .     ,         j   xu  *    i;*.*i 

are  going  to  be  far  higher  than  l>efore.  .No  ^lon  cannot  be  exi)ected,  and  that  little 
wonder,    seeing   how    wide  spread   are  these    taxation  ought    to   be   impo.sed,  and    he 
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expressed  the  utmost  confidence  in  Lord 
Milner.  But  Lord  Milner  has  nobody 
to  rely  on  except  these  gold  gentlemen ; 
there  is  no  other  population,  there  is 
nobody  else  Lord  Milner  can  act  with  or 
upon,  and  they  oppose  taxation.  The 
hope,  therefore,  to  realise  this  money  from 
the  Transvaal  is  an  utter  delusion.  These 
are  matters  upon  which  we  really  ought 
to  have  a  great  deal  more  information 
than  we  possess,  and  I  hope  that  before 
the  debate  closes  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  place  us  in  a  position  to  form  some 
idea  what  the  future  chances  are  of  this 
heavy  burden  of  taxation  being  less  than 
it  is  at  present.  He  has  pointed  out, 
unfortunately  too  truly,  that  great  as 
hrts  been  the  expenditure  at  home,  it  is 
still  going  on  increasing,  and  it  is  likely, 
with  the  spirit  which  has  been  developed  in 
the  country,  to  increase  in  the  future.  If 
this  is  so,  there  is  very  little  hope  that 
when  peace  is  concluded  the  people  of 
this  country  will  be  released  from  the 
weight  of  taxation  it  has  been  his  painful 
duty  to  impose.  One  thing  I  must  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  that  is  what 
opix)rtunity  will  be  given  to  the  House 
for  the  discussion  of  his  proposals. 
A  good  many  people  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  them,  and  they  would  like  to  have 
full  opportunities  of  considering  their 
eflfect.  There  was  a  misapprehension 
upon  this  subject  last  year,  when  it  was 
said  we  might  discuss  the  general  bearing 
of  the  question  at  a  later  stage. 

Such  a  statement  as  has  been  made 
tonight  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  is 
one  that  cannot  be  discussed  in  the  course 
of  one  night.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
ought  to  be  an  opportunity  given  on 
which  we  should  have  a  discussion  on  the 
whole  financial  position  as  it  has  l)een 
affected  by  the  war,  and  as  it  w\\\  be 
affected  by  peace.  There  was  a  mis- 
apprehension on  this  subject  last  year, 
and  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  clear 
unilerstanding  on  the  matter  tonight. 
It  should  be  understood,  too,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  is  a  party 
to  the  arrangement,  so  that  it  may  be 
carried  out.  I  hope  that,  before  these 
debates  close,  we  may  have  a  statement 
as  to  what  the  Government  propose  to  do 
in  this  respect. 

*  Sin  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  merely 
wish  to  say  a  word  with  regard  to  the 
concluding  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
<Tentleman.     It  is  the  invaria])le  practice 

bl/-  JFiUiam  Harcaurt, 


for  the  Committee  to  grant  the  new  Tax- 
ation Resolutions  the  first  night,  with  the 
understanding  that  a  futiu'e  opportunity 
should  be  given  for  a  renewal  of  the 
debate.  If  we  are  permitted  to  obtain 
tonight,  as  I  think  we  should  obtain,  the  new 
Taxing  Resolution,  we  should  endeavour 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman,  and,  by  arrangement,  set 
aside  a  night  for  a  full  debate  on  the 
subject.  Then  there  is  a  second  con- 
sideration. I  have  stated  that  it  will  be 
necessary  for  us  to  borrow  on  loan,  and 
that,  for  obvious  reasons  which  any  one 
acquainted  with  financial  matters  will 
understand,  is  a  matter  that  must  l>e  dealt 
with  promptly  by  the  House.  What, 
therefore,  I  would  venture  to  suggest  is 
that,  if  we  are  permitted  to  take  the 
Resolution  with  regard  to  the  loan  as 
well  as  the  com  duty,  the  Government 
will  arrange  that  some  other  Resolution, 
like  the  Income  Tax  Resolution,  should 
be  taken  on  a  future  night  for  the 
general  discussion.  That,  I  think,  would 
meet  the  general  wishes  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  would  be  in  accordance  with 
the  practice  of  previous  years. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  With 
reference  to  the  loan  I  do  not  think 
that  any  inconvenience  occurred  last 
year  in  consequence  of  the  loan  being 
postponed.  Last  year  the  difficulty  was 
that  the  Chairman  of  Commi«  tees  under- 
stood he  was  bound  on  the  introduction 
of  the  Resolution  to  allow  nothing  to  be 
said  on  the  general  question  and  that 
understanding  was  strictly  adhered  to 
i  in  all  the  other  Resolutions.  I  raise  the 
point  because  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to 
the  House  to  do  so. 


(7.8.)  Mr.  CHAPLIX  (Lincolnshire, 
Sleaford) :  I  am  sure  nothing  is  likely  to 
conduce  more  effectually  to  the  success- 
ful issue  of  the  peace  conferences  in 
South  Africa  than  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  generous  expression  of 
opinion  and  intention  towards  the  foe 
with  whom  we  have  been  so  long  in 
conflict.  I  am  sure  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  thus  stating  the 
views  of  the  (rovernment,  expressed 
nothing  but  the  feeUngof  hon.  Members 
in  all  parts  of  the  House  and  of  all  classes 
in  the  country.  I  rose,  however,  par- 
ticularly to    make  some   reply   to    t!ie 
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observations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  with  regard  to  the  duty 
on  corn.    My  principle  object  in  rising 
was  to    make    a    few    observations    in 
reply    to    that    part    of   the  speech  in 
which     the     right      hon.      Gentleman 
objected  to  the  proposal  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.     He  complained 
very    much  of    the  course  adopted  by 
my   right    hon.    friend  in   making  this 
new    proposal  for  taxation,  and  stated 
that  he  would  offer  to  it  the  most  earnest 
and  determined  opposition  in  his  power. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  an  expert 
in   these  matters,   and    his    opinion    is 
entitled  to  great  weight  and  authority.  ! 
But   I   think    the   House  cannot    have 
failed  to  perceive  the  extreme  exaggeration 
which  pervaded  the  right  hon.  Ge ntleman  's 
speech  throughout.     What  are  the  facts 
with  which  my  right  hon.  friend  is  con- 
fronted, and  what  is  the  position  he  has  to 
meet  I     The  facts  are  perfectly  simple. 
He  h&s  an  enormous  deficit,  which  must 
be  provided  for  and  met  in  some  way. 
The  position  of  my  right  hon.  friend,  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Excliequer,  is  that  he 
has     pretty    well    exhausted     all     the 
ordinary  resources    for    obtaining    any 
great   additional   revenue     from     exist- 
ing   sources    of    taxation,    and    he    is 
oUiged  to  try  others.     Among  them  he 
ia  going  to  try  the  revival  of  the  old  Is. 
duty  upon  com.    One  must  admit,  at  all 
events,  one  advantage  which   this  pro- 
posal   has.    It  is  not  a  new   one;   we 
have  had  experience  of  it  before.    We 
have  had  experience  of  its  effects  as  a 
tax,  and  we  have  had  experience  of  its 
repeal.    As   a  tax    I   defy   any   human 
bong  to  prove    that    it   ever   did    the 
slightest     harm   in   this    country.      Its 
repeal  did  not  the  slightest  good  to  any- 
body.   In  consequence  I  entirely  agree 
with  my  right  hon.   friend  upon   that 
point.     I     have    always    regarded    the 
repeal  of  that  tax  as  an  act  of  consider- 
able financial    unwisdom,  if,  indeed,  it 
might  not  be  better  described  as  an  act 
of   great  financial    folly.     So   much   for 
the  past. 

But  what  are  the  recommendations 
which  can  be  urged  in  favour  of  this 
proposal  as  a  tax  to  be  imposed  upon 
the  country  in  the  future?  In  the  first 
place,  the  burden  of  the  duty  will  be 
abs(dutely  infinitesimal  at    the   present 


time.     In  the  second  place  I  will  under- 
take to  say  that  the  price   of   bread  to- 
the  workers  and  the  labouring  classes- 
will  not  be  raised  by  even  the  fraction  of 
a   farthing.    Therefore,    if   that  be   so, 
the  main  part  of  the  objections  urged  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  falls  entirely 
to  the   ground.    In   the  third   place,  I 
venture  to  say  that  no  other  tax  could 
be  named,  producing  an  equal  amount  of 
revenue,  wnich  would  so  little  injure  or 
affect  the  general  public  of  the  country. 
No  argument  can  be  adduced  against  it, 
except  on  the  ground  of  sentiment,  and, 
in  the  present   financial  position,   as   I 
have  often  thought  and  said,  sentiment 
in  these  matters   is   a  luxury    far   too 
expensive  for  us  to  indulge  in.     I  quite 
admit  that,  as  a  Protective  measure,  the 
effect  of  this  tax  will  be  practically  nil. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  will  produce  no- 
less  a  revenue  than  £2,650,000  a  year. 
I  should  like  to  ask  this  question  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who  has 
had     many    years    experience    in    the 
position    now    held   by    my   right   hon. 
friend — Where  will  he  find  another  tax 
to   produce   an    equivalent    revenue  to 
this  one,  with  so  many  recommendations 
and  so   few  objections'?    I    believe    my 
right  hon.  friend  in  taking  this  step  has 
adopted  a    most   wise  and    courageous 
course.  The  proposal  he  has  submitted  to 
the  House  and  the  country  is  supported 
•  by  justice,   by  reason,  by  the  results  of 
'  experience,  and  also  by  expediency,  and  I 
I  believe  it  will  meet  with  far  more  general 
!  acceptance  and  approval  among  different 
classes  in  the  country  than  many  hon. 
I  Gentlemen    think   at   all    Hkely.     In  a 
I  word,  I  believe  the  verdict  of  multitudes 
'  of  people  will  be—**  Thank  God  that  in 
'  connection    with  the  financial  policy  of 
this  country   we  have  brought   to  bear 
I  a  little  common-sense  at  la?t !  " 

I  (7.18.)  Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON 
(Tower  Hamlets.  Poplar)  said  be  would 

'  have  not  troubled  the  Committee  but  for 
the  pointed  reference  to  himself  in  the 

'  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
On  the  occju^ion  referred  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  he  was  discussing 
the  question  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  expenditure  and  the  reduction  of 
the  debt  of  the  country.  In  his  opinion, 
thirty  years  ago  there  was  a  reckless 
relinquishment  of  taxation,  while  very 
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little  was  applied  annually  to  the  re-  opinion.  It  ought  also  to  be  remem- 
duction  of  debt,  and  his  argument  in  bered  that  thirty  years  ago  the  price  of 
the  passages  referred  to  was  that  it  corn  was  almost  double  its  present 
would  have  been  better,  instead  of  re-  price.  The  reimposition  of  the  com 
linquishing  the  duty  in  question,  to  duty  was  a  very  serious  step  in  retro- 
apply  it  to  the  reduction  of  the  Debt,  gression  of  all  the  principles  of  taxation 
Moreover,  at  that  time,  Mr.  Lowe,  as  to  which  the  country  had  been  of  late 
Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer,  and  Mr.    years  accustomed. 

Oladstone,  as  Prime  Minister,  could  not  He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  the 
have  anticipated  the  enormous  increase  proposals  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  expendi-  Exchequer ;  he  rose  simply  to  point 
ture  of  the  country.  Certainly,  not  out  that,  although  the  right  hon. 
having  the  gift  of  prophecy,  they  could  Gentleman  did  not  misquote  him,  he 
not  have  anticipated  the  advent  of  the  did  not  g\Y^  the  qualification  which  he 
Colonial  Secretary,  or  of  the  right  hon.  very  carefully  made.  His  withers. 
Gentleman  who  preached  economy  but  therefore,  were  entirely  unwrung,  and 
did  not  make  his  colleagues  practise  he  would  certainly  oppose  the  tax, 
it  to  any  large  extent.  He  would  also  which  he  believed  would  cause  un- 
point  out  that  it  was  one  thing  to  re-  necessary  interference  with  and  worry 
peal  a  tax,  but  quite  another  to  impose  to  the  trade  of  the  country.  But  he 
it.  When  this  tax  was  left  on,  it  was  cordially  supported  the  proposal  to  im- 
purely for  the  purposes  of  registration,  pose  another  penny  on  the  income  tax. 
and  produced  a  very  small  amount.  It  Indeed,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  afterwards  admitted  that  the  im-  was  raising  only  a  very  inadequate 
ports  of  corn  could  be  registered  per-  proportion  of  the  deficit  by  increased 
fectly  well  without  the  imposition  of  taxation,  he  wished  he  had  taken  it 
the  tax,  and,  when  relinquished,  the  wholly  out  of  the  income  tax  by  an 
duty  was  producing  less  than  XI, 000,000  addition  of  twopence  instead  of  a  penny, 
a  year.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche-  It  would  have  been  better  for  trade, 
quer  was  now  going  to  reimpose  it,  when  for  the  consumers,  and  for  the  country 
it  would  produce  over  £2,500,000 —  at  large,  rather  than  to  have  reimposed 
surely  a  very  different  tax.  The  right  a  duty  which  could  only  have  the  effect 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  had  pointed  out  of  hampering  and  harassing  trade, 
that,   while  thirty  years  .ago  it  affected 

only  one-third  of  ^the  whole  trade  it  (7.26.)  Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  Dur- 
would  today  affect  two-thirds,  so  that  j^g  the  earlier  part  of  my  right 
It  was  a  much  more  Protective  duty  hon.  friend's  speech  tonight  1  took  a 
now  than  then.  V'^o.  ]  A  larger  very  hopeless  view;  he  appeared  to  me 
amount  was  levied  on  foreign  corn  to  be  floundering  along  very  much  on 
and  a  smaller  amount  of  home-produced  the  old  lines.  Towards  the  end  of  his 
corn  would  be  benefited  by  it.  gpeech,   however,  there  was   introduced 

what  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  asked  if  the  for  the  Sleaford  Division  has  called  the 
hon.  Gentleman  really  meant  that  if  element  of  common  sense.  I  do  not 
only  a  single  quarter  of  corn  was  pro-  wish  to  be  misunderstood  in  this  con- 
duced in  this  country,  the  tax  would  nection.  There  is  not  an  element  of 
be  more  Protective  than  if  a  large  Protection  in  this  proposal.  It  is  not  as 
quantity  was  produced  ?  ^  a    Protectionist    who   has,    during    the 

whole  of    his   Ufetime,  advocated   those 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  the  result  principles,  that  I  welcome  this  recur- 
would  certainly  be  to  raise  the  price  of  that  ,  renee  to  common  sense  after  an  aberra- 
particular  quarter  of  corn.  [Laughter.]  ,  tion  of  more  than  a  poUtical  generation. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  laughed,  I  welcome  it  upon  financial,  and  purely 
but  surely  that  would  be  the  result,  financial,  grounds.  We  know  perfectly 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  I  well  that  the  narrow  basis  upon  which 
would  probably  not  deny  that  any  duty  our  taxation  rests  is  now  generally  con- 
woidd  have  some  effect  in  raising  the  ,  demned  by  all  thinking  persons  who 
price.      At    all    events,    that    was   his ,  deal   with   matters   of    fmance.     A   few 

Mr,  Sydney  Buxton. 
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days  ago  I  received  a  copy  of  a  memo- 
randum by  the  Committee  of  the  Cobden 
Club,  entitled,  *'  How  to  Increase  the 
PuUic  Revenue."  Of  course  there  are 
in  it  many  points  from  which  I  wholly 
disagree,  but  there  is  one  under  the 
bead  of  **  Direct  Taxation'*  which  1 
would  seriously  commend  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  to  all  who 
oppose  his  proposals.  The  Cobden  Club 
savB — 


means  by  that  doctrine.  Does  he  mean 
that  when  an  indirect  tax  is  put  on, 
there  ought  also  to  be  an  equivalent  tax 
put  on  as  a  direct  tax  ]  Does  he  mean 
that  what  he  calls  the  income  tax  p;iyers, 
as  a  class,  should  pay  this  additional 
direct  tax  and  at  the  same  time  ignore 
the  fact  that  they  already  pay  a  larger 
proportion,  relatively,  of  the  indirect 
taxes  than  any  other  class  of  the  com- 
munity ?    I  suppose  my  right  hon.  friend 


•*  We  now  pass  to  the  *|ue8tion  of  direct  holds  the  view  that,  after  putting  a  tax 
t*  vat  ion.  »n  a  (^ouiitry  where  almost  every  upon  Sparkling  wines,  which  are  wholly 
man  who  like,  ran  secure  a  vote,  the  piesent    consumed     by    the    income   tax   paying 

wholeiiale    exemption    from    the    payment    of       .  ,  i        '^  r   •     ^    ^i  i  /  • 

direct  taxes  forms  a  serious  political  danger,  class,  he  makes  it  fair  to  them  by  putting 
....  We  therefore  urge  tliat  direct  taxation    another     penny     on     the    income    tax 

!>hc>ald   be   extendinl,    either   by    lowering   the     besides. 

present  limit  of  exemption  from  income  tax,  so         y         i.*        ^.i.   a.  •    i  a.    i.  r  •       j 

as  to  include  all  incomes  over  £KK)  a  year,  or         ^    »0«^ice    ^bat    my     right    hon.    friend 

h\  extending  the  inliahited  house  duty  to  all    has      tried     to     balance    his     indirect 

houses  and  teneinenls  above  £10  in  annual  taxes  by  putting  another  penny  upon 
\-»lue,  and  maknij;  the  rate  of  the  house  .i  ^  l^^r^^v^^  ^^v  nrki*/«U  ;«  «^;^.v«*lw, 
dntv  faU  and  rise  wTth  the  rate  of  the  income    ^}^      '^"^^"^^     ^*'^'    '^^'^!'     'f     evidently 

t»x**  done    to    carry   out    this    theory.     No- 

T     ,    ,1      ,        •  *     .V-        •  *     *    .1  body  except  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 

I   shall  not  go  into  th.a  pomt  at   the  t^e  Member  for  \Vest  Monmouth  ever 

preaent    time    but   it  shows   that   even  ^^^^^^    ^^j^  extraordftiary   theory   of 

i,.r  Robert  Giffen  recogmses  Uus  prm-  ^^^^^^     ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  j^^j^^.^  ^^^^ 

ciple.     [An    Hon.   Membeu:   But  those   ^^^^,j  ^^  equalised.    The  Cobden  Club 

are  not  the  views  which    he  expressed  ^  x„  i     4.1.  4. 

-,      T    J  *         1       *^    *k-  suggests  very  properly  that  exemptions 

vears    ago.  1      1    do    not    welcome   this  r^z.   ir.^^^^  *  ^    i.   \\a  u    j-    •   •  u  j 

V^    J        ,         *     r>    *.    ^-        u  *.  irom  income  tax  should  be  diminished, 

proposal  as  a  return  to  Protection,  but  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^j  ^^^^^^  ^,^^^,j 

as  an  admission  that  the  present  system    contribute.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

is  a  danger  to  the  State.     This  document    ^u««„«*    k^v^«^««    i^.  ^      *u^  •      j 

®  chequer,   however,  leaves  the  incidence 

^•^^  ~  of   the  income  tax  exactlv  as  it  is,  and 

'U   is   only  by  direct   taxation  that  the    procet^ds  upon  the  old  link     That  is  a 

r»-^i>onaibuitv  lor   national  expenditure  can  be     *  ,  '^  ,     ^   .  i  •   i      •         i 

b:uu;rht   himie  to  the  taxpiycr,f<.r  an  indirect     ^Cry    dangerOUS    doctnne,    which    13    ab- 
fix  ih  alwavfl  nncerUin  in  it8  incidence,   and     solutely  unsoUnd.      My  right  hon.  friend 

often  appejira  to  be  no  tax  at  all"  produced  no  authority  whatever  in  sup- 
I  maintain  that,  on  purely  revenue  port  of  this  extraordinary  theory.  I  hope 
grounds,  the  new  tax  on  corn  announced  my  right  hon.  friend  will  not  persevere 
tonight  is  a  proper  one,  and  one  which,  with  this  untenable  theory,  which  is  con- 
at  any  rate,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  trary  to  all  sound  finance.  My  right 
treatment  of  home  industries.  I  hope  hon.  friend  always  displays  an  iiidiffer- 
the  time  will  come  when  we  shall  decide  ence  to  any  attempt  to  weld  the  Empire 
to  raise  the  greater  portion  of  our  together  upon  commercial  lines,  and  he 
revenue  by  indirect  means.  The  Chan-  is  essentially  a  Little  En;;lander  in 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  several  years  ago  finance.  As  I  said  last  year,  he  draws 
propounded  an  absolutely  novel  doctrine —  no  distinction  between  a  Canadian  and 
that  direct  and  indirect  taxation  should,  a  Belgian,  and  lie  rather  prefers  the 
a^  far  as  possible,  be  brought  to  a  level,  Belgian  on  account  of  his  proximity, 
i^ni^ring  the  fact  that  the  income  tax  I  think  a  great  opportunity  has  been 
payer  has  to  pay  a  larger  proportion,  missed  for  framing]:  our  fiscal  system 
Tf*iatively,  of  the  indirect  taxes  than  any  upon  a  basis  that  will  meet  the  require- 
other  class  of  the  community.  1  suppose  ments  of  the  great  bulk  of  our  fellow 
it  is  in  conformity  with  this  novel  but  subjects  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
indefensible  doctrine  that  my  right  hon.  and  which  would  have  placed  our 
friend  now  proposes  to  put  another  financial  system  upon  a  sound  basis. 
penny  on  the  income  tax.  I  would  like  As  regards  indirect  taxation,  1  should 
to  know  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  |  have  thought  that  those  who  talk  so 
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loudly  about  protecting  the  food  of  the  ^  right  hon.  friend  will  find  that  his 
people  from  taxation  would  have  sug- .  obsolete  prejudices  of  a  century  ago  will 
gested  that  some  articles  of  manufacture  |  not  enable  him  to  deal  with  the  crisis  of 
not  produced  here  should  take  the  place  \  the   present  day,  and  I  hope  the  time 


of  such  articles  as  coflfee  and  tea,  which 


will  come    before  long   when   we  shall 


are  regarded  as  nec&^saries  rather  than   decide  to  raise  the  greater  portion  of  our 

luxuries.    I  am  not  going  to  say  a  word    revenue  by  indirect  means. 

against  the  tea  or  coffee  duty   from  a  I 

taxation    point    of    view,    but   I    have       Sm    HOWARD    VINCENT :     Hear, 

never    been    able    to    understand    why    f^g^^ ! 

indirect      taxation     should     be    raised  j 

on    articles    not    produced    here    that  j     (7.40.)  Mr.  BROADHURST (Leicester) 

formed  the  staple  of  life,  while  articles  |  g^id  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  last 

which     compete     with     the     products ,  year  promised  him  that  he  would  con- 


of    our    labour   are    admitted    without 
let  or  hindrance  into  the  country,  and 


sider  some  means  by  which  the  working 
man   could  get  cheaper  tobacco,  or  the 


without  the  manufacturers  of  those  equivalent  in  better  quality.  His  corn- 
goods  bearing  any  of  the  burden  of  the  pi^int  then  was  that  the  poor  man  upoD 
rates  and  taxes  which  other  producers  !  his  tobacco  paid  as  much  revenue  as  the 


of  food  and  other  commodities  have  to 
bear  in  this  country.  This  may  be  con- 
sidered a  narrow  system  of  finance,  but 
it  is  coining  rapidly  to  the  front  at  the 
present  time.  I  have  been  told  that  it 
is  no  use  talking  about  a  registration 
duty  on  corn,  but  I  have  gone  on  with 
this     principle     notwithstanding     that 


man  who  purchased  the  best  class  of 
tobacco.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer admitted  the  anomaly  in  that 
respect,  and  he  said  that  he  would,  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  year,  make  some  ar- 
rangement by  which  that  anomaly  might 
be  considerably  reduced,  if  not  done 
away  with  altogether.   Apparently  he  had 


warmng,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  ,  forgotten  all  about  that  prombe  in  his 

now  so  very  much  out  of  my  reckoning,  j  excitement  of  levying  these  new  taxes, 

I  want  to  know  why  the  people  of  this   ^nd  he  had  lost  sight  altogether  of  that 

country  should  have  to  pay  rates  and  — 

taxes   upon  the   production   of   articles 

when  other  articles  are  allowed  to  come 

into   this   country  free  of  contribution 

towards  the  rates  and  taxes.     I  say  that 

this  system  is  unjust  and  unsound.     It 

is   contrary  to     commonsense,     and    I 

venture  to  say  that  the  pubUc  opinion 


promise.  He  hoped  it  was  not  too  late 
now  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  tell  the  Committe  whether  he  would 
be  able  to  give  proper  consideration  to 
this  point  during  the  ensuing  year. 

♦Sir    M.    hicks   BEACH:      I    did 
consider  the  matter,   and  made  a  good 


of  this  country  will  not  allow  it  very  |  deal  of  inquiry,  but  found  that  what  the 
much  longer.    The  people  do  not  want  |  hon.    Member  had   in   his    mind   would 


all  this  claptrap  about  free  trade.  The 
people  know  perfectly  well  that  a  large 
revenue  has  to  be  raised,  and  they  are 
not  going  to  be  curtailed  in  their 
financial  operations  by  any  old-fashioned 
prejud  ces  of  that  kind.     My  right  hon. 


distinctly  not  be  to  the  benefit  of  the 
consumer,  although  it  might  be  to  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturer  of  tobacco. 

Mb.  BROADHURST  said  that  some- 
thing might  be  de^i3ed  for  the  benefit  of 


friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the  poor  consumer,  and  he  could  not  see 
lives  in  the  financial  world  of  fifty  years  why  something  of  the  kind  could  not  be 
ago,  and  he  is  several  generations  behind  '  worked  out.     It  was   monstrous  that  the 


his  time.  He  beUeves  in  the  doctrines 
of  a  school,  the  teachings  of  which  have 
become  more  and  more  discredited  as 
time  goes  on,  and  he  has  closed  his  eyes 
to  what  must  be  the  inevitable  result. 
We  have  not  only  this  country  to  think 
of,  but  also  all  our  colonies  and  de- 
pendencies, the  representatives  of  which 


man  consuming  the  very  dregs  of  the 
tobacco  trade  should  pay  the  enormous 
duty  on  tobacco  that  he  did  pay,  while 
those  who  smoked  the  very  l)e8t  material 
only  paid  the  same  amount.  He  sincerely 
trusted  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  not  give 
up  the  problem  as  one  which  could 
not    be    solved.      He    must    warn    the 


will  shortly  be  amongst  us.     I  think  my  ;  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  this 
Mr,  James  Lowther. 
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new  tax  upon  com  would  be  fought  with 
all  the  strenffth  they  could  command  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House.  A 
more  monstrous  tax  he  could  not  imagine. 
We  had  been  engaged  in  a  war  for  three 
years,  spending  £200,000,000.  It  was 
i<onteroplated  now  at  a  cost  of 
£200,000,000  to  build  up  that  which  we 
had  knocked  down,  and  for  the  pleasure 
of  the  foreign  mine  owners  in  South 
Africa  we  were  now  going  to  tax  the 
bread  of  the  widows  and  orphans  at  the 
centre  of  the  empire.  [Laughter.]  Yes, 
but  we  were  going  to  do  it.  Hon. 
Members  might  say  that  it  would  not  tax 
them,  but  why  were  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men the  Members  for  Sleaford  and  Thanet 
pleased  with  the  proposal  ?  They  regarded 
it  as  an  instalment  of  better  things  to 
come.  Only  a  few  moments  back  the 
Member  for  Thanet  said  this  was  a  very 
good  start,  but  that  we  had  nothing 
Hke  reached  the  limit  to  which  we 
ought  to  go  in  the  taxation  of  foreign 
imports. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  The  sUte- 
ment  I  intended  to  have  made  was  that  I 
regarded  this  proposal  for  the  taxation 
of  com  as  not  in  any  shape  or  form  of 
the  slightest  use  as  a  fiscal  measure.  I 
went  on  to  say  that  a  vast  deal  more  of 
our  revenue  should  be  raised  by  indirect 
taxation. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  said  he  knew 
this  was  an  instalment  of  a  tax  that  had 
been  demanded  for  years  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends.  Take 
the  meetings  of  the  agricultural  asssocia- 
tions  all  through  the  country  next 
Saturday,  and  they  would  find  this  tax  i 
would  be  welcomed  in  all  directions. 
What  did  it  mean  ?  It  meant  that  it 
was  a  tax  in  favour  of  the  industry 
of  fanning  and  of  agriculture.  The  i 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  spoke  of  ] 
the  fallacy  of  Mr.  Lowe  in  having  stated 
in  ab<^hing  the  registration  duty  of  Is. 
on  corn  that  it  would  cheapen  bread. 
But  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
wms  under  a  similar  fallacy.  It  did  not 
alwmys  follow  that  when  flour  was 
cheapened  bread  would  be  lowered  in 
price*  but  it  alwa}^  followed  that  if 
flour  was  increased  in  price,  bread  was 
immediately  increased]  in  price.  So  it 
would  be,  and  so  it  must  be,  in  the 
case  of   bread,  when  this  tax  came  to 
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be  levied.  It  was  absolutely  monstrous 
that  the  poor  of  this  country  should 
have  to  pay  for  the  Empire  fireworks 
of  other  people  through  the  increased 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life  which 
would  follow  as  a  consequence  of  this 
corn  tax.  He  entirely  agreed  with  the 
extra  Id.  on  the  Income  Tax.  He 
wished  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  put  on  2A  or  3d.  It  was  one  of 
the  best,  most  direct,  and  most  justi- 
fiable of  taxes  if  it  was  properly  levied. 
He  would  not  impose  it  on  any  incomes 
under  £500  a  year,  and  he  would  double 
it  on  those  of  £5,000  and  over.  The  in- 
come tax  was  a  splendid  piece  of  revenue 
machinery  if  levied  according  to  the 
means  to  pay  it.  That  should  be  the 
first  consideration,  and  the  basis  on 
which  the  income  tax  should  be  worked. 
He  did  not  think  for  a  moment  that 
the  increase  on  bills  at  sight  —  the 
cheques  the  people  used  through  the 
banks — would  be  imposed.  There  was 
not  the  least  doubt  that  the  city  would 
knock  it  out  before  it  became  law. 
The  banking  and  financial  influences 
were  so  enormous  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  have  to  give 
way.  He  disliked  the  Budget  very 
much.  He  wished  the  Chancellor  (;f  the 
Exchequer  had  taken  another  £5,000,000 
a  year  out  of  direct  taxation  as  he  ought 
to  have  done.  He  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  fallen  on  the  evil 
days  of  departing  from  his  free-trade 
faith,  and  that  he  now  proposed  to  tax 
the  necessaries  of  the  peofje.  Had  he 
held  fast  to  the  faith  that  was  in  him 
he  would  not  have  proposed  this  tax, 
but  he  had  no  doubt  given  way  to 
others.  He  hoped  and  believed  that  this 
taxation  of  com  would  prove  one  of 
the  most  disastrous  strokes  of  policy 
that  this  Government  had  initiated  for 
many  years  past. 

(7.50.)  Mr.  GIRSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  said  he  would  begin  by  congratu- 
lating the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
on  his  restoration  to  health.  The  malady 
which  they  all  regretted  came  the  more  in- 
opportunely last  week  because  it  coincided 
with  a  malady  on  the  part  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  The  simultaneity  of  the  re- 
covery of  the  two  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
furnished  the  House  with  suitable  matter 
of    congratulation.       It    was    extremely 
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inconvenient  to  be  promised  a  discussion 
on  the  Com  Resolution  after  it  had  been 
passed,  and  it  was  equally  inconvenient 
to  debate  the  authorisation  of  a  loan  of 
£32,000,000  after  the  Resolution  dealing 
with  it  had  been  agreed  to.    Those  were 
the  only  Resolutions  for  which  there  was 
any  urgency,  and  he  suggested  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  take 
the  Loan  Resolution  this  evening,  but  that 
the  Corn  Resolution  should  be  taken  for  a 
certain  portion  of  the  year  only,   say, 
three  months.     That  would  leave  the  rest 
of  the  year  open,  and  if  by  any  chance, 
which  he  certainly  did  not  believe  would 
occur,    the   Committee     should     decide 
against  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
it  would  still  have  the  remaining  nine 
months  in  its  hands.     He  understood  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Elxchequer  to  say  that 
there  was  a  deficit  of  £45,500,000,  and 
by  the  proposals  submitted  to  the  Com-  { 
mittee  that  would  be  met  to  the  extent 
of    £41,600,000;   ,  so    that     there    was 
a  gap    of  close   upon    £4,000,000    still 
to   be  filled   up.      He   heard    with    the 
greatest  satisfaction  the  hope  expressed 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
peace  might  result  from  the  conferences 
now  taking  place,  and  he  was  also  in- 
terested  to  know    that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  considered  the  time  was  draw- 
ing near  for  the  repayment  by  the  Trans- 
vaal   of    the    money   we  had  spent    in 
conquering  the  country.     He  was  afraid, 
however,  that  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  disappointed  in  that  expectation. 
The  time  would  come  no  nearer  until  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Transvaal  had  been 
transferred  from  Mr.  Schalk  Burger  to 
the  British  Government,  and  until  that 
was  done  this  country  was  not  in  a  posi- 
tion legally  to  charge  a  halfpenny  on  the 
revenues  of  the  Trajisvaal.    He  was  glad 
to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  express 
a  readiness  to  rebuild  and  restock  the  farms 
destroyed  in  the  course  of  the  war.     It 
was  a  generous  intention,  which  he  was 
sure  the   people  of  this  country  would 
respond  to. 

He  had  risen  to  make  a  few  sugges- 
tions su^ested  at  the  first  sight  of 
this  Budget.  The  income  tax  already 
provided  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
with  nearly  £35,000,000,  and  the  pro- 
posed addition  of  Id.  would  raise  the 
amount  to  £37,000,000.  This  was  a 
stupendous  amoimt  of  money  to  be  raised 
from  a  single  tax,  especially  when  it  was 

Mr.  Gibson  BowUa. 


remembered    that  owing  to  exemptions 
and  abatements  not  more  than  half  of  the 
taxable  incomes  were  taxed.     He  held  it 
to  be  a  sound  principle  never  to  increase 
the  income   tax  without  endeavouring  to 
spread  it  over  some  of  those  who  had  not 
hitherto  paid  it  but  who  ought  to  pay  it. 
He  was  convinced    that    persons    with 
incomes  of  £200  and  £300  who  approved 
the  policy  of  the  war  would  be  ready  to 
pay  income  tax  ;  and  the  whole  question 
was  how  to  discover  a  convenient  method 
by  which  the  tax  could  be  levied  upon 
them.     The  true  method  was  the  smallest 
possible  tax  over  the  largest  possible  area. 
The  Post  Office  revenues  had  shown  the 
great  virtue  of  the  penny  in  point  of 
productiveness.     He  thought,  therefore, 
it  would  be  reserved   for  some   future 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  looking 
about  for  further  subjects  of  taxation,  to 
endeavour  to  apply  the  penny  system  to 
the   income   tax.     When  we  talked  of 
the  extension   of  the  Empire  it  should 
be    remembered    that   it   was    not   the 
Empire   that   paid,   but  Great   Britain 
alone ;    and   that    in  Great  Britain  it 
was  almost  exclusively  the  richer  classes 
who  were  made  to  pay  for  the    main- 
tenance of  the  Empire.    The  poor  man 
scarcely  paid  anything.    [Hon.  Mebib^s 
on  the  Opposition  Benches:    Oh,  oh!] 
He   did  not  say  that   the  poorer  man 
did  not   pay    what    was   really   a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  income;  but  the 
aggregate  sum  that  he  paid  was  almost 
infinitesimal,  and,  as  the  right  hon.Grentle> 
man  hod  said,  it  constituted  a  very  great 
danger  to  the  Empire ;  because  when  a 
man  voted  for  war,  and  was  not  made  to 
feel  the  payment  for  it,  he  was  inclined  to 
vote  for  a  war  in   regard  to  which  he 
might  be  otherwise  in  doubt. 

On  one  point  he  agreed  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  His 
ideal  for  this  country  was  that  Great 
Britain  should  be  an  absolutely  free  port^ 
with  no  customs  duties.  But  we  were 
now  in  financial  straits,  and  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  he  knew  of  no  method  by 
which  so  large  a  sum  could  be  so  easily 
raised,  and  with  so  little  injury  to  the 
people,  as  that  adopted  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  this  case.  It  must 
also  not  be  put  out  of  consideration  that 

the  tax  might  be  of  use  in  putting  us  in  a 
better  position  for  bargaining  with  such 
a  country  as,  say,  the  United  States  in 
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regard  to  a  diminution  of  their  tariff, 
because  in  case  of  necessity  that  might  be 
increased. 

With  regard  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  proposal  to  raise  the 
«tamp  duty  on  cheques  to  twopence,  he 
thought  that  a  peculiarly  mischievous 
proposal.  There  was  no  country  in  Europe 
that  had  so  largely  availed  itself  of  the 
cheque  system  as  this  country,  and  the 
tendency  of  this  tax  would  be  to  turn  it 
from  the  cheque  sjrstem  to  a  system  of 
transferring  money  in  coin — a  tendency 
which  he  regarded  as  a  reUc  of  commercial 
barbarism.  He  thought  he  saw  a  latent 
purpose  in  the  mind  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  protect  the  Post  Office 
by  this  tax,  and  he  imagined  that  the  Post 
Office  had  already  had  too  large  a  share 
of  the  business  which  properly  belonged 
to  private  banks. 

(8.13.)  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNER- 
MAN :  We  have  arrived  at  a  critical 
moment  in  the  evening,  when  we  ought 
to  come  to  some  understanding  as  to  the 
progress  of  the  debate.  I  understand 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
regards  it  as  desirable,  if  not  absolutely 
necessary,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  public  interest,  to  take  the  Resolu- 
tions regarding  the  com  duty  and  the 
loan  to-night.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gives  us  that  assurance,  I 
hope  that  the  House  will  not  place 
any  impediment  in  the  way  of  his 
obtaining  these  Resolutions,  although 
•ome  of  us  may,  according  to  our 
views  of  the  question,  be  disposed  to 
Tote  against  them.  As  to  the  proposed 
duty  on  com,  for  instance,  I  would 
myself  vote  against  the  Resolution,  but 
I  do  not  wish  to  prevent  its  being  taken 
tonight.  I  trust,  however,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to 
promise  that  on  the  Report  stage  we 
•hall  have  a  full  and  complete  separate 
opportunity  of  discussing  that  question. 
As  to  the  general  discussion  and  criticism 
of  the  whole  financial  position  of  the 
countnr,  and  of  the  scheme  of  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman,  I  would  venture  to 
submit  to  him  that  instead  of  taking 
it  tomorrow,  we  should  have  some 
longer  time  to  consider  it.  If  we 
Are  to  discuss  with  advantage  the  most 
important  and  elaborate  statement  of 
she    Chancellor    of  the  Exchequer,   we 


ought  to  know  as  much  as  possible 
what  the  opnion  of  the  country  is 
upon  it,  and  we  ought  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  studying  it  deliberately 
and  most  carefully.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  after  taking  the  two  Resolutions 
that  he  requires  tonight,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  adjourn  the  general 
debate  to^  some  more  distant  date  than 
tomorrow. 

(8.14.)  Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said  he 
regretted  very  much  theabsenceof  hishon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Waterford,  but  he 
must  on  his  behalf  protest  in  the  strongest 
possible  manner  against  the  Resolution 
sanctioning  the  Low  being  taken  tonight. 
Everyone  recognised  that  the  new  taxes 
had  to  be  passed  on  the  first  night  of  the 
Budget,  but  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  the 
Resolution  sanctioning  the  Loan  had  the 
same  urgency.  Nothing  had  been  said 
which  woula  justify  the  assumption  of 
such  a  position.  It  was  not  taken  up  last 
year,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  a  gross 
abuse  to  commit  hon.  Members,  as  they 
would  be  committed  if  they  passed  the 
Resolution,  to  the  extraordinary  system 
of  finance  which  was  wrapt  up  in  the 
loan.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  asked  for  an  enormous  loan,  and  for 
an  immense  margin  to  play  with ;  and, 
therefore,  when  the  Resolution  was 
brought  forward,  hon.  Members  ought  to 
have  a  fair  and  reasonable  opportumty  to 
discuss  it  on  its  merits.  On  behalf  of  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Waterford,  of 
whose  views  on  the  matter  he  had  been 
informed,  he  strongly  protested  against 
the  Resolution  sanctioning  the  Loan  being 
taken  to-night. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  should 
like  to  ask  your  ruling,  Sir,  as  to  the 
position,  because  I  am  very  desirous  of 
meeting  the  appeal  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  and  the  convenience 
of  the  House  generally.  Supposing  the 
Resolution  in  regard  to  the  com  duty  is 
taken  tonight,  and  that  the  Loan  Resolu- 
tion is  taken  tomorrow — aid  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Member  it  cannot,  without  the 
greatest  public  injury,  be  postponed  later— 
[Mr.  Dillon  :  Nobody  objects  to  that] — 
could  the  debate  tomorrow  be  confined 
to  the  Loan  Resolution,  leaving  the 
'  general  discussion  on  the  Budget  to  be 
taken  on  Thiu^ay,  and  giving  another 
day,  at  some  later  period,  for  a  full  dis- 
cussion on  the  Report  of  the  com  duty  1 
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Perhaps  I  am  acting  beyond  my  powers, 
as  my  right  hon.  friend  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  rather  objects  to  that.  StiU, 
I  thought  that,  possibly,  the  whole  of  the 
night  would  not  be  required  for  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  loan,  if  the  discussion  were 
confined  to  the  loan  itself. 

♦The  deputy  CHAIEMAN:  The  pre- 
cedent of  former  years  on  the  Budget  was 
to  have  a  general  discussion  on  the  first 
Resolution,  as  is  usual  in  the  first  Vote 
for  the  Army  or  for  the  Navy.  After 
that,  the  debate  is  strictly  confined  to  the 
Resolution  before  the  Committee,  but  at 
the  same  time,  I  believe  it  has  been  usual 
to  select  one  particular  Resolution,  by 
agreement  on  both  sides,  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  Chair,  on  which  there 
might  be  a  general  discussion.  There- 
fore, the  proposal  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  be  in  order. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  proposal  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  a  very  reasonable  one, 
and  would  meet  the  views  of  the  Irish 
Members,  as  expressed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo.  He  ^d  he 
would  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  discuss 
the  Resolution  on  the  loan  tomorrow. 
You,  Sir,  have  ruled  that  the  discussion 
must  be  confined  to  that  Resolution.  I  do 
not  suppose  it  will  take  a  very  long  time 
to  discuss  it.  Then  on  Thursday,  on  the 
Income  Tax,  there  might  be  a  general 
discussion  on  the  Budget,  as  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  suggested, 
and  that  a  day  should  be  fixed  later  for 
the  discussion  on  the  com  duty  on  Report. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  fair 
proposal. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  ought  to 
add  that  if,  as  I  think  is  very  possible, 
the  discussion  on  the  loan  does  not  take 
the  whole  of  tomorrow  night,  I  should 
be  allowed  to  proceed  further  with  the 
other  Resolutions,  of  which  there  are 
some  half  h  dozen,  but  not,  of  course,  for 
general  debate.  (8.30.) 

♦(9.0.  Mr.  HOLLAND  (Yorkshire, 
Rotherham)  confessed  that,  in  common 
with  many  of  his  colleagues  on  the 
Opposition  Benches,  he  should  not  have 
been  disappointed  if  the  Chancellor  of 
the     Exchequer     had     announced     his 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 


intention  of  postponing  the  introduc- 
tion of  his  Budget  in  view  of  the 
conference  which  was  at  present 
proceeding  in  Pretoria.  And  yet  he 
did  not  for  a  moment  quarrel  with  the 
decision  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  proceed  with  his  Budget^ 
for  he  admitted  that  in  a  matter  o£ 
this  kind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  the  best  judge  as  to  what  was 
the  right  moment  at  which  to  bring, 
forward  his  proposals.  He  further 
admitted  that  putting  oB  the  Budget 
might  have  rendered  the  situation 
liable  to  this  misconstruction — that  th  3 
enemies  of  this  country,  or  some  of 
them  at  any  rate,  might  have  suggested 
that  we  had  got  to  the  end  of  our 
financial  tether,  and  that  we  were 
faltering  in  the  task  to  which  we  had 
put  our  hands.  Nevertheless,  he  did 
not  see  why  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  could  not  have  so  arranged 
his  Budget  that  certain  of  his  proposals- 
might,  so  to  speak,  have  been  ear- 
marked with  a  view  that  if  circumstances 
required  it,  those  proposals  might  have- 
been  readily  dropped  without  interfering 
with  the  general  construction  of  the 
Budget.  He  felt  sure  that  many  hon. 
Members  would  rejoice  to  hear  the 
announcement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the* 
Exchequer  that  in  his  judgment,  and  also 
in  the  judgment  of  Lord  Milner,  after 
the  1st  of  July  it  might  reasonably^ 
be  expected  that  a  substantial  contribu- 
tion would  be  forthcoming  from  South 
Africa  from  the  mines.  He  thought 
that  the  oftener  such  pledges  were  given 
by  responsible  Ministers,  the  better  were 
the  chances  of  such  pledges  being 
ultimately  fulfilled. 

There  was  one  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  speech  which  commended 
itself  to  his  mind  much  more  heartily^ 
than  any  other,  and  it  was  that  part  in 
which  he  expressed  the  desire  to  give* 
the  most  generous  treatment  to  those  in 
South  Africa  who  had  sufi'ered  so- 
severely  in  consequence  of  the  war. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  expressed 
his  desire  to  make  large  money  grants 
for  the  rebuilding  and  restocking  of 
farms  in  South  Africa,  and  he  thought 
that  was  a  sentiment  which  would  meet 
with  cordial  approval  in  all  parts  of 
the  House.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
the  echo  of  those  words  would  be  heard 
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the  next  morning  in  Pretoria,  and  would 
<io  much  to  facuUtate  that  result  which 
they  all  to  anxiously  desired.  He  wished 
to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  doubling 
of  the  stamp  duty.  He  submitted  that 
an  additioniu  penny  stamp  upon  cheques 
would  disturb  very  greatly  their 
buidness  transactions.  The  yield  of 
this  tax  would  be  only  a  very  small 
one,  while  the  irritation  would  be 
very  considerable.  During  recent  years 
the  use  of  cheques  had  been  enormously 
increased  in  the  business  of  this  country, 
and  the  French  bank  manager  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn 
seemed  to  him  to  be  only  fit  to  be  placed 
in  a  museum  of  curiosities,  for  it  was 
hardly  conceivable  that  any  one  holding 
a  re^nsible  position  in  a  banking  in- 
stitution should  confess  himself  an  entire 
stranger  to  and  unacquainted  with  the 
appearance  of  an  EngKsh  cheque.  The 
increased  use  of  cheques  proves  them 
to  be  a  great  convenience,  besides  which 
our  commercial  and  banking  system 
effect  a  great  economy  by  restricting 
Che  use  of  currency.  Discourage  cheques 
and  eveiy  cashier  in  the  country  will 
have  to  enlarge  his  till,  and  provide  far 
more  gold  and  silver  than  he  at  present 
needs.  He  did  not  think  that  remittances 
wouU  be  made  with  the  same  alacrity  if 
the  use  of  cheques  was  discouraged,  for 
there  was  something  in  human  nature 
which  made  it  easier  to  pay  an  account  by 
cheque  than  to  part  with  hard  cash. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
stated  that  the  sugar  tax  imposed  a 
year  ago  had  been  more  or  less  a  success- 
ful tax,  and  he  had  said  that  the  price  of 
sugar  in  the  retail  shops  had  not  ad- 
vanced, or  had  only  advanced  to  a  very 
small  extent.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheauer,  however,  knew  as  well  as 
anybody  else  that  the  reason  of  that  con- 
dition of  things  was  because  the  fates 
had  been  very  kind  to  him,  and  the 
abundant  harvest  enjoyed  in  beet  grow- 
ing countries  had  produced  this  result 
The  enormous  increase  in  the  production 
of  beet  sugar  had  reduced  the  price,  and 
that  reduction  had  enabled  the  duty  to 
be  paid  without  any  substantial  increase 
in  the  price  to  the  purchaser.  There 
was  another  factor  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  could  not  afford  to 
overlook,  and  it  was  that  sugar 
boontiea  were  at  present  being  paid  by 


continental  nations,  and  when  they  were 
abohshed  next  year  under  the  Brussels 
convention  the  price  of  sugar  in  this 
country  would  inevitably  rise,  precisely 
to  the  extent  to  which  those  oounties 
had  made  sugar  artificially  cheap. 

He  was  very  much  interested  with  the 
reference  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Thanet  to  the 
gamphlet  issued  by  the  Cobden  Club. 
[e  nad  never  heard  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  say  a  civil  word  for  the  Cob- 
den Club  bef(»-e,  but  he  had  now  ex- 
pressed his  commendation,  of  some  part 
at  any  rate,  of  the  pamphlet  issued  by 
that  club.  He  was  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Thanet  had  read  the 
pamphlet  only  in  a  cursory  kind  of  way, 
or  else  he  had  skipped  over  those  portions 
which  did  not  answer  his  case.  He  noticed 
in  the  pamphlet,  for  instance,  that  there 
were  some  very  strong  arguments  against 
the  imposition  of  a  tax  on  com.  It  was 
obvious  that  any  proposal  for  enlarging 
the  basis  of  taxation  ought  to  receive  the 
roost  careful  examination,  for  a  tax,  once 
imposed,  was  no  easy  matter  to  get  rid  of. 
There  was  an  enlargement  of  the  basis  of 
taxation  last  year,  when  the  coal  tax  was 
imposed,  and  not  a  word  had  been  said 
on  the  present  occasion  about  removing 
that  impost  on  the  coal  industry.  He 
did  not  complain  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  said  nothing  in  that 
direction,  because  until  peace  was  once 
more  restored  it  was  unreasonable  to 
expect  any  diminution  in  the  taxation 
of  the  country.  In  the  pamphlet  which 
had  been  referred  to  one  of  the 
arguments  urged  against  imposing  a 
tax  on  wheat  was  because  wheat  was  a 
necessary  food  of  the  people,  and  one 
quarter  of  the  population  of  this  country 
was  at  present  living  in  absolute  poverty. 
Therefore,  it  would  at  once  be  seen  that  in 
their  case  there  was  no  taxable  margin 
available  from  which  the  revenue  could 

be  raised.  By  this  proposal  those  in 
receipt  of  the  smallest  wages  were  to  be 
hit  the  hardest.  Tables  had  been  put 
before  them  by  economists  showing  that 
in  the  family  budget  of  the  labouring 
classes  50  per  cent,  of  the  income  was 
spent  on  food,  so  that  any  tax  on  food 
must  hit  those  classes  more  hardly  than 
others. 
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Another     objection    was     that     this 
proposal   violated  and    indeed  inverted 
that  sound  principle   which   was    first 
introduced    by  the    richt  hon.  Gentle- 
man    the    Member     lor     West    Mon- 
mouthshire in   1894,   that  the  burden 
of  taxation  should   be  proportionate  to 
the  ability  of  the  people  who  were  called 
upon  to   pay.     The   Chancellor  of  the 
Ebcchequer  seemed  to  suggest  that  this 
tax  on  com  was  so  small  in  amoimt  that 
it  really  would  not  affect  the  price  at  all. 
Did   the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
seriously  argue  that  the  price  of  bread 
would  remain  unchanged  if  a  tax  was 
put  upon  com?    Somebody   must   pay 
that    £2,500,000     sterling    which    the 
Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer  expected 
that  this  tax  would  yield.     And  if  the 
middleman   pays  it  today  depend  upon 
it  he  will  transfer   the    burden  to  the 
consumer  tomorrow.    The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  appeared  to  have  argued 
that   the   registration  duty  upon   com 
was  proved  not  to  have  affected  the  price 
of  bread  at     all,    because   during    the 
period  from  January  to  May  in  1869, 
when  the  duty  was  on,  the  price  of  the 
41b,   loaf    fell    a    halfpenny.      But  the 
argument  of    those    who    resisted   this 
tax    was   that   the   price    of    the   four 
pound  loaf  would    either    have    fallen 
sooner  than  it  did  or  that  the  fall  would 
have   been  larger  in   amount  if    there 
had    been     no     registration    dutv    in 
former     years.       He    did    not     know 
precisely    in    what      month     in    1869 
the     four-pound      loaf      was     reduced 
by  a  halfpenny,  but  it  might  have  been 
in  the  month  of  April.     His  argument 
was  that  if  the  r^si  ration  duty  had  not 
been  in  existence  the  price  of  the  four- 
pound   loaf    might   have  fallen  in  the 
month  of  February  and  then  the  people 
would  have  got   the  advantage  of  the 
reduction  m  the  price  earlier  than  they 
did.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  stated  that  the  price  of  bread  was 
^xed  by  the  law  of  supply  and  demand, 
and  no  political  economist  would  wish 
to    diminish     the    effect    of    the    law 
of  supply   and  demand.     He  would  be 
a      very     poor     economist     who     did 
anything  of  the  kind.    He  was  certain, 

however,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  admit  that  if  the 
cost  of  producing  any  commodity  was 
increased,  other  things  being  equal,  its 
Mr.  Holland, 


price  would  rise,  and  demand  for  it  b» 
proportionately    diminished.     A    dimin- 
ished   demand  for    bread    stuff    would 
mean,   of  course,  that   less  was    being 
eaten,  and  if  the  number  of  mouths  to 
fill   were   as    numerous    as    before    it 
followed   that  more   would   be  hungry- 
after     the    tax     was     imposed     than 
before.    The  duty    wouki    be    received 
with    enthusiasm  by  the  corn-growing- 
interest,  although  if  there  was  to  be  no 
rise  in  price  such  enthusiasm  would  be 
hard  to  justify,  but  in  the  great  centres 
of  population  an  outcry  against  it  would 
be  raised.     It  was  a  revolutionary  and 
retrograde    proposal,    and    there     waa 
great  danger  that  the  prospect  of  peace 
would    so   gild    the    pill  as  to   induce 
people  to  swallow  just  now  that  which 
they  would  reject   under   other  circum- 
stances.    It  was  right  and  proper  that 
the  burden  of   a  great  war  should   be 
as   widely  diffused  as  possible.      (t  waa 
riffht     that     all     classes     should      be 
dJled    upon   to  make   sacrifices    when 
a  great  national  undertaking  had  to  be 
carried    through,   and    in    his  opinion 
there  had  been  no  difference  in  connec- 
tion with  the  South  African  war,  in  the 
sacrifices  the  rich  and  the  poor  had  been 
willing  to  make  in  allowing  their  loved 
ones  to  go  to  the  front.    But  when  the 
poor  lost    their    relatives   the    parallel 
was  no  bnger  the   same.     It  was  true 
that  the  grief  under  such  circumstances 
would   be   precisely  the    same,  but  the 
hardship  afterwards  would    be    by    no 
means   the  same.     If  the  breadmnner 
of    a  poor    family    fell  at    the     front 
or     was    maimed     during    the     war,, 
there  was  imposed  on  his  dependents  at 
home     a     struggle     and    burden     for 
the    rest    of     their    lives     which     the 
rich    were    not  called    upon    to    bear. 
Therefore    the    poorer  section    of    the 
population   was  entitled  to  special  con- 
sideration   at    a  time    like  this,    when 
it  was   a  question  of  apportioning   the 
sacrifices  entailed  by  the  war  equitaUy 
between  both  rich  and   poor.     And    it    ' 
was  because  he  thought  a  tax  on  com 
inflicted   imdue  hardship  on    the   very 
poor  that  he  would  oppose  it,  not  only 
in  this  House  but  wherever  he  had  the 
opportunity-!^  ,.  ^ 

(9.20.)  Mr.  JOHN  WILSON 
(Falkirk  Burghs)  said  there  was 
nothing      in      the     remarks     of  j   the 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  he  more 
haartilj  agreed  with  than  when  he  spoke 
of  the  peace  negotiations,  and  that,  while 
willing  to  do  the  best  we  could  to  secure 
peace,  the  best  way  to  secure  it  was  to 
be  prepared  for  war.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  War  Budget  would  un- 
doubtedly receive  the  support  of  the 
House.  He  did  not  approve  of  all  the 
proposals  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  but  as  the  money  must  be 
found  to  carry  on  the  war  he  would 
support  them.  He  had  expected  that  at 
least  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
announce  that  he  intended  to  raise  the 
loan  of  £32,000,000  on  the  security  of  the 
mineral  wealth  of  the  Transvaal  He 
wassorry  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouthshire 
talk  in  a  rather  disappointing  way  of  the 
mineral  wealth  of  the  Transvaal.  He 
could  assure  the  right  hon.  Grentleman, 
oD  the  authority  of  those  most  competent 
to  judge,  that  the  Transvaal  was  well 
able  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  war.  He  was 
himself  a  mining  expert  and  his  opinion 
would  be  taken  for  what  it  was  worth. 
He  had  been  to  the  Transvaal  and  had 
examined  the  country,  and  as  to  its 
resources  he  was  fortified  in  the  opinion 
he  had  expressed  by  Mr.  Henry  Hays 
Hammond. 

The  hon.  Member  read  an  extract 
from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Hays  Hammond, 
at  a  date  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
referring  to  the  enormous  benefits  that 
would  accrue  to  South  Africa  from  the 
gold  mining  industry  under  firm  rule. 

One  of  the  difficulties  in  the  past  had 
been    with  regard    to  natives  and  the 
illicit  liauor  traffic.     When  the  natives 
were  able  to  obtain  liquor  their  labour 
was  intermittent,  and   it  was  caculated 
that  under  other  conditions  there  would 
be  a  saving  on  this  branch  of  £1,000,000 
or  £2,000,000  per  annum.    Then,  again, 
there     was    the    dynamite    monopoly. 
That   would   no  longer  be  the  prey  of 
the  gang  of  swindlers  who  presided  over 
the  destinies  of  the  Transvaal.    It  was 
■aid  there  would  be  a  saving  under  this 
head    of  £700,000  per  annum.    There 
would  be  an  efficient  system  of  police,  on 
which  a  lar^^e  saving  would  be  effected. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  instead 
of  imposing   new  taxation,  shoukl  have 
proposed  to  raise  a  loan  of  £50,000,000 
as  a  mortgage  upon  the  minerals  of  the 


Transvaal.  Why  should  not  the  gold 
miners  pay  for  the  benefits  which  would 
accure  to  them  from  British  rule  ?  He 
should  like  to  have  heard  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  an  explicit 
declaration  that  the  minerals  of  the 
Transvaal  would  have  to  bear  ultimately 
the  whole  cost  of  the  war. 

As  to  the  coal  tax,  he  wished  can- 
didly to  point  out  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Elxchequer  that  the  incidence  of  the  coal 
tax  was  unfair.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  all 
that  it  had  brought  in  to  the  Exche<|uer 
had  been  lost  in  the  fall  in  freights  and 
the  consequent  loss  to  the  shipbuilding 
industry.  In  one  class  of  coal  in  Scotlana 
the  lowest  price  was  realised.  How,  there- 
fore, could  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
maintain  tbat  a  tax  of  Is.  a  ton,  even 
if  it  was  fair  in  the  case  of  a  coal  fetch- 
ing 16s.  a  ton,  was  fair  in  the  case  of  a  coal 
that  fetched  only  8s.  a  ton  %  He  had 
all  along  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  would  have  had  something 
to  say  on  that  point.  Further,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  scarcely 
been  fair  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
dealt  with  patent  fuel.  The  patent  fuel 
which  was  manufactured  in  Wales,  and 
which  fetched  a  high  price,  had  been 
exempted  from  the  tax,  while  another 
similar  article  manufactured  in  Scotland 
was  not,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a 
memorial  on  the  subject,  signed  by 
twenty-three  Scottish  Unionist  Membei*8, 
had  been  presented  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

(9.33.)  Mr.  ROBSON  (South  Shields) 
said  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
claimed   some  credit  for  the  fact  that, 
although   negotiations   for    peace    were 
proceeding  in  South  Africa,  that  was  no 
treason  why  he  should  postpone  his  Budget. 
It  certainly  was  not.     Seeing  that  we  all 
knew  that  a  new  taxation  hacl  no  relation 
whatever  with  the  war,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman     must    provide     for    normal 
expenditure,  and  for  that  alone — for  that 
new  taxation  was  required.     \\"e  had  now 
to  deal  with  a  return  to  the  old  policy 
of  taxing  food,  just  as  last  year  we  had  to 
deal  with  a  return  to  the  policy  of  taxing 
trade.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
relied  on  the  old  financial  policies  which 
were  heard  in  the  last   generation,  and 
which  every  one  thought  were  exploded. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pointed  out  that 
when  the   registration  tax  was  removed 
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prices  showed  no  considerable  variation, 
and  he  asked  the  House  to  believe  that, 
because  that  was  so,  the  removal  of  the  tax 
had  no  effect  on  the  price.  There  could  not 
be  a  more  elementary  fallacy.  Price  was 
affected  by  many  causes — the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  principally  by  supply  and 
demand.  Anything  that  added  to  the 
cost  of  production  permanently  of  an 
article  affected  its  price.  There  mieht  be 
some  fluctuation  in  the  price,  and,  although 
those  fluctuations  might  obscure  the  cost, 
they  would  not  alter  the  fact,  any  more 
than  the  law  of  gravitation  could  be  said 
to  have  ceased  to  exist  because  a  man  went 
up  in  a  balloon.  So  that  the  mere  fact 
that  this  had  no  effect  did  not  alter  the 
law,  which  not  even  Chancellors  of  the 
Exchequer  could  alter,  that  any  addition 
to  the  cost  of  production  must  mean  an 
increase  in  price.  The  instance  given  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  order 
to  reduce  an  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Poplar  to  an  absurdity  only 
illustrated  the  extraordinary  want  of  con- 
sideration and  reflection  on  the  part  of 
those  who,  when  they  proceeaed  to 
tamper  with  economic  laws,  apparently 
never  considered  either  their  general 
operation  or  their  particular  effect  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked,  did  the  hon. 
Member  suppose  that  if  we  imported  only 
a  quarter  of  corn,  the  price  of  that 
quarter  would  be  affected  by  this  tax. 
He  had  listened  with  amazement  to  that 
suggestion.  Let  the  House  suppose  on 
the  other  hand  that  no  com  was  grown, 
but  that  it  was  all  imported  :  would  the 
ri^^ht  hon.  Gentleman  suggest  that  the 
pnca  would  not  then  be  affected  by  this 
duty  %  It  would  all  go  on  to  the  price ; 
not  even  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  deny  that.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  save  another  reason  for  this 
tax  \  he  said  he  desired  to  find  a  tax  that 
could  be  conveniently  collected,  and  he 
gave  several  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
convenience  of  the  collection  of  the  tax. 
It  evidently  did  not  occur  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  convenience  of 
this  tax  was  its  greatest  danger.  That 
would  constitute  to  every  other  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  its  temptation.  Did 
hon.  Members  think  they  were  going  to 
stop  at  a  shilling,  with  our  expenditure 
increasing  by  millions  per  annum,  and 
with  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who 
had  avowed  his  determination  to  vary  the 
incidence  of  direct  and  indirect  taxation  ? 
The  hon.  Member  for  Central   Sheffield 
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knew  that,  or  he  would  not  be  so  happy 
tonight  He  knew  perfectly  well  that  it 
would  not  stop  at  a  shilling  a  quarter  on 
but  would  be  made  to  extend  to 
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manufactured  articles.  Did  anybody 
believe  that  an  impost  of  two  and  a  half 
millions  put  on  com  would  produce  no 
effect  on  price  ?  He  could  not  imderstand 
how  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  would 
agree  with  that.  Who  was  going  to  pay 
that  tax  ? 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  The 
foreigner. 

Mr.  ROBSON  :  Then  we  did  not  pay 
the  taxes,  and  we  were  only  receivers  of 
money  from  foreigners.  As  our  deficits 
arose,  we  must  expect  to  have  our 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  telling  us 
how  much  more  we  should  receive  from  the 
foreigner.  The  foreigner  did  not  pay  it 
He  might  pay  some  part  for  a  time.  But 
it  was  going  to  be  paid  by  the  English 
consumer.  It  was  going  to  be  put  upon 
bread,  and  he  asked  the  House  to  con- 
sider on  whom  it  would  fall.  The  mid- 
dleman would  not  merely  add  to  the 
price  of  the  twopenny  loaf  a  fractional  part 
of  a  farthing.  He  would  get  his  tax  on 
his  capital  back  in  the  shape  of  an 
appreciable  coin   of    the  realm.      Now, 

I  taking  Mr.  Rowntree's  figures  in^  his 
remarkable  book  about  poverty  in  York, 
it  appeared  that  there  were  depen- 
dent on  less  than  ISs.  a  week  474  families, 
numbering  1,589  persons.  Their  total 
income  was  a  little  over  £274.  Of  that 
amount  £68  went  for  rent,  leaving 
less  than  £207  per  week  for  1,589 
persons,  or  about  4jd.  per  person  per 
day  for  the  necessaries  of  life  —  not 
for  food  alone,  but  for  every  puroose 
except  rents.  Having  regard  to  food 
alone,  he  pointed  out  that  if  these  people 
were  paupers  they  would  under  the  work- 
house scale  be  entitled  to  £21  more,  or 
about  £227.  Then  Mr.  Rowntree  went 
on  to  narrate  how  these  people  supplied 
themselves  with  necessaries  of  life,  and 
he  said  there  were  two  ways,  by  charity 
or  by  starvation.  When  they  required 
something  extra  for  clothes  or  fuel  or 
anything  else,  they  had  to  take  it  out  of 
their  food.  He  would  like  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  go  down  to  these 
families  at  York — there  were  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  persons — and  say  to  them, 
in  his  admirable  Parliamentary  manner, 

I  '*  I  fear  a  great  deal  of  bread  is  wasted." 
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In  Belgravia  it  might  be,  but  not  among 
the  people  Mr.  Rowntree  describecL 
These  people  who  lived  on  the  margin  of 
existence  were  the  people  on  whom  the 
tax  would  falL  And  were  Members  of 
the  Liberal  Part^  to  listen  in  silence  and 
patience  to  this  miquitous  proposal  7  He 
honed  that  every  Member,  from  his  duty 
to  his  constituents,  and  as  a  humane  man 
who  knew  anything  of  the  condition  of 
the  poor  in  our  great  cities,  would  fight 
this  wicked  proposal  from  end  to  end. 
Not  only  was  it  bad  in  itself,  but  it  was 
welcomed  by  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  as  the  dawn  of  a  better  day, 
and  it  was  said  that  bringing  com  within 
the  area  of  taxation  would  give  this 
country  a  means  for  securing  commercial 
advantages.  That  was  the  true  mind  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The  food  of 
the  people  was  to  be  one  of  the  coimters 
in  the  game  of  bungling  diplomatists,  of 
whom  they  had  had  so  much  experience 
in  other  matters.  Never  was  there  a 
ooore  fatuous  delusion  of  financial  heretics 
than  to  suppose  that  you  can  bully  or 
threaten  other  nations  into  financial  con- 
cesdons.  If  this  was  to  be  material  for  a 
war  of  tariffs,  then  it  was  not  a  mere  hrutum 
JnlniTH  but  would  be  put  into  practice. 
The  reasons  given  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  should  nerve  the  mind  of 
every  Liberal  in  the  country  to  opposition 
by  every  legitimate  means.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer  mentioned 
a  fall  in  the  price  of  coal  as  eminently 
satisfactory.  But  this  was  an  effect,  he 
said,  the  tax  be  imposed  would  not  have. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  did  not 
tay  that.  I  absolutely  deny  that  any- 
thing of  the  tort  can  be  proved  The 
lall  in  coal  is  due  to  other  causes  entirely. 
I  said  it  would  not  injure  the  coal  trade. 

Mr.  ROBSON  said  he  contested  that 

position ;  the  tax  had  borne  its  part  in 

the  reduction  of  price,  and  he  proceeded 

to  give  facts  in  regard  to  the  operation 

of  the  tax.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 

tdd  them  that  in  the  German  markets 

our  coal  held  its  own.     We  were  certainly 

still  selling  coal  there ;  but  was  the  right 

hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  in  the  best 

of     test     markets,     that    of  Hamburg, 

although  the  fall  in  price  might  be  taken 

to  indicate  a  general  fall  in  consumption, 

our    exports   had  decreased    and    that 

German  exports  were  taking  their  place  1 


♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  can  show 
a  decrease  in  both.  Unfortunately,  I 
have  not  the  figures  with  me  tonight, 
but  I  can  show  them  to  the  hon« 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  ROBSON  said  he  would  deal  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  figures,  when 
he  produced  them.  They  would  then 
see  over  what  area  he  calculated  his  per* 
centages.  He  had  not  the  figures,  but 
from  his  recollection  of  them  he  could 
tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
monthly  returns  some  months  ago 
showed  that  English  coal  was  being 
displaced  in  the  test  market  of  Hamburg. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  wound  up  his 
remarks  on  the  coal  tax  by  saying  that, 
if  it  had  caused  a  decrease  in  exports, 
that  would  be  no  reason  for  repealing  it. 
That  meant  that  a  tax  laid  upon  a  trade 
which  had  the  effect  of  contracting  its 
area  was,  according  to  the  present 
financial  principles  under  which  they 
were  governed,  no  reason  for  repealing 
it.  He  ventured  to  say  it  was  the  one 
all-sufficient  reason  for  repealing  such  a 
tax.  So  they  now  understood — and  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be  forgotten — that 
the  taxation  of  trade  and  of  food  was 
among  the  cardinal  points  of  Tory 
policy  precisely  as  it  was  in  the  past. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Thanet  had  stated  that  they 
were  behind  the  times,  but  he  had 
really  done  an  injustice  to  his  own  Party. 
The  bulk  of  that  Party  had  never  altered 
their  views  with  regard  to  Protection. 
At  every  election  since  he  (the  hon. 
Member)  had  had  any  connection  with 
English  public  life,  at  which  the  Tories 
had  invited  the  suffrages  of  the  people 
after  a  period  of  Opposition,  they  had 
made  Protectionist  promises,  though 
they  had  never  kept  them  until  now. 
With  regard  to  the  income  tax,  he 
did  not  intend  to  go  into  any  financial 
argument,  but  he  desired  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  the  irritating  manner  in  which  the 
Treasury  agents  throughout  the  country 
were  collecting  this  tax.  In  his  own 
constituency,  men  of  undoubted  position 
and  of  the  best  financial  standing  had 
had  the  bailiffs  walking  into  their 
houses  without  notice,  in  some  cases 
even  where  there  had  been  no  refusal 
to  pay,  and  seizing  part  of  the  furniture. 
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He  was  quite  willing  to  give  the  right  i 
hon.  Gentleman  names,  and  he  men- 
tioned the  matter  in  order  that  if  this 
procedure  was  the  result  of  any  general 
order  from  headquarters,  that  order 
might  be  modified. 

(10.18.)    SiB    HOWARD    VINCENT 

expressed  his  gratification  at  the  initial 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  it  was  not  intended  to 
diminish  in  any  way  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources of  Lord  Kitchener  in  carrying 
on  the  war.  That  was  undoubtedly  the 
most  satisfactory  statement  that  could 
come  at  the  present  moment  from  the 
Treasury  Bench,  and  could  not  fail  to 
have  a  material  efi'ect  on  the  early  con 
elusion  of  peace  and  the  settlement  of 
afi'airs  in  South  Africa.  It 'was  also 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  recognised  that,  although 
peace  might  come  in  the  early  future, 
there  would  not  be  any  great  cessation 
of  expenditure  for  some  little  time  to 
come.  The  war  expenditure  in  South 
Africa  was  in  the  most  capable  hands, 
as  Lord  Kitchener  supervised  every 
detail  himself,  and  so  long  as  Lord 
Kitchener  was  at  the  head  of  affairs  the 
Committee  might  rest  assured  that  not 
a  single  sixpence  would  be  wasted. 

He  had  no  intention  of  going  into  the 
details  of  the  proposed  new  taxation.  The 
Committee  could  not  have  failed  to  be 
impressed,  not  alone  with  the  sincerity 
and  honesty  of  the  statement  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  also  with 
the  great  desire  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  take  the  House  of  Conunons 
entirely  into  his  confidence,  and  to  tell 
them  exactly  the  state  of  affairs.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  repeatedly 
laid  before  the  House  the  dangers  of 
increasing  the  normal  expenditure  of 
the  country.  In  the  last  forty  years 
the  expenddture  had  risen  from  about 
£70,000,000  to  the  £180,000,000  or 
£190,000,000  now  required.  A  portion 
of  that  was,  of  course,  war  expenditure, 
but  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
ordinary  expenditure  of  the  country  had 
gone  on  increasing.  It  was,  therefore, 
absolutely  essential  that  the  basis  of 
taxation  should  be  widened  in  every 
possible  way. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :  And  the  expenditure,  if  possible, 
reduced. 

Mr.  Robson, 


SirHOWARD  VINCENT(coBtinmng>: 
And  the  expenditure,  if  possible,  reduced, 
but  there  was  great  difficulty  in  reducing^ 
expenditure.  When  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Oldham  had  been  longer 
in  the  House,  he  would  see  that  the 
great  pressure  upon  the  Chancellor 
of  the  (Exchequer  was  not  to  reduce 
but  to  increase  expenditure,  that  great 
pressure  came  not  from  one  quarter 
only,  but  practically  from  all  Quarters 
of  the  House  and  country,  it  was, 
therefore,  only  right  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  should  lay  before  the 
country  the  enormously  increased  de> 
mands  it  was  necessary  for  the  present 
and  future  Governments  to  meet,  and 
the  necessity,  if  possible!  of  enlarging 
the  basis  of  taxation. 

He  would  say  but  a  very  few  words  on 
the  increased    taxation.      For    his  own 
part,   he  thought    it  would  have    been 
possible  to   raise  with  the  greatest  ease 
a  larger  amount  from  increased  taxation. 
The   payers  of  income  tax  were  lucky 
to  be  let  off  with  an  increase  of  only  a 
penny.     He  was  by  no  means  in  favour 
of  a  large  income  tax,  but  it  could  not 
be  denied  that  many  people  thought  that 
income  tax  should  provide  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  taxation  of  the  country. 
Unaoubtedly  this  tax  weighed  extremel}^ 
unfairly   upon    many  people,    especially 
upon  small  professional  men  and  those  in 
small  industries,  and  it  was  gratifying  to 
have  an  indication  that  when  the  war 
was  over  a  substantial  I'cduction  of  the 
income  tax  might   be  looked  for.      Aa 
regarded  the   stamp  duty,  he  did  not 
altogether    agree  with  the    right  hon. 
Gentleman's  proposals.    He  had  always 
understood  the  Chancellor  of    the    Ex- 
chequer to  be  of  the  opnion  that  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  impose  a  tax  unless 
it     produced     a    substantial    amount. 
Whether  the  amount  estimated   to    be 
produced  by  this  additional  tax   would 
be  sufficient  compensation  for  the  great 
annoyance  it  would  cause  was  a  matter 
of  considerable  doubt. 

Then  as  to  the  registration  fee  on 
com.  There  could  be  no  better  opinion 
than  that  of  the  late  head  of  the 
late  head  of  the  Statistical  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Sir  Robert 
Giffen  had  recently  written  a  letter  to 
The  Times  on  this  very  subject,  in  which 
he  said — 

*'We  have  only  to  go  baok  to  a  date  just 
before    these    wanton    Baohficee    of    indireot 
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revenue  1>^<U)  which  hare  landed  ua  in  our 
urtaent  difficulty — that  ia  a  date  prior  to  the 
Oladstoiie  (lovemment  of  1869-74.  ...  No 
tAxpavor  one  haa  ever  heard  of  ever  reoogniaes 
kiaaelf  aa  better  off  by  the  repeal  of  the  la.  a 
quarter  upon  grain.  ** 

That  was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Robert 
Cviffen,  who  was  in  no  way  concerned 
^th  the  pohtics  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  but  who  had  given  a  lifetime  to 
the  study  of  the  question.  After  hear- 
ing the  opinions  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed  by  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  he  could  not  help 
quoting  the  opinion  of  the  leading 
article  of  The  Times — 

•*  The  great  value  of  Sir  R.  Giffen^a  letter  ia 
%hat  he  ia  able  to  diaengage  himself  from  tlie 
oaoaes  of  financial  conditions  and  to  look 
politioal  and  economic  facts  in  the  face  as  they 
•xiat  at  the  present  day,  and  not  as  they  were 
accepted,  in  the  character  of  unalterable 
axiomatic  truths,  thirty  or  forty  years  ago." 


It  was  to  be  hoped  that  hon.  Members 
would  adopt  that  freedom  of  mind,  and 
look  at  facts  as  thev  were  now  and  not  as 

• 

they  were  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  It 
would,  no  doubt,  be  possible  to  obtain  a 
eertain  amount  of  cheap  applause  on  the 
platform  by  speaking  against  this  tax, 
but  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
when  he  met  his  constituents,  as  he 
intended  to  do,  they  would  approve 
of  the  course  taken  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  They  would 
recognise  that  it  was  only  the  ordinary 
toll  which  every  article  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Sheffield  paid  to  go  into  the 
Corporation  market — that  it  was  a  toll 
which  foreign  com  would  pay  to  come 
into  the  markets  of  this  country  for 
the  use  of  those  markets.  It  was  not 
protection.  It  was  merely  a  means  of 
raising  money  which  had  been  advocated 
on  many  platforms  in  urban  constitu- 
encies, and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  majority  of  the  peo^Je 
of  Sheffield  would  approve  of  the  tax  a. 
being  one  of  the  best  ways  which  could 
poesiUy  be  devised  for  raising  moneys 
But,  although  he  approved  of  it,  he  con- 
fessed he  did  not  think  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  gone  nearly  far 
enough.  He  would  have  been  glad  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  able 
to  see  his  way  to  make  some  distinction 
between  foreign  and  colonial  grain, 
which,  he  thought,  would  have  done 
a  great  deal  to  bind  the  Empire  together 


and  bring  about  that  commercial  federa- 
tion which  was  the  only  means  of  pre- 
serving the  Empire  in  the  future.  He 
believMl  that  the  taxation  of  foreign 
manufactures  would  conduce  to  our 
financial  and  industrial  prosperity,  by 
recreating  again  that  supremacy  which 
this  (ountry  once  enjoyed  and  which, 
unfortunately,  it  had  lost  in  some  con- 
siderable measure. 

(10.31.)  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND- 
(Waterford)  :  I  rise  for  the  purpose,  not 
of  taking  any  prolonged  part  in  the 
debate  that  has  arisen  on  this  Budget^ 
but  because  I  think  no  time  should  be 
lost  by  those  who  represent  Ireland  in 
this  House  in  entering  their  protest 
against  this  demand  of  further  taxation 
upon  the  people  of  Ireland.  The  House 
must  excuse  me  if  I  commence  by  repeat 
ing  a  remark  which  I  have  made  on 
many  occasions  such  as  this  in  the  past. 
It  is  one  of  the  commonplaces  of  English 
statesmen  in  dealing  with  Ireland  to  say 
that  we  ought  to  congratulate  ourselves 
upon  the  fact  that  a  poor  country  Hke 
ours  is  associated  in  partnership  with  a^ 
great  and  wealthy  country  like  England. 
How  does  this  work  out  in  practice? 
We  see  the  great  fact  that  we  are  bound 
to  this  country  and  forced  to  pay  a 
share,  and  as  we  believe  an  unfair  share, 
of  those  enormous  Imperial  expenses 
which  are  entered  upon  by  this  country^ 
and  in  which  we  have  practically  no- 
concern  whatever.  I  suppose  this  is  the 
largest  Budget  ever  proposed  in  the 
Enghsh  Parliament.  The  amount  is 
well  over  £200,000,000,  and  it  is 
necessitated  by  a  policy  which  is  ab- 
solutely repugnant  to  the  bulk  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  from  the  success 
of  which  they  can  derive  no  possible 
benefit  whatever.  The  voice  of  Ireland 
in  this  House  has  always  been  heard  on 
the  side  of  economy.  I  remember  in 
the  debate  we  had  last  year  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  lamented  the 
days  had  gone  when  statesmen  of 
different  periods  advocated  a  policy  of 
economy,  and  he  said  he  thought 
there  was  no  party  of  economy  left 
in  this  House.  I  may  remind  him  that 
the  representatives  of  Ireland  in  this 
House  have  always  raised  their  voices 
in  the  interest  of  economy,  and  in  spite 
of  that  the  expenses  of  the  empire  hare 
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gone  on  increasing  at  a  ratio  which  is 
absolutely  appalling,  and  we,  because 
we  are  bound  up  with  this  country  by 
the  Act  of  Union*  are  bound  to  pay  an 
exorbitant  share,  as  we  believe,  of  those 
extravagances  into  which  the  empire 
OS  forced  by  a  policy  we  disapprove  of  and 
oppose.  All  this  time,  while  the  increase 
•of  the  expenditure  of  the  empire  has 
gone  on,  Ireland's  prosperity  has  been 
diminishing.  In  this  country  you  are 
able  to  bear  increased  taxation,  and  you 
are  able  to  regard  with  some  degree  of 
equanimity  the  enormous  increase  year 
hy  year  of  your  budget.  Your  popula- 
tion is  increasing  and  your  prosperity 
has  been  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
•but  in  Ireland  our  population  has  been 
going  down,  and  certainly  by  comparison 
with  any  other  country  in  Europe  our 
prosperity  has  been  declining,  and  yet 
aU  tnis  time  our  taxation  year  by  year 
has  been  increasing.  Although  it  may 
seem  to  many  old  Members  of  the  House 
like  repeating  an  oft  told  tale,  yet  ^e 
are  bound  to  repeat  on  every  occasion 
of  this  kind  some  of  the  facts  connected 
with  the  over-taxation  of  Ireland.  A 
Commission  in  the  year  1895  appointed 
by  this  House,  and  consisting  in  the 
majoritv  not  of  Irishmen  but  of  gentle- 
men belonging  to  Great  Britain,  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  on  the  figures  for 
the  year  1893-94  Ireland  was  overtaxed 
according  to  her  relative  taxable  capacity 
as  compared  with  t  this  country  to  the 
extent  of  £2,750,000,  and  that  figure 
was  arrived  at  on  a  supposition  which,  I 
for  one  always  regarded  as  a  false  sup- 
position, that  the  amount  which  Ireland 
ought  topavto  Imperial  charges  according 
to  her  taxable  capacity  was  one  twentieth 
of  what  England  ought  to  pay.  I  be- 
lieve that  was  a  false  figure.  I  believe 
that  one  thirtieth  or  one  thirty-fifth 
rather  than  one  twentieth  is  the  correct 
figure.  But  taking  one  twentieth  as 
correct  for  the  sake  of  argument  it  was 
-shown  that  we  were  overtaxed  that  year 
£2,750,000.  What  has  happened  since  1 
According  to  the  figures  for  1893-94, 
which  were  the  figures  taken  for  com- 
parison, the  taxation  of  Ireland  amounted 
,  to  £7,500,000.  Since  then  £3,000,000 
has  been  added  to  the  taxation  of 
Ireland,  and  to-day  we  are  asked  to  agree 
.to  a  Budget  which  will  still  further  in- 
jsreaae  the  unjust  burden  which  is  cast 
Mr.  John  Rednwnd. 


upon  our  country.  Therefore,  we  who 
represent  Ireland  in  this  House  are 
bound  on  every  occasion  such  as  this 
to  raise  our  voices  against  any  taxation 
which  increases  the  financial  burdenB 
under  which  we  suff'er.  As  to  the 
methods  of  this  new  taxation  I  shall  say 
very  little.  I  am  not  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
South  Shields.  He  is  an  upholder  of  the 
war ;  and  if  so,  he  ought  not  to  be  afraid 
to  put  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  he 
represents  a  fair  share  of  the  burden  of 
the  war.  The  complaint  I  make  against 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  this — 
he;boasts  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  this 
country  approved  of  this  war ;  and  if  so, 
whv  has  he  not  the  courage  to  put  the 
bulk  of  its  cost  upon  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  it  1  He  has  to  make  up  a  deficit 
of  £41,000,000  and  he  raises  a  beggarly 
£5,000,000  by  direct  taxation  and  the 
balance  he  raises  by  loan.  That  is 
neither  an  honest  nor  courageous  polic\'. 
If  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  in  favour  of 
:  this  war,  the  bulk  of  the  increased  taxa> 

J  • 

tion  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war  ought 
to  be  put  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  people  who  approve  of 
it.  What  is  the  case  in  respect  to 
Ireland  1  Even  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  not  pretend  that  the  bulk 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  approved  of  the 
war.  He  knows  perfectly  well 
that  the  bulk  of  the  population  of 
Ireland  abhor  this  war  and  regard 
it  as  a  most  unjust  and  iniquitous  war, 
and  that  if  they  had  the  power  they 
would  refuse  to  pay  a  sixpence  towards  the 
cost  of  it.  Yet  he  proposes  to  put  on 
us  an  unjust  burden  of  taxation  in 
support  of  it.  It  would  have  been  far 
more  honest  and  courageous  on  the 
part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  had  put  not  a  penny  but  6d.  on 
the  income  tax,  and  instead  of  raising  a 
loan  to  meet  the  bulk  of  the  £4,000,000 
deficit  he  had  put  the  entire  amount  of 
that  taxation  upon  the  people.  Then  we 
should  have  seen  whether  Gentlemen 
Uke  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
South  Shields  approved  of  the  policy  of 
the  war  when  he  went  down  to  address 
his  constituents  on  the  subject.  I  have 
risen,  not  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee  in  discussing  the  Budget,  but 
for  the  simple  reason  of  voicing  Ireland's 
protest.    We   protest    against  it,   firsts 
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because  we  pay  an  unfair  share  of  the   very   sorry  ;    but    I    represent   a   very 

taxation,  and  we  protest  against  it  also,  |  densely  populated  district,  and  I  am  bold 

and  chiefly,  because    the  bulk   of  the   enough  to  say  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 

taxation  is  one  we  absolutely  disapprove   people  approve  of    the    war,  and  inas- 

<  >f .     There  is  one  thing  upon  which  I    much  as  they  profess  to  approve  of  the 

congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,    war,   I  accept  the  princi[Je  that  they 

and  that  is  that  in  the  proposals  of  this  >  should  in  a  small  degree,  even  if  they 

terrible   Budget  he  has  not  apparently   are  poor,    help  to  pay   the  cost  of  it 

concealed   anything — he    has    put    the   There  is  a  sort  of  fetish  worship  in  the 

full  truth  before  the  people;  and  if  he   objection  to  any  taxation  of  the  people. 

had  only  been  consistent   and  shown !  The   speech  of    the  hon.   Member    for 

what    this  war  was  costing  in  money  to   South  Shields  showed  exactly  what  we 

the  people  of   England — if  he  had  gone    have  to  put   up  with.     No  doubt  the 

further    and  put  the  cost  upon   their   com    duty   will    be   used  all  over  the 

t^houlders — I  should  have  thought  better   country  as  an   attack  on   the   food   of 

of  him.   With  reference  to  the  tax  on  com,    the    people;    but    a    shilUng    duty  on 

we  in  Ireland  are  differently  situated  to   the  quarter  of  imported  com  would  only 

you  in    England.      There   is  no  doubt    represent  the  half  of  a  farthing  on  the 

thai  the  free  trade  which  was  productive    8lb.  loaf>  which  probably  would  have  to 

4if  80  much  benefit  to  this  country  has  «  be  paid  by  the  middleman.     I  think  the 

U^n  little  short  of  a  curse  to  Ireland,  |  twopence  on  cheques  is  a  mistake,  and' 

and  if  this  duty  gave  any  protection  to    will  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  irritation  for 

the  Irish  agricultural  industry,  which  is   a  very  small  sum. 

unfortunately  the  only  industry  Ireland  ! 

hdfe  left,  it  might  be  a  serious  responsibihty!  g,g  JOHN  KINLOCH  (Perthshire, 
for  us  to  take  up  an  attitude  antagonistic  I  ^^  ^^  that  the  tax  on  grain  would  be 
lo  It.  But  thLs  IS  so  small  a  thing  that  it  i  ^^^  objectionable  from  the  point  of 
cannot  help  our  agricultural  industry  in  •  ^^^  ^^  cattle  feeding  farmers  in  Scotland, 
Ireland.  It  18  a  very  sad  thing  to  say,  but ,  ^jjQ  bought  enormous  quantities  of 
It  must  be  confessed  that  a  certain  portion  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^y^^^  feeding  stuffs  from 
of  the  population  of  Ireland  largely  sub-  America. 
Mste  on  meal  and  Hour,  and  even  a  small  i 

increase  in  the  price  of  the  staple  food,  .^^^.  Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL 
^.iffs  may  amount  to  something  hke  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
diaast^r  to  Ireland.  But  apart  from  ,  ^,^^  ^^^  j^^  ^di^t^  the  least  of  the 
that     consideration    we     take  a    clear,    ^^j^   ^^  ^^^^^^   ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^ 

intelligent  resolution  that  we  object  to  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  \y&x^niA  to  the  seductive 
j«y  for  a  war  which  we  regard  as  unjust, '^j^j  which    urged    a     borrowing 

and  which  we  believe  future  generations  ;  g^^T^  jj^  j^^  l^^,j  g^^,  ^^  ^^^ 
of  Englishmen  would  look  upon  in  the  ,  ^nciple  that  no  new  borrowing  should 
same  manner  as  we  do.  ;  ^^  undertaken   unless  accompanied   by 

I  the  imposition  of  new  taxation.     As  for 

(10.47.)      Mr.    hartley  (Islington,    the    stamp     on    cheques,  the    proposal 

X):  I  do  not  think  that  the  complaint    which  seemed  to  have  excited  the  most 

ftbout  Ireland,  so  far  as  the  income  tax    disapprobation,  he  thought  it  ought  to 

i*  concerned,  is   reasonable,  because  the  !  be  welcomed   as  a  step  in  the  direction 

new  taxes  will  hardly  fall  on  the  Irish    of     taxing    those     elusive     forms     of 

people  at  all.     The  Budget  is,  I  consider,    personalty    which    had  so  long  ebcaped 

«  rery  bold  measure  on  the  part  of  the   their  proper  share  of  the  public  burdens. 

<rorcmment.    I  am  a  free  trader  in  every   The  increase  in  the  income  tax  was,  no 

^ose,    and    have    always    been    so.     I   doubt,  a  source  of  grave  concern  to  all 

i  nrpres**nt  a  very  dense  population.  of  them.     Nevertheless,  taking  the  pro- 

I  I  positions  of  the  Chancellor  of  the   Ex- 

Me.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.):    chequer  as  a  whole,  he  was  inclined  to 

'*  Natural  selection.'*  think  the  House  would  admit  that  they 

were  the  best  that  could  have  been  made 

Mr.  HARTLEY :  If  I  have  made  any    in  the  circumstances.    What  were  those 

reiuark   that  \s  unparliamentary,  I  am  .  circumstances  ]    A  visitor  from  another 
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planet,   who  made    himself  acquainted 
with  our  Budgets   since   1880  and  saw 
Tthe      rise      in      expenditure       which 
^characterised  that   period,   culminating 
in  an  extraordinary  upward  bound  in 
•the  last  three  years,  would  probably  ask 
what  great   accession    to  the    national 
wealth  had    taken  place  in  those  three 
jears.    K  he   were  toU  that   the  only 
new  asset  had  been  the   existence  of  a 
•costly  colonial  war,  he  probably  would 
return  to  his  own  planet  with  a  peculiar 
idea   of    the  intelligence   or    even   the 
sanity  of  this  nation.    He  was  not,  he 
observed,  attacking  the  war  expenditure. 
jHow   very   different  was    the    present 
rate  of  increase  of  expenditure  as  com- 
pared with  our  former  experience.    Let 
him  take  three  six-year  periods.    In  the 
:six  years  before  1890  the  increase  was 
£4,500,000 ;  in  the  period  from  1890  to 
1896  the  increase  was  £13,750,000;  and 
from  1896  to  1901-02  the  increase  was 
no  less  than   £36,000,000.      Thus   the 
increase   in  the  first  period  was  5  per 
•cent ;  in  the  second  period  15  percent. ; 
iind   in  the    third   period  36  per  cent. 
These  were  facts  which,  however  stale, 
ought  to  be  brought  to   the  notice  of , 
the  country  on  every  occasion.     He  held  I 
that  these  increases  were  out  of  all  pro- 1 
portion  to  the  national  enrichment,  and 
that  there  was  no  adequate  explanation 
or  excuse.     But,  however  explained,  this  , 
grim  fact  remained,  that  the   cost    of 
government  was  nearly   half  as  much  ' 
again  as   it  was  seven  years  ago.     Did , 
anyone  suppose  that  it  was  half  as  good 
again  1    Side  by  side  with  the  increase  in 
the  Imperial  expenditure  and  the  march 
of  indebtedness,  municipal  expenditure 
and  indebtedness,  no  doubt  encouraged 
by  Parliament,  had  gone  on  increasing 
all    over    the    country.      It    had    been 
said  that  this   was  a  wealthy  country. 
No  doubt  that  was  so ;  but  there  were 
also  very    poor  people  in  the  country. 
This  extra  taxation  might,  in  the  case 
of  the  poor  and  distressed,  interfere  with 
the  comfort  of  their  homes.    When  the 
Committee  extended  their  view  over  the 
last  seven  years,  the  prospect  was  still 
more  unsatjtfactory  and  alarming.    They 
had  yet  to  deal  with  the  Finance  Act  of 
1894,  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the   Member    for  West  Monmouthshire 
wai  so  proud.    That  Act  ought  to  have 
Mr.  WimxUm  Churchill. 


been  modified  or  amended  by  the  Ck>n- 
servative  Government.    Today  it  imposed 
on  the  taxpayers  of  this  country  a  burden 
of     about     £14,000,000,      as      against 
£7,500,000     which    was     the    product 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act.    AU  that 
had  been  swallowed   up   mainly  by  an 
increase  in  normal  expenditure,  as  well  as 
by  the  war  expenditure.     That  showed 
how  absurd  it  was  to  institute  any  com- 
parison  between    what    was   happening 
now  and  the  financial  policy  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
In  the  days  of  Mr.   ritt,  by  the  most 
austere  and  rigid  economy,  and  by  adopt- 
ing every  shift  to  keep  expenditure  down, 
nearly    the   whole,    and   in  some  cases 
actually  the  whole,  of  the  yield  of  the 
war  tax  was  secured,  and  not  as  in  the 
present  day  frittered  away,   or  at  any 
rate  consumed  in  domestic  expenditure. 
So  much   for  the  past.    The    question 
which  now  immediately  arose  was — did 
'  the  people  complain  1    The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  said  this  afternoon  that 
there  was  no  falling  off  in  the  consum- 
ing power  of  the  people,  and  no  diminu- 
tion  in   business  at  home,  that  we  were 
living  in  a  time  of  great  prosperity,  and 
that  our  prosperity  was  ministered  to  by 
I  the    wealth    of    neighbouring    nations. 
I  There  had  been  many  years  of  peace  and 
plenty   in    Europe,  and  many  years  of 
light  taxation  at  home.     America   had 
been  developed,  and  the  application   of 
scientific  invention  to  industry  had  con- 
tinued.    All  these  facts  had  so  accumu- 
lated wealth  in  the  world  that  there  was 
a  great  reserve  fund,  and  a  fine  inheri- 
tance for  extravagant  or  imperious  hands. 
The  income  tax  payer  thought  that  the 
money  was  wanted  for  the  war,  and  his 
public  spirit   would   not  allow    him    to 
grumble  while  the  war  was  going   on. 
The  glut  in  the  sugar  market  covered 
the  imposition  of  the  sugar  tax,  and  the 
great  gamble  in  the  coal  trade  the  year 
before  last  favoured  the  imposition  of  the 
export  duty.     But  these  things  were  not 
going  to  last.    Let  hon.  Members  think 
of  the  lean  years  and  the  evil  days  of 
reaction  which  in  the  next  five  or  six 
years  might  threaten  the  prosperity  of 
the  country.    There  was  a  revenue  of 
£150,000,000  for  ordinary  domestic  pur^ 
poses,  and  if  the  details  of  the  Estimates 
might  be  challenged,  at  least  as  much 
might  in  justice  be  said  as  to  their  dis- 
tribution.  How  were  they  distributed  7 
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The  resources  of  the  British  Government 
were  not  unlimited  They  might  be  as 
Titt  as  even  Sir  Robert  Giffen  conceived 
them  to  be,  but  they  had  their  limits, 
although  they  were  not  easy  to  ascertain 
accurately.  But  those  limits  should  be 
respected,  and  to  transgress  them  was  to 
incur  swift  automatic  retribution.  There- 
for^  the  question  which  all  who  advo- 
cated retrenchment  should  take  up  was, 
not  that  of  gratifying  the  demands  of 
Departments,  but  of  adjudicating  between 
those  demands.  It  was  no  longer  a  ques- 
tion of  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  Civil 
Service  having  all  they  wanted,  as  one 
would  think  to  hear  some  people  talk, 
it  ws8  a  question  of  spending  a  limited 
although  vast  income  to  the  best  possible 
advantage. 

He  wished  to  ask  if  at  the  present 
moment  there  was  any  effective  direction 
of  expenditure,  any  holding  back  of  some 
Departments  in  order  that  others  might 
b»ve  their  enterprises  put  forward.  Every- 
one knew  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind. 
Thev  looked  in  vain  to  the  constitution 
of  the  country  to  find  any  machinery  or 
force  which  could  effect  such  an  accurate 
allocation.  It  was  not  much  good  looking 
to  the  country  itself,  because  the  country 
eoald  only  judge  of  grave  issues  at  in- 
frequent and  very  often  uncertain  inter- 
v»l«.  In  the  House?  They  were  told 
with  convincing  force  by  the  Leader  of 
the  House  the  other  night  that  the 
control  of  the  House  over  Supply  had 
practically  passed  awav.  He  thought  it 
bid  inevitably  passea  away,  and  that 
Solely  was  now  brought  before  the 
House,  not  that  it  might  be  controlled, 
^ut  in  order  that  certain  questions  of 
administration  might  be  discussed.  They 
^ooki  not  look  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
therefore,  to  arrest  and  apportion  ex- 
penditure. There  was  not  much  good  in 
looking  to  the  Press  to  arrest  the  progress 
f»f  expenditure.  The  Press  merely  ex- 
a^rated  popular  caprice.  There  was 
no  good  looking  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  except  when  he  was  also  the 
First  Minister  of  the  Crown.  There  was 
only  one  force  which  could  make  the  neces- 
miy  allocation  of  public  expenditure,  and 
that  was  the  Cabinet,  controlled  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  who  in  the  Party  system 
of  the  country  very  often  stood  as  a 
surety  for  certain  great  principles  and  as 
a  guarantee  that  the  King's  Government 
should  be  carried  on  in  an  orderly  and 


honourable  manner.  That  was  the  only 
force  that  could  be  depended  upon. 
Something  no  doubt  was  desperately 
done  by  the  Treasury.  He  wished  hon. 
Members  to  understand  clearly  what  the 
Treasury  was.  There  was  an  opinion 
abroad  that  the  Treasury  had  certain 
statutory,  or  even  constitutional  powers, 
apart  altogether  from  the  ordinary 
government  of  the  country.  Ultimately 
however,  the  control  of  the  Treasury  was 
neither  more  nor  less  than  the  influence 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
the  Cabinet  Of  course,  if  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Elxchequer  were  able  to  persuade 
the  Cabinet  that  what  he  considered  the 
maximum  of  taxation  should  be  accepted, 
naturally  the  Treasury  would  be  in  a 
very  strong  position  in  dealing  with 
Departments,  the  heads  of  which  had  all 
signified  their  acceptance,  as  Cabinet 
Ministers,  of  that  standard.  Sometimes  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  over- 
ruled. He  did  not  say  that  that  had 
happened.  He  did  not  venture  to  insinu* 
ate  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  been  overruled,  but  he  hoped  that 
he  had,  froin  the  point  of  viev/  of 
the  position  he  would  occupy  in 
history.  Something  was  done  by  the 
Treasury,  but  in  the  main  we  drifted, 
and  the  result  was — he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  forgive  him  for  puttmg 
these  matters  forward  with  such  assump- 
tion, but  he  felt  he  would  not  be  able 
to  bring  them  forward  in  any  very 
apologetic  tone — that  there  was  a  lack 
of  proportion  in  the  distribution  of 
expenditure  between  different  objects, 
without  any  regard  to  their  relative 
importance.  He  would  take  the  greatest 
and  most  notorious  instance,  namely,  the 
ratio  observed  between  the  Naval  and 
Military  expenditure  of  the  country.  No 
one,  however  great  an  enthusiast,  not 
even  the  Duke  of  Wellington — he  did  not 
mean  the  great  Duke  but  the  present 
Duke — not  even  the  Secretary  of  War 
himself,  would  deny  that  the  Navy  was 
much  more  important  than  the  Army  to 
an  Island  Empire,  yet  we  spent  an  equal 
proportion  of  our  national  resources  on 
both.  Surely  that  was  an  anomaly.  Let 
them  look  at  other  countries.  Germany, 
like  Great  Britain,  was  a  country  which 
required  two  defensive  weapons,  but, 
unlike  Great  Britain,  her  primary  weapon 
of  defence  was  her  Army,  her  secondary 
weapon  being  her  Navy.  The  German 
Army  was  to  Germany  what  the  British 
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Navy  was  to  England — a  matter  of  life 
and  death.  Germany  was  anxious  above 
all  other  nations  to  increase  her  Naval 
strength,  but  she  did  not  make  the  mistake 
of  making  her  secondary  weapon  compete 
with  her  primary  weapon,  and  she  was 
spending  three  times  as  much  on  her 
Army  as  on  her  Navy.  Then,  again, 
France  more  than  any  other  nation 
approached  the  conditions  of  expenditure 
in  which  England  stood.  She  aimed  at 
being  a  first-class  Naval  and  Military 
Power.  The  result  was  that  in  1870  her 
Army  was  found  to  be  unequal,  and  her 
Navy  was  thought  to  be  unequal  as 
recently  as  1898.  France  appeared  to  be 
making  an  unwise  disposition  of  her  forces, 
but  she  had  spent  twice  as  much  on  her 
Army  as  on  her  Navy.  There  was  no 
nation,  look  where  we  might  throughout 
the  whole  world,  which  spent  as  much  on 
its  secondary  as  on  its  primary  weapon  of 
defence.  He  ventured  to  think  that  if 
one  examined  the  details  of  expenditure 
and  saw  where  the  money  was  actually 
spent,  a  great  many  more  facts  not 
less  striking  than  the  present  ratio  between 
Naval  and  Military  expenditure  would 
be  discovered. 

He  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  manner  in  which  we  were 
spending,  roughly  speaking,  £150,000,000 
for  domestic  purposes.  Did  any  one 
suppose  that  we  were  going  to  stop 
there  ?  He  would  name  to  the  House 
three  different  causes  of  increased  expen- 
diture which  would  have  to  be  met  in  the 
immediate  future.  First  of  all  there 
would  have  to  be  an  increase  in  the  pay 
of  the  Navy.  We  had  increased  the 
pay  of  the  Army,  and  we  were  now 
calling  for  more  men  for  the  Navy,  and 
their  pay  would  have  to  be  increased. 
There  was  also  certain  to  be  an  increase 
for  primary  and  secondary  education,  and 
there  would  also  be  an  increase  in  expen- 
diture due  to  the  garrison  in  South 
Africa.  That  last-mentioned  expenditure 
had  been  estimated  by  people  who  did 
not  take  too  gloomy  a  view  to  be  about 
£10,000,000  a  year.  It  might  very 
easily  be  more,  unless  the  peace  which  was 
now  being  made  was  one  which  would 
command  the  acquiescence  of  the  Boers. 
There  were  one  or  two  other  considera- 
tions which  would  arise  as  soon  as  the 
war  was  over.  The  Sinking  1^  und  would 
have  to  be  revived — he  thought  they 
were  all   agreed    about   that — and  the 
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income  tax  would  have  to  be  reduced. 
He  held  that  the  Income  Tax  pressed  more 
heavily  than  any  other  tax.     It  pressed 
upon  the  brain  workers  of  the  country, 
but  that  was  no  reason  for  its  reduction, 
as  it  was  the  elbow  of  the  country  in 
time  of  war,  and  could  meet  ordinary 
fluctuations   on    the    Budget    without 
adding  to  the  cost  of  collection  or  dis- 
locating any  trade  or  industry.     After 
the  war  we  would  have  to  meet  new 
and    possibly    large    demands    out    of 
resources  diminished  by  the  revival  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  and  the  reduction  of 
the  income  tax,    and    would    have  to 
meet   them  during  a  period  when  we 
would  not  have    the  patriotic  stimuluB 
due  to  the  war,  and  when  very  likely 
the  good   trade  conditions  which   n^w 
prevailed  would  be  absent.    What  would 
it    come    to  1    The    basis    of    taxation 
would  have    to   be  broadened,    and  he 
thought  it  well  that  the  Committee  should 
realise  that  further  expenditure  lueant 
serious  taxation  of  bread  and  meat  and 
other   necessaries   of    the    food   of  the 
people.     He  held  that  if   the  basis   of 
taxation  were  further   broadened,  two 
gigantic  issues  would  be  raised.    In  the 
first]place  the  fair  trade  issue  would  be 
raised.      A    tax    which    in    the    first 
instance     would   be    honestly    imposed 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  would, 
no  doubt,  under  the  influence  of  the  honu 
and  gallant  Member  of  Central  Sheffield 
—  not    less    gallant    in    the    field   of 
economics   than  in  the   field  of  war — 
became  Protective  in  character,  for  the 
hon.   and  fi;allant   Member  would   say, 
why  not  kill  three  birds  with  one  stone 
— raise  the    revenue,    support    British 
industries,  and  consolidate  the  Empire. 
He  wondered  what  would  happen  if  the 
fair  trade  issue  was   openly   raised  by 
some  responsible  person  of  eminence  and 
authority  in  the  coutitry.    They  would 
stand  once  more  on  the  old  battlefields, 
with   all  the  old  broken  weapons,  and 
amid    grass    grown    trenches   and    the 
neglected    graves    of    heroes    who   had 
fallen  in  former  conflicts.    Party  bitter- 
ness   would  be    aroused    such    as    the 
present    generation    could    furnish   no 
parallel  for  except  in    the  brief  period  of 
1885-6.    He  wondered  how  the  advent 
of  such  a  tremendous  issue  would  affect 
the    existing    disposition    of     political 
parties.    These  were  questions  for  the 
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future  on  which  he  would  not,  however, 
detain  the  Committee,  but  the  time 
would  come  when  they  would  have  to 
be  answered. 

There  was  another  issue,  and  one 
not  lees  important,  even  more  important, 
which  would  be  raised  if  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  were  called  upon  to 
increase  taxation  beyond  its  present  limits. 
I^t  them  indulge  in  no  illusions.  Per- 
haps a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
with  great  power — he  did  not  mean  any 
reflection  on  his  right  hon.  friend — and 
with  the  demand  of  the  country  for 
retrenchment  behind  him,  would  come ; 
yet  he  would  not  be  able  to  pull  down 
expenditure  which  had  bounded  up 
nearly  £40,000,000  in  seven  years  by 
more  than  £7,000,000  or  £8,000,000. 
All  that  economists  should  work  for  was  to 
insist  that  the  sums  now  voted  should  be 
made  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  near 
future,  and  that  the  present  expenditure 
should  be  kept  stationary.  In  1S85  the 
suggestion  of  a  £100,000,000  Budget  was 
scouted  as  a  wild  idea.  A  £100,000,000 
Budget  was  now  ancient  history.  We 
had  a  £150,000,000  Budget  for  domestic 
expenditure,  and  a  £200,000.000  Budget 
loomed  port^^ntous  in  the  future.  He 
could  quite  conceive  such  a  Budget  being 
extremely  popular,  and  supported  by  the 
enormous  mass  of  the  voting  strength  in 
the  country,  but  he  wondered  who 
would  pay.  That  was  a  serious  question 
for  hon.  Members  on  his  side  of  the 
House.  Was  it  seriouslv  to  be  supposed 
that  the  democratic  electorate  of  the 
country  in  time  of  peace  would  accept 
such  a  burden  1  He  made  no  aspersion 
on  the  patriotism  of  the  pf»ople.  He 
thought  the  Government  had  received 
unflinching  and  unselfish  support  from 
the  masses  of  the  people  in  connection 
with  the  war.  By  the  courtesy  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  he  had  been 
able  to  verify  the  figures  showing  the 
ratio  between  direct  and  indirect  taxa- 
tion. They  showed  that,  as  the  fran- 
'•hiae  had  been  extended,  the  proportion 
of  direct  taxation  to  indirect  taxational 
preached  more  and  more  closely.  Direct 
taxation  was  increasing,  and  indirect  taxa- 
tion was  getting  less  and  less.  Two  years 
ugo  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
that  we  had  succeeded  in  establishing  a 
financial  equiUbrium  between  direct  and 
indirect  taxation,  but  last  year,  for  the 
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fiist  time  in  the' history  of  the  country, 
direct  taxation  amounted  to  52  per  cent, 
of  the  total,  and  indirect  taxation  to  only 
48  per  cent.  Did  not  that  show  in  the 
most  convincing  manner  that  any 
attempt  largely  to  extend  indirect  taxa- 
tion would  run  counter  to  some  very 
potent  instinct  far  down  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people  1  To  "  broaden  largely  the 
basis  of  taxation  '*  would  raise  not  onlv 
the  fair  trade  issue  but  something  much 
more  formidable  than  a  political  issue; 
it  would  raise  an  issue  directly  social. 

By  way  of  recapitulation  he  would  say 
that  the  increase  of  £40,000,000  in  the 
cost  of  governing  the  country  during  the 
last  six  or  seven  years  was  not  to  be  ex« 
plained  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  new  ideas,  or  by  the  assump- 
tion of  new  functions  of  government 
It  had  not  been  governed  by  any  just 
sense  of  proportion  in  distribution ;  and 
he  very  much  doubted  if  there  had  been 
any  proportionate  corresponding  gain  in 
efficiency.  It  had  been  largely,  if  not 
mainly,  due  to  a  more  open-handed 
administration  of  public  Departments, 
resulting  from  the  confusion  of  our 
finances  due  to  the  war  and  from  a 
shocking  lack  of  Cabinet  control.  We 
had  reached  the  extreme  Hmit  of  practical 
and  prudent  peace  time  taxation,  and 
unless  effective  means  were  taken  to 
curb  and  control  the  growing  expendi- 
ture of  the  country,  we  would  be  con- 
fronted with  important  social,  economic, 
and  political  problem^,  which  might  be 
tiKKst  dangerous  to  the  country  and  the 
Empire,  and  very  damaging  to  many 
caus&s  which  the  Conservative  Party 
held  near  and  dear  to  their  hearts. 


(1 1.42.)  Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln)  said  hedid 
not  wish  to  follow  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  spoken  into  the  general  question 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  country,  but 
he  should  like  to  explain  the  reason  why 
he  objected  to  the  proposal  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  put  a 
tax  on  corn,  and  why  he  intended  to 
oppose  it  at  every  stage.  They  had  just 
Ustened  to  an  eloquent  speech  in  favour 
of  general  economy  in  the  management 
of  the  finances  of  the  country.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  in  the  minds  of  some 
it  was  thought  to  be  a  certain  advantage 
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to  put  on  a  tax  which  would  be  felt  by 
everyone  in  the  country,  but  he  regretted 
very  much  indeed  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  should  have  selected  for 
that  purpose  the  particular  article  he 
had. 
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owners.  The  total  amount  which  the 
agr'ciiltural  producers  would  get  was, 
of  course,  more  than  that — probably 
about  £1,300,000.  With  regard  to 
barley  and  oats,  it  was  not  so  serious 
a  matter.  It  was  to  the  taxation  of 
wheat,  which  was  the  food  of  the  people, 
and  especially  the  food  of  the  poorest  of 
the  people,  that   he  objected.    The  tax 


In  the  first  place,  a  tax  on  wheat  was 
a  bad  tax  in  itself.     It  was  a  tax  which 

pressed  most  hardly   upon   those   who 

,      ^     , ,    ^    r         -^     mi  u      was  being  levied  in  such  a  way  that  out 

were  least  able  to  bear  it.    Those  who  °  "^ 

^  J         J     ^  1       J  of  the  amounts  paid  by  the  people  in 

were  most  dependent  upon  bread  were  .  *^  -'  ^    ^ 

^y  11-  ^1      the  increased    cost  of   food,   a    certain 

the   people    whose    incomes    were    the 

11    ^     fPL  ^    1  •  i-^         ^        ...I.    I  proportion  would  go  not  for  the  support 

smallest.    That  class  might  contain  the    ^ ^  .  . 

,  ^  r  t       X         L*.-i.iiof  the  general  taxation  of  the  country, 

largest  number    of  voters,   but  it  also '  *  ,       , 

^  .     J     ,  ,        ,  1       u    !  but  into  the  pockets  of  a  particular  class 

contained  a  large  number  of  people  who  '         .       , . 


had  no  votes  at  all.  Every  widow, 
every  soldier*s  wife,  living  on  the 
allowance  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment sufficient  for  her  support  and  that 
of  her  children,  had  to  spend  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  her  income  upon 
bread  than  those  in  more  comfortable 
circumstances.     He   regretted    the    tax 


of  inhabitants.  He  sympathised  as 
much  as  anyone  could  do  with  the  diffi. 
culties  of  farmers  and  landlords,  but  it 
could  not  for  one  moment  be  asserted 
that  they  were  not  as  a  class  distinctly 
.superior  in  wealth  and  comforts  to  many 
of  those  upon  whom  would  press  most 
hardly  any   tax   upon  corn,  and  conse- 


,     ^,    ^  J    1     u  •*.  \  quently     upon     bread.       It    had    been 

for  that  reason,  and  also  because  it  was  a  t  ^         •^       ^ 

.     ,    /^,        .1       -  1  .  1  .    .J  'asserted  that  the  tax  would  be  paid  bv 

revival  of  the  evil  custom  which  we  got  rid  ,  r         . 

.  ^.^  f  .  *    i.-      I  the  foreigner  or  the  middleman.     Taxes 

of  fifty  years  ago  of  imposing  protective  |  ^ 

duties  on  the  food  of  the  people.    The  I  •'""''^    °°'    ^«   **^'*'°«''  ^^  ''"^   '°*°- 
Chancellor  of   the   Exchequer  had  de-    *"^"°S'  °»^  °^  ^^^''^  countries.    Especi- 

,      J  J     r  ^   V         *i      4.1.  4.  -4.  ally  was  that  the  case  with  regard  to 

clared,  no  dotibt  honestly,  that  it  was  i  ^  .  . 

^^.        J.       i  ^       ,         .,       wheat.     The    only  way   in   which    any 
not  a   protective    duty,   but    when   the  . 

portion    of    an    import    tax    could    be 


people  of  the  country  read  the  debate 
which  had  taken  place  and  saw  who 
were  those  who  had  accepted  with 
pleasure  and  gratitude  the  proposal  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  persuade  them  that  the  tax, 
at  all  events  in  its  future  results,  if  not 
in  its  immediate  efi'ect,  would  not  be 
protective  to  a   very   largo  extent.     It 


obtained  from  other  countries  was  by 
the  consumption  being  diminished.  If 
an  import  tax  diminished  the  consump- 
tion, then  to  a  certain  extent  it  dimin- 
ished the  demand  and  might  diminish 
the  price  abroad.  But  the  peculiarity  of 
wheat  was  that  if  the  price  was  increased 
the  consumption  was  not  thereby  dimin- 
ished.     If   the  price  of  bread  were  in- 


was  protection  of  the  worst  kind.     Ac- 

j.       .                u      1     1  4-            J      4.  creased,  so  fur  from  the    people  eatinir 

cording  to  a  rough  calculation  made  at  *                                 ^    ^              ^ 

,                   ^     .^                 J    4.U  ^      u     *.  lt*?s,  larije  numbers  of  them    would  eat 

the    moment,  it   appeared    that    about  ^ 


£300,000  would  be  taken  from  the  food 
of  the  people  and  given  to  the  producers 
of  wheat— the   farmers   and  the   land- 
Jfr.  Sedy. 


more,  l)ecaus(*  their  surplus  being  dimin- 
ished, they  had  less  to  spend  upon 
meat  and  other  forms  of  food.    No  por- 
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tion,  therefore,  would  be  obtained  from 
the  foreigner ;  the  whole  of  the  burden 
would  fall  upon  the  people  of  this 
country. 

He  would   not   go  further  into  the 
question    at   the    present   stage.      The 
speeches  from  economists  to  which  the 
House  had  listened  would  come  in  far 
more  usefully  in  the  disciussion  on  the 
expenditure  of  the  country,  rather  than 
in  connection  with  the  raising  of   the 
money  made  necessary  by  that  expendi- 
ture.     He  looked  forward  to  the  time 
when  the  war  would  be  ended,  as  all 
hoped  it  would  be   soon,  with  honour 
and   credit   to  this   country,  and  with 
good   feeling    towards   our    opponents, 
and  when  he  hoped  a  serious  attempt 
would  be  made  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  country.    He  would  oppose 
the  imposition    of  this  tax    upon  the 
food  of  the  peofJe,  because  he  believed 
it  to  be  in  itself  wrong,  socially  wrong, 
and  that  it  would  raise  social  feeling  in 
the  country.     In  addition  to  that,  there 
would  be  interested  in  its  maintenance 
large  numbers  of  people  in  the  country 
who  might  prevent  the  tax  being  taken 
off  in  the  future.      For    these  reasons 
he  regretted  the   step  which  had  been 
taken,  and  would  oppose   it  at   every 
stage. 


♦(11.55.)  Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  We 
have  had,  as  is  always  the  case  upon  the 
introduction  of  the  Budget,  a  debate 
ranging  over  a  great  variety  of  subjects . 
but  of  all  the  speeches  delivered,  I  con- 
feas  the  most  interesting  to  me  has  been 
that  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Oldham.  It  was,  to  my  mind,  an  ad- 
mirable and  eloquent  speech,  and,  though 
there  are  parts  of  it  I  could  criticise,  and 
aiatements  in  it  which  I  think,  if  time 


permitted,  I  might  question,  yet,  taken 
as  a  whole,  I  welcome  it  most  sincerely 
as  some  aid  to  me  in  what  I  think  even 
my  hon.  friend  must  admit  to   be  the 
extremely  difficult  task  of  keeping  down 
expenditure  in  such   times  as  those  in 
which  we  live.     I  can  speak  now  from 
an  experience   of  seven  years  as  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  no  one  but 
myself  knows  the  arduous,  continuous, 
disagreeable  nature  of  the  duties  of  that 
office  in  attempting  to  control  expendi- 
ture, and  nobody  but  myself  knows  how 
much  I  have  succeeded,  or  how  much  I 
have  failed,  in  this.     But  this  I  do  say 
most  sincerely  —  that    1    welcome   the 
assistance    of    my    hon.    friend,    as    I 
have  often  welcomed  the  assistance  of 
the  right  hon.   Glentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouth,  and  of   all  Mem* 
bers    of   the    House    who   vrill    regard 
something  more  than  the  popular  out- 
cry  of    the    moment    for  expenditure 
upon  this  or  that  hobby  of  the  day,  and 
who  will  look  at  the  expenditure  of  the 
country   as  a   whole,  and   will,  as  my 
hon.  friend  has  rightly  said,  endeavour 
to  weigh  the  different  classes  of  demands 
for   expenditure  one    against   another, 
and  have   the  courage   to  refuse  what 
really  ought  not  to  be  acceded  to  at  aU. 

My  hon.  friend  has  referred  to  a  point 
which  was  also  referred  to  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouth.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  anxious  to  obtain  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  the  new  taxation  which 
has  been  imposed  during  the  last  three 
years  for  purposes  of  the  war.  I  think 
I  laid  on  the  Table  last  year  a  statement 
on  that  subject,  but  I  will  refer  to  it, 
and  will  endeavour  to  see  that  the  infor« 
mation  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  desires 
is  presented  to  the  House.  _ 
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Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT:  The 
expenditure  in  the  year  just  closed  1 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  Quite  so. 
It  should  be,  I  think,  for  each  year,  so 
as  to  show,  as  far  as  possible,  how  much 
of  the  taxation  has  gone  for  the  war. 
But  let  me  say  this.  It  is  extremely 
difficult,  when,  as  in  several  cases  of 
this  new  taxation,  the  increase  of  taxa- 
tion has  not  been  by  way  of  a  new  tax, 
but  by  way  of  an  addition  to  an  old  tax, 
to  decide  precisely  how  much  of  the 
increase  of  taxation  is  due  to  the  addi- 
tion to  the  tax  and  how  much  to  the 
growth  of  the  old  tax  itself.  I  think 
the  more  satisfactory  statement  would  be 
to  take  the  taxation  of  the  country  each 
year  as  a  whole,  and  show  how  much 
has  gone  to  ordinary  expenditure  and 
how  much  hag  been  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  the  war.  I  will  endeavour 
to  put  such  a  statement  before  the 
House. 

The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford  has,  with  perfect  consistency, 
stated  that  he  was  opposed  on  two  main 
grounds  to  the  proposals  of  this  as  to 
the  proposals  of  former  Budgets.  In 
the  first  place,  he  considers  that  Ireland 
pays  an  unfair  share  of  general  taxation. 
WeU,  that  is  a  subject  I  have  often 
attempted  to  argue  in  the  House,  and 
on  which  I  have  always  found  myself 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member.  I  will  not  attempt 
tonight  to  deal  with  it  further  than  to 
say  that  in  regard  to  this,  as  I  tliink  I 
have  shown  in  regard  to  former  Budgets, 
though  I  entirely  admit  that  Ireland  has 
had  to  bear  increased  taxation  in  these 
later  years,  yet  the  proportion  of  increase 
is  much  less  than  that  borne  by  Great 
Britain,  and  will,  I  believe,  be  found  to 


disappear  altogether,  if  you  consider 
how  much  of  it  is  devoted  to  what  may 
properly  be  called  Imperial  purposes.  I 
demur,  therefore,  to  the  view  taken  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  and  those 
who  sit  around  him,  as  to  the  grievance 
of  Ireland  in  this  respect.  But  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  took  another 
objection.  He  said  that  he  and  those 
whom  he  leads,  object  altogether  to 
the  war  for  which  the  increased  taxation 
and  borrowing  proposed  in  this  Budget 
is  mainly  required,  and  that  we  ought 
to  put  the  taxation  for  the  war  on  the 
people  who  approve  of  it.  I  do  not 
think,  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
attempted  to  apply  that  doctrine  to 
Great  Britain,  that  he  would  find  it  a 
practicable  or  a  reasonable  policy. 
You  cannot  allocate  taxation  for  a 
certain  purpose  to  those  who  approve 
of  that  purpose,  and  relieve  those 
who  disapprove  of  it.  That  is  obvious. 
What  he  really  means  is  that  the 
majority  of  his  fellow-countrymen  in 
Ireland,  in  his  opinion,  disapprove  of 
the  war,  and  that,  therefore,  Ireland 
should  not  contribute  to  it  at  all.  That 
is  a  separatist  doctrine,  to  my  mind,  in 
which,  I  am  afraid,  I  am  quite  as  far — 
if  not  farther — apart  from  the  view  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  as  I  am 
on  the  other  subject. 

The  main  criticism  of  the  Budget 
tonight  has  not  been  on  the  in- 
crease of  the  income  tax,  or  even 
the  increased  duty  on  cheques,  though 
something  has  been  said  on  the 
latter  subject,  but  on  the  pro- 
posed new  duties  on  corn  and  flour. 
Those  have  been  objected  to  on  different 
and  sometimes  almost  contradictory 
grounds.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Weat  Monmouth  and 
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the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
did  not  trouble  about  what  I  endeavoured 
to  argue,  the  practical  side  of  the 
question.  They  object  to  the  tax 
in  theory.  They  assume  without  the 
slightest  reason — I  defy  them  to  prove 
it — that  the  old  registration  duty  on 
com  and  flour  increased  the  price  of 
bread.  Until  that  is  proved,  I  will 
venture  to  say  that  all  this  talk  of  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  the  food  of  the 
people,  of  its  being  a  protective  duty  to 
home  producers,  of  its  putting,  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  last  spoke  suggested, 
a  large  sum  into  the  pockets  of  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  are  propositions 
which  it  is  unnecessary  to  argue. 
When  you  have  shown  that  this  tax 
caused  an  increase  in  the  price  of 
bread,  then  I  think  there  will  be 
something  to  be  said  for  the  arguments 
which  have  been  adduced  against  the 
tax. 

But  there  have  been  other  arguments. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  referred  to  this  tax,  and  used  a 
very  curious  argument.  I  thought  he 
was  going  to  approve  of  it.     He  said  he 


it  lasted,  so  long  as  it  was  devoted  to 
paying  off  debt ;  but  why  it  should  be 
a  bad  tax  to  re-enact  again  now  that  it 
is  proposed  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
debt  is  an  argument  I  entirely  fail  to 
understand.  Then  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  South  Shields  made  an 
impassioned  oration  against  the  duty, 
very  like  that  which  he  delivered  aga  inst  the 
coal  taxlastyear.  I  feel  now,  as  I  felt  then, 
that  if  he  has  made  up  his  mind  that  the 
tax  will  have  the  effect  which  he  antici* 
pates,  I  cannot  wonder  at  his  violence, 
and  I  could  not  convince  his  pre- 
judices. Some  of  the  arguments 
that  have  been  addressed  to  the 
Committee  against  the  duties  on 
com  and  flour  remind  me  of  my  old 
friend  "the  thin  end  of  the  wedge."  I 
can  remember  in  my  younger  days  in 
this  House,  when  I  was  a  Member  of  a 
Party  which  was  always  in  a  minority 
and  perhaps  occasionally  addicted  to 
rather  out  of  date  opinions,  that  "  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge"  argument  was 
a  very  favourite  one  indeed.  A  proposal 
used  often  to  be  objected  to  because  of 
what  it  might  lead  to ;  and  so  this  Uttle 
duty  which  is  suggested  tonight,  which 


thought  that  free  trade    had    been   an  |  ^*^^^  '^  ^^^^  ^^'  ^^^^^  considered  by 


absolute  injury  to  Ireland,  but  he 
could  not  support  the  duty  I  have 
proposed  because  there  was  so  little 
protection  about  it.  He  went  on  to 
argue  that  he  was  also  opposed  to  the 
duty  because  it  would  increase  the  price 
of  cheap  meal,  which  was  much  con- 
sumed  in    Ireland.      I    do    not    know 


Mr.  Gladstone  or  Sir  Robert  Peel  as  in  any 
practical  effect  protective,  now  is  consi- 
dered to  bear  all  the  worst  marks  of  pro- 
tection,not  because  anything  practical  can 
be  alleged  against  it,  but  because  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Thanet 
gave  it  his  benediction,  as  a  tax  for 
revenue,   and  then  went  on  to  expret^s 


whether  that  is  protection   or  not,  but  his  wii<h  that  it  might  be  made   much 

the  duty  cannot   be  open  to  objection  heavier,  or  turned,  as  my  hon.  friend  the 

on    both   these    grounds.      Then     the  Member  for  Sheflaeld  would  desire,  into 

hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Poplar,  a  beginning  of  colon  al  preferential  tax- 


who  is  an  authority   on    this  subject, 
admitted  that  it  was  a  good  tax  while 


ation.     How  so  small  a  tax  could  be  use- 
fully   trusted    on   preferential     lines   I 
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really  fail  to  see.  These,  however, 
are  matters  which  do  not  afifect  the 
rights  or  wrongs  of  the  proposal.  I  only 
ask  that  it  may  be  fairly  considered  and 
dealt  with  on  its  merits  in  accordance 
with  its  previous  actual  history,  and  not 
according  to  prejudices  which  belong  to 
another  order  of  things  altogether.  I 
hope  that  after  the  discussion  of  this 
evening  we  may  now  be  allowed  to  take 
the  Resolution. 


Mr.  lough  (laUngton.  W.)  said  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  that 
he  had  not  discovered  any  serious 
opposition  to  the  addition  to  the  stamp 
tax.  He  thought  it  was  one  of  the  meet 
worrying  and  annoying  impositions. 

(12.10.)  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,   254  ; 
I  Noes,  135.    (Division  List  No.  108.) 


AYES. 


Acland-H(K>d,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tjnte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervjn 
Arkwriffht,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Ba^t,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balf oar,RtHnGerald  W.  (Leeds) 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch.) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.  SirMichael  H  icks 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Eldward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brook  field,  Colonel  Montagu 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-CoutU,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 


Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish ,  V.  C.  W .  (Derby  shire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  J.  AuBten(  Worc'r) 
Chaplain,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Ekiward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  R 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 


CoUiugs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,Sir  John  Charles  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L   (Down,  North) 
Cranbfme,  Viscount 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savilo 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 


Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
DavieSjbir  HoratioD.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hart landjSir  Fred  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dy ko,Rt.  He n.  Sir  William  Hart 


Efferton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 


Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants, W.) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergusson ,  R  t.  Hn.  Sir  J.  (MancV 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,SirMichael(Lond.Univ.) 
Fost«r,PhilipS.(Warwick,S.W. 


Galloway,  William  Johnson 


Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gi  bbs,  Hn.  A.  G.  H.  (Ci  tyof  Lond. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
(iordon.Hn.  J.  E.  (Elgin&Naim) 
Gore,  Hon.S.F.Ormsby-  (Line) 
Goschen,  Hon.  G^jorge  Joachim 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Waif ordD.  ( Wednesbury 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene, W.  Raymond-(Camb8.) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 


Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHn  LordG.(Midd'x 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert Wm. 
Hardy,Laurence(Kent,Ashford 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Lcverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath  ,Arthu  rHoward  (Hanley ) 
Heath,  James(Staffords.  ,N.  W . ) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon  •  Hodge,Robert  Trotter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouse,  Henry  (Somerset,E.) 

!  Hogg,  Lindsay 

'  Hope,J.F.  (Sheffield  ,Brightside) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Howard,John(Kent,Faveraham 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 


Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.Wm.  Lawies 
J  ebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex 
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KennawajtRt.  Hon.Sir  JohnU. 
KeQjTon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bary) 
Kaoyon-SlaDev.  CoLW.  (Salop 
Keswick,  William 
Knowlee,  Leos 


LambtOD,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth)  ! 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
lAwson,  John  Grant  i 

Lee,  Arthm*  H.  ( Hants,  Fareh'm 
Lecge,  Col.  Hon.  Hene;ij^o 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lereson-Oower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  ( Bristol,  S 
Lon«daIe,  John  Brownleo 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowthor,  C.  (('umb.,  Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Rt. Hon. .Tames( Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas, Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 


Macartney,  RtHnW.C.  Ellison 
Maodona,  John  Cumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Calmont,  CoL  J.(Antrim,E.) 
M'Rillop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,W.J.H.(l)'nifries8hire 
M  iddlemore,  Joh  nTh  rogmor  ton 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  Hon.  J. Scot t(  Hants. ) 
M(xm,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,David  J.  ( Walthamstow 
Morris^m,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Mnntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,RtUnA.Graham(Bute) 


Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 


Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 


Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 

Pease,  HerbortPike(  Darlington 

Pembert<m,  John  S.  G. 

Penn,  John 

Percy,  Karl 

Pierpoint,  Robert 

Pilkinj^ton,  Lieut. -C\)l.  Richard 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 

Plumraer,  Walter  R. 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Prvce-Iones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 

Purvis,  Robert 

Pym.  C.  Guy 


Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 


Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  Jami's  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,Hon.  M.  W.  ( Staly  bridge 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hon.Chas  Thomson 
RoU'rts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Ri)bertsnn,  Herbert  (Hfickney) 
Rolleslon.  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  James 


Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Sandys,  Lieut.  -CoLThos.  Myles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(IsleofWiKht) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 


Shaw-Stewart, M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.( Hertford, Eatt) 
Smith,H.C(North'mb.Tyneside 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormtkirk 
Stanley,  Edward  Jas.  (Somenet 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart, Sir  Mark  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 


Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.  HonJ.G.(Oxf  dUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinstm,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton.  Charles  Ernest 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 


Valentia,  Viscount 
Viucent,Col  SirC.E.H(Sheffield 


Warr,  Augustus  Fre<lerick 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Webb,  Colonel  William  (ieorge 
Welby,  Lt.-Col.  A.  C.  E.(T'nt*n 
W\>lby,Sir  CharlesG.E. (Notts.) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wils(m,  A. Stanley ( York,  E.R.) 
Wilwm,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wils<m,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson -Todd,  W:n.  H.(York8.) 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  (Jeorge 
Wyndham -Quin,  Major  W.  H. 


Tellers    for  the   Ayes— 


Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


NOES. 


Abraham, WiUiam  (Cork,  N.E. 
Allen,  Chas.  P.  «il oue.,  Stroud 
AshUm,  Thomas  Gair 


Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaamont,  Went  worth  ('.  B. 
Bell,  Rielmrd 
Black,  Alexander  William 
BUke,  Edward 
Brigg,  John 
Broadharst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 


Burke,  E.  Haviland- 


Caldwell,  James 

CamplHl,  .Tohn  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carvill,  Patriik  Geo.  Hamilton 

Ciuiflton,  Richard  Knight 

C.iwley,  Fn"«lcri<'k 

Channing,  Francis  Allaton 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  W  illiam  Randal 


Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Da  vies,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan) 

Delany,  William 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (I^nark) 


Edwards,  Prank 
.  Elibmk,  Master  of 
'  E vans,Sir FramisH. (Maidstone 
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Fen  wick,  Charles 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Furness,  Sir  Christopher 

Gilhoolyi  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hammond,  John 
Harcourt,  Rt.Hon.Sh-  William 
Hannsworth.  R.  Leicester 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Sealo- 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Jones,  William(Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Laml^ert,  George 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,SirJosephF.  (Accrington) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Crae,  George 


{COMMONS} 

M*Govern,  T. 

M*Kean,  John 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 

Mather,  William 

Minch,  Matthew 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morton,  Edw.  J.  C.(  Devon  port) 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Newnes,  Sir  George 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  James(Roscommon,N. 

O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James . 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Palmer,  George  Wm.  (Reading) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  W'alden) 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 
Reid,  Sir  R.Thre8hie( Dumfries) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John 
Roc,  Sir  Thomas 


the  House, 
Russell,  T.  W. 
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Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whiteohapel) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Linoln) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,Rt.Hn.C.  R.  (Northants 
I  Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  F«dward 
Sullivan,  Donal 

Thomas,David  Alfred(Merthyr) 
Thomas,  F.Freeman-(HastiDgs) 
Thomas,  J  A(Glamorgan,Gower) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,W.  R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Ure,  Alexander 

White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Williams,   Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Wilson,Fred.  W.  (Norfolk,Mid. ) 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.  R  ) 

Wilson,  J.  W.(Worcestersh.N. ) 

Woodhouse,Sir  J.  T.  ( Huddersf  d 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tkllkks   for   the    Noes- 


Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M 'Arthur. 


Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  charged 
on  and  after  the  16th  day  of  April, 
1902,  the  following  customs  import 
duties. 


Flour  and  all  kinds  of  meal  and 
prepared  grain,  starch,  and  all 
farinaceous  and  starchy  sub- 
stances used  as  articles  of  food 

the  cwt.  0 


0 


Com  and  grain  of  all  kinds,  and 
peas,  beans,  and  lentils 

the  cwt.    0 


Resolution  to   be  reported  tomorrow, 
£    *.    cl.    Committee  to  sit  again  tomorrow. 


0     3 


Adjourned  at  half  after    Twelve 
o'clock. 
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I  Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read,  and  discharged.  Ordered,  that  the 
Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with. 


The  Lord  Chancbllor  acquainted  the 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  certificates 
from  the  examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  i4>piicabie  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with — 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order. 

And  also  the  certificates  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to 
the  following  Bills  have  been  compliec) 
with— 

Cornwall  Electric  Power, 
Erdington  Tramways. 
Finedon  Urban  District  Water. 
Newport  Corporation. 
Reading  Gras. 
Shepton  Mallet  Gas. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.    ' 

CENTRAL  LONDON  RAILWAY  (NEW 
LINES)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

A  petition  of  Messrs.  Travers,  Smith 
and  Braithwaite,  and  Robinson,  of  4, 
Throgmorton  Avenue,  London,  Solicitors,  | 
praying  for  leave  to  present  a  petition  of 
Kinsman  Hitchens  and  others,  praying 
to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bill, 
although  the  time  limited  by  Standing 
Order  No.  92  for  presenting  such 
petition  has  expired;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table  ;  and  Standing  Order 
Xo.  92  to  be  considered  on  Thursday 
next,  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed  with 
in  respect  of  the  said  petition. 

NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn.  The  order  made  on  the 
13th  of  February  last  discharged,  and 
Bill  committed. 

LIMPSFIELD  AND  OXTED  WATER 

BILL. 

Committed. 

MIDLAND  COUNTIES  JUNCTION  RAIL- 
WAYS (SALE)  ACr,  1901  (AMEND. 
MENT)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
t  he   House  that  the  promoters  do  not ; 
intend  to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill.  ^ 
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SUTTON  BRIDGE  DOCK  BILL  [h.l.] 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  promoters  do  not 
intend  to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill. 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Heading 
read,  and  discharged.  Ordered,  that  the 
Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with. 

BROMLEY  GAS  BILL. 
Read  2%  and  committed. 

BROADSTAIRS  GAS  BILL. 

Bead  2%  and  committed;  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

NATIONAL  TELEPHONE  COMPANY 
(KINGSTON-UPONHULL)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  2»  (according  to  order). 

ISLE   OF   WIGHT  CENTRAL    RAILWAY 

BILL  [H.L.], 

SCOTTISH     EQUITABLE     LIFE    ASSUR- 
ANCE SOCIETY  BILL  [h.l.], 

STREET     URBAN    DISTRICT    COUNCIL 
WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

BARKING  GAS  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1% 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 


PETITION. 


IMPERIAL  INSTITUTR 

Petition  of  the  Imperial  Institute  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  Colonies  and 
India,  and  the  Isles  of  the  British  Seas, 
under  their  Common  Seal,  praying  for 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  provide  for 
placing  the  Imperial  Institute  under  the 
management  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  proposed  Bill  annexed  thereto; 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 
The  Spion  Kop  Despatches. 
K 
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L()CAL  TAXATION  (ROYAL  ♦Earl  SPENCER :  The  Earl  of  Row- 

COMMISSION).  I  j^ 

Final  Reports  of  His  Majesty's  Com- 

missioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ^  Marques-s  of  SALISBURY  :    1 

subject   of   local   taxation,    m   so  far  as  ;^^„^^  t^^j  T?^«k..«„     tI-Ttt.-^u^^i^* 

relates  to  (1)  Ireland ;  (2)  Scotland.  ""  *       '^^    ""          "         ""  —  — 


Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Tabic. 


forgot  Lord  Rosebery.  Lord  Kimberley 
was  a  man  marked  out  by  great  qualities 
of  a  peculiar  kind.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  intellect,  great  learning,  great 
knowledge  of  public  affairs,  and  almost 
TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  ACT,  1889.     i  unequaUed   experience,    and   he   invited 

Minute  by  the  Board  of  Education  i  *°^^^""^.^^^,^^.°^®'^  ^^^^^^  ^'°^«^ 
sanctioning  the  subjects  to  be  taught !  ^^  ^ff^^^'^^y  ,^^  his  manners  and  his 
under     CUuse     8     of      the     Technical   F®*^    personal    populanty.      1    thrnk. 


Instruction  Act,    1889,   for  the   city   of 


however,  his  marked  peculiarity  was  his 


Bath.     (Third  Minute.)  singular  impartiality  in  public  affairs.     I 

I  do  not  say  that  he  was  absolutely  im- 
INEBRIATES  ACTS,  1879  to  1899.         j  partial— under    our  system   of  govern- 

Rules  for  retreats  licensed  under  the  j  ^^^^  ^^^^  *8  impossible,  and  I  suppose 
Acts  in  Scotland,  approved  by  the  I  *hat  a  man  who  is  absolutely  impartial 
Secretary  for  Scotland  on  the  14th  April,  ;  <»«  *>ear  no  leading  part  in  the  ad- 
1902.  ministration  of  our  form  of  government 

— but  if  he  was  not  absolutely  free  from 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  all  bias,  he  came  as  near  it  as,  I  think. 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  any  man   whom  we    have    listened   to 

;  and  followed   in  this  House.     He  could 
LONDON  WATER  BILL.  ,  not  have  been  absolutely  free  from  bias ; 

The  evidence  taken  before  the  Joint  ( if  he  had  been,  he  would  have  been 
Committee  from  time  to  time  to  be  I  like  some  public  men  who  lost  their 
printed,  but  no  copies  to  be  delivered  i  influence  simply  because  they  were  never 
except  to  Members  of  the  Committee,  for  a  long  time  on  one  side  or  another, 
and  to  such  other  persons  as  the  Com-  That  is  not  the  way  our  system  of 
inittee  shall  think  fit,  until  further  politics  works.  But  the  peculiarity  of 
order.    (No.  40.)  Lord  Kimberley  was  that,  while  he  was 

sufficiently  a  Party  man   always  to  be 

THE  LATE  LORD  KIMBERLEY.  faithful  to  his  Party,  and  regarded  and 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  LORD  followed  bv  them  with  great  devotion. 
PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Marquess  of  he  never  allowed  it  to  be  seen,  either  in 
Salisbi  RY) :  My  Lords,  before  we  go  to  his  conduct  or  his  public  utterances,  that 
the  business  I  think  it  is  proper  that  I  '  any  bias  of  any  kind  governed  him. 
should  say  a  few  words  to  note  the  very  H®  had  the  art  of  maintaining  the 
great  loss  which  this  House  has  under-  appearance  and  the  reality  of  great 
gone  since  we  parted  for  the  holidays,  impartiality ;  and  the  reaUty  was 
The  death  of  the  Earl  of  Kimberley  is  a  f?reater  than  the  appearance,  because 
sad  mark  in  the  annals  of  this  House,  he  always  could  select  the  point  on  which 
His  position  here  was  very  peculiar  He  >t  was  possible  to  lean  without  appear- 
enjoyed  great  influence,  and  had  a  ance  of  bias  or  partiaUty,  and  yet  that 
power  in  this  House  more  than  he  would  be  the  point  which  brought  him 
perhaps  had  in  other  parts  of  the  \  into  close  connection  and  harmony  with 
country,  but  his  losi  is  a  very  great  one  ^^6  school  of  thought  to  which  during 
because  of  the  peculiar  position  which  the  whole  of  his  Ufe  he  was  devoted, 
he  occupied  and  the  great  influence  he  i  Lord  Kimberley  was  a  Whig,  and  in 
enjoyed  here.  One  of  the  great  t  the  presence  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite  I 
peculiarities  of  his  position  was  that  he  dare  not  say  the  last  of  the  Whigs,  but 
wholly  belonged  in  a  pubHc  sense  to  the  he  had  all  the  peculiarity  and  all  the 
House  of  Lords.  I  have  been  trying  to  honour  which  attaches  to  fidelity  to 
think,  but  I  cannot  remember  any  other  that  school.  He  consequently  enjoyed 
case  of  a  Leader  of  this  House  who  was  an  influence  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
never  in  the  House  of  Commons.  more  brilliant  qualities  which  have  given 
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predomiiiance  in  this  House  or  the  other.  |  possibly    from    a    somewhat    different 
He  was  followed  not  only  by  those  on  j  standpoint.    We  knew  Lord  Kimberley 
whom  he  oould  have  called  for  a  partisan  '  not  only  as  a  great  Parliamentary  figure, 
v-ote,   but  he  always  had    an    influence  ,  but  also  as  a  private  and  political  friend, 
largely   in  excess  of  that  given   by  his    and  with  more  knowledge  than  possibly 
Party  position.     Again  and  again  I  have    the  noUe  Marquees  or  those  opposite  had. 
by  experience  noticed  how  powerful  his    We  have  had  a  terrible  loss.     We  have 
influence  in  argument  and  in  division  was  ,  lost  an  able  counsellor,  a  fearless  Liberal, 
in   this   House,  even    on  questions  and    Whether  he   is  the  last  of  the  Whigs 
at  times  when   the  predominance  of  his    or    whether    he    was    only    a     strong 
Party  was  not  assured.     We  cannot  part ,  Liberal   I   do   not    know,    but    he    was 
from  him  without  a  deep  regret  at  the   one    who     never     advanced    views    of 
ability,  the  character,  and  the  honour  we  !  ^hose    justice    he   was  not  convinced, 
have  lost,  and  without  feeling  that  if  our   ^^  ^^^^  ^^i^h  he  thought   would  not 
somewhat  inexplicable  system  of  Party    ^^^^^  ^^   ^j^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^    ^^1,^^, 
^vermnent  is  to  succeed,  it  can  only  be  .  countrymen.    No  doubt  he  often  diflfered 
j)ecause  there  shall  be  from  time  to  time    ^^^    {y^^       y^    Marquess    and    noble 
m  this  House,   and   in   the  other,  men  i  t     j  *  j  -.•  l 

whose  fidelity  to  Party  ties  and  to  the    J;^^  ,7^'*^^:   ^'^^  soviet,  mes  he   ex 
Party  school  of  thought  is  yet  so  tempered  ,  fT^/'^T  Ju^'^'i!''  strong  terms,  but 
by  f^imees,  impartiality,  imd  honourfthat    ^  ^^"*>^  ^^^V^^^   ^«  «^^^  ^^^  so  m  a 
thev  will  alwav^  enjoy  an  influence  con- 1  f  *°,^^^   "^^'^^    «*^«    ^^^^^^^^    ^    70"^ 
siderably  in  excess  of  that  which   their    i'^rdshipa 

natural  political  position  would  confer  on  The  noble  Marquess  truly  said  that  we 
ihera.  I  feel  that  we  have  suffered  a  very  very  rarely  have  had  in  this  House  a  man 
serious  loss,  and  I  trust  that  in  the  future    of  such  great  Parliamentary  experience. 


we  may  from   time  to  time  have  men 
whom  we  shall   regard   with    the  same 


The  whole  of  that  experience  was  con- 
nected with  your  Lordships*  House.     He 


feelings  of  affection  and  the  same  trust  had  a  very  long  experience  in  adminis- 
with  which  on  all  sides  of  the  House  we  tration.  Fifty  years  ago  he  was  a  mem- 
have  regarded  the  Earl  of  Kimberley.  ^e^  ^f  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 

I  from  that  time  to  the  last  few  days 
*Earl  SPENCER :  My  Lords,  1  rise  before  his  death  he  took  the  deepest 
to  follow  the  noble  Marquess  in  the  very  interest  in  politics  and  public  affairs, 
admirable  remarks  which  he  has  just  I  heard  the  other  day  from  his  son  that 
made  with  regard  to  our  friend  Lord  ,  up  to  within  a  few  days  of  his  death 
Kimberley.  We  must  all  rejoice  when  |  Lord  Kimberley,  with  that  keenness  and 
we  find  that  the  traditions  of  this  clearness  of  mind  which  always  charac- 
country  with  regard  to  Party  contro-  terised  him,  followed  not  only  the  debates 
tersy  have  been  maintained  and  ex-  in  Parliament  on  public  measures,  but 
emplified.  I  refer  to  that  feeling  in  i  actually  had  the  debate  on  the  last  public 
Party  politics  which,  after  a  bitter  contest  !  measure  of  the  Government — namely,  the 
maj  have  occurred,  enables  all  acrimony  •  Education  Bill — read  to  him  in  exUnso^  and 
todisappear,  and  opponents  who  may  from  '  he  discussed  the  measure.    I  mention  this 


time  to  time  have  been  in  active  con- 
trorersy    admit    with     generosity    the 


to    show    his  deep    interest    in    public 
affairs,  and  how  his  whole  life  was  sur- 


good  qualities  of  their  opponents,  and  '  rounded  and  imbued  with  a  devotion  to 


state  them  frankly  in  this  House.  Long 
may  that  state  of  things  last !  It  is  a 
thing  we  are  proud  of  in  this  country ; 


public  duty.  We  have  probably  had 
more  eloquent  men  in  this  House;  but 
his  learning  and  classical  education  were 


and  we  thank  the  noble  Marquess  for  always  conspicuous  in  the  language  he 
having  so  generously  and  clearly  ex-  used  and  in  the  sentences  with  which 
pressed  those  views  in  what  he  has  said  he  adorned  his  speeches.  He  was 
tbout  one  with  whom  he  has  often  |  singularly  clear-minded,  and  he  had  an 
been  in  active  conflict,  and  with  whom  extraordinary  talentfor  mastering  details, 
he  has  had  argument,  always  fearlessly  That  gave  him  a  power  of  mastering  Bills 
expressed  by  Lord  Kimberley,  but  in  in  Parliament  which  few  in  this  Houseor 
a  way  not  to  rouse  feeUng  on  this  side  '  in  the  country  are  aware  of.  He  was  a 
in  this  House.     We  approach  the  subject    typical    Englishman  in  many   ways.     I 
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need  not  refer  to  his  love  for  sport.  He 
was  a  very  keen  sportsman,  an  excellent 
shot,  and  in  his  last  days  he  referred 
with  the  greatest  possible  affection  to 
his  hunting  when  he  was  young.  He  was 
a  bold  and  fearless  rider.  In  country  affairs 
he  was  an  exemplary  landlord.  He  took 
an  ntelligent  interest  in  agricultural 
questions,  and  was  not  only  a  liberal,  but 
a  critical,  landlord.  He  was  beloved  by 
his  tenantry  ;  he  took  part  in  all  county 
business.  For  many  years  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  in 
his  district  of  Norfolk,  and  I  believe  he 
was  Chairman  of  the  County  Council. 
His  great  power  and  ability  were 
bestowed  on  these  local  affairs  just  as 
much  as  they  were  on  public  affairs. 
This  knowledge  and  experience  gained  in 
local  and  county  affairs  added  greatly 
to  his  weight,  influence,  and  ability 
when  he  faced  what  may  be  called  the 
higher  duties  of  public  administration 
Lord  Kimberley  occupied  nearly  every 
great  office  in  the  State,  and,  from  what 
I  have  heard,  he  left  behind  him,  at  each 
office  which  he  filled,  the  highest  possible 
reputation  as  an  administrator.  His  own 
people  admired  hb  activity,  assiduity,  and 
loyalty  to  all  interests,  and,  whether  at 
the  India  Office,  the  Colonial  or  Foreign 
Office,  all  those  remarkable  qualities  were 
eminently  shown. 

I  would  refer  to  one  particular  point 
which  always  struck  me  very  much  in 
considering  Lord  Kimberley *s  character. 
It  may  not  be  known  that  naturally 
Lord  Kimberley  was  an  exceedingly 
impulsive  man  ;  but,  though  he  might 
take  an  impulsive  view  of  any  subject 
brought  before  him,  he  never  allowed 
that  view  to  prevail  until  he  had  tested 
it  by  his  common  sense  and  acuteness  of 
mind,  and  no  one  will  say  that  Lord 
Kimberley  ever  rashly  undertook 
anything  or  rashly  supported  any  policy 
with  which  he  was  connected.  Another 
point  in  his  character  was  one  which 
we  all  admire  and  must  remember — 
and  that  was  his  determination  to 
do  his  duty  even  at  personal  risk. 
I  would  allude  to  two  occasions,  which, 

Erobably,  are  familiar  to  some  of  your 
ordships,  and  which  will  illustrate  this 
point  in  his  character.  In  January  of 
1894  the  Government  of  Mr.  Gladstone 
had  carried  through  in  another  place 
a   very    important    measure    of    local 

Earl  Spencer. 


government,  which  is  generally  known 
as  the  Parish  Councils  Act.  At  the 
time  when  it  came  to  this  House,  early 
in  January,  Lord  Kimberley  was  ill, 
and  my  noble  friend  behind  me,  the 
Marquess  of  Ripon,  was  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  that  Bill  He  in- 
troduced that  Bill,  and  it  got  the 
Second  Reading,  I  think,  on  January 
25th,  and  the  Sill  went  into  Committee 
on  February  Ist.  On  February  Ist 
Lord  Kimberley  undertook  the  charge 
of  the  Bill.  Perhaps  it  is  not  known 
to  your  Lordships  that  a  very  few  days 
before — I  have  this  on  the  highest 
authority,  namely,  that  of  the  physician 
who  was  called  in — as  late  as  January 
16  th  in  that  year.  Lord  Kimberley  was 
in  a  most  dangerous  state  of  health. 
He  had  had  a  violent  attack  of  pneumonia ; 
his  temperature  was  abnormally  high,  and 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in 
controlUng  him,  because  he  was  deUri* 
ous,  and  the  doctor  considered  that  he 
was  in  considerable  danger  of  his  life. 
A  few  days  after  this.  Lord  Kimberley 
declared  that  it  was  his  duty,  and  that 
he  must  come  to  London  to  take  charge 
of  the  Bill.  The  physician  said  to  him, 
**  Well,  I  do  not  know  how  to  control 
you,  but  if  you  were  a  poor  patient  of 
mine,  in  hospital,  I  would  say  that  you 
must  not  rise  from  your  bed  for  a 
month."  But  so  determined  was  he, 
and  so  convinced  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  be  here,  that  he  came  to  this  House, 
as  your  Lordships  know,  and  conducted* 
in  a  most  master  ul  way,  one  of  the 
most  complicated  measures  that  ever 
came  before  your  Lordships. 

Another  occasion  was,  I  think,  a 
very  pathetic  one,  for  it  was  the 
last  occasion  on  which  my  noble  friend 
ever  appeared  in  this  House.  I  be- 
lieve It  was  on  February  14th, 
1901,  when  he  was  here  for  the  last 
time  and  made  his  last  speech.  It  was 
on  the  occasion  of  the  debate  on  the 
Address  to  the  King  after  the  death 
of  Queen  Victoria,  and  those  who 
had  seen  my  noble  friend  a  few  days 
before  were  perfectly  aware  of  the  state 
of  his  health.  He  was  exceedingly  ill. 
and  he  was  exceedingly  emotional,  and 
those  who  had  seen  him  before  he  came 
to  the  House  felt  the  greatest  anxiety. 
Personally,  I  never  went  through  greater 
anxiety  than  when  I  sat  by  him  Ustening 
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to  him  on  that  occasion.  But,  owing  to 
hia  determination  and  his  mastery  over 
himself,  he  was  able  to  get  through  that 
duty,  which  was  one  that  few  men  in 
the  state  of  health  he  was  in  would  have 
undertaken,  and  it  was  done  at  great 
risk  of  his  life.    I  might  dwell  on  other 

rinU  of  the  noble  Earl's  character,  but 
have,  I  think,  said  enough  to  show 
how  great,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  loss  of 
Lord  Kimberley  to  this  House.  We  have 
lost  not  only  a  great  friend,  we  have  lost 
an  able  and  experienced  counsellor.  We 
hope  that  his  memory  wiU  long  remain 
before  the  country,  and  that  others  may, 
from  that  memory,  be  urged  to  emulate 
his  high  honour,  his  great  industry,  and 
his  great  toleration,  combined  with  fear- 
lessness. I  feel  that  when  we  are 
alluding  to  him  tonight  we  may  say 
with  perfect  truth  that  we  have  lost  not 
only  a  very  great  statesman,  but  that 
we  shall  with  difficulty  find  his  equal — 
one  who  shall  be  such  an  honour  to  the 
country  and  of  such  assistance  and 
credit  to  your  Lordships'  House. 

*The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  My 
Lords,  I  need  scarcely  tell  your  Lord- 
ships that  I  do  not  rise  under  any  belief 
that  I  could  add  anjrthing  to  what  has 
l>een  said  so  admirably  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  by  my  noble  friend  who  has 
just  sat  down.  But,  as  I  believe  that  I 
have  been  associated  with  the  late  Lord 
Kimberley  for  a  longer  continuous 
period  in  political  and  private  friendship 
than  anyone  now  living  in  this  House, 
I  cannot  resist  adding  a  few  words  by 
which  I  may  express  how  cordially  I 
agree  with  all  that  has  been  said  by  those 
who  have  preceded  me.  There  is  but 
one  further  remark  I  would  desire  to 
make,  because  it  points  to  a  characteristic 
of  Lord  Kimberley  to  which,  I  think, 
allusion  has  not  yet  been  made,  and 
m'hich,  I  think,  was  very  remarkable,  and 
very  well  known  to  those  who  enjoyed 
his  intimate  friendship.  I  have  never 
known,  in  a  long  life,  any  man  so  per- 
fectly free  from  all  taint  of  self-seeking 
as  was  Lord  Kimberley.  He  had  a 
natural  ambition — an  ambition  which  it 
was  proper  and  right  a  man  of  his  powers 
should  feel — to  attain  a  position  in  which 
those  powers  might  be  exercised  for  the 
benefit  of  his  country ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  throughout  the  long  course  of  my 
connection  with  Lord  Kimberley  I  never 


recollect — indeed,  I  may  say  I  know 
there  never  was  a  single  occasion  upon 
which,  in  considering  any  complicated 
public  question  that  came  before  him,  he 
thought  for  one  moment  of  how  the 
course  which  he  was  likely  to  take  would 
afiect  his  own  personal  position.  He 
looked  to  the  public  interest,  and  to  that 
alone.  It  may  be  partly,  perhaps,  owing 
to  this  that  he  enjoyed,  as  the  noble 
Marquess  has  said,  in  this  House  for 
some  period  a  greater  reputation  than  he 
did  in  the  country,  for  he  never  sought 
popularity,  and  he  never  resorted  to  the 
means  too  common  for  attaining  that 
object.  He  looked  to  the  public  interest. 
He  was  content  to  do  his  duty.  He  grew, 
I  think,  in  the  estimation  of  the  public 
down  to  the  day  of  his  death,  and  I 
doubt  not  that  hereafter  men  will  look 
up  to  him  as  one  of  the  brightest  examples 
of  an  English  statesman. 


MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order);  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  r^  3»  on  Thursday  next. 

COUNTY  COURTS  (IRELAND)  BILL  [h.u]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) ;  Amendments  made ;  Bill  re-com- 
mitted to  the  Standing  Committee ;  and 
to  be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  41.) 

House  adjourned  at  Five  o'clock,  to 
Thursday  next,  a  quarter  past 
Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  \bih  Apnl,  1902. 


The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 

MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


PRIFATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


GRAND  JUNCTION  WATER  BILL. 

Read    the    third    time,    and     passed. 
[New  Title.] 
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MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

TICEHUR8T  WATER  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  [New 
Title.] 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY) 

BILL. 

"  To  regulate  the  expenditure  of  money 
by  the  London  County  Council  on  capital 
account  during  the  current  financial 
period ;  and  the  raising  of  money  to  meet 
such  expenditure,''  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY  (SOUTHPORT  AND  CHESHIRE 
LINES  EXTENSION  RAILWAY 
TRANSFER)  BILL. 

Order  flTth  March]  that  the  Bill  be 
committed,  read  and  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn  {Mr,  Caldwell), 

RICHMOND  HILL   (PRESERVATION   OF 

VIEW)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee. 

1.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Liverpool 
Corporation  Bill,  Petition  for  additional 
Provision,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with ;  that  the  parties  be 
permitted  to  introduce  their  additional 
Provision  if  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
think  fit." 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  London 
County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill, 
Petition  for  dispensing  with  Standing 
Order  129  in  the  case  of  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  'Metropolitan  Dairymen's 
Society '  against  the  Bill,  the  said  Stand- 
ing Order  ought  to  be  dispensed  with." 

3.  ''That,  in  the  case  of  the  London 
and  India  Docks  (Lighterage  Rates,  etc) 
Bill,  Petition  for  dispensing  with  Stand- 
ing Order  129  in  the  case  of  the  Petition 
of  '  Richard  Fairbairn  and  others '  against 
the  Bill,  the  said  Standing  Order  ought 
not  to  be  dispensed  with." 

First  two  Resolutions  agreed  to. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BIRKENHEAD,  PRESTON,  SALFORD. 
AND  EASTBOURNE  CORPORATION 
BILLS. 

The  Deputy  Chairman,  in  pursuance 
of  Standing  Order  No.  83  relating  to 
Private  Bills,  informed  the  House  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  Birkenhead,  Preston, 
Salford,  and  Eastbourne  Corporation 
Bills,  though  unopposed,  ought  to  be 
treated  as  opposed  Private  Bills. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"An  Act  to  authorise  the  London  and 
South  Western  Railway  Company  to 
execute  further  works,  to  acquire  addi- 
tional  lands,  and  to  raise  further  money  ; 
to  empower  the  Company  and  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company,  or  one  of 
them,  to  acquire  adcUtional  lands  for 
enlarging  Portland  Station ;  to  confirm 
a  lease  to  the  Company  of  the  Padstow 
separate  undertaking  of  the  North  Corn- 
wall Railway  Company,  and  an  agreement 
made  by  the  CJompany  with  the  Vicar 
and  Churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  St. 
John,  Waterloo  Road  ;  to  extend  the 
periods  limited  for  the  completion  of 
works  and  the  purchase  of  lands  under 
certain  Acts  relating  to  the  Company ; 
and  to  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Company;  and  for  other  purposes.'' 
London  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill 
— [Lords], 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BUk 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION    (ENGLAND    AND    WALES) 

BILL. 

Petition    from    Stourbridge,   against; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petition  from  Worksop,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

HONORARY   FREEDOM    OF   BOROUCJHS 
EXTENSION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Kensington,  in  faivour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(REPAYMENT  OF  LOANS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Kensington,  in  favour ; 
to  He  upon  the  Table. 

UCENSING  B  LL. 

Petition!  in  favour:  From  Kingston- 
on-Thames;  Shipley;  Burslem;  Work- 
sop; Wiltshire;  and  Sydenham;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFE'S 

SISTER  BILL. 

Petitions  against:  From  Woodhall 
Spa ;  and  Calne ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBUC  HOUSES  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING) 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1887)  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Bo*nes8,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table 

RATING  OF   MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petitions  against:  From  Doncaster; 
Drayton;  and  Horncastle  (two);  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ROBiAN  CATHOUC  UNIVERSITY  IN 

IRELAND. 

Petitions  against  establishment :  From 
<3amou8tie  and  Inverkeithing ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING   UQUORS  ON 

SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Wells  and 
Wigan ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


SOUTH  AFRICA  (DESPATCHES). 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Spion  Kop 
Despatches  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

AGRARIAN  OFFENCES  (PROVINCES) 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  by  Provinces 
of  Agrarian  Offences  in  Ireland  for  the 
j^ear  ended  31st  December,  1901  [by 
Conunand]  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INEBRIATES  ACTS.  1879  to  1899  (RULES 
FOR  RETREATS)  (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Rules  for  Retreats 
licensed  under  the  Inebriates  Acts,  1879 
to  1899,  in  Scotland,  dated  14th  April, 
1902,  approved  by  the  Secretary  for 
SootUnd  [by  ActJ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  1 42.] 


GREEK  LOAN  OF  1898. 

Account  presented,  up  to  3l8t  March, 
1902  [by  Actl ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EGYPTIAN  GUARANTEED  LOAN  OF  1886. 

Account  presented,  up  to  31st  March, 
1902  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  dated  26th  October,  1901, 
sanctioning  the  subjects  to  be  taught 
under  Clause  8  of  the  Technical  Instruc- 
tion Act,  1889,  for  the  City  of  Bath  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CX)LONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 

Copy  presented,  of  Colonial  Keport 
No.  353  (Southern  Nigeria,  Annual 
Report  for  1900)  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

CYPRUS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  for 
1900-01  |by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


(3.30.)     QUESTIONS, 


Soath  African  War— Peace  Negotiations. 
Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the   First    Lord    of  the    Treasury 
whether  there  is  any  news  to  communi- 
cate from  South  Africa. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
£.):  No,  Sir,  there  is  no  information, 
nor  do  I  think  there  can  be  at  the 
present  stage.  I  may  say  that  the 
Government  will  immediately  inform  the 
House  as  soon  as  there  is  anything  which 
can  be  communicated. 

Ooncentnition  Camps— Ifaintenance 

Charges. 

Mr.    BRYN    ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire,  Eifion):   I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether, 
in  the  calculations  that  have  been  made 
for  the  purpose  of  charging  the  Boers 
who  have  fought  against  us  in  the  field 
since  the  15th  of  September,  1901,  with 
;  the  maintenance  of  their   families  im- 
,  prisoned  in    the   concentration    camps, 
i  credit  has  been  given  to  such  Boers  for 
'  the  value  of  the   food  supplies  of  their 
families  which  have  been  taken  posses- 
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sion  of  or  burnt  by  the  British  troops ; 
and,  if  not,  whether,  in  view  of  such 
destruction  of  the  food  supplies  of  the 
Boer  women  and  children,  such  credit 
will  be  given. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.)  .*  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
such  cases  as  are  suggested  in  the  Ques- 
tion, but,  if  they  exist,  I  should  not  feel 
incUned  to  interfere  with  the  discretion 
of  Lord  Milner  in  the  matter. 

Transvaal  and  Orange  Biver  Colony  Law. 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  alterations  recent'y 
made  in  the  law  of  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony  have  been  made  by 
His  Majesty  in  Council  or  by  Lord 
Milner;  and,  if  by  the  latter,  under 
what  constitutional  precedent  or  author- 
ity does  he  act. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  altera- 
ions  have  been  made  by   Lord  Milner 
Ander  the  authority  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission printed  at  page  7  of  Cd.  547. 

Tweebosch  Engagement— Conduct  of 
Yeomanry. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War    whether  his    attention    has  been 
directed    to    the     statement     in     Lord 
Methuen's    Report    on    the    action    at 
Tweebosch  on  7th  March  last,  namely,  i 
that  he   found   the    men    forming   the  ! 
rear    screen,    which    consisted    of    the 
86th     Company     Imperial     Yeomanry, 
much   out  of  hand,  and   lacking  both  ' 
fire,  discipUne,  and   knowledge  of  how  | 
to  act ;  and    if   he  can  say  when  and  | 
under  what  conditions  the  men  forming ' 
the  86th  Company  Imperial  Yeomanry ' 
were  recruited,  what  length  of  training  i 
they  received  prior  to  embarkation  for  , 
South  Africa,  and  what  previous  training  i 
the  officers  of  this  unit  underwent. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  This  Com- 
pany formed  part  of  the  second  con- 
tingent of  Imperial  Yeomanry  which 
was  sent  to  South  Africa  in  accordance 
with  Lord  Kitchener's  wishes,  and  has 
done  twelve  months  service  there. 


Captain  NORTON :  The  noble  Lord 
has  not  answered  the  Question  as  to  the 
length  of  training  they  received  before 
embarking  for  South  Africa. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
say  exactly,  because  a  good  many  of  the 
companies  have  been  broken  up.  We 
have  endeavoured  as  far  as  possible, 
whenever  sending  Imperial  Yeomanry 
out,  to  conform  with  Lord  Kitchener's 
request  as  to  the  training  of  them. 

Pay  of  Colonial  Troops. 
Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  men  recently- 
recruited  and  now  being  recruited  in 
Canada  and  the  Colonies  are  to  be  paid 
5s.  per  day;  and,  if  so,  whether  simibr 
recruits  in  the  British  Isles  will  be  paid 
at  the  same  rate. 

Lord  STANLEY:  These  men  are 
paid  at  the  same  rate  as  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry. 

30th  Battalion  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  position  of  the 
30th  BattaUon,  Imperial  Yeomanry,  who 
were  enUsted  in  January  on  the  under- 
standing that  they  would  proceed  to 
South  Africa  after  two  months  trainings 
but  who  are  still  at  Bulford  camp^ 
without  any  immediate  prospect  of  being 
moved;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  men  of  this  battaUon  were 
enlisted  at  5s.  a  day  for  special  war 
purposes,  and  that  the  period  of  engage- 
ment was  for  only  twelve  months  (three 
and  a  quarter  of  which  are  already  con- 
sumed), he  will  endeavour  to  make  use 
of  a  force  raised  at  such  cost  to  the 
public. 

Lord  STANLEY:  This  battalion  is 
being  retained  at  home  until  it  ia 
thoroughly  trained,  in  accordance  with 
Lord  Kitchener's  request  that  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  should  be  well 
trained  at  home  prior  to  despatch.  The 
period  of  service  is  for  twelve  months  or 
the  war. 
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Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  County,  N.) :  And    many  horses  have  been  assigned  to  the 
are    these    men    receiying    58.   a    day,    Yeomanry      as     the     General     Officer 


although  they  are  not  in  the  sphere  of 
operations  I 

Mr.    swift    MAONEILL  (Donegal, 


Commanding  considered  desirable. 

Yeomanry  Officers*  Allowances. 
Mr.     WINSTON    CHURCHILL:    1 


Imperial  Yeomanry  Training  at 
Aldershot. 


cxTv^^^r  K  ^^^^^^^^i^^  ^^o^^g*"' I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
S.):  Don  t  embarrass  the  Government !    ,  ^f ^^   j^    ^j^^    ^j    ^h^  ^e^   that  the 

I  subaltern  officers  of  Imperial  Yeomanry 
Imperial  Yeomanry  Serving  at  Home.  ,  raised  for  service  in  South  Africa  are  in 
Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  I  |  many  cases  entirely  dependent  upon 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  \  their  pay,  and  that  this  pay  is  7s.  8d. 
War  whether  he  will  state  how  many  per  diem,  without  rations,  which  are  pro- 
Imperial  Yeomen,  at  5s.  a  day,  are  now  |  vided  on  active  service,  whether  he  will 
being  employed  at  home.  |  either  grant  them  the  Militia  allowance 

of  4s.  3d.  per  diem  while  in  England,  or 
Lord  STANLEY  :  These  men  are  employ  them,  as  originally  intended,  in 
required  to  have  two  months  service  South  Africa  ;  and  whether  he  wiU  take 
and  to  be  efficient  in  order  to  quaUfy  '  ^f  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  «^  ^?^^  these  troops 
for  pay  at  58.  a  day.  I  am  not  aware  !  t^^"^  ^^i"!/''^  garrison  to  another  m 
how  many  are  in  receipt  of  this  pay.        |  E^I^nd  falls  upon  the  officers. 

Lord  STANLEY :  The  Militia  messing 
allowance — which  is  4s.,  and  not  4s.  3d. 
,  — is  not  granted  on  embodiment.  The 
Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask^  the  officers  will  receive  the  usual  allowances 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  it  |  should  it  be  found  necessary  to  move 
has  been  brought  to  his  notice  that  |  them  from  one  station  to  another.  As 
there  are  only  some  1,500  horses  for  '  soon  as  possible  after  the  uniU  to  which 
the  purpose  of  training  the  5,000  they  have  been  posted  have  completed 
Imperial  Yeomanry  at  Aldershot,  and  their  training,  they  will  be  despatched 
that  of  these  horses  nearly  400  are  not  to  South  Africa, 
available  owing  to  sickness,  some  having 

been  actually  sent  to  Aldershot   while  Telegraphists  in  South  Africa, 

suffering  from  strangles;  ^o  that  a  ^j^  HERMON-HODGE  (Oxfordshire, 
large  proportion  of  the  officers  with  Henley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
these  battahons  are  pronaoted  troopers,  g^ate  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that 
who  have  not  at  present  had  expenence  ^  detachment  of  telegraphists  who  volun- 
in  traimng  men;  whether  he  is  aware  teered  in  May,  1900,  for  service  in  South 
that  several  of  these  Imperial  Yeomanry  ■  Africa  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Imperial 
battahons  are  short  of  medical  officers,  '  Yeomanry  and  Field  Service  Volunteers, 
veterinary  officers,  farriers,  and  shoeing  are  still  detained  in  South  Africa ;  and 
amiths  ;  and  what  steps  he  proposes  whether,  as  these  men  have  now  been  on 
taking  to  remedy  these  defects  with  a  acti\'e  service  nearly  two  years,  he  will 
Tiew  to  the  efficiency  of  this  force.  ;  make  arrangements  for  their  relief. 

Lord     STANLEY:    Of     the    1.500 !  ^.  ^^R^.  STANLEY :    May  I  refer  my 
horee«  about  280  are  sick,  and  not  400.  I  ^"^  J""'"^  ^  "^   ""^P'^  ^   f.  «T   "^ 

It  must  be  remembered  that  one  i  Q"^^'^:"" ,  P»*  ^^^^-^^y  ^^iw^^1„„  "i 
,^,.        fv-  I.U  «*4.      Member  for   the    Western    Division    of 

battalion  of  Yeomanry  has  been  sent  to  ,  Newinirton  t 

Bulford    to   train,     where     horses    are  |  ^^ 

provided.      Some    of    the    officers    are  |  Wbx  Olasps. 

promoud     troopers,     and     have    been ;      ^j^    McLAREN  (Leicestershire,  Bos- 

•eUeted  on  acoount  of  their  bemg  hkely    ^^^^^ :  i  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 

to  become  good  leaders  of  men.    I  am  ,  g^^  'j^^.  ^y^^  ^.^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j 

aware  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of    the    ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  y^^^-  ^^  ^hrougK 

officers  and  men  mentioned,  and  every    "__ . 

effort  is  being  taken  to   meet  it.    As  ,  f  See  pege  130  of  this  volame. 
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Cape  Colony,  the  Transvaal,  Orange 
River  Colony,  or  Natal,  on  his  way  to 
join  any  of  His  Majesty's  forces,  entitles 
him  to  a  clasp  in  respect  of  each  of  these 
colonies;  whether  a  man  who  has  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Cape  to  Natal,  and  has 
seen  active  service  in  both  Cape  Colony 
and  Natal,  can  only  receive  one  clasp  in 
respect  of  both  these  colonies ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  allowing  men  to  hold  both  the  Natal 
and  Cape  Colony  clasps  if  they  have  seen 
service  in  both  colonies. 

Lord  STANLEY:  No  soldier  can 
hold  both  the  Cape  Colony  and  Natal 
clasp ;  further,  a  soldier  holding  a  battle 
elasp  in  a  colony  cannot  hold  the  colony 
clasp.  It  is  not  contemplated  to  make 
any  change  in  the  Regulations  aflfecting 
the  issue  of  the  South  African  medals 
and  clasps. 

Mr.  McLaren  :  The  noWe  Lord  has 
not  answered  the  first  part  of  the  Question. 

Lord  STANLEY :  No,  I  am  afraid  I 
overlooked  that. 

Mb.  McLaren  :  I  win  put  it  another 
day. 

Naval  Gunnery  Practice— Prizes  for 
Marksmanship. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  Petty  Officer  Grounds,  of  H.  M.S. 
"  Terrible,  **  who  last  year  accomplished 
the  feat  of  putting  eight  hits  on  the  prize- 
firing  target  in  one  minute  from  a  six- 
inch  quick-firing  gun,  while  his  ship  was 
steaming  past  at  twelve  knots,  received 
an^  special  monetary  reward  for  this 
skill ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  King's  prizeman  at  Bisley 
obtains  a  monetary  prize  of  X250  and  a 
gold  medal  and  badge,  the  Admiralty 
will  consider  the  advisiu)ility  of  instituting 
some  national  prize  to  be  competed  for 
each  year  by  the  captains  of  the  guns  of 
His  Majesty's  Fleet. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.) :  The  sum  of  X21  158.  was  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  captain  of  H.M.S. 
"  Terrible  "  for  distribution  in  prizes  for 
firing  with  the  six-inch  ^;un.  The  petty 
officer  referred  to   received    his  proper 


share  of  the  amount  allotted  to  the  gun's 
crew  of  which  he  was  the  captaiiL  The 
conditions  under  which  heavy  gun  firing 
is  conducted  in  the  Royal  Navy  are  su<£ 
that  it  is  not  considered  possible,  even  if 
it  were  desirable,  to  institute  a  prize 
similar  to  the  King's  Prize  competed  for 
by  the  Volunteers  at  Bisley.  Every 
etfort  is  made,  by  the  offer  of  money 
prizes  rand  by  taking  advantage  of  the 
esprit  de  cmys  and  rivalry  prevailing  be- 
tween different  ships,  to  encourage  gunners 
in  the  Navy  to  obtain  proficiency  in 
gimnery.  There  are  objections  to  any 
attempt  to  put  the  ^;unnery  of  the  Fleet 
on  the  lines  of  a  military  rifle  competition 

• 

Navy  Olotliiiig. 
Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness- 
shire)  :  I  bee;  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  if  he  can  give  the  reasons 
which  have  caused  increases  in  the 
prices  of  clothing  materials,  such  as 
serge,  flannel,  duck,  and  twill,  used  in 
the  Royal  Navy  ;  and  if  he  can  see  his 
way  to  reduce  the  prices  of  these  artides 
to  the  previous  figures. 

Mr,  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  The  prices 
at  which  clothing  materials  are  issued  to 
the  men  are  revised  every  three  years. 
They  are  arrived  at  by  taking  the 
average  of  the  prices  actually  paid  by 
the  Admiralty  during  the  previous  three 
years,  to  which  is  added  ^-ve  shillings  to 
cover  establishment  chaiges,  losses,  con- 
demnations, etc.  Any  rise  or  fall  in  the 
prices  charged  to  the  men  is  the  result, 
solely,  of  tne  rise  or  fall  in  the  prices 
paid  by  the  Admiralty.  It  is,  thei^ore, 
impossible  now  to  reduce  the  present 
prices  without  a  loss  to  the  Crown. 

Navy  Pay. 
Mr.  HARMSWORTH:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether, 
in  view  of  the  forthcoming  increase  in 
the  pay  of  private  soldiers,  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  make  a  corresponding 
addition  to  pay  of  the  bluejackets, 
stokers,  and  marines  of  the  Royal 
Navy. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  As  stated 
in  prievous  answers  the  question  of  the 
pay  of  the  Roval  Marines  is  under  con- 
sideration. The  circumstances  under 
which  the  other  Naval  Ratings  referred 
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to  serye  are  so  dissimilar  to  those  pre- 
vailing in  the  Army,  that,  in  the  opinion 
oi  the  Admiralty,  the  question  of  their 
pay  mutt  be  considered  as  altogether 
independent  of  Army  rates.  No  changes 
in  the  rates  of  pay  in  Naval  ratings 
generally  are  in  contemplation. 

Aecident  on  Board  H.M.8.  Mara. 
Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
<lee) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  can  give  the 
House  any  information  concerning  this 
accident. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  Informa- 
tion has  been  received  from  the  Vice- 
Admiral  commanding  the  Channel  Fleet, 
and  from  the  Rear-Admiral  at  Queens- 
town,  with  respect  to  this  lamentable 
occurrence.  It  appears  that  while  at 
Xun  practice  a  misfire  took  place  in 
both  the  forward  barbette  guns  of  the 
'*  Mars.^  Orders  were  given  to  use  the 
auxiliary  firing  circuit  Four  minutes 
later  an  explosion  took  place  in  the  port 
gun,  by  which  the  breech-block  was  blown 
to  the  rear,  the  projectile  remaining  in 
the  gun.  The  Starboard  gun  remained 
unfired.  Every  one  in  the  barbette  was 
killed  or  wounded.  I  regret  to  say  that 
the  number  of  those  who  were  kihed,  or 
liave  since  succumbed  to  their  injuries,  is 
eleven,  including  Lieutenant  James 
Bourne  and  Lieutenant  Thomas  Miller, 
and  nine  men.  Mr.  Geoffrey  Cowlard, 
midshipman,  and  six  petty  officers  and 
seamen  were  also  injured,  and  are  being 
treated  in  hospital  at  Queenstown.  No 
explanation  of  the  explosion  can  at 
present  be  given,  but  an  inquiry  has 
been  ordered  and  will  take  place  im- 
mediately. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork  Co.,  E.) : 
Inquired  if  adequate  provision  would  be 
made  for  the  relatives  of  those  who  had 
been  killed  in  the  unfortunate  accident. 


ARNOLD-FORSTER:  That  wUl 
be  done,  but  the  Question  can  perhaps  be 
dealt  with  after  longer  notice. 

Annanian  Affairs. 

Sib  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devonshire, 
Hooiton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tory of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 


His  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  at 
Diarbakir  has  been  sent  again  to  Moush 
this  year;  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  any  reports  indicating 
the  renewal  of  massacres  in  Armenia; 
and»  if  so,  whether  they  are  taking  any 
steps  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  other 
Powers  to  avert  the  danger. 

The  under  SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
BORNE,  Rochester):  The  British  Vice-Con- 
sulate at  Bitlis  has  been  re-established  and 
His  Majesty's  Consul  at  Diarbakir  is  now 
residing  there,  his  duties  at  Diarbakir 
being  fulfilled  by  another  Officer. 
Moush  is  in  the  Vice-Consular  district  of 
Bitlis  and  within  easy  reach  of  that 
town.  The  reports  received  by  His 
Majesty's  Government  indicate  that  a 
disturbed  state  of  affairs  exists  in  some  of 
the  Vilayets,  especially  in  the  Hekkiari 
district,  but  there  is  no  evidence  pointing 
to  the  likelihood  of  a  renewal  of 
massacres.  Elis  Majesty's  Ambassador 
at  Constantinople  has  recently  on  three 
or  four  occasions  called  the  attention  of 
the  Porte  to  the  matter. 

Macedonia. 

Earl  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  orders 
have  been  issued  to  the  Valis  of  Salonica 
and  Monastir  to  arm  the  Mussulman 
civilian  population ;  and  whether  repre- 
sentations have  been  or  will  be  made  to 
the  Sultan  by  His  Majesty's  Government 
urging  him  to  discourage  such  measures, 
with  a  view  to  allaying  apprehension 
and  preventing  misunderstanding. 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  heard  that  any 
orders  of  the  nature  referred  to  have 
been  issued  by  the  Porte.  The  most 
recent  instructions  issued  by  the  Grand 
Vizier  to  the  Valis  in  Macedonia  are  to 
the  effect  that  regular  troops  and  poUce 
only  are  to  be  used  for  any  repressive 
measures  which  may  be  necessary,  that 
the  civilian  population  are  on  no 
account  to  be  employed  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, and  that  the  Mussulman  popula- 
tion must  not  enter  into  any  conflict 
with  their  Christian  compatriots. 
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European  Turkey. 
Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  can  now 
communicate  to  the  House,  either  as  a 
Parliamentary  Paper  or  in  reply  to  a 
Question,  the  text  of  the  Circular  Note 
recently  addressed  by  the  Powers  to  the 
Porte  with  reference  to  the  condition  of 
European  Turkey  ;  and  whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  copies  of  the  Reports 
addressed  to  Sir  Nicholas  O'Conor 
during  the  past  twelve  months  by  His 
Majesty's  Consular  officers  in  Macedonia. 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  No  such  Circu- 
lar or  collective  note  has  been  addressed 
by  the  Powers  to  the  Porte.  His 
Majesty's  Ambassador,  as  well  as  the 
representatives  of  other  Powers,  have, 
however,  been  in  frequent  communica- 
tion with  the  Porte  as  to  the  condition 
of  Macedonia.  It  would  not  be  desirable 
in  the  public  interest  to  present  Papers 
to  Parliament  at  the  present  moment. 

Philippine  EzportB. 

Mr,  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  will 
state  what  is  the  amount  of  export  duty 
paid  on  manila  fibre  or  hemp  from  the 
Philippines  to  America  and  England 
respectively,  also  the  duty  charged  on 
the  same  goods  entering  the  United 
States,  and  what  proportion  is  remitted 
by  reason  of  such  goods  coming  from  an 
American  colony,  and  what  advantage 
in  first  cost  the  American  manufacturer 
would  have  over  his  British  competitor. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  Manila  fibre 
and  hemp  are  not  the  same  thing,  and  are 
differently  treated.  Under  the  United 
States  Tariff  Act,  hemp  is  subject  to  an 
import  duty  of  20  dollars  per  ton,  but 
grasses  and  fibres,  including  manila,  are 
duty  free.  The  export  duty  under  the 
act  of  the  Philippine  Tariff  Commission 
is  the  same  in  both  cases,  viz.,  7.50  dollars 
per  ton.     But  all  articles,  the  growth  and 

Product  of  the  Philippines,  admitted  into 
Fnited  States  ports  free  of  duty,  will,  if 
they  come  direct  and  are  for  use  and 
consumption  in  the  United  States,  be 
exempt  from  export  duties  imposed  in  the 
Archipelago.  It  appears  therefore  that 
no  export  duty  will  oe  levied  on  manila 
fibre  exported  to  the  United  States  and 


that  the  American  manufacturer  has  in 
this  case,  in  his  own  market,  an  advan- 
tage of  7.50  dollars  per  ton  over  his  British 
competitor. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  ;  Arising  out  of  that 
answer,  as  the  noble  lord  has  stated  that 
the  Government  have  sought  an  assurance 
from  the  United  States  (Government  that 
no  preferential  tariff  shall  be  established^ 
will  he  make  a  friendly  communication  to 
the  United  States  Government  in  order 
to  remedy  this  state  of  things  imder 
which  there  is  a  preferential  tariff. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  I  stated  that 
representations  had  been  made  the  last 
time  the  hon.  Gentleman  put  a  Question  on 
this  subject.  I  must  ask  him  to  give  me 
notice  of  any  fuither  Question. 

Russian  and  French  Ships  at  Morocco. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  information  to  the 
effect  that  the  French  and  Russian 
Governments  have  ordered  the  meeting 
of  Russian  and  French  Squadrons  at 
Tangier ;  and,  if  so,  whether  their  infor- 
mation shows  that  such  meeting  has  been 
concerted  with  the  Spanish  Government, 
and  what  is  the  object  of  such  action. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  His  Majesty's 
Minister  in  Morocco  reported  the  con- 
templated visit  of  a  Russian  and 
French  Squadron  to  Tangier  and  their 
arrival  there  on  the  10th  instant.  They 
were  expected  to  remain  for  twenty-four 
hours.  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
no  information  to  the  effect  suggested  in 
the  last  Question. 

Oo-operative  Stores  and  the  Income  Tax. 
Mr.  COGAN  (Wicklow,  E) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  the  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative 
Society,  Limited,  the  Junior  Army  and 
Navv  Co-operative  Society,  Limited,  the 
Civil  Service  Co-operative  Society,  and 
other  trading  wholesale  and  retail  co- 
operative societies  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  are  assessed  to  Income  Tax  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  trading  com- 
panies and  individuals  are  assessed. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,    W.) :     I    will    send    the     hon. 
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Member  a  printed  statement,  which  ex-  I  *SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  only  re- 
plains  the  law  on  this  point.  I  may,  ^  ceived  notice  of  this  Question  as  I  came 
Dowever,  mention  that  ttie  general  im- 1  into  the  House.  Longer  notice  should, 
pre&sion  that  these  societies  are  exempt  1 1  think,  be  dven  of  a  detailed  notice  of 
from  Income  Tax  is  erroneous.  I  that  kind ;  but,  subject  to  that  observa- 

tion, I  think  I  may  safely  sa}'  the  answer 
is,  Yes. 

Islington  Poor  Bate. 
Mr.    LOUGH:    I    beg    to    ask    the 


Stamps  on 

Mr.  LAYLAND-BARRATT  (Devon- 
shire,  Torquay):  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether,  in 


CM&eA  where  penalties  under  42  George  3,  |  President  of  the  Local  Government 
c  59,  for  selling  medicines  without  aflRx-  Board  whether  he  has  received  any  com- 
ing the  stamps  in  payment  of  duty  re-  |  munication  from  the  Islington  Borough 
quired  under  that  Act,  are  not  recovered  Council  with  reference  to  alleged  extra- 
by  process  of  law,  but  are  claimed  by,  !  vagance  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
and  paid  direct  to  the  Inland  Revenue  !  Guardians ;  and  whether,  considering 
authonties,  the  informer  is  entitled  to  the  increase  of  the  poor  rate  in  that 
any  portion  of  such  penalties ;  and  if  so,  '  parish,  he  will  be  willing  to  grant  an 
to  what  portion  ;  and  whether,  if  the  |  inquiry  into^the  matter, 
informer  is  a  Government  official,  he  is 


entitled  to  a  similar,  or  any  portion  of 
the  penalties. 


The  PRESIDENT  of  Thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.):  I  have  recently  received 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  Board  '  f  J^,^^^  ^^^.°^  ^^.«  ^^^"«^  P^'^f  ^^^'^?? 

of  Inland   Revenue    are    empowered  to  ^^f   *^    ^^^"^^3^     "^^3^   j^    held   with 

grant    rewards    to    informei^    whether  ^^^^[^"^^^    i^®    expenditure    of    the 

Government    officials,    or  otherwise,    in  Board  of  Guardians.     1  am  at  present  m 

cases    of    the    kind    referred    to.      The  communication  with  the  latter  body  on 

amount  awarded  to  the  informer  depends  ^^^  subject. 
upon  the  circumstances  of  each  individual 

^^^^^  Kew  Oardens. 

Mr.  McLaren  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Budget  Proposals— Ck>m  and  Ghrain  Duty,  j  Commissioner  of  Works  if  his  attention 
Mr,  STANLEY  WILSON  (Yorkshire,  '  ^^  ^^^  ^^H^d  ^  ^^e  number  of  crippled. 
E.R.,  Holdemess):  I  wish  to  ask  the  stunted,  and  half-dead  coniferous  trees 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  it  i^  Kew  Gardens  which  are  no  longer 
w  his  intention  to  treat  existing  grain  properly  representative  of  the  species  to 
contracts  of  band  fide  traders  in  the  same  which  they  belong ;  and  whether  he  will 
way  that  he  treated  similar  coal  contracts  '  suggest  to  the  managers  of  the  gardens 
last  year.  the   desirability   of   removing    all    such 

;  trees  and  replacing  them  by  young  stock, 

♦o       n#    tfT/-.T^ci    T»i:>A/-.Ti      XT  providiug  them  so  far  as  possible   with 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  No,  Sir,  the  soil  most  suitable  for  their  special 
certainly  not.  The  circumstances  are  requirements, 
quite  different.  The  position  of  the  ,  i  ^  /  y  .x^  ^'  ^  r^ 
grain  contracts  is  precisely  that  of  the  I^begalso  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner 
ragar  contracts  last  year,  and  the  matter  ,  o^fWorks  if  his  attention  has  been  caUed 
is  governed  by  the  provisions  of  Section  ^^  ^^®  complaints  of  the  pollution  of  the 
10  of  the  Finance  Act  of  last  year.  ^^  neai   Kew  by  the  smoke-producmg 

factories  at  Brentford,  and  to  the  com- 
,  plaints  that  the  Urban  Council  of  Brent- 
Mr,  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  What  ford  neglect  or  decline  to  suppress  the 
goods  are  included  under  the  heading  of  nuisance  ;  whether  his  attention  has 
grains,  flours,  and  meal  ?  Does  it  include  been  called  to  the  injury  done  to  ever- 
mll  cereals,  such  as  peas,  haricots,  lentils,  green  trees  and  shrubs  in  Kew  Gardens 
and  rice,  and  also  manufactured  goods  by  the  smoke-laden  air  ;  and  whether  he 
such  as  macaroni,  semolina,  starch,  <  will  consider  the  feasibility  of  instituting 
tapioca,  sago;  and  arrowroot.  |  proceedings  against  the  offending  parties. 
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The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  The  cultivation  of 
coniferous  trees  is  not  attended  with 
success  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
gardens  owing  to  the  smoke  of  Brent- 
tord ;  but  it  is  ahready  carried  on  in  the 
southern  part  on  the  Unes  suggested. 
The  matter  referred  to  in  the  second 
Question  is  receiring  most  careful 
consideration. 

Central  Telegraph  Office  Staff. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he 
is  aware  that  duties  which  have  been 
defined  as  proper  to  the  class  of  senior 
telegraphists  and  overseers  at  the  Central 
Telegraph  Office  are  frequently  performed 
by  men  not  belonging  to  that  class  ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  increasing  the  number  of  senior 
appointments  at  the  Central  Telegraph 
Office  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
service. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
LAIN,  Worcestershire,  E.) :  So  far  as  the 
Postmaster  General  is  aware,  it  is  not 
the  case  that  duties  which   have  been 


Mh.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  In 
accordance  with  what  I  find  has  been 
the  usual  practice,  copies  of  these  ac- 
counts were  not  sent  to  the  Vote  Ofi^ce 
on  the  1st  of  this  month,  because  the 
House  was  not  then  sitting,  and  Members 
would  see  the  statement  in  the  Pre^ 
before  they  could  receive  it  from  the 
Vote  Office.  I  have,  however,  given 
directions  that  copies  of  the  last  accounts 
shall  be  at  once  placed  in  the  Vote 
Office,  and  that  in  future  copies  shall 
always  be  sent  to  the  Vote  Office,  whether 
the  House  is  sitting  or  not. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Can  it  not 
be  arranged  to  forward  them  to  hon. 
Members*  addresses  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  chamberlain  :  That 
does  not  rest  with  me.  I  believe  hon. 
Members  can  obtain  them  by  signing 
the  Pink  Paper. 

Gk)od8  Bates  on  Irish  BailwajTB. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  average  rate  per  ton 
on  merchandise  carried  by  railways  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  has  been 
calculated,  and  shows  that  in  1880  the 
excess   was  21 '83   per   cent,   above  the 


defined  as  proper  to  the  class  of  overseers  |  English  rate,  and  27*13  above  the  Scotch  ; 


and  senior  telegraphists  at  the  Central 
Telegraph  Office  are  frequently  per- 
formed by  men  not  belonging  to  that 


in  1890  the  excess  was  22*75  above  the 
English,  and  29*22  per  cent,  above  the 
Scotch ;  and  in  1 900  the  corresponding 


class,     though     this    does    occasionally  |  percentages     were    3714    and    33*97 ; 

happen  when  there  are  more  absentees  ■  whether  any  steps  will  be  taken  by  the 

than  usual   amongst   the    seniors.      In   Government  to  reduce  the  cost  of  trans- 


present    circumstances    the    Postmaster 
General  is   not  able   to    entertain    the 


port  in  Ireland,  where  there  is  an  average 
difi'erence  of  almost  £2  per  ton  in  the 


question  of  creating  more  senior  appoint-  j  carriage  of  goods ;  whether  he  will  cause 

inquiry  to  be  made  into   those   figures- 
with  a  view  to  providing  a  remedy. 


ments. 

National   Income   and   Expenditure 

Accounts. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  state  why  no  copies  of 


Thr  chief  secretary  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  The 
figures  are  as  stated,  except  that  the 
average  difference  in  the  cost  of  carriage 
the  accounts  of  the  national  income  of  goods  on  British  and  Irish  railways 
and  expenditure  to  3l8t  March  last,  ;  is  2s.,  not  £2.  It  should  be  observed, 
which  were  supi^ed  to  and  published  however,  that  the  proportion  of  expendi- 
in  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  following  ture  to  receipts  on  Irish  railways  is 
day,  have  been   or   are   distributed    to  ]  higher  than  on  the  Scottish    lines,  and 


Members  of  this  House ;  and  why  no 
copies  of  these  accounts  are  obtainable 
at  the  Vote  Office. 


almost  as  high  as  on  the  English  rail- 
ways. The  rates  in  Ireland  are  pre- 
sumably within  the  legal  maxima  which. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Payment  of  the 
grant  for  the  period  mentioned  has  long, 
since  been  made. 


the  companieB  are  authorised  to  charge. 

In  reply  to  the  concluding  inquiry,   I 

must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my  reply 

to  the  Question  put  by  him  to  me  on 

Tuesday  last.t  Mr.   THOMAS  O^DONNELL:  I  beg 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord. 

Police  Protection  at  Faha.  '  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  con- 

m«      ^rT-r»T>iTTr  /ir  t:»  \     t  i_      *    !  solidatcd   salaHcs   of  all   Irish   national 

Mb.  MLRPHY  (Kerry,  K):  I  beg  to   ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  g^jl    ^^^^, 

Mk    the  Chief   Secretary   t«  the  Lord  i  ^j^^      ^.^^^^^^  ij    consiaeration 

Lieutenant   of  Ireland  whether  he  can    ^ag  been   given  to  S  cases  where  thfr 
state  the  number  of  pol«cemen  employed   ^^  ^^'\^^  j^^^^  ^^^^  ^ 

in  the  protection  of  Mr.  Morrogh  Ber-   j^    uftable;  and  whether  he  proposes  to- 


nard  at  Faha,  County  Kerry,  the  yearly 
expense  in  salary  and  otherwise  of  these 


institute  any  change  in  the  constitution 
of  a  Board  which  has  failed,  after  two- 


policemen  to  the  public,  and  the  yearly  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

rents  of  the  farms  from   which  tenants    '' 

have  been  evicted   by   Mr.    Bernard   in        ^_       ^.TXTT^rrA^r     m, 
the  district.  .      ^^'   WYNDHAM:   The  reply  to  the^ 

'  first  and  second  queries  is  in  the  aSirma- 

Mb.     WYNDHAM :    Two   constables '  ^."^     ^^^  suggestion  that   there    has 
,         ,  ^  1       J   •     ^    4.    ♦•        been  remissness  on  the  part  of  the  Board 

u     'i^    "J"      '"^^      il,ft^^   in  determining  the  8alari«  of  the  teachers 
Mr.  Bernard,  are  engaged  on  other  police  ,  .  „.-r.„fed  bv  the  facts 

duties.      Their  emoluments   amount  to    ^  """^  warrantee  by  tne  tacts. 

about  £  1 G2  a  year.      I  have  no  informa- ,  Education  BilL 

Hon  on  the  last  query.  ^^^   CHARLES   DILKE  (Gloucester- 

shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Mr.    MURPHY :    But   is  it  not   the ,  pirst  Lord    of    the  Treasury    whether, 
fact  that  ten  policemen  are  engaged  in    although  the  Elementary  Education  Act 
protecting  this  man,  in  an  area  not  ex-    of   1897,   relating  to   necessitous  school 
ceeding  a  square  mde  ?  districts,  is  left  unrepealed  by  the  Educa- 

tion Bill,  the  effect  of  the  Bill  will  be  that, 
Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Not  ten,  but  two:    ^^^^re  such  a  district  is  absorbed   in  a 

county,  the  district  will  lose  the  whole 

Mr.  murphy  :  Well.  I  am  personally    ^>enefit  of  the  Act  of  1897,  although  it 

aware  that  ten  are  so  engaged.  ^^^  '•®^^"  ^*^«  en^^^e  burden  of  building 

debts  from  which   that  Act  at  present 
_         p  -.  .  partly  relieves  it ;  and,  having  regard  to 

^^'^Z^J^irr^T  T    fxr  ^^®  ^^^   ^*^*^'  unless   the  entire  county 

Mr.  THOMAS  O  DONNELL  (Kerry,  should  be  necessitous  within  the  terms  of 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Act,  the  money  at  present  paid  over 
th«  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  ^o  the  district  will  be  unissued  and  the 
the  expenses  of  the  police  hut  kept  in  \  Act  a  dead  letter  in  such  counties  as  may 
Ballyferriter,  Dingle,  County  Kerry,  are  put  in  force  the  permissive  powers  of  the 
chm^ed  upon  the  rates  of  the  county.  Bill,  whether  he  will  consider  the  possi- 
bility of  introducing  an  Amendment  to 
Mr.  WTNDHAM  :  The  reply  to  this    meet  the  point. 

Question  is  in  the  negative.  ^,       .      ^    ^ .  ^  ^^,..      r«, 

^  ^  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:    The  matter 

Irish  National  School  Teachers.  ^^^"^^  ^,  ^^  °^y  J'g*^^  .,^<>"-  f"«°^   i« 

««        Trxirx-   i^i  4  irT>T>i?T  T     /  i  I.     undoubtedly  one  that  will   have   to  be 

Mb.    JOHN    C.A^IPBELL    (Armagh,    ^^j^   ^^^^  ^^^  I   ^^^^^   j   ^^   j^^ 

S):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to;  ^i^^    it    by  means  of   Question   and 

the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  answer. 

say  when  the  national  teachers  are  likely 

to  be  paid  the  balance  of  the   residual  ^^k,  RILV  (Gloucester) :  I  l)eg  to  ask 

grant,  1900-1901.  the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether, 

_ in  the  event  of  the  Education  Bill  becom- 

f  8m  preoeding  volume,  p.  1260.  ing  law,    the   associations   of    voluntary 
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schools,  established  under  the  Voluntary 
Schools  Act,  1897,  will  continue  to  exist; 
and,  if  so,  will  the  shares  of  the  aid  grant 
payable  under  that  Act  continue  to  be 
allotted  by  them  in  accordance  with 
Section  1,  Sub-section  (3),  of  that  Act; 
and,  if  Part  III  of  the  Education  Bill  is 
not  adopted  in  any  district,  will  the  aid 
grant  continue  to  be  allotted  to  the 
voluntary  schools  through  the  associations 
as  at  present ;  and  where  Part  III  is 
adopted  and  the  grant  is  paid  to  the 
education  authorities,  as  provided  by 
Clause  8,  Sub-section  (3),  of  the  Educa- 
tion Bill,  will  that  grant  be  paid  in 
accordance  with  schemes  prepared  by  the 
governing  bodies  of  the  association,  as 
provided  by  Section  1,  Sub-section  (4), 
of  the  Act  of  1897. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  the  event 
of  the  Education  Bill  becoming  law,  the 
associations  of  voluntary  schools  as  bodies 
with  statutory  duties  will  cease  to  exist ; 
but  if  Part  III  of  the  Bill  be  not  adopted, 
the  aid  grant  will  continue  to  be  allotted 
as  at  present. 

Basiness  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  Can  the  Leader  of  the 
House  give  any  indication  as  to  the 
business  for  Friday  and  the  probable 
course  of  the  debate  on  the  Budget  ? 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  On  Thursday 
there  will  be  a  general  discussion  on  the 
Budget,  and  su^equently  on  the  Report 
stage  of  the  Resolutions.  On  Friday  I 
propose  to  take  Revenue  Votes  in  Supply, 
beginning  with  the  Postal  Telegraphs 
Vote,  which  was  not  placed  first  last  year. 


Sir  henry  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) :  Will  it  be  possible  to  discuss  the 
proposed  tax  on  com  on  the  Resolutions 
taken  on  Thursday  1 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Yes,  but  I 
hope  this  will  not  be  necessary,  as  a 
special  day  is  to  be  set  apart  for  the 
Report  stage,  which  can  be  used  for  that 
purpose. 

Sir  henry  FOWLER :  When  is  that 
likely  to  be  ? 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  Probably  on 
Monday. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES) 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Members  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishinsf),  Shipping,  and 
Manufactures  (during  the  consideration 
of  the  Shop  Clubs  BiU) :— Mr.  Burt,  Mr. 
Tennant,  and  Major  Evans-Gordon ; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution, 
Mr.  Cremer,  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley,  and 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (WAYS  AND 

MEANS). 

(4.0.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"That  this  day  the  proceedings  of  the 
Business  of  Ways  and  Means  have  pre- 
cedence of  all  other  business,  includUng 
Business  of  the  House  (Procedure). — {Mr, 
A,  J.  Balfour,) 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  227  ;  Noes, 
93.    (Division  List  No.  109.) 


AYES. 


Acland-Mood,Capt  Sir  Alex.  F. 
AfTfr-Oardner,  James  Tynte 
AUen,Charle»»P.(GIouc  .Stroud 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwright,  J<  hn  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Hu^h  O. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hon.  A.J.  { Manch'r 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 


Beach,RtHn.SirMichael  Hicks 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
BUI,  Charles 

Black,  Alexander  William 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bo  wles,T.  GibBoniKin^'sLjmn) 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Idontagu 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Burfett-Coutts,  W. 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
CampbelljRt.  Hn.  J.  A(Gla8gow 


Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.(Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrincton,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spenoer 
Clive,  C^iptain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harr^ 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collinffs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharlesReady 
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Bttsiness  of 


Corbett,  T.  L,  (Down,  North) 

i  ^imnboiDtf,  ViAooont 

CttMw,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 

<  >CMslev,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
I>alrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Danee,  AlJfred  (Carmarthen) 
iMaviea,  M.  Vaaghan*(Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
l>«war,T.  K(T'rH'mlet8,S.Geo. 
IHckflon,  Charles  Scott 
IHckton-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
I>orin^D,  Sir  John  Edward 
I>oiifflas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers* 

1  >ostord.  Sir  William  Theodore 
I  huning- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
I  >y  ke,  Ht.  Hn.  Sir  Wil  liam  Hart 
EUiots  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
KardeU,  Sir  T.  George 
Fart]aharM)n,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowee,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
FergosHon,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  J  ( Manc'r 
Finch,  (Jeorge  H. 
M«her,  WilRam  Ha^es 
Fi$«on,  Frederick  William 
FitKi;erald,Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
FoTiter,  Henry  William 
Fo*iter,PhilipS(  Warwick,S.  W. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
<;arfit,  WiiUam 
<^oddard.  Daniel  Ford 
(;ordon,Hn.J.E(Elgin&Naim 
<;oret,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John  Eldos 
<Hmldinff,  Edward  Alfred 
<;roeD,W  alfordD(Wednesbnry 
Greene,  W.  Ray  mond-(Cambs. ) 
4  'lenfell,  William  Henry 

<  rrettoa.  John 

<TQest,  Hon.  Ivor  Charchill 

<  Tonter,  Sir  Robert 
Hah^y,  Rt  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
HaBiilton,Marq.  of  ( L*nd*nd'rry 
Hanbary,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Harooart,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  William 
Hardy,Laarence(K'nt,A9hford 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harmsworth,  R.  I^icester 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
HasUm,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter.Rt  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath,  Arthur  Howanl(Hanlev 
Heath,  James  (Steffords.  N.  W. 
Helder,  Aagustas 
Hermon-  H<Mge,RobertTrotter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhoune^  Henry  (Somerset,  E. 
Holland,  William  Henr\' 
Hope^J.  F(Sheifieia,Bright8ide) 


{15  April  1902} 

Homer,  Frederick  William 
Homlman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  W^m.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joeenli 

Howard,  J.  (Afidd., Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hon.  JamesHenryCecii 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
J  ones,  William  ( Camarv'nshire 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 
Kennaway,Rt  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop. 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut -General 
Lawson,  John  Ivrant 
Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneace 
Leve8on-Gower,FredericKN.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,CoL  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,Rt  Hn.  Walter(Bri8tol,S) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Ix)westoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J .  ( Portsmouth 
Macartney,Rt  Hn  W.G.Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Calmont,Ol.  J.  (Antrim,E.) 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H(Dumfrie8sh. ) 
Middlemore,  Jno.  Throgmorton 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  WUliam 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,Rt  Hn.  John(Montrofle 
Morton,  AithurH.  A,(Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,RtHn.A.Grh'm(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry') 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  George  Wm.  ( Reading) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
PeasCjHerbt.  Pike(DarlinKton) 
Peane,  J.  A.  (Saffron  WaTden) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,Lieut.  -Col.  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
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Purvis,  Robert 
Handles,  John  S. 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Rea,  Russell 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.  W(Stalybrldge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Clias.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sandys,  Lieut.  -  Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seelv,Maj.J.E.B(IsleofWight 
Sliarpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  John  (Fonarshire) 
Smlth,H.  C(North'mb  Tynesde 
Smith,  JamesParker(Lanarks. ) 
Sjjear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,Rt.  Hn.C.R(Northants 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W.  Bromwioh) 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 
Stanley ,  Edward  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Ste  wart,SirMark  J.  APTaggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warr,  Augustus 
Wason,»IonnCathcart(Orkney) 
Welby,Lt.-Cl.A.C.E.(Taunton 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
William8,RtHnJPowen-(Birm 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York,E.  R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  ((Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J .  W.  ( Worcestersh.  N. ) 
WilsonTodd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks. ) 
WodehouscRt  Hon.  E.  R(Batli 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Tay  1  or,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,Rt  Hon.  C.  B.Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstrutlier. 


NOES. 

Abraham,William(Cork,N.E.)  j  Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Allan,  W^illiam  (Crates head)        Crean,  Eugene 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire)  '  Crombie,  John  William 
Blake,  Edward  i  Delany,  William 

Burke,  E.  Haviland-  |  Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

CampbelL  John  (Armagh,  S.)    Dillon,  John 
Cawfey,  Frederick  Doogan,  P.  C. 

Channing,  Francb  Allston        i  Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Cogan,  I^nis  J.  I  Edwards,  Frank 
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Ellis,  John  Edward 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Cilamorgan) 

Fen  wick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
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Hammond,  John 

Hardie,  J.  Keir(Merthyr  Tydvil 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jone8,I)avidBrynm'r(Swan8ea , 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kin  loch,  Sir  J  ohnGeorgeSmy  t  li 

LeesCfSirJoseph  F.  ( Accrington 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

LeAvis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-Geoi^e,  David 

Loueh,  Thomas 

Lnndon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Crae,  George 

M*Govem,  T. 

M'Kean,  John 


{COMMONS} 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Manefield,  Horace  Kendall 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Moi  gan,  J .  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morton,  Ed  w.J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X,  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J, 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 


TJie  Budget. 
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Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B. ; 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stevenson,  Francis  8. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan.  EL 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman-(  Hastin  1:5 
Thoma9;JA(Glamorgan,Gower 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wason,£ugene(Clackmannaii  > 
White,  Patrick  (Meatb,  Nort  h  1 
Whiteley,George(York,W.R.  > 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  (MerioDetli  > 
Wilson,Fred.W.(Norfolk,Mi.i. 
Woodhouse,Sir  J  T(Huddersf  d 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellebs  for  the  Noes— 

Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 

Patrick  O'Brien. 


OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  (No.  2)  BILL. 
"  To  proinde  pensions  for  persons 
over  sixty-five  years  of  age. '''  Presented 
by  Mr.  Channing,  tinder  Standing  Order 
31;  supported  by  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  John 
Burns,  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham),  Sir 
Walter  Foster,  and  Mr.  Broadhurst ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  153.] 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Me.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

Loan. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  That  towards  making  good  the  Supply 
granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the  service  of 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1903,  sums  not  exceeding 
£32,000,000  may  be  raised  by 
means  of  the  creation  of  2f  per 
cent.  Consolidated  Stock  within  the 
meaning  of  The  National  Debt  (Con- 
version) Act,  1888;  and  that  any 
annuities  forming  stock  so  created  be 
charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

*'That  all  expenses  incurred  in  con- 
nection with  raising  the  said  sums, 
including  any  additional  remuneration 
to  the  Banks  of  England  and  Ireland, 
be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund." 
— {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqtier,) 

(4.15.)  Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said 
he  was  surprised  that  a  Eesolution  of  this 
kind  should  be  moved  in  silence,  and  that 
not  a  word  of  explanation  was  offered  to 
the  Committee. 


♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol 
W.) :  I  fully  explained  my  reasons  for 
proposing  this  loan  last  night. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  last  night  asked  to  give,  and 
was  understood  to  promise,  a  full 
explanation,  when  this  Resolution  came 
to  be  moved,  as  to  the  character  of  the 
loan,  whether  it  was  to  be  Consols,  and, 
if  so,  whether  it  was  to  be  subject  to 
the  reduction  to  2^  per  cent,  in  1903. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  There  could 
be  no  doubt  on  that  subject  in  the  mind 
of  anybody  who  listened  to  the  Resolu- 
tion which  the  Chairman  read  just  now. 
I  propose  to  borrow  this  £32,000,000  in 
Consols,  and,  being  so  borrowed,  they 
will  be  subject  to  precisely  the  same 
rules  as  existing  Consols — namely,  the 
reduction  to  2i  per  cent,  in  1903.  That, 
Sir,  is  really  the  whole  explanation  to  be 
given. 

Mr.  black  (Banffshire)  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the 
amount  of  issue  would  be  £32,000,000, 
or  whether  it  would  be  for  a  larger  sum, 
in  order  to  cover  the  discount  at  which 
the  loan  would  require  to  be  issued. 

1      ♦Sir  M.iHICKS  BEACH  :  The  amount 
of  issue  will  be  £32,000,000. 

Mr.  DILLON  reminded  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  in  his  Budget  speech  he 
distinctly  stated  that  he  proposed  to  ask 
the  House  to  authorise  the  raising  of 
£32,000,000  on  terms  which  he  would 
fully  explain. 
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♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  No,  I  did  [  prophesying  a  smooth  state  of  things, 
not  say  that  I  said  I  would  explain  the  He  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
nature  of  the  loan.  That  is  explained  in  in  that  respect  took  a  great  deal  more 
the  Resolution.  credit  to  himself  than  he  was  entitled 

I  to,    because,    although    his    Statement 

Mr,  DILLON  said  that  that  was  not  I  would  be  a  distinct  ^  improvement  from 
the  impression  which  the  right  hon.  i  that  point  of  view  as  compared  with 
Gentleman  conveyed  to  the  House,  previous  Statements,  yet  even  this  year 
WTien  a  Minister  promised  to  explain,  I  ^^^e  Government  had  pursued  the  course 
at  a  later  stage,  the  nature  of  a  loan,  which  they  had  pursued  from  the  very 
the  House  naturally  expected  that  he  beginning  of  the  war,  viz.,  the  course 
would  personally  make  a  statement,  and  i  of  leading  on  the  people  of  this  country 
not  content  himself  with  having  a  '  ^rom  step  to  step  by  keeping  them  in 
Heaolution  read  at  the  Table.  From  the  |  the  dark  as  to  the  true  condition  of  affairs 
course  of  his  observations  the  previous  I  ^^  South  Africa,  and  the  true  obliga- 
night,  he  was  convinced  there  was  a  tions  they  were  being  called  upon  to  face, 
pretty  wide  expectation  in  the  Committee  L^wt  year  they  were  asked  to  sanction  a 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  j  l<>an  of  £60,000,000,  and  it  would  be 
was  going,  in  the  course  of  his  explana- !  within  the  recollection  of  the  Committee 
tion,  to  oome  to  close  quarters  with  ^^^^  ^^^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
the  question  of  the  liabiHty  of  the  two  announced,  in  his  Budget  speech,  that  he 
colonies  for  some  portion  of  the  debt,    had  to  provide  for  a  deficit  of  £41,000,000. 

He  knew  that  that  opinion  was  widely  '  i^^^^^?*  ^"^  ^^^  1^.\*  *^^^  ^^ 
shared,  and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- ,  f^O  000,000,  a  course  which  was  abso- 
man's  explanation  was   looked  forward    ^^^}y  ^»thout  parallel  m  Parliamentary 

to  with  ;   certain  amount  of  interest :  ^^^^^^.-.J^h^^^ 

in  consequence.     But  now  they  gathered  l  J^ /«tified  that  course  ^     He  said  that  he 

from  What  had  been  said  tlitf  as  re-    J«h  2^.  .'^^ 

.^.^.^   ♦k^  1^..     c   i*oi^  ni\f\  i\ru\    4.1.       t  estimatmg  the  cost  of  the  war,  and  that 

garded  the  loan  of  £32.000,000,  there  |  .j^^^^^^^^f  ^1^1^       t^    i^  ^^^  Estimates  of 

was  no  prospect  whatever  of  recovenng   |^^  provision  was  made  to  continue 

any  portion  of  it  from  the  colonies,  and  ,  ^^^  '^^^  f^^  ^  1         ^       ^od   as    the 
that  they  were  m  precisely  the   same 
position  as  they  stood  in  regard  to  the 


Government   then   believed  it  would  be 

-rt/Br.  rxr^rv  r^rv   1  t   t  mi        ttcccssary  to  continue   it,  and  although 

£60,000,000  loan  of  last  year.  That  they  took  provision  also  for  the  expensive 
was  exactly  what  he  expected.  He  did  i  operations  of  concluding  the  war,  bringing 
not  believe,  and  he  never  had  believed,  '  baek  the  troops,  and  paying  pensions  and 
that  one  single  solitary  sixpence  of  any  one  I  bonuses  and  other  outlays  incidental  to 
of  thoge  loans  would  be  recovered  from  I  the  disbandment  of  the  Reservists  and 


the    two  colonies.      But    certainly   the 
Committee    was,    both    last    year    and 


the  Yeomanry,  in  spite  of  that,  and  in 
view  of  the  charges  which  had  been  made 


yesterday,  led  to  expect  that  some  pro-  against  him  in  the  past,  he  was  deter- 
yision  wouki  be  made  for  ear-marking,  |  mined  to  have  an  ample  margin  for 
at  all  events,  a  portion  of  the  loan  to  I  contingencies.  He  fixed  that  margin  at 
be  charged  on  the  credit  of  the  colonies,  i  £5,000,000  or  £6,000,000,  a  very  gener- 
and  repaid  in  the  future.  If  that  could  ous  margin  indeed,  in  view  of  the  fact 
not  be  done  legally,  as  he  believed  it  that  the  Government  were  supposed  to 
could  not  at  the  present  time,  the  have  made  fuU  provision  in  the  Estimates 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought,  at  of  the  year  for  the  war  and  contingent 
any  rate,  to  make  some  definite  state-  expenses.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ment  with  regard  to  the  intentions  of  also  went  on  to  say  that,  owing  to  the 
the  Government  in  connection  with  peculiar  nature  of  his  Budget,  and  to 
these  loans.       ,     ,  i         ^         ,  the   fact  that    so   large  a  share  of  the 

In  his  speech  of  the  previous  day,  income  was  to  be  derived  from  the  income 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  great  ^^  ^^^^^  mainly  came  in  in  the  last 
credit  to  himself,  when  citing  the  .  quarter  of  the  financial  year,  he  must 
enormous  figures  of  his  Budget,  for  I  call  on  the  House  of  Commons  not  only 
putting  the  worst  rather  than  the  best ;  to  provide  that  generous  margin  of 
aspect   before   the   House,  and  for  not  |  £5,000,000  in  addition  to  the  Estimates 

L2 


296 


Ways  and  Means — 


{COMMONS} 


The  Budget. 


296 


but  also  to  give  him  further  borrowing 
powers  to  the  extent  of  £10,000,000. 
He  also  said  that  if  that  total  margin  of 
£15,000,000  were  not  required,  it  would, 
by  the  redemption  of  Treasury  Bills,  be 
restored  to  the  taxpayers.  Shortly  after 
the  Loan  Bill  was  sanctioned,  there  was 
suddenly  sprung  upon  the  House,  with- 
out the  slightest  hint  of  warning,  a  Vote 
for  £6,500,000  as  a  grant  in  aid  to  the 
new  colonies.  The  Government  must 
have  known  that  that  was  going  to  be 
proposed  to  the  House,  yet  they  kept 
hon.  Members  in  absolute  ignorance  of 
it  while  they  were  seeking  to  obtain 
their  other  demands.  Later  in  the 
autumn,  before  the  House  separated  for 
the  holidays,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  stated  that,  after  the  most 
careful  investigation  of  the  military 
situation  in  South  Africa,  in  con- 
junction with  Lord  Kitchener,  the 
Home  Government  had  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  about  the  month  of 
September  it  would  be  possible  to  bring 
home  some  70,000  troops.  That  was 
an  extraordinary  instance  of  the  policy 
of  leading  the  people  of  this  country  by 
a  system  of  deception  from  point  to 
point,  so  that  they  might  never  have  a 
just  and  true  conception  of  the  liabilities 
and  responsibilities  which  the  war  was 
casting  upon  them.  As  soon  as  Parlia- 
ment rose,  the  whole  of  that  beautiful 
vision  vanished  and  dissolved  into  thin  air, 
and  not  only  was  the  whole  sum  voted  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  for  the 
bringing  home  of  the  troops,  and  for 
allowances  for  soldiers  on  disbandment 
absorbed  in  running  the  war,  but  the 
margin  of  X5,000,000  taken  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  also 
swallowed  up,  and  in  addition  only 
£4,000,000  remained  of  the  £10,000,000 
of  the  loan  sanction  for  which  had 
been  obtamed,  although  that  money 
had  been  expected  to  remain  in  hand 
at  the  end  of  the  financial  year.  He 
ventured  to  assert  that  that  was  not 
honest  finance,  and  that  the  country  was 
not  being  treated  fairly,  or  being  told 
what  it  was  really  called  upon  to  pay. 

With  that  experience  before  them,  they 
now  had  to  face  another  demand  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
asked  them  to  sanction  a  loan  in  excess 
by  many  millions  of  the  Estimates  before 
the  House.    He  wanted,  in  fact,  a  blank 

Mr.  DUlm, 


cheque  to  enable  him  to  spend  money 
for  a  variety  of  purposes  of  which  the 
House  had  not  approved.  That  was  a 
system  of  finance  which  was  not  only 
without  precedent  but  which  was,  in 
his  opinion,  calculated  immeasurably  to 
loosen  the  bonds  of  economy  and  strict- 
ness in  the  great  spending  Departments 
of  the  State,  and  li>  encourage  extrava- 
gance of  the  wildest  character.  What 
was  the  use  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (appealing  to  the  House  of 
Commons  to  assist  him  in  withstanding 
the  pressure  of  the  spending  depart- 
ments, and  to  aid  him  in  carrving  out  a 
policy  of  economy,  when  he  himself  set 
the  fatal  example  of  loosening  all  the 
checks  which  the  experience  of  genera- 
tions had  devised  ?  The  very  fact  of  his 
asking  for  enormous  borrowing  powers 
for  vague  and  indefinite  purposes  was  an 
encouragement  to  the  spending  depart- 
ments to  increase  their  demands,  because 
they  would  have  the  knowledge  that 
those  demands  would  not  be  subjected 
to  any  close  scrutiny  in  the  House.  They 
were  told  to  be  cheerful  in  the  face  of  the 
demand  for  a  loan  of  £32,000,000.  Why 
were  they  to  be  cheerful  ?  Because  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  informed 
them  that  even  those  who  were  most 
hostile  to  this  country  were  now  obliged 
to  admit  that  the  end  of  the  war  was 
approaching.  Of  course  it  was.  But  it 
had  been  approaching  from  the  time  the 
first  shot  was  fired,  and  it  must  approach 
if  the  war  was  not  to  last  for  ever. 
He  was  unshaken  in  his  belief 
that  the  war  might  have  been  ended  two 
years  ago  by  offering  the  Boers  in  the 
field  fair  and  honourable  terms.  And 
if  they  now  profited  by  the  bitter  ex- 
perience of  those  two  years,  in  the  course 
of  which  so  many  lives  had  been  lost, 
and  millions  of  money  spent,  and  if  they 
were  going  to  meet  the  Boers  in  a  fair 
spirit,  it  was  quite  possible  that  the  end 
of  the  war  was  really  approaching.  But 
to  tell  the  House,  in  vague  and  general 
terms,  that  the  war  was  coming  to  an  end, 
and  that  that  fact  was  admitted  by  those 
who  were  most  hostile  to  this  country, 
was  simply  to  mock  the  House  of 
Commons. 

This  demand  for  a  loan  of  thirty-two 
miUions  had  come  with  a  shock  of 
surprise  upon  all  classes  throughout  the 
country.    No  one  who  had  watched  the 
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anticipations  of  the  financial  proposals 
of  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  thought 
that  the  loan  asked  for  would  exceed 
£16,000,000  or  X20,000,000.  All  who 
were  outside  the  secrets  of  the  Treasury 
were  simply  astonished  and  bewildered  by 
t  he  sixe  of  the  loan.  He  had  in  his  hand  an 
extract  from  a  letter  by  Sir  Robert 
Criffen,  whose  authority  on  financial 
matters  when  he  was  a  Home  Ruler  was 
not  so  widely  recognised  as  it  was  at  the 
present  time.  In  one  of  the  famous 
letters  he  had  written  to  The  Times  in 
support  of  the  Government  policy,  he 
said — 

*'  It  may  be  OMamed,  I  hope,  that  in  the  oir- 
cunKtanoes  described  in  my  previous  letter  in 
The  Times  of  January  7th,  grave  as  the  financial 
position  is,  there  will  be  no  talk  of  extensive 
borrowing." 

That  was  Sir  Robert's  opinion  of  the 
financial  situation,  which  he  certainly 
had  not  minimised,  but  had  rather  ex- 
aggerated, because  he  practically  admitted 
inhis  last  letter  that  the  expense  of  the 
garrisons  in  South  Africa  for  many  years 
to  come  would  not  be  under  £20,000,000 
sterling.  Yet  upon  such  a  basis  as  that 
he  expressed  a  strong  hope  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
on  the  present  occasion  have  recourse  to 
borrowing  on  an  extensive  scale.  In  spite 
of  that,  nowever,  the  House  was  now 
asked  to  sanction  a  loan  of  £32,000,000. 
On  what  basis  was  the  estimate  made 
which  could  justify  the  extent  of  the 
loan  ]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
took  great  credit  for  his  consistent 
refusal  to  prophesy  smooth  things  in 
regard  to  the  war.  But  what  had  been 
the  course  taken  by  the  Government 
tliis  year  ]  The  Secretary  for  War  pro- 
duced an  estimate  for  the  cost  of  the  war 
during  tlie  coming  year  of  £41,000,000, 
and  he  tc  ok  considerable  credit  to  him- 
self by  pointing  out  how  much  the  cost 
had  been  reduced  by  the  exertions  of 
Lord  Kitchener.  When,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  some  of  his  hon.  friends 
expressed  a  doubt  whether  the  war 
could  be  carried  on  for  the  sum  asked  for, 
they  were  informed  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Secretary  for 
War  had  gone  into  the  subject  with  the 
utmost  minuteness,  and  were  agreed  that 
£41,000,000  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
conduct  of  the  war  until  the  end  of  the 
current  year.  Had  the  Government 
intended     to    deal     honestly    with     the 


country,  they  would  have  told  it  what 
they  believed  would  really  be  sufficient. 
But,  instead  of  that,  they  had  pursued 
their  old  policy  of  optimism,  of  suppress- 
ing and  censoring  despatches,  and  of  Keep- 
ing the  country  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
was  going  on.  Within  two  months  of 
that  estimate  they  were  told  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  that  the  war  had 
not  gone  on. so  prosperously  or  so  rapidly 
as  the  country  could  have  wished,  ana  that 
he  was  now  obliged  to  add  to  his  deficit 
between  £16,000,000  and  £17,000,000 
in  onler  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war  if  it  were  continued.  Was  that  a 
proper  way  in  which  to  treat  the  House 
and  the  country  1  What  had  happened  in 
those  two  months  to  so  completely  alter 
the  judgment  of  the  military  advisers  of 
the  Government  in  South  Africa  1  From 
the  very  beginning  of  the  war  Ministers 
had  indulg^  in  optimistic  statements, 
and  had  been  telling  them  that  the  war 
must  soon  end.  Then  suddenly  new  loans 
were  asked,  and  yet  Ministers  gave  no 
explanation  of  their  changed  attitude. 
This  had  been  going  on  ever  since  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  a  light 
and  airy  spirit,  asked  for  his  first 
£10,000,000  in  order  to  send  British  troops 
to  Pretoria.  He  then  told  the  House  it 
need  not  be  alarmed  by  the  magnitude  of 
the  Vote  asked  for,  because  they  had  to 
deal  with  rich  and  prosperous  colonies, 
which  he  was  determined  should  bear 
their  fair  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  war. 
Since  then  they  had  had  to  find  some 
£200,000,000  sterling,  and  they  had  been 
told  that,  even  if  the  war  were  concluded 
as  the  result  of  the  present  peace  negotia- 
tions, a  portion  of  the  £32,000,000  now 
asked  for  would  be  needed  in  order  to 
re-settle  that  devastated  country. 

The  only  sentence  in  the  Budget  speech 
to  which  he  listened  with  any  pleasure  or 
gratification  was  that  portion  which  spoke 
of  the  re-settlement  of  the  country.  N  ever 
in  the  history  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  modem  times  had  millions  been  kicked 
about  the  floor  in  such  a  reckless  and 
indifferent  manner,  and  never  had  money 
been  voted  upon  the  mere  ip^  dixit  of  a 
Minister,  without  any  justification  being 
put  forward  for  the  demand.  Never 
before  had  he  heard  a  responsible  Minister 
use  such  language  in  regard  to  a  country 
in  which  there  had  been  adopted  the 
insane  and  wicked  policy  of  reducing 
it  to  the  state  of  a  howling  wilderness. 
He  would  be  glad  to  agree  to  the  giving 
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of  any  sum  of  money  in  reason  to  restock 
the  farms,  always  provided  that  it  was 
not  devoted  to  a  policy  of  confiscation 
and  the  planting  of  settlers  on  the  farms 
which    the   Boers    formerly    held.      He 
thought  it  was  a  rather  hard  thing  on 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country  that  some 
of  the  miUions  which   they   were   now 
asked  to  impose  upon   them   were  for 
the  purpose  of  undoing  the  ravages — 
the  barbarous  and  purposeless  ravages, 
of  the  British  Generals  in  South  Africa, 
in  pursuit  of  a  policy  not  only  criminal, 
but,  as  he  believed,  illegal   according  to 
the  custom  of  civilised  nations.    There 
was  one   other  purpose  for  which  this 
money  was  said  to  be  required  in  South 
Africa,  on  which   he  desired    to  say   a 
word — it  was  with  regard  to  the  support 
of    the    South     African     Constabulary. 
They    might  laugh    at    his    fears    and 
anticipations    on    this    point,    but     he 
thought  in  this  Constabulary  they  were 
inflicting  on  South  Africa  a  curse.    They 
in  Ireland  knew  what  such  a  Constabu- 
lary   meant,   and  if    it  was     kept    up 
permanently,   what    had     happened    in 
Ireland  would  happen  in  South  Africa, 
Time  would  justify  his  warning  that  as 
long  as  they  maintained  this  Constabulary 
to  keep  down  the  Dutch  they  would  not 
have  a  loyal  or  a  peaceful  South  Africa. 
They  talked   now  of   conciliating  their 
gallant  foes,  but  what  did  they  mean  by 
keeping  up  at  the  same  time  this  armed 
force  as  a  menace  to  the  Boer  population  ? 
What   was    the  object   of  it,  except   to 
crush  and  keep  down  the  Dutch  ?    He 
held   that  as   long    as   that    force   was 
maintained  in  the   two   RepubUcs  they 
were  maintaining  there  a  poisoned  arrow 
that  wouldprevent  for  ever  the  existenceof 
contentment  or  peace.     They  were  told  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  the 
Constabulary  was   to   consist  of  10,000 
men,  of  whom  6,000  would  be  charged 
on  the  revenues  of  the  two  Republics 
and    4,000   on   the    loan.       For     6,000 
men,    costing    £1,500,000,     the    charge 
was    to   be    on    the    revenues     of     the 
two  Colonies  after  the  Ist  of  July  next. 
He  believed  it  was  a  false  hope  to  hold 
out  to  the  taxpayers  of   the  country  to 
say  that  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  "Free 
State  revenues  could  bear  such  a  charge. 
He  should  like  to  know  how  the  revenue 
of  these  States  was  made  up,  of  which 
returns   were    sent    over  from   time  to 
Mr,  DUhn, 


time.  Did  it  include  anything  in  pay- 
ment of  supplies  to  the  troops,  or  railway 
charges  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  or 
supplies  t  Until  they  sot  full  details  on 
this  point,  the  House  of  Commons  would 
be  in  the  dark,  and  the  country  hood- 
winked. He  wanted  to  know  whether 
that  money  was  not  part  of  the  War 
Charges  which  were  being  voted  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  whole  matter 
with  regard  to  the  Constabulary  was  a 
gross  blunder  in  policy.  Either  they 
really  meant  to  conciliate  the  Dutch 
people  in  South  Africa,  or  they  did  not. 
If  they  had  seriously  an  idea  of  doing 
it,  even  in  the  remote  future,  they  would 
not  set  up  an  armed  Constabulary.  Let 
them  keep  a  garrison,  which  would  be 
recognised  as  a  temporary  measure  ;  but 
an  armed  Constabulary  would  be  the 
symbol  of  a  perpetual,  or,  at  all  events, 
a  prolonged  servitude. 

There  was  another  extraordinary  state- 
ment. The  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer  said 
that  in  addition  to  the  Constabulary  and 
the  additional  War  Charges,  he  might  like, 
and  probably  would  feel  called  upon  to 
propose,  a  considerable  sum  for  our 
Sugar  Colonies.  Was  not  that  proposal 
put  in  the  Estimates  of  the  year  ? 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  When  the 
Estimates  were  presented,  the  Confer- 
ence at  Brussels  was  still  going  on. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  how  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  knew  that  the 
House  of  Commons  would  sanction  the 
proceedings  at  the  Conference,  whose 
proceedings  some  of  the  greatest  authori- 
ties upon  this  sugar  question  regarded  as 
disastrous  ?  But  the  hon.  Member  would 
leave  that  aside,  and  ask  him  how  that 
Conference  threw  an  obligation  upon  the 
Government  to  come  to  the  assistance 
of  the  sugar  countries.  If  there  was 
no  Conference,  would  they  not  be 
eijually  in  want  of  aid  ?  Why  should 
the  House  of  >  Commons  be  asked  to 
raise  a  great  loan,  one  of  the  items  of 
which  was  an  indefinite  amount  —a  grant, 
the  details  of  which  they  knew  nothing 
about  1  Why  should  they  be  called  upon 
to  incur  an  obhgation  absolutely  in  the 
dark  ]  For  his  part,  while  he  sympathised 
with  the  suffering  people  in  the  sugar 
colonies,  he  thought  the  policy  was  a 
monstrous  one.  What  did  it  lead  to  t 
The  price  had  been  raised  upon  the  English 
manufacturers,   who   had    inundated    us 
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^th  complaints ;  yet  there  was  a  con- 
ference which  had  for  its  object  the 
further  raising  of  the  price  on  the  manu- 
facturer and  the  poor  consumer.  He 
thought  they  would  hav^  a  good  deal  to 
say  about  that  before  this  Brussels  busi- 
ness was  ended. 

The  deputy  CHAIKMAN  :  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  entitled  to  go  into 
this  matter  about  the  sugar. 

Mr.  DILX.ON  said  he  quite  agreed. 
It  was  merely  incidental  to  the  fact  that 
part  of  this  loan  was  to  be  allocated  to 
an  indefinite  extent  in  aiding  the  su^ar 
colonies.  But  he  was  in  order  in  asking 
what  had  the  signing  of  the  agreement 
at  the  Brussels  C<>nference  done  to  render 
what  he  said  necessary.  Was  it  not 
rather  the  other  way  1  If  the  conference 
had  broken  up  without  an  agreement,  he 
might  have  said  that  the  Colonies  were 
disappointed,  had  no  prospect  of  assis- 
tance, and  were  therefore  entitled  to  a 
grant  in  aid.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
whole  principle  of  these  grants  in  aid. 
However,  their  action  was  opposed  to  one 
of  the  chief  articles  of  the  conference,  and 
might,  in  his  opinion,  lead  to  the  breaking 
up  of  the  conference  altogether.  And 
that  was  not  all  the  extraordinary  finance. 
The  Chancellor  said  that  in  pursuance  of 
the  policy  of  last  year  it  was  very  likely 
he  would  be  obliged  to  come  here  later 
on  and  propose  a  further  loan  of  about 
XI  0,000,000.  He  ventured  to  prophesy 
la.Ht  year  that  if  they  got  a  loan,  the 
greater  part  of  it  would  be  melted  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  They  would  have 
the  same  thing  repeated  this  year.  The 
fact  was  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  whilst  making  admirable 
hpeecbes  and  congratulating  his  friend 
toe  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  upon  his 
advocacy  of  economy,  and  standing  before 
the  House  as  a  martyr  struggling  desper- 
ately in  the  same  cause,  should,  if  he 
was  sincere,  recollect  that  the  l>est  way 
when  he  came  amongst  such  people  was 
to  keep  his  hands  in  his  pockets. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  adopt- 
ing a  policy  which  was  absolutely  fatal. 
He  assumed  the  posture  of  a  martyr 
^^truggline:  desperately  against  the  Depart- 
ments and  his  own  colleagues  in  the  cause 
of  economy.  The  only  safe  way,  if  he  was 
sincere  in  that  policy,  was  to  keep  his 
p<>ckets  empty.  There  was  no  use  in 
g*jing  among  a  set  of  robbers  with  his 


pockets  bulging  with  coin.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  for  seventeen  or 
eighteen  millions  as  a  margin ;  and  he 
acuied  that  he  would  resist  the  importunity 
of  his  colleagues.  But  they  would  have 
the  overwhelming  argument  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  run  through  the 
dangerous  passages  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  he  had  the  money  at  his 
disposal,  and  had  no  excuse  for  refusing 
it.  The  policy  of  asking  for  loans  greatly 
in  excess  of  anything  that  could  be  justified 
was  a  continuation  of  that  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  Grovemment  vhich  had  marked 
the  whole  course  of  the  war,  namely, 
their  refusal  to  make  a  frank  statement 
to  the  people  of  the  country  as  to  the 
position  in  South  Africa.  It  was  a  policy 
which,  in  spite  of  the  speeches  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  directly 
calculated  to,  and  undoubtedly  had,  de- 
moralised the  spending  Departments  of 
the  State. 

*(5.5.)  Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  The 
hon.  Member  commenced  his  speech  with 
a  strong  denunciation  of  myself  and 
my  colleagues  for  a  policy  of  conceal- 
ment with  reference  to  the  expendi- 
ture on  the  war.  That  denunciation 
referred  in  the  first  place  to  what  occurred 
during  the  last  financial  year.  At  the 
outset  of  the  last  financial  year  we  placed 
Estimates  on  the  Table  of  the  cost  of  the 
war,  and  which,  as  was  plainly  stated  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  in  the 
Memorandum  which  he  issued,  were  to 
provide  for  the  cost  that  would  be 
necessary  in  certain  contingencies  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  field  force  in 
South  Africa  for  a  certain  period,  and 
then  for  its  diminution  in  the  later 
months  of  the  year.  As  time  went  on| 
it  proved  that  that  amount  was  insuffi- 
cient, and  it  was  necessary  for  us,  when 
the  Budget  time  arrived,  to  state  to  the 
House,  what  I  did  state  a  year  ago,  that 
more  money  would  be  required  than 
had  been  placed  on  the  Estimates,  and 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  a  loan 
and  add  to  taxation,  in  order  to  obtain 
that  sum.  At  the  time  I  did  not  know 
of  the  large  grant  in  aid  that  would  be  . 
required  for  the  Transvaal  Colony.  I 
knew  certainly  that  some  of  it — a  con- 
siderable sum — would  be  required  for 
the  equipment  and  maintenance  of  the 
Constabulary  ;  but  I  was  not  aware  that 
that  would  be  imposed  on  the  revenue 
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of  the  Colony,  and  that,  therefore,  it  I  have  an  extraordinary  antipathy  to  the 
would  require  a  civil  grant  in  aid.  We  term  Constabulary.  He  can  hardly  be 
stated  to  the  House  when  the  time  came   aware  that  a  precisely  similar  force  under 


precisely  what  was  required,  and  the 
House,  after  full  discussion,  voted  that 
sum.  Now,  Sir,  the  hon.  Member  com- 
plains that  that  was  a  policy  of  con- 
cealment, and  I  thought  that  he 
seemed     to    imply,    although,    he    did 


the  name  of  the  Cape  Mounted  Police 
has  been  for  years  past  in  existence  in 
Cape  Colony;  and  why  it  should  be 
wrong  to  maintain  a  force  in  the  Transv-aal 
and  Orange  Eiver  Colony  under  the 
name  of  Constabulary,  and  yet  justifiable 


not  state  it,  that  that  policy  of  I  ^^^  "^^^»  .^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^®  **on.  Member 
concealment  had  also  been  carried  on  i  ^^^^  admit,  to  maintain  such  a  force 
in  the  present  year.  It  is  impossible  for  |  ^4®^  }^^  »^*°^«  ^^  ^^®  Cape  Mounted 
any  person  who  has  to  be  responsible  for  '  ^<^^*^  ^  Cape  Colony,  is  a  matter  I  can- 
the  finances  of  the  countrv  when  engaged    "^^  understand.     I  do  not  think  the  hon. 

Member  ought  to  object  to  this  particular 
grant,  because  as  far  as  it  goes  it  will  be 
distinctly  in  relief  of  military  expendi- 
ture, and  he  is  anxious,  above  all  things. 


country  when  engaged 
in  a  costly  war,  the  determination  of 
which  cannot  be  foreseen,  to  judge 
precisely,  before  the  commencement  of 
the    financial    year,    how   much  will  be 


required  to  carry  on  that  war,  within  the  ,  to  put  an  end  to  military  expenditure  in 
year.  I  should  have  thought  that  even  I  ^^^^^^  ^^^'  ^e  also  objects  to  any 
the  hon.  Member,  with  all  his  readiness  to  ;  g^»^  >»  **^  ^  ^^®  sugar  producing 
interpret,  as  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  most  I  colonies  m  the  \V  est  Indies,  and  he  asked 
unfavourable  way  anything  we  say  or  do,  !  me  to  say  why  it  was  wanted,  and 
might  have  admitted  that.  But  this  |  "^^^^  ^^  would  be.  I  am  unable  to  say 
year  I  have  adopted  another  course.  I  ^^^^  *^  ^'  ^»  or  of  what  precise 
have  been,  in  introducing  the  Budget,  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^  ^^^  as  anyone  will  see 
perfectly  frank  with  the  House.  I  have  "^^^  ^^  "P  ^^®  ^^^^  ^  ga^®  last  mght, 
stated  that,  assuming  the  war  to  go  on  for  i  *^  ^^^^  ^  *  ^ery  small  sum  indeed  out 
the  whole  of  the  year  before  us,  involving  I  ^^  ^^®  £18,500,000,  certainly  not  more 
the  maintenance  of  the  field  force  now  in  ^^^  £250,000,  and  it  may  be  less. 
South  Africa  at  its  present  strength,  a  sum  '  The  reason  it  is  to  be  granted  is 
of  between  £16,000,000  and  £17,000,000  I  this-  Owing  to  the  present  low  price 
would  be  required  towards  that  purpose  in  \  o^  sugar,  the  condition  of  the  sugar- 
addition  to  the  sum  of  £40,000,000  already  growing  industry  in  some  of  the  Islands 
on  the  Estimates.  How  am  I  met  by  the  '  ^^  ^^®  present  time  is  simply  deplorable, 
hon.  Member  ?  He  says  I  am  asking  the  ^^  ^ould  not  be  in  order  for  me  to 
Committee  to  give  me  a  blank  cheque,  ^  '^^^^  ^^^^  subject  tonight,  but  at 
because  no  Supplementary  Estimates  have  ^^^  proper  time  my  right  hon.  fnend  the 
yet  been  laid  on  the  Table.  It  is  Cdonial  Secretary  will  be  able  to  place 
difficult  to  please  the  hon  Member.  ^^^  cu-cumstances  before  the  Committee, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  tell  the  ^^^  ^  ^o  not  think  the  Committee  will 
country  fairly  what  expenditure  hesitate  to  grant  any  aid,  shown  to  l>e 
might,  in  possible  circumstances,  which  i  required  m  such  a  manner,  after  full 
we  all  hope  will  not  occur,  be  required.  '  consideration,  as  may  be  proposed  to  be 
Yet  he  accuses  me  of  a  policy  of  con- '  K^^'^n  by  the  Government.  The  reason 
cealment  in  the  first  place,  and  then  of  »^  ^^s  not  appeared  Jin  the  Estimates  is 
asking  the  Committee  to  give  me  a  blank  !  t^^-  ^^^  ^^  ^oped  that  at  the  Brussels 
cheque,  without  stating  for  what  purpose  !  Conference  it  might  be  possible  to  arrive 
the  expenditure  is  required.  I  ^^  an  agreement  which  should  commence 

Then  the  hon.  Member  falls  foul  of  two  I  ^'i^^  »  very  short  period  of  the  agree 
comparatively  minute  items  in  the  addi- 1  °ient  being  arrived  at.  For  reasons 
tional  provision  which  I  informed  the  ^^*^»ch  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  upon. 
Committee  last  night  might  be  required  for  •  »^  wa«  ^ound  necessary  to  postpone  the 
t>e  services  of  the  year  beyond  that .  operation  of  the  Convention  under  which 
which  appears  in  the  Estimates- in  the  i  ^^^  ^"g*^^  bounties  are  to  be  abolished  until 
first  place,  a  grant  of  £750,000  for  the  ,  ^^^  ^^^^  September,  1903;  and  I  have 
support  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  i  "o  doubt  that  at  the  proper  time  my 
River  Colony  Constabulary,  and  secondly,  ,  "g^^  ^on.  friend  will  U  able  to  show 
a  grant  in  aid  for  the  West  Indian  '  ^^^^  ^^^  position  of  the  colonies  up  to 
Colonies.     The  hon.  Member  appears  to  j  the  time  at  which  the  l)ountie8  are  to  be 
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abolished  would  be  such  that  some 
tamporary  aid  must  be  granted  in 
order  to  save  some  of  these  Islands 
from  absolute  ruin,  and  the  population, 

risibly,  from  starvation.  That  is  all 
need  say  on  that  subject,  because  I 
hope  the  Conmiittee  will  remember 
that  both  in  regard  to  this  matter 
and  all  the  £18,500,000  to  which 
1  alluded  last  night,  every  item  will 
haTe  to  be  brought  before  the  House  and 
to  be  fully  explained  on  the  Estimates, 
and  then,  of  course,  there  will  be  an 
opportunity  for  anyone  to  object  to 
them. 

The  hon.  Member  referred  to  a 
point  on  which,  I  think,  it  would  be 
right  that  I  should  say  something.  He 
stated  that  in  his  opinion  it  was  an 
absolutely  absurd  idea  ever  to  expect 
that  the  Transvaal  would  be  in  a  position 
to  pay  for  its  Constabulary. 

Mr.  DttLOX:!  said  it  would  be 
absurd  ever  to  expect  it  to  repay  any  of 
the  money  we  are  borrowing  in  this 
country.  I  thought  it  was  unlikely 
that  it  would  be  able  to  pay  for  its  Con- 
stabulary next  year  unless  out  of  rail- 
way rates  and  duties. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  will  deal 
with  the  Constabulary  first.  The  Com- 
mittee will  remember  that  the  financial 
year  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
River  Colony  commences  on  the  1st 
of  July.  Undoubtedly,  a  year  ago,  the 
financial  position  of  the  Transvaal  was 
extremely  bad.  I  think  I  remember 
stating  to  the  Committee  when  I  intro- 
duced the  Budget  last  year  that  it  was 
Sir  David  Barbour^s  opinion,  owing  to 
the  condition  to  which  the  Transvaal 
was  reduced,  that  there  must  be  a  heavy 
deficit  for  two  years  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  on  the  charges  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  country  ;  and  as  the 
revenue  of  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1901,  was  only  £513,000  as  against 
a  civil  expenditure,  exclusive  of  the 
Constabulary,  of  £753,000  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  foundation  for  Sir  David  Barbour's 
opinion.  Although  the  war  has  been 
going  on,  yet  there  has  been,  considering 
the  circumstances,  a  remarkable  develop- 
ment of  the  gold-mining  industry 
during  the  last  nine  months.  The 
number  of  stamps  at  work  was  reported 


the  other  day  to  be  between  1,600  and 
1,700.  The  gold  product  of  the  month 
of  March  was  as  much  as  one-fourth  of 
what  it  had  been  before  the  conunence- 
ment  of  the  war.  For  many  months  after 
the  1st  of  July,  1901,  owing  to  the 
railways  being  very  deficient  in  rolling 
stock  and  being  almost  entirely  taken  up 
by  military  transport,  it  was  hardly 
possible  for  any  civil  transport  to  be 
carried  on,  so  that  neither  the  white 
population  could  get  back  to  the  gold- 
fields,  nor  could  the  supplies  be  taken  to 
them  which  would  be  necessary  to  main- 
tain them.  And,  of  course,  for  the  same 
reason  the  Customs  revenue  of  the 
Transvaal  were  comparatively  small. 
But  within  the  last  few  months  all  that 
has  been  changed.  In  the  Vote  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  a  sum  of 
£1,000,000  was  included  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  new  rolling  stock.  Well, 
Sir,  there  was  never  a  better  investment, 
I  will  venture  to  say.  That  new  rolling 
stock  has  been  gradually  arriving,  with 
the  result  that  the  amount  of  civil 
transport  has  largely  increased,  the  white 
population  ia  rapidly  returning.  Customs 
are  increasing,  native  labour  is  rapidly 
coming  in. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,. 
S.) :  Hear,  hear ! 

♦Sir  M.    hicks  BEACH :   Is  that  a 
thing  to  which  the  hon.  Member  objects  1 
They  come  in  perfectly  willingly.     After 
careful  examination  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Colonial  Secretary  and  Lord  Milner 
are  convinced,  and  I  think  on  absolutely 
good  grounds,  that  from  July  1st  next, 
assuming  that  the  administration  of  the 
railways  can  be  handed  over  to  the  civil 
authorities,  so  that  the  amount  of  mili- 
tary traffic  will  be  comparatively  small — 
that  depends,  of  course,  on  the  peaceful 
condition  of  the  country — the  revenue  of 
the  Transvaal  next  vear  may  be  between 
1  £4,000,000  and   £5,000,000.       For  the 
'  present    year,   ending   with  June  next, 
I  there  is  no  question  whatever  but  that 
J  the  revenue  of  the  Transvaal  will  reach 
I  £1,200,000  ;  it  had  reached  over  £850,000 
in  March,  and,  as  I  have  said,  it  is  rapidly 
increasing. 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  whether  in  this 
revenue  were  included  any  duties  upon 
stores  and  other  things  consiuned  by  the 
troops,  and  also  freights. 
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♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  No,  Sir.  I 
imagine  there  is  no  charge  on  goods 
•consumed  by  British  troops,  and  as  to 
freights,  the  railways  are  at  present,  and 
have  been,  in  the  hands  of  the  military 
authorities,  and  not  only  is  no  freight 
paid  by  the  military  authorities  to  the 
<X)lony  for  military  transport,  but  the  mili- 
tary authorities  take  for  military  purposes 
■siai  the  profits  of  the  civil  transport  also. 
So  on  that  point,  at  any  rate,  the  hon. 
Member  will  be  satisfied.  Assuming 
Lord  Milner*8  anticipations  are  realised, 
and  they  are  founded,  as  I  believe,  on 
sound  bases — but,  of  course,  that  depends 
*on  the  condition  of  the  country  and  the 
progress  of  the  war — it  seems  absolutely 
certain  that  the  Transvaal  will  next  year 
not  only  be  able  to  bear  the  cost  of  the 
Constabulary  proposed  to  be  imposed 
upon  it,  but  also  the  interest  on  the 
debt  of  the  old  Grovemment,  all  the 
charges  of  civil  administration,  and  the 
interest  on  the  debentures  and  shares  of 
the  railways.  I  do  not  think  the  Com- 
mittee will  consider  that  that  is  a  bad 
prospect,  considering  the  war  is  not  yet  I 
■over.  The  civil  administration  of  the  j 
Orange  Eiver  Colony,  apart  from  the  ' 
cost  of  the  Constabulary,  has  never  cost 
us  a  penny  ever  since  our  administration 
has  been  established. 

Now  I  come  to  the  reference  of 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  possibility 
of  the  Transvaal's  bearing  in  future 
a  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  war. 
He  stated  that  it  was  an  absolutely 
absurd  idea  that  this  could  ever  happen. 
Sir,  the  Committee  are  aware  that  I 
have  not  been  disposed  to  be  over- 
sanguine  in  this  matter.  I  placed 
before  the  Committee  last  year  with 
perfect  frankness,  as  I  think  will  be 
admitted,  Sir  David  Barbour's  opinion. 
I  then  said  it  was  a  pessimistic  opinion. 
In  my  opinion,  looking  to  the  develop- 
ment that  has  already  taken  place,  even 
under  the  present  circumstances,  it  was  a 
pessimistic  opinion,  and  having  very  care- 
fully examined  the  matter,  what  I  have 
to  say  is  this — it  has  always  been  our 
intention  to  charge  upon  the  revenue  of 
the  new  colonies  such  a  share  of  the 
expenses  of  the  war  as  may  fairly  be 
expected  to  be  borne  by  them  without 
unduly  hindering  the  development  of  the 
country  and  of  its  principal  industry. 
We  consider  it  premature  at  the  present 
stage  to  fix  definitely  any  sum  as  the 
maximum  of  this  contribution.     But,  after 


the  termination  of  hostilities,  we  believe 
it  will  be  practicable  to  earmark  certain 
sources  of  revenue,  and  to  apply  them 
from  time  to  time  to  the  service  of  some 
portion  of  the  loans  raised  by  us  for  the 
war.  We  anticipate  that  these  specially 
indicated  sources  of  revenue  will  be 
sufficient  within  a  few  years  of  the  close 
of  the  war,  to  provide  for  the  annual 
charge  on  a  capital  sum  of  ^30,000,000 
in  the  first  instance.  Subsequent  addi- 
tions will  be  made  on  the  prospective 
increases  of  these  sources  of  revenue. 

Now,  it  has  been  suggested  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary 
and  myself  have  some  difference  of 
opinion  upon  this  matter.  Sir,  we  have 
a  little  difference  of  opinion.  I  think  the 
Colonial  Secretary  is  more  sanguine  and 
more  anxious  to  make  this  charge  upon 
the  Transvaal  perhaps  even  than  I  am ; 
and  yet  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that, 
having  repeatedly  stated  to  this  House 
that,  in  my  judgment,  such  portion  of 
the  cost  of  the  war  as  can  be  reasonably 
levied  on  the  Transvaal  should  be  levied, 
I  should  be  backward  in  doing  whatever 
may  be  possible.  But  I  have  stated  to 
the  Committee,  what  in  our  judgment, 
and  in  Lord  Milner's  judgment,  will  be 
perfectly  possible  before  very  long.  How 
soon  that  time  may  arrive  is  a  matter, 
of  course,  on  which  I  can  say  nothing 
today.  It  has  not  yet  arrived.  K  it 
had  arrived  I  might  be  proposing  to  the 
Committee  that  the  loan  which  I  now 
ask  you  to  sanction  should  be  raised  in  a 
different  way.  But  the  time  for  that  is 
not  yet  come ;  we  must  at  present  borrow 
on  our  own  credit  without  reference  to  the 
Transvaal.  I  can  only  say  that  I  hope 
the  Committee  will  feel  that  at  any  rate 
the  statement  I  have  made  does  not  bear 
out  the  lugubrious  views  of  the  hon. 
Member  as  to  the  present  position  of  the 
Transvaal,  or  as  to  its  future,  and  that 
they  will  be  convinced  that  what  we  can 
do  shall  be  done  to  carry  out  the  policy  I 
have  indicated. 

♦(5.26.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  : 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman  has  given  us  a 
very  pleasant  prospect,  and  I  think  he 
should  have  attempted  to  fix  the  time 
when  the  British  taxpayer  is  to  receive 
this  relief. 

♦  Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  It  is  difficult 
to  argue  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
because  he  has  always  said  the  British 
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taxpayer  would  never  get  it.      It  is  a  depends    upon    the     anticipation   that 

little   hard  to  ask   us   to  fix   the  time  the    Transvaal     shall     have      reached 

preciaely.  ;  its  own  development  by  these  immense 

liabilities— liabilities  of  development,   of 

*  Sir  WILLIAM   HARCOURT:    We  !  ^^,^  P^°  ^^  «f  ^'^'^^^H  ^^  T'^?^^^^^^ 

have  the  definite  promise  of  the  right  ^  ^^f^""   works-and  I  wish  1  was  as 

hon-  GenUeman.  and  perhaps  still  more  '  sapgume  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of 
definitely  the  promise   of  the  Colonial ,  *^'"^  *  n^^^  ^t  wit  hi  n  any  measurable 

Secrt^Ury,     that     we     are     to      have  f.^'^^  ^^0,00^^000  from  the  fran^^^^ 

£30,000.000.     It  would  have  been  agree-  ^^P^  '}  ,V^  ^^  f ^»  *V^  J'^'^^y  "V^  ^"^ 

*bk  tons  to  know  when  it  was  likely  J^ore  delighted  than  1  shaH  be.     If  you 

that  we  were  to  receive  that  £30,000,000  ^'^^"^  ^^  ^",  ^^^  S^'^^?  ^.^*°?«  which  are 

from  the  Transvaal  in  relief  of  the  foan  ;  P^^V^^^^/^^^y^^^^^^^^^^^^' ^"^^^^^ 

that  has  been   made,  because  we  have  S?'^«^  ^^^*°^«  ^^  "^^  advertisements 

had  a  very  encouraging  pledge  from  the  ^^  prospectuses    put   forward   in    order 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  when  ^^^^  ^^®I!  ^^^    ^  "'^^^   flotations  of 

the  time  comes,  we  hope-no  one  wishes  «^jnes     That   is  the    reason   for    these 

it  more  than  I   do-he  will  be  there  to  sp'^^did    plans    of     future    prospenty. 

redeem  thepledge  to  produce £3 0,000, 000  ?"^  ^^^^  ^9^  come  to  touch  them,  you 

irom  the  Transvaal  in  reduction,    say,  ^J^^  ^^^^  ^^^  P^^P^?  .^^  ^^^  ^""^^^^  ^* 

of  the  debt  which  is  being  raised  tonight  ^^^°^  have  no  disposition  to  carry  them 

-that  is,  £32,000,000.    That  he  under-  ^>*^-    J  ^'^f.^^s  I  am  not  as  sanguine  as 

takes,  as  far  as  he  can,  shall  be  met  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  he 

the  Transvaal.     I  should  like  very  much  ?"f^<^  ^?,^'^T''  ^''^^J^^l  ^^^"^  ^H° 

an  assurance  that  that  is  consistent  with  f  ^^^  ,,"  ^?  ^^  °^^^  ^/J^g^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

the  payment  of  compensation,  with  the  ^^°-  i;^i!5'^"'*''    ''    ""^^^    ^"^    produce 

restoration   of  the  ruined   condition   of    -^30,000,000 

the  Transvaal,  with  the  repatriation  of  -  ^      xr    ttt/^t-o  T^Tr^Anxr       t 

the  Boers  who  are  prisoners,  with  deal-  .*  ^rR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:     I  never 

ing  with  the  camps,  with  the  settlement  ^*°  ^*^^^* 

whch  is  to  turn  the   Transvaal  into  a  ^    . 

British  colony,  and  with   the  develops  *  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :   Or  m 

ment   of  the  country,   which  is  to  be  the  Budget  after  that— if  he  is  able  to  pr<v 

done  at  once.     That  is  not  the  language  ^^^^  i:30,000,000  for   this    purpose,   I 

oi  those  people  in  the  Transvaal  who  should  be  extremely  gratified.     This  is  a 

are  chiefly   concerned.     If  you  ask   the  matter  of  very  great  importance,  and  will 

gentlemen  who  are  producing  this  ^'old,  ^^^^  ^  ^  examined.    When  we  receive, 

they  say,  "Xo;    it  would  be  extremely  ^  «^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^y  telegram  m  the 

unfair;  it  would  be  extremely  impohtic  course  of  the  next  week,  the  expression 

to   do  anything    of    the    kind."     They  ^f  a  fervent  desire  on  the  part  of  the 

tty,    "  You   should   not    kill   the   goose  g^^  industry  to  close  with  this  estimate 

that    lays  the   golden  eggs.*'     But  the  ^^  ^^®  ^^^^  ^^^'  Gentleman,  then  we 

bird    is    not    a   goose    at    all.      It    is  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  happy. 

a  bird  of  a    very  diff'erent  description.  But  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calhng 

It  is  a  bird  rather  like  those  described  attention  to  a  matter  which  is  of  very 

by  Burke  when  he  called  the  Nabobs  of  great  conseijuence,  and  that  is  the  course 

India  in  the  old  days  '*  birds  of  passage  which  has  been  followed  in  the  last  three 

and  birds  of  prey."     That  is  the  bird  you  years  in  dealing  with  this  question  of 

have  to  deal  with,     lliere  are  mines,  as  taxation  and  loans — the  proportion  which 

we  know,  which  are  floated  not    to  be  the  taxation   has    borne   to    the   loans, 

worked  but  to  be  sold.     The  monev  made  We    are    constantly  assured    that    the 

out   of     these    mines   is    not    a    source  country      has      been      enthusiastic      in 

of    wealth.     It  has  been  what  is   called  regard    to    this   war,    and   that   it   has 

"milked."     Mines  haye  been  started  and  l)een  willing  to  make  great  sacrifices.   So 

they  have  been  sold,  and    most  of  their  it  has;  it  has  made  sacrifices  of  life  to  a 

f'ojectors      are       no     longer     in     the  terrible  de;:;ree.     But.  Sir,  there  has  been 

ransvaal      at       all.      Therefore,      the  no  war  waged,   I  believe,  in  which  the 

contingent  promise  of  this  £30,000,000  Government,    I    suppose    judging     the 
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temper  of  the  people,  has  ventured  to  ask 
such  small  sacrifices  of  the  generation 
who  have  made  the  war.  A  great 
responsibihty  belongs  to  the  genera- 
tion that  makes  a  war,  and  it  ought  to 
bear  itself  a  considerable  part  of  the 
burden,  and  to  be  verj  chary  of  throw- 
ing that  burden  upon  their  posterity, 
who  were  not  responsible  for  making  the 
war.  But  what  have  we  done  in  this 
case  ?  I  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man yesterday,  and  he  was  good  enough 
to  say  he  would  procure  me  the  exact 
figures.  I  cannot  give  the  amount  in 
cyphers,  but  the  proportion  is  obvious 
enough.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  last  year  that  up  to  that  time  all 
the  additional  taxation  that  had  been 
levied  was  exhausted  by  the  normal  ex- 
penditure. Consequently,  up  to  last 
year,  the  £12,000,000  voted  in  1900 
contributed  nothing  at  all  to  the  war; 
therefore,  in  all  that  debt  which  you 
were  raising  you  paid  nothing  towards 
this  war,  because  the  whole  of  the 
burden  falls  on  posterity.  The  borrow- 
ing at  that  time,  I  think,  amounted  to 
£62,000.000.  That  is  the  figure  which 
stands  in  the  Consolidated  Fund  Return. 
The  additional  taxation  was  estimated  at 
£12,000,000.  I  am  accurate  in  that 
figure,  I  know,  because  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  his  Budget  speech  last 
year,  in  speaking  of  the  termination  of  the 
war,  said  that  all  the  additional  taxation 
of  1 900  would  be  required  for  the  normal 
expenditure  if  the  war  came  to  an  end  in 
three  months.  Very  well.  Then  there  is 
the  money  that  has  been  spent  or  con- 
tributed in  additional  taxation  in  the 
year  just  concluded.  That,  I  suppose, 
includes  the  £12.000,000  additional  taxa- 
tion of  1900,  and  £11,000,000  estimated 
taxation  in  1901.  But  that  does  not 
make  more  than  between  £20,000,000 
and  £25,000,000  of  taxation,  without 
speaking  of  the  £5,000,000  you  are  now 
going  to  add.  Therefore,  unless  these 
figures  are  entirely  wrong,  it  comes  out 
at  something  like  £30,000,000  of  taxa 
tion  in  the  three  years. 

♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  More  than 
that ;  it  is  more  like  £35,000,000. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HAKCOURT:  I  knew 
I  had  not  the  exact  figures.  We  will 
say  about  £35,000,000  including  the 
£5,000,000  of  this  year. 

Sir  William  Harcourt, 


♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  No,  no. 

♦Sir  WILLLA.M  HARCOURT :  Then  I 
do  not  see  how  that  is  consistent  with  the 
statement  of  last  year  that  all  the 
additional  tieucation  had  been  absorbed  hy 
the  normal  expenditure. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  cannot 
trace  that  statement,  though  I  may  be 
wrong. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  am 
quite  sure  I  am  right  about  that.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  if  the 
war  came  to  an  end  there  would  be  no 
possibility  of  reducing  the  additional 
taxation,  because  it  was  all  wanted  for  the 
normal  expenditure. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  do  not 
think  I  said  that. 

♦Sir  WILLLA.M  HARCOURT  :  I  have 
not  the  speech  with  me  tonight,  but  it  is 
on  page  13.  [The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  handed  the  richt  hon.  Gentle- 
man a  copy  of  his  1901  Budget  speech.] 
Yes,  this  is  the  pamphlet  I  referred  to. 
Here  is  the  passage — 

'*  The  question  we  have  to  ask  ourselves  U — 
How  has  this  increased  expenditure  been 
provided  ?  It  has  been  provided  simply  by  the 
additional  taxation  imposed  last  year.  What 
was  that  additional  taxation  imposed  for?  It 
was  not  for  ordinary  expenditure,  but  for  war 
8er\'ices.  It  was  proposed  and  it  was  intended 
by  this  House  to  be  additional  taxation  for  war 
expenditure,  and  we  all  hoped  and  expected 
that  at  the  end  of  the  war  it  could  be  remitttd. 
But  since  then  our  ordinary  expenditure,  apart 
from  the  war,  has  enormously  increased,  and 
looking  at  the  way  in  which  the  increase  i» 
going  on,  supposins  the  war  came  to  an  end 
three  or  four  months  hence — {Opposition  cries 
of  **  Oh,  oh  !  *'] — well,  supposing  it  oame  to  an 
end  sooner  than  hon.  Members  opposite  expect, 
as  it  possibly  may,  our  ordinarv  expenditure 
would  not  permit  us  to  remit  the  additional 
taxation  which  was  imposed  for  war  purpotes 
last  year." 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  carrying  that 
farther  than  I  intended.  I  did  not  say 
that  our  ordinary  expenditure  swallowed 
up  the  whole  of  the  additional  taxation, 
but  that  the  additional  taxation  could 
not  all  be  remitted. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I  con- 
fess   I   find  it  difficult  to  extract  that 
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from  these  words.      I    had   not  quite  ^ 
finished  the  sentence — 

"Sapponng  it  came  to  an  end  .  .  .  oar 
ordinary  expoiditare  would  not  permit  us  to 
remit  the  aidditional  taxation  which  was  im- 
Doaad  for  war  purpoeee  laat  year,  and  which, 
let  me  remind  the  Committee,  included  an 
income  tax  of  no  leas  than  la  in  the  pound. 
I  hope  the  Committee  will  feel  that  I  am 
trying  to  plaoe  before  it  the  financial  situation 
irankly  and  fearlessly." 

♦Sib  M.  HIOKS  BEACH  :  We  are  dis- 
cussing this  matter  under  some  difficulty 
in  the  absence  of  figures.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  the  revenue  contri- 
buted to  the  cost  of  the  war  in  the 
year  to  which  I  was  then  alluding  was 
XI  5,500.000. 

♦Sib  WILUAM  HARCOURT  :  How- 
ever,  for  the  purposes  of  what  I  desire 
to  say,  it  does  not  matter  whether  it 
i5  £30,000,000  or  £35,000,000.  I  thmk 
I  am  right  in  saying  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  yesterday  that  the 
money  raised  by  loans  up  to  this  time 
had  been  £119,000,000. 

♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Yes ;  it  is 
rather  more. 

♦Sm  WHXIAM  HARCOURT :  We  are  , 
going  to  raise  now  £32,000,000.     We  will  \ 
can  the   total    £150,000,000.      In   that 
ease,  if  the  money  raised  by  taxation  is  | 
between  £30,000,000  and  £40,000,000,  : 
what  does  it  mean  1    It  means  that  the 
.amount  you  have  raised  by  taxation  for 
this  war,  for  which  you  are  so  enthusi- 
agtic,  and  for  which  you  are  ready  to 
make  such  sacrifices,  is  about  one-fifth 
of  the  whole.  | 

♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  It  is  more  . 
than  that.     I  gave  the  figures  showing  ' 
how  much  of  the  total  expenditure  had  | 
been  raised  by  loan  and   how  much  by 
taxation  up  to  the  end  of  March  last. 
The  amount   raised   by    loans    is   over 
£119,600,000,  and  by  taxation  a  little! 
under  £45,500,000.  ; 

♦Mb,   McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.)  :  In- 1 
eluding  the  suspension  of  the  Sinking 
Fund    and    realised    surpluses,     which 
amounted  to  over  £18,000,000, 

♦Sm  WILUAM  HARCOURT  :  I  do 
not  accept  at  all  the  suspension  of  the 


Sinking  Funds,  as  additional  taxation 
for  war  purposes.  It  is  simply  an  aggrava- 
tion of  the  debt  by  destrojring  the  Fund 
which  was  set  apart  to  discharge  it.  It 
is  not  an  addition  to,  but  a  (Uscontinu- 
ance  of,  taxation.  I  think  there  must  be 
some  fundamental  error  there.  I  will 
take  what  really  are  the  taxes  lened  for 
the  war.  That  is  the  only  test  I  apply. 
I  say  that  in  round  numbers  the  amount 
is  about  £30,000,000.  What  has  been 
the  practice  in  former  times  when  the 
country  was  much  less  rich  and  popu- 
lous 1  It  is  supposed  that  we  are  all 
enthusiastic  and  ready  to  make  the 
greatest  sacrifices.  I  assume  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  willing  to 
impose  as  much  taxation  as  he  thought 
the  country  was  fit  to  bear.  In  his 
first  speech,  where  he  laid  down  admir- 
able principles  of  taxation,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  country  how  ready  it 
ought  to  be  to  accept  the  taxes  which 
he  then  proposed,  he  referred  to  the 
precedents  of  former  times.  He  referred 
to  the  great  war  waged  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
he  pointed  out  how  at  that  time  when 
the  population  was  not  half  what  it  is 
now  and  when  its  wealth  was  incompar- 
ably less,  the  country  cheerfully  accepted 
an  income-tax  of  2s.  in  the  pound,  how 
there  was  taxation  on  every  conceivable 
thing,  and  how  there  was  contribute<l  to 
the  cost  of  that  war  £391,000,000  in  13 
years.  What  is  the  proportion  con- 
tributed by  this  great  and  wealthy 
country  compared  with  the  sacrifices  that 
we  made  at  that  time  ?  But  let  us 
come  down  to  later  times  which  I 
remember  myself.  The  Crimean  War, 
which  he  also  quoted  as  an  example  of 
the  way  in  which  this  country  ought  to 
be  prepared  to  act,  cost  £70,000,000. 
He  stated  that  the  larger  proportion  of 
that  £70,000,000  was  raised  by  taxation 
and  not  by  loan.  Therefore,  half  a 
century  ago,  when  the  country  was  much 
poorer  than  it  is  now,  the  taxpayer  was 
prepared  to  pay  more  than  half  the  cost 
of  a  contemporary  war.  We  degenerate 
people,  enthusiastic  and  patriotic  as  we 
are,  are  asked  to  contribute  one-fifth — 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  figures 
were  taken  it  might  be  one  cjuarttT — of 
the  expense  of  the  war. 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  does  not 
show  much  financial  courage — I  will  not 
say  on  the  part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheciuer,  for  I  have  no  doubt   he  asks 
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for  all  he  thinks  he  can  get  and  all  he 
thinks    the    people     will     pay.         You 
are    going    to    throw     upon     posterity, 
including  the  Vote  we  are  about  to  give 
tonight,    £150,000,000.      I  know  there 
are  some  people  who  think  that  when  we 
appropriate  whole  sections  of  a  continent 
we  are  giving  them  something  which  will 
be  to  them  of  enormous  pecuniary  advan- 
tage.   That  is  not  so.    It  may  turn  out  to 
be  a  soiu'ce  not  of  wealth,  but  of  great  ex- 
penditure.     I  have  seen  in  this  country, 
myself,   great  families  and    great  land- 
owners who,  not  satisfied  with  their  ancient 
and  noble  hereditary  estates,  would  not 
rest     until     they     had      acquired      the 
property    of    everybody    around    them. 
They  borrowed  money  at  great  interest 
in  order  to  effect  those  purchases.     They 
mortgaged    the    old    hereditary    estate, 
and  when  they  had   effected    a    great 
expansion,    the     family      was     ruined 
by  that  policy.    It  is  possible  that  that 
may  be   done  by  States  as  well  as   by 
individuak.      There    may     be    a    limit 
beyond  which  enormous  acquisitions  of 
territory  will  not  add  to  your  strength. 
It  is  said  that  we  are  going  to  send  out 
people  to  populate  these  enormous  coun- 
tries— countries    three    or    four    times 
bigger  than    our  own.      I   am  not  so 
extremely   anxious   to    send    out   from 
this  country  the  best  among  our  popula- 
tion.    I   alluded   last   night  to  a   plan, 
sketched  out  by  Mr.  Rhodes,  of  settling 
2,000    people  at  a  cost  of    £8,000,000 
in    the    Transvaal.     If    £8,000,000    oj 
money   are  to  be  spent  upon    settUng 
cultivators  upon  the  soil,  I  should  like 
to  spend  it  at  home.    We  hear  of  the 
exodus  of  the  rural  population.     Eight 
millions  of  money  might  do  something 
towards  keeping  the  labourer  oi^  the  land. 
In  connection  with  these  enterprises 
for  the  purpose  of  expansion,  our  atten- 
tion is  (frawn  to  other  cases.    We  point 
with    pride   to    the    administration    of 
Egypt  by  Lord  Cromer.     [Hear,  hear !] 
Yes,  but  the  conditions  of  Egypt  are 
very  different,  and  so  are  the  conditions 
that   you  have  to  deal  with  in  India, 
where     we     occupy     a     country,     the 
population    of    which    are    accustomed 
to    labour   and  accustomed   to  govern- 
ment.     There   you    may   do  a     great 
deal      But  where  you  go  and  occupy, 
as      we      are       occupying        in     vast 
regions      of      Africa,        great      tracts 
which  have  no  population  except  savage 

Sir  William  HaramrU 


Eeople,  where  the  white  man  cannot 
ibour  and  the  black  man  will  not  work, 
there  the  notion  that  investing  lar^e 
sums  of  money  is  going  to  be  a  profitable 
investment  for  posterity  is,  I  think,  open 
to  question.  I  think  it  is  a  very  gerious 
responsibility  that  we  undertake  when  w«* 
burden  posterity  To  a  certain  extent 
this  war  is  one  which  I  do  not  say  could 
have  been  avoided ;  but  it  has  not  been 
avoided ;  and  when  this  war  expenditure 
is  forced  upon  us  I  regret  that  we  should 
not  have  shown  a  disposition  to  make 
greater  sacrifices  ourselves  before  casting 
so  heavy  a  burden  on  posterity.  I 
believe  that  before  you  place  these  new- 
territories  and  these  new  colonies  in  a 
prosi>erous  condition — in  that  sort  of 
condition  and  development  which  a  great 
nation  like  England  ought  to  expect  in 
the  new  territories  it  acquires — you  will 
involve  yourselves  in  far  greater  future 
expenditure  and  greater  loans. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  hinted  at 
guaranteed  Transvaal  loans.  When  you 
begin  the  practice  of  guaranteeing  loans 
of  this  description  you  are  entering  upon 
financial  obligations  of  the  most  perilous 
character.  They  are  nothing  less  than 
land  speculations  and  reclamation  schemes, 
and  anybody  knows  that  if  there  is  one 
thing  more  niinous  than  another  it  is  a 
reclamation  scheme.  But  this  is  to  be  a 
reclamation  of  continents.  I  heard  with 
great  admiration  and  satisfaction  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham 
last  night,  to  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  paid  the  tribute  which 
was  due  to  it.  He  cast  his  view  a 
little  forward,  and  drew  attention  to  the 
dangers  in  which  this  country  may 
be  mvolved  when  it  enters  upon  un- 
limited expenditure  and  unlimited  loans. 
I  confess  I  regard  with  some  apprehen- 
sion and  with  great  regret  that  we 
should  today  be  completing  loans  for 
£150,000,000.     I  fear  that  we  are  not  by 

any  means  at  the  end  of  the  loans  which 
will  follow  when  this  war  is  over.  I 
know  that  there  is  no  manner  of  use  in 
endeavouring  to  oppose  the  loan  and  I 
do  not  oppose  it,  but  I  think  it  right  at 
all  events  to  state  the  dangers  which 
seem  to  me  to  exist.  This  tale  of  ex- 
penditure, and  that  which  lies  behind  it» 
ought  to  be  a  warning  to  us  not  to  be  too 
ambitious  to  extend  the  great  liabilities 
which  we  have  already  incurred. 
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(6.3.)  JiR.COHEN  (Islington,  R)  said  he  ♦(6.11.)  Mr.  McCRAE  said  the  hon. 
had  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  Member  who  had  just  sat  down  was 
agreed  almost  invariably  with  the  canons  evidently  of  a  trustful  disposition.  If 
laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  ^  he  expected  £60,000,000  to  be  paid 
but  he  had  made  one  statement  which  |  off  from  the  resources  of  the  Transvaal 
seemed  to  him  so  extraordinary  that  he  1  he  was  very  much  more  sanguine  than 
could  not  understand  how  it  could  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The- 
emanate  from  such  an  authority.  '  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  repljrin^  to 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  !  ^he  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  had  not 
to  the  necessity  of  making  the  present '  given  anv  reasons  at  all  to  the  House 
generation  bear  a  fair  share  of  the  ^^Y  ^^^^  1^^"  had  taken  the  form  it  had 
coet  of  the  war,  and  joined  issue  t»ken.  He  thought  the  Chancellor  of 
across  the  Uble  with  the  Chancellor '  ^^^  Exchequer  had  taken  a  wise  course 
of  the  Exchequer  in   regard  to  the  ar-    ^"   issuing  Consols,  but  the  House  was^ 


rangements  which  were  proposed.     The 
Sinking  Fund  must   be  suspended  the 


entitled  to  hear  the  reasons  for  the  form, 
which  the  loan  was  to  take,  and  also  as- 
to  the  amount  of  the  loan.     No  doubt  a 


moment  the  country  went  to  war;   but    ,^       .""T^^i^^^  J     ^  "^  '''''*,* 

to  exclude  from  the  amount  paid  by  the  '  ^^"  ^^  ^32,000,000  nowadays  was  taken 

existing  generation  the  sum  liberated  by  I  2'^  ."""'^u^rt        u""        '^"''^'  "f  ^ 
that  trniiDorarv  susnension  was   with  aU  I  ^^^^''^^^^^  ^^^  ChanceUor  was  somewhat 
If  4,     Zx.      -1.4.1.       n     4,^  '  reluctant   to  make  a  statement  on  the 

deference  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman      ^^^^^^       jj^  ^j^      j^^  ^^^^   ^ 

opposite,  scarcely  an  accurate  representa-  j^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^f  ^  ^^^  ^^^^. 
tion  of  what  was  being  done  He  hunself  ^  compkin  of  this  Star  Chamber  method 
would  have  been  glad  had  his  right  hon. .  ^£  3^^  ^^^  ^  1^^  ^^  £32,000,000. 
friend  raised  more  by  loan  and  less  by    ^hat  justification    had  the    Chancellor 


taxation.    He  believed  it  would  be  a  long 


of  the  Exchequer  for  asking  this  sum  1 


time  before  the  sugar  and  coal  taxes  and  ,  xhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his 
the  excellent  corn  tax  were  repealed,  and  |  speech  yesterday  made  merry  over  those 
he  hoped  that  when  the  war  had  ceased  i  who  had  prophesied  that  they  should 
they  would  contribute  to  the  formation  |  have  an  Autumn  session  last  year  to  vote 
of  gorpluses  of  income  over  expenditure,  |  further  supplies  on  account  of  the  war.  He 
which  would  resolutely  be  appUed  to  the  |  was  not  one  of  those  who  thus  prophesied^ 
extinction  of  the  Debt.  He  asked  the  |  He  had  occasion  to  speak  in  the  country, 
C'Ommittee  to  remember  that  immense  \  and  he  pointed  out  over  and  over  again 
blocks  of  Debt  were  liable  to  be  paid  that  the  Chancellor  had  means  at  his 
off  within  a  shorter  time  than  even  I  command  without  coming  to  the  House  of 
the  most  optimistic  could  have  hoped  |  Commons  for  further  supplies.  But  why 
to  see  them  liquidated.  We  had  were  those  prophecies  made  by  those  who- 
£10,000,000  of  Exchequer  bonds  matur-  made  them?  They  believed,  in  their 
ing  next  year;  £14,000,000  in  1905 ;i  simple  innocence,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
and  £30,000,000  of  war  loan  at  2f  per  ■  the  Exchequer  would  meet  the  expendi- 
cent  in  April  1910.  He  hoped  all  these  '  ture  on  the  war  from  the  money  that  had 
bonds  would  be  paid  off  at  maturity  from  i  been  voted  by  the  House  for  the  prosecu- 
the  contributions  to  be  raised  from  the  i  tion  of  the  war.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Kiver  Colonies,  j  man  met  the  expenses  of  the  year  by 
If  that  was  done,  then,  with  the  taxation  '  swalloMring  up  all  the  money  that  had 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  i  been  voted  for  terminal  charges  at  the 
imposed,  and  which  he  hoped  would  be  end  of  the  war  for  transport  and  gratu- 
maintained,  he  believed  we  would  be  able  to  ities;  and  in  addition  to  that,  he  had 
resume  the  Sinking  Fimd,  and  to  repay  trenched  on  the  margin  of  £19,000,000 
our   Debt  in    the   rapid    and   creditable  |  ^  such  an  extent  that  at  the  end  of  the 

manner  which  had  been  going  on  during   Y?^^  \^^J^  J^»«„  «^^y   £4  000,000    left. 

^,      ,^x  ij*.        irHe  asked   the   House   to  bear  with  him 

the  hist  few  years      He  was  strongly  of    ^^.,^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^    ^^^^^^       ^^.^^  ^^ 

opinion  that  we  should  never,  as  we  did  expenditure  in  connection  with  the  war 
in  1898,  relieve  taxation  at  the  expense  and  the  proposal  of  the  Chancellor  of 
of  the  Debt,  just  as  at  the  present  I  the  Kxchequer  to  raise  £32,000,000  by 
moment  he  was  not  desirous  of  relieving  way  of  loan.  In  his  statement  yesterday 
the  Debt  at  the  expense  of  taxation.  j  the  right  boa  Gentleman  gave  the  total 
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expenditure  on  the  war  up  to  the  end  of  the 
last  financial  year  at  £165,000,000,  and 
he  pointed  out  that  that  sum  had  been 
met  by  way  of  borrowing  to  the  extent 
of  £120,000,000,  £45,000,000  being 
raised  by  taxation.  But  of  that 
£45,000,000,  only  £26,700,000  had  been 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  war. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  How  was 
the  balance  raised  1 

*Mr.  McCRAE  said  he  was  going  to 
tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  If  he 
might  say  so,  with  all  respect,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  seem  to 
Ije  acquainted  with  the  figures  in  his 
own  Return.  In  this  Return,  which  was 
granted  on  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Poplar,  it  was  distinctly 
stated  that  £18,500,000  was  provided, 
£9,000,000  by  the  suspension  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  and  £9,000,000  or 
£9,500,000  from  realised  surpluses. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  It  was 
raised  by  taxation,  but  I  agree  that  it 
was  not  raised  by  additional  taxation. 

♦Mr.  McCRAE  :  It  was  raised  by 
taxation  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
reducing  the  Debt  so  far  as  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  was  concerned ;  and  so  far 
as  the  realised  surpluses  were  concerned, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  very 
well  that  those  would  have  been  applied 
to  the  reduction  of  capital  expenditure 
had  it  not  been  for  the  war.  It  was  no 
argument  to  say  that  the  whole  of  the 
£45,000,000  had  been  raised  by  taxation, 
because  they  were  not  reducing  the  old 
debt,  which  would  otherwise  have  been 
reduced  to  the  amount  of  £18,500,000. 
He  would  go  further,  the  estimate  for 
the  present  year  was  £58.500,000  for 
war  purposes.  He  would  drop  the 
£500,000,  because  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  said  that  that  was  appHc- 
able  to  the  relief  that  might  be  given  to 

he'  sugar-growing  colonies. 

♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  put  the 
amount  at  £250,000  at  the  outside. 

♦Mr.  McCRAE  said  he  would  take  the 
total  for  war  purposes  at  £58,000,000, 
which,  when  added  to  the  £165,000,000 
already  devoted  to  war  expenditure,  gave 
a  total  of  £223,000,000.     He  would  even 

Mr.  McCrae, 


deduct  from  that the£5,000, 000  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  was  applic- 
able to  China,  and  therefore  they  had  the 
actual  and  the  estimated  expenditure  for 
the  war  in  South  Africa  amounting  to 
£218,000,000.    If  that  was  so,  it  meant 
that  they  had,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 
shire  had  pointed  out,  an  outstanding 
debt  of  £120,000,000,  together  with  the 
£32,000,000     which     the     right     hon. 
Gentleman  was  asking  powers  to  borrow, 
which  would  make  up  an  outstanding  debt 
for  war  purposes  of  £152,000,000.  There- 
fore there  was  a  balance  of  £66,000,000 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  pre- 
pared to  raise  by  taxation  and  otherwise. 
He     had    already    pointed     out     how 
£45,000,000  of  that  amount  had  been 
raised.      The  same  principle  was  to  be 
adopted  this  year.      The  Sinking  Fund 
was   to  be  suspended  and  the   surplus 
of  last  year  applied  in  reduction. 

Taking  the  taxation  that  was  to  be 
put  on  this  year,  including  the  old 
taxation,  and  the  additional  £5,150,000, 
and  adding  them  to  the  £26,700,000, 
the  sum  raised  by  taxation  for  the 
war  in  South  Africa  amounted  to 
£45,000,000,  or  at  the  very  outside  one 
fourth  of  the  total  expenditure  upon  the 
war.  He  remembered  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  came  down  to  the 
House,  and  told  them  at  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  how  during  the 
Crimean  War  this  country,  with 
resources  not  nearly  so  large  as  they 
were  today,  paid  over  one  half  of  the 
cost  of  that  war  out  of  taxation.  There- 
fore, the  proportion  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  paying  out  of  taxation 
was  a  small  proportion,  not  at  all 
commensurate  with  the  proportion  which 
ought  to  be  put  upon  those  who 
incurred  the  expenditure.  Then  there 
was  another  point :  Was  the  estimated 
expenditure  for  the  current  year  in 
South  Africa  suflScient  1  He  pointed 
out  last  year  that  it  was  only  sufficient 
because  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
trenched  upon  the  money  that  was  to 
pay  for  the  terminal  charges  at  the  end 
of  the  war.  The  estimated  expenditure 
last  year  was  £58,230,000. 

♦Sir   M.     HICKS      BEACH:      That 
included  China. 
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♦Mr.  McCRAE:  But  excluded  the 
charge  for  Interest  on  War  debt,  and  he 
thought  the  House  was  entitled  to  know 
what  amount  there  was  in  last  year's  Esti- 
mate  on  account  of  terminal  charges, 


him,  and  he  would  not  be  there  when 
the  bills  came  to  be  paid.  It  meant 
that  the  capital  liability  of  the  nation 
was  increasing  to  an  enormous  amount. 
They  heard  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 


transport,  gratuities,  etc.  He  had  calcu-  Exchequer  that  the  National  Debt 
lated  it  at  £25,000,000,  and  it  meant  that '  amounted  to  £768,000,000  at  the  close 
if  this  war  was  not  brought  to  a  speedy  of  the  last  financial  year.  If  the  present 
conclusion,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  [  loan  asked  for  of  £32,000,000  was  added, 
Elxchequerwasallowed  to  devote  the  money  then  the  National  Debt  of  this  country 
Toted  last  year  for  terminal  charges  to    would  be  £800,000,000  sterling.     When 


other  expenses,  he  had  under-estimated 


did   the   National    Debt   stand  at  that 


the  expenditure  to  be  incurred  by  ,  figure  before?  They  had  to  go  back 
£25,000,000  sterling,  and  that  ought  to  to  the  year  1870,  when  the  National 
betaken  into  account  in  discussing  the  Debt  stood  at  £801,000,000.  The  right 
question  before  them.  That  meant  that  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  been  discharging 
the  expenditure  this  year,  instead  of  his  duty  to  the  country  by  the  way  in 
being  £58,500,000,  should  have  been  which  he  had  faced  this  expenditure, 
nearer  £80,000,000  sterling.  Every  year  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been 
since  the  war  began  the  Chancellor  of  the  studying  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Gladstone, 
Exchequer  had  largely  under  -  estimated  j  and  he  quoted  him  in  his  Budget  speech 
the  expenditure  thatwould  be  necessary  to  yesterday,  and  in  his  Budget  statement 
meet  the  war  charges,  and  he  should  not  last  year.  There  was,  however,  one 
be  surprised  if,  in  the  present  instance,  the  quotation  from  one  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
estimated  expenditure  would  be  found  speeches,  which  he  commended  to  the 
to  be  insufficient.  He  made  bold  to  say  '  notice  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  quer,  delivered  in  1879,  in  which  Mr. 
was    not  carrying  out    the    principles    Gladstone  said — 

which  he  had  himself  laid  down  in  con-  *«  We  are  not  fond  of  Uxation,  but  we  are 
nection  with  this  war.  Upon  making  his  ^^^^  ^^  '^i» — w®  '"^  fond  of  financial  honesty. 
Budget  sUtement  last  year  the  right  '  W®  are  fond  of  squaring  the  account,  and  no 
•        'J^^   ,i  .J  -^  ^*       i  nation  in  our  judgment  is  nnancially  honest 

Hon  trentleman  said—  ;  ^hich  does  not  use  its  best  exertions  to  square 

*•  I  never  will  be  responsible  for  the  faUl    the  account." 

5?i!2'«^'J!?r°?  ^K*    '"^  "^^  *"'  S^  "^  """"l '  He  unhesiUtingly  stated  that  the  policy 

of  loans  without  charging  a  reasonable  amount  •    r  -.i.  *  r>^         n        r  ^v    t.     l*^ 

to  the  taxpayers  of  the  &j  "  I  ^^  ^"®  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Having  regard  to  the  large  expendi- j ''*'  not  one  of  "squaring  the  account." 
ture    which    was    to    be    incurred,    he ! 

thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  •  *(6.30.)  Mr.  CLAUDE  LOWTHER 
not  charging  a  reasonable  proportion  '  (Cumberland,  Eskdale)  shared  the  regret 
to  the  taxpayers  of  the  day.  Why  ^^^  ^^^  amount  was  not  to  be  raised  by 
should  he  be  afraid  to  do  so,  if  this  war  ]  »  Transvaal  loan  with  an  Imperial 
was  so  popular  as  they  were  told  it  was  1  guarantee.  The  future  wealth  of  the 
He  thought  there  had  been  a  slackening  Transvaal  was  a  subject  as  to  which  he 
in  the  enthusiasm  on  behalf  of  the  war  I  had  acquired  information  from  the 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  and  '  cleverest  financiers  both  in  England  and 
he  was  afraid  that  the  country  was  South  Africa,  where  he  had  lived  for 
banning  to  realise  that  the  poUcy  of  some  years.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  present  Government  had  been  one  j  ^^^  Transvaal  of  ten  years  hence  would 
of  rashness  in  entering  into  hostilities,  i  differ  as  much  from  the  Transvaal  of  to- 
and  of  postponement  in  paying  the  bills.  !  ^7  as  did  the  Transvaal  of  fourteen 
This  Government  would  be  remembered  years  ago.  In  1884  the  revenue  of  the 
as  one  which  warred  in  haste,  and  |  country  was  £200,000  ;  in  1898,  includ- 
rcpented  and  intended  to  pay  at  leisure.  '  ^°S  ^^®  ^^^^  ^^^^^'  ^^^  revenue  was 
WLat  did  all  this  poet  neme  t  f '  ^^»^^'^^^-  These  two  States,  at  the 
1-  1  1  •*•      1     J  ^    «     T        P"      ^  ,  close  of  hostilities,  could  not  entirely  pav 

habihties  lead  to  ?     It  meant  that  the   ^^e  interest  on  a  loan  of  X32,000,00(), 
right   hon.    Gentleman    was    going    to    but   when  the   revenue  augmented  by 
leave  a  legacy  to  those  who  came  after ,'  leaps  and  bounds  they  would  be  able  to 
VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Series.]  M 


323 


Ways  and  Means — 


{COMMONS} 


The  Budget. 


324 


take  a  considerable  part,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  the  war  loan.  Whether  the  revenue 
would  develop  so  as  to  realise  the  golden 
dream  referred  to,  he  could  not  say; 
but  if  they  attached  importance  to  the 
opinions  of  those  best  qualified  to  'judge, 
or  gave  credence  to  the  speeches  of  min- 
ing leaders,  the  Transvaal  had  a  magnifi- 
cent future  in  store.  The  most  important 
of  its  present  resources,  the  motive  power 
of  its  industrial  life,  was  the  gold  mining 
industry.  It  seemed  to  him  extra- 
ordinary that  the  capabilities  of  this 
industry  were  ignored  in  this  House, 
for  otherwise  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  to  speak,  as  he  did  last  session, 
of  the  Transvaal  as  a  bankrupt  State 
utterly  incapable  of  contributing  one 
penny  to  the  cost  of  the  war.  There 
were  £2,500,000,000  worth  of  gold  in 
the  Witwatersrand  alone.  This  amount 
was  calculated  in  two  periods  of  thirty- five 
years  each.  The  output  for  the  first 
thirty-five  years  was  as  much  as  anything 
in  nature  could  be  assured,  as  the  amount 
of  gold  left  owing  to  the  equal  dissemi- 
nation of  the  ore  could  be  reckoned 
with  almost  mathematical  accuracy. 

Then,  other  industries  should  be  taken 
into  account.  There  was  the  coal  in- 
dustry, which  would  do  a  ^reat  deal  to 
develop  the  country.  In  the  Transvaal 
there  were  60,000,000,000  tons  of  a  very 
high  quality  of  coal.  The  coal  between 
Middle  berg  and  Ermelo  was  very  nearlv 
equal  in  quality  to  the  best  Welsh  coal. 
The  industry  had  been  crippled  by  the 
most  corrupt  Government  in  the  world, 
exportation  had  been  crippled  by  the 
scarcity  of  railroads,  and  excessive  freights 
of  those  in  existence,  but  under  good  and 
enUghtened  government  we  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Transvaal 
would  become  in  the  future  the  great 
market  of  the  shipping  trade  of 
the  Southern  IlemiBphere.  He  did 
not  wish  to  weary  the  House,  and  there- 
fore would  neither  discuss  the  various 
minerals,  especially  iron,  with  which  the 
country  abounded,  nor  the  agricultural 
fertility  of  the  soil,  which  he  could  tell 
them,  from  his  own  experience,  would, 
with  a  sound  system,  make  the 
Transvaal  self-supporting,  even  when 
denuded  of  her  minerals.  That  was  the 
real  wealthof  South  Africa,and  during  the 
next  decade,  what  issues  might  not  be 

Mr,  Claude  Lowther, 


expected  from  such  a  policy  1  Mining 
companies  would  spring  up,  markets  for 
agricultural  produce  be  created  all  over 
the  country,  until  what  waa  now  a  wilder- 
ness would  be  converted  into  a  diBtrict 
of  prosperous  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural life.  Was  it  too  much  to  ask  the 
Government  to  lay  down  a  policy  which 
should  provide,  when  that  day  of 
prosperity  had  come,  not  indeed  that 
the  British  people  should  profit  from 
it,  but  that  they  should  be  repaid 
the  cost  of  their  outlay  on  the 
war?  The  right  hon.  (Gentleman  had 
not  mentioned  the  sum  which  the 
Transvaal  was  to  pay :  he  had  not  men- 
tioned any  sum. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  carefully 
abstained  from  mentioning  any  sum, 
for  the  precise  reasons  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  just  stated. 

♦Mr.  CLAUDE  LOWTHER  expressed 
his  gratification  at  the  course  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  proposed  to 
pursue.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  see  that  South  Africa  was 
a  coimtry  of  such  potentiaUties  that  he 
would  be  able  to  charge,  a  very  great 
part,  if  not  the  entire  sum  to  her. 
But  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in- 
tended in  the  near  future  to  state  a 
sum — a  sum  which  it  was  to  bo  hoped 
would  be  a  large  proportion  of  the  total — 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentlemn  wished  to 
see  the  revenue  of  the  Transvaal  accumu- 
late to  such  a  sum  that  it  would  not 
only  pay  its  civil  and  military  expendi- 
ture, but  would  be  able  to  pay  in- 
terest on  and  provide  a  sinking  fund 
for,  say,  £150,000,000,  then  a  general 
readjustment  of  taxation  was  necessary. 

He  had  no  intention  of  going  into 
details  with  regard  to  general  taxa- 
tion of  these  States,  but  he  wished  to 
say  a  few  words  with  regard  to 
the  taxation  of  one  industry  in  par- 
ticular, and  about  the  lenient  way 
in  which  the  Government  had  been 
advised  to  tax  it.  He  referred  to 
the  gold  industry.  The  mining  mag- 
nates never  lost  an  opportunity  of 
shewing  this  country  what  advantages 
could  be  derived  by  taxing  every  other 
branch  of  trade,  every  other  form  of 
industry  except  the  mines.  But  they 
were      extremely     modest     where    the 
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mines  were  concerned.    No  doubt  they    He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  corner 
felt    extreme  delicacy  in  flaunting  the   of  the  civilised  world,  unless  it  were  the 


wealth  of  their  own  possessions  in  the 
face  of  an  impoverished  nation.    What 


House  of   Commons,   where  something 
was  not  known  of  the  prodigious  oapa- 


did  Sir  David  Barbour  propose  1  He  |  bilities  of  the  South  African  gold  fields. 
proposed  the  abolition  of  nearly  all  the  He,  of  course,  knew  that  this  40  per 
indirect  taxation  bearing  on  the  mines.  ;  cent,  tax,  to  those  who  were  not  versed 
That  was  a  reform  in  the  right  direc-  i  in  the  taxation  of  gold  mines,  would 
tion,  as  the  incidence  of  taxation  should  seem  big,  but  it  was  not  exorbitant  or 
fall  on  result  and  not  effort,  and  such  I  even  out  of  the  common.  He  had 
a  reform  would  enable  lower  grade '  already  told  the  House  that  the 
mines  to  be  profitably  worked.  He  |  neighbouring  Government  of  Rhodesia 
wished  to  especially  point  out  to  the  i  levied  a  tax  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  profits. 
House  that  it  was  an  acknowledged  fact  <  The  Ohinese  Government  had  lately  con- 
that  these  reforms,  calculated  on  the  eluded  their  mining  regulations,  ana  they 
amount  of  ore  crushed  in  1898,  would  had  established  a  10  per  cent  tax  on  the 
mean  a  saving  to  the  mines  of  £4,000,000  |  gross,  which  amoimted  to  some  30  per 
a  year.  That  was  not  disputed  ;  the  \  cent,  on  the  profits,  and  moreover,  par- 
mine  owners  admitted  that  if  this  ticipated  to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent,  in 
reform  which  Sir  David  Barbour  ad-  the  profits.  That  had  not  prevented 
vocated  were  carried  out,  it  would  be  i  every  nation  in  Europe  from  tumbUne 
a  saving  to  the  mines  of  £4,000,000,  '.  over  one  another  in  the  race  to  obtain 
and  having    benefited  the    industry  to  i  concessions. 

thiB  extent  Sir  David  Barbour  ad-:  The  contentions  of  the  mining  mag- 
vued  the  Government  that  the  ^^  ^^„  absurd.  They  lid  no 
mmes   would    be    in    a     position    to  ,  intention  of  leaving  the  country.   What 

L*    f      ,aoa    P!^  *'*''*•,  j*"^****  I  had  been  their  attitude  during  the  war? 
orofita.      In    1898    that    would    have  .  ^^j^^  ^j,^  ^^^  ^j^^  ^^^     ^^^  ^^^^  „£ 

brought  m  hdf  a  million  a  year.  In  ^j^^  ^j^^,^  ^^^^  y^^  ^^  ^vetted 
other  words  Sir  David  Barbour  saved  ^^  ^^e  battlefield  of  South  Africa, 
the  mines  £3.500.W)0  a  year.  But  i  ^^e  eye  and  brain  of  these  gentlemen 
this  wving  were  effected,  he  coidd  teU  ,  j^^j  ^een  concentrated  on  its  |old  fields, 
the  House  that  the  mines  could  bear  jy^^  ^^e  last  three  years  they  had 
a   tax  of   40  per  cent,  on  the  profits.  ,  ^^  tg^j^  ^^  j^  J  ^  ^f  ^^^ 

^  7onAn^r^n  '°^''«*"Vr^®l^:iTni««^aal.  who  had  bought  up  at 
mean  £2,000.000  a  year.  The  right '  cubbish  prices  every  available  claim, 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had  spoken  ^y^h  they  would  doubtless  seU  at 
of  kiUing  the  goose  that  laid  the  enormous  profits  on  the  English  market, 
golden  eggs ;  on  the  contrary,  they  were  Que  other  point.  He  had  heard  that 
fattenmg    the  bird.    The    only  danger   ^ft„  ^yg  ^„  j^j  ^^^  t,,^      y      „f 

was  that  It  might  die  of  violent  indig^-  t^ig  country  was  to  be  one  of  ^eat 
tion,  because  he  only  asked  for  half  the  ( i<^„;o««„  ^^a  ^^ry^r^r^aU^ .  i,^  •.^^oJl,.ii« 
£4.000.000  saved  by  k  David  Barbour's  ;  'Z^,  ^^  S^'^tiu^L  G"fi 

^^^^  I  expended  on  the  enemy  and  too  little 

Then  there  was  the  cry  that  capital '  on  our  fellow  subjects,  if  we  were  to 
would  be  driven  away  •if  the  mines  pursue  a  policy  of  leniency  and  great 
were  taxed,  but  that  was  a  cry  which  generosity,  then,  he  said,  it  was  to  the 
occurred  on  the  introduction  of  all  i  Boers,  to  the  rural  and  the  agricultural 
new  taxation.  Capital  driven  away  :  1  population,  that  we  should  show  this 
Why,  was  it  likely,  with  every  bourse  j  leniency.  It  was  to  an  enemy  whose 
in  Europe  on  the  ya/  vive  to  share  in  the  bravery  we  all  admired,  and  whose 
enormousprofitsof  the  industry.  But,8up-  generosity  we  had  had  reason  to 
posethesetimid  gentlemen  packed  up  their  appreciate  that  we  should  display 
goods  and  chattels  and  went  away,  what  generosity.  Did  anybody  imagine  for 
would  happen  ?  They  would  be  replaced  a  moment  that  the  good  feelinfi:  we 
by  capitalists  from  all  parts  of  the  world  ; '  wished  to  see  established  between 
for,  in  his  opinion,  this  war  had  been  a  Briton  and  Boer  would  be  assisted  by 
magnificent  advertisement  for  the  mines     prodigality  on  our  part  to  the  speculators 
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and  capitalists  who  had  after  all  been 
the  indirect  cause  of  this  war.  Why  this 
lavishness  1  Why  this  prodigality  to 
the  gold  owners,  when  it  must  be 
remembered  that  every  penny  with 
which  they  were  relieved  came  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  British  taxpayer? 
It  was  all  very  well  to  say  we  were 
a  great  nation  and  we  could  afford  to  be 
lavish,  but  could  we?  Were  we  not 
looking  at  a  rather  over-painted  pic- 
ture of  our  own  greatness?  Were  we 
not  putting  generosity  before  justice  1 
Should  we  be  prodigal  to  the  mining 
princes,  when  at  home  we  were  being 
crippled  by  taxation?  Should  we  be 
munificent  to  South  African  industry 
when  the  trade  of  the  mother  country 
was  languishing  under  the  burden  of  a 
long  continued  war,  and  should  we  be 
lavish  to  millionaires  abroad  with  a 
Treasury  so  depleted  that  we  could  offer 
nothing  better  to  our  own  poor  at  home 
than  a  wretched  end  in  the  workhouse  ? 

(6.52.)  Mr.  MARK  HAM  (Nottingham- 
shire, Mansfield)  said  he  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  justsat  down  when 
he   said  this  war  had  been  engineered 
by  the    people   who  were   now   to    be 
relieved     of    taxation.      He    impressed 
on    the    Committee     the    necessity    of 
taking  a  broad    view    of    this    matter. 
If    the    Government  persisted   in   their 
present  policy  they  would  have  to  incur 
an   expenditure  of  £2,500,000  in  main- 
taining  10,000  police  in  the  Transvaal. 
In  adaition  to  that,  thev  would  have  to 
maintain  a  large    standing    army.       It 
would  be  impossible    to    carry  on   the 
administration  of  the  Transvaal,  and  pay 
for  the  policing  of  the  colonies  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  standing  army.     The 
whole    prosperity  of  South  Africa   had 
been  built  up  by  the  goldfields.     In  1886 
the     revenue     of    Natal    amounted    to 
je816,000;    in    1898    the    revenue    had 
increased  to  £2,121,000.      In  1887  the 
revenue  of    Cape  Colony  amounted   to 
£3,181,000  ;  in  1889  it  was  £8,781,000. 
The   white  population  of  Cape  Colony 
was  376,000 ;  that  of  Natal  was  53,000. 
The    population   of    the   Transvaal   was 
difficult  to  estimate,  but  good  authorities 
put  it    at   250,000,   and    in    1898    the 
revenue  amounted  to  £3,500,000.     Long 
before  the  war  commenced  it  was  said  that 
the  Uitlanders  were  groaning  under  the 
burden  of  taxation  imposed  by  President 

Mr.  Claude  Lowther. 


Kruger's  Grovernment.  He  would  give 
figures  showing  the  taxes  ie\ied  on  the 
mines  under  President  Kruger's  Govern- 
ment  and  the  amount  now  levied.  The 
Robinson  Gold  Mining  Company — to 
take  that  as  an  example — was  floated  with 
a  capital  of  £2,750,000,  of  which  the 
vendors  received  £2,250,000.  If  we 
adopted  the  Chartered  Company  principle 
we  should  be  entitled  not  to  one  half  of 
the  profits,  but  to  one  half  the  vendors' 
interest  on  flotation,  or  1,125,000  shares, 
the  income  from  which  was  £168,750,  as 
the  Company  paid  a  dividend  of  15  per 
cent.  But  the  total  of  the  taxes  levied 
by  President  Kruger's  Government,  ac- 
cording to  the  balance  sheet  of  the 
Company  for  1897,  was  only  £1,084.  It. 
was  true  the  industry  was  behind  in  the 
matter  of  dynamite,  but  that  was  a  small, 
question  in  comparison  with  the  real 
issue  at  &  take.  According  to  the  authority 
of  the  mine  owners,  an  undue  burden  was 
being  placed  on  the  Transvaal  by  the 
levying  of  this  £3,500,000.  If  in  addi- 
tion to  this  they  had  to  maintain  10,000 
police,  where  was  the  money  coming  from 
for  the  standing  army  ?  That  was  the 
crux  of  the  question.  It  was  a  question 
of  policy,  and  it  was  idle  to  talk  about 
1  levying  tribute  on  the  mines  until  the 
'  question  was  settled.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  acted  most  wisely  in 
not  now  fixing  any  limit  to  the  amount 
the  Transvaal  should  bear.  All  Members 
on  that  side  of  the  House  recognised  the 
firmness  and  moderation  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  brought  into  the  debates. 
They  only  wished  the  administration  and 
carrying  on  of  these  affairs  had  been  in 
his  mstead  of  other  hands.  The  whole 
of  the  futiu'e  prosperity  of  the  devastated 
colonies  depended  on  a  spirit  of  moderation 
being  shown  in  regard  to  taxation.  The 
imposition  of  heavy  taxation  would  stop* 
that  development  in  the  Transvaal  which 
was  essential  «f or  the  restocking  of  the 
country  and  the  bringing  about  of  pros- 
perity, and  check  the  industry  which 
was  the  very  life  of  South  Africa.  That 
land  was  decimated  and  laid  waste  by 
fire   and   sword;   its   only   wealth   came 

from  the  mines.  Were  the  Grovernment 
going  to  cripple  that  one  industry 
by  the  imposition  of  taxation  at  the 
present  time,  when  the  Uitlanders  them- 
selves were  away,  when  martial  law  and 
unsettled  conditions  prevailed  ?  When  he 
spoke  on  this  question  eighteen  months 
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ago,  be  did  not  forsee  that  the  Govern-  {  Mr.  MARKHAM  dubmitted  that  if 
ment  would  embark  on  this  policy  of  un- 1  these  fanns  had  been  sold  during  the 
conditional  surrender,  and  he  thought  last  twelve  months,  the  Government 
then  the  wealth  of  the  Transvaal  would 
pay  for  the  cost  of  the  war,  which  at  that 


time  amounted  to  £40,000,000  or 
X50,000,000.  That  policy  meant  ruin 
in  South  Africa,  and  until  that  policy  was 


must  be  in  receipt  of  the  money. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,   W.):    The   hon.     Member 


changecl  he  failed  to  see  any  prospect  of  ,  jg    ^^^^  ^^    ^^^^      misapprehension. 
I^penty       He  therefore  implored  the  ;  ^  f^^    ^  knowledge  goes,  there 

House  not  to  be  led  away  by  the  very  ,  ^^^    i,^^^    rj^^    ^„^    ^^    f^^     .    ^^ 


natural  desire  to  tex  millionaires,  but  to  |  ^^j^  ^ut  very  few  sales  have  taken  place, 
regard  the  mterests  of  the  whole  of  South  -  ^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  .^ 


Africa  as  of  far  more  urgent  importance  I  T^^  *'f^  auiuix***/  i^t^/^ivo**  lo  > 

than  the  question  of  merely  getti^  back    insignificant    and   any  money  that  has 


a  small  proportion  of  the  war  expenditure. 


been  received  has  gone  to  the  military 


A  change  if  policy  would  give  in  a  few    ^V^^>  ^J^^   ^^^  ,^^  ^^«  ^^^^^^  ^^^^'^"^ 

months  far  more  than  would  be  obtained  ,  ^^  ^^^  Iransvaal. 

fn)m  the  Transvaal  if  the  present  policy       .,       xrnx^jTTrnxr       j    .i_  *    •/    ..l- 

were   persisted   in.      If  the  Government       ^^    MARKHAM  said    that    if    this 

agreed  to  the  policy  foreshadowed  by  the  I  amount   had  gone   for    military  expen- 

Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer,  the  policy  |  ^^^^^  ^^  wished  to  know  if  he  would 

of  making— by  being  generous  to  them—  ;  •>«  *»  ord®r  m  discussing  it. 

friends  of   the  people  with   whom  they  ' 

had  l>een  fighting,  they  would  perhaps  be       The    DEPUTY    CHAIRMAN  :    The 

able  to  recover  from  the  Transvaal  the    hpn.  Member  would  not  be  in  order  in 

interest  on  the  cost  of  the  war.  <  discussing  that  subject. 


Mr.  MARKHAM  asked  if  such  subjects 
as  the  concentration  camps  could  be 
discussed. 


There  was  one  question  he  desired  to 
ask   the  Chancellor,  of  the    Exchequer. 
In   the  account  of  the  revenue  collected 
from    the   Transvaal,   had    any    amount 
been  taken  credit  for  in  connection  with 
the  sale  of  farms  in  the  Orange  River       The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon. 
Colony   in   the   Transvaal  1     Of  all   the    Member  would  be  perfectly  in  order  in 
iniquities  or  wrongs  committed,  or  the    going  into   the  general   policy,  but  not 
barbarous  methods  ^opted  by  the  Govern-   into  matters  of  detail 
ment,  one  of  the  worst  was  the  selling  of 

the  farms  of  men  on  commando,  or  men  ,      »r„     \€ k-Dtrxj k\i  p  j    ^.u  *     «.u^ 

«.i.      u  J    1-  J    X      ..u  •  4.  J        Mr.   MARKHAM     repued    that    the 

who  had  died  for  their  country,  and  r»  ^  'lo  *.  i.j\^4.j4.u4.*i,^ 
whose  wives  and  children  were  in  the  |  <^'°'»«J  Secretary  had  stated  that  the 
concentration  camps.  For  the  sake  of  a  I  *'°°P°*  /^«'^^J  ,7*«  absolutely  in- 
wretched  few  thousand  .pounds,  these  significant,  but  if  that  was  so,  then  aU 
farms  had  been  sold  without  the  widows  '^e  more  shame  that  his  Majesty  s 
and  orphans  even  being  able  to  bid  for  Government  should  have  adopted  such 
them  if  thev  so  desired.  A  large  syndi-  »  PO"cy  He  declared  broadly  that 
cat*  had  actually  been  formed  in  the ,  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
City  of  London  with  the  object  of  pur-  <>*  acres  had  changed  hands  in  the 
chasing  these  farms.  '  Transvaal  during  the  course  of  the  last 

rr      r.,:.T.TTnr.r  r.TT  .  TT.xr » X-  •    ■     .  J  '  ^^^  mouths,  to  the  great  detriment  of  a 

The  DEPUp  CHAIR.\IA>  intimated  „^ble  foe.  and  that  was  a  poUcy  which  he 
that  the  hon  .Member  was  departing  from  Relieved  the  people  of  this  country  would 
the  subject  before  the  Committee.  ^^^  approve  or  sanction.     He  believed 

Mr.  MARKHAM  said  he  was  asking  the  Government  had  acted  wiselv  in  not 
whether  any  portion  of  the  money  of ;  fixing  the  amount  the  Transvaal  had  to 
which  the  Government  were  in  receipt  ■  pay.  The  future  prosperity  of  the 
had  been  derived  from  the  sale  of  these  community  in  the  Transvaal  depended 
farms.  ^  on  moderate  measures,  and  the  Govern- 

♦SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  said  he  was  !  ^^nt  should  take  every  precaution  not 
not  aware  that  anvthing  was  included'^  hamper  the  gold  industry  of  the 
from  the  source  named  by  him.  i  Transvaal,   which  was  the  source   from 
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which  Rhodesia  and  Cape  Colony  were  spent  £831,000,000  on  military  equip- 
developed  and  the  source  from  which  \  ment  and  operations.  In  the  Crimean 
South  Africa  derived  its  chief  revenue.        War  we  spent  £70,000,000.      He   had 

endeavoured  to  ascertain  what  was  to  be 
the  amount  of  expenditure  upon  the 
footing  that  this  war  closed  within  a  few 
weeks,  and  he  could  not  put  it  at  less 
than  £200,000,000.    The  result  was  that 


(7.15.)  Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  (Hawick 
Burghs)  said  he  agreed  with  the  obser- 
vation made  by  the  last  speaker  that  it 


was  not  wise  for  His  Majesty's  Grovern-  there   had    been  an    expenditure   upon 

ment  at  this    stage   to    speculate  with  these  three  great  wars  of  no  less  than 

anything  like  accuracy  as  to  the  finances  £1,100,000,000    steriing.      That   was  a 

of  the  Transvaal.     It  appeared  to  him  stupendous  figure.    The  question,  how- 


that  the  first  thing  they  had  to  consider 
with  regard  to  the  Transvaal  and  its 
resources  was — ^Was  it  able  to  maintain 
itself  as  a  community  governed  from  an 
Imperial  centre"?    He  for  one  ventured 


ever,  to  which  the  Committee  should 
address  itfidf  was — What  was  the  propor- 
tion which  the  present  loan  bore  to  the 
taxation  levied  upon  the  current  rate- 
payer ?    They  had  a  precedent  which  was 


to  doubt  whether  in  this  year,  or  anv-  of  extreme  value  upon  this  issue,  and 
thing  like  the  near  future,  they  would  |  that  was  the  Crimean  War.  That  war 
have  a  surplus  on  Transvaal  finance ,  cost  £70,000,000,  and  £36,000,000  of 
upon  which  they  could  make  any  draft  that  total  was  defrayed  by  Uxation,  by 
for    Imperial  purposes   in  the    way  of   the  very  people  who  made  the  war,  at 


repay  ment  of  the  loan.  A  great  i  nterest  had 
been  added  to  the  debate  by  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Eskdale  Division 


the  very  time  when  the  war  was  going 
on.  Therefore,  during  the  Crimean  War 
£34,000,000   only    was    added  to    the 


of  Cumberland  He  understood  the  hon.  \  National  Debt.  In  other  words,  53  per 
Member  to  seriously  avow  that  his  view  ,  cent,  of  the  expenditure  upon  the 
of  the  future  was  very  hopeful  on  I  Crimean  War  was  paid  by  the  current 
accoimt  of  the  well  -  known  capacities :  taxpayer  of  the  day,  and  only  47  per 
of  the  mines,  the  value  of  which  he  I  cent,  was  put  upon  the  National  Debt, 
appeared  to    treat    with    mathematical 

accuracy.  He  seemed  to  suggest  that  i  What  was  the  situation  with  which 
apparently  without  delay  we  should  take  I  they  stood  confronted  in  the  financial 
something  like  40  per  cent,  of  the  profits  !  proposals  which  had  just  been  made  % 
of  the  mining  industry  in  those  colonies.  !  If  they  took  the  moderate  estimate  of 
If  that  had  been  the  avowed  policy  of  £195,000,000  as  the  expenditure  of  this 
Britain  before  the  war  broke  out,  he  war  up  to  date,  no  less  than  £150,000,000 
thought  it  extremely  doubtful  whether  |  of  that  total  was  to  be  added  to  the 
there  would  ever  have  been  a  gun  fired. .  National  Debt,  and  the  remainder  was 
But  before  they  talked  of  taxing  the  gold  ,  to  be  paid  out  of  taxation.  He  was 
industry  they  must  first  produce  peace '  making  a  verjt  large  allowance  when  he 
in  South  Africa,  and  create  conditions  {  put  the  amount  to  be  paid  out  of  taxation 
under  which  the  community  might  live  at  £45,000,000  sterling.  What  were  the 
and  thrive.  He  ventured  to  think  that  j  results  of  this  ?  Whereas  in  the  time  of 
if  it  was  part  of  their  policy  to  impose  a  the  Crimean  War  they  taxed  the  people 
tax  of  40  per  cent,  upon  the  profits  of  to  the  extent  of  53  percent,  of  the  total 
the  gold  mining  industry,  it  would  pro- 1  war  charges  and  only  put  4 7  per  cent,  upon 
duce  a  state  of  unrest  which  might  last  I  the  National  Debt,  in  the  present  instance 
for  many  a  year  to  come.  only  23  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  war 

_  r  1  .     .  .  .      !  ^^  being  paid  by  the  taxation  of   the 

Ihe  object  of  his  nsing  was  to  point  d^y,  while  no  less  than  77  per  cent,  was 
to  certain  elementery  facte  with  regard  put  upon  the  National  Debt  of  the 
to  the  National  Debt  and  the  relation  of  I  country.  That  was  how  the  cost  of  an 
the  amount  of  that  Debt  to  miUtary '  avoidable  war,  which  was  in  itself  not 
expenditure  in  the  past.  He  had  .  only  a  wicked  but  a  senseless  war,  wa» 
made  the  best  calculation  he  could  upon  !  being  met.  The  only  thing  that  would 
the  available  data  with  regard  to  the  bring  this  country  to  its  senses  was  the 
military  expenditure  of  this  country,  finance  of  the  war,  and  his  regret  was 
In    the   Napoleonic    wars  this  country    that  the  present   Government  were   not 

Mr,  Markham. 
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administering  this  war  in  anything  like 
the  proportion  which  governed  the 
Crimean  War.  The  present!  Gk>vemment 
were  simply  postponing  the  payments, 
and  if  they  had  adopted  the  Crimean 
precedent  and  put  upon  taxation  53  per 
cent,  of  the  cost,  then  the  people  would 
have  risen  to  inquire  whether  the  time 
had  not  gone  by  when  this  war  ought 
to  have  been  brought  to  an  honourable 
conclusion.  So  far  as  this  war  in  South 
Africa  was  concerned,  the  National  Debt 
had  gone  back  in  consequence  to  the 
limit  at  which  it  stood  some  twenty -five 
or  thirty  years  ago.  This  war  had 
already  undone  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
years  of  retrenchment  upon  the  national 
finances,  and  this  had  been  largely  due 
to  the  pusillanimous  policy  of  saadling 
upon  the  shoulders  of  posterity  a  burden 


which  ought  to  have  been  discharged 
by  the  present  generation.  He  had 
protested  from  the  first  against  the  whole 
scheme  of  the  war,  and  he  urfi;ed  the 
Government  to  face  the  financial  situation 
more  in  accordance  with  precedents. 

♦(7.30.)  Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lanca- 
shire,  Ince)  contended  that  the  present 
war  ought  to  be  compared  with  the  war 
in  America,  and  not  with  the  Crimean 
war.  It  was  absolutely  impossible  in  a 
great  war  like  this  to  throw  an  enormous 
proportion  of  its  cost  on  the  taxation  of 
the  country. 

Question  put. 

House    divided : — Ayes,     229 ;    Noes 
102.     (Divison  List  No.  110.) 
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O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 


Partington,  Oswald 
Power,  Patrick  .Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (H»i>vick,  B.» 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  John  ( Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Ar  hur  Wellesley 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,J.  A.(Glam'gao,Gower 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,W.  R.) 
Torakinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Williams,Osmond  (Merioneth) 
WiUoQ,  John  (Durham,  Mid). 
Woodhouse  SirJ  T(Huddenif  d 
Youne,  Samuel 
Yoxafi,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noes, 
Mr.  Channing  and  Mr. 
Whitley. 
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STAMP  DUTY  (BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE),  cheques  altogether,  and  would  fall  back 
2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro-  on  coin,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
posed,  "That  on  and  after  July  1st,  i  Exchequer  would  get  nothing,  and  would 
1902,  two  pence  shall  be  substituted  for  |  deserve  to  get  nothing,  because,  not 
one  penny  as  the  Stamp  Duty  on  Bills  of  i  being  satisfied  with  the  substantial  sum 
Exchange  payable  on  demand,  or  at :  he  was  at  present  receiving,  he  proposed 
sight,  or  on  presentation,  or  within  \  to  double  it,  and  in  that  way  would  lose 
three  days  after  da^e  or  sight." — {Mr.  all.  In  I.<ondon  and  other  commercial 
tlianrellor  of  thr  Exclwqiwr.)  centres  a   practice    had    grown   up  of 

practically  making  the  bank  the  accoun- 

(7.45.)  Mr  lough  (Islington,  W.) ,  **"'  °^,  ^I*®  S™-  ^'"*>«'  everything 
«aid  he  wished  to  protest  against  the  im- 1  T",  P*"*  by  cheque,  because  the  cheque 
position  of  this  tax.  He  thought  the  '^\'^'"^'"'»'^,°^<'^*<'''?°*'*® '^*'"'*fy 
matter  should  receive  a  Uttle  more  atten-  °\  the  other  books.  At  present  the 
tion  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  got  a  penny 
than  it  did  in  the  Budget.  The  stimp  i  '*}'\  of  every  transaction,  but  did  the 
duties  were  not  progressive.  The  Chan-  "«•»*  ^°°-  Gentleman  suppose  that 
oeUorof  the  Exchequer  had  to  admit  '^^T*"^""^'^  T^^f"*' ***  ,^ '^"r*^  J""" 
that  he  had  realised  £200,000  less  last  «°""  """^  ^'L  '  I'o  ''mj^^u'^  n*'^ 
year  than  he  had  estimated  they  would j  7''f.*° ^'*2d.  each?  The  Chancellor 
produce.  A  great  many  of  the  stamp  ^J  **»*  Exchequer  said  that  this  would 
duties  were  levied  on  trade  and  com-  ^  *  convenience  to  bankers,  but  he  said 
merce,  and  as  trade  was  not  particularly  respectfully  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
flourishing  at   the  present    moment,   it   man  ought  not  to  interfere  m  the  matter. 

was  unfortunate  that  the  ChanceUor  [*  T"^  "*'*  *!"'  ^*'°*"*  *°  "'^*'  ^^^ 
had  elected  to  put  on  a  burden  of  this   inkers  trouble.     The  present  arrange- 

kind,  which  would  press  heavUy  on  every  '°*'"'*  *?%*  P^'.^^r""^  *^°7T' 
branch  of  industry  throughout  the  «>«»,  out  of  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
country.    This    was    a    wo^ying    and    Exchequer  received  a  good  revenue,  and 

irxiuting  tax  on  trade.    It  wa^  a  tax  on  '*  *'"/^\'?  ^  ^''^  *'?"f-  ,P  ^t'*^  '",^"' 

financial  transactions  and  conveniences  ^*°<i*  telegram  sent  to  the  Chancellor 

which  might  have  no  profit    attaching  °J  ^^f  ExcWjuer  this   day    from   the 

to  them.     If  the  Chancdlor  of  the  Ex  P'^^'dent   of  the    Belfast    Chamber   of 

chequer  persisted  in  the  proposal  to  put  Commerce,  which,  he  believed,  supported 

a  twopenny  stamp  on  chejuerhe  would  '^^  ^'^^K  ^.t"*  Gentleman  loyally  with 

be  disappointed    in   the  residt    of   the  ^^fTfi.^^'lt'^^n  i*^"*     nt    t^^''°i 

tax,  and  if  he  were  not.  the  burden  on  '^^'^  *^**   *^®     ^'^^*    Chamber    of 

commerce  would  be  out  of  all  proportion  '  Commerce   very   emphatically  protested 

to  the  advantage  gained.  He  had  ^o  i  *S*T' ***^  P^Tf**  "'^^^J""*'  V^«**"P 
douU  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  °°  "^^"t'  Z^'""^  would  constitute  an 
h*i  made  a  calculation  of  the  number  ""*'),"*'  ''"'?!",•  ?°  T*"-  ^^^^^  ."^^ 
of  cheques  used  at  present,  but  the  ' '"^^J^""' ^°"'*^  ^'^r* '^  "'"""^  ^"''?*1 
great  use  which  was  made  ^f  cheques^?  '^':.*°'^.*'f-  *\^ri/™°"^° 
Jiad  grown  up  because  the  tax  was  Id.  ,  ?*'Y  "^  u'"/!!"*".  tk  proportion 
If  they  made  the  tax  2d.,  the  whole  ^  »^  *^"  y'*'?  *f  .^•\«it'^-  ^J.^^r'^T^ 
custom  of  trade  would  be  altered,  and  '  Tfu^^u''*'°^'uf^  '  ^"r!"°' 
cheques  would  not  be  drawn  for  small   f  ^^^  Exch«|uer  ought  to  pay  attention 

amounts  as  at  present.  He  cited  one  J? '*\,  ".^  '^°"'^*"*'  **».^  ^^''"^*"*'''  °^ 
case  of  a  small  ^Cooperative  Society  in  ?*  ^f  ^^'•"^L  ^  ''T"^?  ^.P^^''^' 
Ireland.      The   profits    of   the  concern    """^  *•**'  ^^""^^  .^'^i"  ^  f^'",^  ^'^ 

were  not  more  than  £200  or  £300,  and  ,  '°*^^'"-  ,  J^*  "f^\  .^°"-    Cen'l^m*" 

^,     o       ...                    1    «^^                  r  could  not  be  sure  that  he  was  not  doinsi 

the  Society   now  paid   £90  a   year   for  something  which  would  be  very  worry- 

cheques.     If  this  Resolution  was  passed,  ing  and  very  vexatious  to  business  men. 

*nd    the     Society     continued    to     use  He    hoped,  therefore,  that  even   if  the 

cheques,  they   would  in  future  have  to  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  insisted  on 

pay  £180  a  year.     Of  course  the  result  having    the    Resolution    passed  tonight 

would  be  that  they  would    cease  to  use  by   a   somewhat   obedient  majority,  he 
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would  at  least,  in  the  interests  of  com-  ♦(7.68.)  Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  For 
merce,  promise  to  give  an  attentive  ear  the  last  two  hours  I  have  been  abused 
to  the  representations  that  would  be  for  not  attempting  to  raise  more  money 
made  to  him,  and  that,  if  he  found  the  by  taxation  for  the  necessities  of  the 
burden  would  be  greater  and  the  duty  ,  year.  Now  I  make  a  humble  proposal 
less  productive  than  he  expected,  he  calculated  to  produce  £500,000,  and  it 
would  not  press  it.  is  denounced  by    the    very  Gentlemen 

who  just  before  complained  that  enough 
(7.54.)  Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gates-  taxation  was  not  being  raised.  Every 
head)  said  he  wished  to  make  a  few  re-  ^x  which  I  have  proposed  in  the  last 
marks  on  the  proposed  additional  stamp  ,  three  years,  except  the  increased  income 
duty  on  cheques.  He  thought,  as  a  business  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  duties  on  beer  and  spirits,, 
man,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ^^  ^>««n  denounced  by  the  GenUemeo 
made  a  great  mistake,  and  that  when  he  I  f  ^o  »^M^  °^f  ^^  not  raising  more 
saw  the  great  amount  of  bother  and  ^Y  taxation.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk 
trouble  that  would  be  given  to  many ;  ?f  ^^  proposal  as  petty ;  but  hon. 
small  retailers  and  dealers,  he  would  be  .  ^^'^^l^^^^  ^^  not  reaUse  what  an 
well  advised  to  withdraw  that  part  of  :  f  ormous  re^urce  there  is  m  penny 
the  Budget.  He  would  recomm^d  to^^^'^^;  ^^}^^  ^^^-  Members  have 
the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  a  very  f^^^  ^  ^J^^  delay  and  worry  that  wUl 
^'^  \         ^    t      4,4.:       *.i-  ^       uvT    be  caused  by   the   twopenny  stamp  on 

simple  way  of  getting  the  money  with-   ^^  .^     Y^    ^    ^j^^^  ^^  *;i^^ 

out  dirfocatmg  trade  or  bnnging  himseU  the  original  proposal  for  a  penny  stamp 
into  odium  with  the  country^  It  was  ^^  ^e.  k^the  reven^  fi^m  that 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer;  ^  ^^^^^^   ^   £800,000   a 

could  get  the  money  he  required  if  he^^/  j  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^y  the  addition 
would   only  put  a  tax  of  Id.  per  pound   J^f  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  additional 

on  share  certificates  on  issue.  Let  the  ,  ^^i^^  rj^^  j^^y  will  not  come  in  force 
Committee  suppose  that  a  company  was  y^til  July  1st;  and  as  to  worry,  what 
formed  with  a  capitel  of  £100,000  in  ,  ^orry  will  there  be  ?  Whether  you  pay 
£1  shares.  What  was  to  hinder  the  a  penny,  or  whether  you  pay  twopence. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  putting  a  there  is  no  more  worry  about  it.  What 
duty  of  a  Id.  per  pound  on  each  share  cer-  burden  it  will  impose  on  givers  of  small 
tificate  ?  That  would  cause  no  dislocation  i  cheques  is  another  point,  and  is  a  point 
and  no  irritation.  He  called  it  paltry  to  that  has  been  enormously  exaggerated 
put  a  further  Id.  on  each  cheque.  Was  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Islmgton. 
he  expected  to  put  a  postage  stamp  on  He  told  us  that  a  Co-operative  Society 
each  cheque  he  issued,  or  get  another  in  Ireland  paid  to  the  Exchequer  £90- 
cheque  book  or  what  1  It  was  not  real  :  a  year  on  cheques.  According  to 
business,  and  was  a  paltr>  way  of  raising  my  calculation,  the  Society  must  be 
money,  and  it  was  well  worthy  of  the  ,  doing  a  large  business,  and  issuing 
consideration  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  about  eighty  cheques  in  a  week,  and 
chequer  whether  he  would  not  abandon  I  think  the  hon.  Member  must  have 
his  present  position,  and  put  a  stamp  on  niade  a  mistake  in  calculating  the  deal- 
every  certificate  issued  by  a  limited  \  ings  p^  the  Society.  Where  the  pavments 
company.  He  was  speaking  entirely  as  required  to  be  made  are  very  smJl,  why 
a  business  man  to  a  business  man.  Why  co^d  not  people  make  them  by  postal 
should   not  the  right   hon.   Gentleman    <>rder8  ? 

put  a  tax  on  pig  iron  warrants]    There        i^xr.  LOUGH  :  WTiy  should  you  stop, 
again  he  could   get  the  money  with  the  ;  them  1 

least  poasibleirritation.  He  spoke  merely  j  *g,^  ^^  j^^^^^  ^^^^,  3^^  j 
with  a  view  of  getting  the  Chancellor  of  ^m  informed  by  those  who  ought  to 
the  Exchetiuer  into  a  right  business  know  that  I  should  increase  the  revenue 
frame  of  mind,  and  he  was  sure  that  if  by  £500,000  a  year, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  only  substituted,  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^ 
a  penny  on  every  share  certificate  for  his  ^^^^  Walden) :  How  much  at  present 
present  proposal  he  would  get  far  more  is  raised  by  the  penny  on  warrants  and 
money.  on  cheques? 

Mr.  Lmigh. 
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♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  whole 
produce  of  the  penny  duty  on  bills  at 
nght  16  estimated  at  £800,000,  but,  of 
course,  my  proposal  only  applies  to  nine 
months  of  the  present  year.  I  can  only 
say  that  in  dealing  with  these  stamp 
duties,  one  has  to  act  very  often  without 
lieing  able  to  make  much  inquiry.  I  will 
l*  perfectly  willing  to  receire  from  any 
quarter,  any  suyzgestions  as  to  the  incon- 
venience or  difficulty  that  may  be  caused 
by  the  operation  of  this  tax,  but  I  must 
ask  the  uommittee  to  vote  it  tonight.  I 
cannot  hold  out  any  hope  whatever  that 
I  am  prepared  to  alramdon  the  tax,  but  I 
wiU  l>e  prepared  to  consider  any  repre- 
sentations that  may  be  made  to  me.  (8.5.) 

(8.37.)  Mr.  JOSEPH  A.  PEASE 
said  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  taunted  the  Opposition  with  hav- 
ing from  time  to  time  criticised  the 
Government  for  not  taking  enough 
money  out  of  the  taxpayer,  and  for 
leaving  to  posterity  great  liabilities  in 
regard  to  loans  in  connection  with  the 
ct«t  of  a  war  for  which  posterity  was  in 
no  sense  responsible.  The  right  hon. 
(^ntleman  then  proceeded  to  criticise 
ihe  Opposition,  because  they  had  de- 
nounced the  proposal  to  raise  money  by 
an  additional  penny  on  cheques  and 
dividend  warrants.  But  the  objections 
were  <|uite  consistent.  There  were  many 
Members  of  the  Opposition  quite  ready 
to  condemn  the  Government,  not  only 
for  the  insufficiency  of  the  amount  they 
had  raised  from  the  taxpayer,  but  also 
for  the  method  they  had  selected  by 
which  to  raise  even  the  small  amount  to 
l»e  imposed  during  the  current  year. 
Many  other  methods,  such  as  the  impo- 
hicion  of  additional  burdens  on  royalty 
rents  and  ground  values,  might  have  been 
adopted.  Personally,  he  thought  every- 
one should  pay  according  to  his  ability, 
but  the  ideal  of  a  graduated  income  tax 
was  somewhat  difficult  to  carry  out. 
Direct  taxation  certainly  had  some  advan- 
tages over  indirect  taxation.  It  tended 
to  economy.  Persons  who  paid  direct 
taxes  realised  how  much  they  were  pay- 
ing for  the  services  of  the  State,  and  they 
consequently  exercised  a  very  salutary 
check  upon  the  Grovernment  of  the  day 
in  regard  to  expenditure.  But  there 
were  also  one  or  two  inconveniences  con- 
nected with  the  svstem.  Direct  taxes 
were  more  easily  evaded,  and  they  en- 
couraged  attempts  on   the  part  of  the 


public  to  circumvent  the  Grovernment. 
That  was  one  of  the  greatest  objections 
in  connection  with  the  present  proposal 
to  impose  another  penny  on  cheques. 
The  idea,  however,  had  the  merit  of 
novelty.  Nobody  had  expected  the 
Government  would  make  such  a  proposal, 
and  it  was  difficult  at  a  few  hours  notice 
accurately  to  say  what  would  be  its  effect. 
One  hon.  Member  had  alluded  to  a  Co- 
operative farm  upon  which  an  additional 
charge  of  £80  a  year  would  be  imposed 
by  this  tax.  He  had  had  placed  m  his 
hands  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  an 
asylum  for  the  blind,  stating  that  the 
charge  would  place  on  that  institution  a 
burden  of  £40  a  year  if  they  sent  out 
the  same  number  of  cheques  as  hither- 
to. Similarly,  the  proposal  would 
prejudicially  affect  many  worthy  charit- 
able institutions,  such  as  hospitals 
and  so  forth,  in  which  an  enormous 
number  of  commodities  were  required^ 
There  would  be  a  tax  upon  those  bodies 
in  every  pajrment  they  made  month  by 
month  or  week  by  week.  How  did  this 
proposal  affect  private  persons'?  In. 
future  most  business  people  would  obtain 
postal  orders  for  their  small  amounts 
which  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
sending  by  cheque. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Cham- 
berlain, Worcestershire,  E.):  And  the 
revenue  will  profit  by  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  A.  PEASE  said  that 
when  the  amount  was  a  small  one  they 
would  only  obtain  a  half-penny  Postal 
Order,  and  the  result  would  be  that  the 
revenue  would  lose  on  the  transaction. 
Many  people  wrote  cheques  for  small 
amounts,  but  if  the  Goveroment  made  it 
worth  the  while  for  people  to  obtain 
small  Postal  Orders  instead  of  making 
out  cheques  the  Government  would  lose 
by  the  transaction.  He  believed  that 
the  result  of  this  change  in  the  stamp 
duty  would  be  a  reduction  in  the 
amount  yielded  instead  of  an  increase. 
He  had  served  on  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  a  Corporation  for  ten  years, 
and  on  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
County  Council  for  fourteen  years,  and 
he  knew  something  about  the  way  the 
finances  of  local  bodies  were  conducted. 
Upon  public  bodies  nearly  every  pay- 
ment was  made  by  cheque.    The  various. 
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Committees  in  connection  with  county 
^nd  boroughs  councils  required  a  large 
number  of  commodities,  and  they  had  to 
.make  a  large  number  of  small  payments. 
Upon  the  two  public  bodies  with  which 
he  was  connected  he  should  say  that 
about  5,000  cheques  per  month  were 
used.  Therefore  the  county  he  referred 
to  paid  £250  per  annum  for  cheques  at 
the  penny  rate,  but  if  they  had  to  pay 
at  the  twopenny  rate  it  would  cost  them 
an  additional  £250,  and  they  would 
naturally  devise  some  expedient  for  not 
issuing  so  many  cheques.  Take,  as 
another  instance,  a  borough  of  40,000 
people  where  a  penny  rate  would  pro- 
duce about  £500,  and  suppose  they 
issued  about  5,000  cheques  per  month. 
Prom  such  a  borough  the  Government 
would  expect  to  get  £500  per  annum. 
Surely  k  town  realising  that  this  stamp 
duty  would  mean  one  penny  in  the 
pound  on  the  rates,  would  do  its  utmost 
to  avoid  drawing  so  many  cheques.  By 
ethis  proposal  they  got  the  ludicrous 
position  of  the  Treasury  granting  relief 
to  local  rates,  and  the  ratepayers  con- 
tributing to  the  Imperial  funds  out  of 
"the  rates.  This  proposition  would  be  an 
inducement  to  people  to  pay  as  much 
money  as  possible  either  in  cash  or  in 
some  other  way.  It  was  a  very  easy 
thing  for  the  public  body  to  pay  in  cash. 
Take  for  instance  the  county  of  Durham. 
There  a  large  number  of  commodities 
^ere  purchased  from  the  city  of 
Newcastle,  and  it  would  pay  that  county 
to  send  a  clerk  to  the  various  trades 
people  to  pay  their  accounts  rather  than 
draw  400  or  500  cheques.  This  proposal 
would  induce  public  bodies  as  well  as 
private  persons  to  evade  as  far  as  possible 
this  new  tax.  As  a  person  responsible 
for  the  drawing  of  a  large  number  of 
•  che<iue8  he  coula  see  his  way  to  reduce 

the  number  drawn  by  25  per  cent.,  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  concerns  with 
which  he  was  identified  he  would  do  this. 
He  thought  that  instead  of  anything  like 
£500,000  being  produced  by  this  addi- 
tional penny  on  cheques  the  Government 
would  find  that  it  would  add  very  little 
to  the  total  revenue.  So  far  as  he  was 
able  to  judge  he  considered  it  would  be  a 
vexatious  and  irritating  tax  which  was 
not  calculated  to  ser^e  the  interests  of 
the  country. 

Mr,  Joseph  A,  Pease. 


♦(8.50.)  Mr.  DAVID  MORGAN  (Eases, 
Walthamstow),  said  that  in  a  charitahle 
institution  with  which  he  was  connected 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  drawing  every 
month  a  large  number  of  cheques,  and 
it    was    more  convenient  for   them    to 
draw    cheques   than    to    obtain    postal 
orders.     Their    object  ought   to   be   to 
make    business  easy  and  not   difficult. 
If  a  man  had  to  pay  a  large  number  of 
small  amounts  he  could  draw  cheques 
with  very  little  trouble  and  without  any 
waste  of  time,  but  if  he  had  to  get  postal 
orders   a  good  deal  of  time  would  be 
wasted  in  the  process.      He  had  received 
from  a  large  number  of  small  traders  in 
his  constituency  already  a  large  number 
of  protests  against  this  tax,  which  they 
stated    would   cause  them  much  extra 
expense  in  their  businesses.     The  small 
trader  had,  at  the  present  time,  great 
difficulty  in    making  both   ends    meet, 
and  this  tax  would  reduce   still  further 
his  mai^in  of  profit.      The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had   said    that  if  they 
voted  this  tax  now  he   would  consider 
later  on   any  proposition  which  might 
be    made    upon  the  subject.        If   the 
Chancellor    of   the   Exchequer  was  de- 
termined to  adhere  to  this  proposal  he 
would  ask  him  to  put  the  extra  penny 
only  upon  cheques  of  £100  or  upwards. 
This  would  prove  a  great  saving  in  the 
case   of   charitable   institutions.     There 
seemed  to  be  only  one  class  of  people 
who  were  pleased  with  this  tax  and  they 
were  the  bankers.     One  banker  had  told 
him    that   this    was    a  splendid   thing, 
because  he  would  now  have  to  keep  less 
clerks. 

(8.55.)  Mr.  field  (DubUn,  St. 
Patrick)  said  he  did  not  think  this  tax 
was  worth  the  irritation  it  would  cause, 
for  it'  was  a  tax  upon  the  small  tran- 
sactions of  traders.  A  Liverpool  salesman 
had  told  him  that  this  tax  would  be  a 
burden  upon  him  of  £2  per  week,  and 
he  stated  that  he  would  certainly  devise 
some  other  method  of  payment  instead 
of  by  cheques.  He  did  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  realised  how  much 
this  tax  would  strike  at  their  home  trade. 
He  was  the  chairman  of  the  Blackrock 
Technical  School  Committee  and  it  was  his 
duty  every  month  to  sign  a  number  of 
small  cheques  for  the  salaries  of  their  offi- 
cials, and  occasionaUy  he  had  to  sign  as 
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many  aa  forty  cheques  at  a  time.  If  thistax 
was  agreed  to,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  that 
school  to  devise  some  other  means  of 
paying  those  officials  instead  of  using 
chenues,  and  the  Exchequer  would  lose 
by  the  transaction.  At  the  present  time 
ft  penny  stamp  had  to  be  paid  upon  a 
receipt  of  £2  and  upwards,  and  if  the  pay- 
ment was  made  by  cheque  in  the  future 
it  would  mean  that  an  ordinary  business 
transaction  would  cost  threepence.  In 
small  businesses  now  there  was  some 
keen  competition  that  it  was  very  doubt- 
ful whether  these  small  transactions 
could  bear  this  additional  expense.  In 
«ll  transactions  for  over  £1  it  was  very 
convenient  to  pay  by  cheque,  because 
they  were  able  to  keep  a  record,  and  the 
cheque  itself  was  a  receipt  and  this 
(umplified  business  very  much.  That 
process  would  not  be  possible  in  trans- 
actions where  postal  orders  were 
remitted.  Without  considering  the 
(question  of  expense  the  cheque  system 
was  preferable  to  business  men,  and  he 
could  not  quite  understand  why  this 
proposal  had  been  made  in  such  a  hurry. 
Instead  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
trying  to  rush  this  questbn  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  postponed.  The  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  mercantile  associations 
And  business  men  all  over  the  three 
kingdoms  had  a  right  to  be  consulted 
before  a  proposal  of  this  sort  was  rushed 
through  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
therefore  trusted  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  reconsider  the  proposal, 
ind  postpone  the  question  until  the 
opinion  of  the  country  had  been  ascer- 
tained. This  was  a  tax  upon  home 
trade.  The  charge  for  the  transfer  of 
foreign  securities  was  2s.  6d.  per  cent., 
And  yet  it  was  proposed  to  charge  2d.  for 
cheques.  The  ratio  of  expense  was  not 
rqual  at  alL  He  held  that  it  ought  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  House  to  protect  and 
develop  home  trade.  If  no  one  else 
divided  the  House  on  the  question  he 
would  certainly  do  so. 

(9.3.)  Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  X.) 
said  he  desired  to  join  in  the  protest 
against  the  proposed  additional  tax  on 
cheques.  It  seemed  to  him  a  most  irri- 
tating tax,  which  would  throw  a  certain 
amount  of  grit  into  the  mercantile 
machinery  of  the  country.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  the  cheque  system  had 


developed  enormously  on  account  of  the 
facility  it  afforded  for  the  making  of 
payments.  The  irritation  which  the 
change  would  produce  would  be  most 
objectionable.  The  penny  stamp  was  a 
very  good  one,  because  it  made  the 
cheque  a  recognised  document  with  a 
legal  stamp  on  it.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  maximum  of  inconvenience 
would  be  produced  for  the  yery  small 
amount  of  benefit  to  be  obtained.  He 
thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  find,  if  the  tax  were  persisted  in, 
that  he  had  made  a  great  miscalculation 
as  to  the  amount  it  would  produce, 
because  the  tax  would  be  resented  by  a 
great  many  people  in  trade,  and  some 
other  mode  of  paying  accounts  than  by 
cheque  would  be  devised.  He  was  sorry 
to  oppose  the  Budget  in  any  way,  but  he 
could  not  support  the  present  Resolution. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport)  said  that 
on  this  occasion  at  all  events,  they  had 
heard  a  great  deal  of  fault  expressed  from 
all  quarters  of  the  House  in  regard  ta 
the  proposed  additional  tax  on  cheques. 
It  was  undoubtedly  an  unpopular  and 

unwise  tax,  and  would  not  realise  anv- 

• 

thing  like  the  amount  anticipated. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  strange  fatality 
about  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer,  who* 
at  some  time  in  their  careers  seemed  im- 
pelled to  introduce  a  species  of  tax  which 
was  thoroughly  unpopular,  and  had  to  be 
withdrawn.  Mr.  Lowe  made  that  error 
when  he  endeavoured  to  introduce  the 
match  tax,  and  one  of  his  successors, 
Mr.  Goschen,  also  made  a  similar  mis- 
take, when  he  tried  to  put  a  tax  upon 
the  wheels  of  certain  vehicles.  The  pre- 
sent Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  after  a 
brilliant  career,  was  proposing  a  tax  that 
the  country  would  object  to,  not  because 
they  objected  to  pay  the  amount  of  the 
tax,  but  because  it  was  irritating  in  its 
character,  and  would  probably  result  in 
the  defeat  of  the  object  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  in  view,  namely, 
that  of  increasing  the  revenue.  It  had 
been  said  that  probably  bankers  would 
view  this  additional  impost  of  a  penny 
upon  the  cheque  with  favour.  No 
doubt,  because  it  would  cause  a  less 
nurabor  of  entries  to  go  through  their 
books  At  the  same  time  it  would 
impose  a  great  amount  of  harassment 
upon  business  men,  and  would  be  hurtful- 
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to  those  persons  who  dealt  with  small  Elxchequer  wanted  more  money,  let  him 
sums,  and  who  would  feel  the  irksome-  obtain  it  in  a  bold  way,  let  him  put 
ness  of  the  tax.  It  had  become  a  habit  another  penny  on  to  the  income  tax« 
of  people,  not  only  the  small  but  the  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be 
largest  business  firms  and  traders,  to  j  well  advised  to  withdraw  this  proposal, 
pay  by  cheque,  because  this  ensured  just  as  last  year  he  was  advised  to  with- 
good  accountancy,  which  was  of  the !  draw  the  proposed  tax  on  contracts, 
first  importance.  If  they  wanted  to  and  thus  save  the  mercantile  com- 
keep  their  books  right  and  save  I  munity  from  a  matter  which  was 
peculation  from  petty  cash,  the  sure  |  more  or  less  trumpery,  but  which  at 
way  was  to  pay  by  cheque.  Then  the  the  same  time  would  be  strenuously 
transaction  was  entered  in  their  journals,  resisted, 
and    everything  was    testified  to  in   an 

accurate  manner.  It  used  to  be  the  ^.^  ti^txtxtxt //-^  y  r^  ^  x- \  -j 
custom  to  draw  a  cheque  for  £20,  £30,  ^-  J^^NxN  (Cork  County  ^.)  said  a 
or  £50,  and  pay  out  the  smaU  amounts  in  suggestion  was  thrown  out  by  the  hon. 
cash.  That  was  no  longer  the  habit  in  ;  Member  opposite  that  a  limit  might  be 
large  business  houses.  They  drew  I  P**^^^'^  ^^e  tax,  and  that  2d.  might  be 
cheques  for  5s.  or  Gs.  sooner  than  expose  '  charged  on  cheques  of  £100  and  upwards, 
their  employees  to  the  risk  of  temptation.  >  The  tax  as  proposed  embodied  the  maxi- 
He  was  afraid  the  Chancellor  of  the  !  nium  of  inconvenience  and  harassment 
Exchequer  would  find  that  he  would  be  ^i^^  the  minimum  of  result.  The 
grasping  at  the  shadow  and  running  the  objections  to  the  proposal  with  regard  to 
risk  of  fosing  the  substance.  He  now  got  small  commercial  transactions  in  England 
for  every  hundred  cheques  drawn  88.  4d.  '  would  apply  with  much  more  force  in 
He  anticipated  that  he  would  get  for  Ireland,  where  a  sj^tem  had  grown  up 
^very  hundred  IBs.  8d.  The  hon.  for  settling  by  cheque  small  transactions 
Member  very  much  doubted  whether  if  between  town  and  country,  in  poultry, 
he  persisted  in  that  tax  he  would  get  the  butter,  and  eggs.  The  revenue  really 
original  amount  of  8s.  4d.  He  had  '  got  3d.  for  each  of  these  transactions 
occasion  this  morning  to  invite  opinions  i  when  over  £2 — Id.  for  the  cheque.  Id.  for 
from  some  of  those  with  whom  he  worked  the  receipt,  and  Id.  for  postage.  He 
in  his  business,  and  they  assured  him  that  thought  this  tax  would  be  a  most  un- 
the  proposed  tax  had  induced  them  to  popular  one,  while  it  would  produce  very 
make  an  investigation  into  the  amount  of  small  results,  and  he  hoped  there  would 
money  that  was  being  paid  by  cheque,  be  some  indication  given  from  the 
and  they  were  perfectly  certain  that  Treasury  Bench  that  the  Chancellor  of 
there  would  be  a  great  diminution  in  ,  ^he  Exchequer  would  reconsider  the 
that  direction.  The  lavish  ness  now  matter, 
exercised  in  paying  by  the  penny  cheque 

would  be  brought  to  an  end     The   tax       ^gjg)     ^^    ALEXANDER    CROSS 
could  be  avoided  in   many   ways     The :  ^e^;      Camlachie)      said     he     en 
money   order    system    would    be    taken    ^    i  u-    j        --.u     «.u       n\. 

advantage  of  to^  a  very    great    extent,    ^'^f'^     7T   ^ ».  ■     \    ^■^' 

becausethey  could  obtain  a  lOa.  6d.  postai  ^^'^^  «[  %  Pl'^T^  !°  .'•»«*«>; 
orderforapeimy.  Then, again, cust^ers  ""J*  **«1^  which  he  had  to  face,  but 
who  wanted  to  remit  mSney  to  their  ^J'*'  ^^«  .\*°ted  to  pomt  out  was 
wholesale  houses,  instead  of  paying  the  2d  ^^^^  ^^^  right  hon.  Oentleman  had  not 
tax  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  succeeded  m  this  tax  m  finding  a  new 
expected  they  would  do,  would  be  induced  «'«««  o'  persons  to  bear  it.  The  persons 
by  the  wholesale  merchants  to  use  the  ^ho  would  pay  this  £.')00,000,  if  the  tax 
numerous  branches  of  banks  now  existing  was  carried,  would  be  the  people  who 
in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  the '  ^'ere  already  paying  income  tax.  the 
transaction  would  be  completed  through  '  death  duties,  and  all  those  taxes  which 
the  ordinary  banking  account  in  con-  ^^  been  heaped  upon  their  fhoulders 
•A     ^1        ^1        u     •  This  was  not  a  tax  which  would  be  paid 

nection    with    the    particular    business  ,  i  ^  .,  ^  ^^.  «^««,,«^^  rvf  fu^.  ^^..^., 

i^  •  1    by  the  great  consumers  or  the  countrv, 

house  concerned.  To  the  commercial ,  ^nd  by  putting  this  Id.  on  chequ^. 
classes  of  this  country  such  a  tax  would  ,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  prac- 
be  oppressive.    If  the  Chancellor  of  the    tically   putting   a    Id.   on    the  income 

Mr.  Kearley. 
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r&x:,    instead  of  taxing  an  entirely  new 
slass     of  persons.     He  objected  to  the 
iBLx     on   the    ground    that   it  was   an 
WTixieoessary    interference    with     trade. 
He    excused  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  t^lie  unintentional  blunder  that  he  had 
made,  because  he  could  not  be  expected 
to    know  much  of  the  realms  of  trade. 
Tlie    right  hon.   Gentleman  had  taken 
'the    advice  of    bankers.      Such    advice 
^^th.    regard  to  towns   might  be  good 
enough,  but  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  came  to  talk  of  the  customs  of 
trade,    of    the    method    in   which    we 
paid  our  accounts  and  servants,  of  our 
dealings  in  country  markets   with  our 
farmers,    it  was   an    entirely  different 
matter.    What  happened  in  Scotland? 
In  olden  days  men  went  to  the  markets 
•of    Edinburgh    and  other   places   with 
tlieir  pockets  full  of  money,   and  had, 
in  the  course  of  their  deaHngs,  to  resort 
to  public  houses.    Why  ]    Because  there 
alone  could  change  be  obtained.    What 
happened    now    was    that    men    wrote 
cheques,     and     all     these       adjourn- 
ments to  public  houses  had  been  done 
away  with.    They  had  been  got  rid  of 
largely  by  the  facility  of  the  Id.  cheques. 
Did  the   right  hon.   Gentleman   know 
what  the  Scotsman  was?    Did  he  sup- 
pose he  was  going  to  pay  2d.  when  Id. 
would  do  ?    The  success  of  his  country- 
men had  been  largely  due  to  the  care 
they  took  of  their  pence,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  no  conception  of 
the  trouble  they  would  take  to  evade 
an  impost  of  this   sort.     He,   himself, 
;since  the  debate  had  been  in  progress, 
had  begim  to  consider  how  much  he 
had  spent  in  cheques,  and  he  found  that 
he  had  spent  in  Id.   cheques  J&300  in 
a  very  short  tima      A   Scotsman   did 
not  spend  £50  unless  he  had  previously 
found  out  a  way  of  saving  it,  and  he 
was   perfectly   certain    that    the  result 
of  such  an  impost    as   this    would  be 
that  men  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  looking   into  the  money  which  they 
spent  in  this  way,   and  would  discover 
a  way  by  which  they  might  evade  this 
2d.  duty.     He  had  always  observed  that 
when  a  new  tax  was  imposed,  that  tax 
was  apt  to  become  permanent.    Loans 
had  been  spoken  about,  and  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  told  that  those  loans 
would  be  paid  by  somebody  else.     That 
might  be  so,  but  whether  that  was  so 


or  not  with  regard  to  loans,  if  this  tax 
was  passed  it  would  remain,  and  he 
trusted  under  the  circumstances  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  find 
some  other  means  of  attaining  the  end  he 
had  in  view. 

♦(9.27.)  Mr,  COREIE  GEANT  (War- 
wickshire, Rugby)  thought  there  was  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  for  the  suggestion 
that  this  tax  should  not  be  imposed  upon 
cheques  below  a  certain  limit.  A  limit 
of  £100  had  been  suggested,  but  in  his 
opinion  it  would  be  sufficient  if  the  limit 
was  made  £20.  If  that  limit  was  fixed 
there  would  be  this  advantage,  that 
bankers  would  refuse  to  issue  these  2d. 
cheques  except  to  customers  whose 
means  were  undoubted,  and  as  a  result 
business  men  would  at  last  have  a  cheque 
with  a  certain  guarantee,  or,  at  any  rate, 
a  cheque  with  a  greater  guarantee  than 
there  was  at  the  present  time.  That 
would  certainly  be  an  advantage  to  those 
who  had  large  dealings  with  cheques 
coming  from  persons  of  whom  they  knew 
nothing  but  their  signature.  Then  there 
was  the  other  point  of  view,  the  position  of 
the  small  professional  man  who  had  great 
difficulty  in  making  both  ends  meet.  The 
person  who  had  a  small  banking  account 
hada  constant  check  upon  himself,  because 
if  he  overdrew  his  account  the  bank  did 
not  treat  him  in  the  same  way  as  they 
would  treat  a  large  customer;  he  would 
be  at  once  asked  to  close  his  account. 
Again,  a  great  many  people  now  used 
their  banking  account  as  a  cash  account. 
They  paid  in  everything  and  they  paid 
everything  by  cheque,  and  relied  on  their 
pass-books  to  see  how  they  were  going 
on.  He  thought  if  this  tax  was  passed 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  find  at 
once  that  an  endeavour  would  be  made 
on  the  part  of  the  public  at  large  to  see, 
he  would  not  say  how  to  evade  it,  but,  to 
see  how  they  could  avoid  drawing  so 
many  cheques.  Another  reason  why  the 
present  system  should  not  be  interfered 
with  was  that  a  cheque  was  immd 
facie  evidence  of  payment  to  the  person 
to  whom  it  was  drawn.  One  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  which  traders  ex- 
perienced when  they  came  to  the  Law 
Courts  was  not  the  validity  of  their  case, 
but  the  nature  of  the  evidence  required 
to  prove  it.  It  frequently  happened  that 
a  case  to  recover  £1  10s.  involved  a  cost 
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of  £5  for  the  evidence  necessary  to  prove  been  told  by  a  banker  of  his  acquaintance 
the  case,  but  a  cheque  was  pimd  facie  that  it  would  entail  great  loss  on  the 
evidence.  The  temptation  to  the  right ,  banks,  because  it  would  diminish  deposits, 
hon.  Gentleman  was  apparent.  Here  was  I  People  would  draw  cheques  once  a  month 
at  least  £500,000  which  it  seemed  he  or  once  in  two  months,  and  pay  their 
could  easily  collect.  No  doubt  he  had  t  accounts  with  the  money  they  had 
some  figures  which  justified  the  assump- '  drawn.  Thus  the  people  would  hoard 
tion  that  120,000,000  cheques  were  '  gold,  which  it  was  not  desirable  that 
drawn  annually,  and  one  could  easily  |  they  should  do.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
understand  the  temptation  to  put  an  the  tax,  if  passed,  would  not  only  not 
extra  penny  stamp  upon  those  cheques.  |  increase  the  revenue,  but  would  go  a 
If  the  argument  was  sound,  one  could  .  great  way  towards  destroying  the  bank- 
justify  the  action  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  ing  facilities  of  the  country. 
Exchequer  in  asking  for  £500,000  in  this  : 

way,  which  would  be  something  towards  ^^37^  ^^  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lyna 
making  up  his  deficit  He,  however,  j^  j^^  expressed  regret  that  the  right 
thought  that  the  number  of  chequ^  he  j^^^  ^Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
should  draw  at  2d.  a  cheque  would  be  '  j^^j^^  ^^^y  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^ 

much  less  than  the  number  he  drew  at  Id.      ,^^^  ^^^       ^j^^  ^j^^j^  ^^  ^j^j^  ^^^^^ 
He  had  always  paid  by  cheques  since  he  |  J'^  ^^  had  been,  he  would  have  found 


had  had  a  banking  account,  and  he  now 
drew  perhaps  200  cheques  a  year,  but 


that  on  this  occasion  not  one  defender 
of  the  Government    could    be    found. 


if  this  tax  passed  instead  of  drawing  |  ^j^^^.^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  1^^^,  ^^^  f^^^ 
a  cheque  for  «ich  amount  he  would  jj^^  ^^^  ^j  pourt.  Every  Member  who 
draw  a  cheque  for  the  whole  sum  and  !  j^^  ^^^^  j^  j^^d  spoken  against 

distribute  the  cash  among  his  tradesmen  ^^j^  ^  He  could  not  conceive  how 
afterwards     That,  he  beUeved.  would  be   ^j^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^        ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  „f  ^^^ 

the  way  this  tax  would  affect  everybody  chanceUor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  couW 
who  ha^  to  pay  snudl  sums    and  as    a  ,  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  j^^^  j^^ 

resdt  the  revenue  of  the  Chancellor  of   ^^^  .^^nsideration  of  the  Budget  at 


Exchequer  would  be  reduced  instead  of 
being  increased. 

MR-  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  hoped  the  Government  would 
reconsider  this  tax  as  far  as  it  referred  to 
cheques.  So  far  as  it  concerned  bills  at 
sight  and  dividend  warrants  he  had  no 
objection  to  it,  but  he  beUeved,  so  far  as 

it  concerned  cheques,  even  if   the  right ;  occasion  he  must  have  been  in  a  position 
hon.    Gentleman  imposed  it   he   would   to  obtain  good  advice.     Sitting  near  the 

right  hon.  Gentleman  was  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who,  no  doubt, 
was  extremely  conversant  with  all  these 
matters,    who    had    both    private    and 


the  last  moment,  and  something  with* 
drawn  which  left  a  deficit  of  half  a 
milhon,  and  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  put  in  this  tax  to  fill  up 
the  gap.  Of  course,  when  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  brought  in  a  new  tax 
of  this  kind  he  could  not  always  command 
expert  advice  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
tax  and  its  merits,   but  surely  on  this 


gain  nothing  by  it.  His  objection  to  it 
was  two-fold.  In  the  first  place  it  would 
fall  very  unequally  upon  the  tax-payer. 
Certain   men  drew  few  cheques  m  the 

year.  Others,  who  might  be  poorer  '  official  knowledge  of  them;  and  if  the 
men,  drew  many  more.  One  man  had  |  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not 
told  him  that  he  drew  on  the  average  sought  the  advice  of  the  President  of  the 
sixty  cheques  a  day  for  small  sums.  A  Board  of  Trade  on  this  occasion,  he  had 
difference  would  be  made  to  him  of  over  missed  an  opportunity  which  he  ought 
£75  a  year.  That  in  itself  seemed  to  to  have  taken.  He  entirely  agreed  with 
show  that  the  tax  would  be  unfairly  every  hon.  Member  who  had  spoken  as 
imposed.  In  the  second  place,  I  to  the  extraordinary  dements  of  this 
it  would  not  be  an  advantage  I  tax.  He  thought  the  device  was  a  most 
to  bankers,  but  a  loss.  It  would  unfortunate,  inadvisable,  irritating,  and 
destroy  banking  faciUties,  and  people  foolish  one.  What  was  the  genesis  of 
would  go  back  to  the  old  custom  of  j  the  cheque  t  Originally  mankind  carried 
keeping  money  in  their  houses.     He  had    out  their  commercial  transactions  by  a 

Mr.  Carrie  Ch'nitf, 
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brutal  83rstein  of  barter.  They  then 
evcdved  a  system  of  currency,  and 
eTontually  eli^rated  a  system  of  credit. 
The  cheque  was  the  crown  and  summit 
of  the  modern  system  of  credit.  It  was 
that  which  marked  the  great  difference 
between  the  highly  civilised  and  com- 
mercialised man  and  the  savage.  And 
it  was  largely  because  of  the  increased 
reliance  upon  the  system  of  credit  which 
we  knew  as  **  the  cheque  "  that  we  had 
such  ^n  enormous  increase  in  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  really  seemed  to  desire, 
so  far  as  his  tax  could  do  it,  to  put  an 
end  to  that  system  of  credit,  and  to  drive 
us  back  to  the  methods  of  barbarism,  to 
force  us  to  leave  our  money  no  longer 
with  the  banker,  by  whom  it  would  be 
lent  to  others  and  left  to  fructify,  but  to 
withdraw  it  from  our  bankers  and  keep  ' 
it  in  drawers  in  our  private  houses.  > 
This  tax  was  mischievous  in  every  way ; ' 
it  would  be  mischievous  in  its  effect  on 
the  banking  system ;  it  would  diminish 
the  capital  available  in  the  country  for  I 
commercial  purposes,  and  would  have 
every  sort  of  pernicious  effect.  The  ] 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seemed  to 
think  that  this  extra  tax  would  not  make  I 
much  difference.  It  would  make  all  the  > 
difference  in  the  world.  Nobody  minded  ! 
paving  a  penny ;  everybody  minded . 
pajring  twopence.  It  seemed  strange,  but 
everybody  who  knew  human  nature 
knew  that  it  was  so.  Between  the  penny 
and  the  twopence  there  was  a  wide  chasm 
fixed,  which  nothing  could  bridge,  in  the 
imagination  of  man.  It  was  so.  Let 
the  House  take  the  example  of  the  Post 
Office.  The  Post  Office  earned  its 
enormous  revenue  entirely  by  virtue  of 
the  penny.  It  was  the  magic  virtue  of 
the  penny  postage  which  enabled  the 
Post  Office  to  earn  its  revenue,  and 
not  to  only  earn  its  own  revenue  but 
to  carry  on  its  shoulders  the  loss  of  the 
higher  tariffs  of  the  telegraphs  and  the 
telephones,  all  of  which  it  was  responsible 
for,  and  which  were  carried  on  at  a  loss. 
Would  either  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  or  the  Postmaster  Oeneral 
dare  to  raise  the  postage  to  2d.  1    .^^  ^^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
recognised,  as  did  everybody  else,  that 
in  the  case  of  smaU  cheques  the  extra 
charge  would  be  enormous,  but  his 
argument  was  that  in  the  case  of  large 

VOL.  CVI.         [Fourth  Skrirs.] 


cheques  it  would  make  no  difference  at 
all,  and  for  the  transmission  of  smaller 
amounts  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
suggested  that  the  Post  Office  might  be 
utilned,  and  instead  of  sending  a  cheque 
a  money  order  might  be  sent.  In  the 
first  place,  to  send  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding £1  by  means  of  a  money  order 
cost  2d.,  and  between  £1  and  £3  it  cost 
3d.,  and  there  were  other  restrictions. 
You  had  to  put  your  name  and  write  it 
carefully,  and  if  there  was  a  mistake  the 
Post  Office  would  not  recognise  it.  If 
one  wanted  to  "stop"  it,  then  it  cost 
4d.  more.  And,  last  of  all,  the  Post  Office 
took  no  responsibility.  There  was  no 
banker  or  merchant — no  man  who  dealt 
in  cheques  or  transmission  of  money — 
who  could  cover  himself  with  such  a 
mantle  of  irresponsibility.  To  suggest 
the  use  of  the  Post  Office  was  little  less 
than  a  mockery.  As  a  substitute  for  a 
cheque,  one  would  have  to  send  and 
sign  for  a  money  order,  which  was  all  time 
and  trouble.  What  one  had  to  do  when 
one  wanted  to  send  money  to  the  other 
end  of  the  town  or  the  other  end  of  the 
Kingdom,  or  to  some  other  Kingdom, 
was  to  write  a  cheque  and  cross  it — and 
one  felt  perfectly  at  ease  as  to  the  safety 
of  that  cheque.  Would  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  apply  this  system  to 
the  £150,000,000  of  the  savings  of  the 
people  which  the  P6st  Office  bad  in  its 
charge  1  Every  halfpenny  of  that  could 
be  drawn  out  without  a  stamp  at  all. 
If  we  required  a  stamp  for  2d.  when  we 
drew  out  money  from  the  bank,  why 
not  apply  the  system  to  the  Post  Office  ? 
Why  should  the  Post  Office  perform  its 
business — and  very  badly  it  did  it,  as  a 
rule — under  such  circumstances  as  these  ? 
It  was  not  fair  to  leave  that  establish- 
ment entirely  free  from  the  fiscal  charges 
laid  upon  other  banks.  As  had  already 
been  pointed  out,  this  tax  in  effect 
amounted toanotherincome  tax.  Cheques 
were  used  as  a  rule  by  those  who  paid 
income  tax ;  those  who  did  not  pay  income 
tax  did  not  as  u  rule  use  cheques.  If  in 
times  to  come  some  more  liberal 
ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  took  a 
halfpenny  off  this  tax,  then  probably 
cheques  would  be  used  by  those  who  had 
small  incomes  and  who  read  the  Oaily 
Mail.  This  tax  was  an  addition  to  the 
daily  expenses  of  those  who  used  cheques, 
and  practically  amounted  to  an  addition 
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to  the  income  tax.  He  did  not  know 
how  many  cheques  people  drew  as  a  rule. 
He  personally  drew  perhaps  300  cheques 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  so  there 
would  be  no  considerable  addition  to  his 
payments  upon  these  transactions.  But  it 
would  be  putting  an  additional  shackle 
on  trade,  and  he  begged  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  abandon  a  proposal 
which  had  caused  considerable  irritation 
and  alarm. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  am  surprised 
at  the  extraordinary  importance  that 
appears  to  be  attached  to  this  small 
additional  charge  by  hon.  Members,  not 
on  behalf  of  those  who  use  cheques  to  a 
very  large  extent,  but  on  account  of  their 
own  personal  convenience.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Rugby  spoke  of  drawing  300 
cheques  a  year,  and  said  that  this  tax  would 
make  him  consider  how  he  could  reduce 
them.  Was  the  addition  of  300  pence  an 
insupportable  burden  to  him  ?  The  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  spoke  as  if  the 
additional    penny  would  very  seriously 


affect  the  banking  business,  and  induce 

Siople  to  keep  theu*  money  in  a  stocking, 
e,  it  appears,  draws  300  cheques  annually, 
and  wul  he  give  up  the  convenience  of 
the  banking  system  for  25s.?  I  appeal 
to  the  Committee  to  treat  this  as  a  business 
matter.      I  have   not  been   able    to  be 

f  resent  throughout  the  entire  debate,  but 
have  heard  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  will 
make  myself  acquainted  with  all  the 
objections  urged.  I  have  already  promised 
to  look  into  these  objections  and  any 
communications  I  receive.  I  adnlit  that 
there  is  something  to  be  said  in  favour  of 
differential  treatment  of  cheques  for  small 
amounts,  and  it  may  be  possible  to  modify 
my  proposal,  though  I  cannot  now  say 
anything  definite  upon  that.  I  hope 
the  Committee  will  now  agree  to  close 
this  preliminary  discussion  and  take  the 
Resolution. 

(9.56.)     Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  .—Ayes,  186  ; 
Noes,  119.     (Division  List  No.  111.) 


Ac?and-Heod,Capt.Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-GardDer,  James  Tynte 
AriRon,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
ArkwriKht,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Foreter,  Hugh  D. 
Arrol,  Sir  "William 
Bacot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bafley,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baltoar,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour.RtHnGerald  W(Leed8 
Baifonr,  Kenneth  R.(CbriBtch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,KtHn.SirMichael  Hicks 
Bhownagffree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Black,  Alexander  WiUiam 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brookneld,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brotberton,  Edward  Allen 
Butcher,  John  Greorge 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish.V.  C  W.  ( Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlam,  Rt  Hn.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chamberlayne,T.  (S'thampton 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowks. 


AYES. 

Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H. Athole 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranbome,  Lord 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
CroBsley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davies,SirHoratio  D(Chatham 
Davies,M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmona 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawreoce,  Sir  Edwin 
Evan8,SirFranci8H(Maidstone 
Fellowe8,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brooklehurst 
Finch,  Geor^ee  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,Sir  Michael  (Loo.  Unir. 
Foster,  Vhil.S.  ( Warwick,8.  W. 
Fo8t«r,Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibl)e,Hn.  A.G.  H.  (City  of  Lon. 
Gordon.  Hn  J.  E(  Elgin  &  Nairn) 
Gore,  Hn.S.F.  Ormsby-  (Line.) 
Gorst,  Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 


Croulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  Walford  D.  (Wed'bury 
GrettoD,  John 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hall,  Edward  Marehafl 
Hambro,  Cliarles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnLord  G.(Mid*x 
Hamilton,  Marq.of  (L'nd'deny 
Hanlmrv,  Rt.Hn.  Robert  Wm. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Fre«lerick  Geo. 
Heath,  James  (Staffords,  N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hemion-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouse,  Henry  (Somerset,E. 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,  J.F.  (8heffi'd,Bright«ide 
Honit,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhous^ 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kennaway,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  Jn.  H. 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury) 
Kenyon-Slaney.Col.  W.  (Salop. 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut  -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leve«>n-Gower,  Fred.  N.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
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Long,RtHn  Walter  (Brisiol.S) 
Lowe,  Francb  'WUliAm 
Lucas,  Keginald  J.  (PorUm'th. 
Lyttletoo,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M' AHhur,  Charlee  (Liverpool) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Maxwell.RtHnSirH.  E.(Wig'n 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  (Domfrieash) 
Mitehell,  William 
More,  RobtJaHDer  (Shropshire 
MoiTiHOo,  James  Archibald 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbny,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,Rt  HnA.  Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Orr-Ewing,  Charle«  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenexer 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Piatt- Higgimi,  Frederick 


Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryoe- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Riandlee,  Jonn  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Rea,  Russell 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jamet*  Farquharson 
Ridley,  Hn  M.W.(StalTbridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stqpford- 
Seely,Maj.  J.E.  B.  (IsleofWight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,East) 
Smith,HC(North'mb.TyBeeide 
Smith,James  PArker(Lanark8. 
Spear,  John  Ward 


Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMarkJ.M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,JA(Glamorgan,Gower 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tonilin8on,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tuke.  Sir  John  Batty 
VaJentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Williams.Osmond  (Merioneth) 
WiUiams,RtHnJPowell-(Birm 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  AStanley(York,£.  R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil9on,J.W.(Worce8ter8h.N.) 
Worsley  -Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  (^eorge 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E.) 
Allan,  WUliam  (Gateshead) 
Alien,CharleBP.(Glouc , Stroud 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Blake.  Edward 
Bowles  T.Gibeon(King'sLynn) 
Brigg,  John 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Boros,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Caw  ley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Coodon,  Thom'is  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
levies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
Dooelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  WUliam 
Fly  no,  James  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  EUis  J. 
Uammond,  Juhn 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hajden,  John  Patrick 
HouhoiMe,C.  E.  H.(BriMtol,E.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife, West)  ■ 
JoneM,WiUiam(Cariiarvoiishire 


Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kinlooh,SirJohnGreorgeSmyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lee«e,SirJosephF.(Aocrington) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Loueh,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Maoneill,  John  Grordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Cann,  James 
M*Crae,  George 
IVI*(iovem,T. 
M*Kean,  John 

M*  Killop,  Jame<i(8tirlingshire) 
M'KUlop,  W.  (Sliffo,  North) 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Manstield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markliam,  Arthur  Basil 
Minch,  Matthew 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,DavidJ.(W1tham8tow 
Mofu«,  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,CoI.  John  P.  (Gal way, N. ) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
0*Connor,James(  WickloWjW. ) 
O'Donnell.  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O' Kelly,  JameH(  RoHCommon,N 

N2 


CMaUey,  WUliam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffian  Walden) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Reddy,  M. 

Retimond,  John  E.(  Water  ford) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dimdee) 
Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  John  (Foriar shire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,RtHn.C.  R.  (Northanta 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  AIfred(Glamorean,E. ) 
Thomas,  David  A 1  f  red  ( \lerthyr 
Thomson,  P.W.  (York,W.  R.) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tomkinsun,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
WTiitley,J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.R) 
WllHon,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Woodhou»e,SirJ  T.  ( H  uddersf  d 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxafi,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Kearley  and  Mr. 
HoUand. 
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CONTINUANCE    OF     ADDITIONAL    CUSTOMS 

DUTIES. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  additional  customs  auties  on 
tobacco,  beer,  and  spirits  imposed  by 
Sections  2,  3,  4,  and  5  of  the  Finance 
Act,  1900  (including  any  increased  duties 
imposed  by  Section  5  of  that  Act),  shall 
continue  to  be  charged  until  the  1st  day 
of  August,  1903."— (3fr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,) 

(10.10.)  Mr.  FLYNN  said  they  had 
hoped  that  the  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer 
would  announce  a  reduction  of  the  tobacco 
duty.  To  the  Irish  working  man  tobacco 
had  become  almost  a  necessity,  and  he 
spent  upon  it  a  larger  proportion  of  his 
earnings  than  the  people  of  the  wealthier 
country  of  England.  Many  a  hard-working 
Irishman,  peasant  or  town  artisan,  would 
rather  go  without  his  breakfast  than 
forfeit  his  dearly-loved  pipe  of  tobacco. 
That  might  be  very  wronc  or  foolish, 
but  at  any  rate  he  paid  the  tax.  He 
had  been  talking  to  a  Member  of  the 
House  who  was  a  teetotaller,  and  who 
did  not  smoke  or  take  tea,  and  the  only 
way  in  which  this  Budget  would  touch 
that  hon.  Member  was  by  the  additional 
penny  which  was  put  upon  the  income 
tax.  And  yet  the  poor  Irish  peasant 
had  to  pay  more  upon  his  tea  and 
tobacco  than  the  hon.  Member  he  alluded 
to  paid  upon  the  income  tax.  He 
thought  the  Committee  generally  would 
not  have  objected  to  an  additional  four- 


pence  on  the  income  tax,  rather  than  that 
an  additional  burden  should  have  been 
placed   upon   the  peasantry  of  Ireland. 
The  case  of  the  poor  people  of  Ireland 
had    often    been     brought    before    the 
House,  and  he  wished  to  point  out  to 
hon.  Members  that  tobacco  and  tea  hadi 
become  almost  a  necessity  with  the  Irish 
people,  for  those  articles  had  long  since 
ceased  to  be  luxuries.    Well-to-do  people- 
looked  with  amazement  at  the  fact  that 
an   Irish   working  man  generally  spent 
ninepence  or  a  shilling  a  week  upon  hm 
beloved   weed.      To    the    Irish  peasant 
woman,  who  consumed  a  large  amount 
of  tea,  and  to  the  Irish  workman,  who 
was   fond    of    tobacco,   the    high    duty 
now   being    imposed    was    practically   a 
sumptuary  law.     He  had  no  association 
or  sympathy   whatever  with    the   huge 
tobacco    "  combines "  which     had    been 
formed,   but    he    thought    that    in   thif; 
Budget  there    should    have  been   some 
assuagement  of  the  burdens  upon  Irish 
working  men.      He   hoped    that   before 
the   Budget  was    finally   adopted    they 
would  get  some  crumb  of  comfort  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     He  pleaded 
for    the    Irish    working    men,    and     he 
sincerely  trusted  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would    be    able    to  see- 
his  way  to  give  some  little  concession. 

(10.16.)  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  272  u 
Noes,  56.     (Di\'ision  List  N^o.  112.) 


AYES. 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
A^g-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Alleii,CharlesP.  (Gloac.  ,Stroud 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Morvyn 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baffot,  Capt  Josceline  FitxRoy 
Biuley,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt  Hon.  A.J.  ( Manch'r 
BalfoQr,RtHnGeTa]dW(Leed8) 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.(Christch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,Rt,Hn.SirMichaelHickf* 


Bhownagffree,  Sir  M.  M. 

Bignold,  Arthur 

Bigwood,  James 

Bin,  Charles 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 

Brassey,  Albert 

Brigff,  John 

Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 

Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 

Butcher,  John  George 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 

Cavendi8h,V.C,W.(  Derbyshire 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Chamberlam,Rt.Hon.  J.  (Birm. 

Chamberlain,  J .  AnRt€n(  Worc'r 

Cliamberlayne,T.  (S'thampton) 


Channing,  Francis  AUstoD' 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  C^tavius  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coffhill,  Douglas  Hanj 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole* 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North)* 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Crais,  Robert  Hunter 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
CroBsley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith.  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davies,SirHoratioU,(  Chatham 
Davies,  M.  Vaughau  •(  Cardigan 
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XHoldnaon,  Robert  Edmond       ' 
Bickaoo,  Charlei  8oott  | 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward     j 
Dcaghty,  Croori^e  i 

Doaglaa,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Aken-    | 
DooffUs,  Charles  M.  (Lanark)  . 
Doxtord,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Daka,  Henry  Edward  ' 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Darning*  Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin  , 
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Cvans,SirFranci8H(  Maidstone 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

FelIowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
f  enwick,  Charles 
Fietden,  Edward  Brocklehnrst 
Findi,  Ceoige  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foreter,  Henrv  William 
Fo«ter,SirMicliael(Lond.  Univ. 
Fort  ter,  Philii^.  ( Warwick,S.  W 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Gardner,  Ernest 
•Gibbs3n.  AG.H.  (Cityof  Lond. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  E.(Elgin&Naim 
■Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Ormsbv-t  Line. ) 
Gorst,  Rt.Hon.  Sir  Joun  Eldon 
Goalding,  Edward  Alfred 
-Grant,  Corrie 

<  i  reen,  WalfordD(  Wednesbury 
Gretton,  John 
Oritfith.  Ellis  J. 
<*anlon.  Sir  W.  Brampton 
(luthrie,  Walter  Morray 

Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
HamilU>n,RtHnLordG(Midd*x 
Hamilton,Marq.of  ( L'nd'nderry 
Hanborv.Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hare,  lliomas  Leigh 
Harmsworth,  R  I^icester 
Ha»lam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Creo. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.Charles  Scale- 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.  N.  W\ 
H^er,  Angnstns 
Hennon-  Hodge,  Robert  Trot  ter 
Hickman.  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samnel 
Hobbonse,  C.  E.H.(BriAtol,E.) 
Hobhoose,  Henry  (Somerset,  E. 
Hogg,  Lindsav 
HoUand,  William  Henry 
Hope,J.  F.(Sheffield,Brightoide 
Hoalt,  Joreph 
Houston,  Robert  PaterHon 
Howard,John(  KenttF  vers  ham 

Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
-.1  ones,  WU  liam  (Cmarvonshire 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennawar  Jit.  Hon.  Sir  John  H. 
Keny on,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury) 
Kenyon-Slaney  ,Col.  W^.  (Salop) 
Keswick,  Wiluam 
KitiM>ii,  Sir  James 
Koowlee,  Leee 

Lambion,  Hn.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lai^ey,  Batty 


Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
LawBon,  John  Grant 
Lee,  Arthur  H.  ( Han  ts,Fareham 
Leese,Sir JoJiephF.  ( Aocrington 
Le^m,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Le^n,  Sir  Joseph 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Leveson-Gower,FrederlckN.  S. 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(Bristol,S 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.(  Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 

Macdoaa,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  Charle*( Liverpool) 
M*Calmont,Col.  J.  (Antrim,E) 
M*Crae,  George 
M'Killop,  James  (StirlingHhire 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcoliiij  Ian 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,  Rt  HnSirHE(  Wigt*n 
Maxwell,  WJH(Dumfrieashire 
Mitchell,  WiUiam 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropehire 
Morgan,DavidJ(  Walthamst'w 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArtburH.  A.  ( Deptf ord 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
I  Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray  ,RtHn  AGraham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Murray,  0)1.  Wyndham  (Bath 

Nicholson.  William  Graham 
Norman,  Henry 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  HerbertPike(Darlingt'n 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  (t. 
Piatt- Higgio8.  Frederick 
Plommer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
RattifiAu,  Sir  William  Henry 
Rea,  Ku}>sell 
Reid.  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Hn.  M.  W .  (Stalybridge 


Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eihon) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Rutherford,  John 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Seely,Maj.  J  E B(Isle  of  Wight 
Shan>e,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Ck>x,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford, East 
Smith,HC(  Northern  b.Tyneside 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,Rt.  Hn.  CR  ( Northants 
Stanley,Edward  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  SirMarkJ.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  Napier 

Thomas,David  Alfred  ( Merthyr 
Thomas,  J  A  (GlamorganGower 
Thompeon,F.W.  (York,  W.  R, 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  J  obnCathcart  ( Orkney 
Welby,  Lt.  Col.  A  CE  (Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.  E.(Nott« 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,  H  (Ashtonund  Lyne 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth 
W  illiam8,RtHnJPowell-(Birm 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WUls,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.  R 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.  (Norfolk,Mid 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
WUson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.  W\  (Worce8t«r«h,N 
WUfton-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks 
Woo«lhou8e,Sir J  T  ( Hudderef  d 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 
Yoxafl,  James  Henry 


Tellers   for  the  Aves — 

Sir  WUIiam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.  E. 

Blake,  Edward 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Cogaj),  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomaa  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Kandal 

DaWes,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Ffrench,  PeUr 

Field,  William 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Hammond,  John 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hope,  John  Deans  ( Fife,  West) 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 


Joyce,  Michael 

London,  W. 

MacDonuell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Cann,  James 

M  •Govern,  T. 

M'Kean,  John 

M*Killop.  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Miuoh,  Matthew 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Col.  John  P.  (Galway,N) 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South. 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary.  N.) 

O'Connor,  James  ( Wick  low,  W. 

0'Donnell,T.  (Kerr>%  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  J  ames  ( Ro8Common,N 


O'Malley,  WUliam 
O'Martt,  James 
O'Shanghnessv,  P.  J. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Keddy,  M. 

Redmond,  JohnE.  (Waterford> 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee^ 
Roche,  John 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daiiel 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
White,  Patrick  ( Meath,  Nortb 
Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 

Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


CONTINUANCE      OF      ADDITIONAL      EXCISE 
DUTY  ON   BEER   AND  SPIRITS. 

(10.31.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  That  the  additional  excise  duties  on  beer 
and  spirits  imposed  by  Sections  6  and  7 
of  The  Finance  Act,  1900,  shall  continue 


to  be  charged  until  the  Ist  day  of 
August,  1903."— (il/r.  Chiincellor  of  (he  AV- 
chequer.) 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  288 ;. 
Noes,  56.     (Division  List  No.  113.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  Jamefi  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allan,  William  ((iateshead) 
Allen,  ChaaP.  ((Jlouc. .Stroud) 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Menryn 
Arkwrifrht,  Jolm  Stanlioi>e 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
BaUey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarras,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour.RtHntieraldW  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.(Cbristch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Beach,RtHnSir  Michael  Hicks 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignuld,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 

Black,  Alexander  William 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  E<lward 
Boscawen.  Arthur  Griffith- 
Brassey,  All»ert 
Brig^,  John 

Brookiield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brothenon,  Edward  Allen 
Boms,  John 
Batcher,  John  George 
Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 


AYES. 

Cavendish,  V.  C.W.(Derby8hire 
Cawley»  Frederick 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Charabe'*lain,Rt.Hn.  J.  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(  Worc'r 
Chamberlayne,T.  (S'tbampton 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octaviut*  I^igh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coghili,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loui^ 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chat*.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig,  Hobert  Hunter 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexavider  ((Hasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Cliarles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,SirHoratioD  (Chatham 
Davies,M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 
Dickinson,  Robert  Eidmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doufflas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxlord,Sir  WilliamTheodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
DumiDg-Lawrenoe,  Sir  Edw  in 


Elibank,  Master  of 
Evans,SirFranrii«H(  Maidstone 
Evanw,  Samuel  T.(Glanioi>^an) 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fen%vick,  Charles 
Feivu!«%on,RtHu  Sir  J.(Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurrt 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
B  lower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  W^illiam 
Fo8ter,Sir  Michael  (Lon.Univ. 
Foster,  Phil.S.(  Warwick,S.W. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.). 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Furuess,  Sir  Christopher 
Gardner,  Ernest 
GibbsHnA.G.H(CityofLond. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
(k>rdon,HnJ.E(Elgin&  Nairn)- 
Gorst.  Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulaing,  Edward  Alfred 
(vrant,  Uorrie 

Green,Walf..rdD.(Wedn'bbury 
Gretton,  John 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hambro,  ('harles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnLord  G<Mid'x. 
Hamilton,Marq.of  (Londond'y 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wra. 
Hardy  ,Laurence(  Kent  Ashford 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harmsworth,  R.  I^ioester 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo^ 
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HajM,  Rt  Hon.  CharleB  Seale- 
Heath,  Jas.  (Suffords.  N.W.) 
Hakler,  Augustuf* 
Hermon-Hodj^e,  Kobt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoar«,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhoune,  C.E.  H( Bristol, £.) 
Hol>tioaH«,  Henry  (Somerset, E. 
Hogg.  Lindttay 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,  J. P.  (Sbeffid^Brightoide 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  KoU-rt  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Kent,  Kaversbam) 
Howard,  J.  (Midd./rottenhani 
JeUb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
.lobu»ton,  William  (Belfast) 
Junes,  Wm.  (CHroarvonshire) 
Kearley,  HudHoa  E. 
Kennaway,Rt.Un.Sir  John  H. 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes.,  Bury) 
Kenyon-Slanev,Col.  W.  (Salop. 
Koi'n'ick,  William 
Kit«on,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lam  bton,Hon.  Frederick  W^m. 
Laurie,  Lieut -General 
Lawrence,  Wro.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawnon,  John  Grant 
Lee,  ArtburH.  ( Hants,Farebam 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Le^e,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leij^,  Sir  Joseph 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
I^eng,  Sir  John 
Leveton-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Long.  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Bristol.S 
Lewe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kiikman 
Lucas, Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas.  Reginald  J .  ( Portsmouth 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
MH^almont,  Col.  J.(Antrim,E. ) 
M'Crae,  George 
M 'Kil  lop,James  (Stirlingshire) 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manstield,  Horace  Rendall 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulpb 
Maxwell,RtHnSirH.E(Wigt*n 
Maxwell,  W.J.H.(Damfries8h.) 


Mitchell,  William 
Moleewortb,  Sir  Lewis 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 
Morgan,Dav.  J.  ( Walthamstow 
Morgan,J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morri«>on,  James  Archibald 
M<  >rton,  Arthur  H.  A.  ( Deptf  ord 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moulton,  J'>hn  Fletcher 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray  ,RtHn  A.  Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  ( Batd) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Norman,  Henry 
NuRsey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Neill,  Hon.  l{ol)ert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewinsr,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
ParKes,  El)enezer 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  Herb.  Pi  k  e  ( Darlineton) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffr«m  Walden) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Platt-Higi;ins,  Frederick 
Plumtner.  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Pry  ce- J  ones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robf  rt 
Pym,  C.  Guv 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Raicliff,  R.  F. 

Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Rea,  Russell 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Rickett,  J.  Comoton 
Ridley,  Hn.M.W.(StAly bridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Biyn  (Eifion) 
Rolierte,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Rol)erts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Roliertson.  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rolleston.  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round.  James 
Russell,  T.  \\. 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marvlebone,  W.) 
Seely,Mai.  J.  E.  B(lsleof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Chas.  Edw.  (Stafford) 


Shaw-Stewurt,  M.H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,Abel  H.( Hertford, East) 
Smith,H.C  (North'd.Tyneside. 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lai<arks.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spenoer,RtHn  C.  R  (Northanr^ 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.MTaggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.(Oxrd  Univ. 
Thomas, Allied  (Glamorgan, E. 
Thomas,  David  All.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,  J.  A  (Glam'gan,Gower 
Thomson,  F.W.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  Jame^ 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tuke,  Sir  Joha  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
WasoUjJonn  Cathcart( Orkney 
Welby.Lt -Col.  A.C  E(Tauia'n 
Welby,SirCharlesG.E  (Nott-.) 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whitf.  Luke  (York,  E.  K.) 
Whiteley,H(A8hton  und.Lyne 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams, Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Williams,RtHn  J.PoweU.(Bir. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archiltald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R.) 
Wilson,Fred.W.(Norfolk,Mid. 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(Worcester«h.  N. ) 
Wilson.Todd,Win.H.  (Yorks.) 
Wolff,  GusUv  Wilbelm 
Woodhou8e,SirJ  r(Huddersf'd 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Al»*xander 
Wyndbsm,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerbiirgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


Abraham,  Wi]Iiam(Cork,N.E. ) 
Blake,  Edward 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  William  Kandal 
Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
Doogao,  P.  C. 
Ffreoch,  Peter 


NOES. 

Field,  William 
Flynn,  James  Chru^toplier 
G  ilhooly,  James 
Hammoud,  John 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 


M'Cann,  James 

M 'Govern,  T. 

M*Kean,  John 

MKillop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Minch,  Matthew 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Murphy.  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,Col.JohnP.((;alway,N.) 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Lough,  South) 

O  Brien,  James  F.  A.  (Cork) 
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O'Hrten,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
0*Coiii»or,.JaineM  ( Wicklow,W. 
CDonnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
0*Do\vd,  John 

O' Kelly,  Jas.  (RoBcommon,  N. 
CMftlley,  William 
0*Mara,  James 
O'Shiughnesay,  P.  J. 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Robertson;  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
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Sullivan,  Donal 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,North) 

Young,  Samuel 

Yoxafi,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes,  C&p- 
tain  Donelan  and  Mx. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


AMENDMENT  OF   LAW. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  is  expedient  to  prolong 
the  term  of  certain  annuities,  and 
to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
National  Debt,  the  Customs,  and  the 
Inland  Revenue." — (Mr,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.) 

Me.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON(Dundee) 
said  he  understood  that  the  Resolution 
was  a  formal  one,  but  he  was  quite  certain 
that  the  vast  majorityof  theCommittee  did 
not  understand  what  it  meant.  He  did  not 
think  it  desirable  that  any  Resolution, 
however  formal,  should  be  passed  with- 
out its  object  being  understood  by  the 
Committee. 

♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  This  Resolu- 
tion  is  one  which,  in  my  own  interest,  I 
would  be  content  not  to  pass.  The  eflfect 
of  it  is  to  enable  the  House  to  move 
Amendments  to  the  Finance  Bill  in  re- 
lation to  matters  not  in  the  Budget  at 
all.  The  Resolution  is  considered 
essential  to  the  liberties  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

CUSTOMS— TEA. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  customs  duty  now  charged  on 
tea  shall  continue  to  be  charged  until 
the  Ist  day  of  August,  1903  (that  is 
to  say) : — 

Tea the  pound  Sixpence." 

— {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

(10.53.)  Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILLsaid 
that  tea  in  Great  Britain,  on  account  of 
the  better  scale  of  living  of  the  people,  was 
not  a  necessary  but  a  luxury,  whereas 
in  many  parts  of  Ireland  it  was  an 
absolute  necessary.  The  reason  was  per 
fectly  clear.  In  Ireland  the  people  were 
reduced  to  a  fare  which  was  practically 
starvation  fare,  and  was  literally  only 
sufficient  to  keep  Sody  and  soul  together. 


When  a  family  had  only  Indian    meal, 
sometimes  without  milk,  a  little  tea  be- 
came  a  necessary  as  a  stimulant  to  en- 
able them  to    go    back    to  their  work 
again,  and  it  was  cruel  that  tea,  used  in 
such  circumstances,  should  be  taxed.  The 
EngUsh  people  were  not  a  nimble-minded 
people,  and  it  was  very  difficult  for  them 
to  understand  any  conditions  of  life  in 
which  they  themselves   had     not   been 
placed.    It  was  quite  impossible  for  them 
to  know  what  it  was  to  feel  really  hungry. 
Why,  the  whole  lives  of  many  people  in 
Ireland  were  passed  in  a  chronic  state  of 
unsatisfied  hunger.  He  felt  very  strongly 
on  the  matter,  because  he   represented 
one  of  the  Divisions  of  Donegal  which 
was  largely  composed   of  congested  dis- 
tricts, and  where  the  population  was  very 
poor,  and  even  at  the  best  of  times  in 
want  of  the  actual    necessaries  of    life. 
He  felt  that  to  tax  a  necessarv  of  life  was 
little  short  of  an  act  of    cruelty.     The 
House  of  Commons    had    shown    itself 
wholly  insensible  to  shame    in    dealing 
with  Irish  questions,  especially  the  ques- 
tion   of  the    financial     relations.      The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  shown 
by  his  absence  his  utter  contempt  for  the 
Irish  people. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  asked  me 
particularly,  during  his  brief  absence,  to 
take  note  of  what  the  hon.  Member 
would  say,  and  to  report  it  to  him. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  said  he  was 
glad  of  that.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  one  of  the  most  con- 
ciliatory of  the  Gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  Bench,  and  he  had  always 
treated  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with 
respect.  He  felt  it  his  duty  as  a 
representative  of  the  people  to  show  to 
the  Committee,  and  through  the 
Committee  to  the  public,  the  absolute 
necessity  of  enablinfi;  congested  districts 
in  Ireland  to  have  cheap  tea.  Evidence 
was  given  before  the  Royal  Commission 


369  Ways  and  Meam^  {15  April  1902} 


The  Budget. 


370 


on  the  Unanoial  Balations  by  the 
person  who  of  all  othen  was  best 
acquainted  with  the  wants  and  daily 
Hves  of  the  poor  people  in  the  congested 
diatricta  of  Donegal  He  meant  the 
Most  BeT.  Dr.  ODonnell,  Bishop  of 
Raphoe,  whose  character,  services,  and 
benevolence  had  been  admitted  by  the 
Government  who  appointed  him  a 
member  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.  Dr.  fO'Donnell  supi^ied  the 
Commission  with  a  budget  of  a  Donegal 
peasant^s  expenditure.  He  might 
perhaps  tell  the  Committee  that  a 
Catholic  Bishop  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  wants,  feelings,  and 
wishes  of  the  very  poorest  of  the  people. 
He  was  quite  unlike  an  English  Bishop. 
If  he  himself  wanted  to  know  anything 
of  the  habits  of  the  people,  he  would 
inquire  of  a  Catholic  Bishop,  whereas,  if 
he  wished  to  know  something  of  the 
aristocracy,  he  would  ask  an  English 
Bishop.  The  gentleman  who  was 
examining  Dr.  O'Donnell  was  Sir 
David  Bajrbour,  who  gave  such  a  rosy 
description  of  the  Transvaal  gold 
mines.  In  his  evidence  Dr.  O'Donnell 
said  that  the  Irish  farmer  with  a  valua- 1 
tion  of  under  £10  was  practically  a 
vegetarian  from  year's  end  to  year's  end.  i 
He  further  said  that  a  substantial  part  of  i 
the  food  of  the  poorer  people  in  the  ' 
congested  districts  consisted  of  potatoes, 
and  when  the  sup^dv  of  potatoes  failed, 
the  main  article  of  food  was  Indian 
meal,  sometimes  with  a  little  milk,  often- 1 
times  not ;  and  he  added  that  that 
stirabout  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
large  use  of  tea  in  the  poorer  parts  of  \ 
the  country.  j 

*'  When    (he   continued)  a  man  is    prettj  | 
bard    worked   and  has  for    his  dinner  only  | 
potatoes    or    stiraboat,    a    little    tea    with 
M>me  bread  \»  really  a  necessary  of  life  in  { 
order    to    enable  him    to    ^    back    to    hit  i 
(a»k  with  anything  Uke  HPirit.     It  was  not  ' 
QOQinial  to  have  tea  and  bread  either  as  a 
■applement  to  the  food  I  have  described,  or  as 
a  snlistitote  for  it.'* 

Did   the   Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer  | 
think,  as  between  man  and  man,  that  it , 
was  fair  to  tax  an  absolute  necessary  of 
Kfe.  such  as  Dr.  O'Donnell  had  described  7 
Dr.    O'Donnell    further    said    that    in  [ 
Donegal  duty  was  chiefly  paid  on  tea 
and   tobacco,    and  that,    except  in  the 
towns,    the  people  did  not  drink  at  alL 
The  only^  stimulant  tbe  poor  people  in 


the  congested  districts  had  was  tea,  and 
for  th^  they  were  taxed  just  like 
the  millionaires  and  the  well-fed 
men  of  England.     Could  hon. 


wor 

Members  by  any  effort  imagine  a 
family  of  five  with  a  total  income 
of  something  like  £25  a  year,  and  of  that, 
according  to  Dr.  O'Donnell,  no  less  than 
£5  was  spent  on  tea  as  an  absolute 
necessity  of  life.  He  would  quote  a  very 
forcible  observation  by  Dr.  O'Donnell  in 
his  evidence.  He  was  asked  if  the 
scarcity  of  milk  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  introduction  of  tea.  And  he  replied — 

'*  Undoobtedly.  Yon  see,  it  is  very  difficult 
even  for  the  poor  to  consume  potatoes  and 
water,  or  stirabout  and  water,  and  sometinnes 
tea  and  bread  accompany  the  meal.  They 
need  something  like  a  dnnk  of  tea  to  make 
them  foivet  their  bad  meal  and  put  them  in 
humour  for  work  again.'* 

He  quite  realised  that  the  great  diffi- 
culty in  this  matter  was  that  the  Irish 
people  were  united  to  the  Elnglish  people, 
who  had  consistently  robbed  them.  As 
long  as  he  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons  he  would  protest 
against  the  persistent,  cruel,  and  heartless 
robbery  of  the  people  of  Ireland  by  English 
statesmen,  and  English  financiers,  although 
hon.  Members  would  that  night  record 
their  votes  in  favour  of  a  tax  on  an  article 
which  had  become  a  necessary  of  life  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  owing  to  the 
poverty  of  the  people,  which  poverty  had 
been  created  by  the  British  Government. 
The  Irish  Members  not  only  protested 
against  the  war  for  which  the  tax  would 
be  used,  but  they  also  protested  against 
the  tax  itself.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
it  was  morally  wrong.  The  Committee 
had  no  right  to  tax  an  article  of  food  of 
the  people  when  the  representatives  of  the 
people  protested  against  it.  The  whole 
system  of  Government  in  Ireland,  especi- 
ally in  its  fiscal  relations,  was  a  system  of 
fraud.  FHoN.  Members:  "Divide, 
divide ! "]  He  was  grieved  to  think  that  hon. 
Members  were  unable  to  tolerate  an  Irish 
Member  when  he  spoke  of  the  grievances 
of  his  country.  The  manner  in  which  the 
Irish  Members  were  interrupted  made  it 
rather  difficult  for  them  to  address  the 
House,  and  he  doubted  whether  it  was  a 
place  where  an  Irish  Gentleman  ought  to 
be  at  all.  He  would  put  it  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  if  it  was  proper, 

as  between  man  and  man,  to  put  a  tax  on 

tea,  which  was  an  absolute  necessary  of  life 

for  poor  people  whose  only  food  was  Indian 
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meal  at  the  best  of  times.  That  was 
against  all  the  laws  of  political  economy. 
'Hie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  knew 
very  well  that  from  the  days  of  Adam 
Smith  downwards  every  politi^  economist 
was  agreed  that  no  taxation  should  be 
levied  on  anyone  until  first  of  all  he  was 
able  to  live.  If  tea  were  a  necessary  of 
life  to  the  English  people,  the  tax  would 
not  be  imposed,  and  he  for  one  would 
strongly  protest  against  it  as  an  act  of 
fiscal  robbery. 

(1 1.10.)  Mr.  field  said  his  hon.  friend 
had  opposed  the  tax  on  certain  grounds, 
but  he  would  take  up  another  position.  As 
a  temperance  man  he  entirely  objected  to 
increased  taxation  on  tea.  He  knew  very 
we  1  that  certain  hon.  Members  regarded 
the  financial  relations  between  England 
and  Ireland  as  being  based  on  the  equality 
of  taxation.  That  was  not  so,  and  that 
fact  had  been  recognised  by  former 
Parliaments.  If  he  had  read  the  history 
of  the  tea  tax  correctly,  it  appeared  that 
up  to  1874  it  was  much  greater  in  Eng 
land  than  in  Ireland.  The  fact  was  that 
the  English  people  did  not  even  then  use 
tea  to  the  same  extent  as  the  Irish  people, 
and  the  latest  statistics  showed  that  the 
consumption  of  tea  per  head  in  Ireland 
was  half  as  much  again  as  what  it  was 
in  England.  Therefore,  identity  of  im- 
post meant  a  much  larger  taxation  on 
Ireland  than  on  England.  If  he  remem- 
bered aright,  when  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  introduced  the   tax,   he 

fa ve  a  kind  of  a  promise  that  it  would 
e  reduced  as  soon  as  possible,  and  he 
thought  the  time  would  come  when  eflfect 
should  be  given  to  that  promise,  although 
he  agreed  that  it  was  very  difficult  to 
differentiate  taxation  as  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  There  were  special 
circumstances,  however,  *  connected  with 
the  tea  tax.  Undoubtedly  the  taxation 
of  an  article  had  a  large  influence  on  its 
consumption,  except,  perhaps,  in  the  case 
of  spirits.  In  America,  when  the  taxa- 
tion of  tea  was  largely  increased,  the  con- 
sumption fell ;  and  when  the  taxation  was 
reduced,  the  consumption  largely  in- 
creased. That  was  a  natural  consequence 
in  almost  every  country  in  the  world, 

and,  taking  that  fact  into  consideration, 

and  also  the  facts  mentioned  by  his  hon. 

friends,  he  thought  that  the  tax  should 

be  reduced.    He  took  a  stand  as  regarded 

Mr.  Swift  MacneiU. 


that  particular  article,  because  he  be- 
lieved that  tea  drinkers,  as  a  rule,  were 
not  fond  of  alcoholic  liquors.  Sober 
peojde  were  generally  thrifty,  and  people 
who  drank  tea  and  not  whisky  generally 
succeeded  well.  The  population  of  Ire- 
land had  been  decreasing,  while  the  taxa- 
tion was  increasing,  and  the  increasing 
taxation  was  falling  not  only  on  a 
lessening  population,  but  on  sections  of 
the  community  who  were  not  able  to 
bear  increased  burdens.  The  emigrants 
were  mainly  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
country.  There  were  left  behind  the 
old,  the  infirm,  the  lame,  the  blind,  and 
the  pauper.  The  Imperial  taxation  of 
Ireland  last  year  amounted  to  over 
£11,000,000  on  a  diminishing  population 
of  4,600,000.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  a  fair-minded  man,  who  was 
willing  to  do  what  wa'^  right  and  reason- 
able by  the  three  countries,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
recognise  that  that  tax  pn^sed  un- 
duly on  Ireland,  and  that  there  ought 
to  be  some  special  rebate,  or  some  other 
means  devised,  whereby  the  burden 
could  be  reduced,  especially  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  article  taxed 
was  much  more  largely  consumed  in 
Ireland  than  in  England.  He  thought 
the  question  was  one  which  had  a  special 
claim  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  he  maintained  that  he  had  made 
out  a  case  which  demanded  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  he  trusted  he  would  be  able  to 
hold  out  some  hope  that  the  tax  would 
be  reduced.  He  thought  the  Irish 
Members  were  entitled  to  some  considera- 
tion in  the  matter,  and  he  would  move 
that  the  tax  be  reduced  from  6d.  to  4d. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  Sixpence,'  and 
insert  the  word  *  Fourpence.'  " — {Mr,  Field,) 

Question  proposed,  '*That  the  word 
*  Sixpence '  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Resolution.*' 


♦(11.20.)  SmM.  PICKS  BEACH:  lam 
not  quite  sure  whether  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down,  and  the  hon. 
Member  who  preceded  him,  have  not  in 
their  minds  some  idea  that,  by  this 
Resolution,  I  am  increasing  the  present 
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tax  on  tea.  That  is  not  the  fact  It  is 
•imply  the  continuation  of  the  existing 
tax  for  another  year. 


Mr.  field  said  his  Amendment  was 
to  reduce  the  tax. 


is  to  endeavour  to  find  means  of  raising, 
money  which  are  not  objectionable  to 
Parliament  and  the  people.  Reductions 
I  must  dismiss,  and  I  fear  that  that 
can  be  my  only  answer  to  hon.  Members 
opposite. 


'  (li:27.)  Mb.  BROADHURST  (Leices- 
*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Both  hon.  i  ter)  protested  against  the  doctrine  laid 
Members  have  very  fairly  admitted  that  down  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
I  can  hardly  be  expected  to  assent  to  that  if  an  article  of  general  consumption 
any  reduction  of  the  existing  tax,  and  on  the  part  of  the  poor  became  cheaper 
they  also,  equally  fairly,  admitted  that  any  ,  by  increased  production  or  some  other 
differentiation  in  this  tax  as  between  ,  cause  he  had  a  right  to  take  the  whole 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  hardly  of  that  advantage  for  the  benefit  of  the 
practicable.  Therefore,  I  am  afraid,  ,  revenue  and  to  save  the  pockets  of 
having  regard  to  the  great  revenue  the  rich.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
from  tea,  I  must  resist  the  Motion  of ,  had  put  forward  theories  which  he 
the  hon.  Member.  But  in  doing  so,  I  may  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  propound, 
admit  that  the  hon.  Member  for  South  because  he  was  really  capable  of  better 
Donegal,  who  undoubtedly  represents  a  things.  He  had  been  led  into  these 
very  poor  |»opulation,  has  greater  reason  |  fallacies  by  his  evil  associations.  His 
than  many  hon.  Members  to  object  to  the  |  idea  seemed  to  be  that  unless  the  poor 
tax  on  tea.  But,  of  course,  there  is  a  ^  paid  these  enormous  taxes  on  tea  and 
poor  population  in  Great  Britain  as  well  similar  articles  they  wou  d  pay  no  taxes 
as  in  Ireland.  The  tea  tax  is  a  tax  that ;  at  all.  Agricultural  labourers,  earning 
certainly  does  affect  the  poor  more ,  128.  a  week,  had  to  pay  Gd.  per  pound 
than  the  classes  who  are  better  oflf.  I  on  an  article  of  which,  next  to  bread, 
quite  admit  that,  but  even  the  poor  ought  they  consumed  more  than  of  any  other 
to  pay  something  towards  taxation,  taxable  article,  and  the  right  hon. 
This  is  a  tax  which  hon.  Members  who  Gentleman  contended  that  unless  they 
have  spoken  appear  to  think  presses  .  no  paid  that  6d.  they  would  be  making 
very  heavily  upon  them,  and  more  I  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  the  State. 
heavily  now  than  before.  If  any  hon.  !  Was  not  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
Member  will  examine  the  course  of  the  chequer  aware  that  this  class  made  a 
price  of  tea  in  the  last  few  years,  I  do  ,  contribution  which  millionaires  and  the 
not  think  he  will  find  that  it  bears  well-to-do  classes  did  not  make  in  any 
out  that  idea.  No  doubt  the  tax  has  measure  whatsoever  ?  It  was  the  clas& 
been  increased  from  4d  to  Gd  ;  but  that  cultivated  the  soil  of  the  country 
when  that  increase  was  made  the  and  provided  the  fighting  material  for 
enormous  crop  of  tea  so  brought  down  ^j^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  g^ch  a  class  ought 
the  price  of  the  article  that  I  believe  ^^  ^  exempted  from  these  extraordinary 
practically  little  of  the  tax  reached  the         ,  \^  .  u      .      n  .i 

a>nsumer  here.  The  price  of  tea  now,  I  ^^^  ««^«r^  fines-he  could  not  cM  them 
suppose,  is  almost  lower  than  it  has  been  ^^es  —  which  were  levied  for  the 
in  previous  years,  and  therefore  the  purpose  of  icarrying  on  wars  and 
extreme  burden  which  is  supposed  to  ventures  in  various  parts  of  the  world 
have  been  placed  upon  the  poor  as  for  the  special  interest  and  profit  of  a 
compared  with  former  times  U  really  particular  cUss.  He  could  not  expect  a 
a  matter  of  the  imagmation.    .No  doubt  ^^^  ^    j^      Chancellor  to  remem- 

this  IS  a  tax   which    presses  upon  the   f       .  ,         r      i       1 1    •   j    -j     i 

poor,  but  I  think  it  k  necessary  that  ^^  ^^e  speeches  of  a  humble  individual 
it  should  remain  at  6d.— at  any  rate  for  Hke  himself,  but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
the  present.  As  for  the  future,  I  cannot  man  would  instruct  one  of  his  myr- 
speak  until  the  situation  is  such  that  midons  to  look  up  the  reports  of  previous 
reduction  of  taxation  appears  to  be  debates  he  would  find  that  he  had 
possible.     At  present,  all  I  have  to  do  ;  always  opposed  the  tea  tax. 
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♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  remember 
hearing  the  same  speech  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  for  seven  years  past. 


Mr.  BROADHURST  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  extremely  kind  and 
indulgent  in  his  admission.  If,  however, 
he  remained  Chancellor  for  the  next 
seven  years,  and  remained  as  wicked,  he 
would  still  hear  the  same  speech.  There 
was  no  reflection  in  deUvering  the  same 
■speech  if  the  same  causes  continued  to 
exist.  Let  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer remove  the  cause,  and  he  would 
not  again  hear  the  speech.  But,  after 
all,  he  also  had  heard  the  same  speech 
for  the  same  number  of  years  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself;  in  fact, 
his  speeches  were  becoming  intolerably 
the  same.'  If  the  Tory  Government 
would  make  him  (the  hon.  Member) 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  one 
year  only,  he  would  promise  to  find 
43ometbing  new  and  original,  which  the 
present  Chancellor  had  never  attempted 
to  do.  He  could  only  say  that  in  deliver 
ing  the  same  speech,  he  had  followed  a 
most  distinguished  example,  and  he  was 
in  no  way  ashamed  of  having  copied  so 
^eat  a  man.  But  seriously,  with  regard 
to  this  tax,  he  voted  against  the  4d., 
he  voted  against  the  6d.,  and  he  should 
vote  against  its  continuance,  because  the 
very  poor  were  the  people  who  most 
depended  upon  tea  for  their  daily  drink. 
The  rural  population,  more  than  any 
other  class,  were  exposed  to  the  dangers 
to  health  arising  from  impure  water. 
But  in  every  cup  of  tea  they  drank, 
and  in  every  bottle  of  tea  they 
took  with  them  into  the  fields,  the 
water  had  been  boiled,  and  that 
was  a  great  sanitary  security  for  the 
health  of  the  people.  The  Government 
ought  to  encourage  the  taking  of  such 
precautions,  however  small  and  unim- 
portant they  might  appear  to  the  rich. 
If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
been  left  alone,  if  he  had  not  been 
contaminated  by  his  surroundings  or 
associated  with  the  Party  which  had 
formulated  the  Tory  policy  of  the  last 
three  years,  he  would  never  have  made 
these  proposals.  When  he  first  knew  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  spikes  in  his  boots 
which  he  used  on  the  down  grade  of  the 


fair  trade  movement.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  associations  had  worn  down 
the  sharp  points  of  those  spikes,  and  he 
was  now  unable  to  stop  even  himself  or 
to  arrest  his  progress  on  the  down  grade. 
It  was  to  be  hoped  that  this  matter 
would  be  pressed  home,  and  that  it 
would  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
people  that  in  the  great  work  of  Empire- 
building,  as  some  described  it — although 
others  called  it  Empire  destroying — the 
Grovernment  were  bemeaning  themselves 
by  imposing  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
worst-paid  class  of  the  community  a  tax 
which  was  larger,  heavier,  and  more 
unbearable  than  the  income  tax  levied 
upon  the  well-to-do  classes.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  charged  him 
with  having  made  the  same  speech  every 
year  for  seven  years.  All  he  had  to  say 
was  that  he  would  continue  to  make  the 
same  speech  every  year  as  long  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  continued 
to  ofi'er  to  this  House  his  sophistries 
with  regard  to  the  justice  of  this  tea 
duty,  and  to  the  necessity  of  making  the 
labourers  pay  so  much  towards  the 
taxation  of  this  country.  The  labourers 
had  paid  their  share  in  blood  and  misery 
and  life-long  suffering  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  done  nothing 
to  mitigate.  On  the  contrary,  he  had 
squandered  his  income  in  other  directions 
and  left  the  poor  people  where  he  found 
them.  Not  only  this  but  he  left  them 
worse  off  in  the  matter  of  taxation  upon 
corn  and  flour  and  in  other  respects. 
And  in  the  face  of  all  this  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  got  up  and  interrupted  a 
poor  private  Member  by  telling  him  that 
he  had  heard  the  same  speech  for  seven 
years  past.  He  had  voted  against  this 
tax  every  year  for  the  last  twenty-two 
years,  and  he  should  vote  against  it  upon 
that  occasion  with  even  more  confidence 
tnd  greater  determination  than  he  had 
done  upon  any  previous  occasion. 


(11.45.)    Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  228  ; 
Noes,  111.    (Division  List  No.  114.) 
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Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 


the  House, 
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Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 


Tellers  for  ths  Ates — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E.) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Glouc.  ,Stroud 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C  B. 
Black,  Alexander  Williim 
Blake,  Edward 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Burke,  B.  Haviland- 
Bums,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
(Dogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
Oean,  Eugene 
Cramer,  William  Randal 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
I3onelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  U. 
EliMmk,  Master  of 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hammond,  John 
Harmswurth,  R.  Leicester 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 


Holland,  William  Henry 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Jones,  William(Carnarvonshire 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Rearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Leese,  Sir  Joseph  F.  (Aoorington 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

Maonamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Crae,  George 

M*Govern,  T. 

M'Kean,  John 

M'Killop,  W.  (Sliffo,  North) 

M'Laren,  Charles  Senjamin. 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mtnch,  Matthew 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Col.  JohnP.  (Galway,  N. ) 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Henry 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

O'Brien.  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  James  ( Wicklow,  W. ) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 


O' Kelly,  James  (Rosoommon,N. 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Partington,  Oliwald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whiteohapel) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Staflford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,  E. ) 
Thomas,  J  A(Glamorgan,Gower 
Ure,  Alexander 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
WihK>n,Fred.  W.  (Norfolk,  Mid. 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R. 
Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst. 


Resolutions  to  be  reported  tomorrow. 
Committee  to  sit  again  tomorrow. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS   (VENTILATION.) 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ventilation 
of  the  House. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nomin- 
ated of,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Mr.  Dillon, 
Dr.  Farquharson,  Sir  Michael  Foster, 
Mr.  Ooddard,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Sir  John 
Tuke. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum. — 
(Sir  WiUiam  f Fair  and.) 

CREMATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc. 


Adjourned    at   Bve    minutes    after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday ,  16/A  April,  1902. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 
MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  ways  and  Means. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


BRYNMAWR  AND  WESTERN  VALLEYS 
RAILWAY  (VESTING)  BILL. 

^  Ordered,  That  The  Minutes  of  Evidence 
^  on  the  Brynmawr  and  Western  Valleys 
^  Bailway  Bill  of  Session  1899  be  referred 
**  to  the  Committee  on  the  Brynmawr  and 
I  Western  Valleys  Railway  (Vesting)  Bill 
I  of  this  Session. — {Mr,  Caldwell), 


BRYNMAWR  AND  WESTERN  VALLEYS 
RAILWAYS  (VESTING)  BELL. 

\      Reported,   with  Amendments  ;  Report 
-^  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


RATING  OF  LAND  VALUES. 

Petitions  for  legislation:  From  South- 
ampton and  Bury;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petitions  against:  From  Leominster > 
Usk ;  Little  Hulton ;  and  Manchester ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

ROMAN     CATHOLIC     UNIVERSITY    IN 

IRELAND. 

Petitions  against  establishment :  From 
Lockerbie  and  Galashiels;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


I 


^    PETITIONS, 


^  ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION. 

J  Petitions  for  alterations  of  Law  :  From 
I  Fkmworth  (two)  and  Durham,  to  lie 
I  upon  the  Table. 


% 


FRESHWATER  FISH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Kirkin- 
tiUoch  (two) ;  Clydebank ;  and  Dundee 
(four)  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Reeth ; 
Fulsworth ;  Brigg ;  Barton-on-Humber  ; 
Banbury;  Wolsingnam;  Furness;  Barrow; 
Boralem;  Nottingham  (two);  and  Tipton; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED 
WIFE'S  SISTER  BILL. 

Petition  from  Henstridge,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING) 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1887)  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Helens- 
burgh ;  Bumbank  ;  Falkirk  ;  Renton  ; 
Coopar  Angus ;  Peterhead  ;  and  Monk- 
ton  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


CONTEMPT  OF  COURT  (IRELAND) 
(PERSONS    COMMITTED). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  28th  February;  Mu  Patrick 
Aloysius  M*Hugh]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD 
(AUDITORS). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  18th  February;  Sir  Thomas 
Esmonde] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House. 

LOCAL  LOANS  FUND. 

Aceounts  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  in  re- 
spect of  the  Capital  and  Income  of  the 
Local  Loans  Fund  for  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1901 ;  with  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  there- 
on [by  Act];  to  be  printed.    [No.  143.] 


SELECTION   (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Mr.  Hai^et  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection:  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (includ- 
ing Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping, 
and  Manufactures;  Mr.  Yoxall  (added 
in  respect  of  the  Shop  Clubs  Bill) ;  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution,  Mr. 
C.  P.  Allen. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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Board  power  to  order  and  sanction 
certain  sanitary  works.  Why  not  give 
this  power  to  the  County  Councils  'i  They 
know  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
the>  have  medical  officers  quite  capable 
of  dealing  eflfectively  with  the  matter. 


LOCAL   GOVERNMENT   (WALES   AND 
MONMOUTHSHIRE)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

(12.15.)  Mr.  EDWARDS  (Radnor- 
shire) :  I  rise  to  move  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill,  which  has  the  support  of 
many  Unionists  in  Wales.  The  Bill  has 
been  referred  to  in  some  portions  of  the 
Welsh  Press  as  though  it  were  a  measure 
to  establish  Home  Rule  for  Wales.  This 
is  a  complete  misapprehension.  Home 
Rule  implies  the  granting  of  legislative 
powers,  and  there  are  no  such  powers  in 
this  Bill.  It  is  confined  to  matters  of  a 
purely  administrative  character.  11  this 
is  a  Home  Rule  Bill,  then  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  Local  Government  Act  of 
1888,  for  this  Bill  only  seeks  in  a  modest 
way  to  extend  the  powers  already  granted 
by  that  Act. 

As  is  seen  from  the  Memorandum,  the 
Bill  has  two  objects.  The  first  is  to 
transfer  to  the  councils  oi  counties  and 
county  boroughs  certain  functions  at 
present  performed  by  Departments  of 
the  Central  Government.  These  func- 
tions are  of  an  administrative  character, 
and  are  specified  in  the  Schedule.  I  may 
say  that  through  an  oversight  the  words, 
'•councils  of  county  boroughs,*'  were 
omitted  from  Clause  1  of  the  Bill,  and 
that  Clause  should  be  read  as  [if  those 
words  were  included.  A  few  of  these 
powers  are  now  vested  in  the  Privy 
Council  and  the  Home  Secretary,  but 
the  greater  part  of  them  belong  to  the 
Local  Government  Board.  Some  of  these 
powers  are  very  useful,  and  should  by 
all  means  be  delegated  to  local  authorities. 
For  instance,  take  the  Public  Health  Act 
of  1875.  Certain  sections  of  that  Act 
included  in  the  Schedule  refer  to  matters 
connected  with  sanitation.  Now,  some 
may  think  this  is  a  small  matter,  but  it 
is  really  an  important  matter.  Why 
should  it  be  necessary  to  apply  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  power  to 
move  in  such  a  matter  as  this  ?  It 
is  a  matter  in  which  very  often  it 
is  important  that  you  should  move 
quickly.  But  it  is  well  known  that 
owing  to  the  overworked  condition  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  other  De- 
partments it  is  impossible  to  do  this. 
The  sections  of  the  Act  to  which  I  have 
referred    irive    the    Local    Government 


The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD.  (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk) :  How 
many  counties  have  medical  officers  ? 

Mr.  EDWARDS:  I  cannot  say  how 
many,  but  take  Glamorgan  for  instance. 
There  you  have  a  most  able  medical 
officer  of  health.  He  is  quite  as  capable 
of  forming  a  correct  opinion  in  such 
matters  as  any  medical  officer  whom  the 
Local  Government  may  send  down.  His 
reports  are  masterly  and  are  quoted  by 
medical  and  other  journals.  Is  it  not 
reasonable  to  employ  such  a  man  as  this, 
who  has  local  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  in  addition  to  his 
other  qualifications,  rather  than  some 
stranger  whom  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  send  down  to  inquire  and 
report  1 

Closely  allied  to  this  subject  is  the 
power  given  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  under  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes  Act,  to  require  a  local 
authority  to  deal  with  premises  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  dL«5appointment  felt  at  the  failure  of 
this  Act.  It  has  not  done  the  good 
that  was  expected  of  it.  Why  is  that  ? 
May  it  not  be  because  the  machinery  for 
putting  the  Act  into  force  is  too 
cumbrous  and  remote  ;  and,  further,  be- 
cause there  is  not  sufficient  driving 
power  to  work  the  machinery  as  it 
should  be  worked.  The  Local  Grovern- 
ment  Board  has  to  administer  a 
vast  area,  and  therefore  must  look 
with  comparative  indifference  on 
individual  cases.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  County  Council  were  given  this 
work  to  do,  its  direct  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  work  would  induce  it  to 
see  that  it  was  well  and  speedily  done. 
Petitions  would  come  asking  for  some- 
thing to  be  done ;  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  County  Council  would  report 
quickly  ;  the  County  Council  could 
decide  promptly;  and  thus  with  little 
trouble  or  delay  useful  work  could  be 
done   which   is  now    not    even   begun, 
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from  fear  of  the  tedious  delay  which 
is  anticipated  over  it.  Then  take  Section 
2  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1885 ;  what 
a  paltry  power  that  is  to  reserve  to  the 
important  machinery  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Why  not  leave 
such  a  matter  to  the  County  Council, 
which  knows  the  circumstances  and 
can  deal  promptly  with  it  ? 

The  second  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
provide  machinery  for  the  creation  of 
a  Joint  Counties  Board.  It  is  provided 
that  any  five  or  more  Councils  of 
counties  or  county  boroughs  may 
combine  to  frame  a  scheme  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Joint  Counties  Board. 
Exception  is  taken  in  some  quarters  to  this 
provision,  but  section  81  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Act  of  1888  conferred  the  power 
of  combination,  only  in  a  lesser  degree 
and  in  a  different  manner.  There  is, 
therefore,  nothing  inherently  objection- 
able, in  a  scheme  such  as  the  House 
has  already  sanctioned.  But  it  may 
be  asked,  why  should  it  be  necessary 
to  confer  such  power  by  this  Bill,  when 
it  is  already  included  in  the  Act  of  1888  ? 
The  answer  is  simple.  We  say  that  the 
power  of  combination  conferred  by  the 
Act  of  1888  is  inoperative.  This  is 
shown  by  the  answer  given  by  the 
Bu'liamentary  Secretary  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Merthyr  on  the  6th 
Harch  last.  My  hon.  friend  asked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
if  he  could  state  to  what  extent  the 
County  Councils  of  Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire had  availed  themselves  of  Section 
81  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888, 
empowering  them  to  take  combined 
ietbn  for  any  purpose  in  respect  of 
ijiich  they  are  jointly  interested.  The 
tf^y  was  that  the  Board  was  unable  to 
lUte  to  what  extent  the  powers  conferred 
bjr  the     section    mentioned    had    been 

■  acted  upon.    They  knew  of  one  case  of 
the  kind.     The  power  of    combination 

'  ^vcn  by  the  Act  of  1888  has  practically 
nmained   a  dead  letter,  as  is  shown  by  I 
thb  statement     Why  is  this  ?  To  a  great  I 
octent  because  it   has  been  found    that  | 
there  are  very  few  subjects  included  in  i 
&e  Act  of  1888  on  which  County  Councils 
can   jointly    combine.    To    some  extent 
because  of  the  lack  of  simple  and  effec- 
tire  machinery    for    carrying    out    the 
intentioos  of  the  Act  in  this  respect    It , 


is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that, 
taking  the  Act  as  it  stands,  combination 
between  the  County  Councils  is  not  easy. 
Take  the  case  of  the  Welsh  County 
Council  Association.  That  was  a  body 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating 
about  matters  of  interest  to  Wales.  What 
became  of  that  body  ?  It  was  starved  to 
death.  The  Welsh  County  Council 
Association  consulted  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  as  to  whether  they  could 
under  the  Act  of  1888  pay  the  expenses 
incidental  to  the  organisation  and  the 
meetings  of  the  body.  The  Local 
Government  Board  replied  that  they 
could  not  do  so.  Therefore  the  Associa- 
tion, which  might  have  been  very  helpful 
to  Wales  in  many  ways,  had  to  be 
abandoned,  because  there  was  no  power 
under  the  Act  of  1888  to  keep  it  alive. 

We  propose  that  when  any  five  or  more 
councils  of  counties  or  county  boroughs 
wish  to  combine  for  any  administrative 
purposes  common  to  them  ail  they  may 
make  a  scheme  for  setting  up  what  we 
call  a  Joint  Counties  Board  to  represent 
them.   We  have  adopted  the  number  five 
because  we  think  a  body  composed  of  the 
representatives  of  five  or  more  Councils 
is    likely  to    have    more    weight     and 
authority  than  that  composed  of  a  lesser 
number.    Such  a  body  is  a  fitter  object 
for  the  transference  of  important  adminis- 
trative functions,  such  as  the  authorising 
of  loans.    What  a  cumbrous  process  this 
is  at  present !    A  demand  is  made  for  a 
loan  to  be  authorised.     After  some  delay 
an   inquiry  is  ordered ;    eventually  the 
inquiry  takes  place.     Then  there  is  the 
report  to  be  drawn  up  :  that  report  has 
to  be  considered  and  a  decision  taken  on 
it :  this  may  mean  waiting  for  months. 
Then     still    further    inquiries   may    be 
needed     before     the     authorisation     is 
granted,  and  this  means  more   delay ; 
meanwhile    the     expectant     borrowers 
become  anxious  and  try  to  stir  up  the 
officials  of  the  Board.     But  the  reply  of 
the    harassed  officials  is  that  the  appU- 
cants  must  remember  that  they  are  not 
the  only  borrowers  in  the  country,  and 
that  they  must  wait   patiently  and  take 
their  turn.     Now,  surely  this  is  a  power 
which  might  safely  and  usefully  be  dele- 
gated to  a  Joint   Counties  Board.     Such 
a  Board  would  do  its  work  nioT^  ow  \>dl<^ 
spot  —  with    greater    \oe«\  Vlho^Y^ 
which  is  an  impoTtant*  iaeXox,  axidk 
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far  more  expedition  than  is  now  the 
case.  I  am  not  blaming  the  officiak  of 
the  Department — I  know  that  they  do 
their  work  admirably  and  that  they  are 
always  most  courteous  —  but  my  con- 
tention is  that  they  have  more  to  do 
than  they  can  manage,  and  therefore  it  is 
time  we  devolved  some  of  these  duties 
on  bodies  less  hard  worked.    The  same 


desirable  in  1889,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon 
brought  in  his  Provisional  Order  Confirm- 
ing Bill.  The  object  of  that  Bill  was 
to  confer  on  the  County  Councils  of 
England  and  Wales  the  powers  proposed 
to  be  conferred  by  this  Bill.  Tne  stress 
of  work  in  our  Government  Depart- 
ments  has  increased  enormously  since 


remarks  apply  to  other  powers  which   that  time  until  now,  and  it  is  no  exag- 
might   be   entrusted   to  such   a    Joint   geration  to  say  that  the  machinery  of 


Counties  Board  as  this  Bill    proposes  to 


local  government  has  become  jammed. 


set  up.  I  This  Bill  deals  with  mere    matters  of 

'  business.    When  a  business   concern  is 

Mention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  |  over-worked,  it   is  necessary  to  employ 

Members     were     not    present.       House  i  "^o^e  hands.      This   Bill    suggests    the 

counted,  and,  forty  Members  being  found    employment  of  more  hands :  not  in  the 

present remote   and  over-crowded  Government 

offices,  but  on  the  spot,  where  the  work 

Mr.    EDWARDS:    When   a    scheme   j*  to  be  done  and  where  men  are  onlj 
I.       u  A^  u     u«n    v.«  i«:j  ^«  4^1. A    too  anxious   to  do  the  work  :    for  the 

ha.s    been  made  it  shall    be  laid  on  the    g-„_,.  ,  ^x  _^^  ^„j.   •     knowledge  of 

Tables  of  both  Houses  of  ParUament  for    ff^  "f^LLn^  If  fV,.  ni^     rt^^w^ 

xi_        j-r      xu-^j^j     •        tne  circumstances  of  the  case.     Uur  rJill 

one  month  and  if  not  objected  to  durmg     ^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^         ^^  ^^  ^^^ 

that  time  It  shall  come  into  0^^^^^  spot  work  which  is  now  ^ne  from  a 

if  It  were  part  of  this  Bill.  Here  there  distance.  Of  course,  if  this  .rere  a 
18  a  slight  vanation  from  the  usual  measure  intended  to  force  on  the  County 
practice.  At  present  a  scheme  can  be  Councilspowers  which  they  were  unwilling 
annulled  by  the  resolution  of  one  House  ^^  receive,  objection  might  be  taken  to  it 
of  Parliament.  This  BiU  requires  a  ^o  that  account.  But  the  essence  of  a 
hostile  resolution  in  both  Houses.  This  i  great  part  of  this  Bill  is  that  it  implie, 
is  no  doubt  an  innovation,  but  experi-  i  not  only  a  willingness  to  delegate 
ence  has  shown  that  much  hardship  may  official  duties  by  the  Department  of  States 
result  from  the  practice  hitherto  followed.  '  but  also  a  readiness  to  undertake  such 
It    is  deemed    unfair    to    the    persons   duties  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  they 


interested  in  such  a  scheme  as  this  Bill 
contemplates  that  all  their  efforts  to 
frame  the  scheme  and  their  desire  for 
further  powers  of  local  self-government 
should    be  frustrated    by  opposition  in 


are  to  be  delegated.  The  tendency  of 
recent  legislation  has  been  towards  de- 
volution. This  is  the  more  remarkable 
because  of  the  bias  created  against  all 
devolution  by  the  Home  Rule  controversy. 


only  one  of  the  Houses  of  ParHament.  |  In  spite  of  that  bias,  the  force  of  necessity 
Sub-section  2  provides  the  same  condi-  and  the  teaching  of  experience  have  driven- 
tions  for  conferring  such  an  order  as  is  ;  the  Government  more  and  more  to  rely  on 
mentioned  for  conferring  a  scheme.  If  i  various  forms  of  devolution.  When  the 
a  responsible  Minister  of  the  Crown  |  County  Councils  were  created,  they  were 
thinks  fit  to  delegate  some  part  of  his  lookeduponinsomequartersasadaMerous 
administrative  duties  to  a  Joint  Counties  ,  experiment,  especially  in  Wales.  Experi- 
Board,  it  seems  to  me  that  every  facility  \  ^^ce  has  shown  that  they  have  done  their 
should  be  granted  for  his  doing  so.  i  ^^^^  w®"  >  ^^»  w^*^  ^^  "^  ^^  important, 
That  is  another  reason  whv  we  have  '  ^^^Y.  ^f ^'^  developed  and  encouraged  a 
departed  from  the  usual  practice,  and  |  ^P^^^t  ?^  P^^P^^^V^'}  *^<^°g  o*^®^  p^^^ 
why  this  Bill  requires  a  hostile  Resolution  i  w*Jich  ^s  invaluable,  both  from  asocial  aiid 
in  both  Houses  to  make  a  scheme  null .  ?  ^"s^"«f?  P^J,^*  ^/.  ^^^-  .  The  Welsh 
and  void  '  Intermediate  Education  Act  is  an  instance 

T,        .*  ,  ,  ^,    ^  1  of  devolution,  and  a  very  happy  instance. 

Experience    has    shown     that    some   mv    /-.       ^    r^  •      t>  j.  ^  j  i_ 


amount  of  devolution  of  administrative 
work  is  needed.  I  say  we  ought  to 
encourafire  and  not  to  hinder  such  devolu- 


The  County  Governing  Bodies  created  by 
that  Act  have  shown  an  appreciation  of 
the  needs  of  Wales  and  a  determination  to 


tior*  lently  contemplated  as    satisfy  those  needs,  which  have  produced 
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most  satisfactory  results.    The  Act  may 
not  only  be  pronounced  a  success,  but  it 
is  such  a  success  as  to  form  a  model  for 
future  applications  of  the  same  principle. 
But  objection   is   taken   to  this  Bill 
because  it  applies  only  to  Wales.    Why 
should    Wales    alone    have    this    boon  ? 
Well,    Mr.    Speaker,    there    is   a    very 
obvious  answer.     England  in  1887  was 
offered  a.  great  part  of  what  we  now 
seek  to  obtain  for  Wales.    But  England 
reused  to  have  it    She  had  reasons  of 
her  own,  which  no  doubt  satisfied  her. 
But  the  force  of  these  reasons  was  not 
felt  in   Wales,    and  Wales  would   then 
have  welcomed  the  powers  which  Eng- 
land refused.    It  does  seem  hard  that 
the  earnestness  of  Wales  in  this  matter 
should  suffer  from  the  indifference  of 
England.    It  is  all  the  more  to  be  re- 
gretted  when    we   realise    that    Wales. 
alike  from  its  history,  its  language,  and 
its  geographical  situation,  offers  an  ideal 
area  ready  to  our  hand,  in  which  we 
can  safely  make  an  experiment  of  this 
kind  without  inflicting  any  harm  on  the 
predominant  partner,   England.      Such 
an    experiment    has    been    successfully 
made   with  regard    to   Sunday  closing  j 
and  intermediate  education,  and  it  seems 
to  me  both  useful  and  safe  to  make  a 
farther  experiment  in  the  way  suggested 
by  this  BiU.    And  it  is   not  as  if  the 
House  were  asked  to  gtve  this  power  to 
people  more  or  less  indifferent  about  it. 
Yesterday  a  deputation,  representing  the 
views   of  three-fourths   of  the  County 
Councils  of  Wales  and  Monmouthshire, 
waited  on   the  President   of   the  Local 
Government  Board  and  urged  the  claims 
of   this  Bill  upon   his   favourable  con- 
sideration.     The    County    Councils    of 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  are  keen  in 
their  desire  for  these  powers;    and   in 
•view  of  their  past  record,  that  spirit  is 
a  guarantee  that  these  powers  will  be 
used  with  an  honest  intention  to  promote 
stiU     further     the     efficiency    of    those 
XTouncils. 

"We  are  not  asking  for  a  great  deal. 
Other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  have 
had  more  given  to  them  than  Wales  has. 
Sinoe  1885  Scotland  has  had  a  Secretary 
specially  appointed  to  look  after  its  in- 
terests in  Parliament.  In  1894  the  Scotch 
County  Council  Association  Act  was 
passed.  But  far  more  important  than 
these^  in  1899  Scotland  was  given  a  system 


of  private  Bill  procedure  of  its  own.  That 
was  a  far  greater  change  than  any  we  are 
asking  for.  That  was  a  great  change  in 
the  direction  of  legislation,  a  subject  on 
which  the  House  is  justly  jealous  of  its 
powers,  which  are  direct.  This  Bill  does 
not  deal  with  legislation,  but  with  adminis- 
tration, a  subject  on  which  the  control  of 
the  House  is  more  remote  and  indirect. 
Under  this  Bill  the  legislative  supremacy 
of  Parliament  remains  untouched.  Only 
those  questions  and  subjects  which  are 
purely  administrative  and  are  strictly 
confined  to  Wales  are  covered  by  the  Bill. 
There  is  nothing  in  it  of  a  constitutional 
character.  It  is,  I  believe,  a  useful  and 
safe  measure,  which  will  be  not  only  a 
rehef  to  the  Central  Government  but  also 
a  boon  to  our  local  authorities ;  and  as 
such,  I  ask  the  House  to  read  it  a  second 
time. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 


(12.45.)  Me.  HERBERT  ROBERTS 
(Denbighshire,  W.):  I  rise  to  support 
the  Bill,  the  Second  Reading  of  which 
has  been  so  ably  moved  by  my  hon. 
friend  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  for 
me  to  occupy  more  than  a  few  minutes. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  must 
be  a  general  agreement  with  regard 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  which 
deals  in  the  first  place  with  the  trans- 
ference of  certain  administrative  powers 
to  the  County  Councils.  Objection  was 
raised  yesterday  by  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  when  he 
so  courteously  received  the  deputation 
which  waited  upon  him,  on  the  score 
of  the  expense  which  would  be  entailed 
upon  the  local  authorities.  In  regard 
to  that,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to 
suggest  that  if  these  Councils  were  en- 
trusted with  these  administrative  powers, 
and  such  administration  did  involve 
expense,  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  other  Departments  would  be  re- 
Ueved  of  some  of  the  charges  which 
now  fall  upon  them,  and  the  incidence 
might  very  easily  be  adjusted  by  arrange- 
ment between  the  local  authorities  and 
the  Central  Department.  I  well  re- 
member the  debate  which  took  place  in 
this  House  in  the  year  1891,  initiated 
on  the  Motion  of  m^  ViOiEi.  irvsb\A>3GL^ 
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Adjournment  of 


Willoughby  de  Eresbv,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R. 
WUson,  John  (FJkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 


{COMMONS} 

Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh-N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Win.  H.  (Yorks) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  €leorge 


the  House. 
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Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 


Tbllebs  for  the  Atbs — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William(Cork.  N.E. ) 
Allen,  Charles  P.  (Glouc.  ,Stroud 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C  B. 
Black,  Alexander  Williim 
Blake,  Edward 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Briffg,  John 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Bums,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
*Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
EliMmk,  Master  of 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
FnUer,  J.  M.  F. 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hammond,  John 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 


Holland,  William  Henry 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Jones,  Wiiliam(Carnaryonshire 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Rearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Leese,  Sir  Joseph  F.  (Aoorington 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

Maonamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Crae,  G^eorge 

M 'Govern,  T. 

M*Kean,  John 

M'KiUop,  W.  (Sliffo,  North) 

McLaren,  Charles  Senjamin. 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Minch,  Matthew 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan.  Col.  JohnP.  (Galway ,  N. ) 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Henry 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

OBrien.  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

OBrien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

0*Connor,  James  ( Wicklow,  W. ) 

ODonnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

ODowd,  John 


O'Kelly,  James  (Rosoommon,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

0*Mara,  James 

OShanghnessy,  P.  J. 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs. ) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  John 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whiteohapel) 

Shaw,  Charles  Bdw.  (SUfiord) 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 

Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,  E. ) 

Thomas,  J  A(Glamorgan,Gower 

Ure,  Alexander 

White,  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Wihion,Fred.  W.(Norfolk,  Mid. 

Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R. 

Young,  Samuel 


TSLLERS    FOR    THE     NORS — 

Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst. 


Resolutions  to  be  reported  tomorrow. 
Committee  to  sit  again  tomorrow. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS   (VENTILATION.) 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ventilation 
of  the  House. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nomin- 
ated of,  Mr.  Aker&  Douglas,  Mr.  Dillon, 
Dr.  Farquharson,  Sir  Michael  Foster, 
Mr.  Goddard,  Mr.  Penn,  arid  Sir  John 
Tuke. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum. — 
{Sir  fFiUiam  WalrmcL) 

CREMATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc. 


Adjourned    at   five    minutes    after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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RdumSy 


{16  April  1902} 


Reports^  dtc. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
fFe^inesday,  im  April,  1902. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 
MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  ways  and  Means. 


-I 


■jr. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


BRYNMAWR  AND  WESTERN  VALLEYS 
RAILWAY  (VESTING)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  The  Minutes  of  Evidence 
on  the  Brynmawr  and  Western  Valleys 
Railway  Bill  of  Session  1899  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Brynmawr  and 
Western  Valleys  Railway  (Vesting)  Bill 
of  this  Session. — {Mr,  Caldtoell), 

BRYNMAWR  AND  WESTERN  VALLEYS 
RAILWAYS  (VESTING)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


^     PETITIONS, 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION. 

Petitions  for  alterations  of  Law  :  From 
Famworth  (two)  and  Durham,  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

FRESHWATER  FISH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Kirkin- 
tilloch (two) ;  Clydebank ;  and  Dundee 
(four)  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Reeth ; 
Failsworth;  Brigg  ;  Barton-on-Humber  ; 
Banbury;  Wolsinpiam;  Furness;  Barrow; 
Burslem ;  Nottingham  (two) ;  and  Tipton ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED 
WIFE'S  SISTER  BILL. 

Petition  from  Henstridge,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING) 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1887)  AMENDMENT 
*  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Helens- 
burgh; Bumbank;  Falkirk;  Renton ; 
Coupar  Angus ;  Peterhead  ;  and  Monk- 
ton  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


RATING  OF  LAND  VALUES. 

Petitions  for  legislation :  From  South- 
ampton and  Bury;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petitions  against:  From  Leominster ^ 
Usk ;  Little  Hulton ;  and  Manchester ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

ROMAN     CATHOLIC     UNIVERSITY    IN 

IRELAND. 

Petitions  against  establishment :  From 
Lockerbie  and  Galashiels;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


CONTEMPT  OF  COURT  (IRELAND) 
(PERSONS    COMMITTED). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  28th  February;  Mr,  Patrick 
Aloydus  M'Hugh] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD 
(AUDITORS). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  18th  February;  Sir  Thomas 
Esnumde]  ;   to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House. 


LOCAL  LOANS  FUND. 

Accounts  of  the  Commissioners 
Seduction  of  the  National  Debt 
spect  of  the  Capital  and  Income 
Local  Loans  Fund  for  the  year 
31st  March,  1901 ;  with  Report 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
on  [by  Act] ;  to  be  printed.    [No. 


for  the 
in  re- 

of  the 
ended 

of  the 
there- 
US.] 


SELECTION  (STANDING  (X>MMITTEES). 
Mr.  HAI5EY  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection:  That  they  had  dis- 
charged  the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (includ- 
ing Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping, 
and  Manufactures;  Mr.  Yoxall  (added 
in  respect  of  the  Shop  Clubs  Bill) ;  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution,  Mr. 
C.  P.  Allen. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


O 
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Board  power  to  order  and  sanction 
certain  sanitary  works.  Why  not  give 
this  power  to  the  County  Councils  1  They 
know  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
thev  have  medical  officers  quite  capaUe 
of  dealing  eflfectively  with  the  matter. 


LOCAL   GOVERNMENT   (WALES   AND 
MONMOUTHSHIRE)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

(12.15.)  Mr.  EDWARDS  (Radnor- 
shire) :  I  rise  to  move  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill,  which  has  the  support  of 
many  Unionists  in  Wales.  The  Bill  has 
been  referred  to  in  some  portions  of  the 
Welsh  Press  as  though  it  were  a  measure 
to  establish  Home  Rule  for  Wales.  This 
is  a  complete  misapprehension.  Home 
Rule  implies  the  granting  of  legislative 
powers,  and  there  are  no  such  powers  in 
this  Bill.  It  is  confined  to  matters  of  a 
purely  administrative  character.  If  this 
is  a  Home  Rule  Bill,  then  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  Local  Government  Act  of 
1888,  for  this  Bill  only  seeks  in  a  modest 
way  to  extend  the  powers  already  granted 
by  that  Act. 

As  is  seen  from  the  Memorandum,  the 
Bill  has  two  objects.  The  first  is  to 
transfer  to  the  councils  of  counties  and 
county  boroughs  certain  functions  at 
present  performed  by  Departments  of 
the  Central  Government.  These  func- 
tions are  of  an  administrative  character, 
and  are  specified  in  the  Schedule.  I  may 
say  that  through  an  oversight  the  words, 
**  councils  of  county  boroughs,**  were 
omitted  from  Clause  1  of  the  Bill,  and 
that  Clause  should  be  read  as  [if  those 
words  were  included.  A  few  of  these 
powers  are  now  vested  in  the  Privy 
Council  and  the  Home  Secretary,  but 
the  greater  part  of  them  belong  to  the 
Local  Government  Board.  Some  of  these 
powers  are  very  useful,  and  should  by 
all  means  be  delegated  to  local  authorities. 
For  instance,  take  the  Public  Health  Act 
of  1875.  Certain  sections  of  that  Act 
included  in  the  Schedule  refer  to  matters 
connected  with  sanitation.  Now,  some 
may  think  this  is  a  small  matter,  but  it 
is  really  an  important  matter.  Why 
should  it  be  necessary  to  apply  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  power  to 
move  in  such  a  matter  as  thisi  It 
is  a  matter  in  which  very  often  it 
is  important  that  you  should  move 
quickly.  But  it  is  well  known  that 
owing  to  the  overworked  condition  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  other  De- 
partments it  is  impossible  to  do  this. 
The  sections  of  the  Act  to  which  I  have 
referred    give    the    Local    Government 


The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD,  (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk) :  How 
many  counties  have  medical  officers  1 

Mr.  EDWARDS:  I  cannot  say  how 
many,  but  take  Glamorgan  for  instance. 
There  you  have  a  most  able  medical 
officer  of  health.  He  is  quite  as  capable 
of  forming  a  correct  opinion  in  such 
matters  as  any  medical  officer  whom  the 
Local  Government  may  send  down.  His 
reports  are  masterly  and  are  quoted  by 
medical  and  other  journals.  Is  it  not 
reasonable  to  employ  such  a  man  as  this, 
who  has  local  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  in  addition  to  his 
other  qualifications,  rather  than  some 
stranger  whom  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  send  down  to  inquire  and 
report  1 

Closely  allied  to  this  subject  is  the 
power  given  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  under  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes  Act,  to  require  a  local 
authority  to  deal  with  premises  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  disappointment  felt  at  the  failure  of 
I  this  Act.  It  has  not  done  the  good 
'  that  was  expected  of  it.  Why  is  that  t 
I  May  it  not  be  because  the  machinery  for 
j  putting  the  Act  into  force  is  too 
cumbrous  and  remote  ;  and,  further,  be- 
cause there  is  not  sufficient  driving 
power  to  work  the  machinery  as  it 
should  be  worked.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  to  administer  a 
vast  area,  and  therefore  must  look 
with  comparative  indifference  on 
individual  cases.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  County  Council  were  given  this 
work  to  do,  its  direct  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  work  would  induce  it  to 
see  that  it  was  well  and  speedily  done. 
Petitions  would  come  asking  for  some- 
thing to  be  done ;  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  County  Council  would  report 
quickly  ;  the  County  Council  could 
decide  promptly;  and  thus  with  little 
trouble  or  delay  useful  work  could  be 
done   which   is  now    not    even   begun. 
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from  fear  of  the  tedious  delay  which 
is  anticipated  over  it.  Then  take  Section 
2  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1885 ;  what 
a  paltry  power  that  is  to  reserve  to  the 
important  machinery  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Why  not  leave 
such  a  matter  to  the  County  Council, 
which  knows  the  circumstances  and 
can  deal  promptly  with  it  1 

The  second  object  of   the  Bill  is  to 
provide  machine ly  for  the  creation  of 
a  Joint  Counties  Board.     It  is  provided 
that    any    five    or    more    Councils    of 
counties     or      county    boroughs     may 
combine    to    frame    a   scheme  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Joint  Counties  Board. 
Elxception  is  taken  in  some  quarters  to  this 
provision,  but  section  81  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Act  of  1888  conferred  the  power 
of  combination,  only  in  a  lesser  degree 
and  in   a  different  manner.     There  is, 
therefore,  nothing  inherently  objection- 
able, in  a  scheme  such   as  the  House 
has  already   sanctioned.      But   it    may 
be   asked,  why  should   it   be  necessary 
to  confer  such  power  by  this  Bill,  when 
it  is  already  included  in  the  Act  of  1888  1 
The  answer  is  simple.     We  say  that  the 
power  of  combination  conferred  by  the 
Act  of   1888    is   inoperative.      This    is 
shown   by   the    answer   given    by    the 
Parliamentary   Secretary  of    the    Local 
Government   Board  to  my   hon.  friend 
the  Member  for    Merthyr  on    the   6th 
March   last.     My   hon.  friend  asked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
if    he   could    state   to  what  extent  the 
County  Councils  of  Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire had  availed  themselves  of  Section 
81  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888, 
empowering    them    to   take    combined 
action    for   any  purpose   in    respect  of 
which  they  are  jointly  interested.    The 
reply  was  that  the  Board  was  unable  to 
state  to  what  extent  the  powers  conferred 
by   the    section    mentioned    had    been ' 
acted  upon.    They  knew  of  one  case  of  i 
the  kind.     The  power  of    combination  ' 
given  by  the  Act  of  1888  has  pracUcally 
remained   a  dead  letter,  as  is  shown  by  • 
this  statement     Why  is  this  ?  To  a  great 
extent  because  it   has  been  found    that 
there  are  very  few  subjects  included  in 
the  Act  of  1888  on  which  County  Councils  | 
can    jointly    combine.    To   some  extent 
because  of  the  lack  of  simple  and  effec-  > 
tive  machinery   for    carrying    out    the 
intentioiia  of  the  Act  in  this  respect    It , 


is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that, 
taking  the  Act  as  it  stands,  combination 
betwee^j  the  County  Councils  is  not  easy. 
Take  the  case  of  the  Welsh  County 
Council  Association.  That  was  a  body 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating 
about  matters  of  interest  to  Wales.  W^hat 
became  of  that  body  ?  It  was  starved  to 
death.  The  Welsh  County  Council 
Association  consulted  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  as  to  whether  they  could 
under  the  Act  of  1888  pay  the  expenses 
incidental  to  the  organisation  and  the 
meetings  of  the  body.  The  Local 
I  Government  Board  replied  that  they 
I  could  not  do  so.  Therefore  the  Associa- 
tion, which  might  have  been  very  helpful 
to  Wales  in  many  ways,  had  to  be 
abandoned,  because  there  was  no  power 
under  the  Act  of  1888  to  keep  it  alive. 

We  propose  that  when  any  five  or  more 
councils  of  counties  or  county  boroughs 
wish  to  combine  for  any  administrative 
purposes  common  to  them  ail  they  may 
make  a  scheme  for  setting  up  what  we 
call  a  Joint  Counties  Board  to  represent 
them.   We  have  adopted  the  number  five 
because  we  think  a  body  composed  of  the 
representatives  of  five  or  more  Councils 
is    likely  to    have    more    weight     and 
authority  than  that  composed  of  a  lesser 
number.    Such  a  body  is  a  fitter  object 
for  the  transference  of  important  adminis- 
trative functions,  such  as  the  authorising 
of  loans.    What  a  cumbrous  process  this 
is  at  present !    A  demand  is  made  for  a 
loan  to  be  authorised.     After  some  delay 
I  an   inquiry  is  ordered ;    eventually  the 
■  inquiry  takes  place.     Then  there  is  the 
'  report  to  be  drawn  up  :  that  report  has 
to  be  considered  and  a  decision  taken  on 
it :  this  may  mean  waiting  for  months. 
Then     still    further    inquiries   may    be 
needed     before     the     authorisation     is 
granted,  and  this  means  more   delay ; 
meanwhile    the     expectant     borrowers 
become  anxious   and  try  to  stir  up  the 
officials  of  the  Board.    But  the  reply  of 
the    harassed  officials  is  that  the  appU- 
cants  must  remember  that  they  are  not 
the  only  borrowers  in  the  country,  and 
that  they  must  wait  patiently  and  take 
their  turn.     Now,  surely  this  is  a  power 
which  might  safely  and  usefully  be  dele- 
gated to  a  Joint  Counties  Board.    Such 
a  Board  would  do  its  work  more  on  the 
spot  —  with    greater    local    knowledge, 
which  is  an  important  factor,  and  with 
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far  more   expedition  than   is    now  the  \  desirable  in   1889,  when  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon 
brought  in  his  Provisional  Order  Confirm- 
ing Bill.  The  object  of  that  Bill  was 
to  confer  on  the  County  Councils  of 
England  and  Wales  the  powers  proposed 
to  be  conferred  by  this  Bill.  Tne  stress 
of  work  in  our  Government  Depart- 
ments has  increased  enormously  since 


case.  I  am  not  blaming  the  officiak  of 
the  Department — I  know  that  they  do 
their  work  admirably  and  that  they  are 
always  most  courteous  —  but  my  con- 
tention is  that  they  have  more  to  do 
than  they  can  manage,  and  therefore  it  is 
time  we  devolved  some  of  these  duties 
on  bodies  less  hard  worked.    The  same 


remarks  apply  to  other  powers  which  that  time  until  now,  and  it  is  no  exag- 
might  be  entrusted  to  such  a  Joint  geration  to  say  that  the  machinery  of 
Counties  Board  as  this  Bill  proposes  to  local  government  has  become  jammed, 
set  up.  I  This   Bill  deals  with  mere    matters  of 

business.    When  a  business   concern  is 


Mention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members     were     not    present.       House 


over-worked,  it  is  necessary  to  employ 
more  hands.      This   Bill    suggests    the 


counted,  and,  forty  Members  being  found  I  employment  of  more  hands :  not  in  the 

present '  remote   and  over-crowded  Government 

I  offices,  but  on  the  spot,  where  the  work 

Mr.    EDWARDS:    When  a    gcheme   1' ^^  ^ . ^^^^;  "^  ^,^^^^  "^t"  *7  ^f^^ 
has   been  made  it  shall   be  laid  on  the  ,  *^^  *°^^^/   ^^.^^  ^^^  .^^/^^  '  ,  ^^^  ^^ 

Tables  of  both  Houses  of  ParUament  for  I  f^"' ^^       .  ^       7'.^  ''  ^^^S'^^^,.^ 

^1-        JT      ^u*-lj*j     •      1  the  circumstances  of  the  case.     Our  Bill 

one  month  and  if  not  objected  to  durmg  '    ^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^         1^  ^^  ^^^ 

that  time  it  shall  come  into  operation  as    ^    ^rork  which  is  now  "^ne   from  a 
if  It  were  part  of  this  Bill.     Here  there   distance.       Of    course,  if    this    .rere    a 


is  a   slight  variation    from   the    usual 


measure  intended  to  force  on  the  County 


practice.  At  present  a  scheme  can  be  Councilspowers  which  they  were  unwilHng 
annulled  by  the  resolution  of  one  House  ^^  receive,  objection  might  be  taken  to  it 
of  Parhament.  This  Bill  requires  a  ^o  that  account.  But  the  essence  of  a 
hostile  resolution  in  both  Houses.  This  great  part  of  this  Bill  is  that  it  implie, 
is  no  doubt  an  innovation,  but  experi-  not  only  a  willingness  to  delegate 
ence  has  shown  that  much  hardship  may  official  duties  by  the  Department  of  States 
result  from  the  practice  hitherto  followed,  but  also  a  readiness  to  undertake  such 
It  is  deemed  unfair  to  the  persons  duties  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  they 
interested  in  such  a  scheme  as  this  Bill  are  to  be  delegated.  The  tendency  of 
contemplates  that  all  their  efforts  to  recent  legislation  has  been  towards  de- 
frame  the  scheme  and  their  desire  for  volution.  This  is  the  more  remarkable 
further  powers  of  local  self-government  because  of  the  bias  created  against  all 
should  be  frustrated  by  opposition  in  devolution  by  the  Home  Rule  controversy, 
only  one  of  the  Houses  of  ParUament.  ,  In  spite  of  that  bias,  the  force  of  necessity 
Sub-section  2  provides  the  same  condi-  ,  and  the  teaching  of  experience  have  driven 
tions  for  conferring  such  an  order  as  is  the  Government  more  and  more  to  rely  od 
mentioned  for  conferring  a  scheme.  If  various  forms  of  devolution.  When  the 
a  responsible  Minister  of  the  Crown  County  Councils  were  created,  they  were 
thinks  fit  to  delegate  some  part  of  his  lookedupon  in  some  quarters  as  a  daMerous 
administrative  duties  to  a  Joint  Counties  ,  experiment,  especially  in  Wales.  Experi- 
Board,  it  seems  to  me  that  every  facility  ^^^^  ^^  shown  that  they  have  done  their 
should  be  granted  for  his  doing  so.  ^^^^  ^^^^  y  ^^»  w^*^  ^^  ^^  1^  important. 
That  is  another  reason  why  we  have  ^^^y   have  developed  and  encouraged   a 

departed  from  the  usual  practice,  ^ni\^W}\^^^ ':'^'^^-^^''\''^^^ 
why  this  Bill  requires  a  hostUe  Resolution  '  '^^}^\  ^«  invaluable,  both  from  a  social  aiid 
in  both  Houses  to  make  a  scheme  null   ?  b^«^"^?  P^i,"^    ^/.  ^^^-  .  ^be  Welsh 
and  void  Intermediate  Education  Act  is  an  instance 

T^        .'  ,  V  ^,    ^  I  of  devolution,  and  a  very  happy  instance. 

Experience    has    shown     that    some    n^    ri       .    n  t>  j.  ^  jx  ^ 

amount  of  devolution  of  administrative  ^^  ^^^"^^  Governing  Bodies  created  by 
work  is  needed.  I  say  we  ought  to  \  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^"^^  ^hown  an  appreciation  of 
encourage  and  not  to  hinder  such  devolu-  ^b®  needs  of  Wales  and  a  determination  to 
tion.     It  was  evidently  contemplated  as    satisfy  those  needs,  which  have  produced 

Mr.  Edtvards. 


389  Local  Gmfi,  {fFales  {16  April  1902}     and  ManmaiUhshire)  Bill      390 

most  satiflfactory  results.    The  Act  may  ,  of  private  Bill  procedure  of  its  own.    That 
not  only  be  pronounced  a  success,  but  it  i  was  a  far  greater  change  than  any  we  are 


asking  for.  That  was  a  great  change  in 
the  direction  of  legislation,  a  subject  on 
which  the  House  is  justly  jealous  of  its 
powers,  which  are  direct.  This  Bill  does 
not  deal  with  legislation,  but  with  adminis- 
tration, a  subject  on  which  the  control  of 
the  House  is  more  remote  and  indirect. 
Under  this  Bill  the  legislative  supremacy 
of  Parliament  remains  untouched.  Only 
those  questions  and  subjects  which  are 
purely  administrative  and  are  strictly 
confined  to  Wales  are  covered  by  the  Bill. 
There  is  nothing  in  it  of  a  constitutional 


is  such  a  success  as  to  form  a  model  for 
future  applications  of  the  same  principle. 
But  objection  is  taken  to  this  Bill 
because  it  applies  only  to  Wales.  Why 
should  Wales  alone  have  this  boon  1 
Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  very 
obvious  answer.  England  in  1887  was 
offered  a.  great  part  of  what  we  now 
seek  to  obuin  for  Wales.  But  England 
refused  to  have  it.  She  had  reasons  of 
her  own,  which  no  doubt  satisfied  her. 
But  the  force  of  these  reasons  was  not 

felt  in   Wales,   and  Wales  would   then     ,        ,        t.  -    t  v  i-  ^  i      j 

have  welcomed  the  powers  which  Eng.  i  ^^f^^^-  I^  ^\.'  ^^7?^*  "?^^,*°^ 
land  refused.  It  does  seem  hard  thit '  ^%"?^"^^A  ^^^^f^^»  ^  Tk'IT* 
Che  earnestness  of  Wales  in  this  matter  -  f^^ll^,^^^  ^^^'"^  Government  but  also 
shouU  suffer  from  the  indifference  of,'*  ^i  uT  ^  *f Monties;  and  as 
I?  I  J  t1  -11  *i.  *"^**"7  "^  "*  I  such,  I  ask  the  House  to  read  it  a  second 
£ngtand     It  is  all  the  more  to  be  re- ,  ^^^ 

gretted  when    we   realise    that    Wales.  ' 
alike  from  its  history,  its  language,  and 

its  geographical  situation,  offers  an  ideal       Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
area  ready  to  our  hand!,  in  which  we '  '*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
can  safely  make  an  experiment  of  this    time." 
kind  without  inflicting  any  harm  on  the 

predominant  partner,  EngUnd.  Such,  (12.45.)  Me.  HERBERT  ROBERTS 
an  experiment  has  been  successfully ,  (Denbighshire,  W.):  I  rise  to  support 
made  with  regard  to  Sunday  closing  I  ^he  BiU,  the  Second  Reading  of  which 
and  mtennediat«  education  and  It  seems  .  has  been  so  ably  moved  by  my  hon. 
to  me  both  useful  and  safe  to  make  a  f^end  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  for 
further  expenment  m  the  way  sug^ed  ^^  to  occupy  more  than  a  few  minutes. 
^  this  Bill  And  It  IS  not  as  if  the  j^  geems  to  me  that  there  must 
House  were  asked  to  give  this  power  to  ^e  a  general  agreement  with  regard 
people  more  or  less  indifferent  about  It.  ^o  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  which 
Yesterday  a  deputaUon.  representing  the  j^als  in  the  first  place  with  the  trans- 
^ews  of  three-fourtl^  of  the  County  f^^^^^  ^f  certain  administrative  powers 
Councils  of  Wal^  and  Monmouthshire  ^  ^^e  County  Councik  Objection  was 
waited  on  the  President  of  the  Local  raised  yesterday  by  the  President  of  the 
(^vernment  Board  and  urged  the  claims  l^j  Government  Board,  when  he 
of  this  BiU  upon  his  favourable  con-  g^  courteously  received  the  deputation 
^eration^  The  County  Councils  of  ^^ieh  waited  upon  him,  on  the  score 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  are  keen  in  ^f  ^^^  expense  which  would  be  entailed 
their  desire  for  these  powers ;  and  in  ,  ^^^  ^.j^g  local  authorities.  In  regard 
view  of  theur  past  record,  that  spint  is   ^  ^^^^  j  perhaps,  be  allowed  to 

a  guarantee  that  these  powers  wiU  be  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  -f  ^h^ge  Councils  were  en- 
«wd  with  an  honest  intention  to  promote  -  ^^^  ^j^^  these  administrative  powers. 
^    Jirther    the    efficiency    of    those   ^^j    ^^^j^    administration    did   involve 

expense,  the  Local  Government  Board 
We  are  not  asking  for  a  great  deal.  ^^^  other  Departments  would  be  re- 
Other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  have  Ueved  of  some  of  the  charges  which 
had  more  given  to  them  than  Wales  has.  iiow  fall  upon  them,  and  the  incidence 
Since  1885  Scotland  has  had  a  Secretary  might  very  easily  be  adjusted  by  arrange- 
spedallv  appointed  to  look  after  it«  in- ,  ment  between  the  local  authorities  and 
tereste  m  Parliament.  In  1894  the  Scotch  ,  the  Central  Department.  I  well  re- 
County  Council  Association  Act  was  member  the  debate  which  took  place  in 
pawed.  But  far  more  important  than  '  this  House  in  the  year  1891,  initiated 
these,  in  1899  Scotland  was  given  a  system  I  on  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
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Member  for  Olamoi^an,  with  regard 
to  the  financial  relations  between  Wales 
and  the  United  Kingdom.  I  am  not 
going  into  that  question  now,  but  it 
may  be  of  interest  to  remark  that  on 
that  occasion  a  very  good  case  was  made 
out  for  the  claim  of  Wales  for  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  share  of  the  principality  in 
Imperial  taxation.  The  question  of  ex- 
pense is  one  which  ought  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  House.  There  is  no 
doubt  it  is  urgently  necessary  that  some 
step  should  be  taken  in  the  direction 
of  Clause  1  of  the  Bill  It  would  be 
good  for  the  Department  itself ;  it  would 
be  an  admirable  thing  for  the  local 
authorities  and  we  beUeve  also  that  it 
would  be  good  for  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. 

Let  me  say  one  or  two  words 
with  regard  to  the  history  of  this 
question.  The  question  of  the  derolu- 
tion  of  certain  administrative  powers 
from  the  Central  Department  to  local 
authorities  is  not  one  of  recent  date 
or  origin.  For  many  years  it  has 
occupied  the  mind  of  the  country — not 
merely  in  one  portion,  but  in  all  parts. 
Some  years  ago  this  question  was  very 
much  agitated  in  Scotland,  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  will,  no  doubt,  remember  a 
series  of  very  able  articles  written  for  the 
Scotsman  in  1886  or  1887,  which  seemed 
to  show  that,  at  all  events,  Scotland  had 
made  up  its  mind  on  the  desirability  of 
such  a  change  even  at  that  time.  During 
the  last  fifteen  years  almost  all  responsible 
statesman  have  expressed  themselves  very 
clearly  on  this  subject.  I  need  quote  but 
one  ease — that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  in  1 889  said  he 
believed  it  was  in  the  interest  of  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Ireland  tlmt  local  government 
shoud  be  conceded  in  the  amplest  sense ; 
that  not  only  county  but  municipal 
institutions  should  be  completed  and 
perfected,  and,  going  beyond  that,  there 
might  well  be  created  greater  authorities 
with  a  wider  scope  and  fuller  powers. 
That  was  a  rather  remarkable  declaration 
on  this  subject  by  one  who  now  exercises 
a  dominant  influence  in  the  public  life  of 
this  country.  He  has  said  that  "  what  he 
has  said  he  has  said,"  and  it  would  be 
interesting  today  to  hear  him  on  this 
question — small,  perhaps,  in  regard  to  its 
actual  scope,  but  very  important  in 
principle — and  to  be  told  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  still  adheres  to  the 

J/r.  Hei'lmrt  Itot>erts, 


opinion  he  expressed  in  1889.  As  my 
hon.  friend  has  pointed  out  there  i& 
nothing  in  this  Bill  touching  the  question 
of  the  devolution  of  legislative  powers ; 
it  is  concerned  only  with  administrative 
matters.  It  may  be  said  that  if  that  is  so 
the  question  of  the  congestion  of  business 
in  the  House  of  Commons  has  no  direct 
relevance  to  the  principle  involved  in  the 
measure,  but  I  contend  that  there  is  a 
direct  connection  between  the  congested 
state  of  public  business  in  this  House,  and 
the  power  of  criticising,  as  we  ought 
to  criticise,  the  policy  pursued 
by  the  various  central  Departmenta. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  present 
state  of  matters  in  Parliament.  During 
the  last  twenty  years  great  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  social  structures  of 
this  country,  far  and  wide-reaching  in 
their  effects,  and  the  burden  of  legislatioa 
has  become  most  oppressive  and  pressing 
upon  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  business  in  the  central  Depart- 
ments. If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Sleaford  Division  had 
been  present  I  am  sure  he  would  have  been 
willing  to  re-echo  the  words  he  uttered 
in  this  House  when  he  held  that  office^ 
with  respect  to  the  great  congestion  of 
business  in  his  Department.  Would  it 
not  be  well  to  sanction  the  principle 
involved  in  this  Bill,  in  the  interest  of 
the  efficient  conduct  of  public  businesa 
by  the  Departments,  and  of  the  relief  to 
the  work  of  this  House  *?  Would  it  not, 
I  ask,  be  wise  on  these  grounds  to  dele- 
gate certain  well-defined  administrative 
powers  to  those  local  authorities  in  Wales 
who  desire  to  exercise  them  ? 

There  are  one  or  two  special  grounds 
upon  which  this  request  is  especially  based. 
In  the  first  place  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  spirit  of  Welsh  nationality  is 
not  declining ;  it  is,  in  fact,  a  growing 
force  in  Wales.  In  the  second  place  we 
have  already  had  separate  treatment  in 
regard  to  legislation  with  reference  to- 
Sunday  Closing  and  Education.  There  is 
this  further  fact  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
important  when  you  come  to  consider 
whether  the  local  authorities  in  Wales  are 
fitted  to  discharge  the  duties  with  which 
this  Bill  proposes  to  entrust  them,  viz., 
the  fact  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  Wales  have  been  trained  for 
local  government  in  a  school,  and  by 
duties  imposed  upon  them  by  their 
church  life  which  is   instinct  with  the 
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democratic  principle.  Anybody  who 
knows  anything  of  the  inner  life  of  Wales 
must  know  that  by  a  long  period  of 
training  in  local  govemment  with  regard 
to  the  higher  interests  of  life  they  have 
been  brought  under  conditions  which 
render  them  specially  qualified  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  administering  local 


poiiitions  in  the  country.  Those  who 
were  present  at  the  deputation  which 
waited  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
yesterday,  must  have  seen  that  the  mem- 
bers of  that  deputation  belonged  princi- 
Slly  to  the  Party  which  supports  the 
^vemment  in  this  House.  It  cannot, 
therefore,  be  said  that  this  is  in  any  sense 


Svernment.  The  experience  of  County  ;  a  Party  Bill  It  is  a  small  step,  but 
uncil  work  in  Wales,  and  the  way  in  |  nevertheless  a  very  useful  one,  in  the 
which  the  Welsh  people  have  built !  right  direction,  and  I  trust  that,  what- 
up  and  carried  on  their  educational .  ever  technical  difficulties  may  be  raised 
system,  go  to  prove  that  there  is  a  in  the  course  of  this  debate  with  regard 
special  fitness  in  this  demand  of  the  .  to  the  application  of  machinery  pioposed 
local  authorities.  If  it  be  right  to  in  the  Bill,  the  House  will  assent  to  the 
entrust  the   local  authorities   with   the    Second  Reading   of  the   measure,   and 


supreme  duty  of  educating  the  children 
of  the  country,  is  it  not  reasonable  to 
aasume  that  they  are  able  and  fitted   to 


thereby  put  it  on  record  that  the  time 
has  come  when  some  such  reform  should 
be  carried  out  in  the  interest  of  the  local 


difcbarge  the  a  iministrative   functions  government  of  the  people  of  Wales.     I 

mentioned  in  this  Bill  1                              |  desire  to  support  the  Second  Reading  of 

Let  mt»  refer  to  some  objections  which  ^  ^ 
may   possibly    be    raised   in   the  course  i 

of  this  debate.  First,  objection  may'  ♦(1.5.)  Major  AVYNDHAM-QUIN 
be  taken  to  the  machinery  proposed  I  (Glamorganshire,  S.) :  I  agree  with  a  good 
for  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  the  Bill,  deal  of  what  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
Any  reform  of  this  kind  with  regard  to  Bill  have  said,  more  especially  with  the 
local  government  must  necessarily  be  remarks  they  have  made  on  the  subject  of 
faced  with  certain  difficulties.  You  can- ,  devolution.  I  believe  myself— and  I  think 
not  carry  out  any  such  reform  ^-ithout  my  views  are  shared  by  every  Member 
meeting  and  overcoming  a  number  of  «>f  the  House— that  the  time  has  come 
technical  and  administrative  difficulties,  when  a  great  deal  of  the  work  which  is 
But  the  inevitable  trend  of  the  times  is  "ow  heme  done  by  our  central  depart- 
in  the  direction  of  granting  more  and  mente  in  London  might  very  well  be  done 
more  self  governing  powers  to  local  by  local  bodies  in  the  country^  I  for  one 
authorities.    One  of  two>,licies  must  be  f^/""lP."^7^  ^  ''''^^AJ.u?.i!' 

adopted.     We    must    either    go   in    for  ^*^^'  ^'^^^  ^^JV«  ^T  ^J  ^^^^^^ 

s   -*i.           4.     1-    *•                          4. ;«  system  to  be  handed  over  to  the  County 

urther  centrahsation.  or  we  must  go    n  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^.^  ^  applicable  t^ 

or  decentra  isation.     Having  regard  to  ^^^^^  ^  ^^j^  ^  ^  ^y^^^  ^^     ^^  ^„ 

the  constantly  increasing  importance  of  ^^^,^^^^  ^^e  measure  bears  the  appear- 

the    place  wbch    local    self  government  ^^^   ^^  reasonableness  and  moderation, 

occupies  in  the  pubhc  life  of  this  country,  ^^^^  ^^^      ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^  ^hoie,  it  is  not 

I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  u  un-  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^V^l^h  Unionist,  consider 

possible  for  us  to  follow  the  first  course.  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  support.     I  object  to  it  in 

We  must,  in  the  long  run,  go  along  the  ^^^  ^j.^^.  instance  because,  as  far  as  I  am 

hne  indicated  by    the  provisions   of  this  aware,  it  is  not  demanded  by  any  con- 

BUL     One  or  two  things  are  perfectly  giderable  numlier  of  the  people  in  Wales, 

plain.     The  reform  proposed  in  procedure  Again,    I   cannot    but    consider    that   if 

by  the  Bill  is  urg.  ntly  needed.     There  is  jt^  provisions  are  carried  into  law  it  will 

no  doubt  about  that,  and,   as  has  been  in  no  way  tend  towards  the  improvement 

pointed  out,  it  is  asked  for,  not  by  any  and    efficiency   of   local    govemment    in 

party,    or   by   any   section   of   the  com-  that    country.      The    House     is     asked 

munity.  but  by  the  great  majority  of  the  to  place   its  trust   in  an   authority,  the 

local   authorities    themselves.     The    de-  constitution  and  working  of  the  machinery 

mand   further   has   been  endorsed,    not  of    which    it    is    quite    ignorant    of.     If 

only  by  the  representatives  of  the  local  there    is    any    real   desire   on    the    part 

authoritiefl  and  County  Councils,  but  by  of  the   Welsh  people   for   legislation   of 

many  men  holding  high  and  honourable  this  kind,  all   I  can  say  is  that  I  have 
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heard  nothing  about  it.  No  resolutions 
framed  by  the  County  Councils  in  the 
Principality  have  been  forwarded  to  me. 
For  the  last  seven  years  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  sit  for  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  important  constituencies  in  South 
Wales,  but  during  the  whole  of  that  time  I 
cannot  recollect  a  single  occasion  on  which 
anybody  has  approached  me  with  regard  to 
this  subject,  nor  has  one  of  the  electors 
in  my  division  informed  me  that  he 
considers  legislation  of  this  kind 
necessary  for  Wales.  Every  hon. 
Member  is  aware  that  the  electors  of 
the  present  day  are  not  in  any 
way  diffident  about  approaching  their 
Members,  or  their  would-be  Members, 
with  regard  to  the  political  questions 
which  may  be  of  interest  to  them ;  and 
I  must  say  that  if  legislation  of  this 
kind  is  earnestly  desired  by  the  people 
of  Glamorgan,  it  is  very  extraordinary 
that  not  one  of  its  electors  has  yet 
approached  me  on  the  subject. 

fj  I  'also  confess)  my^inability  to  see  in 
what  way,  should  this  measure  pass  into 
law,  it  will  benefit  the  local  government 
of  the  Principality.  Regarding  the 
powers  sought  to  be  conferred  on  the 
County  Councils,  it  is  conceded  by  the 
Act  of  1888  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  can  confer  on  the  County  Councils 
many  of  the  powers  sought  for  by 
the  Bill  by  means  of  Provisional  Orders. 
An  attempt  to  obtain  powers  of  this 
kind  was  made  in  1889,  but  there  was 
intense  opposition  to  this  step  on  behalf 
of  the  non-county  boroughs,  and  owing 
to  that  action  the  attempt  failed. 
Judging  by  an  answer  given  in  the 
House  the  other  day  by  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  non-county 
boroughs  is,  if  anything,  more  intense 
now  than  it  was  in  the  year  to  which  I 
have  referred. 

The  main  object  of  the  Bill,  however, 
is  not  the  transfer  of  these  powers  to 
the  County  Councils,  but  the  creation  of 
a  Joint  Cou  nties  Board  by  Sections  2,  3, 4, 
and  5  of  the  Bill  But,  bearing  in  mind 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  can 
already,  by  the  Act  of  1888,  delegate 
powers  to  the  County  Council  very 
similar  to  those  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  of  that  Bill,  and  abo  by  the 
same  Act  can  form  Joint   Committees 

Major  Wyndham-Qvin, 


of  the  County  Councils  for  joint  pur- 
poses, I  fail  to  see  what  a  Joint  Counties 
Board,  if  created,  can  do  more  than  can 
be  done  already.  Supposing  we  had  a 
Joint  Counties  Board,  we  should  have 
still  the  same  kind  of  gentlemen,  dealing, 
as  far  as  I  know,  with  the  same  kind  of 
measures,  and  probably  with  the  same 
kind  of  result.  I  have  listened  with 
great  interest  to  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  and  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  cannot  agree  with  what  they 
have  said.  As  to  the  view  expressed  of 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  local  govern- 
ment in  Wales,  I  do  not  think  this  Bill 
will  accomplish  that  object,  and  I  do  not 
think  any  good  will  accrue  from  the 
measure  we  are  now  discussing. 

The  framers  of  the  Bill  have  done 
very  little  more  than  sketch  the  con- 
stitution of  the  body  they  seek  to 
establish,  and  I  for  one  am  absolutely 
opposed  to  granting  power  to  a  new 
authority  the  constitution  and  machinery 
of  which  I  know  so  little  about.  What 
will  be  the  numerical  strength  of 
this  Board?  Where  will  its  work 
be  held?  Is  it  to  have  a  separate  and 
expensive  staff  1  Where  is  the  cost  of  its 
proceedings  to  be  checked  ?  I  maintain 
that  matters  of  this  kind  ought  not  to 
be  left  out  of  the  present  discussion. 
These  questions  demand  a  satisfactory 
answer  before  the  House  can  allow  the 
powers  sought  in  this  Bill  to  be  transferred 
to  a  new  authority.  I  for  one  should 
infinitely  prefer  to  continue  the  present 
trust  in  the  County  Councils  rather  than 
in  a  body  which  we  know  so  little  about. 

One  thing,  to  my  mind,  is  perfectly 
plain,  and  that  is  that  if  these  joint 
Boards  were  established,  they  would  be 
politically  of  one  colour  only.  The  Welsh 
County  Councils  for  many  years  past 
have  been  dominated  by  one  political 
Party  only,  and  as  the  majority  of 
the  County  Councillors  would  have  the 
election  of  the  delegates  to  serve  on  the 
new  Board.  We  can  only  imagine  and 
presume  that  the  new  executive  would 
be  strongly  permeated  with  political 
views  of  one  kind.  That  constitutes  a 
very  grave  menace  to  the  peace  of  Wales. 
I  say  this  with  all  respect  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  and  1  certainly  do  not 
mean  to  cast  the  slightest  reflection  on 
the    integrity  and    honesty  of    purpose 

of  those    gentlemen     who    now    serve 


397  Local  Govt.  (IFales  {16  April  1902}     and  Mmnwuihshire)  BUI     398 


om.  the  Welsh  County  Councils.  At 
the  tame  time,  on  an  occasion  like 
this,  and  with  the  experience  of 
the  past  to  guide  us,  Unionists  cannot 
dismiss  these  considerations  from  their 
minds.  But  I  take  a  broader  objection 
to  the  measure  than  that.  The  Bill  deals 
<mly  with  Wales  and  Monmouthshire,  and 
I  object  to  special  legislation  for  Wales 
unlessthere  issomegood  and  special  reason 
to  the  contrary.  I  quite  admit  that  there 
have  been  matters  in  this  connection 
which  call  for  special  legislation, 
to  wit,  the  Intermediate  Education 
Act,  which  has  already  been  mentioned. 
When  that  Act  was  brought  forward 
Wales  was  suffering  from  a  want  of 
secondary  education,  and  was  far  behind 
the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom.  There- 
fore, it  was  only  right  and  proper  that 
they  should  have  that  privilege  conferred 
upon  them.  I  do  not  consider  that 
Wales  is  entitled  to  more  consideration 
than  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  I  trust  that  if  any  addition  or  altera- 
tion is  to  be  made  in  the  system  of  local 
government,  it  will  not  be  applied  to  one 
area  only,  but  will  be  conferred  on  the 
whole  country  at  large.  I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name. 

♦(1.14.)  Mr.  guest  (Plymouth):  I 
desire  to  associate  myself  with  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down  in  recog- 
nising the  moderation  of  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  this  Bill  I  admit  that,  on 
the  face  of  it,  this  Bill  seems  plausible 
enough.  It  promises  two  things — (1) 
to  transfer  the  powers  now  exercised  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  other 
Departments  to  the  local  authorities  ; 
and  (2)  to  create  a  County  Board  for 
not    less    than    five   counties    for   the 

forpose  of  exercising  these  powers, 
t  has  been  said  by  the  mover  of 
this  Bill  that  such  a  provision  was 
contemplated  in  the  Provisional  Order 
1^9  under  Section  10  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1888.  In  the  first 
pl'^e,  any  comparison  between  the 
present  Bill  and  the  Provisional  Order , 
of  1889  will  show  that  the  powers  sought 
to  be  acquired  are  much  more  numerous 
than  were  contemplated  by  the  Pro- 
visional Order,  and  not  only  this,  but 
they  are  also  more  far-reaching. 

I  would  like  to  ask  the  House,  before 
proceeding  further,  whether  it  is  supposed 


that  these  powers,  if  granted,  will  be 
considered  sufficient.  The  question  is 
whether  they  will  stop  there,  or  whether, 
once  having  got  these  powers,  a  further 
demand  will  be  made  by  this  House  to 
give  still  wider  and  more  far-reaching 
powers.  An  association  of  five  County 
Councils  may  represent  nearly  a  million 
inhabitants,  and  a  body  which  represents 
so  large  a  number  of  people  will  un- 
doubtedly be  a  very  strong  body,  very 
difficult  to  resist,  and  will  have  great 
power  and  abiUty  to  press  its  claims 
upon  the  House.  In  that  respect  I 
would  remind  hon.  Members  of  the 
present  pretensions  of  the  London 
County  Council,  who  not  very  long  ago 
proposed  to  build,  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  this  House,  a  sort  of  Hotel  de 
Yille  which  was  to  overshadow  and  rival 
even  the  authority  and  dignity  of  this 
House. 

I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  future 
possible  developments  of  this  scheme  in 
detail,  but  I  wiUconfine  myself  to  the  actual 
proposal  before  the  House.  In  this  Bill 
there  is  a  definite  principle  involved. 
It  is  this.  When  Parliament  has 
from  time  to  time  created  local  authorities 
and  has  invested  them  with  powers  which, 
in  the  public  interest,  very  often  infringe 
upon  the  ordinary  rights  of  the  indi- 
vidual or  private  property,  it  has  always 
adhered  to  the  principle  of  keeping  a 
large  and  wide  control  in  the  hands  of 
the  central  authority.  It  has  always 
been  provided  that  the  sanction  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  the 
BoBird  of  Trade,  or  the  Education 
Department  should  first  be  obtained. 
It  is  done  in  the  interest  of  three  classes 
— in  the  first  place  the  individual,  then 
the  minority,  and  lastly  posterity.  It  is 
sought  to  safeguard  posterity  from  the 
extravagance,  recklessness,  or  indiffer- 
ence of  the  present  generation.  It  is 
sought  to  obtain  for  minorities  a  hearing. 
It  is  sought  to  protect  the  individual 
against  unfairness  which  might  result 
from  local  prejudice  or  other  small 
causes  of  a  local  character.  In  this 
Bill  this  principle  is  undermined. 
The  Local  Government  Board  up 
to  the  present  time  has  been  in  the 
position  of  a  Court  of  Appeal,  and  has 
in  many  instances  exercised  a  sort  of 
paternal  despotism  over  the  local  author- 
ities.   That  power  is  to  be  transferred 
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[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

(12.15.)  Mr.  EDWARDS  (Radnor- 
shire) :  I  rise  to  move  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill,  which  has  the  support  of 
many  Unionists  in  Wales.  The  Bill  has 
been  referred  to  in  some  portions  of  the 
Welsh  Press  as  though  it  were  a  measure 
to  establish  Home  Rule  for  Wales.  This 
is  a  complete  misapprehension.  Home 
Rule  implies  the  granting  of  legislative 
powers,  and  there  are  no  such  powers  in 
this  Bill  It  is  confined  to  matters  of  a 
purely  administrative  character.  If  this 
is  a  Home  Rule  Bill,  then  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  Local  Government  Act  of 
1888,  for  this  Bill  only  seeks  in  a  modest 
way  to  extend  the  powers  already  granted 
by  that  Act. 

As  is  seen  from  the  Memorandum,  the 
Bill  has  two  objects.  The  first  is  to 
transfer  to  the  councils  of  counties  and 
county  boroughs  certain  functions  at 
present  performed  by  Departments  of 
the  Central  Government.  These  func- 
tions are  of  an  administrative  character, 
and  are  specified  in  the  Schedule.  I  may 
say  that  through  an  oversight  the  words, 
**  councils  of  county  boroughs,**  were 
omitted  from  Clause  1  of  the  JSill,  and 
that  Clause  should  be  read  as  [if  those 
words  were  included.  A  few  of  these 
powers  are  now  vested  in  the  Privy 
Council  and  the  Home  Secretary,  but 
the  greater  part  of  them  belong  to  the 
Local  Government  Board.  Some  of  these 
powers  are  very  useful,  and  should  by 
all  means  be  delegated  to  local  authorities. 
For  instance,  take  the  Public  Health  Act 
of  1875.  Certain  sections  of  that  Act 
included  in  the  Schedule  refer  to  matters 
connected  with  sanitation.  Now,  some 
may  think  this  is  a  small  matter,  but  it 
is  really  an  important  matter.  Why 
should  it  be  necessary  to  apply  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  power  to 
move  in  such  a  matter  as  thisi  It 
is  a  matter  in  which  very  often  it 
is  important  that  you  should  move 
quickly.  But  it  is  well  known  that 
owing  to  the  overworked  condition  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  other  De- 
partments it  is  impossible  to  do  this. 
The  sections  of  the  Act  to  which  I  have 
referred    give    the    Local    Government 
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Board  power  to  order  and  sanction 
certain  sanitary  works.  Why  not  give 
this  power  to  the  County  Councils  ?  They 
know  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
the>  have  medical  officers  quite  capaUe 
of  dealing  eflfectively  with  the  matter. 


The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD,  (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk) :  How 
many  counties  have  medical  officers  1 

Mr.  EDWARDS :  I  cannot  say  how 
many,  but  take  Glamorgan  for  instance. 
There  you  have  a  most  able  medical 
officer  of  health.  He  is  quite  as  capable 
of  forming  a  correct  opinion  in  such 
matters  as  any  medical  officer  whom  the 
Local  Government  may  send  down.  His 
reports  are  masterly  and  are  quoted  by 
medical  and  other  journals.  Is  it  not 
reasonable  to  employ  such  a  man  as  this, 
who  has  local  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  in  addition  to  his 
other  qualifications,  rather  than  some 
stranger  whom  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  send  down  to  inquire  and 
report  1 

Closely  allied  to  this  subject  is  the 
power  given  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  under  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes  Act,  to  require  a  local 
authority  to  deal  with  premises  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  disappointment  felt  at  the  failure  of 
this  Act.  It  has  not  done  the  good 
that  was  expected  of  it.  Why  is  that  % 
May  it  not  be  because  the  machinery  for 
putting  the  Act  into  force  is  too 
cumbrous  and  remote  :  and,  further,  be- 
cause there  is  not  sufficient  driving 
power  to  work  the  machinery  as  it 
should  be  worked.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  to  administer  a 
vast  area,  and  therefore  must  look 
with  comparative  indiflference  on 
individual  cases.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  County  Council  were  given  this 
work  to  do,  its  direct  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  work  would  induce  it  to 
see  that  it  was  well  and  speedily  done. 
Petitions  would  come  asking  for  some- 
thing to  be  done ;  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  County  Council  would  report 
quickly  ;  the  County  Council  could 
decide  promptly ;  and  thus  with  little 
trouble  or  delay  useful  work  could  be 
done   which  is  now    not    even   begun. 
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from  fear  of  the  tedious  delay  which 
18  anticipated  over  it.  Then  take  Section 
2  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1885 ;  what 
a  paltry  power  that  is  to  reserve  to  the 
important  machinery  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Why  not  leave 
such  a  matter  to  the  County  Council, 
which  knows  the  circumstances  and 
can  deal  promptly  with  it  ? 

The  second  object  of   the  Bill  is  to 
provide  machinery  for  the  creation  of 
a  Joint  Counties  Board     It  is  provided 
that    any    five    or    more    Councils    of 
counties     or      county     boroughs     may 
combine    to    frame    a   scheme  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Joint  Counties  Board. 
Exception  is  taken  in  some  quarters  to  this 
provision,  but  section  81  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Act  of  1888  conferred  the  power 
of  combination,  only  in  a  lesser  degree 
and  in   a  different  manner.     There  is, 
therefore,  nothing  inherently  objection- 
aUe,  in   a  scheme  such   as  the  House 
has  already   sanctioned.      But   it    may 
be  aaked,  why  should   it   be  necessary 
to  confer  such  power  by  this  Bill,  when 
it  is  already  included  in  the  Act  of  1888  1 
The  answer  is  simple.     We  say  that  the 
power  of  combination  conferred  by  the 
Act   of    1888    is   inoperative.      This    is 
thown    by   the    answer    given    by    the 
Krliamentary   Secretary  of    the    Local 
Government   Board  to  my   hon.  friend 
the  Member  for    Merthyr  on    the   6th 
March    last.     My   hon.  friend  asked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
if   he    could    state    to  what   extent  the 
County  Councils  of  Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire had  availed  themselves  of  Section 
81  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888, 
empowering    them    to   take    combined 
action    for   any  purpose   in    respect  of 
vhieh  they  are  jointly  interested.     The 
reply  was  that  the  Board  was  unable  to 
state  to  what  extent  the  powers  conferred 
by   the     section    mentioned    had    been  | 
Acted  upon.    They  knew  of  one  case  of 
the  kind.     The  power  of    combination 
giTen  by  the  Act  of  1888  has  practically  i 
remained    a  dead  letter,  as  is  shown  by 
thi*  statement     Why  is  this  1  To  a  great ! 
extent  because  it   has  been  found    that 
there  arc  very  few  subjects  included  in 
the  Act  of  1888  on  which  County  Councils  ' 
can    jointly    combine.    To   some  extent ; 
because  of  the  lack  of  simple  and  effec- ' 
tive  machinery   for    carrying    out    the 
intentions  of  the  Act  in  this  respect    It  \ 


is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that, 
taking  the  Act  as  it  stands,  combination 
betweea  the  County  Councils  is  not  easy. 
Take  the  case  of  the  Welsh  County 
Council  Association.  That  was  a  body 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating 
about  matters  of  interest  to  Wales.  What 
became  of  that  body  1  It  was  starved  to 
death.  The  Webh  County  Council 
Association  consulted  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  as  to  whether  they  could 
under  the  Act  of  1888  pay  the  expenses 
incidental  to  the  organisation  and  the 
meetings  of  the  body.  The  Local 
Government  Board  repUed  that  they 
could  not  do  so.  Therefore  the  Associa- 
tion, which  might  have  been  very  helpful 
to  Wales  in  many  ways,  had  to  be 
abandoned,  because  there  was  no  power 
under  the  Act  of  1888  to  keep  it  alive. 

We  propose  that  when  any  five  or  more 
councils  of  counties  or  county  boroughs 
wish  to  combine  for  any  administrative 
purposes  common  to  them  all  they  may 
make  a  scheme  for  setting  up  wliat  we 
call  a  Joint  Counties  Board  to  represent 
them.   We  have  adopted  the  number  five 
because  we  think  a  body  composed  of  the 
representatives  of  five  or  more  Councils 
is    likely  to    have   more    weight     and 
authority  than  that  composed  of  a  lesser 
number.    Such  a  body  is  a  fitter  object 
for  the  transference  of  important  adminis- 
trative functions,  such  as  the  authorising 
of  loans.    What  a  cumbrous  process  this 
is  at  present !    A  demand  is  made  for  a 
loan  to  be  authorised.     After  some  delay 
an  inquiry  is  ordered ;    eventually  the 
inquiry  takes  place.     Then  there  is  the 
report  to  be  drawn  up  :  that  report  has 
to  be  considered  and  a  decision  taken  on 
it :  this  may  mean  waiting  for  months. 
Then     still    further    inquiries   may    be 
needed     before     the     authorisation     is 
granted,  and   this  means  more   delay; 
meanwhile    the     expectant     borrowers 
become  anxious  and  try  to  stir  up  the 
officials  of  the  Board.     But  the  reply  of 
the    harassed  officials  is  that  the  appU- 
cants  must  remember  that  they  are  not 
the  only  borrowers  in  the  country,  and 
that  they  must  wait   patiently  and  take 
their  turn.     Now,  surely  this  is  a  power 
which  might  safely  and  usefully  be  dele- 
gated to  a  Joint   Counties  Board.    Such 
a  Board  would  do  its  work  more  on  the 
spot  —  with    greater    local    knowledge, 
which  is  an  important  factor,  and  with 
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Member  for  Glamorgan,  with  regard 
to  the  financial  relations  between  Wales 
and  the  United  ELingdom.  I  am  not 
going  into  that  question  now,  but  it 
may  be  of  interest  to  remark  that  on 
that  occasion  a  very  good  case  was  made 
out  for  the  claim  of  Wales  for  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  share  of  the  principality  in 
Imperial  taxation.  The  question  of  ex- 
pense is  one  which  ought  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  House.  There  is  no 
doubt  it  is  urgently  necessary  that  some 
step  should  be  taken  in  the  direction 
of  Clause  1  of  the  Bill.  It  would  be 
good  for  the  Department  itself ;  it  would 
be  an  admirable  thing  for  the  local 
authorities  and  we  believe  also  that  it 
would  be  good  for  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. 

Let  me  say  one  or  two  words 
with  regard  to  the  history  of  this 
question.  The  question  of  the  devolu- 
tion of  certain  administrative  powers 
from  the  Central  Department  to  local 
authorities  is  not  one  of  recent  date 
or  origin.  For  many  years  it  has 
occupied  the  mind  of  the  country— not 
merely  in  one  portion,  but  in  all  parts. 
Some  years  ago  this  question  was  very 
much  agitated  in  Scotland,  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  will,  no  doubt,  remember  a 
series  of  very  able  articles  written  for  the 
Scohimn  in  1886  or  1887,  which  seemed 
to  show  that,  at  all  events,  Scotland  had 
made  up  its  mind  on  the  desirability  of 
such  a  change  even  at  that  time.  During 
the  last  fifteen  years  almost  all  responsible 
statesman  have  expressed  themselves  very 
clearly  on  this  subject.  I  need  quote  but ; 
one  case— that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ' 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  in  1889  said  he 
believed  it  was  in  the  interest  of  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Ireland  th^t  local  government  I 
shoiid  be  conceded  in  the  amplest  sense ;  i 
that  not  only  county  but  municipal 
mstitutions  should  be  completed  and 
perfected,  and,  going  beyond  that,  there 
might  well  be  created  greater  authorities 
with  a  wider  scope  and  fuller  powers. 
That  was  a  rather  remarkable  declaration 
on  this  subject  by  one  who  now  exercises 
a  dominant  influence  in  the  public  life  of 
this  country.  He  has  said  that  "  what  he 
has  said  he  has  said,"  and  it  would  be 
interesting  today  to  hear  him  on  this 
question— small,  perhaps,  in  regard  to  its 
actual  scope,  but  very  important  in 
principle— and  to  be  told  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  still  adheres  to  the 
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opinion  he  expressed  in  1889.  As  my 
hon.  friend  has  pointed  out  there  is 
nothing  in  this  Bill  touching  the  question 
of  the  devolution  of  legislative  powers ; 
it  is  concerned  only  with  administrative 
matters.  It  may  be  said  that  if  that  is  so 
the  question  of  the  congestion  of  business 
in  the  House  of  Commons  has  no  direct 
relevance  to  the  principle  involved  in  the 
measure,  but  I  contend  that  there  is  a 
direct  connection  between  the  congested 
state  of  public  business  in  this  House,  and 
the  power  of  criticising,  as  we  ought 
to  criticise,  the  policy  pursued 
by  the  various  central  Departments. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  present 
state  of  matters  in  Parliament.  During 
the  last  twenty  years  great  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  social  structures  of 
this  country,  far  and  wide-reaching  in 
their  effects,  and  the  burden  of  legislation 
has  become  most  oppressive  and  pressing 
upon  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  business  in  the  central  Depart- 
ments. If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Sleaford  Division  had 
been  present  I  am  sure  he  would  have  been 
willing  to  re-echo  the  words  he  uttered 
in  this  House  when  he  held  that  oflSce, 
with  respect  to  the  great  congestion  of 
business  in  his  Department.  Would  it 
not  be  well  to  sanction  the  principle 
involved  in  this  Bill,  in  the  interest  of 
the  efficient  conduct  of  public  businesa^ 
by  the  Departments,  and  of  the  relief  to 
the  work  of  this  House  1  Would  it  not, 
I  ask,  be  wise  on  these  grounds  to  dele- 
gate certain  well-defined  administrative 
powers  to  those  local  authorities  in  Wales 
who  desire  to  exercise  them  1 

There  are  one  or  two  special  grounda 
upon  which  this  request  is  especially  based. 
In  the  first  place  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  spirit  of  Welsh  nationality  ia 
not  declining ;  it  is,  in  fact,  a  growing 
force  in  Wales.  In  the  second  place  we 
have  already  had  separate  treatment  in 
regard  to  legislation  with  reference  to- 
Sunday  Closing  and  Education.  There  is 
this  further  fact  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
important  when  you  come  to  consider 
whether  the  local  authorities  in  Wales  are 
fitted  to  discharge  the  duties  with  which 
this  Bill  proposes  to  entrust  them,  vi«., 
the  fact  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  Wales  have  been  trained  for 
local  government  in  a  school,  and  by 
duties  imposed  upon  them  by  their 
church  life  which  is   instinct  with  tha 
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democratic  principle.  Anybody  who  i  positions  in  the  country.  Those  who 
knows  anything  of  the  inner  life  of  Wales  I  were  present  at  the  deputation  which 
must  know  that  by  a  long  period  of  |  waited  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
training  in  local  government  with  regard  !  yesterday,  must  have  seen  that  the  mem- 
to  the  higher  interests  of  life  they  have  |  bers  of  that  deputation  belonged  princi- 
been  brought  under  conditions  which  ,  pally  to  the  Party  which  supports  the 
render  them  specially  qualified  to  dis-  Groveniment  in  this  House.  It  cannot, 
charge  the  duties  of  administering  local   therefore,  be  said  that  this  is  in  any  sense 

Svernment.  The  experience  of  County  a  Party  Bill  It  is  a  small  step,  but 
uncil  work  in  Wales,  and  the  way  in  .  nevertheless  a  very  useful  one,  in  the 
which  the  Welsh  people  have  built  right  direction,  and  I  trust  that,  what- 
up  and  carried  on  their  educational  ever  technical  difficulties  may  l>e  raised 
system,  go  to  prove  that  there  is  a  :  in  the  course  of  this  debate  with  regard 
special  fitness  in  this  demand  of  the  to  the  application  of  machinery  pioposed 
local  authorities.  If  it  be  right  to  in  the  Bill,  the  House  will  assent  to  the 
entrust  the  local  authonties  with  the  Second  Reading  of  the  measure,  and 
supreme  duty  of  educating  the  children  .  thereby  put  it  on  record  that  the  time 
of  the  country,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  i  has  come  when  some  such  reform  should 
assume  that  they  are  able  and  fitted  to  i  be  carried  out  in  the  interest  of  the  local 
discharge  the  a  iministrative  functions  government  of  the  people  of  Wales.  I 
mentioned  in  this  Bill  1  desire  to  support  the  Second  Reading  of 

Let  me  refer  to  some  objections  which  ,  ^ 
may    possibly    be   raised   in   the  course 

of  this  debate.  First,  objection  may  ♦(1.5.)  Major  WYNDHAM-QUIX 
be  taken  to  the  machinery  proposed  (Glamorganshire,  S.):  I  agree  with  a  good 
for  carrving  out  the  purposes  of  the  Bill,  deal  of  what  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
Any  reform  of  this  kind  with  regaid  to  Bill  have  said,  more  especially  with  the 
local  /government  must  necessarily  be  remarks  they  have  made  on  the  subject  of 
faced  with  certain  difficulties.  You  can-  devolution.  I  believe  myself— and  1  think 
not  carry  out  any  such  reform  without  my  views  are  shared  by  every  Member 
meeting  and  overcoming  a  number  of  ^^  ^^^  House— that  the  time  has  come 
technical  and  administrative  difficulties,  when  a  great  deal  of  the  work  which  is 
But  the  inevitable  trend  of  the  times  is  ^^w  heme  done  by  our  central  depart- 
in  the  direction  of  granting  more  and  menu  in  London  might  very  well  be  done 
more  self  governing  powers  to  local  by  local  bodies  in  the  country^  I  for  one 
authorities.    One  of  two>olicies  must  be  ^  ^l^LST^  ^  '"^^'L\k  ?.il" 

adopted     We    must    either    go   in    for  ^*^^  ^'"^^  '^JT  ^"^V^    ^       ^ 

f«-*u^         *     1-    *•  -.  ♦  «^  ;  svstem  to  be  handed  over  to  the  County 

turtner  centralisation,  or  we  must  go  in  /;        .,  ^,       , j.  ^^i:^ui^  ♦! 

c       J         .!•  11-  j^  Councils  or  other  bodies  is  applicable  to 

for  decentra hsation.     Having  regard  to  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^  ^  ^.^,^  <^     ^^  ^^ 

the  constantly  increasing  importance  of  ^^^%^^^  ^^e  measure  bears  the  appear- 

the    place   which    local    self  government  ^^   ^^  reasonableness   and  moderation, 

occupies  in  the  pubhc  life  of  this  country,  ^^^  ^^-      ^y^^  ^^^  ^  ^  ^l,^,^^  i^  i^  „^^ 

I  think  It  will  be  admitted  that  it  i.  un-  ^^^  ^j^j^j^  ^^^  y^^^^^  Unionist,  consider 

poasiUe  for  us  to  ioHow  the  farst  course,  j^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^  support.     I  object  to  it  in 

\Ve  must,  in  the  long  run,  go  along  the  ^y^^  '^^st  instance  because,  as  far  as  I  am 

line  indicated  by    the  provisions   of  this  ^^^^e,  it  is  not  demanded  bv  any  con- 

BilL     One  or  two  things  are  perfectly  giJerable  numl»er  of  the  people  in  Wales. 

pUin.     The  re/orm  propos*  d  in  proce<iure  Again,    I    cannot    but    consider    that   if 

by  the  Bill  is  urg.  ntly  needed.     There  is  its  pmvi^jons  are  carried  into  law  it  will 

no  doubt  about  that,  and,    as  has  been  in  no  way  tend  towanls  the  impnn'emeiit 

pointed  out,  it  is  asked  for,  not  by  any  and    efficiency   of   local    government    in 

party,    or   by   any   section   of   the  com-  that    count rj'.      The    Hou«e     is     a^ked 

munity,  but  by  the  great  majority  of  the  to  place   iu  trust   in   an   authority,   the 

local   authorities    themselves.     The    de-  constitution  and  working  of  the  machinerv 

mand   further   has   l/een  endorsed,    not  of    which    it    is    quite    ignoi-ant    of.     if 

only  by  the  representatives  of  the  local  there    i«    any    real    de-^ire    on    the    part 

authorities  and  County  Cotmcils.  but  by  of  the    Wei.^h  people   for   legi -elation   of 

many  men  holding  high  and  honourable  this   kiml,  all  1  can  »ay   is  that  I  have 
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heard  nothing  about  it.  No  resolutions 
framed  by  tne  County  Councils  in  the 
Principality  have  been  forwarded  to  me. 
For  the  last  seven  years  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  sit  for  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  important  constituencies  in  South 
Wales,  but  during  the  whole  of  that  time  I 
cannot  recollect  a  single  occasion  on  which 
anybody  has  approached  me  with  regard  to 
this  subject,  nor  has  one  of  the  electors 
in  my  division  informed  me  that  he 
considers  legislation  of  this  kind 
necessary  for  Wales.  Every  hon. 
Member  is  aware  that  the  electors  of 
the  present  day  are  not  in  any 
way  diffident  about  approaching  their 
Members,  or  their  would-be  Members, 
with  regard  to  the  political  questions 
which  may  be  of  interest  to  them ;  and 
I  must  say  that  if  legislation  of  this 
kind  is  earnestly  desired  by  the  people 
of  Glamorgan,  it  is  very  extraordinary 
that  not  one  of  its  electors  has  yet 
approached  me  on  the  subject. 

fj  I  ^also  confess)  my  ^inability  to  see  in 
what  way,  should  this  measure  pass  into 
law,  it  will  benefit  the  local  government 
of  the  Principality.  Regarding  the 
powers  sought  to  be  conferred  on  the 
County  Councils,  it  is  conceded  by  the 
Act  of  1888  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  can  confer  on  the  County  Councils 
many  of  the  powers  sought  for  by 
the  Bill  by  means  of  Provisional  Orders. 
An  attempt  to  obtain  powers  of  this 
kind  was  made  in  1889,  but  there  was 
intense  opposition  to  this  step  on  behiJf 
of  the  non-county  boroughs,  and  owing 
to  that  action  the  attempt  failed. 
Judging  by  an  answer  given  in  the 
House  the  other  day  by  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  non-county 
boroughs  is,  if  anything,  more  intense 
now  than  it  was  in  the  year  to  which  I 
have  referred. 

The  main  object  of  the  Bill,  however, 
is  not  the  transfer  of  these  powers  to 
the  County  Councils,  but  the  creation  of 
a  Joint  Counties  Board  by  Sections  2, 3, 4, 
and  5  of  the  Bill  But,  bearing  in  mind 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  can 
already,  by  the  Act  of  1888,  delegate 
powers  to  the  County  Council  very 
similar  to  those  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  of  that  Bill,  and  also  by  the 
same   Act  can  form  Joint  Committees 

Major  Wyndham-Quin. 


of  the  County  Councils  for  joint  pur- 
poses, I  fail  to  see  what  a  Joint  Counties 
Board,  if  created,  can  do  more  than  can 
be  done  already.  Supposing  we  had  a 
Joint  Counties  Board,  we  should  have 
still  the  same  kind  of  gentlemen,  dealing, 
as  far  as  I  know,  with  the  same  kind  of 
measures,  and  probably  with  the  same 
kind  of  result.  I  have  listened  with 
great  interest  to  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  and  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  cannot  agree  with  what  they 
have  said.  As  to  the  view  expressed  of 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  local  govern- 
ment in  Wales,  I  do  not  think  this  Bill 
will  accomplish  that  object,  and  I  do  not 
think  any  good  will  accrue  from  the 
measure  we  are  now  discussing. 

The  framers  of  the  Bill  have  done 
very  little  more  than  sketch  the  con- 
stitution of  the  body  they  seek  to 
establish,  and  I  for  one  am  absolutely 
opposed  to  granting  power  to  a  new 
authority  the  constitution  and  machinery 
of  which  I  know  so  little  about.  What 
will  be  the  numerical  strength  of 
this  Board]  Where  will  its  work 
be  held?  Is  it  to  have  a  separate  and 
expensive  staflf  ?  Where  is  the  cost  of  its 
proceedings  to  be  checked  ?  I  maintain 
that  matters  of  this  kind  ought  not  to 
be  left  out  of  the  present  discussion. 
These  questions  demand  a  satisfactory 
answer  before  the  House  can  allow  the 
powers  sought  in  this  Bill  to  be  transferred 
to  a  new  authority.  I  for  one  should 
infinitely  prefer  to  continue  the  present 
trust  in  the  County  Councils  rather  than 
in  a  body  which  we  know  so  little  about. 

One  thing,  to  my  mind,  is  perfectly 
plain,  and  that  is  that  if  these  joint 
Boards  were  established,  they  would  be 
politically  of  one  colour  only.  The  Welsh 
County  Councils  for  many  years  past 
have  been  dominated  by  one  political 
Party  only,  and  as  the  majority  of 
the  Comity  Councillors  would  have  the 
election  of  the  delegates  to  serve  on  the 
new  Board.  We  can  only  imagine  and 
presume  that  the  new  executive  would 
be  strongly  permeated  with  political 
views  of  one  kind.  That  constitutes  a 
very  grave  menace  to  the  peace  of  Wales. 
I  say  this  with  all  respect  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  and  1  certainly  do  not 
mean  to  cast  the  slightest  reflection  on 
the    integrity  and    honesty  of    purpose 

of  those    gentlemen     who    now    serve 
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on  the  WeUh  County  Gounoils.  At 
the  same  time,  on  an  occasion  like 
this,  and  with  the  experience  of 
the  past  to  guide  us,  Unionists  cannot 
dismiss  these  considerations  from  their 
minds.  But  I  take  a  broader  objection 
to  the  measure  than  that.  The  Bill  deals 
only  with  Wales  and  Monmouthshire,  and 
I  object  to  special  legislation  for  Wales 
unlessthereissomegood  and  special  reason 
to  the  contrary.  I  quite  admit  that  there 
have  been  matters  in  this  connection 
which  call  for  special  legislation, 
to  wit,  the  Intermediate  Education 
Act,  which  has  already  been  mentioned. 
When  that  Act  was  brought  forward 
Wales  was  suffering  from  a  want  of 
secondary  education,  and  was  far  behind 
the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom.  There- 
fore,  it  was  only  right  and  proper  that 
they  should  have  that  privilege  conferred 
upon  them.  I  do  not  consider  that 
Wales  is  entitled  to  more  consideration 
than  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  I  trust  that  if  any  addition  or  altera- 
tion is  to  be  made  in  the  system  of  local 
government,  it  will  not  be  applied  to  one 
area  only,  but  will  be  conferred  on  the 
whole  country  at  large.  I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name. 

♦(1.14.)  Mr.  GUEST  (Plymouth):  I 
desire  to  associate  myself  with  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down  in  recog- 
nising the  moderation  of  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  this  Bill  I  admit  that,  on 
the  face  of  it,  this  Bill  seems  plausible 
enough.  It  promises  two  things — (1) 
to  transfer  the  powers  now  exercised  by 
the  Local  Qovernment  Board  and  other 
Departments  to  the  local  authorities  ; 
and  (2)  to  create  a  County  Board  for 
not    less    than    five  counties    for   the 

furpoee  of  exercising  these  powers, 
t  has  been  said  by  the  mover  of 
this  Bill  that  such  a  provision  was 
€ontem[rfated  in  the  Provisional  Order 
1H89  under  Section  10  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1888.  In  the  first 
place,  tay  comparison  between  the ! 
.  present  Bill  and  the  Provisional  Order 
of  1889  will  show  that  the  powers  sought  j 
to  be  acquired  are  much  more  numerous 
than  were  contemplated  by  the  Pro- 
visional Order,  and  not  only  this,  but 
they  are  also  more  far-reaching. 

I  would  like  to  ask  the  House,  before 
proceeding  further,  whether  it  is  supposed 


that  these  powers,  if  granted,  will  be 
considered  sufficient.  The  question  is 
whether  they  will  stop  there,  or  whether, 
once  having  got  these  powers,  a  further 
demand  will  be  made  by  this  House  to 
give  still  wider  and  more  far-reaching 
powers.  An  association  of  five  County 
Councils  may  represent  nearly  a  million 
inhabitants,  and  a  body  which  represents 
so  large  a  number  of  people  will  un- 
doubtedly be  a  very  strong  body,  very 
difficult  to  resist,  and  will  have  great 
power  and  abiUty  to  press  its  claims 
upon  the  House.  In  that  respect  1 
would  remind  hon.  Members  of  the 
present  pretensions  of  the  London 
County  Council,  who  not  very  long  ago 
proposed  to  build,  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  this  House,  a  sort  of  Hotel  de 
Ville  which  was  to  overshadow  and  rival 
even  the  authority  and  dignity  of  this 
House. 

I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  future 
possible  developments  of  this  scheme  in 
detail,  buti  willconfine  myself  tothe  actual 
proposal  before  the  House.  In  this  Bill 
there  is  a  definite  principle  involved. 
It  is  this.  When  Parliament  has 
from  time  to  time  created  local  authorities 
and  has  invested  them  with  powers  which, 
in  the  public  interest,  very  often  infringe 
upon  the  ordinary  rights  of  the  indi- 
vidual or  private  property,  it  has  always 
adhered  to  the  principle  of  keeping  a 
large  and  wide  control  in  the  hands  of 
the  central  authority.  It  has  always 
been  provided  that  the  sanction  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  the 
Board  of  Trade,  or  the  Education 
Department  should  first  be  obtained. 
It  is  done  in  the  interest  of  three  classes 
— in  the  first  place  the  individual,  then 
the  minority,  and  lastly  posterity.  It  is 
sought  to  safeguard  posterity  from  the 
extravagance,  recklessness,  or  indiffer- 
ence of  the  present  generation.  It  is 
sought  to  obtain  for  minorities  a  hearing. 
It  is  sought  to  protect  the  individual 
against  unfairness  which  might  result 
from  local  prejudice  or  other  small 
causes  of  a  local  character.  In  this 
Bill  this  principle  is  undermined. 
The  Local  Grovemment  Board  up 
to  the  present  time  has  been  in  the 
position  of  a  Court  of  Appeal,  and  has 
in  many  instances  exercised  a  sort  of 
paternal  despotism  over  the  local  author- 
ities.   That  power  is  to  be  transferred 
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from  the  Local   Governnient   Board  to 
the    local   authorities,     and    they     are 
to  exercise  this  sort  of  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion.     To  show   how   serious  and    far- 1 
reaching    are    the    powers    which    are ; 
scheduled  in  the  Bill,  if  the  House  will 
allow  me,  I  will  give  one  or  two  instances.  ; 
I  shall  do  this  by  way  of  proving  my 
point.     If  hon.  Members  will  look  to  the  i 
schedule  of  this  Bill,  they  will  find  it , 
contains  Section  229  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  which  deals  with  the  question   of 
**  special    expenses."      Hon.      Members 
know    that     this    matter    of    **  special 
expenses "    is  just   one   of    those   cases 
where  the  State  has  reserved  to  itself 
the      right    of    interpretation    of    the 
Public  Health  Act.     Under  this  clause 
certain  expenses  incurred  by  the  parish 
may  be  scheduled  as  **  special  expenses," 
if  they  ought  to  be  so,  according  to  well 
defined  grounds,  and  the  result  of  that  is, 
that    the   owners    of   agricultural    land, 
railway  companies,  and  other  bodies  only 
pay  a  quarter  of  the  rate.   Now,  supposing 
a  local    authority  were    not  to  schedule 
these  as   "special    expenses,"   the   effect 
would  be  that  those  agricultural  lands  would 
have  to  pay  half  the  parish  rate.     That 
is  to  say,  the  agricultural  lands  would 
only  benefit  to  the  extent  allowed  by  the 
Agricultural   Eating    Act,   and  railways 
would  have  to  pay  the  full  rate.     I  find, 
farther  down  in  the  schedule.  Section  276 
of  the  Public  Heakh  Act,  which  gives 
power — 

"  To  p:^nt  to  rural  district  or  contributory 
place  (on  due  application)  provisions  of  Public 
Health  Act  which  are  in  force  in  urban 
districts  ;  and  conditionally  or  unconditionally 
to  invest  such  rural  authority  with  all  or  any 
of  the  powers,  duties,  etc.,  of  an  urban 
authority  under  the  Act." 

Now  the  Local  Grovemment  Board  itself, 
as  I  understand,  has  been  sometimes 
blamed  for  granting  those  powers  in  the 
past,  and  it  has  given  rise,  as  hon.  Mem- 
l>ers  will  remember,  to  discussion  in  the 
newspapers  with  regard  to  the  grounds 
of  restriction  which  the  Rural  District 
Councils  have  imposed  on  buildings  and 
such  things  which  have  not  been  suitable 
to  those  areas.  I  contend  that  the  County 
Councils  Board,  if  this  Bill  were  passed, 
might  be  tempted  for  reasons  other  than 
those  which  would  affect  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board — reasons  of  desiring  to  gain 
popularity  to  the  Rural  District  Council 
— to  grant  powers  to  the  Rural  Districts. 
There  is  also  included  in  the  schedule 

Mr.  Guest. 


the  clause  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  by 
which  an  owner  has  the  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  against 
his  share  in  the  expense  as  fixed  by  the 
local  authority.  Here  is  a  distinct  case 
of  taking  from  the  ratepayer  the  right 
of  appeal  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  g  ving  it  to  the  County 
Council.  Then  lastly,  there  is  the  Hous- 
ing of  the  Working  Classes  Act  of  1890. 
Under  this,  the  Counties  Board  seek  to 
acquire  the  powers  conferred  by  Section  8 
of  the  Act  which  aie  exercised  at  present 
by  the  LociJ  Government  Board.  Under 
Clause  8  of  that  Act  they  will  have  power 
to  institute  a  local  inquiry  into  the 
objections  of  the  owners  and  lessees  of 
property.  There,  again,  the  interest  of  the 
individual  has  been  safeguarded,  and  the 
decision  has  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  I  only  quote 
these  instances  to  show  that  my  conten- 
tion that  new  principles  are  involved  in 
this  Bill,  and  that  there  is  going  to  be  a 
very  great  change  introduced,  is  not 
visionary.  I  have  shown  that  from  the 
clauses  I  have  referred  to  and  I  say  that 
in  my  humble  judgment,  such  powers  as 
I  have  cited  ought  not  to  be  entrusted 
to  the  local  authority  at  all. 

Further,  I  would  ask — What  is  this 
local  authority  to  whom  it  is  proposed 
to  (ntrust  these  powers'?  As  my  hon. 
friend  who  moved  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  has  shown,  it  is  a  sort  of  un- 
defined nebulous  and  incoate  authority. 
It  is  a  voluntary  association  representing 
'  not  less  than  five  councils  of  counties  or  of 
county  boroughs.  They  are,  as  far  as  I  can 
see  from  the  provisic^ns  of  the  Bill,  not 
necessarily  contiguous.  There  may  be 
one  County  Council  in  one  part  of 
Wales  and  another  County  Council  in 
another  part.  They  may  contain  within 
their  areas  persons  or  bodies  who 
entirely  dissent  from  this  association. 
My  hon.  friend  mentioned  that  the 
Provisional  Order  of  1889  was  wrecked 
just  on  account  of  the  objection  that  the 
non-county  boroughs,  which  would  be 
included  in  the  County  Council,  had  to 
come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
County  Council  at  alL  In  fact,  they 
very  much  prefer  the  authority  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  that  of  the 
County  Council  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  cannot  consider  that  this  is  a 
properly  constituted   authority  for   the 
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exercUe  of  those  powers.    I  would  draw 
attention,  in    passing,  to    the    curious 
oonstitution   of   these  Boards   which  is 
contemplated   in   this  Bill,  and  to  the 
procedure   generally.     Hon.   Gentlemen 
opposite    have    been    throughout    this 
session  very  often  throwing  in  the  teeth 
of    the    Government,    and    those   who 
support  them  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
the  taunt  that  we  are  interfering  with 
the   traditions  of  this  House   and  the 
constitutional  usage  and  practice  of  this 
ABsembly.      But    I   notice   that    when 
hon.    Members  opposite  have  some  fad 
to  promote  they  do  not  object  to  depart 
from    constitutional    practice,  and    the 
constitution  as  understood  in  this  land 
for  centuries  is  at   once   thrown  over- 
board.     It  is   a    fundamental  principle 
of  our  constitution  that  a  measure  which 
is    rejected    in  one    House    is   rejected 
altogether,  and  that  measures  that  pass 
one  House  may  be  rejected  in  the  other 
and  lost,  but  in  this  case  it  is  necessary  that 
the  rejection  should  take  place  in  both 
Houses  within  one  month.     I  entirely 
object  to  introducing  this  enormous  and 
far-reaching    change    in    constitutional 
practice     by     this    sort    of    side     wind 
l^;islation  of  private  Members  on  Wed- 
nesday.    When  I  say  this  about  the  Bill 
now  before  the   House,  I  hope  I  shall 
not  be  considered,  any  more  than  my 
hon.    friend,   to   be   an   enemy    of    the 
principle    of  devolution,   but  if  we  are 
to   have  devolution,   and   if  we  are   to 
have  provincial  councils,  they  must  be 
properly  constituted,  and  the  constitu- 
tion   of    this    voluntary    association  of 
County  Councils,  does  not  in  my  opinion 


{16  April  1902}     and  Monmouihshire)  Bill.      402: 


although  in  the  matter  of  strict  probity 
the  conduct  of  municipal  government  is^ 
probably  higher  in  this  country  than 
in  any  other  in  the  world,  munici- 
paUties  have  not  been  altogether 
free  from  the  taint  of  corruption,  or 
jobbery,  or  undue  influence.  It  is  only 
too  well  known  to  all  hon.  Members 
from  their  own  experience  that  municipal 
government  in  this  country  does  not 
attract  the  very  best  men  to  the  surface. 

Mr.  HERBERT  LEWIS  (Flint 
Boroughs):  Does  the  hon.  Gentleman 
allege  corruption  or  jobbery  against 
any  municipal  institution  in  Wales  1 

♦Mr.  GUEST:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  misunderstood  me.  I  was  only 
speaking  generally  of  municipal  govera- 
ment  in  thib  country.  I  was  speaking 
generally  with  regard  to  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  I  assert  that  it 
has  not  been  altogether  free  from  that 
taint.  No  less  responsible  a  person  than* 
Lord  Kosebery  has  frequently  said  that 
the  municipal  government  of  this 
country  does  not,  unfortunately,  attract 
the  best  men  to  it. 

An  Hon.  Mebiber:  Has  it  been 
as  heA  as  the  jobbery  in  horses  in  con- 
nection with  the  War  Office  ? 


♦Mr.  guest  :  The  hon.  Member  will- 
have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  after- 
wards. So  Jar  as  devolution  is  concerned 
we  may  have  provincial  councils,  and  I 
think  they  may  come  in  the  life  time  of 

^   '     .  -  ,  '  many  of  us.    At  any  rate  we  must  admit 

at  all  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  case,  ^j^^^  j^  |g  ^  y^^y  [^^ge  and  important 
In  fact  what  is  done  is  this.  We  are  j  question,  and  I  hope  that  when  it  ia 
asked  to  grant  to  that  authority  powers  brought*  in  it  will  be  simultaneous^ 
which  are  far  too  important  for  an  |  u^iyersal,  and  obligatory  throughout 
authority  such  as  this,  but  not  suffi- 1  ^^^  whole  country.  When  that  is  done 
dently  important  to  attract  to  that  body  ',  j^  ^jj  j^  necessary  to  have  much 
the  vdume  of  talent  which  may  exist  gi.eater  regard  to  the  requirementa 
in  the  district,  nor  to  draw  the  public  q£  ^j^^  case  than  is  contemplated  in  the 
attention  and  imagination,  which  alone  gjjj  j^j^jh  as  I  sympathise  and  always 
are    really    in    my    humble    judgment  ^.jj^.j^l3^  ^^.^  We\sh  nationality, 


sufficient  to  maintain  a  high  standard 
of  usefulness  and  probity  in  such  bodies ; 
and  therefore  on  the  one  hand  it  asks 


I  think  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  the 
reactionary  ideas  which  racial  diff"erences 
*^*^  I  are  sometimes  apt  to  foster.  I  have  only 
too  much,  and  on  the  other  not  enough  ^^^  p^j^^^  ^^^^^  ^  mention,  and  that  ia 
to  make  it  sufficiently  important  to  ^Yie  question  of  expense,  I  think  the 
attract  the  best  men  to  the  service,  question  of  expense  is  generally  left  to 
Taking  municipal  government  generally  the  last  if  it  is  put  in  at  all.  1  would 
I  do  not  think  it  is  unfair  to  say  that,  i  ask  the  House  whether  this  is  the  time 
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in  our  financial  position,  both  national 
•and  municipal,  to  encourage  the  further 
-expenditure  of  money.  Economy  is  all 
very  well  on  Budget  night.  Hon. 
Members  get  up  and  urge  that  we 
«hould  be  economical,  but  when  it  comes 
Xo  arresting  expenditure  they  sometimes 
ctake  another  course.  Now  is  the  time 
^  discourage  legislation  which  would 
dnvolve  this  country  in  further  expendi- 
•ture.  I  do  not  know  what  the  hon. 
Member  who  seconded  the  Bill  meant 
when  he  alluded  to  some  idea  of  getting 
money  out  of  a  central  authority  or  the 
present  County  Council.  But  it  does 
oot  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  very  much 
importance  where  it  comes  from.  It  will 
•<K)me  eventually  out  of  the  rates,  and  the 
ratepayers  will  have  to  contribute  to 
render  the  scheme  possible.  It  will  not  be 
a  cheap  scheme.  The  Counties  Board  will 
require  a  large  stafE  of  experts,  and  local 
•inquiries  will  have  to  be  held.  They 
-will  require  probably  new  buildings 
to  be  put  up  at  great  expense,  and 
in  fact  the  scheme  will  involve  the 
•counties  concerned  in  an  indefinite 
expenditure  of  money.  For  these  reasons 
I  hope  the  House  will  accede  to  the 
appeal  of  my  hon.  friend  and  reject  this 
measure.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  immature 
and  premature.  It  may  serve  to  show 
the  direction  of  the  public  mind  in  desir- 
ing the  granting  of  greater  powers  to 
local  authorities.  It  may  serve  to  show 
the  trend  of  public  opinion  towards  the 
•devolution  of  the  work  of  the  Parliament 
•or  central  Departments,  but  in  the  way  it 
is  brought  forward  in  this  House  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  unnecessary,  harmful,  and 
valueless,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
agreeing  with  my  hon.  friend  who  moved 
the  rejection  of  the  measure. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**To  leave  out  the  word  'now,*  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *  upon 
this  day  six  months.*"-- (Cb/one/  Wyndham- 
Quin. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  now  *  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦(1.37.)  Mr,  ASQUTTH  (Fifeshire. 
E.):  This  Bill  was  introduced  in 
speeches  conspicuous  for  their  moder- 
ation and  reasonableness  by  my  two 
hon.  friends  behind  me,  and  I  think 
it     is    only     right     to     acknowledge 

Mr.  Quest. 


that  it  has  been  opposed  not  by  declama- 
tion but  by  argument  by  both  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  just  sat  down. 
Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  congratulate 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  immediately 
preceded  me  upon  the  extreme  abiUty 
which  characterised  his  criticisms  of  this 
Bill.  I  can  only  regret,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  so,  that  be  should  have 
thought  it  necessary  or  proper  to  make 
an  attack  not  on  the  probity  but  on  the 
ability  of  the  County  Councils,  which  in 
I  Wales,  I  think,  even  more  conspicuously 
I  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  United 
I  Kingdom,  have  attracted,  and  continue 
to  attract,  more  and  more  in  proportion 
as  ParUament  adds  to  the  importance  of 
their  functions,  the  best  public  spirit  and 
the  highest  administrative  ability  which 
the  community  have  at  its  disposal 

I  may  here  observe  that  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  for  an  English  or  a  Scottish 
Member  tojapologise  for  taking  part  in 
this  debate.  It  is  not  a  matter  that 
afi'ects  Wales  alone  but  the  whole  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  because  the  principles 
upon  which  this  Bill  is  based  are 
principles  which,  although  I  am  strongly 
of  opinion  they  ought  to  be  appUed  step 
by  step  and  stage  by  stage  according  to 
the  different  conditions  of  the  different 
localities  concerned,  are  yet  principles 
which,  if  valid  at  all,  are  valid  as  regards 
the  kingdom  at  large.  Both  the  hon. 
Members  opposite  have  told  us  that  they 
are  in  favour  of  devolution,  but  I  have  con- 
stantly observed  that  persons  who  pro- 
fess themselves  strongly  in  favour  of 
an  abstract  or  generaJ  principle,  such 
as  devolution,  when  it  comes  to  the 
most  modest  instalment  of  detail  to  give 
something  hke  practical  effect  to  that 
principle  in  a  concrete  case,  are 
sudde  ly  staggered  by  the  enormous 
difficulties  with  which  the  attempt 
is  confronted  and  surrounded.  For 
my  part,  being  a  strong  supporter  of 
the  principle  of  devolution,  I  feel  that  in 
the  gradual  extension  of  that  princifJe  is 
to  be  found  the  only  remedy  for  the 
congestion  which  paralyses  the  efficiency 
of  both  Imperial  legislation  and  admin- 
istration at  the  present  time.  That 
being  my  strong  and  confirmed  belief  at 
the  present  time,  whenever  I  find  an 
attempt  of  this  kind  made  to  give  practical 
effect  to  the  principle,  I  look  upon  it 
with  a  favourable  predisposition,  and  I 
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try  not  to  magnify  but  to  minimise  the 
diiBBculties ;  and  when,  for  instance,  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  is  able  to  point 
to  this  or  that  power  which  it  would 
be  inexpedient  or  unsafe  to  entrust  to 
the  County  Councils  or  Joint  Boards,  I 
agree  that  that  is  a  fair  matter  for  dis- 
cussion in  Committee.  It  may  be,  and 
I  daresay  it  is  the  case  in  a  long  and 
complicated  schedule  like  this,  that 
erery  power  that  the  promoters  of  the 
BUI  propose  to  vest  in  the  County 
Councils  and  county  authorities  is  not 
a  power  which  could  be  wisely  taken 
away  from  the  Central  Government; 
but  I  do  say  the  most  cursory  inspec- 
tion serves  to  show  that  there  is  a  large 
number  of  powers  which  are  at  present 
exercised  by  the  central  authority  which 
are  of  an  extremely  routine  description, 
which  do  not  raise  in  their  apj^cation 
anv  large  question  of  general  policy  or 
principle,  and  the  continued  exercise  of 
which  by  the  central  department  in 
Whitehall,  far  removed  from  the  spot 
and  necessarily  ignorant  of  the  local  con- 
ditions of  the  community,  involves  delay, 
obstruction,  and  very  often  injustice. 
^Vhile  it  may  be  conceded  that  there  may 
be,  and  probably  are,  in  this  long  list  some 
powers  that  it  would  be  wise  to  keep  in 
the  hands  of  the  central  authoritv,  at  the 
same  time  there  are  a  large  number 
which  might  safely  and  wisely  be 
entrusted  to  the  County  Councils  and 
other  local  authorities.  Therefore  let  us 
try,  when,  but  only  when,  this  Bill  has 
l>een  read  a  second!  time,  to  remo\'e  the 
excrescences  which  are  bound  always  to 
be  found  in  a  measure  of  this  kind. 

What  other  objections  are  there  beyond 
the  objections  of  detail  1  It  is  not  dis- 
puted that  the  Welsh  people,  or  rather 
the  representatives  of  the  Welsh  people 
for  administrative  and  municipal  purposes, 
the  County  Councils  of  Wales,  by  an 
enormous  majority,  are  in  favour  of  this 
Bill,  or  something  carrying  out  the  main 
principle  of  this  Bill  It  is  conceded 
also,  I  think,  that  as  regards  a  large 
number  of  powers,  they  are  powers  which 
are  fit  to  be  entrusted  to  local  bodies. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  will  not  adopt  a  non-compromising 
attitude  of  opposition  on  that  head. 
What  are  the  local  conditions  of  Wales  ?  < 
The  groat  majority  of  the  non-county  i 
boroughs  are  of  small  size,  and  we  have  I 


in  Wales  no  large  number  of  communities 
of  considerable  size  and  wealth,  with  a 
separate,  autonmous,  independent  local 
existence  apart  from  the  geographical 
county  to  which  they  belong.  This 
constitutes  the  real  essence  of  the  case. 
And  this  brings  me  to  the  important 
point  which  luis  been  urged,  that  we 
ought  not  in  any  circumstances  to  give 
to  Wales  distinct  or  separate  treatment. 
I  traverse  that  doctrine  altogether.  I 
think  as  a  doctrine  it  is  a  masterpiece 
of  political  pedantry.  There  are  real, 
genuine,  deep-seated  differences  of  local 
conditions  in  Wales  and  England ;  and 
in  these  circiunstances  why  should  we 
not,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  apply 
the  principle  of  separate  treatments 
I  never  heard  of  such  a  doctrine  as  that, 
however  great  the  variation  in  local 
conditions  may  be,  we  must  apply  the 
same  measure  to  all.  The  United  King- 
dom derives  its  real  unity  not  merely 
from  the  common  sense  of  citizenship^and 
the  common  system  of  law  which  pre- 
vails, but  from  the  fact  that  the  House 
has  always  endeavoured,  with  melancholy, 
regrettable,  and  in  the  case  of  Ireland 
with  almost  fatal  exceptions,  to  recognise 
and  realise  differences  of  history,  of  local 
conditions,  of  tradition,  of  necessity,  of 
ideal  and  aspiration  between  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
In  this  treatment  consists  the  secret 
by  which  the  unity  of  the  United 
Kingdom  is  preserved.  There  \&  nothing 
revolutionary  or  novel  in  the  suggestion 
that  different  treatment  should  be 
accorded  to  Wales  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind.  There  is  in  the  legislation  for 
intermediate  education  in  Wales,  a  con- 
spicuous illustration  of  the  success  with 
which  the  difference  of  local  conditions 
in  the  great  educational  problem  has  been 
handled.  The  Intermediate  Education 
Act  was  passed  by  a  Conservative 
Government,  and  it  was  a  measure  of 
which  they  may  well  be  proud.  Why, 
therefore,  in  a  case  where  difference  of 
condition  is  proved,  should  the  doctrine 
of  identity  of  treatment  be  insisted  upon  ? 

♦(1 .52.)  Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyron  e 
S.) :  The  only  titlel  have  for  intervening  in 
this  debate  is  that  in  1898  I  was 
member  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
which  inquired  into  the  working  of  the 
Local  Board,  with  especial  reference  to  this 
question.    That  Committee  was  presided 
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over  by  a  very  old  Member  of  this  House, 
Mr  John  Hibbert.  I  agree  with  the  right 
hon.    Member    for  East   Fife   that    the 
piinciple  underlying  this  measure  is  of 
vital  importance,  not  only  to  the  State 
Departments  of  the  country,  but  to  the 
House  itself.    I  believe  that  in  much  we 
are   doing  at  the  present   time  in  the 
attempt   to   regulate   the  procedure  of 
the  House,  we  are  simply  attempting  to 
dodge  a  great  fact — and  that  is  that  the 
House  and  the  State    Departments   are 
alike   carrying   a    load  which  they  are 
totally  unable  to  carry.    Every  member 
•of  that  Committee  came  to  the  consider- 
ation of  this  question  in  a  friendly  and 
appreciative    spirit      The    question    of 
principle  had  been  conceded  by  the  Local 
Government  Act  of    1888.    The   Local 
Government    Board    in   the    following 
year  promoted  a  Provisional  Order  Bill, 
which   passed  a  Second   Reading,    and 
yrent  before    a    Select  Committee.     In 
that  Committee  it  met  with  a  vigorous 
opposition,  not  only  from  the  non-county 
boroughs  but   from  the    municipal  cor- 
porations    and     large     urban     district 
councils.      At   the     time    the    Depart- 
mental     Committee     sat      the      Local 
Government   Board    was    blocked   with 
work,  and    the    municipal   corporations 
were  crying  out  about  the  delay  that 
took  place  in  the  consideration  of  their 
demands.     A  scheme  on   behalf  of  the 
County  Councils  Association  was  formu- 
lated before  the  Committee.     It  was  an 
extremely  strong  Committee.     Witnesses 
appeared  from  the  non-county  boroughs 
and  the  urban  districts.     It  was  found 
absolutely  impossible  to   harmonise  the 
different  bodies.    The  Committee  found 
that  the  feeling  of  opposition  and  bitter- 
ness between  these  bodies  was  as  strong 
in     1898     as    it    had     been   in    1888, 
when  it  wrecked  the  Provisional  Order 
Bill.      They  found   that     the   relations 
between  the  several  authorities  were  not 
such   as   to  render   devolution   possible 
at  that   moment.     The  question    arises 
then — Has  any  change  taken  place  since 
1898?    That  is  the   real   question.      Is 
there  anything   in  the    Welsh   County 
Councils  to   disqualify  them  from   the 
exercise  of  these  powers  now  ?     I  entirely 
approve  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  because 
I  believe  it  is  becoming  more  and  more 

clear  that    the  principle  of   devolution 

lis  forcing  itself  upon  our  attention,  not 

Mn  T.  W.  Russell 


only  in  the  great  Departments  but  in 
the  House  itself,  whether  we  like  it  or 
not.  I  am  not  concerned  about  the 
schedule  of  the  Bill.  It  is  a  question 
for  Committee.  When  I  saw  ParUa- 
ment  commit  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  the  duty  of  regulating  the 
use  of  steam  whistles  in  factories,  I 
felt  that  there  was  much  to  be  said 
for  any  Bill  which  would  delegate  such 
powers  to  the  local  authority.  The 
main  question  is  whether  the  local 
authorities,  outside  the  County  Councils, 
are  favourable  to  the  change;  and  a 
secondary  consideration  is  whether  there 
is  anything  in  the  personnel  of  the  County 
Councils  of  Wales  which  disqualifies  those 
bodies  from  the  exercise  of  these  powers. 
I  do  not  think  that  that  will  be  said. 
(2.3.) 

*(2.35.)     Mr.    BRYNMOR    JONES 
(Swansea   District)  :    I   desire  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  the  imjx^rtant  Bill  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the   Htuse. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Radnor 
explained   so   clearly   the   provisions  of 
this  measure,  and  its  objects  are  so  well 
described   in  the  Memorandum  of   the 
Bill,   which    has    been    circulated,  that 
it    is     not    necessary     for     me    to    go 
further    into     the     actual     machinery 
which  this  Bill   proposes    to   create  in 
regard   to   Wales  and    Monmouthshire. 
The    general     result   of   the  discussion 
which   has  taken   place  appears    to    be 
this :   The  Bill  raises  two   questions  of 
principle,     and     I     venture     to     state 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  to  the 
Government  also,  that  they  should  not 
allow  their  decision  on  these  two  ques- 
tions  of  principle  to  be  infiuenced  by 
any    questions    which     may     arise    as 
to     the    items     in     the     schedule     of 
this    Bill.      The    first   principle    which 
is   raised    by    the  Bill    is — Is    it    or   is 
it  not  expedient  to   grant  to   County 
Councils  in  some  form  or  other  larger 
powers      than      they     have      at      the 
present   time  ?     In    other    words,  it  is 
a    question    of   decentralisation,  which 
has  been  touched  upon  more  than  once 
in  this  Parliament  in  regard  to  Army 
affairs,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  that 
principle  ought  not  also  to  be  applied  to 
our  civil  and  local  government  affairs. 

The  second  question  which  is  raised 
if  that  principle  is  assented  to  is — Is  it 
right    that    these  thirteen   coimties  of 
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Wales  and  Monmouthshire  should  be 
allowed  to  lead  the  wajl  Is  it  right 
that  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  conferring 
additional  powers  upon  the  counties 
of  Wales  and  Monmouthshire,  should 
be  allowed  to  pass  ?  Before  I  sit  down 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  reference 
to  both  those  general  questions,  and 
practically  my  arguments  in  favour 
of  an  affirmative  answer  to  these 
questions  of  principle  may  be  devel- 
oped by  criticisms  upon  the  speeches 
which  have  been  delivered  on  the 
oppiosite  side  of  the  House.  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  South  Glamorgan  in  his  place.  He 
has  been  doing  excellent  service  in  South 
Africa  in  the  war  there,  and  I  am  very 
glad  to  welcome  him  back.  The  first 
argument  in  his  very  clear  speech 
against  our  proposal  was  that  there 
was  no  effective  demand  for  this  measure 
by  the  people  in  the  counties  concerned. 
I  th*nk  that  was  the  principal  argument 
in  the  first  portion  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Members  speech.  I  do  not  think 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  has  really 
studied  Welsh  opinion  upon  this  matter. 
I  should  like  to  know  if  he  remembers 
the  meeting  which  took  place  during 
the  last  Parliament,  in  which  every 
hon.  Member  sitting  for  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire, either  on  this  side  or  the 
opposite  side,  except  one  or  two  who  were 
unavoidably  prevented  from  being 
present,  attended  a  Committee  upstairs  to 
discuss  a  scheme  of  devolution.  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  re- 
member that  the  mere  fact  that  from 
,  his  constituency  no  individual  demand 
has  come  from  any  elector  is  not  a  very 
adequate  test  of  what  the  general  pubhc 
opinion  of  these  counties  is  in  regard  to 
these  matters.  In  the  first  place  the 
constituency  he  represents  is  chiefly 
rural ;  and  not  only  this,  it  so  happens 
that  his  constituency  is  cut  off  from  the 
general  body  of  Welsh  sentiment,  owing 
to  historical  and  other  causes.    I  am  not 

King  into  details  upon  this  point  now, 
1 1  should  like  also  to  remind  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  that  the  principal 
towns  in  his  constituency  are  practically 
off'-shoots  of  Ca  rdiff .  The  county  borough 
of  Cardiff  and  the  county  boroughs  of 

Newport  and  Swansea  were  all  repre- 
sented upon  the  recent  deputation  to 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 


Board,  and  there  cannot  be  the  least 
doubt  that,  without  regard  to  any  party 
consideration,  the  general  body  of  opinion 
in  the  three  great  county  boroughs  of 
South  Wales  is  distinctly  in  favour  of 
this  BUI. 

Go  farther  north  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
anybody  that  knows  Wales,  any  one  who 
is  acquainted,  for  instance,  with  Carnar- 
vonshire and  Denbighshire,  will  deny  that 
those  counties  have  the  fullest  confidence 
in  their  County  Councils,  and  would  like 
to  see  a  devolution  of  powers  which  they 
desire  to  exercise.  I  should  Uke,  in 
reference  to  the  very  sympathetic  speech 
which  fell  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone,  to  say  that  I  believe  that 
the  non-county  boroughs  in  South  Wales 
are  not  opposeid  to  this  Bill.  I  recognise 
that  the  position  of  non-county  boroughs 
ought  to  be  very  carefully  safeguarded 
in  legislation  of  this  kind,  and  I  would 
not  demur  to  the  general  principles 
suggested  by  my  hon.  friend  opposite. 
I  have  recently  had  an  opportunity  of 
visiting  my  constituency,  and  I  repre- 
sent not  only  part  of  the  county 
borough  of  Swansea,  but  also  two  very 
considerable  non-county  boroughs,  and 
the  result  of  my  visit  was  that,  as  far 
as  I  can  ascertain,  this  Bill  is  welcomed  by 
both  county  and  non-county  boroughs. 
Of  course,  I  can  conceive  some  cases  in 
which  it  might  be  proper  that  some 
Amendment  should  be  made  in  favour  of 
non-county  boroughs,  but  in  substance, 
and  treating  the  matter  from  a  Second 
Reading  point  of  view,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  i.on-county  boroughs  need  have 
the  slightest  apprehension  in  regard  to 
the  effect  of  this  measure.  The  next 
thing  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  said 
was  that  no  good  result  would  be 
attained  by  this  Bill,  and  he  also  stated 
that  he  did  not  think  it  was  worth 
while  devolving  these  powers  upon  the 
County  Councils.  I  think  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  was  a  little  inconsistent 
in  taking  that  as  an  ai^ument  against 
the  Bill.  He  began  by  saying  that  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
said  yesterday,  in  receiving  the  deputation 
alluded  to,  that  in  theory  he  agreed  with 
t  he  deputation,  bu  t  that  the  whole  q  uestion 
of  the^devolution  of  powers  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  that  on  the  whole  he  was  in 
favour  of  an  increase  in  the  powers  of 
local  authorities. 
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Major  WYNDHAM-QUIN :  Yes, 
proyided  it  applies  all  round. 

♦Mr.  BEYNMOR  JONES:  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  agree  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  a 
further  devolution  of  powers  upon  local 
authorities  all  round,  why  is  it  wrong  to 
make  a  start  by  devolving  those  powers 
on  thirteen  counties  ?  If  we  once  admit 
this  principle  of  devolution,  no  argument 
can  be  properly  urged  against  this 
Bill  upon  the  ground  that  it's  not  worth 
while  to  grant  these  additional  powers. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  also  said  that 
the  County  Councils  of  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire were  almost  entirely  of  one 
political  complexion,  and  he  believed  he 
was  right  in  making  that  statement.  I 
should  like  to  tell  the  House  that,  not- 
withstanding the  party  complexion  of 
these  County  Councils,  which  is  exactly 
parallel  with  the  state  of  things  in  some 
areas  of  England,  and  those  Welsh  County 
Councils  are  working  in  the  most  har- 
monious spirit.  The  minority  submit  to 
the  majority,  and  the  majority  do  not 
use  their  powers  in  an  aggressive  sprit. 
They  recognise  what  their  duties  are,  and 
they  do  their  best  to  carry  out  the  objects 
for  which  they  were  instituted  by  the 
legislation  of  this  country.  What  validity 
attaches  to  an  argument  like  thati  I 
do  not  think  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
was  serious,  and  I  dismiss  that  from  my 
consideration.  By  way  of  criticism 
of  the  arguments  addressed  to  the  House 
from  the  other  side,  I  have  nearly 
exhausted  what  I  wanted  to  say.  I 
should  like  to  urge  four  propositions 
which  I  think  must  be  admitted  to  be 
perfectly  accurate.  The  first  part  of  this 
Bill  will  a£ford  considerable  relief  to  us 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  We  have 
been  debating  our  rules  of  procedure  at 
great  length,  and  we  know  that  in  no 
part  of  the  business  of  the  House  is  there 
greater  difficulty  felt  than  in  regard  to 
the  Questions  addressed  to  Ministers.  A 
great  many  of  these  Questions — I  should 
say  roughly  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  of  them 
— ^are  Questions  which  concern  matters 
of  administration,  and  the  performance 
of  their  duties  by  the  public  offices  repre- 
sented by  the  Ministers  on  that  Bench. 
Now,  if  these  numerous  routine  duties, 
referred  to  in  the  schedule,  were 
transferred    to  a    combination  of   four 


or  five  County  Councils  in  Wales, 
relief  would  result  not  only  to  the 
Ministers  at  the  heads  of  the  Departments, 
but  relief  would  be  given  to  the  House 
itself.  How  many  letters  do  we 
receive  week  after  week  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  this  or  that 
Minister  ?  What  hon.  Member  does 
not  know  that  that  is  a  great 
and  increasing  burden  on  his  time? 
He  has  to  judge  whether  the  subject  is 
of  sufficient  importance  to  put  a  Question 
to  the  Minister  at  all.  If  it  is,  it  involves 
trouble  to  the  officials  of  the  House,  to 
Ministers  and  their  subordinates,  and 
trouble  to  the  House  itself,  from  the 
fact  that  more  important  business  is 
being  put  off  while  Questions  are  being 
asked. 

In  the  second  place,  this  Bill  will 
operate  in  relief  of  the  work  of  the  public 
Departments.  I  do  not  wish  to  attack 
any  individual  public  office;  I  do  not 
wish  to  attack  any  individual  Minister. 
But  after  some  years  experience  in  puUic 
life  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  do  not 
think  the  work  of  the  public  offices  is 
done  in  so  skilful  a  way  as  is  generally 
assumed.  I  fully  acknowledge  the  great 
courtesy  with  which  Members  are 
received  by  Ministers,  but  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  the  work  is  not  done  with 
sufficient  speed  in  most  offices,  and  in 
many  .cases  the  decision  of  the  Depart- 
ments, unless  pubUc  attention  is  called  in 
the  newspapers  to  the  matter,  or  unless 
we  can  raise  a  discussion  in  this  House, 
is  unreasonable  in  the  eyes  of  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  locality  the 
decision  relates  to.  I  do  not  propose  to 
delay  the  House  by  giving  instances  in 
support  of  this  proposition,  but  this  is 
the  opinion  my  experience  has  forced 
upon  me.  I  think  this  Bill  will  be  of 
great  advantage  in  regard  to  nearly  all 
the  matters  touched  upon  in  the  schedules 
to  the  localities  themselves. 

I  do  not  wish  to  go  into 
the  schedule.  The  hon.  Oentleman 
who  seconded  the  Amendment 
did  go  into  one  or  two  matters 
mentioned  there,  but  even  the  most 
cursory  glance  at  the  schedule  will  show- 
that  it  is  almost  impossible,  unless  you 
are  going  to  hold  a  regular  public  inquiry 
in  which  every  party  interested  would  be 
heard,  to  decide  the  matter  proposed  to 
be   devolved   properly.      Most    of    the 
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matters  mentioned  in  thA  schedule  are 
really  matters  which  ought  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  localities  themselves.  Take 
for  instance  the  resolution  of  a  Town 
CounciL  I  have  known  a  case  where 
the  opinion  of  a  town  council  was 
contrary  to  the  decision  of  the  Depart- 
ment up  here.  That  has  happened 
in  my  experience  more  than 
once.  In  one  case  there  was  an 
inquiry,  and  the  Department  set 
aside  what  was  the  decision  of  those 
who  were  sent  down  to  inquire 
into  the  matter  on  the  spot.  This  is 
not  tht)  time  to  go  into  these  details, 
and  I  will  satisfy  mjrself  with  my  general 
statement 

With    regard    to    the    second    ques- 
tion«    whether    it   is  just  and    reason- 
able, if  once  the  principle  of  devolution 
'u  conceded,  that  this  Bill,  which  only 
applies  to  counties  and  county  boroughs 
in  Wales  should,  quite  apart  from  any 
notion  of    nationalism,  be  passed — why 
is    t  necessary  that  all  the  counties  in 
Wales,    in   regard   to  matters   of    local 
government,  should   be  treated  in  the 
same  wav  1    That  principle  is  not  applied 
invariably.      Instances  were   given    by 
the   hon.  Member  for  East  Fife  where 
the    principle    has    not    been    adopted. 
Why  should  this  hard  and  fast  principle 
be  laid  down  in  matters  of  this  kind? 
There  are  many  matters,  I  quite  admit, 
in  which  the  administration  of  the  law 
throughout  the   whole  coimtry  should 
be  uniform,  such  as  the  marriage  law, 
the  bankruptcy  law,  and  so  forth ;   but 
there  are  other  matters  in  which  it  is 
immaterial    whether   the   machinery  is 
quite  the  fame  in  this  as  in  that  part  of 
the  country.    I  venture  to  commend  that 
to  the  consideration  of   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.      I    will  not  pursue    that. 
I  may  say,  however,  that  we  do   base 
the   daim   for  this  Bill  not  only  upon 
those  general  and,  I    believe,  practical 
considerations    to   which   I    and  other 
speakers  on  this  side  have  adverted,  but 
on  the  theory  that  Wales  is  entitled  to 
particular  legislation.   When  I  say  that, 
I  wish   to  Ull   the  House  that  Welsh 
particularism  is  in  no  sense  inconsistent 
with  the  most  thorough  loyalty  to  the 
Crown  and  to  the  Empire.    I  defy  any- 
body to  cast   one  single  stone  against 
the  conduct  of  the  Welsh  people  during 
the  trying  time  we  have  been  parsing 
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through.  We  have  had  differences  of 
opinion,  but  I  can  assure  the  House  that 
there  is  no  body  of  men  more  willing 
than  the  people  of  those  thirteen  counties 
to  support  the  Empire  if  called  upon  to 
do  sa  There  is  a  certain  narrowness  of 
view  on  the  part  of  the  risht  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  I  have  had  this  out  with  him 
in  connection  with  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Act  of  1899,  when  he  refused 
the  slightest  amendment  in  favour  of  the 
Welsh  counties.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  unanimous  Report  of  the  Welsh  Land 
Commission  expressed  the  same  senti- 
ments as  I,  during  the  debates  on  that  Bill, 
expressed,  he  was  immovable,  and  I  sup- 
pose he  will  be  immovable  on  this 
occasion.  There  is  a  body  of  opinion 
rising  up  in  Wales  before  which  he  will 
have  to  bow  down. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  That  is  no 
argument  in  favour  of  the  hon. 
Member's  present  contention. 

♦Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES :  Why  not 
proceed  by  steps  ?  I  say  that  our  claim 
for  particular  legislation  is  justifiable, 
both  historically  and  economically.  What 
are  the  facts?  After  the  lapse  of  six 
centuries,  Welsh  is  still  spoken  habitually 
by  nearly  one  million  persons  in  the 
thirteen  counties.  It  is  the  only  one  of 
the  ancient  tongues  of  this  country  which 
survives  as  a  Eving  language  among  a 
considerable  body  of  our  fellow  subjects, 
while  the  descendants  of  the  original 
people  stQl  maintain  many  of  their 
national  characteristics  and  preserve  the 
consciousness  of  their  national  identity. 
These  are  the  views  on  which  I  support 
this  Bill. 

(3. a)    LiKUTBNANT  OloNEL     PRYCE- 

JONES  (Montgomery  Boroughs) :  There 
is  no  one  more  in  favour  of  devolution 
than  I  am,  and  I  may  say  that  I  should 
not  follow  the  Government  of  which  I 
am  a  supporter  if  by  any  off  chance  their 
action  was  such  as  to  prevent  Wales 
from  deriving  the  advantage  of  it.  But 
with  regard  to  the  Bill  before  the  House. 
I  regret  that  on  its  merits  I  cannot  sup- 
port it.  I  have  followed  the  speeches  of 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  and  in  particular  the  speech 
made  by  the  proposer  of  the  Bill,  which, 
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if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  I  consider 
to  contain  the  bulk  of  the  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  measure.  Therefore,  in 
the  remarks  I  propose  to  make,  I  shall 
offer  some  criticism  chiefly  of  the  case 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Radnor- 
shire. 

This  Bill  has  not  come  before  Wales 
prominently.  It  is  quite  true,  as  was 
stated  bv  the  hon.  Member  for  Radnor- 
shire,  that  it  has  come  before  the  County 
Councils  in  Wales,  but  in  many  cases — 
and  I  can  speak  of  one  case  with  author- 
ity— the  Bill  was  not  in  the  possession 
of  the  Members  of  the  Countv  Councils, 
and,  therefore,  they  do  not  know  what 
the  proposals  were  when  they  were 
voting  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  But  even 
assuming  that  members  of  the  County 
Councils  knew  what  the  Bill  contained, 
other  authorities  in  Wales — the  Urban 
District  Councils,  Municipal  District 
Councils,  Parish  Councils,  Boards  of 
Guardians,  and  School  Boards — knew 
absolutely  nothing  of  them ;  and  I  say 
that  before  a  Bill  comes  before  the 
House  of  Commons  containing  such  wide 
powers  as  are  contained  in  this  Bill,  the 
various  public  bodies  in  Wales  should  be 
consulted  in  the  matter.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  powers  conferred  by  Clause 
1  were  included  in  the  original  Bill  of 
1888,  but  were  dropped  by  the  House  of 
Commons  of  that  day,  in  order  not  to 
overweight  the  measure.  If  the  pro- 
moters of  this  Bill  had  confined  them- 
selves to  those  powers,  they  would  have 
had  a  stronger  case ;  but  they  have  added 
other  powers  which  were  never  dreamt 
of  in  18^58.  Therefore,  before  the  House 
of  Commons  can,  in  my  opinion,  assent 
to  a  BillUke  this,  it  shoiUd  remember  that 
it  declined  in  1888  to  confer  the  additional 
powers  now  proposed,  and  I  say  we  are 
perfectly  justified  in  opposing  this  Bill. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  give  my  reasons 
for  not  entrusting  County  Councils  in 
Wales  with  some  of  the  powers  that 
would  be  given  to  them  if  this  Bill  be- 
came law.  My  point  is  that  the  County 
Councils  in  Wales  have  not  availed  them- 
selves of  the  powers  they  already  possess, 
and  until  they  have  mastered  primary 
and  secondary  education  in  local  govern- 
ment, 1  say  it  would  be  unwise  to  trust 
them  with   higher  and  greater  powers. 

The  important  sanitary  powers  proposed 

to  be  given  to  the  County  Councils  have 
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been  mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate. I  can  assure  the  House  that  the 
sanitary  powers  already  possessed  by  the 
County  Councils  in  Wales  are,  at  any 
rate  so  far  as  my  own  county  is  con- 
cerned, a  dead  letter.  We  have  no 
medical  oflBcer  of  health.  Although  it  ia 
provided  in  the  Local  Government  Act 
and  in  our  Standing  Orders  that  the 
various  medical  officers  of  health  shall 
report  quarterly  to  our  meetings,  I  have 
been  on  the  County  Council  for  years,, 
and  I  have  never  seen  one  of  these  re- 
ports brought  forward.  I  could  mention 
other  instances  in  which  Parish  Councils 
have  applied  to  a  County  Council  for 
advice,  and  in  which  the  County  Council,, 
instead  of  assisting  them,  merely  begged 
the  question.  The  County  Councils  in 
my  opinion,  have  not  exetcised  that 
authority  which  they  ought  to  have 
exercised  with  reference  to  other  bodiea 
within  their  area.  Again,  when  the 
County  Councils  came  into  existence  in 
1888,  there  was  a  provision  that  certain 
main  roads  then  maintained  by  the 
urban  authorities  should  still  be  main- 
tained by  them  if  they  applied  to  the 
County  Council  for  that  purpose,  but 
that  if  no  application  were  made  within 
th'^ee  years,  then  the  duty  of  main- 
tenance would  lapse  to  the  County 
Councils.  No  such  application  having 
been  made,  the  County  Council  now 
manages  these  roads  in  a  particular  town 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  What  has 
been  the  result?  The  County  Council 
has  not  done  justice  to  the  town  to  which 
I  refer  in  regard  to  the  upkeep  of  the 
main  roads.  There  has  been  continuous 
war  between  the  rural  and  urban  dis- 
tricts with  reference  to  the  contribution 
which  ought  to  be  paid  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  main  roads  in  towns,  and  the 
towns  have  suffered  under  great  injus- 
tice because  of  the  treatment  meted  out 
to  them  by  the  County  Councils.  The 
particular  County  Council  to  which  I  am 
referring  has  something  like  fifty-two 
members,  all  of  whom,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  twelve,  represent  rural 
districts,  and  even  some  of  the  urban 
representatives  do  not  always  vote  as  I 
should  like  to  see  them  vote  when  it 
comes  to  a  question  of  town  against 
country.     I  give  these  instances  to  sho^r 
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that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  entrust  more 
authority  to  the  County  Coimcils  in 
Wales. 

Hon.      Members     cannot,      perhaps, 
quite  appreciate  the  difference  between 
Gouixtv  Councils  in  England  and  those 
in  Wales.  Though  I  am  in  a  minority  on 
a  County  Council,  and  other  bodies  in 
Wales,  and  though  I  differ  widely,  and 
sometimes  severely,  from    the  majority, 
still  we  are  always  the  best  of  friends  in 
the   House  of  Commons  and  elsewhere. 
My    own  County  Council  passes    reso- 
lutions disestablishing   the   Church     of 
En^and,      advocating      disendow  me nt, 
prohibiting  the   liquor    traffic    without 
compensation,  and,  in  fact,  anything  else 
which    the    majority     wish      to    bring 
forward.     A  resolution,    however,   came 
from    an  adjoining  county  urging  the 
(Tovemment  to  enable  County  Councils 
to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  putting 
up  rifle  ranges,  drill  halls,  etc.,  and  my 
County  Council  was  asked  to  agree  to  it. 
Hon.    Members    may  not   believe  it,  but 
ray    County    Council    was    so    narrow 
minded   and   bigoted  that     it    actually 
refused    to    agree    to    that    resolution, 
although  I  got  up  and  pointed  out  that 
if  the  Council  took  the  powers,  it  need 
not  exercise  them.     It  refused  to  agree 
to  the  resolution,  and  the  only  argument 
that  was  used  was  that  it   was  a  matter 
that  ought  to  be  paid  for  by  the  nation, 
as  it  was  a  national  obligation.     [Mr.  T. 
W.   Russell  :   A  very  sensible    County 
Council]    My  hon.   friend   says  a  very 
sensible  County  Council  but  I  challenge 
that  statement.     If  the  protection  of  the 
country  is  not  a  legitimate  expenditure 
for  county  ratepayers,  provided  that  the 
nation    has  not  decided  that  it  shall  be 
paid  out    of  the  National  Exchequer,   I 
would  ask  my   hon.  friend  why  should 
county  ratepayers  pay  for  police  or  for 
education  ?     County  ratepayers  pay  for 
police  and  for  education,  and  why  should 
they  not   also  help   Volunteers  if  they 
require  financial  assistance?    I   further 
maintain   that  it    would   be   unwise  to 
entrust  the  County  Councils  with  greater 
powers    which    might  enable  them    to 
inflict  hardship  and  serious  damage  on 
small  authcHities    within    their    areas. 

Already  County  Councils  have  power 
with  reference  to  isolation  hospitals, 
inabriate  homes,  and  other  matters. 
What    has  been    done    in    Wales  with 


reference  to  these  powers  1  Nothing. 
County  Councils  have  now  power  to  join 
together  for  mutual  purposes,  and  I 
differ  from  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
that  the  reason  why  that  power  has  not 
been  exercised  was  that  the  County 
Councils  'could  not  afford  the  expense  df 
acting  jointly.  But  in  Clause  81,  Sul»- 
section  6,  power  is  given,  if  County 
Councils  join  together  for  purposes  in 
which  they  have  a  right  to  be 
interested,  not  disestablishment,  or  dis- 
endowment,  or  anything  of  that  kind, 
to  pay  the  expenses  out  of  a  common 
fund.  My  friends  in  Wales  have  been 
under  the  impression  that  this  Bill 
deals  with  water  works  and  gas  works. 
Many  who  support  this  Bill,  although 
they  have  never  seen  it,  think  that 
when  it  becomes  law  they  will  be 
able  to  obtain  power  for  the  acquisition 
of  water  works  and  gas  works  much 
more  cheaply  than  at  present  The  Bill 
would  not  affect  that  in  the  least.  If  it 
did,  I  should  be  the  very  first  to  give  it 
my  best  attention,  and  if  it  had  no  draw- 
backs. I  should  vote  for  it  with  the 
greatest  pleasure.  My  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  referred  to 
the  Report  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee of  1898.  I  had  not  seen  that 
Report  before,  but  I  quite  agree  with  it. 
In  that  year  the  Coimty  Councils  of 
England  asked  Parliament  to  delegate 
certain  powers  to  them,  and  that  re- 
quest was  reported  on  by  the  Committee. 
I  would  suggest  to  my  hon.  triends 
opposite  that  we  should  go  back  to  that 
period,  and  refer  this  BUI  to  a  similar 
Committee,  which  would  consider  whether 
these  powers,  many  of  which  would  be 
desirable,  should  be  given  to  the  County 
Councils  after  safeguarding  the  interests 
of  minorities.  I  would  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  who  re- 
presents the  Government  on  this  question, 
to  see  that  the  interests  of  minorities, 
especially  the  smaller  bodies,  are  duly 
safeguarded  if  he  proposes  to  meet  the 
proposals  of  this  Bill  half  way.  I  havt- 
felt  it  my  duty  to  oppose  this  Bill 
though  not  because  I  do  not  believe  in 
devolution.  I  am  a  thorough  beUever  in 
devolution,  and  if  I  thought  the  Bill 
would  do  a  good  turn  to  Wales,  I  should 
not  be  afraid  to  vote  for  it 
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♦(3.22.)  Mr.  VAUGHAN  DA  VIES 
(Cardiganshire)  :  What  puzzles  me 
in  connection  with  this  Bill  is  that 
the  foundation  of  all  the  spe^hes 
which  have  been  delivered  by  hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  is  a  thoroufi;h 
approval  of  the  groundwork  of  the 
measure,  namely,  devolution.  We  have 
not  heard  anything  against  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  County  (  ouncils  in  Wales 
ought  to  have  greater  powers  than 
they  possess  at  the  present  time. 
The  chief  objection  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  South  Glamorganshire 
to  this  Bill,  as  it  seems  to  me.  was  that 
he  had  not  been  consulted  by  his  con- 
stituents. He  said  his  constituents  had  not 
consulted  him.  I  assume  that,  on  matters 
affecting  them,  it  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  consult  our  constituents,  as  well  as 
to  wait  for  them  to  consult  us.  Directly 
I  heard  of  this  Bill  I  consulted  the 
County  Council  of  my  county.  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  on  a  County 
Council  for  many  years,  and  I  can  say 
we  have  never  dragged  questions  of 
politics  or  religion  into  our  deliberations. 
On  my  County  Council  there  are  sixty- 
five  members,  fifty-eight  of  whom  are 
Liberals;  and  only  two  years  ago  we 
elected  to  the  position  of  chairman  the 
gentleman  who  does  me  the  honour  to  con- 
test my  seat  upon  every  occasion.  And, 
when  appointing  aldermen,  we  hand  over 
a  number  of  aldermen's  seats  on  the 
County  Council  to  the  Tory  Party  to 
appoint  whom  they  like.  We  never 
drag  politics  into  questions  of  this 
kind.  We  know  very  well  that  the  ques- 
tion of  local  government  depends  on 
money,  and  we  are  not  going  to  drag  in 
politics  when  we  have  rates  and  taxQs  to 
pay.  I  remember  in  the  first  two  years 
of  local  government  in  Wales  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  Party  feeling,  but  that  is 
<lead  long  ago.  The  reason  why  we 
Liberals  are  the  dominant  Party  in 
Welsh  County  Councils  is  the  same 
that:  we  are  the  dominant  Party  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  can  say  with- 
out doubt  that  all  the  County  Councils 
throughout  Wales  act  in  that  spirit. 

The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  in  the 
•course  of  his  second  objection  to  this 
Bill,  took  what  he  thought  was  a  special 
point— the  question  of  money ;  and  on 
the  questton  of  moaay  the  sting  of   his 


objection  came  out  He  said  if  these  ex- 
penses were  not  watched  they  would  hit 
the  landlords.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
forgot  that  half  their  rates  are  paid 
for  them  by  the  Tory  Party.  Wales  had 
proved,  upon  the  only  two  opportunities 
that  she  had,  her  capacity  for  self-govern- 
ment—  the  Education  Act  and  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act.  Both  these  measures 
had  been  handed  over  to  Wales  to  canr 
out,  and  I  defy  hon.  Members  of  this 
House  to  say  these  powers  have  been 
misused.  I  think  we  might  be  allowed 
to  go  into  these  questions  for  ourselves. 
I  have  been  connected  with  all  the  public 
authorities  in  my  county  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  and  I  can  speak  with  authority 
of  the  trouble  they  had  to  go  through 
by  having  to  appeal  to  the  central  body 
in  London.  They  have  been  blocked  in 
every  way.  The  authorities  in  London 
admit  that  they  cannot  get  through 
their  work,  and  on  more  than  one 
occasion  I  have  received  letters  from 
them  asking  me  privately  to  inform 
them  what  was  the  best  thing  to  do 
with  regard  to  particular  matters  con- 
nected with  my  county.  I  will  give  one 
illustration  of  the  power  of  that  ignorance 
of  the  London  authority.  They  sent 
down  an  order  that,  wherever  we 
held  fairs  throughout  the  county,  the 
places  where  they  were  hdd  must  be 
well  paved,  watered,  and  cleansed. 
That  was  all  very  well  in  large  towns, 
but  when  you  come  to  small  towns  in 
the  rural  districts,  where  these  fain 
are  held,  it  means  that  you  are  actually 
shutting  out  the  whole  of  the  agricul- 
turists of  the  county  from  the  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  rid  of  their  cattle  at 
market  prices.  In  my  county  we 
usually  hoU  these  fairs  in  a  field  just 
outside  the  towns,  and  we  have  had 
notice  that  that  cannot  be  allowed  in  the 
future.  What  does  tliat  mean  ?  If  the 
small  town  is  to  carry  out  the  order  as 
it  stands  now,  a  heavy  rate  must  be 
levied  on  the  district,  or  else  a  special 
tax  must  be  put  on  every  horse  or 
head  of  cattle  that  goes  to  the  fair. 
One  of  the  chief  objects  of  agricul- 
turists is  to  get  the  farmers  to  take 
their  cattle  to  fairs,  and  not  to  private 
dealers  at  all.  That  is  a  great  advan- 
tage to  the  farmers,  because  otherwise 
they  get  into  the  hands  of  the  local 
dealers,  and  do  not  get  the  fair  market 
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price ;  but  now,  if  he  takes  his  cattle  to 
the  market,'  he  will  have  to  pay  certain 
dues.     And   what  is  the  result  1    You 


will  shut  up  all  these  fairs  in  the 
county,  simply  on  the  order  of  a  body 
of  men  in  London  who  do  not  under- 
stand local  requirements.  These  are 
matters  which  local  County  Councils 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  deal  with,  and 
not  persons  in  London  who  do  not 
understand  the  local  conditions,  and 
who  lay  down  red  tape  laws  that  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  carry  out. 

♦(3.34.)  Mr.  JOSEPH    LAWRENCE 
(Monmouth  Boroughs) :  As  this  Bill  deals 
with  Monmouthshire  as  well  as  Wales,  it 
might  not  be   inappropriate  for  me,  as 
a  representatiye  of  Monmouth,   to  say 
a  few  words  on  this  occasion.    I  listened 
with  great    pleasure    and   attention  to 
the  speech  of  the  moyer  and  seconder 
of  the  Bill,  and  if  anything   could  re- 
concile some  of  us  who  sit  upon  this 
side  of  the  House  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  Bill  that  they  haye  introduced,  it 
would     be    the     moderation    and    the 
seductiyeness  of  the   manner  in  which 
they  brought    it   forward   and  put  its 
daiins    before    us.    I   haye  nothing  to 
object  to  in  the  manner  in  which  this 
Bill  is  introduced;   but,  while  it  looks 
such    a     simple    measure,    it    contains 
within  it  the  germs  of  principles  which 
haye  in  themselyes  a  yery  mischieyous 
tendency.    What  does  this  Bill  propose 
to  do?      I    would  say   parenthetically, 
with  regard  to  its  being  hastily  conceiyed, 
that  we  have  an  instance  of  that  in  the 
speech    o(    the    moyer  of    the   Second 
Reading  when   he  was  asked,  when  he 
was  dilating  on  the  adyantage  of    the 
County  Councils  haying  the  assistance  of 
tiained    medical    officers,    how    many 
medical  officers  they  had.    He  could  not 
telL    1  might  giye  many  other  instances 
of  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  Local  Goyem- 
ment    displayed    in    the     wording    of 
the  Bill.    The  powers  which  it  proposes 
to    transfer— powers    which    are    now 
exercised  by  seyeral  Ministers  of  Goyern- 
ment  Departments,  powers  so  far-reach- 
^g   that    they    require    six    pages    of 
closely  printed  matter  in  the  shape  of 
the  Bill  to  enumerate  them — I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  by  going  oyer  them 
^gain    after   the    masterly    manner    in 
^hich  they   haye  been  dealt  with.     I 


win  only  say  that  they  are  in  man> 
cases  of  the  most  serious  nature, 
aflfecting  the  rights  of  property,  and 
almost  reyolutionary  in  their  character. 
I  submit  that  a  Bill  of  this  far-reaching 
character  ought  not  to  be  introduced 
without  full  and  proper  inquiry.  Not 
the  smallest  atom  of  eyidence  has  been 
adduced  to  show  that  the  Goyemment 
Departments  haye  failed  in  their  duty 
in  any  way;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  is  no  demand  of  a  local  or  popular 
character  for  the  Bill.  I  haye  yisited 
my  constituency  seyeral  times  in  the 
course  of  the  present  Parliament,  and 
in  no  quarter  haye  I  heard  any  desire 
whateyer  expressed  for  this  Bill  Indeed* 
1  might  go  further,  and  say  that  so  far 
from  there  being  an  almost  unanimous 
support  extended  to  this  Bill  by  County 
Councils,  as  is  suggested  by  yarious 
Members,  the  County  Councik  of  Mon- 
mouthshire can  hardly  be  said  to  haye 
given  an  opinion  in  fayour  of  it  at  all, 
because  at  the  time  they  passed  the 
resolution  appointing  the  deputation 
they  had  not  the  Bill  before  them ;  and 
I  belieye  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
a  great  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Monmouth  County  Council  refused  to 
attend  the  deputation,  because  they 
knew  nothing  of  the  terms  of  the  Bill. 
It  had  not  been  properiy  considered. 
Therefore,  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
who  introduced  the  Bill  was  dealing 
just  a  little  unfairiy  with  the  House^ 
when  he  tried  to  influence  its  judgment 
by  pointing  to  this  great  array  of 
support.  With  regard  to  the  Newport 
Town  Council,  it  also  passed  a  resolu- 
tion in  fayour  of  a  deputation,  but  at 
that  time  it  had  not  the  Bill  before  it,, 
and  the  resolution,  which  was  passed 
at  the  fag-end  of  a  busy  day,  receiyed  the 
support  of  the  Council  without  being 
debated  or  properly  understood 

The  second  part  of  the  Bill,  comprising 
Clauses  2  and  5,  is  eyen  more  uncaLed 
for.  It  proposes  the  establishment  of 
a  Joint  Counties  B^ard,  and  it  takea 
power  for  the  permissiye  transference 
to  that  Board  of  some  of  the  powers 
at  present  exercised  by  seyen  Ministers 
or  Departments  of  State.  The  duties 
of  the  Board  are  not  confined  or 
limited,  whilst  the  financial  machinery 
is  of  the  most  crude  and  ill-digested 
character.       If    the    concerted    action 
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boroughs  they  will  act  recklessly,  or 
without  control,  it  would  be  a  simple 
matter  to  provide  some  control  by  the 
joint  Boards  of  County  Councils,  when 
they  are  created.  There  are  many  other 
points  which  I  might  mention,  but  at 
this  hour  I  should  not  be  doing  my  duty 
if  I  further  took  up  the  time  of  the 
House.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  say 
that  in  spite  of  what  has  been  said  to 
the  contrary,  I  contend  that  Wales  is  in 
favour  of  this  Bill,  and  the  Uounty 
Councils  are  in  favour  of  it,  for  they 
have  passed  resolutions  expressing  their 
approval  of  this  measure. 

♦(4.5.)  Mr.  henry  HOBHOUSE 
(Somersetshire,  R) :  This  matter  concerns 
the  County  Councils  of  England  as  well 
as  those  of  Wales,  and  that  is  my  excuse 
for  intervening  in  this  debate.  This 
question  has  b^n  in  the  air  for  a  good 
many  years,  and  we  all  remember  that 
in  the  Bill  of  1888  the  Government 
proposed  a  clause  transferring  some  of 
the  very  powers  included  in  this  Bill  to 
County  Councils.  Objection  was  taken 
at  that  time  that  County  Councils  were 
only  just  being  created,  and  that  it  was 
rather  premature  to  transfer  those 
powers;  and  the  consequence  was  that 
the  clause  was  altered  and  a  Provisional 
Order  substituted.  In  the  following 
year  the  Local  Qovernment  Board  took 
action  upon  that  clause,  and  introduced 
a  schedule  not  unlike  the  one  contained 
in  this  Bill.  What  has  happened  fiince 
then  ?  Not  only  have  County  Councils 
been  thoroughly  well  constituted  and 
recognised  as  containing  some  of  the 
most  public-spirited  and  hard-working 
men  in  the  counties,  but  under  the 
Local  Government  Act  of  1894  a  very 
large  number  of  new  powers  were  put 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  The  consequence  was 
foretold  at  the  time,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolverhamp- 
ton would  not  listen  to  us  when  we  said 
that  the  Local  (Jovernment  Board  would 
be  overwhelmed  with  work.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  then  asked  to  do 
more  in  the  way  of  devolving 
powers  on  the  local  authorities, 
but  I  think  he  listened  too  much 
to  the  permanent  officials  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  rather  than  to  the 
wishes  of  hon.  Members  of  the  House. 

^fr,  Moss. 


In  a  few  years  time  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  was  so  choked  with  work 
that  there  had  to  be  a  Departmental 
Committee  appointed  to  see  what  could 
be  done  to  relieve  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

The  County  Councils  Association^ 
which  represents  practically  all  the 
County  Councils  of  England  and  Wales^ 
put  certain  proposals  before  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  they  were  very- 
similar  to  the  schedule  of  this  Bill.  This 
schedule  was  adopted  by  the  Committee 
of  the  County  Councils  Association,  and 
was  put  before  the  Local  Government 
Board,  not  as  a  final  scheme  but  as  one 
simply  for  consideration.  There  was  one 
clause  which  dobs  not  find  its  place  in  this. 
Bill,  providing  that  non-county  boroughs 
should  be  able  to  choose  whether  they 
would  go  to  the  County  Councils  or  direct 
to  the  Local  Gk)vemment  Board.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  the  matter  had  been  pressed^ 
urban  districts  would  have  been  included 
in  that  clause.  I  want  to  point  out  that» 
while  urban  districts  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country  have  raised  objections  to  any  ex- 
tension of  powers  to  County  Councils  on 
many  of  tnese  matters.  Parliament  has 
already  conferred  on  County  Councils,  in 
respect  of  rural  districts,  powers  far  more 
important  than  the  powers  contained 
in  this  Bill.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  it  would  greatly  relieve  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  it  would  do  no 
harm  to  anybody  concerned,  if  a  laige 
number  of  the  minor  powers  contained  in 
this  schedule  were  conferred  on  all 
County  Councils  with  respect  to  rural 
districts  and  rural  parishes  only. 

Supposing  a  small  town  desires  U> 
water  its  own  streets,  it  has  to  get  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  BoanL 
Suppose  a  small  town  desires  the  use  of 
a  steam  whistle,  it  has  to  obtain  the 
sanction  of  a  Department  in  London.  If 
a  village  desires  the  use  of  a  room  for 
a  certain  purpose,  the  authority  controlling 
this  matter  is  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Which  is  best — that 
these  petty  questions  should  be  deter- 
mined by  men  of  position  with  local 
knowledge  without  any  charge,  to  the 
town,  or  that  an  inspector  should  be  sent 
down  from  London  at  £3  ds.  a  day  to- 
settle  the  matter  1  Or  there  is  another 
alternative,  which  is  that  of  having  these 
matters  determined  in  Whitehall  without 
any  local  knowledge  or  any  inquiry  what 
ever.    It  seems  to  me  that  upon  the  ground 
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of  eoonomy  alone,  many  of  these  questions 
can     be  far    better  determined  by  the 
locality  concerned.     Under  Section  16  of 
the  Act  of  1894  County  Councils  have 
the  power,  on  the  representation  of  the 
Parish  Council,  to  order  any  Rural  District 
Council  to  deal  with  roads,  sewers,  and  to 
provide  a  water  supply,  and  they  can 
diveet  the  Kural  District  Council  of  the 
powers  given  to  it  by   law  and  them- 
selves    carry    out   these    improvements. 
I  instance  these  matters  to  snow  that  at 
present     very     important    powers    are 
vested     in    the    County    Councils    for 
final      decision    in      respect     of     rural 
parishes,    and    there    cannot    be    any 
objection      whatever      to      transferring 
these  powers   except    the    mere    official 
objection,   which    is   inherent    in    some 
official  minds,  to  give  up  power.     There 
cannot  be  any  real  objection  to  trusting 
many  of  these  petty  powers  in  the  hands 
of  public  bodies  who  already  perform  far 
more  important  work.     Surely  a  schedule 
like     this    might  be    sent  to    a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Conmions. 
The  inquiries  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee    appointed     to     consider     these 
inatters   show  conclusively    that    it    is 
impossible  to  give  County  Councils  these 
adoitional  powers  without  a  Provisional 
Order,  and  it  is  impossible  to  delegate 
these  powers  to  one  county  and  refuse 
them  to  another. 

I  do  not  see  that  Wales  has  a  higher 

claim  for  devolution  than  Lancashire  or 

the  West  Hiding  of  Yorkshire.     If  you 

are  to  have  devolution  it  is  better  to  come 

graduaUy,  and  it  is  better  to  entrust  it  to 

teally  strong  County  Councils  in  the  first 

place.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  many 

County  Councils  have  not  appointed  a 

medical  officer  of    health,    and   I   have 

Always  said  that  that   wa*  a  weak   point 

in  their  armour.     I  hope  the  time  will 

come  when  it  will  be  compulsory    upon 

every  County  Council  to  appoint  a  medical 

<*cer  of  health.     The  Local  Government 

Board   might  well    decline     to    entrust 

farther  sanitary  powers  to  any  County 

Councils  which    nave  not   appointed    a 

oiedical  officer  of  health.     But  at  any  rate 

^t   should    be    made    possible   for     the 

Local    Government    Board,    under    the 

Act   of    1888,  to  introduce  Provisional 

^^iders  to    confer    these    powers    upon 

^  County    Councils.      1  am  sorry    to 

(I'ouble  the  House  so  long  upon  these 

<lQestions,  but  I  think  this  is  one  of  the 

most  important  questions  of  the  future. 


I  think  it  is  much  better  that  this 
question  of  devolution  should  be  dealt 
with  gradually.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  any  deep-seated  difference 
between  Welsh  and  English  County 
Councils,  nor  do  I  think  that  the 
provision  establishing  Joint  County 
Boards  is  a  very  happy  one,  for,  if 
they  wish  to  combine  for  all  purposes^ 
they  ought  to  combine  by  means  of 
Provisional  Orders.  If  they  want  to 
combine  for  special  purposes,  the 
machinery  to  do  so  already  exists  by  way 
of  joint  committees.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  favour  some  of  these  proposals 
to  make  devolution  easier  than  it  is  under 
the  present  law,  and  that  it  may  be  possible 
to  confer  greater  powers  to  dc^  with 
petty  matters  upon  County  Councils. 

(4.18.)  Mb.   LLOYD-GEORGE   (Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  I  think  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  addressed 
the  House  has  been  listened  to  with  great 
attention  on  both  sides,  because  of  his 
experience      in     county      government 
matters,   and  the  suggestions    he    has 
thrown     out      have     been     singularly 
valuable.    I  trust  that  the  Government 
will  give  them  all  due  consideration.    I 
was  fflad  to  hear  his  suggestion  that  the 
schedule  of  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  for  consideration, 
and  I  trust  that  the  Government  will 
be  able  to  accept  that  idea.    There  is 
one    remark    I    ought   to   make  with 
reference  to  one  thing  that  fell  from  the 
hon.  Member.    He  said  that  the  Welsh 
counties   had  no  better  claim  than  the 
English  counties  for  devolution  under 
this    or    any    other    BUL       There    is 
absolutely  no   good   reason  why  there 
should  not  be  a  Bill  ooveriufi;  the  whole 
country,  but  the  difference  is  that  this 
is  a  purely^)  practical    Bill    The    non- 
countj    boroughs     and     the     District 
Councils   have  been  exceedinglj   hostile 
in  England  on  the  subject ;  but  although 
this    Bill    has   been   before    the    Welsh 
Councils  for  three  years,  there  has  not 
been  a  single  resolution  of  any  Urban 
Council  or  Town  Council  in  opposition 
to  the  Bill.    The  two  most  important 
noncountj    boroughs   in  North  Wales 
are  represented  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Denbigh  Boroughs,  whose  name  is 
on    the    BilL     The    second    most    im- 
portant are  represented  by  myself     If 
the    hon.  Member  could  say  the  same 
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suggested  by  these  clauses  is  reaUy 
desired,  I  submit  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1888,  suffices  for  all  practical 
purposes. 

On  the  point  of  the  public  support  of 
the  Bill,  I  would  like  to  cite  one  of  the 
most,  if  not  the  most,  respected  organs 
of  public  opinion  in  the  PrincipaUty— 
The  Cambrian  News  and  Welsh  Farmers^ 
Gazette  of  March  28th.  A  writer  in  that 
paper,  speaking  of  this  Bill,  says — 

'*  There  are  thousands  of  people  who  think 
this  measure  has  some  sort  of  merit,  while,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  has  not  a  single  just  claim 
to  a  moment's  consideration.'' 

Later  on,  the  same  writer^savs — 


**  I  have  written  very  plainly  about  this  Bill, 
but  I  have  not  received  a  single  word  of  defence 
on  its  behalf.  It  is  not  capable  of  beini; 
defended.  I  believe  that  under  the  Act  of  1S88 
great  thinfis  might  have  been  done  for  Wales, 
and  I  think  it  is  to  the  lasting  'disgrace  of  the 
County  Councils  that  those  powers  have  re- 
mained unused  for  fourteen  years." 


But  it  occurs  to  me  that,  whilst  the 
majority  of  us  are  in  favour  of  delegating 
to  local  bodies  some  of  the  powers  now 
exercised  by  the  central  authority,  it  is 
just  possible  that  the  good  cause  of 
devolution  may  be  prejudiced  and  in- 
jured by  hasty  and  ill-considered  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind.  If  such  measures  are 
to  be  carried,  and  to  be  of  lasting  benefit 
to  the  country,  they  should  be  drafted 
and  framed  by  the  Government  of  the 
day,  because  then  the  localities  in 
question,  especially  in  rural  districts  and 
boroughs  like  Monmouth  and  Newport, 
would  have  a  guarantee  that  some  con- 
sideration would  be  shown  to  the  rights 
of  minorities.  If  it  was  considered  to  be 
a  part  of  the  proper  duties  of  the  Imperial 
Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  constitution  of  parish  councils, 
surely  a  Bill  having  such  far-reaching  aims 
as  the  measure  now  beforethe  House  is  one 
which  ought  to  come  within  the  purview 


*'  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  Monmouth- 
shire shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  Wales." 


This  article  is  headed  •*  A  Silly  Bill,"  of  the  functions  of  the  Government.  My 
and  it  concludes  with  some  very  dis- ,  constituents  feel  that  this  Bill  is  but 
paraging  remarks  about  hon.  Members  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  of  demands  in 
opposite,  which  I  know  the  Rules  of  the  \  the  future  for  the  devolution  of  many 
House  would  not  permit  me  to  read.  i  other  functions.  Whatever  the  present 
Let  me  briefly  allude  to  one  or  two '  or  ultimate  aims  of  the  authors  of 
other  features  of  the  Bill  Clause  6  i  this  Bill  may  be,  it  will  be  admitted  that 
reads —  |  a  measure  involving  the  possibility  of  a 

Eave  constitutional  change  should  not 
passed  by  the  House  of  Commons 
Monmouth,  after  all,  is  stiU  an  English  ^^^^^^^  an  opportunity  beinj;  afforded 
county,  as  it  has  been  for  nearly  four  cen-  f<>  the  country  of  fully  considering  the 
turies  The  people  of  Monmouthshire, and  Issues  involved.  For  that  reason,  I  join 
of  the  town  of  Monmouth  in  particular,  I  ^^^^^  *^  s^PPortmg  the  rejection  of 
strongly  object  to  these  attempts  to  ^^^  *^"'* 
include  the  county  in  the  PrincipaUty. 
That  may  be  their  prejudice,  and  it  may 
be  unwise  on  their  part,  but  it  is  the 
fact,  and,  as  their  representative,  it  is  my 
duty  fearlessly  to  state  it  in  this  House. 
They  have  successfully  resisted,  in  the 
past,  the  inclusion  of  Monmouth  in 
Welsh  Bills,  notably  in  the  case  of 
Welsh   Sunday  Closing.     They  particu- 


♦(3.50.) 
E.):  I   do 


Mr.   moss    (Denbighshire, 

not    think  anyone    can  say 

the  County  Councils  of  Wales  have  not 

justified  their  existence.     In     spite    of 

the  remarks  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 

I  think  they  have  discharged  their  duties 

efficiently,     economically,      and      well. 

Judging  from  the  debate  of  today,    it 

larly  object  to    being   included  in   this   appears    as     though     many     Members 

Bill,  and  having  stamped  out,  as  they   consider  the  proposal  made  in  this  Bill 

consider,    whatever  little   bit    of    inde-    to  be  a  great  innovation.    Those    Mem- 

pendence  and  liberty  they  now  possess.       bers  cannot  have  studied  the  Act  of  1 888 

If  there  can  be  proved  on  sound  business  '  with  any  care,  because  in  Section  10  of 

grounds  a  necessity  for  legislation  of  this  '  that  Act  there  is  contemplated  the  very 


kind,  it  should  be  introduced  by  the 
responsible  Government  of  the  day. 
Much  has  been  said,  especially  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 


process  with  regard  to  the  devolution  of 
powers  to  County  Councils  suggested  by 
this  Bill.  Not  only  so,  but  in  the  year 
1889  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  out 


East  Fife,  on  the  subject  of  devolution.  |  that  idea  by  a  Provisional  Order  brought 
Mr.  Joseph  Lawrence, 
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in  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and,  what  the  right  hon  Gentleman  the 
if  I  understand  the  matter  correctly,  that !  Member  for  East  Fife  said  with  regard 
Provisional  Order  was  not  confirmed,  to  devolution,  and  about  Wales  being 
because  of  the  strenuous  opposition,  '  entitled  to  different  treatment.  Our 
mainly  in  England,  of  the  non-county  cm^umstances  and  our  people  are  differ- 
boroughs. 


ent,  and  we  have  already  had  separate 

What  is  the  situation  today  in  Wales  1 '  treatment ;  and    if  the  wishes  of   the 

Notwithstanding  the  statements  of  the  '  people  are  to   be  considered   at    all  in 

hon.      Members      for     Newport      and  !  regard  to  these  matters,  we  are  still  en- 

Montgomery  Boroughs,   I  say  there  is    titled  to  separate  treatment.    The  great 

practical   unanimity     throughout     the  \  difference  as  compared  with  England  is 

length  and  breadth  of  Wdles  in  favour  of  <  that  all  the  county  boroughs,  as  well  as 

this  Bill.    Where  the  hon.  Member  for  ■  the  County  Councils,  of  Wales  are  in 

South    Glamorganshire  can  have  been,  i  favour  of  this  Bill.    The  county  boroughs, 

I  do  not  know ;   but  I    have  certainly    I  think,  were  represented  yesterday  on 

discovered   in   my  own  constituency  a  '  the   deputation  to  the  President  of  the 

great  and  burning  demand  for  this  Bill    Local  Government  Board.      Now,  what 

1   need   only   say    that    twelve    out   of   are  the    objections  which    have    been 

sixteen   County    Council^    have    passed  ,  raised  to  this  Bill  1    It  is  said  that  this 

reacJutions  approving  of  this    BUL    It    measure  will  create  additional  expense. 

has  been  said  that  this  Bill  was  not  before    I  am  not  so  sure  that  additional  expense 

the  County  Councils  when  the  resolution    will  be  incurred.    The  County  Councils 

was  passed  in    favour  of  it,  but  surely   are  quite  accustomed  under  the  provisions 

those  who  make  that  statement  speaK   of  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1888  to 

in  ignorance,  because  in  1900  there  was  ,  holding  inquiries  and  dealing  with  all  the 

a  conference  of  all  the  County  Councils   matters  which  arise  under  that  section, 

in  Wales,  and  the  Lord   Lieutenant   of   and   they  have  been   granting   powers 

Carnarvonshire,  who  so  admirably  pre-   ^    urban    districts.      The  proposal  to 

iented  the  case  for  this  Bill  to  the  Presi-   entrust  County  Councils  with  the  duty  of 

dent  of  the  Local   Government  Board  '  granting  urban  powers  to  rural  districts 

yesterday,  was   present.     That   confer- 1  seemed    to    stagger  the   hon.    Member 

ence  took  into    consideration    all    the   for  Plymouth,  but  I  would  remind  him 

points  mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  this   that  the  County  Coimcils  already  have 

Bill,   and  all  the   matters   which  it  is   powers  to  make  rural  into  urban  districts, 

proposed  to    transfer    to    the   County '  and   by   doing    so  those     districts  ipso 

Councils  were  taken  into  consideration.   M^^    get    urban     powers     under    the 

The  County  Councils  at  that  conference    Public   Health    Act    of    1875.      There- 

unanimously  expressed  their  opinion  in  ;  fore,    some     of    these     provisions   are 

favour  of  the  transfer  of    these  powers   not  really  new  to  the  County  Council, 

^  the  County  Councils.    Therefore,  when    but  what  this  Bill  proposes  is  to  give 

■»y  hon.   friend  says  that  this  Bill  was  '  them     directly     the      powers      which 

not  before  the  County    Councils  when    exist  under   the  Public  Health  Act  of 

tbey    considered   the   matters  recently,    1875.     By  a  combination  of  five  or  more 

he  must  not  forget  the  fact  that  the   County  Councils,  the  expense  need  not 

Bill  proposed  to  do  what  the  joint  con-    be  any  larger  than  it  is  today.     The  right 

fcrence  of  County  Councils  approved  of    bon.  Member  opposite  says  that  by  giving 

two  years  ago.  and  it  is  idle  to  say  that  ]  these   powers  to    the  County  Councils 

^bis  question  has  been, sprung  upon  the   you  are  making  them  the  judge  of  their 

^onty  Councils,  and  that  they  have  been    own  case,  and  there  will  be  no  one  to 

Paasing   resolutions  blindly.      It  is  not '  control  them.    Under  Section  10  of  the 

▼crycreditabletotheconstituenciesof  the  I  Act,  the  Local  Government  Board  will 

bon.  Gentleman  and  my  hon.  and  gallant   still  have  some  power  in  this  respect ;  but 

inend  opposite  when  they  say  that  these   surely  this  is  a  matter  contemplated  by 

(ounty    Councib    have     been    passing    the    Act   of  1888,  and   intended  to  be 

^^utions  without   knowing  what  the   carried  out  in  1889,  and  the  same  argu- 

^iU  contemplated.  '  ment  would  apply  then  as  now.     If  my 

^tt  Wales  we  are  in  a  somewhat  differ- '  right  hon.   friend   is  afraid  that  when 

cat  portion  from  England    I  agree  with  I  these  powers   are   granted    to    county 
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thing  with  regard  to  Engli 
would  be  absolutely  no  difGc 
in  gettJDg  a  Bill  to  cover 
country.  Yorkshire  and 
endeavoured  to  get  auch  a 
Ikoa  Member  will  aee  that  n 
putting  this  claim  on  nationi 
but  on  the  practical  grounds 
Tenienc«  that  it  ought  to  be 
iur  as  Wales  is  concerned, 
■experiment  will  have  a  fair  tri 
there  is  no  opposition  causii 
from  the  non-county  boroughe 
with.  I  fail  to  see  the 
between  hon.  Members  who  s 
those  who  oppose  the  Bil 
listened  very  carefully  to 
'debate,  and  so  far  as  the  ] 
■concerned,  it  is  adopted  by  ho: 
who  oppose  the  Bill,  The  ho 
for  South  Glamorgan  said 
favour  of  a  considerable  i 
devolution;  and  he  went  fi 
that,  and  adopted  in  subetai 
contained  in  the  Bill. 

Major  WYNDHAM-QUI: 
no  objection  to  devolution  fo 
country. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  T 
jiallant  Member's  objection  t( 
is  not  an  objection  at  all 
the  limiution  to  Wales. 
Mbmbeb:  No.]  As  far  as  I 
^tand  from  uie  hon.  Mem 
no  objection  in  the  main  to 
tion  to  County  Councils  of  tl 
referred  to  in  this  Bill.  H 
is,  that  the  Bill  is  limited  ti 
■counties.  It  is  not  large 
tionary  enough  for  him.  I 
■a  little  bit  more  modest.  ' 
start  in  a  small  way,  an<i 
success  in  Walee,  what  < 
result  1  I  have  not  the  fa 
:that  the  English  non-coun 
mil  see  that  it  works  BO 
that  their  objections  wen 
pounded,  and  they  will  w 
extended  to  their  own  co 
hon.  Member  opposite  saic 
iavour  of  provincial  counc 
not  object  at  all  to  the  ci 
country  up  into  provinces, 
have  a  provincial  council 
I  think  I  am  quoting  hin 
objects  to  the  powers  h 
Mr.  Llot/d-Oeorge. 


Ir29 


J^ocal  Govt.  {JFak8  {16  April  1902}    and  MannumthsMre)  BiU.      430 


o{  economy  alone,  many  of  these  questions 
can      l>e    far    better  determined  by  the 
localitjr  concerned.     Under  Section  16  of 
the    Act  of  1894  County  Councils  have 
tb.e  poiPirer,  on  the  representation  of  the 
Yaxish  Council,  to  order  any  Rural  District 
Council  to  deal  with  roads,  sewers,  and  to 
provide  a  water  supply,  and  they  can 
divest  the  Kural  District  Council  of  the 
powers    given   to  it  by  law  and  them- 
selves    carry   out   these    improvements. 
I  instance  these  matters  to  show  that  at 
present     very     important     powers    are 
vested     in    the    County    Councils    for 
final     decision    in      respect     of     rural 
parishes,    and    there    cannot    be    any 
objection      whatever      to      transferring 
these  powers   except    the    mere    ofiicial 
objection,   which    is    inherent    in    some 
official  minds,  to  give  up  power.    There 
cannot  be  any  real  objection  to  trusting 
many  of  these  petty  powers  in  the  hands 
of  public  bodies  who  already  perform  far 
noLore  important  work.     Surely  a  schedule 
like    this    might  be    sent  to    a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  inquiries  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee    appointed     to     consider     these 
matters  show  conclusively    that    it    is 
impossible  to  give  County  Councils  these 
additional  powers  without  a  Provisional 
Order,  and  it  is  impossible  to   delegate 
these  powers  to  one  county  and  refuse 
them  to  another. 

I  do  not  see  that  Wales  has  a  higher 

claim  for  devolution  than  Lancashire  or 

the  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire.     If  you 

are  to  have  devolution  it  is  better  to  come 

gradually,  and  it  is  better  to  entrust  it  to 

really  strong  County  Councils  in  the  first 

place.    It  is  perfectly  true  that  many 

County  Councils  have  not  appointed  a 

medical  officer  of    health,    and  I  have 

always  said  that  that  wa^i  a  weak  point 

in  their  armour.     I  hope  the  time  will 

come  when  it  will  be  compulsory    upon 

every  County  Council  to  appoint  a  medical 

officer  of  health.     The  Local  Government 

Board  might  well   decline    to    entrust 

further  sanitary  powers  to  any  County 

Councils  which    have  not   appointed    a 

medical  officer  of  health.     But  at  any  rate 

it  should    be    made    possible  for     the 

Local  Government    Board,    under    the 

Act  of   1888,  to  introduce  Provisional 

Orders  to    confer    these    powers    upon 

any  County    Councils.      I  am  sorry    to 

trouble  the  House  so  long  upon  these 

questions,  but  I  think  this  is  one  of  the 

most  important  questions  of  the  future. 


I  think  it  is  much  better  that  this 
question  of  devolution  should  be  dealt 
with  gradually.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  any  deep-seated  difference 
between  Welsh  and  English  County 
Councils,  nor  do  I  think  that  the 
provision  establishing  Joint  County 
Boards  is  a  very  happy  one,  for,  if 
they  wish  to  combine  for  all  purposes^ 
they  ought  to  combine  by  means  of 
Provisional  Orders,  If  they  want  to 
combine  for  special  purposes,  the 
machinery  to  do  so  already  exists  by  way 
of  joint  committees.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  favour  some  of  these  proposals 
to  make  devolution  easier  than  it  is  under 
the  present  law,  and  that  it  may  be  possible 
to  confer  greater  powers  to  dc^  with 
petty  matters  upon  County  Councils. 

(4.18.)  Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Car- 
narvon Boroughs) :  I  think  the  speeeh  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  addressed 
the  House  has  been  listened  to  with  great 
attention  on  both  sides,  because  of  his 
experience  in  county  government 
matters,  and  the  suggestions  he  has 
thrown  out  have  been  singularly 
valuable.  I  trust  that  the  Government 
will  give  them  all  due  consideration.  I 
was  ^lad  to  hear  his  suggestion  that  the 
schedule  of  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  for  consideration, 
and  I  trust  that  the  Government  will 
be  able  to  accept  that  idea.  There  is 
one  remark  I  ought  to  make  with 
reference  to  one  thing  that  fell  from  the 
hon.  Member.  He  said  that  the  Welsh 
counties  had  no  better  claim  than  the 
English  counties  for  devolution  under 
this  or  any  other  Bill.  There  is 
absolutely  no  good  reason  why  there 
should  not  be  a  Bill  covering  the  whole 
country,  but  the  difference  is  that  this 
is  a  purely^!  practical  Bill  The  non- 
county  boroughs  and  the  District 
Councils  have  been  exceedingly  hostile 
in  England  on  the  subject ;  but  although 
this  Bill  has  been  before  the  Welsh 
Councils  for  three  years,  there  has  not 
been  a  single  resolution  of  any  Urban 
Council  or  Town  Council  in  opposition 
to  the  Bill.  The  two  most  important 
non  county  boroughs  in  North  Wales 
are  represented  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Denbigh  Boroughs,  whose  name  is 
on  the  Bill  The  second  most  im- 
portant are  represented  by  myself  If 
the    hon.  Member  could  say  the  same 
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well    now,     I    would    complain    of     it. 
Even  if  the  experts  were  the  best  in 
the  world,  I  would  challenge  the  present 
system.     Even  if  they  did  the  work  ex- 
peditiously, which  nobody  could  say  they 
did,  I  say  it  is  better  for  the  sake  of  the 
country  that  it  should  be  devolved  on 
the  class  of  men  who  know  the  locality 
itself.     It  is  true  that  for  the  moment 
the  Welsh  County  Councils  happen  to  be 
Liberal.     Is  that  really  a  reason  for  dis- 
franchising us.     I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
and  sallant  Member  has  been  worthy  of 
the  charity  and  kindness  of  his  disposition 
in  suggesting  that  that  is  a  good  reason, 
and   I  think  on  the  whole  he  will  be 
ashamed  of  the  argument  he  has  used. 
Let  a  strangers  go  into  any  of   these 
county  councils  when    business  is  on, 
and  I  defy  him  to  be  able  to  te  1  whether 
it  is  a  Liberal  or  Conservative  Council. 
The  County  Councils  conduct  themselves 
from  a  purely  business  point  of  view  in 
going   through    their    agendas.    After- 
wards controversial  matters  may  be  dis- 
cussed, but  only  in  an  abstract  manner. 
The    hon.    Member    for    Montgomery 
Boroughs  in  his  lucid  speech  against  this 
Bill    said    that     the    County  Councils 
occasionally  passed  abstract  resolutions. 
How  often  1    I  daresay  the  Montgomery- 
shire County  Council  has  passed  one  or 
two  such  resolutions  in  the  course  of  its 
career,  but  I  do  not  recollect  more  than 
two  or  three  being  passed  by  the  County 
Council  of  which  I  was  a  member  for 
several    years.     You    must    allow    the 
County  Council  to  let  off  steam  now  and 
again,  and  I  think  you  will  find  that  it 
rather  improves  their  temper  and  that 
less  partisanship  is  afterwards  displayed. 
Let    me  take  the  question  which   has 
been  raised  with  reference  to  aldermen. 
I  do  not   know  a  single  Welsh  County 
Council  that  has  taken  advantage  of  a 
party  majority  to  elect  the  whole  of  its 
aldermen  from  the  party  of  the  majority. 
On  the  contrary,  what  happens  is  this. 
The  consider  carefully  the  proportion  of 
councillors  belonging  to  each  party  and 
elect  the  same  proportion  of  aldermen. 
I  want    to   know   how   many  English 
Councils  which  happen  to  be  in  the  hands 
of   Conservatives   or  even   of   Liberals, 

have  done  that.  I  have  seen  officers 
appointed,  but  I  have  never  seen  any 
pohtical  influence  at  work  at  all  in  con- 
nection with  the  appointments.  In  my 
Mr,  Lloyd-George, 


own  county,  a  Conservative  was  ap- 
pointed county  surveyor  and  it  was 
purely  a  question  of  getting  the  best 
man. 

LlEUTENANT-COLONBL  PRYCE-JONES: 
The  Denbighshire  County  Conncil  had 
to  appoint  representatives  for  a  certain 
body  with  reference  to  intermediate  edu- 
cation, and  they  appointed  all  Radicals. 
Of  course,  they  would  not  have  me. 


Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  admit  it 
may  be  an  objection  to  the  Bill  that  the 
hon.  Member  was  not  appointed  to  a 
particular  committee  of  the  Denbighshire 
County  Council,  and  I  very  much  regret 
it.  On  these  committees,  however,  it 
will  be  found  that  political  considerations 
do  not  enter  at  all.  The  selection  is 
purely  non-partisan.  I  would  really  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  he  will  not  consent  to 
make  this  experiment  with  regard  to 
Wales.  It  may  be  said  that  the  scheme 
is  not  embodied  in  the  Bill  but  it 
is  a  scheme  which  cannot  come  into 
operation  except  by  the  consent  erf  the 
County  Councils  themselves.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  get  work  out  of  the  hands  of 
permanent  officials.  Even  the  officials  of 
a  Government  Department  are  very 
human.  They  naturally  think  that 
their  work  is  done  better  than  it  could 
be  done  by  anyone  else,  but  at  the  same 
time  they  lack  local  knowledge,  local 
sjrmpathy,  and  acquaintance  with  local 
prejudices.  I  would  appeal  to  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  give  favourable  consideration 
to  this  Bill,  and,  if  possible,  consent  to 
its  bemg  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 


(4.45.)  Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  I 
will  take  up  only  a  very  few  minutea 
of  the  time  of  the  House  in  saying 
what  1  have  to  say  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  and  the  Department 
with  which  I  am  connected  with  refer- 
ence to  this  Bill.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  not,  I  think, 
quite  accurately  described  the  suggestion 
of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
Somerset.  My  hon.  friend  is  well  known 
to    the    House    for    his    very  full  and 
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Accurate  knowledge  of  County  Govern* 
xnent  work,  and  in  his  very  able  speech 
he  suggested  that  something  in  the  form 
of  the  schedule  to  this  Bill  might  very 
well  be  incorporated  in  a  Provisional 
Order  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee ; 
but  I  did  not  understand  him  to  suggest 
that  this  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee  involving  its  being 
read  a  second  time  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  hon.  Gentleman  also 
fell  into  another  error.  He  suggested 
that  the  opposition  to  this  Bill  proceeds 
from  the  permanent  officials  of  a  Govern- 
ment Department,  who  would  be  unwill- 
ing naturally  to  surrender  the  powers 
they  possess  at  the  present  time.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  foundation  for 
that  view.  Permanent  officials  are  not 
more  desirous  of  retaining  in  their  hands 
powers  they  can  properly  surrender 
than  are  Members  of  Parliament.  If 
devolution  can  be  satisfactorily  carried 
out,  I  am  convinced  that  no  opposition 
will  be  offered  to  it  on  behalf  of  the 
officials  of  any  Government  Department. 
The  truth  is,  that  to  discuss  devolution 
as  a  theory  and  to  apply  it  as  apractice 
are  two  very  different  things.  We  have 
heard  a  great  deal  more  during  the 
debate  of  the  theory  of  devolution  than 
of  its  practical  application :  but  I  am 
only  going  to  say  a  very  few  words,  both 
about  the  theory  and  also  the  attempt  to 

S-actically    apply    it   under    this    Bill, 
very  hon.  Member  who  has  spoken  has 
been  at  pains  to  declare  that  he  is  en- 
tirely in  favour  of  devolution.     Perhaps 
I  may  without  offence  or  egotism    say 
that  before    devolution    had  as    many 
advocates  as  it  now  has,  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Home  Secretary,  and  myself, 
advocated    and  worked    for   devolution 
upon    local    authorities.    There    is    no 
difference    of    opinion    as    to    the  de- 
airability  d   relieving  this   House  and 
(}ovemment      Departments     of      work 
which     can     be     as     well      done     by 
local   authority;    but    the  difficulty   is 
to  find  a  method  of  transfer.    The  theorv 
of  devolution  has  found  advocates  in  all 
•quarters  of  the  House  today,  and  the 
House  has   been   told    that    the  whole 
difficulty  in   the  way  of   devolution  is 
the  non-county  boroughs.    That  is  only 
part  of  the  questbn.    The  hon.  Member 
who  moved  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
BiH,  and  the  hon.  Member  who  seconded 


the  Motion,  said  it  was  only  by  a  mis- 
take that  Clause  1  did  not  apply  to 
county  boroughs  as  well  as  to  Q)unty 
Councils ;  but  the  moment  we  attempt, 
in  the  process  of  devolution,  to  include 
county  boroughs,  we  at  once  find  our- 
selves confronted  by  a  difficulty  quite 
distinct  from  that  which  exists  in  regard 
to  non-county  boroughs.  In  regard  to 
non-county  boroughs  and  the  large 
urban  districts,  the  difficulty  is  one  of 
jealousy  as  regards  control  by  an 
authority,  which  they  often  consider  not 
to  be  a  suitable  authority,  to  be  placed 
over  themselves.  The  difficulty  with 
regard  to  the  county  boroughs  is  a 
totally  different  one.  What  is  the  duty 
which  a  Government  Department  has 
to  perform  in  nine  cascei  out  of  ten'< 
It  either  is,  as  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Plymouth  said  in  his  most 
excellent  speech,  to  act  as  the  appellate 
authority,  to  which  an  individual  or  a 
minority  may  appeal  for  protection 
against  what  may  be  considered  an 
injustice,  or  else  the  equally  important 
and  at  the  same  time  more  difficult  duty 
of  compelling  the  local  authority  to  act, 
or  to  act  itself  in  default  of  the  local 
authority  acting. 

What  is  the  practical  suggestion 
made  in  this  Bill,  and  what  are  the 
arguments  that  are  advanced  in  favour 
of    it  ?      The   House    is    asked,    as    a 

f>ractical  step  in  the  direction  of  devp- 
ution,  to  invest  a  local  authority,  like 
the  corporation  of  a  big  borough,  with 
power  to  act  in  default  of  themselves, 
to  make  them  the  appellate  authority 
against  themselves,  and  to  make  them 
the  authority  who  will  have  to  compel 
them  to  act  when  they  are  unwiUing  to 
act.  I  ask  the  House,  is  that  not  a 
practical  difficulty,  and  yet  we  have 
been  told,  very  naturally  so.  by  the 
representatives  of  county  boroughs,  that 
unless  Clause  1  be  so  altered  as  to  in- 
clude county  boroughs,  their  support 
of  the  Bill  will  not  be  forthcoming. 
Yet  in  all  the  able  and  interesting 
speeches  to  which  we  have  listened,  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  deal  practic- 
ally with  this  difficulty.  I  want  to  say 
one  word  about  a  remark  which  feU 
from  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Plymouth,  because  I  think  it  was  mis- 
understood by  the  House.  My  hon. 
friend  objected  to  the  general  transfer 
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of  these  wide  powers  from  a  Govern- 
ment Department  to  County  Councils 
which    were   not  altogether   free    from 


We  have  heard  today  a  great  deal 
about  devolution,  but  we  have  had 
no  practical  evidence  that  the  difficulties 


some  suggestion  of  corruption  or  mal- 1  now  existing  would  be  removed  in  case 
administration.  That  remark  was  |  a  change  in  the  law  were  mada  In  my 
resented    as    being    altogether    unjust,  |  opinion,  with  certain   reservations,  the 


devolution  of  many  of  the  powers  now 
exercised  by  Government  Departments 
would  be  very  advantageous.  An  hon. 
Member  introduced  pmir  rire  an  instance 


but  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  allega- 
tions have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  as  to  maladministration  and  im- 
proper    administration    on     behalf    of 

municipal    authorities.     I     was     rather  t  of  a  steam  whistle.     It  is  not  the  Govern- 
surprised    to      hear     hon.     Gentlemen  [  ment  Department  that  would  be  asked 
opposite  fall  foul  of  my  hon.  friend  for  I  to  sanction  the  use  of  a  steam  whistle, 
that  statement,  because  only  the  other !  but  the  local  authority,  but  the  Gov  em- 
day,  when  we  were  debating  the  London  |  ment  Department  would  be  appealed  to 
Water  Bill,  for  which  I  am  responsible,  j  by  people   who  thought  that  improper 
half  a  dozen  hon.    Gentlemen  opposite  :  use  was  being  made  of  the  steam  whistle, 
flung  similar  charges  across  the  floor  of '  It  sounded,  no  doubt,  rather  a  ridiculous 
the  House  against  the  old  Metropolitan  .  thing,  but  hon.    Members  who   live  in 
Board  of  Works.     [Mr,  Lloyd-Georgb  : ,  large  manufacturing  towns  know  very 
That  was  not  a  municipal  body.]    I  will ;  well   that  life   would  be   made  unbear- 
come  to  that  presently,  but  I  maintain    able    by    the    improper    use    of   steam 
that  my  hon.  friend  was  fully  justified  i  whistles.     Speaking     for     my     Depart- 
in  making  the  limited  statement  he  did,  ;  ment,   so   far  as  devolution   has  found 
and  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen  misunder- 1  expression   in    the    Provisional    Orders 
stood  him  when  they  affected  to   think   issued   by    my    right    hon.     friend,     to 
that  he  had  made  a  general  charge   of ,  devolution  on   the   County  Councils  o£ 
corruption  against  the  municipal  bodies  i  certain  powers  with  the  consent  of  the 
in    this    country.     I  am  sure  that  the  I  Government  Departments   concerned  I 
view  we  all  entertain  is  that  our  muni-    would  offer  no  opposition.     At  the  same 
cipal  bodies   have   on   the   whole  done  ]  time  I  think  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
their   work  admirably,  and  have    been  I  ber  for  East  Somerset  was  right  when  he 
actuated  by  the  highest  possible  motive ;  j  told  the  House  that  under  Section  10  of 
and  that  even   where  they   have   been  !  the  Act  of  1888,  we  have  every  power 
imprudent  or  extravagant,    it    was  not  |  to  devolve  generally  but  not  indiviaually. 
because  they  desired  to  spend  money  for  \  I  think  a  change  in  the  law  might  very 
the  sake  of  spending  it,  but  because  they  '  well  be   made  in  that  direction,   and  I 
had  acted  with  too  little  knowledge  and  !  should  be  very  glad  to  receive  powers 
experience,  or  had,  perhaps,  been  a  little ,  to  devolve  certain  powers  individually, 
too   ready    to   experiment    with    other  |  and   not  generally,  but  it  is   necessary 
people's  money.     But  on  the  whole  they  ,  that  we  should  insist    on   this    being 
have  done  good  work    and  have  done  '  done   under  Section   10  of  the   Act  of 
it  well,  and  I  heartily  reciprocate  every- 1 1888,  and  not  under  Clause  1  of  this 
thing  that  has  been  said  in  the  course   Bill.    Section  10  gave  the  Local  Govern- 
of  this  debate  with  reference  to  County    ment    Board     power     to     devolve    by 
Councils,  whether  they  be  in  England  or  |  Provisional   Order   with   the  consent  of 
in  Wales.    As  regards  County  Councils  ,  the  Department.    The  only  difficulty  is 
in  Wales,  I   have   never  heard  of  any   ^h*^    the    transfer    must     be      made 


kind  of  oppression  of  minorities  because 
of  diffences  of  political  feeling.  I  believe 
that  local  government,  whether  in  our 
towns  or  in  the  country  districts,  has 
been  honestly  and  well  carried  out,  and 
that  view  is  shared  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Plymouth,  and  is  not  in 
any  way  weakened  by  the  remark  he 
made. 

WaUer  Long, 


generally,  and  not  individually,  and  I 
will  offer  no  objection  to  such  an  altera- 
tion in  the  law  ;  but  I  cannot  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  accept  the  change 
suggested  in  this  Bill.  The  whole  debate 
has  practically  turned  on  the  devolution 
of  these  powers   on  County   Councils. 

We  have  heard  very  little  about  Part 
n.  of  the  Bill.    I  confess  I  listened  to 
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the     suggestions     in     Part.     II     with    in  the  law  of  local  government  to  enable 
profound     astonishment        The     hon.    five  councils  or  more  to  do  work  which 
Gentleman     opposite     said     that    the    can   be  done   by  the   existing    County 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  was  not  a    Councils, 
municipa]  body,  meaning,  of  course,  that 

it  was  a  body  selected  by  indirect  To  devolution  itself,  in  theory,  I  offer 
election.  But  Part  II.  of  this  Bill  pro-  no  objection.  Everyone  is  in  favour 
poses  indirect  election,  and  Parliament  of  it,  but  it  is  only  when  people 
is  asked  to  f^^e  sanction  to  a  body  attempt  to  give  effect  to  their  ideas  that 
electa  on  a  system  on  which  so  much  they  find  difficulties  in  their  path.  Hon. 
ridicule  was  poured  the  other  day  in  Gentlemen  have  not  attempted  to  deal 
connection  with  the  constitution  of  the    with  the  practical  question  put  to  them, 

Proposed  Water  Board  for  London.  In  namely,  the  difficulty  of  making  one 
art  II.  we  are  not  tokl  what  the  election  authority  alike  the  defendant  and  the 
is  to  be.  and  we  are  told  nothing  about  judge.  When  it  is  proposed  to  give 
the  scheme,  although  the  body  to  be  County  Councils  fresh  powers,  and  to 
elected  under  the  scheme  is  to  have  add  to  their  dignity  and  importance,  I 
rating  powers  over  the  area  concerned,  wish  to  know  what  is  the  opinion  of  the 
I  would  ask  the  House  what  is  the  urban  districts  who  would  be  governed 
necessity  for  a  Joint  County  Board  by  these  Councils.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
either  in  Wales  or  anywhere  elsel  who  spoke  just  now  said  that  not  with- 
Under  the  Act  of  1888  counties  jointly  standing  the  fact  that  these  proposals 
interested,  can  form  a  joint  committee  were  for  something  like  three  years 
and  do  the  work  themselves.  I  was  before  the  people  of  Wales,  no  expression 
told  yesterday  by  a  deputation  that  such  of  opposition  had  come  from  the  urban 
a  Committee  can  deal  with  homes  for  districts.  But  the  hon.  Member  will 
inebriates  and  similar  matters,  and,  to  j  remember,  as  I  do,  that  it  was  not  until 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  there  it  was  brought  home  to  the  local  autho- 
is  nothing  to  prevent  counties  jointly  rities  what  the  control  or  interference  of 
interested  in  the  provi.sion  of  a  home  for  the  County  Council  woukl  really  mean, 
inebraites  providing  it.  But  surely  the  that  opposition  arose ;  and  my  beUef  is. 
House  cannot  be  seriously  asked  for  the  that  if  it  were  not  thought  that  this 
first  time  to  set  up  an  association  of  debate  was  merely  academic,  and  that 
County  Councils  without  any  definite  if  it  were  really  believed  that  the  Bill  were 
power  or  any  clear  idea  how  they  are  to  going  to  pass  into  law,  a  great  deal 
be  elected  or  what  they  are  to  do  would  be  said  against  it  by  the  urban 
beyond  the  slender  ground  that  if  they  districts.  The  argument  is  a  very  simpJe 
are  appointed  they  may  provide  a  joint  one.  These  urban  communities  would 
home  for  inebriates.  We  ought  to  have  take  up  the  position  of  saying — **  We 
more  information  as  to  what  work  this  have  urban  needs  and  difficulties ;  the 
Joint  Board  is  to  be  able  to  carry  out  County  Councils  are  largely  formed  of 
which  the  County  Councils  cannot  carry  county  or  agricultural  members,  who  do 
out  now,-  in  Wales  or  elsewhere,  not  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  tlie 
The  only  information  which  I  have  been  towns,  and  we  would  rather  have  a 
able  to  ascertain  is  derived  from  a  corres-  separate  Department  in  London  than 
pondence  between  my  Department  and  a  body  which  can  but  have  little 
gentlemen  from  Wales  in  1892.  I  do  not  experience  of  what  we  want."  One 
know  whether  the  suggestions  then  other  point  has  been  dealt  with  lightly, 
made  still  hold  good,  but  if  they  did  still  and  treated  as  if  it  were  of  no 
hold  good,  I  should  have  a  great  deal  to  importance  at  aD,  namely,  the  provision 
•ay  in  criticism  of  them.  If  they  do  not  of  a  proper  staff  of  experts  and  the  cost, 
still  hold  good,  then  I  submit  to  the  In  regard  to  some  of  the  powers  in  the 
House  that  we  are  in  complete  ignorance  schedule,  they  could  only  be  exercised 
as  to  what  this  new  Joint  Board  would  by  a  Government  Department,  provided 
do,  that  we  know  nothing  as  to  its  con-  with  the  very  best  expert  assistance.  We 
stitution,  and  that  we  would  not  be  have  theadvantage  in  our  Medical  Depart* 
justified  in  making  such  a  great  change    ment,  our  Surveyors  and   Engineering 
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of  these  wide   powers  from   a  Govern- 
ment Department  to  County    Councils 
which   were   not  altogether   free    from 
some  suggestion  of  corruption  or  mal- 
administration.      That      remark      was 
resented    as    being    altogether    unjust, 
but  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  allega- 
tions have    been    made   from   time    to 
time  as   to  maladministration   and   im- 
proper    administration     on     behalf    of 
municipal    authorities.     I     was     rather 
surprised    to      hear     hon.     Gentlemen 
opposite  fall  foul  of  my  hon.  friend  for 
that  statement,  because  only  the  other 
day,  when  we  were  debating  the  London 
Water  Bill,  for  which  I  am  responsible, 
half  a  dozen  hon.    Gentlemen  opposite 
flung  similar  charges  across  the  floor  of 
the  House  against  the  old  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works.     [Mr.  Lloyd-Georgb  : 
That  was  not  a  municipal  body.]    I  will 
come  to  that  presently,  but  I  maintain 
that  my  hon.  friend  was  fully  justified 
in  making  the  limited  statement  he  did, 
and  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen  misunder- 
stood him  when  they  affected  to   think 
that  he  had  made  a  general  charge   of 
corruption  against  the  municipal  bodies 
in    this    country.     I  am  sure  that  the 
view  we  all  entertain  is  that  our  muni- 
cipal bodies   have   on  the   whole  done 
their   work  admirably,  and  have    been 
actuated  by  the  highest  possible  motive ; 
and  that  even  where  they   have   been 
imprudent  or  extravagant,   it   was  not 
because  they  desired  to  spend  money  for 
the  sake  of  spending  it,  but  because  they 
had  acted  with  too  little  knowledge  and 
experience,  or  had,  perhaps,  been  a  little 
too   ready    to   experiment    with    other 
people's  money.     But  on  the  whole  they 
have  done  good  work    and  have  done 
it  well,  and  I  heartily  reciprocate  every- 
thing that  has  been  said  in  the  course 
of  this  debate  with  reference  to  County 
Councils,  whether  they  be  in  England  or 
in  Wales.    As  regards  County  Councils 
in  Wales,  I   have   never  heard  of  any 
Idnd  of  oppression  of  minorities  because 
of  diffences  of  political  feeling.    I  believe 
that  local  government,  whether  in  our 
towns  or  in  the  country  districts,    has 
been  honestly  and  well  carried  out,  and 
that  view  is  shared  by  my  hon.   friend 
the  Member  for  Plymouth,  and  is  not  in 
any  way  weakened   by  the   remark  he 
made. 

Mr.  Walter  Long. 


We  have  heard  today   a   great   deal 
about    devolution,    but    we    have    had 
no  practical  evidence  that  the  difficulties 
now  existing  would  be  removed  in  case 
a  change  in  the  law  were  made.     In  my 
opinion,  with  certain   reservations,  the 
devolution  of  many  of  the  powers  now 
exercised  by   Government  Departments 
would  be  very  advantageous.     An  hon. 
Member  introduced  pour  rire  an  instance 
of  a  steam  whistle.     It  is  not  the  Govern- 
ment Department  that  would  be  asked 
to  sanction  the  use  of  a  steam  whistlcr 
but  the  local  authority,  but  the  Govern- 
ment Department  would  be  appealed  to 
by  people   who  thought  that  improper 
use  was  being  made  of  the  steam  whistle. 
It  sounded,  no  doubt,  rather  a  ridiculous 
thing,  but  hon.    Members  who   live  in 
large  manufacturing  towns  know  very 
well   that  life   would  be   made  unbear- 
able  by    the    improper    use    of  steam 
whistles.     Speaking     for     my     Depart- 
ment,  so   far  as  devolution   has  found 
expression   in    the    Provisional    Orders 
issued   by    my    right    hon.     friend,     to 
devolution  on   the  County  Councils  o£ 
certain  powers  with  the  consent  of  the 
Government  Departments   concerned  I 
would  offer  no  opposition.     At  the  same 
time  I  think  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Somerset  was  right  when  he 
told  the  House  that  under  Section  10  of 
the  Act  of  1888,  we  have  every  power 
I  to  devolve  generally  but  not  indiviaually. 
,  I  think  a  change  in  the  law  might  very 
I  well  be   made  in  that  direction,   and  I 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  receive  powera 
I  to  devolve  certain  powers  individually, 
I  and   not  generally,  but  it  is   necessary 
that   we   should   insist    on   this    being 
done   under  Section   10  of  the   Act  of 
1888,  and  not  under  Clause  1  of  this 
Bill.    Section  10  gave  the  Local  Govern- 
ment   Board     power     to     devolve    by 
Provisional   Order   with   the  consent  of 
the  Department.     The  only  difficulty  is 
that    the    transfer    must     be      made 
generally,  and  not  individually,  and    I 
will  offer  no  objection  to  such  an  altera- 
tion in  the  law  ;  but  I  cannot  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  aocept  the  change 
suggested  in  this  Bill.    The  whole  debate 
has  practically  turned  on  the  devolution 
of  these  powers   on  County   Councils. 

We  have  heard  very  little  about  Part 
II.  of  the  Bill    I  confess  I  listened  to 
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the     suggestions     in     Part.     II     with  ;  in  the  law  of  local  government  to  enable 
profound     astonishment        The     hon.  I  five  councils  or  more  to  do  work  which 
Gentleman     opposite     said     that    the  I  can   be   done   by  the   existing    County 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  was  not  a  I  Councils, 
municipal  body,  meaning,  of  course,  that  | 

it  was  a  body  selected  by  indirect  To  devolution  itself,  in  theory,  I  offer 
election.  But  Part  II.  of  this  Bill  pro-  no  objection.  Everyone  is  in  favour 
poses  indirect  election,  and  Parliament  of  it,  but  it  is  only  when  people 
is  asked  to  give  sanction  to  a  body  ,  attempt  to  give  effect  to  their  ideas  that 
elected  on  a  system  on  which  so  much  i  they  find  difficulties  in  their  path.  Hon. 
ridicule  was  poured  the  other  day  in  |  Gentlemen  have  not  attempted  to  deal 
connection  with  the  constitution  of  the  i  with  the  practical  question  put  to  them, 
proposed  Water  Board  for  London.  In  ,  namely,  the  difficulty  of  making  one 
Part  II.  we  are  not  told  what  the  election    authority  alike  the  defendant  and   the 


is  to  be,  and  we  are  told  nothing  about 
the  scheme,  although  the  body  to  be 
elected  under  the  scheme  is  to  have 
rating  powers  over  the  area  concerned. 


judge.  When  it  is  proposed  to  give 
County  Councils  fresh  powers,  and  to 
add  to  their  dignity  and  importance,  I 
wish  to  know  what  is  the  opinion  of  the 


I    would  ask    the  House   what  is  the  I  urban  districts  who  would  be  governed 


necessity  for  a  Joint  County  Board 
either  in  Wales  or  anywhere  elsel 
Under  the  Act  of  1888  counties  jointly 
interested,  can  form  a  joint  committee 
and  do   the   work   themselves.      I  was 


by  these  Councils.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  spoke  just  now  said  that  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  these  proposals 
were  for  something  like  three  years 
before  the  people  of  Wales,  no  expression 


told  yesterday  by  a  deputation  that  such  |  of  opposition  had  come  from  the  urban 


a  Committee  can  deal  with  homes  for 
inebriates  and  similar  matters,  and,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  counties  jointly 


districts.  But  the  hon.  Member  will 
remember,  as  I  do,  that  it  was  not  until 
it  was  brought  home  to  the  local  autho- 
rities what  the  control  or  interference  of 


interested  in  the  provision  of  a  home  for  the  County  Council  would  really  mean, 
inebraites  providing  it.  But  surely  the  that  opposition  arose ;  and  my  beUef  is. 
House  cannot  be  seriously  asked  for  the  ,  that  if  it  were  not  thought  that  this 
first  time  to  set  up  an  association  of  debate  was  merely  academic,  and  that 
County  Councils  without  any  definite  if  it  were  really  believed  that  the  Bill  were 
power  or  any  clear  idea  how  they  are  to  going  to  pass  into  law,  a  great  deal 
be  elected  or  what  they  are  to  do  would  be  said  against  it  by  the  urban 
beyond  the  slender  ground  that  if  they  districts.  The  argument  is  a  very  simple 
are  appointed  they  may  provide  a  joint  one.  These  urban  communities  would 
home  for  inebriates.  We  ought  to  have  take  up  the  position  of  saying — **  We 
more  information  as  to  what  work  this  have  urban  needs  and  difficulties ;  the 
Joint  Board  is  to  be  able  to  carry  out  County  Councils  are  largely  formed  of 
which  the  County  Councils  cannot  carry  county  or  agricultural  members,  who  do 
out  now;  in  Wales  or  elsewhere,  not  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  tiie 
The  only  information  which  I  have  been  towns,  and  we  would  rather  have  a 
able  to  ascertain  is  derived  from  a  corres-  separate  Department  in  London  than 
pondence  between  my  Department  and  i  a  body  which  can  but  have  little 
gentlemen  from  Wales  in  1892.  I  do  not  t  experience  of  what  we  want."  One 
know  whether  the  suggestions  then  other  point  has  been  dealt  with  lightly, 
made  still  hold  good,  but  if  they  did  still '  and  treated  as  if  it  were  of  no 
hold  good,  I  should  have  a  great  deal  to  importance  at  aD,  namely,  the  provision 
say  in  criticism  of  them.  If  they  do  not ,  of  a  proper  staff  of  experts  and  the  cost, 
still  hold  good,  then  I  submit  to  the  In  regard  to  some  of  the  powers  in  the 
Housethat  we  are  in  complete  ignorance  schedule,  they  could  only  be  exercised 
as  to  what  this  new  Joint  f^ard  would  by  a  Government  Department,  provided 
do.  that  we  know  nothing  as  to  its  con-  with  the  very  best  expert  assistance.  We 
gtitution,  and  that  we  would  not  be  ha  vet  he  ad  vantage  in  our  Medical  Depart- 
justified  in  making  such  a  great  change    ment,  our  Surveyors  and   Engineering 
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Department,  and  our  Architect  Depart- 
ment, of  men  who  have  worked  under 
and  for  the  local  authorities,  and  who 
have  technical  and  expert  knowledge  o( 
the    highest    possible    kind.      Let   the 
County  Councils  understand,  if  they  have 
seriously  made  up  their  minds  to  take 
these  powers  from  the  central  depart- 
ment, that,   whereas  the   cost  relating 
to  them  is  now  being  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment, it  would  in  future  fall  upon  the 
local  authorities.    I   doubt   very  much 
whether  many  County  Councils,  when 
they  find  that  they  will  have  to  employ 
an  expert  staff  and  pay  it,  will  relish 
this  considerable  addition  to  their  dignity 
and  power.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Fife  ridiculed  those  who 
said  that  they  were  in  favour  of  devolu- 
tion,  but  were  yet  unwilling   to  give 
practical  effect  to  it.     I  deny  altogether 
that  there  is  any   justification  for   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  position.     He  is 
not  entitled  to  say  that  we  are  not  in 
favour  of  devolution   because  we  vote 
4^nst  this  particular  form  of  it.    The 
difficulty  of  giving  effect  to  the  theory 
is  almost  insuperable  except  with  regard 
to  powers  which  are  thoroughly   worth 
transfering.     Hdding  these  views,  and 
helieving  also  that  the  Bill  is  open   to 
much  greater  criticism,  I  find  it  impos- 
sible to  accept  the  suggestion  that  we 
should  support  the  Second  Reading  or 
isonsent  to  send  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee.     I    shall,    without    hesitation, 
support  the   Amendment   of  my  hon. 
iriend. 


(5.10.)  Sm  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
^Monmouthshire,  W.) :  I  have  listened  to 
the  whole  of  this  very  able  debate,  and  I 
have  been  endeavouring  to  discover  what 
are  the  real  objections  to  this  Bill.     I 

Mr.  JFalter  Long. 


thought  I   should  have  learned    them 

from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  all 

his  great  authority  and  experience,  but 

I  am  still  unable  to  discover  them.     The 

arguments    in  favour    of    the  general 

principle  of  the  Bill  were  stated  early  in 

the  debate  by  my  right  hon,  friend  the 

Member  for  East  Fife  with  his   usual 

remarkable  ability,  and  I  will  therefore 

not  enter  on  a  discussion  of  the  general 

merits  of   devolution.     The   right  hon. 

Gentleman  objected  to  a  remark  of  my 

right  hon.   friend  that  the  peo^de  who 

declared  themselves  to  be  in  favour  of 

devolution  in  general  were  against  it  in 

practice.     I  must  say  that  I  think  that 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  has 

given  a  remarkable  example  of  the  truth 

of  that  remark.     How  does  this  proposal 

differ  in  fact  from  the  proposal   of  his 

own    Government   in    1888 1     In    my 

opinion  there  is  no  difference. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  More  than 
half  of  the  powers  in  the  schedule  of 
the  present  Bill  were  not  contained  in 
the  Government  Bill  at  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  under- 
stood from  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Somerset  that  the  schedule  to  this  Bill 
followed  almost  exactly  that  proposed  by 
the  County  Council  Association,  which 
cannot  be  such  a  very  malignant  pro- 
position.   Besides,  I  entirely  deny  that 
the  Bill   depends    on    the     particulars 
contained  in  the  schedule.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  have  argued  that 
some  of  the  particulars  ought  not  to  be 
in  the  schedule,  but  that  is  entirely  a 
question   of    detail,    and    has    nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  question  of  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill.    Therefore 
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I  affirm  that  this  Bill  in  principle,  and  '  Local  Government  Board  ?    Where  is  the 

in  its  main  details,  is  in  point  of  fact  the   opposition  to  the  Bill  1     In  this  question 

aort  of  legislation  which  was  proposed  by  i  of  devolution  you  have  to  consider  the 

the    Government    in    1888.     We    have  '  feeling  of  the  community,  and  to  regard 

heard  most  instructive  speeches  in  favour  ;  the  possibility  of  bringing  the  local  action 

of  the  Bill  from  Gentlemen  who  are  not    of  the  community  to  bear  upon  their  own 

representatives    of     Wales.      The    hon.  '  interests.     In  Wales  the  sentiment  of  the 

Member  for  South  Tyrone,  who  has  been  |  community  is  practically  unanimous  in 

an  able  member  of  the  Local  Govern-   favour  of    this  Bill.      Is  that  denied  ? 

ment    Board,    has   pointed   out  that   a   The    hon.  Member  for  the  Montgomery 

powerful  Committee   was  appointed   in    Boroughs  opposed  the  Second  Reading. 

1898  to  consider  this  matter,  and  that ,  but  from  the  concluding  portion  of  his 

the  only  reason  they  did  not  recommend   speech    I  gathered    that    he   was   half- 

the   adoption    of,    practically    speaking,    disposed  to  vote  for  it.      That  is  not  a*^ 

the    principles    of    this    Bill    was     the    all  a  characteristic  of  Welsh  opposition. 

opposition  of  the  non-county  boroughs.    I  hope  our  opposition  does  not   usually 

But  what  evidence  is  there  to  counter-    end  with  a  conclusion  of  that  sort.   Then 

vail  the  asseition  of  the  Welsh  Members   the    Member    for   Newport    is    opposed 

that    the    county     boroughs    are     not    to  the   Bill     He   rather  disavows  the 

opposed  to  it  in  Wales  1    The  right  hon.    Welsh  character  of  Monmouthshire,  but 

Grentleman  surmises  that  there  may  be    he,  at  all  events,  is  speaking  contrary  to 

such  opposition,  but  I  venture  to  think    the  opinion  of  his  own  County  Council. 

that  the  representatives  of  Wales  know  ^  That    is    really    the    character    of    the 

more  about  that  than  he  can  possibly    opposition  to  the  Bill.     You  have  here  a 

do.     So  far  as  that  goes  it  appears  to  me    considerable  community  with  interests  of 

that  the  main  foundation  of  his  opposi-   its  own — people  who  are  anxious  for  a 

tion  to  this  proposal  is  condemned  by  the    delegation  of  these  powers.    You   have 

action  of  his  own  Government  in  1888    the  fact  that  a  Conservative  Government 

and  1889.     All  he  says  is  that  there  are    made  proposals  practically  identical  with 

things  in  this  schedule  which  were  not ;  these,  which  were  suspended  for  a  time 

in    the  Provisional   Order  of    1889.     If   on  the  ground  of  an  opposition  which 

that    is  80,  they  can   be  struck  out   in  |  does  not  exist  in  Wales.     You  have  the 

Committee.    That  is  not  an  argument   strong  support  of  the  hon.  Member  for 

against  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill.    East  Somersetshire,  who  represents  the 

^^^        .      ,       .        .         r  XX7  y         -.L    opinion    of    English    Councils    on    this 
What  li  the  situation  of  Wales  with      ^  ,  .  . 

^     ^  .     .      matter.       In    my    opinion,    you    have* 

regard  to  this  matter  %    As  everybody  .  u  j      r       j 

^^  „,  .       .  .  1   ;  therefore,  the  strongest  body  of  evidenoe 

will  admit,   Wales    is    a   country   with  i  J^  "L  ^, 

you  possibly  could  have  atnrmmg  the 
wants,  habits,  and  customs  of  its  own.        . 

;  pnnciple  of  this  Bui. 
It  therefore  requires  what  may  be  called 


local  treatment  perhaps  more  than  other 


Then  I  come  to  the  second  part  of  the 


parte  of  the  United  Kingdom.     Why  in  j  Bill,  to  whichjthe  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  world  should  not  the  Welsh  people   objects.      He    asks    what    possible    ad- 


administer  those  afiairs  quite  as  well  as 
or  even  better  than  the  experts  of  the 


vantage    could     be    obtained    by    this 
authorised  combination  of  counties.    The 
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advantage  is  perfectly  obvious.  You 
could  have  a  joint  staflf,  and  it  would  be 
an  advantage  in  many  ways.  If  objec- 
tion is  taken  to  the  operation  of  the 
Joint  Board,  that  again  is  a  question  for 
Committee.  The  Bill  proposes  to  give  to 
the  Welsh  people  power  to  do  what  they 
are  perfectly  competent  to  do  with  a 
better  knowledge  than  any  central 
authority  can  possibly  have,  and  it  would 
relieve  a  Department  which  is  con- 
fessedly over-charged.    As  I  said  at  the 


beginning,  I  have  listened  to  this  debate, 
but^I  am  unable  t^o  find  in  the  argu- 
ments against  the  Bill  any  reason  for 
refusing  it  a  Second  Reading,  and 
certainly  1  shall  give  it  my  sincere 
support. 

(5.21)  Question  put. 

The  HoU6e  divided :— Ayes,  1 63 ;  Noes, 
201.     (Division  List  No.  115.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  Williani(Cork,N.  E. ) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
A  "her,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 

liayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont, Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bell,  Richard 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Blake,  Edward 
Bolion,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 


Cdldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carvill,  PatrickGeo.  Hamilton 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
('raig,  Robert  Hunter 
Crean,  Eu^ue 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

J  »avie8,M.  Vaughan-(Cardiean 

Delany,  William 

Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

D-nelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn.  Sir  William 


Edwards,  Frank 
Evans,SirFrancisH(Maid8tone 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 


Fen  wick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Furness,  Sir  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt  Hn.HerbertJohn 

Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edv  ard  (Berwick) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 


Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hammond,  John 
Harcourt,  RtHon.SirWilliam 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(MerthyrTyd  vil 
Harmswortli,  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.Charles  H. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  ( Bristol .  E. ) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife, West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William(C'marvon8hire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kitson,  Sir  James 


Langley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lee8e,Sir  JosephF.  ( Accrington 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 


Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 


MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  (iordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Crae,  George 
M'Govern,  T. 
M*Kean,  John 
M^Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
M*Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Moi^an,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Murphy,  John 


Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolar,Col.  JohnP.  (Galway  J^. ) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  W^illans 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (KUkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jame8(wick  low,  W. 
0'Donnell,T.( Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O' K  elly,  J  ames,  Roscommon,  N 

O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 


Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  J.  A-  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pease,  Sb  Joseph  W.(Darhten) 
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Perks,  Robert  William 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 


Rea,RiiBeell 

Reokitt,  Harold  James 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  JohnE.(Waterford) 

Reed,  Sir  Edw.  JamesiCardiff) 

Reid,Sir  R.ThreHhie(  Dumfries 

Ri<g,  Richard 

RoTwrts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 

Roche,  John 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Russell,  T.  W. 


Schwann,  Charles  E. 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  H.) 


Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,RtHnC.  R.  (Northants 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 


Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  ( Bamsley) 
Wason,Eagene(Clackmannan) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick(Meath,North) 
Whiteley  ,(;eorKe(  York,  W.  R. ) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 


Tennant,  Harold  John 

Thomas,  Abel(  Carmarthen,  E. ) 

Thomas,  Alfred(Glamorgan,E.    Young,  Samuel 

Thomas,F. Freeman- (Hastings  i  YoxaB,  James  Henry 

Thomas,JA(Glamorgan,Gower 

Thomson,  F.W.  (York,W.  R.)  . 

Tomkinson,  James 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 


Cre,  Alexander 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Brynmor  Jones  and 
Mr.  Herbert  Roberts. 


NOES. 


AeUind-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agjr-Ciardner,  James  Tynte 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Auson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Amold-Forster.  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  Williaoi 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Ba^ot,Capt..losceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Bainl,  John  (ieorge  Alexinder 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(ManchV 
Balfour,HtHn(;errtld  W.(  Lee<l8 
Balfour,  Kenneth  K.(Christch. 
Banbury,  Fretierick  George 
Bartley,  (ieorge  C.  T. 
Beach,  RtHn.  SirMichael  Hicks 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Cohmel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,  Capt.H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Bowle«,T.(;ib«on(  King  sLynn) 
Bra«se^,  Alliert 
Brookneld,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Brymcr,  William  Ernest 
Butcher,  John  (reorge 

Campbell,RtHnJ.  A.  (Glasgow) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,V.C.  W.  (D'rbyshire 
Cayier,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Eyeljm  (Aston  Manor) 
<'ecil,  Lord  Hugh  ((Greenwich) 
<  'hamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chamberlayne,  T.(S'thampten 
Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
C*hapman,  Edward 


Charrint'ton,  Si>encer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Colien,  Itenjainin  Louis 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colom  b,SirJohnCharles  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbitt,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 


Dalkeith,  Eari  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon- Hartland,SirFr'dDL\on 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dumiiig-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke.  RtHon.  Sir  WUliamHart 


Euerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 


Fel]owe8,Hon.i\ilwyn  Edward 
Ferguswon,  RtHn.  Sir  J.  (Manc'r 
Finch,  (ieorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitziierald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitzroy,Hon.  EdwardAlgemon 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,PhiliiKS.(Warwick,S.W 


Gartit,  William 

(iibbs,  Hn  A.  G.  H.  (CityofLond. 


Godson,SirAugn8tusFrederick 
Gordon,Hn.  J.  E.  (Elffin&Nairn 
Gore,  Hon.  8.  F.0nn8Dy-(Linc. ) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  WalfordD.  ( W'dnesbury 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Grttton,  John 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 


Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Rt,  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marqof  ( Londonderry 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Heath,  Arthur  Howara(  Han  lev 
Heath,James(Stafford8,N.  W. ) 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Henuon  -  H  odge,  RobertTrot  ter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hope,J.  F  (Sheffield,Bri^ht«ide 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Roliert  Paterson 
Ho  ward ,  J  ohn  ( Ken  t,  F*  versham 
Howard,J.(Midd.,Tottenham) 
Hoziei,Hon.JamesHenryCecil 


Jackson,  Rt.Hon.Wm.  Lawiee 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Captain  HerbertMerton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 


Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop) 
Knowles,  Lees 


Laurie,  Lieut^-Greneral 
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Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,Rt.  Hn.  WUliamEdw.H. 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erukine 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(Bri8tol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 


Macartney,RtHnW.G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthar,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Killop,Jame8(Stirling8hire) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
Massey-Main  waring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Maxwell,  W.J.H(D'mfriePshire 
Middlemore,J'hnThrogmorton 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Monta^a,Hon.  J.  Scott(Hant8. ) 
More,Roht.  J  a8per(  Shropshire ) 
Morgan,Hn.  Fred.(Monm'thsh, 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArtharH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Grav  C. 
Marray,RtHn  A.Graham(  Bate 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 


Nir^holffon,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
(^rr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
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Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robiert 


Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbeit 


Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rollic,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 


Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  B,(IsleonVight 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  ( Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,Abel  H.( Hertford, East) 
Smith, James  Parker  (Lanarks 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W.Bromwcih) 
Stanley,Edwar(l  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stewart,Sir  MarkJ.M*Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlej 
Start,  Hon.  Humphrey  Napier 
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Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury)       |  Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(OxfdUniv. 
Pease, Herbert  Pi ke(D'rlington    Thorlmrn,  Sir  Walter 


Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Take,  Sir  John  Batty 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Vincent,  Col .  SirCEH(Sheffield 


Walrond,RtHn.SirWyiiamH. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leelie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
WaBon,JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Welby,Lt.  Col.  ACE(Taunton ) 
Welby,SirCharle8G.E.(Notts) 
Whiteley,H.  ( Ashtonund,Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil8on,J.  W.(Worce8tenih.N. ) 
WUsonTodd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.E.R.(Bath 
WolflF,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wor8ley.raylor,Henry  Wilson 
Wri^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 


Younger,  William 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Colonel  Wyndham -Quin 
and  Mr.  Guest. 


Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  put  oS  for  six  months. 

MEAT  MARKING  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

SAVINGS  BANKS  FUNDS  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Sir 
Andrew  Agnew,  Mr.  Banbury,  Mr. 
Hartley,  Mr.  John  Campbell,  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Faber,  Mr.  Garfit,  Sir  Brampton 
Gurdon,  Mr.  Holland,  Sir  Joseph  Pease, 
Mr.  O'Shaughnessy,  Sir  Albert  RolKt, 
Mr.  Warr,  and  Sir  James  Woodhouse 
nominated  Members  of  the  Committee  I 
on  Savings  Banks  Funds.  ! 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  quorum. — 
{Mr,  Chancellor  of  tlie  Ejrdiequer,) 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 
Second  Report  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  144.] 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 
Fourth  Report  brought  up,  and  read  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five    minates 
before  Six  oVlock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Thursday,  11  th  April,  1902. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk,  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
^    following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 

^        Middlesex  County  Council  Tramways. 

-§        The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
=:^  Table. 

2    ISLINGTON   AND    EUSTON    RAILWAY 
^  BILL  [H.L.] 

H        Petition  for  additional  provision,  of  the 

X  City  and  South  London  Railway  Company 

^  and   certain  promoters  of  the   Islington 

-i  and  Euston  Kailway  Bill,  together  with 

c  proposed   Amendments    and   clauses  an- 

-^  nexed  thereto ;  read  and  referred  to  the 

^  Examiners. 


:3 


CLAY  CROSS  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committed;  the  Com- 
"5  mittee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
I    of  Selection. 

t    NORTH  WARWICKSHIRE  WATER  BILL. 

I    BRIGHTON  AND   ROTtlNGDEAN    SEA- 
^.      SHORE  ELECTRIC  TRAMROAD  BILL, 

i^  FAREHAM  GAS  BILL, 

r^  LEICESTERSHIRE     AND      WARWICK- 
"^         SHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL, 


EAST  WORCESTERSHIRE  WATER  BILL. 
Read  2*,  and  committed. 

MANCHESTER  DISTRICT  TELEPHONE 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.], 

NATIONAL     TELEPHONE      COMPANY 
(MANCHESTER  AREA)  BILL  [h.l.], 

Read  2*  (according  to  order). 
BIRMINGHAM    ASSAY    OFFICE     BILL 

[H.L  ], 

PLYMOUTH,  DEVONPORT,  AND  SOUTH- 
WESTERN  JUNCTION  RAILWAY 
BILL[H.L.]. 

Bead  3*  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


CENTRAL  LONDON    RAILWAY    (NEW 
LINES)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Standing  Order  No.  92  considered 
(according  to  order)  and  dispensed  with, 
with  respect  to  a  Petition  of  Kinsman 
Hichens  and  others.  Leave  given  to 
present  the  said  Petition. 

GRAND  JUNCTION  WATER  BILL, 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL, 

TICEHURST  WATER  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1% 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE  REPORTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  2763.  United  States  (Chicago,  etc). 
No.  2764.  Greece  (Thessaly). 
No.  2765.  France  (Nantes). 
No.  2766.  Turkey  (Trebizond). 
No.  2767.  Argentine       Confederation 
(BuenoB  Ayres). 

GOLD  COAST. 

Correspondence  relating    to   Ashanti, 
1901. 

COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 

No.  353.    Southern   Nigeria:    Report 
for  1900. 

CYPRUS. 
Report  for  1900-1901. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

EGYPTIAN  GUARANTEED  LOAN,  1886. 

Account  for  the  year  ended  Slst 
March,  1902. 

GREEK  LOAN,  1898. 

Account  for  the  year  ended  diet 
March,  1901. 

LOCAL  LOANS  FUND  (ACCOUNTS, 
1900-1901). 

Accounts  of  receipts  and  payments  by 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of 
the  National  Debt  in  respect  of  the 
capital  and  income  of  the  Local  Loans 
Fund,  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  March 
1901  ;  together  with  the  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  thereon 
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SUPERANNUATION  (PROFESSIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS). 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  10th  April, 
1902,  declaring  that,  for  the  due  and 
efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  Administrative  Examiner  (En- 
dowed Schools),  under  the  Board  of 
Education,  South  Kensington,  profes- 
sional or  other  peculiar  qualifications 
not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the 
public  service  are  required. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
.    ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

Read  3*  (according  to  order)^  and 
passed. 

ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  tomorrow. 

MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL  [h.l.] 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

♦Lord  MONKSWT.LL  :  My  Lords, 
this  Bill  is  designed  to  remove  a 
grievance  which  is  felt  by  musical 
publishers  and  composers.  It  simply 
reprints  and  applies  to  musical  copy- 
right four  clauses  of  the  Copyright 
Bui  which  passed  your  Lordships'  House 
in  1 900,  with  the  object  of  gi ving^ditional 
and  summary  powers  for  the  express 
purpose  of  stopping  the  piracy  of 
musiciil  works.  My  first  feeling  was  to 
refuse  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
piecemeal  legislation  in  the  matter  of 
copyright,  but  I  soon  found  that  the 
evil  in  the  case  of  musical  copyright 
was  such  a  very  serious  one  that  it  was 
desirable  to  introduce  this  Bill.  This 
view  is  endorsed  by  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  Lord  Thring  and  by  Lord  Knuts- 
ford,  both  of  whom  took  an  active  part 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Copyright 
Committee. 

By  Clause  1,  any  person  printing, 
selling,  distributing,  or  importing  any 
pirated  musical  work  shall  be  hable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  five  pounds  for 
every  copy  so  dealt  with,  such  fine  not 
to  exceed  in  the  whole  fifty  pounds  in 
respect    of    any    one    transaction.      By 


Clause  2,  Sub-section  1,  a  specially- 
authorised  constable  may  seize,  without 
warrant,  pirated  copies  hawked  or  carried 
about,  and  bring  them  before  a  court  of 
summary  jurisdiction,  which  may  order 
them  to  be  destroyed  or  to  be  delivered 
to  the  owner  ;  and  by  Sub-section  2  of  the 
same  clause  a  search  warrant  may  be 
granted  by  a  court  of  summary  jurisdic- 
tion to  search  for  and  seize  pirated 
copies  reasonably  believed  to  be  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  Clause  3^ 
provides  that  a  constable  authorised  by 
the  apparent  owner  of  any  musical  copy- 
right may  seize  pirated  copies  being 
hawked  about  and  ofiered  for  sale. 

I  have  received  a  great  many  com- 
munications from  musical  composers  and 
publishers  of  music  testifying  to  the  need 
for  such  summary  remedy.  One  of  the 
largest  firms  of  music  publishers — Messrs. 
Boosey — inform  me  that  many  of  their 
popular  songs  have  been  pirated  and  sold, 
that  no  publisher's  name  is  printed  on  these 
pirated  songs,  and  that  unless  some 
steps  are  immediately  taken  a  large  and 
valuable  industry  will  utterly  collapse. 
Enclosed  with  that  letter  was  a  pirated 
copy  of  a  song  entitled  "  The  Holy  City," 
and  although  the  copyright  price — Is.  4d. 
— is  placed  in  the  corner,  the  song  is 
being  sold  in  the  streets  for  a  few  |)ence 
per  copy.  This  afternoon  I  also  received 
from  Messrs.  Boosey  a  copy  of  a  pirate's 
catalogue  of  music.  It  is  headed,  **  To 
all  whom  it  may  concern,"  and  it 
proceeds  - 

"  Sir  or  Madam,  '. 

"Having  purchased  an  enorhtons 
quantity  of  higli  -  class  muMic,  I  am  '  Able 
to  8ui)pfy  the  following  Aongs  at  ridiculously 
low  prices.  *' 

Then  follows  a  long  list  of  the  most 
popular  songs  of  the  day ;  but  no  name 
being  attached,  it  is  impossible  to  trace 
the  printers.  What  is  desired  is  a 
summary  remedy  for  this  kind  of  thing. 
At  present,  as  soon  as  a  song  becomes 
popular,  copies  of  it  are  secretly  prijlted 
and  hawked  about  in  the  principal 
thoroughfares  of  all  towns  and  cities  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  music  is  in 
all  respects  identical  with  the  legitimate 
copies,  except  that  it  is  printed  on  inferior 
paper,  and  is  retailed  at  about  twopence 
instead  of  two  shillings  per  copy.  The 
only  remedy  that  exists  at  present 
is  by  action  for  injunction  or  d^^ima^ea, 
and  both  remedies  are  absolutely  useTees 
and  inadequate  in  the  majority  of  eases. 
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Your  Lordships  may  perhaps  have  ob- 
served that  Messrs.  Boosey  the  other 
day  obtained  XI 15  damages  against  some 
defendants  in  respect  of  pirated  music; 
but  the  firm  informs  me  that  the  defend- 
ants say  they  cannot  pay  and  that  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  get  the  money. 
IVuring  the  last  few  years  the  piracy  of 
musical  copyright  has  enormously  in- 
creased, and  has  now  reached  such  alarm- 
ing proportions  that  it  is  having  a 
paralysing  effect  on  the  legitimate  trade 
in  musical  works.  The  Press  has  been 
full  of  complaints  with  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  it  is  high  time  something 
was  done. 

I  have  been  in  communication  with 
several  Members  of  the  other  House  with 
regard  to  this  Bill,  and  it  has  been  re- 
presented to  me  that  a  good  deal  of 
objection  may  possibly  be  taken  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  Sub-section  2  of 
Clause  2,  giving  a  power  of  search  to  a 
constable.  I  shall  be  very  sorry  if  that 
Mib-soction  has  to  be  dropped  from  the 
Hill,  but,  at  the  same  time,  rather  than 
get  nothing,  I  shall  be  quite  content  to  i 
move  its  omission  at  a  later  stage  should  ' 
your  Lordships  be  good  enough  to  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole 
House  tomorrow. 

MARINE  INSURANCE  BILL  [h.l.]. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The    lord     CHANCELLOR     (the 
Earl  of  Halsburt)  explained  that  this 
was  a  measure  to  codify  the  law  relating 
to  marine  insurance.    The  Bill  also  con- 
tained several  Amendments  of  a  technical , 
nature,  which  he  did  not  imagine  their ; 
Lordships  would  wish  to  discuss.     The  ' 
Bill   was  a  very  desirable   one,  and  he  \ 
trusted   the     House    would    give    it  a 
Second  Reading. 

Bill  read  2"  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  tomorrow. 

MATRIMONIAL   CAUSES   ACTS   AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [H.L.  J. 

[Second  Rkadin<j.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 


The  Kvrl  of  HALSBURY  said  the 
Bill  was  intended  to  amend  the  Matri- 
monial Causes  Acts,  1857  and  1866,  by 
extending  the]  powers  of  the  Court  in 
relation  to  alimony  and  leave  to  inter- 
vene. In  this  way  one  or  two  defects  in 
the  administration  of  the  law  would  be 
remedied. 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  tomorrow. 

NAVAL  PRIZE  BILL  [h.l.]. 

On  the  order  to  go  into  Committee  on 
this  BiU, 

The  Earl  of  HALSBURY  said  it 
was  intended  to  consdidate,  with  Amend- 
ments, the  enactments  relating  to  Naval 
prize  of  war. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

Bill  reported  without  amendment,  and 
re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

THE  SUGAR  CONFERENCE. 

♦Lord  PIRBRIGHT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  French 
Yellow-book,  containing  all  the  diplo- 
matic documents  relating  to  the  Sugar 
Conferences  of  1898  and  1901-2,  together 
with  full  reports  of  all  the  meetings  of 
the  two  Conferences,  has  been  published 
in  Paris  by  the  French  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs;  and  whether  he  will 
now  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
corresponding  documents  in  English. 

♦  The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIK8  (the  Marquess  of 
Lansdowxe)  :  My  Lords,  we  have  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  the  French  Yellow-book 
containing  documents  relating  to  the 
Conference  of  1 898,  and  also  to  the  recent 
Confereiue  of  1901-2.  The  Papers  re- 
lating to  the  firnt  of  those  two  Conferences 
were  presented  in  1898,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  to  obtain  a  copy  of  them  for 
the  noble  lx>rd  if  he  desires  it.  With 
regard  to  the  Papers  relating  to  ihe 
recent  Conference,  we  are  at  the  prosont 
moment  preparing  a  Blue-book,  and  I 
hope  to  lay  it  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
early  next  week,  probably  on   Tuesday. 
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I  do  not  propose  to  include  in  the  Blue- 
book  the  whole  of  the  proc^s-verbaux  of 
the  recent  Conference.  They  cover  over 
400  pages  of  printed  matter,  and  I 
believe  that  the  information  which  they 
contain  is  sufficiently  summarised  in 
the  Papers  which  we  intend  to  present. 
The  proch-verhaxLz  are,  moreover,  in 
French,  and  I  think  that  it  would  involve 
needless  time  and  trouble  to  prepare  an 
English  version  of  them,  which  I  gather 
is  suggested  in  the  noble  Lord's  Question. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  put  a  copy  of  the 
French  Yellow-book  in  the  library  for 
reference  if  the  noble  Lord  desires  it. 

♦Lord  PIRRRTGHT  :  I  should  like  to 
ask  whether  it  is  not  the  case  that  in 
respect  of  the  Conference  of  1 887-8,  the 
prorh-rerlniux  were  printed  in  French, 
and  afterwards  translated  and  printed  in 
English  ? 

♦  The  Marqitkss  of  LANSDOWNE  :  I 
believe  that  to  be  the  case,  but  obviously 
the  task  of  translating  a  great  mass  of 
documents  of  that  kind  is  a  very  serious 
one,  and  I  do  not  think  we  should  l>e 
justified  in  undertaking  it,  unless  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  public  information. 

STATE    OF    MILITARY    SUPPLIES 

IN    1895. 

♦  Lord  MONKSWELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government  if 
it  is  the  fact  that  in  October,  1894,  con- 
tracts had  been  entered  into  with 
private  firms  for  a  supply  of  cordite,  and 
that  no  other  contract  with  private  firms 
for  land  purposes  was  found  necessary 
till  February,  1899  ;  and  to  ask  on  what 
grounds  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
supply  of  cordite  and  small  arms  am- 
munition was  insufficient  when  the  late 
Government  quitted  office  in  1895  is 
based ;  and  to  move  for  Papers.  I  desire, 
in  the  first  place,  to  remove  a  misappre- 
hension under  which  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  apparently  labours.  On  a  former 
occasion,  when  I  proposed  to  move  my 
Motion  in  another  form,  the  noble 
Marquess  said  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  have  time  to  prepare  his  defence, 
thereby  conveying  the  impression  that  I 
was  the  aggressor.  But,  my  Lords,  T 
am  not  the  aggressor  in  this  matter.  I 
am  merely  defending   myself  against    a 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme. 


bitter  and  serious  attack.  Surely  it  is 
my  duty,  as  well  as  my  right,  to  defend 
myself,  and  the  Grovemment  of  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  a  member,  from 
such  an  attack  as  that  which  has  been 
made.  It  has  been  said  that,  if  the 
attack  deserved  to  be  met  at  all,  it 
ought  to  be  met  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. 1  scarcely  think  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  leads  the  House  of 
Commons  would  be  obliged  to  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Prime  Minister  for  the 
suggestion  that  this  question  should  be 
raised  there.  The  House  of  Commons 
has  plenty  to  do  with  its  Rules  of  Pro- 
^•dure  and  with  two  most  important 
and  contentious  Bills  recently  introduced 
— those  relating  to  Irish  Land  and  the 
Education  BiU.  The  Leader  of  the 
other  House  will,  therefore,  not  be 
obliged  to  the  Prime  Minister  for  suggest- 
ing that  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 
should  move  the  adjournment  in  order 
to  discuss  the  criticisms  of  the  Secretary 
for  War. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  LORD 
PRIVY  SEAL  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  :  My  contention  was  one 
affecting  the  order  and  practice  of  Parlia- 
ment It  is  not  our  business  here  to 
settle  disputes  that  have  arisen  in  the 
other  House,  and  it  is  not  the  business 
of  the  other  House  to  settle  disputes  that 
have  arisen  here.  Elach  House  must 
settle  its  own  affairs.  It  will  be  endless 
if  we  have  to  settle  here  every  difficulty 
that  has  arisen  in  the  other  House  simply 
because  the  House  of  Commons,  owing 
to  the  growth  of  business  of  another 
character,  has  not  the  time  to  settle  it. 

♦Lord  MONKSWELL :  I  do  not  think 
that  the  rule  enunciated  by  the  noble 
Marquess  has  been  strictly  observed. 
In  the  year  1893,  when  the  Home  Rule 
Bill  was  before  the  House,  the  Earl 
of  Selborne,  a  distinguished  predecessor 
of  the  noble  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  not 
only  referred  to  statements  made  in  that 
session  in  the  other  House,  but  quoted  a 
passage  from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Asquith. 
Surely  this  is,  to  some  extent  at  all 
events,  a  matter  of  convenience,  and  not 
of  strict  constitutional  procedure.  Here 
this  matter  can  be  discussed  at  any 
length  that  noble  Lords  please  without 
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in  the  least  interfering  with  public  busi- 
ness and  without  any  damage  to  the 
prospects  of  legislation.  The  defeat  of 
the  late  Government  in  1895  was  in 
more  ways  than  one  a  very  remarkable 
oircumstanee.  It  was  remarkable  in 
the  first  place  because  the  House  was 
induced  to  take  the  opinion  of  a  then 
priyate  Member  with  regard  to  the 
important  question  as  to  what  reserve 
of  ammunition  was  or  was  not  sufficient, 
instead  of  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  his  responsible  expert  ad- 
visers; and  it  was  remarkable  in  the 
second  place  because  the  defeat  took 
place  contrary  to  the  confident  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  are  generally  well- 
informed  in  such  matters.  I  do  not 
desire  to  go  into  ancient  history.  I 
should  be  perfectly  content  to  let  bygones 
be  bygones ;  but  this  question  has  been 
raised  quite  gratuitously  in  the  form  of 
a  very  serious  attack.  My  object  tonight 
is  to  nail  to  the  counter  a  false  coin 
which  has  been  current  in  certain  circles 
for  seven  years  past.  I  credit  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  and  the  noble 
Marquess  with  believing  at  the  time, 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  then 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  War  Office 
experts,  that  large  reserves  of  small  arms 
ammunition  were  desirable,  and  even  of 
considerable  importance.  But  I  find  it 
a  little  difficult  to  credit  them  with  any 
very  strong  feeling  in  the  matter ;  and  I 
will  explain  why.  When  the  late  Govern- 
ment was  turned  out  of  office,  a  small 
Supplementary  Vote  of  £70,000,  as  well 
as  £40,000,  saved  by  the  out-going 
Government  owing  to  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  materials,  was  taken  for  small 
arms  ammunition,  though  the  statement 
had  been  made  that  there  was  a  shortage 
of  80,000,000  cartridges.  It  was  stat^ 
that,  instead  of  a  reserve  of  40,000,000 
or  60,000,000,  we  ought  to  have  had  a 
reserve  of  130,000,000. 

The    Marquess    op     SALISBURY: 
Whom  by  ] 

♦Lord  MONKSWELL  :  That  was  the 
statement  of  the  present  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  ana  from  the  speech  of 
the  C(Jonial  Secretary  I  infer  that  he 
thought  the  shortage  amounted  to 
something  like  500,000,000  rounds  of 
ammunition.    The  £110,000  which  was 


asked  for  by  the  new  Grovernment  would 
have  provided  only  25,000,000  rounds ; 
and  having  asked  for  so  little  where  so 
much  might  have  been  expected,  one 
might  suppose  that  the  new  Government 
would  at  least  have  taken  care  that  they 
got  what  they  asked.  This  point  is  so 
important  that  I  trust  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  quote  the  words  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  State  for  War  in 
the  session  of  1895.  The  right  hon 
Gentleman  protested  strongly  because 
the  supplies  were  sometimes  delivered 
late  by  the  contractors,  and  he  added — 

'*We  have  laid  it  down  for  our  special 
guidance  that  it  is  not  sufiicient  to  take  the 
vote  and  give  the  order,  but  that  we  must 
receive  the  ammunition." 

I  have  looked  into  the  Appropriation 
Accounts  for  the  year  1895-6,  and  I  find 
that  of  the  small  sum  of  £70,000  asked 
for  in  the  Supplementary  Estimate,  less 
than  half  was  spent  in  the  vear,  owing, 
as  it  was  explained,  *'  to  aelay  in  the 
delivery  of  trade  supplies."  The  sum 
unexpended  at  the  end  of  the  financial 
year  was  X39,326.  Notwithstanding 
the  original  statement  that  we  were 
80,000,000  cartridges  short,  the  Govern- 
ment only  asked  for  25,000,000,  and  of 
that  number  they  receiv^  a  paltry 
15,000,000  or  so.  Is  it  conceivable  that 
if  Parliament  had  known  what  was  to 
happen  it  would  have  turned  out  the 
late  Government  ]  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  Government  sat  still  under 
this  breach  of  contract,  which,  according 
to  their  previous  statements,  must  have 
seriously  menaced  the  safety  of  the 
Empire;  whether  they  punished  the 
contractors;  whether  these  contractors 
still  supply  the  War  Office;  and  whether 
the  Government  will  publish  the  corres- 
pondence which  must  have  taken  place 
between  the  War  OflSce  and  the  con- 
tractors. You  may  depend  upon  it  that 
contractors  will  not  make  contracts 
which  they  cannot  fulfil  if  they  know 
that  a  penalty  will  be  exacted,  and  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  a  penalty 
was  enforced  in  this  case. 

I  would  further  ask  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Foreign  Secretary  to  say  whether  it 
is  not  the  fact  that  during  the  time  that 
he  was  Secretary  of  State  for  War  the 
reserve  of  small  arms  ammunition  fell 
below  the  amount  at  which  it  stood 
when  the  late  Government  was  turned 
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out  of  office.  I  can  understand  that 
seven  years  ago  the  present  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  and  the  noble  Marquess 
were  persuaded  that  large  reserves  were 
desirable,  but  I  cannot  understand  how 
that  belief  can  have  survived  the  experi- 
ence of  the  war.  How  can  it  be  main- 
tained that  if  we  had  been  in  power  when 
the  war  began  a  want  of  ammunition 
would  have  compelled  us  to  clear  out  of 
South  Africa  in  three  months  1  That 
is  the  accusation  which  has  been  brought 
against  us.  What  has  happened  1  It 
has  been  shown  that  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Banner  man's  provision  for  the  supply  of 
cordite  was  ample  ;  it  has  been  admitted 
that  the  contracts  he  made  in  1894 
sufficed  till  February,  1899.  The  noble 
Marquess  may  say  that,  although  he 
made  ample  contracts  for  cordite,  he 
did  not  make  ample  contracts  for  the 
supply  of  cartridges.  1  would  remind 
the  noble  Marquess  that  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  was  the  first  to  put  the 
supply  of  cordite  cartridges  out  to  con- 
tract,* and  that  he  entered  into  two 
experimental  contracts,  capable  of  in- 
definite expansion,  each  for  the  supply 
of  5,000,000  cartridges,  to  be  delivered 
within  the  year. 

The  only  issue,  therefore,  appears  to 
be  between  storage  and  manufacture. 
We  thought  that  there  ought  to  be 
ample  opportunities  for  obtaining  am- 
munition from  manufacturers  as  well  as 
from  our  own  factories ;  but  we  did  not 
consider  it  desirable  to  have  a  greater 
storage  of  ammunition  than  was  fairly 
reasonable.  The  question  of  storage  is 
a  difficult  one.  If  cordite  is  stored  too 
largely,  there  is  always  the  danger  of 
explosion  and  deterioration,  and  of  the 
supply  becoming  obsolete  owing  to  a 
change  in  the  guns,  and  other  reasons. 
The  question  that  I  raise  to-night — and  it 
is  an  important  miestion  for  the  future — 
is  this — Were  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 
and  his  experts  right,  or  were  they  wrong  ? 
This  is  a  question  which  might  have  been 
discussed  till  doomsday  but  for  the 
occurrence  of  this  remarkable  circum- 
stance— that  when  the  war  broke  out  in 
1899  there  was  practically  little  or  no 
reserve  of  small  arms  ammunition  at  all 
[The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  dissented.] 
Of  course,  I  am  open  to  correction.  In 
1899  nearly  all  the  small  arms  ammuni- 
tion was  composed  of  Mark  IV.  cartridges. 

Lord  Monkmoell, 


Those  cartridges  had  been  in  use  for  some 
two  years,  and,  curiously  enough,  it  was 
not  until  the  summer  of  1899  at  Bisley 
that  suspicion  was  aroused  with  regard  to 
them.  An  inquiry  was  held  during  the 
early  part  of  the  Autumn,  and  the 
cartridges  were  condemned.  The  result 
of  that  condemnation  was  that  the  Mark 
IV.  cartridges,  which  composed  the  bulk 
of  our  ammunition,  had  to  be  converted 
into  Mark  V.  That  conversion  did  not 
commence  until  about  the  time  when  the 
war  began,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
every  cartridge  sent  out  to  South  Africa 
after  the  outbreak  of  war  was  made 
during  the  war.  Therefore  the  war  was 
I  carried  on,  not  only  without  the  large 
I  reserve  of  ammunition  which  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  the  noble 
Marquess  thought  necessary,  but  practi- 
cally without  any  reserve  in  England  at 
all. 

What  was  the  reserve  in  South  Africa 
when  the  war  began  f  In  South  Africa 
there  was  an  enormous  quantity  of  these 
Mark  IV.  cartridges,  and  as  they  could 
not  be  converted  mto  Mark  V.  in  South 
Africa,  they  were  sent  back  to  England  to 
be  so  converted,  which  occasioned  the 
loss  of  at  least  two  months.  Again,  with 
regard  to  the  reserve  in  South  Africa, 
Ladysmith  was  made  a  great  place  of 
arms,  but  after  Liadysmith  was  invested 
no  military  stores  there  were  available 
outside.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
fact  that  we  were  able  to  hold  on  in  South 
Africa  in  this  extraordinary  concatenation 
of  untoward  circumstances  was  a  complete 
vindication  of  the  judgment  of  the  late 
Government  that  it  was  imnecessary  to 
have  a  large  reserve  of  ammunition,  and 
that  it  was  much  better  to  rely  upon 
manufacture.  I  say  that  as  regards 
reserve  we  could  not  have  been  worse  off 
than  the  present  Government,  which  had 
none.  Some  day,  I  presmne,  there  will 
have  to  be  an  inquiry  as  to  this  Mark 
JV.  ammunition,  and  why  it  was  not 
condemned  before.  I  am  not,  however, 
bringing  any  accusation  against  the  noble 
Marquess  with  regard  to  that.  But  what 
I  say  is — granted  we  should  have  muddled 
over  Mark  IV.  cartridges  as  badly  as  the 
present  Government  did ;  granted  we 
should  have  shut  up  our  military  stores 
in  Ladysmith  as  they  did ;  granted  we 
should  have  displayed  no  more  judgment 
and  foresight  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
operation  than  they  did — where  is  thesense 
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or  fairness  of  asserting  that  we  should 
have  been  compelled  to  clear  out  of 
South  Africa  in  three  months )  This 
assertion  is  made  on  behalf  of  a  Grovem- 
ment  that  had  practically  no  reserve  of 
small  arms  ammunition  at  all.  What  the 
noUe  Marquess  has  to  show  is  that  this 
assertion  is  not  as  baseless  as  I  venture 
to  say  it  is  odious.  I  should  like  to  have 
Papers  with  regard  to  the  conversion  of 
the  Mark  lY.  ammunition,  and  the 
length  of  time  this  ammunition  continued 
to  be  manufactured ;  and  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  Mark  IV.  ammunition  is 
still  in  use  in  India.  It  would  also  be 
interesting  to  know  how  many  cartridges 
were  turned  out  every  week  after  the 
<x)mmencement  of  the  war.  I  should 
like  also  to  have  the  correspondence 
between  the  War  Office  and  the  con- 
tractors with  regard  to  the  delays  in 
sending  in  the  supplies,  and  I  further 
press  the  noble  Marquess  to  tell  me 
whether  or  not  it  is  the  fact  that 
during  his  administration  of  the  War 
Office  there  was  a  time  when  there  was 
a  smaller  reserve  of  small  arms  ammuni- 
tion than  we  had  when  we  were  turned 
out  of  office  in  1895. 

Moved,  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty  for  Papers  relat- 
ing to  the  alleged  insufficiency  of  the 
supply  of  cordite  and  small  arms  am- 
munition when  the  late  Government 
quitted  office  in  1895.  {The  Lord 
M'jnkswell.) 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
fOE  WAR  (Lord  Raglan):  My  Lords, 
before  proceeding  to  answer  the  questions 
of  the  noble  Lord,  I  desire  to  congratu- 
late him  on  having  omitted  that  part  of 
his  original  question  which  referred  to 
the  condition  of  the  artillery,  which,  I 
venture  to  think,  he  is  wise  in  not  bring- 
ing before  your  Lordships'  House.  The 
question  on  which  the  late  Government 
was  turned  out  of  office  was  not  the 
question  of  the  cordite  contract,  as  the 
noble  Lord  seems  to  imagine.  The  late 
(tovernment  was  impeached  in  1895  on 
the  amount  of  small  arms  ammunition 
in  its  possession,  and  was  also  attacked 
on  the  amount  ordered  and  provided. 
This  amount  was  deficient,  and  I  believe 
the  deficiency  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
in  previouB  years  the  amount  taken  for 


ammunition  had  not  been  spent,  and  no 
attempt  was  made  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  which  was  known  to  exist.  It 
is  correct  that  in  the  year  1894  the 
Government  made  a  contract  with 
certain  firms  for  the  supply  of  about 
1,200  tons  of  cordite,  to  be  spread  over 
three  years.  Of  that  1,200  tons  about 
1,000  tons  was  for  the  use  of  the  Navy 
and  200  tons  only  for  the  Army.  During 
the  years  to  which  the  noble  Lord's 
Question  refers  700  tons  of  cordite  was 
ordered  from  contractors  for  the  use  of 
the  Admiralty ;  but  the  noble  Lord  has 
forgotten  that  the  ordnance  factories 
were  also  beginning  to  deliver  large 
quantities  of  cordite  for  the  u^e  of  the 
War  Office.  During  those  four  years 
825  tons  of  cordite  was  turned  out  by 
the  Government  factories,  and  160  tons 
was  obtained  from  the  trade,  in  addition 
to  450  tons  in  the  shape  of  small  arms 
ammunition  from  the  ordnance  factories. 
The  amount  of  cordite  actually  provided 
by  the  trade  and  the  oidnance  factories 
during  those  four  years  was,  therefore, 
something  like  2,200  tons,  of  which 
1,435  tons  was  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot  follow  the  noble 
Lord's  figures  with  regard  to  the  supply 
of  small  arms  ammunition  stored  at  the 
time  the  late  Government  relinquished 
office.  When  the  late  Government  re- 
linquished office  in  1895  there  should 
have  been  in  existence,  according  to  their 
own  scale,  146,000,000  rounds  of  small 
arms  ammunition.  The  actual  amount 
that  was  in  existence  was  92,000,000 
rounds,  the  deficiency,  therefore,  being 
54,000,000.  When  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office  in  July,  1895,  they 
immediately  introduced  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  and  gave  orders  for  fresh  am- 
munition. A  contract  was  put  out  for 
14,000,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  which 
was  as  much  as  could  be  obtained 
between  that  date  and  the  end  of  the 
financial  year.  It  required  a  consider- 
able period  to  make  up  the  supply  of 
ammunition  to  the  amount  the  Govern- 
ment considered  it  should  have  been. 
But  between  the  years  1895  and  1899 
very  large  demands  were  made  on  the 
Army  for  the  Egyptian  campaign,  in  the 
course  of  which  a  very  large  quantity 
of  ammunition  was  expended.  In  addi- 
tion to  that,  the  amount  of  ammunition 
used  in  the  ordinary   annual    practice 
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was  largely  increased,  and,  therefore,  the 
ordinary  wastage  was  much  greater  than 
ever  it  had  been  before ;  but  such  were 
the  arrangements  made  by  the  new 
Government  that  when  the  war  broke 
out  in  1899  there  were  168,000,000 
rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  in 
store. 

♦Lord  MONKS  WELL:  Of  what 
pattern  1    Was  it  Mark  IV.  ammunition  1 

*LoRD  RAGLAN  :  Some  of  it  certainly 
was  Mark  IV.  That  was  at  the  end  of 
the  practice  season,  when  40,000,000  or 
60,000,000  rounds  had  been  expended, 
and  the  reserves  of  ammunition  were  at 
their  lowest.  The  fault  found  with  the 
late  Government  was  that  they  did  not 
maintain  their  own  authorised  equip- 
ment. It  is  not  a  question  of  reserve 
ammunition ;  it  is  a  question  of  the 
amount  of  equipment  for  an  army  in 
the  field.  That  equipment  was  not 
maintained,  and  there  was  no  reserve 
over  and  above  that  equipment.  It  was 
not  for  want  of  having  their  attention 
called  to  the  matter  that  the  Members  of 
the  late  Government  omitted  to  examine 
it.  Their  attention  was  called  to  it  by 
the  present  Secretarv  of  State  for 
War  in  1894,  when  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  acknowledged  that  the 
reserves  of  ammunition  were  not  what 
he  could  wish  them  to  be.  In  1895,  in  a 
private  letter,  the  present  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  drew  the  attention  of  Sir 
H.  Gampbell-Bannerman  to  the  deficiency 
of  ammunition ;  but  no  steps  were  taken 
to  bring  the  supply  up  to  the  requisite 
amount,  and  he  brought  the  matter 
forward  in  Parliament,  with  the  result 
that  the  Government  of  the  day  was 
defeated. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords,  I 
do  not  think  the  noble  Lord  has  alto- 
gether answered  the  Question  that  was 
put  to  him  by  my  noble  friend.  The 
Question  that  my  noble  friend  asked 
was — Whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that, 
owing  to  certain  circumstances  which 
probably  were  not  the  fault  of  the 
Government  at  all  there  was  a  great 
shortage  of  ammunition  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  yet,  owing, 
to  the  arrangements  that  had  been  made 
by  Sir  H.  Gampbell-Bannerman  and  his 
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advisers  before  leaving  office,  that 
shortage  was  able  to  be  supplied  without 
any  difficulty  whatever.  It  is  very  easy^ 
for  noble  Lords  on  the  Bench  opposite 
to  deal  with  this  matter  in  a  light- 
hearted  way.  They  have  obtained  all  the 
fruits  of  the  defeat  of  the  Government 
in  1895,  and  we  have  had  to  bear  the 
blame  of  what  I  believe  was  really  only 
a  misunderstanding.  What  was  said  oa 
this  subject  at  the  time  naturally 
rankled  in  the  minds  of  those  who  were 
then  responsible  for  the  War  Office — and 
I  would  remind  the  House  that  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Monkswell  was  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War— and,  I  think, 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  were  then  the 
military  advisers  of  the  War  Office.  By 
the  irony  of  events,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it 
has  been  sufficiently  proved  that  the 
arrangements  sanctioned  by  Sir  H. 
Gampbell-Bannerman,  and  which  were 
declared  to  be  adequate  by  his  military 
advisers,  have  turned  out  to  be  adequate. 
What  was  the  policy  of  my  right  hoo, 
friend  in  1894-95  ]  I  would  remind  the 
House  that  at  this  period  cordite 
was  not  a  perfected  powder.  I  can 
speak  from  my  own  personal  experience. 
I  used  cordite  in  1894-95  both  for  range 
and  sporting  purposes,  and,  so  far  as  I 
could  form  an  opinion,  cordite  was 
certainly  inferior  to  other  powders  which 
I  was  able  to  use.  I  think  the  best 
proof  of  what  T  say  is  that  even  now 
there  is  a  Committee  sitting  to  inquire 
into  this  very  question  of  cordite.  M^ 
right  hon.  friend  took  the  view  that  it 
was  not  desirable,  until  further  experi*- 
meuts  had  been  made,  to  have  an  over- 
large  store  in  the  national  armouries, 
and  I  think  that  was  a  sound  view  to 
take.  It  was  considered  desirable  to  rely,, 
not  only  on  the  Government  manufacture 
of  explosives,  but  also  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  other  manufactories  ior 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  At  the 
time  of  which  I  am  speaking  great 
manufactories  were  being  established  in 
the  north  of  Ireland  and  in  Cornwall, 
with  both  of  which  the  Government 
entered  into  contracts,  which,  I  believe, 
have  since  proved  exceedingly  satisfac- 
tory. The  policy  of  my  right  hon.  friendl 
was  to  have  a  certain  moderate  amount 
of  ammunition  in  reserve — I  think  the 

amount  laid  down  as  the  standard  was- 

100,000,000  rounds— but  to  rely  largely 
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on  the  power  of  manufacture  when  the 
demand  arose.  Accordingly  encourage- 
ment wag  giren,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the 
establif  hment  of  these  private  manufac- 
tories. 

The  new  Government  on  taking  office, 
were,  of  course,  obliged  to  increase  the 
•tore  of  ammunition.  Then  came  the 
most  unfortunate  part  of  the  whole 
thing,  the  decision  that  Mark  IV. 
ammuntion  was  likely  to  produce  the 
best  results.  Accordingly,  the  ammuni- 
tion which  the  Government  stored  in 
the  various  arsenals  throughout  the 
world  was  principally  Mark  IV.,  but  in 
the  years  1898-99  Mark  IV.  was  issued 
at  Bisley  and  it  was  then  discovered  that 
the  bullets  did  not  give  the  best  results. 
They  were  very  apt  to  strip,  and 
accidents  happened  which  were  attributed 
to  the  use  of  Mark  IV.  ammunition, 
which  was  also  declared  not  fo  be  al- 
together satisfactory  for  the  purposes  of 
accuracy  in  the  use  of  the  rifle.  At  the 
Hague  Conference  it  was  held  that 
Mark  IV.  did  not  come  within  the 
recognised  ammunition  for  civilised  war- 
fare. When  4;he  Grovernment  went  to 
war  they  found  themselves  with  great 
stores  of  Mark  IV.,  which  they  wisely 
determined  not  to  use  and  so  avoid  any 
possible  charge  of  inhumanity.  There- 
fore, at  the  banning  of  the  war  this 
Mark  IV.  ammunition  was  useless  for 
ail  practical  purposes ;  and  then  it  was 
that  the  Government  fell  back  on  the 
arrangements  that  had  been  made  bv 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman.  I  think 
we  have  a  right  to  ask  from  the  noble 
Marquess  some  explanation  of  these 
matters. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
What  we  say  is  that  this  is  not  the 
House  to  raise  the  question,  which 
originated  in  the  other  House. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH :  I  maintain 
that  this  is  the  proper  House  in  which 
to  raise  the  question,  because  the 
Minister  who  was  responsible  at  that 
time  sits  in  your  Lordships*  House.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  to  go 
into  disputes  between  Parties  in  the 
House  of  Comnons.  That  is  beside  the 
question,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  raise  it.  All 
that  I  desire  is  to  get  from  the  noble 


Marquess  a  statement  as  to  whether  or 
not  I  have  fairly  stated  the  real  facts  of 
the  case. 

♦The  Marquiss  of  LANSDOWNE; 
My  Lords,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  noble  Lord  who  raised  this  question 
has  strangely  misapprehended  the  Parlia- 
mentarv  aspect  of  this  question.  He 
has  told  the  House  that  he  had  raised  it 
for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  the  bitter 
and  gratuitous  attack  which  had  been 
levelled  at  him  and  his  friends.  That 
attack  certainly  has  not  been  made  in 
this  House.  The  noble  Lord  appeared 
very  anxious  to  take  up  a  challenge 
which  he  supposes  to  have  been  thrown 
down  in  another  part  of  this  building,  and 
he  attempted  to  meet  it  by  the  unusual 
Motion  of  which  he  gave  notice  before 
the  Easter  holidays.  Let  me  first  say 
this — that  neither  in  nor  out  of  this 
House  has  there  been  any  attempt  on 
our  part  to  level  a  gratuitous  attack  on 
the  noble  Lord  or  on  those  associated 
with  him.  If  there  has  been  an  attack, 
it  has  been  of  the  kind  which  I  believe 
is  not  unknown  in  warfare — offensive 
defence.  The  noble  Lord's  friends  made 
a  bitter  and  violent  attack  on  public 
men  with  whom  we  are  in  the  habit  of 
acting,  and  in  order  to  meet  these  attacks 
those  who  were  the  subject  of 
them  were  compelled  to  carry  the 
war  into  the  enemy's  country. 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  been 
frequently  taken  to  task  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  for  the  alleged 
inadequacy  of  their  preparations. 
These  attacks  are  natural  enough. 
We  endeavour  to  meet  them,  but  we  do 
not  resent  them  in  the  least.  But  what 
we  take  exception  to  is  that  charges 
of  want  of  foresight  and  preparation 
should  be  made  against  us,  and  made 
with  very  great  acrimony,  by  persons 
who  were  at  one  time  themselves  respon- 
sible for  the  military  administration  of 
the  country,  and  who  were  very  far  from 
being  better  prepared  for  a  great 
emergency  than  we  were.  I  certainly 
beh'eve  that  from  every  point  of  view 
they  were  in  their  time  much  less  well 

Erepared  than  we  were  when  the  war 
roke  out  in  1899.  I  observe  a  very 
important  change  inthe  amended  Motion 
of  the  noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lord's 
original  Motion  dealt  not  only  with  the 
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question  of  cordite,  but  with  the  ques- 
tion of  artillery  —  a  very  important 
^juestion  indeed.  The  noble  Lord  has 
shown  great  discretion  in  omitting 
that  part  of  his  indictment,  probably  for 
the  reason  that  on  further  inquiry  he 
found  that  the  investigation  of  that 
particular  count  was  not  likely  to  result 
very  favourably  for  him  and  his  friends. 
As  to  the  complaint  of  the  noble 
Lord,  I  understand  it  to  be  this — That 
whereas  Lord  Rosebery's  Government 
was  defeated  on  a  question  connected 
with  cordite,  the  Government  which 
followed  it  lived,  so  to  speak,  for  four 
or  five  years  on  the  proceeds  of  the 
foresight  and  preparations  of  Sir  H. 
•Campbell  -  Bannerman.  I  think  those 
who  followed  the  remarks  of  my  noble 
friend  will  have  seen  how  completely 
that  assertion  falls  to  the  ground.  It  is 
perfectly  true  that  before  leaving  office 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  had  given 
very  large  orders  for  cordite  to  the  trade. 
The  cordite  question  is  one  thing,  and  the 
small  arms  ammunition  question,  on 
which  Lord  Rosebery's  Government 
was  turned  out,  is  quite  another.  But 
of  that  large  order  for  cordite  given  by 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  only  200 
tons  was  for  land  service ;  the  rest 
was  for  the  Admiralty.  Let  me  say  in 
passing  that  the  1,000  tons  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  the  Admiralty  were  very  far 
indeed  from  tiding  the  Admiralty  over 
the  years  1894-99.  During  that  period  the 
Admiralty  was  obliged  to  order — in  1898 
— about  800  tons  more  cordite.  The 
noble  Lord  found  it,  however,  con- 
venient to  omit  altogether  from  his 
iirgument  and  from  his  calculations  the 
cordite  supplied  by  the  ordnance  fac- 
tories. Our  great  eflfort  when  we 
<came  into  office  was  to  increase  the  out- 
put of  the  ordnance  factories. 

♦Lord  MONKSWELL :  So  wah    urs. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
But  you  did  not  succeed. 

♦Lord  MONKSWELL:  We  intended 
to  duplicate  the  nitro-glycerine  factory. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
Yes,  intended !  From  the  ordnance 
factories  during  those  periods  to  which 
the  noble  Lord's  Motion  has  reference  I 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdawne, 


find  we  obtained  825  tons  of  cordite  for 
land  service — that  is  four  times  as  much 
as  the  200  tons  of  cordite  included  in 
Sir  H.  Campbell  -  Bannerman's  order. 
But  that  is  not  all.  The  noble  Lord  has 
talked  about  cordite  and  his  Motion 
relates  to  cordite,  but  he  knows  perfectly 
well,  and  his  speech  showed  it,  that  you 
cannot  consider  this  question  without 
taking  into  account  not  only  orders  of 
cordite,  but  orders  of  small  arms  ammuni- 
tion 1  I  find  that  between  the  years 
1894  and  1899  we  obtained  from  the 
ordnance  factories  no  less  than 
228,000,000  rounds  of  small  arms 
ammunition — that  is,  about  the  equiv- 
alent of  450  tons  of  cordite — and  that 
we  also  obtained  from  the  trade 
82,000,000  rounds  or  the  equivalent  of 
about  160  tons  of  cordite ;  po  that,  as 
my  noble  friend  says,  that  much-vaunted 
order  given  to  the  trade  by  Sir*  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman.  so  far  from 
suflScing  for  our  wants  during  the  years 
1894  to  1899,  had  to  be  supplemented 
by  other  orders  amounting  to  1,400  and 
odd  tons  of  cordite,  either  in  the  shape 
of  cordite  or  in  the  shape  of  small  arms 
ammunition,  from  other  sources. 

Now  I  come  to  the  action  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  when  it  came 
into  office  in  1895.  I  will  not  repeat 
the  figures  which  have  been  given  to  the 
House  by  my  noble  friend,  but  I  am 
here  to  state  in  the  most  positive  manner 
that  when  we  took  stock,  we  found 
ourselves  face  to  face  with  a  very 
large  deficit  in  the  amount  of  small 
arms  am m union  which  we  should  have 
had  in  order  to  provide  the  supply 
required  by  the  then  authorised  scales. 
That  deficit  was  a  large  one  at  the  time 
we  took  office  and  threatened  to  become 
a  much  larger  one  at  the  end  of  the 
practising  season,  during  which  large 
quantities  of  ammunition  are  consumed 
by  the  troops.  Then,  says  the  noble 
Lord,  why  did  not  you  make  up  that 
deficit  by  issuing  very  much  larger 
orders  than  those  which  you  actually 
ordered  1  He  says,  and  I  believe  it 
is  true,  that  the  expenditure  immediately 
authorised  did  not  exceed  £110,000. 
The  answer  to  that  is  perfectly  simple. 
We  could  not  get  the  cordite,  we  could 
not  get  the  ammunition ;  we  could  only 
order  what  there  was  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  obtaining,  and  that  amount 
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"^pras  not  a  very  large  one.  Why  ? 
Secause  the  outgoing  (Government  had 
left  things  in  such  a  condition  that  the 
producing  power,  both  of  the  trade  and 
of  the  factories,  was  of  an  extremely 
limited  kind,  and  it  would  have  been 
ridiculous  if  we  had  taken  enormous 
sums  of  money,  which  we  could  not 
spend,  and  issued  immense  orders  which 
we  had  no  prospect  of  obtaining.  But 
«ver  since  that  time  we  have  been 
steadily  and  consistently  building  up 
our  reserves  and  supplies  of  small  arms 
Jim  munition.  I  give  to  the  House  this 
£gure,  which  seems  to  me  worth  con- 
sideration. At  the  end  of  March,  1895, 
the  reserve  of  small  arms  ammunition, 
including  everything,  stood  at  90,500,000 
rounds;  at  the  same  date  in  1899 

*  Lord  MONKSWELL  said  he  would 
like  a  comparison  with  the  year  1896. 

♦  The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
If  the  noble  Lord  wanted  this  minute 
information  about  particular  dates,  he 
should  have  said  so  in  his  notice.  In 
his  notice  he  does  not  say  a  word  about  \ 
small  arms  ammunition.  His  notice 
refers  to  cordite,  and  yet  he  complains 
that  we  cannot  tell  him  the  exact 
number  of  rounds  of  small  arms  am- 
munition. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  The  noble 
Marquess  will  find  on  referring  to  the 
Paper,  that  small  arms  ammunition  is 
mentioned  in  the  notice. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE:  I 
beg  the  noble  Lord's  pardon ;  I  am  wrong. 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot  tell  the  noble  Lord 
the  exact  number  of  rounds  at  the  inter- 
mediate dates.  But  I  bear  witness  that 
we  did  steadily,  while  in  office,  continue 
to  build  up  a  large  reserve  of  small  arms 
ammunition,  and  in  1899  we  had  a 
r<*serve  which  was  actually  double  the 
reserve  held  bv  the  late  Government  in 
the  spring  of  1895.  That  was  the  case, 
in  spite  of  the  very  large  demands  which  | 
were  made  upon  us  by  the  Egyptian 
campaign  and  by  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  rounds  authorised  for  prac- 
tice purposes.  Both  noble  Lords  asked 
me,  I  think  with  very  great  earnestness, 
whether  there  was  a  moment  during 
our  tenure  of   office  when  our  reserve 


fell  below  the  reserve  held  by  Sir  Hi 
Campbell-Bannerman  immediately  before 
he  left  office.  I  should  be  very  much  sur- 
prised to  find  that  it  was  so.  My  strong 
impression  is  that  our  reserves  went  on 
increasing.  They  fluctuated,  no  doubt, 
but  I  doubt  whether  at  any  moment  the 
reserve  fell  to  such  a  figure  as  that  at 
which  it  stood  when  we  took  office  in 
1895. 

The  noble  Lord  pressed  me  very 
much  on  this  point  —  whether  in  the 
reserve  of  ammunition  for  which  we 
took  credit,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
Mark  IV.  was  included.  Certainly  it 
was.  The  noble  Lord  will  remember  that 
Mark  IV.  ammunition  was  found  fault 
with  for  various  reasons.  It  was  quite 
obvious  that  we  could  not  transform  it  by 
a  stroke  of  the  pen  into  ammunition  of  a 
different  kind ;  but  it  would  be  altogether 
misleading  the  House  to  say  that,  because 
part  of  our  reserve  consisted  of  ammuni- 
tion of  this  particular  class,  that  anmiu- 
nition  was  valueless  for  military  purposes. 
One  of  the  complaints  of  Mark  iV.  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  opposite  adverted 
was  that  it  was  considered  by  the  Hague 
Conference  to  be  of  a  kind  calculated  to 
inflict  needless  injury  and  suffering  upon 
the  persons  who  might  be  wounded  by 
it.  We  did  not  accept  that  view.  We 
combated  it.  At  the  same  time  we 
desired  very  much  that  the  ammunition 
used  by  the  British  Army  shoujd  be  of  a 
kind  to  which  no  one  could  take  excep- 
tion upon  grounds  of  humanity,  and  we, 
therefore,  modified  the  pattern.  But  that 
complaint  went  to  show,  not  that  Mark 
IV.  was  useless  or  innocuous,  but  that  it 
was  too  dangerous  and  too  deadly  in  its 
effects  upon  those  against  whom  it  might 
be  used. 

There  is  another  point  to  which  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  noble  Lord.  He  referred  several 
times  to  the  importance  of  securing  suffi- 
cient sources  of  supply  for  ammunition. 
Now,  we  took  great  pains  to  develop 
those  sources  of  supply,  and  I  think  it 
may  interest  your  Lordships  to  know 
that,  whereas  in  the  year  1895-96  all  the 
small  arms  ammunition  that  we  could 
obtain  from  the  trade  was  1,500,000 
rounds,  we  were  able  in  the  first  six 
months  of  the  war  to  obtain  from  the 
trade  no  less  than  28,000,000  rounds. 
With  regard  to  the  ordnance  factories,  I 
find  that,  whereas  in  the  year  1895-96  we 
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obtained  from  that  source  only  14,000,000 
rounds,  in  the  first  half-year  of  the  war 
we  obtained  no  less  than  42,000,000 
rounds.  That  is  to  say,  the  trade  and 
the  factories  at  the  beginning  of  the  war 
were  producing  small  arms  ammunition 
at  the  rate  of  140,000,000  rounds  a  year. 
I  think  that  shows  that  we  were  not 
entirely  unsuccessful  in  placing  the 
supply  of  small  arms  ammunition  upon 
a  somewhat  better  footing  than  that  on 
which  we  found  it  when  we  took  office. 
My  noble  friend  suggests  that  every- 
thing which  was  done  after  we  took 
office  ought  to  be  credited  to  the  meri- 
torious schemes  of  our  predecessors. 
He  will  forgive  us  if  we  do  not  auite 
admit  that  and  if  we  take  a  little  of 
the  credit  to  ourselves.  I  confess  that 
the  whole  of  this  discussion  strikes 
me  as  being  of  a  somewhat  unreal 
description.  We  have  been  con- 
sidering really  whether  Ix)rd  Eose- 
bery's  Government  was  turned  out  in 
1895  owing  to  a  mistake.  1  am  afraid 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the 
noble  Lord's  researches,  all  the  King's 
horses  and  all  the  King's  men  will  not 
set  Humpty-Dumpty  up  again.  There- 
fore this  discussion  strikes  me  as  being 
not  a  very  useful  one.  What  surely  we 
have  to  consider  is  not  so  much  the 
state  of  affairs  in  1895,  as  whether  at 
the  present  time  our  sources  of  supply 
are  adequate,  and  whether  there  is 
anything  which  can  be  done — and  I  am 
sure  noble  Lords  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  will  be  glad  to  co-operate  to  that 
end — to  make  our  military  position  in 
respect  to  small  arms  ammunition, 
artil  ery,  and  other  such  matters  stronger 
and  more  satisfactory  than  it  is  at 
present. 

♦Lord  MONKSWELL  :  The  imporUnt 
question  on  which  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment were  turned  out  of  office  was  the 
small  arms  ammunition  question.  At 
the  same  time  I  should  be  prepared  to 
join  issue  with  the  noble  Marquess  in 
reference  to  artillery.  In  the  time  of 
the  Liberal  Government  the  Jameson 
Raid  had  not  taken  place,  and  the  state 
of  things  was  entirely  different  from 
that  which  had  to  be  dealt  with  later. 
The  noble  Marquess,  in  referring  to 
small  arms  ammunition,  has  urged  that 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdaume. 


the  county  was  bound  to  be  in  a  dan- 
gerous position  for  eight  or  nine  months 
after  the  Liberals  left  office.    Why  then 
did  not  the  Government   to  which    he 
belonged  strain  every  nerve   to  get  the 
requisite  amount  of  cordite  1    It  is  said 
that  the  matter  was  one  of  cartridges  as 
well  as  cordite.    The  great  complaint  on 
which    the     Liberal    Government   was 
turned  out,  however,  was  deficiency  of 
cordite.    I  would  press  for  correspond- 
ence between  the   noble  Marquess  and 
the  contractors  who    had  promised  to 
deliver  10,000,000  rounds  in  the  course 
of  the  year  and  only  delivered  1,500,000 
rounds.     If  the  noble  Marquess  wishes 
to  make  out  that  he  had  a  larger  supply 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  than  we  had, 
he  ou^ht  to  tell  the  House  the  propor- 
tion o?  Mark  IV.  ammunition  in  stock 
at  that  time. 

On  Question,  Motion  negatived. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING-CLASSES. 

Moved,  That  the  Message  of  the  House 
of  (Commons  of  the  18th  of  March  last 
with  respect  to  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration (The  Lord  Churchill) ;  agreed 
to;  the  said  Message  considered  accord- 
ingly. 

Then  it  was  moved  that  a  Committee 
of  Seven  Lords  be  appointed  to  join  with 
a  Committee,  as  mentioned  in  the  said 
Message;  agreed  to. 

The  Lords  following  were  named  of 
the  Committee — 


E.  Camperdown. 
K  Carrington. 
v.  Hampden. 
L.  Hatherton. 


L.  Wenlock. 
L.  Sandhurst. 
L.  Lamington. 


Ordered,  that  such  Committee  have 
power  to  agree  with  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Chairman. 

Then  a  Message  was  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  answer 
to  their  said  Message  to  inform  them  of 
the  appointment  of  the  said  Committee  by 
this  House,  and  to  propose  that  the  Joint 
Committee  do  meet  in  Committee  Room 
B  on  Friday  the  2nd  of  May  next  at 
Three  o'clock. 


477 


Pnvaie  BUI 


{17  April  1902} 


Business, 


478 


AGRICULTURE  AND  TECHNICAL 
INSTRUCTION  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1" ; 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  42.) 

PEER'S  BANKRUPTCY  ANNULLED. 

The  Lord  Ohancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  he  had  received  from  the 
Registrar  in  Bankruptcy  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  a  certificate  under  the 
Seal  of  the  said  Court,  that  on  the  1  Itti 
day  of  April  1902,  the  said  Court  made 
an  order  annulling  the  bankruptcy  of 
the  most  noble  William  Angus  Drogo, 
Duke  of  Manchester. 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes 
before  Six  o'clock,  till  to-morrow, 
a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  \1th  April,  1902. 


The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 

MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [By  Order]. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

(3.15.)  MB.CLAUDEHAY(Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  said  the  Bill  was,  in  fact,  the 
identical  Bill  which  was  presented  by  the 
Company  last  year  for  the  consideration 
of  Parliament,  and  it  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  hon.  Gentlemen  that  on 
that  occasion  Parliament  rejected  the 
meafure,  not  because  of  its  merits  or 
demerits,  but  because  of  the  circum- 
itances  surrounding  certain  clauses  which 
layoured  of  proceedings  which  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  describe  as  proceedings 
inch  as  of  low-clasi  Citj  company  pro- 
moters. He  had  no  desire  to  hinder  the 
railway  company  in  the  conduct  of  its 


legitimate  business,  and  if  the  rumour 
which  he  had  heard  was  well  founded, 
it  would  seem  that  the  contention  which 
he  had  put  forward  last  year  had  had 
Kood  effect,  and  had  borne  excellent 
Fruit,  because  he  understood  that  the 
company  had  undertaken  to  rebuild  cer- 
tain houses,  and  put  into  repair  other 
houses,  and  not  to  use  a  particular  siteuntil 
Parliament  had  given  its  sanction  for 
the  purposes  of  the  railway.  He  would 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  the  rumour  to 
which  he  had  referred  was,  or  was  not, 
correct.  If  it  were  correct,  it  would  be 
the  fact  that  the  company  had,  under 
pressure  of  Parliament,  tardily  re- 
cognised its  duty  according  to  the  law 
of  the  land.  There  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  assiduous  lobbying  in  connection 
with  the  Bill,  but  he  hoped  the  effect 
would  be  to  prove  that  the  directors  of 
railway  companies  could  not  expect  to 
be  successful  when  they  were  seeking  to 
avoid  their  regponsibilities  in  these 
matters.  It  was  not  his  intention, 
providing  he  got  an  assurance  that  the 
rumour  to  which  he  had  referred  was 
correct,  to  further  oppose  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill.  His  action  had 
been  dictated  by  motives  of  public 
policy,  and  all  he  had  desired  was  to 
insist  that  public  bodies  should  not 
evade  their  obligations  under  the  law. 
He  did  not,  consequently,  propose  to 
press  the  Motion  which  stood  in  his 
name  on  the  Paper,  and  all  he  wished  to 
do  was  to  ask  the  Home  Secretary 
if  he  could  confirm  the  rumour  he  had 
before  alluded  to. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Croydon)  said  he  had  received 
a  communication  from  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company  to 
the  effect  that  the  buildings,  the  acqui- 
sition of  which  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  action  taken  by  the  House  last 
year,  would  be  repaired  and  let  to  the 
same  class  of  tenants  as  before. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  asked  if  there 
was  any  guarantee  that  the  rents  of  the 
houses  would  not  be  raised. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  said  there  was  none, 
but  no  doubt  the  railway  company  would 
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recognise  it  was  not  to  their  interest  to 
raise  the  rents.  He  wished  to  point  out, 
however,  that  the  Bill  before  the  House 
was  of  quite  unobjectionable  a  character, 
and  he  thought  his  hon.  friend  had 
exercised  a  wise  discretion  in  not  press- 
ing his  opposition  to  its  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  said  it  was  rather 
difficult  to  judge  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment  whether  the  assurances  of  the 
company,  as  conveyed  by  the  Home 
Secretary,  were  sufficiently  satisfactory. 
He  thought  that  the  Committee  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
matter,  and  of  deciding  whether  or  not 
some  clause  should  be  inserted  in  the 
Bill  to  secure  the  particular  object  they 
had  in  view. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  That  is  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  that 
was  unfortunately  the  difficulty  they  had 
to  face,  and  it  certainly  should  not  be 
lost  sight  of.  It  was  quite  clear  that 
this  powerful  railway  corporation  had 
practically  intended  to  drive  a  coach  and 
four  thr  Jtigh  a  statute  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  he  congratulated  the  hon. 
Member  on  having  so  successfully  raised 
an  obstacle  in  their  way. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (E^sex,  Epping) 
said  he  did  not  intend  to  reply  to  the 
offensive  epithets  which  had  been  throN^n 
across  the  floor  of  the  House  in  regard 
to  the  company.  If  hon.  Members 
wanted  any  guarantro  that  they  would 
carry  out  their  word,  surely  the  good 
name  of  the  London  and  North  Western 
Company  was  in .  itself  a  sufficient 
guarantee. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) 
pointed  out  that  there  were  certain 
duties  imposed  by  law  upon  the 
company  in  regard  to  the  housing,  or  , 
rather  the  rehousing,  of  per.sons  whom 
they  dishoused,  and  it  was  essential  that 
care  should  be  taken  to  see  they  carried 
out  their  statutory  obligations.  He 
hoped  the  Home  Secretary  would  see 
that  the  railway  companies  fulfilled  their 
obligations,  which  had  not  always  been 
the  case  in  the  past. 

Mr,  Riichie, 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
must  point  out  that  that  is  not  the 
question  before  the  House.  The  question 
of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this  matter. 

♦  Mr.  RITCHIE  protested  against  the 
language  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
against  the  assumption  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  compelled  the  railway 
companies  to  carry  out  their  statutory 
obligations. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  *e  had 
pointed  out  that  in  the  past  the  Home 
Office  had  not  fulfilled  its  duty  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  to  that  statement  he 
adhered,  although  he  did  not  suggest 
that  it  was  necessarily  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  was  responsible.  He 
could  not  be  responsible  for  the  mistakes 
of  his  predecessors  in  office. 

Mr.  BLAKE  (Longford,  S.^  suggested 
that  it  was  importaiit  to  include  some 
provision  in  the  Bill  to  prevent  the  un- 
due raising  of  rents  on  the  houses. 

♦  Mr.  speaker  pointed  out  that  the 
matter  hardly  arose  on  the  Motion  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) 
said  the  opposition  to  Bills  of  this 
kind  was  a  good  thing,  because  it 
caused  the  c^^mpanies  to  recognise  that 
the  House  of  Commons  had  a  certain 
amount  of  authority  in  these  matters,  and 
was  not  a  machine  for  the  mere  passing 
of  legislation  on  their  behalf.  He  had 
made  several  inquiries  into  this  n»atter, 
and  he  thought  that  if  the  company 
gave  an  assurance  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  that  the  tenants  of 
this  property  would  not  be  dispossessed, 
the  Bill  ought  to  be  allowed  to  pass  its 
Second  Reading.  The  suggestions  of  hon. 
MembTs  opposite  could  be  dealt  with  in 
Committee. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

BELFAST  CORPORATION   BILL. 
[By  Order.] 

(3.35.)  Mr.  DH,L0N  (Mayo,  E.)  said 
the  Instruction  which  he  desired  to  move 
referred  to  Clauses  5  and  6  of  the  BilU 
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which  gave  power  to  the  Corporation  to  I  to  the  corporate  bodies  who   controlled 
acquire  the  land  on  which  the    Ulster    the  town  halls.     He  had  never  known  an 


instance  in  which  anyone  suggested  that 
the  use  of  the  lown  hall  should  be  refused 
because  his  politics  chanced  to  differ  from 
theirs.  He  thought  it  was  a  recognised 
principle  of   public   life   in   this   country 


Hail  was  built,  and  the  building  itself,  and 
to  make  any  alteration  which  they 
thought  fit  in  the  hall.  As  was  well 
known  to  Members  acquainted  with 
Belfast,  the  Ulster  Hall  was  the  only  hall 
in  the  city  in  which  a  really  large  public  i  ^^^^  no  matter  how  much  the  majority  in 

fathering  could  be  held.  It  was  a  very  ,  any  meeting  or  Corporation  might  differ 
ne  hall— perhaps  the  best  and  finest  in  '  ^^o"^  ^^^  minority  who  desired  to  use  the 
Ireland  for  that  purpose.  It  had  been  '  c^^y*^»'M«'**P^li^i<^l  irreligious  character^ 
owned  and  controUed  hitherto  by  a  private  ,  ^^^^.^^  ^f  desirable  that  they  should  not 
syndicate,  who  treated  it  as  a  commercial  [  ^«  interfered  with  and  that  they  should 
spei'ulation  and  let  it  for  public  meetings  I  ^^  f  perfect  hberty  to  state  their  views, 
of  every  character,  with  a  few  exceptions,    «^  *o«g^^  ^^^y  observed  law  and   pre- 


and  for  public  entertainments.    He  under- 
stood that,  being  a  very  large  and  valu 
able  hall,  it  had  not  been  a  very  success- 
ful   speculation  lately,   and  it   was  now 


served  decency  and  order,  and  complied 
with  the  general  regulations  under 
which  the  hall  was  managed.  That 
was  all  he  asked  for  in  this  Instruction 


desired,  very  naturally,  to  sell  it  to  the  .  *°^  nothing  more. 


Corporation  to  be  used  as  a  town  hall  or 
a  place  of  pu  bl  ic  asse  mbl  v .  He  asked  ho  n . 
iM  embers  to  observe  that  there  was  nothing 


When  he  first  .put  this  Instruction 
on  the  Paper,  he  was  under  the 
impression,    after,  a   conversation    with 


in  the  terms  of  the  Instruction  to  prevent  i  gentlemen    representing    the    Corpora- 
thc  Corporation  laving  down  any  set  of  1  tion,  that  it  would  be  unopposed,  and 

regulations       which        would        render  he  was  sorry  to  find  that   that  was  not 

absolutely    impcwsible  any   abuse   in  the  the  case.     The  debate  would  chiefly  turn 

way   of  hiring  the  hall   or  its   devotion  |  upon  the  question — Were  they  justified 

to  any  object  of  a  generally  objectionable  on  grounds  of    necessity  in  asking  for 

characttT— he   meant    any   improper    or  this  clause  ?    He   knew  it  would  be  said, 

indecent  exhibition.       The    Corporation  and  very  strongly  contended,  that   they 

under  that  Instruction  would  be  perfectly  ^ere  insulting  the  Corporation    by  ask- 

at    liberty   to   lay   down    any     body    of  j^g    f^r    a  security   of    this    character, 

general  regulations,   covering  the  use  and  j^  had  been   said  in  the  course  of  past 

letting  of  the   hall   and   the   only   object  debates  concerning  Belfast  that  the  Cor- 

and   effect  of  the  Instruction  would  be  poration  and  the  House  of  Commons  had 

that  the   Corporation   should   not   be   at  -^  ^^^^         -^   decided -unwillingly, 

liberty  to  }>oycott   or   exclude     rom   the  o?  course,  and  with  considerable  regret^- 

ha  1  anv  IxKly  of  citizens   on  religious  or  ^^^^^   -^    ^^^^^^    ^           f^,j         ^^^    ^^ 

pohtic^il  gnmmls.     W  as  it  or   was   it  no  ^.^  ^^^^  .^  ^^^   neeessarv  and  just  to 

fair  that  the    hall   should  be  open  U>  a  -                    exceptional    treatment    in 

who  desire<l    to    use    it    for   a   fair   and  ^i^ '^    ^  ^^            v            «     •       i    i      j 

11                       A  4.U  4r  :*.    k^..i.i « .*  these    matters.      Ao    man    in    Ireland 

reasonable  purpose,  and  that  it  should  not  ..4.  j  ^i    *             ..i        i      j- .        j  ? 

l>e  denied  to  a,^  of   the   minority  of  the  ,  [^-'"i^^  ^^.^^  '^^^  ,^>"  ^^  ^^f '  ^°^  ^« 

citizens  who  chanced  to  differ    politically  '  hoF^l  the  tinie  would  come  before  very 

or    religiouslv  from    the    majoritv  ^     i^  long    when    that    condition    of    things 

England,  iKxlies  of  Irish   Nationalists   in  would    have    passed    away,    and    when 

the  great  cities  were  much  less  numerous  they  would  be  able  to  trust  the  Corpora- 

ascorapareil  with  their  numbers  in  Belfast;  tion  of   Belfast  to  deal  with  the  Nation- 

and  yet  in  Glasgow,   Birmingham,    Man-  alist  minority  in  the  same  way  that  the 

chaster,  or  Ixnulon,  the  town  halls   were  Corporation  of  Glasgow,  or  Birmingham, 

never  denicfl  to  any  body  of  Irish  Nation-  or  London   dealt   with   the   Nationalist 

alists  who  desired  them  for  the  purpose  of  ]  minority  in  those  centres.     The  experi- 

holding  meetings,  and  that  was  even  true  ence  of  Irish  Nationalists  in  this  matter 

of  perioiis  when  Party  passion  and  Party  had  been  that  this  Ulster  Hall  had  been 

feeling  ran  very  high,  and  when  the  iMKly  in  the  hands  of  a  syndicate  of   private 

of  men  who  asked  for   them,    was   most  individuals,  who  included  amongst  them 

violently  opposed   to   the   views   of   the  some  representatives  of  the  Corporation 

majority  of  the  ratepayers,  and,  of  course,  of    Belfast,    and    they,    at    all    events. 
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might  be  taken  as  a  very  fair  average 
representation  of  the    same   sentiment 
which    inspired     the    Corporation    of 
Belfast.     On  more  than  one  occasion  in 
the  past,  application  had  been  made  bv 
men  who  represented  70,000 — one-fourth 
of  the    population    of  the  city  —  and 
the    hall    had  been    denied   to    them; 
and  on  one  occasion,  not  very  long  ago, 
the  owners  of  the  hall  said  they  would 
let    it    to    the    Nationalists,   who    had 
applied  for  it  for  a  public  meeting,  for 
£100 ;  whereas  it  was  let  to  gatherings 
in  sympathy  with  the  Corporation  and 
the  majority  in  Belfast  for  £15.     Was 
that   fairl    There   was  nothing  in  the 
Bill  as  it  stood  to  prevent  the  Corpora- 
tion doing  exactly  the  same  thing.    A 
very     curious     thing     happened     last 
autumn.    Again  an  application  was  made 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  Ulster  Hall  for 
liberty  to  hold  a  meeting,  which  was  to 
be    addressed   ty    the    hon.     Member 
for     Waterford      and      himself,      and 
^gain  it  was  refused.    But  on  further 
•consideration  —  he    would    not   say    it 
was    because     this     Bill     was     coming 
on — the  trustees  or  owners  of   the  hall 
•sent  word  that  they  could  have  it  on 
the   same  terms  as   it  was  usually  let. 
He  thought  probably  the  shadow  of  this 
Bill  had  some  effect  upon  it.    They  held 
their  meetings  the  hall  was  packed  to 
the   very  doors  by  a   very  respectable 
audience,  who  paid  a  very  high  price  to 
go  in ;  and   there  wasj  no   mischief  of 
any  kind  done,  and  the  meeting  was  a 
great  success.     Why  should  one-fourth 
of  the  citizens  be  denied  the  use  of  the 
only  great   public    hall   of    the    cit^  T 
That  was  the  issue  contained  in  the  In- 
struction, and  he  thought  hon.  Members 
who  approached  this  question  in  a  fair 
spirit,  when  they  had  heard  what  had 
been    their    experience   as  regards  the 
Ulster  Hall  in  the  past,  and  when  they 
knew    that    those    private    individuals 
who  had  had  control  over  the  hall  in  the 
past  might  be  fairly  accepted  as  represen- 
tatives of  the  spirit  of  the  majority  of  the 
Corporation,  would  agree  that  there  was 
nothing   unreasonable  in  the  fear  that 
the  same  policy  would  be  pursued  in  the 
future,  if  the  Corporation  were  allowed 
without  any  check  to  acquire  possession 
^f  the  hall,  as  was  pursued  in  the  past  by 
the  private  owners.    But  there  was  this 
great  difference — that,  of  course,  in  any 
Mr,  DUJm. 


city  '^in  the  world,  however  we  might 
condemn  their  action  and  regret  it,  any 
body  of  private  individuals  who  purchased 
a  site  or  a  hall  were  perfectly  entitled  to 
let  or  refuse  to  let  it  to  whoever  they 
liked.  But  it  was  a  very  different 
matter  when  the  hall  was  purchased 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  city.  It  then  became  a  great  action 
of  oppression  and  injustice  if  the  majority 
of  the  Corporation  were  to  deny  to  the 
minority  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall,  for 
which  they  were  paying  as  well  as  the 
other  citizens.  That  was  the  reason 
why  the  claim  he  made  was  so  great  to 
have  this  provision  inserted. 

Onjwhat]  ground,  did  the  Corporation 
object  to  the  Instruction  ]     He    should 
wait  with  curiosity  to  hear.     How  could 
any  member  or  representative  of  the  Cor- 
poration say  frankly  or  honestly  that 
he   believed  that  there  was  no  risk  or 
danger  of    the  Corporation   meeting  in 
the  way  he  had  described  and  refusing 
the  hall  for  meetings  of  a  political  com- 
plexion different  from  their  own  ?    Every 
man  ^who    knew    Belfast,  and    anyone 
concerned   with  the  honour  and  peace 
and  the  cultivation  of  goodwill  amongst 
the  different  sections  of  the  city,  would 
be  anxious  that  such  a  provision  as  this 
should  be  put  into  the  Bill  in  order  to 
protect  the  Corporation  against  them- 
selves   or    against    certain    hotheaded 
members  of   their  body,  and   to    secure 
that  this  additional  subject  of  contention 
and  bitter  feeling  should  not  be  added  to 
the    many    which    already,    unhappily, 
existed.    There    was    only    one    other 
ground  on  which  he  could  conceive  any 
Member  for    Belfast    objecting    to  the 
intoduction  of  this  safeguarding  clause. 
It    might  be    said  that   the    hall    and 
the  ratepayers  must  be  protected  against 
damage,   the  cost  of  which  would   fall 
upon  them.    That   appeared    to    be  a 
most    preposterous   argument.      Surely 
those  who   were   holding   the  meeting 
inside  the  hall  were  not  going  to  damage 
it.     The  damage  could  only  come  from 
some  crowd  attacking  the  hall  or  inter 
fering  with  the  meeting,  and  he  thought 
it     was     a     v^ery     strange    argument 
that    the    hall  should    not    be  let    to 
a  section  of  tha    population  opposed  to 
the  Corporation  in  politics,  for  fear  that 
any   section  of    the    population  might 
attack    the   meeting    and  damage  the 
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halL  That  appeared  to  be  a  kind  of 
premium  on  rowdjosm  and  riot,  and 
intimating  to  the  people  who  would 
cultivate  those  arts  in  Belfast  that  if 
they  were  only  riotous  they  would 
succeed  in  their  object  of  preventing  the 
holding  of  meetings.  But  really  it  was 
not  a  good  argument.  Those  who  knew 
the  topography  of  Belfast  and  the 
position  of  the  hall  knew  that  it  was 
removed  from  what  might  be  called  the 
fighting  district,  and  that  it  could  not 
be  interfered  with  by  a  mob  if  the 
police  took  ordinary  precautions.  What 
took  place  last  Autumn  when  he  spoke 
there  1  They  had  an  immense  meeting, 
and  all  kinds  of  threats  and  rumours 
were  in  the  air.  When  the  meeting 
assembled,  a  number  of  boys  and  noisy 
people  assembled  outside  the  doors  of  the 
hall,  but  a  very  few  poUce  dealt  with 
them  effectually,  and  not  the  slightest 
disturbance  took  place.  The  hall  was 
so  situated  that  proper  police  arrange- 
ments could  absolutely  secure  it  from  the 
invasion  of  anything  like  a  formidable 
mob.  That  was  a  question  really  of  the 
rights  of  a  minority,  and  if  a  similar 
case  arose  either  in  Dublin  or  Cork,  and 
if  the  Nationalist  Members  had  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin  or  Cork  would  seek  to  deny 
to  an  Orange  meeting  or  a  Tory  meeting 
the  use  of  the  town  hall,  purchased  and 
maintained  out  of  the  ratepayers*  money, 
they  would  be  delighted  to  agree  to 
any  clause  in  the  BiU  restraining  these 
Corporations  from  action  such  as  that. 
He  appealed  to  hon.  Members  opposite 
in  dealing  with  this  question  to  dismiss 
from  their  minds  for  a  moment  Party 
feelings  and  Party  considerations,  and 
address  themselves  to  it  simply  as  a 
question  of  fair  play  to  a  minority,  and 
of  protection  of  the  right  of  public 
meeting.     He  begged  to  move. 

Mr,  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  R)  said  he 
bad  much  pleasinre  in  seconding  the 
Motion  of  his  honoiu»ble  friend,  because 
if  the  instruction  were  inserted  in  the 
Bill  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  tend  to 
break  down  the  religious  and  political 
intolerance  which  unhappily  characterise 
the  dominant  party  in  Belfast.  Belfast 
was  famed  for  its  progress,  its  enlighten- 
ment, and,  in  some  respects,  its  liberaUty ; 
and    he    could    not    conceive    how    the 
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Corporation  could  object  to  a  large 
minority  of  the  ratepayers  being  afforded 
the  use  of  a  hall  purchased,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  with  their  own  money. 
To  his  mind,  the  clause  would  be  a  relief 
to  the  Corporation,  as  it  would  get  them 
out  of  a  difficulty.  There  was  a  very 
intolerant  section  in  Belfast,  which  had 
considerable  voting  interest,  and  if  the 
Corporation  would  set  that  section  an 
example  of  broad-mindedness,  toleration, 
and  liberality,  it  would  be  a  great  boon 
to  the  city.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
nothing  but  good  would  come  of  it.  It 
was  quite  time  that  the  recurring  riots 
which  had  drenched  the  streets  of 
Belfast  in  blood  should  be  put  an  end 
to,  not  only  by  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  but  also  by  those  who 
had  the  destinies  of  Belfast  in  their 
hands.  The  Corporation  might  say  that 
what  was  proposed  was  coercion,  but  they 
were  always  ready  in  Belfast  to  use 
coercion  against  political  opponents.  It 
was  not  coercion,  but  a  small  modicum 
of  that  fair  play  and  justice  which  the 
House  accorded  to  minorities  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  Empire.  \Vhy,  then, 
should  the  Catholics  and  Nationalists  of 
Belfast  be  exceptionally  treated  ?  He 
hoped  the  representatives  of  the  Belfast 
Corporation  in  the  House  would  rise  above 
the  narrow  bigotry  and  intolerance  which 
were  a  blot  on  Belfast,  and  had  long  Y>een 
a  by-word  among  the  civilised  peoples  of 
the  world. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  it  bo  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Belfast  Corporation 
Bill  to  insert  a  clause  providing  that 
the  Ulster^Hall  be  available  for  the  use 
of  any  section  of  the  community  of 
Belfast  who  comply  with  the  general 
regulations  laid  down  by  the  Corpora- 
tion for  the  letting  and  use  of  the  hall ; 
and  shall  not  be  refused  on  reUgious  or 
poUtical  grounds  by  the  Corporation  to 
any  body  of  citizens  who  desire  to  use 
it."— (i/r.  Dillon.) 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  (Belfast,  N.) 
said  that  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
had  brought  a  very  serious  charge  a^inst 
the  previous  administration  of  the  Ulster 
Hall,  but  the  hon.  Member  did  not  make 
it  clear  that  up  to  the  present  the  Cor- 
poration had  no  power  over  the  halL 
The  hon«  Member  abo  said  that  a  large 
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number  of  members  of  the  Corporation 
were  connected  with  the  hall,  either  as 
owners  or  administrators;  but  that  was 
not  the  case.  The  hall  was  built  primarily, 
to  a  large  extent,  for  the  purposes 
of  literature  and  music.  It  had  within 
its  walls  one  of  the  finest  organs  in 
Ireland,  the  gift  of  one  of  Belfast's  noblest 
citizens.  The  hall  was  built  by  share 
capital,  and,  not  being  profitable,  owing 
to  the  enormous  expense  of  keeping  it 
up,  it  went  into  the  market,  and  the 
Corporation  ultimately  agreed  to  buy  it. 
An  Act  of  Parliament  was  required,  and 
it  was  duly  advertised,  and  subsequently 
a  plebiscite  was  demanded,  which  resulted 
in  a  majority  of  four  to  one  in  favour  of 
the  purchase  of  the  hall.  No  meeting 
against  the  purchase  had  been  held  in 
Belfast,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  had  received  no  evidence  whatever 
which  could  justify  him  in  moving  his 
Motion.  No  doubt  the  hon.  Member 
was  discharging  a  splendid  duty,  and 
earning  for  himself  a  large  amount  of 
advertisement  in  connection  with  affairs 
in  Belfast,  but  he  was  acting  without 
the  fiat  of  the  citizens,  and  his  action 
was  self-devoted  and  not  representa- 
tive. Of  course,  according  to  the  hon. 
Member,  Belfast  was  a  most  bigoted 
place,  but  what  was  the  fact  1  Could  the 
hon.  Member  name  any  other  city  of 
the  same  political  complexion  in  which 
he  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
could  hold  a  large  meeting  without  the 
slightest  interference  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  gave  the  cases 
of  Birmingham,  Manchester,  London, 
and  Glasgow. 

Sir  JAMES  H ASLETT  said  he  wasdeal- 
ing  with  Ireland.  If  he  went  to  Limerick 
and  called  a  similar  meeting,  he  would 
be  pelted  through  the  city.  What  were 
the  facts  in  regard  to  Belfast  t  For  some 
years  past  the  Corporation  had  had  a 
public  hall  under  its  own  administration, 
and  he  challenged  hon.  Members  to 
produce  a  sinde  instance  in  which  the 
Roman  Catholics  had  asked  for  and 
been  refused  the  use  of  that  hall.  On 
the  contrary,  although  they  were  less 
than  one-fourth  of  the  popiilation,  they 
had  had  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
occupation  of  the  hall,  at  a  purely 
nominal  rate,  for  their  religious  and 
charitable  gatherings. 

Sir  James  HasUU. 


Mr.  DILLON  asked  in  what  hall 
under  the  control  of  the  Corporation 
Nationalists  had  ever  been  permitted  to 
hold  a  meeting  in  Belfast. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  instanced  the 
Exhibition  Hall,  but  said  he  did  not  refer 
to  Nationalists.  A  consideraUe  propor- 
tion of  the  Catholics  of  Belfast,  so  far 
from  being  Nationalists,  utterly  abhorred 
Nationalism.  If  this  Instruction  were 
passed,  the  Corporation,  even  though 
the  city  were  in  a  state  of  riot,  would 
be  unable  to  refuse  the  use  of  the  hall 
for  a  political  meeting. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  the  hon.  Member 
was  putting  a  wrong  interpretation  on 
the  Motion.  If  the  city  were  in  a  state 
of  riot,  any  general  regulations  would 
not  apply,  either  to  Nationalist  or 
Orange  meetings. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  contendedthat, 
as  no  bye-law  could  be  greater  than  the 
Act  under  which  it  was  made,  the 
Corporation  would  be  unable  to  refuse 
any  such  application.  The  ground  on 
which  this  Motion  was  put  forward  was 
that  the  Belfast  Corporation  was  in- 
tolerant. That  charge  had  been  made 
often  before,  and  had  been  refuted  as 
often  as  made.  Hon.  Members  declared 
that  Ireland  should  be  allowed  to  manage 
her  own  affairs.  Why  did  they  not 
apply  that  piinciple  to  Belfast,  instead 
of  asking  the  Imperial  Parliament  to 
interfere  in  a  matter  of  this  kind) 
The  past  history  of  Belfast  bore  testi- 
mony to  its  fair  treatment  of  minorities. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  always 
received  a  kindly  welcome  when  he 
visited  Belfast. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  the  last  time  but 
one  he  was  there  he  was  received  with  a 
perfect  whirlwind  of  nuts  and  stones. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  said  that  at  any 
rate  the  hon.  Member  had  been  more  kindly 
received  in  Belfast  than  in  certain  places 
in  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland,  where 
he  appeared  to  be  dominant  He  had 
never  been  charged  with  deserting  the 
people  whom  he  had  betrayed,  or  of  leav- 
ing people  on  the  roadside  not  provided 
for 
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^Mr.  speaker  intimated  to  the  hon. 
Member  was  going  into  matters  not 
relevant  to  the  proposal  before  the  House. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  (continuing) 
pointed  out  that  Belfast  had  agreed  to  ac- 
<]uire  this  hall ;  its  citizens  had  declared 
their  satisfaction  that  the  Corporation 
should  acquire  it,  and  they  had  not 
•demanded  the  imposition  of  the  slightest 
embarga  There  was  a  constitutional  way 
of  expressing  opinion  on  such  matters,  but 
no  action  had  been  taken  against  the 
Corporation.  On  the  contrary,  the  citizens 
had  expressed  their  opinion  niUy,  and  the 
hon.  Nlember  opposite  stood  alone  in  his 
opposition.  He  in  no  sense  represented 
the  general  feeline  of  the  people ;  he  did 
not  represent  Bel^t 

Mr.  DHjLON  :  I  represent  one-fourth 
of  the  people. 


Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  did  not  admit 
that.  He  claimed  that  he,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  Belfast,  and  his  hon.  friends 
around  him,  represented  the  citizens, 
while  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
in  no  sense  represented  them  or  their 
opinions  in  relation  to  this  hall. 

(4.12.)  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND 
(Waterford,  E.)  greatly  regretted  the 
tone  of  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat. 
He  could  not  see  any  reason  why 
this  question  should  not  be  discussed 
with  perfect  calmness,  and  without  im- 
porting those  elements  of  bitterness  into 
the  debate,  which,  unfortunately,  were  too 
much  in  evidence  in  the  public  mind  in 
the  north  of  Ireland.  The  House  must 
really  be  getting  tired  of  debates  about 
Belfast.  Belfast  was,  in  many  respects, 
a  very  great  and  prosperous  city,  but  it 
was  the  only  city  in  the  United  Kingdom 
which  invariably  came  before  Parliament 
in  discussions,  which  raged  around  these 
ouestions  of  bigotry  and  intolerance. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had  com- 
plained that  the  hon.  Meml)er  for  East 
Mayo  had  no  right  to  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  N&tionalists  of  Belfast,  and  he  con- 
tended that  the  Nationalists,  if  they 
wanted  to  make  their  voices  heard,  should 
<lo  so  in  a  constitutional  way.  What 
more  constitutional  way  could  there  be 
than  that  of  speaking  through  a  Member 


of  the  House  who  represented  their 
political  opinions  t  They  commrised  one- 
fourth  of  the  population  of  Belfast ;  they 
had  no  direct  representative  in  the  House, 
because  their  opinions  were  swamped  by 
the  anti  -  Nationalist  majority  around 
them,  and  when  they  sought  to  put 
their  views  before  the  House,  through 
a  Member  who  represented  their  political 
views,  the  hon.  Member  who  came 
forward  on  their  behalf  was  told  that 
he  had  no  right  to  speak  for  them. 
The  position  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  absurd.  One  wouU  think  from  the 
his  speech  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  had  in  some  way  opposed 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  that  he 
was  opposed  to  giving  to  the  Corporation 
the  ownership  and  control  of  this  hall. 
But  the  hon.  Member  had  taken  up  no 
such  position.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  had  alluded  to  a  plebiscite,  and 
said  that  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
votes  was  cast  in  favour  of  the  Corpora- 
tion obtaining  the  ownership  of  the  hall. 
Quite  so.  He  was  himself  in  favour  of 
the  Corporation  owning  the  halL  It  was 
proper  that  the  municipal  authority  in 
a  great  city  like  Belfast  should  have  the 
ownership  of  a  large  hall  such  as  the 
Ulster  Hall,  which  could  be  used  for  the 
purposes  for  which  town  halls  in  England 
were  used  All  that  was  asked  was  that 
some  guarantee  should  be  given  that  the 
use  of  the  Hall  should  not  be  confined 
to  one  section  of  the  population.  The 
hon.  Member  opposite  had  laboured  the 
point  very  much  that  this  was  a  Motion 

made  in  the  interests  of  the  Catholics 
of  Belfast,  and  he  had  asserted— although 
it  was  not  fully  correct — that  there  were 
a  large  number  of  Catholics  who  were 
not  Nationalists.  But  what  had  they  to 
Say  to  this  question  ?  The  proposal  was 
simply  that  a  guarantee  should  be  given, 
that  when  the  regulations  which  the 
Corporation  were  to  be  perfectly  free  to 
make— they  might  be  as  rigid  and  strict 
as  possible — were  complied  with,  the  use 
of  the  hall  should  not  be  denied  to  any 
section  of  the  population  on  purely  re- 
ligious or  political  grounds.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  declared  that  no  instance 
oould  be  given  of  halls  in  Belfast  being 
refused  for  such  reasona  He  was  sadly 
misinformed  about  his  own  constituency 
S2 
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Sir  JAMES  HASLETT :  I  said  there 
was  no  instance  in  which  the  Corporation 
of  Belfast  had  refused  the  hall  under 
their  control. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  that  did 
not  meet  tlie  case  at  all.  The  Corpora- 
tion had  had  under  their  control  only 
one  hall,  and  that  was  a  hail  never  used 
for  political  purposes.  It  was,  in  point 
of  fact,  a  concert  or  dancing-hall,  a  hall 
of  amusement.  That  haU  had  been 
given  by  the  Corporation  for  Catholic 
bazaars.  But  that  did  not  touch  the 
question  at  all.  They  were  now  speaking 
of  the  use  of  the  hall  for  political  pur- 
poses, and  of  its  being  granted  to  the 


If  this  Instruction  were  passed  it  would 
be  a  warning  to  all  sections  of  the 
population  of  Belfast  that  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House  freedom  of  speech  ought 
to  be  accorded  to  all  sections  of  the 
community;  and  it  would  be  a  declara- 
tion by  this  House  that  one  fourth  of 
the  population,  because  they  held  viewa 
which  were  repugnant  to  the  majority 
of  their  fellow  townsmen,  ought  not  to 
be  denied  their  right  of  free  speech  and 
public  meeting.  He  believed  that  by 
putting  this  Instruction  in  the  BOl 
this  House  would  not  only  secure  the 
right  of  free  speech  in  Belfast,  but  it 
would  also  have,  generally,  a  most  valua- 
able  effect  in  hastening  the  arrival  of  the 
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poration.    There  had  been  such  instances. 
There  was  an  occasion   two  years  ago 


with  him,  had  perhaps  more  reason  to 
wish  hastened  than  any  other  people  in 
L  •  J  L    1.  •    1  r  •     J     Ireland,  when  the  reproach  and  disgrace 

when,  accompanied  by  hw  hon.  friend,  i  ^^ich  rested  upon  it  at  the  present 
he  went  to  Belfast  to  address  a  great  i  moment  would  be  lifted  off  the  north  of 
pubhc  political  meeting.  The  use  of  this  j  Iceland,  when  this  feeling  of  religious 
very  Ulster  HaU  was  refused,  and  they  and  political  bigotry  will  cease  to  exist, 
were  obhged  to  hold  the  meeting  in  a  and  cease  to  menace,  as  it  did  at  present^ 
wretchedly  small  hall  which  could  not  ^  the  peace  of  the  city  every  day  that 
accomodate  one-fourth  of  the  people  who  '  passed  over  the  heads  of  the  citizens, 
desired  to  get  in.     The  result  was  that 

there  were  thousands  of  people  surging  (4.24.)  Mr.  WOLFF  (Belfast,  R) 
around  the  hall,  to  the  great  danger  of  the  said  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
pubUc  peace.  They  wanted  to  prevent  the  had  spoken  about  the  religious  bigo- 
possibilityof  that  happening.  The  men  who  try  wnich  prevailed  in  Belfast.  He 
refused  Ulster  Hall  to  them  were  precisely  did  not  wish  to  enter  fully  into  this 
the  same  class  and  the  same  political  Party  matter,  but  he  agreed  with  what  had 
that  was  dominant  today  in  the  Corpora-  been  said  that  it  was  a  great  pity  that  no 
tion,  and  he  did  not  know  that  they  had  Bill  which  had  the  object  of  effecting  an 
any  reason  to  believe  if  the  Ulster  Hall  improvement  in  Belfast,  could  be  brought 
was  refused  two  years  ago  by  these  into  this  House  without  there  being  a 
gentlemen  it  would  not  be  refused  a  bitter  political  and  religious  element  in- 
year  hence  by  the  Corporation,  who  troduced.  He  was  pleased  to  say  that 
represented  the  same  class  and  the  same  on  this  occasion  that  feeling  had  not 
political  Party  in  Belfast.  They  were  originated  on  the  ministerial  side  of  the 
not  making  an  unreasonable  demand.  House.  Any  feeling  of  religious  antago- 
If  the  House  would  consider  this  question  nism  which  had  been  imported  into  this 
fairly  they  would  come  to  the  conclusion  debate  had  been  brought  in  by  the  sup- 
that  a  hall  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  under  porters  of  the  Resolution  which  had  been 
proper  regulations  and  at  the  disposal  of  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Blast 
all  sections  of  the  population.  If  Mayo.  With  regard  to  the  Resolution 
hon.  Members  would  look  back  to  the  itself  there  were  two  questions  to  be 
history  of  Belfast,  they  would  see  that  asked  in  connection  with  it  The  first 
they  had  a  strong  justification  for  was,  was  it  reasonable,  and  the  second, 
fearing  that  this  would  not  take  place  was  it  necessary  t  If  the  hon.  Member 
if  the  nail  were  given  to  the  Corporation  for  East  Mayo  meant  that  in  the  letting 
without  some  such  Instruction  as  his  hon.  of  this  hall  no  distinction  at  all  should  be 
friend  had  moved.  He  believed  that  made  to  any  Party,  then  he  entirely 
this  Instruction,  if  put  into  the  Bill,  agreed  with  it;  but  if  he  went  further 
would  tend  to  break  down  that  wretched  and  said  that  this  Resolution  was  necee- 
feeling  of  religious  and  political  bigotry  sary  to  procure  equality  of  treatment,, 
which  was  the  disgrace  of  Belfast  today,    then  he  cUffered  from  him  entirely.     The 
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hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterford 
«aid  he  had  no  assurance  that  the  Cor- 
poration would  carry  out  any  such  under- 
taking. In  this  he  was  mistaken.  He 
was  afraid  he  had  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  composition  of  the  Corpora- 
tion since  the  last  Bill  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  boundaries  was  passed.  He 
could  not  see  any  reason  why  such 
dangers  should  be  entertained.  No  in- 
stance had  been  quoted  in  which  the 
Corporation  refused  to  let  the  hall.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterford 
said  that  Ulster  Hall  was  refused  to  him, 
but  that  hall  had  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  Corporation.  He  thought  it  was 
very  unfortunate  that  such  a  Motion  as 
this  should  be  made.  Hon.  Members 
opposite  had  complained  about  the 
prejudices  of  one  Party  against  another 
in  Belfast/  which  resulted  in  riot. 
If  they  thought  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  something  should  be 
put  into  the  Bill  to  compel  the  Cor- 
poration to  cease  to  let  the  hall  to 
all  parties,  surely  the  evidence  in  support 
of  that  course  could  be  brought  before 
the  Committee,  and  it  could  then  be 
decided  on  the  evidence  of  witnesses 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  put  such  a 
clause  in  the  Bill  or  not  But  why 
should  a  Resolution  be  passed  by  the 
House  binding  the  Committee  hard  and 
fast  without  any  proof  whatever  ?  He 
thought  it  would  be  very  much  better 
if  the  hon.  Member  were  to  withdraw 
liis  Motion,  get  his  evidence  together, 
4md  place  it  before  the  Committee,  and 
liaving  got  the  witnesses  before  them, 
the  Committee  could  put  in  a  clause  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  the  Party  with 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
was  connected  if  they  thought  the  evidence 
justified  it.  He  stron^y  objected  to 
such  an  imputation  being  put  upon  the 
Belfast  Corporation  as  was  implied  in 
this  Resolution  without  any  evidence 
whatever. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) said  he  intervened  for  one 
moment  for  one  specific  purpose 
only.  He  wanted  to  call  attention 
to  the  very  large  and  important 
question  about  which,  in  his  bumble 
judgment,  the  Committee  ought 
(o  be  authoritatively  advised  before  it 
proceeded   to  deal  with  this  Bill  at  all 


one  way  or  the  other.  He  wanted  to 
know  what  was  the  law  of  Ireland  on 
the  main  point  involved  in  the  Instruc- 
tion which  had  beon  moved  by  his  hon. 
friend.  The  main  thing  about  the  In- 
struction was  that  the  Ulster  Hall  should 
be  available  for  any  section  of  the  com- 
munity of  Belfast  who  complied  with 
the  general  regulations  laid  down  by  the 
Corporation  for  the  letting  and  use  of 
the  Hall.  That  was  the  essential  portion 
of  the  Instruction,  and  the  rest  of  it 
might  be  subject  to  some  misinterpreta- 
tion. He  wanted  to  know  what  was  the 
law  in  Ireland  now  upon  this  point. 

♦Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Bel- 
fast, S.)  :  What  is  the  law  in  Oreat 
Britain? 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  he 
was  not  prepared  to  say,  and  it  was  not  his 
business  to  advise  the  House.  He  wished 
to  know  if  it  was  lawful  to  discriminate 
in  the  use  of  corporate  property  between 
one  class  of  ratepayers  and  another. 
Was  that  possible  under  the  existing 
law  ?  It  was  most  unreasonable  that 
any  such  power  should  belong  to  a 
municipal  Corporation. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Section  5  says  the 
Corporation  shall  have  power  to  let  the 
premises  from  time  to  time  for  such 
purposes  and  on  such  terms  as  they  may 
think  proper.  They  are  to  be  the  judges 
of  the  purposes. 

Mr.  EDMUNDROBERTSONsaid  that 
clause  seemed  to  be  an  additional  reason 
for  moving  this  Instruction,  and  he  felt 
bound  to  support  it  unless  it  could  be 
shown  that  according  to  law  it  was  not 
necessary.  He  thought  the  Attorney 
General  ought  to  make  it  clear  whether 
this  Bill,  if  passed,  would  allow  the 
Belfast  C!orporation  to  discriminate 
between  Catholics  and  Protestants  or 
between  Nationalists  and  Unionists  as  to 
the  use  of  this  halL 

(4.37.)  Mr.  macartney  (Antrim, 
S.)  said  he  was  sorr}*  that  he  could  not 
give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  assur- 
ance he  asked  for.  He  could,  however, 
give  the  House  this  assurance.  He  knew 
from  the  legal  adviser  of  the  Corporation 
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oi  Belfast  that  it  would  be  quite  impos- 
sible for  the  Corporation  to  discriminate 
between  the  various  classes  of  ratepayers, 
and  if  such  discrimination  did  occur  the 
ratepayers  had  the  remedy  against  the 
Corporation.  The  House,  however,  had 
to  consider  whether  any  case  had  been 
made  out  for  discrimination  between  the- 
Corporation  of  Belfast  and  any  other 
Corporation  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
What  was  really  the  object  of  the  In- 
struction which  had  been  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  1  It  would 
place  a  compulsion  on  the  Corporation  of 
Belfast,  which  no  other  Corporation  was 
under  in  the  United  Kingdom,  to  let  this 
hall  to  any  ratepayers  who  applied  fo 
it.  Let  him  give  an  illustration  as  to 
how  that  might  place  the  Corporation  in 
a  very  great  diflficulty.  Take  the  case  in 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
and  his  friends  went  down  from  Belfast, 
and  were  unable  to  obtain  the  use  of  the 
Ulster  HalL  It  was  then  private  pro- 
perty. The  friends  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford  who  applied  for  the  use  of 
that  hall  were  not  in  a  position  to  enter 
into  the  security  which  was  required  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  hall,  who  did  not 
regard  them  as  sufficient  security.  [Cries 
of  "  Oh,  oh  r ']  Every  hall  in  the  country 
was  let  under  certain  conditions  of 
security.  The  proprietors  of  the  Ulster 
Hall  said,  **We  are  prepared  to  let  you 
have  the  use  of  the  hall  for  £100.*' 
This  was  only  an  alternative  way  of  get- 
ting hold  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  as 
security ;  and  because  the  persons  con- 
nected with  the  meeting  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  wished  to  address 
were  not  considered  to  be  sufficient 
security  for  £100,  the  hall  was  refused 
to  them. 


Mr.  DILLON:  They  asked  £100  for 
the  use  of  the  hall  for  the  night.  The 
regular  price  is  only  £15. 

Mr.  macartney  said  he  did  not  in 
the  least  accuse  the  hon.  (Gentleman  of 
making  a  mis-statement.  He  was  only 
explaining  the  reason  why  £100  was 
asked  for  the  use  of  the  hall.  They 
would  have  got  the  hall  at  the  ordinary 
price  if  they  could  have  become  security 
for  a  further  sum  of  £100,  but  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  hall  did  not  consider  that 

Mr,  MaCartney. 


they  were  sufficient  security.  The  Cor- 
poration of  Belfast  had  had,  for  the  past 
seven  years,  the  management  of  a  large- 
hall  as  their  own  property,  and  no  com- 
plaints had  been  made  that  anv  section 
of  the  community  had  been  favoured. 
Neither  inside  nor  outside  of  the  Council 
Chamber  in  Belfast  had  any  one  raised 
this  point,  which  was  supposed  to  emanate 
from  Belfast.  Therefore  he  submitted 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo- 
was  not  justified  in  asking  the  House  to 
take  this  exceptional  course  of  apfdying: 
to  the  Corporation  of  Belfast  a  compul- 
sion which  no  other  Corporation  in  the 
United  Kingdom  was  under  at  the  present 
time.  If  there  was  a  real  case  of  in- 
justice lying  behind  the  case  presented 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo^ 
there  would,  he  submitted,  be  ample  op- 
portunity of  proving  it  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  he  should  be  the  last  person 
to  oflFer  any  objection  to  that.  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  was  not  even 
supported  by  the  Nationalist  membera 
on  the  Corporation  or  by  Nationalist 
opinion  in  the  city  of  Belfast.  In  con- 
clusion, he  submitted  that  the  evidence 
did  not  justify  the  House  in  taking  the 
very  exceptional  course  which  had  beea 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo. 

*(4.42.)  Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.> 
said  that,  as  a  Protestant  himself,  and  aa 
representing  a  very  large  Roman  Catholic 
constituency  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  he 
wished  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  this 
Instruction.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
under  the  clauses  of  the  proposed  BiU 
the  Corporation  of  Belfast  would  have 
the  absolute  control  over  the  Ulster 
Hall,  and  could  withhold  the  use  of  that 
hall  from  any  party  applying  for  it. 
They  were  the  trustees  of  the  parties, 
who  had  constituted  them  the  Council, 
but  as  long  as  they  were  there  they 
were  the  absolute  owners  of  the  hall^ 
and  could  refuse  the  use  of  it  to  any 
body  or  party  who  applied  for  it  They 
were  exactly  in  the  same  poaition  as 
private  individuals.  If  they  aoused  their 
trust  by  withholding  the  hall  from 
proper  persons  or  bodies,  the  remedy 
was  in  the  hands  of  those  who  had 
elected  them,  when  the  next  opportunit7 
came,  not  to  renew  their  mandate.  He 
asked  the  House  to  pass  this  Resolutioik 
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because  the  tone  of   the  hon.    Member 
who  first  spoke  against  it   must  show 
the   House  what  an  amount  of  odium 
ihsolofficum  prevailed  in  Belfast,  and  how 
much  that  accounted  for  the  unhappy 
religious  and  political  strife  whfch  had 
been  for  so  many  centuries  the  bane  of 
Ireland.    Passing  this  Instruction  would 
be,  at  all  events  to  the  public  at  large, 
an  indication  that  this  House  strongly 
reprobated  the  notion  that  any  body  of 
citizens  who  complied  with  the  regula- 
tions for  controlling  and  regulating  the 
Ulster  Hall,  or  any  other  hall,  should  not 
have  free  access  to  it  and  full  use  of  it. 
One  point  put  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
spoke    last    showed   how   impossible    it 
would  be    for  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Belfast,  who  were  a  considerable  body, 
to  hope  to  have  the  advantage  and  the 
use  of    the   hall,   which    the    Bill  was 
about     to     vest    in     the    Corporation 
of    Belfast,    because    it    was     manifest 
that    by    putting    a    prohibitive    price 
like   £100,    as    contrasted    with    £15, 
they  would  be  able,  in  the  absence   of 
such  an  Instruction  as  this,  to  exclude 
the  representatives  of   some  particular 
religion   or  party  from  the  use  of  the 
haU. 

Mr.  macartney  said  there  was 
no  prohibitive  price  on  the  use  of  the 
hall;  it  was  £15,  provided  security 
could  be  given  for  £100.  In  this  par- 
ticular case,  the  persons  were  not 
sufficient  security,  and  they^were  asked 
to  put  down  £100.  If  they  had  been 
sufficient  security,  they  would  have  got 
the  hall.  The  Corporation  could  not 
have  two  prices;  it  must  have  one 
price  fixed  for  the  use  of  the  hall. 

♦Mb.  HEMPHILL  asked  if  it  was 
supposed  that  persons  animated  by  the 
feeling  of  some  of  the  Northern  Members 
would  ever  consider  that  Roman  Catholics 
or  Nationalists  could  be  sufficient  security 
for  anything.  This  was,  apparently,  a 
I^gal  way  of  carrying  out  the  object  of 
excluding  the  party  they  disapproved  of 
from  the  use  of  the  hall,  ^ut  why 
should  not  a  large  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Belfast,  who  were  willing 
to  comply  with  any  reasonable  regula- 
tions imposed  by  the  Corporation,  have 
permission  (if  they  were  vesting  the 
hall  in  the  Corporation)  to  use  it  for  all 


purposes]  How  weak  the  cause  of 
Toryism  or  Protestantism  must  be  in 
BelfuSt,  if  it  conid  not  bear  the  light  of 
public  opinion  to  be  thrown  upon  it, 
and  was  afraid  to  hear  the  arguments 
of  some  of  his  good  friends  below  the 
gangway.  It  was  the  very  worst  com- 
pliment hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  could 
pay  the  cause  they  so  strongly  and 
vehemently  attempted  to  uphold.  The 
other  hon.  Member  for  Belfast  was  much 
more  moderate  in  his  tone,  and,  he 
thought,  spoke  as  a  man  who  felt 
conscious  that  an  injustice  was  being  done. 
He  thought,  at  this  time  of  day,  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  affirm  the 
principle  that  every  public  building 
should  be  open  to  every  advocate  of 
any  cause,  so  long  as  the  meeting  was 
properly  and  legally  conducted.  This  was 
only  a  declaration  that  the  Corporation 
should  keep  that  principle  in  view,  and 
if  they  wished  to  get  this  hall,  they  must 
get  it  subject  to  that  condition. 

(4.47.)  The  SECRETARY  to  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  AENOLi>.FoRSTER,Bel. 
fast,  W.):  I  may  be  allowed,  as  a  Member 
for  BeUist,  to  add  my  word  in  support  of 
what  was  said  by  my  colleague.  I  am 
not  in  the  least  surprised  that  this 
matter  has  been  brought  before  the 
House,  because  I  am  well  aware  that 
there  is  a  disposition  always  to  challenge 
and  to  criticise  anything  that  is  done  m 
Belfast,  because  that  city  is  still  a  con- 
sideraUe  obstacle  in  the  way  of  some 
hon.  Grcntlemen  opposite.  [Nationalist 
cries  of  "  Oh  !  "]  If  it  is  the  desire  of 
hon.  Members  to  treat  others  as  they 
desire  to  be  treated,  then  they  should 
apply  to  the  Corporation  of  Belfast  the 
same  conditions  which  are  appUed  to 
other  Corporations  in  the  cities  in  which 
they  Uve.  It  has  not  been  proved  that 
there  is  any  probability  that  the  power 
of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Belfast 
will  be  abused  any  more  than  the  power 
of  the  Corporation  of  any  great  city,  and 
until  that  proof  has  been  brought  forward 
and  substantiated,  I  maintain  that  we 
should  not  be  asked  to  inflict  this  dis- 
ability on  the  Corporation  of  Belfast. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  said  that 
the  whole  thing  desired  to  be  accomplbhed 
is  really  accomph'shed  in  the  first  part  of 
this  proviso. 
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Mr.  DILLON :  If  I  withdraw  the  last 
part,  will  you  agree  to  the  Instruction  1 

Mr.  ARNOLD -FORSTER:  I  think 
the  first  part  is  already  included  in  the 
law,  but  I  should  be  willing  to  agree 
that  the  Corporation  should  nuike 
reasonable  regulations,  to  apply  to  all 
parties  alike.  That  would  be  perfectly 
reasonable.  It  is  proposed  to  im- 
pose a  condition  on  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Belfast  which  you  do  not 
impose  on  any  other  Corporation. 
If  you  tried  to  impose  on  the  Corpora- 
tion of  London  or  Manchester,  or  any 
other  city,  such  a  condition  as  this,  you 
would  signally  fail  in  the  attempt. 
Politics  and  religion  may  come  in  many 
guises.  I  cannot  support  the  proposal 
to  make  this  exceptional  legislation 
apply  to  Belfast  only,  of  all  the  Corpora- 
tions in  the  United  Kingdom.  I  support 
the  suggestion  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Belfast  that  the  House 
might  let  this  matter  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  ordinary  way,  being 
perfectly  certain  that  the  House  can 
entrust  to  the  judgment  of  that 
fair-minded  body  —  one  of  its  own 
Committees —the  task  of  securing  that 
what  is  just  and  reasonable  shall  be 
incorporated  in  this  Bill. 

♦(4.52.)  Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) 
said  they  had  had  the  unique  spectacle 
of  the  present  and  the  late  Secretaries 
to  the  Admiralty  joining  together  as 
happy  brothers  in  opposing  this 
Instruction.  He  thought  it  was  only 
religious  intolerance  and  bigoted  Union- 
ism that  could  produce  this  coalition. 
Most  Members  of  the  House  would 
be  struck  bv  the  difference  in  tone  between 
the  speeches  of  the  Members  for 
Belfast.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Belfast  thought  the  Instruction  was  a 
reasonable  one,  but  pleaded  that  it  was 
not  necessary.  The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Belfast,  who  was  the  chief  wire- 
puller of  theCorporation,did  not  give  even 
a  promise  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation 
that  the  hall  would  not  be  used  as  they 
were  led  to  believe  that  it  would  be  used 
when  the  Corporation  got  possession  of 
it.  He  found  that  the  Bufast  Evening 
Telegraph  said — 

**  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  owners  of  the 
Ulster  Hall  have  power  to  refuse  any  application 

Mr,  Amold-Forsier, 


they  like,  and  when  a  possible  breach  of  the 
peace  is  anticipated  or  where  speakers  whoae 
views  are  antagonistic  to  the  majority  of  the 
citizens  are  present,  we  consider  the  owners  are 
perfectly  justified  in  refusing  the  use  of  the  halL*' 

He   hoped    hon.   Members    would  note 
that  declaration  on  the  part  of  a  leading 
Unionist    organ  in  Belfast,    and    that 
they    would   deduce    from  that    what 
were  the    intentions     of    the     Belfast 
Corporation  in  reference  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  hall  in  future.    If  his  hon. 
friends  the  Members  for  East  Mavo  and 
Waterford  desired  to  address  a  meeting 
in  the  Ulster  Hall,  they  would  doubtless 
be  told  that  their  views  were  antagonistic 
to  the  majority  of  the  citizens.     If  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  went  there  to 
proclaim  his  views  on  a  Catholic  Univei^ 
sity  for  Ireland,  he  would  receive  a  similar 
answer.    He    would  ask   the  House  to 
consider  in  whose  hands  the  letting  of 
the  hall  would  be.    It  would  practically 
mean  that  the  hall  would  be  managed  by 
the    town    clerk    of    Belfast,    who   he 
believed  was  now  in  the  gallery  of  the 
House.     That    gentleman    swore   once 
before  a  Royal  Commission  that  he  could 
tell  a   Catholic  by  looking  at  his  faca 
They  were  expected  to   hand  over  the 
rights  of  Catholic  citizens  of  Belfast,  in  the 
matter  of  the  use  of  this  hall,  to  this 
expert  in  religious  and  political  physiog- 
nomy.    The  hon.    Member  for   North 
Belfast  stated  that  the  Belfast  Corpora- 
tion had  always  treated  the  Catholics  of 
Belfast  with  the  greatest  generositv,  but 
as  a   matter  of   fact    until  the  House 
interfered,   under  a  Conservative   Gov- 
ernment,    no    Catholic     was     allowed 
to  join  the  Corporation  or  obtain  any 
appointment      under    it.      Since     the 
last  Act   was  passed,  the   hon.  Member 
for    East    Belfast    said     the    represen- 
tation   had    been  broadened   and   that 
all   religious    bodies    now   had     repre- 
sentation.      He    foi^ot     to     tell     the 
House,   however,  that   he  himself  and 
those  who  sat    with  him  opposed  that 
Bill  when   it    was    before    the    House. 
That  Corporation,  moreover,  which  was 
said  to    be  a  model  of   toleration,  and 
which  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  cited  ae 
such,  excluded  Catholics  from  its  employ- 
ment, and,  both  before  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion   in    1887    and    the    Parliamentair 
Committee  in  1892,  the  town  clerk  of  Bel- 
fast   admitted  that    there    were    only 
two  Catholic  employees  out  of  ninety-one 
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in  responsible  positions ;  and  he 
admitted  also  that  only  £250  out  of  nearly 
£17,000  paid  in  salaries  by  the  Corpor- 
ation went  to  those  who  constituted 
nearly  one-fourth  of  the  city's  popu- 
lation. The  hon  Baronet  shook 
his  head,  but  between  the  sworn 
testimony  of  his  own  town,  clerk 
and  the  shaking  of  the  hon.  Baronet*s 
head,  he  was  bound  to  abide  by  the 
evidenca  It  was  also  an  instructive 
fact  that  a  few  days  ago  the  Belfast 
Corporation,  in  making  the  appointment 
of  manager  to  the  public  baths,  situated 
In  the  Catholic  quarter  of  the  city, 
absolutely  refused  to  entertain  the  claims 
of  Catholic  applicants  for  the  appoint- 
ment The  hon.  Baronet  and  the 
ex-Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  and 
others,  had  protested  against  that  Motion 
on  the  grounds  that  it  was  very  ex- 
ceptional legislative  action,  and  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  had  been  done  with 
regard  to  other  Corporations.  But  the 
whole  history  of  Belfast  legislation  had 
been  exceptional.  The  representation 
to  which  reference  had  been  made 
was  secured  by  the  direct  interven- 
tion of  all  Members  in  that  House.  In 
the  year  1892  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee refused  to  pass  the  preamole  of  a 
Bill  promoted  by  the  Belfast  Corpora- 
tion until  that  Corporation  aban- 
doned its  right  to  interfere  with 
local  Catholic  reformatories,  to  the 
maintenance  of  which  the  ratepayers 
^x>ntributed — a  decision  which  was  in- 
evitable, but  which  stood  absolutely 
without  parallel  in  the  history  of  muni- 
cipal institutions.  Hon.  Members  op- 
posite had  their  faults,  God  knew;  but 
there  was  one  they  had  not  been  accused 
of — religious  bigotry,  and  he  contended 
that  any  hon.  Member  who  had  listened 
to  that  discussion  with  an  unbiassed  mind 
would  say  that  a  conclusive  case  had  been 
made  out  that  Catholic  rights  in  the 
management  of  that  hall  should  be  pro- 
tected and  that  the  arguments  of  the 
supporters  of  the  Bill  had  completely 
failed.  The  hon.  Member  for  East  Bel- 
fast, addressing  a  gathering  of  working 
men  in  Queen  s  Island,  said — 

"We  cannot  do  anything  witboat  the  help 
of  England,  and^on  have  disgusted  the 
English  people.  They  will  »av.  *  vVhat  i&  the 
ffood  of  ns  doinff  anything  tor  the  Ulster 
lellowB  if  they  wQl  not  behave  thenmelves?' 
li  yon  have  a  bit  of  common  eenae,  yoa  will 
Just  drop  it." 


That  was  an  excellent  speech,  and  he 
would  say  to  the  opponents  of  the  In- 
struction that  if  they  had  a  bit  of  common 
sense  they  would  just  drop  it  It  was 
very  little  they  asked,  and  there  had 
been  no  argument  worthy  of  considera- 
tion advanced  against  this  Instruction. 
If  they  honestly  desired  to  have  freedom 
of  speech  in  Belfast,  why  did  they  not 
accept  the  Instruction,  which  inflicted 
no  indignity;  and  only  ensured  that  all 
people  in  the  city  should  be  treated 
alike  1  The  Belfast  Corporation  the  other 
day  decided  that  if  that  Instruction  were 
deemed  necessary  by  the  House,  there 
should  be  some  provision  inserted  for  the 
protection  of  the  ratepayers.  That  was  a 
more  reasonable  spirit  than  that  exhibited 
by  the  representatives  of  the  city  in  that 
House  that  day,  who  had  out-Heroded 
Herod,  and  declined  to  accept  even  what 
the  Corporation  were  prepared  to  adopt. 
He  appealed  with  every  confidence  to 
hon.  Members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  to  give  one  more  evidence,  as 
they  had  done  again  and  again  before, 
that  they  were  determined  not  to  allow 
their  public  action  to  be  controlled  or 
dictated  by  political  or  religious  bigotry. 

♦(5.10.)  Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON 
said  he  rose  only  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  for  a  few  moments,  but  this 
matter  so  vitally  affected  the  interests  of 
the  great  city  of  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  be  one  of  the  Members,  that 
he  appealed  to  the  House  to  grant  him 
its  indulgence.  It  was  desired  by  this 
Instruction  to  place  Belfast  in  a  unique 
position.  It  was  desired  to  stigmatise  it 
as  unworthy  of  municipal  government. 
It  was  desired  to  place  it  in  a  position  of 
inferiority  to  the  great  cities  of  England 
and  Scotland,  which  had  been  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  their  own  affairs. 
He  confidently  appealed  to  the  House — at 
any  rate,  he  appealed  to  hon.  Members  on 
his  ownside  of  the  House — not  toallowthat 
stigma  to  be  attached  to  one  of  the  great 
strongholds  of  loyalty  and  law  in  Ireland ; 
a  city  which  had  sent  out  its  soldiers  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  the  British  flag ; 
a  city  which  year  after  year— he  might 
almost  say  century  after  century — had 
been  extending  and  progressing  and 
prospering  in  a  way  which  he  should  be 

flad  ind^   to  see  the  other  cities  of 
reland  emulating.    Something  had  been 
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8aid  about  the  town  clerk  of  •Belfast,  and 
something    about  the  population.     He 
need  say  nothing  about  the  town  clerk : 
it  was  unnecessary  to  those  who  knew 
him.     For  many  years  he  had  devoted 
enterprise  and  energy  and  abilities  of  no 
mean  order  to  the  development  of  the 
industrial  resources  of  Belfast.     He  was 
a  party,  when  the  boundaries  of  Belfast 
were  extended,  to  the  arrangement  by 
which  the  Roman  Catholics  participated 
in  the  divisions  of  the  city  in  order  that 
they  might  be  represented  in  the  Cor- 
poration; and  he  ventured  to  assert  of 
the  Corporation  of  Belfast  that  it  was  as 
generous,  as  large-minded,  and  as  ready 
to  give  fair  play  to  the  Boman  Catholics 
as  to  the  Protestants  in  any  question 
that    came    before     it.      He    was    an 
Orangeman,    and   it   was  part    of   the 
Orange   obligation  not    to  wrong    any 
man  on  account  of  hisjreligious  opinions. 
Very  few  members  of  the  Corporation  of 
Belfast  were  Orangemen,  but  he  thought 
he  spoke  their  sentiments  when  he  said 
they  did  not  attach  any  stigma  or  inflict 
any  penalty  on  a  Roman  Catholic  because 
he  happened  to  belong   to  the  Roman 
Cathouc  Church  and  reside  in  Belfast. 
But  this   Instruction  had  been  moved 
by      the     hon.      Member     for      East 
Mayo.    He      would    like     the     House 
to     listen    to    some    words    used    by 
the     hon.     Member     for     East    Mayo 
in  Glasgow  on  the   16th    March.     He 
concluded  his  speech  as  follows — 

"They  were  disloyal  and  would  remam 
disloyal  until  they  got  their  freedom.  When 
the  compact  was  ma(&  between  the  two  countries 
it  would  never  be  a  compact  between  a  slave 
and  his  master." 


♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
going  beyond  the  question  now  before 
the  House. 

♦Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  said  of 
course  he  would  bow  to  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair,  not  like  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo,  and  he  would  not  challenge  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  by  a  Resolution  of  the 
House  as  was  proposed  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wa  terf  ord.  He  on!  v  desired  to  quote 
the  speeches  of  the  hon.  Member  in  order 
to  show  the  improper  use  to  which  the 
Ulster  Hall  might  be  put.  He  should, 
however,  keep  the  quotations  until  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford  brought  for- 
ward his  Resolution  with  reference  to  the 

Mr,  William  Johnston, 


Speaker's  ruling.  In  conclusion  he  asked 
the  House  to  continue  to  the  Corporation, 
of  Belfast  the  power  to  manage  their 
own  affairs  without  any  mandatory 
Instruction  which  would  not  be  tolerated 
by  any  city  in  England  or  Scotland.  He 
asked  the  House  to  refuse  to  sanction  the- 
Instruction  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
put  a  stigma  on  Belfast,  and  mark  it  out 
as  the  only  city  in  the  British  Empire 
unworthy  to  be  trusted  with  the 
management  of  its  own  affairs. 


(5.20.)  MR.  HARRINGTON  (DubUn, 
Harbour)  said  if   any  justification  were 
needed  for  the  Instruction   moved   by 
his  hon.  friend  it  had  been  afforded  by 
the  speeches  delivered  by  hon.  Members- 
opposite.      Every  speaker  who  had  op* 
posed  the  Instruction  had  given  the  cue 
to  the  Corporation  of  Belfast  to  restrict 
the   use    of  the   Ulster  Hall  to   those 
who  agreed   with  the  majority  of   the 
Corporation.      No     one     could      have 
listened  to   the  speeches  of  those  who 
addressed   the  House  in   opposition  to 
the  Motion,  without  being  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  every  Member  represent- 
ing Belfast  desired  to  keep  the  use  of  the 
Ulster   Hall  from  the   minority.    From» 
the    Secretary   to    the    Treasury    they 
would   have    expected    a    statement  of 
greater  moderation,   but    even  he  had 
directly  laid  it  down  that  the  Corporsr 
tion  should   be  free  to  judge,  and  he 
further    said     religious     and    political 
questions  were  the  most  dangerous.    If 
this  were  a  case  of  there  being  a  large 
number  of  halls  available  for  public  use 
in  Belfast  it  would  be  a  different  matter* 
but  this    was    a    case    of  limiting  the 
accommodation  which  all  sections  of  the 
community  hitherto  enjoyed  according 
to  the  rent    they    paid      It    was   the 
property  of  a  syndicate,  and  as  they  paid 
the  rent  so  all  sections  of  the  community 
could    enjoy  the   use  of  it.      Now  the 
hall    was    to    be    taken  over    bv    the 
Corporation,  that  in  itself  was  a  limita- 
tion; and  was  it  unreasonable  to  ask, 
having   regard  to  all  the  circumstances 
of  Belfast,  that  in  this  Bill  should  be  a  pro- 
vision safeguarding  the  interests  of  every 
section  of  the  community,  and  to  insure 
that  this  Hall  should  not  be  used  by  one 
section  and  denied  to  another ;  that  it 
should  not  be  allowed  for  the  use  of  the 
majority  and  denied  to  the   minority  of 
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the  population  in  Belfast.  The  opposition 
taken  to  this  Bill  by  hon.  Memoers  for 
Belfast  was  that  this  Instruction  was  an 
insult  to  the  Corporation  of  Belfast,  but 
behind  the  Corporation  there  were  the 
people  who  brought  pressure  on  that 
body.  He  thought  tlus  Instruction,  if 
inserted  in  the  Bill,  would  be  of  mat 
assistance  to  the  Corporation  of  Belfast, 
because  if  it  were  incorporated  in  the  Bill 
it  would  place  a  reply  in  the  hands  of 
the  Corporation  which  they  could  make 
to  everybody  who  objected  to  the  letting 
of  the  Hall.  What  would  take  place 
would  be  this.  If  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  were  to  be  asked  to  address 
a  meeting  in  Belfast,  the  Corporation 
would  be  threatened  by  the  majority  of 
opinion  in  Belfast,  and  there  would  be 
rioting  in  Belfast  in  one  form  and 
another,  and  a  state  of  things  which 
would  make  it  impossible  for  those  who 
were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  views  of 
the  majority  to  express  their  views  to 
those  with  whom  they  were  in  sympathy 
in  politics  or  religion.  The  whole 
atrenffth  of  the  argument  in  favour  of 
the  Motion  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  accom- 
modation for  pubUc  meetings  in  the  city 
of  Belfast  was  being  limited.  He  was 
not  afraid  of  the  action  which  the  Cor- 
poration might  take,  because  being  a 
mixed  body  he  believed  their  action 
would  be  fair,  but  he  was  afraid  of  the 

Eressure  that  would,  undoubtedly,  be 
rought  to  bear  upon  them  from  the 
outside,  and  he  thought  the  greatest 
argument  in  favour  of  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  was  in  the 
character  of  the  speeches  made  in  opposi- 
tion by  hon.  Members  representing 
Belfast.  He  hoped  the  Instruction 
would  be  passed. 

Mb.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  said  that, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  an  outsider, 
what  struck  him  as  being  so  remarkable 
was  that  so  much  time  should  be  taken 

Sp  by  this  discussion  simply  because  the 
ationalists  were  afraid  of  the  Belfast 
people  treating  them  as  they  (the 
Nationalists)  h^  treated  everybody  else. 
That  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  exact 
position.      He    could    not    help    being 


struck  by  what  he  had  read  only  the 
other  day,  that  one  of  the  local  authorities 
of  Cork  was  so  tvrannical  that  they 
would  not  allow  the  family  of  a  man 
who  had  died  a  loyal  servant  to  his 
country,  to  put  a  tombstone  on  his 
grave.  [Cries  of  name  the  authority .], 
He  could  give  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, but  no  doubt  hon.  Members  were 
perfectly  aware  of  the  circumstances. 
The  question  in  dispute  did  not  concern 
him,  but  it  seemed  to  him  an  extra- 
ordinary Instruction  and  he  thought  the 
House  ought  to  regard  it  with 
great  suspicion,  especially  as  it  had 
been  moved  by  those  who  had  boy- 
cotted everybody  all  over  Ireland 
who  did  not  agree  with  their  viewa 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick)  said  he  should 
not  have  intervened  in  the  debate  but 
for  the  serious  charge  that  had  been 
made  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  North  Belfast  (Sir  James  Haslett) 
against  the  city  of  Limerick.  Such 
charges  were  flung  broadcast  at 
Nationalist  Members  sitting  in  this 
House,  but  when  proof  was  asked  for 
it  was  not  forthcoming.  The  hon. 
Baronet  had  said  that  no  one  who  was 
not  in  sympathy  with  the  poUtics  and 
reUgion  of  Limerick  could  get  a  hall 
there.  It  was  absolutely  untrue,  it  was 
only  when  political  firebrands  came  to 
Limerick  that  they  ran  them  out  of  the 
city,  and  they  would,  always  would,  run 
them  out  by  the  blessing  of  God.  He 
thought  it  would  be  better  if  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  confined  themselves  to  refut- 
ing the  arguments  brought  forward  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  and  did 
not  make  these  baseless  charges. 

Mb.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) 
indignantly  repudiated  the  statement 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Islington,  which  he  said  was  absolutely 
incorrect. 

(5.33.)    Question  put. 

House  divided  : — Ayes,  178  ;  Noes, 
248.     (Division  List  Na  116.) 


Abraham,  WUlUm  (Cork,  N.  E. ) 
Allao,  William  (Oatwhead) 
AUai&.CharletP.(01ouo.,Sln>od) 
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Ather,  Alexander 
AthtOQ,  Thomas  Qair 
A8quith,Rt.Hii.  Herbert  Henry 


AtherleyJones,  L. 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyihire) 
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Beaumont,  Wentworth  C  B. 

Bell,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  Edward 

Bowles,  T.  Gibson  (King's Lynn 

Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 

Brigg,  John 
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Burns,  John 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caine,  William  Sproston 

C!aldwelK  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  AUston 

Cogan,  Denis  J. 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crombie,  John  William 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Furness,  Sir  Christopher 
Oilhooly,  James 

Gladstone,Rt.  Hn.HerbertJohn 

Grant,  Corrie 

Ourdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 

Hammond,  John 

Haroourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 

Hardie,  J.  Keir(MerthyrTydyil) 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Hay ter,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Hemphill,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  H. 

Hobhouse,  C.  £.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 

Holland,  William  Henry 
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Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
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M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  John 
M'KiUop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
M*Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  J.Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley ,  Rt.  Hon.  John(Montrose 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  CoL  John  P.  (Galway,N. ) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  WiUans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donneli,  T.  iKerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

O*  Kelly  ,Jame8(Ro8oommon,N. 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  George  Wm.  (Reading 
Pbulton,  James  Mellor 
Pesse,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
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Perks,  Robert  William 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  Robert  John 

I^iestley,  Arthur 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 

Rea,  Russcdl 

Reckitt,  Harold  James 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  &  (Waterford) 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dund«e) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  John 

Rimciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Schwann,  Charles  £. 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (SUfford) 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Spencer,Rt  Hn.C.R(Northanta 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

Tennant,  Harold  John 

Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  B.) 

Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,  £.) 

Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merthyr} 

Thoma8,F.  Freeman-  ( Hastings) 

Thomas,J  A(Glamorgan,Gower 

Thompson,Dr.EC(Monagh'n,N 

Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 

Tomkinson,  James 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Ure,  Alexander 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 

Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 

Whiteley,  George  (York.  W.R.) 

WhiUey,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

WUson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 

Woodhouse,S»r  J.T  (HudderaPd 

Young,' Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Acland-Hood,  Gapt  Sir  Alex.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arndd-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt  Joseeline  FitzRoy 
BaHey,  James  (Walworth) 


NOES. 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manoh'r) 
Balfour,RtHn.GeraldW(Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch.) 
Banburv,  Frederick  George 
Banes,  Major  George  Edward 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,RtHn.Sir Michael  Hicks 


Bhownaggreet  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold ,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
BiU,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,  Capt  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Brassev,  Albert 
Brookneld,  Colonel  Montagu 
Biymer,  William  Ernest 
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Hardy,  Laureno6(Kent,  Ashford 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Levertoa 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  8. 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard  (Hanley 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge,  RobertXrotter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)    !  Hobhouse,Henry(Somerset,E.) 
Chamberlain,Rt.HoQ.J.(Birm.  1  Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Cham berlain, J.  Austen  (Worc'r  |  Horner,  Frederick  William 
Cliamberlayne,  T.  (S'thampton  |  Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  \  Hoult,  Joseph 

Chapman,  Edward  |  Howard,  J.  (Midd., Tottenham) 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer         Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Clive,  Captain  i'eroy  A.  Hudson,  George  Biokersteth 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E.    Hutton,  John  ( Yorks.  N.R.) 
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Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,Rt.Hn.  J.A.  (Glasgow 
Carson.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  ( Derbyshire) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  ( Aston  Manor) 


Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cog  hill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 


Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  VVm.  Lawies 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claver house 
Jeffrey's,  Arthur  Frederick' 
Johnston,  ^William  ( Belfast) 


Colomb,Sir  John  Charles  Ready  i  Kennaway,Rt.Hon.SirJohnH. 
CoUton,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole  Kenyon, Hon. Geo. T.(  Denbigh) 
Corbett^  A-  Cameron  (Glasgow)  Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  W.  (Salop) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North)       Knowles,  Lees 


Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 


Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  William  Edw.  H. 


Davies.  M.  Vdughan- (Cardigan    Lee,ArthurH.(Hants,Fareham 
Dewar.T.R  (Trll  inlets,S.Geo.    Legge.  Col.  Hon.  Heneaga 


Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poyuder,  Sir  John  P 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Etlwanl 


Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  CoL  Charles  W.  ( Evesham 


Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Ekiwin  ,  Long,Rt.  Hn.Walter(Bri8tol,S) 
Dyke,Rt.  Hon.SirWilliamHart    Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas  .  Lowe,  Francis  William 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  ( Hants,  W.)    Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George  Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Exlward  !  Lucas,Reginald J. (Portsmouth) 
FergU8son,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Manc*r  '  Macartney,Rt.Hn. W.G.Ellison 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst    Macdona,  .John  Gumming 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne  ^  Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Fisher,  William  Hayes  \  Maconochie,  A.  W. 

Fison,  Frederick  William  M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 

FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose*  I  M'Calmont,Col.  J.  (Antrim,  E.) 
Foster,  PhUipS.(Warwick,S.W.  M'Iver,SirLewis(EdinburghW) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson  '  M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Gardner,  Ernest  :  Malcolm,  Ian 

Garfit,  William  I  Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.  F. 

Gibb8,Hn.A.G.H.<CityofLond.    MaxweU,RtHn.SirH.E(Wigt'n 
Godson,  Sir  Augastiis  Frederick    Maxwell,W.J.H  (Dumfriesshire 
Gordon, Hn.J.E(  Elgin iS:  Nairn)    Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Goro,Hn.G.R.C.Ormsby.(Salop    Mitchell,  William 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon    Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Qoschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim    Moon,  Edward  RobertTacy 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred  '  More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 

Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham)  Morgan,DavidJ(Walthamstow 

Green,  Walford  D.  ( Wednesbury  Morgan,  Hn.  Fred(Monm'thsh.) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond- (Cambs.    Morrison,  James  Archibald 


Grenfell,  William  Henry 

Gretton,  John 

Gunter,  Sir  Robert 

Hain,  Edward 

Hall,  Edward  Marshal! 

Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 

Hambro,  Charles  Erie 

Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Midd'x    Parker,  GUbert 

Haaiilton,Mara  of  (Londonderry    Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 

Hanbury ,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm.    Percy,  Earl 


Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  ( Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndbam(Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon-  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 


Pilkington,  Lieut.-CoL  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Waiter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharsoi» 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.  W.  ( Staty  bridge) 
RitchicRt  Hon  .Cha8.Thomsoa 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sandys,  Lieut.-CoL  Thos.  Mylee 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Scely, Maj.  J .  E.  B.  (Isle of  Wight 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith.  H.C(North'mb.Tyne6ide 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarki) 
I  Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,Hn.  Arthur(Ormskirk> 
Stanley,  Ed  ward  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.MTaggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wah-ond,Rt.Hn  Sir  William  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  K 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney) 
Welby,Lt.-CoL  A.  C.E.  (Taunton 
Welby,  SirCharies  G.  E.  (Notts) 
Wharton,  Rt,  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
WiUiams,KtHnJ  Powell-(Birm. 
Wais,  Sir  Frederick 
wason,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R.> 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcesterih.  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks) 
Wodehouse.  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.(Bath) 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  JameA  Haslett  and 
Mr.  Woltf. 
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CENTRAL  ARGENTINE  AND  ROSARIO 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

MANCHESTER  AND  LIVERPOOL  ELEC- 
TRIC     EXPRESS      RAILWAY      BILL 
(King's  Consent  Signified). 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

WEST  HAM  GAS  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords], 

•SCOTTISH  EQUITABLE  LIFE  ASSUR- 
ANCE BILL  [Lords], 

STREET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

HAMILTON  GAS  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  tomorrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  tomorrow. 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords], 

BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

WREXHAM  WATER  BILL  [Lords], 

Reported,  with  Amendment;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

RATHMINES  AND  RATHGAR  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

LEYLAND  AND  FARINGTON  GAS  BILL. 
Reported,  with  an  Amendment :  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


CLEETHORPES  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

The  Deputy  Chairiian,  in  pursuance 
of  Standing  Order  No.  83  relating  to 
Private  BiUs,  informed  the  House,  that» 
in  his  opinion,  the  Cleethorpes  Improve- 
ment Bdl,  though  unopposed,  ought  to 
be  treated  as  an  opposed  Private  ffiU. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  H). 

Sir  Robert  Gunter  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  H  of  Private 
Bills ;  That,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Committee  this  day,  a  communication 
was  received  from  Mr.  Partington,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  said  Committee, 
stating  that  he  was  unable,  on  account 
of  illness,  to  attend  the  Committee  this 
day. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
'*An  Act  for  empowering  the  Isle  of 
Wight  Central  Railway  Company  to 
raise  further  monej^."  [Isle  of  Wight 
Central  Railway  Bill  [Lords.]        ^'. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  **An  Act  to 
repeal  the  Deed  of  Constitution,  Charters, 
and  Acts  of  the  Scottish  Equitable  Life 
Assurance  Society,  and  to  consolidate 
their  provisions  or  some  of  them  with 
Amendments ;  to  confer  further  powen 
on  that  Society  ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Scottish  Equitable  Life  Assurance 
Society  Bill  [Lords.] 

And  also  a  Bill,  intituled  *'  An  Act 
to  authorise  the  Urban  District  Council 
of  Street  to  construct  Waterworks  for 
the  supply  of  the  urban  district ;  and 
for  other  purposes.**  [Street  Urban 
District  Coundf  Water  Bill  [Lords.] 


PETITIONS. 


LICENSING  BILL. 

Petition  from  Larkhall,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL.      - 

Petition  from  West  Ham,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table* 
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MARRTAOR  WITH  A  DECEASED 
WIKE*S  SISTER  BILL. 

Petition  from  Hitchin,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  LAND  VALUES. 

Petitions  for  legislation :  From  Ashton- 
under-Lyne  and  Dewsbury;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petitions  against:  From  Frome  and 
Barrow-in-Furness;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILI.. 

Petition  f/om  Manchester,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  UNIVERSITY 
IN    IKKLAND. 

Petition  from  Kelso,  against  establish- 
ment; to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 

SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Bradford; 
Eirkstall;  and  Uitchin;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR. 

Petition  from  Kirk  ham,  for  the  con- 
elusion  of  peace ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CONTEMPT  OF  COURT  (IRELAND) 
(PKRSONS  (  OMMITTED). 

Eeturn  fpresenif^d  16th^ApiilJ  to  be 
printed.     [No.  I45.| 

LOCAI.  r;OVERNMRNT  BOARD 
(IRKLAND)  AUDITORS. 

Return  fpnsented  16th  April]  to  be 
printed.     [So.  146.] 

PAUPERISM  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
(HALb'YEARLY  STATEMENTS). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
(ordered  10th  April,  Mr,  Grant  Lawtton] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  147.] 

PUBLIC  REVENUE  (INTKRCEPTION). 

Ret  irn  presented,  relative  thereto 
forde'^d  2ftth  January;  Mr  Gibson 
^(wles] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  148.] 


TELEPHONE  EXCHANGES. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  3rd  February,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  149.] 

SUPERANNUATIONS. 

Copy  presented  of  Trejisury  Minute, 
dated  10th  April,  1902,  declaring  that 
for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  Administrative 
K>arainer  (Endowed  Schools)  under  the 
Boarci  of  Education  professional  or  other 
peculiar  qualificalions  not  ordinarily  to 
be  acquired  in  the  public  service  are 
required  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2763  to  2767  I  by  Command! :  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

WARS  IN  SOUTH  AFRK^A  AND  CHINA 
(COST  AND  EXPENDITURE). 

Return  ordered,  **  showing  (1)  the 
estimated  amount  of  War  Charges  in 
South  Africa  and  China  which  will  be 
incurred  up  to  olst  March,  1903;  (2) 
how  these  charges  have  been  or  will  be 
met ;  and  (3)  how  the  money  borrowed 
has  been  raised."— (i/r.  Si/dney  Buxlan.) 

EAST  INDIA  (RAILWAYS  AND  IRRIGA- 
TION  WORKS). 

Address  for  Return  "showing  the 
estimated  position  as  regards  capital 
expenditure  of  the  several  Railways  and 
Irrigation  Works  under  construction  in 
India  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1902, 
and  the  proposed  expenditure  thereon 
duiing  1902-3."— (i/r.  Price.) 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  1902-3 
(ARTICLES  SUBJECT  TO  DUTY  ON 
CORN  AND  MEAL). 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Table  showing  the 
articles  now  l)eing  taxed  with  duty  by 
the  Customs  Authorities  under  the  Com 

Duly  Kesolirtion  of  14-15  April,  1902." 

(Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  fNa 
150.  J 
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South  African  Wax— Peace  Negotiations. 

Mr.  black  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  Lord  Kitchener  and 
Lord  Milner  are  still  debarred  from 
expressing  any  opinion  to  the  Boer 
leaders  upon  the  suggestion  made  by 
them  in  the  course  of  the  current 
negotiations ;  if  so,  will  the  Government, 
with  the  view  of  promoting  the 
conclusion  of  peace,  now  give  these 
noblemen  greater  discretion. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.):  I  cannot  at  the 
present  time  make  any  statement  on  the 
subject  of  communications  with  the 
Boers.  ;r.' 

Sale  of  Boer  Farms. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield);  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the 
policy  of  seUing  the  farms  of  Boers  on 
commando  is  stUl  being  carried  out ; 
whether,  in  the  case  of  farms  already 
sold,  he  has  any  information  how  the 
authorities  in  South  Africa  ascertained 
that  the  owners  were  alive  and  on 
commando  at  the  time  when  such  sales 
were  made ;  and  whether  he  will  direct 
Lord  Milner  to  hand  over  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  farms  belonging  to  Boers 
who  have  fallen  in  the  field  to  the 
widows  and  relatives. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  further  sales  have  taken 
place  since  my  reply  to  the  Hon. 
Member  for  East  Northamptonshire  on 
the  8th  of  this  month.!  I  cannot  say 
what  steps  are  taken  by  the  local 
authorities  to  ascertain  that  the 
owners  were  alive  and  on  commando, 
but  this  is  a  matter  which  may  be  safely 
left  to  Lord  Milner.  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  have  been  any  cases  of  the 
sale  of  farms  belonging  to  Boers  who 
have  fallen  in  the  field.         • 

Rhodesia  Hut  Tax. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg   to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

t  See  preceding  volume,  p.  1249. 


the  Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  High  Commissioner  of  South 
Rhodesia  has  sanctioned  an  ordinance 
imposing  a  tax  of  10s.  on  each  adult 
inmate  of  a  hut ;  will  he  state  what  sum 
was  formerly  collected  on  each  hut 
irrespective  of  the  number  of  aduH 
inmates,  the  amount  which  the  new  tax 
is  estimated  to  produce ;  and  whether 
the  High  Commissioner  has  acted  on 
his  own  initiative  in  the  matter,  or  under 
instructions  from  the  Colonial  Office. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  answer 
to  the  first  Question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  previous  ordinance  of  1894  imposed 
a  tax  of  the  same  amount — 10s.  on  each 
hut  simply.  I  understand  that  the 
present  tax  is  estimated  to  produce 
£105,000  for  the  year  1902-3.  The  tax 
was  recommended  by  the  Resident 
Commissioner  and  assented  to  by  the 
High  Commissioner  with  my  authority. 

Case  of  Mr.  Oartwright. 
Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Montrose 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  for  what  length  of  time 
and  under  what  conditions,  after  the 
expiry  of  his  sentence,  it  is  intended  to 
detain  Mr.  Albert  Cartwright  in  South 
Africa,  on  the  ground  that,  if  permitted 
to  return  to  this  country,  he  might  dis- 
seminate anti-British  opinions  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) : 
Mr.  Cartwright  is  detained  under  super- 
vision. The  period  of  such  detention 
rests  with  the  authorities  in  South  Africa. 
If  any  sufficient  undertaking  can  be  given 
as  to  Mr.  Cartwright's  conduct  in  the 
event  of  his  leaving  South  Africa,  I  will 
communicate  with  Lord  Kitchener  with  a 
view  to  reconsidering  his  case. 

Mr,  JOHN  MORLEY  :  WUl  the  richt 
hon.  Gentleman  kindly  inform  us  what 
kind  of  conduct  and  what  sort  of  particu- 
lars he  desires  on  the  satisfaction  of 
which  depends  the  granting  of  the 
release  1 

Mr.  brodrick  :  I  should  regard  an 
undertaking  to  avoid  the  course  of  con- 
duct  which  has  brought  Mr.  Cartwright 
to  his  present  situation  as  probably  a 
satisfactory  one. 
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Mr,  JOHN  MORLEY :  What  brought 
him  into  his  present  trouble  was  the 
publication  of  what  was  pronounced  by  a 
jury  to  be  a  seditious  libel;  Mr.  Cart- 
wright,  I  understand,  will  undertake  not 
to  publish  another  seditious  libel;  will 
that  satisfy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  1 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  question  is  a 
difficult  one  to  deal  with  by  question  and 
answer,  but  obviously  the  authorities  in 
South  Africa,  having  had  to  condemn  Mr. 
Cartwright  for  conduct  which  was  of  a 
very  grave  character  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  hostilities  now  proceeding, 
would  desire  to  obtain  some  means  of 
preventing  the  pursuance  of  the  same 
action  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cartwright, 
whether  in  South  Africa  or  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire,  Eifion) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  The  Times  published  the 
very  same  libel,  and  will  he  export  to 
South  Africa  everybody  nrho  holds  the 
same  opinion  as  Mr.  Cartwright  1 

Soldiera  Killed  in  Bailway  Accidents. 
Mr  HOLLAND  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Rotherham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  widows, 
if  any,  of  the  soldiers  who  were  killed  in 
the  recent  disastrous  railway  accidents  in 
South  Africa  will  be  treated  in  the  same 
way  in  regard  to  pensions  as  if  their 
husbands  had  fallen  in  action. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  Yes,  Sir. 

Pay  of  Imperial  Yeomanry  Serving  at 

Home. 

Mr,  WINSTON  CHURCHILL 
(Oldham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
more  than  3,000  Imperial  Yeomen 
enlisted  at  58.  a  day  now  employed  in 
England ;  and  how  long  it  is  proposed 
to  continue  to  pay  soldiers  serving  at 
home  on  that  scale. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  replies  which  have  been 
already  given  to  my  hon.  friend  on  this 
subject.     I   am   not    prepared   to    send 
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these  Yeomanry  to  South  Africa  till  the 
Commander-in-Chief  pronounces  them 
fit, 

^JL  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  May 
I  ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  aware  that  the  reply  given  to  me  by 
the  noble  Lord  was  that  he  did  not 
know  how  many  of  these  men  remained 
serving  at  home,  and  that  it  is  for  that 
reason  I  have  been  compelled  to  put  the 
Question  down  in  its  present  form  % 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  number  varies 
from  day  to  day. 

Mr.'  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  Then, 
roughly. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S) 
You  are  embarrassing  the  Oovernment 

Remount  Purchases. 

Mr.  •  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  instructions 
given  to  oncers  buying  horses  abroad 
are  the  same  as  those  given  to  officers 
purchasing  in  England,  or  whether  the 
question  of  age  and  value  are  left  to  the 
discretion  and  judgment  of  every  buyer. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  instructions 
are  practically  the  same  for  all  purchasing 
officers,  and  are  not  left  to  the  discretion 
of  individuals.  The  question  of  age  is 
the  same  for  all  countries.  The  price  is 
fixed  according  to  the  market  value  of 
the  animals  in  each  country  as  reported 
by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  purchasing 
operations  to  the  Inspector  General  of 
Remounts. 

The  Kilt  in  Scotch  Regiments. 
Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire, 
Chesterfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if,  before  the  new 
regulations  were  issued  for  the  change 
of  the  distinctive  dress  of  the  Scotch 
regiments,  the  colonels  and  officers  of 
each  regiment  were  consulted. 

Lord  STANLEY :  It  has  already  been 
explained  to  the  House  that  there  is  no 
intention  of  aboUshing  the  kilt. 
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Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  :  That  does 
not  answer  my  Question.  I  asked 
whether  the  officers  of  the  regiments 
have  been  consulted. 

Lord  STANLEY :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man asked,  I  think,  with  reference  to 
the  distinctive  dress  of  the  Scotch 
regiments,  which  I  beHeve  to  be  the 
kilt. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY:  Not 
necessarily. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Were  the  colonels  and 
other  oflficers  consulted  ? 

Lord  STANLEY  :  In  all  questions  as 
to  the  dress  of  regiments  those  who  will 
be  aflfected  are  always  consulted. 

Registration  of  Soldiers*  Letters. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  is 
aware  that  paragraph  38  of  Army  Order, 
dated  Ist  May  1901,  does  not  provide 
for  the  registration  at  War  Office  expense 
of  letters  containing  money  orders ;  and, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  on  the  11th 
July  last  a  letter  addressed  to  a  private 
in  the  3rd  Seaforth  Highlanders  con- 
taining a  money  order  for  upwards  of 
£10,  representing  pfirt  of  the  money  due 
to  him  on  his  regiment  being  disembodied, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  some  other  person 
by  whom  the  order  was  fraudulently 
cashed,  will  he  consider  the  expediency 
of  arranging  for  the  registration  of 
letters  of  value  such  as  that  indicated. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  attention^  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  been 
drawn  to  this  matter,  and  he  is  consider- 
ing the  best  means  of  minimising  the 
danger  of  improper  payment. 

New  Volunteer  Begnlations. 

Sir  JOHN  KENN AWAY  (Devonshire, 
Honiton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  will  state 
when  the  new  Volunteer  Regulations 
will  be  promulgated. 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  hope  that  the 
new  conditions  for  efficiency  will  shortly 
be  promulgated.  A  new  book  such  as 
the  "  Volunteer  Regulations  "  cannot  be 
got  ready  very  easily,  but  every  effort 
shall  be  made  to  expedite  its  issue. 


New  Volunteer  Training  Scheme. 
Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  calling  upon  commanding  officers  of 
Metropolitan  Volunteer  battalions  to 
supply  the  War  Office  with  a  statement 
as  to  the  steps  they  have  taken  up  to 
the  present  time  to  carry  out  the  Volun- 
teer training  scheme  now  in  force,  and 
how  far  they  have  met  with  success. 

Lord  STANLEY :  Presumably  officers 
commanding  Metropolitan  Volunteer 
corps  are  awaiting  the  issue  of  amended 
r^ulations  before  taking  any  steps. 

Transference  of  Volunteers. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  to  obtain  an 
authority  for  one  Volunteer  in  one 
battalion  in  London  to  be  attached 
temporarily  to  another  batttalion  in 
Nottinghamshire,  as  laid  down  in 
Section  10,  Part  VIII.  of  Special  Army 
Order  of  27th  November,  1901,  it  is 
necessary  for  the  appHcation  to  pass 
through  the  Home  District,  the  North 
West  District,  the  North  Eastern  District, 
the  districts  of  Chester,  York,  Derby, 
and  Newark,  involving  the  signatures  of 
twelve  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  and 
commanding  officers,  and  a  delay  of 
twenty-four  days;  and  whether  this  is 
required  by  the  new  decentralisation 
system  established  last  year. 

Lord  STANLEY:  Under  existing 
regulations  the  authority  is  required  of 
the  general  officers  commanding  the 
districts  concerned,  the  officers  command- 
ing the  regimental  districts  concerned, 
and  the  officers  commanding  the  two 
Volunteer  corps.  This,  however,  is  con- 
sidered too  cumbrous  a  procedure,  and 
measures  are  being  taken  to  sim^^fy  it. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
under  the  old  system  there  was  sim{dy 
needed  an  application  from  one  corps  to 
the  other  1 


Lord  STANLEY :  I  am  not  aware  of 
that. 
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Discharges  firom  Woolwich  AisanaL  |  corps  in  the  Metropolitan  area,  and  in 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) :  l  view  of  the  suitability  of  Richmond  Park 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  j  for  this  purpose,  he  will  endeavour  to 
War  whether  his  attention  has  been  :  obtain  the  necessary  permission  from  the 
called  to  the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  the  .  responsible  authorities  for  the  occasional 
number  of  discharges  which  have  recently  ,  use  of  this  park  as  a  military  exercising 
taken  place  from  Woolwich  Arsenal,  no   ground. 

fewer  than  171  have  been  effected  during  i  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask  the 
the  past  fortnight  in  the  Rifle  SheU  ,  First  Commissioner  of  Works  whether 
Factory  alone;  and,  seeing  that  a  he  will  state  who  is  the  authority 
number  of  those  discharged  were  men  responsible  for  the  issue  of  regulations 
with  long  service,  a  score  of  them  having  respecting  the  use  of  Richmond  Park ; 
served  for  more  than  twenty  years  and  ,  what  sum  if  anv,  is  voted  by  the  public 
many  for  more  than  ten,  whether  he  for  the  maintenance  of  this  park ;  and 
wiU  consider  the  advisabihty  of  putting  ^^at  are  the  specific  objects  for  which 
a  stop  to  any  further  reduction  of  the  this  park  is  maintained  at  the  public 
working  staff  of  the  Woolwich  Arsenal,      expense. 

Lord  STANLEY :  It  has  been  decided  The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
to  work  the  Shell  Factory  on  day  shift  WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
only,  and  consequently  the  redundant  St.  Augustine's) :  My  right  hon.  friend 
employees  could  no  longer  be  given  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this  Question, 
work.  It  is  true  that  a  few  men  of  long  and  perhaps  my  hon.  friend  will  allow 
service  have  been  discharged,  but  the  me  to  answer  this  and  the  next  Question 
selection  has  been  made  with  a  proper  together.  The  rules  for  the  management 
consideration  of  timekeeping,  efficiency,  of  Richmond  Park,  in  accordance  with 
and  general  character.  the  Parks  Regulation  Act  of  1872,  are 

made  by  the  Ranger  and  the  Com- 
Orimean  Veterans'  Pensions.  m  ssioners  of  Works  jointly.     The  sum 

Sir  JOHN  LEXG  (Dundee):  I  beg  to  voted  out  of  public  funds  for  the  park 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  last  year  was  £5,030,  but  there  are 
whether  any  increase  has  been  made  certain  credits  by  way  of  receipts  amount- 
during  the  past  year  in  the  daily  pay-  ing  to  about  £600  a  year.  The  park  is 
menu  to  soldiers  who  served  in  the  maintained  out  of  moneys  voted  by 
Crimean  campaign  ;  and,  it  so,  what  are  Parliament  for  the  general  enjoyment  of 
the  present  authorised  rates  of  pension,      ^^e  pubUc.    To  allow  Richmond  Park  to 

be  used  as  an  exercise  ground  for  troops 

Lord  STANLEY:  Special  increases  of  .^ould  lirmt  its  enjoyment  by  the  puW^^ 

pension    are     being    awaixled    to     such  inasmuch  ^  there  would  be  a  consider 

Soldiers.     Each   ca^   is    treated    on    its  f."^  ™\^^  J^^,^^^  ^  ^^^  «°«  P^^^^' 

meriU  and  in  accordance  with  the  extent  ^'''^'^    rhododendrons,    and    shrubs,    as 

of  the  disability  from  which  the  claimant  -"  ^^^^Td:'  e^Sir  ^he  te'ro'ns 

is     suffering.       This    information     was  ^^^  "^^  ^  P^^^'   especially  the    herons, 

tl      ubl   bed  preserved  in   the  mterests  of  the  public 

^       y  P  -<J  as  one  of  the  principal  amenities  of  the 

^.  t-        ^  «    t_      J  «-  1  m_^-  i        park.     A  considerable  area  between  the 

Eichmond  Park  and  Volunteer  Training,    ^i^een  and  Richmond  Gates   is  already 

Mr.     ARTHUR     LEE     (Hampshire,  used,  by  permission,  for  Volunteer  drills, 

Fareham)  :   I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  but  though   I  am  prepared  to  consider 

State  for  War  will  he  explain  why  the  with    the    Ranger    whether    this    area 

use  of  Richmond  Park  as  an  exercising  might   be  extended,   I  can  hold  out  no 

ground  is  forbidden  to  any  branch  of  His  hope  of  allowing  the  park  generally  to  be 


Majesty's  regular  or  auxiliary  forces, 
whereas  all  civilians  are  allowed  the  free 
use  of  the  park  for  taking  exercise, 
either  on  horseback  or  on  foot,  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  restricted  facilities 
for  giving  practical  training  to  Volunteer 


used  as  an  exercise  ground. 

Na^y  Rations— Bread. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I    beg    to    ask    the    Secretary    to   the 
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Admiralty  is  he  aware  that  quantities 
of  loaves  of  bread  are  thrown  overboard 
and  wasted  by  the  crews  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  of  war,  so  that  in  one 
port  alone  as  many  as  fifty  loaves  of 
bread  are  seen  floating  about  a  ship  at 
one  time.  Is  he  aware  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  men  not  being  allowed 
to  take  up  savings  in  the  shape  of  money 
allowances  in  the  case  of  bread,  as  they 
are  allowed  to  do  for  everything  else,  the 
messes  habitually  order  more  bread  than 
they  require  and  habitually  throw  over- 
board the  excess  on  any  one  day  so  as 
to  make  room  for  fresh  bread  on  the 
next  day ;  and  will  the  Admiralty  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  baking  bread  for 
the  men  of  each  ship  on  board  the  ship 
itself,  as  was  done  in  H.M.S.  ** Centurion," 
when  on  the  China  Station,  with  success 
for  four  months,  the  ship's  galley  being 
used  for  the  purpose ;  or,  failing  this, 
will  the  Admiraltv  allow  the  men  to 
take  up  savings  for  bread  as  they  do 
for  beef. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY  (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.) :  The  Admiralty  are  not  aware  of 
the  circumstance  mentioned  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  Question.  The  hon. 
Kf ember  is  under  a  misapprehension  in 
respect  to  the  issue  of  bread.  Savings 
may  be.  and  are,  taken  up  in  respect  of 
bread;  therefore  the  reason  for  the 
alleged  waste  does  not  exist.  No  in- 
formation has  been  received  at  the 
Admiralty  as  to  any  special  practice  on 
board  H.M.S.  "Centurion,'*  but  the 
question  of  baking  bread  on  board  His 
Majesty's  sh  ps  was  fully  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Navy  Rations,  and  it 
was  recommended  that  the  practice 
should  not  be  adopted.  This  recomenda- 
tion  was  approved  by  the  Admiralty. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  savings  are 
allowed  on  bread,  the  action  suggested 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  my  hon.  friend's 
Question  \b  not  necessary. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  With  re- 
ference to  the  doubt  suggested  by  the 
hoQ.  Gentleman  as  to  the  accuracy  of 
my  information,  will  he  make  inquiry 
at  Devon  port  and  ascertain  whether,  in 
March  last,  more  than  fifty  loaves  were 
not  seen  floating  round  about  one 
ship 


Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  I  do  not 
suggest  a  doubt  as  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's information.  I  say  the  Admiralty 
have  no  information  as  to  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  suggested  motive  for 
waste  does  not  exist. 

Mr.    KEARLEY  (Devonport):   Shall 
we  have  an  opportunity  afforded  us  of 
discussing  the  Departmental  Vote    on 
the  Victualling  Vote?     Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  put  it  down  first  1 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  It  is  not 
within  my  province  to  give  any  pledge, 
but  I  believe  a  pledge  has  been 
given  in  regard  to  another  very  im- 
portant Vote,  which  is  entitled  to  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  says  he  has  no  knowledge  of 
what  was  done  on  the  **  Centurion.''" 
Will  he  kindly  inquire  1 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  :  Yes, 
inquiry  shall  be  made.  The  command- 
ing officer  did  not  happen  to  be  at  the 
Admiralty  today,  or  1  would  have  asked 
him. 


H.M.8.  "Diadem'sr  Boilers. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  will  state  what  is 
the  nature  of  the  repairs  to  the  Belleville 
boilers  of  H.M.S  **  Diadem,"  if  such  re- 
pairs involve  new  boilers,  and  if  tenders 
are  being  asked  from  private  firms  for 
the  work ;  if  so,  what  are  the  quoted 
amounts  of  each  firm,  and  what  is  the 
tenour  of  the  specification  on  which  the 
tenders  are  based. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness- 
shire):  Will  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
also  state  the  causes  which  have  led  to- 
t  he  withdrawal  of  the  **  Diadem  "  from  the 
:  Channel  Squadron ;  whether  this  vessel 
I  has  been  ordered  to  be  re-boilered ;  and, 
if  80,  will  he  state  what  make  of  boilers 
she  was  originally  fitted  with  when  she 
J  hoisted    her    pennant    on    joim'nc    the 
Channel  Squadron,  and  what  will  be  the 
cost^of  the  re-boilering. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  The  work 
'  to     be   done    on    the    boilers     of    the 
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'' Diadem"  U  the  repair  of  the  boiler 
caaings,  and  is  part  of  the  general  refit 
of  the  ship  after  three  and  a  half  years 
senrioe.  The  repairs  will  not  involve 
new  boilers.  It  is  proposed  to  carry  out 
the  repairs  by  contract.  Tenders  will  be 
invited  as  soon  as  the  list  of  the 
principal  items  of  the  work  has  been 
received  from  the  Dockyard  It  is  in- 
tended to  adopt  the  princifde  of  working 
upon  a  schedule  of  prices. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  :  May  I  ^ask 
if  this  new  vessel  is  absolutely  unfit  for 
aeaf 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  At  the 
present  moment,  certainlv.  Most  veasels 
are,  after  being  three  and  a  half  years  in 
commission. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN :  Is  the  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  vessels  have  run 
twenty  years  without  requiring  such 
expenditure  1 

H.M.a  "  Spartiate  "-Bepairs. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
he  will  say  what  is  the  nature  of  the  re- 
pairs to  H.M.S.  '^Spartiate"  which  pre- 
vents her  trials ;  when  will  she  be  ready 
for  trial ;  what  has  Ijeen  the  cost  of  these 
repairs ;  and  if  this  cost  is  borne  by  the 
contractors  for  the  machinery  or  by  the 
country. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  The  delay 
in  completion  of  H.M.S.  "  Spartiate*'  is 
due  to  the  necessity  for  replacing  the 
Condenser  Tubes  which  were  found  to 
be  defective  and  unsuitable.  New  tubes 
have  been  supplied  by  the  manufacturers 
Jkt  a  reduced  price.  The  cost  of  the 
work  will  be  borne  by  the  Crown,  as  the 
machinery  contractors  are  in  liquidation. 
It  will  not  be  possible  to  state  the  cost 
of  the  work  on  the  condensers  as  apart 
fnjm  the  cost  of  other  work  until  the 
complete  accounts  of  the  expenditure 
have  been  supplied.  It  is  expected  that 
the  ship  will  be  completed  and  able  to 
resume  her  trials  by  the  end  of  the 
month.  If  the  hon.  Member  will  repeat 
his  Question  with  regard  to  the  cost  of 
the  replacing  of  the  Condenser  Tubes  at 
a  later  date,  I  will  endeavour  to  give 
him  the  information  he  requires. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  :  Is  it  simply 
the  condenser  which  causes  the  trouble  I 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  Yes,  that 
is  so. 

The  Dardanelles  and  Foreign  War-ships. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's 
GU)vemment  have  any  information  show- 
ing that  the  Government  of  Russia 
contemplate  taking  steps  to  obtain  a 
revision  of  the  Treaties  of  1841,  1856, 
and  1871,  whereby  the  passage  of  the 
Bosphorus  and  Dardanelles  is  prohibited 
to  Foreign  ships  of  war,  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  the  removal  of  the  prohibitions 
for  Russian  vessels  of  war  only,  and  not 
for  the  vessels  of  other  Powers  parties  to 
the  Treaty  ;  and  if  any  Papers  on  the 
subject  can  be  laid  upon  the  Table. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord 
Cranborne,  Rochester) :  The  answer  is 
in  the  negative. 

Uganda  Railway. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea, 
District) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  tor  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  can  state  the  total  amount 
of  money  expended  on  the  Uganda 
Railway  up  to  the  3l8t  March  in  this 
year. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  total 
amount  of  money  expended  on  the 
Uganda  Railway  up  to  the  31st  ultimo 
was  £4,982,468  3s,  2d.,  of  which 
£4.907,239  198.  4d.  was  from  the  Im- 
perial Grant  and  the  balance  from  receipts 
from  traffic  accounts  and  a  few  other 
small  miscellaneous  receipts. 

Teintain  Negotiations. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to  aek 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  conditions  with  regard 
to  the  handing  back  of  territory  at 
Teintain  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
Allied  Commanders,  one  of  the  conditions 
being  that  Chinese  troops  are  not  to 
approach  within  thirty  kilometres  either 
of  the  Native  city  or  of  the  railway, 
the  conditions  also  containing  stipula- 
tions with  regard  to  the  hills  west  of 
Peking  and  Chinese  warships  at  Taku ; 
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and,  if  so,  whether  the  British  Minister 
at  Peking  has  been  consulted  upon  and 
has  given  his  consent  to  any  such  con- 
ditions. 

At  the  request  of  ray  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  Barnsley  Division, 
may  I  at  the  ynme  time  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  British  Com- 
mander at  Teintsin  was  authorised 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  to  insist 
on  the  conditions  announced  in  connec 
tion  with  the  proposed  handing  back 
of  the  City  of  Teintsin  to  Chinese 
jurisdiction ;  and  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  facilitate  the  trarsfer 
by  supporting  a  modification  of  the 
demands. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  We  have  not 
yet  received  information  as  to  the  details 
of  the  recommendations  which  have  been 
made  by  the  Military  Commanders  to  the 
diplomatic  body  at  Peking,  but  it  was 
expected  that  these  would  have  been 
submitted  about  the  14th  instant,  and 
a  Report  no  doubt  will  be  made  by  Sir 
K  Satow  after  they  have  been  discussed 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  Powers. 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Baronet  will  put 
a  further  Question  on  a  later  day. . 

Sugar  Bounties  Oonference. 

Mr.  BRyCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  when  the  Papers  relat 
ing  to  the  recent  Conference  on  Sugar 
Bounties  at  Brussels  will  be  presented  to 
Parliament. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  The  Papers  will 
be  distributed  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  WUl  thev  be  laid  in 
dummy  1 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  No  they  will 
be  distributed. 

British  Trade  in  the  Philippines. 

Mr.  mark  ham  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the  assur- 
ances given  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment to  His  Majesty's  Government,  on 
the  annexation  of  the  Philippines,  that  no 
preferential  tariffs    should   be   imposed 


detrimental  to  any  old  established  trades 
between  this  Country  and  the  Philip- 
'•  pines,  he  proposes  calling  the  attention 
of  the  United  States  Grovemment  to  the 
fact  that  a  preferential  tariff,  which  will 
be  of  moment  to  the  rope  industry  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  has  been  enacted  in 
favour  of  American  manufacturers  com- 
peting with  this  country. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  As  I  have 
already  stated  general  representations 
were  made  to  the  United  States  on 
behalf  of  British  Trade  in  the  Philippines 
in  1898.  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at 
Washington  will  be  instructed  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  United  States 
Government  to  the  effect  upon  the 
rope  industry  in  this  country  of  the 
exemption  of  Manilla  fibre  exported  ta 
the  United  States  from  export  duty  in 
the  Archipelago. 

Italy  and  Tripoli. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon^ 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
His  Majesty's  Government  has  any  infor- 
mation of  a  projected  Italian  military 
expedition  to  Tripoli ;  whether  His 
Majesty's  Government  has  inquired  from 
the  Italian  Government  the  object  of  the 
special  military  preparations  referred  ta 
by  Signor  Prinnetti  in  the  Italian 
Chamber  :  and  whether  instructions  will 
be  issued  to  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  to- 
prevent  the  landing  of  any  Italian 
miUtary  expedition  in  Tripoli. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  no  such  information. 

Parochial  Administration  in  Barbados. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  the  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  direct 
local  inquiry  to  be  held  in  Barbados  as 
to  the  system  of  parochial  administra- 
tion, rating,  and  administration  of  poor 
relief,  as  well  as  into  the  working  of  the- 
Agricultural  Aids  Act. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  am  not 
aware  on  what  particular  grounds 
inquiry  should  be  held  into  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  right  hon.  Member's 
Question,  but  if  he  will  inform  me  of  the 
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gpecial  points  to  which  he  wishes  to  call  SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  The  number 
attention,  I  shall  be  happy  to  communi-  of  abatements  allowed  in  the  year  ending 
cate  with  the  Governor.  3l8t   March,  1901,  the  ^test  year  for 

which  figures  are  available,  was  about 

Inddance  of  the  Death  Duties.  600,000.    It  is  not  possible  to  say  what 

I  portion  of  the  total  tax  was  paid  by  the 

Mr.    GIBSON   BOWLES :    I   beg   to  600,000  persons  in  question,  nor  wliat 

ask   Mr.   Chancellor   of   the  Exchequer  the    total    number  of    persons    paying 

whether    he   is    aware    that    when,    in  income  tax   was  in  that,  or  any  other 

accordance  with  The  Finance  Act,  1894,  year.     For  it  must  be  remembered  that 

the  fixed  duty  of  £2  10s.  has  been  paid  about   two-thirds  of  the  income  tax  is 

on  an  estate  not  exceeding  X500  gross,  collected,  not  from  the  individuals  who 

and  when,  on  the  subsecjuent  discovery  finally    enjoy  the  income,    but  at  the 

of  further  property  raising  the  estate  to  source  from  which  the  income  is  derived, 

a    value    of    over    £500,    that    further  it  is   therefore   impossible  ever   to  say 

property  is  brought  into  account  by  the  from  the  income  tax  returns  either  what 

executors  and  the  full  duty  on  the  whole  the  number  of  income  tax  payers  may 

estate   {wiid,  or  2  or  more  per  cent,  on  be,  or  what  is  the  aggregate  income  of 

the  amended  account,  no  return  is  made  individual  taxpayers, 
of    the  £2    10s.    originally    paid;    and 

whether  he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  Yield  of  Income  Tax  in  Ireland, 

so  amending  The  Finance  Act,  1894,  as  ^R.   O'MARA  (Kilkenny,   S.) :  I  beg 

to  caiu^e  credit  to  be  allowed  for  duties  ^^  ^sk  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

already  paid  under  conditions  superseded  w'hether  he  will  state  the  yield  per  penny 

by  a  subsequent  account  and  payment.  ^f  income  Tax  in  Ireland  in  the  vears 

'  1901-1902,  1891-1892. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,,  ♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  In  1891-2, 
Bristol.  W.) :  1  am  not  aware  that  any  i  the  yield  per  penny  of  Income  Tax  col- 
hardship  arises  under  the  present  law  lected  in  Ireland,  was  approximately 
in  cases  where  there  is  a  will  and  |  £92,000.  For  1901-02  the  figures  cannot 
probate,  and  to  alter  the  law  might  yet  be  given,  but  for  the  year  1900-01 
encourage  wrongful  applications  under  i  the  figure  was  approximately  £81,000. 
Section  16  (1)  ot  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  i  The  diminution  in  yield  is  due  to  the 
in  order  to  evade  the  larger  fees  which  abatements  on  small  incomes  accorded 
are  payable  on  ordinary  applications  for  '  in  1894  and  1898. 
probate.    But    the    matter    is    a    very 

technical  one,  and  if  the  hon.  Member  |  Income  Tax  Bamissions. 

wiU  send  me  a  statement  of  his  reasons  '  ^^^  O'MARA :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
for  desinng  an  alteration  of  the  law,  and  I  cj^^^^^U^j,  ^j  ^y^^  Exchequer  what 
any  suggestions  he  may  hke  to  make  as  I  jj^^^^j^^  was  originallv  assessed,  1901- 
to  what  alteration  should  be  made.  H^  ^^q^,  under  Schedule  B.  Income  Tax 
shall  be  considered  before  the  Committee  |  -^  England ;  what  remissions  have  been 
stage  of  the  l-inance  Bill.  ^^^  .    ^^^  y^^^  ^^^^  j,.  jg    estimated 

,  collections  under  Schedule  B  will  realise 
Income  Tax  Abatements.  in  England. 

Mr.    GRETTON   (Derbyshire,   S.):  li    _       ,,     „,^.ro  ,.T....rT    mt. 
beg    to    ask    Mr.    Chancellor    of    the'    *SlR  M.    HICKS  BEACH :  The   exact 
Exchequer   whether    he  will   state  the   figures  for  1901-1902  wiliuot  be  available 

total  number  of  persons  in  the  United  |  J^n^^^  ^^^   ^"^"?^'^-      ^h®  ,3^^!^.  ^V 
Kingdom  paying  income  tax  ;  how  many  i  Income  Tax  und-r  Schedule  B  in  Eng- 
of   the   totol   pay  on  the  fuU  amount   l^^^d*  ^or  the  year  1901-02    may  be  esti- 
of    their    declared    incomes    and    how  I  ^a^ed  at  £190,000. 
many  pay  subject  to  abatements;  and! 

if  he  can  state  what  proportion  of  the  Mr.  OWIARA:  Can  the  right  hon. 
total  tax  was  paid  subject  to  abatements  Gentleman  give  me  the  remissions  for 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1901.  |  the  year  ? 
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*SiB  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  No. 


War  Termmal  Oharges, 
♦Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  can  state  the  amount 
included  in  the  Estimates  of  Expenditure 
for  the  financial  year  1901-02  for  termi- 
nal charges  on  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  in  South  Africa,  including  cost  of 
transport  for  the  returning  troops  and 
gratuities  to  the  soldiers. 

*SlR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  amount 
was  £10,528,000. 

♦Mr.  McCRyE  :  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  state  what  sum  if  anj  is 
included  for  this  purpose  in  the  Esti- 
mates for  the  curi'ent  year. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  have 
already  stated  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  said  he 
did  not  include  it  in  the  Estimates  for  the 
current  year. 

New  Budget  Proposals— Increase  of  Stamp 

Duties. 

Mr.  0*MARA:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
will  state  how  much  he  anticipates  to 
collect  from  Ireland,  England,  and  Scot- 
land, respectively,  by  the  increase  pro- 
posed in  the  stamp  duties. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  On  the  basis 
of  the  figures  for  the  existing  duty  the 
increase  mav,  by  way  of  estimate,  be 
distributed  tKus: — 


England 
Scotland 
Ireland 


.£434,000 

39,000 
27,000 

£600,000 


Adhesive  Stamps  on  Oheqaes, 
Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  is  aware  that 
cheques  drawn  on  paper  which  has  not 
an  embossed  stamp,  but  to  which  an 
ordinary  adhesive  stamp  has  been 
attached,  are  sometimes  returned,  after 
being  cashed,  without  the  adhesive  stamp 
being  obliterated ;  and  whether  the 
obligation  to  obliterate  the  stamp  lies 
with  the  drawer  of  the  cheque  or  with 
the  banker. 


♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Under  the 
provisions  of  Section  34,  sub-Section  (1) 
of  the  Stamp  Act,  1891,  the  drawer  of  a 
cheque  stamped  by  means  of  an  adhesive 
stamp  is  the  person  with  whom  lies  the 
responsibility  for  obliterating  the  stamp. 
Unless  he  does  so  the  cheque  is  not  to  be 
deemed  duly  stamp^.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  extent  to  which  there 
may  be  failure  to  observe  the  law  in  this 
respect. 

New  OnstomB  Duties, 
Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  to  tax 
all  kinas  of  imported  grain  and  flour 
include  linseed  and  cotton-seed  cakes. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  It  is  not 
proposed  to  include  linseed  and  cotton- 
seed in  the  list  of  articles  liable  to  the 
new  duty,  and  linseed  and  cotton-seed 
cake  would  be  similarly  excluded,  pro- 
vided no  dutiable  article^  is  used  in  the 
manufacture. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  imported  corn  used  in 
the  United  Kingdom  for  distillation  pur- 
poses will  be  exempted  from  the  new 
Customs  duties  in  the  same  manner  as 
molasses  are  exempt  from  the  sugar 
duties  when  used  in  distillation. 


♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  VVARR  (Liverpool,  E.,  Toxteth)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  locust  beans,  which 
are  low-priced  articles  chiefly  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  cake  for  fattening  cattle, 
fall  within  the  terms  of  the  Resolution. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  Yes,  Sir. 

Mr,  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool.  Exchange):  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
the  customs  import  duty  of  3d.  per 
cwt.  on  grain  will  be  refunded  on  all 
grain  used  for  distillation. 

♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  1  have 
alreadv  answered  that  Question. 
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Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR :  Is  it  Mr.  BAIRD  (Glasgow.  Central) :  I 
intended  that  grain  so  used  shall  pay  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
customs  as  well  as  excise  duty.  chequer     whether    b<nui    fide    contracts 

I  entered  into  some  time  ago  and  cargoes 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  Yes,  Sir.       I  afloat  will  be  exempt  from  the  duty  on 

I  corn  ;  and,  if  not,  will  seller  or  buyer  be 

Mr.   lough  (Islington,  W.) :    I  beg   liable  on  sales  made  on  conditions  termed 
to  ask  Mr  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer   delivered  into  warehouse, 
whether   he  will  state  what   goods  are 

included  under  the  heading  of  gjrains,  ♦gj^  j^  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  answer 
and  flours,  and  meals;  and  whether  it  ^  ^.^jg  question  is  No.  The  position  of 
includes  aU  cereals  such  as  peas,  haricoU,  j^  contracts  is  precisely  that  of  sugar 
lentils,  rice,  and  also  manufactured  goods,  ^^^^^^^a  last  year,  and  the  matter  is 
■uch     as     macaroni,    semolina,    starch,  ^.^^j  1^    Section  10  of  the  Finance 

tapioca,  sago,  and  arrowroot.     Will  he ,  ^^^  ^f  ,^^ 
also  say  whether  bran  is  subject  to  duty,  i 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  articles '.^R-  ,?*^^^\*  I  ^f^  ^"^  ^^  .^'*- 
•pecified  in   the  Question  are  included.    Chancellor   of    the  Exchequer  whether 


I  answered  the  hon.  Member  s  Question 
the  other  day.t  and  I  do  not  know  why 


he  proposes  to  place  a  countervailing 
duty  on  foreign  beef  and  pork  to  enable 
the  British  farmer  to  compete  with  beef 


he  puts  it  again.  v  ^^\  ^"^'sn  tarmer  to  compete 

I  and  pork  fed  on  untaxed  grain. 

Mr.  lough  :  Because  the  right  hon.  , 
Gentleman  complained  that  he  had  no  |      ♦Sir  M.   HICKS  BEACH  :   No,   Sir. 
notice.  ;  The  British  farmer  can  easily  feed  his 

,  stock   with    home   grown   grain    if    he 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  Perhaps  it    prefers  it. 

will  save  trouble  if  I  undertake  to  lay  on 

the  Table  a  schedule  setting  forth  these  .         ,  ^        ^       _^    ^    ,    ,     j 

particulars  QtnUn  and  Plour  Imports  to  Ireland. 

Mr.   O'MARA:    I    beg   to    ask    Mr. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  May  I  ask    Chancellor  of    the  Exchequer  whether 

why  rice   is  included   on  this  occasion,    he  will  state  how  many  hundredweights 

whereas  it  was  not  included  before.  i  of    grain    and    flour   respectively    were 

imported  into  Ireland  during  the  last 
♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  We  propose    financial  year, 
to  tax  rice  because  rice  is  a  grain. 

*c      nLi  4  or  1.0  TMririr    t.  .       ♦SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  amounts 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  It  was  not  ,  j^     ^^^  were-Grain,  1 6,294,030 cwts. ; 
taxed  on  the  former  occasion.  ^^^  2,386,610  cwts. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  It  is  true ' 
that  it  was  not  included  for  taxation  in  Bank  Note  Forgeries, 

the  schedule  of  the  Act  of  1860,  but  it       Mr.    HOLLAND:    I  beg  to  ask  the 
was  taxed  up  to  that  time.  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 

ment  whether,    in  view  of  the  recent 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire,    bank  note  forgeries  he  will  have  some 
E.) :   I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the    ^f  the  spurious    notes    placed    in    the 
Exchequer  whether  linseed,  cotton  seed,  ,  library,  in  order  to  afford  Members  an 
rape,  and   other  seeds,  will  be  included    opportunity  of  inspecting  them, 
under  the  Com,  etc..  Resolution. 

*o       X,    x^.n^^T,T?^nu      T.  •  .'  ♦THK  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FORTHE 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  It  is  not  in  ^^^^^^   DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  RmniE, 

contemp  ation  to  include  linseed   cotton-  ^^^^^^^ .    j  y,^^,^  ^o  means  of   giving 

seed,  and  rape-^eed,  in  the  hst  of  articles  ^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  j^^^    Member's  suggestion, 

chargeable  with  the  new  duty.  ^^^  ^^  j  ^j^i^j^  ^.j^^^.  j^  I  ^^d  it  would  be 

t  See  pa^e  282.  '  desirable  to  do  so. 
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Automatic  Gambling  Biachines.  Mr.  LEES  ENOWLES  (Salford,  W.)  : 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  j  This  Question  is  one  which  should  not 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart-  be  addressed,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
ment  whether  he  has  considered  the  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission,  but  to 
case  of  a  boy,  sentenced  on  Tuesday '  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
for  embezzling  Ss.  for  use  in  an  auto- '  Department.  The  Church  Property  Re- 
matic  gambling  machine;  and  whether  '  t  m  of  1887  cost  £4,000,  and  took 
he  will  take  steps,  by  ordering  special  four  years  to  prepare,  and  a  substantial 
action  by  the  police,  and  by  the  public  part  of  the  cost  was  provided  by  the 
prosecutor,  or  if  necessary,  by  legislation,  Home  Office.  The  information  sought 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  temptations  thus  is  not  in  the  possession  of  the  Coramis- 
placed  in  the  way  of  young  persons  and  sion,  and  the  Commissioners  have  not  the 
others.  means  of  obtaining  it  on  the  lines  sug- 

gested in  the  Question.  The  hon.  Member 
Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  said  in  reply  to  a  ^a^.  ^^^ '^"^^  «[  the  information  which  he 
Question  on  this  subject  on  the  i3th  ^""^'^^  ^?.^*^^J"'  \?  ^^?^  publications 
of  last  month,  that  the  keeping  of  these  ft::^^2fj!^?''|*v  "^i^?^'*PJ^''^u  """"t 
machines  had  been  the  subject  of  action  ^^^  9^^*^,'  Y®*'*"^^^  ?,  .  ^^®  ^^^^<^^ 
by  the  police.  Since  that  date  there  i  ^f  England.  I  am  unwilling  to  move 
have  been  at  least  two  prosecutions  by  ^^^  Commissioners  to  incur  the  large 
the  Commissioner  of  Police,  resulting  in  expense  ot  preparing  these  Returna, 
the  conviction  of  the  defendants,  but ;  ^*"^,^^f»W,.^trow  great  labour  upon 
in  one  of  them  the  magistrate  agreed  ^^  already  fully-employed  staff, 
to  state  a  case  for  the  consideration  of 

the  High  Court.    The  matter  is  there- 1      Mr.    HUMPHREYS-OWEN  :    May   I 
fore   stlh  judice.      I  can  only   say  that,    ask  how  far  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis 
if    the    present    law   should    be    found    sioners    consider  that    the   information 
inadequate,    I   will  take   care   that  the    contained  in  the  suggested  publications 
question   of    further    measures    to   deal    can  be  treated  as  official  1 
with   this   pernicious  evil,  shall  receive 

consideration.  Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES:  They  cannot 

be   relied  on   entirely,  as  they  are  not 

EstabUshed  Church  (Livings  and  ^^*^   Returns  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 

Population)  Betums.  missioners. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWENS  (Mont- 
gomeryshire): I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Richard  Oloudesley  Charity. 
Member  for  West  Salford,  as  Church  Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Estates  Commissioner,  whether  he  will  Attorney  General  whether  the  trustees 
grant  the  Returns  relating  to  the  of  the  Richard  Cloudesley  Charity  have 
Established  Church  of  England  and  expressed  to  him  their  approval  of  his 
Wales,  notices  for  which  stand  on  proposals  for  the  distribution  of  the 
todays  Paper. t  annual  income  of  the  Charity;  whether 
^ the  trustees  have  prepared  their  scheme* 

t  The  toUowinK  are  the  Retums  referred  ^nd  when    will    it  be  presented    to   the 

to  :—**  Return  showmj;  the  nun *»er  of  Livinjrs  ti*   i     /-«       ^     r   t     -.•  j    -r       *. 

in  the  E-tabliBheti  Church  of  Englnnd  and  ^^gl^  ^  ourt  of  Justice;  and,  it  not,  caa 

Wales  of  which  (a)  the  Population  exceetls    he  explain  the  cause  of  the  delay ;  and 

10,000  and  the  annual  net  incuiue,  an  deKned  ^  .    _    _  _ 

by  The  Incumbentn'  Uesijrnation  Act,  1887,  "  Return  showing  the  numljer  of  Livings  in 
section  5,  exceeds  £1,000  ;  (h)  the  Population  the  Established  Chur  h  of  England  and  Wales, 
exceeds  8,000,  but  not  10,000,  and  the  annual  (a)  of  which  the  annual  net  income,  as  defined 
net  income  exceeds  £800 ;  (c)  the  Population  by  the  lncuml)ents*  Resignation  Act,  1887^ 
exceeds  7,000,  but  not  8,000,  and  the  annual  section  5,  is  less  than  £400  but  not  less  than 
net  income  exceeds  £700 ;  (d)  the  Population  £300  ;  (b)  of  which  the  annual  net  income  is 
exceeds  6,000,  but  not  7,000,  and  th»i  annual  ,  less  than  £3<l0  but  not  less  than  £200 ;  (c)  of 
net  income  exceeds  £600  ;  (e)  the  Population  which  the  annual  net  income  U  less  than  JS200 
exceeds  5,000,  but  not  6,000,  and  the  annual  ,  but  not  less  than  £100;  (ii)  of  which  the 
net  income  er.ceeds  £oOO  ;  (f)  the  Population  >  annual  net  income  is  £100  or  Ifss  ;  and  in  how 
is  5,000,  or  less,  and  the  annual  net  income  I  many  cases  the  Population  of  such  Livings  as 
exceeds  £400;  and,  approximately,  the  total  ,  thus  classified  exceeds  the  scale  of  Population 
annual  excess  of  such  incomes  over  the  scale  '  named  in  the  Ketum,  Charch  of  England  an<l 
named."  i  Wales  (LivingA  and  Population)." 
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whether  he  will  arrange  that  a  copy  and  will  make  any  representation  to 
of  the  scheme  will  be  submitted  to  the  the  Court  of  Governors  on  the  subject; 
Town  Touncil  of  IsUngton  for  its  opinion  and  whether  the  Board  will  consider 
before  it  is  settled  by  the  High  Court  the  desirability  of  inserting  in  future 
of  Justice.  in    scheme >    for     endowed     schools     a 

^  ,  ^  ,  clause     giving     to     assistant     masters 

The    attorney    GENERAL    (Sir '  reasonable    security    against    arbitrary 
Robert    Finlay,    Inverness     Burghs):    dismissal. 
The  trustees  have  approved  in  substance 

the  suggestions  made  by  me  with  regard  Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES:  I  beg  at  the 
to  this  Charity,  which  have  been  already  same  time  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of 
communicated  to  the  Borough  Council,  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
The  scheme  will  be  brought  before  the  whether  the  Merchant  Taylors'  School 
Court  as  soon  as  possible,  and  copias  has  ever  been  regarded  by  the  Board 
will  be  sent  to  the  Borough  Council  of  Education  as  an  endowed  school; 
of  Islington,  and  other  parties  concerned  whether  the  Covernors  have  the  right 
for  tiieir  information  before  it  is  finally  in  their  absolute  discretion  to  require 
settled.  the  retirement  of  any  assistant  master 

if  they  consider    it  to   be  for  the  good 
Lady  Poor  Law  Schools  Inspector.  of    the   school;     whether    it   has    ever 

Mr.  LEES  KXOWLES:  I  beg  to  ask  been  the  practice  of  the  Court  to  grant 
the  President  of  the  Local  (lovernment  pensions  to  masters  except  in  very 
Board  whether  he  will  take  into  con-  exceptional  cases  :  whether  the  Court 
sideration  the  desirability  of  appointing  framed  some  years  ago  a  superannuation 
lady  inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  scheme  for  the  masters  of  the  school ; 
examining  children  in  workhouses  and  »nd  whether  two  of  the  three  masters- 
certified  Poor  Law  schools.  who  have  recently  retired  preferred  not 

to  join  such   scheme    and  \i\)on  retire- 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL  ment  received  gratuities,  and  the  third 
(U)VERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Waltfr  master,  who  had  joined  it,  received 
Ii0.v(J,  Bristol,  8.):  There  is  a  lady  upon  retirement  a  sufficient  sum  to 
inspector  who  visits  the  Poor  Law  enable  him  to  meet  the  annual  pay- 
and  certified  schools  in  the  Metropolitan  ments  under  the  scheme, 
district,    but  it   has    not    been   deemed 

practicable   to  extend    the  arrangement       The    VICE     PRESIDENT    of    the 
to  the  rest  of  the  country.  COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  ON  EDUCA- 

TION   (Sir   John    Gorst,    Cambridge 
Merchant  Taylors' School  University):    The   Board  of   Education 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye):  I  ^lave  no  official  information  as  to  the 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the  statements  in  paragraphs  1  and  2 
Comruittee  of  Council  on  Education  oi  the  Questions  of  the  hon.  Member 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Board  ^or  the  Eye  Division  and  the  statement* 
of  Education  has  been  called  to  the  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford.  Para- 
dismiss  il,  without  cause  assigned,  by  graph  3  of  the  first  Question  asks  the 
the  Court  of  Governors  of  Merchant  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Education  oa 
Taylors'  School,  on  the  recommendation  *  point  of  law,  which  can  probably  bo 
of  the  headmaster,  of  three  assistant  decided  only  by  an  appeal  to  the  Courts, 
masters  of  twenty-five,  twenty-three,  The  Board  of  Education  would  make 
and  twelve  years  service  respectively ;  ^^  representation  till  assured  of  its- 
whether  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  jurisdiction.  As  to  paragraph  4,  the 
Governors  to  give  pensions  to  masters  Board  of  Education  have  never  yet 
who  are  not  otherwise  provided  for  succeeded  in  devising  any  plan  of 
has  been  in  this  case  departed  from ; :  appeal  which  could  in  their  judgment 
and,  if  so,  whether  any  reasons  have  I  ^  properly  inserted  in  a  scheme. 
been   given    lor    such    departure    from 

the  asual  practice  :  whether  the  Board  Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES  t  I  should  like 
of  Education  has  any  jurisdiction  over  to  refer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
the  school  by  reason  of  its  endowment,  ,;  the  first  paragraph  of  my  Question,  as 
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•to  whether  the  school  has  ever  been 
regarded  by  the  Board  of  Education  as 
^n  endowed  school. 

SiB  JOHN  GORST :  That  is  the  very 
question  upon  which  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners  depends 
— whether  it  is  an  endowed  school  or 
not     It  is  a  question  full  of  intricacies, 


can  now  arrange  for  the  official  Returns 
of  prices  received  under  The  Markets 
and  Fairs  (Weighing  of  Cattle)  Act, 
1891,  to  be  published  weekly  instead 
of  quarterly. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston) :    The    prices    named    in    the 


tind  nobody  can  with  certainty  say  if  Question  are  only  a  small  part  even  of 
this  is  an  endowed  school,  untif  an  i  the  general  agricultural  prices  in  Scot- 
appeal  to  the  Courts  is  decided.  During  I  'and  dealt  with  by  Lord  Mansfield':^ 
Such  a  state  of  uncertainty,  the  Board  Committee.  We  are  at  present  con- 
has  formed  no  opinion  at  sJl  on  the  sidering  a  scheme  for  dealing  with  the 
matter.  i  prices  of  all  leading  agricultural  products 

in  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  and  I 

Mr.  STEVENSON  ilJDoes  the  Board  I  could    not  oanticipate    such    a    general 

of  Education  propose  to  take  any  steps    treatment    of    the    subject  by  dealing 

to  ascertain  the  limits  and  nature  of   ^*th  so  small  a  part  of  it  as  the  hon. 

the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board,  if  any.  Member  suggests. 

S.E  JOHN  GORST  :  No.  The  Board  nJ^'^lSn^VB^^S^^*^!;- 
of  Education  knows  the  limiU  of  ite ,  „?«>  P^F^^P.?^tL^'^/^?'"^1v  ' 
jurisdiction;  but  there  is  a  nice  point  ^^'J^^^-  »lf  ^^^  ^"fu  ■  °^  ^* 
if  law  involved,  whether  a  parti^lar .  ^»«^,  °^  Agnculture  whether,  in  oon- 
aohool  is  an  endowed  school  or  not.  and  «d«ration  of  the  opinion  of  competent 
there  is  no  particular  reason  why  the  »"tl>o"'.'<»  f^*'  pleuro-pneumonia  has 
Boani  should  take  steps  to  determine  never  existed  mCanada.and  the  admitted 
this  point,  until  a  quertion  arises  on  ,  ^^''^  *J**  *?*  ^'"'f'  ^^  ^"^  ^T  ^ 
which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  is  ^""""^  '.'f  <!««««  jof  tjree  years,  he  wiU 
necessarv  reconsider  the  advisability  of   restoring 

^'  the  introduction  of  Canadian  store  cattle 

OrganiBing  Expenditure  on  Secondary      j^^  ^^«  ^^'[^  Kingdom,  so  that  (»ttle^ 

Edncation.  feeders  can  take  full  advantage  of  the 

w       \w  T  AowxT  /T   •     X     t .        T>        threatened  storage  in  the  supply  of  beef 
Mr    McLaren  (Leicestershn  e,   Bos-   f^^  ^^^^^ 

worth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President , 

of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa-  Mr.  HANBURY :  I  do  not  know  what 

tion   whether  he  will  obtain   from  the  competent  authorities  the  hon.  Member 

County  Councils  of  England  and  Wales  refers  to,   but,  in   the  opinion    of   the 

information  as  to    the    amount   spent  officers  of  the  Board,  pleuro-pneumonia 

annually  by   each    Council    under    the  undoubtedly   existed  among  the   cattle 

head  of  technical  or  secondary   educa-  coming  from  Canada  up  to  1892;  nor  do 

tion   in  the    salaries    and    expenses   of  I  know  on  what  the  hon.  Member  bases 

organising    secretaries    or    other    paid  his  fear  of  a  shortage  of    beef  supply. 

officials,  other  than  teachers,  employed  There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the 

for  the  purpose  of  establishing  or  main-  quantity  of  beef  imported  into  this  coun* 

taining    schools    or    classes    for    every  try  last  year,  and  our  information  does 

branch  of  education.  not  show  any  diminution   of    stocks  in 

'  the  United    States.      I   see   no   reason 

Sir  .lOHN  GORST  :  The  information  whatever  for   reversing  a  policy  which 

furnished  by  the  Councils  to  the  Board  was  deliberately  embodied  in  an  Act  ok 

of  Education  will  be  found  in  the  Parliament  so  recently  as  the  year  1896. 
Technical  Instruction  Return^  presented 

to  Parliament.  Dr.   FARQUHARSON:    May  I    aak 

whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not 

Betnma  of  Agricultural  Prices.  aware  that  one  of  the  first  authorities  in 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  Europe  has  stated  that  pleuro-pneumonia 

of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  has  never  existed  in  Canada  t 
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Mr.  HANBURY  :  That  may  be  so,  but 
it  is  entirely  in  conflict  with  the  opinion 
of  our  own  authorities. 

Importation  of  Diseased  Horses. 

Mr.  HERMON-HODGE  (Oxfordshire, 
Henley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  if  he  can  in- 
form the  House  of  the  result  of  his 
inquiries  as  to  the  importation  into  this 
country  of  horses  suffering  from  in- 
fectious diseases ;  and  whether  any  steps 
are  to  be  taken  to  check  the  spread  of 
disease  by  horses  which  are  imported 
into  this  country. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  I  am  glad  to  inform 
my  hon.  friend  that  the  inquiries  made 
by  our  own  Inspectors  at  the  Port  of 
London,  and  by  the  local  authorities  at 
various  other  large  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
have  shown  that  practically  no  cases  of 
influensa  have  been  discovered  among 
imported  horses  since  the  year  1900. 

Mr.  HERMON-HODGE:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  the 
arrangements  for  the  protection  of 
horse-breeders  in  this  country  against  the 
importation  of  disease  are  of  a  permanent 
character  1 


to  the  effects  of  the  system  of  pro- 
curing economical  labour  for  the  vanous 
Departments  of  the  Civil  Service  in 
London,  by  the  formation  of  the  class 
of  boy  writers,  who,  when  dismissed 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  find  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  employment  in  com- 
mercial firms  by  reason  of  their  train- 
ing ;  and,  seeing  that  the  majority  of 
these  boy  writers  are  drawn  from  Ire- 
land, and  have  only  wages  of  14s.  a 
week  at  present  for  their  maintenance  in 
London,  whether  he  will  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  giving  these  youths  increased 
wages  and  of  providing  them  with  sub- 
sequent employment  after  they  have 
attained  the  age  of  20  years. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  K):  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  training  uf  boy  copyists 
stands  in  the  way  of  their  subsequent 
employment  by  private  firms.  Less  than 
25  per  cent,  continue  to  serve  till  the  age 
limit  of  twenty,  and  of  these  a  large 
portion  subsequently  enter  the  permanent 
service,  owing  to  their  privilege  of  com- 
peting at  a  later  age  than  other  candi- 
dates.     I    think   the  minimum   pay  of 

1 4s.  a  week  rather  low.     It  has  already 

» 

been  decided  to  raise  it  to  15s. 


Mr.  HANBURY:  In  view  of  there 
being  so  very  few  cases  that  the  local 
authorities  have  in  some  cases  ceased  in- 
spection, I  am  afraid  I  cannot  undertake, 
on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  to 
incur  expenditure  at  all  the  ports  for  this 
purpose. 


Horse  Breeding  in  England. 
Mr,  MANSFIELD :  I  l)eg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  he  will  state  what  steps  the 
Board  proposes  to  take  to  encourage  the 
breeding  of  Army  horses  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  I  am  in  communi- 
cation with  the  War  Office  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  cannot  as  yet  give  the  hon. 
Memlier  the  information  he  asks. 

Boy  Labour  in  the  Oiyil  Service. 

Mr.  MACVPLVCm  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether    his   attention  has   been    called 


Oommission  on  Postal  Orders^ 

xMr.  McLaren  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  additional  stamp  on  cheques,, 
he  will  give  further  facihtics  for  the 
convenient  transmission  of  small  sums 
by  means  of  postal  notes,  by  reducing 
the  commission  payaUe  on  sums  of  £1 
and  under,  and  by  issuing  books  of 
postal  orders,  with  counterfoils  attached, 
so  as  to  enable  a  record  to  be  kept  by 
those  who  have  to  send  large  numbers 
of  small  remittances. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 

Postmaster  General  does  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  reduce  the  commissions 
payal  le  upon  postal  orders,  as  the  pre- 
sent rates  appear  to  him  to  be  reason- 
able. The  question  of  supplying  boo  s 
of  postal  orders  with  counterfoils  attached 
has  received  attention  on  many  occasions; 
but  the  Postmaster  General  sees  no 
reason  to  think  that  there  would  be  such 
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.a  demand  on  the  part  of  the  public  for 
this  convenience  as  would  justify  him 
in  adopting  the  proposal. 

Ooronation  Celebrations  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackman- 
nan and  Kinross) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Parish  Councils  in  England  are  to  be 
permitted  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
Coronation  celebrations  o^t  of  a  compul- 
sory rate ;  and  whether  he  will  give 
orders  that  a  similar  perrrission  is  given 
to  the  Scotch  Parish  Councils,  should 
they  desire  to  exercise  it. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  Eng- 
lish Local  Government  Board  in  the  case 
of  local  authorities,  whose  accounts  are 
subject  to  audit  by  the  Board's  auditors, 
have  power,  under  the  Local  Authorities 
(Expenses)  Act,  1887,  to  authorise  the 
charging  of  such  expenditure  against 
the  statutory  rates.  Neither  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  nor  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Scotland  possess  a  similar 
power.  I  would  like  to  add,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  hon.  Member  and  the 
local  authorities  in  who.se  interests  he 
puts  the  Question,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  as  advised, 
any  rate  or  contribution,  for  the  purpose 
aimed  at,  must  accordingly  be  of  a 
voluntary  nature,  clear  intimation  being 
given  on  the  assessment  notice  or  invita- 
tion to  subscribe  that  payment  is  not 
compulsory. 

Hospitals  in  Scotch  Oongested  Districts. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  stated  that  he 
would  not  be  disinclined  to  amend  The 
Congested  District  (Scotland)  Act,  1897, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  provide  for  the  ! 
estabUshment  and  maintenance  of  hos- 
pitals in  congested  areas,  will  he  state 
whether  he  can  arrange  to  introduce 
legislation  on  the  subject  this  session. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  With 
reference  to  the  answer  I  gave  to  the 
hon.  Member  on  the  15th  March,  1901 1, 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  is  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  say  what  steps,  if  any,  he  can 
take  in  the  matter. 

t  See  (4)  Dtbates,  xci.,  86. 


Earl  of  Kemnare  and  Police  Protection. 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
exact  amount  of  money  paid  in  salary 
and  otherwise  to  the  policeman  stationed 
at  Killamey  House  for  the  past  ten 
years;  and  if,  having  regard  to  the 
crimelessness  of  the  district  as  testified  at 
recent  quarter  sessions,  this  poUceman 
will  now  be  withdrawn. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  This 
Question  is  substantially  a  repetition  of 
one  put  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member  on 
the  10th  June  last.t  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  reply  given  by  me  on  that 
occasion. 

Mr.  MURPHY:  May  I  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware  that 
the  crimelessness  of  that  district  has 
been  recently  proved  by  the  presentation 
of  white  gloves  to  the  Recorder  ] 

Mr.  WYNDHAM*S  reply  was  not 
heard  in  the  gallery. 

Extra  Police  at  Kilmactigue,  Siigo. 

♦Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
state  the  number  of  extra  police  at 
present  stationed  in  Kilniactigue,  County 
Sligo;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
crimelessness  of  the  district,  he  will 
consider  the  advisabiUty  of  withdrawing 
these  police  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  number  of 
extra  police  is  dye.  The  district  is  not 
free  from  crime,  as  alleged.  On  the 
contrary,  there  have  been  several  agra> 
rian  outrao^es  committed  in  the  localitv 
within  the  last  twelve  months,  and 
individuals  have  been,  and  are  at  the 
present  moment,  the  victims  of  intimida- 
tion and  boycottin;":.  The  extra  police 
are  employed  in  protecting  the  persons 
and  property  of  these  persons. 

♦Mr.  O'DOWD :    Who  are  these  per- 
sons 1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 
t  See  (4)  Debates,  xciv.,  1468. 
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BooBkey  (ICayo)  Band. 
♦Mb.  0*D0WD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Rooskey  (County  Mayo)  band,  whilst 
out  for  practice  on  Christmas  Day,  was 
set  upon  by  a  force  of  police  who 
assaulted  the  bandsmen  and  made  deter- 
mined attempts  to  break  the  instruments, 
which  had  to  be  removed  for  safety  across 
the  county,  Mearing  to  Moylough,  county 
Sligo;  and,  seeing  that  the  police  of 
Chaffpool  have  instituted  a  search  and 
are  still  engaged  in  a  search  for  these 
instruments,  will  he  say  on  whose  initia- 
tive they  are  acting,  or  whether  it  is 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Irish  Government 
that  such  action  is  being  taken  by 
the  police. 

Mb.  WYNDH AM :  The  Rooskey  band 
went  out  on  Christmas  Day,  but  the 
remaining  allegations  in  the  Question 
are  without  foundation. 

*Mr.  0*D0WD  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  Moylough  men  are  allowed  to  per- 
form on  that  band,  whilst  its  owners  are 
denied  that  right  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

Prisoners  under  Oriminal  Law  and  Pro- 
cedure Act. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
•defendants  accused  of  the  same  offences 
under  the  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure 
(Ireland)  Act,  have  been  sentenced  in 
Tipperary  to  hard  labour,  in  Mayo  to 
be  treated  as  ordinary  prisoners  and 
without  hard  labour,  and  in  Roscommon 
to  be  treated  as  first  class  misdemeanants ; 
whether  he  will  assent  to  a  ParUa- 
mentary  Consular  Return,  setting  forth 
the  treatment  given  to  political  prisoners 
in  other  countries;  and  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  take  steps  to  assimilate  the 
treatment  of  political  prisoners  in  Ire- 
land to  the  treatment  of  political  prisoners 
in  other  civilised  countries. 

Mr.  WYNDH  am  :  In  some  cases  the 
conditions  attaching  to  imprisonment 
for  offences  committed  under  the  Statute 
mentioned  have  been  varied  on  appeal. 
It  does  not  rest  with   me  to  grant  or 


refuse  the  Return  indicated  in  the 
second  query.  All  prisoners  in  Ireland 
are  being  classified  as  in  England.  But 
no  separate  class  has   been,  or  will  be, 

'  instituted,  to    distinguish    persons  cou- 

'  victed  under  that  statute. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  a  separate 
class  has  been  in  existence  ever  since 
the  Coercion  Act  of  1887  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
it;  and,  since  the  hon.  Gentleman  asks 
the  Question,  I  would  ask  him  to  in- 
dicate to  me  on  what  he  bases  it.  The 
ordinary  prison  rules  are  in  force,  and 
I  am  certain  that  no  special  class  has 
been  instituted. 


Mr.  DILLON :  I 
Question  on  Monday, 
personal  experience. 


will   repeat  the 
I    base   it  on 


Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.,  N.):  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intend  to 
treat  political  opponents  as  criminals  in 
Ireland  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Is 
free  speech  to  be  treated  as  a  crime  in 
Ireland  1 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Irish  National  School  Teachers'  Pensions. 

Mr.  THOMAS  0*DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  grant  the  Return  re- 
lating to  National  School  Teachers 
(Ireland)  (Pension  Fund),  notice  for 
which  stands  on  today's  Paper. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
The  details  for  which  the  hon. 
Member  asks  are  given  each  year 
in  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Nationai  Education.  The  latest 
available  Report  is  that  for  1900 
(Cd.  704  of  1901)  and  the  information 
will  be  found  at  page  27. 

Irish  Emigration. 

Captain  DONELAN:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
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that  the  drain  of  Irish  emigration  still  [  Mr,  SHEEHAN:  Will  the  petitioners 
continues ;  and  what  steps  it  is  pro- '  be  allowed  to  produce  additional  evidence 
posed   to    take  to  prevent  the  further  '  — additional,  I  mean,  to  that  produced 


decrease  of  the  population  of  Ireland. 
Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  were  fewer 


at  the  first  hearing  ? 
Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  understand  that 


emigrants  from  Ireland  during  the  past   the  objections  urged  by  the  petitioners 


were  disclosed  in  their  petitions,  and  I 
infer  from  that  that  no  further  objec- 
tions can  be  raised. 


Tipperary  Coronership. 
Mr.   SWIFT  MACNEILL:   I  beg  to 


three  months,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  of  1901.  The 
official  returns  do  not  show  to  what 
causes  emigration  is  due. 

Captain     DONELAN  :     May    I   ask 

whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro-         _ ^   ^^      ^ 

poses  to  cure    this    admitted    evil    by  ]  ^s^^Mr.  Attorney  Generd  foP  Ireland 
coercion  1  whether  he  is  aware  that   the  person 

I  about  to  be  appointed  to  the  office  of 
*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  i  coroner  in  Tipperary  will  be  a  coroner 

«  ^,  ^    ,    »  •  ,  «  •  for  the  entire  county  of  Tipperary,  and 

Bathkeale  Labourers  Scheme,  ^^^j^j^j  ^^  ^,t  i^  ^{^^  ^J^  ^ding  of 

Mr.  O^SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick,  i  that  county  for  the  adjoining  district, 
W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  |  ^^at  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  i  coroner  is  a  charge  upon  the  entire 
whether  he  will  state  what  is  the  cause '  county,  and  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  the  delay  in  issuing  the  first  instal-  ^f  Ireland  has  recently  issued  his  writ 
ment  of  the  loan  for  the  labourers'  for  the  election  of  a  coroner  in  the  north 
scheme  in  the  Rathkeale  Union  in  the  ridingof  Tipperary  by  the  County  CouncU 
county  of  Limerick;  and  when  will  it ;  ^f  that  riding:  and  seeing  that  the 
be  issued.  County  Council  of  the  south  riding  of 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  application  in  I  ^^^  county  is  entitled  to  take  part  in 
this     case     is    at    present     before    the  ;  <^^?  ^^<^  ^'^.V,^,^^' ™^^r  instru^^^ 

this  enect  will  be  given  to  the  high  sheriff 
and  North  and  South  Riding  County 
Councils;   and,    having    regard    to    the 


Treasury. 

Applications  for  Labourers'  Cottages. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I  beg  -  fact  that  intimation  cannot  now  be 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  given  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is !  coroner  created  by  death,  the  twentieth 
aware  that  at  the  recent  sittings  of  the  ,  sections  of  the  Act  9  and  10  Vic,  cap. 


Privy  Council  a  number  of  applications 
for  labourers'  cottages  were  rejected  on 
appeal,  though  recommended  in  the  first 
instance  by  the  Local  Government  Board 


37,  having  been  repealed  by  the  Local 
Government  Act,  will  he  state  with 
whom  the  responsibility  rests  of  giving 
official    notice  of    the    vacancy   to   the 


inspector ;  and  can  he  state  what  ad-  County  Council,  and  will  he  see  that  the 

ditional  evidence  was  brought  forward  person  elected  to  the  office  of  coroner 

by   the    Petitioners    before    the    Privy  is    possessed    of     the     necessary    legal 

Council  when  the  decisions  of  the  Local  qualifications. 
Government  Board  were  reversed. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  fact  is  as  IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
stated  in  the  first  part  of  the  Question,  derry,  N.):  The  Question  contained  in 
The  objections  urged  by  the  petitioners  the  first  paragraph  is  not  free  from 
were  disclosed  in  the  petitions,  and  difficulty,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the 
evidence  of  the  objections  was  g^ven  Irish  Law  Officers  the  Writ  issued  by 
before  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  the  Lord  Chancellor,  is,  having  regard 
Privy  Council.  The  Committee,  in  dis-  to  the  provisions  of  the  14th,  68th,  and 
allowing  the  applications  acted  in  pur-  69th  Sections  of  the  Local  Government 
suance  of  its  statutory  powers.  The  Act  and  the  Orders  made  thereunder, 
hearing  was  publici  j  in    proper  form.     The    Council   i  f    the 
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North  Riding  will  elect  and  pay  the 
coroner  and  assign  to  him  a  district 
within  the  North  Riding.  The  SheriflP 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  election, 
and  the  County  Council  have  had  full 
notice  of  the  Order  removing  the 
coroner.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  County 
Council  to  see  that  the  person  elected 
is  duly  qualified. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  With  whom 
does  the  responsibility  rest  of  giving  the 
County  Councils  notice  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  They  had  before 
them  the  notice  of  the  Order  removing 
the  coroner,  and  also  the  writ  ordering 
the  appointment  of  his  successor. 

Appeal  from  Conviction  Under  Crimes 

Act  (Ireland). 

Mr.  FLYNN:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether 
liis  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
proceedings  before  County  Court  Judge 
Moore,  at  Thurles,  on  the  8th  instant, 
in  connection  with  the  appeal  of  Mr.  R. 
A.  Corr  against  sentences  which  amounted 
to  seven  months  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour ;  is  he  aware,  on  counsel  for 
the  accused  making  an  appUcation  that 
the  sentences  should  run  concurrently 
and  the  hard  labour  should  be  removed, 
of  the  intervention  by  the  prosecuting 
counsel  and  of  the  terms  in  which  he 
referred  to  the  prisoner;  and  whether 
the  Law  Officers  in  Ireland  will  com- 
municate their  views  as  to  this  gentle- 
man*s  conduct. 

Me.  ATKINSON :  The  hon.  Member 
is  under  a  misapprehension.  There  was 
only  one  appeal  before  the  County  Court 
Judge.  In  this  the  Judge  confirmed 
the  conviction  of  three  months  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour.  The  accused, 
at  the  time  of  the  hearing  of  the  appeal, 
was  in  custody  under  a  conviction  for 
an  earlier  and  entirely  difTerent  offence 
for  which  he  had  been  sentenced  to  one 
months  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 
The  prosecuting  counsel,  Mr.  Morphy, 
reports  to  me  that  the  observations  made 
by  him  to  the  Court  on  the  occasion 
referred  to,  were  made  in  reply  to  the 
application  of  the  prisoner's  counsel 
that  the  accused  should  be  made  a  first- 
class  misdemeanant.    Mr.  Morphy  merely 
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submitted  that  having  regard  to  the 
gravity  of  the  offence  the  accused  should 
not  be  made  a  first-class  misdemeanant. 
He  adds  that  the  report  in  the  news- 
papers is  inaccurate.  I  entirely  approve 
of  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cuting counsel. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Arising  out  of  the 
answer  I  should  like  to  ask  whether,  the 
conviction  having  been  secured  before 
the  County  Court  Judge,  counsel  had 
any  right  to  interfere  with  and  insult 
this  unfortunate  man*s  application. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  My  learned  friend 
reports  to  me  that  he  did  not  insult 
the  man.  As  to  his  right  to  interfere 
on  the  application  that  the  accused 
might  be  made  a  firstK'lass  misdemeanant 
it  was  not  only  his  right  but  his  duty  to 
interfere  and  give  reasons  why  that 
course  should  not  be  taken. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  it  was  neither 
counseKs  right  nor  his  duty 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I  That 
is  not  a  request  for  information. 

Mr.  CREAN  (Cork,  S.E.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  it  is  a 
common  practice 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

Irish  Lights  Board. 

Mr.  field  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  Department  have 
had  under  consideration  the  necessity  of 
reconstituting  the  Irish  Board  of  Lights  ; 
and  whether  the  Government  will 
introduce  a  measure  or  support  a  Bill 
having  for  its  object  the  increased 
efficiency  and  official  responsibility  in 
the  managements  of  Irish  Ughts  affairs. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
trade  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  With  regard  to  the  first  part  of 
the  Question,  lean  add  nothing  to  the  reply 
I  have  already  given  the  hon.  Member; 
and  with  regard  to  the  second  part  I  can 
only  say  I  am  unable  to  give  any  such 
pledge. 

U 
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Kilmallock  Postal  Arrangements! 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick. 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
morning  collection  of  letters  is  of  no  use 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Dromin  and  Ballin- 
cuUa  district,  near  Kilmallock,  in  the 
county  of  Limerick,  as  they  cannot  have 
their  correspondence  replied  to  by  that 
time  on  the  same  day  ;  whether  he  has 
received  a  statement  from  the  parish 
priest  of  the  district  to  that  effect,  and 
asking  to  have  the  morning  collection 
changed  to  an  evening  one ;  and  will  he, 
in  the  public  interest,  accede  to  the 
request. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
oircumstances  of  this  case  ha^nng  been 
fully  explained  to  the  hon.  Member  in 
the  answers  already  given  to  him  by 
letter  on  the  11th  of  September  and  15th 
of  November  last,  and  orally  in  this 
House  on  the  25th  of  last  month,  t  The 
Postmaster  General  regrets  that  he  is 
unable  to  depart  from  the  decision  he 
has  arrived  at. 

The  Member  for  GkJway. 

Earl  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  legal 
proceedings  taken  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Lynch,  Member  for  Galway  City,  to 
recover  rents  due  to  him;  whether 
instructions  have  been  given  to  arrest 
Mr.  Lynch  on  a  charge  of  high  treason 
80  soon  as  he  may  come  within  the  King's 
dominions ;  and  whether  steps  will  be 
taken,  by  making  him  an  outlaw  or 
otherwise,  to  prevent  Mr.  Lynch  from 
using  the  King's  Courts  for  recovery  of 
rents. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH:  Before  the  Attorney 
General  answers  that  Question,  I  beg  to 
ask  whether  he  is  aware  that  three  of 
the  noble  Lord's  ancestors  were  hanged 
for  high  treason. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY:  I  have 
heard  of  the  proceedings  in  Ireland  to 
which  my  noble  friend  refers,  but  have 
no  special  information  with  regard  to 
them.    As  has    already  been  stated  in 


t  See  preceding  Volume,  p.  997. 
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this  House,  the  answer  to  the  second 
part  of  the  Question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
I  have  carefully  considered  the  point 
raised  in  the  last  part  of  the  Question, 
and  do  not  consider  it  desirable  to  take 
any  such  proceedings. 

Earl'  PERCY ;  Arising  out  of  that, 
may  I  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man if  he  can  inform  the  House  whether 
the  Act  of  William  IIL  is  still  in  force, 
which  enacts  that  prosecution  for  high 
treason  must  take  place  within  three 
years  after  the  commission  of  the  offence  % 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick):  Has  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Lynch  has  offered  to  transfer  his  interest 
in  his  lands  to  the  tenants  without  any 
charge  % 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) :  I 
hope  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  will 
give  an  answer  to  my  noble  friend's 
supplementary  Question.  It  is  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  possible  importance. 

^Sm  ROBERT  FINLAY:  Of  course 
the  question  will  have  attention,  but  it 
is  not  suitable  for  discussion  by  way  of 
Question  and  answer  across  the  floor  of 
the  House. 

Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.) :  Is  it 
not  a  fact  that  the  Percies  have  been 
four  times  outlawed  for  treason  ? 

Voluntary  and  Board  School  Expenditure. 
Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  lay  upon  the  Table  m 
Return  supplementary  to  [Cd.  315] 
showing  separately  ,from  other  miscel- 
laneous expenditure  on  elementary 
schools  the  costs  of  repairs,  rent,  and 
taxes  on  voluntary  and  Board  schools 
respectively. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREASURY 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I 
fear  that  particulars  could  not  be  got 
without  a  very  great  amount  of  trouble, 
and  that  even  then  they  would  not  be 
available  till  after  the  Education  Bill 
had  been  under  consideration. 
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Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN :  May  I 
«8k  whether,  in  point  of  fact,  these 
figures  are  not  added  up  and  included 
in  one  cdumn  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  informed 
that  the  Return  would  be  extremely 
costly,  would  involve  the  consideration 
of  details  of  the  accounts  of  some 
30,000  schools,  and  even  then  would 
be  so  imperfect  as  not  to  be  of  much 
use. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN:  Would 
it  not  be  possible,  from  the  materials  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  to  set  out 
the  particulars  in  the  shape  asked  for  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  thought  I  had 
answered.  I  have  not  myself  inspected 
the  forms,  but  I  am  told  they  are  in  such 
«  shape  that  it  would  involve  a  most 
laborious  and  lengthy  examination  of 
the  separate  accounts  of  all  the  schools 
to  give  such  a  Return. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN:  I  shall 
put  down  another  Question  on  the 
aubject. 

(Hbraltar  Works. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  taken 
any  steps  to  provide  docks  and  anchor- 
age for  British  vessels  in  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar,  not  exposed  to  converc^ng 
fire  from  guns  which  may  be  placed  on 
the  adjacent  Spanish  coast  and  territory ; 
and,  if  so,  what  is  the  nature  of  such 
steps. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  has  been 
no  change  in  the  policv  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  Gibraltar  since 
the  subject  was  debated  at  great  length 
in  this  and  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment last  session. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Was  not  the 
policy  of  the  Government  as  then  ex- 
to  send  out  an  eminent  engineer  1 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  said  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  am  right  in  imagining 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  going  to  ask 
leave  to  move  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  was  going 
to  ask  a  Question  first,  and  it  would 
depend  on  the  answer  whether  or  not 
I  should  ask  leave. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Well,  I  want 
to  say  something  before  the  adjourn- 
ment is  moved. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  had  per- 
haps  better  put  my  Question  first — It  is, 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  has 
any  information  to  give  to  the  House 
with  reference  to  the  statement  in 
today's  newspapers  that  nine  counties 
and  two  cities  in  Ireland  have  been  pro- 
claimed under  Sections  2,  3,  and  4  of  the 
Coercion  Act 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  I  associate  mj^elf  fully 
with  his  action,  yesterday  proclaimed  in 
Council  certain  urban  and  rural  districts 
in  Ireland,  thirty-four  in  number  alto- 
gether, and  the  two  cities  of  Waterford 
and  Cork,  under  Section  2  of  the 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  Act.  He 
also  proclaimed  the  nine  counties  of 
which  those  districts  form  part, 
together  with  the  County  Boroughs  of 
Cork  and  Waterford,  under  Sections 
3  and  4  of  the  same  Act  The  object 
of  that  action  was  to  make  persons 
amenable  to  the  law  who  have  broken 
the  law.  The  definition  of  the  area 
so  proclaimed  has  been  based  on  in- 
formation which  convinced  the  Irish 
Government  that  the  law  has  been 
broken,  principally  by  the  increased 
practice  and  advocacy  of  offences 
popularly  known  as  boycotting  and 
intimidation. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Do  I  under- 
stand that  the  proclamation  under 
Section  2  of  the  Act  does  not  apply  to 
the  whole  of  the  nine  counties,  and,  if 
so,  what  are  the  districts  that  are  so 
affected! 
Orimea  Act  (Ireland). 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford)  I     Mr.   WYNDHAM :    I    can    read   the 

names,  but  it  is  a  long  lift 

U2 


♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I    Tliat 
question  does  not  arise. 
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Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :    I  will  not ;  with  the  taking  ol  the  discussion  of  the 


ask  it  if  they  are  so  numerous ;  we  shall 
«ee  them  tomorrow. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  am  right  in  interposing,  but 
I  take  it  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Water 


Budget  on  that  day.     My    proposal   b 
this — ^The  remainder  of  this  evening  for 
the  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE.  |  House,    and   the  Reports  of   the   non- 

controversial    Resolutions ;     tomorrow. 
Supply,  as  arranged ;  on  Monday,   the 

general  discussion   on  the  Budget,  and 

ford  proposes  tVa^kle^ve  to  move  the  i  ?P  ^jiesday,  the  discussion  on  the  Corn 

adjournment.    PersonaUy,  I  should  not  >  R^^'^V^P^    together  with  the  Report 

raise   any  objection  to  that   course  on  I  s^^®  ^^  ^^^  Income  Tax  Resoluuon. 

such  an  occasion  as  this,  but  it  is  evident , 

that  it   must  upset  the  programme  of  i      Mr.   LOUGH ;    Will  the   right   hoii. 

business  which  has  by  common  consent  I  Gentleman  not  keep  over  the  Resolution 

been  arranged  for  that  evening.     It  is !  on  Stamps  1 

quite  clear  that  if  the  subject  of  proclama- ! 

tion  under  the  Crimes  Act  is  started  it  -      Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  should  like 

must  last  some  little  time.    I  would  sug- '  to  point  out  that  the  stamp  duty  is  a 

gest  that  it  would  be  the  most  convenient ;  very  controversial  question. 

course  if  the  debate  on  the  Motion  for 

adjournment  can  be  concluded  in  time  I      Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  hope  the 

to  give  the  Reports  of  the  Budget  Re- '  House  will  agree  to  take  the  Resolution 

solutions    which  are  non-controversial ;  I  tonight,  as  I  have  promised  to  lx)k  into 

and,  if  that  were  done,  instead  of  devot- ,  the  matter  and  see  what  can  be  done, 

ing  tomorrow  to  Supply  I  would  ask  the    though  I  cannot  make  any  announcement 

House  to  devote  it  to  the  general  discus-  i  tiU  the  Report  is  Uken. 

sion  on  the  Budget,  which  was  to  have  ' 

taken  place  tonight.    Monday  has  been       SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  think 

arranged  for  another  discussion,  but  the  i  the  arrangement  suggested  by  theLt»der 

occasion  is  one  on  which  the  sound  and    of  the  House  a  very  reasonable  one. 

useful  practice   of    devoting   Friday  to 

Supply  might  be  interrupted.  


.,       .^xT..    ^x.^w^^.^     ^.  I      CRIMrNAL  LAW  AND  PROCEDURE 

Mr.  JOHN   REDMOND  :  Of  course,  (IRELAND)— PROCLAMATION. 

it  must   be    obvious    that    the    discus- 1  [Motion  for  Adjournment.] 

sion  on  Ireland  will  take  a  considerable  ' 

time.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  (6.55)  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Water- 
would  take  the  general  discussion  on  the  (oni),  rose  in  his  place,  and  asked 
Budget  on  Mon^y,  going  on  with  I  i^ave  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
Supply  as  arranged  tomorrow,  I  would  House  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  a 
not  object  to  the  taking  of  the  Reports  I  definite  ^^^^^  of  urgent  pubUc  im- 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  desires  portance,  viz.,  "  the  proclamatioif  of 
this  evening.  ^^^^^  counties  and  two   cities  in  IreUiid 

Co    vvTTTTAVf    tiAPnm-T>T    /XM         ^^^^^    Scctions   2,    3,    and   4    of    The 
biR    WILLI A.M   HARCOLRT    (Mon-    criminal  Law  and  Pnxjedure  (Ireland) 
mouthshire,  W.) :  I  would  suggest  that  i  ^ct,  1887 ;  "  and   the  pleasure  of  the 
if  the  non-contentious  Budget  Resolutions  i  House  having  been  signified- 
are  taken  this  evening  it  would  be  better  , 

to  adhere  to  the  taking  of  Supply  to- 1  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  The  action 
morrow,  Monday  for  the  discussion  of  of  the  Irish  Executive  to  which  I 
the  Corn  Duty,  and  Tuesday  for  the  dis- '  jesire      to      call      the     attention     of 


cussion  on  the  whole  Budget. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  is  force 
in  the  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  perhaps  some  Members 


the  House  is  of  a  very  grave  and 
serious  character  indeed,  and  I  desire  to 
address  myself  to  its  consideration  in  a 
spirit  of  gravity.  I  do  not  intend,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  make  any  violent  attack  or 

of  ,the  House  have  made  arrangements    to  indulge  in  any  extravagant  criticism. 

fortomorrow  which  would  be  inconsistent    1  regard  the  step  which  has  been  taken  .. 
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as  one  of  the  utmost  gravity,  affecting 
most  prejudicially  the  future  prospects 
of  Ireland  ;  and  I  desire  to  discuss  it  ih 
a  spirit  of  moderation.  I  am  not  quite 
«ure  if  the  House  of  Commons  exactly 
understands  the  position  in  which 
Ireland  has  been  governed  of  recent 
years.  I  think  I  shall  probably  be  quite 
accurate  if  I  say  that  since  the  Union 
Ireland  has  never  been  governed  without 
the  application  of  exceptional  coercive 
laws  for  so  long  a  period  as  the  period 
•covered  by  the  last  eight  or  nine  years. 
It  is  true  that  during  that  period  there 
was  upon  the  Statute  Book  an  ex- 
ceptional coercive  law,  but  it  is  also  true 
that  during  those  years  that  law  stood 
in  abeyance  and  during  that  period  the 
ordinary  law  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales  prevailed  in  Ireland.  I  remember 
very  well  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  proclamation  of  Ireland  under  the 
Crimes  Acts  was  revoked  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Montrose.  When  he  went  to  Ireland,  I 
think  probably  he  will  agree  with  me, 
Ireland  was  not  in  as  peaoenil  a  condition 
as  she  is  today.  When  he  went  to  Ire- 
land, a  Parge  proportion  of  the  country 
was  disturbed,  and  there  was  more 
ordinary  crime  and  more  agrarian  crime 
than  there  is  today.  I  well  remember, 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  Coercion 
Act,  the  solemn  warnings  that  were 
given  to  him  by  the  representatives  of 
certain  classes  in  Irdand.  I  well 
remember  how  he  was  warned  that 
the  result  of  his  action  would  be  that 
-crime  and  outrage  and  lawlessness  would 
^ring  up  all  over  the  country,  and  that 
neither  the  lives  nor  property  of  the 
landlords  or  their  friends  would  be  safe  in 
the  country.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man very  wisely  believed  in  the  great 
principle  which  he  went  to  Ireland  to 
-establish,  and  he  very  wisely  put  those 
-warnings  upon  one  side  and  re-affirmed 
the  right  of  the  Irish  people  to  live  under 
the  ordinary  law,  and  he  trusted  to  the 
-ordinary  law.  The  result  was  that  for 
^  period  of  years  afterwards  Ireland  Uved 
in  comparative  peace  under  the  ordinary 
law,  and  when  the  present  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  went  to  take  the 
reins  of  government  in  Ireland  in  his 
hands,  he  found  a  oountry  which  he 
.atated^himflelfj[at^the  commencement  of 


this  year  was  freer  from  agrarian  crime 
than  it  had  been  at  any  period  during 
the  past  century.  That  has  been  the 
condition  of  things  for  the  past  eight  or 
nine  years  in  Ireland,  but  now  the 
Government  have  come  to  a  very  serious 
and  grave  determination.  They  have 
entered  upon  an  entirely  new  policy  in 
Ireland.  They  have  put  upon  one  side 
all  hope  of  governing  Ireland  under  the 
same  law  that  prevails  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  ;  and  they  come 
down  to  this  House,  and  once  again 
they  make  the  confession  that  they  can 
only  govern  Ireland  by  suspending  in 
that  country  those  portions  of  the 
British  constitution  which  are  valued 
and  most  treasured  by  the  people  of 
this  country. 

It  is  not  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  simply  dabbling  in 
coercion — that  was  the  case  up  to  yester- 
day. Up  to  yesterday  he  was  trying 
his  hand  in  that  timid  and  tentative 
way  with  certain  portions  of  the  Coercion 
Act,  but  the  step  he  has  taken  now  is  a 
reversal  of  that  poUcy,  and  an  adoption 
to  the  full  of  that  quality  of  coercion 
which  has  been  the  cause  of  untold 
misery  in  the  past,  and  which  I  think  is 
the  greatest  blot,  from  England's  point 
of  view,  upon  the  history  of  the  last 
century.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  told  us  that  he  has  proclaimed  under 
certain  portions  of  the  Coercion  Act  nine 
counties  of  Ireland — Cavan,  Clare,  Cork, 
Leitrim.  Mayo,  Sligo,  Tipperary,  Water- 
ford,  and  Roscommon ;  and  in  addition  to 
that  he  has  proclaimed  the  two  important 
cities  of  Cork  and  Waterford.  He  has  in- 
cluded in  his  proclamation  nine  counties 
and  two  cities,  containing,  roughly 
speaking,  a  population  of  about  1,500,000 
people.  He  has  proclaimed  most  of  these 
counties — I  gather  from  what  he  said, 
for  he  has  not  read  the  list,  and 
perhaps  he  will  do  so  before  the  debate 
ends — he  has  proclaimed  most  of  these 
counties  under  the  second  section  of  the 
Coercion  Act.  That  second  section  pro- 
vides for  the  abolition  for  the  time  being 
all  over  the  district  of  the  right  of  triiu 
by  jury  in  a  certain  class  of  offence. 
The  classes  of  offence  for  which  trial  by 
jury  has  been  abolished  are  just  those 
very  classes  of  cases  in  which,  for  the 
protection  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
trial  by  jury   is  most  necessary.^  Any 
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one  acquainted  with  the  criminal  law  or 
with  the  administration  of  the  criminal 
law  knows   perfectly  well  that  in   the 
whole  of  the  criminal  law  there  is    no 
part  so  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  as  the  law  of   conspiracy.     The 
law   of  conspiracy  might   be  made   an 
engine  of  the    most  appalling  injustice 
and  tyranny  if  in  the  hands  of  a  tyran- 
nical    or     unscrupulous    Government. 
Under   the  law    of  conspiracy,    as  the 
House  well  knows,   men  are  arraigned 
and  held  responsible  not  merely  for  their 
own  acts  and  words  and  writings,  but 
for  the  words  and  acts  and  writings  of 
other  people  who  may  be  brought  into 
the  indictment  with  them,  but  for  whose 
words  or  acts  or  writings  they  in  reality 
are  not  morally  responsible  at  all.    There 
is  no  portion   of  the   criminal   law   so 
dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
as   this  law  of  conspiracy,  and   I  take 
leave  to  say  that  in  past  days,  as  every 
student  of  English  constitutional  history 
knows,     it   was   alone    the    constancy, 
the  fortitude,  and  the  courage  of  English 
jurors  which  in  the  past  saved  the  liberty 
of  the  subject  in   this  country.    There- 
fore, you  are  suspending,  over  this  popula- 
tion of  1,500,000  in  IrSand,  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  in  those  very  cases  whore 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  most  essential 
for  the  liberty  of  the  subject.     You  are 
suspending  it  also  in  case  of  conspiracy  for 
unlawful  assembly,  which,  as  the  House 
has  gathered  from  some  of  the  earlier 
debates  this  session  upon  the  subject  of 
Ireland,  is  also  a  class  of  offence  where, 
in  order  to  protect   the  right  of  indi* 
viduals  and  freedom  of  speech,  trial  by 
jury  ought  to  be  scrupulously  maintained. 
We  had  the  most  extraordinary  doctrines 
laid  down  upon  unlawful  assembly  in  the 
last  debate  in  this  House,  where  it  was 
actually  held  that  a  man  was  rightly 
convicted  who  came  to  a  meeting  which 
was  peaceful  and  at  which  meeting  he 
had    made  a    perfectly   legal    speech — 
such  a  man   was    held  to   be    rightly 
convicted  because  of  a  few  phrases  in 
the  speech  of  another  man  who  spoke 
after  him,  and  during  whose  speech  he 
may  not    have    been    present    at    all. 
That  is  the  second  class  of  offence— where 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  almost  the 
sole  bulwark  of  free  speech  and  of  the 
liberty    of    the    individual.    Over    this 
vast  population  of  1,500,000  people  you 
Mr,  John  Redmond, 


are  suspending  the  right  of  trial  by  jury 
in  that  class   of    case  also.      You  are 
suspending  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  in 
offences  of  intimidation  and  in  offences 
which  in  this  country,  if  they  arose  in 
connection  with  Trade  Union  disputes, 
could  only  be   tried   before  a  jury.      I 
hold     the     view    very    strongly  that 
the    tenantry  of   Ireland  in  this  land 
struggle  are  engaged  in  a  great  Trade 
Union   contest,    and    if    men    in    the 
course    of     that    contest    are    to     be 
tried   for  intimidation,  they  should   be 
tried    under    the    same    conditions    as 
Trade  Unionists  in  this  country  would 
be  tried    if    they  were    charged    with 
intimidation.     And,   finally,  under   this 
proclamation    trial     by     jury   will    be 
abolished  in  all  cases  of  what  is  called 
incitement  to  any  of  the  offences  that 
have  been  named.    I  say  it  would   be 
impossible  to  conceive  a  set  of  offences 
for  which  trial  by  jury  b  more  necessary, 
and  yet  you  have  with  one  scratch  of 
your    pen   abolished    it.       The    minor 
sections  of  the  Acts   which  have  been 
applied  to  these  districts  are  Sections  3 
and     4.       Section     3     enables   certain 
offences  to  be  tried    by  special  juries 
instead  of  ordinary  juries — that  is,    by 
selected  juries  of  men  drawn  from  a  class 
who  are  likely  to  be  prejudiced  against 
the  agrarian  offender.     Section  4   pro- 
vides for   a    change  of   venue.    I   can 
understand  some  case  being  made  out 
of   this  kind :    I   can    imagine  a    man 
charged  with   an  offence  in  connection 
with  the  land  movement  in  which  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  people  are  with  him  even  if 
he  may  have  outstepped  the  law.    In  all 
cases  of  that  kind  it  might  be  difficult  to 
get  a  fair  trial  in  the  man's  own  district. 
I  could  understand  in  such  a  case  cause 
having   been   shown  that  there  might 
be  some   power    necessary    to     change 
the  venue  from  one  district  to  another. 
But  as  I  recollect  the  words  of  Section  4, 
it  provides  that  this  change  of  venue  is 
not  to  rest  merely  with  the  Court  at  all« 
but  with  the  Attorney  General    Section 
4  provides  that  the  High  Court,  on  an 
application    by    or   on    behalf    of    the 
Attorney  General,  and  upon  his  certifioate 
that  he  believes  a  more  impartial  and 
fairer  trial  can  be  had,  that  the  Court 
shall  make  an  order  changing  the  venua 
The  Court  has  no  power  at  all  in  the 
matter.      It    is    not    the   case  of    the 
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Attorney  General  going  to  the  Court  and 
making  out  a  strong  case  that  the  trial 
ought  to  be  taken  to  another  district ; 
but  it  is  the  case  of  the  Attorney  General 
•electing  any  venue  he  likes,  and  the 
Court  la  obliged  to  accept  his  choice. 
I  will  put  an  extreme  case.  The 
Attorney  General,  under  the  operation  of 
this  section,  if  he  chose,  could  take  a 
prisoner  from  Cork  or  Kerry  and  give  a 
certificate  that  he  thought  a  fairer  trial 
would  be  had  in  Belfast;  and  thereupon, 
notwithstanding  that  the  Court  might 
hare  the  strongest  opinion  that  it  was 
a  monstrously  unfair  thing  to  send  the 
case  to  Belfast,  although  they  might  be 
of  this  opinion,  and  yet  agree  that  the 
venue  ought  to  be  chang^  from  Cork 
or  Kerry,  the  Court  would  have  no 
alternative  but  to  change  the  venue  from 
Cork  to  Belfast.  Vli  U J3 

I  think,  Sir,  that  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  the  magnitude  of  the 
step  the  Government  have  taken.  First 
of  all,  I  have  shown  its  magnitude,  with 
regard  to  the  area  of  the  country  affected 
and  to  the  large  population  affected,  and 
more  especially  its  magnitude,  by  reference 
to  the  extraordinary  powers  they  are  inves- 
ting in  their  own  servants  the  paidremov- 
able  resident  magistrates  of  the  country, 
who  are  in  future  to  be  allowed  to  try  these 
difficult  cases  under  the  criminal  law. 
It  is  a  strange  thing  that  these  outbreaks 
of  coercion  are  nearly  always  coincident 
with  some  event  of  special  interest  and 
importance  to  the  Empire.  It  is  a 
strange  thing  that  whenever  some  great 
event  arises  upon  which  the  eyes  of  the 
world  are  centred,  some  great  event 
when  English  statesmen  desire  to  show 
to  the  world  a  spectacle  of  loyalty,  of 
unity,  of  peace,  and  of  the  prosperity  of 
their  great  Empire,  that  these  are  the 
oceasions  upon  which  coercion  is 
invariably  revived  in  Ireland.  The 
House  perhaps  will  remember  that  this 
Coercion  Act  was  passed  in  the  Jubilee 

C%r  of  1887.  Ireland  was  then  invited, 
ving  received  this  gift  from  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  of  the  suspension  of 
the  constitution  to  take  part  with  the 
reat  of  the  Empire  in  an  exhibition  of 
goodwill  and  loyalty  and  contentment 
here  in  London.  In  the  Jubilee 
procession  which  took  place,  Ireland  was 
moat  appropriately  represented  by 
nobody  at  all  except    a    squad  of  the 


Royal  Irish  Constabulary.  Now,  Sir,  a 
new  reign  has  commenced — a  new 
monarch  has  come  to  the  throne.  The 
Empire  once  again,  and  everybody  in 
this  country,  is  insisting  that  an 
exhibition  should  be  made  in  the  streets 
of  London  of  the  unity,  the  loyalty,  the 
contentment,  and  the  goodwill  of  the 
sons  of  the  Empire.  From  every  part  of 
the  world  they  are  going  to  flock  into 
London— from  Canada  nud  from  Australia, 
and,  I  suppose,  even  from  the  Cape. 
I  do  not  know  whether  we  will  have 
any  representatives  from  the  new 
Colonies,  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange 
River  Colonies  as  they  are  called ;  but 
the  Sons  of  the  Empire  are  being  in- 
vited from  every  part  of  the  World  to 
come  and  make  a  great  pageant  in  the 
streets  of  London  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Coronation  of  King  Edward  VII.,  in 
order  to  show  to  the  nations  of  the 
civilised  world  how  strong  and  united 
the  Empire  is,  and  how  peaceful  and 
contented  and  loyal  are  the  subjects  of 
the  King.  And,  by  way  of  preparation, 
the  constitution  is  suspended  in  Ireland, 
and  once  again  those  Canadian  states- 
men who  come  from  their  contented 
home-rule  governed  Colony  of  Canada, 
and  the  Australian  statesmen  who  come 
here,  will  find  one  figure  absent  from 
your  pageant.  They  will  find  Ireland, 
whose  goodwill  is  of  more  value  to  this 
Empire  than  all  the  Colonies  put  to- 
gether, st  inding  apart  from  the  ceremony, 
sullen  and  disaffected,  and  they  wiU  see 
her  represented  once  again  in  your 
pageant  by  the  bayonets  and  the 
muskets  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary. 
It  is  a  strange  thing  that  these  out- 
breaks of  coercion  invariably  come  at 
periods  such  as  this.  Some  justification 
surely  is  needed  for  the  action  of  the 
Grovemment. 

Sir,  I  am  enabled  by  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  to  raise  this  ques 
tion  in  a  form  which  is  somewhat 
irregular,  and  certainly  is  not  a  re- 
cognised form,  and  ia  one  which  is  not 
popular  with  the  House.  We  ought  not 
to  be  put  to  such  expedients  at  all.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary or  the  Leader  of  the  House,  perhaps, 
ought  to  have  come  down  and  made  this 
announcement  to  the  House,  that  the 
constitution  was  about  to  be  sus- 
pended in  Ireland,   and    he    ought  at 
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once,      when     announcing    a    fact    of 
such     enormous    importance,    to   have 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  House  ample 
time  for  the  discussion  of  the  Question, 
and  he  ought  to  have  made  whatever 
justification  or  case  he  could  put  forward 
for  the  action  that  has  been  taken.    But 
no,  the  suspension  of  the  constitution  in 
Ireland  is  done  by  the  scratch  of  a  pen 
in   Dublin  last  night,  and  the  first  we 
hear  of  it  today  is  in  a  paragraph  in  the 
London  newspapers,  and  no  case  what- 
ever is  put  forward  by  the  Government, 
until  we  force  them   by  this  somewhat 
irregular  course,  for  the  serious  step  that 
they  have  taken.     I  say  it  is  a  monstrous 
thing  that  action  of  this  kind  should  be 
taken  without  i  he  fullest  explanation  by 
those  who  are  responsible  for  it.     Does 
it  come  to  this,  that  the  abolition   of 
trial  by  jury  in  a  district  populated  by 
a  million  and  a  half  of  people  in  Ireland, 
has  become  a  matter  of  course,  and  that 
it  can  be  carried  out  without  any  special 
explanation  or  discussion  in  this  House  7 

Now  I  ask  what  possible  case  have  the 
Government  to  make  1  I  am  at  a  dis- 
advantage because  I  am  speaking  before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  am 
trying  to  speculate  as  to  what  possible 
case  he  can  put  forward.  Admittedly 
Ireland  is  freer  from  ordinary  crime, 
according  to  population,  than  either 
England,  Scotland,  or  Wales.  That  is 
an  uncontrovertible  statement.  The  last 
time  I  spoke  on  the  subject  1  gave 
figures  shewing  that,  according  to  popu- 
lation, Ireland  was  far  freer  of  ordinary 
crime  than  England,  Scotland,  or  Wales. 
Ireland  is  also  free  from  Agrarian  crime. 
It  was  only  the  other  day  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  told  us  so.  He  gave  an 
elaborate  set  of  figures,  extending  over 
a  period,  I  think,  of  between  two  and 
three  years,  and  he  compared  those 
figures  with  previous  periods  in  the 
immediate  past.  He  showed  that  Ireland 
was  freer  of  agrarian  crime  than  she  ever 
had  been,  and  in  agrarian  crime  I  am 
not  confining  myself.  Hon.  Members 
must  not  be  misled  by  malicious  state- 
ments in  a  portion  of  the  EngUsh  Press 
on  this  question.  When  I  speak  of 
agrarian  crime,  I  am  not  excluding 
boycotting  at  all  if  you  like  to  include  it. 
I  believe  there  is  a  certain  class  of  boy 
oottjng  which  is  criminal  and  ought  to 
be  put  down.     I  think  that  is  the  case 
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in  this  country  as  well  as  in  Ireland,  but 
I  believe  at  the  same  time  that  there  is  a 
class  of  boycotting,  called  in  this  country 
exclusive  dealing,  which  is  perfectly  legal 
and  perfectly  justifiable.     But  I  do  not 
go  into  distinctions  for  the  purpose  of 
the  present  argument  at  all.    Let  me  go 
the  full  lengths  of  concession  in  order  to 
make  my  argument.    The  Chief  Secre- 
tary,   when   he  talks   of    boycotting,    I 
presume,  includes  all  classes  of  boycotting* 
and  what  did  he  say  only  the  other  day  t 
He  told  us  that  in  the  v  hole  of  Ireland 
there  were  only  211   persons  who  were 
boycotted  at  all,  and  by  using  the  word 
persons  he  included  all  the  individuals  in 
families,  so  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
boycotting   is    very    much   less — about 
one-fifth — and  of  those  211  persons  he 
said  there  were  only  twenty-seven  that 
could   in  any  degree  be  attributed  to 
what  was  called  the  popular  organisation 
in    Ireland.    He   was    on   his  defence, 
because    we    were    attacking  him    for 
having  dabbled  in  coercion,  and  under 
these  circumstances   there  is  no  doubt 
that  he  would  have  made  the  best  case 
he  could,  and  would  have  given  to  the 
House    every    case    of    boycotting    or 
agrarian    crime    he  could    find   in   hit 
I^turns.     He  had   to  make   that  con- 
fession.   I  ask  him — What  has  happened 
since  then  1    I  think  it  will  be  found 
that   when   the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
speaks  he  oannot  materially  increase  the 
numbers  he  then  gave,  and,  if  that  be  so, 
is  it  not  perfectly   monstrous,  if  there 
are     only      twenty-seven      persons     in 
the   whole   of   Ireland  who  have  been 
thus,  according  to  him,  wrongfully  boy- 
cotted   by     the    popular    organisation, 
that    he   should    put   this  tremendous 
engine    of    repression     into    operation 
over    a    population    of    1,500,000,   and 
scattered  over  nine   counties  and   two 
cities  1    There   is  a   most  unscrupulous 
campaign  on  foot  in  England.     I  confess 
I    do  not  know,  for  it  is  very  hard  to 
know,  how  to  account  for  the  existence 
of  this  campaign,  but  it  is  an  infamous 
thing.    I  put  it  to  hon.  Gentlemen  even 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  is  it  not 
an    ignoble     and    infamous   thing    for 
men,  no  matter  what  their  station  in 
life,  to  enter  into  concerted  action  for 
the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  create 
the   idea    in   England    that   Ireland  ii 
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coyered  with  crime,  outrage,  and  distur- 
bance 1  For  what  purpose  I  know  not, 
except  that  it  is  in  pursuance  of  the 
insane  policy  they  have  pursued  in  the 
past— the  insane  policy  of  thinking  that, 
by  repressing  the  people  and  persecuting 
them  in  some  way  or  other,  they  will  be 
protecting  their  own  personal  class 
interests  and  property.  I  am  sorry  that 
a  portion  of  the  Press  of  this  country  has 
taken  part  in  this  conspiracy.  Not  all, 
for  some  even  of  the  Conservative  news- 
papers in  London  have  been  writing  very 
tairly  on  the  question,  but  there  are  cer- 
tain papers  which  day  by  day  have  been 
publishing  the  most  atrocious  falsehoods 
with  reference  to  the  condition  of  Ireland. 
Every  second  evening  1  have  read  head- 
ings in  some  London  papers,  **  Reign  of 
Terror  in  Ireland,''  "  The  State  of  Out- 
rage and  Crime  in  Ireland,**  and  only  the 
other  day  I  saw  a  full-page  illustration 
in  one  of  the  most  important  weekly 
illustrated  papers  of  London  of  a  most 
disgraceful  character.  It  was  a  picture 
in  the  background  of  which  there  were 
smoking  cottages ;  in  the  front  there  were 
a  couple  of  masked  moonlighters  with 
guns  m  their  hands,  beating  women  and 
children,  who  were  kneeling  at  their  feet. 
Well  now,  is  it  not  awful,  is  it  not 
Absolutely  appalling,  that  the  enor- 
mous power  at  the  disposal  of  great 
newspapers  like  that  should  be 
used  in  such  an  ignoble  and  criminal 
manner  in  endeavouring  to  raise  the 
idea  that  there  is  violence  and  outrage 
^ing  on  in  Ireland  %  Why,  Sir,  there 
is  not  either  violence  or  outrage.  Thank 
God,  moonlight  outrages  are  unknown 
in  Ireland.  Thank  God,  there  are  no 
outrages  or  violence,  no  murders,  or 
woundings,  or  firings,  or  anything  of 
the  kind.  So  far  as  the  surface  is  con- 
cerned, at  any  rate,  there  is  absolute 
tranquillity  and  peace,  and  all  those 
statements  are  infamous  calumnies,  and 
I  cannot  conceive  how  responsible 
En^ishmen  can  lend  themselves  to  this 
miserable  and  contemptible  effort  to 
•drag  poor  Ireland  once  more  into  dis- 
repute before  the  world,  as  if  it  were  a 
-crime-stained  and  blood-stained  country. 

I  have  spoken  about  strange  coin- 
•ddences.  It  is  a  strange  coincidence 
that  this  recrudescence  of  coercion  should 
be  at  the  moment  of  the  Coronation 
oelebration.        But     there    is    another 


strange  coincidence.  It  comes  just  at 
the  moment  in  Ireland  when  we  are 
entering  on  the  Local  Government 
electiona  In  a  few  days  time  the  Irish 
people  will  have  a  free  opportunity  in 
the  ballot  boxes  all  over  the  country  of 
giving  their  answer  to  the  Government. 
The  first  term  of  three  years  has  elapsed, 
and  the  County  Council  elections  are 
going  to  take  place  all  over  the  country ; 
and  in  my  juogment,  although  I  have 
gone  to  considerable  lengths — I  have 
even  gone  much  further,  for  example, 
than  some  of  my  hon.  friends  who  sit 
near  me — further  than  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo — in  the  past,  in  telhng  the 
Irish  people  that  in  these  elections  they 
ought  to  elect  men  differing  from  them 
in  creed  and  politics,  in  order  to  show  an 
example  of  toleration,  I  say  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  now  that  I  believe  the  one 
answer  we  can  effectively  give  to  this  coer- 
cion regime  he  is  now  inaugurating,  is  to 
tell  the  people  of  Ireland  in  these  elections 
to  elect  no  man  who  is  not  prepared  to 
defy  this  Coercion  Act,  and  trample  it 
under  foot.  We  will  see,  then,  what  will 
be  the  outcome  of  the  policy.  Will  you 
invade  the  County  Council  rooms  and 
the  District  Council  rooms  and  proclaim 
them  as  illegal  associations  ?  Perhaps 
you  may,  and  I  have  always  held  the 
view  that  it  might  be  a  good  thing  if 
you  did  abolish  the  empty  forms  of 
constitutional  government,  and  let  the 
world  see  what  your  rule  is  in  Ireland — 
that  is,  that  it  is  rule  based  on  naked 
force  and  nothing  else.  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  adopt- 
ing this  new  policy  quite  realised  that  ne 
was  doing  it  on  the  eve  of  these  elections. 
I  say  that  the  first  answer  he  will  get 
will  be  the  answer  in  the  ballot  boxes, 
and  I  hope  that  all  over  Ireland  men 
will  be  elected  upon  this  cry — Are  you 
prepared  to  defy  the  Coercion  Act  or  are 
you  not  1 

Now,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
may  still  believe  that  he  will  be  able  to 
dabble  in  coercion.  He  may  say  to  him- 
self that  having  proclaimed  nine  counties 
and  two  cities,  he  does  not  intend  to  put 
that  proclamation  very  vigorously  in 
force,  and  that  the  proclamation  was 
really  only  a  sop  to  those  people  who 
have  been  pressing  him  forward  on  this 
road  of  coercion.  But  I  warn  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — and  I  and  my  friends 
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who  sit  near  me  have  had  long  enough 
experience  of  public  life  in  Ireland,  and 
of  Coercion  Acts  in  that  country,  to 
justify  us  in  viewing  our  warnings  as 
true — I  warn  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  cannot  stop,  and  that  he  will 
have  to  go  on.  He  has  now  allowed  | 
himself  to  be  pushed  on  to  this  path  by  | 
the  little  coterie  I  alluded  to  a  few  1 
moments  ago,  and  it  will  be  in  vain  to  | 
attempt  to  arrest  his  progress  downward. 
H«  will  go  on,  and  I  am  afraid  we  must 
make  up  our  minds  in  Ireland  that  we 
will  have  a  period  of  trouble,  suffering, 
and  sacrifice  before  us.  The  Irish  people 
have  faced  that  before,  and  most  of  us 
who  sit  on  these  Benches  have  faced  it 
and  suffered  from  it  before.  We  are 
prepared  if  necessary  to  face  it  again. 
Now  we  know  what  it  means.  There  is 
nothing  new  in  the  history  of  Ireland 
under  English  rule.  We  are  traveUing 
round  and  round  in  the  same  old  circle 
of  coercion — first,  timid  and  tentative ; 
then  a  little  more  bold ;  then  going  on, 
the  appetite  increasing  by  what  it  feeds 
on,  coercion  bolder  and  bolder,  more 
naked  and  unashamed;  then  imprison- 
ment of  every  man  of  responsibility  in 
the  country;  every  man  who  has 
power  to  influence  and  restrain 
his  fellow-coutrymen,  then  outrage 
and  crime,  when  we  are  in  prison, , 
with  our  mouths  closed  and  our  i 
hands  manacled,  walking  round  the 
prison  yard  with  your  common  pick- ' 
pockets  ;  then,  after  a  period  of  suffering 
and  crime,  redress  of  the  grievances  we  | 
have  been  suffering.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
system  under  which  Ireland  is  governed 
has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  We  in  Ireland  are  governed  by  a 
minority,  but  with  a  minority  who  have 
the  Government  behind  them  in  Ireland 
at  the  present  moment.  The  elected 
representatives  of  the  people  are  opposed 
to  them.  The  elected  public  bodies  in 
Ireland  are  opposed  to  them.  The  clergy 
— at  least,  that  portion  of  the  clergy 
that  represent  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  people — are  opposed 
to  them. 

In  undertaking  this  step  I  am  not 
sure  that  the  Cabinet  had  the  com- 
plete and  united  approval  of  all  the 
Members  of  the  Irish  Government.  Of 
course,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief     Secretary     will     have   sufficient 

Mr,  John  Bedmond, 


chivalry,  I  am  sure,  to  take  full  respon- 
sibility for  not  only  this  step,  but  for  all 
the  disasters  that  will  follow  from  it,  but,, 
unless  I  am  very  much  mistaken,  he  and 
others  in  Ireland  have  been  anxious  to  go 
slowly  and  to  pospone  this  plunge  into 
coercion,  and  this  has  been  forced  upon 
him  by  the  persistent  pressure  of  the  most 
contemptible  and  miserable  minority 
that  ever  brought  ruin  and  disgrace 
upon  a  country.  Sir,  the  men 
who  are  responsible  for  this  poUcy 
are  well  known ;  they  are  a  small  clique. 
In  point  of  numbers  they  amount  to 
nothing,  they  have  no  influence  in 
Ireland,  they  are  the  lineal  decendanta 
of  the  intolerant,  bigotted,  and  un- 
scrupulous clique  who  drove  Lord  Fit«- 
william  out  of  Ireland  in  1795,  and  they 
are  responsible  for  every  misfortune 
which  has  ever  overtaken  Ireland  in  the 
century  passed.  They  are  men  animated 
by  the  meanest  and  most  contemptible 
motives  that  could  animate  human 
licings.  They  are  animated  by  considera- 
tions of  what  they  think — very  foolishly 
in  my  opinion — are  the  interests  of  their 
own  particular  class,  and  what  they 
think  is  the  protection  of  their  own 
particular  class,  and  what  they  think  i& 
the  protection  of  their  own  particular 
property,  and  by  a  motive  still  more 
ignoble  and  contemptible,  by  the  bigotted 
spirit  of  irreligious  rancour  and  sectarian 
intolerance,  which  has  made  a  certain 
portion  of  Ireland  with  which  they  are 
associated  a  bye-word  before  the  whole 
world.  That  is  the  way  we  are  governed 
in  Ireland.  Not  merely  are  we  governed 
by  a  minority,  we  are  governed  by  the 
most  contemptible  and  worthless  minority, 
who  in  the  past  history  of  our  country 
never  did  anything  for  her  good,  but 
everything    for     mischief    and    wrong. 

Sir,  I  deplore  most  earnestly  the 
new  policy  of  the  Chief  Secretary. 
I  deplore  it  because,  however  determined 
we  may  be  to  face  what  is  before  us  in 
the  political  future  of  Ireland,  none  of 
us  can  look  forward  without  a  feeling 
something  akin  to  horror  to  the 
consequence  that,  judging  by  the 
past,  must  inevitably  follow  from  this 
policy  of  coercion  if  adopted.  If 
I  could  I  would  do  almost  anything 
in  mv  power  to  induce  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  Government  to  give 
up  this  policy,  in  order  that  I  might  save 
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the  judges  of  Ireland  from  a  period  of 
disturbance  and  misery,  and,  I  fear,  of 
crime.  But,  Sir,  I  know  my  words  have 
no  weight.  I  know  well  that  people 
elected  to  County  Councils  or  to  Parua- 
ment — men  who  represent  the  people- 
have  no  influence  with  the  Government. 


not  been  based  on  political  considera- 
tions; and  I  would,  ii  I  can  succeed  in 
so  doing,  allure  the  House  back  from  the 
impassioned  invective  with  which  he 
concluded  his  speech  to  those  earlier 
portions  in  which  he  demanded,  as  he 
was  entitled  to  demand,  an  explanation 


The  Oovemment  are  being  driven  by  i  from  the  Irish  Government  of  the  ground 
men  who  are  in  no  sense  responsible  to  |  for  the  action  which  they  have  taken* 
the  people.  I  say  that,  while  I  de- ;  But,  Sir,  do  the  periods  of  the  hon. 
plore  the  poUcy  of  the  Government,  and  Member,  however  eloquent,  however 
would  make  almost  any  earthly  sacrifice  i  impassioned,  assist  the  cause  he  has  at 
in  order  to  save  the  people  from  what  [  heart,  or  any  other  useful  purpose  in 
I  see  is  overtaking  them,  I  will  not  be  i  Ireland  ?  When  I  listened  to  him  in 
such  a  hypocrite  as  to  pretend  that  the  '  that  mood  I  can  only  feel  that  it  is  true 
action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  extremes  meet,  for  I  find  him  pro- 
from  a  poUtical  point  of  view,  is  phesying  and  recommending  the  very 
an  unmixed  evil.  I  have  more  than  *  courses  which  were  recommended  by 
once  Said  that  the  one  thing  wanted  the  most  extreme  organs  of  op  nion 
in  the  body  politic  to  make  our  struggle  i  opposed  to  hioL  It  is  he  who  says  it 
against  English  rule  strong  and  power- ;  will  be  a  good  thing  to  abolish  all  forms 
ful  was  this  little  touch  of  the  salt  of ,  of  constitutional  government  in  Ireland, 
coercion.  I  am  convinced  that  the  1 1  do  not  believe  that  anybody  on  the 
result  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  '  opposite  side  has  put  forward  so  ex- 
action will  be  to  strengthen  our  move-  j  travagant  an  idea.  It  is  he  who  says, 
ment.  I  can  promise  him  that  for  **  We  are  travelling  on  the  same  old  weary 
every  branch  of  the  United  Irish  League  round."  Yes,  we  have  had  agitation 
he  tries  to  suppress  two  will  spring  up  in  |  launched  again  in  Ireland.  I  can  almost 
its  place.  I  promise  him  that  for  every  ,  follow  every  phrase  of  his  speech  and 
man  sent  to  prison  in  the  discharge  of  apply  it  to  the  Party  for  which  he  is 
his  public  duty  in  this  movement  there  |  responsible  as  he  has  appUed  those  phrases 
will  be  a  dozen  willing  to  take  his  place,  to  the  Government.  Agitation,  at  first 
And  our  answer  to  him  to-night  is  that  tentative,  partial ;  at  first  discoun- 
while  we  would  entreat  of  him  with  all   tenanced   by    many    men,    honourable 


Nationalists,     and   discountenanced    by 
himself 


the  earnestness  at  our  command,  if  we 

thought  it  would  be  of  any  avail,  even 

DOW  to  change  his  policy  and  halt  upon 

this  road,  at  the  same  time  we  tell  him       Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  never  dis- 

that  if  he  goes  on  we  will  meet  him  face  *  countenanced  agitation;   I  have  alwajs 

to  face  and  give  him  blow  for  blow,  and  ,  beUeved  that  that  was  the  only  way  to 

our  answer  to  his  coercion  will  be  to  i  get  anything  from  this  House. 

strengthen  our  organisation  and  harden  i 

our  hearts,  and  make  our  movement  so  ,     j^j^^      WYNDHAM :      An     agrarian 

powerful  in  the   immediate   future  that  |  agitation,  the  importonce  of  which,  the 

his  coercion  will  be  »hort-Uved,  and  that ,  immediate  necessity  for  which,    many 

the  day  will  come  all  the  more  speedily   prominent     Irish     Members     discoun- 

for  redress  and  right  doing.  -      _ 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 
— {Mr,  John  Redmond,) 


(7.40.)  The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 


tenanced  in  1897  and  1898.  But  such 
an  agitation  is  launched,  it  grows  in 
volume,  it  passes  beyond  the  control  of 
many  of  those  who  first  brought  it  into 
being;  and  finally  we  are  travelling  "  the 
same  old  weary  round."    People  s  lives 


IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  The  '  are  made  miserable  in  Ireland.  We  then 
hon.  Member  concluded  his  speech,  elo-  i  know  it  is  our  duty  to  protect  theuL 
quent  as  his  speeches  always  are,  with  '  We  wait  on  in  the  hope  that  these 
prophecies  based  on  political  considera- '  courses  will  be  abandoned  soon  by  those 
tion.  The  action  of  the  Irish  Govern- !  who  have  taken  them  up,  and  when  at 
ment,  which  I  am  here  to  defend,  has  last  the  time  comes  to  give  up  such  hope^ 
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we  look,  not  for  political  reasons,  but 
because  it  is  our  duty,  for  the  powers  to 
uphold  the  law. 

The  hon.  Member  began  his  speech 
this  evening  by  saying  that  the  action 
•taken  by  the  Irish  Government  is  grave. 
I  agree.  I  do  not  for  one  moment 
minimise  the  gravity  of  the  step  taken 
yesterday.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  grave 
matter  to  substitute  summary  juris- 
diction for  trial  by  jury  in  any  part 
-of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  re- 
spect of  any  cases  tried.  But  the  evils 
which  that  course  has  been  taken 
to  diminish,  and,  we  hope,  remove 
Are  also  grave.  We  are  acting  on  in- 
formation which  has  been  exhaustively 
collected  and  carefully  examined.  I  say 
'exhaustively  collected,  because,  although 
I  have  not  been  and  cannot  be  criticised 
on  this  score  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  as 
the  Government  has  been  criticised  by 
-others,  for  not  knowing  what  has  been 
going  on  in  Ireland,  it  has  been  our  duty 
to  make  an  exhaustive  examination  of 
all  the  facts  which  have  been  alleged. 
Those  facts  have  been  carefully  examined. 
We  are  taking  this  course  because  boy- 
•cotting  has  increased  in  Ireland.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  stated,  as  he 
was  well  entitled  to  state,  that  not  so 
long  ago  I  declared  that  Ireland  was 
•comparatively  free  from  agrarian  crime 
against  the  person  or  against  property. 
I  did  state  that,  and  I  made  a  perfectly 
accurate  statement.  But  I  also  stated 
on  the  same  evening,  in  reply,  I  think, 
to  an  interruption  coming  from  this  side 
of  the  House,  that  I  had  never  made 
light  of  the  crime  of  boycotting  and 
never  would  make  light  of  it.  And  I 
would  ask  the  House  to  recollect  that 
when  speaking  first  on  this  subject  in 
June  last  in  this  House  I  laid  it  down 
that  if  there  were  but  one  person  boy- 
<x>tted  in  Ireland  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  protect  that  one 
person  with  any  measures  which  they 
thought  proper  to  effect  that  object. 
That  declaration  of  policy  elicited,  I 
think,  unanimous  support  bom  my  hon. 
friends;  but  I  added  a  rider.  At  that 
time  I  said  that  the  question  of  the  area 
over  which  boycotting  prevailed  and  the 
^neral  condition  of  the  country  must 
affect  the  policy  of  the  Grovemment 
when  the  Government  had  to  consider 
the  specific  methods  it  would  adopt  for 

Mr.  IVyndham, 


dealing  with  this  admitted  evil,  and  at 
that  time  there  was  not  so  much  boy- 
cotting in  Ireland  as  there  is  now.  We 
did  adopt  certain  steps.  In  the  first 
place,  we  put  extra  police  into  the  dis- 
turbed areas  in  which  persons  were  ex- 
posed to  this  form  of  oppression ;  and  in 
the  second  {Jace,  we  prevented  by  an 
exhibition  of  force  the  holding  of  meet- 
ings intended  to  foster  this  form  of 
oppression.  Those  measures  were  for 
a  time  successful ;  but,  as  I  said  to  the 
House  in  the  debate  on  the  Address,  in 
the  very  speech  to  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  has  alluded,  two  new 
features  appeared  in  the  welter  of  Irish 
agrarian  agitation  during  the  autumn — 
in  the  first  place,  the  action  on  what  has 
been  called  the  associated  estates,  which 
was  akin  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign ;  and 
in  the  second  place,  the  prevalence 
during  the  autumn  months  of  organised 
open  denunciation  of  individuals.  We 
took  another  step.  Under  those  parts  of 
Section  2  of  the  Crimes  Act  which  can 
be  used  without  proclamation  we  in- 
dicted persons  who  had  been  guilty  in 
our  opinion  of  unlawful  assembly,  and 
we  proceeded  altogether,  I  think,  against 
some  fifty-four  persons.  On  March 
13th  I  defended  in  this  House  that  action, 
which  was,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  stated,  our  first  recourse  to 
that  which  is  called  coercion ;  but 
I  added  that  it  would  be  my  duty 
to  explain  and  defend  from  month  to 
month  any  course  which  the  Govern- 
ment might  find  it  necessary  to  take  in 
order  to  protect  the  liberties  of  our 
fellow-subjects  in  Ireland.  Let  me  do 
so,  and  state  the  facts  as  they  are.  I 
shall  exaggerate  nothing.  I  shall  ex- 
tenuate nothing. 

I  admit  that  the  comparative  absence 
of  crime  against  the  person  and 
of  crime  against  property  in  Ireland 
is  still  maintained.  I  state  J^hat  there  is 
no  widespread  repudiation  of  contract 
such  as  we  knew  in  the  years  1879  and 
1880,  andagainin  1887,  1888,  and  1889. 
I  state  that  during  the  last  few  months, 
owing  to  steps  already  taken  by  the 
Executive,  as  1  believe,  there  has  been  a 
marked  decrease  in  open  denunciation  of 
individuals  by  unlawful  assemUies.  I 
state  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  less 
marked  and  only  recent,  and  following 
upon  an  increase  which  gave  cause  for 
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great  anxiety — a  less  marked  decrease  in       *Mr.  SPEAKER :    The  hon.  Member 
the  publication  by  newspapers  of  matter  '  has  no  right  to  persist  if  the  right  hon« 
intended  to  intimidate,  being,  or  purport-   Gentleman  does  not  give  way. 
ing   to  be,  resolutions  passed  by  secret  ^ 

conclaves.  But  that  remains  a  subject  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  refuse  to 
for  srave  anxiety.  In  many  newspapers  .  rive  way  out  of  any  feeling  of  disrespect 
in  Ireland  today  matter  is  published  for  the  hon.  Member,  but  a  very  impor- 
designedly,  as  I  hold,  to  bring  fear  into  tant  impeachment  has  been  preferred  by 
men's  lives.  I  have  exaggerated  nothing,  the  Leader  of  the  Nationalist  Party,  and 
Now  let  me  extenuate  nothing.  It  is  1 1  am  endeavouring  to  deal  with  it,  and 
true  on  the  other  side  that  far  from  it  would  destroy  the  efficacy  of  the  de- 
there  being  a  decrease  there  has  been  a  i  bate  in  which  we  are  all  interested  if  I 
steady  and  persistent  increase  in  boy- '  were  to  be  continually  interrupted.  Well, 
cotting.  The  hon.  Member  stated  that  the  number  of  persons  totally  boycotted 
when  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Montrose  |  in  Ireland  now,  as  ever,  is  not  large.  It 
Burghs  came  into  the  office  of  Chief  is  some  seven  or  eight.  Yes,  Sir,  but  let 
Secretary  there  was  more  agrariai^  crime  the  House  realise  what  being  totally  boy- 
than  at  the  present  moment.  Yes,  that  cotted  means.  I  have  not  the  figure 
is  true.  But  how  much  lees  boycotting  ?  with  me,  and  therefore,  to  be  on  the  safe 
In  the  year  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- '  side,  I  will  say  that  there  are  not  more 
man  became  Chief  Secretary,  in  1892,  than  perhaps  five  families  who  are  abso- 
there  wero  but  three  ca<es  of  boycotting  lutely  unable  to  get  the  necessaries  of  life 
in  Ireland.  When  he  left  office  in  1895  in  their  own  neighbourhood.  But  the 
there  were  but  eight  case&  I  pass  to  question  asked  of  me  I  understood  to  be 
1897.  In  1897  there  were  ten  cases,  in  — Am  I  speaking  from  figures  gathered 
1898  twelve  cases,  in  1899  nineteen  cases,  on  the  same  standard  ?  I  am. 
and  in  1900  thirty-three  cases.     In  June  I 

last  year,  when  I  spoke,  there  had  been       Mr.  DILLON  :  That  is  to  say,  we  may 
an  apparent  decrease  in  this  offence,  and   take  it  that  seven  or  eight  people  in  Ire- 
there  were  twenty-five  caj»es.     For  that    land  are  totally  boycotted, 
very  reason  I  advised  the  House  at  that 

moment  not  to  take  the  steps  which  I  vjj^  WYNDHAM :  The  number  of 
now  advise  them  to  take.  But  that  dip  persons  totally  boycotted  m  Ireland  is 
was  not  maintained.  During  the  month  ^^^  ^^^  \d^TgQ,  and  never  was  large  in 
in  which  I  spoke— June  last— there  were  ^^le  worst  time— the  number  of  people 
thirty-three  cases  of  boycotting.  In  ^j^^  ^ere  unable  to  get  food  unless  it 
January  last  there  were  thirty-seven,  in  ^^g  «iyen  them  by  the  police.  But  the 
February  there  were  forty-two,  mcludmg,  number  of  persons  who  have  difficulty  in 
I  think,  265  persons,  and  in  March  last—  getting  the  necessaries  of  life,  who  suffer 
and  these  are  the  last  figures  I  have—  material  loss,  and  live  in  an  atmosphere 
there  were  fifty-one  cases,  mvolving  301  ^f  threat— that  is  the  number  of  persons 
persons.  ^e  have  to  consider.  The  number  of  such 

cases  is  fifty-one,  involving  301  persons. 

Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Are  these  Those  figures  are  based  upon  the  standard 
to  be  described  as  totally  or  partially  ^hjch  has  uniformly  been  applied 
boycotted  persons  1  throughout  the  whole  of  these  statistics. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM:    They   are   what    "I  am  ask^  how  many  cases  there  are 

used  to   be  described  as  persons  totally  If  ^^^""^  ^^  P^'^^  J*^^«^  "^f  \'Vu'^ 

and  partially  boycotted.  ^  happiness  are  in  any  degree  affected  by 

*^        •       '  such  measures  of  oppression,  1  should 

Mb.  DILLON :   Will   the    right   hon.  have  to  say  there  was  something  nearer 

Gentleman  kindly  let  us  know  how  many  318  cases  of    boycotting,    involving,    I 

were  totally  and  how  many  were  partially  suppose,  some   1,500   to  1,900  persons, 

boycotted  1  But   I  am   not  urging   that   except  as 

a  I     additional    argument.      I     confine 

Mb.     O'SHAUGHNESSY    (Limerick,  myself    to    the    facts     collected    on     a 

W.)  rose  ;  but  Mr.  WyndhaM  declined,  to  standard  with  which  the  House  has  been 

give  way.  familiar  for  years ;  and  I  say  not  so  much 
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the  number,  though  that  is  grave,  but 
the  steady  and  persistent  increase  through 
these  months  of  this  evil,  so  insidious, 
threatening  so  surely  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  is  a  reason  to  justify  the 
action  which  the  Government  has  taken. 
What  have  we  done  ?  Under  the  part  of 
Section  2  of  the  Crimes  Act,  which  we 
recently  employed,  we  proceeded  against 
persons  who  produced  these  evil  results 
by  openly  denouncing  individuals  in 
Ireland.  Well,  we  have  taken  powers  to 
employ  the  remaining  provisions  of  the 
section.  Persons  who  have  been  guilty 
of  open  denunciation  have  been  punished. 
Persons  who  produce  the  same  results, 
either  by  isolated  action  on  their  part  or 
by  secret  association,  will  now,  under 
the  remaining  provisions  of  section  2,  be 
punished.  The  hon.  Member  asked  me 
for  the  districts  in  which  the  Section  is 
in  operation.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  hon.  Member  wishes  me  to  read  them 
now. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  think  we 
ought  to  have  them. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  They  are  the  rural 
<iistricts  of  Enniskillen  (No.  2)  in  County 
Cavan;  the  rural  districts  of  Corofin, 
Ennistymon,  Kilrush,  Kildysart,  Ennis, 
and  Tulla,  and  the  urban  districts  of 
Kilrush  and  Ennis,  in  County  Clare ;  the 
rural  districts  of  Millstreet,  Mitchelstown 
(No.  1),  Fermoy,  Midleton,  and  Youghal 
(No.  1),  and  the  urban  districts  of 
Fermoy,  Midleton,  and  Youghal,  in 
County  Cork;  the  rural  districts  of 
Manorhamilton  and  Ballyshannan  (No. 
3),  in  County  Leitrim ;  the  rural  districts 
of  Swinford,  Claremorris,  and  Ballinrobe, 
in  County  Mayo  ;  the  rural  district  of 
Castlerea,  in  County  Roscommon  ;  the 
urban  districts  of  Sligo  and  rural  districts 
of  Sligo,  Dromore  West,  Tubbercurry, 
and  Boyle  (No.  2),  in  County  Sligo ;  the 
rural  districts  of  Roscrea  (No.  1)  and 
Thurles,  and  the  urban  districts  of 
Templemore  and  Thurles,  in  County 
Tipperary ;  the  rural  districts  of  Lismore 
and  Youghal  (No.  2),  in  County  Water- 
■ford,  and  in  the  city  of  Waterford,  and 
the  city  of  Cork.  That  is  information 
ior  which  the  hon.  Member  is  entitled  to 
ask. 

Now,  I  do  not  disguise  from  the  House 
tthat  this  section  is  a  drastic  section.      I 
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never  attempted  to  disguise  that.  Boy- 
cotting, intimidation,  criminal  conspiracy, 
can  be  tried  under  that  section  without 
a  jury.  But  I  may  be  asked  why  we  have 
als  employed  Sections  3  and  4  of  the 
Crimes  Act,  and  v  hy  we  have  applied 
them  to  whole  counties  and  not  only  to 
the  districts  which  we  consider  to  be  in 
an  acute  state  of  disturbance.  Sir,  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  has  himself 
admitted,  those  provisions  are  of  a  far 
less  drastic  character  than  the  provisions 
of  Section  2.  They  can  now  be  employed 
in  civil  suits.  But  we  have  appUed  them 
to  whole  counties  because  they  must 
be  applied  to  whole  coimties.  We  could 
not  apply  them  to  parts  proclaimed 
under  Section  2  unless  we  also  applied 
them  to  whole  counties.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  said  that 
it  rested  entirely  with  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  secure  a  change  of 
venue,  and  that  his  discretion  was 
unlimited.  That  is  not  so.  Under  the 
Act  the  defendant  may  appeal  against 
the  action  of  the  Attorney  General,  the 
Court  may  vary  or  discharge  that  action, 
and  if  it  does  so,  it  may  give  costs  to 
the   defendant. 

I  have  indicated  the  reasons  which  have 
prompted  the  action  we  have  taken,  but  I 
feel  also  that  the  action  or  the  inaction 
of  the  Irish  Government  would  be  open 
to  misconstruction  if  I  did  not  explain 
why  we  employ  these  particular  sections, 
and  not  Sections  6  and  7  of  the  Crimes 
Act,  which  enable  the  Government  to 
declare  any  association  illegal  In  the 
first  place,  we  feel  that  there  is  a  very 
great  and  marked  distinction  between 
the  trying  of  persons  believed  by  us  to 
be  guilty  of  crimes — though,  of  course, 
they  are  held  to  be  innocent  until  they 
are  convicted — and  the  proclamation  of 
an  association,  thus  makmg  an  enormous 
number  of  persons  potential  criminals, 
and  then  taking  proceedings  against 
them.  If  hon.  Members  agree  with  the 
Government  in  thinking  tlmt  there  was 
such  a  distinction  to  be  drawn,  they  will 
also  hold  that  the  Government  is  acting 
rightly  in  proceeding  gradually  by  steps 
rather  than  having  recourse  at  once  to 
what  may  be  called  the  last  resources  of 
civiUsation  when  the  condition  of  Ireland 
at  present  does  not  justify  such  action 
in  our  opinion.  So  much  is  said  and 
written  in  this  country  about  the  United 
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Irish  League  that  I  feel  bound  to  state 
to  the  House  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment  in  regard  to  it.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  made  a 
violent  attack  upon  a  section  of  the 
Press  in  this  country,  and  attributed  the 
worst  motive <(  to  those  who  write  in 
these  newspapers  about  Ireland.  I  do 
not  think  he  is  justified  in  imputing 
8uch  motives.  I  believe  these  statements 
about  Irdand  are  published  in  good 
faith ;  that  those  who  publish  them  are 
actuated  by  real  concern  for  persons 
whom  they  believe  to  be  oppressed  in 
Ireland.  But  I  also  believe — indeed,  I 
may  say  I  know — that  the  picture 
painted  of  Ireland  is,  in  many  cases, 
exaggerated.  I  join  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  in  condemning  the 
publication  of  a  large  cartoon  showing 
masked  ruffians  perpetrating  crime, 
when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  such  crime 
had  been  committed.  That  I  regard  as 
a  grave  abuse,  almost  an  infamous  abuse, 
of  the  Press  of  this  country.  But  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  such  things 
and  some  of  the  articles  in  the  Press  of 
this  country,  articles  which  I  believe  to 
be  inspired  by  genuine  anxiety  and  true 
compassion  for  people  whom  the 
writers  regard  as  oppressed.  All 
the  more  on  this  account  is  it  our 
duty  to  examine  the  facts  very  accur- 
ately, and  to  state  them  to  the  House. 
Is  there  any  reason  why  we  should 
be  alarmed  at  the  Un  ted  Irish  League 
as  a  political  instrument  1  It  has 
organised  the  Party  which  the  hon. 
aiKl  learned  Member  for  Waterford 
leads.  I  quite  agree  that  it  makes  use 
of  many  imposing  titles,  such,  for 
instance,  as  **  National  Directory."  But 
the  power  of  organisation  for  political 
purposes  is  far  less  in  Ireland  than  in 
this  country.  There  is  a  large  num- 
ber of  people  in  this  country  whom  you 
may  hope  to  convert  to  your  views. 
But  in  Ireland  there  are  none.  The  two 
flides  are  in  watertight  compartments, 
and  vary  only  with  the  hirth-rate. 
Taking  the  United  Irish  League  as  a 
political  instrument,  it  does  not  add 
either  to  the  numbers  or  to  the  work 
of  those  who  are  politically  opposed  to 
us  ;  it  adds  only  to  their  war-paint. 

It  is  said  also  that  the  United  Irish 
League  does  grave  social  evil  in  Ireland. 
It  it  not  for  me  to  say  it  does  not.     I 


believe  it  to  be  a  mischievous  organisa- 
tion, but  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  exaggerate  its  influence,  or  attri- 
bute to  the  League  all  the  crimes  which 
are  committed,  sometimes  by  people  who 
belong  to  the  organisation,  and  some- 
times by  people  who  are  not  members 
of  it.  Take  the  question  of  the  social 
efi'ect  of  the  League.  Again  let  me  give 
an  illustration.  In  an  article  which 
appeared  in  a  number  of  English  news- 
papers, we  were  told  that,  when  the 
Lenten  pastoral  of  the  Bishop  of  Elphin 
condemning  boycotting  was  read  in  one 
of  the  churches,  so  strong  was  the  in- 
fluence of  the  United  Irish  League  that 
the  whole  congregation  rose  and  left  the 
church.  I  confess  that  did  impress  me. 
I  should  consider  that  such  an  incident 
indicated  a  grave  social  evil  But  it  is 
not  what  happened.  What  actually 
took  place  was  that  one  man,  who  is 
now  in  prison  because  he  was  guilty  of 
unlawful  assembly,  rose  from  his  seat 
as  if  he  was  going ;  he  was  called  upon 
by  name  by  the  officiating  priest  to 
resume  his  seat,  which^  he  did,  and  no- 
body left  the  church. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND:  A  good  sample 
of  Irish  news  in  the  English  newspapers. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  I  take  up  that 
challenge.  I  believed  that  story  myself 
for  a  fortnight,  and  I  feel  certain  that 
the  persons  who  published  it  in  responsible 
newspapers  believed  it  to  be  true,  and 
gave  it,  as  they  were  entitled  and  indeed 
bound  to  do,  as  a  piece  of  information. 
Do  not  suppose  that  I  wish  to  minimise 
the  social  effects  of  the  United  Irish 
League.  What  I  deprecate  is  that  the 
evils  should  be  exaggeitited,  that  publio 
feeling  in  this  country  should  be 
whipped  up  to  a  state  of  panic  and 
exacerbation,  when  we  ought  to  keep 
cool,  when  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Irish 
Executive  to  act  impartially,  and  when 
we  have  one  of  the  most  solemn 
offices  of  Government  and  of  a  strong 
political  party  to  periorm. 

I  take  another  point.  I  read  in  an 
article  which  appeared  in  a  most 
influential  newspaper  an  account  of  a 
very  grave  disturbance  in  Ireland.  Let 
me  trace  the  origin  of  that  report.  A 
local  agitator   who   wished  to    frighten 
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the  British  people  wrote  a  highly- 
coloured  account  for  a  local  newspaper 
of  a  torch  being  lit  and  a  demonstration 
being  held  in  favour  of  the  Boers,  which 
a  force  o  twenty-two  policemen  could 
not  prevent.  That  account  is  repro- 
duced verbatim  in  an  article  which  goes 
the  round  of  a  dozen  or  two  dozen 
provincial  newspapers  in  this  country, 
to  lead  up  to  the  conclusion  that  we 
shall  have,  if  not  Home  Rule,  separation, 
and  a  general  collapse  of  society,  unless 
the  United  Irish  League  is  put  an  end 
to.  I  again  examined  the  facts.  It 
was  a  case  of  a  few  boys  who  poured 
parafEn  on  a  rag,  lit  it,  and  then  cheered 
for  the  Boers,  but  the  whole  thing  was 
put  out  in  two  minutes,  and  the  children 
ran  away.  I  am  sorry  that  children 
in  Ireland  should  be  taught  to  cheer 
the  Boers.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  laugh- 
ing matter.  But  if  we  knew  the  facts 
as  they  were,  should  we  feel  so  anxious 
as  some  undoubtedly  do  feel  because 
they  have  read  the  fact  as  presented  to 
us; 

Again,  take  the  economic  influences 
attributed  to  the  League.     I  read,  also 
in  a  very  influential  newspaper,  that  in 
Sligo,  Leitrim,  and  Roscommon  some  time 
ago  there  were  seventy-one  derehct  farms. 
The    latest    information,   Galway  being 
included,    brought  the   number   up  to 
120.      That    sounded    alarming.      One 
would     assume     that     the    number    of 
derelict   farms  was  increasing  by  leaps 
and    bounds   in  these  counties.      As   a 
matter  of  fact,  the  number  is  124.     But 
in  March    1898,  when  the  United  Irish 
League    was    founded,   they    numbered 
226    in    these    counties.      Many   people 
believe  that  vast  tracts  of  land  in  Ireland 
are  going  out  of    cultivation  owing  to 
the  widespread  influence  of  this  disorder 
which  the  Government  has  dealt  with 
80   n^ligently,   and  in   so  tentative    a 
manner.     That  is  not   true.     In   1892 
there    were    1,687    derelict    farms    in 
Ireland,     in     1895    1.438.      in      1897 
1,194,  in  1898   1,087,  in  1899  1,079.  in 
1900  1,024,  in  1901  928,  and  this  year 
there  are  only  807.     When  I  am  put  on 
my  trial,  as  I  often  am,  for  the  neglect 
of  the  Irish  Government  to  deal  with 
disorder  in  Ireland,  I  think  I  may  claim 
these  facts  in  support  of  the  course  we 
have    taken,    and     I     may    beg    hon. 
Members  to  believe  that  in  view  of  such 
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facts  we  were  right  in  advancing   step 
by  step,  and  in  addressing  ourselves  to 
an  evU  which  has  been  growing,  instead 
of  to  an  evil  which  has  been  diminishing. 
The  evil  ths^t  has  been  growing  is  the 
evil  of  boycotting.    I  cannot  accept  any 
of  the  pleas  put  forward  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  in  pallia- 
tion of  this  offence.    We  are  told  that 
the  grazing  question  is  a  burning  ques- 
tion; that  this  is  a  'campaign  between 
the    landlords    and    tenants.      In    the 
majority  of  cases  the  bovcotting  is  not 
directed  against  the  landlord,  who  often 
is   not   there;     nor  against    the    large 
grazier  who  sometimes  takes  seventeen 
or  eighteen  farms,  and,  of  course,  residea 
only  on  one.     The  direct  attack  is  upon 
the  labourer,  upon  the  herd,  who  works 
for  him,  who  perhaps   has   worked  for 
him  for  six  or   seven  years,  and   whe 
knows   nothing,  who  cares  nothing  for 
your   economic   theories,   even   if    they 
were  sound,  and  who  ought  not  to  be 
asked    to    enter   into     these    debatable 
matters.     The  attack  is  upon  the  peasant, 
and  the  man  or  woman   who   supplies 
him  with  the  smaller  necessaries  of  life. 
The  attack  is  br'>ught  into  the  schools, 
and  those  who  ought  to  be  playmates 
are  taught  to  meet  ea^h  other  in  silence 
or  to  jeer  at  each  other.    These  eflecta 
are  evil,  and  hon.  Members  from  Ireland 
know  they  are  evil.    I  do  not  believe  that 
when  an  agitation  is  launched  the  man 
who  launches  it  realises  what  its  effect 
will  be  when  it  has  proceeded  for  several 
years.    The  agitator  himself,  the  profes- 
sional agitator,  knows  nothingof  and  cares 
less  for  the  doctrines  of  political  economy 
which,     whether     they   be    sound     or 
unsound,  are  put  forward.     He  hears  of 
a     feud,    of    a    family    squabble — two 
brothers  each  saying  tnat  a  plot  of  land 
belongs  to  him — or  he  hears  of  a  village 
feud  between  the  town  party,  with  their 
dilapidated   houses,    who    have   had    so 
little  notice  from  this  House  or  from  the 
Irish  Members,  and  the  country  party 
alongside,  who  have  secured  so  much  of 
their  attention  and  of  the   attention  of 
the  Government    The  agitator  swoops 
down  with  the  instinct  of  the  blue-bottle 
for  the  rotten  spot  in  the  joint,  and  takes 
one  side  or  the  other ;  it  is  often  a  toss 
up  which   side    he    takes.      He    then 

proceeds  to  organise,  and  the  gloom  of 

apprehension    falls   upon   that  district. 


581 


Criminal  Law  aiid  {17  April  1902}        Procedure  (Ireland), 


582 


People  are   condemned   to  misery   and 
material  loss,  and  all  the  pleasure  in  life 
is   eliminated.    I    do   not    think    these 
sordid  pains  and  penalties  ought  to  be 
lightly     regarded     by    any    one    who 
considers  how  bitterly    they  affect  the 
whole  life  of  the  community.    It  is  our 
duty  to  put  an  end  to  this  boycotting 
by  any  proper  means  in  our  power.     I 
would,  Su*.  yes,  I   would   that  we  could 
avoid  the  risk  of   confirming   some  of 
those  who  have  been  oppressed  in  their 
lack  of  self-reliance.    There  is  a  risk  in 
coming  to  their  aid  with   the  use  of  an 
exceptional    law,      but  we    must    take 
things   as  they  are,  and  things  as  they 
are  in  some  parts  of  Ireland  make  it  our 
duty  to  aid  these  people,  even  by  these 
exceptional  means.      It  is  our  duty  to 
encourage  them.    It  is  our  duty,  if  we 
can,  to  dispel    this  brooding  oppression 
which  blights  all  good  fellowship,  which 
dulls  all  initiative,  which   clouds   every 
prospect  to  which  they  might  aspire  of 
advancing   their    conditions    by    honest 
toil    We  are    bound,    if    we    can,    to 
suppress  boycotting,  and  tonight    I  ask 
the  House  to  support  the  Government 
in   the  steps  thty  are  taking    for   that 
purpose.    I    have   not  exaggerated  the 
case   of  the  Iiish    Grovernmeot   at  the 
instance  of  those  who,  I  believe,  moved  by 
genuine  feelings  of  concern  and  compas- 
sion forthe  distressed,  advised  the  immedi- 
ate employment  of  more  drastic  measures ; 
but  I  will  not  minimise  it  at  the  instance 
of  those  who  may  be  prepared  to  palliate 
boycotting  on  various  pleas  of  economic 
distress  or  historic  misfortune.     We  do 
not  need  to  be  taught  on  this  side  of  the 
House  that  the  lot  of  the  peasant  in  the 
West  of  Ireland  is  often  a  hard  one  ;  we  do 
not  need  to  be  taught  that  he  is  descended 
from   men   who  fared   ill  in   the  ruder 
struggles  of  eariier  ages ;  but  on  these 
very  counts,  and  even  apart  from  our  first 
imperative  duty  of  upholding  the  law,  I 
say.  Sir,  for  these  men  there  can  be  no 
true    political    development,    no    sound 
social  regeneration,  if  now  in   the  20th 
century,  the  weapon  of  fear  is  brandished 
ever  before  them  to  cow  their  spirit  and 
to  break  their  hearts.     (8.21.) 

♦(8.53.)  Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  Co., 
Mid) :  As  the  representative  of  one  of 
the  districts  marked  out  for  special 
distinction  by  the  proclamation  which  has 
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been  issued  by  the  Irish  Government,  I 
wish   to  make  a  few  remarks    on    the 
subject      The    Chief    Secretary  in    his 
speech  made  more  a  defence  of  the  Lea^e 
than   an  argument   for  its   suppression. 
From  beginning  to  end  his  statements 
seemed  to  me  rather  to  show  that  the 
League  was  not  guilty  of  any  conduct  or 
action    which    could   be  construed  into 
incitement  either  to  crime  or  intimidation 
in  Ireland.    On  the  other  hand,  the  speech 
was  an  apology  for  the  intolerant  bigots 
who  always  howl  for  coercion  in  Ireland, 
and  for  the  government  of  that  country 
by  force.     The  Chief  Secretary  justified 
the  attack  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
I  ford  on  a  portion  of  the  English  Press  for 
!  the  reports  they  published  giving  a  gross 
exaggeration  of  the  situation  in  Ireumd. 
We  who  know  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Ireland  know  how  the  people  suffer  under 
a  system  of  oppressive  government  which 
is  directed  from   Dublin   Castle,  and  we 
know  that  invariably  the   reports  that 
are  furnished  to  the  English  Press  are 
more  or  less  the  production  of  fertile 
imaginations  rather  than  true  statements 
of  the  facts  as  they  exist.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  to  the  usefulness  of 
I  an  exhibition  of  force  to  prevent  meet- 
ings in  Ireland.     Well,  the  experience  of 
Members  sitting  on  these  Benches    has 
always  been  that  an  exhibition  of  force, 
instead  of  preventing  meetings  in  Ireland, 
has  always  led  to  the  holding  of  a  dozen 
or  more   meetings  when  only  one   was 
originally  intended.     Under  the  existing 
forms  of  the  law,  the  members  of  the  Irish 
Parliamentary  Party    are    being  treated 
as  common  criminals  in  your  Irish  gaols. 
That  would  have  appeared  to  us  to  have 
been  a  sufficiently  drastic  form  of  treat- 
ment to  mete  out  to  the  selected  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Irish  people,  but  it  seems 
that  the  Cabinet  Council  do  not  think 
so,  because  they    are  now  applying  the 
exceptional  forms  of  the  law  which  have 
been    so   long  held  in  abeyance.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  an  attempt 
to  defend  the  Government  in  this  latest 
action  which  has  been  taken,   but   his 
defence   appeared  to  be  rather  a   half- 
humorous  exposition  of  the  way  in  which 
the    English    newspapers    misrepresent 
opponents  and  treat  the  Irish  people,  than 
a  justification  of  his  colleagues.  He  stated 
that  the  reason  it  has  been  determined 
to  proclaim  the  United  Irish  League  is 
I  the  information  supplied  from    various 
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sources  in  Ireland.  Well,  I  should  like  ,  or  of  boycotting  there.  From  my 
to  know  the  sources  of  information  knowledge  of  it,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
which  led  to  the  partial  proclamation  of  i  peaceful  and  crimeless  districts  in 
the  national  movement.  Where  does  the  I  Ireland.  It  may  have  given  some 
information  come  from  1  I  say  that  trouble  to  the  Irish  Executive  in  the 
it  comes  from  poisoned,  prejudiced  '  past,  but  that  should  not  be  urged  as 
sources.  It  comes  from  Sergeant  I  an  excuse  for  its  present  proclamation. 
Sheridans  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- ;  As  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
lary,  or  the  unscrupulous  and  contempt- !  Waterford  said,  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ible  minions  of  the  secret  service  of  the  ment  in  proclaiming  the  United  Irish 
British  Government.  Trial  by  jury,  League  will  have  the  effect  of  extending 
which  is  our  only  charter  of  liberty,  is  to  ,  and  not  retarding  its  influence.  Does 
be  suspended  in  Ireland.  We  are  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  imagine  for  a 
even  to  have  the  forms  of  constitutional  I  moment  that  he  can  suppress  the  Irish 
government.  These  are  to  be  taken  national  movement  1  Experience  shows 
from  us,  although  we  know  that  in  many  that  for  every  meeting  attempted  to  be 
instances  these  forms  were  only  mere  suppressed  several  meetings  will  be  held, 
shadows  as  far  as  the  securing  of  justice  '  I  am  quite  certain  that  this  revival  of 
and  fair  play  in  Ireland  was  concerned.  {  coercion  will  end  in  failure  as  every 
What  are  we  to  have  instead  ?  We  are  '  other  previous  revival  has  ended.  You 
to  have  a  whole  travesty  of  the  forms  of  I  may  break  up  one  or  two  meetings,  you 
constitutional  government.  We  are  to  may  baton  our  people,  and  imprison 
have  "  justice'*  meted  out  to  us  under  I  our  representatives,  but  you  cannot 
a  cloak  and  a  mockery.  It  will  be  a  |  suppress  the  Irish  nation,  and  the 
delusion  and  a  snare  in  Ireland.  It  will  <  sooner  England  realises  that  she  cannot 
be  a  system  not  respected  by  the  Irish  '  govern  Ireland  by  force,  the  better  it 
people.  It  will  be  a  system  to  which  the  will  be  for  her  own  prestige  and  the 
Irish  people  will  give  no  allegiance,  safety  of  her  Empire, 
because  they  know  absolutely  that  it  does  rsK  w 

not  secure  to  them  right  and  justice.  '  (94)  Mr  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) : 
The  Chief  Secretary  spoke  of  a  conspiracy,  |  We  have  Ustened  to  a  long  and  somewhat 
and  said  that  it  should  be  put  down.  If  |  eloquent  speech  from  the  Chief  Secretary, 
conspiracy  is  to  be  put  down  it  should  be  I  tut  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  ot  the  landlords,  their  agents,  and  answered  the  first  part  of  that  speech  in 
their  understrappers,  which  has  resulted  the  second  part,  and  he  stemed  to  me 
in  the  revival  of  Coercion  and  may  lead  '  to  justify  the  action  of  the  League  he 
to  a  recrudescence  of  crime.  h^g  suppressed.     He  told  us  he  did  not 


The  Chief  Secretary  may  think  that  he 
is  furthering  the  interests  of  peace  and 


order  in  Ireland,  but  I  am  quite  confident    with   regard   to   Ireland.     I   hope    the 


believe  in  the   exaggerated  reports  that 
have    appeared    in  the    London  Press 


he  will  find  his  mistake  before  very 
long.  Why  are  we  discontented  in 
Ireland  ?     It   is  because  we  are  ruled 


English  people  will  give  ear  to  those 
words  which  fell  from  the  Chief 
Secretary,  and  take  with  a  grain  of  salt 


unjustly  by  the  Irish  Executive,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  stories  told  by  the 
that  we  have  an  impossible  system  of  English  Press.  As  long  as  I  have  been 
land  tenure.  There  can  be  no  security  { in  political  *  life,  the  English  Press  has 
or  prosperity  in  Ireland  until  landlordism  done  its  best  to  misrepresent  the  Irish 
is  abolished  root  and  branch.  I  really  \  people,  and  is  never  satisfied  until  it  has 
think  that  the  reason  the  United  hounded  the  Government  of  the  day  to 
Irish  League  has  been  proclaimed  is  that    resort     to     coercion.        On      previous 


the  Government  want  an  excuse  to  drop 
their  latest  Land  Bill.  Now  I  should 
like  to  know  why  Millstreet  in  my  own 
constituency  has  been  proclaimed.  I 
challenge  any  hon.  Member  to  produce  a 


occasions,  when  coercion  was  applied  in 
Ireland,  the  Government  were  generally 
able  to  prove  that  Ireland  was  at  the 
time  in  a  turbulent  state.  We  have 
always  maintained  that  any  turbulence 


single  atom  of  evidence  to  justify  '  which  exists  in  Ireland  springs  from  the 
Millstreet  being  proclaimed,  or  to  show  poverty  of  the  people,  and  the  neglect  of 
that  there  is  a  single  cas«of  intimidation  |  the  Government  to  bring  in  proper  land 

Mr»  Shsehan, 
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legislation.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  do  i  double  figures  is  the  column  headed 
not  think  that  any  student  of  the  Irish  **intimidation/'from  which  it  appears  that 
question  will  be  able  to  find  that  any  { there  were  twenty-six  threatening  letters 
Government  ever  asked  for  exceptional  |  written  in  Ireland  during  the  three 
powers  in  Ireland  without  bein^  a))le  to  months.  There  is  no  column  in  the 
prove  from  their  own  point  of  view  that !  English  statistics  of  crime  corresponding 
there  was  turbulence  in  Ireland.  I  to  that.  As  a  rule  a  man  who  writes  a 
Unfortunately  the  Coercion  Act  which  |  threatening  letter  is  not  a  courageous 
has  just  been  revived  diflfers  from  every  man  ;  and  allow  me  to  say,  that  if  the 
other  Act  in  that  it  is  an  Act  in  Irish  Members  were  to  prattle  about 
perpetuity.  That  Act,  which  was  the  every  threatening  letter  they  get  at  the 
making  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Post  Office  in  the  lobby,  the  criminal 
can  be  revived  whenever  the  Executive  statistics  of  England  would  be  consider- 
wishes.  without  anv  regard  whetever  to  ,  ably  increased.  That  column  should  be 
the  state  of  Ireland,  and  merely  in  the  omitted  altogether.  It  is  (juite  competent 
interests  of  a  small  knot  of  landlords  in  |  for  a  man  to  write  to  himself  half-a-dozen 
that  country.  j  threatening  letters,  and   we  who   know 

„•,         .       ^,  ^  .^.  r  I  the  action  of  the  police  in  Ireland  are  not 

^^^"^  iS^  ^^t.  FT""  P^«»^'^".^f^  '  surprised  that  mimy  of  these  letters  are 
affairs  1  The  Chief  Secretary  candidly  ,  ^^^./ji^^^^  ^  ^^^^'  YAighsh  gentlemen 
acknowledged  that  from  a  cnminal  ^y^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  nothing  of  things  in 
point  of  view  Ireland  could  compare  j  j^eland  are  surprised  that  we  should 
favourably  with  anv  part  of  the  ,  ^^^^  charges  of  that  description  against 
United  Kingdom.  1  think  everyone  ^  the  Executive  in  Ireland  ;  but,  for  my 
will  acknowledge  that  so  far  as  ordinary  |  part,  I  can  never  forget  a  case  that 
crime  is  concerned  Ireland  can  compare  occurred  in  my  childhood,  and  which  is 
favourably  with  any  part  of  the  United  indicative  of  the  whole  spirit  of  Irish 
Kingdom,  and  I  will  go  further,  and  say  |  administration.  In  the  little  church  at 
that  with  regard  to  ordinary  crime  it  is  '  Carrickl)eg,  where  my  father  and  myself 
easier  to  get  convictions  by  juries  in  |  were  in  the  habit  of  attending  mass,  a 
Ireland  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  ,  stranger  turned  up,  and  was  recognised 
United  Kingdom.  We  are  told,  how- 1  as  a  very  advanced  Nationalist.  He 
ever,  that  that  only  applies  to  ordinary  went  under  the  name  of  Kelly,  and  all 
crime,  and  that  the  national  organisation  i  the  advanced  Nationalists  in  my  district 
promotes  agrarian  agitation  and  agrarian  associated  with  him,  and  he  swore  every 
crime.  Let  us  see  what  justification  the  1  one  of  them  into  the  Fenian  organisation. 
Government  have  for  reviving  this  ■  Kelly  disappeared  suddenly,  and  the  next 
Coercion  Act.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  |  we  saw  of  him  was  in  the  witness-box. 
Return  issued  a  few  days  ago  of  the  |  prosecuting  young  men  he  had  duped, 
numbtr  of  agrarian  outrages  committed  \  He  turned  out  to  be  the  notorious  Con- 
in  Ireland  which  were  reported  to  the  stable  Talbot.  He  got  short  shrift  him- 
Inspector  General  of  the  Royal  Irish  self,  and  was  sent  to  his  long  account 
Constabulary  during  the  quarter  ended  ^^^^  ^^^Y  ^'^^le  notice.  The  Government 
31st  of  December,  1901,  being  the  last  <>^  ^^^^  ^^y  were  aware  of  his  proceedings, 
AvaiUble  figurea  What  tale  does  this  ,  ?'V*  ^^ey  were  more  accountable  for  the 
Return  teUl  During  these  three  months  mfamy  of  that  unfortunate  man  than  he 
in  Ireland  there   had  been    no  case    of    ^^'^  himself. 

murder,  no  case  of  manslaughter,  no  sir,  our  contention  is  that  this  Goer- 
case  at  firing  at  the  person,  no  case  of  cion  Act  is  not  aimed  at  crimes  and 
attempt  to  murder,  no  case  of  criminals  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of 
administering  poison,  no  case  of  the  phrase,  but  at  political  opponents, 
conspiracy  to  murder,  no  case  of  assault-  Its  main  object  is  to  break  down  the 
i  ng  the  police,  no  case  of  aggravated  <  national  organisation  that  was  found 
assault,  no  case  of  assault  endangering  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  lives 
life,  and  even  no  case  of  assault  on  ,  of  the  people  in  Ireland.  It  is  all  very 
baiiififs  and  process  servers,  and  certainly  well  to  deprecAte  agitation.  If  those  who 
if  any  people  deserved  a  reminder  now  speak  about  the  life  of  an  Irish  Member 
and  again  I  think  it  would  be  these  knew  something  of  the  wear  and  tear  of 
gentlemen.       The    only    column    with  ]  it,  they  would  not  so  glibly  speak  of  the 
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luxurious  lives  we  are  supposed  to  lead,  have  been  so  bad  as  they  are.  It  is  the 
But  we  would  be  craven  cowards  if  we  land  grabber  who  has  been  the  stay  of 
did  not  do  something  to  protect  the  j  the  landlords  in  Ireland,  and  consequently 
people  whom  the  law  bad  failed  to  protect,  i  land  grabbers  must  be  unpopular,  and 
What  has  been  the  cause  of  organisation  '  there  is  ^o  doubt  that  where  a  man 
in  Ireland  in  the  past  as  in  the  present  ■!  adopts  that  line  in  life  he  is  persecuted. 
What  produced  the  Land  Act  of  1881 1  It  may  be  said  that  nobody  in  Ireland 
That  Act  was  the  result  of  Land  League  i  need  fear  coercion  except]  the  law 
agitation.  What  enabled  leaseholders  in  i  breakers,  but  I  believe  this  Coercion 
Ireland  to  enter  the  Land  Courts  ?  Lord  j  Act  was  aimed  at  political  opponent* 
Salisbury  said  that  it  would  be  unjust ,  ^nj  political  organisations,  and  particu- 
to  allow  leaseholders  to  enter  the  Land  ,  larjy  the  organisation  the  people  have 
Courts ;    but    he    and    others    changed '  gtarted. 

their  tune  aftet    the  Plan  of  Campaign       .„     \  ,  i  .     .      ,    , 

had  brought  them  to  their  senses.  K  ^e  have  always  complained  of  the 
You  yourselves  have  acknowledged  that  I  Coercion  Acta,  but  in  this  particular  case 
the  dual  ownerahip  in  land  is  a  failure,    '^^  *»»'«  »  g'^^'ter  ri^ht  to  complain  than 


and  that  the  only  solution  is  to  sell  the 
land  to  the  occupiers  and  enable  them  to 
Uve  and  thrive  on  the  holdings  their 


any  in  the  past.  I  was  in  the  House 
when  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
promised    the    House    that   an    appeal 


forefathers  reclaimed.  That  is  what  vou  ,  7°"^?^  '**■  Y^^^  '**^®  Af ''  *«".™'  *^« 
are  now  endeavouring  to  suppress:  I '  decisions  of  the  removable  magistrates, 
will  acknowledge,  and  no  one  who  knows  ;  ^n  the  strength  of  that  promise  the 
Ireland  can  deny  it,  that  the  land  i  Coercion  Acts  were  largely  obtained, 
grabber  in  Ireland  is  unpopular  and  wiU  :  How  has  that  worked  out  t  There  was 
always  remain  so.  I  do  not  stand  here  ^T  '""^  of  appeal  on  comparatively 
to  defend  Irish  landlords,  who,  as  a  class,  I  ^^of  *«^™8  ^\  imprisonment,  but  ap- 
have  never  deserved  anything  of  their  £?*•«  J'^^^r  .^.  .°°  .  «  sentences, 
country.    They    have   identified    them-    i^^  f  ""f*^  ^^    delivered  a  speech  at 


selves  with  the  coercion   of  the  people, 


Birmingham  in  which  he  said  that  these 


and  for  my  part  I  think  they  can  expect  appeals  were  ve^  inconvenient,  and 
nothing  from  Irishmen.  They  have  , '^J'**  ^*8*lie  result?  That  reached  the 
always  regarded  themselves  as  the  English.^'"?  "^  •  '*°'?^*'>'®  magistrates,  who 
garrison.  When  Lord  Waterford  broke :  took  their  cue  from  what  was  said  by 
up  his  hunting  stud  and  went  away,  the  '  the  Fu-st  Lord.  They  had  been  in  the 
cry  was.  "Do  not  go,  you  further  reduce  '  ''*."'  <*'  ^7°«  ^^^V*  *^**  months  im- 
;he  EngUsh  garrison."  But,  whUe  saying  ,  P™onment  for  certain  offences,  against 
that  of  Irish  landlords.  I  must  say  that  I  T'""  v  ®"  '^°.  ^  ^^.  appeal,  but 
they  have  been  encouraged  to  some  ^  ^^^  *'^°««  remarks  of  the  First  Lord 
extent  in  their  bad  work  by  the  people  '  ^^^J  "*°*  ^'^'^  O""  three  cases  out  of  one 
themselves.  You  crush  the  Irish  j  »°d  8*^^  a  month  s  imprisonment  in 
industries.  In  the  speech  the  right  hon.  ,  ***''*  <*«^-  ^^^^  I  wish  to  know  what 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  made  at  ''^"f*®  the  Oovemment  intend  to  take 
Dover  he  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that '  ^f «  regard  to  the  future.  One  would 
the  industries  of  Ireland  had  been  kiUed  think  they  had  opportunities  enough  for 
by  English  legisUtion,  and  in  corrobora-  ,  punwn>ng  men  for  attending  these 
tion  of  the  attitude  he  then  took  he  read  meetmgs.  They  can  take  them  before 
an  eloquent  passage  from  one  of  the  these  removable  magistrates,  who  will  do 
works  of  the  great  Irishman  Lord  t"'^*'^  whatever  the  Executive  wishes, 
Dufferin.  But  this  brings  me  to  the  '  °"* '^"\^"^*™"^°'"'*°°'^ti8fied  with 
point  I  was  endeavouring  to  make,  that  *"**'.  ^"ey  not  only  imprison  men  for 
Irish  Undlords  are  bad  as  a  class,  or  they  making  speeches  but  they  baton  people 
could  not  revel  in  the  sufferings  of  the  J?'"  ''^tenmg  to  them.  The  action  of  the 
people  as  they  do,  but  if  it  had  not  been  ^o'emment  is  mexphcable ;  they  have 
for   the  Irish   people  themselves   eoine    failed  to  make  out  a  case  for  coercion,  and 

u  I,  ..J  ^    u  „»u„  '-  k.»i        J    iT    •      ..I  venture  to  say  that   after  there  has 
behind  each  other  s  backs  and  offering  to    l^      ^  „u   .,.«•    •       •     t    i     j      i^ 
,     .  ,  . .  ,  ,,  .      ?    ,    been   much  suffering  in  Ireland,   after 

Uke  farms  from  which  the  occupiers  had   they  have  imprisoned    men   for    being 
been  evicted,  the   landlords   might  not  ^  members  of  the   Irish   United  League, 
}fr.  Poiver. 
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they  will  come  down  here  and  do  what  ]  before  this  **  Court "  to  make.  [The  hon. 
the  League  is  now  asking  them  to  do.  Qentleman  here  read  some  of  the 
I  believe  that  although  the  people  are .  apologies  in  question.]  These  people 
suffering  now,  good  will  come  of  this  then  passed  resolutions  by  which  all 
action.  When  the  League  was  suppressed  |  householders  of  their  parish  were  to  join 
before,  a  man  in  my  constituency  who  i  the  organisation  by  a  certain  date,  or  were 
was  not  popular  in  the  neighbourhood  j  to  be  put  under  the  forty-foot  pole  regime 
asked  me  if  I  could  get  him  into  the  j  I  am  sure  if  I  lived  in  the  neighbourhood 
League.  IsaidtheLeague  was  suppressed  1 1  should  be  intimidated  and  as  much 


and  asked  him  why  he  wished  to  get  into 
it,  and  he  said — 

'*  It  never  became  active  antil  it  was  Bap- 
pressed,  and  this  is  the  t^nie  to  get  in." 

I  end,  Sir,  as  I  began,  in  sa3ring  that 


afraid  as  my  humbler  neighbours.  This 
is  the  manner  by  which  the  League  ob- 
tains power  and  importance  in  Ireland. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  spoke 
of  the  agitation  in   Ireland  being  like 


this  Coercion  BUI,  like  every  other,  is  '  Trade  Unions  in  England.  He  is  entirely 
aimed  not  at  crime  but  at  the  political '  mistaken.  There  is  about  as  much  like- 
opponents  of  the  Executive  and  the  |  ness  between  the  two  movements  as 
political  organisations  of  the  people.  The  '  between  a  crocodUe  and  a  kangaroo, 
state  of  Ireland  today  is  a  scandal  to  this  i  Mr.  Arthur  O^Connor,  now  a  County 
country.  In  no  country  of  the  world  is  Court  Judge,  speaking  a  few  years  ago, 
there  so  much  poverty  and  misery.  said — 


»« 


The  land  agitation  is  only  a  means  to  an 
(9.30.)  Mr.  a  RCHD ale  (Fermanagh,  ]  end." 
N.) :  I  am  opposed  to  coercion  as  much  as    The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
any  hon.  Member  in  this  House,  but  the  '  Irish  Party,  speaking  at  Bradford  this  year, 
coercion  that  I  am    opposed  to  is  the   said — 
coercion  of  irresponsible  people  who  do 
not  allow  others  to  carry  on  their  own 
business  without  their  consent.     I  think 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  putting 
into    force  this    Act    is    not    coercion 

at  aU.  Hon.  Gentleman  oppoaite  talk  -^  \^^^^^^  i„  ^b  aining  self-govern- 
about  coercion  in  a  cunous  way.  The  |  ^^^^  jt^  Trade  Union  movement  in 
only  part  of  my  county  m  which  there  ^  ^g^^^^^  ^^j  j  o,„not  undenrtand  how 
waa  any  boycotting  was  at  a  farm  which  ;  ;;^Member  of  this  House  can  be  led  away 
I  know  very  well  on  the  borders  of  .  '  j^  ^^^^  I  was  also  astonished 
Uitnm.  For  the  last  six  years  this  farm  J  ^^^  ^^^  j^^^  ^j^^^^  ^hat  at  the 
has  been  boycotted,  but  the  person  who    c^^nation,  when  there  would  be  much 

o„ff«~   ..    „.t   fl,«    lonHlnrH       T^^Tw^nnU     ^^^    ^^^^    ^^^    ..  g^^^   ^j    ^j,^   Empire," 

there  would  be  no  response  from  Ireland. 
I  would  not  like  to  belittle  my  country 


"  In  every  movement  set  on  foot  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  material  condition  of  their 
country,  the  Irish  had  an  nlterior  object 
in  view,  and  that  object  was  to  obtain  self- 
government." 

I  do  not  see  much  resemblance  between 


suffers  is  not  the  landlord.    The  people 
who   suffered    were    the    dealers    and 

graziers  who  put  their  cattle  on  the  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  o«i,i,tic  ^j  w«»v*^ 
farm  to  graze.  With  the  exception  of  one  -^^  ^y^^^  ^^y  j  believe  there  will  be  a 
man  these  unfortunate  people  were  in-  j  greater  response  from  Ireland  than  from 
timidated,  withthe  result  that  they  took  '  almost  any  other  part  of  the  Empire, 
their  cattle  away  and  the  landlord  had  r^^  Dublin  Fusiliers,  the  Inniskilling 
their  money  and  his  land  as  well.  I  do  |  PugiHers,  and  the  Connaug;ht  Rangers 
not  beUeve  it  is  altogether  a  religious  -^^^^  ^q^  for  themselves  imperishaUe 
question,  because  a  Roman  Catholic  renown  in  South  Africa.  These  men  may 
clergyman  took  the  shooting  on  this  farm,  I  be  some  of  the  greatest  rebels  in  the 
and  I  myself  was  shooting  next  to  him  world  before  they  enlist,  but  once  they 
on  the  day  he  was  out.  I  did  not  hear  i  have  enlisted  there  are  no  stauncher  or 
him  fire  a  shot,  because  these  gentlemen  truer  servanU  of  His  Majestv  than  his 
had  been  before  him  and  driven  off  the  ,  Irish  soldiers.  These  men  will  be  repre- 
birds,  and  put  their  foot  into  every  nest '  sented  at  the  Coronation,  and  will  show 
they  could  find.  I  think  that  some  of  that  "  Sons  of  the  Empire  "  are  not  alto- 
the  things  they  do  are  not  crediteble  to  I  gether  wanting  in  Ireland.  I  do  not 
any  man.  Take  for  instance  some  of  k)elieve  there  is  so  much  bigotry  there  as 
the  apologies  which   men  had  to  come    some  people  try  to  make  out     In  my  own 
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county  there  is  the  greatest  good  fallow-  i  went  on  to  say  there  had  beea 
ship  amongst  us.  There  are  three  hon.  '  a  steady  increase  of  boycotting. 
Gentlemen  from  that  county  sitting  on  I  When  the  Crimes  Bill  of  1 887 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  they  |  was  introduced  into  this  House  the 
will  bear  me  out  in  that  statement.  I 
think  there  will  not  be  the  result  in  the 
County  Council  elections  which  some 
anticipate.     The  old  elections  were  run 


number  of  persons  boycotted,  wholly  or 
partially,  ran  into  not  hundreds,  but 
thousands.  I  have  not  the  exact  figures, 
but  at  one  time  I  have  a  distinct  recol- 


entirely  on  political  lines.  No  Nationalist  I  lection  that  the  number  was  over  3,000. 
would  vote  for  a  Unionist— unless  there  |  j  ^qq^  personally  that  some  of  the  boy- 
was  an  enormous  majority  against  him,  |  cotting  at  that  time  was  absolutely 
when  perhaps  he  would  make  the  best  of  a  I  gg^  j^    character.      I    have    lived: 


bad  bargain  and  vote  for  the  best  Unionist 
— on  the  other  hand,  no  Unionist  would 


with    boycotted     people   in    the   south 
of    Ireland;    I   have    gone   with    relief 


!f  tv!?"!!  Ati''"^'!^!  Kt^^'L^^r  ^y."^  i  to    them,   and     I    say  now,   as   I  said 

a  few  nights  ago  when  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  was  absent  through    illness,   that 

i.xi«««  ««cuun«  ux    .u«  v^nme^iiLCt   w.u  uu     ^^^^^    -^   j^^^j      anything    I    WOuld    not 

any  harm  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  will  be    ^^^^^^    ^^  J  ^^^^  ^^^^   ^^.^-^^^  ^^^ 

remorseless   treatment    of    people    with 


on  the  one  side  as  on  the  other.  But  I 
do  not  think  the  putting  into  force  of 
these  sections  of  the  Crimes  Act  will  do 


of    the  greatest  assistance   to   the   law- 
abiding  subjects  of  His  Majesty.  xcuiuio..icr«    ti«*tm^uv    ux    ^.^pi^    «.vx* 
^       ^                        J     -                   '  whom  you  disagreed.   But  what  is  the 

'  case  put  by  the  Chief  Secretary  tonight  t 
♦(9.40.)  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  h^  gj^^^g  ^^^^  j^  March  last  there  were 
S.) :  I  am  not  a  bit  astonished  at  the  j^^t  3,000  persons  boycotted  as  in  1887, 
course  taken  by  the  Government.  Over  ^ut  301,  and  of  these  only  five  or  seven 
and  over  again  during  the  last  few  months  ■  ^^^^  ^j^^u  boycotted.  That  is  a  very 
I  have  stated  that  we  were  heading  to- 1  ^i^^j^j.  platform  on  which  to  erect  so 
wards  a  crisis  that  would  produce  disastjer.  ,  ^  ^  building.  This  movement  on  the 
But  the  Government,  the  responsible  ,  J^  ^^  ^^^  Government  is  a  movement 
persons,  having  made  up  their  minds  that    ^j  ^^^^j^^        ^^^    ^j  j^^     ^^^ 

this  great  change  is  nec^sary  for  the  ;  Gentleman  talks  about  English  news- 
preservation  of  law  and  order  in  Ireland,  ,  ur  i.-  ?  j      «♦:  i  - 

I,  for  one,  will   not  vote  against  them    ^^''^  publishing   exaggerated   article* 

having  that  power.  Whilst  I  say  that,  "^f  ^^^^u**'  ""t  ^^  ""^^  P^'^P^^Jy 
however,  I  must  admit,  after  having  I  condemns  them.  But  from  where  do 
sat  in  this  House  for  seventeen  years  and  !  ]^^  Engish  newspapers  get  their  m- 
heard  many  discussions  upon  Crimes  [o'"™»*'«°  I  The  mam  factor  in  this 
Acts  and  matters  of  this  kind,  that  I  ^uge  erwtion  of  false  information  ha* 
have  never  known  such  a  step  to  be  ,  been  the  Daily  E.rpress  in  Dublin,  owned 
taken  with  apparently  so  little  cause,  by  Lord  Ardilaun,  one  of  the  landlords 
But  the  responsibility  'is  on  the  Govern- '  who  have  been  pressing  this  very  thing 
ment,  and  I  will  be  no  party  to  shifting '  on  the  attention  of  the  Government, 
that  responsibility.  '  Everybody  who  knows  anything  about 

T   »        »  1     .u  •.  •  i  1       Irish  public  life  knows  that  there  has 

Let  me  take  the  case  as  it  was  put  In,  *^        -^  ,.■  /    ^  ..     u  •  _  .u;. 

the  Chief  Secretary.  The  right  hoA.  .  '^^^  *"  agitat  on  on  foot  to  bnng  this 
Gentleman  frankly  admitted  t;fat  so  far  ;  ab<)ut-an  agitation  on  the  part  of  the 
as  ordinary  crime  waa  concerned,  the  «''''•«»'«  f^'t'O"  °^  ^^'^\  '""dlords.  and 
position  of  Ireland  stood  aa  when  he  I  °°b«xJy  «'««•  I  represent  a  purely  agn- 
spokelasl^ -ordinary  crime  was  practically  cultural  constituency,  and  what  are  the 
a  nullity  in  the  country.  He  admitted  also  ^f^ts  there  ]  The  County  Council  elec- 
that  agrarian  crime  was  at  a  lower  point  *'on8  are  coming  on ;  the  nominations 
than  it  had  been  at  almost  any  time  during  "»  my  Division  are  over.  I  do  not 
the  last  century ;  that  there  was  no  believe  there  wiU  be  a  single  landlord 
repudiation  of  contracts  on  a  large  i  returned  at  those  elections  in  the  whole 
scale ;  that  there  was  a  decrease  of  open  of  South  Tyrone.  In  fact,  two  of  those 
denunciation  from  platforms,  and  also  a  «^bo  are  retinng  are  not  standing  again, 
decrease  of  what  I  call  newspaper  incite-  »""  'beir  places  wiU  be  taken  by  tenant 
ment.  That  is  a  pretty  clean  bill  of ;  farmers.  There  has  not  been  a  single 
health  for  any  country.  He  then  '  meeting  held  in  my  division  at  which  a 
Mr.  ArrhtUih. 
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resolution  has  been  passed  and  forwarded 
to  me  calling  upon  me  to  support  any- 
thing of  this  kind. 

The  Chief   Secretary    rather    implied 
that   this  was    not   a    matter   between 
landlord    and  tenant.     That  is   always 
the     case     in     regard     to     boycotting 
But  let  me  ask  for  information ;  I  have 
not  the  local  knowledge  to  be  certain  on 
this  point.    There   is  a  part  of  Ulster 
proclaimed — County  Cavan.      Does  that 
comprise  the  district   of  Dowra,  where 
the    Morley    estate    u    situated  ?      [An 
Irish  Member  :  Yes.]     I  thought  it  did, 
but  I  was  not  certain.     What  does  this 
mean  ?    This  is  the  only    district   pro- 
claimed in    Ulster,    and   what   are  the 
facts  \     Lord  Morley— a  most  estimable 
and  able  gentleman,  whom  I  have  known 
for  many  years,  and  whom  I  beUeve  to  be 
incapable  of  doing  anything   harsh   or 
wrong — was  asked  by  his  tenants  to  sell 
his  estate.     The  negotiations  went  on,  as 
these  negotmtions   generally   do,   for  a 
long  time,  and  the  tenants  woke  up  one 
morning  to  find  that  the  estate  had  been 
sold  not  to  them,   but  to  a  syndicate  of 
L-ind  agents.    The  tenants   had  offered 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  purchase   of 
the  rents  under  the  Land  Purchase  Act, 
but  the  estate  wa.s  sold  to  this  syndicate 
for  nine    years   purchase.      [An    Irish 
Member  :  Kight  and  a  half  years.]    I  will 
not    go  into   fractions.     The  syndicate 
carried   with   it   all    the    arrears ;    the 
neighbourhood  is  a  very  poor  one,  and 
the  tenants  are  largely  in  arrear.     Those 
arrears,   spreading    over   six   or    seven 
years,  are  now  being  enforced,  and  there 
is  war  on  that  estate.    This  proclamation, 
in    that     instance,     is     not     intended 
to     deal    with     a     herd     or    anybody 
who    is    boycotted ;    it   is   intended   to 
intervene  on  behalf  of  this  syndicate,  to 
take  by  the   throat   tenants    who  were 
willing  to  give  seventeen  years  purchase 
for  an  estate  sold  for  nine.     One  story 
is  good  until  another  is  told,  and  1  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  inclusion  of  that 
property   in   this   proclamation  will    be 
looked  upon   by  the  tenant-farmer  class 
in  Ulster,  whom  I  know  as  well  as  any 
man   in  this  House,  as  an  act  of  war 
against   land    purchase.      It   is    an   act 
of  war  against  land  purchase. 

I  will  not  go  intothecaseof  the  Associated  j 
Estates  Those  districts  are  proclaimed,  ' 
and  this  is  nothing  less  nor  more  than  a  i 


direct    intervention    between  the  land- 
lords of  these  estates  and  the  tenants. 
These  tenants,   be   it  remembered,   are 
not  contending    under    a   "No  Rent" 
manifesto.       The     case     differs     from 
that  of  1887,  because  the  "No  Rent*' 
campaign  was   then    going    on.      This 
is     a     case     in     which     an     effort     is 
I  being  made  to  force  land  purchase  on 
landlords  under  a  given  set  of  circum- 
'  stances.     Though  1  think  it  a  mistaken 
j  effort,   yet   I   agree   with   the   Attorney 
I  General  for  Ireland  that  it  is  a  natural 
one.     This  proclamation  is   undoubtedly 
an    intervention    between   the   landlords 
and  the  tenants  who  are  willing  to  buy 
under   the  Purchase  Acts,   just  as  their 
neighbours  have  been  permitted,  not  by 
the  landlords,  but  by  the  Government,  to 
do.      The   Government   are   directly  re- 
sponsible  for  all   the   trouble   that   has 
taken    place  on  the   Associated   Estates. 
They   bought   the    Dillon    Estate ;  they, 
and  not  Lord  Dillon,  set  up  the  conditions 
there  existing ;  the  people  round  about 
wish  and  are   contending   for  the   same 
terms,    and    now    this    proclamation    is 
brought    to    the    aid    of    the    landlords 
against    the    would-be   purchasers.      As 
regards  boycotting,  I  wish  to  ask — How 
does   the   case   stand  ?     The   right  hon. 
Gentleman  savs  that  he  has  been  able  to 
deal  with  direct  incitement  and  intimida- 
tion  from   platforms.     He  says  that  he 
has  prosecuted  in  fifty-four  cases  and  he 
has     succeeded    in     every    single    case. 
Therefore    he    does    not    require    these 
powers  for  the  intimidation  and  incite- 
ment  to    boycotting    that    comes    from 
public  platforms.     He  ha.s  already  in  his 
hand  a  weapon  quite  sufficient  for  that 
purpose.     The  Chief  Secretary  holds,  and 
I  daresay  rightly,  that  there  are  secret 
conspiracies   and  secret  meetings   where 
this  boycotting  is  arranged,  and    wheie 
people   are    incited   to   l)oycott   persons. 
Everybody  knows  that  the  mere  act  of 
boycotting  in  itself  is  not  an  offence,  and 
cannot  be  made  so.     To  incite  to   bov- 
cotting    and    to    join    a     conspiracy    Xa> 
boycott   are   offences,   but  they  entirely 
depend  upon  evidence.     This  is  a  matter 
of  evidence,  and  the  whole  case  for  this 
proclamation  depends  upon  whether  you 
can  get  at  the  evidence  behind  the  scenes 
which  the  Chief  Secretary  admits  to  be 
secret.       That    is    his    position,   and    I 
venture  to  say  that,  looking  at  the  debates 
in  this  House  over   the   past   seventeen 
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years,  I  have  never  seen  such  large 
powers  asked  for  upon  such  slender 
grounds. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  case  of 
1887,  when  there  were  more  than  3,000 
cases  of  boycotting.  In  that  year  the  very 
best  results  followed  the  adoption  of  the 
Coercion  Act.  But  what  came  with  it  ? 
There  was  something  else  than  the 
Crimes  Act  during  that  session,  for  there 
was  a  Land  Act.  What  was  the  nature 
of  itt  It  enfranchised  some  33,000 
leaseholders  and  opened  the  door  of 
the  Land  Court  to  these  men.  It 
made  the  tremendous  admission  that  the 
rents  fixed  by  the  Land  Commission  up 
to  that  date,  from  1881  to  1887,  had  been 
fixed  upon  a  false  basis,  and  it  automati- 
cally reduced  these  rents  for  three  years. 
It  plugged  up  a  number  of  holes  which 
had  been  (Wven  into  the  Land  Act. 
That  Act  went  along  with  the  Crimes 
Act.  I  admit  that  the  Crimes  Act  was  a 
great  measure,  and  I  admit  the  good  it 
aid  and  the  tyranny  it  put  down.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  if  the  measure  now 
proposed  had  behind  it  anything  like  the 
amount  of  crime  and  disorder  which 
there  was  behind  the  Act  of  1887,  there 
would  have  been  no  cause  for  questioning 
the  adoption  of  this  Act  at  the  present 
time.  But  here  we  have,  on  the  basis  of 
fifty-one  cases  of  boycotting,  a  proclama- 
tion levelled  not  against  boycotting — 
because  there  is  none  in  County  Cavan — 
but  against  intimidation  and  incitement 
to  boycotting.  This  proposal  is  in  the 
main  an  intervention  between  the  land- 
lords and  the  tenants  in  certain  cases. 

I  have  received  no  mandate  from  South 
Tyrone  to  support  coercion,  although 
this  agitation  has  been  going  on  for  the 
last  month  or  two.  One  landlord  in 
Omagh  said  that  there  could  be  no  Land 
Act  passed,  nor  any  legislation  brought  for- 
ward that  could  do  a  bit  of  good,  until 
the  United  Irish  League  was  suppressed. 
But  the  a^'cultural  section  of  my  con- 
stituency has  never  asked  me  to  support 
this  proposal,  and  the  responsibility  for 
the  measure  lies  with  the  Government. 
I  believe  there  is  no  real  basis  for  the 
action  of  the  Government,  and  I  believe 
there  is  danger  in  it.  Just  as  you  shut 
up  an  organisation  that  stands  on  the 
public  platform,  you  let  loose  other 
agencies  you  cannot  control.  I  am  not 
yery  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

Mr.  T.  /r.  BusselL 


will  not  be  asked  to  suppress  the 
Farmers'  Union  of  Ulster,  but  I  can 
assure  him  that  would  be  a  tough  job. 
I  know  and  represent  the  opinions  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  Ulster  farmers, 
members  of  an  organisation  ready  and 
willing  to  support  the  Government  in 
the  administration  of  law  and  the 
preservation  of  order,  but  not  willing 
that  a  weapon  should  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  landlords  to  interfere  with  a 
settlement  by  purchase.  If  people  were 
half  as  willing  to  reconcile  differences 
in  Ireland  as  they  are  to  accentuate 
them,  much  of  the  difficulty  wouM  be 
removed.  My  position  is  more  difficult 
in  the  House  than  it  is  among  the 
Protestant  farmers  of  Ulster  but  I  confess 
to  a  sickening  feeling  as  these  cases  are 
made  as  years  go  on. 

Some  of  my  hon.  friends  protested 
because  I  cheered  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  when  he  gave  a 
picture  of  what  was  coming.  Do  my 
hon.  friends  deny  history  ?  There  has 
never  been  a  Land  Bill  in  modern 
times — except,  perhaps,  that  of  1896 — 
which  came  without  violent  agitation.  I 
cheered  that  historic  fact,  which  nobodv 
with  the  slightest  knowledge  of  Irish 
history  can  deny.  I  represent  tens  of 
thousands  of  men  upou  this  question, 
not  constitutionally  as  their  Memoer,  but 
I  know  their  opinions,  and  I  represent 
them  here,  and  I  can  tell  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  they  are  getting  tired  of  this 
oscillation  between  coercion  and  con- 
ciliation. Surely  it  is  poss^ible  for  this 
great  Empire,  with  its  enormous  power 
and  influence,  to  take  this  Irish  question 
resolutely  in  h%nd  and  make  an  end  of 
it  It  is  a  purely  a|;rarian  question, 
it  is  far  more  economic  than  political. 
How  long  are  we  to  wait  1  How  many 
Coercion  Bills  have  there  been  1 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Eighty- 
seven. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  How  manv  I 
have  supported  from  a  stern  sense  of 
duty,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  beg,  I  entreat 
hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
not  to  turn  away  from  other  remedies 
altogether.  If  Coercion  Bills  could  cure 
this   Irish  wrong,    it  would  have   been 
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cured  long  ago.  To  those  who  declare  i  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Irish  Goverament, 
the  Irish  people  irreconcilable,  I  reply  '  but  the  policy  of  Lord  Londonderry, 
in  John  Bright's  words —  I  Lord  Ardilaun,  and  the  gang  who,  with 

"  I  have  a  beUcf  in  justice  that  cannot  be  |  J^©  ^^^^  o^   ^^  ^«^%   ^ave   driven    the 
shaken."  Irish   Government   into   a  course  which 

is  against  their  own  judgment.     Ireland 


So  have  I.    I  beg  hon.  Gentlemen  here 
to  study  this  Irish  question,  even  during 


is  now   reduced   to  this   position  —that. 


the  nineteenth  century,  and  they  will '  ^l^^^^gh  one  would  suppose  it  was  bad 
find  Irish  Membera  over  and  over  again  ;  ?"^"«**  '^  ^®  governed  for  100  years 
have  been  constantly  bringing  forward  ^^  strangers  who  came  to  our  country 
Irish  grievances.  They  havi  brought  I  Ignorant  of  our  history  and  the  peculiar- 
forwaA    In  h     Land     Rills    a  d    oth  *®*  ^^^  social   condition,    we    have 

f.,  ^       j*i.        s,      '  reached  on  this  occasion  a  lower  depth 

measures  of  the  most  moderate  character,    ^^j,i  y^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^       .^^^^  ^^^^\ 

and  they  have  been  thrown  out  We  ^^^  sponsible  and  nominal  governor 
have  euted  the  Irish  case  over  and  over  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^  ^^^  ^^o  sit  behind 
again,  and  httle  was  done  until  the  Insh  |  ^hat  Government,  which  has  driven  and 
people  commenced  an  agiUtion,  and  then  I  forced  them  into  a  policy  of  coercion 
the  EngUsh  Parliament   rushed    to    do   against  their  own  judgment  and  against 


ID  a  hurry   what  they  ought   to  have 
done     at     their     leisure.       In     saying 


their  own  will.     Anyone  who  listened  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  tonight  could  easily 


this,  I  am  not  an  enemy  of  the  ;  have  seen  by  the  tone  of  his  speech  and 
Union.  I  believe  in  the  Union  as  |  its  character  that  he  was  associating  him- 
thoroughly  as  any  man  on  this  side  of  j  self  with  a  policy  simply  from  a  sense  of 
the  House,  and  I  think  I  have  done  more  i  duty  to  his  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
than  most  hon.  Members  to  maintain  it.  '  jt  was  evident  that  his  heart  was  not  in 
When  some  hon.  Members  dared  not  put ,  the  defence  of  his  case.  I  have  had  a 
this  Question  forward  on  the  platform,  I  ^  longer  experience  than  the  hon.  Member 
was  pleading  for  it ;  and  I  plead  for  it  as  for  South  Tyrone  of  coercion  in  this 
stroMly  today  as  ever  I  did  in  my  life.  ,  House,  and  I  have  never  heard  a  Chief 
I  do  feel,  however,  that  this  House  ought :  Secretary  make  such  a  feeble,  half-hearted, 
to  face  this  agrarian  woblem  in  solemn  !  fai^t,  and  unreal  defence  of  a  Coercion 
earnest.  I  ask  the  House  to  look  the  ^  Act  as  we  have  listened  to  this  evening, 
question  in  the  face,  to  see  how  little  ,  i  do  not  know  whether  any  hon.  Mem- 
it  would  cost  to  settle  it,  and  by  settling  ,  bers  who  are  present  have  taken  the 
it  thus  rid  the  country  of  half  the  trouble  trouble  to  read  the  proclamation  which 
that  is  now  involved  in  the  government  appeared  in  the  Dublin  Gazette  last  night. 
of  Ireland.  I  am  speaking  as  a  Uniomst  These  proclamations  applying  provisions 
and  as  the  representative  of  an  Ulster  of  the  Coercion  Act,  which  the  Chief 
constituency  whom  I  am  not  afraid  to  ]  Secretary  concedes  constitutes  a  very 
face.     They  have   heard  from  me  these  '  g^rious  departure  of  policy,  are  signed  by 

words  long  ago,  and  they  agre^  with  me;,  ^hom?       Thev    are    signed    by    Loid 
and  I  beg  and  entreat-not  the  Govern- 1  Ashbourne,    Lord     Powerscourt,    Lord 


Clonbrock,  and  by  Mr.  Smith- Barry. 
I  say  that  if  any  sense  of  decency  re- 
mained in  the  Government  of  Ireland, 
the  names  of  Lord  Clonbrock  and  Mr. 


ment,  because  my   words  will   have   no 
weight   with   them,    but    the  House    of 
Commons,  this  great  assembly   which  is 
master  of  the   Government   and   every- 
thing else:     I    entreat    this    House    of    ,,    .,,  «  i      u      .i      •        i. 
Colons  not  to  allow  this   question  to    i^mith-Barry  should  not  be  signed  to  a  pro- 
Bimmer  on  until   vou  get  into  another  I  ^amation  suspending  the  Constitution, 
land   war  and  land   agitation   and   until  j 
you  are  compelled  to  do  in  haste   what,      Mr.   SWIFT    MACNEILL:   Why  did 

i^ou  might  well  do,  and  do  much  better,  at  I  not  they  get  Clanricarde  ? 
eisure.  ' 

I  Mr.  DILLON  :  It  would  not  be  a  bit 
(10.10.)  Mr.  DILLON:  Anyone  who  niore  indecent.  These  proclamations 
has  followed  with  closeness  and  attention  are  signed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
the  history  of  the  last  six  months  in  i  three  of  the  great  Irish  landlords,  all  of 
Ireland  knows  that  the  policy  adopted  ,  whom  have  been  associated  with  this 
by  the  Gk>vernment  yesterday  in  Ireland    whole     campaign     of     blackening     the 
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character  of  their  own  people  in  the  eyes  ]  Loyalty  from  a  nation  which  has  been 
of  the  people  of  this  country  by  every  '  reduced  by  the  devastating  policy  of 
conceivable  system  of  misrepresentation  i  your  Gk>vemment  from  8,500,000 
and  falsehood,  and  have  been  associated  ,  to  4,250,000 !  I  heard  an  hon  Mem- 
throughout  with  the  pohcy  of  the  ex-  '  ber  talk  of  the  luniskiUing  Fusiliers. 
treme  landlords  and  coercion  part}^  in  ^  I  am  proud  to  see  Irishmen  behave  bravely, 
Ireland.  We  know  perfectly  well  whose  even  when  fighting  in  a  bad  cause.  The 
policy  this  is.  It  is  the  policy,  not  of  Dublin  Fusiliers  left  DuUin  a  thousand 
the  Government,  nor  even  of  the  whole  strong.  They  came  back  the  other  day. 
Unionist  minority  in  Ireland — it  is  the  but  only  300  of  them.  Although  I  think 
policy  supported  only  by  a  small  min-  the  cause  was  bad,  I  am  proud  of  them, 
ority  of  the  Unionist  minority  itself.  Last  week  I  received  a  letter,  which  any 
They  are  the  lineal  descendants  of  that  hon.  Member  can  see,  from  a  colour- 
Orange  gang  who  have  been  equally  sergeant  in  an  English  regiment  in  South 
the  curse  of  Ireland  and  of  your  Govern-  Africa.  He  was  a  Mayo  man,  from  my 
ment.  I  regret  that  the  hon.  Member  constituency,  and  he  said  in  effect,  **  You 
for  South  Belfast,  for  whom  we  have  a  Irish  Members  are  very  often  hard  upon 
sort   of    affection,  was   not  allowed    to    Irish  soldiers.     I  come  from  a  ten-acre 

?uote  from  a  speech— a  speech  which  if  farm.  My  father  and  I  were  in  Yorkshire 
delivered  in  Ireland  I  would  be  put  in  i  working  to  try  to  earn  the  arrears  of 
prisonfor,  for  we  are  blamed  for  being  dis-  rent,  and  while  there  the  farm  was 
loval,andtoldonhighauthority— someone  I  evicted  and  grabbed."  And  then  he 
of  the  eminence  of  Lord  Londonderry  or  went  on  to  say  that  he  was  obliged  to 
Lord  Ardilaun —  that  we  can  never  get .  enlist ;  but  he  wished  to  know  if  I 
home  government  by  a  statesman,  who  could  get  anything  done  with  the  grabber, 
formerly  advocated  it  when  we  were  '  so  that  he  might  come  back  to  the  old 
equally  disloyal,  until  we  are  loyaL  Well,  place.  In  hundreds  of  cases  there  are 
for  fear  there  might  beany  mistake  about  men  driven  out  by  the  tyranny  of  land- 
it,  I  take  the  opportunity  of  admitting  '  lords  who  are  spilling  their  blood  fighting 
in  this  House  that  I  am  intensely  dis- 1  your  battles. 

loyal ;  and  the  Chief  Secretary  himself  ^ow  I  come  to  the  case  made  out 
knows  that  in  making  that  admission  f^^  this  dreadful  departure.  I  know 
I  am  giving  the  best  and  most  adequate  ,  ^.^e  course  this  thing  will  take.  I 
expression  I  could  give  to  the  sentiments  earned  the  Irish  Secretary,  who  tried 
of  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  Irish  ^o  get  us  to  believe  that  it  was  a  smaO 
nation  Why  should  we  be  loyal  ]  1  ^^^^^j,  ^^ich  would  blow  over,  that 
read  the  other  day  the  speech  of  a  great    coercion      in      Ireland      never      blows 

lawyer,  one  of  the  extreme  gang  respon-  \,^er.  You  can  never  teU  where  it 
sible  for  this  policy,  m  which  he  said-       ^ju  ^^^    ^^^^  you  start.     I  read    long 

*'  Loyalty  is  a  compact  between  the  subject  ago  the  life  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster. 
and  the  CrowTi.  and  loyalty  ceases  to  bind  the  i  I  was  in  prison — it  was  smuggled  in 
moment  vour  property  and  your  liberty  is  not  I  ^^  j^^  ^nd  I  kept  it  concealed  under  the 
protected  by  the  Uovemment.  ^^  i -j*  •*.        i_ 

*^  ''  mattress,   hiding    it    when    any    pnson 

In  other  words,  they  will  cease  to  be  officials  came  in,  for  I  was  not  allowed 
loyal  as  soon  as  they  are  not  supported  to  read  anything.  Mr.  Forster  went 
by  the  full  forces  of  the  Government  in  to  Ireland  full  of  sympathy  and  good 
levying  their  rack-rents  from  the  starving  ^  feeling  for  the  Irish  people,  and  without 
people  of  Ireland,  people  over  whose  an  atom  of  sympathy  with  the  Iandk>rd 
homes,  by  the  tens  of  thousands,  the  |  class — he  went,  as  he  believed,  to  scatter 
ploughshare  of  ruin  has  been  driven  blessings  over  the  Irish  people;  and 
by  your  Government  and  your  soldiers,  when  he  was  obliged  to  bring  in  a 
Loyalty  to  a  Government  whom  we  '  Coercion  Act,  he  did  not  treat  it  in 
know  only  in  the  shape  of  vour  armed  .  the  way  we  heard  it  treated  tonight, 
forces,  protecting  bailiffs,  and  the  agents  '  although  he  had  an  extensive  record 
of  landlords,  who  have  laid  waste  our  I  of  crime — murders,  and  other  crimes  of 
country  and  levelled  more  homes  than  violence — and  undoubtedly  a  condition 
ever  have  been  levelled  by  invading  of  things  very  serious.  Again,  in  1887, 
armies    on  the  Ck)ntinent  of    Europe !  l  although  the  case  was  weaker  than  in 

Mr,  Dillon. 
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Mr.  Forster^s  time,  the  then  Chief  Secre-  were  referred  in  his  speech  to  four  facts 
tary  had  a  long  catalogue  of  really  only— the  action  of  the  Associated 
aenous  cases  of  boycotting  before  him,  Estates,  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
and  a  most  powerful  combination  in  all  meetings  to  denounce  individuals,  matter 
parte  of  the  country  to  deal  with.  In  published  in  newspapers  intended  to  bring 
the  speech  then  of  the  present  Fii«t  terror  into  men's  minds,  and  a  smaU 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  introducing  co-  growth  in  boycotting.  I  will  deal  with 
ercion  he  said  his  justification  for  it  these  one  by  one.  The  action  of  the 
was  that  there  was  a  steady  and  alarm-  Associated  Estates  -we  have  it  on  the 
ingmcrease  of  boycotting,  and  refusing  words  of  Judge  O'Connor  Morris- was 
to  pay  rent.  I  do  not  say  that  the  the  direct  and  natural  outcome  of  the 
grounds  for  the  coercion  of  1887  were  action  of  the  Government  itself.  It  is 
sufficient,  but  these  were  infinitely  not  a  strike  against  rents  noran  attempt 
stronger  than  any  grounds  attempted  to  defraud  any  man  of  his  just  rights. 
to  be  put  forward  for  the  present  action  It  was  a  natural  offer  on  the  part  of  the 
of  the  Government.  At  the  very  outset  people  to  buy  their  farms  at  the  same 
of  the  Chief  Secretary's  speech,  he  made  price  as  fixed  by  the  Government  after  a 
a  statement  which,  I  think,  I  am  bound  bargain  with  Lord  Dillon.  That  is  not  a 
to  describe  as  most  astonishing.  He  very  grievous  crime.  The  agitation  and 
said  that  if  there  was  one  person  bov-  discontent  were  gravely  increased  by  the 
cotted  in  Ireland,  the  Government  would  fact  that  there  is  on  the  De  Freyne 
be  bound  to  protect  that  person  by  all  estate  an  agent— Mr.  Flanagan— who 
the  means  at  their  disposal.  But  are  has  treated  the  people  very  harshly  and 
we  to  take  it  that  the  boycotting  of  unjustly.  Only  yesterday,  at  French- 
one  person  would  be  ground  enough  for  park,  a  number  of  actions  taken  against 
the  suspension  of  the  Constitution  in  the  tenants  by  this  agent  were  d  smissed 
Ireland  .  by  ^jjg  ^^^^^  strate  owing  to  their  harsh- 
ness   and     injustice.      Doubtless    those 

\fn    vvvx'TMj*M     VI71.       T        J    *i-  disturbances  had  been  brought  about  by 

Mr.  >\iaDH.AM:  When  I  made  the  ^.i^  „^^.  ^     r  ^i^  r^     ^  «^       j  i 

^t^t^^^^t  *r.   „.u;^u    fk^    u  «     \f      L  the  action  of  the  Government,  and  by 

statement   to   which   the    hon.    Member  .i  ^  i  ^^  i        j     «     i       ♦•  ,     r  ^.u  'i 

^f^^^     f    «.„      «  1  •         *u       XX  ^  the  harsh  and  cruel  action  of  the  agent 

refers,     I    was    asking    the     House     to  ^„  ^.i,^  r*     i^  *  ..^     t^u       u  i      r 

»^«^«»  ♦        u  4.  1       :4  •      T         I    *.      T  o"  the  De  r  reyne  estate.     Ihe  whole  of 
revert  to  what   I   said  in  June  last.     I,.!,-        •,.*•        u       i  i         *ji. 

•^u^«  «f«f«^  #.u«4.  :(  ^  ^  u  this  agitation   has  been  characterised  by 

then  stated  that  it  one  person  was  boy-  ^.v       ^    ^  r  i  xt       •  j 

cotted    it    would    be   the   duty  of  the  ^^e  great^t  peacefulness     No  crime  and 

(iovernmeut  to  protect  that  pereon.  °°  .nt.m.dat.on  is  al  eged,  and  so  far  as 

^  ^  the    Associated    hstates  are    concerned, 

there   is  not   a   shadow  of    ground   for 

Mr.  DILLON :    There  must  be  some  coercion, 
relation  between  the  extent  of   the  evil 

and  the  extent  of  the  remedy,    and  to        Let    me  come  now  to  the  increase  in 

tell  me  that  boycotting  is  to  be    held    as  the  number  of  meetings.     Can   there  be 

justifying  the  destruction  of  liberty    is  anything  more  vague  alleged  as  a  ground 

nonsense.     This  policy  involves  dark  and  for  coercion  than  the  holding  of  meetings 

unfathomable  dangers  in  the  future.    In  to  denounce  individuals  ?     Is  it  a  crime 

the  worst  old  days  all  English  Ministers  to  denounce  individuals  ?      Is  that  un- 

felt   themselves  bound   to   make  out    a  known   in   this   country]    If  the  Chief 

great  ca  e  before  they   applied   coercion  Secretary  was  at  Blenheim  last  year,  he 

a  nd  took  away  the  vital  right  of  trial  by  would   have    heard   some    pretty  lively 

jury.     Even  in  the  days  of  the  Duke  of  denunciations  of   individuals.      I   don*t 

Wellington,  Lord  Peel,  and  Lord  Russell,  think  I  ever  read   a  meeting  which  the 

before  any  Reform  Bill  was  passed,  none  Colonial    Secretary    attended   at  which 

of    these  great    statesmen   would   have  he  did  not    denounce  some  individual, 

dreamt  of  proposing  coercion  for  Ireland  I  and  sometimes  this  is  emphasised  by  the 

on  such  a  miser  ible   case   as   has  been  danger  of   paving-stones   and   brickbats 

niade  to-night.     I  ask   what  has  taken  and   bludgeons.     I   have  denounced  the 

place  in  Ireland  to  justify  this  sudden  Chief    Secretary   at    several     meetings. 

and  extraordinary  change  of  policy  on  Is  that  a  crime  7     I  admit  that    if  your 

the  part   of  the  Chief   Secretary  1    We  language  is  an    incitement    to   violence 
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■against  an  individual,  it  is  a  crime,  and  of  putting  the  law  in  force  against  xU 
jou  should  be  properly  tried  for  it.  But ,  Yet  Ireland  is  to  lose  whatever  lilwti 
the  Chief  Secretary  aid  not  say  that  at '  9he  possesses  under  the  Constitinii 
these  meetings  individuals  were  de- 1  because  there  are  four  or  five  case 
nounced  with  a  view  to  violence  being ;  complete  boycotting  in  the  country, 
used  towards  them.  We  have  his  ,  As  regards  partial  boycotting,  are  li 
word  that  no  violence  exists  in  Ireland.  !  Members  familiar  with  its  meanq 
As  to  the  matter  put  in  newspapers  I  Partial  boycotting  is  a  mere  questior 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  fear  into  •  opinion.  I  know  some  Members  of  tl 
men's  minds,  that  is  a  most  extra- ;  House  who  are  partiaUy  boycotted  s 
ordinary  charge  to  make,  in  view  of  |  who  would  be  returned  by  the  poIi« 
what  has  been  said  in  English  news- !  Ireland  as  partially  boycotted.  Wh^s 
papers.  When  three-fourths  of  the  |  used  to  do  electioneering  work  in  tl 
Press  of  England  has  been  engaged  in  I  country'  in  the  days  of  the  Home  £] 
inciting  mobs  to  hunt  and  injure  those!  movement  in  1885  and  1886,  I  D<?i 
whom  they  are  pleased  to  call  pro-Boers,  i  went  into  a  constituency  witlw 
it  appears  to  me  this  is  rather  a  cool  i  being  met  with  bitter  comj^ 
proposition  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  ;  from  the  Radical  voters  of  the  systemil 
Gentleman.  The  law  should  be  the  boycotting  to  which  they  were  subject 
same  for  newspapers  in  Ireland  as  it  is  i  What  is  partial  boycotting  7  If  a  m 
for  Great  Britain,  and  Irish  newspapers  drives  his  cattle  into  the  fair,  and  ti 
charged  with  intimidating  individuals '  are  not  sold,  he  would  be  partii 
•ought  to  get  the  same  fair  play  as  boycotted.  An  Irish  policeman  wol 
English  newspapers.  return  a  man   as  partially   boycotted 

I  his  neighbours  refused  to  speak  to  U 

Then  I  come  to  the  last  ground  on   at  a  fair,  or  if  he  noticed  anything  ini 
-which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bases   eating  that  the  man  was    in  anvw 
his  change   of   policy — the   increase   in    unpopular, 
boycotting.     Anything  more  flimsy  and 

preposterous  than  the  case  made  by  the  '      ,,     «rx/>TTATT * *#     t 
Chief  Secretary   on   this   point   I  have  '      ^'  WYNDHAM :  I  was  very  careJ 
never  listened  to.     I  noticed  that  the  i  ^  ^^\  *  distinction  between  those  a^ 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  reluctant  to :  ^^^  others.     If  I  had  taken  account 
make  any  distinction  between  the  cases  !  ^""f^  cases  as   the    hon.   Member  r. 
of  totally  and  partially  boycotted  persons,  ,  F«^^"  *^'  !_^^  ^g^^^  }  S^T^  ^^^^,^! 
4ind    yet    it    would    be    impossible    to ,  ^.^jj, '^^^^^^  i^^^'    involving   betwH 
exaggerate  the  importance  of  the  distinc- ,  ^'^^^  *^^  ^'^^^  persons, 
tion.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  ! 

there  are  fifty-one  cases  altogether  of  i  ^r.  DILLON:  The  right  hon. Gents 
boycotting,  including  aU  classes  of  |  ^^^  j^^  -^^j,  ^^  definition  whateveri 
persons,  and  on  that  basis  alone  he  |  ^^at  he  means  by  partial  boycottiq 
justifies  this  policy  of  coercion.  When  ;  ^  ^^^^  remains  unaffected.  Parti 
I  asked  him  how  many  were  tj)tally  .  ^o  ^ting  is  in  Ireland  merely  what  ti 
boycotted,  and  how  many  partially,  he  -  y^e  choose  to  describe  as  such.  Wli 
said  there  were  between  five  and  seven  I  ^fter  all,  do  fifty-one  cases  signify,  wfe 
totally  and  the  remainder  partially  ;  ^^ere  is  not  a  single  case  alleged  in  viii^ 
boycotted.  I  admit  that  total  boycotting  |  ^^^  supposed  boycotting  is  accompani^ 
IS  a  serious  thing,  but  let  the  House  |  ^j^^  violence/  Are  these,  1  ^ 
recall  the  extent  to  which  It  exists  m  this  ,  g^jffi^i^n^  grounds  for  robbing  ■' 
-country  on  the  occasion,  for  instance,  of  country  of  its  rights,  and  for  embarkii 
great  strikes.    Let  hon.  Members  recaU  ^  fresh  war  against  the  people  i 

the  incidents  of  the  coal  strike  or  the  i  i^dand  1  I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  Chi 
great  dock  stnke  in  Ix)ndon.  Workmen  ;  Secretary,  who  in  some  of  his  speect^ 
were  imported,  and  elaborate  pohce  pro-  gj^^^^  considerable  feeling  for  the  Ini 
t^tion  had  to  be  organised,  and  yet  ^  i^^  ^nd  some  desire  to  get  into  toui 
there  was  no  question  of  coercion,  and  ^i^^,  ^heir  real  wants,  describing  tk 
AS  long  as  the  strikers  abstained  from  agitation  as  artificial,  and  gotten  up  I 
physical  violence,  there  was  no  question    professional  agitators,  whom  he  likens 

Mr.  Dillon, 
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to    blue,  bottle  Hies   settling  down    on    is,  indeed,  a  dry  monotony  about  these 

c^orruption,  and  going  round  the  country    Irish  coercion  debates.     To  those  of  us 

seeking    where    they   might    ply    their  |  whose  recollection  goes  back  twenty  years, 

Yuischievous    trade.      The     right    hon.  |  we  seem  to  be  hearing  the  melancholy 

iJ^entleman  looks  upon  us,  who  are  the  =  echoes  of  past  controversies,  with  the  same 

elected  representatives  of  the  people  of   promises  in  favour  of  coercion,  and  the 

I  reland,  who  have  nothing  to  offer  the  '  same  warnings  against  it.    By  this  debate 

people  to  induce  them  to  elect  us,  who  ,  I  am  reminded  of  what  was  said  by  the 

Are   debarred  from   those   means  of  in-   First   Lord   of    the  Treasury  when   he 

fluence  familiar  to  other  Members  of  the  !  brought  forward  his  first  Coercion  Act 

House — he  looks  upon  us  simply  as  self- 1  of  1887.      But  the  case  he   made  out 

seeking  men,    animated    by    the    vilest '  then   was    very    different  to  the  case 

conceivable   motives,    and    going  about  |  made  out  now.      This  is   the    eighty- 

our    country    with    the    one   object  of '  seventh  Ck)ercion  Act   which   has   been- 

Hading  out  some  sordid  local  quarrel  on  i  passed  since  the   Union,  and  on  every 

which   to   fasten  in    order    to  fan  the    previous    occasion,    I    venture    to  say,. 

embers  of  disturbance  into  a  flame.  I  the  case  made  out  by  the  Government 

*  for    demandinc;  exceptional    legislation 

I  was  entirely  unlike  the  case  we  have  had 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I   carefully   distin-  \  tonight.    What  sort  of  a  case  have  we^ 

guished  between  those  who  initiated  the  :  had  tonight  ?    The  right  hon.   Gentle- 

agiUtion  and  the  results.  man  the   Chief  Secretary  in   defending 

the  exceptional  action  which  has  been 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  teU  the  right  hon.    J*''^°  ^^  »^«  ^T.?r'°K-  "^^'"^  t 
Oentlemau    that  if   that  is  aU   he  has :  ^«  d«charguig  what  to  h.m  personally 

learned  of  Ireland,  his  administration  oilVf  %  Z^  "°P  **T*  ^T^'"'  P""'"« 
it  wUl  not  be  very  successful.  We  may  '^  ^°r=«  .^""p^"  legislation,  tecause 
iT  u-    4.-       ui     «.^  «  «     1     •      t^he  right  hon.  Gentleman    is  attached' 

be  very  objectionable  to  some  people  in         j^  I   ^^  ^ 

'*^  ^°TiJ"    .!  'J  'nu^t  know    hey      .      ^  ^  Unwelcome 

cannot  dj8k>dge  us  from  our  constitu-  •  ^      ^^  ^ 

encies.     Whether  you  practise  coercion   ^^  ^^^    ^^^^^^   ^^^  J^  ^^^^  .^ 

*"kiU    Hoi "  RuTe     tSth  ^  kindnLs  ^  ^  1«80  «'<=<'"«<^'  ^^^'  <"^  *»»«'«  ^««  '^'''' 
kiU    Home    Kule     with     lundness,     ,^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  .     jggj 

you   cannot  djslodge   us  from  our  con- ;  ^^.^^     ^   ^^^  .^  ^j  ^; 

stituencies.     We   remam  here,   and  we ,  p^      j^   p    ^   murders;    think   of  the 


intend  to  remain  here  until  you  restore 
to  Ireland  the  right  of   managing    her 


case  in  1887,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 


w  irc.»uu  .u»  ygu.  u.   ....^...g.ue    "^.  ^l,e   j,jj.gj  Lord  of   the  Treasury 

own    affairs.      If    the    Chief   becretary  ^j^^^  ^  ^   ^^          ^^      ^.^        ^^^ 

reaUy  holds  the  view  he  expressed  in  his  j^     ^^^    j^  j^                      B 

offensive  observation  tonight,  I  say  he  ^s  ^^^^                 jj^    ^^  ^j^^        P 

very  poorly  qualified  to  govern  the  Ir«h  two-thirds    of   Ireland    there   was 

people,  and  he  will  find  he  has  formed  a  ^    conspiracy    not    to    pay  rent.      We 

very  poor  opinion  of  the  Insh  people  in  /  ^j^/^  ^              ^^ 

tlunking    that  he    can  serve    ha   own  ;  ^J;^  ^^^^  j^    ^^^ .  ^^^  ^^; 

who    remembers    the    magnitude    and 


vmrniiuK    .u».  uc    «.u   ^.  v.    u„    v...    ^^^^^^  j^  ^       everybody 

position   by  thus  grossly  insulting  their   „.  „    ,«i^^Kp„    .u„  '    „anit,,^/  .Ja 


representatives  in  this  House.  ^^^^i^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^ 

it   with   the   flimsiness  and   unsubstan- 
(10.54).    Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :    <^'ality  of  the  case  presented  tonight. 
As   there   was   an    arrangement     made , 

early  in  the  evening  that  a  little  time  What  is  the  case  made  tonight  ? 
should  be  given  in  which  to  deal  with  That  boycotting  has  risen  from  thirty- 
one  or  two  of  the  non-controversial  |  seven  cases  in  January  to  fifty-one  cases 
Budget  Resolutions,  I  shall  be  very  I  in  March,  and  even  those  cases  are  only 
brief  in  the  remarks  I  shall  make  '  what  is  called  partial  boycott.  What  is 
tonight,  but  this  question  is  of  too  |  the  nieanmg  of  -partial  boycott"?  It 
!iuich  gravity  to  pass  unnoticed  by  1  means  that  the  police  could  establish  a 
English   and  Scotch   Members.      There  |  case  perhape'of  intimidation.     We  should 
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make  quite  sure  of  what  these  cases  are  j  his  five  years  of  administration  without 
before  we  resort  to  exceptional  legislation,  those  exceptional  powers.  There  was  no 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  many  i  increase  of  crime  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
of  these  cases  the  interference  with  the  i  condition  of  the  country,  speaking 
freedom  and  liberty  of  the  subject  may  I  broadly,  although  there  were  disturbed 
l)e  very  small  indeed.  There  were  only  |  areas  here  and  there,  remained  peaceful 
five  cases  of  complete  boycott — five  cases  i  and  tranquil,  and  the  good  results  of 
•out  of  5,000,000  people.     What  did  the    1 892  were  not  lost.    The  landlord  party 


right  hon.  Gentleman  say  as  to  the 
condition  of  Ireland  ?  He  said  Ireland 
was  admitted  to  be  exceptionally  free 
irom  crime.  If  we  look  at  the  last  ten 
years,  I  think  we  should  find  in  the  long 
and  melancholy  annals   of   Irish    crime 


then,  as  now,  were  continually  trying  to 
induce  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  put 
the  Crimes  Act  into  force.  There  were 
debates  in  this  House,  and  the  customary 
articles  in  English  newspapers ;  there 
were  exaggerated  statements  like  those 


that  there  has  hardly  been  a  period  so    which  the  Chief  Secretary  tomght.  with 

free  from    serious   offences ;    even    the  t  honest    indignation,    has    condemned — 

agrarian  offences  have  been  slight.     Yet  I  articles  intended  to  inflame  and  exasper- 

what  has  been  the  history  of  those  ten    ate  England   against  Ireland.     But  the 

years  ?    We  had  the  Coercion  Act  enacted  |  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with  the  courage 

in  1887,  when,   no   doubt,  there  was  a    and  wisdom  for  which,  I  hope,  we  shall 

great  deal  of  crime,  but  not  of  the  ;;ravest  I  always  honour  him,  refused  to  give  way  to 

order,  not  nearly  so  grave  as  the  crime    that  pressure  ;  he  continued  to  administer 

of  1881  and  1882.     From  1887  to  1892  .  Ireland  under  the  ordinarv  law  ;  he  set 

the    Act  was  in  force,  although,  if  my  i  himself  to  the  better  policy  of  looking  into 

recollection  is  right,  one   or  two   of  its    the  economic  condition  of  the  country, 

provisions    were     dropped     before    the    endeavouring  to  benefit  her,  and  to  turn 

change   of    Government   in    1892.      In    the  minds  of  her  people  out  of  the  paths 

1892    there   was  a  change    of  Govern- 1  of  political   agitation  into  the  paths  of 

ment,  and  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mon-   industry.     He  was  strengthened  in  that 

trose  became   Chief  Secretary.    He  put  ,  work  by  a  former  Member  of  this  House, 

into  force  no  clauses  of  the  Act,  although  I  whom  this  very  ascendancy   Party  wiD 

he  was  pressed  week  after  week  by  the  |  not   allow    to    return,    and    to    whom 

landlord  party  to  put  the  Act  into  force,  i  Ireland  owes  a  deep  and  lasting  debt  of 

My    right    hon.    friend    preferred     the  '  gratitude — I  mean  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett. 

ordinary    law,    and    the    proclamations  i 


issued  by  the  })revioU8  Government  were 
revoked.  He  went  on,  during  the  three 
years  that  that  Government  was  in  ex- 
istence, without  resort  to  any  exceptional 
legislation,  and  the  condition  of  Ireland 
became  better  and  better,  crime  steadily 
diminished,  the  minds  of  the  people  be- 
came tranquilised,  and  the  idea  grew  in 
Ireland  that  a  change  had  come  about, 
and  that  idea  brought  about  a  change  in 
the  attitude  of  the  people  towards  the  law 
and  towards  the   British   Government. 


Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.) :  Then 
why  did  they  not  return  him  for 
Galway  ? 


xMr.   DILLON 
Nationalist. 


Because    he  is   not  a 


Mr.    BRYCE:    He  does    not   belong 
to  the    Nationalist    Party.      Does    the 


Then  a  change  of  Government  took  place  I  light  hon.  Gentleman  wish  that  he 
in  1896,  and  the  present  President  of  the  j  should  join  the  Nationalist  Party  ?  Is 
Board  of  Trade  came  into  oflSce  as  Chief  -  ^^^  right  hon.  G^entleman  so  bad  an 
Secretary  for   Ireland.    The  right  hon.  \  Irishman     that    he    does     not     admit 

r\     A,\  j-j      *      ,4.  •  *    r         *u  «^  1  that   a   man  may     be  anxious  for  the 

Gentleman  did  not  put  into  force  these  i^  ^^.      _ir  ,/     e    t    i^  j       -^.u     * 

^  , .  I  econo.mc    welfare    of    Ireland    without 

exceptional  powers.  Speaking  from  |  becoming  a  Nationalist  t  Does  he  not 
memory,  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  think  that  such  a  course  of  conduct, 
any  of  these  exceptional  powers  were  |  consistently  and  honestly  pursued,  is  the 
used  [Mr.  Gerald  Ba^foir  :  No.]  The  \  very  course  of  conduct  which  ought  to 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  during  |  receive   the    cordial   recognition    of   the 

Mr,  Bryce, 
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Unionist  Party  in  Ireland  1  The  right  | 
hoa  Gentleman  the  present  President  of  i 
the  Board  of  Trade  went  out  of  office  in  | 
1900,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
Chief  Secretary.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  would,  I  am  sure,  like  to 
walk  in  the  paths  of  his  predecessor. 
There  were  evident  signs  in  the  way  in 
which  he  presented  this  exceptionally 
and  unprecedentedly  weak  case  tonight 
that  he  was  not  acting  on  his  own  better 
jud^ent,  but  that  the  pressure  of  which 
we  nave  seen  and  heard  so  much  during 
the  last  few  months,  and  the  origin  of 
which  we  all  know,  had  at  last  proved 
too  strong  for  him. 

There  was  another  point  in  the  presen- 
tation of  his  case  which  stnick  me.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  show  how 
these  exceptional  powers  will  enable  him 
to  put  down  boycotting.  I  think  we  all 
agree  with  him  alwut  the  injury  boy- 
cotting does  ;  there  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  on  that  point.  It  is  one  of  the 
moet  difficult  offen  jes  to  de^il  with.  Some 
Members  will  doubtless  remeni})er  the 
historic  speech  delivered  by  the  present 
Prime  Minister  in  188.5,  in  which  he 
pointed  out  with  much  force  that  of  all 
offences  boycotting  was  the  most  im- 
palpable to  deal  with,  and  the  one  in 
which  it  was  hardest  to  single  out  a 
particular  perscm  for  indictment.  Those 
difficulties  have  not  disappeared  ;  they 
are  the  same  now  as  in  1885;  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  proposing  to 
put  into  force  these  provisions,  ought  to 
have  shown,  as  some  compensation  for 
the  unquestionable  evils  which  recDurse 
to  the  Act  will  bring  about,  that  there 
was  some  prospect  of  Imycotting  being 
put  down. 

There  was  also  another  admission  from 
bis  statement.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  going  to  use  Sections  3  and  4.  Section 
3  compels  the  High  Court  to  grant  a 
special  jury,  and  Section  4  is  the  section 
under  which  the  venue  may  be  changed. 
But  the  House  knows  perfectly  well  that 
boycotting  is  not  an  offence  which  is 
proceeded  against  by  way  either  of 
special  jury  or  of  changing  the  venue. 
It  is  proceeded  against  in  a  summary 
way.  Why,  then,  does  the  right  hon. 
Crentleman  propose  to  put  these  sections 
into  force  ?  He  offered  no  explanation. 
The  only  explanation  which  occurs  to  me 
iM  that,  as  these  two  sections  are  in- 
tended  to  deal   with   graver  crimes,  to 


enable  convictions  to  be  better  secure<l 
where  the  crime  is  one  of  darker  dye, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  contemplates 
a  recrudescence  of  more  serious  crime,  that 
he  thinks  the  result  of  the  campaign  he 
is  entering  upon  against  boycotting 
under  Section  2  will  be  to  induce  graver 
crimes  than  have,  happily,  lately  existed 
in  Ireland.  [**  No  !  '*]  I  hope  that  is  not 
his  belief ;  but,  if  not,  why  is  it  necessary 
to  put  into  force  these  two  sections,  which 
confessedly  are  useless  as  regards 
boycotting  ? 

I  have  no  wish  to  prolong  this  debate. 
I  will  not  remind  the  House  that  there 
is,  as  we  think,  a  better  way  of  dealing 
with  Irish  discontent,  that  the  true  way 
is  to  satisfy  the  feeling  in  Ireland,  to 
bring  about  tranquility  and  contentment, 
to  produce  social  order,  and  to  surround 
the  law  there  with  the  same  respect  and 
confidence  which  happily  obtains  in  this 
country.  The  way  to  do  that  is  not  by 
coercion,  but  by  extension  of  local  self- 
government.  That  topic  is  one  with 
which  the  House  is  perfectly  familiar ;  I 
will,  therefore,  say  only  one  word  in 
parting  with  it.  Would  it  not  have 
been  far  better,  even  if  you  are  not 
prepared  to  enter  upon  the  path  of 
extending — slowly  and  by  degrees,  if  you 
like-  the  powers  of  local  self-government, 
not  to  interfere  with  the  experiment  in 
self-government  which  you  made  by 
the  Act  of  four  years  ago,  but  to  bear 
for  a  little  longer  the  confessedly  slight 
evils  now  existing,  to  trust  a  little  more 
to  patience  and  the  operation  of  remedial 
measures  to  cure  the  ills  of  Ireland,  to 
endeavour  to  conciliate  Irish  tenants  by 
extending,  even  gradually,  the  system 
of  land  purchase,  than  to  launch  once 
more  into  this  vicious  circle  of  coercion 
-a  course  which  will  produce  more 
agitation,  more  crime,  and  more  trouble 
and  difficult V  for  Ireland  ?  These  are 
melancholy  days  in  the  history  of  this 

House  when  we  are  called  upon  either 
to  i>ass  Coercion  Acts  or  to  sanction 
their  re-enforcement.  These  are  melan- 
choly days,  b(^ause  they  have  no  hope 
for  the  future;  they  are  but  repeating 
the  course  which  England  has  unhappily 
followed  for  so  many  years ;  and  I  cannot 
but  fear  that  in  taking  the  course  the 
Government    are  adopting  today   they 
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are   laying  the  foundation  of  a  host  of    under  the  constitution  they  are  entitled 


new  troubles  for  Ireland  and   of  new 


to  exercise.    On  behalf  of  this  class  of 


difficulties  for  England.  the  population,  who,  in  my  opinion,  are 

'  as    worthy    of    the    sympathy   of   this 

I  House    and    the  consideration  of    the 

(11.17.)     Mr.    MACARTNEY:    As   I    Government  as  any  other  class,  I  desire 

h  ve  on  one  or  two  occasions  called  atten- '  to  express  my  satisfaction  that  the  Irish 

tion  to  the  condition  of  Ireland,  I  wish  i  Executive  have  at  last  awakened  to  their 


to  say  a  few  words  on  this  occasion,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  reviving  any  contro- 
versies that  I  have  had  with  the  Irish 
Government,  or  of  dwelling  on  the  fact 
that  the  action  they  have  now  taken  to  a 
large  extent  justifies  the  arguments  I 
have  brought  before  the  House,  but  for 


responsibilities,  and  are  now  prepared,  I 
hope,  to  give  the  people  the  additional 
protection  which  will  secure  to  them  the 
liberty  of  action  of  which  they  have  been 
deprived  for  so  many  months.  We  have 
heard  tonight  many  dismal  prophecies  of 
what  may   take   place  if    the   Govern- 


the  purpose  of  repudiating  the  insinua- 1  ment  persist  in  this  course.  Many  of  us 
tion  that  those  who  were  in  favour  of  i  heard  those  prophecies  fifteen  years  ago, 
seeing  the  full  protection  of  British  law  and  we  can  afi'ord  to  disregard  them, 
given  to    Irish    subjects    took   up  that    We    know    that    whenever    the    Irish 


position  on  behalf  of  one  special  class  of 
the  Irish  population.  I  have  never  based 
my    application    for  a   more    stringent 


Government  have  made  up  their 
minds  to  put  the  law  into  force 
and    to    ensure    that     justice    shoukl 


application  of  the  law  upon  the  landlords  |  be  doiie,  there  has  been  a  gradual  but 
question.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  situa-  steady  diminution  of  crime,  the  condition 
tion  is  not  complicated  by  the  landlords  of  Ireland  has  improved,  and  the  material 
question  in  any  part  of  Ireland  except  on  resources  of  the  country  have  been  in- 
one  particular  estate,  but  I  have  never  creased, 
used  the  Pe  Freyne  question  as  an  argu 
ment  in  favour  of  the   course  I   have 

urged  upon  the  Government.  I  have,  (1122.^  Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Green- 
always  spoken  on  behalf  of  those  who  ^ich) :  I  have  great  diffidence  in  interven- 
are  not  landlords— those  who  occupy  ,  '"g  '"  ^^^^  discussion,  and  I  do  so  only 
their  own  farms,  or  are  engaged,  either  because  the  subject-matter  appears  to  be 
as  labourers,  artisans,  or  shopkeepers,  in  '  ^^^  ^^  S^^\  gravity,  and  also  one  not  of 
the  West  and  South  of  Ireland,  the  great  '  S[^^  complexity,  but  of  such  simplicity 
majority  of  whom  do  not  belong  to  my  ,  ^^^  those  who  claim  no  special  acquaint- 
religion,  or  profess  my  political  faith.  '  »»1^J  ^[^^  I™^  ""^^'^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^™'.  ^"^ 
These  are  the  men  who  have  suffered  i  ^^^^^"^  presumption  express,  an  opinion 

from  the  condition  which  has  obtained  .  ^  ^\^  ""^  •  ?  .?%•  "''^  "^a^u. 

for  so  many  months  in  those  portions  of ,  introduced  into  this  discussion,  no  doubt 
T  1  J  m.  u  \M  u  r^  T?  *  '  cursonly,  but  which  nevertheless  seem  to 
Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  for  East  ^  6e  irrevelant  to  the  main  subject. 
Mayo  said  they  were  deservedly   boy- 1  p^^  ^^^^p,^   ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  J^y^ 

cotted.  j^^  eloquent  criticism   of  the  minority 

I  in   Ireland   from   the  hon.   and   learned 

•  Member    for    Waterford.      I     have    no 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  said  nothing  of  the  j  admiration   for   the  minority— for  what 

I'ind.  lis  called    the    "Ascendancy"  Party  in 

Ireland.      I   think   they  are  often   hys- 
terical, singularly   incapable  of    helping 


Mr.  MACARTNEY :  I  thought  it  was 
the  hon.  Member.  At  any  rate,  one  of 
his  collea^es  said  that  these  men  who 
were  suffe  ing  from  the  illegal  intimida- 


themselves,  and  singularly  unreason- 
able in  the  criticisms  they  make 
against  the  Government.  But  that 
really     is     not     the    point.      It    does 


tion  produced  generally  by  the  United   ^^^     ^^^^^^     ^j^^^^^^     ^^^      minority 
Irish  League  were  deservedly  boycotted,  i  .     t    i      i  1 1 

Why    are    they  deservedly   boycotted  1   '"^  ^^'^"^  ^^«  reasonable  or  unreason- 
Because  they   have  attempted  to  stand    able.   That  is  no  justification  for  break 
out  for  the  privileges  and  liberty  which    ing  the  law,  and  it  is   no  reason  why 
Mr.  Bi'yce, 
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the  Government  should  not  enforce  the  \  Lord  HUGH  CECIL  :  This  table 
law.  This  really  has  no  bearing  what-  shows  that,  so  far  from  its  being  true 
ever  upon  the  point,  which  is,  whether  that  the  policy  of  coercion  stimulates 
people,  under  the  existing  circumstances  ,  crime,  it  reduced  it  by  no  less  a  pro- 
of tne  case,  should  be  allowed  to  commit  portion  than  striking  off  four-fifths  of 
criminal  acts  or  not.  In  the  present  -  the  amount.  And  the  House  is  very 
controversy,  with  regard  to  Home  Rule,  |  well  aware  that  this  statistical  array, 
it  is,  at  any  rate,  certain  that  a  Home :  among  other  things,  induced  the  Com- 
Rule  Government  would  not  enforce  '  mission  to  find  that  no  other  cause  could 
the  law,  and,  therefore,  the  return  of '  be  properly  adduced  as  the  true  cause 
such  a  Government  would  mean  the  j  of  crime  except  the  agitation  of  the 
ascendancy  of  criminalitv.  We  ap  National  League.  VAhen  we  are  told, 
proach,  therefore,  what  is  really  a  simple  **0h,  you  are  going  back  to  your  old 
matter.  1  heard  with  amazement  the  coercion,"  that  is  saying  nothing  more 
doctrine  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  sensible  than  to  say  to  a  person  suff'er- 
for  Waterford,  that  experience  goes  to  ing  from  a  recurrent  malaria.  **  Oh,  you 
show  that  whenever  coercion,  as  he  are  going  back  to  your  old  quinine.*' 
calls  it,  was  adopted,  and  whenever  a  This  is  a  remedy  that  has  constantly 
certain  number  of  prominent  agitators  succeeded ;  and,  though  this  is  a  milder 
are  shut  up  in  prison,  then  crime  begins  *  attack  of  the  malady  than  before,  it 
to  be  prevalent,  and  the  forces  of  con-  bears  the  well-known  marks  of  the  old 
stitutional  authority  are  nullified.  I  disease,  and,  being  appUed  at  an  earlier 
believe  the  contrary  to  be  the  case,  stage,  we  have  every  confidence  that 
The  statistics,  I  think,  prove  quite  over-  it  will  have  even  happier  results, 
whelmingly  that  whenever  agitation  has 

been  allowed  a  free  hand,  crime  has  We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
tended  to  grow,  and  that,  whenever  this  evening  upon  this  subject,  but  let 
what  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  calls  me  ask  whether  the  House  really  carries 
coercion  has  been  adopted,  crime  has  in  its  mind  what  is  meant  by  boycotting, 
promptly  and  most  remarkably  dimin- 1  A  great  many  people  seem  to  think  that 
ished.  I  will  quote  from  the  table  of  boycotting  is  simply  an  exhibition  of 
statistics  which  was  presented  to  the  organised  opinion  by  legitimate  methods. 
Special  Commission.  [Nationalist  cries  and  that  a  boycotted  person  really  is 
of  **  Oh,  oh  I  "]  Hon.  ^Ieraber8  opposite  i  in  no  worse  position  than  an  unpopular 
seem  to  have  a  certain  criterion  of  person  must  always  be.  It  is  perfectly 
evidence.  Everything  that  tells  against  true  that  if  boycotting  amounted  to 
them  is  false,  and  everything  that  tells  nothing  more  than  unpopularity,  it 
in  their  favour  is  true.  This  table  of  would  be  a  very  diflScult  thing  to  put 
statistics,  which  I  am  about  to  quote,  ^^"^^^  ^"^  ^^  should,  in  fact,  have  often 
was  judicially  proved-[An  Hon.  Mem-   ^^«"^""^^^*^- 

BER :  So  was  Pigott's  letter.]  —  and,  .  [The  Noble  Lord  quoted  a  passage 
therefore,  is  deserving  of  attention,  from  the  Report  of  the  Special  Coin- 
This  table  shows  that  the  number  of  niission,  and  continued—] 
crimes  in  1888  were  only  301,  in  1S79  He  found  among  the  names  of  those 
they  were  863,  in  1880,  2,587.  and  in  ,  ^ho  were  convicted  in  this  passage  of 
1881,  when  the  Land  League  was  rising  ^^'^  surely  very  terrible  conspiracy,  the 
.  .  .o?     •  rrv^    name  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 

in  power,  there  were  4.439  crimes.  The  ^^^  Waterfoixl,  who,  nevertheless,  thinks 
result  was,  that  in  the  year  1882,  alter  jj,  ^^^  u^flt  ^^  come  down  to  the  House. 
the  passing  of  the  Coercion  Act  in  the  and,  himself  having  been  declared  guilty 
previous  year,  the  number  of  crimes  of  this  off'ence,  to  advise  the  House,  with 
fell  to  no  less  than  870.  ft"  *ir  of  statesmanlike   moderation,  on 

what  is  and  what  is  not  a  legitimate 

form    of  boycotting.      We  hear  a  good 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND:  That  result '  deal  of  the  suspension  of  juries,  and  the 

was  caused  by  the  passing  of  the  Land    interference  with  the   British  Constitu- 


Act  in  1881. 


tion.    Are  we  so  stupid  as  not  to  realise 
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that  all  Constitutions  have  for  their  i  aUow  the  speech  of  the  noUe  Lord  to  go 
object  one  supreme  purpose-the  happi-  without  some  obsenrations  from  the 
ness  of  the  governed  ?  If  it  appears  |  Nationalist  Benches.  If  there  was  any 
that  any  part  of  the  Constitution  is  no  !  thing  to  justify  the  position  which  his 
longer  the  minister  of  liberty,  but  the  colleagues  had  taken  up  upon  this  ques 
shelter  of  tyranny,  the  sooner  that  part  tion,  and  which  would  tend  to  intensify 
of  the  Constitution  is  suspended  or  set   the  feeUngs  of  disloyalty  in  the  hearts  of 


aside  the  better,  in  the  interests  of  the 
governed. 

I  was  astonished  at  Ustening  to  the 
use  of  the  word  "coercion."    It  is,  of 
course,  true  that  no  system  of  law  can 
be  altogether  without    an    element    of 
coercion.      No  one,  voluntarily,   is   put 
in   the  dock,  or  sent  to  prison,  or  the 
gallows,    or    to    penal    servitude.      An 
element  of  coercion  there  must  be.     But 
the  true   and  harmful  coercion  is  not 
that  which  is  exercised   in  the  Ught  of 
day,  and  before  a  responsible  tribunal. 
The  true  coercion,  against   which   the 
lovers  of  b'berty  ought  to  fight  as  long 
as  they  are  able,  is  the  coercion  which 
is  exercised  secretly,  and  without  a  sense 
of  responsibility,  in  the  tumult  of  popular 
passion,   and  at  the  incitement  of  un- 
scrupulous agitators.     If  there  are  any 
coercionists  in  this  House,  there  they  sit 
[pointing  to  the  Irish  Benches].    Theirs 
it  IS  to  play  the  part  of  oppressors,  and 
when  the  Government  intervene  and  set 
in  motion  a  form  of  criminal  procedure 
— and  it  is  no  more  than  that — under 
which  those  who  are  notoriously  guilty ; 
those  whose  guilt  it  is  hardly   thought 
worth  while  to  dispute,  may  be  brought 
to  the  justice  they  deserve,  they  are  the 
true  friends  of  liberty,  and  it  is  as  the 
friends  of  liberty,  that  the  great  majority 
of  this  House  will  support  the  Govern- 
raent  in  the  course  they  are  taking. 


the  Irish  people,  it  was  speeches  of  the 
character  as  that   to   which   they  had 
just  listened.     There  was  no  crime  in 
the  noble  Lord's  imagination  which* was 
too  foul  to  attribute  to  the  Irish  people, 
and  there  was  no  charge  made  against 
Ireland   which  he  was  not   willing   to 
accept.    The  noble  Lord  knew  nothing 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  yet  he  had 
only  just  stopped   short  of   the  result 
which   his   noble  father  offered  to  the 
Irish    people   in  not  designating  them 
as  Hottentots.     Irishmen  abhorred  crime 
just  as  much  as  the  noble  Lord,  and  the 
Irish    representatives    had    as    high    a 
character  amongst  their  own  people  as 
he  had,  and  when  they  returned  to  their 
constituencies    they  had    not   to  make 
false  promises  or  use  money  for  corrupt 
purposes,  in  order  to  get  returned.     He 
appealed  to  the  House  on  behalf  of  the 
millions  of  Irish  people  who  were  being 
driven  out  of  the  country  by  the  wretched 
policy  of  the  present  Government,  and 
by    this    wretched    policy    of   coei-cion 
which  had   been  entered  upon   by  the 
Chief  Secretary  with  as  light  a  heart 
as  any  of  his  predecessors. 


What  was  the  good  of  a  measure  like 

this,  which    was    intended    simply    to 

endeavour  to  protect  a  very  few  people 

who    were    boycotted?    This   Coercion 

Act    would   only   intensify    the   feehng 

I  of  bitterness    against    those  who  were 

boycotted,   and    those   hon.   Gentlemen 

(11.35.)    Mr.  HARRINGTON  (Dub-   opposite  who  had  any  influence   upon 

lin.   Harbour)  said  that  he  could   not  j  the  policy  of  the  Government  ouirht  ta 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil, 
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appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gtentlemen  not  character  and  standing  of  the  noble 
to  make  the  position  of  these  people  any  Lord.  That  is  what  lies  at  the  root  of 
more  unpleasant.  The  whole  mass  of  the  entire  evil.  It  is  the  fact  there  is 
the  people  would  detest  the  policy  not  one  touch  of  sympathy  in  their 
initiated  by  the  Irish  Government,  dealings  with  the  people  of  Ireland, 
The  noble  Lord  would  have  them  think  and  that  the  policy  of  right  hon. 
that  he  knew  the  history  of  their  country  Gentlemen  opposite  is  not  dominated  by 
better  than  they  did,  but  that  was  an  I  sympathy  and  kindness.  Those  who 
ignorant  assumption  which  had  left  >  have  been  through  the  mill  in  Ireland 
them  this  Irish  problem  as  an  heirloom.  I  know  something  of  the  conditions  of 
The  noble  Lord  gravely  announced  that !  the  country,  but  the  noble  Lord  seems 
the  diminution  of  crime  in  Ireland  in  to  think  that  he  knows  the  entire 
1882  was  due  to  the  Ooerc'on  Act.  thing  better  than  anybody  who  has 
Was  he  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  been  there.  The  Government  are  going 
t  hat  the  reason  for  that  diminution  was  « to  harass  and  coerce  the  people  in  every 
the  great  Land  Bill  passed  in  1881  1  way  they  can  devise.  I  make  the  noble 
Surely  the  noble  Lord  knew  the  greatest  Lord  a  present  of  all  he  can  gain  by 
Land  Act  ever  given  to  Ireland  was  this  coercion.  So  far  from  turning  the 
passed  in  1881.  Therefore  it  was  not  people  of  Ireland  from  the  pursuit  of 
coercion  but  the  operation  of  the  Land  :  their  legal  and  just  rights,  so  far  from 
Act  which  caused  the  diminution  of  suppressing  this  organisation,  coercion 
crime.  The  Irish  tenant  was  able  to  will  only  intensify  the  feelings  of  the 
go  into  the  land  court  to  have  the  people.  If  the  noble  Lord  enters 
rent  fixed  for  his  farm  under  the  into  that  with  a  light  spirit,  he  will 
Land  Act,  and  the  noble  Lord  had  '  find  sufficient  spirit  and  resolution  in 
evidently  forgotten  the  healing  effect  |  Ireland  to  despise  the  machinery  of 
of  the  operation  of  that  Act,  and  thought  coercion  of  which  he  is  now  enamoured, 
it   was   now   necessary   to    resort    to  a 


further  period  of  coercion.  All  I  can 
say  is  that  I  pity  the  English  people 
^n  'their  endeavour  to  settle  the  Irish 
question  if   their  cabinets  and  councils 


(11.43.)    Question  put. 


House    divided  :— Ayes,     148 ;    Noes, 


jwe   to   be  dominated   by   men    of    the  i  253.     (Division  List  No.  117.) 


AYES. 

Ahrahani,\VillUra{rork,N.E.)    Blake,  Edward 

Allan,  William  ((Gateshead)         Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

A llen,CharlesP.(i;l<mr.  Stroud     Bri^CK*  «l<>^»n 


Asher.  Alexander 
A^hton,  Thomas  (Jair 


Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
Bnrke,  E.  Haviland- 


\j*quith,IU.Hn.Herl>ertHenr>'     BurnB.  John 


Hayley,  Thomas  (Derhyshire) 


Caine,  William  Sprohton 


lieaomont,  Wentworth  ('.  B.    i  (^aldwell,  James 

Itell,  Richard  I  Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Black,  Alexander  William  Causton,  Kichanl  Kniglit 


("awley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  AlUton 
Cogan,  Denis  J. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
CromUie,  John  William 


DavicM,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
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Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Edwards,  Frank 
Enimott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Samuel T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fen  wick,  Charlc't 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Funiess,  Sir  Christopher 

<Tilhooly,  James 

Gl  idstone,KtHn.  Herbert  John 

lirey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 

(iriftith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Kichard  Burdon 
Hammond,  John 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(MerthyrTydvil 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  William(Camarv'on8hi'e 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennetiy,  Patrick  James 

Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis 
Leese.SirJosenliF.  (Accrington 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd  (Jeorge,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

Ma^Dormell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 


Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVe^gh,  Jeremiah 
M*Archur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Cann,  James 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Govern,  T. 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  John 
M'Killop.  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mans6eld,  Horace  Bendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morley,Rt.  Hn.  John(Montro8e 
Morton,  Edw.  J.  C.  (Devenport) 
Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Col.JohnP.(Galway,N. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Heniy 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nnssey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  ( WickloWjW. 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry.  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

0'Kelly,James(  Roscommon,N 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Palmer,  George  Wm.  (Reading 
Pautton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  J.  A,  (SalTron  Walden) 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
IMce,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea.  Russell 

Reckitt,  Harold  James 

lieddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Rigg,  Richard 


Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbi^hs) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,  RtHnC.  R.  (Northants 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal 

Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel(Carmarthen,  E. ) 
Thomas,  David  A  lfred(Merthy  r 
Thomao,F.  F>eeman-(  Hastings 
Thomas,  J  A  (Glamorj5an,Gower 
Thompson,  DrEC(Monagh'n,N 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Ctiarles  Philips 

Ure,  Alexander 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Wason,  Eugene(Clackmannan 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittakor,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid. ) 
Wood  house,  Sir  J  T(  Huddersfd 

Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Ates — 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Corrie  (Trant. 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood.Capt.SirAlexF. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Baeot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bauey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres.  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,RtHnG«raldW.(Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch- 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor 


Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,  Rt.  HnSirMichaelHicks 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood.  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Hennr 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grimth- 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  Goorge 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 


Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W(  Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  EveljTi  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Birm. 
Chaml)erlain,  J.  Au8ten(Worc. 
Chamberlayne,T.  (S'thampton 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
ChurchiU,  Winston  Spenoer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A,  E, 
CoRhill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir JohnCharlesReady 
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Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbitt,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cr^nborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Croflsley,  Sir  Saville 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Da  vies,Sir  Hora  tio  D.  ( Chatham 
Dickson,  Chariest  Scott 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Donghty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
I>uke,  Henr>'  Edward 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hn.SirWUliamHart 

Ecerton.  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 

Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailw^nEdward 
Fergus8on,Rt.  Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Fiolden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finlay,  Sir  Roliert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Philip8(  War  wick,S.  W. 

Oalloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibl»,Hn.A.G.H.(CitvofLond. 
<  io<l8on,Sir  Angus  tus^r«derick 
Oordon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naim 
Gore,Hn(;.R.r.Orm«iby.(Salop 
Gorst,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
iioHchen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goalding,  tMward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
(J ray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
G  reen,  W»ilf  ord  D(  Wedneslmry 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-  (Camlis) 
iirenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Gnest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Hain,  Edward 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
H»milton,RtHnLordG(\Iidd'x 
Hanulton,Marn.of(L'nd'nder'y 
Hanburv,  Rt.  Hon.  Roltert  Wm. 
Hare,  lliomas  I-^ei^h 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  CJeorge         ' 
Heath,ArtharHoward(Hanley  | 
Helder,  Auj;u«»tu« 
Henderson,  Alexander  | 

Hermon-Ho4l^e,RoliertTrotter  i 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
HoI»hou«e,  Henry  (Somerset, E. 
HopeJ.  F.  (Shemeld.BrighUide 
Hornby.  Sir  William  Henry 
Honlt,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 


Howard,  J  no.(  Ken  t,Faver8ham 
Hozier,  Hon.  J  ames  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  Greorge  Bickersteth 

Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Lawie? 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 

Kennawav,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kenyon,  James  (Lanes,  Bury) 
Kenyon-Slanev,Col.  W.  (Salop 
Keswick,  William 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  f**.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lecky,Rt.Hn.WilliamEdw.H. 
Lee,  Arthur  H.  ( Han  ts,  Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Le^ge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Le  veson-CJower,  Frederick  N .  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
l-iO<ler,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,(  ol. Charles W. (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Wal  ter(  Bristol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Luciis,(^ol.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucivs,  Re;?inald  J. (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
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Macartney,  RtHn.  W.G.Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool)  ! 
M'Calmont,ColH.L.R(Camb9.  I 
M'Cal  mont,  ( 'ol.  J.  ( Antrim,  E. ) 
M'lver,SirLewia(E«linburghW  | 
M'Killop,  JamesiStirlingsnire)  ' 
Malcolm,  Ian  i 

Martin,  Richard  Biddulph         | 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hu.W.F. 
Maxwell, VV^ J HiDumfriesshire  \ 
Mitchell,  William  , 

Moles  worth.  Sir  Lewis 
More,  Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  David  J  ( Wal  thamst' w 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fre<l(  Monm'thsh. ) 
Morton,  ArthurH.A.(l)eptford) 
Mount,  William  .\rthur 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,RtHnA.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray, Col.  Wyndhain  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 

Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Gilliert 
Parkes,  Ebeoezer 
PeaKe,HerlK»rtPike(  Darlington 
Penil)erton,  John  S.  G. 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
t  Pierpoint,  Roltert 


Pilk  ington,  Lient.-Col.  Richard 
Piatt- Hitfgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Rol)ert 
Pyra,  C.  Guy 

Randies,  John  S. 

Rankin,  Sir  James 

Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
'  Remnant,  James  Farqnharson 

Renwii^k,  (ieorge 
'  Richards,  Henry  Charles 
,  Ridley,  Hn.M.W.(Stely bridge 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
I  Robert**,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
I  Robertson,  Herliert(  Hackney) 

Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 

Round,  James 

Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 

Rutherford,  John 

Sackville.  Col.  S.  G.  Stopfonl- 
Sandys,  Lieut.  Col.  Thos  \fyles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  SirS.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  AbelH.(Hertford,Eaflt) 
Smith,HC(North'mb.Tyne8'de 
Smith,JamesParker(Lanarks.) 
Stanley ,  Hon  Arthur(0rm8kirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stewart,  SirMarkJ.M'Taggart 
Stirline-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Sturt.  Hon.  Humphrey  Napier 

Tall)ot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Take,  Su-  John  Batty 

Valcntii,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 

W^arr,  Agustus  Frederick 
Wason,  .J  ohn  Cathcart(  Orkney 
Webb,  Colonel  WilliamGeorge 
Welbv.Lt.-Col.  ACE  (Taunton 
Welby,  SirCharlesG.E.  (Notta 
Whiteley,H.(  Ashtonund.  Lyne 
WhitmoVe,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughbv  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson  A.Stanley(York,E.R, 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wihon-Todd,  Wm.  H.(Yorks) 
Wolff,  GusUv  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  G^rge 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major W.  H. 


Teixers  for  THi  Noes — 
Sir  WillUm  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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DAY  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  (IRELAND) 

BILL. 

''To  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
Day  Industrial  Schools  in  Ireland,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Harrington,  under  Stand- 
ing Order  31 ;  supported  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  and  Mr. 
Field;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  14th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  154]. 


WAYS  AND   MEANS   [15th  APRIL].— 

REPORT. 

Resolutions  reported — 

Loan, 

1.  '*That  towards  making  good  the 
supply  granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1903,  sums  not  exceeding 
£32,000,000  may  be  raised  by  means 
of  the  creation  of  2f  per  cent.  Con- 
solidated Stock  within  the  meaning  of 
The  National  Debt  (Conversion)  Act, 
1888 ;  and  that  any  annuities  forming 
stock  so  created  be  charged  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund. 

"  That  all  expenses  incurred  in  connec- 
tion with  raising  the  said  sums,  including 
any  additional  remuneration  to  the 
Banks^of  England  and  Ireland,  be  charged 
on  the  GonsoUdated  Fund.** 

Stamp  Duty  (Bills  of  Exchange). 

2.  That  on  and  after  the  ist  day  of 
July,  1902,  2d.  shall  be  substituted  for 
Id.  as  the  Stamp  Duty  on  bills  of 
exchange  payable  on  demand,  or  at 
sight,  or  on  presentation,  or  within 
three  days  after  date  or  sight." 

Continuance  of  Additional  Customs 

Duties. 

3.  *<That  the  additional  Customs 
Duties  on  tobacco,  beer,  and  spirits  im- 
posed by  Sections  2|  3,  4,  and  5  of  The 


Finance  Act,  1900  (including  any  in' 
creased  Duties  imposed  by  Section  5 
of  that  Act),  shall  continue  to  be 
charged  until  the  1st  day  of  Angoft 
1903." 

Continuance  of  Additional  Excise  Dcptt 
ON  Beer  and  Spirits. 

4.  ''  That  the  additional  Excise  Duties 
on  Beer  and  Spirits  imposed  by  Sections 
6  and  7  of  The  Finance  Act,  1900,  shtll 
continue  to  be  charged  until  the  let 
day  of  August,  1903." 

Amendment  of  Law. 

5.  ''That  it  is  expedient  to  pioloog 
the  term  of  certain  annuities,  and  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  National 
Debt,  the  Customs,  and  the  Inland 
Revenue." 

CusTOMB — Tea, 

6.  *•  That   the    Customs    Duty   now 

charged   on  Tea   shall  continue   to  be 

charged  until  the  first  day  of  August, 

nineteen  hundred  and  three  (that  is  to 

say)— 

Tea  the  pound  Sixpence.'' 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered,  upon  the  First  Resolu- 
tion,  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Dqmty 
Chairman,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 

LOAN  BILL. 
**  To  provide  for  raising  money  for 
the  service  of  the  year  ending  the  3 in 
day  of  March,  1903,"  presented  accord- 
ingly, and  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed-    [Bill  155.] 

Adjourned  at  five  minatee  alter 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Fndatj,  im  Apnl,  1902. 


Several  Lords  took  the  Oatli. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


FINEDON  URBAN  DISTRICT  BILU 

Read  2^  and  committed  for  Tuesday 
next. 

SWANSEA  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

ASHTON-UNDEB  LTNE     AND      DUKIN- 
^.      ,       ,   ^         ,     ,     '      FIELD  CORPORATIONS  (ALMA 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acqnamted  the  BRIDGE,  ETC.)  BILL  [h.l.] 

House.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  r*     ,  o.       j            j         i        .  .      i 

had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  ^^^  ^    ^^^   P^««^'  ^"^  «^°^  ^^  ^^^^ 

from    the   Examiners   that  the  further  ^^'^°^^^- 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — 

City  of  London  (Spitalfields  Market). 
Commercial  Gas 

Furness  Railway  (Steam  Vessels). 
Gloucestershire  Electric  Power. 
Great     Western     Railway     (Crumhn 

Viaduct). 
Great  Eastern  Railway. 
Higharn  Ferrers  and  Rushden  Water 

Board. 
Manchester  Corporation  Tramways. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  Electric  Supply. 

Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  not  been  complied  with : — 

Weardale  and  Shildon  District  Water 


ABERTILLERY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [h.l.1 

BRADFORD  CORPORATION   BILL  [H.L.J 

BRADFORD-ON-AVON    GAS    BILL  [h.l.], 

RHYMNEY  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

CONSETT  WATER  BILL  [h.l.], 

WEARDALE    AND    SHILDON    DISTRICT 
WATER  BILL  [h.l.], 

MARGATE  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL  [H.L.], 

SOUTH  -  EASTERN  AND  LONDON, 
CHATHAM,  AND  DOVER  RAILWAYS 
BILL  [U.L.], 

WIGAN  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 


Report  fromthe  Committeeof  Selection, 
[H.L.]  (Petition  for  additional  Pro-  j  That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed  to 
▼i^o")-  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee 

The  same  were  ordered   to  lie  on  the    f^'*  j'^^  consideration  of  the  said  Bills  ; 

(viz.), 

E.  Wharncliffe, 
L.  Belhaven  and  Stenton, 
L.  Lilford, 
L.  Massy, 

L.  Pirbiight  (Chairman) ; 
agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly:  ITie  Committee  to  meet 
on  Thursday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock  ; 
and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 
the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also 
counsel  for  the  Bills. 


-'/ 


Table. 

CHIGWELL.   LOUGHTON,   AND  WOOD- 
FORD  (iAS   BILL  [h.l], 

SWINDON   UNITED  GAS  BILL  [n.i.], 

DONEGAL  RAILWAY  BILL  [m.l  ], 

WATERFORD   AND  BISHOP  FOY 
ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  BILL  [h.l.], 

Reported,  with  Amendments. 

WADHURST  GAS  BILL, 
Reported,  with  an  Amendment 

NEWPORT  CORPORATION  BILL, 

Read  2*,  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittee to  bt*  proposed  hy  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

COBNWALL  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL, 
ERDINGTON  TRAMWAYS  BILL, 

READING  GAS  BILL, 
8HEPT0N  MALLET  GAS  BILL, 

Read  2%  and  committed. 

VOL  CVI.]         [Fourth  Series.] 


MANCHESTER   AND    LIVERPOOL 
ELECllilC  EXl'UESS  RAILWAY  BILL. 

W  EST  HAM  GAS  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  !•  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

CENTRAL  ARGENTINE  AND  ROSARIO 
RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments ;  The  said  Amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Z 
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LANCASHIRE    COUNTY    (LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS  BILL  [h.l.], 

BRISTOL  WATER  BILL  [h.l.], 

LONGWOOD  GAS  BILL  [h.l.], 

RICKMANSWORTH  GAS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

NORTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 

BILL  [H.L.] , 

BUXTON   URBAN  DISTRICT   COUNCIL 

BILL  [H.L.], 

NORTHUMBERLAND  ELECTRIC  TRAM- 
WAYS  BILL  [H.L.], 

TYNESIDE    TRAMWAYS    AND    TRAM- 
ROADS  BILL  [H.L.], 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE      CORPORA- 
TION  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.], 

Leave  given  to  the  Select  Committee 
not  to  sit  on  Monday  next  till  one  o'clock. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Code  of  regulations  for  day  schools; 
with  schedules  and  appendices  (1902). 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND). 

Return  of  the  population  and  valu- 
ation of  counties,  burghs,  and  parishes 
in  Scotland. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AND  PROCEDURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1887. 

Twenty-one  Proclamations,  dated  16th 
April,  1902,  applying  to  ceitain  of  the 
provisions  of  **The  Criminal  Law  and 
Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887,"  to  the 
counties,  county  boroughs,  and  rural 
And  urban  districts  of  Ireland  therein 
,  respectively  mentioned.  Laid  before 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
•ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


DIVORCE  BILL  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
divorce,  marriage,  and  legitimacy  ;  was 
presented  by  the  Earl  Eussell.  Read  1*, 
to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Thursday  the  Ist  of  May.     (No.  43.) 

LONDON  WATER  BILL. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  exempted  froia 
further  attendance  on  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Lord  de  Mauley  named 
of  the  Committee  in  his  place. 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived, 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL  [H.L.]. 

On  the  order  for  going  into  Committee 
on  this  Bill — 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FX)R  THE  COLONIES  (The  Earl 
of  Onslow)  :  I  notice  in  Clause  1  of  the 
Bill  a  provision  extending  the  measure 
to  the  self-governing  Colonies.  I  would 
point  out  that  it  would  be  a  new  depart- 
ure that  legislation  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament  should  be  made  to  apply  to 
these  Colonies  without  their  consent; 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  their  assent  has 
been  obtained  to  this  legislation.  There- 
fore, I  shall  have  to  ask  your  Lordships  to 
agree  to  an  Amendment  eliminating  the 
words  extending  the  application  of  the 
Bill  to  the  Colonies ;  but  I  will  consult 
the  noble  Lord's  convenience  as  to 
whether  I  shall  move  it  now  or  on  the 
Report  stage. 

*I^RD  MONKSWELL:  I  should  be 
obliged  to  the  noble  Earl  if  he  would  put 
off  his  Amendment  till  the  Report  stage ; 
but,  in  reply  to  what  he  has  said,  I  would 
explain  that  this  Bill  simply  contains 
clauses  from  the  Bill  of  1900,  which  was 
sent  to  the  Colonies,  and  to  which,  as  far 
as  I  know,  no  objection  was  raised.  My 
noble  friend  Viscount  Knuisford,  a 
former  Colonial  Secretary,  was  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  of 
1900,  and  entirely  approved  of  its 
provisions  being  applied  to  the  self- 
governing  Colonies.  Though  I  do  not 
care,  speaking  on  behalf  of  owners  of 
musical  copyright  in  this  country, 
whether  the  Amendment  is  carried  or 
not,  I  should  like  the  matter  to  stand 
over  to  the  Report  stage  in  order  that 
Lord  Knutslord  may  be  present.  At 
this  stage  I  do  not  propose  to  move  any 
Amendment,  but  I  shall  probably  sub- 
mit one  to  the  Standing  Committee  in 
regard  to  the  omission  of  a  sub-section 
giving  power  of  search. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  This  Bill  does  un- 
doubtedly  refer  to  what  I  may  call  the 
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internal  police  administration  of  the 
Colonies,  on  which  matters  the  Colonies 
-are  usually  permitted  to  legislate  for 
themselves.  I  think  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  to  make  such 
minute  administrative  arrangements  for 
the  Colonies  as  are  contained  in  the  Bill, 
-especially  as  they  had  not  been  con- 
sulted on  this  part  of  the  subject.  More- 
over, the  Bill  has  been  justified  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  in  this  country  that  the 
«vil  which  it  attempts  to  remedy  has 
arisea 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
•order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; and  re-committed  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee. 

MARINE  INSURANCE  BILL  [h.l.] 

On  the  Order  for  going  into  Com" 
niittee  on  this  Bill — 

The  earl  of  HALSBURY  said  to 
he  had  received  many  suggestions  in 
the  way  of  Amendments.  He  did  not 
intend  to  put  down  the  Bill  for  the 
Standing  Committee  until  a  considerable 
interval  had  elapsed,  probably  three 
weeks,  in  order  to  allow  those  interested 
to  consider  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  to  make 
Suggestions,  and  to  arrive  at  some  kind 
of  agreement,  for  unless  there  was  an 
agreement  the  Bill  would  have  difficulty 
in  passing  through  the  Houseof  Commons. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment; and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

MATRIMONIAL  CAUSES  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT  BILL  [h.l.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order);  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— PEACE 
NECiOTIATIONS. 

The  Eakl  of  CAMPERDOWN:  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess 
whether  he  can  give  the  House  any  in- 
formation with  reference  to  the  proceed- 
ings connected  with  the  Boer  delegates 
And  the  prospects  of  peace. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  LORD 
PRIVY  SEAL  (The  Marquess  of  Saus- 
buby):  We  have  this  morning  received 


some  intelligence,  but  it  is  not  of  a  very 
abundant  character.  Lord  Milner  and 
Lord  Kitchener  had  two  conferences 
with  the  Boer  delegates,  and  at  their 
request  Lord  Kitchener,  while  refusing 
an  armistice  on  military  grounds,  has 
agreed  to  give  facilities  for  the  election 
and  meeting  of  representatives  of  the 
various  commandos  to  consider  the 
position.  The  Boer  leaders  have  left 
Pretoria  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  not 
expected  that  communications  will  be 
resumed  in  less  than  three  weeks.  I 
have  nothing  else  to  add. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  Five  o'clock,  to  Mon- 
day next,  a  quarter  past  Four 
o'dock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  ISth  Jpnl,  1902. 


The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 
MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


KENT  WATER  BILL  [BY  ORDER]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  Amendments 
made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

LONDON  SCHOOL  BOARD  (SUPER- 
ANNUATION) BILL  [BY  ORDER.] 

As  amended,  considered. 

(3.10.)  MR.ERNESTGRAY(WestHam, 
N.)in  moving  the  Amendment  standing  in 
his  name,  said  it  was  designed  to  give  to 
certain  officers  of  the  London  School 
Board  the  benefits  of  the  proposed  Act, 
which,  without,  they  would  not  have 
secured.  It  made  provision,  however, 
that  these  officers  should  not  be  in  re- 
ceipt of  pensions  from  two  public  sources 
at  the  same  time,  as  they  would  have  to 
forego  the  advantages  of  the  Teachers' 
Superannuation  Act  if  they  obtained  the 
privileges  of  the  Bill  before  the  House. 
The  reason  why  the  Amendment  was 
put  down  on  the  consideration  stage,  in- 
stead of  being  discussed  when  the  Bill 
was     in    Committee,     was    this  —  An 
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Amendment  with  the  same  object  was 
brought  forward  in  Committee,  but  the 
representatives  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion were  unable  to  approve  of  the  words 
proposed,  and  the  Deputy  Chairman 
suggested  that  the  Amendment  should 
be  submitted  in  the  Committee  stage  in 
another  place.  Between  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  from  the  Committee  to  another 
place,  however,  a  form  of  words  had  been 
agreed  upon  and  accepted  by  the  Board 
of  Education  and  the  London  School 
Board,  and,  that  being  the  case,  it  seemed 
desirable  to  put  the  Amendment  in  at 
that  stage  rather  than  in  Committee 
elsewhere,  since  the  latter  course  would 
have  necessitated  a  further  stage  of  the 
Bill.  He  wished,  in  moving  the  Amend- 
ment, to  express  his  indebtedness  to 
the  Deputy  Chairman  of  Committees  for 
the  courtesy  he  had  shown  in  accepting 
the  Amendment  and  for  the  assistance 
he  had  given  throughout. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  Clause  2,  page  7,  line  19,  after  the  word 
*  Fund,'  to  add  the  words  *  Provided  that  any 
certificate  i  teacher  who,  at  the  date  of  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  is  serving  in  the  capacity 
of  inspector  or  superintendent  under  the  School 
Boanl  and  is  a  contributor  to  the  Officers* 
Fund,  or  who  shall  hereafter,  by  special  reso- 
lution of  the  School  Bo  trd,  be  allowed  to  con- 
tribute to  such  Fund,  shall  be  included  in  the 
term  **  Officer."  Provided  also  that  the  service 
of  such  inspector  or  superintendent  shall  not 
be  "  recorded  service  "  under  Section  1  (6)  of 
The  Elementary  Teachers*  Superannuation 
Act,  1898.*  "—(Mr.  Ernest  Gray.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  of  WAYS 
AND  MEANS  (Mr.  Jeffreys,  Hampshire, 
N.)  explained  that  he  had  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  proposal  when  it  was 
made  in  Committee,  but  when  at  that 
time  the  same  or  a  similar  clause  was 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Camber  well,  he  did  not  care  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  putting  into  an 
unopposed  measure  a  clause  which  had 
not  the  expressed  consent  of  the  London 
School  Board.  That  consent  could  not 
be  at  once  obtained,  because  the  School 
Board  was  in  recess,  and  it  was  only 
yesterday  that  the  proposition  received 
the  formal  authority  of  the  Board.  Now 
that  that  authority  had  been  received, 
he,  of  course,  withdrew  all  opposition, 
which  had  been  dictated  by  no  hostility 
to  the  Amendment  on  its  merits. 


Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) 
said  he  was  very  glad  to  have  heard  the 
remarks  of  the  Deputy  Chairman.  There 
had  been  no  opportunity  when  the  Bill 
was  upstairs  to  get  the  Amendment 
formally  authorised  by  the  School  Board, 
and  the  Deputy  Chairman  very  properly 
said  he  could  not  agree  to  it  under  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  flower  (Bradford,  W.)  said 
that,  as  another  member  of  the  School 
Board,  he  also  was  glad  that  the  Amend- 
ment had  now  received  the  assent  of  the 
Deputy  Chairman. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

HAMILTON  GAS  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2). 

Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
relating  to  Acton,  Biggleswade  (Rural)^ 
Dorchester,  Durham  (Rural),  East 
Barnet  Valley,  Pontypridd,  Richmond 
(Surrey),  Watford  (Rural),  and  Wor- 
cester, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Grant  Lawson  and  Mr.  Walter  Long. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3). 

Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
relating  to  Atherton,  Burnley,  St. 
Helens,  Tottenham,  and**  Wallasey, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant 
Lawson  and  Mr.  Walter  Long. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

"To  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
relating  to  Acton,  Biggleswade  (Rural), 
Dorchester,  Durham  (Rural),  East 
Barnet  Valley,  Pontypridd,  Richmond 
(Surrey),  Watford  (Rural),  and  Wor- 
cester,*' presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  hm 
printed  [Billl56.] 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

"To     confirm      certain      Provisional 
Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
relating    to     Atherton,     Burnley,     St. 
Helens,      Tottenham,     and     Wallasey," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;    to  ,     ... 
be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  i  ^"'*' 
for   Private   Bills,   and   to    be    printed.  ! 
IBiUlS?.] 


BIRMINGHAM  ASSAY  OFFICE  BILL 

[Lords]. 

PLYMOUTH,  DEVONPORT,  AND  SOUTH- 
WESTERN  JUNCTION  RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lordh]. 

Read  the  first  time,   and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of   Petitions  for  Private 


PETITIONS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  G). 

Mb.  Bill  reported  from  Group  G  of 
Private  Bills,  That  the  Master  of  Eli- 
bank,  one  of  the  members  of  the  said 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL. 


Committee,  was  not  present  during  the  |  f*^^jl„,^!  the  Examiners  of   Petitions 
fitting  of  the  Committee  this  day 


Petition      for     additional     provision, 
Eerred  to  the  ] 
for  Private  Bills. 


Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  G). 

Mr,  Bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  G  of  Private  Bills, 
That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties, 
they  ha^l  adjourned  till  Wednesday,  23rd 
April,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  H). 

fSiR  Robert  Gunter  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  H  of  Private 
Bills,  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned 
till  Tuesday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of 
the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
**  An  Act  to  confer  further  powers  on 
the  Birmingham  Assay  Office  in  relation 
to  the  application  of  their  funds  and 
otherwise."  Birmingham  As -ay  Office 
Bill  [Lords]. 

And  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
for  constituting  the  Bere,  Alston,  and  i 
Calstock  Light  Railway  and  a  portion  | 
of  the  East  Cornwall  Mineral  Railway  j 
a  separate  undertaking ;  and  for  other  | 
purposes."  Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  i 
^uth  Western  Junction  Railway  Bill  ^ 
(Lords].  I 


EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 

BILL. 

Petition  from  Levenshulme,  for  altera- 
tion; to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FRESHWATER  FISH  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Kirkcaldy,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HARBOUR  OF  REFUG^i  AT  CLOVELLY 
(NORTH  DEVON). 

Petitions  for  establishment:  From 
Appledore ;  Bideford ;  Clovelly  and 
Bucks ;  and  Braunton  ;  lo  Ue  upon  the 
Table. 

ICE  CREAM  SHOPS  (SCOTLAND). 
Petition   from   Kirkcaldy,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Burn  Cross ; 
Neath  and  Dulais ;  Cambers  ell ;  and 
Southend  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PLUMBERS  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Norwich,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
» 
RATINCi  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petition  from  West  Penwith,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  IJQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Brighouse 
and  Grays  ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 
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SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  15th  April,  1902,  declaring  that 
Thomas  Judd,  Artificer,  War  Depart- 
ment, was  appointed  without  a  Civil 
Service  Certificate  through  inadvertence 
on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  his  Depart- 
ment [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CRIMINAL     LAW     AND     PROCEDURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1887  (PROCLAMATION). 

Copies  pre*»ented,  of  twenty-one 
Proclamations,  dated  16th  April,  1902, 
applying  certain  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Cfriminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act,  1887  to  the  counties,  county 
boroughs,and  rural  and  urban  districts 
of  Ireland  therein  respectively  mentioned 
[by  Act] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 


South  Afirica-Martial  Law— Bight  of 
Public  Meeting. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire,. 
Mansfield) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  members- 
of  the  South  African  League  are  under 
martial  law  in  South  Africa  and  allowed 
to  hold  public  meetings,  while  their 
political  opponents  are  denied  thifr 
right. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
answer  this  Question.  Members  of  the 
South  African  League  are  not  treated 
differently  from  other  persons  in  respect 
of  the  application  of  martial  law.  The^ 
question  of  permission  to  hold  meetings 
rests  with  the  administrator  of  the  area 
concerned. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND).      |      Mr.     MARKHAM:    The    right    hon. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  the  |  Gentleman  has  not  answered  my^ 
Poptdation  and  Valuation  of  Counties, :  Question  as  to  whether  theie  persona 
Burghs,  and  Parishes  in  Scotland  [by  »re  entitled  to  hold  meetings,  and  are 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  '  holding  meetings. 


FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Nineteenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland, 
being  for  the  year  1901,  Part  II, 
Salmon  Fisheries  [by  Command  | ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

GOLD  COAST. 

Copy    presented,     of   Correspondence 
relating  to    Ashanti,    1901    [by    Com- , 
mand] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

I 
BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (CODE  1902). 

Copy  presented,  of  Code  of  Regulations 
for  Dav  Schools,  with  Schedules  and 
Appendices,  by  the  Board  of  Education 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CONSULAR  APPOINTMENTS.  i 

Address  for  '*  Return  of  the  names, 
ages,  and  previous  employment,  if  any,  ; 
of  persons  appointed  for  the  first  time  to 
the  salaried  Consular  Service  during  the  \ 
past  five  years."— (J/r.  Norman.) 


Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  have  said  that 
they  are  in  no  different  position  from 
that  of  other  persons  as  to  the  holding 
of  public  meetings,  the  sanctioning  of 
which  rests  with  the  administrator. 

Detention  of  British  Suld^cts  in  SoutlL 

Afhca* 

Mr.  MARKHAM  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  lor  War  whether  any 
British  subject  againstiwhom  no  criminal 
charge  has  been  made  has,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Cartwright,  been 
refused  permission  by  the  military 
authorities  in  South  Africa  tj  return  to 
this  country. 

Mr.  brodrick  :  I  have  no  infor- 
mation  on  this  Question  except  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  Mr.  Leepoldt,  who  waa 
also  connected  with  the  Sovih  African 
Nexrs,  and  who  was  for  a  time  refused 
permission  to  leave  South  Africa. 

The  "Johannesburg Star." 

Mr.  MARKHAM :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  gave  instructions  that  certain 
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articles  from  the  Jolmnneshurg  Star, 
enclosed  in  Lord  Milner's  despatch  to 
him  of  26th  April,  1899,  should  not  be 
published,  and  why  in  this  particular 
instance  these  articles  were  not  published 
but  merely  ref  rred  to  on  page  232  of  C. 
9345  as  not  reprinted;  whether  Lord 
Milner*8  cable  despatch  of  5th  May,  1899, 
was  pirt  taken  from  the  above  articles, 
in  particular  the  paragraph  alleging 
that  the  Uitlanders  were  helots  under 
Boer  rule. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  articles  were  not 
considered  of  sufficient  public  interest 
to  print  in  full.  The  answer  to  the 
second  Question  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  MARKHAM:  If  they  were  not 
edited  by  him,  his  Department  is  respon- 
sible, and  I  would  ask  who  gave  in- 
structions that  they  should  not  be 
publisKed  1  It  is  a  matter  of  great 
interest. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  hon. 
Member  asked  me  whether  I  gave 
instructions.  No,  I  did  not.  I  do  not 
rtrad  all  the  articles  that  come  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  I  gave  no  personal 
instruction  in  the  matter.  The  revising 
of  articles,  papers,  and  despatches  for 
publication  is  done,  in  the  first  instance, 
in  the  office  by  permanent  officials. 

Mr.  MARKHAM :  I  will  put  a  further 
Question,  whether  the  despatch  con- 
tained part  of  an  article  written  by 
Mr.  Monypenny. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No,  Sir;  I 
have  already  answered  that  in  the 
negative. 

Bemonnt  Porehases  in  the  United  States 

and  Canada. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  state 
the  names  of  those  who  obtained  con- 
tracts for  Army  horses  m  Texas,  Wyom- 
ing, and  Montana,  U.S.A.,  and  also  why 
no  opportunity  ot  tendering  for  these 
contracts  was  afforded  to  dealers  n 
Western  Canada,  which  district  has  been 


visited  upon  one  occasion  only  by  a  re- 
mount purchasing  Committee,  whose 
visit  was  limited  to  a  period  of  three 
months  only,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  War  in  South  Africa. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  No  contracts 
<ire  given  for  horses  in  Texas,  Wyom  ng, 
and  Montana,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  from  whom  horses 
were  bought  in  those  states.  The  pur- 
chasing operations  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  are  quite  separate.  I  have 
already  explained  to  the  House  the 
arrangements  made  for  purchasing 
horses  in  Western  Canada. 

Captain  NORTON :  Does  the  noble 
Lord  deny  that  there  were  large  con- 
tracts for  horses  in  Texas,  Wyoming, 
and  Montana? 

Lord  STANLEY  :  There  were  no  con- 
tracts at  all.  We  have  purchasing  officers 
there  to  buy,  but  not  by  contract. 

Captain  NORTON:  And  these  officers 
give  instructions  to  dealers  to  supply 
them  with  horses  1 

Lord  STANLEY ;  I  do  not  know 
what  arrangements  they  make.  As  far 
as  I  know,  they  make  absolutely  no  con- 
tracts ;  but,  of  course,  they  employ  people 
to  gather  horses  for  their  inspection  and 
selection. 

Captain  NORTON:  WiU  the  noble 
Lord  undertake  to  say  that  like  facilities 
will  be  given  to  the  farmers  in  Western 
Canada? 

Lord  STANLEY:  Exactly  the  same 
faciUties  are  given  in  Western  Canada^ 
mutatis  mutandis,  as  are  given  in  America. 

Transport—The  "  Manila." 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelmsford)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  P. 
and  O.  steamship  **  Manila  "  sailed  on 
9th  April  with  troopi  for  the  Cape  ;  that 
her  cirrying  capacity  is  900  men  ;  that 
1,100  men  were  sent  down  to  the  docks ; 
and  that  she  ultimately  sailed  with  800 
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men   and    of¥i(*ers;  and    will    he    state 
who  is  responsible  for  the  troops  sent  in 


the  Standard  Bank  of  South  Africa,  he  haa 
had  his  attention  called  to  the  statements 


excess.  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 

j  in     reference     to     these    transactions ; 

Mr.     BRODRICK  :      My    hon.     and  !  whether,  in  particular,  he  has  seen  the 

gallant  friend  appears  to  be  misinformed.  \  statement  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 

Only  800  men  were  sent  to  the  ship,  and  I  General    on  pages  54   and  222   of  the 

that  number  embarked.  '  Army   Appropriation   Accounts  to   the 

I  effect  that    the   total    net  loss   on  the 
Imperial  Yeomen  in  Home  Employment.  ,  transactions  of  the  Treasury  Chest  Fund 
Mr.    WINSTON  CHURCHILL   (Old- 1  for    the  year    1900-1901    amounted    to 


ham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  how  many  Imperial 
Yeomanry  enlisted  at  5s.  a  day  for  service 
in  South  Africa  are  now  employed  at 
home. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  cannot  say  pre- 
cisely how  many  are  so  employed  without 
calling  for  Returns,  for  which  there  is 


£303,813  9s.  Id.,  and  the  proportion 
thereof  for  the  provision  of  funds  for 
Army  service  to  £261,839  3s.  9d.; 
Whether  any,  and  if  so  what,  portion 
of  this  sum  of  £261,839  3s.  9d.  is  to  be 
added  to  the  £87,000  already  mentioned 
as  the  total  charge  for  banking  transac- 
tions in  South  Africa  during  the  year 
1900-1901  ;    what  portion  thereof   was 


no  apparent  necessity.  paid  during  that  year  to  the  Standard 

Bank  of  South  Africa  in  addition  to  the 

Income  Tax  on  Officers*  Pay.  £87,000;  and    what  is   the  total  sum 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee):   I  beg  to  actually  paid  to  that   bank  in  respect  of 

ask    the    Secretary    of    State  for    War  these  services  up  to  the  end  of  November 

whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  1901. 

deductions  on  account    of  income   tax 


are  made  from  the  pay  of  young  officers 
newly  '  joined    the    service    in    South 


The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER(Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol,  W.): 


Africa,  such  deductions  are  duly  notified  j  did  not  say  that  the  sum  of  £87,000 
to  them,  with  an  intimation  that  they  represented  the  total  charge  for  banking 
are  recoverable  when  the  total  income  transactions  for  the  supply  of  funds  and 
is  under  £160;  and  whether  Colonial  movement  of  specie  up  country  in  South 
allowances  are  chargeable  with  income  Africa  from  the  outbreak  of  the  war  to 
tax  in  this  country.  I  the  end  of  November,   1901,  but  that  it 

I  represented  transactions  involving  the 
Lord  STANLEY  :  Income  duty  is  not  movement  of  specie  up  country,  and 
levied  on  the  pay  of  young  officers  whose  the  consequent  heavy  insurances  in  time 
pay  does  not  exceed  the  amount  of  £160  of  war.  During  the  same  period,  money 
per  annum.  It  is  levied,  temporarily,  ^as  being  provided  for  the  Treasury 
subject  to  rebate,  in  the  few  cases  where  Chests  at  Cap.  town  and  Pietermarit*- 
thepay  is  drawn  in  South  Africa  and  on  ,  burg  by  the  Standard  Bank  of  South 
Colonial  allowance  which  is  issued  in  ,  Africa  at  the  expense  of  the  Treasury 
the  Colonies.  Arrangements  have  been  |  Chest  Fund.  The  Bank  s  remuneration 
already  made  for  ensuring  rebate  and  and  its  expenses  in  connection  with  this 
special  instructions  have  been  sent  to  the  service  were,  as  I  also  ^tated.  covered  by 
Cheif  Paymaster  in  South  Africa.  the  discount  allowed  on  the  purchase  of 

Treasury  Chest  bills,  the  rate  of  discount 
South  AMcan  Banking  Transactions.  being  at  fir.<t  1  per  cent.,  reduced  subse- 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  quently  to  \  per  cent.  The  total 
Regis) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr  Chancellor  of  discount  received  by  the  Standard  Bank 
the  Exchequer  whether,  in  view  of  his  up  to  the  30th  November  1901  amounted 
statement  that  the  total  charge  for  to  £395,750  in  respect  of  bills  amount- 
banking  transactions  for  the  supply  of  ing  in  the  aggregate  to  £47,400,000. 
funds  and  movement  of  specie  up  The  sum  of  £261,839  3s.  9d.  is  the  pro- 
country  amounted,  up  to  the  end  of  portion  of  the  total  cost  of  Treasury 
November,  1901,  to  £87,000,  and  that  Chest  transactions  in  the  year  1900- 
the  bulk  thereof  was  presumably  paid  to    1901  which  is  estimated  to  have    been 
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•caused  by  transactions  on  Army  Account.  I  Mr  BRODRICK  :  I  must  refer  the 
It  is  made  up  of  £213,500,  the  cost  of  hon.  Member  to  my  reply  to  him  on 
raising  money  for  Army  servi.^es  in  South  Friday  last,  in  which  I  stated  that  in- 
Africa,  and  £48,339  3s.  9d.  incurred  structions  will  be  issued  for  a  kilt  of 
for  Army  services  in  China  and  at  other  j  khaki  or  some  invisible  colour  for  wear 
stations.      The  total   payments   to  the    on  active  service. 


Standard  Bank  consisted  of  the  discount, 
£395,750  paid  from  the  Treasury  Chest 
Fund,  besides  the  greater  portion  of  the 


Mr.  weir  :    May  I  ask  what  was  the 
date  of  the  regulation  to  that  effect  1 


£87,uOO  paid  from  Army  Votes.  ,      ..     t»t^^t^t>t/^tj^     t  .v     i     .u     l 

'  '^  '      Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  think   the   hon. 

xr     nr  xrxTxT  /^    i   r^      xt  v     r    •  Member  is    going  into   this   matter  in 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co..  N.):  Is  it  not  ^^^  jg^aU.      I  really  cannot  give 

a  fact  that  Sir  C.  W.  tremantle.  a  near  ^^e  exact  date. 

relative  of   the    Secretary    of   State   for 

War,  and  Lord  Wei  by.  a  near  relative  of  y^^  WEIR  :  It  is   a  very  important 

the  Under  Secretary,  are  directors  of  the  Question 

^Standard  Bank  ] 

Officers  and  the  New  Uniform. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  That  is,  I ,  ,  Captain  NORTON  :  1  beg  to  ask  the 
think,  a  grossly  unfounded  insinu-  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  it 
-ation.  Neither  of  these  Gentlemen  has  ^s  been  brought  to  his  notice  that  many 
anything  to  do  with  His  Majesty's  young  officers  with  small  private  means 
Oovemment,  and  Lord  Welby  is  well  serving  in  India  are  obliged  to  borrow 
known  as  a  strong  political  opponent.         ^^^^7  ^rom  native  bankers  at  high  rates 

I  of  interest  in  order  to  provide  themselves 

Transvaal  Loan  of  1892.  ^'^^  ^^^^  adcUtional  kit  required  in  that 

AAAuovwkt  ijuAu  wx  country ;  and  whether,    with   the  view 

Mr.   weir   (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I ,  of  preventing  a  larger  number  of  officers 

beg  to  ask  Mr.   Chancellor  of   the  Ex-  from  being  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 

-chequer,     seeing      that    His     Majesty's  i\^[q  practice  in  order  to  provide  them- 

Government  have  paid  the  coupons  on  selves  with  the  new  uniform  on  account 

the  Transvaal  Five  per  Cent.    Loan  of  ^,f  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  them 

1892,   which    became    due   on   the    1st  by  commanding  officers,  he  will  consider 

January,  1901,  and  the  1st  July,  19ul,  the  advisability  of  issuing  a  definite  order 

will    he    explain     why     His     Majesty's  ^^  ^^e  effect  that  a  certain  number  of 

Government   have   not    authorised    t^ie  years   may   elapse   before  an  officer  at 

payment  of  the  coupon   falling  due  on  present  serving  is  compelled  to  purchase 

the  1st  July.  19-0.  ^he  new  uniform. 

*SiR  M  HICKS  BEACH  :  His  Majestvs  .  ^1«-  BRODRICK :  I  have  no  informa- 

Government  assumed    responsibiUty  for  ^[^^^  as  regards  the  fi^«\P^^^;^P»V„^ 

the  payment  of  the  coupon  as  from  the  ^^^e  matter  does  not  ^PP^^.^*';,^^  ^^^^J^^^ 

<late   of    the  annexatio'of   the  Trans-  Department.     As    regards    the    second 

vaal.      Accordingly,    the    first    coupon    f^^^.f/P^  «""^.   PT'^^t^t'^pt  ^^  Ju 
for      which     they"^    made      themselves  ,  forbidden  by  a  circular  letter  sen    t^^^ 

answerable  was  that  falling  due  on  the    f  rn^'^^fTf  'TT       \l£j1^\{ 
1st    January.    1901.      All   bondholder       ^^l^' ^^^^^^  '^^*Tn  !!^^^^^ 
taking     payment    of    the    coupons    for    furnish  me  with  an  v  instances  in  which 

1901  agreed  to  surrender  coupons  falling  «^<^»^  T>ressuTe  has  been  exercised. 

<lue  prior  to  that  date.  Volunteer  Service  Dress. 

Mr.       xMANSFlELD       (Lincolnshire, 

The  Kilt  in  Scottish  Regiments.  Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 

MR.WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  Sute  for    War,    whether    commanding 

of   State  fur  War  if  he  will  state   the  officers  of  Volunteers  will  be  permitted 

date    when    the    new    regulation    was  to  clothe  Volunteer  recruits   with    the 

iasued  for  the  change  and  colour  of   the  new  service  dress,  and  still  retain  the  old 

kilt  for  Highland  regiments  on  active  pattern   for  the  trained  men  until  it  is 

service.  worn  out. 
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Lord  STANLEY ;  Yes,  if  application  '  Tenders  for  the  repair  of  the  "  Diadem '' 
is  duly  made  through  the  general  oflScer  have  not  been  asked  for,  but  will  be 
commanding.  invited  as  soon  as  the  list  of  the  principal 

I  items  of  the  work  has  been  received  at 

War  Office  Contractors  and  their         the  Admiralty.     Owing  to  the  pressure 

Workmen.  |  ^f  o^her  important  work  at  the  dock- 

Mr.     NANNETTI    (Dublin,    College   yards,  it   is  proposed  to  carry  out  the 
Green) :    I    beg    to    ask    the  Financial    general  repairs  to  the  hull,  machinerj,. 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office,  with  refer-    and  fittings  of  the  ship  by  contract, 
ence  to  the  wages  paid  by  the  contractors 

for  the  recent  periodical  painting  at  the  j     Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN :  Is  the  hon- 
Tower  of  London,  whether  he  can  state    Gentleman's  reply  to  be  considered  aa 
how  many  of  the  men  employed  by  the  !  engineering  reply  to  the  Question? 
contractor  on  this  particular  work  were 

found  to  be  receiving  less  than  the  current       ^R.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  do  not 
rate  of  wages,  and  what  proportion  they    ^now    what   kind    of    reply    the    hon. 
bore  to  the  total  number  employed  m    Gentleman  requires.     My  answer  ^ves. 
their   respective   trades  ;    whether   the  |  ^j^^  facts, 
condition  as  to  the  wages  to  be  paid  in  | 

each    trade   are   clearly  set  out   in  the       ^^    WILLIAM    ALLAN:    This  is  a 
terms  of  the   contract ;   and   whether,  important    question,   and  as    the 

S,  I«i!!*^7  .i°  **''"  contr«*or8  »ctK>n    ^J  Gentleman  told  me  yesterday  that 
uSTa-     ■  ^?  ^\T       ^?  contact.    ^,    ^^^  ^       j,^  j^  be  repaired,  will 
and  his  dismissal  of  the  men  for  claiming    ^^  \       ^^     ^  ^^^^   have   been   takea 
the  enforcement  of  the  Resolution  of  this    j^^^  ^^^J^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^1^^  ^^^^  ^ 
House,  he  will  consider  the  advisability 

of  removing  this  firm  from  the  list  of  i      ^,       .  ^^r^^  ^^  x^^T^nm^x^     n^     . 
War  Department  contractors.  MR-  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  The  hon 

Gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken.     I   told 

Lord  STANLEY  :  I  have  no  informa- 1  him  yesterday  that  the  repairs  to  the 

tion  to  enable   me  to  leply  to  the  first  casings  were  only  a  part  of  the  general 

part  of  the  Question.     As  regards  the  ^^^  of  the  ship, 
second  part,  the  contract  contains  the 

usual  condition  as  to  payment  of  current  Slavery  in  Zanzibar, 
rate  of  wages.     As  regards  the  last  para-  Mr.     THOMAS    BAYLEY     (Derby- 
graph,    I   have   nothing  to  add  to  the  shire,  Chesterfield) :    I  beg  to   ask  the 
reply  I  gave   the  hon.  Member  on  the  Under    Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
6th  March. t  Affairs  if  in  the  territory  leased  to  His 

Majesey's  Government  by  the  Sultan  of 

H.M.S.  "Diadem*— Bepain.  Zanzibar,   in   the  ten  mile  coast   strip 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) :  called    the    SulUns    Dominions,    and 

I  beg  to  aak  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir-  administered    by   British    officials,    the 

alty  whether  he  will  explain  why  tenders  aforesaid  British  officials  are  administer- 

for  the  repairs  to  H.M.S.  "  Diadem  "  are  ing  the   law*  which    acknowledges  the 

asked  for,   seeing    that   these  are  only  legal  status  of  slavery  ;  and,  if  so,  what 

boiler  casings ;  and   why  this    work  is  steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  view  of  the 

not  done  by  the  dockyard  engineering  law  of  this  country  against  the  recogni- 

staff.  tion  of  slavery. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR-  The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 

ALTY   (Mr.    Arnold-Forster,   Belfast,  poR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Loid  Crak- 

W.) :  As  I  informed  the   hon.   Member  ^^^^^^    Rochester) :    The    conduct    of 

yesterday,  the  repairs  to  the  boiler  cases  BritUh  oflScials  with  reganl  to  slavery  in 

of  the  I*  Diadem  "  are  only  a  part  of  the  ^.j^^  ^^  ^ji^  Qt^p   \^   governed  by  the 

general  refit  of  the  ship  after  three  and  a  telegraphic    instructions  sent  to  Sir  A. 

half  years  service.    Such  a  refit  is  effected  Hardinge  on  February  1 1th.  1899,  which 

m  the  case  of  every  ship  in  the  Service^  ^^^    published     in    the    Pariiamentary 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  civ.,  583.  Paper,  Africa,  No.  8  (1899). 
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New  Badcet  Proposals— Daty  on  Oiain-  |  B,  originallj  assessed  in  England  in  the 
•Sib  CHARLES   DILKE  (Gloucester-   year   1900-1901,  was  about  £205,000. 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.    About  £35,000  has  since  been  remitted. 
Chancellor  of   the   Exchequer  whether   The  total  collected  was  about  £170,000. 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 

that   the   duty   on  rice   was  repealed, ,         Daty  on  "Ttanperance"  Drinks, 
together  with  that  on  dates,  nuts  and       j,^      CORRIE    GRANT    (Warwick- 
many  other  articles,  m  1860;  and  was  I  3^      jj     j,  ).   j  ^      ^  ^^  \^^  chan- 
pot  a  portion  o  the  gram  dutv  amended   ^^,^^  ^f  the  Exchequer  whether  he  will 
in  form  in  18t.4  and  repealed  in  1869 ;  j  ^^^^^  ,^  ^^^^  ^^^;;^    if  j^^j      ^^^ 

and  whether  on  any  previous  occasion    ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  temperance 

so-called  locust  beans,  being  the  fruit  of  ^^^^^  have  been  charged  with  Juty,  as- 
the  carob  tree,  have  been  included  as  containing  over  2  per  cent,  of  proof 
gram  m  taxation.  ^pj^i^       8  i-  f 

*SlR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  The  duty  on  | 
rice  in  grain  was  abolished  in  1860.  But  •Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  There  is  no- 
rice  dust  and  meal  were  included  in  the  '  law  which  enables  the  Board  of  Inland 
Budgets  of  1860  and  1864  at  the  rate  of  Revenue  to  charge  duty  upon  so-called 
4jd.  per  cwt.  This  latter  duty  was  temperance  drinks  if  they  are  found  to 
abolished  in  1869.  Locust  beans  were,  |  contain  more  than  2  per  cent,  of  proof 
until  a  few  years  ago,  included  under  ,  sprit.  But  during  the  last  three  years, 
the  heading  "  Beans,"  and  as  such  I  proceedings  have  been  instituted  in  136- 
were  taxable  under  the  old  registration  ,  cases,  in  which  a  penalty  had  been  in- 
duties  of  1860  and  1864.  '  cur  red  by  the  sale  of  such  drinks  with- 

I  out  licence. 
Daty  on  Gorn. 
Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver- '       Savings  1UTik«>  Funds  CommittM. 
pool.   Exchange) :     I    beg   to    ask  Mr.       j^£^  CHANGING  (Northamptonshire- 
ChanceUor  of  the   Exchequer  whether,  \j^y^  ^eg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
m  the  case  of  wheat  which  is  imported    Exchequer  whether   he  is    aware  that 
for   milling  and   re-export    as  flour,   a   the  Select  Committee  on  Savings  Banks- 
drawb«:k  will  be  allowed  on  the  export   ^^^^    ^^   appointed,    consists  prepon- 
of  the  flour  equal  to  the  duty  incurred   jerantly     of     representatives     of     the- 
on  the  import  of  the  wheat.  j  Treasury  and  of  banking  and  capitalist 

•a.»  AC  uTniro  TjftriLT  i*  •  »  •  interests;  and  whether,  having  regard 
♦Sir  M  hicks  BEACH :  It  is  not  m  ^^  ^^^  {^^^  ^^^  the  inquiry  will  affect, 
contemplation  to  allow  a  drawback  on  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  j^^^^^^  ^^^J^^ty  of  deposits, 
the  export  of  flour  mil  ed  from  imported  ^^^  j^^^^  „f  opportunity  of  invest- 
duty  Pa'd  wheat.  It  was  not  allowed  ^^„j  ^f  ^j^rifty  working  people,  he  will, 
when  the  duty  existed  before.  I  do  not  ^^  ^^^  ^^  two  representotivw  of  labour 
see  how  such  flour  could  be  distinguished  ,„  ^^^  Committee 
from  flour  made  from  wheat  which  had 
not  paid  duty.  i 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  No,  Sir.  I  da 
Income  Tax  Statistics.  not  consider  that  there  is  any  such  pre- 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.)— for  ponderance  on  the  Committee  as  thfr 
Mr.  O'Mara  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I  beg  to  Question  suggests.  I  am  the  only  re- 
ask  Mr.  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  '  presentative  of  the  Treasury,  past  or 
whether  he  can  state  what  total  amount  ^  present,  from  either  side — and  there  are 
of  income  tax  was  originally  assessed  in  at  least  five  gentlemen  on  the  Committee 
England  under  Schedule  B  in  the  year  with  practical  experience  in  connection 
1900-1901,  what  sum  was  since  remitted,  with  Savings  Banks,  which  gives  them  a 
and  the  total  in  all  collected  under  this  special  knowledge  of  the  habits  and 
Schedule.  desires  of  thrifty  working  ptonle,  and 

who  are  as  much  entitled  as  anv   one 
♦Sir  M.  hicks   BEACH  :   The  total   else  to  be  described  as  representatives  ot 
amount  of  income  tax  under  Schedule  ,  labour. 
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Mr.  CHANNING  :  Does  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  think  this  is  a  question 
on  which  the  advice  of  labour  representa- 
tives is  specially  required  1 

♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  have  said 
that  I  think  representatives  of  labour 
are  already  on  the  Committee. 

Delay  in  Lighthouse  Beliefs. 
Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Co.,  W.):  I 
heg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  tothe  fact  that  the  steamer  due  with 
reliefs  at  the  F  istnet,  Bull,  Skelligs,  and 
Fearagh  Lighthouses  on  the  1 5th  March 
-did  not  arrive  until  the  25th»  and  on 
the  1st  of  this  month  until  the  6th, 
though  the  weather  was  favourable  for 
earlier  calls  ;  and  whether  he  will  see 
that  in  future,  when  possible,  the  steamer 
will  call  punctually  in  order  to  afford  a 
supply  of  fresh  provisions  to  the  light- 
Iceepers  employed  on  these  lighthouses. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Oentral) :  No,  Sir,  my  attention  has  not 
been  called  to  the  matter,  which  is,  how- 
ever, purely  a  matter  for  the  Irish  Lights 
Commissioners.  I  am  informed  by  them 
that  the  dates  mentioned  are,  roughly 
speaking,  correct,  and  that  the  reliefs  of 
the  stations  named  are  carried  out  as 
near  the  1st  and  15th  of  the  month 
as  circumstances  permit. 

Meat  Carriage  between  Liverpool   and 

London. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  an 
Arrangement  exists  between  the  carrying 
•corporations  and  the  Birkenhead  Customs 
authority  that  consignments  of  foreign 
meat  over  a  certain  weight,  conveyed  by 
special  train  to  London,  are  carried  at  the 
rate  of  25s.  per  ton,  and  that  a  rate 
of  50s.  per  ton  is  charged  for  the 
«ame  service  upon  native  meat  consigned 
to  London  per  ordinary  goods  train 
•outside  the  Birkenhead  Customs  area ; 
whether  he  will  mike  inquiry  and 
amend  thi ;  preferential  rate  to  foreign 
produce. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALR:)UR:  No,  Sir; 
I  am  aware  of  no  such  arrangement. 


The  hon.  Member  may  perhaps  remember 
that  in  answer  to  a  Question  put  by  him 
in  1 897  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Home 
Secretary  stated  that  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company  had 
informed  him  that  the  rate  for  the 
carriage  of  meat  from  Liverpool  to 
London  by  goods  train  was  25s.  a  ton 
for  a  minimum  weight  of  three  tons, 
and  40s.  a  ton  for  smaller  quantities 
above  three  cwt.,  and  that  these  rates 
were  charged  irrespective  of  the  source 
of  origin  of  the  meat.  As  I  have  on 
previous  occasions  informed  the  hon. 
Member,  I  shall  be  glad  to  make  inquiry 
into  any  specific  cases  of  unfair  treatment 
alleged  on  the  part  of  persons  receiving 
or  sending  or  desiring  to  send  goods  by 
railway. 

Mr.  field  :  If  I  furnish  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  with  facts  on  this 
question,  will  he  make  inquiry  ] 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  must 
have  specific  cases  before  I  can  inquire. 

Mr.  FIELD:  I  propose  to  furnish 
them. 

The  Coronation  —  £ri>enditare  by  Local 

Authorities. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire,Spald. 
ing):  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  the  Order 
he  proposes  to  issue  sanctioning  expendi- 
ture by  local  authorities  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Coronation  will  also  include 
expenditure  by  Parish  Councils ;  and,  if 
so,  how  much  in  the  pound  may  be 
levied  by  them. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  As  I  stated  last 
week.  Parish  Councils  will  be  included 
in  the  Order  referred  to.  With  regard 
to  the  second  point,  the  Order  will 
sanction  only  the  reasonable  expenses  of 
a  Parish  Council  in  the  matter.  There 
will  be  no  special  provision  as  to  the 
amount  they  may  expend  for  the  purpose. 
Section  2  of  the  Ix)cal  Government  Act, 
1894,  however,  directs  that  a  Parish 
Council  shall  not.  without  the  consent  of 
a  Parish  Meeting,  incur  expenses  which 
will  involve  a  rate  exceeding  3d.  in  the 
pound,  and  that  the  sum  raided  for  their 
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expenses  in  any  year  shall  not  exceed  a 
sum  equal  to  a  rate  of  6d.  in  the  pound 
on  the  rateable  value  of  the  parish. 
This  section  will  not  be  affected  oy  the 
Order.  I  may  add  that  the  Order  will 
not  legalise  any  expenditure  on  the  part 
of  the  local  authorities  to  which  it 
refers.  It  will  only  prevent  the  disallow- 
ance by  the  district  auditor  of  any 
reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  them  in 
this  matter. 


Multiplication  of  Telegraph  Poles. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  (Kent, 
Tunbridge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  in- 
con  vience  caused  in  countrv  districts  by 
the  multiplication  of  telegraph  and 
telephone  poles  along  the  ruads,  whereby 
both  traffic  is  impeded  and  the  scenery 
disfigured;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
there  are  already  in  some  places  two 
sets  of  poles,  belonging  to  the  Post 
Office  telegraphs  and  a  telephone 
authority  respectively,  and  that  these 
poles  often  carry  few  wires,  and  that  in 
some  places  a  third  set  of  poles  will 
probably  be  erected  by  a  competing 
authority ;  and  whether,  in  such  cases, 
the  Post  Office  would  allow  the  various 
telephone  authorities  to  place  their 
wires  on  their  poles  on  rental  terms,  and 
when  the  existing  poles  are  not  strong 
enou/;h  would  undertake  to  erect  poles 
sufficiently  strong  to  carry  the  various 
sets  of  wires. 


The  secretary  to  theTREASURY 
(Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcester- 
shire, E) :  The  Postmaster  General  does 
not  think  tliat  the  cases  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  are  numerous,  or 
that  the  poles  in  such  cases  have  been 
erected  in  such  a  manner  as  to  impede 
the  traffic.  He  is,  however,  very 
desirous  of  meeting  the  wishes  of  local 
authorities  as  far  as  practicable,  and  he 
would   be   prepared  to  consider  in  any 

Carticular  case  the  question  of  allowing 
is  licensees  to  rent  wires  erected  on 
Post  Office  poles.  It  would  not,  he 
thinks,  be  desirable  that  telephone 
authorities  should  bo  allowed  to  place 
their  own  wires  on  Post  Office  poles. 


National   Gallenr -Loans  to  Provincial 

Galleries. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  (Yorkshire,  W.R.. 
Rotherham):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether  (there^ 
are  numbers  of  Turner  drawings  stowed 
away  in  boxes  at  the  National  Gallery ; 
and.,  if  so,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to 
have  them  distributed  amongst  other 
picture  galleries. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  r 
Perhaps  I  may  answer  this  Question. 
Besides  the  drawings  exhibited  at  the 
National  Gallery,  and  the  collections 
which  are  lent  to  galleries  in  the 
provinces,  there  are  eleven  tin  boxes 
containing  rough  sketch  notes  chiefly  in 
pencil,  on  leaves  of  small  pocket  books. 
But  the  contents  of  these  boxes  have 
been  repeatedly  sifted,  and  everything  at 
all  fitted  for  exhibition  selected  from 
them. 


Ventilation  of  the  House. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire. 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  whether  he  can  inform  the- 
House  of  the  result  of  the  recent 
examination  of  its  air ;  and  whether  he 
will  apply  the  same  scientific  test  to  the 
atmosphere  of  other  public  buildings, 
such  as  the  Central  Criminal  Court  and 
the  British  Museum  Library. 

The  first  COxMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  The  tests  of  the  air  in 
this  chamber  show  a  very  good  result  as 
regards  the  amount  of  carFonic  acid, 
which  was  only  5.2  volumes  in  10,000 — 
very  little  in  excess  of  the  quantity 
usually  met  with  in  the  air  of  cities 
and  far  less  than  what  is  generally 
present  in  places  of  assembly.  The 
bacteriological  test  revealed  an  undue 
number  of  micro-organisms,  but  none  of 
them  are  found  to  be  disease  producing. 
The  full  reports  of  Dr.  Thorpe,  the 
Principal  of  the  Government  Laboratory, 
will  be  laid  before  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  ventilation  of  the  House ;  and  I 
propose  that  further  experiments  shall 
be  made  in  order  to  discover  the  cause  of 
the  presence  of  so  many  microbes,  with 
a  view  to  taking  suitable  measures  of 
improvement.     I  will  consider  the  hon. 
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Member's  suggestion  as  to  other  Govern- 
ment buildings,  but  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  is  not  in  any  way  under  my  control. 

Trees  near  Westminster  Abbey. 
MR.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) : 
J  beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  he  will  state  by  whose 
authority  the  branches  of  the  trees 
between  Westminster  Abbey  and  St. 
Margaret's  Church  have  been  lopped, 
and  why  the  trees  have  been  so  disfigured 
-and  injured.  ^  .^._^  ^,  ^  ^m^fity^ 


Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  The  tree 
xjutting  has  not  been  done  by  my  orders, 
and  I  have  no  authority  over  this  site, 
which  is  the  churchyard  of  St.  Margaret's. 

Mr.  COGHILL:  Can  the  right  hon. 
<7entleman  tell  us  who  are  the  authorities 
who  have  power  to  cut  down  the  trees  1 

Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS  :  I  wUl  make 
inquiry,  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires. 

Evening  School  Beffulations. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  he  can  explain  why  the  Regula- 
tions for  Evening  Schools,  which  have 
recently  been  presented  to  Parliament, 
and  which  supersede  those  set  out  in  the 
Minute  of  3rd  July,  1901,  do  not  contain 
the  words  **  presented  to  Parliament 
pursuant  to  33  and  34  Vic,  c.  75,  s. 
^7,'*  and  **  to  lie  upon  the  Tables  of  both 
Houses  for  one  month,"  which  were 
-endorsed  on  the  original  Regulations. 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  John  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University)  :  Because  such  words  are 
not,  in  the  opinitn  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
-cation,  applicable  to  the  Regulations. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA  :  Does  the  Board 
of  Education  intend  in  future  to  issue 
Regulations  of  this  character  without 
submitting  them  to  Parliament  1 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  The  only  Regula- 
tions which  need  by  statute  be  laid  on 
the  Table  are  those  which  apply  to  public 
elementary  schools. 


Dr.  MACNAMARA :  But  have  these 
Regulations  been  laid  1 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  Yes. 

London  Evening  SchoolB. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of    the    Treasury    whether 
!  Clause   18  (1)   of  the    Education   Bill, 
I  excluding  all   evening  schools  from  the 
j  operation  of  the  Elementary  Education 
Acts,    and     Clause    18    (2)    excluding 
I  scholars  over  fifteen  years  of  age  from 
the  operation  of  the  Elementary  Educa- 
tion Acts,  will  apply  to  London  if  the 
Bill  becomes  law. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Highland  Deer  Forests. 
Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasurv  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  deer  forest  area  in  the 
Highland  crofting  counties  is  being 
extended ;  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Royal  Commission  (Highlands  and 
Islands.  1892)  scheduled  1,782,785  acres 
of  land  as  suitable  for  occupation  by  the 
people,  will  he  state  when  he  proposes 
to  introduce  the  legislation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness- 
shire) :  I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask 
why  no  legislation  has  been  introduced 
this  session  dealing  with  the  deer  forests 
and  other  lands  referred  to  by  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  Commission,  1892. 

♦Mr  BIGNOLD  (Wick  Burghs) :  Before 
those  Questions  are  answered,  I  wish 
to  ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  aware  that  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion on  Deer  Forests  in  the  Highlands 
and  Islands  reported  that  for  thirty 
years,  throughout  the  whole  of  Scotlanc^ 
there  was  but  one  single  case  of  the 
eviction  of  a  human  being  for  the  purpose 
of  extending  deer  forests. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  believe  what 
my  hon.  friend  has  said  is  a  statement  of 
the  fact.  As  regards  the  Question  on 
the  Paper,  I  have  to  say  that,  if  deer 
forests  in  the  Highlands  have  been 
extended  at  all,  that  extension  has  not 
been  on  any  great  scale,  and  in  no  case 


653 


Qiiesfums, 


{18  April  1902} 


Questions, 


654 


at  the  cost  of  the  [crofter  population. 
I  do  not,  theref  re.  under  the  circum- 
stances, propose  to  bring  i  legislation 
before  the  House. 

Mr  weir  :  In  consequence  of  this 
unsatisfactory  reply,  and  the  apparent 
want  of  knowledge  shown  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  I  shall  put  another 
<jue8tion  to  him  and  furnish  him  with 
facts. 

Mail  Service  to  Shetland. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen.  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  hold  out  hopes  that  some 
action  will  be  taken  to  introduce  into 
the  mail  service  between  Shetland  and 
Aberdeen  those  improvements,  or  some 
of  them,  which  were  pressed  upon  him 
in  the  memorial  from  Shetland  recently 
presented  to  him  from  the  County 
-Council  of  Shetland  and  the  Town 
Council  of  Lerwick. 

Mr.      AUSTEN     CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 
Perhaps  I  may  answer  this.     According  i 
to  the  last  accounts  which  were  taken,  | 
there  was  such  a  heavy  loss  on  the  postal 
service  to  the  Shetland  Islands  that  no 
additional   expenditure  for   the  sake  of ' 
affording  improved  postal  facilities  could  I 
be  justified.     On  receipt  of  the  renewed  ; 
representations  from  the  inhabitants,  it 
was  thought   desirable   to    have    fresh ' 
accounts,  and  instructions  were  accord- 
ingly given  for  these  to   be  kept.    The 
Postmaster  General     will     inform      the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  of  the  result. 

Pablic  Fishing  Bights  in  Orkney. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  the 
temporary  lease  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  of  certain  sea  fishings 
in  Orkney  confers  on  the  lessees  absolute 
power  of  prohibiting  the  public  from 
exercising  rights  and  privileges  which  it 
is  claimed  that  the  pubUc  have  always 
-enjoyed. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  No, 
Sir.  There  are  only  two  such  leases,  and 
in  each  case  the  lessee  has  given  an 
undertaking  to  grant  permits  to  all  boru't 
Jide  fishermen  with  rod  and  line.  I  must 
not  be  understood  to  express  any  opinion 
^A  to  the  legality  or  otherwise  of  the 
rights  claimed  for  the  public. 


Trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth. 

Mh.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  is  aware  that  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  trawlers,  which  are  in 
the  habit  of  fishing  in  the  Moray  Firth 
under  a  foreign  flag,  are  the  actual  pro- 
perty of  Grimsby  trawl  owners,  and  that 
several  vessels  which  formerly  sailed 
under  the  Grimsby  and  North  Sea  Steam 
Trawling  Company  are  now  registered 
at  Brevig,  and  sail  under  the  name  of 
the  Zodiac  St.eam  Fishing  Company; 
and  will  he  say  whether  the  Govern- 
ment  proposes  to  take  any  steps  to  pre- 
vent this  action  by  Grimsby  trawl 
owners. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Graham 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  informed  that  eight  trawlers 
owned  by  the  Grimsby  and  North  Sea 
Steam  Trawling  Company  and  six 
trawlers  owned  by  the  Metropolitan 
Steam  Fishing  Company  were  transferred 
to  the  Norwegian  flag,  and  that  the 
former  are  now  registered  at  Brevig 
under  the  name  of  the  Zodiac  Steam 
Fishing  Company  ;  but  he  is  not  aware 
whether  these  vessels  are  the  actual 
property  of  Grimsby  trawl  owners.  It  is 
understood  that  steps  are  being  taken  by 
the  Norwegian  Government  to  test  the 
hoiu\  Jides  of  such  transfers.  No  present 
action  on  the  point  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  is  contemplated  by  His 
Majesty's  Government. 

i     Mr.    CATHCART    WASON:     Is   it 
\  beyond  the  scope  of  possibility  to  secure 
that  trawling  shall  be   absolutely  pro- 
hibited in  these  waters  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:      Order,    order! 

That  is  a  general  Question  which  does 

not  arise  out  of  the  Question   on   the 
Paper. 

Irish  Pork  Trade  with  Glasgow. 
Mr.  cog  an  (Wicklow,  E.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Municipal  Corporation  of 
Glasgow  has  under  consideration  a  series 
of  by-laws  dealing  with  the  examination 
of  all  fresh  meat  and  meat  surface-salted 
only  ;  that  certain  fixed  stations  are  to 
be  appointed  for  this  purpose,  with  the 
object,  so  far  as  pork  is  concerned  of 
ascertaining  whether  it  is  infected  with 
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trichinse ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
quantities  of  Irish  pork,  amounting  to 
about  100  tons  weekly,  are  im- 
ported into  Glasgow,  and  that  there  is 
no  case  on  record  of  Irish  pork  being  so 
infected ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
effect  that  these  by-laws,  if  passed 
in  their  present  form,  would  have  on  the 
Irish  pork  trade  with  Gla>'gow,  he  will 
see  that  they  contain  a  provision  exempt- 
ing Irish  pork  from  their  operation 
before  they  are  confirmed  by  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland. 

Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  is  informed  that 
the  Corporation  of  Glasgow  have  for 
some  time  past  had  under  consideration 
the  question  of  making  by-laws  for  the 
inspection  of  meat  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  33  of  the  Glasgow  Police 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  and  that  it  is 
proposed  to  appoint  fixed  stations  for  the 
examination  of  carcases,  meat,  and  flesh 
brought  into  the  city,  but  that  it  is  not 
intended  to  make  special  provision  for 
the  inspection  of  imported  pork  in  the 
manner  suggested.  The  by-laws,  if  and 
when  they  are  adopted  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, will,  however,  have  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  for  his 
sanction  in  terms  of  the  statute,  and 
any  representations  will  be  fully  con- 
sidered before  the  by-laws  are  confirmed. 

Fair  Bents  in  Kerry. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  will  explain  why  the  tenants  on  the 
estate  of  Wren  and  Stokes,  North  Kerry, 
in  Chancery  since  1883  (Record  No.  25  : 
Receiver,  John  E.  Harris  ;  Landed  Es- 
tates Court),  are  not  allowed  to  purchase 
their  holdings,  or  enter  the  Land  Courts 
to  have  fair  rents  fixed,  owing  to  leases 
which  they  were  obliged  to  take  by  the 
Court;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
some  are  obliged  by  the  receiver  to  hold 
their  land  under  the  eleven  months 
grazing  system. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  FOR  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  This 
estate  is  being  administered  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  No  proceedings  for  its 
sale  are  pending.  The  persons  referred 
to  as  tenants  are  not,  and  never  were. 


tenants,  but  merely  persons  who  hold 
und^er  agistment  or  grazing  contracts, 
which  they  have  renewed.  They  were 
not  required  to  sign  such  contracts. 

Mu.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  May  I 
ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  aw ai e  that  these  men  had  held  their 
farms  till  1891,  when  they  were  evicted  ; 
that  then  they  were  kept  on  as  care- 
takers tor  three  years,  after  which  they 
were  compelled  to  sign  contracts  as 
eleven  months  graziers,  and  that  some 
who  refused  to  to  so  were  proceeded 
against. 

Mr.  wyndham  :  I  am  not  aware 
of  that,  but  it  does  not  affect  anything 
I  have  said  in  my  answer. 

De  Ereyne  Estate— Oonduct  of  Police  at 

Eyictions. 

♦  Mr.  O^DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  ta 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is^ 
aware  that  on  the  2nd  instant,  while 
the  eviction  of  James  Tansey,  of  Gur- 
teen,  County  Sligo,  on  the  De  Freyne 
estate,  wa^  proceeding,  the  furniture 
of  Tansey  was  thrown  out  on  the  road 
and  broken  by  the  bailiffs,  and  a  trunk 
containing  private  letters  was  opened 
and  examined  by  the  police,  and  most 
of  its  contents  carried  away  by  them» 
and  whether  such  action  has  the 
sanction  of  the  Irish  Government ;  and 
will  he  take  steps  to  have  these  docu- 
ments returned  to  Tansey. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  District  In- 
spec  or  of  Constabulary  and  the  Sub- 
Sheriff  remonstrated  with  the  baiUffs 
for  roughly  handling  the  furniture. 
The  statement  that  the  police  opened 
a  trunk,  examined  and  carried  away  its 
contents,  is  without  a  particle  of  founda- 
tion. 

♦  Mr.  O^DOWD  :  May  I  inform  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  am  in 
a  position  to  prove  the  accuracy  of  the 
statements  contained    in    the   question. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  cannot  argue  the  matter 
now. 

Land  Sales  on  the  Darcy  Estate. 
Mr.    0*D0WD:    I   beg    to    ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
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of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
negotiationi  are  at  present  in  progress 
for  the  sale  to  the  tenants  of  portion  of 
the  Drocastle  estate,  situated  in  the 
barony  of  Costello,  County  Mayo;  and 
will  he  explain  why  the  remaining 
portion  of  this  estate  is  excluded  from 
the  scheme  of  purchase. 

Mr-  WYNDHAM:  Negotiations  are 
in  progress  for  the  sale  of  lands  on  the 
Darcy  estate.  Whether  these  lands 
oomprise  the  whole  or  part  only  of  the 
estate  mentioned  in  the  Question,  I 
cannot  say.  But,  in  any  case,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  explain  why  certain  lands  are 
not  to  be  sold. 


Poyntz  Pass  National  School 

Mr.  PATRICK  O  BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education 
have  received  any  complaints  about  the 
teaching  of  the  Poyntz  Pass  (No.  1) 
NationiQ  School;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  number  of  the  children  have  been 
withdrawn  by  their  parents  from  that 
school ;  whether  he  can  explain  why  the 
school  has  not  been  examined  this  year 
by  the  Government  Inspector ;  whether 
he  will  state  the  nature  of  the  in- 
spector's report  of  the  last  examination, 
and  when  it  was  held,  and  also  the 
cause  of  the  disorganisation  of  this 
school,  and  the  nature  of  the  complaints 
made  regarding  it;  and  whether  the 
Commissioners  will  take  any,  and,  if 
so,  what  steps  to  make  the  school  effi- 
cient. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  reply  to  the 
first  two  queries  is  in  the  s^rmative. 
The  date  for  holding  the  annual  exam- 
ination of  the  school  has  been  changed 
from  January  to  April,  owing  to  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  inspection  work  of 
the  district.  The  last  yearly  examina- 
tion was  in  January,  1901.  The 
inspector's  report  is  a  confidential 
document,  and,  as  such,  its  contents 
cannot  be  disclosed.  The  persons  object- 
ing to  the  school  desire  to  have  the 
present  female  teacher  removed,  and  a 
male  teacher  appointed.  The  Com- 
missioners will  take  such  action  as 
may  appear  to  them  to  be  required 
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Dnndrom  Asylmn  Officials. 
Mr.  field  (DubUn,  St  Jatrick)]: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  inspector's  arrange- 
ment regarding  the  hours  of  officials 
in  the  Central  Asylum,  Dundrum,  County 
Dublin,  has  not  yet  been  carried  out; 
and  whether  he  can  state  when  the 
hours  will  be  shortened  as  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  representations 
of  the  tradesmen  attendants  at  this 
asylum  were  investigated  last  year,  and 
it  was  decided  that  no  change  could 
be  made  in  the  conditions  of  their 
service.  No  undertaking  to  shorten  the 
hours  of  service  was  given,  as  alleged. 
These  officials  have  not  been  asked  to 
perform  any  duties  outside  their  agree- 
ments when  they  accepted  their  posts. 

Appointments  in  Limerick  Post  Office. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick):  I  postpone, 
by  request,  a  Question  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  to  certain  recent 
appointments  in  the  Limerick  Post 
Office,  but  perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  answer  the  last  part  of  the  Question 

I  — ^whether,   in   the  inquiry   which   has 
been    promised,    the   evidence    of    both 

I  the  male  and  female  stafi"  will  be  taken. 

xVlR.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
will  communicate  with  the  Postmaster 
General  I  should  not  like  to  give  an 
answer  offhand. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  conformity 
with  a  pledge  I  gave  to  the  House  a 
few  days  ago,  it  may  be  proper  for  me 
now  to  say  that  Lord  Miiner  and  Lord 
Kitchener  have  had  two  conferences 
with  the  delegates,  and  at  their  request 
Lord  Kitchener,  while  refusing  an 
armistice  on  military  grounds,  has 
agreed  to  give  facilities  for  the  election 
and  meeting  of  representatives  of  the 
various  commandos  to  consider  the  posi- 
tion. The  Boer  leaders  have  left  Pretoria 
for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  not  expected 
that  communications  can  be  resumed  in 
less  than  three  weeks. 
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(West  Donegal),  in  the  room  of  James 
Boyle,  esquire  (Manor  of  Northstead). — 
(Captain  Donelan,) 
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SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection  ;  That  they  had 
added  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Law  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal 
Procedure  the  following  fifteen  Members 
in  respect  of  the  Cremation  Bill  [Lords] : 
— Mr.  Banbury,  Mr.  Black,  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst,  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Sir  Michael 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Colonel 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Mr.  Lowe,  Dr.  Mac- 
Donnell,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts,  Mr. 
Seton-Karr,  Dr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Tom- 
linson,  Mr.  Luke  White,  and  Sir 
Fredrick  Wills. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS- 
HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKINC;  CLASSES. 

That  they  have  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee consisting  of  seven  Lords  to  join 
with  the  Committee  appointed  by  this 
House,  pursuant  to  Message  of  this 
House,  **to  consider  the  Standing 
Orders  relating  to  houses  occupied 
by  persons  of  the  labouring  class  and 
the  Clauses  usually  inserted  in  Private 
and  Local  Bills  and  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bills  in  pursuance  thereof; 
and  to  report  whether  any  Amendments 
should  be  made  in  such  Standing  Orders 
and  Clauses,  and  especially  whether  any 
and  what  provision  should  be  made  for 
better  securing  the  re-housing  of  all 
persons  of  all  persons  of  the  labouring 
class  who  may  be  displaced  in  connection 
with  the  undertakings  to  which  the  Bills 
relate,  whether  displaced  under  the 
powers  given  by  the  Bills,  or  otherwise ; " 
and  that  they  do  propose  that  the  said 
Joint  Committee  do  meet  in  Committee 
Room  B,  on  Friday  the  2nd  of  May  next, 
at  Three  o'clock. 

Lords  Me-ssage  considered! 

Ordered,  That  the  Comn»ittee  of  this 
House  do  meet  the  Lords  Committee  as 
proposed  by  their  Lordships. 

Message  to  the  Lords  to  acquaint  them 
therewith. 


AGRICULTURE  AND  TECHNICAL 
(IRELAND)  ACT  (1899)  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

"  To  extend  the  powers  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  other  Industries 
and  Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland  in 
the  matter  of  the  development  of  tourist 
traffic,  and  to  amend  the  Agriculture 
and  Technical  Instruction  (Irdand)  Act, 
1899,"  presented  by  Mr.  Carvill,  under 
Standing  Order  31 ;  supported  by  Mr. 
Field,  Mr.  MacVeagh,  and  Mr.  John 
Campbell ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesdar,  30th  April,  and  to  be 
printed.  [Bill  158.] 

LAND  DEDICATION  BILL. 

**For  the  Dedication  of  Land  for 
public  purposes,"  presented  by  Lord 
Balcarres,  under  Standing  Order  31  ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Bryce,  Sir  John 
Brunner,  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw,  Sir  Thomas 
Esmonde,  and  Mr.  Lonsdale ;  to^b^  read 
a  second  time  upon  Friday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  159.] 


SUPPLY. 
I      Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee). 

Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair. 

Revenue  Departments  Estimates  1902-3. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
I  posed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
;  £2,411,250  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 

the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
'  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
i  31st  day  of  March,  1903,  for  the  Salaries 
j  and    Working     Expenses    of  the    Post 

Office  Telegraph  Service." 

♦(4.15.)  Captain  NORTON  (New- 
ington,  W.)  said  the  matter  to 
which  he  wished  to  draw  attention  in 
connection  with  this  Vote  would,  he 
thought,  appeal  to  the  Members  of  the 
House,  because  it  dealt  with  the 
efficiency  of  a  certain  important  branch 
of  the  Civil  Service,  inasmuch  as  it  dealt 
with  the  state  of  contentment  of  the 
employees  in  that  branch  of  the  service. 
He  must  appeal  to  the  House  to  give 
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him  a  fair  hearing  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  becaifse  it  had  never  been  his 
practice  to  appeal  to  the  Committee  with 
reference  to  ima^nary  complaints,  and 
this  was  one  which  was  real,  substantia], 
and  permanent.  The  case  briefly  was 
this,  that  the  Grovemment  had  been 
guilty  of  a  distinct  breach  of  faith  in 
•  connection  with  a  certain  number  of 
worthy  Government  officials.  He  knew 
that  to  make  this  statement  of  breach  of 
faith  was  what  must  be  called  a  strong 
•order,  but  he  was  prepared  to  prove  that 
he  was  not  exaggerating  in  the  smallest 
degree.  He  would  point  out  in  the 
first  place  that  he  referred  to  the  class 
•of  Government  officials  known  as 
postal  telegraphists,  and  he  might 
incidentally  point  out  that  this  was  a 
service  which  had  grown,  as  the  expres- 
sion was,  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
and  that  since  1870  telegraphy  had  in- 
creased tenfold,  the  numbers  of  the 
instruments  in  use  bad  increased  seven- 
fold, and  the  speed  had  increased  fivefold. 
Higher  skill,  intelligence,  and  education 
were  required  from  the  employees,  and 
in  addition  to  that  they  had  to  pos- 
sess a  certain  amount  of  technical 
education  not  required  before,  inas- 
much as  this  technical  work  was 
done  formerly  through  the  Engineer's 
Department  of  the  Post  Office,  and  as  a 
proof  of  this  he  would  refer  to  what  Sir 
William  Preece  said  in  1895.  He  stated 
that  these  employees  in  the  higher  class 
should  also  comprehend  the  nature  of 
faults  that  occurred  in  the  apparatus,  to 
evince  an  ability  to  remove  those  faults 
and  generally  to  secure  the  maintenance 
of  the  apparatus.  Therefore  a  higher 
standard  of  technical  skill  was  required 
from  them.  They  were  subjected  to  a 
greater  strain  and  there  was  an  increased 
mass  of  work.  It  was  said  that  their 
position  was  a  good  one  compared  with 
those  who  did  similar  work  out  of  doors. 
That  he  entirely  denied.  For  example, 
the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company  paid 
their  head  operators  up  to  £204.  In 
Germany  those  who  did  the  same  class  of 
work  could  reach  £162,  and  in  Holland 
they  could  reach  £183  at  the  age  of  forty 
years.  In  both  those  countries  the  cost  of 
Uving  was  considerably  less  than  it  was  in 
this  country.  What  was  the  history  of  the 
way  in  which  these  gentlemen  had  been 
dealt  with  1  When  they  presented  them- 
aelves    for    examination,    a    paper   was 


placed  in  their  hands  and  certain  prospects 
were  held  out  to  them  by  that  paper, 
which  was  issued  by  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners.  This  was  what  was 
stated  in  the  paper — 

"The  Civil  Service  CommiBsioners  are 
authorised  by  the  P«  stmaster  General  to 
Hppend  the  followiog  notice" — 

Then  an  enumeration  took  place  of  certain 
conditions  they  had  to  fulfil  and  the 
following  paragraph  occurred — 

"  After  a  year  at  168.  a  week  to  advance  to 
£45  a  year  risinj^  by  £5  a  year  to  £100,  with  a 
prospect  of  obtaining  £190." 

These  men  entered  service  on 
the  distinct  understanding  that 
they  could  reach  £190  salary.  But 
owing  to  a  classification  which  it  had 
suited  the  Government  to  make,  a  certain 
number,  some  200,  of  the  prfsent 
men  were  placed  in  this  position,  that 
they  could  not,  humanly  speaking,  attain 
to  that  £1 90.  This  was  how  it  occurred. 
The  Government,  finding  their  business 
developing,  found  it  also  convenient  at 
the  same  time  to  ask  the  senior  telegraph- 
ists to  take  a  certain  share  of  what  were 
known  as  supervising  duties,  and  in 
order  that  they  might  successfully  carry 
out  these  duties  they  there  and  then 
instituted  a  tech nical  examination.  Many 
of  the  men  objected  to  the  examination 
because  they  were  placed  in  a  position 
which  prevented  them  from  having  the 
necessary  practice  to  fulfil  those  condi- 
tions, and  as  a  result  of  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  to  go  back  upon  their  order, 
and  in  1897  they  had  to  do  away  with 
that  practice.  But  they  did  not  do  away 
with  that  particular  class  of  supervision. 
They  continued  it,  and  by  means  of  this 
classification  they  had  made  it  impossible 
to  fulfil  conditions  laid  down  in  the 
paper  presented  to  those  men.  Formerly 
they  were  able  to  reach  this  position  after 
from  twenty-one  to  twenty-three  years 
service.  Lord  Londonderry,  on  25th 
April,  1901,  made  this  statement  He 
said  that  the  conditions  under  which 
promotion  to  the  senior  class  is  now 
obtained  are  precisely  the  same  as  they 
always  have  been,  namely,  good  conduct 
and  competence  to  perform  superior 
duties.  Sir  H.  Fisher,  who  was  the 
controller  of  the  Central  Telegraph 
Department  made  this  statement.  He 
said  ordinary  manipulative  ability,  com- 
bined with  regular  attendance  and  good 
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conduct  were  considered  sufficient  qualifi- 
cations for  promotion  to  the  senior 
classes.  Therefore,  it  w6s  perfectly  clear 
from  the  statements  of  the  postal  autho- 
rities themselyes  that,  provided  a  man 
fulfilled  these  conditions — it  said  nothing 
whatever  about  supervising  duties— as 
an  efficient  operator  he  was  to  be  allowed 
to  rise  to  the  maximum  scale  of  £190. 
At  the  present  moment  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  for  them  to  do  so. 

It  was  quite  likely  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  was  about  to  reply  to  him  would 
endeavour  to  get  through  the  meshes  of 
the  net  by  means  which  were  not  un- 
common to  the  Front  Bench.    He  would 
endeavour  to  prove  that  this  did   not 
apply  altogether  to    operators,    but  to 
those    men — those    arbitrary    classes — 
which  the  Government  set  forth,  namely, 
these  supervisors,  but  up  to  a  few  years 
ago  these  very  Estimates  with  which  they 
were  now  dealing  continued  under  the 
head  of  the   central  telegraph   office,  a 
section    headed   "General    Body"    and 
under    that    ''senior    first     class    and 
second  class  telegraphists."    No  mention 
was  made    of  supervisors.       Had    they 
intended    to    include    supervisors    they 
would  not  have  stopped  at  the  sum  of 
£190.   He  would  put  another  Question 
to     the     hon.     Gentleman.      If     £160, 
which  was  the  maximum  sum  stated,  ac- 
cording to  present  intentions  held  good 
now,  he  presumed  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  deny  that  it  held  good 
that    every   man    entering  the    service 
now     as    an     operator    could    rise    to 
£160,      and     it     held     good      equally 
with  reference  to  the  £190  in  the  past. 
If  the  present  promise  was  binding,  then 
the  previous   promise  was  undoubtedly 
binding.      Moreover,    there  were    only 
some   200  Gentlemen  now  to  be  dealt 
with.     This  injustice,  for  it  was  nothing 
less,  this  breach  of  faith  having  been  in 
operation  for  some  years  the  result  had 
been  that  a  large  number  of  men  were 
now  out  of  the  service,  and  had  been 
unfairly  treated.    But  some  200  still  re- 
mained, and  the  least  the  Government 
could  do  was  to  show  justice  to  these  200 
men. 

'<Now  he  came  to  the  question 
whether  it  was  unfair  or  unreasonable 
to  demand  that  they  should  be  paid  on 
this  scale.  He  might  put  aside  for  a 
moment  the  question  of  the  breach  of 

Captain  Norton. 


faith,  because  he  thought  it  could  not 
by  any  possibility  be  denied.  Whei> 
this  class  was  formed  in  1881,  and  when 
the  maximum  was  fixed  at  £190  this  wa& 
what  Mr.  Fawcett  said  in  his  letter  to- 
the  Treasury  of  13th  January,  1881 — 

"  The  rates  of  pay  which  I  propose  are  not 
more  than  safficient  to  afford  just  and  reason- 
able remuneration  to  those,  on  whose  efficiency 
and  contented  service  so  much  of  the  interest 
and  convenience  of  the  commanity  depend." 

Then  he  went  on  to  say — 

*'  The  first  scale  will  be  paid  where  daties  of 
the  first  quality  have  to  be  performed." 

Had  he  been  speaking  of  supervising 
duties  in  connection  with  the  £190,  he 
would  have  had  to  speak  of  duties  of  the 
lowest  scale,  because  the  lowest  sup^- 
visor  was  paid  at  a  higher  rate  than> 
those  to  which  he  refers,  which  again 
went  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  conten- 
tion with  reference  to  the  sharp  practice 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Now 
he  asked  this — Was  there  a  single  in- 
stance in  any  other  Government  Depart- 
ment of  the  Civil  Service  where  regula- 
tions issued  by  the  Civil  Service  were  not 
the  regulations  which  really  governed 
promotion  and  the  conditions  of  service. 
He  thought  hon.  Gentlemen  would  admit 
that  that  was  so.  Then  it  seemed  to 
him  that  a  gross  injustice  had  been  done 
with  reference  to  this  particular  class. 
A  deputation  had  gone  to  the  Postmaster 
General  some  time  ago,  and  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  surprised  when  he 
told  them  that  one  of  the  ofiSciala 
made  this  statement.  He  said  to  the 
subordinate  ofiBcial  he  was  cross  question- 
ing— 


"Suppose  we  had  an  epidemic  of  influenza 
in  London  next  winter,  and  a  lar^  number 
of  these  men  who  had  got  into  the  higher  class 
died  off,  would  you  not  then  attain  perhaps 
to  this  position  ?  " 

Well  that  was  trifling  with  the  question. 
There  was  no  human  possibility  of  these 
men  attaining  that  position  which  they 
were  allowed  to  believe  they  would 
attain  under  the  conditions  which  he 
had  laid  down  and  which  he  would  not 
repeat.  It  was  painful  to  him  to  bring 
these  things  forward,  because  it  was 
despicable  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  ouffht  to  be  a  modbl 
employer,  to  deal  in  this  way  with 
their  officials,  more  especially  with  men 
of  such  a  subordinate  position.  He 
had  a  letter    from    Lord   Londonderry 
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<dat6d  25(h  April,  1887,  signed  by 
Mr.  Mttrrajt  whioh  referred  to  the 
advantages  of  the  Ooyernment  servants 
— ^pensions,  holidays,  medical  attendance 
and  so  forth.  Upon  every  occasion  when 
the  brought  the  grievances  of  Govern- 
^ment  employees  before  the  Committee 
ithis  vretched  absurdity  was  trotted 
out  He  had  repeatedly  told  the  hon. 
'Gentleman  that  all  these  advantages 
whioh  the  Gbvernment  claimed  for 
rtheir  employees  could  be  obtained  for 
:the  sum  of  6d.  a  week  from  any  ordinary 
friendly  society. 

He  did   not    desire    for  a  moment 

tfo   take   an    unfair    advantage    of,   or 

»to  make  any  absurd  demands  upon,  the 

hoB.  (Jentleman.     He   did  not  suggest 

*tliat  all    the    machinery   of   the   Post 

Office  should  be  upset  again,    though 

'the   Post  Office  had   been  guilty  of  a 

breach  of  faith  as  regards  these  people 

In  the  case  of  those  who  were  entering 

.-the  maximum  might  be  left  at  a  £160 

instead  of  £190,  although   he  thought 

it    was    not    prudent    to    differentiate 

•between  men  doing  the  same  kind  of 

work.    But  at  any  rate  let  the  (Govern- 

<nent  have  the  honesty  to  acknowledge 

that  they  had  made  a  mistake,  and  let 

them  do  justice  to  those  who  had  been 

<lragged  into  the  service  of  the  Crown 

under  unfair  conditions.    Let  the  men 

remain  as  operators,  but  at  any  rate  give 

them  the   increase  of   pay  which  they 

were  promised.      He  asked   that    they 

«hoaid  get  the  same    rate   of    pay    as 

their  predecessors  had  before  this  rule, 

made    to    suit    the    Post     Office,    was 

brought    into    operation.      He    heggf'd 

to  raov<e  as  an  Amendment  to   reduce 

the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
"•  That  Item  A  (Maintenance  of  the  Postal 
Telegraph  System)  be  reduced  by  £100/' 
— {Captain  Norton,) 

♦(4.34.)  MR.HAY(Shoreditch,Hoxton) 
^d  he  had  listened  with  interest  to  the 
i^marks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite, 
who  had  entered  into  the  details  so 
minutely  as  to  make  it  unnecessary 
for  him  to  go  into  them  again.  This 
was  not  a  matter  of  Party  politics  which 
affected  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  but 
one  in  whioh  each  (Sovernment,  drawn 


from  either  side  of  the  House,  had 
been  equally  to  blame.  The  Committee 
should  regard  this  as  a  matter  of  Depart- 
mental administration,  upon  which  it 
might  give  its  decision.  The  point  which 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  made  so  dear 
was  that  certain  members  of  the  Central 
Tdegraphic  Staff  joined  the  public 
service  under  express  conditions,  condi- 
tions which  entitled  them,  after  honour- 
able and  long  service,  to  a  maximum  of 
£190  per  annum,  whereas  they  found 
by  the  operation  of  this  regulation  they 
had  been  jockeyed  out  of  their  £190  and 
had  to  remain  content  with  £160.  The 
question  was  not  one  which  affected  a 
limited  number  of  the  service,  because 
there  were  something  like  3,000  male 
operators  on  the  staff  of  the  Central 
Telegraph  Office. 

The  regulation  to  which  exception 
had  been  taken  was  a  regulation  made 
with  regard  to  about  170  of  those 
men  who  attained  the  maximum  of 
JB190.  Apart  from  the  actual  justice 
of  the  case,  so  far  as  the  regulation 
was  concerned,  very  much  graver 
questions  were  raised.  There  was  the 
fact  that  men  who  had  joined  in  times 
past,  and  who  had  looked  forward  to 
this  £190,  were  now  confronted  with  the 
increased  cost  of  living.  Living  in  Lon- 
don had  become  considerably  more  ex- 
pensive in  recent  years.  In  support  of 
that  statement  he  would  like  to  mention 
one  or  two  facts.  The  rental  payable 
for  dweUings  such  as  those  occupied  by 
the  Civil  Service  Clerk,  such  as  tele- 
graphists, in  the  Croydon  district  was 
128.  per  week.  After  making  allowance 
for  the  railway  ticket,  the  annual  cost 
came  out  at  £42  9s.  in  1892;  since 
then  it  had  increased  to  £49  19s.  In 
the  West  Brompton  district  it  had 
increased  from  £46  in  1895  to  £60  10s. 
in  1902.  In  all  districts  the  increase 
had  been  equally  marked.  Of  course, 
the  point  generally  argued  by  all 
gentlemen  in  the  position  of  his  hon. 
friend  was  that  finalitv  had  been  reached 
in  this  matter  by  the  findings  of  the 
TweedmouthCommittee.  But  the  findings 
of  that  Committee  were  revised  vrithin  six 
months  at  a  conference  between  Members 
of  Parliament,  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  the  representatives  of  the  men. 
I  He  submitted  that  the  case  of  these  men 
'  was  a  fair  one  on  which  to  demand  that 


667  Supply—  {COMMONS}  Carmnitt^ie.  66^ 

exercised  in  this  matter  was  to  maintain 


justice  might  be  done.  The  only  thing 
which  he  would  ask  the  CJommittee  to 
bear  in  mind  was  that  it  was  no  argu- 
ment, to  say  that  because  there  were  a 


simply  that  which  was  told  to  him  as- 
the  official  view  of  the  Postmaster 
General      He  hoped,  nevertheless,  that 


large  number  of  candidates  for  the  i  his  hon.  friend  would  realise  that 
position  these  men  held  the  State,  or  the  views  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
the  Government  should  pay  the  lowest  i  were  not  the  only  views  which  existed 
wages.  The  State  should  be  a  model  em-  in  the  Department,  but  that  there  was 
ployer,  and  should  not,  by  the  higgling  of  \  intense  feeling,  not  on  the  part  of  one 
the  market,  become  the  prime  sweater  of ,  discontented  person  but  on  the  part  ofc 
the  country.  HecouJd  not  emphasise  that,  |  those  who  had  given  their  best  energies 
point  more  strongly  than  by  saying  that '  to  the  study  of  the  subject.  The  object 
while  all  around  these  men  the  standard  '  which  the  Committee  had  in  view  was 
of  wages  had  risen  for  every  kind  of  to  remedy  what  might  be  considered  the 
labour  during  recent  years,  theirs  had  i  legitimate  grievances  of  a  large  body  of 
remained  stationary.  Their  wages  did  ,  pubhc  servants  who  did  their  best  for 
not  rise  in  ratio  to  the  cost  of  their  the  public  and  who  ought  to  be  en- 
living  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  found  couraged,  so  that  instead  of  there  being 
they  had  been  done  out  of  something  like  this  continuous  state  of  discontent 
£30  of  the  probable  maximum  they  would  i  pervading  the  officers  of  the  State,  there 
obtain  after  an  active  and  useful  career,  i  should  be  a  spirit  of  content  and  a  desire 
After  all,  the  State  aimed  at  secur  ng  for  '  on  the  part  of  these  men  to  do  their 
its  service  only  the  best,  and  those  who  best, 
devoted  themselves  to  this  particular 
work,     instead    of     finding    the     best 

career  in  the  public  service,  found  i  ♦(4.48.)  Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT 
that  the  Telegraphic  Department  (Islington,  S.)  said  that  these  matters 
of  the  Post  Office  was  only  useful  i  had  been  debated  at  length  on  previous 
as  a  recruiting  ground  from  which  i  occasions,  but  unfortunately  grievances- 
the  great  cable  companies  recruited  their  '  were  not  redressed  by  long  speeches  or 
staffs.  That  had  come  about  Simply '  by  lapse  of  time,  or,  indeed,  not 
because  the  great  Cable  Companies '  redressed  at  all.  For  a  long  time 
insisted  upon  the  highest  efficiency  and  I  past  there  had  been  a  very  strong  and^ 
paid  for  it,  and  they  gave  greater  attrac-  general  feeling  in  the  service  that  many 
tions  to  these  men,  who  might  otherwise  of  the  men  had  been  the  victims  of 
have  had  a  useful  career  in  the  Post '  something  amounting  almost  to  an  im* 
Office  to  the  public  advantage.  By  a  position,  however  unintentional,  on  the 
higher  rate  of  pay  and  also  a  pension,  part  of  a  public  Department.  Strong 
the  companies  rendered  their  service  I  terms  had  been  used  in  the  course  of 
infinitely  more  attractive  than  that  of  i  the  debate,  but  ho  should  endeavour  to 
the  Post  Office.  ^         f  ,  deal  with    the   matter   on   the  basis  of 

So  far  as  ^  he  was  personally  '  ^*^**  ^e  believed  to  have  been  a  contract 
concerned,  he  had  certainly  made  no  I  between  these  employees  and  the  Po^ 
special  election  pledges  to  the  Post  Office  !  O®^®  Department.  It  was  not  difficult 
Telegraphic  officials  in  his  constituency,    ^^  ^^^"^  ^^at  that  implied— or  he  might 


but  he  had  lived  in  close  contact  with 


even  say  express— contract  had  induced 


these   men   and  knew   their  legitimate  I  na^ny  to  enter  the  service,   only  to  find 
grievances,  and   he  believed  that  their   ^^at    the   contract  was  afterwards  de- 


demands  did  not  always  get  the  kindly 
and  sympathetic  attention  of  this  House 
which  they  deserved.    The  hon.  Member 


parted  from  by  one  of  the  contracting 
parties,  viz.,  the  State.  The  inducement 
to  a  large  number  of  young  men  to  enter 


below   him    had  his    fullest    sympathy    the  service  was    the   wording    of     ap 


when  he  was  confronted  day  after  day 
with  typewritten  answers  to  questions 
put  by  him  to  his  hon.  friend,  who, 
however  sympathetic  he  might  be,  had 
not  the  slightest  possible  power  to 
alter    these    things.       The    power    he 

Mr,  Hay, 


official  note,  and  the  note  was  the  basis 
of  the  contract.  These  yoMug  men  were 
to  go  through  a  very  long  period  of 
service,  with,  at  any  rate  in  toe  earlier 

stages,    very  inadequate   remuneration, 

accepted    in  the    belief    that   it   would 
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the  State  to  endeavoiir  to  remove  the 


become  more  substantial  as  they  ad- 
vanced in  life,  and  all  the  time  with  the 
cost  of  living  increasing.  According  to 
the  words  put  before  them  by  the 
Poet  Office  through  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners  betore  they  entered  their 
examination  the  contract  was — 

**  with  the  proepect  of  proceeding  to  £190  a 
year.*' 

The  question  of  non-promotion  was  not 
the  question  at  all.  There  might  be 
times    when    promotion    was    difficult, 


grievance.  If  the  Department  had  any 
doubt  as  to  whether  they  were  doing 
that  which  would  conduce  to  the  con- 
tentment, and  therefore  the  efficiency,  of 
the  service,  their  plain  duty  was,  even  at 
some  cost  and  inconvenience,  to  remove 
the  grievance  which  existed,  or  at  any 
rate  to  grant  to  those  subjected  to  it  an 
independent  Committee  to  examine  into 
the  matter.      At      present     grievances 

^  existed^  and   by  his    vote  and  voice  he 

owing  to  kck^'of  vI'c^ncie8r''Birt'"tire6e  I  "^^"'^  certainly  do  his  best  to  remove 
gentlemen  were  entitled  to  say  that ,  !^^°^;  |>o^h  m  the  Telegraphic  and 
there  should  be  a  continuance  of  sub-  ^^^^  Departments,  and  if  there  was 
stantiaUy  the  same  right  of  access  to  I  ?7  ^^"^  ^  5?  the  gnevances  then  an 
positions  which  would  give  them  £190  I  ^^^^P^^^^ent  Committee  ought  to  be 
afi  existed  at  the  time  the  inducement  ^PP^>^^  ^^  examine  the  £190 
was  held  out.  Many  obstacles  had  been  rate,  and  as  to  civil  rights  of  the 
put  in  the  way  of  the  fulfilment  of  that  '  ^^ervices  and  all  other  open  sores.  ^^ 

promise.     In  the  first  place,  a  technical        . ,      _  ,  ..__     ., ,  r^i^rr^T,    /t  •  i 

^mimition  was  imposed,  and  that  J^^;  P.^^ID  MACIVER  (Liverpool, 
formed  a  barrier  to  the  employees  enter-  '  Ki^kdale)  was  understood  to  say  he  had 
ing  the  class  which  received  £190.  |^f^^.^PP^*^if^  ^3^  the  telegraphists  in 
Unless  he  was  mistaken,  that  examina-  his  Division.  They  came  before  him,  both 
tion  was  withdrawn,  a  proof  that  the  ^^^he^l™?  ^^  ^^®  «*^^o"  ^^/^  «*°^' .^''^ 
Department  felt  at  that  time  they  were  ^^^^  him  their  story.  He  thought  it  a 
interposing  an  unfair  obstacle,  and  to  reasonable  one.  and  promised  to  do  what 
that  extent  the  grievance  was  remedied,  ^f  f^^^  to  help  them.  In  pursuance 
The  class  of  supervisor  in  itself  was  an  ^^  ^*^,^  promise,  he  desired  to  support  the 
obstacle,  and  so  long  as  the  condition  at  ^P.P^'  ^^^'^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  "^^f  J^^  "^^ 
present  existing  continued,  the  feeling  of  *  ^^^^^^  sorry  that  the  hon.  Member  who 
injustice  would  remain.  There  was  also  ^P«^^d  the  debate  appeared  to  refer  to 
the  fact  that  promotion  was  less  attain-  ^^«  ^^^  ^^^^  »»  a  political  Department 
able  now  than  at  the  time  the  regula- '  The  Department  knew  no  poh tics,  and 
tions  were  made.  That  stoppage  in  the  -  ^^^  independent  of  Governments  As  a 
flow  of  promotion  he  believed  to  be  due  I  ^^^^^^  ^f  fact,  the  Tweedmouth  Com- 
to  the  interposition  of  new  barriers  since  ,  m»«sion  with  regard  to  which  so  much 
the  making  of  the  contract.  It  was  an  '  dissatL<faction  was  felt,  was  appointed 
element  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject  ^y  ^  ^>beral  Government. 
that    the    original     terms    of    induce- '     ^  ^^^^.T^m^xr  j  i 

ment  had  been  ^i-ithdrawn.  Why?  <^aptain  NORTON  pointed  out  that 
Because  it  was  felt  that  they  ^^e  grievance  was  of  long  standing  before 
offered  an  undue  inducement  which  <^he  Tweedmouth  Commission  was  ap- 
could  not  be  fulfilled.  If  he  was  correct  pointed.  That  Commis=;ion  attempted 
in  iiis  recollection,  new  terms  were  sub- 
stituted. That,  again,  was  a  confession 
that  the  terms  originally  proposed  were 
undue  inducements  and  misleading. 
Then  there  was  the  fact  that  the  officers 
of   the  Department,   in  their    evidence    Postal      Telegraph      Clerks'       Associa- 


to  remove  it  to  some  extent,  and  did.  in 
fact,  abolish  the  technical  examination. 

Mr.     DAVID      MACIVER      quoted 
from     a    statement      issued     by     the 


before  the  Tweedmouth  Commissioners, 
undoubtedly  expressed  sympathy,  and, 
what   was  more   important,  a   sense  of 


tion,  to  show  that  they  pro- 
tested against  the  composition  of  the 
Tweedmouth  Commission  even  before  it 


injustice — at  any  rate,  one,  Sir  Heniy  i  commenced  its  inquiry.  He  hoped  the 
Fisher,  did.  If  the  complaint  on  grounds  |  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
of  contract  was  well  founded,  as  he  |  would  meet  the  views  which  were  largely 
believed  it  to  be,  it  was  the  interest  of  \  held   by   the  people  of   Liverpool,  and 
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grant  to  these  dissatisfied  civil  servants 
an  inquiry  such  as  they  desired.  They 
simply  asked  for  an  impartial  inquiry. 
It  was  not  for  him  to  say  an3rthing 
more,  except  that  he  sympathised  with 
the  case  which  had  been  put  before  the 
House.  He  thought  there  was  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  from  the  telegraphists'  view. 
The  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  had 
increased  considerably  since  the  subject 
yi  as  last  considered,  and  the  time  might 
fairly  be  said  to  have  arrived  when  the 
matter  should  be  again  inquired  into. 

(5.0.)  The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY 
TO  THBTREASURYMr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  E.) :  I  always  listen 
with  great  regret  to  any  hon.  Member 
who  thinks  it  his  duty  to  charge  a 
Government  Department  with  breach  of 
faitL  No  charge  can  be  more  serious 
than  that,  and  there  is  no  charge  which 
a  Government  Department  would  less 
desire  to  deserve,  or  even  to  be  suspected 
of  deserving.  I,  therefore,  cannot  accept 
the  views  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber, and  I  shall  base  my  refusal  upon  a 
direc  denial  of  the  charge  that  there 
has  been  any  breach  of  faith.  If  I 
thought  for  a  moment  there  had  been 
such  a  breach,  I  should  not  be  here  to 
defend  the  Department,  nor  woidd  my 
noble  friend  the  Postmaster  General 
ask  me  to  do  so.  I  think  the  Com 
mittee  should  have  brought  to  its 
notice  the  exact  extent  of  the  grievance 
brought  forward  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  and,  assuming  it  to  be  well- 
founded,  the  number  of  people  whom  it 
affects.  As  the  discussion  has  gone  on, 
hon.  Members  must  have  been  led  to 
suppose  that  it  was  a  grievance  affecting 
a  very  large  class. 

Captain  NORTON:  i  mentioned  the 
number— 200. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
did  not  say  the  debate  was  so  initiated, 
but  that  as  it  went  on  one  might  have 
gained  that  impression.  As  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  is  aware,  that  b  not  the 
case.  The  case  he  has  put  before  the 
Committee  is  that  of  certain  male  tele- 
graphists at  the  Central  Telegraph  Office 
in  London.  It  is  not  even  the  case  of 
all  the  male  telegraphists  at  that  office. 
What  is  it  about  which  hon.  Members 

Mr.  David  Maelver, 


have  complained  1  That  in  a  description 
of  the  terms  offered  to  int^iding  candi- 
dates there  was  a  statement  that,  after 
reaching  a  certain  maximum,  they  would 
have  a  prospect  of  proceeding  to  JB190  a 
year.  It  is  upon  that  phrase  that  the 
charge  of  breach  of  faith  is  based.  That 
phrase  was  in  use  only  for  a  certain 
time. 

♦  Mr.  hay  :  For  how  long  ? 

Captain  NORTON :  For  nine  years. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Between  1881  and  1890.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  opposite,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hoxton,  have  both  spoken 
as  if  in  the  course  of  those  years  no  im- 
provement had  been  made  in  the  posi- 
tion of  these  telegraphists.  I  am  certain 
they  could  not  have  intended  to  convey 
anything  of  the  kind.  Anyone  familiar 
with  the  history  of  the  question  would 
know  that  repeatedly,  since  the  earEer 
date  I  have  named,  better  pay  and  con- 
ditions have  been  granted  to  these  men. 
It  was  on  the  occasion  of  one  of  these 
improvements  in  pay  under  the  Raikee 
scheme  in  1890  that  the  circular  in 
question  had  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the 
words  have  not  since  been  used. 

♦  Mr.  hay  :  Would  the  hon.  Member 
state  what  the  improvements  were  t 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  (after 
quoting  the  scales  and  remuner- 
ation under  the  schemes  which 
came  into  operation  in  1881  and 
1890  respectively,  continued) :  Those 
men  who  joined  the  service  between 
1881  and  1890  were  the  only  per- 
sons who,  in  any  case,  could  complain 
of  a  breach  of  faith.  It  could,  therefore, 
only  be  in  regard  to  those  men  th  it 
under  any  circumstances  this  alleged 
breach  of  faith  could  have  occurred. 
The  promise  was  that  they  had  a 
prospect  of  rising  to  £190.  The  hon. 
Member  said  this  offer  was  an  unfair 
one.  I  suppose  it  would  not  be  unfair 
to  say  that  an  officer  joining  the  British 
Army  has  a  prospect  of  becoming  a  field- 
marshal,  but  that  does  not  mean  that 
every  officer  will  become  a  field-marslial, 
or  even  a  general.  This  was  put  before 
them  as  a  prospect  to  which  some  of 


€73 


Supply— 


{18  April  1902} 


Camtmtiee. 


674 


them  might  attain.  I  think  that  the 
Committee  will  see  that  under  these 
circmnBtances  the  telegraphists  never 
received  a  definite  pledge  that  they  trould 
have  this  £190. 


Captaih  NORTON  thought  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  was  in  error, 
i)eoftUBe  prior  to  thait,  all  these  men  rose 
regularly  and  systematically  to  £160. 

Me.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
fact  that  these  men's  predecessors,  even 
if  it  were  true,  attained  positions  which 
they  have  not  attained,  does  not  justify 
this  demand.  The  question  is,  whether 
these  men  have  attained  to  the  pro- 
motion which  they  were  promised.  In 
the  first  place,  I  say  that  there  was  no 
such  promise.  All  they  were  told  was 
that  there  was  a  prospect  of  prising  to 
£190,  which  was  heyond  the  scale  set 
out  The  very  words  chosen  showed 
that  all  of  them  would  not  reach  that 
amount,  and  they  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain. If  there  are  now  the  same  pro- 
portion of  men  on  the  scale  as  when  the 
circular  was  issued,  surely  there  can  be 
no  ground  of  complaint  I  am  trying 
to  put  the  case  as  frankly  and  as  fairly 
as  I  can.  I  do  not  wish  to  leave  atiy 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  Committee  as 
to  the  exact  point  at  issue  between  us, 
and  I  wish  to  meet  the  point  fairly. 
The  question  is  whether  the  prospect 
of  attaining  this  higher  position  has 
become  worse  thar  \t  was.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  West  Newington  has 
assumed  that  I  shall  endeavour  to  escape 
from  the  meshes  by  some  disingenuous 
subterfuge.  I  will,  however,  do  my  best 
to  meet  the  case  fairly.  Under  Mr. 
Fawcett's  scheme  the  number  of  situa- 
tions above  the  maximum  limit  of 
X160  was  168  ;  and  it  bore  a  proportion 
to  the  total  number  of  telegraphiBts 
below  the  senior  class  of  one  to  six  and 
a  third.  In  1890  the  proportion  was 
exactly  the  same.  At  the  present  time 
the  total  number  above  the  limit  is  349, 
and  the  number  below  is  2,076,  according 
to  the  latest  figures.  I  ought  just  to 
•ay  that  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  my 
figures  are  up  to  date,  but  they  are  the 
most  recent,  and  I  think  the  proportion 
is  practically  the  same  at  the  present 
time. 


*Mr.  hat  asked  if  the  overseers 
were  included. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  : 
Tes,  they  are  inoluded.  As  I  have  just 
stated,  the  total  number  above  the  limit 
is  349,  and  the  total  below  is  2,076,  so 
that  the  number  of  those  who  have 
risen  to  £190  is  practically  the  same  as 
it  was. 

Captain  NORTON  pointed  out  that 
the  Department  was  growing. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  Yes, 
but  if  the  proportion  remains  exactly  the 
same  the  totiu  must  be  increasing. 

*  Mr.  hay  asked  if  the  total  number 
eiven  included  senior  telegraphists  who 
had  risen  this  year. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERIAIN :  Yes, 
I  am  comparing  the  number  of  those  not 
rising  above  £160  with  the  number  who 
are  over  £1 60.  All  that  the  Grovernment 
ever  held  out  to  these  men  was  a  prospect 
of  a  certain  number  of  them  attaining 
something  beyond  the  ordinary  maximum 
of  their  class,  and  I  say  that  the  number 
of  them  who  have  passed  that  limit  is  the 
same  proportion  to  the  total  number  now 
as  it  was  in  the  past.  I  think  those  who 
have  been  good  enough  to  follow  me  will 
see  that,  when  reduced  to  its  proper 
limits,  there  i&  a  very  slender  foundation 
for  so  grave  a  charge  as  one  of  breach  of 
faith  on  the  part  of  a  great  Government 
Department  towards  its  servants.  Hon. 
Members  have  urged  that  it  is  to 
the  interest  of  the  GU)vemment 
that  its  servants  should  be  contented 
and  satisfied.  I  need  hardly  say 
that  there  is  no  one  who  feels  that 
more  than  the  responsible  Ministers  con- 
cerned. We  have  endeavoured,  and  we 
are  endeavouring,  to  treat  all  cases  of 
mevances,  alleged  or  proved,  fairly  and 
impartially.  We  are  doing  our  best  to 
remedy  grievances  where  they  are  shown 
to  exist  and  where  they  are  well  founded. 
We  are  trying  to  make  such  improvements 
from  time  to  time,  in  pay  and  conditions 
of  employment,  in  the  postal  and  other 
services,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
justify.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that 
contentment  in  the  public  service  is  pro- 
moted by  the  annual  recurrence  of  debates 
of  this  kind,  or  by  making  in  this  House 
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allegations  of  such  gravity  on  such 
a  very  slight  foundation.  I  depre- 
cate the  using  of  this  House  for  pur- 
poses of  that  kind,  and  I  wish  hon. 
Members  would  persuade  themselves  that 
there  is  no  one  who  is  more  desirous  of 
doing  justice  to  employees  than  the  head 
of  a  great  public  Department ;  and  there 
is  nothing  which  is  easier  for  the  heads 
of  any  Department  to  do  than  to  give 
way,  not  at  their  own  expense  but  at 
somebody  else's  expense,  to  any  demands 
which  may  be  addressed  to  them,  and  in 
that  way  a  Minister  might  purchase  for 
himself  or  his  representatives  in  this 
House  a  peaceful  and  quiet  life  and  the 
applause  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  ;  he  could  easily  do  this  by 
making  free  with  the  taxpayers'  money. 
But  we  have  a  duty  to  the  taxpayers  as 
well  as  to  our  employees.  We  have  no 
more  riffht  to  pay  extravagant  wages  to 
our  employees  than  we  should  have  if  we 
were  directors  of  a  company  with  the 
interests  of  the  shareholders  to  guard. 
We  have  to  guard  the  interests  of 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country  I 
have  never  set  up  the  interests  of  the 
taxpayers  as  a  defence  against  paying 
fair  wages,  and  I  will  never  attempt  to 
justify  what  my  hon.  friend  calls  making 
a  Department  of  State  "  the  chief 
and  prime  sweater  of  the  country." 
Nevertheless,  because  we  are  dealing 
with  public  money  I  do  not  think  we 
ou/i:ht  to  be  more  lax  in  our  administra- 
tion than  we  should  be  if  we  were  dealing 
with  our  own  money.  Iwillonly  say  in  con- 
clusion upon  this  point  that  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  South  Islington  placed 
his  case  on  a  footing  on  which  I  cannot 
accept  it,  because  he  says  that  these  men 
are  entitled  to  a  continuance  of  the  same 
right  of  access  to  the  higher  positions 
which  they  had  when  they  entered  the 
service.  I  claim  to  have  shown  that  they 
now  have  exactly  the  same  access  to  the 
higher  positions  as  they  had  when  they 
entered  the  service. 

My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
the  Kirkdale  Division  of  Liverpool 
entered  upon  a  wider  question.  I 
hardly  know  whether  it  arises  on 
this  particular  Amendment  or  not. 
The  hon.  Member  once  more  urged 
upon  us  the  necessity  of  reviewing  the 
findings  of  the  Tweedmouth  Committee 

by  means  of  a  further  Committee   of 

inquiry  to  be  conducted  by  Members  of 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 


this  House,  and  he  prejudged  the  relative 
merits  of  the  two  Committees  by  dis- 
tinguishing a  Committee  of  this  House 
from  the  Tweedmouth  Committee  as 
being  an  impartial  Committee.  Upon 
what  grounds  does  my  hon.  friend 
dispute  the  impartiality  of  the  Tweed- 
mouth Committee  %  A  distinguished 
Member  of  the  other  House,  who  had  no 
inducement  or  interest  to  be  unduly 
hard  upon  postal  employees,  acted  as 
Chairman;  and  for  the  rest  the  Com- 
mittee  was  composed  of  public  officials  of 
the  highest  standing,  only  one  of  whom  was 
connected  with  the  Post  Office  administra- 
tion, and  than  whom  I  venture  to  say  we 
could  find  no  abler  or  more  careful  men 
and  thorough  inquirers  either  inside  or 
outside  of  this  House,  wherever  we 
might  go.  This  Committee  devoted 
day  after  day  to  the  consideration  of 
every  grievance  which  the  postal 
employees  could  put  before  them,  and 
they  heard  evidence  to  the  fullest  extent. 
Their  inquiries  extended  over  some- 
thing like  a  year  and  a  half,  and  a 
Member  of  that  Committee  told  me  that 
it  very  nearly  upset  the  organisation  of 
every  other  Government  Department 
that  their  heads  of  Departments  should 
be  taken  away  in  order  to  devote  so 
much  time  to  this  Post  Office  question. 
They  carried  out  the  most  impartial 
and  careful  inquiry  that  could  possibly 
be  held,  and  they  recommended  a  series 
of  changes  which  have  resulted  in 
imposing  upon  the  taxpayers  of  this 
country  an  additional  burden  of  some- 
thing like  £500,000  a  year.  Since  the 
sittings  of  that  Committee  the  postal 
and  telegraph  expenditure  has  increased 
in  a  much  faster  ratio  than  it  did 
before,  and  has  increased,  I  think  I 
am  right  in  saying,  faster  than  the 
revenue  derived.  When  I  consider  the 
great  concessions  that  were  made,  and 
the  great  burden  that  was  placed  upon 
the  taxpayers,  the  care  that  was  given 
to  that  inquiry,  and  the  opportunity 
that  was  afforded  to  every  one  to  have 
their  grievances  heard,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  think  that  a  case  has  been  made  out 
for  trying — not  fresh  matters,  but  for 
retrying  the  same  matters  and  changing 
the  tribunal,  merely  because  all  its 
decisions  were  not  agreeable  to  one  of 

the  parties  concerned.    I  hope  the  House 

will  not  do  anything  so  fatal  to  the 
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efficiency  and  the  organisation  of  our '  by  annual  increments  of  £12,  until  he 
Civil  Service,  as  to  allow  any  large  body  \  he  had  attained  a  maximum  of  £204, 
of  civil  servants  to  think  that  they  have  I  whereas  under  the  Government  employ 
only  to  be  importunate  enough  to  secure  he  would  only  rise  by  annual  increments 
in  this  House  repeated  inquiries  into  i  of  £5  4s.,  the  maximum  being  practically 
their  grievances,  no  matter  what  previous  |  £160.  There  they  had  the  true  point  at 
care  has  been  given  to  their  considera-  \  issue,  if  every  Government  Department 
tion.  I  trust  the  House  will  have  was  bound  by  the  fair  wages  I^solutioa 
oonfidenoe  in  the  desire  of  the  Post- 1  of  this  House.  Every  Department  is 
master  General  to  deal  fairly  with  all  j  under  obligation  by  the  decision  of  this 
his  employees,  and  believe  me  when  I  House  to  become  a  model  euiployer,  and 
say  that  there  is  nothing  easier  for  us  '  the  point  of  dispute  in  connection  with 
to  do  than  to  give  way ;  and  that  it  is  '  this  Amendment  is  that  in  this  connec* 
only  because  we  believe  it  to  be  our  tion  the  Government,  instead  of  being 
duty  to  the  taxpayers  that  we  find  it  a  model  employer,  occupied  as  the  hon. 
necessary  to  refuse  these  recurring  and  Memljer  for  Hoxton  put  it,  the  position 
increasing  demands.  of  a  sweating  employer  and   that   was 

the  ground  on  which  he  and  his  hon. 
(5.22.)  Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  (Merthyr  Wends  supported  the  Amendment  He 
Tydvil)  said  the  Secretary  to  the  trusted  that  Members  on  both  ades  ol 
Treasury  had  carefully  evaded  the  ^^  B.omQ  who  were  interested  in 
point  at  issue.  The  question  was  I  efficiency  in  the  pubUc  service,  would 
whether  a  certain  number  of  tele- 1  ^^e  to  it  that  the  employees  in  this 
graphists  were  to  have  their  maximum  fP^^'a*  Department  of  the  service  of  the 
salary  raised  fro.n  £160  to  £190  a  year.  ^^^.  ^^'*®  ,*^  ®^^  PJ*^^^  ^"  ^™^  ^^ 
He  contended  that  the  concessions  made  equality  with  those  of  private  concerns. 
by  the  Tweedmouth  Committee  imposed  ^"^^f  ^^""i^  T^  J'!^\  inevitably  the 
no  additional  burdens  upon  the  tax-  f^^"^^  ^^^^  ^  A  f  ^^  ^^a  Tf^ 
pavers,  for  aU  that  this  Committee  did  !"the  Telegraph  Department  would  drift 
«^o  x^     n^««.^  11       -*•         r  -lu      into  the  service  of  the  private  companies, 

r^r.   J  fi?        A  'T^^r    '^""^  ^J,^^«    leaving  only  the  inferL  men  to%arry 
extra   profit   made   by  the   Post   Office   ^^^  ^^^  ^J^  ^^  ^^^  S^^      H^  ^^^^ 

amongst   the  Post  Office  servants  who  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^.j,^  ^^^^^  had  been  shown  by 

made  that  profit.     Surely  that  was  not  the   hon.   Gentleman    on    the    Treasury 

imposing    an   additional    burden    unon  Bench  would  not  be  lost  sight  of.     The 

the  taxpayers.      N  otwithstandmg  what  point   was  that   the   employees    of    the 

the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  said,  Government  should  be  brought  up  to  the 

he  considered  that  the  House  of  Com  standard  of  those  who  were  connected 


mens  was  the  proper  place  to  discuss 
the  grievances  of  the  Post  Office 
employees.  In  regard  to  the  grievances 
themselves,  what  was  the  central  fact 
of  the  case  ?  That  men  and  women 
employed  by  the  State  in  the  telegraphic 
and  other  services  were  paid  less  than  the 
same  class  of  employees  performing 
tiDiilar  duties  in  the  employ  of  private 
firms.  Take  for  example,  the  case  already 
mentioned  —  that  of  the  Eastern  Tele- 


with  private  concerns. 

(5.27.)  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis)  said  that  after  the  clear,  fair,  and 
candid  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  regret  sometimes  expressed 
that  the  Postmaster  General  was  not  a 
member  of  this  House  need  no  longer  be 
entertained.  His  hon.  friend  was  entitled 
to  every  credit  for  the  candour  of  his 
,   ^  ~,    ,        1     XX       ^,«       statement.    This  Amendment  was  founded 

graph  Company  Under  the  Post  Office  on  the  assumption  that  the  Government 
a  lad  entermg  the  telegraph  service  has  ought  to  be  what  was  called  a  "  model 
attuned  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  a  wage  employer."  That  meant  that  the 
of  22s.  per  week  of  forty-eight  hours,  Government  was  to  pay  higher  wages 
which  IS  about  5Jd.  an  hour,  but  under  |  than  it  could  get  the  work  done  for. 
the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company,  and ,  Nobody  could  possibly  dispute  that 
other  similar  concerns,  when  he  has  ^  the  Government  could  get  the  work 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  his  wage  done  at  the  wages  paid  at  present.  He 
is  36s.  per  week.  Further  a  young  man  did  not  think  that  any  Government  work 
under  these  private  concerns  woiild  rise  |  was  done   absolutely   satisfactorily,  and 
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the  8cAe  question  was  whether  the 
Ck>veniment  was  to  be  called  upon  to 
{>ay  more  than  it  could  get  the  work 
done  for,  in  order  to  earn  the  character 
of  a  model  employer.  Let  no  hon. 
Member  think  that  he  was  in  favour 
of  low  wages.  He  believed  the  true 
principle  would  be  to  pay  the  highest 
possible  wages  for  the  most  strenuous 
possible  work,  and  to  turn  out  any  man 
who  was  not  capable  or  willing  to  give 
the  best  work  for  the  highest  wages.  If 
that  principle  could  be  applied  to  the 
•Government  Departments,  it  would  pos- 
sibly get  rid  of  one-fourth  of  the  em- 
ployees. His  ideal  would  be  that  the 
Government,  of  all  employers,  should  pay 
the  highest  possible  rate  of  wages  and 
insist  upon  the  most  strenuous  work,  and 
^et  rid  of  those  who  were  too  old, 
or  too  weak,  or  were  incapable  to 
-do  work  of  that  kind.  But  that  was 
really    not    a    possible     or    practicable 

S)licy  at  the  present  time  for  the 
overnment.  Hon.  Members  knew 
^perfectly  well  that  the  position  in  the 
-Government  service  was  "slack  work." 
If  they  went  down  to  a  dockyard,  they 
would  see  among  five  or  six  labourers 
that  there  would  be  three  or  four  stand- 
ing idle.  He  fancied  that  the  telegraph 
anen  were  kept  pretty  hard  at  work,  but 
the  theory  of  those  who  took  to 
•Government  employment  was  that  they 
had  obtained  a  sort  of  privilege,  and 
that  they  were  not  obliged  to  use  that 
strenuous  labour  which  they  would  have 
•to  use  in  the  service  of  a  private  em- 
j>loyer.  He  thought  that  the  term  that 
the  State  should  be  a  **model  employer" 
was  altogether  misleading.  He  would 
much  rather  that  it  was  a  model  Govern- 
ment than  a  model  employer  of  labour, 
because,  after  all,  hon.  Members  must 
remember  that  if  the  Government  had 
'duties  to  those  whom  it  employed,  it  had 
^ater,  more  extensive,  and  higher 
-auties  to  those  for  whom  it  was  trustee. 
It  could  not  be  as  generous  with  the 
money  of  the  taxpayers  as  private 
-employers  were  with  their  own.  So  far 
irom   the  position    of   the  Grovernment 

being  that  of  a  more  generous  employer 

than  a  private  individual,  the  contrary 

was  true.    A  private  individual  could  do 

what  he  would  with  his  own,  but  the 

Government  was  not  at  liberty  to  act  in 

4hat  way.    The  Government  was  purely 

Mn  Gibson  Bowles, 


the  trustee  for  those  on  whom  it  levied 
taxes,  and,  there|{ore,  it  was  less  at 
liberty  to  be  what  was  oalled  a  modd 
employer.  It  was  perfectly  clear  that 
the  Government  was  paying  wages*  to 
the  employees  now  in  question^  wfaioh 
sufficed  to  get  men  to  do  the  work  which 
was  required.  It  was  perfectly  notorioas 
that  if  there  were  any  places  open,  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  filUng  them  up.  That 
showed  that  the  wages  were  not,  on  the 
whole,  inadequate. 

The  whole  of  this  debate  raised 
once  again  the  very  serious  questicni  of 
the  way  in  whieh  dvil  servants  were 
using  their  electoral  power  in  older  to 
bring  pressure  to  bear  on  this  House. 
He  was  aware  that  many  hon.  Members, 
who  brought  forward  the  position  of 
servants  of  the  State,  did  so  against 
their  own  desires,  because  of  the 
almost  irresistible  pressure  piaeed 
upon  them  by  the  servants  of  the 
State  who  were  at  the  same  time 
electors.  He  hoped  he  should  not  be 
thought  to  be  deficient  in  sympathy  ^r 
those  who  received  low  wages  in  the 
service  ot  the  State,  amongst  whom 
he  should  certainly  not  in^ude  the 
telegraphists.  If  Government  employees 
continued  to  exercise  influence  on  those 
who  sat  in  this  House,  he  thought  the 
question  would  become  a  very  grave 
one,  and  he  was  afraid  the  House  would 
have  to  consider  whether  it  should  not 
revert  to  the  old  constitutional  principle, 
and  disfranchise  every  man  employed  by 
the  State.  He  hoped  it  would  not  come 
to  that,  but  if  it  did  it  would  be  in 
consequence  of  this  increasing  pressure. 
He  supported  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  in  resisting  this  particular 
Amendment,  because  it  was  one  of  many 
which  tended  to  illustrate  a  form  of 
tyranny  that  waS|becoming  unbearable, 
and  which  tended  seriously  to  injure 
the  character  of  this  House  as  making 
its  Members  the  advocates  of  classes, 
sections,  and  little  communities  instead 
of  being  trustees  not  for  them  alone,  but 
for  the  whole  community. 


♦(5.35.)   Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonpon) 

said  he   could  speak  from  a  fairlv  long 

experience,  and  thought   he  could  say 

I  that,  outside  any   legitimate   grievance, 

these  men  no  more  influenced  or  brou^^t 
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pre«Bure  to  bear  upon  Pariiamentarj 
representatives  than  any  other  con- 
stituents in  the  country.  If  he  might 
say  so  the  hon.  Member  for  King*s 
Lynn  had  a  bee  in  his  bonnet  on  this 
particular  question.  They  had  heard 
his  views  expressed  over  and  over  again. 
There  was  one  statement  he  had  made 
he  thought  he  must  contradict,  and  in 
support  of  that  contradiction  he  would 


statement  he  had  made  and  that  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  These  ques- 
tions would  continue  to  be  brought 
forward  in  that  House  by  the  people's 
representatives.  If  the  hon.  Member 
was  anxious  to  bring  to  a  stop  the 
bringing  forward  of  these  grievances  by 
the  Parliamentary  representatives  of 
these  men,  let  him  carry  out  his 
suggestion  and  propose  a  Resolution  to- 


give    him    evidence    which    would     be  i  disfranchise  the  Government  employees 


endorsed  by  the  Secretary  to   the  Ad 
miralty.      The  hon.  Member  for   King  s 
Lynn  said  that   when  they  went   into 


throughout  the  country.  The  hon. 
Member  was  ope  of  the  most  ingenious 
Parliamentarians    in    the    House,    and 


a  dockyard '  there   were  many   methods    known    to 

I  him  by  means  of  which  he  could  bring 

The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN :    Order,    forward  a  Resolution.      He  invited  the 

order !    1  allowed  the  hon.  Gentleman  to   hon.  Member,  not  merely  to  make  these 

use  that  simile,  but  not  to  discuss  it.  aspersions  on  men  who  were  not  able  to 

j  protest  in  person,  but  to  give  the 
*Mr.  KEARLEY  said  his  was  a  simile  House  an  opportunity  of  voting,  and  he 
also.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  pointed  thought  he  would  find  himself  in  one 
out  that  when  they  went  into  a  dock- ,  of  those  minorities  of  which  he  had 
yard  they  saw  there  perhaps  half  a  |  experience  in  the  past.  He  was  per- 
docen  men,  and  they  would  find  at  least  i  fectly  sure  the  hon.  Gentleman's  views 
three  or  four  of  them  standing  idle.  |  were  singular  and  exceptional,  and  would 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  could  give  i  find  no  echo  among  Members, 
a  denial  to  that  and  so  could  the  Secretary 

to  the  Treasury,  who  had  filled  the  (5.42.)  Captain  NORTON  said  the 
position  of  Civil  Lord  to  the  Admiralty,  debate  had  gone  completely  oflf  the  line. 
Both  hon.  Gentlemen  had  had  large  He  reminded  the  Committee  that  his 
experience  of  Grovernment  employees,  statement  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
How  was  it  that  in  the  Dockyards  they  got  broad  question  of  the  living  wage.  His 
their  ships  built  cheaper  than  in  any  contention  was  that  the  Government 
private  shipyards  1  They  knew  the  hon.  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith, 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  was  an  advocate  inasmuch  as  they  had  issued  a  statement 
of  the  old  detestable  policy  of  **The  devil  that  the  salaries  would  rise  by  certain 
take  the  hindmost."  The  hon.  Member  gradations  to  a  maximum  of  £190,  and 
believed  in  what  was  called  supply  and  now  they  had  placed  the  men  in  a 
demand,  and  said  that  the  Government  position  which  prevented  them  by  any 
oould  get  these  postal  employees  at  this  possibility  rising  to  that  amount.  There 
price,  and  why  should  they  pay  more  1  were  still  200  men  to  whom  the  Govern- 
And  then,  because  their  case  was  broiight  ment  had  given  a  distinct  pledge,  and 
forward  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  a  the  Government  stood  convicted  of  a 
constitutional  manner,  he  said,  "  If  I  had  breach  of  faith  towards  them, 
my  way,  I  would  disfranchise  the  whole 

Jot."  I      Mr.    hartley  (Islington,   N)  said 

;  that,  having  been  in  the  public  service 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  did  not  I  himself,  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words. 
tay  that.  What  I  said  was  that  if  this  i  He  sympathised  with  all  legitimate 
kind  of  thing  continued  the  House  grievances,  but  he  desired  to  associate 
would  have  to  consider  whether  it  himself  with  the  protest  of  the 
•hould  not  revert  to  the  old  constitu-  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
tional  principle,  and  disfranchise  every  againi^t  the  continual  applications 
man  employed  by  the  State.  which    were    being    received,    and    the 

pressure    which     was    being    put     on 

*Mr.  KEABLEY  said  he  did  not  think  Members  of  Parliament  from  the  publio 
there  was  much  difference  between  the    service.   Itwas,  of  course,  a  very  pleasant 
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thing  to  advocate  increases  of   pay  to 
everybody.     He  should  like  to  advocate 
that  himself.      He  also  agreed  that  the 
State  should  be   a  model  employer,  and 
that  it  should  pay  well,  but  it  should  do 
so  in  a  reasonable  manner  and  not  pay 
fictitiously  higher  prices  than  would  be 
•obtained  in  other  similar  walks  of  life. 
If  the  pay  of  Post  Office  telegraphists 
^as   compared   with  the    pay   of    men 
similarly  engaged  in  private  employment, 
it  would  be  found  to  be  higher.     If  it 
were  not,  it  would  be  extraordinary  that, 
on   every  vacancy,  a  large   number  of 
persons  desired  to  get  in.     He  did  not 
wish  to  throw  cold  water  on  any  person's 
Teal  grievances,  but  ho  thought  it  was 
rather  amusing  that  while  they  were 
always  complaining  of  increasing  taxa- 
tion, they  should  at  the  same  time  be 
•advocating     extremely   liberal     salaries. 
He  thought  such  debates  were  injurious 
to   the   public  service,    and    tended    to 
demoralise  it.     If  real  grievances  existed 
they   ought  certainly    to    be  redressed. 
They  ought  not  even  to  trust  to  the 
Government  to  put  them  right,  but  in 
those  days  of  the  Press,  he  thought  every 
Government  would  act  rightly  towards 
persons  employed  by  the  State.    But,  as 
th»^^  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  had 
said,   if  the    present  system  continued, 
and  if  these  grievances   were  to    be  a  | 
continual    source    of    agitation    in    the 
House,   he   was   sure  it  would  tend  to 
demoralise  and  injure  the  public  service. 

Mr.     McKENNA      (Monmouthshire, 
N.) :  What  evidence  is  there  of  that  ? 


Mr.    BARTLEY:   The  hon.  Member 
asked      him      what     evidence      there 
was  of    that,   but   he   knew  as   much 
about  the  public  service  as  the    hon. 
Member,  as  he  had  been  twenty  years 
in  it,  and  he  knew  also  the  effect  of  such 
debates  on  the  staff.     Men  clamoured  to 
get  into  the  public  service,  and  some  of 
them,  as  soon  as  they  were  in,  clamoured 
for  an  increase  of  pay.     He  had  a  great 
many  civil  servants  in  his  constituency — 
he  respected  them  very  much — and    he 
believed  the  bulk  of  them  were  satisfied. 
But  there  were  also  an  enormous  number 
of  clerks  earning  about  the  same  salaries 
in  private  employment ;   and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  advantages 
in  salary,  pension,  and  in  other  ways  of 
the   public  service  were  much   greater 
than  could  be  obtained  in  private  em- 
ployment.    He  knew  the  case  of  a  man 
who  was  in    private    employment    for 
forty  years,  and  was  not  receiving  any- 
thing like  what  he  would  have  had  in 
the  public  service,  and  he  was  told  at 
one  or  two  days  notice  that  he  must 
leave  without   a  pension   or    anything 
else.    The  public  service  was  fairly  UberaL 
He  thought  grievances  should    be    re- 
dressed,  but  he  did  say  that  continual 
agitation  on    every    occasion,   and    the 
putting    of    pressure    on    Members    of 
Parliament,wa8  dangerous,  and  tended  to 
injure  the  public  service. 

(5.48.)  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,    134  ; 
Noes,  165.      Division  List,  No.  118.) 
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Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Siiames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
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Thomas,  David  Alfred(Merthyr 
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Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
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Brotherton,  E<)ward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn.  J .  A  (Glasgow 
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Han  bury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Higgin bottom,  S.  W. 
Hoaie,  Sir  Samuel 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hot>e,J.  F.(Sheffield  Brightside 
Horner,  Fre<lerick  William 
Hudson,  George  Bickernteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
J essel, Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon,Hon.Geo.T.  (Denbigh) 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 


Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
^egge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.-C»»l.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.Cha'  les  W  (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Wall  er(  Bristol,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  Col.  Franc  s( Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J(  Port  hmouth) 
Macartney,RtHn  W.G.Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Macooochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Ca«mont,Col.  H.L.B(Cambs. 
M'Calmont,Col.  J.  (Antrim,E.) 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Map()in,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulnh 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  ( DumfrieHsh. 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mi<ldlemore,Jno.Throgmorton 
MitcheU,  William 
More,Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Marray,Rt.  Hn  AGri»hMm(Bnte 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (L'ov«ntry) 
Murray, C-ol.  VVyndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  (Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
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Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chiohoster) 
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Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J .  W.  ( Woroesterah.  N.  > 
Wodehoase,Rt.  Hn.£.R(BaUi)- 
Wolff.  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomad 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
W^yndham-Qoin,  Major  W.  H. 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  William  WiJrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

(6.0.)  Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
urged  upon  the  Grovernment  the  need  of 
an  alternative  cable  between  the  Island  of 
Lewis  and  the  Mainland.  He  said  it 
had  not  fallen  to  his  lot  to  thank  any 
Minister  for  much,  but  on  this  occasion 
he  was  pleased  to  be  able  to  thank  the 
Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  for  the  pains 
he  had  taken  to  repair  the  cable  from 
Lewis  to  Stornaway.  There  were  30,000 
people  on  the  Island  of  Lewis,  and  it 
was  most  essential  that  there  should  not 
be  these  breakdowns  in  cable  communica- 
tion between  the  island  and  the  main- 
land, which  had  the  result  of  dislocating 
all  business.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the 
Post  Office  would  see  their  way,  in  order 
to  guard  against  these  constant  break- 
downs, to  laying  another  cable  between 
Stornaway  and  Lewis.  He  also  suggested 
that  the  charge  for  the  registered  tele 
graphic  addresses  should  be  increased 
from  one  guinea  to  two  guineas,  which 
he  thought  would  have  the  effect 
of  greatly  increasing  the  telegraph 
revenue.  He  also  complained  of  the 
insanitary  state  of  the  telegraph  offices, 
which  he  stated  was  most  serious,  and 
which  he  believed  was  the  cause  of  a 
large  number  of  the  cases  of  illness 
among  the  telegraph  operators  and  em- 
ployees, and  he  hoped  that  the  insanitary 
telegraph  offices  would  very  soon  be 
placed  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

Mb.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Gamlachie)  said  he  took  this  oppor- 
tunity of  drawing  attention  to 
the  frequent  breakdown  in  winter 
of  the  telegraphic  service  between 
Scotland  and  London.  He  frankly  ad- 
mitted the  great  efficiency  with  which 
the  Post  Office  did  its  work,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments conducted  their  business,  but  he 


pointed  out  that  for  a  long  period  during 
the  last  winter,  telegraphic  communica* 
tion  with  Scotland  was  interrupted^ 
that  owing  to  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  the  snowstorms  and  the  gales^ 
and  the  wrecking  of  the  telegraph  post, 
the  condition  of  things  was  such 
that  telegraphic  communication  between 
London  and  Scotland  was  suspended^ 
and  that  on  several  occasions,  telegrams 
to  Scotland  from  London  had  to  be 
sent  via  New  York.  The  Chambers  of 
Commerce  of  Scotland  had  communi- 
cated with  the  Post  Office,  but  they  did 
not  receive  an  entirely  satisfactory  reply. 
The  Government  said  they  did  not  Me 
their  way  to  make  any  change  within 
any  definite  time,  but  had  confined 
themselves  to  general  promises.  Be- 
tween London  and  the  Midlands  means^ 
had  been  taken  to  obviate  these  diffi- 
culties, and  in  view  of  that  fact  he 
drew  attention  to  the  state  of  affairs 
in  Scotland  in  order  to  impress 
upon  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  necessity 
of  giving  to  Scotland  a  similar  service 
to  that  which  had  been  given  to  the 
Midlands.  If  the  business  had  been 
in    the    hands     of     a     private     com* 

Eany  a  second  set  of  wires  would 
ave  been  put  up  long  ago.  He  desired 
to  impress  the  hon.  Gentleman  with  the 
necessity  for  dealing  with  this  matter  at 
once.  The  expenditure,  no  doubt,  would 
be  great,  but  money  could  be  borrowed 
at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  and  every 
penny  spent  would  mean  extra  revenue. 
If  the  Post  Office  wished  the  Telegraph 
Service  to  yield  the  revenue  they  expected, 
they  would  have  to  be  prepared  to  spend 

money  freely,  to  alter  their  plans,  and  not 

use  things  which   were   liable  to  these 

checks  and    breakdowns.     This   was  ft 

serious  matter,  and  he  hoped  it  would 

receive  the  earnest  consideration  of  the 

hon.  Gentleman.     He  would  not  move 
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reduction  now,  but  only  in  the  event    application  of  the  proper  ways  and  means 


of    his    not     obtaining 
answer. 


a     satisfactory 


♦(6.10.)  Sir  JOHN  LENG(Dundee)said 
he  supported  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
in  the  complaint  he  made  with  regard 
to  the  interruption  of  telegraphic  com- 
munication, which  was  very  inconvenient 
to  the  people  of  Scotland.  Telegraphic 
communication  was  to  the  Body  Politic 
what  the  nervous  system  was  to  the 
human  body,  and  any  interruption  to 
that  meant  nothing  less  than  paralysis. 
When  on  former  occasions  he  adverted  to 
this  subject,  the  replies  he  had  received 
were  always  to  the  effect  that  the  delays 
were  exceptional  and  caused  by  excep- 
tional storms.  The  experience,  however, 
of  the  last  two  years  nad  gone  to  show 
that  these  storms  were  by  no  means  ex- 
ceptional, but  occurred  with  regularity 
year  after  year  in  the  depth  of  the  winter 
The  fact  of  the  matter  was  that  the  tela 
graph  poles  were  found  to  be  too  weak- 
The  Post  Office  strengthened  the  poles, 
but  having  done  that,  they  proceeded  to 
multiply  the  number  of  wires  they  had 
to  carry,  with  the  natural  consequence 
that  whenever  a  gale  of  wind  or  heavy 
falls  of  snow  occurred,  the  poles  were 
not  able  to  carry  the  weight  of  the 
wires.  Last  November  and  December  the 
stoppages  had  been  worse  than  ever. 
According  to  th  e  reply  given  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Post 
Office  to  Questions  put  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Newcastle  and  himself,  ' 
in  December  letst  the  wires  between 
Newcastle  and  Glasgow  were  interrupted  ' 
for  four  days,  during  which  time  there  | 
were  no  telegrams,  either  private  or  busi- 
ness, and  it  might  be  said  that  as  far  I 
as  telegraphic  communication  was  con-  | 
-cerned,  Scotland  was  shut  from  the ' 
whole  of  the  civilised  world.  The  news- 1 
papers  were  without  their  ordinary 
telegraphic  communication ;  they  were 
without  the  financial  reports,  and  all 
that  class  of  information  for  which  busi- 
ness, men  look  first  in  the  morning. 
This  was  bad  business  on  the  part  of  the 
Department.  The  duty  of  the  Depart- 
ment was  to  maintain  steady,  regular,  j 
and  uninterrupted  tele^^raphic  com- 
munication. Its  failure  to  do  that 
implied  a  failure  of  its  ideas  and  of  its 
VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


to  fulfil  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
established. 

The  Financial  Secretary  had  ad- 
mitted that  this  was  an  important 
question  so  far  as  revenue  was  con- 
cerned. The  loss  of  revenue  in  Novem- 
ber was  £2,500,  and  in  December 
£5,500.  But  a  more  important  point 
was  that  of  repairs.  These  were  estimated 
to  cost  in  November  £2,500  and  in 
December  no  less  than  £27,000,  or  a 
total  loss  to  the  Department,  in  revenue 
and  repairs,  of  £37,500.  The  loss  to  the 
Department,  however,  was  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  loss  to  the  business 
men  of  the  country.  So  important  to 
business  men  was  this  question,  that  a 
very  influential  deputation,  composed  of 
gentlemen  representing  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce  in  the  North- East  of  England 
and  the  whole  of  Scotland,  and  other 
business  men,  waited  upon  the  Post- 
master General  in  March  last.  The 
Postmaster  General  did  not  deny  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject ;  he  agreed  as  to 
the  desirabiUty  of  these  interuptions 
and  delays  being  prevented  by  the  laying 
down  of  underground  wires  ;  and  he  re- 
ferred to  the  fact  that  a  subterranean 
cable  had  for  some  time  been  working 
satisfactorily  between  London  and 
Birmingham,  intimating  that  this  was 
about  to  be  extended  to  Stafford  and 
then  to  Warrington,  where  it  would  join 
the  existing  cable  between  Manchester 
and  Liverpool.  He  also  stated  that  the 
laying  of  a  section  beyond  Preston,  a  dis- 
tance of  only  thirty  miles,  was  contem- 
plated during  the  present  year  with  a 
view  to  its  ultimate  extension  to  Scotland. 
Next  Winter  there  would  probably  be 
other  storms  similar  to  those  of 
November  and  December  last  ;  the 
whole  of  Scotland,  with  the  North  of 
England,  would  be  again  cut  off  for  days 
from  the  civilised  world ;  they  would 
e,  to  use  a  telegraphic  word,  insulated. 
To  the  Postmaster  General  the  question 
was  apparently  one  of  cost.  The 
expenditure  on  the  Birmingham  under- 
ground wire  had  been  £165,000,  and  it 
was  calculated  the  extension  to  Glasgow 
would  cost  £700,000.  Assuming  the 
£165,000  had  to  be  deducted  from  that, 
it  It'ft  a  balance  of  little  more  than 
£500,000.  According  to  the  Postmaster 
General,  this  was  more  a  Treasury  than 
2  B 
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a  Poet  Office  matter,  and  the  noble  Lord  Department  who  might  better  be 
felt  a  difficulty  in  asking  for  the  described  as  permanent  obstructionists, 
necessary  grant  in  consequence  of  the  and  who  did  not  exhibit  that  readiness 
heavy  burdens  under  which  the  country  to  adopt  one  of  the  most  important 
was  labouring  by  reason  of  the  war  in  scientific  inventions  of  the  age  which 
South  Africa.  But  whatever  difficulty  might  have  been  expected  of  them, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  ^  The  system  would  materially  facilitate 
have,  the  Postmaster  General  ought  to  telegraphic  communication  in  the 
present  to  the  Treasury  the  whole  case  merchant  service  and  the  Navy,  with 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms,  leaving  lighthouse  stations,  and  also  between  the 
with  them  the  responsibility  for  the  islands  of  Scotland,  where,  in  bad 
answer  they  gave.  The  complaint  of  weather,  it  was  very  important  there 
business  men  generally  was  that  the  should  be  some  such  means  of  communi- 
Postmaster  General  should  feel  this  cation.  The  attitude  of  the  officials  of 
difficulty  about  the  expenditure  of  half  a  the  Telegraph  Department  towards  wire- 
million  to  complete  the  underground  less  telegraphy  was  almost  precisely  that 
system  to  Scotland.  In  two  months  the  of  the  Admiralty  in  the  early  part  of 
Department  had  lost  £37,500  in  revenue  '  the  last  century  when  they  ridiculed 
and  the  cost  of  repairs,  a  sum  which  I  the  proposals  of  Henry  Bell, the  inventor 
represented  far  more  than  the  interest  i  of  the  application  of  steam  to  navigation, 
on  £1,000,000.  He  contended  that '  as  being  impracticable  and  unworthy 
there  ought  to  be  no  hesitation  in  ,  of  consideration.  Lord  Nelson,  a  man  of 
regard  to  this  expenditure,  especially ,  genius,  strongly  urged  them  to  adopt 
seemg  it  was  reproductive.  At  a  time  steam  navigation,  but  they  declined; 
when  the  money  of  the  nation  was  and  Henry  Bell  was  compelled  to 
going  to  South  Africa  at  the  rate  of  >  address  his  offers  to  foreign  Powers, 
£1,000,000  a  week,  it  was  most  unwise  I  with  the  result  that  America  placed  a 
there  should  be  this  parsimony  in '  steamer  on  the  Hudson  River  before 
regard  to  an  item  of  reproductive  i  one  was  placed  on  the  Clyde.  It  was  to 
expenditure  amounting  to  only  £500,000.  be  hoped  the  Post  Office  would  not  have 
Everyone  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  |  a  similarly  disgraceful  record  in  this 
telegraphic  communication,  and  every- .  matter,  but  that  they  would  show  they 
one  suffered  inconvenience  and  often  were  awake  to  the  progress  of  science 
pecuniary  loss  if  that  communication  and  its  practical  application, 
was  not  maintained. 

He  also  desired  to  refer  to  the  attitude  j  (6.35.)  Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) 
of  the  Post  Office  towards  the  adoption  called  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to 
of  wireless  telegraphy.  What  was  the  the  Treasury  to  the  importance  of 
Department  doing  to  encourage  its  guarding  against  telegraphic  communi- 
adoption   by   arranging   communication  '  cation  with  Scotland  being  interrupted. 


with  the  Marconi  stations?  The 
Marconi  system  had  been  adopted  by  the 
great  Transatlantic  and  German  lines, 
with  conspicuous  advantage.  The 
Admiralty    had  •  shown   their   apprecia- 


and  especially  commented  on  the  exposed 
position  of  the  wires  on  the  East  coast. 
The  interruption  of  telegraphic  businf>6& 
for  three  or  four  days  which  occurred 
last  Winter  was  a  very  serious  misfortune. 


tion  of  the  system  by  adopting  it  on  130  Already  the  considerable  loss  incurred 
ships  in  His  Majesty's  Navy.  But,  as  I  by  this  interruption  of  communication 
far  as  he  could  discover,  the  Post  Office  j  had  been  referred  to.  The  Post  Office 
had  done  nothing  to  link  on  i  had  und  rtaken  to  supply  underground 
their  system  of  wires  with  the  wires  in  some  parts  of  England,  and  he 
Marconi  stations.  In  this  matter  he  did  j  thought  there  was  much  stronger  reason 
not  wish  to  blame  so  much  the  Post-  for  taking  this  course  in  regard  to  the 
master  General  or  the  Financial  Secre-  wires  communicating  with  Aberdeen, 
tary  to  the  Treasury.  In  several  respects  '  Glasgow,  and  Dundee,  which  were  so 
they  had  shown  an  advanced  and  en- ,  liable  to  disturbance.  There  was  no  part 
lightened  spirit,  and  had  not  stood  in  '  of  the  United  Kingdom  subject  to  more 
the  way  of  important  reforms.  But  I  severe  and  protracted  snowstorms  than 
there    were   permanent  officials  in   the    the  country  between  Fife  and  Aberdeen, 

Sir  John  Leng, 
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which  affected  not  only   the  telegraph  i  that  the  Post  Office  has,  in  some   way, 
wires  but  also  the  railroads ;  and  so  it  I  favoured  the  Midlands  or  English  towns. 


might  happen  that  the  whole  of  that 
district    and    the   towns  of    Aberdeen 


and  refused  the  same  favours  to  Scotland. 
The  events  of  the  last  two  years  have 


and  Moray  might  become  entirely  iso-  been  quite  exceptional  in  the  experience 
lated  for  a  coa^iderable  period.  It  was  ,  of  the  Post  Office.  Over  a  period  of  ten 
true  that  there  were  telegraphic  lines  years  before  that,  the  expenditure  re- 
running across  that  part  of  Scotland  to  |  quired  for  repairs  has  been  only  a  little 
the  West,  but  even  these  were  very  liable  ,  over  £3,000.  During  the  last  year  and  the 
to  snowstorms  and  might  frequently  be  !  year  before  there  werealtogether  abnormal 
interrupted.  He  thought  those  hon.  I  storms,  causing  abnormal  damage,  affect- 
Members  who  realised  what  telegraphic  i  ing  the  communication  with  Scotland 
communication  meant  would  feel  that '  especially.  The  only  reason  why  the  coun- 
his  hon.  friend  had  put  a  very  strong  '  try  between  London  and  Birmingham  was 
case.  This  was  a  matter  which  had  '  taken  for  the  first  experiment  for  under- 
excited  the  greatest  possible  interest  in  ,  ground  wires  was  because  it  was  found 
the  North  East  of  Scotland,  and  he  hoped  that  that  district  was  very  liable  to  be 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  would  interrupted.  Winds  sweeping  across  the 
make  a  beginning  in  Scotland.  With  Midlands  cause  some  of  the  most  im- 
regard  to  the  Marconi  system,  his  hon.  portant  interruptions  of  communication 
friend  had  not  mentioned  one  country  '  between  Scotland  and  the  South,  and 
with  which  they  had  great  difficulty  t  the  Post  Office  dealt  first  with  the 
in  commun  eating  on  account  of  the  !  districts  that  suffered  most,  and  we  shall 
enormous  expense  of  laying  cables.  He  '  proceed  with  such  extensions  as  will  give 
referred  to  Iceland.  By  the  Marconi  |  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  whole 
system  communication  might  be  estab-  service.  Naturally  the  Post  Office 
lished  with  Iceland  at  a  small  expense.  Department  is  anxious  to  press  on  with 
He  thought  their  meteorological  service  ,  the  work  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  we 
would  be  more  complete  if  it  included  -  are  devoting  X3o,000  to  it  this  year — not 
Iceland  and  was  connected  with  it  by  i  so  much  as  1  could  wish,  but  the  money 
telegraphic  communication.  In  that  I  will  be  spent  for  the  advantage  of 
way  they  would  be  able  to  render  a  '  northern  communication,  and  not  in 
considerable  service  to  agriculturists.         |  favour  of  any  particular  district  on  the 

\  way   to   Scotland.     The  enormous  im- 

(6.42.)    Mr.    AUSTEN    CHAMBER-   F>''^a'i^'«    ^^    Scotland    of    telegraphic 

LAIN  :    In    reply  to  the  hon.  Member   communication  is  fuUy  recognised,  and 

for  Dundee,  I  am  bound  to  sav  '  ^^®  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^°  ^e°^®^ 
that  he  has  made  himself  so  well  ^}'^  system  secure  as  soon  as  that  can  be 
acquainted  with  what  has  passed  ,  ^^^®-  .It  is  quite  possible  that  in  another 
between  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  |  ^^^^  disturbances  may  require  expendi- 
deputation  that  waited  upon  him  that  I  ,  ture  on  cables  in  the  South-West  and 
am  afraid  I  cannot  add  to  the  knowledge  'South  East,  whence  traffic  to  the  Con- 
which  the  hon.  Member  already  possesses,  tment  goes  and  cables  in  all  parts  of  the 
There  are  one  or  two  remarks  which  I  Kingdom  have  to  be  considered, 
should  like  to  make  in  reference  to  what  But  even  wi  h  these  underground 
fell  from  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  cables  we  are  not  able  to  do  away  with 
Camlachie  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  the  overhead  wires,  and  we  do  not  get 
man  the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen,  rid  of  that  expense.  In  our  present 
No  one  will  dispute  the  enormous  im-  state  of  knowledge  we  cannot  do  all  our 
portance  which  uninterrupted  telegraphic  business  by  underground  cables.  I  am 
facilities  have  come  to  possess  in  the  '  not  an  expert  on  the  subject,  but  I  am 
organisation  of  our  modern  life,  and  it  is  informed  that  there  are  several  forms  of 
a  great  proof  of  the  services  rendered  to  tele^^raphy  which  cannot  be  conducted 
the  country  that  the  interruption  of  by  underground  cables.  Underground 
telegraphic  facil  ties  is  so  severely  felt,  cables,  though  cheapened  and  improved 
The  problem  is  not  quite  such  a  simple  by  science,  are  still  very  costly,  and  less 
one  as  is  supposed.  I  have  listened  with  satislactory  in  workinpj  than  overhead 
horror    and   dismay  to  the  suggestion    wires.     Therefore   we  are  obliged  under 
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any  circumstances  to  keep  overhead 
wires  going,  and  we  do  not  get  that 
relief  which  Members  have  held  out  as 
an  inducement  to  proceed  with  the  laying 
of  underground  cables.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  has  stated  that 
after  all  we  make  a  great  profit  from  the 
telegraph,  and  we  ought  to  be  well  con- 
tent to  spend  a  Uttle  money  to  guard 
our  revenue  and  protect  our  customers 
against  the  risk  of  interruption.  I  wish 
we  did  make  a  profit.  I  am  most 
anxious,  speaking  for  the  Treasury,  to 
give  to  the  Post  Office  a  fair  share,  a 
not  ungenerous  share,  of  any  additional 
profits  made,  to  go  to  the  improvement 
of  any  portion  of  the  service  the  Post- 
master General  may  think  desirable.  It 
is  often  difficult  for  a  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  to  do  full  justice  to  the  cause 
of  the  Postmaster  General  in  this  House, 
but  I  never  feel  more  difficulty  in  having 
to  defend  the  Estimates  than  when  I 
have  to  put  forward  Treasury  views 
perhaps  not  wholly  those  of  the  Post- 
master General.  I  think  it  would  be  fair 
to  say,  taking  the  average  over  a  number 
of  years  of  the  amount  the  Post 
Office  and  telegraphic  services  have 
respectively  contributed  to  the  State  for 
the  last  few  years,  there  is  half  of  the 
additional  profit  to  go  to  the  revenue  and 
the  remainder  to  be  at  the  disposition  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  but  the  difficulty 
is  that  the  telegraph  service  has  no 
profit,  and  not  only  so,  it  makes  a  loss. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  that  part  of  the  loss 
was  probably  due  to  these  interruptions. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
That  is  perfectly  true,  but  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  means  to  imply  that 
the  loss  will  be  likely  to  be  recovered, 
and  that  we  shall  be  likely  to  do  better 
if  we  spend  all  this  money,  that  is  not  so. 
We  can  carry  on  a  certain  amount 
of  traffic  during  the  interruption,  but 
the  amount  stopped  is,  after  all,  a 
very  small  figure.  In  the  worse  week  of 
last  year  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
telegrams  was  only  6  per  cent,  on  the 
total  figure.  That  is  serious  enough,  and 
I  do  not  say  it  is  satisfactory ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  must  not 
suppose  that  there  is  untold  wealth  to 
be  got  out  of  this  provision  against 
interruptions,  and  he  must  bear  in  mind 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 


the  fact  that  our  expenses  for  maintain- 
ing overhead  wires  will  have  to  go  on 
after  the  underground  cables  are  laid. 
Therefore,  the  position  is  not  quite  so 
strong  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Camlachie 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Aberdeen  would  naturally 
suppose.  At  the  same  time,  I  share 
the  desire  of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  go  on  with  this  work  as  rapidly  as 
possible ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Committee  must  recognise  that  the 
present  financial  year,  with  the  proposals 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  had 
to  make,  is  not  a  promising  occasion  for 
coming  for  a  great  increase  in  tele- 
graphic expenditure  without  any  great 
increase  of  revenue.  We  are  bound  to 
have  some  regard  to  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  finance  of  the  country,  and  I 
do  not  think  we  should  be  justified  in 
very  largely  increasing  expenditure  this 
year,  or  in  borrowing  largely,  having 
regard  to  the  great  needs  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  other  ways.  The  figure  i8 
£30,000  altogether,  which  would  he 
quite  an  inadequate  figure  if  it  were  to 
be  taken  as  the  measure  of  our  normal 
rate  of  progress.  I  hope  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  next  year  will  be  more 
prosperous,  and  that  they  will  enable  us 
to  make  more  progress.  I  assure  the 
Committee  that  we  do  not  underrate  the 
importance  of  the  question,  and  that  we 
shall  not  forget  it  in  the  framing  of  next 
yearns  Estimates.        JJ  x 


^(6.55.)  Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON 
(Leith  Burghs)  said  he  sympathised  with 
the  statement  of  the  Financial  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  the  sums  allowed 
for  underground  cables  for  several  years 
past  had  been  very  small.  He  did  not 
urge  the  extension  of  the  underground 
system  on  the  ground  that  it  would  pay, 
but  he  did  urge  it  as  an  absolute  neces- 
sity in  order  to  prevent  the  chaos  in 
business  arrangements  in  the  great 
centres  in  Scotland  which  resulted  when 
these  great  disasters  occurred.  He  urged 
this  also  because  neither  the  Treasury 
nor  the  Post  Office  should  place  reliance 
on  the  probability  of  fine  weather.  Last 
year  they  were  particularly  fortunate, 
but  in  many  parts  of  the  country  the 
telegraph  wires  were  interrupted  more  or 
less  every  year. 
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Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  ;  when  the  Department  would  be  prepared 
The  cost  for  repairs  has  averaged  £3,000  to  undertake  the  further  extension  of 
ov6r  the  whole  country  for  the  ten  years  l  the  wires.  In  the  reply  which  the  Post- 
to  which  I  referred.  Storms  do  not  master  General  gave  to  the  deputation 
always  occur  in  the  same  districts,  and  which  recently  waited  on  him  there  was  no 
the  situation  is  difficult  to  ascertain.  assurance  offered  by  the  noble  Lord  that 

anything    more    was  intended  than  to 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  said  that  supply  the  needs  of  the  North  of  England. 
Owing  to  the  growth  of  the  number  of  {  What  they  would  like  to  know  was 
telegraph  wires  used  for  business  transac- '  whether  the  Department  would  extend 
tions  any  interruption  of  the  service  by  '  the  wires  farther  north.  The  repeated 
storms  was  the  more  readily  felt.  It  was  |  interruption  of  the  system  was  an  in- 
often  supposed  that  the  wires  were  blown  tolerable  nuisance  in  cities  like  Glasgow 
down  or  that  trees  fell  across  them,  but  as  and  Edinburgh ;  and  they  brought  this 
a  matter  of  fact  it  was  neither  wind  nor  proposal  forward  as  a  provision  which 
trees  that  brought  them  down.  The  was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  great 
damage  was  caused  by  snow  freezing  on  .  centres  of  industry, 
them. 

♦(7.0.)  Sir  ANDREW  AGNEW  (Edin- 

Me.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That  burgh,  S.)  asked  whether  the  Post  Offire 
is  very  rare.  It  was  nearly  always  the  had  any  definite  scheme  for  carrying  on 
effect  of  outside  objects  falling  across  the  continuously  this  work  of  underground 
wires.  cable  extension   to  its   conclusion.     At 

present  they  had   no   definite   promise 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  thought  that  it  would  be  carried  beyond  the 
there  was  some  misapprehension  on  this  North  of  England.  It  would  be  satis- 
matter.  He  lived  in  a  part  of  the  factory  to  the  people  of  Edinburgh  and 
country  where  he  had  opportunities  of  Glasgow  to  know  whether  there  was  a 
acquiring  information  on  this  subject.  ,  definite  time  within  which  they  might 
He  had  great  respect  for  the  opinion  of  count  upon  having  the  cable  brought  to 
t  he  Telegraph  Department  engineer,  and  those  places. 
he  readily  acknowledged  that  owing  to 

his  exertions  a  great  deal  of  work  had  |  (7.1.)  Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire)  said 
been  done  in  Scotland  which  had  enor-  it  was  quite  true  that  the  Financial 
mously  helped  the  outlying  parts  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  spoken 
country ;  but  with  regard  to  the  damage  sympathetically  in  a  general  way,  but  he 
done  by  storms  he  could  state  thatafter  had  given  no  definite  prombe  that  he  was 
a  bad  snowstorm  they  might  go  through  going  to  undertake  this  work.  He  made 
hundreds  of  miles  of  the  country  and  ;  this  reform  dependent  on  various  other 
find  the  wire^  lying  down.  He  was  best  '  matters  which  involved  the  putting  of  it 
acquainted  with  what  happened  in  the  off  to  a  more  convenient  season, 
case  of  the  wires  along  the  Highland  ,  Apparently  one  reason  on  which  to  some 
line,  where  they  were  more  open  than  extent  the  reform  was  to  be  dependent 
anywhere  else.  It  was  done  simply  by  i  was  whether  there  was  or  was  not  a 
the  snow.  With  regard  to  those  parts  of  ;  profit  from  the  telegraph  service.  He 
the  north  country  which  were  more  thought  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
exposed  to  snowstorms  than  the  south,  has  very  much  underestimated  the  im- 
it  would  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  portance  of  the  question,  which  wan  a 
the  interruptions  were  caused  by  wind.  1  long-standing  grievance  and  one  which 
A  deputation  waited  on  the  Postmaster  '  involved  large  sums  of  n»oney.  So  long 
General  the  other  day,  and  very  general  as  he  remembered  there  had  been  in- 
regret  was  expressed  that  the  Financial  terruptions  of  the  telegraph  system,  nnd 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  not  able  .  the  Post  Office  should  long  ago  have 
to  be  present.  The  reply  given  would  '  taken  this  matter  in  hand.  It  so 
liave  been  more  satisfactory  with  regard  happened  that  the  matter  became  more 
to  the  extension  of  the  underground  urgent  in  1890  and  1891.  These  break- 
system  if  some  date  had  been  fixed  on  downs  had  gone  on  perodically  for  many 
which    they   might   count  as  the   time  |  years.     The   telegraph  was  not  like  a 
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private  undertaking.  It  was  a  service 
which  existed  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public  at  large.  He  asked  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  for  a  moment  what 
was  the  loss  resulting  from  these  break- 
downs. He  thought  it  would  not  be  an 
overestimate  to  say  that  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  business  of  Glasgow, 
Edinburgh,  Leith/and  other  large  towns 
two  days  loss  in  1890  and  1891  through 
the  want  of  telegraphic  communication. 
It  really  meant  of  income  represented 
by  more  than  Id.  in  the  pound  of 
income  tax  to  that  portion  of  the 
business  community.  If  that  was  the 
position,  and  he  did  not  think  it  could 
be  more  seriously  disputed,  it  called  for 
redress  irrespective  of  the  cost.  The 
matter  should  be  looked  at  as  a  whole. 
These  business  men  had  to  pay  income 
tax,  and  it  was  not  good  enough  for  a 
Member  of  the  Ministry  to  stand  up  and 
say  that  he  was  not  going  to  deal  with 
this  until  he  got  a  profit  from  the 
telegraph  service,  or  until  a  convenient 
time  arose. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
What  I  said  was  that  the  underground 
communication  between  London  and 
Birmingham  had  been  taken  for  the 
first  experiment  because  that  covered 
the  district  which  was  most  subject 
to  interruption. 

Mr.  BLACK:  Be  it  so.  He  was 
wiiling  to  take  from  the  hon.  Member 
that  that  was  the  ostensible  reason,  but 
if  that  was  his  experience  in  the  past  it 
was  not  necessarily  the  experience  of  the 
future.  That  was  not  a  good  reason 
why  the  underground  wires  should  not 
be  extended  to  towns  in  Scotland.  The 
Financial  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
stated  that  an  underground  service  of 
wires  would  not  necessarily  be  a  saving 
to  the  Treasury  for  repairs,  because  it 
would  still  be  necessary  to  maintain  the 
overhead  system.  In  New  York  it  had 
been  made  compulsory  to  put  telegraph 
and  telephone  wires  underground,  and 
he  did  not  think  it  could  be  maintained 
that  we  practiced  more  kinds  of  tele- 
graphy than  the  people  of  that  state. 
He  suggested  that  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  might  make  further 
inquiry  as  to  whether  an  undercrround 
system  might   not  be  established  here. 

Mr.  Black. 


The  underground  wires  to  Birmingham 
justified  their  extension  to  Scotland, 
and,  as  regarded  Scotland,  they  were 
not  altogetner  like  the  Midlands  of 
England.  The  principal  centres  of 
industry  in  Scotland  were  on  the  coast, 
and  if  Scfotland  could  not  have  under- 
ground land  wires  they  might  have  a 
submarine  cable  system. 

(7.10.)  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  caUed 
attention    to    the    present    method    of 
stating   the  accounts  together   for  the 
telegraph    and   telephone   services,   and 
asked  whether,  seeing  that  the  telephDne 
service  had  now  become  a  distinct  and 
expensive  service,  the  Treasury    could 
arrange   to  have   the    accounts    stated 
separately  in  order  that  they  might  see 
what  loss  or  profit  arose  on  the  telephone 
service.    In  making  this  suggestion  he 
recognised    that   the  same   wires    were 
used  to  some  extent  for  both  services, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  was  right  that 
they  should  continue   to  pretend  that 
the  telegraph  and  the  telephone   were 
one   and   the   same  thing.    There   was 
another  point  on  which  he  should  like 
to  get  a  little  information.     There  had 
just    been    issued    the    Report    of    the 
Inter-Departmental  Committee  on  Cable 
Communications.     He  did  not  propose  to 
enter   into  the  whole   of  that   Report, 
because  he  thought  some  portions  could 
more  appropriately  be  discussed  in  con- 
nection   with   other    Votes,   but    there 
was  one   portion  which    essentially   be- 
longed to  this  Vote.    He  called  atten- 
tion to  two  statements  on   page  34  of 
the  Report,  with  respect  to  the  working 
of  the  submarine  cable  between  England 
and  the  Continent.     The  first  was  that 
the  Board   of    Trade    granted    landing 
rights  in  this  country,  and  the  second 
was  a  suggestion  that  the  powers  of  the 
Cable  Landing  Rights  Committee  should 
be  enlarged,  and  that  it  should  be  called 
the  Cables    Committee,  and    that    the 
Board  of  Trade  should  be  relieved  of  its 
present    responsibility    with    regard    to 
cable  landing  rights.     Was  that  course 
taken,  or  proposed  to  be  taken  ? 

♦Mb.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton.  S,) 
asked  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  could  give 
the  Committee  any  information  as  to 
the  relations  which   existed  between  the 
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Post  Office  and  Mr.  Marconi  or  Mr.  to  carry  the  lines  as  far  as  Lanark, 
Marconi's  Company.  He  wished  to  ,  whence  branches  will  be  laid  to  Glasgow 
know  particularly  how  much  money  had  and  Edinburgh.  I  cannot  fix  a  definite 
been  spent  by  the  Post  Oftice  in  experi-  time,  and  I  would  ask  the  Committee 
ments  and  other  matters  connected  with  '  to  have  a  little  more  patience  and 
wireless  telegraphy,  and  what  the  indulgence,  and  let  us  see  how  we 
country  ha  1  got  in  return.  It  was  i  get  on  next  year  before  I  venture  to 
commonly  stated — he  had  no  means  of  give  any  date  for  the  completion  of  the 
knowing  whether  it  was  accurate  or  >  work.  The  hon.  Member  for  Ross  called 
not — that  the  sum  was  between  £30,000  '  attention  to  cable  communication  with 
and  £40,000.  No  sum  was  taken  in  Stornaway.  That  cable  was  under 
the  Estimates  in  connection  with  wire-  repair  quite  recently,  and  I  hope  it  will 
less  telegraphy,  and  there  was  no  means  now  give  an  efficient  service.  I  do  not 
of  specifically  tracing  how  much  had  think  that  we  could  at  the  present  time, 
been  spent.  He  thought,  however,  it  as  I  informed  the  hon.  Member  the 
was  clear  that  large  sums  had  been  other  day,  undertake  to  duplicate  the 
spent,  and  certainly  somebody  must  cable,  but  whether  there  are  any  other 
have  profited.  One  important  Post  means  to  increase  the  security  of  the 
Office  official  had  recently  loft  the  service,  j  cable  shall  be  considered.  We  greatly 
and  he  believed  he  wasright  in  sajing  that  i  desire  to  give  Stornaway  the  best  possible 
that  gentleman  was  now  engaged  in  service,  having  regard  to  the  nature  of 
private  scientific  practice.  The  country  the  case.  The  hon.  Gentleman  also 
had  a  right  to  look  for  information  I  suggested  that  we  should  make  some 
as  to  what  return  it  had  got  for  addition  to  revenue  by  increasing  the 
its  money,  and  he  hoped  that  fees  for  registered  addresses,  and  1  will 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  was  so  well  commend  that  suggestion  to  the  Post- 
informed  as  regarded  the  details  of  his  master  General's  attention.  Lastly,  he 
Department,  would  be  able  to  supply  it.  '  asked  me  a  question  with  reference  to 

'  the  alleged  insanitary  condition  of  Post 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  '  Office  buildings,  and  he  mentioned,  in 
desired  to  supplement  the  question  of  particular,  the  ravages  of  consumption 
the  hon.  Member  by  two  further  among  the  Post  Office  staff.  The  hon, 
queries.  The  first  was — Was  the  Post  Gentleman  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  he 
Office  aware  that  it  had  been  stated  on  is  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the 
good  authority  that  Mr.  Marconi  was  prevalence  of  consumption  in  the  Post 
using  a  master  patent  which  belonged  Office  staff.  Careful  examination  and 
to  Professor  Lodge  of  Birmingham  1  statistics  show  that  the  average  number 
Were  the  Post  Office  convinced  that  affected  by  consumption  between  the 
that  was  not  the  case  ?  Otherwise,  if  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty-five  is  actually 
the  Poet  Office  purchased  Mr.  Marconi's  greater  in  the  general  population  than 
system,  and  it  subsequently  turned  out ,  it  is  in  the  Post  Office  staff.  Of  course 
that  the  master  patent  belonged  to  ,  the  Post  Office  is  continually  improving 
Professor  Lodge,  the  position  would  be  the  condition  of  the  more  backward 
very  awkward.  The  other  question  offices,  and  any  case  of  alleged  insanitary 
was  whether  the  Government  would  conditions  in  any  particular  office  will 
take  a  monopoly  of  wireless  or  ethereal  receive  the  attention  of  the  Post-Master 
telegraphy  as  was  taken  of  ordinary  General,  and  be  at  once  inquired  into, 
telegraphy  1  With  reference  to  the    question  of  my 

hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Kings  Lynn, 

(7.15.)  Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBER-  °^  attempt  has  been  made  as  regards 
LAIN  :  Perhaps  I  may  say  a  few  words  ^^®  P*s^  ^^  distinguish  between  expendi- 
with  reference  to  the  underground  ,  ^"^e  on  telephones  from  expenditure  on 
cables  to  Scotland,  in  reply  to  the « ^^'^S^^P*^^-  ^  *"^  ^^^  ^^^  speaking 
further  questions  which  have  been  ^^  ^P>^  expenditure,  which  is  (luite 
Addressed  to  me.  Certainly,  it  is  the  d's^inct.  I  very  much  regret  that  that 
intention  of  the  Post  Office  to  continue  distinction  was  not  made  in  the  accounts, 
the  cables,  not  only  to  Scotland  but  I  promised  the  House  that  the  accounts 
into  Scotland.    It  is  proposed  eventually    in  regard  to  the  London  scheme,  which 
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is  our  biggest    experiment,    should   be 
kept   separately,   and   I    have    been   in 
communication    with     the     Postmaster 
General  as    to   the   form  the  accounts 
should  take,  and    as    to  certain   items 
which  must  be  more  or  less  matters  of 
conjecture,   and  to  determine  in  what 
way  we  can  present  the  most  accurate 
statement   of    the  facts  to  the   House. 
I   am   afraid    that  the    telegraph   and 
telephone     accounts    for    the    country 
generally  cannot   be  shown   separately. 
I  certainly  share  my  hon.  friend's  desire 
that  these  two  services  should  appear 
separately,  and  I  shall  consider  if  that 
is     possible.      As     regards     the     Cable 
Communications    Committee *s    Report, 
which  I  think  was  only  circulated  this 
morning,  I   would  appeal   to   my   hon. 
friend  that  it  could  be  better  discussed 
on  the   Civil    Service   Estimates   which 
deal     with     cable    subsidies.       It    was 
only      during      the     Easter      holidays 
that    I    had  an  opportunity   of    read- 
ing  the    Keport    myself,     but    I    have 
given  directions  that  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  should  be  com- 
municated to  the  diflferent  Departments 
concerned,  and,  of  course,  my  hon.  friend 
will  understand  that  I  must  await  their 
views  before  expressing  a  definite  opinion 
on  them.     Prima  fmie  my  inclination  is 
to  adopt  them.     Then  a  question   has 
been  raised  as  regards  our  relations  with 
the  Marconi   Company  and    with    Mr. 
Marconi  himself,  and  concerning  wireless 
telegraphy  generally.    The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  South  Wolverhamp- 
ton rather  suggested  that  the  Post  Office 
has  shown  too  much  readiness  to  facilitate 
the  operations  of  Mr.  Marconi,  and  that 
we  have  been  reckless  in  spending  money 
in   promoting  Mr.  Marconi's  researches 
without    any   apparent    result    to    the 
country.    Mr.  ^larconi  was  given  facili- 
ties by  the  Post  Office  for  making  experi- 
ments w  ith  a  view  to  discovering  a  system 
of  wireless  telegraphy.    He  had  already, 
I  think,  at  that  time  secured  his  master 
patent,  but  the  expense  of  those  experi- 
ments was  nothing  like  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  informed    it   was.     He 
spoke  of  £30,000  or  £40,000  ;  I  cannot 
give  him  the  exact  figures,  but  I  think 
only  about  £2,000  or  £3,000  was  spent  on 
these  experiments  which  were  made  not 

onlv  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Marconi  but 

for  the  benefit  of  the  Post  Office  engineers  , 

Ml.  Austen  Chamtterlain, 


and  electricians,  who  were  themselves 
along  with  Professor  Lodge  and  other 
scientific  men  devoting  their  attention  to 
the  same  problem  at  the  same  time  aa 
Mr.  Marcom*.  The  Post  Office  made 
no  payments  to  Mr.  MarconL  The 
use  of  wireless  telegraphy  within 
this  country  would  be  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  Post-master  Generara 
monopoly  and  cannot  be  undertaken 
without  his  licence  within  the  three 
mile  limit. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Is  that  the 
opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown, 
or  the  result  of  a  legal  decision  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  It 
is  not  the  result  of  a  legal  decision  ad  hoc, 
so  to  speak.    Perhaps  the  hon.   Gentle- 
man will  allow  me  to  give  him  the  best 
information  I  can  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment.    I  think   there  has  been   no 
decision  in  any  case  between  Mr.  Marconi 
or  any  one  using  his  patent  and  the  Post- 
master General,  but  a  decision  in  another 
case  established  the  right  of  the  Post- 
master G  eneral  to  a  monopoly,  and  the 
law  was  laid  down  in  such  a  way  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  that  it  would  apply  to 
wireless  telegraphy,  as  it  was  held  that 
the  transmission  of  messages  by  means 
of  electricity  was  an  infringement  of  the 
Postmaster  General's    monopoly.      The 
hon.  Member  for  Dundee  suggested  that 
it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Post  Office 
to  establish  wireless  telegraphy  in  light- 
houses and  at  different  points  along  the 
coast  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  messages 
from  sea.    The  Department  will  not  place 
any    obstacle  in  the  way  of  that,  and  I 
believe  arrangements  of  that   kind  are 
be'ng  made,  not  by  the  Post  Office,  but 
by  Lloyds,  who  are  the  recognised  means 
of  communication  with  the  sea.    Then 
the  hon.  Gentleman   for    King's  Lynn 
asked    me  as    to    the  validity   of    Mr. 
Marconi's  patent,  and  as  to  whether  we 
were    aware    that    that    validity     was 
questioned.     The  Postmaster  General  is 
well  aware  of  rival  claims.     He  has  taken 
advice  on   the  subject,   but  I  think  no 
advantage  would  be  gained  by  my  making 
any  statement    as   to  the  effect  of  the 
advice.     I  can  only  say  that  we  are  well 
aware  that  doubts  have  been  raised,  and 
that   the  subject     has    received   serious 
consideration.     May  I  ask  the  Committee 
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to  allow  us  to  take  this  Vote  shortly  ?  Postmaster  General  in  order  to  call 
There  are  other  Votes  down  on  which  attention  to  certain  grievances  of  the 
hon.  Members  desire  to  raise  various  officials  of  the  Post  Office.  The  Post 
questions  of  interest,  notice  of  some  of  I  Office  officials  and  also  the  telegraphists 
which  I  have  received,  and  I  hope  I  may  i  had  long  standing  grievances,  and  those 
induce  the  Committee  to  give  us  an  grievances  were  rather  increasing  than 
opi)ortunity  of  discussing  them.  ,  diminishing.    These  officials  had  offered 

I  in    i>erfect    good    faith    to    accept    the 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : '  decision  of  a  Committee  of  the  House 
With  regard  to  wireless  telegraphy,  I  I  of  Commons  if  they  were  allowed  to 
may  inform  the  hon.  Grentleman  that  it  ,  bring  their  grievances  properly  before 
was  in  existence  in  1837.  Wireless  tele- 1  it.  He  tli ought  it  would  be  wise  for 
graphy  wasinvented  by  Beaumont  Lindsay  '  the  Government  to  accept  this  offer  of 
at  Dundee  in  tha'  year,  and  was  accepted  j  the  Post  Office  officials.  lioth  the  Post 
by  the  Royal  Institution,  and  therefore,  Office  and  the  Telegraph  Department 
when  entering  into  negotiations  with  Mr.  were  great  trading  concerns,  and  as 
Marconi,  it  is  necessary  to  look  into  great  trading  concerns  they  should 
the  validity  of  his  patent.  '  treat   their    officials   in    the   same   way 

,  as  other  gi*eat  trading  concerns  treated 

Mr,  NORMAN  asked  whether  thejhon.  theirs.  He  thought  there  should  be  a 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  Court  of  Appeal  for  these  men,  and  that 
would  inquire  what  had  been  the  sum  '  should  be  the  House  of  Commons  alone,^ 
expended  by  the  Post  Office  in  connection  and  when  any  dispute  arose  this  House 
with  wireless  telegraphy,  and  what  had  should  constitute  itself  the  Court  of 
been  the  result  Appeal   in   the    matter.      As  the   hon. 

Gentleman  in  charge  of  the   Vote  had 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said  '  said,  this  was  not  a  question  of  ex- 
he  was  afraid  he  could  not  do  that.  The  i  travagant  wages,  but  it  was  a  question  of 
experts  of  the  Post  Office  were  them-  a  fair  living  wage,  and  the  House  of 
selves  conducting  a  series  of  experiments  '  Commons  had  a  right  to  decide  what  a 
when  Mr.  Marconi  appeared  on  the  scene  fair  living  wage  was.  The  Government 
and  asked  for  facilities.  These  the  Post-  itself  published  a  Report  every  year  show- 
master  General  gave,  of  course  himself ,  ing  the  change  in  the  rate  of  wages.  That 
securing  a  knowledge  of  the  results  I  was  published  by  the  Board  of  Trade  De- 
obtained  Perhaps  he  might  be  able  to  partment,  and  that  Report  stated  that 
find  the  whole  sum  expended,  and  he  apa^t  from  agricultural  labourers,  seamen, 
could  not  earmark  the  expenditure  which  and  railway  servants,  1,1,36,000  work 
was  incurred  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  pe^P^e  had  gained  an  average  nse  m  their 
Marconi.     But  the  whole  sum  was  much    weekly  wage  of  38.  6d.  per  week  m  four 

less  than  the  hon.  Gentleman  suggested.    ^^''^    }^  ^^*^^^  »^^^  that  m  the  same 

I  penod  the  mcrease  of  wages  of  the  manual 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  labouring  class  had  been  al)out  a  shilling 

per  head.     That  information  was  in  the 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro-  Government's  possession,  and  he  did  not 
posed,  "  That  a  sura  not  exceeding  see  why  the  Post  Office  officials  should 
£5.961,815  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  not  come  in  for  their  proper  share  of  the 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  prosperity  of  the  country.  He  thought 
the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  the  House  of  Commons  should  accept  the 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  offer  which  had  been  made  by  the  Post 
31st  day  of  March,  1903,  for  the  Salaries  Office  officials,  and  that  their  grievances 
and  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Services,  should  be  investigated  by  a  Committee, 
the  Expenses  of  Post  Office  Savings  He  thought  these  grievances,  if  not 
Banks,  and  Government  Annuities  and  ,  recognised  and  treated  in  a  spirit  of  abso- 
Insurances,  and  the  Collection  of  the  lute  fair  play  in  the  way  in  which  other 
Post  Office  Revenue.'*  great  trading  concerns  dealt  with  their 

'  servants  in  a  kind  and  conciliatory  manner, 

( 7.32)  Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derby-  these  grievances  would  become  a  source  of 
shire,  (Jhesterfield)  said  he  rose  to  move  greater  trouble  in  the  future.  If  this 
a  re  luction  of  £100  on  the  salary  of  the    iriction  went  on  increasing  greater  trouble 
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would  come  out  of  this  matter.  There 
was  now  an  opportunity  for  the 
House  of  Commons  to  end  it  for  ever 
by  accepting  the  terms  and  conditions 


points  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
besides  those  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
raised.  It  was  asked  that  a  Select  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed,  but  one  could 


which    had  been    suggested.       If  those    not  conceive  a  body  more  incompetent  or 
terms  were  accepted  and  a  strong  Com- 1  rather  less  capable  of  undertaking  the 


mittee  of  the  House  appointed,  he  felt 
convinced  in  his  own  mind  that  those 
who  had  these  grievances,  if  they  could 


duty  of  such  an  inquiry  than  a  Select 
Committee  of  this  House.  Nevertheless, 
he  had  great  sympathy  with  some  of  the 


not  get  what  they  thought  they  ought,  grievances  complained  of  by  the  postal 
would  loyally  abide  by  the  decision  i  servants.  He  agreed  that  the  time  taken 
of  that  Committee.  It  would  be  a  wise  |  by  the  authorities  to  return  an  answer  to 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  the  requests  or  representation  made  to 
meet  this  question  in  this  way  and  discuss  them  was  very  unsatisfactory.  He  had 
it  with  the  representatives  of  the  people,  i  himself  occasion  to  write  to  the  Post- 
We  wished  to  act  fairly  and  honestly  i  master  General  upon  a  matter,  and  on 
to  all  public  servants.  He  begged  to  that  occasion  it  was  four  months  before 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  JBIOO.  he  received  a  reply.  The  delay  in  re- 
Of  course,  if  any  indication  were  given  to  i  plying  to  complaints  was  very  unsatis- 
him  that  such  a  Committee  as  he  asked  |  factory  and  unbusinesslike,  and  it  created 
for  would  be  appointed  he  would  im-  j  a  suspicion  in  the  minds  oiF  civil  servants 
mediately  withdraw  his  Motion.  •  that  they  were  not  being  fairly   dealt 

with.     If  the  Financial  Secretary  could 

see  his  way  to  expedite  replies  when 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  {  complaints  were  made,  instead  of  postal 
^*  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  t  servants  haWng  to  wait  three  or  four 
by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  months,  he  would  find  that,  even  with  his 
the  Postmaster  General." — {Mr,  Thovmn  present  powers,  many  of  the  grievances 
Bayley,)  I  could  be  removed,  and  the  agitation  at 

present  going  on  would  come  to  an  end. 

He  did  not  think  many  of  the  complaint6 
(7.40)  Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  i  had  much  foundation  in  fact,  but  some  of 
"S.W.)  said  that  in  the  speech  which  had  them  had,  and  those  which  had  aro6e 
been  made  by  the  hon.  Member  he  had  left  from  the  system  under  which  the  Post 
out  of  account  a  very  important  part  of  the  Office  was  worked,  whereby  Treasury 
case.  If  the  Committee  which  had  been  officials  were  for  ever  trying  to  squeeze 
asked  for  should  in(iuire  into  the  the  employees  wherever  possible  under 
grievances  of  the  officials  with  a  view  to  the  existing  rules.  He  might  instance 
there  being  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  |  the  case  of  a  postal  servant  being  em- 
these  civil  servants,  the  proposal  came  i  ployed  on  "  superior  duties "  for  nine 
with  an  extraordinary  air  from  the  hon.  months.  He  could  not  be  employed  on 
Gentleman  opposite,  because  the  Com- 1  those  duties  for  ten  months  without  his 
mittee  could  not  forget  that  if  these  salary  being  raised,  so  at  the  end  of  nine 
•demands  were  granted  it  would  largely  months  he  was  put  back  to  his  old  duties, 
increase  the  expenditure  of  the  nation,  although  it  was  not  even  pretended  by 
and  no  suggestion  had  been  made  by  the  the  Post  Office  that  he  was  incapable  of 
hon.  Member  as  to  the  source  from  which  performing  the  superior  duties.  Such 
the  money  was  to  come.  The  position  of  a  system  would  not  be  allowed  to  exist  in 
these  men  had  been  compared  to  that  of  any  business  concern  in  the  country.  He 
the  railway  servants  much  to  the  believed  that  such  cases  were  few  and 
•detriment  of  the  Post  Office  officials,  far  between,  but  they  were  permitted  to 
Everybody  knew  the  conditions  under  '  be  exaggerated  by  the  postal  servante 
which  the  railway  servants  worked,  themselves  because  of  the  delay  which 
He  himself  had  a  lively  recollection  of  the  1  continually  took  place  in  dealing  with 
Motion  which  had  been  moved  in  that  them.  Whether  it  was  desirable  or  un- 
House  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Derby  desirable  to  raise  the  wages  now  given  to 
which  had  for  its  object  the  exposure,  by  these  postal  servants  he  did  not  pretend 
means  of  a  Return,  of  the  intolerable  con-  j  to  say,  but  it  certainly  was  a  most  un- 
•ditions  under  which  the  railway  servants  i  fortunate  moment  in  the  history  of  the 
performed  their  duties.     There  were  other  \  country,   when    there    was  a  deficit  of 

Mr,  Thonuis  Bayley, 
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<£4 1,000,000  to  meet,  to  ask  for  an  in-   the  strongest  possible  way.    To  onlookers 
•crease  of    salary   involving   much    cost,    it  certainly  seemed  that  it   was  not  a 


The  object  of  this  inquiry  was  not  only 
to  obtain  the  redress  of  grievances,  if  they 
■could  be  proved  to  exist,  but  also  to 
secure  an  increase  of  salary. 

Mr,  THOMAS  BAYLEY  said  he  had 
not  asked  for  any  increase  of  salary  for 
these  men. 

Mr.  galloway  asked  whether  the 


tribunal  by  which  the  grievances  of  the 
employees  would  receive  an  impartial 
hearing.  Undoubtedly,  considerable  con- 
cessions were  made  by  that  Committee, 
and  large  additions  made  to  the  Post 
Office  Vote  as  the  outcome  of  its  recom- 
mendations. Still,  the  feeling  of  dis- 
satisfaction with  regard  to  its  composition 
was  largely  responsible  for  the  continu- 
.        _.      ,  .       r   ,     /^         .  ance    of    the    agitation    among    postal 

hon.  Member  meant  that  if  the  Committee  .  ggrvants.  It  would  be  weU  to  get  this 
recommended  an  increase  of  salary  that  f  ^^^^^^  g^^^,^  ^^^  ^^^  ^r  the  other, 
increase  of  salary  should  not  be  ^ven.  ,  ^^^^  ^j^^  ^.  j^,  ^y^^^y^  ^h^^  eould 

If  so,  he  could  not  see  the  object  of  the  ^e  done  was  by  the  appointment  of 
inquiry.  ^^  independent  Committee.     He  should 

Mr.    THOMAS     BAYLEY    said    he  I  ^J^^^^'^  .T""'"  ^^'  r^^it^^^^^ 
,11      ^.1         ^        f       *i.r>       «-.'  House  of  Commons  Committee,     oucn 
ahouH  certaidy  vote     for    the  Report ,  ^   Committee  would   not    be   a   proper 
ol  the  Ujmmittee.  ^^^  ^^  m^xxm  into  questions  affecting 

Mr.  galloway  thought  that  proved  '  "^^  TJ^^   "*    Government   employe^ 
u-       ^  *.««4.;^      *     u  f    *i  J  I  But  It  was  possible  to  get,  outside  the 

hiB  contention   to  be  a  perfectly  good  |  ^    Emmons,    m    independent 

one.     He   was  not  saying  that  such  a   n  „.         .  •  ,     j;j    _  *    «„il;=»    ^( 

decision  on  the  part  of  a  Committee !  ^°2T  ffi  "ak 
of  Inquiry  would  be  wrong,  but  simply  i  P^^*^'  o   ci     . 

that  it  was  an  unfortunate  moment  at  __  .  Tiorm^xT /-.tt  a  »*Tn7T>T  atxti.  j 
which  to  make  such  a  demand.  If  a  .  Mil  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  hoped 
commercial  concern  was  losing  money,  ,  f^®  h<^?-  Member  was  not  under  the 
a  workman  would  not  select  that  ,  in^pression  that  the  Tweedmouth  Corn- 
moment  to  ask  for  an  increase  of  wages.  ^^^^  V®  composed  of  Post  Office 
He  would  wait  until  prosperity  returned,  officias,  because,  as  a  in^ter  of  fact, 
and  then  make  his  request.  He  hoped  ^^^^e  was  only  one  such  official  on  it. 
the   Financial    Secretary   would  adhere 

to  his  decision,  and  that,  whether  he  Mr.  KEARLEY  was  under  the  im- 
appointed  a  Departmental  or  any  other  '  pression  there  were  more.  At  any  rate, 
kind  of  Committee,  he  would  not,  at  it  would  not  be  denied  that  there  was  a 
any  rate,  set  up  the  dangerous  pre-  feeling  at  the  time  that  it  was  an  official 
cedent  of  granting  a  Select  Committee  -  Committee,  and  that  before  it  the 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  employees  did  not  get  quite  the  sort  of 

hearing  they  had  anticipated  and  had  a 
(7.57.)  Mr.  KEARLEY  said  the  point  right  to  expect.  The  hon.  Member  for 
which  had  been  urged  was,  that  there  '  South- West  Manchester  had  deprecated 
should  be  an  independent  inquiry  into  the  making  of  appeals  at  the  present  junc- 
the  grievances  of  these  postal  employees.  |  ture  involving  expenditure  from  pubHc 
Those  grievances  had  been  set  forth  in  .  funds.  But  it  was  not  the  responsibility 
the  House  for  many  years  past,  but  of  those  who  had  raised  thLs  question  to 
had  received  no  satisfactory  redress.  |  point  out  where  the  money  should  come 
As  the  mover  of  the  Motion  which  led  from.  Before  the  Budget  was  disposed 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Tweedmouth  of  they  would  have  a  great  deal  to  say 
Committee,  he  might  be  permitted  to  as  to  where  the  money  had  gone,  and 
say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  composition  ■  they  would  then  make  suggestions  as  to 
of  that  body.  Unfortunately  it  was  how  money  might  be  raised  in  other 
saturated  with  the  official  element.  Not  directions  than  those  proposed  by  the 
only  was  it  a  packed  Committee  in  that  i  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 


sense,  but  the  Post  Office  spared  no 
effort  to  put  their  case  forward,  as 
they  were   perfectly  entitled  to  do,  in 


ITien  he  desired  to  refer  to  a  matter 
affecting  his  own  constituency.  I>evon- 
port  and  Plymouth  were  practically  one 
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town,  but  the  postal  staflf  at  Devonport 
received  quite  a  different  scale  of  pay 
from  that  in  force  at  Plymouth.  Prior 
to  1897  the  Plymouth  employees  were 
divided  into  two  classes,  one  class  having 
a  maximum  of  52s.  and  the  other  40s. 


present  moment,  there  was  justification 
with  regard  to  the  postal  employees  for 
a  further  Committee  of  Inquiry.  He  did 
not  think  that  his  hon.  friend  was  right 
in  saying  that  there  was  only  one  official 
upon  the  Tweedmouth  Committee.    He 


Under  the  Tweedmouth  Report  the  two  .  had  a  sort  of  recollection  that  the  con- 
classes  were  amalgamated,  and  now  the  '  stitution  of  that  committee  was  extremely 
whole  of  the  indoor  staff  had  the  pros- '  official,  and  after  consulting  the  list  of 
pect  of  advancing  to  52s.  In  Devon- 1  names  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  more 
port  they  formerly  had  a  maximum  of  official  than  he  thought  it  was.  He  had 
40s.,  that  had  been  extended  to  44s.,  ;  only  one  word  more  to  say  with  regard 
and  there  the  matter  at  present  stood,  to  the  postmen  in  the  three  towns  he 
Devonport  was  one  of  the  most  highly  had  mentioned.  If  the  pay  was  to  be 
rented  towns  in  the  Kingdom.  When  he  I  made  uniform  and  rise  to  the  maximum 
raised  the  question  on  a  previous  occasion  |  it  might  be  accepted.  For  the  same 
the  then  Financial  Secretary  accounted  j  reasons  that  the  Devonport  employees  of 
for  the  differentiation  between  the  the  Post  Office  were  aslcing  for  a  recon- 
different  staffs  by  saying  the  scales  were  |  sideration  of  their  pay,  he  asked,  on  be- 
based  on  the  amount  and  importance  of  half  of  the  postmen  for  an  inquiry  at  the 
the  business  at  the  respective  offices.  I  same  time  into  the  question  as  to 
He  did  not  see  why  such  a  principle  whether  the  maximum  ought  not  to  be 
should  apply  to  a  case  such  as  he  was  raised  to  28s.  per  week, 
describing.  According  to  the  result  of  He  thought  he  had  some  justification 
his  inquu-ies,  when  the  vanous  places  j^  making  this  request,  because  he  had 
were  scheduled  the  question  of  rental  already  shown  in  his  comparison  that 
was  taken  into  consideration  in  settling  ,  ^^^^  towns  had  now  a  maximum  of  28s. 
the  schedule  in  which  a  particular  town  per  week.  The  population  of  the  three 
should  be  placed.  No  doubt  Plymouth  to^^g  he  had  given  as  an  illustration 
was  a  very  important  place,  but  so  al^o  amounted  to  about  200,000  people,  but 
was  Devonport.  Devonport  was  a  great  the  population  of  towns  like  Brighton, 
naval  arsenal  and  a  large  mUitary  depot,  Derby,  Hull,  Leicester,  Nottingham,  and 
and  the  postal  work  m  connection  with  Wolverhampton  was  as  great  as  the 
the  Services  was  extremely  important  population  of  the  three  towns  to  which 
The  population,  which  now  stood  at  he  had  referred.  Hon.  Gentlemen  woukl 
80,000,  was  growing  at  an  extremely  perhaps  bear  in  mind  that  the  popula- 
rapid  rate,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Lion  of  those  three  towns  in  itself  justified 
Admiralty  were  spending  a  stupendous  the  postmen  there  being  treated  on  the 
sum  of  money  on  the  development  of  game  basis  as  many  of  those  other  towns 
their  works.  Naturally  the  contractor  ^^ere  the  population  was  not  so  great, 
had  imported  into  the  town  a  great  He  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
army  of  labour,  and  that  tended  in  the  to  have  an  inquiry  into  the  conditions 
direction  of  raising  rents.  If  the  ^^^  prevailing  in  those  three  towns,  and 
Financial  Secretary  would  make  inquiry  jf  he  found,  as  he  hoped  he  would,  that 
he  would  be  satisfied  that  the  rental  the  rental  conditions  were  the  same 
conditions  prevailing  in  Devonport  throughout,  he  thought  the  hon.  Mem- 
were  such  that  the  difference  in  the  her  would  see  at  once  that  it  was  mani- 
rates  of  pay  in  the  offices  he  had  fegtly  unfair  to  pay  one  section  one  rate 
named  should  no  longer  be  maintained,  ^f  ^age,  and  another  section  a  totally 
It  was  impossible  to  compare  a  town  different  rate.  He  knew  two  postal  em- 
hke  Exeter  with  Devonport.  Two  or  ployees,  one  working  in  Devonport,  and 
three  years  ago  there  was  a  differentia-  the  other  in  Liverpool,  and  one  of  them 
tion  of  treatment  between  the  postmen  had  the  prospect  of  going  up  to  a  maxi- 
in  the  two  towns  he  had  alluded  to.  ^^m  wage  of  52s.  per  week,  whUe  the 
They  petitioned  that  the  treatment  Q,her  could  only  rise  to  44s.  per  week- 
should  be  made  uniform,  and  an  mqmry  ;  ge  would  now  leave  the  matter  entirely 
was  made,  but  the  result  was  unsatis- 1  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
factory.     He   maintained    that,   at  the   Treasury,  and  in   conclusion  he   would 

Mr,  Kmrley. 
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appeal  to  hitn  to  give  an  undertaking 
that  he  would  have  an  inquiry  held  into 
the  whole  matter.    (8.24.)  , 


had  never  met  them,  but  if  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  thought  that  the  poet- 
men  were  generously  treated  he  hoped 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  say  so. 

♦(8.47.)     Mr.  duke  (Plymouth)  said 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  hon.  Members       Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :     I 


had  protested  against  political  influence 
being  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Post- 
mens'  Federation  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  for  postal  servants  an  improve- 


certainly  do. 

*Mr.    duke  :    I  can   only   say    with 
equal  emphasis  I  certainly  do  not.    The 


ment  in  their  conditions  of  service.  It  |  ^o^.  Member  continuing  said  that  the 
appeared  to  him  that  there  was  a  Federation  was  organised  on  the  under- 
perfectly  constitutional  and  proper  1  gtanding  that  it  should  not  become  a 
objection  to  this  use  being  made  of  the  ^^ade  union  with  a  body  of  paid  officials. 
House  of  Commons.  But  on  the  other  ,  j^  ^^  managed  by  postmen  who  devoted 
hand  most  people  knew  that  the ,  ^j^^^^  ^^^  time,  and  who  provided 
recognis^  practice-recognised  by  the  substitutes  at  their  own  expense,  to 
Post  Office  and  the   Treasury    and  the    ^^^^^^  ^  their  postal  duties  while  they 

r^?hat^\llrV^l  trvTrshS    ^^^^^  ^y  -^-^  of  theFederatioZ 
communicate    with  their   representatives 
in  Parliament.     He  could  not  see  of  what 


He  did  not  know  why  the  Department, 
which  had  recognised  that  it  was  a  useful 

ii^e^it'w^^'t^*   co^i^miTci^^^  ^^     encouraged    ita 


representatives     in     Parliament,    unless    formation   by  the   postmen,    were   now 
those  representatives  were  to  make  their    complaining.      Ihe     postal     authorities 
grievances  known  either  by  letter  or  in    "ow  were  cutting  down   the   leave  of 
the   House    itself.     With  regard  to  the  :  these  men,  and  putting  restrictions  upon 
grievance  which   had  been  referred  to  by  I  them  in  the  matter  of  leave  required  for 
the  hon.  Member  for  Devonport,  he  did    the  purpose  of  administering  the  business 
not  intend  to  discuss  it  because  the  hon.  i  of  their  Federation.     If  that  restrictive 
Gentleman  in  charge    of    the    Vote  had    policy    was   carried   much    further   this 
promised  to  investigate  it,  all  he  wished  i  Federation  could  not  be  carried  on  on 
to  say,  was  that  the  matter  had  already    its  present  lines.     It  might  or  might  not 
been  investigated,  and  although  the  case    be  desirable  that  the  Federation  should 
made   out   by    the   Post    Office  Officials    be  carried  on,  but  in  his  opinion  it  cer- 
was      in     its     facts     unanswerable     all    tainly    was   desirable,    and   he   thought 
it      had      met      with      was     a     polite    facilities  should   be  given  to  those  men 
denial     That  was  an  excellent  instance  I  so  far  as  was  consistent  with  subordina- 
of  the  unsatisfactory  character   of   the  i  tion,  and  without  neglect  of  their  duty, 
present     mode    of    dealing     with    this    to  carry  it  on.   Nobody  wanted  to  encour- 
question.     He  did  not  propose  to  discuss    age  postmen  to  strike,  but  it  seemed  to 
generally   the  terms  of  service  and  the  '  him  that  the  best    mode  to  discourage 
wages  of  an  individual  case,  he  desired  i  them  from  so  doing  was  to  encourage 
to  mention  two  matters  relating  to  the    them  in  carrying  on  a  lawful  organisa- 
Postal   Department    and   the   postmen,    tion.     Perhaps    the    Secretary    of    the 
They  were  matters  which  he  considered    Treasury   would   explain   to    the   Com- 
of  public  importance,  and  matters  essen-    mittte  what   were    the   facts  1    As    he 
tially  of  a  kind  entitled  to  be  mentioned    understood  the  matter  the  postmen  were 
in  the  Committee.     One  was  the  present    told  that    too   much    leave    had    been 
relations  between  the  Postmens'  Federa-    taken,    which,    no     doubt,    had     been 
tion  and  the  Postal  Department.     The    taken   at  the  postmen *s   own    expense, 
Federation  was  formed  with  the  consent    and      told      that      the       Department 
of   the  Department  as  a  regular  means    would    not     permit     unlimited     leave, 
of  communication  between  the  postman    That  was,  of    course,    quite  reasonable, 
and  the  Postal  Department.   Some  inter-   The  postmen  proposed  a  certain  number 
mediary    was    required.      He    did  not    of  days  should  be  given,  and  that  seemed 
think    anybody    in    this    country     be-   to  have  been  conformed  to  for  one  year, 
lieved  that  the  postmen  were  generously    but  further  restrictions  had  now   been 
treated.     At  least  if  there  were  such  he    put  upon  the  leave.     He  did  not  for  a 


715  Supply^  {COMMONS}  Committee.  71S 

♦(9.4.)   Mr.  HELME  (Lancashire.  Lan- 


moment  suggest  that  the  Department 
miglit  not  be  right  in  the  matter,  but 
the  postmen  did  not  think  that  it  was 
right  or  that  it  was  treating  them  in  a 
kindly  way.  The  postmen  thought  the 
Department  was  putting  undue  pressure 
upon  them.  He  did  not  believe  that 
was  the  wish  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  he  was  quite  certain  it  was  not 
the  wish  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  post- 
men should  understand  the  lines  upon 
which  the  Federation  could  be  allowed  to 
run.  It  was  quite  clear  that  they  could 
not  have  unlimited  leave,  but  on  the 
other  hand  if  they  were  not  generously 


caster)  said  he  joined  in  the  request  that  the 
Government  should  grant  an  independent 
Committea  He  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  press  upon  the  Gk)vem- 
meat  the  claims  the  workers  persisted  in 
making,  and  be  did  so  for  the  reason  that 
these  otRcials  were  at  present  so  much 
dissatisfied  that  they  were  positively 
considering  whether  they  ought  not 
to  send  a  representative  to  this  House 
who  should  speak  on  their  behalf , 
because  it  was  felt  that  members  who 
represented  the  people  generally,  failed 
to  represent  the  grievances  which  they 
urged   and  thought    should   be  granted. 


treated  when  they  desired  leave  for  the  ^^«  J^^"-  Gentleman  the   Chancellor  of 

conduct  of  the  business  of  the  Federation,  ^^^   Exchequer  that  afternoon  objected 

which  should  beconducted  as  a  domestic  f,^,   ^^^     introduction     of     the     term 

matter  in  the  Post  Office  itself, it  might  "Labour  Member,    and  said  he  refused 

have  to  be   conducted   as   an   ordinary  to  recogmse  any  man  as  a  labour  Member, 

trade,  union.     That  would  not  be  at  all  ]^  ''^'^^^^^  ,^^^^^  ^S       f      ^^^^Y 

beneficial     to    the    Post    Office    Service  ^^^   ^"^   particular   body  of   men  co   be 

beneticiai    to   the   rost    umce    Service,  compelled  to  select  and  maintain  in  this 

whichmustbe  a  disciphned  subordinate,  j^^^^  ^„^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^,         -^  ^^^^ 

and  permanent  Government  Depart.nent  ^^,^^  ^y^^-^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^     ^^  ^  respectful 

managed     without   friction.     It    might  and  considerate  hearing.     If  that  hWing 

result  m  action  such  as  was  taken   by  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^      j^^^  ^.j^^^  f^H^  ^  ^^ 

free  workmen  outside  the  public  service,  their  dutiesas  representatives  of  thepeople. 
Another  matter  which  he  desired  to  refer  the  great  bulk  of  whom  in  this  country 
to  was  the  position  of  the  postmen  in  ^ere  what  was  called  the  working  classes, 
regard  to  a  system  which  had  been  and  for  that  reason  he  joined  in  asking 
introduced  comparitively  recently  of  that  this  Committee  should  be  appointed, 
what  was  called  rotation  of  duty.  Under  The  results  of  the  Committee  pre- 
the  Tweedmouth  Committee  the  postmen  sided  over  by  Lord  Tweedmouth  had 
were  divided  into  two  staffs,— an  indoor  failed  to  satisfy  the  employees.  There 
staff  who  stayed  at  the  Post  Office,  and  .  was  not  only  the  question  of  pay  to  be 
an  outdoor  staff  who  delivered  letters.  '  considered,  but  there  were  other  matters 
It  was  thought  advantageous  to  the  '  which  these  servants  of  a  great  public 
public  service  to  have  one  separate  set  of  ,  Department  desired  to  have  investigated, 
men  employed  to  deliver  letters  because  The  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  drew 
they   got  accustomed  to  the  district  in    ?ittention   to    one    local    aspect    of    the 

which  those  letters  were  delivered.     But ,  P^«  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^«  scale  of  pay,  accord- 

,    .        ^  •  J    .     ^1      1  me  to  the  report,  was  divided  into  five 

a  system  was  being  tried  m  the  large   ^j^^^^^      jj^  1^^^^^^,  ^y^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^1^ 

towns  whereby  postmen  who  had  be  regulated  according  to  the  average 
delivered  letters  all  the  r  lives  were  being  rate  of  wages,  and  the  cost  of  living  in 
put  to  perform  indoor  duty,  letter  sorting,    each  district.     Great  complaint  had  Wn 

and  the  like,  and  indoor  men  were  being  ™*^^®  «'^^^^„  ^}}^.  arrangement   known  as 

•     1*.        J  -4.  1        *j  1     n    r  "split duty,  dividmej  the  sorter  8  day  into 

required  to  undertake  outdoor  work.  Post-  .    ^     ^^tu      u  a  4.  ut 

^  11.        1        1  •     nil  ^^'^  parts.     They  had  to  work  from,  sar 

men  strongly  objected  to  this.  These  were  4  ^.m.  to  7.30,  and  then  return  at  4  p.m. 

all  matters  connected  with  the  administr a- 1  to  8.  In  large  towns  men  lived  at  a 
tion  of  the  Department,  and  he  hoped  his  i  distance,  thus  considerable  time  was 
hon.  friend  would  go  into  these  matters,    occupied  in  journeys,  and  also  for  meals  ; 

for  he  was  perfectly  sure  that  so  far  as  i  f""'  F'^'^y  °?^"  ^^^^^  °^^  ^^  ^^^''^  ^^^ 
.  '^  111  /-.     xi  '  five  hours  sleep  at  once,  which  was  not 

he  was  concerned  the  hon.  Gentleman  conducive  to  health  or  comfort.  The 
was  not  out  of  sympathy  with  the  Commission  urged  the  abolition  of  "  split 
humbler  ranks  of  the  service.  1  duty,"  and  recommended  nine  houi     off 

Mr,  Duke. 
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duty  clear  of  travelling.  Then  again  there 
was  the  position  of  the  women  clerks 
to  be  considered.  They  used  to  begin 
at  £65  a  year,  and  rise  to  the  maximum 
of  £100  a  year  by  annual  increments  of 
£3.  Now  they  begin  at  £55  a  year, 
rising  to  a  maximum  of  £70,  by  annual 
increments  of  £2  lOs.  He  thought 
atx>ve  all  that  an  opportunity  should 
be  given  to  the  servants  of  the  Postal 
Department  to  have  access  to  the 
principals  of  the  Department  At  the 
present  time  there  was  a  great  difficulty 
in  obtaining  leave  so  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  men  might  go  to  represent 
the  case  of  the  men  to  the  principals 
of  the  Departments.  It  was  also  com- 
plained that  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtain 
.sick  leave  ;  and,  further,  in  the  matter  of 
sanitary  arrangements  and  ventilation 
much  remained  to  be  done  to  protect  the 
health  of  the  officials.  So  on  all  those 
grounds  he  supported  the  claim  of 
these  officials,  that  there  should  be 
ail  independent  Inquiry  into  these 
questions.  He  thought  the  Committee 
ought  to  deal  generously  with  them,  aiid 
that  careful  consideration  should  be 
given  to  their  claims,  and  full  justice 
done. 

Mr.  DAVID  MORGAN  (Essex, 
Walthamstow)  said  he  thought  this 
Inquiry  would  be  very  desrable. 
The  Department  employed  a  large 
number  of  men,  and  they  ought 
to  be  fairly .  and  properly  treated. 
With  regard  to  the  wages,  he  felt  that 
they  were  inadequate  when  they  came 
to  consider  the  fact  that  on  account  of 
his  duties  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  a  postman  to  live  near  his  work, 
and  therefore  could  not  go  out  of 
his  district  into  another,  where  hous- 
ing accommodation  might  be  cheaper. 
The  sanitary  arrangements  in  many 
Post  Offices  left  much  to  be  desired. 
One  Post  Office  wich  which  he  was 
acquainted  in  his  o^n  constituency 
might  have  been  sufficient  when  the 
population  was  50,000,  but  now  it  was 
108,000  the  work  had  naturally  increased 
enormously,  and  the  Post  Office  facilities 
were  nothing  like  what  was  required. 
Would  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  say  whether  there  was 
any  rule  by  which  Post  Office  officials 
wero  promoted  from  the  third  to  the 
second  class,  because  from  information 
which  he  had  received  he  believed  there 


were  many  men  now  in  the  third  class  who- 
from  the  amount  of  work  they  did 
should  be  in  the  second  class.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  would  consider  the 
arguments  which  had  been  used  in 
favour  of  this  large  body  of  hard- worked 
public  servants,  and  that  if  his  Depart- 
ment could  see  their  way  they  would 
listen  to  and  consent  to  the  demand  for 
the  Inquiry  which  had  been  asked  for. 
He  believed  that  if  that  Inquiry  were 
held  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good, 
because  there  were  no  doubt  a  great 
many  questions  on  which  the  complaints 
of  these  men  were  well  grounded,  and  it 
was  only  right  that  they  should  be  con- 
sidered 

*Mr.  levy  (Leicestershire,  Lough- 
borough) said  it  was  no  doubt  very 
unpopular  at  the  present  time  to  suggest 
anything  that  might  entail  further 
expenditure,  but  those  who  sat  with  him 
on  the  Opposition  Benches  were  not  re- 
sponsible for  that  extravagence  which  had 
been  going  on  in  the  way  of  expenditure  for 
the  past  few  years.  At  the  present  time 
the  amoimt  of  money  provided  by  the 
Fawcett  scheme  for  rural  postmen  who 
had  to  travel  long  distances  was  absolutely 
inadequate,  and  he  certainly  thought 
some  further  considerations  should  be 
given  to  those  men.  All  sorts  of  restrictions 
were  imposed  upon  them ;  many  of  them 
had  to  walk  many  miles  a  day  to  meet 
the  mail  or  the  postcart  driven  from  the 
neighbouring  town,  and  they  had  to 
deliver  their  mails  to  that  cart  and  take 
the  mails  from  it,  and  in  times  of  storm 
and  l>ad  weather  the  mail  carts  were  fre- 
quently unable  to  keep  their  time.  He 
knew  many  instances  where,  owing  to 
snowstorms  or  the  bad  condition  of  the 
roads,  through  stress  of  weather,  the 
carts  were  late,  and  these  unfortunate 
men  had  to  wait  for  them  often  for  hours 
without  shelter  of  afiy  kind.  He  thought 
that  men  should  not  be  exposed  to 
such  risks  unnecessarily,  nor  be  expected 
to  stand   out   in    the    snow    and    rain 

without  any  shelter.  He  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  this 
subject  by  letter,  but  had  never  yet 
received  a  satisfactory  reply.  He  had 
been  told  once  that  these  men  were 
allowed  overcoats,  but  he  thought  better 
protection  should  be  afforded  and  adequate 
shelters  provided. 
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*(9.17.)  Mr.  hay  said  in  his  opinion 
tlie  heavy  increase  of  the  national  ex- 
penditure was  not  a  proper  ground  for 
refusing  to  remedy  the  grievances  of 
the  servants  of  the  State  if  those 
grievances  were  well  founded.  That 
the  country  was  engaged  in  a  special 
work  was  not  a  reason  why  the  State's 
servants  should  not  receive  that  which 
would  be  given  to  them  by  a  private 
'employer.  Furthermore,  the  State 
should  be  a  bright  example  to  the 
private  employer,  and  therefore  to  put 
forward  that  argument  was  to  deny  the 
first  attribute  that  should  attach  to 
State  employment,  which  was  that  men 
should  have  adequate  remuneration  for 
good  service.  But  even  during  the  course 
of  this  war  there  had  been  instances 
where  the  Government  had  departed  from 
that  principle.  It  was  not  two  months 
since  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
proposed  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
Army,  and  it  was  only  two  years  ago  since 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Home  Affairs 
proposed  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
police  in  consequence  of  the  changed 
condition  of  life  in  our  towns.  The 
servants  of  the  State  employed  in  other 
directions  were  therefore  given  an  in- 
crease to  cover  the  enhanced  rent  in  the 
districts  in  which  they  lived,  and  he 
thought  it  was  only  right  that  these 
servants  of  the  State  should  be  similarly 
treated.  But  he  did  not  limit  his  de- 
mand to  that.  He  felt  that  the  sanitary 
conditions,  or  rather  the  insanitary  con- 
ditions, of  some  of  our  postal  establish- 
ments and  other  matters  not  financial 
made  an  independent  inquiry  absolutely 
necessary. 

To  hark  back  to  the  Tweedmouth 
Committee  aa  the  beginning  and  end  of 
all  inquiry  into  the  conditions  of  life  of 
this  great  army  of  postal  employees  was 
absolutely  ridiculous.  Not  only  had  the 
circumstances  altered,  but  the  number 
of  men  had  largely  increased.  It  had 
been  shown  that  that  Committee  was  a 
more  or  less  packed  bench ;  the  bulk  of 
its  members  were  gentlemen  who  must 
be  regarded  as  being  more  or  less  depend- 
ent persons.  They  were  permanent 
officials,  and  therefore  could  not  be  said 
to  enjoy  that  freedom  of  thought,  action, 
and  opinion  which  attached  to  men  not 
connected  with  the  Civil  Service.  He 
entirely  demurred  to  the  suggestion  that 
this  was  an  unjustifiable  agitation,  by 


which  undue  pressure  had  been  brought 
to  bear  on  Members  of  the  House.  Evai 
if  it  were  so,  he  could  not  follow  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  in  saying  that 
at  this  time  of  day  employees  of  the 
State  should  be  divested  of  their  civic 
rights. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that 
his  contention  was  that  if  this  sort  of 
thing  went  on  it  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered. 

*Mr.  HAY  thought  the  obvious  con* 
elusion    to  be  drawn   from    that    state- 
ment   was    that  if  this   sort   of    thing 
continued — to    use  the  hon.  Member's 
words — the   pressure  would   become  so 
great  and  be  so  effective  as  to  destroy 
the  independence    of  Members   of    the 
House  of     Commons,    and  that    conse- 
quently persons  who  received  pay  from 
the  State  would  have  to  be  divested  of 
their  electoral  righta     If  the  Post  Office 
were  only  administered  by  business  men, 
nothing  would  be  heard  of  these  troubles 
which  annually  took  up  so  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House.    In  .the  present  Post- 
master General  they  had  a  man  whom 
theyknew  to  be  most  considerate  of  the 
feelings  of  others,  and  a  man  of  strong 
character      and     great     determination. 
Nevertheless,  since  he  had  been  at  the 
Post  Office  he  seemed  to  have  lost  those 
traits  of  character.    The  truth  was  that 
the  real  masters  of  the  Post  Office  were 
the  permanent  officials,  who  had  had  no 
experience  in  the  management  of  men, 
and  had  no  sympathy  with  the  aspirations 
and  ideals  of  the  working  and  middle 
classes  who  constituted  the  postal  staff.  So 
long  as  the  Post  Office  remained  the  mere 
serf  of   the  Treasury,    surrendering    its 
balances  year  by  year  to  that  Department, 
so  long  would  there  be  this  discontent,  not 
only  on  the  part  of  the  persons  employed 
but  also  on  the  part  of  the  public,  who 
in  many   cases  were   most  inefficiently 
served.    The  Government  would  be  well 
advised  in  believing  that  the  action  of 
those  who  had  taken  this  matter  up  was 
dictated,  not  by  any  electioneering  con- 
siderations,  but  by   a  sense    of    public 
duty  and  fair  play.    They  believed  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  these  griev- 
ances, whether  ill  or  well  founded,  should 
receive  a  careful,  sympathetic,  and  busi- 
ness-like examination  at  the  hands  of  an 
independent  Committee. 
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Having  dealt  with  the  general  question, 
he  desired  to  refer  to  two  or  three  points 
affecting  interests  with  which  he  was 
specially  connected.  The  first  was  the 
case  of  postal  servants  engaged  in  military 
work  in  South  Africa. 

Ma.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  did 
not  wish  to  interrupt  any  discussion 
germane  to  the  Vote,  but  the  men  to 
whom  the  hon.  Member  was  now 
referring  were  serving  as  soldiers  in 
-South  Africa.  The  conditions  of  their 
service  were  matters  for  the  War  Office, 
and  with  which  the  Postmaster  General 
had  nothing  to  do.  He  therefore  sub- 
mitted that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to 
•  discuss  the  question  on  the  present 
Vote. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN  :  If  that 
is  the  case,  it  will  be  out  of  order  to 
discuss  their  salaries  on  this  Vote. 

*Mr.  hay  said  he  had  not  mentioned 
the  word  *' salary."    He  was  about   to 
say  that  these  men  had  been  lent,  for 
the  service  of  the  State,  by  one  Depart- 
ment to  another,  and  he  submitted  that 
he  would   be  in    order  in  referring  to 
.them,  because  one  of   the  inducements 
offered  to  them  to  serve  their  country  in 
South  Africa  was  that  they  should  not 
be  in  a  worse  position  than  that  offered 
by   private  employers,  viz. :    that  their 
situations  should  be  kept  open  for  them, 
and  that  whilst  they  were  absent  they 
should  receive  their  pay.    The  Financial 
Secretary  had  stated  that  he  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  refer  to  the  question 
on  the  Estimates,  and  he  desired  now 
to  take  advantage  of  that  opportunity. 
The  point  he  wished  to  make  was  that 
the  Post   Office  sometimes  posed  as  a 
private  employer,  and  at  other  times  as 
a  Department  of  the  State,  according  to 
which  attitude    suited  their    book.     It 
was  not  right  that  these  men  should  be 
made  the  subjects  of  a  game  of  battledore 
and   shuttlecock    between  two    Depart- 
ments, the  one  saying  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  men  because  they  were 
under   the   War  Office,  and  the   other 
declining  all  responsibility  on  the  ground 
that  the  Post  Office  had  to  do  with  the 
terms  under  which  they  served. 

Another  point  of  detail  to  which  he 
wished   to   refer   was   almost    personal. 
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During  the  last  few  months  it  had  been 
his   duty    to    communicate   on    several 
occasions  with  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  his  experience  had  been  that  if  he 
made  a  general  statement  he  was  asked 
for  details,  and  if   he   gave  details   he 
received  a  general  statement  in  reply. 
The  principle  of  the  Post  Office  for  years 
past  had  nominally  been  to  discourage 
the   increase    of    the    auxiliary   or    un- 
established  staff.    So  late  as  December 
31st    last    the    Postmaster   General  de- 
scribed   the    auxiliary    employment    as 
very     undesirable.       Nevertheless,     on 
February  6th  last,  there  was  an  increase  of 
ninety-three  persons  on  the  auxiliary  staff 
at  the  East  Central  branch.  He  contended 
that  if  principles  were  laid  down  for  the 
administration  of  a  leviathan  Department 
such  as  the  Post  Office,  those  principles 
ought  not  to  be  forthwith  departed  from 
without  grave  reason  being  shown.     It 
seemed  that  when  it  suited  the  feelings 
and  the   exigencies  of   the   utterly  un- 
businesslike   authorities     at     the    Post 
Office,  all  principle  went  to  the  winds, 
and  by  technical  points  and  Jmesse   in 
regard    to   regulations   the    men    were 
harassed  and  irritated  and  subjected  to 
injustices  which  would  not  be  tolerated 
by  the  staff  of  any  large  concern  such  as 
a  railway,  or  Whiteley's,  or  any  similar 
establishments.     On    one    occasion    last 
winter  the  Dutch  mail  was  late,  and  a 
certain  portion  of  the  men  in  the  City 
were  called  upon  during  their  period  of 
rest    to   deliver    this    late  mail.     As    a 
result   they  had   nothing   to  eat  from 
early  morning   until  between   five  and 
six  o'clock  in  the   afternoon,  and  thev 
had  to  resume  duty   between  six  and 
eight  o'clock  for  the  evening  delivervg 
According    to     the    regulations     made 
under  the  Tweedmouth  Committee,  the 
time  allowed  for  tea  was  half  an  hour. 
These  men  having  been  without  susten- 
ance for  the  best  part  of  the  day,  took  an 
half  hour,  to  which  they  were  entitled 
under  the  rules,  but  they  were  all,  never- 
theless, entered  on  the  book  as  "late," 
and  they  appealed  against  it  successfully, 
and  when  he  complained   to  the   Post- 
master   General    he    was    told   not    to 
trouble    about     the     matter     as     the 
appeal    had     been    allowed.      He     in- 
stanced   this    as    an    example    of    the 
muddling    and   unbusinesslike    way   in 
which  these  matters  were  treated.     He 
2C 
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*(9.17.)  Mr.  hay  said  in  his  opinion 
tlie  heavy  increase  of  the  national  ex- 
penditure was  not  a  proper  ground  for 
refusing  to  remedy  the  grievances  of 
the  servants  of  the  State  if  those 
grievances  were  well  founded.  That 
the  country  was  engaged  in  a  special 
work  was  not  a  reason  why  the  State's 
servants  should  not  receive  that  which 
would  be  given  to  them  by  a  private 
'employer.  Furthermore,  the  State 
should  be  a  bright  example  to  the 
private  employer,  and  therefore  to  put 
forward  that  argument  was  to  deny  the 
first  attribute  that  should  attach  to 
State  employment,  which  was  that  men 
should  have  adequate  remuneration  for 
good  service.  But  even  during  the  course 
of  this  war  there  had  been  instances 
where  the  Government  had  departed  from 
that  principle.  It  was  not  two  months 
since  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
proposed  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
Army,  and  it  was  only  two  years  ago  since 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Home  Affairs 
proposed  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
police  in  consequence  of  the  changed 
condition  of  life  in  our  towns.  The 
servants  of  the  State  employed  in  other 
directions  were  therefore  given  an  in- 
crease to  cover  the  enhanced  rent  in  the 
districts  in  which  they  lived,  and  he 
thought  it  was  only  right  that  these 
servants  of  the  State  should  be  similarly 
treated.  But  he  did  not  limit  his  de- 
mand to  that.  He  felt  that  the  sanitary 
conditions,  or  rather  the  insanitary  con- 
ditions, of  some  of  our  postal  establish- 
ments and  other  matters  not  financial 
made  an  independent  inquiry  absolutely 
necessary. 

To  hark  back  to  the  Tweedmouth 
Committee  aa  the  beginning  and  end  of 
all  inquiry  into  the  conditions  of  life  of 
this  great  army  of  postal  employees  was 
absolutely  ridiculous.  Not  only  had  the 
circumstances  altered,  but  the  number 
of  men  had  largely  increased.  It  had 
been  shown  that  that  Committee  was  a 
more  or  less  packed  bench ;  the  biJk  of 
its  members  were  gentlemen  who  must 
be  regarded  as  being  more  or  less  depend- 
ent persons.  They  were  permanent 
officials,  and  therefore  could  not  be  said 
to  enjoy  that  freedom  of  thought,  action, 
and  opinion  which  attached  to  men  not 
connected  with  the  Civil  Service.  He 
entirely  demurred  to  the  suggestion  that 
this  was  an  unjustifiable  agitation,  by 


which  undue  pressure  had  been  brought 
to  bear  on  Members  of  the  House.  Even 
if  it  were  so,  he  could  not  follow  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  in  sajdng  that 
i  at  this  time  of  day  employees  of  the 
State  should  be  divested  of  their  civic 
rights. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that 
his  contention  was  that  if  this  sort  of 
thing  went  on  it  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered. 

♦Mr.  HAY  thought  the  obvious  con- 
clusion to  be  drawn  from  that  state- 
ment was  that  if  this  sort  of  thing 
continued — to  use  the  hon.  Member's 
words — the  pressure  would  become  so 
great  and  be  so  effective  as  to  destroy 
the  independence  of  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  conse- 
quently persons  who  received  pay  from 
the  State  would  have  to  be  divested  of 
their  electoral  right&  If  the  Post  OflSce 
were  only  administered  by  business  men, 
nothing  would  be  heard  of  these  troubles 
whieh  annually  took  up  so  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House.  In  .the  present  Post- 
master General  they  had  a  man  whom 
theyknew  to  be  most  considerate  of  the 
feelings  of  others,  and  a  man  of  strong 
character  and  great  determination. 
Nevertheless,  since  he  had  been  at  the 
Post  Office  he  seemed  to  have  lost  those 
traits  of  character.  The  truth  was  that 
the  real  masters  of  the  Post  Oflice  were 
the  permanent  officials,  who  had  had  no 
experience  in  the  management  of  men, 
and  had  no  sympathy  with  the  aspirations 
and  ideals  of  the  working  and  middle 
classes  who  constituted  the  postal  staff".  So 
long  as  the  Post  Office  remained  the  mere 
serf  of  the  Treasury,  surrendering  its 
balances  year  by  year  to  that  Department, 
so  long  would  there  be  this  discontent,  not 
only  on  the  part  of  the  persons  employed 
but  also  on  the  part  of  the  public,  who 
in  many  cases  were  most  inefficiently 
served.  The  Government  would  be  well 
advised  in  believing  that  the  action  of 
those  who  had  taken  this  matter  up  was 
dictated,  not  by  any  electioneering  con- 
siderations, but  by  a  sense  of  public 
duty  and  fair  play.  They  believed  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  these  grev- 
ances,  whether  ill  or  well  founded,  should 
receive  a  careful,  sympathetic,  and  busi- 
ness-like examination  at  the  hands  of  an 
independent  Committee. 


721  Supply—  {18  April  1902}  Committee.  722 

Having  dealt  with  the  general  question,  |  During  the  last  few  months  it  had  been 
he  desired  to  refer  to  two  or  three  points  .  his  duty  to  communicate  on  several 
Affecting  interests  with  which  he  was  '  occasions  with  the  Postmaster  General, 
specially  connected.  The  first  was  the  |  and  his  experience  had  been  that  if  he 
case  of  postal  servants  engaged  in  mihtary  I  made  a  general  statement  he  was  asked 
work  in  South  Africa.  I  for  details,  and  if   he   gave  details   he 

,  received  a  general  statement  in  reply. 
Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  did  |  The  principle  of  the  Post  OflSce  for  years 
not  wish  to  interrupt  any  discussion  past  had  nominally  been  to  discourage 
germane  to  the  Vote,  but  the  men  to  the  increase  of  the  auxiliary  or  un- 
whom  the  hon.  Member  was  now  established  staff.  So  late  as  December 
referring  were  serving  as  soldiers  in  •  31st  last  the  Postmaster  General  de- 
South  Africa.  The  conditions  of  their  1  scribed  the  auxiliary  employment  as 
service  were  matters  for  the  War  OflSce,  I  very  undesirable.  Nevertheless,  on 
and  with  which  the  Postmaster  General  j  February  6th  last,  there  was  an  increase  of 
had  nothing  to  do.  He  therefore  sub- '  ninety-three  persons  on  the  auxiliary  staff 
mitted  that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  |  at  the  East  Central  branch.  He  contended 
discuss  the  question  on  the  present  i  that  if  principles  were  laid  down  for  the 
Vote.  administration  of  a  leviathan  Department 

such  as  the  Post  OflSce.  those  principles 
ought  not  to  be  forthwith  departed  from 
without  grave  reason  being  shown.     It 
seemed  that  when  it  suited  the  feehngs 
I  and  the   exigencies  of   the   utterly  un- 
♦Mr.  hay  said  he  had  not  mentioned  I  businesslike    authorities     at     the    Post 
the  word  **  salary."    He  was  about   to  '  Oflftce,  all  principle  went  to  the  winds. 


The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  :  If  that 
is  the  case,  it  will  be  out  of  order  to 
discuss  their  salaries  on  this  Vote. 


say  that  these  men  had  been  lent,  for 
the  service  of  the  State,  by  one  Depart- 
ment to  another,  and  he  submitted  that 


and  by  technical  points  and  finf^ise  in 
regard  to  regulations  the  men  were 
harassed  and  irritated  and  subjected  to 


he  would  be  in  order  in  referring  to  I  injustices  which  would  not  be  tolerated 
.them  because  one  of  the  inducements  !  ^y  the  staff  of  any  large  concern  such  as 
offer^  to  them  to  serve  their  country  in  |  »  railway,  or  Whiteley  s,  or  any  similar 
South  Africa  was  that  they  should  not  establishments.  On  one  occasion  last 
be  in  a  worse  position  than  that  offered  ^i^^t^r  the  Dutch  mail  was  late  and  a 
by  private  employers,  viz. :  that  their  i  certain  portion  of  the  men  in  the  City 
situations  should  be  kept  open  for  them,  I  were  called  upon  during  their  period  of 
and  that  whilst  they  were  absent  they  rest  to  deliver  this  late  mail.  As  a 
shouU  receive  their  pay.  The  Financial  i  result  they  had  nothing  to  eat  from 
Secretary  had  sUted  that  he  would  have  early  morning  until  between  five  and 
an  opportunity  to  refer  to  the  question  i  six  o  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  thev 
on  the  Estimates,  and  he  desired  now  had  to  resume  duty  between  six  and 
to  Uke  advantage  of  that  opportunity.  .  eight  o'clock  for  the  evening  delivenr. 
The  point  he  wished  to  make  was  that '  According  to  the  regulations  made 
the  Post  Office  sometimes  posed  as  a  under  the  Tweedmouth  Committee  the 
private  employer,  and  at  other  times  as  j  time  allowed  for  tea  was  half  an  hour, 
a  Department  of  the  State,  according  to  '^^ese  men  having  been  without  susten- 
which  attitude  suited  their  book.  It  I  ance  for  the  best  part  of  the  day,  took  an 
was  not  right  that  these  men  should  be  i  ^^alf  hour,  to  which  they  were  entitled 
made  the  subjects  of  a  game  of  battledore  '  ^"der  the  rules,  but  they  were  aU,  never- 
and  shuttlecock  between  two  Depart-  theless,  entered  on  the  book  as  "  late, 
ments,  the  one  saying  they  had  nothing  and  they  appealed  against  it  successfully, 
to  do  with  the  men  because  they  were  and  when  he  complained  to  the  Post- 
under  the  War  Office,  and  the  other  "taster  General  he  was  told  not  to 
decUningaUresponsibilityontheground  I  trouble    about     the     mat^r     b&     the 

that  the  Post  Office  had  to  do  with  the  appeal  had  been  allowed.  He  in- 
terms  under  which  they  served.  stanced    this    as    an    example    of    the 

Another  point  of  detail  to  which  he  |  muddUng  and  unbusinesslike  way  in 
wished   to   refer    was   almost    j^rsonal.    which  these  matters  were  treated.     He 
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thought  that  any  business  of  the  state 
conducted  on  lines  such  as  these  was  not 
only  unbusinessUke  but  deserved  the 
condemnation  of  the  Committee.  The 
regulations  of  the  Post  Office,  under 
which  the  auxiliary  staff  were  governed, 
were  also  muddled,  unbusinesslike,  and 
bullying  in  their  character.  If  something 
like  160,000  persons  were  performing 
their  daily  work  under  such  conditions 
it  was  high  time  that  some  absolutely  in- 
dependent inquiry  should  be  made  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
they  ought  not  to  be  put  off  by  the  official 
phraseology  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  he  asked 
to  signalise  his  tenure  of  office  by  bringing 
about  the  investigation  so  much  desired. 

(9.38.).  Mb.  swift  MACNEILL 
(Donegal,  S.)  said  his  hon.  friend  opposite 
who  had  just  sat  down,  had  made  an 
excellent  speech,  and  he  had  represented 
the  Post  Office  Department  as  serf  to 
the  Treasury.  It  was  in  regard  to  the 
serfdom  of  the  Post  Office  to  the  Treasury 
that  he  intended  to  speak.    It  was  a  fact 


was  deemed  to  be  absolutely  necessary. 
It  was  an  utter  abrogation  of  the  whole 
spirit  of  constitutional  Uberty  that  aa 
official    who    had    such    an    enormous 
amount  of  money  passing  through  his 
hands,  and  who  had  under  his  charge 
160,000  employees — it  was  an  outrage 
that  such   an   official   should   have   no 
direct   representative   in   the  House   of 
Commons.      The     Postmasters   General 
in  former  years  had  done  great  service 
to  the  country  in  consequence  of  having 
a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons.    He 
might   mention  Sir  Lyon  Playfair  and 
Mr.  Fawcett,  who  introduced  magnificent 
reforms  mainly  because  they  were  sub- 
jected   to  the   influence  of  the    House 
of    Commons.      From    the    year    1892 
to  1895  there  was  no  more  satisfactory 
official  than  Mr.  Arnold  Morley.     If  the 
Postmaster  General   could  not   himseU 
sit  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  ought 
at    least    to    be    directly    represented. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  claimed 
that    he    represented    the    Postmaster 
General,    but     he    did    not     represent 
directly    and    could    not    control    the 
that  only   one    Amendment    could    be  I  officials    who    suppUed     him    with    his 
taken,  and  that  was  put  in  the  form  of   information.    It  was  absolutely  ridiculous 


a  reduction  of  the  Postmaster-General's 
salary.  His  hon.  friend  below  him  had 
been  much  more  considerate  than  him- 
self, for  he  had  intended  moving  the  re- 
duction of  the  Postmaster  Generars 
salary  by  £500,   and  although  he  was 


that  questions  addressed  by  them  should 
be  answered  by  a  Gentleman  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  who  would  only  give 
such  information  as  was  supplied  to  him 
by  his  officials.  It  would  be  better  to 
have  no  Postmaster  General  at  all  than 


entitled  to  preference  he  had  suppressed  |  to  be  placed  in  such  a  position. 

himself   and    had    given    away  to    the  I     It   was  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 

Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend.     In  the  '  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  personally  paid  a 


past  his  voice  had  been  like  one  crying 
in  the  wilderness.  He  had  no  personal 
animosity  against  Lord  Londonderry,  but 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Post 
Office  was  a  business  which  aflfected  every 
branch  of  the  community,  he  claimed 
that  they  ought  to  have  the  Postmaster 
General  sitting  in  the  people's  House. 
For  more  than  a  generation  the  Post- 
master General  had  been  a  Member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  where  he  had  sat 
to  defend  his  policy. 

It  so  happened  that  in  the  year  1866 
an  Act  was  passed  through  both  Houses 
making  it  possible  that  the  Postmaster 
General  should  be  capable  of  sitting  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  So  great  were 
the  objections  to  the  Postmaster 
General  sittfaig  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
that  the  Bill  to  which  he  had  alluded 

Mr.  Hay, 


great  deal  of  attention  to  his  work,  and 
he  was  very  courteous  indeed  to  hon. 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
suppl3dng  them  with  the  information 
they  required.  He,  however,  was  an 
exception,  and  they  had  now  got  a 
Postmaster  General  who  was  a  politician 
first  and  a  Postmaster  General  after. 
The  present  Postmaster  General  was  a 
gentleman  who  would  not  attend  to  hb 
business,  although  he  had  160,000  men 
and  all  their  destinies  in  his  handa 
When  the  Postmaster  General  was  not 
in  his  office  he  was  generally  Prim  rosing 
all  ovor  the  place.  He  wished  to  have 
a  gentleman  like  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
as  Postmaster  General,  who  would  attend 
to  his  business  and  be  subject  to  the 
control  of  public  opinion.     He  had  no 
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hesitation  in  saying  a  good  word  even 
for  a  lord,  because  it  was  his  misfortune 
that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  a  duke. 

Every  single  Department  of  the  State 
was  directly  represented  in  the  House 
of  Commons  except  the  Post  Office. 
Some  of  the  Departments  had  more  than 
one  representative  in  the  House.  Why 
was  the  Postmaster  General  not  in  the 
House  of  Commons  1  Was  it  because  he 
was  afraid  of  being  asked  so  many 
questions  t  In  the  case  of  a  Department 
like  the  Post  Office  it  was  absolutely 


*  Mr.  BANBURY  said  that  had  been 
moved  in  order  to  urge  that  a  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  certain  grievances,  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Donegal  seemed  to 
use  the  Motion  that  the  Postmaster 
General's  salary  should '  be  reduced 
merely  as  a  foundation  to  attack  the 
Postmaster  General.  He  attacked  the 
Postmaster  General  because  he  was  a 
Member  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  not 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  in  the 
same  breath  he  said  that  the  Duke  of 


necessary  that  hon.  Members  should  Norfolk  was  a  model  Postmaster  General, 
come  in  actual  contact  with  the  Minister  >  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  a  Member  of  the 
for  that  Deparment.  He  admitted  that  House  of  Lords,  and  if  he  was  a  model 
it  was  a  very  great  honour  to  be  replied  Postmaster  Lord  liOndonderry  was  not 
to  by  the  hon.  Grentleman  the  Secretary    disqualified    from   being  a  model  Post- 


to  the  Treasury.    The  system  was  that 


master   because  he    was  a  Member   of 


the  Question  was  put  to  the  hon.  the  House  of  Lords.  He  rose  not  so 
Member  and  it  was  referred  to  various  much  with  the  object  of  answering  the 
officials,  and  some  considerable  time  j  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
after  they  generally  received  a  letter  I  Donegal  as  to  point  out  to  the  House^ 
from  the  Postmaster  General  saying  as  he  had  already  done  on  other 
thut  nothing  could  be  done.  No  doubt  occasions,  the  great  detriment  which 
the  Postmaster  General  was  better '  he  conceived  would  result  to  the 
employed  arranging  the  laws  for  the  country  if  they  were  continually,  for 
landlords  in  Ireland.  With  regard  to  electioneering  purposes — because  it  was 
what  had  been  said  by  the  Secretary  to  ;  for  no  other  purpose — to  have  Motions 
the  Treasury  it  was  an  utter  mistake '  brought  before  them  for  Committees 
that  the  Post  Office  should  be  regarded  ,  of  Inquiry  which  should  be  Committees 
as  a  profit-making  concern.  The  Post  of  that  House,  and  which  were  asked 
Office  was  established  for  the  benefit  of  for  merely  because  it  was  supposed 
the  people,  and  upon  one  occasion  Mr.  that  pressure  could  be  put  on  the 
Shaw  Lefevre  actually  proposed  that  |  Members  of  the  Committee  to  induce 
£3,000,000  out  of  the  Post  Office  them,  whether  right  or  wrong,  to  grant 
revenue  should  be  devoted  to  the  redue-  the  demands  which  had  been  asked 
tion  of  postal  charges.  He  considered  by  the  people  who  pressed  for  inquiry, 
it  was  an  outrage  that  the  Postmaster  The  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal  said 
General  should  not  have  a  seat  in  the  the  Post  Office  must  not  be  considered 
House  of  Commons.  i  as  a  revenue  Department,  and  that  it  was 

to  be  managed  in  the  interest  of  the 
bulk  of  the  people.  He  quite  agreed 
♦(9.54.)  Mr.  BANBURY  (CamberweU,  I  with  the  hon.  Member.  That  was 
Peckham)  understood  that  the  ques-  [  absolutely  true,  but  he  would  point  out 
tion  was  that  a  Committee  should  ,  to  him  that  if  the  Post  Office  was  con- 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  certain  I  ducted  at  a  loss  somebody  would  have  to 
grievances  of  the  postal  employees,  but  find  that  loss,  and  the  people  who  would 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal  have  to  find  it  would  be  the  bulk  of  the 
seemed  to  have  demoted  his  time  not  so  j  people,  and  it  was  because  he  objected  to 
much  to  advancing  argumenU  for  the  >  the   bulk  of  the  people  being  mulcted 

appointment  of  a  Committee  as  to merely  for  electioneering  purposes  that 

he  supported  the  Government  tonight  in 

'  the  course  they  were  going  to  pursue. 

The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN :    Order,    He  believed  that  every  Member  of  the 

order !    The  Question  before    the  Com-  i  House   of  Commons  was  anxious  that 

mittee  ii  to  reduce  Item  A — the  Vote  j  every  servant  of  the  State  should  receive 

to  the  Postmaster  General — by  £100.      la    proper  consideration  for  his  la  hour 
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and  he  was  sure  that  every  one  on  the 
Conservative  side  of  the  House  would 
agree  with  him  when  he  said  that  that 
was  the  generally  accepted  opinion  in  all 
quarters  of  the  House.  But  how  were 
they  to  arrive  at  what  was  a  proper  sum 
to  pay  a  man  for  his  labour  1  They  could 
only  arrive  at  it  by  finding  out  whether 
there  were  many  applicants  or  not  for 
the  position,  and  as  long  as  they  knew 
that  there  were  hundreds  of  people  who 
were  ready  and  anxious  to  take  up  the 
position,  then  he  thought  the  Committee 
should  consider  the  bulk  of  the  people 
who  found  the  money,  and  not  merely  a 
few  discontented  people  who  thought 
that  by  exerting  a  little  pressure  on 
weak-kneed  Members  of  Parliament  they 
could  secure  something  for  themselves 
at  the  expense  of  people  who  were 
not  better  off  and  who  in  some  cases 
were  worse  of!  than  themselves.  This 
Post  Office  agitation  had  been  going  on 
ever  since  he  had  the  honour  of  becom- 
ing a  Member  of  Parliament  ten  years 
ago.  When  he  first  entered  the  House  a 
Committee  was  appointed,  presided  over 
by  Lord  Tweedmouth,  for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  these  grievances.  He 
did  not  think  anybody  could  say  that 
was  a  prejudiced  Committee,  or  that  it 
was  prejudiced  against  the  working 
classes. 

An  Hon.  Member  suggested  that  it 
might  be  prejudiced  in  their  favour. 

*  Mr.  BANBURY  said  his  hon.  friend 
observed  that  if  it  was  prejudiced  and  it 
would  be  in  the  other  direction.  He 
believed  that  his  hon.  friend,  with  his 
usual  acuteness,  was  right.  That  Com- 
mittee reported  that  certain  increases 
should  be  made,  and  those  increases  were 
were  made — [An  Hon.  Member  :  No  !  ] 
— and  the  people  who  asked  for  that 
Committee  were  not  satisfied  and  wanted 
more.  Another  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed, and  it  was  presided  over  by  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk.  His  right  hon.  friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
was  present  during  the  sittings  of  the 
Committee,  or  he  was  a  member  of  it. 
The  result  of  that  Committee  was  that 
further  increases  were  made,  but  still 
the  Post  Office  employees  were  not 
satisfied.  He  was  afraid  that  they  were 
like  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 

Mr.  Banbury, 


who,    whatever     concessions    they    got 
under  the  Irish    Land    Acts,     still    de- 
manded more.    He  believed  that  what- 
ever concessions  were  made,  and  however 
they  were  increased,  they  would  still  be 
required  to  give  more.     What  they  had 
to  arrive  at  was  what  was  just  and  lair, 
and  the  worst  tribunal  to  arrive  at  that 
was  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.      How     did     they     appoint     a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
a   subject  like  this?    They   took  those 
Members— [Cries   of    "  Di\ide."]      He 
was    extremely  sorry  that  his  remarks 
were  so  true  that  hon.  Members  opposite 
did  not  care  to  listen  to  them.      They 
appointed  certain  Members  in  favour  of 
the     propo  ed      inquiry    and     certain 
Members  against.    Was  that  an  impartial 
inquiry  ?      What  they  ought  to    have, 
if  they  were  to  have  a  Committee,  was  a 
Committee  consisting  of  Members   who 
were  not  prejudiced  for  or  against.     He 
did  not  say  tbat  he  ought  to  be  on  the 
Committee — far     from    it.      [Cries     of 
•*  Divide"   and   **  Order."]    He  did  not 
know  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
called  "  Divide  "  thought  he  would  make 
him  sit  down,  but  if  he  did  he  was  quite 
mistaken.     He  had  no  wish  to  prolong 
the  debate     He  had  said  what  he  had 
said  because  he  believed  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  say  so.     Nobody  could  say   that  he 
had  got  up  and  taken  the  popular  side. 
It  was  not  always  the  popular  side  that 
was  right.     He  thought  he  was  justified 
in    making   the   few    remarks    he    had 
made.      He   had    not   made    them     for 
electioneering   purposes,   but  because  he 
believed  it    was  in  the  interest   of  the 
country  that  civil  servants   should  not 
continue  to  put  pressure  on  Members  in 
order  to  advantage  iheir  own  position. 
[An  Hon.   Member:  Why  not?]   Their 
votes     were    given     to     them     to     be 
exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 
He  remembered  the  right   hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 
shire some  years  ago,  in  a  very  remark- 
able    speech,    saying,    in    much    better 
language  than  he  could  command,  every 
thing  he  had  said  tonight.     [Laughter.] 
He  did  not  know  why  hon.   Members 
opposite  should  laugh  at  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member   for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire.    He  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   was    one   of    their    leaders. 
However  that  might  be,  he  thought  the 
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why  there  should  be  on  the  part  of  some 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  or 
the  Treasury  any  desire  to  prevent  an 
Inquiry  into  their  grievances.  He  entirely 
agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 


House  of  Commons  should  pause  before 
they  yielded  to  pressure  for  merely 
electioneering  purposes. 

(10.6.)  Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Pat- 
rick) said  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Peck-  for  South  Donegal  that  it  was  necessary 
ham  Division  was  entirely  mistaken  in  ,  that  the  Postmaster  General  should  be  a 
imagining  that  the  Members  who  had  |  Member  of  this  House,  becauJ^e  the 
taken  p^irt  in  the  debate  had  done  so  for  |  official  in  charge  of  such  an  important 
electioneering  purposes.  If  he  had  taken  Department  should  be  in  touch  with  the 
the  trouble  to  analyse  the  numbers,  he  representatives  of  the  people.  He  would 
would  have  found  that  there  were  go  further,  and  say  that  of  all  the 
160,000  voters  spread  all  over  the  three  Gentlemen  on  the  Front  Bench  opposite. 
Kingdoms,  and  it  was  doubtful  whether  '  the  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  any  constituency  the  number  of  men  i  — without  impugning  the  action  of  the 
engager!  in  Post  Office  work  could  influ- '  hon.  Gentleman,  whom  he  had  found 
ence  an  election.  The  hon.  Member  for  most  courteous  in  any  correspondence 
Peckham  told  them  that  this  agitation  he  had  had  with  him  in  this  matter — 
had  been  going  on  during  the  ten  years  should  not  represent  the  Post  Office,  for 
he  had  been  in  the  House.  What  was  he  had  too  much  to  do.  He  had  enough 
the  reason  that  it  was  not  stopped  1  It  '  to  do  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with- 
was   because  these    men     had  genuine    out   being   bothered    with    Post    Office 

frievances.  He  had  attended  meetings  matters.  His  duties  in  connection  with 
oth  in  London  and  Dublin,  and  he  held  the  Treasury  and  as  the  representative 
the  most  dangerous  thing  that  could  of  ttie  Post  Office  were  of  that  dual 
happen  was  that  a  public  Department  nature  which  disabled  him  from  taking 
should  be  seething  with  discontent,  the  sjime  impartial  view  of  Post  Office 
These  men  were  helping  to  carry  on  the  matters  which  would  be  taken  by  an 
public  business  of  the  country,  and  he  independent  official.  He  did  not  wish  to 
put  it  to  the  Financial  Secretary  of  the  detain  the  House  at  this  late  hour  by 
Treasury  that  the  safest  thing  that  going  into  many  points  which  he  could 
could  be  done  under  the  circumstances  bring  forward  with  reference  to  sanita- 
was  to  hold  an  Inquiry.  If  these  men  tion,  promotion,  and  the  regulations  of 
could  not  prove  their  case,  it  would  drop  the  service.  He  could  dilate  on  those 
to  the  ground.  What  were  the  facts  ?  matters  for  a  long  time  if  necessary,  but 
There  was  a  journal  edited  by  Post  he  did  not  think  any  useful  purpose 
Office  officials,  and  he  found  that  the  ,  would  be  served  by  going  into  the 
Post  Office  servants  were  clamouring  all  details.  He  put  it  to  the  Financial 
over  the  country  for  some  constituency  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  it  was 
where  they  could  put  in  a  man  to  repre-  desirable  in  the  public  interest  that  puch 
sent  their  opinions  to  this  Assembly,  an  inquiry  should  be  held  by  an  inde- 
That  was  to  say,  they  were  of  opinion  pendent  Commission,  because  all  who 
there  was  no  one  in  the  House  who  had  |  had  taken  any  interest  in  this  question 
a  desire  to  do  justice  to  a  large  body  of  ,  knew  that  the  recommendations  which 
men  who  were  engaged  in  the  service  were  made  by  Lord  Tweedmouth's  Com- 
of  the  State.  There  was  one  other  '  mission  had  not  been  carried  out,  and 
argument  which  he  thought  was ,  that  therefore  there  was  discontent 
worthy  of  consideration  at  this  stage  of '  among  the  servants  of  the  Post  Office. 
the  proceedings.  We  ought  to  have  a  He  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Financial 
body  of  contented  men  conducting  this  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury  would  give  a 
important  service ;  for  after  all  the  duties  favoiu'able  reply  on  the  point  which  had 
performed  by  the  postal  and  telegraphic  |  been  brought  before  him,  and  that  an 
servants  were  amongst  the  most  im-  Inquiry  would  be  granted  to  be  held  by 
portant  that  could  be  committed  to  any  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House,  and 
section  of  the  community.  Therefore  not  by  permanent  officials.  They 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  i  should  have  an  independent  Committee 
publio  interest  that  these  men  should  i  to  try  the  questions  at  issue.  It  was 
be  latisfied.     He  oould  not   understand  '  nothing    short    of  a   farce    to   appoint 
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permanent  officials  to  inquire  into  their 
own  conduct  in  the  past,  and  to  say 
how  things  were  to  be  carried  out  in 
the  future. 

(10.14.)  Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBER- 
Lain  :  This  debate  has  travelled  over  a 
very  wide  field.  It  started  with  the  single 
object  of  securing  an  Inquiry  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  into  the  grievances 
of  Post  Office  servants,  which  is  very 
much  the  same  question  as  was  raised 
earlier  in  the  evening  on  the  previous 
Vote.  At  the  same  time,  although  I 
have  expressed  my  opinion  on  that 
proposal,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  I  should  deal  with  the  points 
which  have  been  raised  in  this  debate. 
I  scaroely  know  what  to  admire  more, 
the  happy  optimism  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  St  Patrick  Division  of  Dublin, 
who  believes  that,  although  all  inquiries 
have  hitherto  failed  to  produce  satisfac- 
tion, one  more  would  be  certain  to  result 
in  allaying  what  he  caUs  the  seething 
d'scbntent  of  the  service,  or  the  profound 
distrust  which  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Hoxton  shows  in  all  who 
have  not  the  happiness  to  be  entirely 
independent  of  the  Government  service. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  initiated  this 
debate  declared  that  what  the  servants 
of  the  Post  Office  required  was  a  Court 
of  Appeal,  before  which  they  could 
bring  their  grievances,  such  as  anyone 
outside  the  Grovernment  service  had. 
He  then  went  on  to  urge  on  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  would  do  well  to  put  off 
the  responsibility  which  at  presents  rests 
on  their  shoulders,  and  lay  it  on  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  cannot  imagine 
a  greater  dereliction  of  duty  on  the 
part  of  responsible  Ministers  than  to 
follow  the  advice  of  the  hon.  Member. 

I  refuse  to  resign  one  particle  of  my 
responsibility,  or  to  accept  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  wash  their  hands  of  their 
responsibility,  and  throw  this  subject, 
as  an  open  question,  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  ask  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  without  aid  or  guidance  from 
responsible  Ministers,  to  judge  upon  the 
multitude  of  conflicting  interests  and 
details  incident  to  the  administration 
of  so   great  service  as   the  Post  Office^ 

Mr,  Field. 


I,  for  one,  will  not  be  a  party  to  putting 
off  that  responsibiUty  on  to  the  House  of 
Commons. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  what 
the  Post  Office  employees  require  is 
a  Court  of  Appeal  I  venture  to  say 
that  they  have  a  Court  of  Appeal  such 
as  exists  for  no  other  body  of  workers 
in  the  country.  They  have  free  access 
and  right  of  appeal  to  their  immediats 
superiors,  who  arc  permanent  servants  of 
the  Post  Office,  Uke  themselves.  They  can 
have  their  cases  considered  by  Uiem, 
and  i{  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
result  they  can  appeal  to  the  Permanent 
Secretary  of  the  Post  Office  and  to 
the  Postmaster  General  himself.  The 
attitude  of  the  hon.  Member  in  this 
matter  is  surely  extremely  inconsistent. 
He  complains  in  one  breath  that  the 
Postmaster  General  and  the  Permanent 
Secretary  come  periodically  fresh  to  the 
Post  Office  with  no  experience  of  its 
business,  having  spent  their  previous 
lives  in  other  occupations,  and  in  the 
next  breath  he  says  that  these  same 
gentlemen  are  bound  up  with  tradition, 
and  that  they  are  anxious  only  to  main- 
tain the  existing  state  of  things.  I 
venture  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  more 
able  public  servant  than  the  present 
Permanent  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office. 
Since  I  have  held  my  present  office  I 
have  been  brought,  I  had  almost  said  into 
daily,  certainly,  into  almost  daily  re- 
lations with  him.  I  have  had  to  diiscuss 
extremely  difficult  and  complicated  sub- 
jects with  him,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
a  clearer  mind  and  a  fairer  and  more 
impartial  man  no  one  could  wish  to  find 
among  Government  servants,  and  we 
may  be  happy  if  he  is  a  fair  sample  of 
those  who  preside  over  great  public 
Departments.  I  admit  that  in  any  great 
service  of  this  kind  there  must  always 
be  anomalies.  There  will  be  cases  of 
individual  hardship.  New  difficulties 
and  new  problems  will  arise,  which  can- 
not be  foreseen,  and  which  require  con- 
stant revision  and  review  by  the  heads 
j  of  the  Department.  My  hon.  friend  the 
I  Member  for  South- West  Manchester,  in 
a  speech  which,  if  he  will  allow  me  to 
say  so,  I  very  heartily  agree  with,  said 
that  he  beUeved  that  some  part  of  the 
discontent  or  dissatisfaction  which  exists 
among  members  of  the  service,  and 
perhaps  also  among   Members  of    this 
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House,  is  due  to  the  delay  which,  of 
oourae,  occurs  between  the  time  a 
representation  is  made  and  an  answer  is 
reoeiTed.  I  think  that  is  true.  I  think 
there  has  been,  in  some  oases,  fair  matter 
for  complaint  in  that  respect,  and  in 
conjunction  with  my  noble  friend  and 
the  Permanent  Secretary  I  have  been 
doing  my  utmost  to  expedite  replies  to 
all  representations  made  in  a  proper  wa^, 
and  especially,  if  hon.  Members  will 
albw  me  to  say  so,  to  ensure  that  hon. 
Members  who  communicate  directlj 
with  the  Postmaster  General  should  be 
answered  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
[Cheers.]  I  am  grateful  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  recognising  my  services. 

But  having  said  so  much,  let  me  say 
one  thing  more.     I  would  beg  the  House 
to  remember  what  is  the  class  of  questions 
which  is  habitually  brought  before  the 
Post   Office.      I   will  deal   with  one  or 
two    which    have    been    raised    in  this 
debate     before    I    finish.       They    are 
questions     of     principle    and     general 
^application,   about   which   it  should  be 
possible  to  give  replies,   if  not  on  the 
spot,  at  any  rate  with  very  brief  delay. 
But  there  are  other  questions  relating,  it 
maybe,  to  a  particular  individual  in  a 
particular  place  in  perhaps  a  distant  part 
of  the  country,  and  it  is  not  possible  to 
answer  off-hand,  questions  of  this  kind, 
if  hon.  Members  desire  that  full  and  com- 
plete inquiry  should  be  made  by  the  head 
<A  the  Depariment      In   a    great    ad- 
ministration like  this  there  must  be  de- 
centralisation, and  how  difficult  it  is  to 
decentralise,  either   in   the  Post   Office 
or  in  the  Army,  when  working  under 
'Constant  examination  by  question  and 
answer  in  this  House,  no  hon.  Member 
who  has  not  had  experience  of  official 
life  can  easily  realise.   But  there  must  be 
xlecentralisation,     because     every     little 
petty  matter  cannot    be  dealt  with    by 
-the  Postmaster  Gnneral  or  the  Permanent 
JSecretary.     Their  attention  should  be  re- 
served in  the  main  for  large  questions, 
^nd  I  think  it  is  deplorable,    absolutely 
depbrablc,  that  so  much  of  their   time 
should    be  occupied,  as    under   present 
circumstances  it  necessarily  is  occupied, 
with  matters  of  very   small   detail,    be- 
^oause  these  matters  of   detail  are  asked 
-by  hon.   Members,   and  because   we  do 
sot  feel  that  an  hon.  Member  will  accept 
answer  from  anyone  but  the  highest 


authority.    I  think  a  third  of  the  time 


I  am  putting  it  at  a  low  estimate— of  the 
highest  officials    of   the   Post  Office  is 
occupied  in  answering  queries  raised  by 
Members  of  this  House,  and  in  providing 
me  with  information  in  order  that  I  may 
be  in  a  position  to  answer  the  inquiries 
addressed  to  me.    Under  these  circum- 
stances, while    hon.   Members  are   not 
content  to  have  a  small  matter  affecting 
a  particular  individual  in  a  particular 
locality  dealt  with,  as  it  would  be  in  any 
private  business,  by  the  officer  on  the 
spot,  without  appeal  or  reconsideration 
unless   grievous  cause  is  shown,  there 
must  be  delay  if  hon.  Members  are   to 
inquire   from   headquarters    as    to   the 
reasons  of  that  officer's  decision  and  re- 
view the  whole  case.  I  can  assure  my  hon. 
friend  that  it  is  our  desire  that  the  de- 
lays should  be  as  short  as  possible.    I 
think  they  have  been  to(3  long  in  many 
cas-es.      There    have  been  unfortunate 
cases  where  communications  from  Post 
Office    servants     have   been   altogether 
overlooked.     I   think  that  is  most    re- 
grettable, and  I   can  assure  the  Com- 
mittee that  my  noble  friend  and  myself 
are  doing  everything  in  our  power  to 
prevent  their  recurrence. 

I   would  ask  the  Committee   to  take 
note  of  what  I  am  about  to  tell   them. 
I  may  say  that    the  correspondence  of 
the  Post  Office— not  the  letters  it  carries 
for  the  pubUc,  but  as  to  its  business — 
I  amounts  to  about  60,000  letters  a  d%y, 
I  and  I  would  ask  hon.   Members  to  re- 
I  member     that     fact,   and    have    some 
patience       and      forbearance.        Occa- 
:  sionally     even    letters   go    astray,    and 
then,      of     course,      no      answer      is 
I  received.     Now,  Sir,  let  me  examine  for  a 
\  moment  the  class  of  grievances  by  which 
this  demand  for  inquiry  has  been  sup- 
ported.  The  first  remark  I  have  to  make 
is  that  no  single  grievance  or  alleged  gr  ev- 
j  ance  has  been  produced, to  the  Committee 
I  tonight  which  was  not  before  theTweed- 
•  mouth   Committee  or  the  President  of 
;  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  the  Duke 
I  of  Norfolk,  when  they  sat  in  one  of  the 
rooms   of    this    House.      What   we  are 
asked    to    do    is  not    to    inquire    into 
grievances  which  have  not  been  inquired 
i  mto   before,  or  which   have   been   over- 
looked,    or   have    received     insufficient 
attention.    What  we  are  asked  to  do  is 
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to  re-try  not  alone  the  whole  case  that  |  to  show  to  the  Committee  is  that  this 

was  tried  by  the  Tweedmouth  Committee, 

but    every  particular   of    that    case  in 

which  the  decision  of  the  Committee  did 

not   grant  the    postmen    the  whole   of 

what  they    had    asked.      It    would   be 

futile  to  expect— as  the  hon.  Member  for 

the  St.   Patrick  Division  of  Dublin,  with 

his  happy  optimism,  suggests — that  any 

fresh  inquiry    would    be    successful    in 

allaying  this  agitation.     What  is  reciuired 

is  that  we    should  go   on    having   the 


thing,  which  looks  at  first  sight  to  be    & 
foolish  anomaly,  is  based  on  good  reason^ 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  I  made  it  clear  that 
there  was  diiFerentiation  until  some 
years  ago,  and  that  then  the  rate  of 
living  was  the  same. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 

postmen,  discharging   exactly  the  same 

duties  in  two  towns  where  the  cost   of 

.  .  J  ,  .   .,        1       ^..1     ^    living  is  the  same,  get  exactly  the  same 

case  tned  by  various  tribunals   until  we        .    »  .  m^l  u     j  * 

u       r       J       ^    L       1      1--  u  ij  ^    1  '  rate  of   pay.     Otiier   men  who  do  not 

have  found  a  tribunal  which  would  find     ,.    .        ^  ;,  ^     ^    ^     . ,..  ^    i ,  «.     ^♦u-.- 
r  11     .      f  f  ^1  1  •       .1  discharge  the    same   duties,  but    other 

wholly  m  favour    of  the   complainants.  i  j  •♦«:♦«    i   *-^«  ^ 

wx.  /       i.1-  •  a    T« u      u  «     complex   and   more  intricate  duties,  do 

\\hat  are  the^e  grievances  ]  _  The    hon.        .  ^  .  ^,  ^  ^^^^      .^    .  _„    rp,  ^   ,^ 


Member  for  Devonport  raised  a  question 


not  get  the  same  rate  of  pay.    The   hon. 
Member  was     followed     by    the     hon. 


in  relation  to  the  pay  of  the  indoor  men    ;^j^^^j^^^  j^^  Plymonth,  who  complained 
at    Devonport   as   compared    w.th   the    ^^.^^  ^^^    regulations  had   been    issued 

mdoor  men  at  Plymouth.    He  said  that ,     u-ii-*j4.k       -u*.     r        ..  *. 

^1  j.^.  i    ,.f      .      ..^,      ^,  whicli  limited  the  right  of  postmen  to 

the   conditions    of    life    in    'tlie   three  I    ,  ,  -  •  ,    ,  ♦       *♦     j  *•   .« 

.  ,,         ^,  11   1  ,1       obtain  special   leave  to  attend  meetings 

towns,     as   they     are   called,   were  the      r   ^i    •  •  ♦•         t  «.u-   i    ^.i     n 

\i,  ^  4.1.         ^     c   \  *        J    of   their   association.    I  think  the  Coni- 

same,  that  the  cost  of   house  rent  and       ...         .,i     i    •*.  ^.u  *   ♦u^  n^         ^  «* 
|.   .    *  ,1  I        J  *i.  *  4.    i  mittee  will  adnut  that  the  (jrovernment 

hv.ng  generaUy  was  e.,ual.  and  that  to ,  j       ^^^^^  ^^j  ^^     ^ 

an   ordinary    man   it    was  impossible  to '     ,  ?.  ,     ,         ^  ,        5     u     ■         -^u 

^^•»«^-  ^       u      j-iT        «._4.r«      I  tablished   postman    has,  to    begin    with, 
conceive    why    different    rates    of    pav    r       *  i-        ji  i- 

„,^iji        .-^      ^  1.       -iu*!  fourteen  working   days  leave,   exclusive 

should  be  given  to  men  working  in  the     r   ci      j  r  n  i!      u 

D    ♦    f\ai         4^     t>i  *.u       J  *  I  of   oundays,  on    full    pay;    he    has,   m 

rost    Office   at    Plymouth  and  to  men      j  i,.-      /  Ju  ^  *      j  •  i  i  ♦ 

«i  •       •    4.1,    r>    I  nai       *.  T\  ^  '  addition  to  that,  ten  days  special  leave  in 

working  in  the  Post  Office  at  Devonport.  ,^i  c*u  i-  j- 

xi«  « jj  J  4.U  i.   u    4.1,       I  *  *i,  I*      the  course  of  the  year  on   his  providing 

tie  added  that   he  thought  the  etinality  u^.-^*  *u*i-  i^        u 

k-j  k  «       J    •**  J    k  ^1         *j         a  substitute  so  that   his   work    can    be 

had  been  admitted,  because  the  outdoor  •   •  02-4.1         vr        i      1 •* 

1     J  ,  .'  1  r    4.-         carried  on    efficiently.      Now,  I  submit 

men  had  been   put  on  an  eiiual  footing.    ,.^4.4.        4.    e        ji       r.  • 
Tk«    „^i       *•         r     k  4.  4.k     X    ^    f  I  that  twenty- four  days  leave  m  a  year  is 

Ihe  explanation  of  what,  on  the  face  of        .  «      ^     ki  4.    f  1 

u     ^  ^     t  •  1      •    1  not  an  unreasonable  amount  01  lea\e  to 

it,  appears  to  be  a  grievous  anomaly,  18...1         ^4.1  «.         jij^ 

♦  k  4.   *k  f     ?L      •   J  •     give  to  these  postal  servants,  and  1  do 

that   the   pay    of     the    indoor    men    is        4.^^!  •  1     -^    ^      i^     -i  .1    !   4.1     i>    ♦ 
r  ff  1  t  .d         t  1 '    h      th         t     f    ^      think  it  can  be  said  that  the  Post- 

u3^       k'  ♦   k     4.k^        4.  J        *   ^4.    master  General  is  unduly  hard  when  he 

living    but  by  the  nature  and    extent     „^^^    j,,^^    ^^^   ^^„  ^^         ,^^^    ^ 

ot     the     work      they      have     to     do.  '^      1  ^1    •  •    ^.  t>  4.      k  4.  1. 

X'  .„  4.k     1  4.*  *       k       u  1  attend  their  organisation.     But  what  he 

r^ow,  the  letter  carrier,  when  he  carries  ,  ^        1  .t^.  o:^  ^ 

I  ..        X  k  J  J    found   was   that   some   omcers  were  so 

letters  for  so  many  hours  a  day  up  and      c.  _     1       *    r  4.k  •     ^  *-^ 

j^,«      *k       4.      4.*rk  4.r      I  often  absent    from    their  duties    as    to 

down   the  streets  at  Devonport  or  for    •        j     .•  j-    u  r  *t_ 

^1      «  k        f  k  J  J    impede   the  proper  discharge  of   them, 

the  same  number  of  hours  a  day  up  and        5  t         .  n  4.1.     n         •*4.  \£     i 

do  '    th     f      ts    f  PI  th   h  ^*"  Committee   myself    of 

«:«  i„  ^  ^'^  ^^  \  ^  4.^  £  J  *^4^  ^j^  a  case  where  a  postman  was  sent  up  for 

ciselv  equivalent  amount  of  duty  to  do,  •  k  •        •       i-j  j       4.     2  *u 

k  4.*4.k  4.    •        4.  4.-  -.1  pension,  on   being  invalided  out  of  the 

but  that  18  not  so  in  connection   with  ^ •        „  .1  ^     z.     a     ^    w  k«„uk    j.. 

;«^««       ^  1      rrk     •  J  1      4.  r>i     I  service  on  the  ground  of  ill-health   due 

indoor  work.    The  indoor  work  at  Ply-  ^^  overwork  in  which  I  have  the  eravest 

mouth  is  infinitely  greater  than  that  at  ^^^^^  ^^  toVhether  that  ill-health  was 

Devonport,  and  being  greater,  it  is  a  so  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^    ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  p 
much  more  complex  and  more  difficult;   ^^^  ^^^  ^    ^J^  ^^^^  ^^^^^      j    ^^ 

and  accordmgly  the  rate  of  pay  in  Ply-  j  ^ot  think,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  ^\d 

mouth  for  this  more  difficult  and  com-    that  we  are  less  generous  in  this  matter 

plicated  work  is  higher  than  the  rate  of  ,  than  private  employers. 

pay   which  the  men  receive  for  indoor  j 

work   at  Devonport.     It  is  right  that  I     *^^   CORRIE    GRANT     (Warwick- 

both  offices  should  be  reviewed  to   see    f'^^^   ^"«^3^) :  .  ^hf  complaint  is  that 

1    ^v        ,  ,  J  T      -11  i  having  been  onginally  allowed  a  greater 

whether  changes  have  arisen  and  I   will  |  ^^^  »f   ^^^  f^      'j^^^^  ^^^  j,e^^  ^^ 

make  that  inquiry;  but  all  that  I  want  1  gtncted.  "^ 

3fr,  Ausien  Chamli^rloin. 


737 


Supply-- 


{18  April  1902} 


Committee. 


738'. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  If 
the  hon.  Member  had  done  me  the 
honour  to  listen  to  what  I  said,  he  would 
have  heard  that  that  was  the  complaint 
to  which  I  gave  the  answer.  We  found 
it  necessary  to  place  a  restriction  on 
the  time  outside  the  fourteen  days  full 
leave  that  postmen  might  devote  to 
other  services. 

*Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT:  Everybody 
knows  that  a  member  of  the  Post  Office 
service  can  take  ten  davs  leave  if  he  can 
find  a  substitute,  but  what  was  alleged, 
as  I  understood,  was  that  men  who 
went  away  on  P'ederation  service  were 
formerly  given  a  special  allowance,  and 
that  that  has  now  been  taken  away. 

Mr  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
utterly  fail  to  understand  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  meant  by  stating  what  was 
said  by  my  hon.  friend,  and  what  has 
been  re-stated  by  me.  If  I  have  not  made 
mvself  understood  bv  the  hon.  Member, 
I  am  afraid  I  am  constitutionally  unable 
to  do  so.  Now  we  come  to  the  com- 
plaint^ of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Lan- 
caster Division.  He  complained  that  the 
sick  leave  allowed  to  the  Post  Office 
servants  was  illiberal. 

Mr.  HELME:  What  I  said  was  that 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  sick 
leave. 

Mr.   AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  A 
certain  amount  of  control  over  application 
for  sick  leave  is  necessary  in  every  servica 
I  am  afraid  that  the  public  service  is  not 
free  absolutely  from  what  is  known  as 
malingering,  and  uncontrolled  sick  leave 
to  anyone  who  applies  for  it  would  not, 
I   think,   tend  to  the  efficiency   of  the 
public   service.     Let    me    just   tell    the 
Committee  what    is    the   sick   leave  to 
which   these  men   are  entitled.     Estab- 1 
liahed  postmen  are  entitled  to  six  months  i 
sick    leave  on  full  pay,  and  six  months 
further      sick      leave      on     half  -  pay.  | 
Unestablished  postmen  for  the  first  six  ' 
months    have  two-thirds    pay    and   for ! 
the  next  six  months  half  pay.     Now,  I 
think,  so  long  as  we  are  as  generous  as  [ 
that,  I  am  justified  in  saying  when  I  am  i 
challenged  that  we  do  treat  our  public  ^ 
<t'rvants  well     I  think  it  would  be  hard 
I  »r   them    to  find  better  treatment  in  I 


private  employment.  Another  hon. 
Gentleman  recommended  this  Inquiry 
on  the  grounds  that  horse  allowance  in 
certain  rural  districts  was  insufficient. 
Does  the  Committee  think  it  is  reason- 
able that  we  should  set  up  all  this 
machinery  of  Inquiry  by  Select  Com- 
mittee in  order  to  find  out  whether  in 
some  part  of  the  Loughborough  Division 
the  horse  allowance  of  a  rural  postman, 
is  sufficient,  or  how  often  some  postman, 
owing  to  a.  snowstorm,  is  left  waiting  at 
a  cross  road  for  the  arrival  of  a  mailcart  1 

*Mr.  LEVY:  1  suggested  that  ade- 
quate shelter  should  be  given  to  these 
men,  and  that  the  Government  should 
be  exemplary  employers. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do 
not  think  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  a  very  good  one,  because  even 
if  we  erected  shelters  at  these  cross  roads 
I  think  it  is  extremely  probable  that  we 
should  have  to  employ  and  pay  for  police 
to  protect  them.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
a  very  practical  suggestion  on  the  part 
of  the  hon.  Member.  Then  we  come  to 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Hoxton. 
My  hon.  friend  was  very  indignant  that 
a  Motion  such  as  that  which  we  are  dis- 
cussing and  speeches  such  as  those  we 
have  listened  to,  should  be  sub  ected 
to  any  other  than  liberal  consideration, 
and  he  asks  us  to  accept  his  assur- 
ance that  he  is  guided  solely  by  a^ 
sense  of  public  duty.  I  am  anxious 
to  make  every  allowance  for  the  hon. 
Member,  but  does  he  think  it  right, 
while  taking  so  much  to  himself,  to 
allow  nothing  to  other  Members,  and 
will  not  allow  that  they  also  may  be 
actuated  by  public  motives  I  The  hon. 
Member  complains  of  the  whole  of  the 
permanent  officials  in  the  Post  Office 
who  are  not  on  weekly  wages,  without 
exception  ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  he 
condemns  the  Financial  Secretary.  He 
complained— and  he  found  a  supporter  in 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal — 
that  the  Postmaster  General  did  not 
give  sufficient  attention  to  his  duty. 

*Mr.  hay  :  I  never  said  that,  and  I 
must  ask  my  hon.  friend,  if  he  desires  to 
quote  me,  to  remember  what  I  did  say. 
What  I  did  say  was  that  since  the  noble 
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Lord  had  become  Postmaster  General, 
he  had  lost  a  great  deal  of  that  energy 
he  had  previously  possessed. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
What  was  the  complaint  of  the  two  hon. 
Xjrentlemeni  The  complaint,  in  effect, 
was  that  the  Postmaster  General  was  a 
^ool  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury.  That 
was  my  hon.  friend's  complaint,  and  his 
statement  was  warmly  approved  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal — that 
the  Postmaster  General  was  a  serf 
to  the  Treasury ;  and  then  in  the  next 
sentence,  almost,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South  Donegal  said, 
instead  of  having  the  Postmaster  General 
here  to  answer  for  himself,  the  defence 
•of  the  Post  Office  was  put  into  the  hands 
-of  a  clerk  and  a  puppet  who  had  no 
•control  over  it. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  deny 
lihat  I  ever  used  such  a  word  in  my  life. 
I  neither  said  "  puppet  '*  nor  "  puppy." 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Either  statement  might  be  true,  but 
both  cannot  be  true,  and  the  hon. 
Member  should  decide  on  which  horse 
lie  is  going  to  ride  before  he  comes 
•down  to  the  House  and  makes  charges 
-of  this  kind.  Now,  I  have  examined 
■at  great  length  the  round  of  grievances 
which  have  been  put  forward  as  a  basis 
ior  this  reduction,  and  I  do  not,  and  the 
Government  does  not,  hold  that  in  the 
allegations  that  are  made  there  is  any 
^substantial  ground  for  this  Inquiry.  I 
speak  with  some  sense  of  lesponsibility 
on  this  matter.  The  Post  Office  is  a 
gigantic  service.  Upon  its  efficiency  and 
regular  working  depends  the  conveni- 
ence, not  only  of  all  our  commercial 
jystem,  but  our  whole  national  Ufe.  It 
is  one  of  the  Revenue  Departments,  and 
its  contribution  to  the  Exchequer,  though 
it  has  not  grown  to  the  extent  of  some 
of  the  taxes,  is  an  important  contribu- 
tion. We  are  the  guardians  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  service,  and  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  that  service,  and 
we  cannot  devolve  upon  other  people 
the  inquiries  we  ought  to  make  ourselves. 
But  we  consider  that  it  would  be  a 
^ave  dereliction  of  duty  on  our  part  to 
4ihrow  this  great  service  into  the  turmoil 

Mr.  Hay. 


and  confusion  of  a  Parliamentary  In- 
quiry, with  the  knowledge  that  such  an 
Inquiry  would  not  be  final — hon.  Gentle- 
men who  have  supported  this  Amend- 
ment have  declared  that  to  talk  about 
finality  in  this  matter  is  absurd — with 
the  knowledge  that  there  is  no  finality 
in  it,  with  the  knowledge  that  what  is 
done  today  for  the  Post  Office  must  be 
done  tomorrow  for  every  other  Depart- 
ment employing  a  large  number  of 
Government  servants,  until  returns  to 
this  House  will  more  and  more  depend  on 
the  willingness  of  Members  to  purchase 
the  support  of  those  who  are  in  public 
employment  by  promises  of  concessions 
at  the  public  expense,  instead  of  securing 
their  support,  like  that  of  other  citizens, 
on  public  grounds  and  national  interests. 

♦(10.50.)  Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin, 
College  Green)  referred  to  the  grievances 
of  the  men  employed  in  the  Dublin  Post 
Office  in  reference  to  the  findings  of 
the  Tweedmouth  Committee.  He  had 
recently  called  the  attention  of  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  proceedings 
of  an  indignation  meeting  held  in  Dublin, 
at  which  500  postal  servants  were 
present,  and  where  a  resolution  was  passed 
calling  on  the  Government  to  carry  out 
the  recommendations  of  that  Committee. 
Under  those  recommendations  split 
duties  were  to  be  abolished,  and  a  nine 
hours  rest  conceded.  But  that  Com- 
mittee sat  five  years  ago,  and  its  recom 
mendations  had  not  yet  been  carried 
out.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
that  if  Members  of  the  postal  service  had 
a  grievance  they  could  go  to  the  heads 
of  their  Departments.  Surely  the 
Financial  Secretary  knew  that  anybody 
who  took  that  course  would  be  a  marked 
man,  and  would  lose  all  chance  of 
promotion,  and  possibly  his  situation 
as  well.  The  Department  in  Dublin 
was  seething  with  discontent.  At  the 
public  meeting  recently  held,  at  which 
the  Lord  Mayor,  several  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  representatives  of  the 
commercial  community  were  present,  all 
agreed  that  the  men  had  substantial 
grievances  and  pledged  themselves  to  do 
what  they  could  to  bring  them  to  the 
notice  of  the  Postmaster  General  He 
had  brought  the  matter  before  the 
Financial  Secretary,  and  had  received 
a    courteous    reply.      But    soft    words 
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buttered  no  parsnipe,  and  the  grieTances 
Temained  unredressed.  It  was  the  duty 
xi  the  State  to  act  as  a  model 
employer,  to  see  that  the  men  enjoyed 
fair  conditions  of  labour,  and  were  not 
ealled  upon  to  work  excessive  hours.     He 

1'oined  in  the  appeal  for  an  independent 
nquiry  into  these  grievances.  But  if  the 
Inquiry  was  to  share  the  fate  of  the 
Tweedmouth  Committee,  it  would  be 
better  to  have  no  inquiry  at  all,  because 
to  have  findings   brought    in    but    not 


would  get  the  magnificent  sum  of  Is.  7d. 
or  Is.  9d.  to  defray  his  extra  cost  of 
subsistence.  He  appealed  to  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  see  whether  the  matters  to 
which  he  had  referred  could  not  be 
remedied ;  if  that  were  done  he  was  satis- 
fied that  it  would  be  found  that  in  Dublin 
there  was  a  staff  second  to  none  in 
the  Kingdom,  capable  of  filling  any 
positions  they  might  be  called  upon  to 
occupy.  He  asked  that  the  recommenda- 
tions of    the  (Tweedmouth    Committee 


carried    out    was  worse    than    useless,  i  should   be  carried  out;    that  excessive 


Secently  in  Dublin  there  had  been  a 
terrible  scandal  The  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment had  been  censured  for  his  action  in 


overtime  should  be  discontinued ;  that 
an  increased  allowance  should  be  given 
to   the  men  he  mentioned  on  trippage 


connection  with  the  Corcoran  defalcations.  |  duty,    and    that  promotion    from    the 
When,  however,  promotions  came  to  be  i  ranks  should    be   given    to    competent 
made,  strangers  were  imported  into  the  '  men   who  had    to  pass  a    competitive 
city  and  put  over  the  heads  of  the  men  j  examination, 
already  there.     This  treatment  was  pro- 1 

tested  against,  but  the  statement  was  *(11.3.)  Mr.  BUTCHER  (York)  said 
alleged  to  have  been  made  by  the ;  that  in  a  great  Department  like  the 
Controller  that  there  was  not  a  man  Post  Office  it  was  inevitable  that  from 
in  the  Department  capable  of  tak- !  time  to  time  grievances  or  alleged 
ing  a  responsible  position.  He  branded  grievances  should  arise,  which  de- 
that  statement  as  a  falsehood.  The  manded  inquiry  and  sometimes  redress, 
promotions  were  awarded  to  favoured  The  question  at  issue  seemed  to  be  as  to 
individuals,  and  so  long  as  there  were  '  the  proper  tribimal  to  adjudicate  upon 
men  who,  having  passed  competitive  |  these  grievances.  Nobody  could  deny 
exraiinations,  were  competent  to  take  the  that  in  the  normal  and  ordinary 
positions,  it  was  not  fair  to  bring  men  in  course,  the  proper  tribunal  to  make  the 
from  the  country  and  place  them  over  their  Inquiry  was  the  Department  itself.  The 
heads.  It  could  not  be  argued  that  these  i  responsibility  was  cast  upon  the  Depart- 
men  were  better  qualified.  How  could  n^ent  to  see  that  the  grievances  brought 
men  from  a  little  country  Post  Office  be  before  it  were  considered.  He  couki  con- 
better  qualified  for  the  work  than  those  ,  ^^^^  ^f  nothing  more  certain  to  under- 
who  had  graduated  in  such  a  service  as  i  ^^^  the  authority  and  to  lessen  the 
that  m  the  General  Post  Offic^,  Dublm  ?  ^^^^  ^^  responsibility  of  a  Department 
As  a  r^ult  of  this  system  the  citizens  than  thedoctrinethat  whenever  grievances 
To^S^fr^*  At  Christmas  no  less  than  ^^^  brought  before  the  House  of 
20  000  letters  and   17,000  packets  were    Commons   the   House    should    order   a 

iKf  ^LT'^^i''''^''  ^  I  ^  T?  Committee  to  examine  into  and  adjudi- 
result  of  the  way  thin^  were  done.     It       ^  .,  •      «  ^       o     i. 

might  be  a  matter  of  sentiment,  but  it  was    ^^^  "P^'^    ^1'^''  ^^  T' A  "" 

ve^  hard  that  Irish  fathers  and  mothers,  i  ^H^.  .^^^^  ,  *^,,  most  dangerous 
who  looked  for  letters  from  their  kith  and  f?^^.  1^^""^"',^^,  ^^^  P""*^  '^'^f; 
kin  in  America  and  other  lands,  should  be  ^^  ^^  °^^  ?*>'  ^^^  circumstances  could 
disappointedinthisway  on  Christmas  day  ?o^  ?"^  in  which  a  Committee  of 
in  consequence  of  the  bad  system  in  exist-  Inquiry  would  be  necessary.  If  it  were 
OTce  at  the  Post  Office.  Another  matter  shown  that  substantial  grievances  existed, 
of  complaint  was  the  "trippage"  allowance  ^^d  that  the  Post  Office  Department 
to  supernumeraries,  who  were  sent  to  were  incapable  of  dealing  with  them, 
Queenstown  and  other  places  to  sort  then  it  might  be  necessary  to  appoint 
the  mails.  The  men  with  perma-  such  a  Committee*  He  was  not,  however, 
nent  positions  received  7s.  a  day  in  satisfied  that  any  such  case  had  been 
Addition  to  their  ordinary  pay,  but  made  out.  He  had  listened  attentively 
supernumeraries  who  were  engaged  I  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
received  only  about  Sid.  an  hour.  As  the  moved  the  reduction,  and  he  believed  he 
trip  lasted,  say,  six  nours,  such  a  man  i  was  right  in   saying   that   he  had   not 
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brought  forward  one  specific  instance  of 
a  grievance.  One  would  have  expected 
that  when  a  Parliamentary  Inquiry  was 
demanded,  specific  instances  where 
justice  had  been  denied  to  the  employees 
and  where  grievances  had  failed  to 
obtain  the  redress  to  which  they  were 
entitled  would  have  been  brought  forward. 
Certain  cases  have  been  put  forward  by 
other  Members,  but  after  listening  to  the 
most  careful  speech  of  theFinancial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  grievances  complained  of  had  been 
carefully  considered  by  the  Department, 
and  had  been  fairly  and  properly  adjudi- 
cated upon.  After  endeavouring  to 
approach  this  question  with  an  open 
mind,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  no  case  had  been  made  out  for  a 
Parliamentary  Inquiry,  and  he  should 
have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  support- 
ing the  Government  upon  this  question. 

(11.10.)  Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  he 
wished  to  refer  to  the  wages  paid  to 
women  in  the  Postal  service. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN.:  That 
would  be  out  of  order  upon  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  said  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  refused  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Special  Committee,  partly 
l>ecau8e  every  employee  was  free  to 
make  his  or  her  grievances  known.  In 
theory  that  was  so,  but  in  practice 
every  employer  of  labour  in  the  House 
knew  how  difficult  it  was  for  the 
poorer  paid  employees  to  make  their 
grievances  known  and  secure  their 
redress.  In  the  Postal  seri'ice  there 
were  now  Trades  Union  organisations 
for  the  various  branches  of  the  service,  and 
all  that  those  or<^nisations  claimed  was 
that,  through  their  officials,  they  should 
be  allowed  to  approach  the  heads  of 
Departments  in  order  to  secure  a  redress 
of  their  grievances.  [Ministerial  cries  of 
•*  No,  no."]  That,  at  any  rate,  was  their 
claim.  They  claimed  tnat  the  officials 
should  bo  allowed  to  approach  the  heads 
of  Departments  with  the  view  of  securing 
a  redress  of  their  grievances.  There 
were  employers  of  labour  in  the  House 
who  had  good  sense  enough  to  treat 
directly  with  Trade  Unions  in  all  labour 
disputes,  and  he  ventured  to  assert  that 
there  was  not  an  employer  of  labour  in 

Mr.  Butcher. 


the  House  of  Commons  who  had  adopted 
that  method  who  was  not  ready  to  adniit 
that  this  course  was  the  most  satisfactorr 
and  the  most  economical,  and  one  whica 
conduced  to  the  best  relationship  between 
employer  and  employed.  If  that  wa» 
true  of  the  private  employer,  surely  it 
was  equally  true  of  the  State.  Th^» 
men  were  the  servants  of  the  Post 
Office,  which  employed  no  less  than 
160,000  persons,  and  each  one  of  them 
had  a  grievance.  What  the  Post  Office 
Department  asked  was  that  each  of  those 
160,000  persons  should  individually  place 
his  grievance  before  the  Post  Office 
authorities.  The  Trades  Union  method 
was  that  their  grievance  should  be 
referred  to  the  Trades  Union  organisa- 
tion and  then  presented,  not  one  by  one 
but  in  bulk,  through  the  officials  of  that 
Trades  Union  organisation,  which  was  a 
more  satisfactory  and  a  more  economical 
way  of  dealing  with  them  and  was  the 
best  which  the  State  could  adopt.  He 
wished  to  enter  his  protest  against  the 
doctrine  which  had  Ijeen  preached  in  this 
debate  of  the  State  of  obtaining  its  labour 
in  the  cheapest  market,  and  he  more 
particularly  wished  to  protest  against 
that  doctrine  being  applied  to  women. 
What  was  considered  to  be  a  good  Uw 
to  apply  to  the  Postmaster  General  ought 
to  be  an  equally  good  law  for  the  humblest 
employee  of  the  Post  Office.  Every  hon. 
Member  who  had  given  even  a  super- 
ficial consideration  to  this  question  knows 
that  if  a  living  cannot  be  earned "  by 
wages  for  honourable  work  it  has  to 
be  eked  out  by  what  can  be  picked  up 
from  the  streets. 

Reference  had  been  made  to  the 
Tweedmouth  Committee  and  to  the 
fact  that  the  Post  Office  employees 
were  dissatisfied  because  its  findings 
had  not  been  carried  out.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  seemed  to  imagine^ 
because  the  Tweedmouth  Committee 
did  not  give  satisfaction  to  the  employees, 
that  therefore  a  Committee  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Commons  would  also  fail 
in  this  respect.  He  would  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  objection  to  the 
Tweedmouth  Committee  was  that  it  was 
not  representative  either  of  the  House  of 
Commons  or  of  the  employees  whose 
grievances  it  was  called  upon  to  investi- 
gate.   It  was  a  purely  official  Committee. 

[Cries  of  '^No,  no!"]    There  was  onlj 

one  person  upon  it   who  was  not 


745 


Supply — 


{18  April  1902} 


Committee. 


746 


official,  and  all  officials  could  be  relied 
upon  to  stand  by  one  another  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  Upon  a  Committee 
of  that  sort  appointed  to  investigate  the 
grievances  of  Post  Office  employees  there 
should  have  been  some  representative 
of  the  employees  to  see  that  their  case 
was  properly  brought  out.  What  was 
•asked  for  now  was  that  there  should  be 
a  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
grievances  of  the  employees. 

One  outcome  of  this  debate  would  be 
to  give  a  strong  stimulus  to  the  move- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Post  Office 
empJoyees  to  send  a  representative  from 
their  own  ranks  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  could  give  case  after 
■case  of  grievances  suffered  by  Post  Office 
employees  which  would  fully  justify  their 
<iemand  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
The  Tweedmouth  Committee  was  dis- 
tinctly limited  by  the  terms  of  reference 
under  which  it  was  appointed  by  Mr. 
Arnold  Morley,  who  was  then  Postmaster 


General  It  had  been  distinctly  laid 
down  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
the  Post  Office  to  make  profit,  but  it 
should  be  worked  for  the  future  con- 
venience and  not  reduced  to  the  level  of 
a  mere  profit-making  machine.  It  was 
this  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Post  Office 
officials  to  make  profit  which  lay  at  the 
root  of  all  the  troubles  which  the  House 
had  been  discussing  in  the  debate  that 
evening.  The  Post  Office  did  not  exist 
to  maite  profit.  It  supplied  a  great 
public  convenience  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  see  that 
every  one  of  its  employees,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  should  be  treated 
in  such  a  way  as  to  set  a  good  example 
to  private  employers  of  labour. 

(11.20.)    Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided; — Ayes,  110; 
Noes,  150.     (Division  List  No.  119.) 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.  E. ) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

AUeDiCharlesP.  (Glouc„Stroad 

Asher,  Alexander 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Ben,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  £  iward 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Bams,  John 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Channing,  Francis  A  lis  ton 

O>ndon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Oean,  Eoeene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Da  vies,  Alfre«l  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Donflan,  Captain  \. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Donglas,  Charlen  M.  (Lanark) 

Elibank,  M  'SCer  of 

EounotU  Alfred 

£rans,Sir  FrancisH(  Maidstone 

Fen  wick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  PeUr 

Field,  William 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Oilbooly,  James 

Oraot,  Corrie 

Hammond,  John 

Hardie,J.  Keir(MerthyrTydvil 

Haimswortb,  R  Leicester 


AYES. 

Hatch,  Ernest  Fre<lerick  Geo. 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,Kt.  Hon. Charles  Scale- 
Hefme,  Norval  Walnon 
Hemphill,  lU.  Hon.CharlesH. 
Hobhou}<e,C.  E.  H.(Brlstol,E.) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Humiihreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacol>y,  James  Alfred 
James<m,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  William  (C'marvonshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Mielmel 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Lawrence,  JoHeph  (Monmouth) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Macneill,  John  i^ordon  Swift 
Macveagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Cann,  James 
M'Govem,  T. 
M'Hugn,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  Jolm 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Mort-<m,ArthurH.A.(Deptford 
Murphy,  John 
Xannetti,  J'^seph  P. 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  ((ialway,N. ) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nu8.sey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 


O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tini»erary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jame**(  VV  icklow,  W. 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
0'I)owd,  John 

( )'  Kelly  ,James(  Ro8common,N 
O'Malfey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughne^'sy,  P.  J. 
Power,  PatricK  Joseph 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond, John  E.(Waterford) 
Rigg,  Richard 

Rol^rtson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Uoche,  John 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Runcimau,  Walter 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Soar** s,  Ernest  J . 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  David  Al  f  red  ( Merthyr 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman -( Hastings 
Thomp8on,I)rEC(Monagh*n,N 
Thomson,  F.W.  (York,W.  R.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thomjis  CourtenayT. 
Weir,  Jamc*  (iallowav 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glangow) 
Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Thomas  Bayley  and 
Mr.  Claude  Hay. 
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Aoland-Uood,Capt  SirAlex.  F. 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Archdalt*,  Edward  Mervyn 
Amold-Foniter,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^ot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bam,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balf oar,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  ( Manch'r 
Balfoar,RtHnGeraldW.(Leed8 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
BathoTdt,  Hon.  AllenBenjamin 
Bho>vnaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold.  Arthur 
Blundell,  Ck>lonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffitb- 
Brodriek,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Monta)i(n 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  ( Birm. 
Chamberlain,J.Austen(Worc'r 
Chamberlayiie,T.  (S' thamp  ton) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharlesReady 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbome,  VLscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Da  vies,SirHoratioD.  (Chatham 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dy  ke,Rt.Hon.  Sir  Will  iamHart 
Fellowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fieldeo,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
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Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Philip.  ( Warwick.S.  W 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibb8,HnA.G.  H.(CityofLond. 
Gordon,Hn.  J.  E.  (Elgin&Naim 
Gore,HnG.  R.C.  Orm'«by-(Salop 
Gorst,  Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Go^en, Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury ) 
Hain,  Edward 

Hamilton,Rt  HnLordG(  M  idd*x 
Hamilton,Mara.of(L'nd'nd'rry 
Hare,  Thomas  Xeiffh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,  J.  F.  (Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Howard,  John(  Ken  t,  P  versham 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leve8on-Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.-CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Grerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W(  Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Wal  ter(  Bri8tol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginfdd  J.  ( Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Calmont,ColH.L.B.(Camb8 
M*I  ver,Sir  Lewis(  Edinburgh  W 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Max  wel  1,  W.  J.H(  D' mf  riesshire 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  Hon.J.Scott(Hant8) 
More,  Robt.  Ja»per(Shropshire) 
Morgan ,  David J.(  W1  thamstow 
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Morrell,  Greorge  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Mount,  Williaoi  Arthur 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (CoventrT> 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bato> 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Niool,  Donald  Ninian 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury > 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Heniy 
Remnant,  James  FarquhareoD 
Ritchie,  RtHn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sandy8,Lieut.  -Col.  Thos.  Mylea 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Btirrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,Eaat> 
Smith,  James  Parker(  Lanarks. ) 
Stanley ,  H  n.  A  r  thur(Ormskirk  > 
Stanley,  Lord  (L>incs.) 
Stewart.Sir  MarkJ.M^Tagjjart 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn  J.G.(Oxf'dUniT. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tufnell.  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,Lt..Col.A.C.E(TuntOD 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughbv,  de  Eresby  Lord 
Wilson, A.  Stanley (Yoric,E.  R.) 
WiUon,  J.  W.(Worce8ter8h.N.) 
Wolff,  Gu?tav  Wyhelra 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.Stuart- 
WrighU>on,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstrutber. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

(11.30.)  Captain  NORTON  said  he 
desired  to  draw  attention  to  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  women  clerks 
of  the  General  Post  Office  worked.  He 
referred  to  those  who  were  employed  in 
the  Money  Order  Office,  the  Postal 
Order  Office,  the  Clearing  House,  and 
the  Savings  Bank.  He  might,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Committee,  explain 
that  this  class  of  employees  first  came 
into  existence  in  1881  under  Mr. 
Forster,  and  at  that  time  he  laid  down 
that  the  minimum  Uving  wage  for  these 
women    clerks    the    sum    of    £65   per 


annum,  increasing  by  yearly  increments 
of  £3.  This  state  of  affairs  went  on 
until  1897.  Then  after  the  sitting  erf 
the  Tweedmouth  Committee  that  initial 
salary  was  lowered  by  £10,  namely  to 
£55  per  annum,  increasing  by  yearly 
increments  of  £2  10s.,  so  that  it  took 
these  women  clerks  under  present  con- 
ditions about  four  years  before  they 
were  in  the  same  position  as  their  pre- 
decessors— many  of  whom  were  still 
serving — were  in  when  they  first  joined 
the  service.  The  number  of  these 
women  clerks  have  fallen  from  938  to 
650,  and  therefore  the  matter  that  he 
was   going  to   bring  forward  of    doing 
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get  for  66.  in  London.  Then  the  Post- 
master General  went  on  to  make  the 
astounding  statement  that  the  petitions^ 


justice   to  them  would   not  entail  very 

great  expense  upon  the  Treasury.    What 

did  the  roet  Office  demand  of  those  who 

filled   this    particular   position?      They  j  had  been  badly  advised  in  making  the 

demanded  that  they  should  be  of  eminent ;  assertion  contained  in  Clause   7,  which 


respectability,  good  education,  high 
physical  standard,  and  that  they  be  be- 
tween eighteen  and  twenty  years  of  age. 
Their  salary  had  been  reduced  without 


he  objected  to  because  he  considered  it 
a  very  extravagant  statement.  The 
statement  in  Clause  7  was  that  those 
of  the  petitioners  who  did  not   receive 


any  change  whatever  in  the  conditions  i  assistance  from  their  parents  or  a 
from  £65  to  £55  per  annum.  Why  1  Was  j  supplement  of  income  from  other 
it  that  the  cost  of  living  [since  1881  had  sources  had  to  curtail  their  food 
decreased  in  London  ?  Was  it  that  allowance,  which  exposed  them  to  the 
there  was  any  change  in  regard  to  the  i  many  evils  arismg  from  insufficient 
entrance  examination  for  this  position  1 1  nourishment.  The  Postmaster  (general 
On  the  contrary  two  more  subjects  had  objected  to  them  pointing  out  that  they 
been  added,  and  as  a  consequence  the  ni^st  either  starve  themselves,  or  spend 
expense  of  preparing  for  the  examination  ;  ^^  ^'^^^®  ^^  ^^®ir  personal  apparel  that 
in  order  to  enter  the  service  had  un- 1  ^^^^y  were  practically  objects  of  pity  or 
doubtedly  increased.  He  should  like  the  j  ridicule  to  the  other  clerks,  who  happened 
Committee  to  realise  the  position  in  ,  <^  ^ye  with  their  parents,  and  therefore 
which  these  women  clerks  found  them- '  ^^^^  «P?pd  ^^®  ^^^  ^^  ^^^'^  salary  on 
selves.  He  might  point  out  that  the  ^^-  ^^he  Postmaster  General  wound 
Government  had  insisted  upon  their  i^P  ^y  dechmng  to  grant  an  mterview 
occupying  what  must  be  caUed  a  certain  ,  I"  consequence  of  that,  they  sent  a  second 
social    p^ition.       Their   parents   must   P!^^**^\^  '^^  ^"^L^Tk  '  ^^"^^k^^?^ 

keep  th^  without  doing  anvremunera-  ^'°S,  ^^^^  T^^r^  ifV  ^°""^^*f 
*•  «i    „  *;i  4.U  •  u*  secretary,   who    like  all   the  permanent 

tive  work  until  they  are  eighteen  years  Government  officials  in  this  cZitry  did 
of  age  and  they  must  give  them  a  good  ^is  work  thoroughly  well.  The  secretary 
education,  and   yet  they   found   them-    ^j^j,  tact  declined  to  forward  the 

selves  after  entering  on  a  Government  ^^^^^^  petition,  because  he  knew  that  it 
appointment,  for  the  first  four  vears  of  ^^^^^  y^  too  much  for  the  Postmaster 
their careerm  a  worse  position  than  the  General.  This  second  petition  was  to 
daughter  of  an  agricultural  labourer  prove  to  the  Postmaster  General  that  he 
who  had  been  able  to  earn  some  money  ^as  misinformed  with  reference  to  the 
in  various  occupations  beforehand,  and  statement  he  made  in  reply  to  their 
who  later  on  takes  up  the  position  of  a  former  petition.  It  gave  details,  showing 
housemaid  in  a  gentleman's  family.  A  how  they  disposed  of  this  wretched 
young  woman  in  the  position  of  a  house  income  §iven  by  the  Government.  The 
maid  occupied  a  position  of  comparative  various  items  included  in  the  necessary 
luxury,  being  well  fed,  well  housed,  and  cost  of  living  amounted  to  £52  per 
able  to  provide  herself  with  clothing  annum,  so  that  after  these  women  had 
and  other  necessaries.  In  consequence  i  maintained  themselves,  though,  as  he 
of  this  the  women  clerks  had  sent  a '  considered  insufficiently,  they  had  £3 
petition  to  the  Postmaster  General,  left  wherewith  to  dress  themselves.  It 
NVhat  was  the  reply  to  their  petition,  was  absolutely  impossible  for  these  women 
The  Postmaster  General  first  of  all  said  i  to  dress  themselves  decently  on  that 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  restoration  sum.  Of  course,  he  did  not  expect  the 
to  £65  a  year,  that  they  knew  the  i  ^oo.  Gentleman  who  was  about  to  reply 
conditions  on  entering,  and  that  no '  to  Lave  any  special  knowledge  on  these 
alteration  in  the  conditions  had  taken  i  subjects.  He  would  be  under  the  im- 
place.    The  hon.  Member  did  not  deny   P^ession,  as  many  young  unmarried  men 

7^1    ^     .,         i_  xi-  j'^-  '  were,  that  lemales  wore  no  under garmenta 

that     they    knew    the    conditions    on   rT„,/,i.^^i      w^^u     Tr^.,««    ^^^ 

•^  •  [Liaugnter.J       W  eU,    young    men    were 

entering.  A  large  number  of  these '  p^erally  ignorant  of  these  matters, 
young   women   were  drawn    from   the   [Laughter.]    The  hon.  Gentleman  might 


provinces,  where  they  would  get  better 
lodging  for  3s.  per  week  than  they  could 


be  under  the  impression  that  the  women 
clerks  had  nothing  to  pay  for  such  dress. 
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He  presumed  the  innocence  of  the  hon. 
'Gentleman  was  such  that  he  believed 
that  corsets  were  made  exactly  the  same 
in  front  as  behind — [Laughter] — but  he 
could  assure  him  that  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  under  any  conditions  for  any 
young  woman  to  dress  herself  on  £3  a 
year.  Therefore,  they  were  absolutely 
obliged  to  dress  themselves  in  the  most 
ipenurious  manner,  or  to  deprive  them- 
selves of  necessaries  in  other  directions, 
if  they  did  not  receive  help  from  their 
parents.  He  held  that  the  Government 
service  should  not  be  for  those  only 
who  had  happy  and  comfortable  homes. 
Those  women  who  had  to  rely  solely  on 
their  salary,  had  left  only  £3  a  year  for 
their  clothing,  for  their  annual  holiday, 
and  for  recreation.  What  those  women 
asked  for  was  remuneration  which  would 
enable  them  to  live  up  to  the  standard  of 
health,  education,  and  respectability 
which  the  Post  Office  demanded  of  them. 
Their  work,  and  he  was  sure  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  deny  it,  was  of  a 
responsible  character,  ana  was  in  addition 
very  trying  and  detrimental  to  health.' 
It  might  be  urged  that  women  outside 
the  Post  Office  were  worse  paid.  His 
contention  was  that  there  was  no  com- 
parison between  women  engaged  in 
typewriting  and  similar  work  outside  the 
Post  Office,  and  those  who  were  similarly 
engaged  inside  the  Post  Office,  although 
the  Government  were  supposed  to  give  a 
fair  day's  wage  for  a  fair  day's  work.  It 
might  be  said  that  if  that  were  the  state 
of  affairs  only  women  who  had  homes  in 
London  should  join  the  Service.  But  if 
that  were  the  case  why  did  the  Govern- 
ment hold  examinations  for  this  Service 
in  the  great  provincial  towns.  It  was 
because  thev  thought  it  desirable  that 
women  clerks  should  be  drawn,  not  solely 
from  London,  but  from  the  country 
generally.  If  there  were  any  sweating  in 
connection  with  the  Post  Office  it  was 
exemplified  in  the  highest  degree  in  the 
employment  of  those  women  who 
positively  had  not  a  living  wage.  If  Mr. 
Fawcett  thought  £65  a  year  a  living 
wage  in  1881,  surely  £55  could  not  be 
regarded  as  a  living  wage  now,  especially 
when  it  was  remembered  that  lodgings  of 
the  most  modest  character  had  doubled 
within  the  last  thirty  years,  and  that  in 
addition  to  that,  taxes  have  been  put  on 
bread,  sugar,  tea,  and  jam.  The  main 
food  of  those  women  consisted  mainly  of 
tea,  and  bread  and  jam,   articles   which 

Capt,  Norton. 


were  very  highly  taxed,  in  addition  to 
which  the  price  of  meat  had  recently 
risen.  Again,  in  some  of  the  poorer  parts 
of  London  rates  had  gone  up  to  9s.  in  the 
£,  and  it  was  manifest  that  those  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  letting  lodgings 
would  as  a  consequence  charge  more  for 
their  rooms.  All  he  asked  was  that  the 
old  initial  salary  of  £65  should  be 
restored.  There  was  no  demand  with 
reference  to  increment  or  increased  pay. 
He  would  further  point  out  to  the  (com- 
mittee that  those  young  women  would  be 
the  mothers  of  a  future  generation. 
Some  of  them  were  married  already,  and 
it  was  quite  evident  that  their  health 
suffered  and  that  the  future  of  the  race 
would  suffer  also.  He  did  not  think  he 
was  making  an  extravagant  demand,  and 
he  trusted  the  hon.  Gentlemen  would 
hold  out  some  hope  that  there  would  be  a 
return  to  the  state  of  *  things  which 
existed  prior  to  1897,  and  that  the 
women  clerks  employed  by  the  Post 
Office  should  be  given  what  was  con- 
sidered a  living  wage. 

Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University)  said 
he  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  in 
support  of  the  view  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken, 
which  seemed  to  him  to  be  not  an  un- 
reasonable one.  That  case  was  differ- 
entiated from  others  which  had  been 
discussed  earlier  in  the  evening  in  one 
respect,  namely,  that  those  young  women 
were  absolutely  incapable,  except  in- 
directly, of  exercising  any  political  pres- 
sure. It  was,  further,  a  singular  example 
of  reduction  of  income.  The  Committee 
were  well  accustomed  to  people  asking 
for  increases  of  salary,  but  in  that  case 
all  they  were  asked  to  do  was  to  restore 
the  salary  to  the  amount  originally  fixed 
by  Mr.  Fawcett.  That  was  not  an 
extravagant  demand,  and  whether  his 
hon.  friend  was  enabled  to  consider  it 
favourably  or  not,  he  hoped  he  would 
not  shut  the  door  absolutely  against  it. 
The  memorial  to  the  Postmaster  General 
to  which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
referred  was  very  reasonable,  and  was 
most  temperately  worded.     It  stated — 

"  Although  yonr  petitioners  fally  recogmse 
that  after  a  certain  number  of  years  their 
salaries  may  he  sufficient,  they  respectfully 
suggest  to  your  Lordship  that  there  is  pret- 
sing  present  need  which  deserves  conaiaera- 
tion.'^ 
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He  was  sure  that  his  hon.  friend's  heart 
was  with  the  demand  even  if  his  voice 
would  be  against  it ;  but  he  hoped  that 
his  hon.  friend  would  not  absolutely  shut 
the  door  against  it. 

(11.50.)   Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBER- 
LAIN :  No  one  will  allege  that  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  any  ulterior  motive  to 
serve  in  making  an  appeal  of  this  kind 
except  the  honest  desire  to  do  what  is 
right  by  public  servants.     I  do  not  com- 
plain of  the  manner  in  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  raised  th^s  ques- 
tion, though  I  regret  he  did  not  give 
me  anv  indication  that  he  was  about  to 
raist::  it.    I  confess,  however,  that  from 
the  facts,  as  stated  by  him,  I  am  inclined 
to  draw  a  different   inference  to  that 
which  he  drew.    His  inference  was  that 
the   rate    established    by    Mr.    Fawcett 
noany  years  ago  could  not  be  more,  and 
was  probably  less,  than  what  should  be 
paid  today.   The  inference  I  draw  is  that 
we  should  be  extremely  careful   when 
establishing      a       service      in      fixing 
high  rates  of  pay.     It  is  very  easy  to 
increase  the  rate  of  pay,  but  very  diffi- 
cult to  reduce  it.    In  this  particular  caso 
what  has  been  done  has  been  to  reduce 
the   minimum,  and  to  re-arrange  the 
increases  so  that  in  a    certain  number 
of   years  the  clerks  receive  the    same 
salary  that   they   would  have  received 
under    the    old    system.     It    is    sug- 
gested that  the  initial  rate  is  too  low 
for  young   women    Uving   in   London, 
and   no  one  can   be    insensible  to   the 
difficulty  of  young  women,  in  the  initial 
stages  01  their  career,  living  in  London, 
and  not  having  homes  of  their  own.    I 
do  not  contend  that  we  ought   to  en- 
courage young  women   from   the   pro- 
vinces  to  come  to   London    for    these 
situations,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
not  possible  for  us  to  refuse  to  young 
w^omen  not  living  in  London  the  right 
to     compete     for      these     Government 
positions.     I    do     not    know    whether 
th«   Committee    understand   what    the 
initial   rate   of    pay   is.      These  young 
w^omen  enter  the  service  between  the 
agei   of  eighteen   and   twenty,  and  in 
their   first   year  they   get   a  guinea  a 
week.     Is  that  unfair  or  unreasonable 
pay  1      Does   it  compare  unfavourably 
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with  what  is  paid  to  young  women  in 
similar  employment  outside  the  Govern- 
ment service  ?  As  soon  as  they  complete 
one  year,  they  get  an  increase  of  £2  lOs., 
and  they  continue  annually  to  receive 
£2  lOs.  rise,  until  they  get  £70,  and 
from  £70  to  £100  they  get  a  rise  of 
£5  per  annum.  I  do  not  think  that 
these  are  unreasonable  terms,  or  that 
they  compare  unfavourably  with  terms 
oflFered  to  young  women  in  other  em- 
ployments. If  my  right  hon.  friend, 
or  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
opposite,  has  evidence  to  show  that 
the  initial  rate  compares  unfavourably 
with  what  is  paid  in  outside  employ- 
ment, I  will,  of  course,  look  into  the 
matter,  and  confer  with  the  Post- 
master General  regarding  it.  But  as 
the  matter  stands,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  unreasonable  pay,  or  that  I  should 
be  justified  in  holding  out  a  hope  that 
we  will  go  back  to  the  unduly  high 
minimum  fixed  by  Mr.  Fawcett.  The 
first  Amendment  discussed  covered  the 
whole  of  this  Vote,  and  I  therefore 
hope  the  Committee  will  allow  the  Vote 
to  be  now  taken. 


Captain  NORTON  said  he  wished  to 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£100.  He  only  asked  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  go  back  to  the  initial  pay  which 
was  given  to  the  predecessors  of  those 
women,  who  did  the  same  work,  under 
the  same  conditions. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put ;  "  but  the  Chairman  with- 
held his  assent,  and  declined  then  to 
put  that  Question. 


The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN  :  I  think 
if  I  put  the  Motion  for  reduction  now, 
the  Vote  will  follow. 

(11.57)  Motion  made,  and  Ques- 
tion put,  *•  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£5,961,715,  be  granted  for  the  said 
Service. *' — {Captain  Norton,) 

The  ^Committee  divided : — Ayes,  83 ; 
Noes,  145.    (Division  List  No.  120.) 
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Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E. ) 

Allen^CharlesP.  (Glouc.  ,Stroad 

Asher,  Alexander 
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Black,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  Edward 

Bri^g,  John 
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Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
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Delany,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Douelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  WUliam 
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Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
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Grant,  Uorrie 

Hammond,  John 
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Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colont*l  Jamen  Robert 
Balfuar,Rt.Hon.A  J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Kt  H  nGerald  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
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Butcher,  Joha  George 
Cars<m,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
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Chapman,  Edward 
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Corbett,  T.  L.  (Diiwn,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge 
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Long,  Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(Bri8tol,S> 
LowtUer,  C.  (Cumb.,  EnkdUe) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Cul.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J. ( Porsmonth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Mtclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M  Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Calmont,Col.  U.L.  B.(Caml0 
M*CMlmont,  Col.  J.(  Antrim.E.) 
Martin,  Ri«'hard  BiddnJph 
Max  well,  W.  J.  H(  Dumfriesshire 
Mit<  hell,  William 
Molortworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Moota^cu,  Hon.  J.Scott  (Hants) 
Moon,  Edward  Roliert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Ja8per(Shrop<«bire) 
Morgan,  Davi«  1 J .  ( VV  *  i  thamsto  w 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Charle-*  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Don H Id  Ninian 
Parkt-r,  (iilbert 

Pea^e,  Her  bertPike(DarUngtoD 
Peno,  John 
Purvis,  Roliert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Remnant,  James  FarquhanNin 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridg« 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hon.Cha««.Ti*oiusuii 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneox 
RnB8eli,T.  W. 
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Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Lonis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
Smith, JanieM  Par ker(Lanark8  ) 
Stanley,  Hon.  Arthar(Omi»kirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
St6wart,Sir  Mark  J.  M*T<wfgart 
Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 


{18  April  1902} 

Tomlinson.Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col   Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Vij«count 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whitmore,  Charle«  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Er^sby,  Lord 
Wil^n,  A  SUnley(York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  ((Jlasgow) 


CammiUee, 
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Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worceetersh.  N. ) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.  B.Stuart- 
WrighUon,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Objection  being  taken  to  further 
proceeding. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  **  That  the  Question 
be  now  put" 


(12.8)  Question  put.  "That  the  Ques- 
tion be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  149; 
Noes,  79.     (Division  List,  121.) 


Acland-HoodjCapt.SirAlex.F. 
A^-Gardner,  Janiei«  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aichdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold- Forsier,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^ot,  Capi.  JoncelineFitzRoy 
Bam,  Colonel  James  Rul^ert 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,Rt  Hn  Gerald  W(  Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bathnn»t,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bbownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bond,  Edward 
Boftcawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Brudrick,  Rl  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  (reorge 
■Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cast  ley,  H«nry  S  trot  her 
Cavendinh,  V  .C.  W.  ( Derbyshire 
C<yiil,  Evelyn  (A»ton  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  ( Birm. 
Chamberlatn,J.  Au8ten(  Worc*r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  rercy  A. 
Collinirs,  Rt.  Hon.  Je8«*e 
Colomb,  SirJohnCharlesReady 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Gla«gow) 
Corl>ett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge 
Cranlmme,  ViM^ount 
CroBA,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davie0,SirHoratio  D  (Chatham 
Dicki»on,  Charles  Scott 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Doming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Kt.  Hn.  SirWilliamHart 
FelloweisHon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brock lehunt 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fiaher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 


AYES. 

Fo8ter,PhilipS(Warvvick,S.W. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
(Jordon,  Hn.  J.E.(Elgin&Naim 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Orm«by-(Salop 
(Jore,  Hon.  S.  F.Ormsbv  (Line.) 
Gor8t,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  (leorge  Joachim 
(TOuMing,  Edward  Alfred 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 

HaKey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamirton,RtHnLonl(;(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marn  of(L'nd'nder'y 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Havne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,J.  F.(Sheffield,Brighteide 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lam  bt  on,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawson,  John  lirant 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-(Jower,Frederick  N.S. 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col. Charle8W.(  Evesham 
Long,Rt.  Hn.Walter(Bristol,S. 
Lonsclale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (I^westoft) 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.  ( Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie.  A.  W. 
M*Arthur,  ('harles  (Liverpool) 
M*Calmont,Col.  H  L  B(Cambe. 
M'Calmont,  Col.  J.  (Antrim,  E. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Max  well,  WJ  H  (Dumfriesshire 
Mitehell   William 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  Hon.J.Scott(Hanta) 


Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  liobt.  Ja8per(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  David  J  (Walthamst'w 
Morrell,  George  H«*rbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,ArthurH.A.(Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Charles  J.(  Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  W^illiam  Graham 
NicoL,  Donild  Ninian 
I  Parker,  Gilbert 
Pease,  Herl  )ert  Pike(  Darlingt'n 
Penn,  John 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  Hn.M.  W.  (Stalybridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Clia8.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  AM  J.  H.( Hertford,  E.) 
Smith,  James  Parker(Lanarks. 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur(0rm8kirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J .  M*Taggart 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
TallK)t,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(OxfdUniv. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -CoL  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
W^arde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wll8on,A.Stanlev(York,E.R) 
Wilson,  John  ((iLasgow) 
Wil«on,J.W.(Worce«ter8h,N.) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  foe  the  Ayes — 
Sir  WUliam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Abraham,  William(Cork,N.  E. ) 

Allen,  CharlesP.  (Glouc.  Stroud 

A»*her,  Alexander 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  Edward 

Brigg,  John 

Caldwell,  James 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Ea^icene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field.  William 

Flynn,  Jame$i  Christopher 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Gilhooly,  James 

Grant,  Corrie 

Hammond,  Jolm 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 


{COMMONS} 
NOES. 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macneill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Macveagh  Jeremiah 
M'Govern,  T. 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M^Kean,  John 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Col.  John  P.  (Galway,N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  ( Wicklow,W. 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
0*Kelly,James(Ro8Common,N. 
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O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roche,  John 
Rnnciman,  Walter 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,David  Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomas, F.  Freeman  (Hastings 
Thompson,Dr.  Er(MonaRh'nN 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 

Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Original  Question  put  accordingly, 
and  agreed  to. 

Hesolutions  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 


AND  PURCHASE  ACTS  (IRELAND) 
(RULES  ISSUED  BY  THE  IRISH  LAND 
COMMISSION). 

(12.25)  Mr.      DILLON      (Mayo,  E,) 
said     the     object    of   the     Motion    he 
rose   to   move  was    to  annul   Order   1 
in    the     new     rules   of    the    Purchase 
Department    of  the  Irish    Land  Com- 
mission which    were  pubUshed  on  the 
17th  of  March  last.     Order    1   was   an 
addition  to  Order   14  of  the  main  body 
of  the   rules,  and  provided  that  if  the 
Commission  were  otherwise  satisfied  as 
to  security  for  the  advance  and  that  the 
purchaser  was  in  exclusive  occupation  of 
the  holding  it  might    either    dispense 
with  inspection  or  limit  it  as  it  thought 
fit.     Rule   14  which   was  published  in 
March,  1897,    after  the  passing  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1896,  provided  that  in  every 
case  of  an   agreement  to  purchase  the 
application    should   be  referred   to    an 
inspector  or  one  of  the  assistant  com- 
missioners to  report  as  to  the  security 
for  the    advance,  and   on  such    other 
matters  as    to  the    Laud   Commission 
might  direct,  and  in   such  form  as  it 


might  from  time  to  time  direct.      Tha 
was  the   present  procedure.      When    a 
landlord     and     his     tenants     had     bv 
negotiation  agreed  upon  sale  and  pur- 
chase the  application    for  the   advance 
came  before  the  Land  Commission,  and 
was  referred  to  a  skilled  inspector,  who, 
acting  under   a  memorandum  of  direc- 
tions, visited  each  holding,  and   reported 
to  the  Land   Commission   whether   the 
holding  was  or  was  not  full  secuTity  for 
the  advance,  and  whether  the  intending 
purchaser   was   hona  fide    and    in    full 
occupation  of  his  holding.    Great  abuses 
had   frequently   been   detected,    as,    for 
instance,  a  thoroughly  insolvent  tenant 
borrowing  stock  for  the  inspection,  or  in 
other  ways  attempting  to    deceive  the 
inspector.    The  object  of  that  machinery 
was  to  secure  the  State  against  fraud 
and  consequent  loss,  and  the  reason  why 
the  addition  to  the  rule  was  of  such  im- 
portance was  because  one  of   the   argu- 
ments used  the  other  day  with   great 
force  by  the  Chief  Secretary  himself  in 
favour  of  the  continuation  of  the  polic} 
of  land  purchase  was  the  security  of  th^ 
transaction  and  the  safety  of  the  State 
from    loss.      How    was     that    security 
achieved  ?    It  was  achieved  to  a  great 
extent  by  the  process  of  inspection   to 
which  he  had  referred,  and  to  the  care  of 
the  Land  Commission  in  making  advances. 
As  a  result  of  their  inspectors*  reports. 
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the  Land  Commission  in  an  enormous 
number  of  cases  refused  altogether  to 
make  advances  or  cut  down  the  amount 
of  the  advances,  when  they  found  that 
a  tenant  under  pressure  by  his  landlord 
by  threat  of  eviction  or  other  means 
had  been  induced  to  sign  of  agreement 
for  purchase  for  a  sum  greater  than  the 
Talue  of  his  holding.  The  security  of 
the  State  was  safeguarded  by  the 
tenants  interest  in  the  holding.  If  he 
-apph'ed  for  an  advance  sufficient  to  buy 
out  at  a  fair  value  the  landlords 
interest,  then  his  interest  was  an  ample 
margin  for  the  State.  In  many  cases, 
owing  to  illegitimate  pressure,  a  tenant 
signed  an  application  for  an  advance, 
-covering  not  only  the  whole  of  the 
landlord's  interest,  but  the  whole  of  the 
tenant's  interest  also.  The  result  was 
that  he  was  asking  for  the  full  value  of 
the  holding,  with  the  eifect  that  the 
whole  system  of  land  purchase  was 
iieriously  endangered. 

He  (Mr.  Dillon)  confessed  that 
he  was  more  interested  in  the  mainten- 
ance of  this  practice  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  protection  of  the  tenant 
-against  illegitimate  pressure.  What 
happened  was  that  hundreds  of  times 
every  year  the  tenant  was  squeezed  by 
illegitimate  pressure  in  regard  to  arrears 
to  sign  an  agreement  for  purchase  at  a 
value  greatly  in  excess  of  the  true  value. 
He  was  a  believer  in  land  piu'chase  as  the 
only  solution  of  the  problem.  He  read 
with  immense  interest  a  passage  upon 
this  point  from  the  very  eloquent  speech 
of  the  Chief  Secretary,  who  stated  that 
in  regard  to  land  purchase  the  State  had 
incurred  no  losses  and  was  exposed  to  no 
risk,  and  that  out  of  30,000  purchasers 
who  were  paying  to  the  State  he  had  no 
bad  debts  to  show.  The  Chief  Secretary 
stated  that  there  was  only  £463  in 
arrear  out  of  the  total  of  £170,214  a 
jear.  That  was  a  great  testimony  to  the 
lionesty  of  the  Irish  tenantry.  He 
l>elieved  that  not  a  single  penny  would 
be  lost  to  the  State  so  long  as  those  pur- 
chases were  honestly  carried  out.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  said  that  the  State  had  not 
lost  one  shilling  in  Ireland  by  land  pur- 
chase, and  that  he  had  no  bad  debts  to 

show.  There  was,  however,  a  very  con- 
venient way  of  clearing  bad  debts  off, 
and  that  was  by  writing  them  off.  [An 
Hon.   Mkmber:    But  they   must  show 


them.]  But  they  had  a  peculiar  way 
of  writing  off  bad  debts  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  would  not  pursue  the 
point  further  beyond  stating  that  in  his 
opinion  the  State  never  would  lose  by 
honest  and  fairly  conducted  dealings  in 
regard  to  land  purchase.  He  wished  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one 
particular  case.  Under  the  Public  Loans 
Works  Act  of  1900  there  occurred  the 
following  item — 

**  J.  Fitzgerald  :  amount  of  advance,  £3,000  > 
amount  repaid,  £200  98.  lOd.  ;  amount  written 
off,  £2,799  lOs.  2d." 

In  the  face  of  this  he  did  not  see  how 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  state 
that  not  a  single  shilling  had  been  lost 
by  land  purchase. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  Under 
what  Act  did  that  take  place,  and  why 
does  it  come  under  public  loans  ? 

An  Hon.  Meiiber  :  And  what  be- 
came of  the  land  ? 

Mr,  DILLON  said  he  mentioned  this 
case  because  he  was  afraid  these  bad 
debts  were  being  written  off  in  the 
dark.  This  case  was  one  in  which 
an  advance  was  made  to  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald under  the  Purchase  of  Land 
(Ireland)  Act,  1895,  which  was  Lord 
Ashbourne's  Act. 

Mr.  wyndham  :  I  alluded  in  my 
speech  to  the  Acts  of  1891  and  1896, 
and  the  figures  I  gave  were  appUcable 
to  those  Acts. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  did  not  think 
that  really  touched  the  force  of  his 
argument. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM :  But  it  affects  the 
accuracy  of  my  statement. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  would  not  pursue 
the  point,  although  the  Chief  Secretary 
distinctly  stated  that  the  State  had 
incurred  no  loss  in  consequence  of  land 
purchase  in  Ireland.  He  had  no  desire 
to  press  the  matter  any  further  because 
it  did  not  affect  in  the  least  his  argument, 
which  was  intended  to  show  the  danger 
of  loosening  the  system  under  which 
money  was  advanced.     What  was  the 
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nature  of  this  transaction  ]  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald obtained  an  advance  of  ^£3,000 
to  purchase  his  holding  of  sixty-six  acres 
in  the  County  of  Cork  from  his  own 
mother.  It  was  abundantly  evident  that 
the  mother  and  son  had  conspired  to- 
gether to  sell  this  holding  for  vastly 
more  than  its  proper  value.  When  the 
holding  ran  into  arrears  and  the  Land 
Commission  took  it  up,  the  Commis- 
sioners were  obliged  to  pay  £149  arrears 
for  headrent.  This  holding,  which  had 
originally  been  let  for  £150  per  annum 
to  Fitzgerald,  was  afterwards  let  upon  a 
lease  of  twenty  years,  at  a  rent  of  £58. 
That  was  only  one-third  of  the  rent,  and 
that  was  the  basis  upon  which  it  had 
been  sold  by  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  to  her  son. 
In  this  case  it  was  not  an  example  of 
pressure  being  placed  upon  the  tenant, 
but  an  instance  of  collusion,  and  the 
result  was  that  a  great  loss  fell  upon  the 
State,  and  the  whole  system  of  land 
purchase  was  thus  discredited.  He  would 
content  himself  by  referring  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  were  interested  in  the  subject 
to  page  6  of  the  **  Supplementary  Volume 
of  the  Fry  Commission,"  It  was  a  kind 
of  bible  for  the  Irish  landlords,  and  they 
were  perpetually  referring  to  it.  He  sat 
and  listened  to  the  whole  thing,  and  it 
was  like  a  nightmare  when  he  thought 
of  it.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  infor- 
mation in  it.  It  contained  a  list  of  about 
150  cases  of  farms  on  which  advances 
had  been  made,  and  which  were  in  the 
hands,  at  that  time,  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission solicitor,  to  recover  the  money 
if  he  could  for  the  State.  [The  hon. 
Member  then  proceeded  to  quote  some 
of  the  cases.] 

Mr,  WYNDHAM:  Are  these  not 
cases  under  the  Church  Act  ? 

Mr.  DILLON:  How  could  they  be 
under  the  Church  Act  ?  How  could  the 
Marquess  of  Waterford  sell  under  the 
Church  Act  ?  The  Church  Act  only 
dealt  with  church  lands  and  glebe  lands. 
His  own  recollection  was  that  they  were 
sales  under  the  Act  of  1881  or  the  Act 
of  1885.  What  happened  was  an 
illustration  of  the  great  aouse  that  arose 
from  undue  pressure  being  put  on  that 
tenant  to  give  an  excessive  price.  The 
Marquess  of  Waterford  got,  of  coiu^se,  as 
the  landlord  always  did,  his  price  for  the 

Mr,  Dillon. 


holdings.  When  the  tenant  proprietors 
fell  into  arrears  with  their  payments  the 
holdings  were  put  up  for  sale,  and  the 
Marquess  of  Waterford  himself  offered  for 
them.  There  were  many  more  cases  in 
the  Keturn  from  which  he  gave  these 
illustrations.  The  Marquess  of  Waterford, 
by  putting  pressure  on  the  the  tenants, 
obtained  from  them  an  agreement  to  buy 
at  an  excessive  price,  and,  having 
pocketed  the  price,  he  got  back  his 
holdings. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Was  there  any 
liability  on  the  holdings  1 

Mr.  DILLON :  Certainly  there  was 
the  liability  to  pay  the  estate.  He  should 
like  to  know  how  many  English  landlords 
could  borrow  at  2|  per  cent.  If  all 
English  landlords  were  allowed  to  borrow 
from  the  state  at  that  rate  the  national 
debt  would  be  doubled.  The  result  of 
this  operation  was  that  the  Marquis  of 
Waterford  was  able  to  affect  a  loan  from 
the  State  of  this  money  which  was  in- 
tended to  transfer  the  land  to  the 
tenants,  and  to  give  them  the  land  hack. 
In  another  case,  on  the  estate  of  the 
Marquess  of  Waterford,  £3,744  wan 
advanced  on  one  farm,  which  was  after- 
wards sold  to  the  Marquess  of  Waterford 
for  £233.  On  the  Marquess  of  London- 
derry's estate,  a  tenant  received  an 
advance  of  £900  on  his  farm,  but  when 
it  was  afterwards  put  up  for  sale  for 
arrears  there  were  no  bidders.  In 
other  words,  on  the  Marquess  of 
Londonderry's  estate,  in  the  heart  of 
Down,  a  sale  was  boycotted.  He  trusted 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  pro- 
claim the  district  immediately.  Thoee 
were  important  facts,  and  facts  which 
ought  to  impress  the  House  with  the 
necessity  of  not  allowing  the  one  pro- 
tection which  existed  against  proceeduigs 
of  the  character  he  had  described  to  be 
relaxed.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Land 
Commission,  the  inspection  was  not  so 
strict,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  other 
gentlemen  were  able  to  obtain  advances, 
but  since  1896  it  had  been  more  de- 
tailed. The  excellent  effect  which  in- 
spection produced,  and  its  results  in 
reducing  prices  in  many  instances,  had 
been  a  favourite  bogey  of  the  Irish 
landlord,  against  which  they  poured 
a  stream   of  abuse,   and   characterised 
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as  an  intolerable  grievance.  It  was  no  I  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed} 
grievance,  but  an  absolute  necessity,  |  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  both  the  \  His  Majesty,  praying  that  he  will  be 
tenant  and   the   State,  as  well   as  the  I  graciously    pleased     to   annul   Order  I. 


future  of  the  whole  system  of  land 
purchase,  and  instead  of  the  system  of 
inspection  being  loosened,  it  should  be 
made  more  and  more  stringent.  There 
was  another  abuse  which  ought  to  be 
stopped,  and  that  was  the  system  of 
relatives  selling  holdings  to  each  other. 
It  was  a  common  practice  for  a  father 
to  put  a  son  in  possession  of  a  holding, 
no   real  rent   passed,  and   the  tenancy 


(Inspection  of  holdings.)" — {Mr,  Dillon.) 

(12.50.)  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Since  I 
studied  the  Irish  I^nd  question  I  have 
come  to  the  view  and  I  have  expressed 
the  view  that  compulsory  purchase,  apart 
altogether  from  its  justice  or  its  financial 
feasibility,  would  be  a  mechanical  im- 
possibihty,  and  I  think  the  speech  to 
which  we  have  just  listened  must  have 


was  a  bogus  one. .  Then  the  father  and  ".  convinced  even   the   hon.    Member   for 


son  applied  to  the  Land  Commission  for 
an  advance  of  £3,000  or  £4,000  to  buy 
the  farm.    The  whole  thing  was  bogus 
but  it  was  done  constantly  in  Ireland, 
and   was  a  gross   abuse  of   the   whole 
system,  and  was  dangerous  to  the  future 
of  land  purchase  in  Ireland    For  many 
years  the  landlords  had  been  extremely 
hostile    to    the    system    of    inspection, 
naturally  perhaps,    because,   of    course, 
it     interfered    with    the    operation    of 
working  up  the  price  of  farms.     They 
did   their   very   best  to   get  the  whole 
system  broken  up  before  the  Fry  Com- 
mission.    At  page  37  of  the  main  volume 
of    the    Commission,     the    question    of 
inspection   before   sale  was  dealt   with. 
The  Fry  Commission  absolutely  refused 
to     recommend    the    abolition    of    the 
system.     What  they  said  was  that  they 
approved  of  the  suggestion  which   had 
been   made   by  the    Incorporated   Law 
Society  of  Ireland,  that  a  landlord  ought 
to     be    enabled    on    a    payment    of    a 
fe«  to  have  an  inspection  before  agree- 
ing to  sell,    in    order   that    he    might 
know  what  advance  the  Land  Commis- 
sion would  sanction,   but  there  was  no 
word  of  doing  away  with  or  limiting  in- 
spection.    The  law    could    now   be   set 
aside  by  open  application  and  on  cause 
shown.    It  was  set  aside,  in  his   opinion 
quite  rightly,  in  the  case  of  the  Dillon 
estate,  on  the  application  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board.    Inspection  was  part  of 
the    regular  procedure,  and  if  it  were 
done  away  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  be  able  to  get  up  again 
and  say  that  the  State  had  no  bad  debts 
to  show. 

Mr.  FLYNN   (Cork  Co.,  N.)  formally 
seconded  the  Motion. 


South  Tyrone  that  that  is  the  case,  be- 
cause if  the  question  of  purchase  is  to 
be  approached  in  the  spirit  exhibited  in 
that  speech  it  must  be  clear  to  any  man 
that  administrative  and  judicial  difficul- 
ties would  be  piled  one  on  another  to  a 
point  which  must  make  the  whole  edifice 
collapse.     At  this  late  hour  I  will  put 
forward  only  one  or  two  general  proposi- 
tions in  a  very  few  sentences,  but  I  must 
be  allowed  to  reply — and   I  would  beg 
the  Press,  if  I  may  make  that  appeal,  to 
report  what  I  am  going  to  say — to  the 
attack  made  by  the  hon.  Member  on  the 
testimony  which  I  paid,  in  a  speech  the 
other  day,  to  the  punctuality  with  which 
tenants   in  Ireland    have   repaid    their 
debts,  and  to  the  solvency  of  the  whole 
scheme  of  land  purchase  in  Ireland.     I 
stand  by  every  word  I  then  said,  and  I 
ask  the  House  to  take  those  words  as  I 
gave  them.     I  said  that  there  had  been 
no  loss  to  the  State  over  land  purchase. 
That  is  true.      But  I  did  not  mean  in 
that  general   statement  to  say   that  no 
man  during  the  course    of    thirty- two 
years  had    ever    become     a   bankrupt. 
What  I  said  was  that  the  State  had  not  lost 
a  penny,  and  had  made  money,  and  in 
a  great  financial  operation  of  that  kind 
ic  was  wise  that  there  should  be  such  a 
margin  as  to  safeguard    the   Treasury 
from  the  risk  of  loss.     I  said  then,  and  I 
repeat   to-night  that  there  has  been  no 
loss,  even  if  we  include  the  earlier  Acts 
before   we   understood  the    business  as 
well  as   we   now   understand    it.    Even 
under  the  operation  of  these  Acts,  from 
which  the  hon.  Member  culled  the  cases 
he  alluded   to  this  evening,  during  the 
thirty-two  years  of  land  purchase  there 
has  been  no  loss.    I  went  on  to  say  the 
other  night  that  there  was  no  risk  of 
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loss,  and  in  support  of  that  separate  state- 
ment I  introduced  the  operation  of  the 
Acts  of  1891  and  1896,  and  I  said  that 
under  these  two  Acts,  out  of  a  body  of,  I 
think,  30,000  tenants  paying  :o  the 
State  in  round  figures  £170,000,  only 
one  man  was  eighteen  months  in  arrears. 
That  was  a  true  statement  which  I 
adhere  to.  It  was  an  illustration  of  my 
general  argument  proving  my  second 
proposition,  namely,  that  there  was  no 
risk.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  opinion,  but 
it  is  a  matter  of  actual  knowledge. 
Therefore,  the  statement  I  mtxde  stands 
until  some  better  argument  can  be 
adduced  against  it  than  has  been 
advanced  this  evening.  I  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  say  that  because  I  think 
the  parade  of  figures  adduced  by  the 
hon.  Member  might  lead  those  not 
familiar  with  the  subject  to  suppose  that 
I  overstated  my  case  when  I  introduced 
the  Land  Bill  I  did  not  overstate  my 
^ase,  which  stands  exactly  as  it  did  then. 
Now  let  me  come  to  the  general  view 
put  forward  by  the  hon.  Member.  If 
we  are  to  inquire  seriously  into  every 
bargain  made  between  landlord  and 
tenant ;  if  in  inquiring  into  every  such 
bargain  we  are  to  consider  not  the 
interests  of  the  State  but  the  judicial 
rights  which  may  appertain  to  one  or 
the  other,  then  of  course  you  can  never 
have  compulsory  purchase,  and  you 
cannot  have  even  voluntary  purchase  at 
any  greater  pace  than  that  which  is 
going  on  at  the  present  time,  and  which 
has  been  complained  of  time  after  time. 
There  has  hardly  been  a  day  since  I  was 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  upon  which 
I  have  not  been  asked  one  question  and 
sometimes  two  or  three  questions  as  to 
why  certain  sales  have  not  proceeded 
more  rapidly,  and  my  answers  have 
generally  been  that  the  delay  was  owing 
to  these  constant  inspections.  I  know 
that  has  been  the  character  of  the  bulk 
of  my  answers  and  the  delay  has  not 
been  due  to  any  remissness  on  the  part 
of  the  Government 

There  are  various  questions  which  of 
necessity  must  arise,  and  if  you  trust 
these  tribunals  at  all  you  must  trust 
them  when  they  say  that  a  particular 
bargain  is  a  safe  one  for  the  State.  The 
existing  rule  is  not  an  Act  of  this 
House.  It  is  simply  one  of  the  rules 
which  fill  1,200  pages  complied  by  the 

Mr,  Wyndham, 


Land  Commission.  Day  after  day 
Nationalist  Members  have  called  atten- 
tion to  the  difficulty  of  carrying  out 
these  rules  owing  to  their  complicated 
nature,  and  when  at  last,  in  response  to 
appeals  put  forward  week  after  week 
and  month  after  month  in  this  House, 
the  Land  Commission  attempt  to  simplify 
that  procedure,  then  they  are  calleid  to 
book  and  told  that  they  must  not  alter  ' 
even  a  word  or  a  comma  in  this  wonder- 
ful rule  or  any  of  the  rules  which  fill 
up  those  1,200  pages,  or  by  so  doing 
'  they  contend  that  we  shall  imperii  the 
I  whole  fabric  of  land  purchase  in  Ireland 
'  If  w  e  are  to  proceed  in  this  spirit,  we 
shall  certainly  get  to  the  case  of  Jamdyce 
V.  Jarndyce.  If  you  give  the  Commit  \ 
sioners  no  room  for  elasticity,  you  cannot 
promote  land  purchase  except  at  a  snailV 
pace.  Look  at  this  freedom  of  action 
which  the  Land  Commission  asks  for. 
I  will  not  say  what  a  fair  rent  is,  because 
I  do  not  believe  than  anybody  knows, 
but  certainly  fair  rents  are  fixed  with 
the  view  that  the  tenant  may  be  expected 
to  pay  it  for  fifteen  years,  and  if  purchase 
takes  place,  except  in  examples  so  rare 
that  we  may  dismiss  them  altogether, 
the  purchase  instalment  is  not  to  ht 
higher,  but  in  almost  every  case  lower 
than  the  rent.  Are  you  going  to  t«ll 
:  the  Land  Commission  that  when  rents 
have  been  fixed  for  the  second  time  at 
a  huge  cost  to  the  State,  and  after  a  vast 
amount  of  time  has  been  spent  upon  the 
process  by  a  machinery  that  is  cumbrous, 
that  there  is  to  be  a  further  inspection. 
If  that  is  the  contention  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  then  I  say  that 
land  purchase  in  Ireland  is  an  impossi- 
bility. 

♦(1.0.)  Mr.  T.  W.RUSSELL  (Tyrone. 
S.)  said  that  if  he  thought  it  necesaarj- 
to  intervene  in  the  debate  for  a  couple 
of  minutes,  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do 
so.  [Ministerial  cries  of  "  Oh,  oh ! "] 
Hon.  Members  ought  to  remember  that 
this  was  the  only  opportunity  under  the 
Rules  of  the  House  which  they  would 
have  of  raising  this  question.  He  would 
say  at  once  that  in  his  opinion  he  thought 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  had 
raised  a  serious  question,  but  the  speech 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  made  upon 
was  of  a  still  more  serious  character. 
He  did  not  think  it  would  be  safe  to  part 
altogether  with  the  inspection  of  holdings. 
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He  thought  the  BritiBh  tax-payer  had  a 
right  to  look  at  this  matter  straight,  in 
the  fM^  aad  be  WM  afraid  that  land 
purthase  itiight  be  utterly  diseredhed 
if  ^e  thing  was  allowed  to  proceed 
without  let  or  hindrance,  simply  upon 
an  agreement  between  landlord  ^d 
tenant.  He  submitted  that  there  was 
a  real  dnnger  in  dits  matter.  He  was 
in  a  (Ufieolt.position,  because  he  saw  the 
f oroe  of  the  Chief  Secretary's  remariEs, 
that  after  rents  had  been  fixed  a  second 
time,  there  was  less  if  anything  to  be  said 
for  inspection.  This  was  a  great  difficulty, 
and  it  was  one  upon  which  he^  was  v^ 
reluctant  to  give  an  opinion.  He 
thought  th(»  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
had  made  a  statement  which  went  a  long 
way  to  prejudice  the  cause  which  they 
all  had  so  much  at  heart 

He    would   pass   by    the    Fitzgenld 
case,  and  take  the  case  of  purchase  by 
the  Marquess  of  Waterf  ord,  which  had  been 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member.  He  did  not  care 
whether  the  land  was  sold  Under  the  Act  of 
1881  or  1885.   In  certain  cases  the  tenants 
became  bankrupt,  and  at  the  sale  of  the 
tenant's    interest    in    the   holding   the 
Marquess     of     Water  ford     purchased 
the     farm    and     became    the    owner 
eobject      to     the     liability      to     the 
Sut6r  Md  thi&t  was  material  because  it 
wis*  qtiestion  of  the  risk  to  the  State. 
Be  understood  the   hon.   Member  was 
arguing Hhe  question  of  the  danger  of 
loss  to  the  State,  but  really  and  truly 
the  Marquess  of  Waterf  ord  was  as  good 
a  security  to  the   State  as  any   other 
purchaser.    He  was  very  much  afraid 
that  the  House  and  the  public  would  be 
misled  by  what  the  hon.  Member  had 
said.    He  spoke  as  a  sincere  friend  of 
land  purehase,  for  in  land  purchase  he 
•aw    die  only    way    out   of  the  Irish 
difficulty ;  therefore  he  was  very  jealous 
of  anything  being  said  that  would  tend 
to  discredit  the  system  which  he  believed 
was  the   only  way   out  of   this  Irish 
mess.     He  agreed  with  the  statement 
that   the    State   even    in   these    cases 
where    the    holdings    had    reverted   to 
the  landowner  had  lost  ndthing.     He 
believed    the    right     hon.     Gentleman 
covered  the  whole  period  when  he  said 
there  had  been  no  loss.    But  he  had  been 
under  the  necetoSty  of  consulting  the 
right  hon.  Oent'eiiwm*s  speech  again  and 
\0\u  CVr.  [Fourth  Series.] 


ha  found  that  he  was  simply  referring  in 
that  statement  to  30,000  purchasen, 
whilst  there  had  been  60,000  pordiaaeia. 
The  Fitsgerald  case  had  been  dted  to 
prove  that  there  was  risk  of  loss,  and  iio 
doubt  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  quite 
'right  in  bringing  it  forward  He 
had  not  got  an  answer  to  the  question 
which  he  asked  in  regard  to  that  ease. 
What  had  become  of  the  Fitsgwald  land  1 


Mr.    WTNDH am    repUed,  but    his 
answer  was  ixiaudible  in  the  gaOeij. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  one 
thing  that  he  wanted  to  bedear  alxmt  was 
that  this  case  had  not  resulted  in  a  loss 
where  a  mistake  had  been  made.     The 
land  was  a  valuable  asset      He  did  not 
believe  that  even  in  the  Fitigerald  case 
there  would  be  real    loss  in  the  end. 
His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
Mayo  had  raised  a  serious  question,  and 
the  Chief  Secretary  ought    to   face  it 
and  take  it  into  consideration.    It  was 
all  very    well  to  say    that   the   Land 
Commission   must  have   a  free   hand, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  know 
that  there  was  not  public  confidence  in 
the     Land     Commission.        Successive 
Gfovemments  had  been  entirely  to  blame 
for  that.    The  Land  Commission  was  at 
first  appointed  to  represent  all  the  parties 
to  this  question.    It  bad  no  pretension  to 
do  that  now.     He  must  say  diat  to  allow 
the  Land  Commission  to  stop  inspection 
in  cases  where  it  saw  fit  was  ^oing  a  long 
way  indeed,  and  involved  senous  risk  to 
the   British  taxpayers.    He  hoped  the 
hon.   Member  would  not  proceed  to  a 
division.    The  discussion  would  do  great 
good.    He  was  concerned  only  for  the 
cause  of  land  purchase.    He  did  not  see 
why  the  Chief  Secretary   should  have 
brought  the  question  of  compulsory  sale 
into  the  argument.     He  knew  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  .believe  in 
it.      But  he  had  been  long  eDOU|^  in  the 
House  to  know  that    what  the    nation 
denumded,  when  not  prejudicial  to  Great 
Britain,  the  nation  would  carrry. 

Question  put 

(1.9.)  The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  6  6 
Noes,  113.    (Division  List  No.  122.) 
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Abraham.  William(Cork,N.  K) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Caldwell,  James 

Channing,  Francis  A  list  on 

Condon/Thomis  Joveph 

Crean,  Eagena 

Debny,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Elilwnk,  Bfasterof 

Fen  wick,  Chirles 

Ffrench,  Pe  er 

Field.  William 

Flynn,  Jamea  Christopher 

Giibooly,  James 

Grant,  Carrie 

Hammojd,  John 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Havne,  Kt.  Hon. Charles Seale- 

Helme,  Nurval  Watson 


I  Jameson,  Blajor  J.  Enstaee 
Jones,  WiUi«n(Camarv'nshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 

MacneiU,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Macveagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Govem,  T. 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M*Kean,  John 
M<KUIop,  W.  (^ligo,  North) 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,Col.JohnP.(Galway,N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 


0'C«iiior,Jame|(Wioklaw,W. 
O'Donndl  T.  (Keny,  W.) 
CDowd,  JMbn 

O'Kelly  James  (Roaoommon,  N 
O'MaUey,  WUliam 
CPMara,  James 

O'ShaughneMjr.  P-  J- 

Power,  Patrick  Joeeph 

Reddy.  M, 

Redmond,  J(^m  £.  (Watarfocd) 

Rige,  Riehaid 

R^cbe,  John 

Sbeehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Weir,  James  Gralloway 


Tkllxbs  iok  thx 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Biien. 


NOES. 


Aoland-Bood,Capt.  Sir  Alex  F. 
Agg-Oardner,  James  Tynte 
Aga9w,  Sir  Ajidrew  Noel 
Arc  idnle,  Edward  Mervyn 
Am  Md-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atk  npon,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Roln^rt 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A,  J .  ( ManchV 
Bait  jur,Kt  HnGeraidW(  Leeds 
Bat'iurst,Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bond,  Edward 
Bk>  Irick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brolherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  WiUiam  James 
Carbon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Caiitley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W  (Derbyshire 
Ce^il,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Ch  imberlain,Rt.Hn.  J.  ( Birm. ) 
Ch%iu  berlaiUwJ .  Austen(  Woru'r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Ceilings,  Kt:  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A. Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranbon^e,  Vi!«coant 
Dalkeith.  Earl  of 
Daviee,Sir  Horatib  D(Chat  ham 
Dicksoa,  Charles  Scot 
Dorington.  Sir  John  Edward 
DouglsA,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dukey  Henry  Ed  ward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fellowes^on.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Kielden,  Edward  Brock lehnrst 


Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes. 
Galloway,  WiUiam  Johnson 
Gordon,Hn.J.E(Elgin&Naim) 
Gore,HnG.  R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edwatd 

Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilt<m,  Kt  HnLordG(Midd'x 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Levertoii 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope^.  P.(Sheffield,Brightside 
JebH,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
John*>ton,  William  (Belfast) 
Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth^ 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
LevesQn-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.-CoL  A.  R. 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Brktol^) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee  • 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Rirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Fhmcis  Lowestoft) 
LucasReginald  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie.  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M<Calmont»  Col.  J.  (Antrim.E.) 
Maxwell,  W.JH(Dumfrie8siiire 
Molesworih,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu.  Hon.  J.Soott  (Hants) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,DavidJ(Walthamst'w 
Morrell,  George  Herbert  ' 


Morrison,  James  Archibald   ' 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  ( Depdoid 
Mount)  WiUiam  Arthiir 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (CoventfT) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham* 
Niool,  Donald  Ninian 
Penn^  John 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Remnant,  James  Far^uharsoo 
Renwtck,  George 
Ridley,Hn.  Bi.  W.  (Stalybridgs 
Ritchie,  Rt .  Hn.  Chaa.  ThonMon 
Rober1»on,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Smith,  AbelH.  (Hertford.  East) 
Bmith,  James  Parker(Lanark8) 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur(Onnakirk 
Stanley,  Lord  (francs) 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggait 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chicbe<er) 
Talbot,RtHn.  J.G.  (Oxf  dUniv. 
Totolinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tofnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viseount 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  K 
Wilson,A.Stanley(York,E.R) 
Wilson,  John  (GUegow) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Woroester*<h.N. 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  R  Stuart- 
Wrighteon,  Sir  Thomaa 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 


TiLLKBS    fOK    THE    Kon— 

Sir  William  Walnmd  and 
Mr.  Anst^ther. 


ft 


Adjotumed  at  twenty  mioutai  aft«r 
One  o'elock  till  Monday  nnU 
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HOUSE  OF'  LORDS. 
Monday,  2l8t  April,  1902. 


St 


BARON  DUFFERIN  AND  CLANDE- 

BOYE. 

Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, That  the  right  of  Terence  John 
Temple,  Baron  Dunerin  and  Clandeboye, 
to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative 
Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


•0 

'ST 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

The  Lord  Speaker  acquainted  the 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Pariiaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with : — 

Barking  Gas. 

Omagh  Urban  District  Gas. 
,   Grand  Junction  Water. 
Midland  Railway. 
Ticehurst  Water* 

Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with ; — 

London  County  Council  (M<mey). 

Also  the  Certificate  that  (he  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  BiE 
have  not  yet  been  complied  with : — 

Islington  and  Eiiston  Railway  [h.l.] 

(Petition  for  additional  Provision). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


C    WEAHDALE  AND  SHILDON  OISTRICT 

WATER  HrLL  [H.L.] 

(PETmoN  FOR  Additional  Provision), 

LONDON  UNITED  TRAMWAYS  BILL, 

ISLINOTON  AND  EUSTON  RAILWAY 

BILL  [H.L.] 

(PrrrriDW  for  Adoitiowal  Provision), 

Examiner's  Certificates  of  non-com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Friday  next 

BRADFORD  CORPORATfON  BILL  [h.l.],  ; 

VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Series.]     ' 


RICK\rAN8 WORTH*  GAS  BILL'[H.t.T. 

A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Oommittee. 

WEST  HAMPSHtRE  WATER  BILL  [H.L.] 
Reported,  with  Atnendments. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  (No  2.) 

BILL  [H.  !>.']• 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  Hbuse  that  the  Opposition  *  to  the 
Bin  was  withdrawn.  The  order  made 
on  the  24th  of  February  last  discharged^ 
and  Bill  committed. 

EXETER  AND  DISTRICT  TRAMWAYS 

BILL  [H.L. ], 

HASTINGS  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Committed. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS,  SUNDERLAND.  AND 
DISTRICT  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.], 

MEXBOROUGH  AND  SWINTON  TRAM- 
WAYS  BILL  [H.L.], 

Committed.  The  Committees  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL  TRAM*- 

WAYS  BILL. 

Bead  2%  and  committed.  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

NEWCASTLfi-UPON-TYNE  ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY  BILL, 

Read  2%  and  committed. 

RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL* 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.], 

RUSTHALL  MANOR  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Bead  3%  and  passed,  and  'sent  to  the 
Commons. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  l.)BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons. 

HAMILTON  GAS  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIKMATIONAL  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  (LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

The  Lord  Stanmore,  Chairman  of  the 
Select  Committee,  reported  that  the  Lord 
Monteagle  of  Brandon  was  not  present 
this  day,  and  that  the  Committee  con- 
tinued sitting  in  his  absence,  all  parties 
having  consented  thereto;  read,  and 
ordered  to  He  on  the  Table. 
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ABERTILLERY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNaL  BILL  [H.L.], 

rBRADFORD  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.], 

BRADFORD-ON  AVON  GAS  BILL  [h.l.], 

RHYMNEY  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.], 

CONSETT  WATER  BILL  [h.u], 

WEARDALE  AND  SHILDON  DISTRICT 
WATER  BILL  [h.l.], 

MARGATE  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL  [H.L.], 

SOUTH .  EASTERN  AND  LONDON, 
CHATHAM,  AND  DOVER  RAILWAYS 
BILL  [H.L.], 

WIGAN  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  Earl  of  Strafford  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the 
place  of  the  Lord  Massy;  read  and 
agreed  to. 

BRISTOL  WATER  BILL  [h.l.], 

LONG  WOOD  GAS  BILL  [h.l.], 

RICKMANS WORTH  GAS  BILL  [h.l.], 

NORTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 

BILL  [h.l.], 

BUXTON   URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

BILL[h.l.], 

NORTHUMBERLAND  ELECTRIC  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  [h.l.], 

TYNESIDE    TRAMWAYS    AND    TRAM- 
ROADS  BILL  [H.L.], 

NEWCASTLE  UPON-TYNE  CORPORA- 
TION  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Selection,  That  the  Lord  Massy  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the 
place  of  Lord  Monteagle  of  Brandon; 
read,  and  agreed  to. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND). 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  being  for  the 
year  1901.    Part  IL  Salmon  Fisheries. 

MISCELLANEOUS,  No.  6.  (1902). 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  Brussels 
Sugar  Bounty  Conference. 

COLONIES. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  Sugar 
Conference  at  Brussels,  1901-1902. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Statistics  of  the  Refugee  Camps  in 
South  Africa. 

ARMY. 

Approximate  estimate  of  expenditure 
under  the  Barracks  Act  of  1890,  and 
Military  Works  Acts  of  1897,  1899,  and 
1901. 

AGRARIAN  OUTRAGES  (IRELAND). 

Return  for  the  Quarter  ended  3 1st 
March.  1902. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  15th  April, 
1902,  declaring  that  Thomas  Judd, 
artificer,  War  Department,  was  appointed 
without  a  civil  service  certificate  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  head  of 
his  Department :  Laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 


STANDING  ORDERS. 

Stending     Order     No.      LXXXVII. 

amended  by  leaving  out  the  following 

words,  viz, — 

1.    No  orimnal    of    any  record  or 
public  document  in  the  custody 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  shall 
be    required    to    be    produced 
I  before  the  Committee  of  Priv- 

ileges  or  any  other  Committee 
of  this  House  without  a  written 
order  for  such  production, 
dgned  by  the  Lord  Chancdlor 
or  the  Chairman  of  such  Com- 
mittee. Such  records  and 
documents  shall  be  proved  by 
certified  copies  as  provided  by 
the  Public  Record  Act,  1838, 
1st  and  2nd  Victoria,  chap.  94. 

And  inserting  in  Ueu  thereof— 

1,  No  original  of  any  record  or 
document  in  public  custody  in 
the  United  Kingdom  shall  be 
required  to  be  produced  before 
the  Committee  for  Privileges 
without  a  written  order  for  such 
production,  signed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  the  Chairman  of 
Committees.    Such  records  and 
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documents  shall  be  proved  by 
copies  as  in  ordinary  legal  pro- 
ceedings pursuant  to  the  Public 
Record  Act,  1838,  and  the 
Documentary  Evidence  Acts 
subsequently  passed. 

And  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  44.) 

ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL, 
Bead  3*^  (according    to    order),   and 
passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1.)  BILL. 

Bead  1* ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners.    (No.  45.)  ^f- ;;  r 

House  adjoamed  at  twenty-five 
minates  before  Five  o'clock, 
till  Tomorrow,  half -past  fen 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday y  2\st  April,  1902. 


The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  Qerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.        ^  .-jij 


NEJF  JVRIT, 


New  'Writ  for  the  Borough  of  Wool- 
wich, in  the  room  of  Colonel  Edwin 
Hughes  (Ohiltem  Hundreds).  —  {Sir 
JFUliam  fFalrond,) 


■  .\  i 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (TRAM- 
WAYS AND  IMPROVEMENTS)  BILL 
[bt  order]. 

(3. 10.)  Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,R) 
intimated  that  he  did  not  propose  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  Motion  for  the  rejection 
of  the  measure  now,  as  it  dealt  with 
a  large  number  of  schemes  other  than 
the  one  to  which  he  had  to  call  atten- 
tion, but  he  would  ask  permission  after 
the  Second  Reading  to  move  the  In- 
struction which  stood  in  his  name. 


Me.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.):  Does 
this  Bill  give  power  to  the  County 
Council  to  run  omnibuses  1 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  No. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  said  the  first  Instruction  on  the 
Paper  in  regard  to  this  Bill  stood  in  his 
name,  but  as  he  willingly  admitted  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East  Maryle- 
bone  could  move  it  more  effectively,  he 
withdrew  in  his  favour. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  then  moved  that  it 
be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  to 
omit  Tramway  No.  7  (Victoria  Embank- 
ment). He  said  he  was  only  concerned 
with  this  particular  clause  of  the  Bill, 
which  he  might  well  describe  as  an 
emasculate  measure,  seeing  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  action  of  certain  local 
authorities,  many  of  the  proposals  of  the 
London  County  Council  had  had  to  be 
dropped.  The  clause  in  question  sought 
power  to  run  tramway  cars  on  tramway 
lines  along  the  Victoria  Embankment, 
and  he  would  not  have  taken  this  action 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  owing 
to  this  road  being  under  the  sole  control 
of  the  London  (3ounty  Council,  the 
people  of  London  generally  had  no  loctis 
standi  before  the  Committee  upstairs,  and 
although  they  objected  to  this  scheme,  if 
this  clause  were  not  taken  out  this 
afternoon  the  measure  would  go  forward 
as  unopposed.  The  proposal  to  construct 
a  tramway  along  the  Embankment  had 
been  rejected  nine  times.  It  had  been 
before  the  House  for  thirty  years,  and  it 
was  last  before  the  House  in  1898,  when 
it  was  rejected  by  a  very  large  majority. 
The  scheme  introduced  then  was  a  much 
more  sensible  one  than  the  present,  for 
it  proposed  to  join  the  junction  of  the 
lines  on  the  Surrey  side  of  Westminster 
Bridge.  The  present  scheme  started 
from  nowhere  and  led  to  nowhere.  It 
started  from  the  foot  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  landed  people  at  the 
foot  of  Blackfriars  Bridge.  He  did  not 
think  this  was  really  a  desirable  project. 
It  was  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  any- 
body on  the  Surrey  side  of  Westminster 
Bridge  who  desired  to  go  to  Blackfriars 
Bridge  would  cross  Westminster  Bridge, 
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and  take  a  tram  aloDg  the  Embankment.  { laid  before  them  the  various  disputes  in 
The  Embankment  was  used  for  what '  regard  to  the  title  and  laying  out  of  the 
might  be  called  swift  traffic.  It  was  I  estates  between  the  House  and  Charing 
intended  to  relieve  the  congestion  of  the  I  Cross  Station,  a  duty  which  he  believed 
traffic  along  the  Strand,  and  he  had  no  that  Committee  accomplished  very  much 
doubt  it  had  greatly  had  that  effect,  but  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House  at  the 
if  Parliament  were  to  sanction  a  tramway  j  time,  and  this  led  the  way  to  the  ex- 
scheme  along  the  former,  cabmen  and  cellent  series  of  gardens  and  other 
coachmen  would  again  resort  to  the  grounds  by  which  the  Embankment 
latter,  and  the  congestion  there  would  was  embellished.  The  aesthetic  qualities 
become  as  bad  as  ever.  With  regaid  to  i  of  the  embankment  were  a  source  of 
what  might  be  called  the  sentimental  considerable  pride  to  all  of  them,  and 
objection  to  the  scheme,  one  of  the  few    they  gladly  took  their  friends  along  the 


things  of  which  the  people  of  London 


had  reason  to  be  proud  was  the  Thames    improvements  which  had  been  effected 


Embankment.  It  was  the  finest  boule- 
vard of  the  kind  in  the  world,  and  when 
the  trees   along    it  came   to  maturity, 


thoroughfare  in  order  to  show  the  vast 


since  the  time,  he  well  remembered,  when 
the  site  was  nothing  but  a  gravel  and  mud 
bed  occupied  by  barges  and  smaU  craft. 


there  would  be  nothing  to  compare  with  |  He  had  no  objection  to  an  electric 
it  in  Spring  and  Summer.  It  was  really  i  tramway  in  its  proper  place.  In  Glasgow 
used  by  the  people  as  a  recreation  ground    they  could  see  how  well  tramways  might 


in  the  widest  sense.    The  London  County 
Council  itself  had  done  a  great  deal  to 


be  conducted,  and  how  convenient  they 
were.     But  they  were  not  ornamental. 


beautify  and   adorn  it ;  it   kept   it  up ,  nor  did  they  form  part  of  a  pleasure 


in  a  very  costly  manner ;  it  had  created 
gardens  in  which  bands  played;  it  bad 
put  up  a  kiosk  for  refreshments.     The 


garden,  and  to  lay  a  tramway  along  the 
Thames  Embankment  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  an  act  of  the  grossest  vandalism.     The 


enjoyment  of  those  who  used  the  gardens  andavenues  in  that  neighbourhood 
Embankment  would  be  destroyed  by  the  I  w®^®  of  great  credit  to  the  London  County 
everlasting  clang  of  the  gong  and  the  |  Council,  and  he  could  not  understand  how 
grating  of  wheels  attached  to  the  trams.  I  \^.  "^^'9^  ^^  fj^^^l*  so  much  taste  m 
The  beauty  of  the  Embankment,  top,  ^^^}  direction,  could  bring  forward  again 
would  be  greatly  discounted  by  the  '  S""^  ^••\«"*  *  P^^P^^^^^^/^*^  ^<>^  ^*» 
hideous  overhead  wires.  If  a  plebiscite  !  Blouse.  Members  would  for  ever  regret 
of  the  inhabitants  of  London  were  taken  i  ^^""'^  ^f'""^  '^  they  allow^  the  Embank, 
he  would  imdertake  to  aav  that  there  ™®^^  ^  ^^  covered  by  that  which  wa» 
7a  ^  undertake  to  say  that  there  >  ^^^  ^^  amenity,  hardly  useful  in  that 
would  be  an  overwhelming  majority  ^^^^^^^.^  and  "^  certainly  not  required, 
^inst  this  vandahsm  and  vulganty.  ,  ^  therefore,  seconded  the  pnJposed 
Hecbd  not  beheye  that  a  tramway  on  |  j^^^^^^j^^  ^    ^ 

the   hmbankment  was  desired   bv  the 

greater  portion  of  the  working  classes,  j  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
It  would  not  solve  in  the  slightest ,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com* 
manner  the  problem  of  their  transit  mittee  on  the  Bill  to  omit  Tramway  No.  7 
from  thejr  dwellings  to  their  work,  and  '  (Victoria  Embankment)."— (^r.  Boulnoui.) 
of  their  housing.  The  people  of  London, ;  .«  o/^  \  **  t»  *  Timr  T^^T 
who,  he  believll.  were  generally  against  I ,  i^'^)  ¥«•  BARTLEY  said  that 
the  scheme,  could  not  appear  on  the  t™m^^»y«  ^]S^\  "«»  ^  very  attractive 
Committee  upetaire  and  havVtheir  views  'J'^S^'  ^»*  '"  ^•""i""'  "^^  »*'  "*"^'' 
represented  He  therefore  asked  the  ^^^^^^^  *"  congested  traflSc,  they  were 
House  to  reject  the  clause  in  question  ' -'/^^";  ''^"^^f  'If  ^^JhlT^  t"*''^"^* 
by  accepting  the  Instruction"!  he  now '  t,^^^ ^Lbndon  was  suitalble^rtrT^ 
™^^  ways,  he  might  be  found  amongst  those 

♦Sir  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham, '  who  were  doubtful  on  the  point ;  but, 
Barnard  Castle)  in  seconding  the  In-  '  things  being  as  they  were,  if  there  was 
struction  said  hehad  for  many  years  taken  one  thoroughfare  in  London  suitable  for 
a  great  interest  in  this  part  o^  London,  such  a  line,  it  was  the  Thames  Einbank- 
He  was  one  of  the  Committee  appointed '  ment,  and  h^  certainly  failed  to  under- 
by  the  Hou^e  many  years  ago,  wTio  had  s^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  *  tramway  would  nun 
Mr.  BauUnais. 
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the  beauty  of  the  gardens.  The  Embank- 
ment, as  a  rule,  was  very  little  occupied, 
and  a  service  of  trams  would  relieve  the 
-congestion  of  the  Strand.  Recognising 
that  they  must  put  up  with  the  incon- 
venience of  trams  and  omnibuses,  it  was 
really  extraordinary  that  year  after  year 
the  attempt  should  be  made  to  prevent 
almost  the  only  thoroughfare  suitable  for 
this  mode  of  locomotion  being  so  used. 
He  acknowledged  that  the  plan  was  not 
a  very  satisfactory  one,  as  the  line  did 
Jiot  lead  from  or  to  anywhere,  but  it  was 
rather  hard  to  use  that  argument,  seeing 
iihat  Parliament  had  prevented  the  Council 
carrying  out  the  proper  scheme  by  running 
the  lines  across  Westminster  Bridge. 
In  1899,  because  he  believed  the  proposal 
to  be  a  most  reasonable  one,  he  supported 
the  scheme  for  carrying  the  tramway 
over  Westminster  Bridge,  and  inasmuch  as 
this  was  a  step  in  that  direction  he  could 
-not  oppose  it.  It  was  certainly  a  proposal 
which  should  go  before  a  Committee  for 
•consideration,  and  he  should,  therefore, 
vote  against  the  Instniction. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Marylebone  seemed  not 
to  have  overcome  his  archaic  objections 
%o  everything  beyond  the  old-fashioned 
mail-coach.  Underlying  his  speech  was 
4i  desire  to  hark  back  to  the  days  of  Sam 
Weller,  a  desire  which  was  incompatible 
with  the  need  in  London  of  rapid  transit 
as  a  contribution  towards  the  solution  of 
the  housing  problem.  He  appealed  to 
the  House  to  dissociate  itself  from  the 
antiquated  views  of  the  hon.  Member. 
The  Embankment,  on  account  of  its 
width,  was  perhaps  the  most  suitable 
road  in  London  for  a  tramway.  Its 
average  width,  between  the  walls  on 
either  side,  from  Westminster  to  Black- 
frairs,  was  over  100  feet.  That  would  per- 
mit of  an  electric  tramway  being  worked, 
not  by  the  overhead  system  of  traction — 
as  the  County  Council  had  decided 
against  that — but  by  a  noiseless  system 
of  conduit  traction,  with  the  electric 
contact  between  the  two  raik,  unseen  by 
anyone,  thus  doing  away  with  the 
aesthetic  objections  piled  up  by  the  hon. 
Member  on  that  hypothesis  that  the  over- 
bed 1  trolley  system  was  to  be  adopted. 
The  Embankment  had  cost  £2,000,000, 
and  was  relatively  little  used  No 
sensible  bus  proprietor,  running  between 
Westminster  and  Charing  Cross,  would 
think    of   taking    his    buses  along   the 


Embankment,  with  its  macadamised 
roadway,  when  he  could  go  along 
Parliament  Street,  with  its  wood-paving 
or  asphalte,  and  consequently  consider- 
ably less  friction  against  the  horses. 
The  j  hon.  Member  for  Marylebone  had 
said  that  the  1898  scheme  was  better 
than  the  one  before  the  House.  But  the 
House  rejected  that  scheme,  and  since 
then  many  important  things  had 
happened.  The  County  Council  had 
acquired  48  miles  of  Tramway  in  North 
London,  and  intended  to  electrify  it 
as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  present 
system  of  horse-traction  in  London  was  a 
scandal  and  reproach.  The  Council  had 
also  been  granted  powers  to  spend 
£6,000,000  on  a  new  street  from  Holbom 
to  the  Strand,  and  they  desired  to  link 
up  the  northern  tramway  system  to  a 
junction  on  the  Victoria  Embankment  by 
a  shallow  tramway  along  the  line  of  the 
new  street,  which  the  House  had 
already  sanctioned.  The  constituents  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Islington 
would  then  be  able,  for  a  universal  penny 
fare,  to  get  from  the  Angel  to  the 
Embankment,  listen  to  the  band  on  a 
Summer  evening,  and  return  in  the  same 
way.  It  was  believed  that  there  would 
be  sufficient  passengers  between  West- 
minster and  Blackfriars  alone  to  make 
the  line  yield  a  profit  to  the  ratepayers, 
and  the  Council  hoped,  as  Parliament 
had  sanctioned  a  shallow  tramway  from 
the  Embankment  to  Theobald's  Road,  to 
be  able  to  connect  the  northern  tramways 
with  the  Embankment,  and  ultimately, 
with  Parliamentary  sanction,  to  complete 
the  communication  between  North  and 
South  by  carrying  the  lines  over  West- 
minster Bridge.  The  objection  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Marylebone 
that  the  present  proposal  was  not  as  good 
as  that  of  1898,  in  that  it  did  not  go  over 
the  Bridge,  could  soon  be  surmounted. 
If  the  hon.  Member  would  withdraw  his 
Instruction,  and  move  another  compelling 
the  Council  to  carry  the  line  over  the 
Bridge,  he,  on  behalf  of  the  Council, 
would  at  once  accept  it.  Unless  the  hon. 
Member  did  that,  his  objection  would 
appear  to  be  entirely  based  on  the  old- 
fashioned  view  that  tramways  were  a 
nuisance. 

As  to  the  lesthetic  objections,  he 
I  agreed  that  the  Embankment  was  one  of 
I  the  finest  boulevards  in  the  world.  But 
I  everywhere,   along    the     Iwulevards    of 
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Paris,   Berlin,  Vienna,  and   Buda-Pesth, :      (3.48.)  Mr.  BANBURY  said  the  hon. 
trams  could  be  seen  running  at  reasonable    Member  who  had  just  sat  down  said  the 


speed    on  the    conduit     system.       The 
electric  trams  of  Glasgow  had  been  justly 


Embankment    was    comparatively  little 
used  for  heavy  trafiBc,  but  this  was  not 


praised.  If  Glasgow  had  a  road  anything  |  so,  because  all  the  heavy  trafl&c  which 
like  the  Thames  Embankment,  they  j  did  not  require  to  stop  in  the  Stnind 
certainly  would  have  a  tramway  along  it ;  used  the  Embankment  in  passing  from 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  I  East  to  West  and  West  to  East.  K  he 
Barnard  Castle  Division  would  doubt- ,  thought  this  tramway  would  be  of 
less  have  praised  them  for  lookmg  after  ^ny  use  to  anyone,  he  would  not 
the  ratepayers  mterests.  As  to  the  j^ge  it;  but  no  passengers  desired 
suggestion  of  vandahsm,  was  it  likely  ,  ^^  ^j  ^j^^  Embankment  to  Black- 
that  a  body  which,  since  it  had  had  ^^ars  Bridge.  The  only  result  of  thi» 
control  of  the  Embankment,  had  so  dealt   ^^^  ^^^jj  g^  ^j^^^  ^^^  J^g^^  ^^^^  B,^^. 

with  It  as  to  earn  theencomiums  which  had  friers  Bri dee  which  was  at  the  present 
been  bestowed  upon  it,  would  vandalise    .-  ^  '  1 1  i  ,  *^ 

that  thoroughfare  unleU  it  was  for  the  I  *™t^«,'7  heavv,  would  be  made  worse^ 

popular  advtntage  1  The  hon.  Member  \  ^'^^ ,  '^^^  J'f''-^T'\  ^'^^''^'  ,v*"^ 
for  East  MarylTbone  was  hardly  correct   *^«  steamboats  in   the  Summer,  there 


in   saying  the  ratepayers  had  not  been 
heard  on  this  matter.     The  proper  body. 


were      already     ample      facilities      for 
travelling  along  the  Embankment.     If 


with  aU  respect  to  Parliament,  to  ^^^^  ^^a^^^^^  ^as  agreed  to,  it  would 
determine  whether  or  not  there  should  '  ^^^  ^e  used,  and  it  would  entail 
be  a  tramway  along  the  Embankment,  I  *  great  and  useless  expense  upon 
was  the  body  elected  by  the  ratepayers  the  ratepayers.  The  tramways  alwaya 
for  that  particular  purpose.  Progressives  '  blocked  up  the  road,  and  the  consequence 
and  Moderates  were  practically  unanimous  I  ^^  this  proposal  would  be  that,  instead  of 
in  favour  of  the  proposal.  ["No."]  The  |  the  light  traflSc  passing  along  the  Victoria 
proof  of  that  statement  was  to  be  found  Embankment  to  the  diflferent  stations, 
in  the  fact  that  two  of  the  three  names  I  it  would  be  diverted  to  the  Strand  and 
on  the  back  of  the  Bill  were  those  of  i  Fleet  Street,  where  blocks  and  stoppages 
Moderates.  The  Council  were  willing  to  were  already  too  frequent.  Those  hon. 
defer  to  public  opinion,  if  the  tramway  Members  who  had  supported  this  scheme 
were  sanctioned,  as  to  whether  j  had  not  given  any  reasons  whatever  to 
the  rails  should  be  on  each  side  of  the  show  why  it  was  wanted,  and  it  would 
roadway  or  in  the  centre.  They  not  be  of  any  advantage  whatever  to  the 
did  not  want  the  Embankment  to  be  people  of  South  London, 
occupied  solely   by   people   listening  to 

the  band,  or  by  their  electric  tramways.  *SiE  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  (Wflt- 
They  were  willing  to  cater  for  the  cab  I  s^^^e,  Chippenham)  said  that  he  was 
and  carriage  traffic,  especiallv  that  which  '  sorry  to  find  himself  at  vanance  with 
obtained  between  four  and  six  o'clock  in  1  ^^®  Member  for  Peckham  upon  this 
the  afternoon,  when  there  bowled  along  question.  The  argument  that  this 
that  thoroughfare  from  the  city,  stock- '  tramway  would  disfigure  the  Embank- 
brokers  and  merchants,  Uke  the  hon.  '  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^7  ^^^  experience 
Member  for  Peckham,  in  smartly- 1  ^^  similar  tramways  in  other  places,  and 
harnessed  hansom-cabs,  reminding  him  !  ^®  ^^^  ^^^  consider  that  any  reason 
of  Goldsmith's  hues  in  "The  Traveller'*—   whatever    for    rejecting    this  proposal 

Because  this  tramway  had  been  re> 
"Pride  in  their  port,  defiance  in  their  ejre,  jected  nine  times  by  the  House  of 
1  see  the  lords  of  human  kind  pass  by.  *  P       t«  «•  k  «•  k     u 


After    the    tramway    was   constructed. 


Commons,  that  was  no  reason  why  hon. 
Members   should  continue  to  reject  it. 


there  would  still  be  forty  feet  left  for !  He  hoped  the  House  would  look  at  tha 
cabs,  motor-cars,  bicycles,  and  so  on ;  and  !  question  in  a  thoroughly  impartaal 
in  the  interests  of  rapid  communication  |  spirit  and  judge  it  from  the  actual  facU 
between  North  and  South,  and  as  an  ,  ^^^^^^  ^^^  House.  The  Victoria  Em- 
element  in  the  solution  of  the  housing  ^^^^^^^  ^f  ^^e  hiatus  between  the 
,,         ,  1    ,  .     .,      rr         ^^  I  two  great  metropolitan  tramway  systems 

problem,  he   appealed  to  the  House  to   ^£  jf^^^^  ^^^  South  London,      ft  had 


reject  the  proposed  Instruction. 
Mr.  John  Bums. 


been  estimated  that   no  less  than  476 
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omnibuses  and  5,348  people  passed  over 
the  three  bridges  per  hour  It  was  not 
simply  local  traffic,  but  those  people 
dispersed  themselves  all  over  London. 
It  was  well  known  that  wherever  they 
increased  facilities  for  locomotion  they 
always  increased  the  number  of  the 
travelling  public.  As  to  the  suggested 
alternative  of  constructing  a  subway, 
the  London  County  Council  considered 
that  it  would  be  very  much  cheaper  to 
construct  this  tramway,  because  a  sub- 
way would  cost  over  £200,000.  Upon 
these  grounds  he  asked  the  House  to 
consider  this  proposal  in  an  enlightened 
spirit  and  look  upon  it  as  a  comprehen- 
sive scheme  for  the  general  locomotion 
of  London  which  would  help  to  solve 
the  housing  problem. 

Mr.  MACDONA  (Southwark,  Rother- 
hithe)  said  he  should  give  his  hearty 
support  to  the  Bill.  He  had  given  his 
earnest  attention  to  the  development  of 
electric  power  as  applied  to  the  rapid 
locomotion  of  the  people  since  his  intro- 
duction to  that  house  of  the'*  Lancashire 
Electric  Power  Bill,"  which  was  made  a 
test  case  upon  which  the  Durham  and 
South  Wales  Electric  Power  Bills 
depended.  This  Bill  being  carried  through 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  gave  an 
enormous  impetus  to  all  the  electric 
power  Bills  then  before  the  country  and 
Parliament.  He  had  witnessed  the  work- 
ing of  tramways  in  Budapest  and  other 
places  on  th«»  Continent,  and  was  greatly 
struck  with  the  ease  and  certainty  with 
which  they  worked,  but  still  more  so, 
with  the  grace  and  beauty  of  their 
appearance,  especially  so  in  Budapest 
where  most  elegant  tramcars,  without  the 
overhead  trolly  wires,  wheeled  all  over 
the  city  without  in  the  least  detracting 
from  the  unique  charm  of  the  surround- 
ings. We  had  here,  in  England,  very 
handsome  electric  tramcars — in  Liverpool, 
and  running  from  Shepherd's  Bush  to 
Ealing  and  Kew  Gardens — so  beautifully 
constructed  and  comfortably  fitted  up 
a  4  to  be  nothing  short  of  being  the 
paradise  of  the  poor  man  outside,  and  the 
palace  of  the  poor  man  inside. 

♦Sir  F.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex,  Uxbridge)  said  that  from  what  fell 
from  previous  speakers,  that  was  only 
an  attempt  to  get  over  the  bridges  by  a 


side  wind,  and  if  once  made,  the  argu- 
ment would  be  used  that  it  would  only 
be  effective  by  their  use.  Upon  previous 
occasionsthis  subject  had  been  thoroughly 
threshed  out,  and  it  was  stated  that 
the  engineer  who  built  Westminster 
Bridge  said  it  would  not  be  strong 
enough  to  take  the  tramway  traffic. 
At  the  present  time  the  Victoria  Em- 
bankment relieved  the  Strand  traffic,  but 
if  the  greater  portion  of  the  Embank- 
ment was  taken  up  with  this  tramway 
the  Strand  would  again  be  blocked  with 
traffic.  Before  agreeing  to  the  Instruction, 
the  House  should  be  assured  that  the 
bridges  were  sufficiently  strong  to  carry 
the  tramway  traffic,  and  a  comprehensive 
scheme  should  be  brought  before  them. 

(4.6.)  Mr.  moon  (St.  Pancras,  N.) 
saia  that  those  who  wished  to  solve  the 
problem  of  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes  failed  to  realise  that  the  great 
object  was  to  take  population  away  from 
the  centres,  and  not  to  bring  it  across 
the  bridges  to  the  middle  of  the  city. 

♦Mr,  BURDETT  -  COUTTS  (West- 
minster) said  that  he  desired  to  call 
attention  to  a  curious  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  County  Council  in  this  matter. 
The  locus  standi  of  the  local  authority 
before  the  Committee  had  been  contested 
by  the  County  Coimcil.  It  was  a  remark- 
able fact,  of  which  the  House,  which  had 
passed  a  Bill  to  add  to  the  diignity  and 
powers  of  these  local  authorities  should 
take  note,  that  the  local  authority  most 
affected  by  the  proposal  before  the  House 
should  have  been  opposed  by  the  County 
Council  in  its  attempt  to  obtain  a 
locus  standi  before  the  Committee.  He 
therefore  felt  compelled  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  local  authority  of  the  city 
of  Westminster,  which  was  unanimously 
against  the  proposal.  He  thought  one 
might  obtain  some  light  on  this  curious 
position  of  the  London  County  Council 
and  the  locus  standi  of  Westminster  when 
they  remembered  that  this  very  proposal 
of  the  County  Council  had  generally  been 
defeated  by  the  opposition  of  the  local 
authorities.  On  the  merits  of  the  case 
he  did  not  think  that  any  good  reason 
had  been  shown  for  this  act  of  vandalism 
on  the  Emlmnkment.  The  County 
Council  had  over  and  over  again 
brought  before  the  House  the  proposition 
to    run     tramways    over    Westminster 
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from  Westminster  to  Blackf riars  it 
might  have  been  unnecessary  to  have 
halfpenny  buses  at  alL 


]3ridge,  and. .on  the  last  .occasion,  it  was 
,40feat4d,by  a  majority  of  119.  So,,  very 
ii^eniously,  the  County  Council  turns  the 
process  round  and.begins  at  the  other  end. 
At  present  the  tramways  came  to  the 
Qputn  i^nd  of  Westminster  Bridge,  and  it 
was  perfectly  obvious  that  the  real  object 
of  the  County  Council  scheme  was  to 
get  this  tramway  along  the  Embankment 
to  this  end  of  the  bridge,  in  order 
then  to  say  that  it  was  only  reason- 
able to  connect  the  two  points  and 
bring  them  oyer  the  bridge.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Battersea  had  talked  about 
connecting  the  North-East  and  the  South- 
West  of  London.  The  real  object  was 
to  run  tramways  where  there  was  traflSc 
— to  the  West  End.  When  they  cot  tram- 
ways over  Westminster  Bridge,  the 
County  Council  wished  to  carry  them  up 
Northumberland  Avenue,  through  Trafal- 
gar Square,  and  along  Piccadilly,  Regent 
Street,  and  Victoria  Street.  He  was  some- 
what surprised  at  the  speech  of  the  -  hon. 
Member  for  Battersea,  because  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  he  came  down 
to  the  House  to  give  up  that  part  of 
the  scheme  on  behalf  of  the  Coimty 
Council.  He  did  not  know  what 
malign  influence  had  changed  his  wiser 
intention.  The  case  had  been  clearly 
proved  that  at  present,  so  far  as  exist- 
ing traffic  was  cpncemed,  there  was  no 
demand  for  the  proposed  tramways 
along  the  Embankment.  If  the  House 
wanted  further  proof,  he  could  give  it 
by  this  illustration.  When  the  proposal 
to  run  tramways  across  Westminster 
Bridge  was  rejected  in  1898  the  County 
Counoil  adopted  what  they  considered 
a  relief  by  starting  their  halfpenny 
buses. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  Oh,  no !  The 
hon.  Member  is  entirely  mistaken.  The 
buses  had  been  running  for  many  years 
before  the  Countv  Council  took  them 
over. 

♦Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  asked  the 
hon.  Member  whether,  in  order  to  serve 
the  traffic  .which  it  was  now  claimed 
justified  the  present  proposal,  these  'buses 
were  run  along  the  Embankment  when 
the  County  Council  took  them  over. 


♦Mr.  BURDBTT-COUTTS  thought 
the  House  would  see  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  duded  his  question.  What 
he  asked  .was  whether  the  County 
Council  having  contjrol  of  these  buses 
over  t  Westminster  bridge,  had  realieed 
this  enormous  d^nand  for  oonveyance 
along  the  Embankment,  and  had  turned 
them  to  the  right  and  run  them  towards 
the  ^  City.  No.  The  buses  went  by 
Charing  Cross,  and  that  was  exactly 
.where  the  County  Council  wanted  to 
carry  the  tramways  if  they  got  this 
scheme.  The  hon.  Member  for  Battersea 
came  down  to  this  .  House  clainui^  to 
represent  the  masses.  Was  there  no 
{dace  in  the  economy  of  their  lives  for  the 
beauty,  quiet,  and  serenity  of  a  popular 
boulevard  like  the  Thames  Embank- 
ment ?  With  the  exception  of  the  parks, 
it  was  the  only  fine  promenade  they  had 
in  London.  In  condusion,  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  House  would  look 
beneath  the  surface  of  this  proposal  and 
consider  what  its  real  object  was  and 
what  it  would  mean  to  the  future  of  one 
of  the  greatest  possessions  of  modem 
London. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  PILKINGTON 
(Lancashire,  Newton)  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  it  would  be  vandalism  to  cut  up 
the  Embankment  with  tramways.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Battersea  had  referred  to 
Berlin  and  other  capitals  of  Europe,  but 
there  was  a  public  boulevard  in  Paris, 
which  might  be  compared  with  the 
Thames  Embankment,  namely,  the 
Champs  Elys^,  where  the  tramways  did 
not  run«  Speaking  as  a  country  Member, 
he  hoped  that  hon.  Members  would  vote 
against  this  act  of  vandalism  in  London. 
He  h{^)ed  there  were  some  places  still  to 
be  preserved  in  their  beauty,  and  which 
were  not  to  be  exposed  to  the  noise  of 
tramways.  Places  like  the  Thames  Em- 
bankment should  be  preserved  intact,  and 
kept  from  the  spoiler  and  vulgariser 
who  wished  to  introduce  tramways. 

(4.18.)  Question  put. 


Mr.  JOHN  BURNS:  If  the  County,      The     House     divided :— Ayes.     159; 
Council  had  had  power  to  run  a  tramway    Noes,  178.    (Division  List  No,  123.) 

Mr.  Burdett-Cwdis. 
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Aokiid*Hood,Capt.6irAlex.F. 
Agg.Gardner,  JaaMft  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anaon,  Sir  WiUiam  Regrnell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  £dw&rd  Morvyn 
-AtkioaoD,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
•Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  Janes  Robert 
Baird,  John  ijfeorue  Alexander 
Bnloarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfoar,Rt.  Hon^A  J.(Maiieh*r 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(LeedB 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Chi  latch. 
Bauburv,  Fvederick  George 
Banes,  Major  George  Edward 
Barry, Sir  h  rancis  T.(  Windsor) 
Beadmont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blake,  Edward 
Bond,  Edward 
Boufffield,  William  Robert 


Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
CampbelURt.Un.J.A.(Glasg'w 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  ( D'rbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  Wilfiaiu 
C«cil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Mnnor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hun.  J.(Binn. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Aasten(  Woro'r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
CoddiDgi  on.  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Donglts  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  LouLb 
C«o«i*ley,  >ir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  CharUs 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Dixon  •Hartlaoil,SirFr'd  Dixon 
Doringtun,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Damiog^Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Faber.  Edmund  B.  (Hants, W\) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes.Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fi'«her,  William  Hayes 
FitzCierald,SirRoberc  Penrose- 
Fitzr*>y,  Hon.  Ed  ward  Algernon 
Flower,  Emeat 


Abraham,Wmiam(Crrk,N.E.) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Arnold- Fon*t«r,  Hugh  O. 
A*>htou,  Thomas  (iair 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bartley,  Geor„'e  C.  T. 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bell,  Richard 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Boland,  John 

Brook  held.  Colonel  Montagu 
Brunner,  Sir  Juhn  Tomlin»on 
Bryoe,  Ru  Hon.  James 
Burns,  John 


AYES. 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gordon,Hn.J.£.(Elgin!^Naim 
Gore,  HnG.  R.C.  Onus  by-(Salop 
Gouldingt  Edward  Alfred 
(iraham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene, W.  Raymond-(Caml)e.) 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Hain,  Edward 

Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHnLoixlG(Midd*x 
Hammond,  John 
Han  bury,  Rt,  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hardy,Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf  rd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Heath,  James  (Staft'ord8.N.W. 
Beaton,  John  Henniker 
HeUer,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbuttom,  S.  W. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hope,  J.  F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Homer,  Frelerick  William 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  J.  (Midd. , Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  HenryCecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jes«el,  Captain  Herbert  Mert on 
Kenyon-Slaney  ,Col.  W.  (Salop) 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
LawHon,  John  Grant 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Henease 
Le  V  eson -Gower,  FrederickN.  S. 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  ( Eve«bam 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(Bri8tol,S. 
Lon»dale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon .  James(  Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Luctts,  Col.  Franci8(  Lowestoft) 
Luca««,  Reginald  J.  ( Port<»mouth 
M* Arthur.  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M  •  I  ver,SirLewis(  Edinburgh  W 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Mappio,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
MeJlor,  Rt.  Hon.  John  William 
Mey^ey -Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Miud  lemore,  J'hnThrogmorton 
Mitchell,  William 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 

NOES. 

Caine,  W^illiam  Sproston 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Rol)erD 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Caustoo,  Richard  Knight 
Caw  ley,  Frederick 
Churchill,  Winsion  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Colouib,SirJohnCharles  Ready 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Corl>ett,  A.Cameron((jll»*gow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  Nortli) 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 


More,  Robt  Jasper(  Shropshire) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
M^ers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson.  William  Graham 
Niool,  Donald  Nioian 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saff^on'^alden) 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,Lieu  t.  -Col.  Richard 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pret3rman,  Ernest  Creorge 
Purvis,  Robert 
Qullter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Charies  Bine 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Hn.M.W.(Stalybridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.Thomflon 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneuz 
Sackville,  Col  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limenouse) 
Seotc,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton(Lincoln) 
Sharpe.  WiUiam  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  James  Parker(Lanark8. ) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J«»hn  Lloyd 
W^hitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wlllianu.,RtHnJPowell-(Birm 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Woltf,  GusUv  Wilhelm 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Boulnois  and  Sir 
Joseph  Pease. 


Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
l)avieJ>,M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 
Uelany,  William 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elliot,  Hoo.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
EvanH,SirFrancisH(  Maids  tone 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
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Fenwick,  Charles 
Fergunson,  Kt.  Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Ffrench,  Pet6V 
Field,  William 
FiUnnaurice,  Lord  £dmond 
Flynn»  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gordon.Maj.  EvansiT'rH'mlets 
Uorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 
Hardie,  J.  Keir(MerthyrTydvil 
Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  ArthurD. 
Heath,  ArthQrHoward(  Hanley 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hobhoui»e,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. ) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnst<»n,  William  (Belfast) 
JoncSjDavid  Bry  nraor(Sw*nsea 
J  ont:  *» ,  Wi  1 1  iam  ( C'rnarvonsiiire 
Jordan,  Jeremiali 
Joyce.  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Pa<  rick  James 
Kinloch,SirJohnGeorgeSroyth 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
liayland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamv,  Edmund 
Lee8e,8irJo9ephF.  ( Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lundon,  W. 
Macartney,RtHn,W.G.Ellison 


{COMMONS} 

Macdona,  John  Gumming 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

Macneill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

Macveagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Cann,  James 

M'Govem,  T. 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M*Kean,  John 

M*Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Massey-Main  waring,  Hn.W.  F. 

Mather,  William 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.Lloyd(Carmarthen) 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Col.  JohnP.(Galway,N. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

0'Brien.Kendal(Tipp'raryMid 

O'Brieu,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  James(  Wicklow,  W. 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O' Kelly,  Jame8(Roscommon,N 

O'Malfcy.  William 

Orr-Ewiog,  Charles  Lindsay 

O'Shaughne^sy,  P.  J. 

Palmer,  George  Wm.  ( Beading) 

Parker,  Gilbert 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paul  ton,  James  Mellor 

Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  Robert  John 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 

Rea,  Russell 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 

Rigg,  Richard 


Order  Bills 
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Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigha.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Runoiman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Scott,  Cha8.(Pre9twich,L«igh) 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H .  ( Renfrew) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Smith, Abel  H.(  Hertford.  East) 
Soames,  Arthur  (Wellesley) 
Soares,  Eme»t  J. 
Spenoer,Rl  HnC.  R.  (NorthanU 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman-  ( Hastiii£» 
Thomp6on,Dr.  EC(Mona«h'iiJS 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York.W.  R) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,Col.SirCEH(Sheffieki 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wa8on,JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
W  hiteley  ,George(  York.  W.  R.  > 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Paimer 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merionetii) 
Wilson,Fred.  W.  (Norfolk.Mid. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart- 
Young,  Samuel 
Younger,  William 


Tellers  f  »b  the  No»— 
Sir  John  Dickson-Poynder 
and  Mr.  Lough. 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY) 
BILL  (STANDING  ORDERS  APPLIC- 
ABLE THERETO  COMPUED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  which  were  ap^dicable  thereto, 
have  been  complied  with,  vi«.  :  — 

London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NO  r  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the   following  Bills,  originating 


in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  Fii«t 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orden 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  whick 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  com* 
phed  with,  viz.  : — 

Isle    of    Wight  Central  Railway   BiD 

[Lords]. 
London  and  South  Western  Railwtj 

Bill  [Loixis]. 
Scottish     Equitable     Life    Assuranc* 

Society  Bill  [Lords]. 
Street  Urban  District  Council  Wat«r 

Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  § 
second  time. 

PROVISIONAL    ORDER   BILLS  (STAND- 
ING ORDERS  APPLICABLE  THERETO 

COMPLIED  WITH.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
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case  of  the  {oUowing  Bill,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto 
have  been  complied  with,  viz. — 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order 
(No.  2)  BiD. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  tomorrow.  ^  ^ 

DUNDEE     CORPORATION      LIBRARIES 
ORDER  C0NFI1,MATI0N  BILL. 

Undbr  Section  7,  Sub-section  (2)  or  The 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1899. 

Considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time 
tomorrow. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  AND  MIDLAND  RAIL- 
WAYS (SOUTH  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAYS) BILL. 

Ordered,  that  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
on  the  Shireoaks,  Laughton  and  Maltby 
Railway  Bill  of  session  1901  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Great  Central 
and  Midland  Railways  (South  Yorkshire 
Railways)  Bill  of  this  session. — {Mr, 
CaUimlL) 

RAILWAYS  BILLS  (GROUP  6). 

Sir  Saaiuel  Hoare  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  6  of  Railway  Bills, 
that  the  parties  promoting  the  Cavebill 
and  Whitewell  Tramways  Bill  had  stated 
that  the  evidence  of  Thomas  M.  Greer, 
solicitor  to  the  County  Council  of 
Antrim,  Ballymoney,  Antrim,  was  es- 
sential to  their  case  ;  and  it  having  been 
proved  that  his  attendance  could  not  be 
procured  without  the  intervention  of  the 
House,  he  had  been  instructed  to  move 
that  the  said  Thomas  M.  Greer  do  attend 
the  said  Committee  tomorrow  at  half-past 
eleven  of  the  clock. 


That  they  passed  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An 
Act  to  extend  the  time  limited  by  the 
by  the  Swansea  Corporation  Water  Act, 
1892,  for  the  construction  of  the  works 
authorised  by  that  Act ;  and  to  confer 
further  powers  upon  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of 
Swansea  in  regard  to  their  water 
undertaking;  and  for  other  purposes/' 
[Swansea  Corporation]  Water  Bill  [Lords.] 

And  also  a  Bill  intituled,  **An  Act 
to  empower  the  Corporations  of  Ashton- 
under-Lyne  and  Dukinfield  to  acquire 
the  Alma  Bridge  and  the  approaches 
thereto ;  to  confer  further  powers  upon 
the  Corporation  of  Ashton-under-Lyne 
in  regard  to  their  tramway  and  electric 
lighting  undertakings;  and  for  other 
purposea"  [Ashton-under-Lyne  and 
Dukinfield  Corporations  (Alma  Bridge, 
etc.)  Bill  [Lords]. 

SWANSEA  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL  [LORDS], 

ASHTON  L  NDER-LYNE     AND    DUKIN 
FIELD        CORPORATIONS       (ALMA 
BRIDGE,  ETC.)  BILL  [LORDS], 

Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BiUs. 


PETITIONS, 


FRESHWATER  FISH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Scottish 
Trout  Anglers'  Association  and  Dundee ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
AND  RATING  BILL. 

Petition  from  Partick,  against;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table. 


Ordered,  that  Thomas   M.    Greer   do    LANDS  VALUATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
attend  the    Committee  on  Group  6  of  I  ^'^^  AMENDMENT  BILL 

Railway    Bills    tomorrow    at    half-past       Petition  from  Partick,  against;  to  he 
eleven  of  the  clock.  upon  the  Table. 


BELFAST  CORPORATION  BILU 

Reported  with  Amendments;   Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they    have  agreed   to    Amend- 
menta  to — 

Central  Argentine  and  Rosario  Railway 
Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 


LICENSINCi  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour :    From  Mjrtholm- 
royd,   Sunderland,    Bedford,   Stamford, 
Hebden  Bridge  (two),  and  Crimsworth ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFE'S 

SISTER  BILL. 

Petition  from  Ealing,  against;  to  lift 
upon  the  Table. 


Selums. 


PUBLIC  HOUSES  (HOURS  OF  CLORING) 


{COMMONS}  JieporU,  &c.  796 

Act,    1890,   and  MUitary   Works  Acte. 


Petition  from  Carluke,  in  favour;   to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

BATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petitions  against :    From   Easington, 

Bedwellty,    Nantyglo  and  Biaina,    and 

Brandon   and    Byshottles;   to  lie  upon 

the  Table.  ^ 

-ROMAN  CATHOLIC  UNIVERSITY  IN 

IRELAND. 

Petition  against  establishment :    From 

Breohin  and  Arbroath ;  to  he  upon  the 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 

SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:    From  Coventry, 

Mansfield,  Buxton,  Hebden  Brd^e,  and 

Sheffield  (two);  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  TRADING  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Glasgow,  in  favour ;  to 
iie  upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

MORAY  FIRTH  FOREIGN  TRAWLERS. 
Return    presented     relative     thereto 
[ordered  10th  AprU;   Mr.  Weir'];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ARMY  (MILITARY  WORKS). 


f,  ,      ,    ,  unitea    ningaom     belonging    t( 

Oopy  presented  of  Approximate  Eati-    Authorities   for    the    year  1900 
mate  of  Expenditure  under  The  Barracks  I  following  form 


Act,  1890,  and  Military  Works  Acts. 
1897,  1899,  and  1901  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Tabla 

SOUTH  AFRICA 
Copy  presented  of  Statistics  of  the 
Refugee  Camps  in  South  Africa  [by 
Command] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  TaU«. 
SUGAR  CONFERENCE  AT  BRUSSELS. 
Copy  presented  of  Corrflspondence 
relatiug  to  the  Sugar  Conference  at 
Brussels,  1901-2  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SUGAR  CONFERENCE  AT  BRUSSEI^ 
(MISCELLANEOUS,  No.  5,  1902). 

Copy  presented  of  Correspondence 
relating  to  the  Brussels  Sugar  Bonn^ 
Conference  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

AGRARIAN  OUTRAGES  (IRELAND). 

Copy  ^presented  of  Return  for  the 
quarter  ended  31st  March,  1902  [by 
Command] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Return     presented     relative     thereto 
[ordered    18th    March;  Mt.    Archdak]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELECTRIC     SUPPLY     UNDERTAKINGS 

{LOCAL  AUTHORITIES). 

Return  ordered, "  relating  to  authorised 

Electriciy-  Supply  Undertakings  in   the 

United   Kingdom    belonging    to    Local 
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(COMPANIES).  Companies  for  the  year   1900,   in  the 

Return  ordered,  "relating  to  author- 1  following  form  — 
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(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper 
Na  343,  of  Session  1901)/'  —  {Mr. 
BaHUy). 

SOUTH  AFRICA  (TRANSPORTS). 

Return  ordered,  ''showing the  name, 
tonnage,  and  speed  of  each  vessel  em- 
ployed to  conyey  troops  to  South  Africa, 
since  the  1st  day  of  April,  1901»  and  up 
to  and  ending  31st  day  of  March,  1902, 
the  date  and  port  of  her  departure 
from  these  shores,  and  arrival  at  Cape 


Town,  Durban,  or  elsewhere  respectively, 
including  arrival  at  and  departure  from 
intermecQate  port  of  call;  the  number 
of  troops  and  horses  or  mul^  carried 
on  each  occasion,  the  number  of  horses 
or  mules  lost  on  voyage,  vessels  pro- 
vided with  new  pattern  fittings,  vessels, 
provided  with  old  pattern  fittings,  vessels 
provided  with  slings  for  each  horse  or 
mule,  vessels  not  so  provided;  and  the 
time  occupied  by  each  vessel  in  making 
the  voyage,  in  the  following  form — 
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I  departure 
and  port. 
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(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper 
No.  374,  of  Session  1901X' — (^iV  John 
Cokmh.) 

(4.35.)  QUESTIONS. 

8<mth  African  Wai^Peace  Negotiations. 
'  Mb.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  can  inform  the 
House  as  to  the  conditions  of  peace 
offered  to  the  Boer  leaders  at  the  Con- 
ference held  in  Pretoria. 

'The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A  J.  Bau\uk,  Manchester, 
E.):    I    have   nothing   to   add   to   the 


information  which  I  gave  the  Housejon 
Friday  last  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY :  But  if  the 
Boer  commandoes  are  informed  of  the 
conditions  of  peace,  why  cannot  the 
information  be]  given  to  this  HouseJ 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
accept  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 


Purohaae  of  Bo«r  Faims  l^  the  OoTem- 

ment. 

Mr.  CIIANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies   whether  he  is  awaoe 
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that  a  farm  at  Stoijesfontein,  adjoining 
Eroonstad  Commonage,  in  the  Orange 
Biver  Colony,  and  comprising  8,000 
morgen,  was  put  up  for  sale  by  auction 
in  March ;  and  whether  this  farm  was 
bought  by  the  Government  for  £15,000. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.):  The  farm  Stryd- 
fontein  was  sold  by  public  auction  by 
the  executors  of  the  late  David  Daniel 
Malen  on  behalf  of  the  estate  and 
bought  by  Government  for  £15,000, 
which  sum  represents  its  fair  average 
value. 

Spion  Kop  Despatches. 

Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  why  the  Government, 
having  refused  to  publish  further 
despatches  relating  to  the  Natal  cam- 
paign, have  now  thought  it  right  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  the  previously  un- 
published despatches  relating  to  Spion 
Kop;  and  whether  he  will  state  what 
sp^dfic  purpose  is  served  by  publishing 
the  despatch  circulated  on  I7th  April 
entitled  the  Spion  Kop  Despatch. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  also  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  publication  of  the  Spion  Kop 
despatches,  the  Government  will  with- 
draw their  prohibition  to  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  to  pubUsh  the  communications 
which  passed  between  him  and  Sir 
George  White  by  heliograph  and  other- 
wise during  the  seige  of  Ladysmith. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey.  Guild- 
ford) :  The  ^  Spion  Kop  despatches  were 
published  in  full  because  the  omissions 
in  them  had  become  the  subject  of 
controversy  in  the  course  of  which  Sir 
Redvers  Buller,  who  had  been  in  chief 
oommand,  expressed  a  hope — 

*'  That  if  any  further  publication  is  intended, 
my  words  may  be  published  as  written  and 
without  manipulation,  and  that  the  oppor- 
tunity will  be  taken  to  coriect  in  this  respect 
previous  publication." 

The  Government  do  not  feel  it  incum- 
bent on  them,  in  consequence  of  the 
publication,   to   publish  further  Papers 


relating  to  the  operations  in  Natal  prior 
to  the  relief  of  Ladysmith.  The  hen. 
Member  for  South  Donegal  has,  so  far 
as  they  are  aware,  no  title  to  represent 
Sir  Redvers  Buller  in  the  matter.  Nor 
have  they  received  any  demand  from  Sir 
Redvers  Buller  for  the  publication  of 
any  telegram,  nor  will  they  permit  any 
telegrams  to  be  pubUshed  except  by  His 
Majesty's  Government. 

Mr.  MALCOLM :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is  not  the 
case  that  the  publication  of  these  de- 
spatches has  given  far  more  gratification 
to  the  enemies  than  to  the  friends  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  LOWTHER  (Cumber- 
land, Eskdale) ;  May  I  ask  whether  it  is 
in  accordance  with  ^military  procedure 
that  an  officer  should  be  secretly  criti- 
cised without  his  knowledge,  and  that 
those  adverse  criticisms  should  be  made 
public  without  any  opportunity  being 
offered  to  him  to  refute  them  Y 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER;  Order,  order !  That 
is  a  matter  of  argument. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.):  In  the 
event  of  Sir  Charles  Warren  making  an 
application  in  the  same  way  as  Sir 
Redvers  Buller  has  done 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER ;  That  does  not  arise 
out  of  the  Question.  The  hon.  Member 
must  put  a  Question  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  PIRIE :  I  will  put  a  Question 
down.  Sir. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  wish  to 
put  one  Question  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  Has  Sir  Redvers  Buller 
asked  permission  to  publish  the  helio- 
graph communication  from  himself  to 
Sir  George  White  in  reference  to  Lady- 
smith 1 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  Question. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  Oh !  Yea, 
Sir.  My  Question  on  the  Paper  refers 
to  it. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  give  notice  of  any  further    ueston 
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Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  state  on  what  grounds 
were  the  portions  of  the  Spion  Kop 
despatches  published  in  the  Gazette  of 
17tn  April,  1900,  without  lacunae  or 
asterisks  to  show  that  passages  had  been 
eliminated,  and  without  any  indication 
that  the  documents  were  placed  before 
the  public  in  fragments  and  not  in  their 
entirety  ;  and  whether,  in  future,  the 
War  Oifice,  when  issuing  despatches  in  an 
incomplete  form,  will  see  that  blanks  are 
left  for  the  passages  which  have  been 
suppressed. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  It  is  never  usual 
when  portions  of  despatches  are  not 
published  to  indicate  the  eliminated 
passages  by  asterisks.  The  reply  to  the 
tecond  paragraph  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  in  the 
eUminated  despatch  of  Lord  Roberts 
paragraph  3  is  paragraph  4  in  the 
real  despatch)  Is  this  right,  having 
regard  to  the  good  faith  between  the 
public  and  the  War  Office  1 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Sir  Oharles  Warren. 
Mr.  swift  \LAlCNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  state  why  the  statement 
which  Sir  Charles  Warren  laid  before 
the  Commander-in-Chief  when  he  was 
withdrawn  from  his  command  in  Natal, 
has  not  been  included  in  the  Spion  Kop 
Papers;  and  what  explanation  (if  anv) 
has  the  War  Office  to  oflfer  for  with- 
holding this  document  from  publication. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  This  statement  did 
not  form  part  of  the  despatches  and  has 
not,    therefore,    been    published.      Sir ! 
Charles  Warren's  Report  was  written  on  I 
27th  January,  1900,  and  the  statement , 
alluded  to  in  the  Question  was  dated  6th 
August,    1900,   many  months  after  Sir 
Charles  Warren  had  left  Natal.      It  is 
obvious  from  the  published  despatches 
that  a  grave  d  fference  of  opinion  existed 
between  Sir  Redvers    BuUer    and    Sir 
Charles  Warren,  the  two  senior  officers 
responsible   at    Spion    Kop,    and  Lord 
Koberts  in  reviewing  the  whole  action 


distributed  criticism  impartially  between 
the  two.  His  Majesty's  Government, 
having  published  the  despatches  as 
forwarded  to  them  at  the  time,  are  not 
prepared  to  publish  further  statements 
from  either  of  the  officers  involved,  im- 
pugning each  others  conduct  or  justify- 
mg  their  own  share  in  these  operations. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  LOWTHER  asked 
whether  the  statement  in  question  did 
not  controvert  General  BuUer's  adverse 
crisicisms ;  and  whether  it  did  not  throw 
added  light  on  the  matter. 

Mr.'BRODRICK  :  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  what  was  the  nature  of  the  state- 
ment laid  before  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  by  Sir  Charles  Warren;  but  it 
would  be  impossible,  in  regard  to  military 
despatches,  to  allow  officers  who  may 
consider  their  conduct  to  be  impugned 
to  retaliate  by  entering  into  recrimina- 
tion with  those  who  have  made  the 
Reports  of  which  they  complain. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  LOWTHER:  Why 
were  the  despatches  of  General  BuUer 
published ) 

♦jMr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
is  a  matter  of  argument. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  Will  Sir 
Charles  Warren  be  allowed  to  publish 
the  documents  to  which  he  refers  in  The 
Times  today  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No,  he  wiU  not  be 
permitted  to  publish  Papers  relating  to 
officers  engaged  in  any  of  the  operations. 

Volunteer  Actiye  Service  Companies- 
Honorary  Bank  for  Oflcers. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  he  is  aware  that  in  the 
Army  List  for  April  it  doe^  not  appear 
that  the  officers  of  the  Active  Service 
Companies  of  Volunteers,  attached  to 
regular  battalions  in  the  field,  have  been 
granted  the  honorary  rank  in  the  Army 
accorded  to  those  who  served  with  the 
City  Imperial  Volunteers  and  the  Im 
perial  Yeomanry  in  South  Africa;  and 
whether  he  will  provide  that  this 
honorary  rank  be  now  granted  to  these 
officers,  as  promised  on  more  than  one 
occcaion. 
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Lord  STANLEY :  The  list  of  officers 
to  be  granted  .honorary  rank  is  being 
prepared,  and  it  hoped  that  they  will 
shortly  be  gazetted. 


Anny  Oontraofto—Tiimad  MMta 
Mr.  MALCOLM}:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  he  will  inform  the  House  why 
so  few  contracts  to  supply  the  Army  in 
South  Africa  with  canned  meats  are 
now  held  by  merchants  in  Canada ; 
whether  his  official  information  shows 
that  dissatisfaction  exists  with  the 
execution  of  previous  canned  meat  con- 
tracts by  those  Canadians  who  have 
held  them ;  and  whether  American  firms 
have  obtained  the  majority  of  such 
contracts  owing  to  the  fact  that  their 
tenders  were  lower  or  because  their 
provisions  were  of  better  quality. 


disohaiged  on  Saturday  vweek  5  and 

ingthat  a  number  of  these  men  are  only 
temporarily  emptoyed  by  the  GovemmMtt 
and  consecfuently  not  entitled*  to  con^ 
penaation,  whether  'in  ithe  event  of  vac- 
cination incapacitating  them  for  work,  ho 
will  <x>n8ider  the  «dvisi^iiUty  of  granting, 
compensation  to  such  men  as  comply  with 
the  order. 


Lord  STANLEY  :  The  whole  question  . 
of  the  comparative  merits  of  the  various 
tinned  meats  is  now  under  consideration,  1 
and  I  am  not  therefore  prepared  to  give  | 
any  answer  at  present  on  this  subject. 


BemauntarrColonial  D^pfttB.^ 

Mr.  MALCOLM.'  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  if 
he  will  state  in  how  many  colonies  or 
dependencies  of  the  Empire  there  exist 
horse-breeding  establishments,  or  dep6ts 
under  Government  supervision,  to  supply 
the  Army  of  the  Empire  with  remounts ; 
and  whether,  in  the  light  of  recent 
events^  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the 
number  of  such  stations; 

Lord  STANLEY:  There  are  no  such 
depots.  The  whole  question  as  to  the 
best  way  of  providing  remouDts  in  the 
future  is  under  considemtion,  and  this 
particular  point  will  be  dealt  with  t 
among  othecs. 

Qovemment  Em^jeeB  and  VaccinatioB. 
Captain  NORTON  (Newincton,  W.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  a  notice  issued  on  Wednesday 
last  to  the  workmen  •  emj^oyed  at  the  f 
West  India  Docks  Naval  Store  Depdt^  1 
to  the  effect  that  unless  they  subject  1 
themselves  to  re-vaccination  they  will  be  j 


The  secretary  to  thk  ADMIR- 
ALTY  (Mr.  Arnou)  -  Forotbr,  BelfdBt) 
W.) :  No  such  notice  as  that  refenrod  to 
b^  the  hon.  Member  has  been  isso^L 
The  men  referred  to  in  the  Question,  who 
are  in  the  temporary  employment  of 
the  Government  only,,  were  infomnd 
that  it  was  desirable  they  shottld  tak* 
advantage  of  the  t  gratuitous  vaccitwtigtt 
which  was  offered,  and  over  seventy  of 
them  have  done  so.  The  Admiraky 
cannot  undertake  to  grant  compensation 
to  such  of  the  men  as  may  be  ineapiuti- 
tated  through  taking  this  necessary  pr^.- 
caution,  but  permission  has  been  given  to 
place  any  men  who  are  disabled,  on  light 
work  as  far  as  possible,  so  that  they  may 
not  lose  pay. 

H.M.S.  "  Diadem  "-Steaming  Becords. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty if  he  will. state  what  was.  the  total 
number  of  miles  steamed  by  H.M.Sw 
"Diadem,"  in  (0(0,  and  the  number  she 
went  at  her  maximum  designed  speed  at 
any  one  period,  stating  the  dates  of  same- 

Mr..  ARNOLD^FORSTER ;  The^Dia^ 
dem"  has. steamed  53,085  knot»  during^, 
the  period  r^etred  to,  but  this  does  not 
include  distances  steamed  during  man- 
oeuvres and  gun  practice.  The  ship  no 
164  knots  at  her  maximum  designed 
speed  on  the  26th  January,  1898,  and  143 
knots  on  the  9th  December,  1898. 


H.!!*^ 'Discovery.- 
Mr.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  "  Discovery  "  has 
been  taken  out  of  the  sale  list  at  Ports- 
mouth;  if  so,  whether  this  is  for  the 
purpose  of  being  fitted  out  to  convey 
certain  persons  to  the  Naval  Review ;  and 
will  he  state  who  these  persons  are,  and 
what  is  the  estimated  cost  of  the  re- 
fitting. 
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Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  hon. 
Member  has  been  misinformed.  The 
•*  Discovery  **  has  not  been  taken  out  of 
the  sale  list,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to 
utilise  her  in  connection  with  the  Naval 
Review. 

Naval  Victaalling. 

Me.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  view  of   the  fact  that  the 
Government  are  about  to  effect  a  con- 
siderable reform  both  in  the  victualling 
And  meal  hours  of  the  Fleet,  in  accord- 
ance   with    the    recommendations    of 
Admiral  Rice's  Victualling  Committee,  I 
involving   in   the   former  connection  a  j 
jeariy  additional  expenditure  of  £180,000, 1 
he  will  give  a  full  opportunity,  on  Navy  I 
Estimates,  for  Vote  2,  the  Victualling  | 
Vote,  to  be  discussed.  ' 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  At  the  present 
moment  I  can  give  no  pledge  as  to 
when  this  Vote  wul  be  brought  forward. 

Director  General  of  Education  for  India. 

Mb.  CAINE  (Cornwall.  Camborne) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  will  state  what  is  the 
salary  attached  to  the  newly  created 
office  of  Director  General  of  Education 
for  India,  and  why  this  appointment  has 
been  filled  up  from  the  Education 
Department  of  this  country  instead  of 
from  among  the  many  competent  chiefs 
of  the  Education  Department  of  India. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  The  salary  attached  to  the 
newly  created  office  of  Director  of 
Education  is  2,000  rupees  a  month.  The 
appointment  was,  at  the  request  of  the 
Government  of  India,  filled  up  by 
selection  in  this  country  because  it 
appeared  to  them,  as  it  did  also  to  me, 
that  an  officer  possessing  the  special 
qualifications  required  for  the  post  was 
most  likely  to  be  secured  by  the  adoption 
of  this  course. 

In  answer  to  a  further  Question  by 
Mr.  Caine, 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON  said  an  officer 


Burmese  Opium  Trade. 

Mr.  caine  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  if  the  Govern- 
ment of  Burma  has,  in  taking  over  the 
monopoly  sale  of  opium  for  that  province, 
made  arrangements  for  the  retail  sale  of 
cooked  opium,  specially  prepared  for 
smoking  purposes. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  Some  modifi- 
cations in  the  regulations  for  the 
licensed  sale  of  opium  in  Burma  have 
been  recently  introduced,  but  I  have  no 
information  of  any  such  arrangements 
as  the  hon.  Member  refers  to. 

Mr.  CAINE  :  Will  the  noble  Lord  lay 
on  the  Table  the  Papers  ? 

♦LordG.   HAMILTON:    I    have    no 

objection  to  laying  some  Papers  generally, 

but  I  have  no  information,  as  I    have 

said,  on  the  particular  point  raised  by 

I  the  hon.  Member's  Question. 

The  Berars. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.):  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
'  whether  a  settlement  of  the  claim  of 
I  the  Hyderabad  State  to  the  Berars  has 
i  been  arrived  at;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
,  state  the  terms  of  the  settlement,  and 
'  place  the  Papers  relating  thereto  upon 
I  the  Table  of  the  House. 
I 

I  Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  question  of  the 
Berars  has  been  under  discussion 
I  between  the  Government  of  India  and 
that  of  Hyderabad,  but  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  make  any  statement  on  the 
subject. 

Uganda  Railway. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  S  ate  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  can  state  the  total  amount 
of  money  expended  on  the  Uganda 
Railway  up  to  Slst  March  in  this 
year. 

The     under     SECRETARY     of 


with  special  quaUfications  was  required  I  STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
because  of  the  generally  unsatisfactory  !  (Lord  Cranborne,  Rochester) :  The 
condition  of  the  organisation  of  educa-    total  amount  of    money  expended  on 
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ultimo  was  £4,982,408  3&  2d.  of  which 
£4,907,239  19s.  4d.  was  from  the 
Imperial  Grant,  and  the  balance  from 
receipts,  from  traffic  accounts,  and  a 
few  other  small  miscellaneous  receipts. 

Tripoli 
Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  is  aware  that  an  agree- 
ment has  been  come  to  between  the 
Gk)vemments  of  France  and  Italy 
recognising  Tripoli  as  a  sphere  of  Italian 
influence  with  a  view  to  its  annexation 
at  the  first  convenient  moment,  and 
also  that  Signor  Prinetti.  the  Italian 
Foreign  Minister,  has  recently  declared 
in  the  Italian  Chamber  that  the  Italian 
Government  was  making  military 
jwreparation  with  a  view  to  operations 
in  Tripoli;  whether  it  is  the  policy  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  maintain 
the  stattis  quo  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  whether  orders  will  be  issued  to 
the  British  Fleet  to  prevent  any  occupa- 
tion of  the  territory  of  Tripoli  by  the 
forces  of  any  other  Power  ;  and  whether 
His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Rome  will 
be  instructed  to  furnish  His  Majesty's 
Government  with  a  translation  of  Signor 
Prinetti's  speech  delivered  within  the 
last  few  days  on  the  question  of  Tripoli. 

Lord  CRANBORNE:  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  aware  of  no  such 
agreement  and  no  such  declaration  has 
been  made  in  the  Italian  Chamber. 
The  policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
is  correctly  described  as  having  for  its 
object  the  maintenance  of  the  status 
quo  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  it  appears 
from  a  translation  of  Signor  Prinetti's 
speech,  forwarded  by  His  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Rome,  that  the  action 
of  the  Italian  Government  will  be  al-o 
directed  against  any  change  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  TripoU. 

Budget  Proposals— Com  and  Flour  Daty. 
Mr.  WARR  (Liverpool,  East  Tox- 
teth) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  the  intention  of 
the  Resolution  is  to  include  under  the 
word  "  flour  "  such  articles  of  sago  flour, 
mandioca  flour,  dextrine  and  tapioca  flour, 
all  of  which  articles  are  unfit  for  human 
food,  and  are  used    exclusively   in  the 


lursoi  {/uesitons,  ou© 

manufacture  of  fine  goods  for  sizing 
purposes  and  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
mercial gum  making. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  articles  specified  in 
the  Question  are  liable  to  duy  imder 
the  Budget  Resolution  of  the  14th- 15th 
instant.  I  am  not  aware  that  sago  and 
tapioca  flour,  for  example,  are  unfit  for 
human  food. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M*ARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool Exchange):  I  beg  to  ask  Mr, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether^ 
under  Clause  10  of  the  Finance  Act^ 
1901,  buyers  of  flour  from  corn-millers 
under  contract  will  pay  the  duty  on  the 
corn  from  which  the  flour  has  been  milled 
in  addition  to  the  contract  price ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  it  is  intended  to  take  power 
to  remit  the  amount  of  such  duty  to  the 
buyer  on  flour  exported  by  him  to  foreign 
receivers  in  pursuance  of  a  contract  made 
prior  to  the  imposition  of  the  duty. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  No  general 
answer  can  be  given  to  the  first  Question ; 
the  answer  would,  in  the  case  of  each 
contract,  depend  upon  the  circumstances. 
The  answer  to  the  second  Question  is  in 
the  negative.  There  was  no  such  re- 
mission in  the  case  of  sugar. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M^ARTHUR  :  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. My  Question  referred  to 
a  simple  contract. 

Mr.  M.  hicks  beach  :  It  is  not  for 
me  to  interpret  the  law.  Section  10  of 
the  Finance  Act  of  1901  governs  cases  of 
this  kind.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  sav 
whether  any  particular  case  or  whether 
cases  generally  come  under  it.  It  is  for 
those  mterested  in  the  matter  to  take  the 
I  opinion  of  their  legal  advisers. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M*ARTHUR :  I  wUI 
ask  the  Attorney-General  a  Question 
tomorrow. 

Canada  and  the  New  Oom  and  Flour 
I  Duties. 

j  ♦Mr.  PARKER  (Gravesend) ;  I  beg  to 
I  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
]  whether  any  official  representations  have 
I  been  received  with  reference  to  the  feeling 
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in  Canada  or  any  of  the  Colonies  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposed  duties  on  corn 
and  flour ;  and  if,  in  that  event,  any  such 
commimications  will  be  placed  upon  the 
Table. 

Mr,  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have 
received  a  letter  on  the  subject  from 
Lord  Strathcona,  acting  no  doubt  on  in- 
structions from  the  Dominium  Grovem 
ment,  but  I  have  no  Papers  that  can  be 
laid  upon  the  Table. 

CoroBation  Medals. 

Mr,  NORMAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  can 
state  when  the  Coronation  medals  to  be 
struck  for  pale  to  the  public  will  be  ready, 
from  whom  they  will  be  prociuable,  and 
what  will  be  the  cost  of  the  different 
kinds. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  It  is  pro- 
posed  to  rommence  tho  issue  of  Corona- 
tion meda  s  to  the  public  immediately 
after  the  ceremony  has  taken  place  Ex- 
act paiticu  ars  will  be  given  thnmgh  the 
Press  a-k  to  the  mode  of  procuring  them 
and  thfir  cost,  but  applications  have  so 
far  l)een  legi-^tered  at  the  Royal  Mint, 
where  the  medals  will  be  struck.  Gener- 
ally speiking,  the  precedent  of  the  Jubilee 
medals  of  1897  will  be  followed  both  as  lo 
sizes  and  prices — that  is  to  say,  there  will 
be  two  nizi'S,  and  prices  will  range  from 
XI 3  for  the  large  gold  to  Is.  for  the  small 
silver. 

Mr.  NORMAN  :  Is  it  not  possible  to 
issue  tliese  medals  before  the  Coronation, 
in  view  nf  the  fact  that  many  of  them  are 
to  be  distr  buted  as  school  prizes  ? 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  will  con- 
sider that,  hut  1  do  not  think  tl;ey  ought 
to  be  issued  before  the  Coronation. 

Pupil  Teachers. 

Mr.  FLOWER  (Bradford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  t.ir  Vice- President  of  the  Com- 
mittrt-  oi  Council  on  Education  whether 
he  can  ,ive  a  Return  of  the  number  of 
pup  I  tearhei*s  and  proliationers  a*^tending 
pupil  t«  achors'  cm t res,  showing  how  many 
such  pn  1  teachers  and  probationers  are 
actually  on  the  statf  of  elementary  schools. 

Thf.  \  h  t^PREslDENT  OF  THE  COM- 
MITTEE OF  COUNCIL  ON  EDUCA- 
TION (.^ir  J.  (tORst,  Cambiidge  Univer- 
sity) :  No,  >  r.    It  is  impossible  to  discover 


from  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion how  many  of  the  persons  who  are 
called  pupil  teachers  and  probationers  in 
pupil  teachers'  centres  are  actually  em- 
ployed in  public  elementary  schools ;  but 
it  appears  that  a  good  many  are  not  even 
nominally  on  the  staflf  of  any  public  ele- 
mentary school. 

Mr,  FLOWER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  Coun- 
cil on  Education  whether  he  can  give  a 
Return  showing  how  many  pupils  trained 
in  pupil  teachers'  centres  drop  the  pro- 
fession immediately  .after  leaving  the 
centre,  and  after  one  year's  service. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  No.  There  are  no 
records  kept  by  which  the  number  of 
teachers  trained  at  the  public  expense 
who  do  not  remain  in  the  profession  can 
be  ascertained. 

Fines  in  the  Qlasgow  Post  Office. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Tieasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
decision  was  recently  given  whereby  five 
officers  employed  in  the  Glasgow  Post 
Office  were  each  fined  6d.  for  failing  to 
observe  that  aregistered  letter  had  notbeen 
blue-lined  at  the  office  of  origin,  although 
previously  to  this  decision  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  divide  the  fine  of  6d.  equally 
among  the  officers  at  fault ;  and,  seeing 
that  the  reason  given  was  that  the 
amount,  6d.,  coukl  not  be  equally  divided 
amongst  the  five  officers,  whether  the 
Postmaster  General  will  consent  to  a 
reconsideration  of  the  matter  and  revert 
to  the  old  system  of  dividing  the  fine 
equally  amongst  the  officers  at  fault 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Cham- 
BERLAIN,  Worcestershire,  E.) :  The  officers 
in  question  were  rightly  fined  6d.  each 
for  the  irregular  treatment  of  a 
registered  letter  as  described,  in 
accordance  with  the  general  rule 
regulating  the  imposition  of  fines. 
The  system  previously  in  force  at  Glasgow 
of  imposinfi;  a  total  fine  of  6d.  for  such 
an  irregiJarity,  irrespective  of  the 
number  of  officers  involved,  was  not  in 
accordance  with  the  general  rule  and 
has  therefore  been  abandoned ;  but  the 
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Surveyor  always  has  the  power  of 
mitigating  the  fine  in  indiyidual  cases 
when  circumstances  justify  it. 

Sorters— Sunday  WoriL 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  r^resenting  the  Postmast^ 
General,  if  he  can  state  the  date  when 
the  Civil  Service  Conmiissioners  fijst 
intimated  to  candidates  for  sorterships  in 
the  London  Postal  Service  that  com- 
pulsory Sunday  duty  would  be  one  of  the 
conditions  of  service. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAD;  :  The 
notice  containing  the  intimation  that 
sorters  are  called  upon  to  perform  Sunday 
work  as  required,  was  first  issued  to  candi- ' 
dates  by  the  Civil  ServiceCommissioners  in 
connection  with  the  Competition  which 
took  place  in  June,  1900,  but  since  May, 
1898,  candidates  have  been  informed 
before  taking  up  their  appointments  that 
they  were  liable  to  perform  such  duty 
when  required. 

I 

Postal  Senranta  and  Outside  Brnployment.  i 
Mr.  TRITTON  (Lamb^  Norwood) : 
I    beg    to  ask    the    Secretary  to    the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  a  regulation  is  in  force  , 
forbidding    an  employee  of    the    Post 
Office    from   acting  as  treasurer   to  a ' 
slate  dub ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  | 
see  his  way  to  rescind  it. 

Mr,      AUSTEN      CHAMBERLAIN : 
Under  the  regulations  of  the  Post  Office 
no  servant  of  the  Department  is  allowed 
to  undertake,  either  as  agent  or  mincipal, 
a  business  connected  with  a  Building, 
Provident,   or  Friendly   Society    which 
involves  or    admits  of    the  receipt    of 
money    on    deposit.      The    Postmaster 
General   is  not  aware   of  any  oaae  in , 
which  this  prohibition  has  been  hdd  to  ' 
apply  to  the  treasurership  of   a   slate 
club ;  but  if  the  hon.  Member  is  aware ' 
of    any  such  case,  and    will   be  good ' 
enough  to  furnish  particulars,  inquiry  ' 
shall  be  made. 

North  Sea  Fiaheriaa. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  the  Government  wiU 
endeavour,  by  arrangement  with  North 


Sea  Powers,  to  dose  absolutely  against 
trawlers  such  waters  as  may  be  agreed  on 
as  International  breeding  grounds. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A, 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  I  under- 
stand that  the  point  as  to  whether  or  not 
certain  areas  on  the  North  Sea  should  be 
closed  acainst  trawlers  will  certainly  be 
examined  into  by  the  International 
Commission  at  Copenhagen. 


and  the 


Scottish  Local 

Coronation. 


Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  in 
respect  of  reasonable  expenditure  out  of 

Eublic  funds  for  the  celebration  of  the 
k)ronation,  the  Government  intend  to 
take  any  steps  to  give  local  authorities  in 
Scotland  aimiliar  powers  and  facilities  to 
those  which  are  to  be  given  in  England  ; 
and,  if  so,  what  powers  will  be  given,  and 
to  what  local  authorities. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  No, 
Sir,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  cannot 
undertake  to  propose  legislation  on  the 
subject. 

Bailway  Grossing  Gates. 
Mr.  CSHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  will  state 
who  is  bound  to  look  after  gates  at  a 
railway  crossing,  over  which  a  number  of 
persons  have  a  right  of  way  into  their 
lands  from  the  public  road,  and  over 
which  gates  the  railway  company  hare 
appointed  no  gatekeeper. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gkrald  BALFt)UR,  Leeds, 
Central):  I  cannot  undertake  to  give  a 
legal  opinion  in  reply  to  this  Question, 
but  I  may  refer  the  hon.  Member  to 
Section  75  of  the  Railway  Clauses  Act 
1845. 

Trinity  and  Ixiah  Lights  Boaida. 
Mr,  field  (Dublin,  St  Patrick)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  it  is  intended  to  make  a 
general  inquirr  into  the  question  of 
lighthouses  and  lights  situated  around  the 
three  kingdoms,  as  administered  by  the 
Trinity  and  Irish  Lights  Boards ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  such  inquiry  will  extend  to 
the  necessity  of  providing  representatives 
of  the  shipping  interest  upon  those 
Boards. 
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Mr,  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  reply 
t<)  the  hon.  Member's  Question  is  in  the 
negative. 

Batter  Standard. 

Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY  (Somer- 
setshiie,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether,  seeing 
that  the  evidence  of  the  Butter  Standard 
Committee  has  been  published  for  some 
time,  he  can  now  fix  a  standard  for 
butter. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  Regulations  will  at  once  be  issued 
under  Section  4  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1899,  declaring  that  the 
presence  of  more  than  16  per  cent,  of 
water  in  any  sample  of  butter  shall  raise 
a  presumption  that  the  butter  is  not 
genuine.  The  regulations  will  come  into 
force  on  the  15th  May. 

Meat  Imports. 
Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  resolution,  passed  on 
Thursday,  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
Ix>ndon  Butchers*  Trade  Society  that  in 
order  to  relieve  the  short  supply  of  meat 
and  prevent  a  considerable  rise  in  price, 
the  restrictions  on  the  importation  of 
store  cattle  from  Canada  should  be  re- 
moved ;  and  whether  his  Majesty*s  Gov- 
ernment will  take  into  consideration  the 
hardship  on  meat  consumers  of  an  in- 
creased price  of  meat,  and  repeal  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1896. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  statement 
made  with  regard  to  the  short  supply  of 
meat  is  apparently  based  on  the  fact  that 
the  imports  of  cattle  and  of  fresh  beef 
have  been  somewhat  less  during  the  first 
three  months  of  the  present  year  than  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1901,  but  I 
know  of  no  reason  why  it  should  be 
assumed  that  this  shortage  of  supply  is 
of  a  permanent  character,  or  that  a  con- 
siderable rise  in  price  is  likely  to  ensue. 
In  any  case,  however,  the  repeal  of  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1896,  and  the 
admission  of  store  cattle  from  Canada 
would  afford  no  remedy.  Since  that 
Act  was  passed  the  imports  of  fat 
Cittle  from  Canada  for  immediate 
slaughter  have  been  practically  as  large 


as  the  imports  of  both  fat  and  store 
cattle  prior  to  1896,  and  there  has  been 
no  decline  during  the  past  three  montha 
in  Canadian  imports. 

Technical  Inatmction  in  Ireland, 

Mr.  ROCHE  (Galway.  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland  issued  in  June,  1900,  suggestions 
for  the  guidance  of  local  authorities  in 
the  preparation  of  schemes,  and  in 
December,  1900,  a  memorandum  as  to 
the  powers  and  procedure  of  local 
authorities  under  the  Technical  Instruc- 
tionActs  of  1889  and  1891,  and  The 
Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
(Ireland)  Act,  1899,  and  that  in  these 
documents  the  Department  state  that- 
races  struck  for  technical  instruction 
under  the  Technical  Listruction  Acts. 
1889  ami  1891,  would  carry,  in  addition 
to  the  granta  under  the  Agricidture  and 
Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Act, 
1899.  a  grant  e<|uiyalent  to  the  amount 
of  the  rate  under  the  Acts  of  1889 
and  1891 ;  and,  seeing  that  the  Galway 
County  Council,  who  struck  rates  which 
produced  £773,  have  been  informed  that 
only  X407  will  be  payable,  and  that 
the  continuance  of  even  this  grant  is 
not  guaranteed  for  more  than  three 
years,  and  having  regard  to  the 
assurance  given  and  to  the  documents 
referred  to,  the  Government  will 
arrange  that  the  full  amount  of  the 
equivalent  grant  under  the  Acts  of  1889 
and  1891  will  be  made  available  for 
technical  instruction  in  the  County  of 
Galway  so  long  as  the  County  Ooimcil 
contributes  a  like  amount. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  I 
have  called  for  a  Report  from  the 
Department  on  this  question,  but  as  I 
have  not  yet  received  it,  I  will  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  repeat  the  Question 
tomorrow. 

OrimeinOork. 
Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Cork) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  opening  of  the  Cork  Borough 
Sessions  on  tne  16th  instant ;  is  he  aware 
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that  the  Eecorder  conCTatulated  the  Grand 
Jury  on  having  so  little  to  do  at  the 
sessions,  said  that  the  cases  were  few  in 
number  and  light  in  character,  and  that 
he  had  little  to  do  in  the  matter  of 
Crown  law  in  the  city  of  Cork;  and 
whether,  under  these  circumstances,  he 
can  state  what  reasons  the  Executive 
Government  put  forward  for  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  Criminal  Law  and 
Procedure  Act  to  the  city  of  Cork. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  reasons  for 
the  application  to  parts  of  Ireland  of 
certain  of  the  provisions  of  the  Criminal 
Law  and  Procedure  Act  were  explained 
by  me  at  some  length  on  Thursday  last 
in  this  House.  To  the  statement  I  made 
on  that  occasion  I  have  nothing  to  add. 
I  may,  however,  correct  one  error.  The 
«ity  oit  Cork  has  not  been  proclaimed 
under  Section  2. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.,  N.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  at  the 
recent  assizes  in  Cork  the  judges  compli- 
mented the  Grand  Jury  on  the  utter 
absence  of  crime  from  both  the  city  and 
county  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  dealt  with  that 
point  in  my  speech  last  Thursday. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O^BRIEN  :  Then  are  we 
to  understand  that  it  does  not  matter 
what  the  condition  of  the  county  may  be 
in  regard  to  crime 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Irish  Prison  Boles. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  R) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
state  when  the  new  Irish  Prison  rules 
will  be  circulated. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  On  Thursday  or 
Friday  next,  I  understand. 

Boycotting  at  Ennhkillen. 
Mr.  M*G0VERN  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  be^ 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  state  how  many  persons  are  or 
have  been  boycotted  and  intimidated  in 
the  rural  district  of  Enniskillen  No.  2,  in 
the  county  of  Cavan,  which  has  been  pro- 
claimed   under  The  Criminal    Law  and 


Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887,  since  the 
1st  January,  1902,  and  will  he  say  in 
what  townlands  these  people  reside. 

Mr*  WYNDHAM :  I  must  decline  for 
obvious  reasons  to  identify  in  the  manner 
sug^sted  any  person  who  is,  or  has  been, 
subjected  to  intimidation.  An  extra 
force  of  police  was  drafted  into  the  rural 
district  for  the  protection  of  a  family 
exposed  t«>  intimidation.  Persons  in  the 
district  have  also  been  advised  to  resist 
the  collection  of  rent  by  force. 

Mr.  M*G0VERN  :  What  is  to  prevent 
the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  taking  legal 
proceedings  if  there  are  any  cases  of  boy- 
cotting 1 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

University  Education  in  Ireland— Beport 
of  Boyal  Commission. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Fii«t 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  can 
now  state  when  the  nnal  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Universi^  Educa- 
tion in  Ireland  may  be  expected. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  infomaed 
that  it  is  not  possible  at  present  to  give 
the  information  desired  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  as  the  Commission  has  not 
yet  concluded  its  sittings. 

Legal  Decisions  Affecting  Trade  Unions. 
Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.):  On 
behalf  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  StirUng  Burghs,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  considering  the  extreme  im- 
portance of  recent  decisions  in  the  House 
of  Lords  affecting  the  position  of  trade 
unions,  and  the  failure  hitherto  of  those 
interested  in  bringing  on  this  subject  for 
discussion,  the  Gt)vemment  will,  in 
arranging  business,  endeavour  to  safe- 
guard for  this  purpose  Tuesday,  the  13th 
May,  upon  which  day  the  Motion  on  this 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Hexham  Division  has  at  present  the  first 
place. 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  can  make  no 
special  exemptions  in  favour  of  particular 
Motions,  however  great  and  however 
legitimate  might  be  the  interest  they 
evoke;  but  I  can  hardly  doubt  that  the 
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block  of  new  Rules  which  we  are  consider- 
ing  will  be  in  operation  by  May  13th ; 
and  the  Motion  which  has  first  place  on 
the  Tuesday  will  then  have  first  place  on 
the  Wednesday  eyening  sitting  reserved 
for  priyate  Members. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  Wai  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  contriye  so  that  the  Motion 
«hal!  not  lose  its  place  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  will  be  fair 
both  as  regardsTuesdays  and  Wednesdays, 
when  WB  alter  the  day,  that  no  prejudice 
should  be  suffered  by  Motions  or  Bills  by 
the  alteration. 

Education  BilL 
Mr.  DILLON  :   I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  will 
state   when    he   proposes    to   take    the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Education  Bill. 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  can  give  no 
Jibsolute  or  conclusive  pledge,  but  as  at 
present  advised  we  shall  take  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  on  5th  May. 

Business  of  the  House. 
Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Leader 
of  the  House  what  business  will  be  taken 
on  Thursday  and  Friday. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  that 
the  time  has  come  when  we  ought  to 
make  a  determined  effort  to  secure 
progress  with  the  Rules,  and  I  propose 
to  take  them  on  Thursday  and  Friday 
this  week  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
next  week.  It  may  be  for  the  convenience 
of  the  House  now  if  I  give  notice  that, 
in  order,  without  diflSculty,  to  fulfil  the 
^arrangement  generally  arrived  at  a  few 
<lay8  ago,  I  intend  to  move  the  suspension 
of  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  tomorrow. 
I  do  not  think  this  need  be  taken  to 
indicate  that  there  will  be  a  sitting  after 
twelve,  but  it  is  quite  clear  under  the 
arrangement  that,  if  the  Finance  Bill  is 
to  be  introduced  tomorrow,  it  would  be 
better  to  suspendthc  Twelve  o'clock  Rule. 


supported  by  Mr.  Crombie,  Mr.  Dabdel, 
Mr.  Pirie,  and  Mr.  Hunter  Grai^ ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  TuescSty,  13th 
May,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  160.] 


NEW  BILL. 

GROCERS'  LICENCES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

"  To  abolish  Dealers*  or  Grocers 
Licences  in  Scotland,"  presented  by  Sir 
John  Leng,  under  Standing  Order  31 ; 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

Income  Tax. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  income  tax  shall  be  charged  for  the 
I  year  beginning  the  6th  day  of  April,  1902, 
•  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3d." 

♦(5.0.)   Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) : 
As  I   understand  it,  there  is  a  general 
arrangement   by    which    the    discussion 
on  the  corn   and    flour  duty  is  to   be 
taken    tomorrow,    while   today's    debate 
is  to  range  OTcr  the  remaining  features 
of  the  Budget,  although  the  income  tax 
is  only  mentioned  in  the  Question  put 
from  the  Chair.     It  seems  to  me  tnat 
the  Estimates  for  the  year  were  unfairly 
and  unduly  swelled  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the    Exchequer    at    the    last    moment. 
When  we  came  here  on  Budget  night,  we 
expected  that  provision  would  have  to  be 
made  for  £170,000,000  or  £174,000,000, 
and  the  Estimates  for  that  huge  amount 
had  been  closely  examined  by  the  House. 
But  the  Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer 
astonished  everybody    by   suddenly  in- 
creasing   them    by    £18,500,000.      The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  had  suggested 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman   whether, 
under    the    circumstances    that    certain 
negotiations  were  going  on,  he  might  not 
defer  making  provision  for  the  war  for  a 
short  time.     That  was  wise  advice  which 
might  well  have  been   taken,   but    the 
Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer    declined 
to  accept  the  hint,  and  added  £18,500,000 
to  the  already  great  Elstimate  which  the 
House  was  asked   to  pass,  in  order  to 
pro\nde  for  the  service  of  the  year.     I 
want  to  enter  a  protest  against  the  bad 
system   which   is    growing    up    in    this 
House  in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  country — the  system  of  which  this 
is    a    flagrant    instance — of   not  giving 
sufficient   explanations  of   the  demands 
I  made  on  the  taxpayers.      In  asking  for 
;  this  extra  £18,500,000  the  Chancellor  of 
i  the   Exchequer  accounted  only  for  the 
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sum  of  about  £2,000,000,  and  a  portion 
of  that  affected  a  matter  which  might 
well  have  been  left  over  till  another  time. 
I  wish  to  make  the  strongest  protest  in 
my  power  against  any  further  grant  to 
the  West  Indies,  but  that  is  a  subject 
which  we  shall  have  before  us  on  another 
occasion.  We  have  already  had  to  find 
money  for  these  grants,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  another  should  have  been  sud- 
denly sprung  upon  us  in  this  Budget. 

We  complain  of  the  lack  of  informationas 
to  whatthis  £18,500,000  is  required  for,and 
our  protest  should  be  such  as  to  induce  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  be  more 
careful     in     future     about     springing 
Estimates  upon  the  House  at  the  last 
moment.     What  was  the  reason    given  ? 
We  were  told  that   provision   must  be 
made  for  gratuities  to  the  troops,  and 
for  the  expense  of  bringing  them  home. 
Surely  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
have  waited  to  see  whether  the  ample 
provision  of  £40,000,000  already  made  for 
the  war  would  not  enable  him  to  meet 
the  additional  requirements.     Then  we 
have  reason  to  complain,  I  think,  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  deficit  of  £45,000,000 
is    dealt    with.      First,    £4,500,000    is 
abstracted    from     the    Sinking    Fund, 
£5,000,000    is    to    be    raised    by    new 
taxation,  £3,500,000    is  to  be  obtained 
from     the     Exchequer     Balances      and 
£32,000,000    by      loan.       The     Chan- 
cellor   of     the     Exchequer     when     he 
told    the   House    that  he    proposed   to 
borrow  £32,000,000  promised  to  explain 
the  form  of  the  proposed  loan  later  on, 
but  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  simply  had  a 
Resolution    read  at  the  Table  and  no 
explanation  was  given  at  all.     The  loan 
had  been  discussed  in  the  Press  and  on 
the  market,  but  we  were  told  nothing 
about  the  details.     Then  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  went  on  to  say  that  he  might 
later  on  have  to  ask  the  Committee  for 
further  borrowing  powers — by  Treasury 
Bills — or  a  short  loan  to  the  extent  of 
£10,000,000  or  £12,000,000.     I   should 
like  to  have  some  further  particulars  on 
that    point.     Is    he  proposing,   in  fact, 
to     borrow     £47,000,000     instead     of 
£32,000,000  ?      What  kind  of  loan  is  it 
to  be  ?     We  ought  surely  to  have  a   full 
opportunity  of  examining  it.    I  do  not 
think  that  the  country  has  been  fairly 
treated  in  this  matter.      We  have  read 
in  the  papers  that  the  loan  has  been  a 

Mr.  Lough. 


gigantic  success  —possibly  too  great  a 
success.  There  has  been  a  great  rush 
for  it,  and  I  feel  that  the  Chancellor  o£ 
the  Exchequer  might  well  have  proceeded 
more  slowly,  for  then  he  might  have 
got  a  better  price  than  he  did.  Had  he 
secured  only  one  1  per  cent,  more  it 
would  have  made  a  difference  of 
£320,000.  In  my  opinion,  however,  as 
much  as  2  per  cent,  has  been  thrown 
away.  The  loan  was  issued  at  £93  lOs., 
and  this  marks  a  great  fall  in  the  price 
of  consols.  This  is  the  third  loan  and 
each  has  Wen  lower  than  the  other. 
The  first  was  £98 10s.,  the  second  £94  lOs., 
and  now  the  third  has  fallen  to  £93  lOs. 
If  the  price  had  been  higher  the  public 
generally  might  have  taken  it  up,  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  prefers  to 
make  a  private  arrangement  to  place 
£16,000,000  before  the  remaining  moiety 
is  offered  to  the  pubUc. 


The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN:  The 
Loan  Bill  is  not  before  the  House,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  in  order  to  discuss  the 
details  of  the  loan;  although  it  is  in 
order  to  discuss  the  policy  of  raising  the 
loan. 

♦Mr.  lough  :    As  I  understand  we 
shall  have  another  opportunity  of  raising 
this  question,  I  will  not  further  press 
the  point.    Now  I  come  to  the  amount 
which  is  to  be  raised  by  new  taxation. 
The  right   hon.    Gentleman    complains 
that  objection  has   been  taken  to  every 
tax  proposed  except  the  income  tax,  I  say 
that  too  much  has  been  borrowed,  and 
more  ought  to  be  raised  by  taxation,  I 
think  2d.   or  4d.  more  might  well  have 
been  added  to  the  income  tax.    By   put- 
ting it  up    to    Is.   6d.,    £8,000,000  or 
£9,000,000    might    have    been    raised. 
'  This  war  has  cost  three  times  as  much 
,  as  the  Crimean  War,  and   yet  in  that 
I  war     the    income    tax    went     up     to 
!  Is.  4d.     The   income    tax  affords   the 
I  best     and      safest      way     of     raising' 
I  money.      It     is     a    most     fair      tax^ 
I  based  on  profits,  and  it  falls  where  the 
money  is.     It  would  have  been  better  to 
raise  it  than  to  resort  to  indirect  taxation 
or  to  put  a  new  tax  on  bread.     I  do  not 
believe  in  widening  the  basis  of  taxation 
because  it  involves  a  great  interference 
with  trade.    I  do  not  regret  anything. 
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I  said  by  way  of  protest  against  the  tax 
on  sugar,  but  I  think  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  might  well  drop  the  argu- 
ment that  the  public  will  have  to  pay 
no  more  for  bread  or  sugar  in  consequence 
of  the  imposition  of  these  duties.  No 
matter  how  cheap  an  article  is.  if  a  tax 
is  put  upon  it  the  consumer  has  to  pay 
it  in  the  long  run.  I  think  two  of  the 
taxes  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man are  about  the  worst  that  have  ever 
been  proposed  in  this  House^I  refer  to 
the  corn  and  flour  duty  and  the  stamp 
tax. 

I  do  not  suppose  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  object  to  our  discussing 
his  proposal  to  double  the  cheque  stamp 
duty,  for  it  is  well  that  he  should  be 
made  familiar  with  the  opposition  which 
is  arising  in  every  part  of  the  country  to 
his  propoi^l,  which  requires  a  great  deal 
moreexaminationatthehandsoftheHouse 
than  it  has  as  yet  received.  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  forgotten  the 
principle  which  underUes  this  duty  ;  that 
principle  is  the  power  of  the  penny  as  a 
commercial  medium.  We  have  many 
examples  of  the  great  results  that  have 
been  produced  in  this  country  by  recog- 
nising this  force.  The  most  extraordin- 
ary, perhaps,  is  thf-  Penny  Postage, 
established  sixty  vears  aga  Why  does 
not  the  Chancellor  propose  doubling 
this  ]  Simply  because  he  must  realise 
that  there  would  be  no  certainty 
of  extra  revenue,  and  the  greatest 
National  inconvenience  and  dislocation 
would  be  suffered.  Omnibus,  rail- 
way and  train  companies  have  all 
realised  the  great  advantage  of  the 
use  of  the  penny,  and  so  the  coun- 
try has  derived  great  advantage  from 
it.  No  manager  of  such  a  com- 
pany would  think  of  increasing  his 
revenue  or  promoting  its  prosperity  by 
altering  his  standard  price  of  one  penny. 
Exactly  the  same  principle  applies  to  the 
penny  charged  for  a  cheque.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  estimates  that 
he  obtains  £800,000  annually,  increasing 
at  the  rate  of  about  £50,000  a  year  from 
this  source.  1  had  the  pleasure  of  speak- 
ing to  a  man  today  who  pays  25  per 
cent,  of  that  revenue.  He  is  the  printer 
of  the  cheques  for  all  the  great  banks, 
and  he  told  me  that  his  customers  are 
unanimous  in  their  opposition  to  this 
increase  of  the  stamp  duty.     They  are 


agreed  that  it  will  not  produce  a 
larger  revenue.  Two  hundred  million 
cheques  are  put  into  circulation  every 
year,  and  they  save  the  circulation  of  a^ 
vast  amount  of  money.  They  are  an 
immense  convenience  to  business  men 
and  that  is  a  matter  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  not 
lightly  endanger.  I  mentioned  the  fact 
the  other  day  that  for  a  period  of  seven 
or  eight  months  yearly  over  1,800 
cheques  were  issued  by  a  Co-operative 
Society,  with  which  1  am  acquainted. 
Each  of  these  being  drawn  for  £2, 
paid  Id.  to  the  Exchequer,  the  total  in- 
come from  this  source  alone  being  £80  or 
£90  yeariy.  What  would  be  the  result  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  proposal  to 
double  the  duty?  W^hy,  only  one  cheque 
would  be  drawn  monthly — the  money 
would  be  paid  out  in  cash  and  this 
revenue  would  be  sacrificed.  There 
is  another  point  to  be  borne  in 
mind  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
On  the  average  a  month  or  six  weeks 
elapses  before  the  cheques  are  paid  back, 
for  the  poor  people  who  get  them  have 
no  banlang  account,  and  they  keep  the 
cheque  as  long  as  possible,  knowing  how 
apt  money  is  to  melt  away  when  it 
reaches  their  pockets.  Eventually  they 
pay  it  to  a  tradesman  ;  he  pays  it  into 
his  bank,  and  so  the  whole  transaction 
go^^s  through  without  any  cash  passing 
at  all.  Not  only,  then,  is  a  great  com- 
mercial facility  enjoyed  by  all  these 
people,  but  an  inducement  is  given  to 
economy,  there  is  greater  safety  than 
if  all  the  payments  were  made  in 
cash.  This  .system  obtains  in  every 
rank  of  life  and  would  be  disturbed.  I 
know  of  the  case  of  a  lady  who  has  an 
income  of  £600  a  year.  She  draws 
annually  700  cheques,  thus  paying  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  £3.  If  the 
duty  is  increased  she  will  only  draw 
about  250  cheques  yearly,  and  here 
again  there  will  be  a  hjssto  the  revenue. 
The  proposed  change  will  also  have  a  very 
prejudicial  effect  on  small  shopkeepers, 
whose  accounts  are  now  paid  by  cheque 
remitted  by  post.  These  cheques  will 
not  be  so  freely  used  in  the  future; 
the  customer  will  wait  till  he  happens  to 
pass  the  shop,  when  he  can  pay  the 
amount  in  cash.  Thus,  the  tradesman 
will  be  kept  longer  out  of  his  money,  and 
in  some  cases  may  lose  it  altogether. 
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Again,  there  will  be  loss  on  the  postage 
of  the  cheques. 

The  greatest  consideration  of  all,  how- 
ever, is  the  difference  that  will  be  made 
to  the  cash  reserve  of  the  country  and 
the    need  that   will  arise   for   a  great 
increase  in  the  amount  of   bullion  in 
circulation.      The  cash   reserve   of   the 
country  greatly  depends  on   this  system 
of    paper    money    which    has    grown 
up    under    the    cheque*  system.     Our 
cash  reserve  is  placed  at  £35,000,000, 
whereas  in  France  it  is  £100,000,000; 
and    France  requires   this  larger   cash 
reserve,  because    in  that    country    the 
cheque  sjrstem  has  not  been  adopted  to 
Any  large  extent.     I  only  wish  to  touch 
on  .  one  other   point.    The    right    hon. 
Oentleman  has  very  kindly  said  that  he 
will    receive   representations     on     this 
matter.      I  attended  today  a  most    in- 
fluential meeting,  where  there  was  perfect 
unanimity  in  protesting  against  this  pro- 
posal.       The     right     hon.     Gentleman 
has    indicated     that    he    is    willing    to 
make    some    concession     in     regard    to 
this  matter.      But  he  has  su^ested  that 
the  difficulties  will  be  met  if  he  allows 
the  penny  cheque  to  be  used  for  small 
amounts  and  leaves  the  twopence  on  larger 
cheques,   but   I    appeal    to  him   not   to 
make   up    his  mind    in   that   direction. 
He     certainly     would       not      improve 
matters  by  providmg  that  the  increa&ed 
•duty  should  only  be  payable  on  cheques 
Above  a  certain  amount.      If  he  draws 
the  line  at  £20,  or  even  £100,  he  will 
^et  nothing  out  of  the  increased  duty,  for 
there  is  sure    to    be  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  the  cheques.   I  advise  him  to 
take  a  broader  and  more  generous  view 
of  this  matter.       He    must    have  been 
advised  by  some  one  like  those  professors 
to  whom  the  late  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes  made 
allusion  in  his  will,   who  have  not  much 
experience  of   business  in  making    this 
suggestion.     The  revenue   from   cneques 
wiu  not  be  increased  by  any  such  plan. 
Any  disturbance  of  the  duty  will  mean  a 
great  dislocation  of  business  and  cause  in- 
convenience in   every  class    of    society. 
He     has     made     a     splendid     income 
out  of  cheques  in  the  past,  that  income 
is  improving  day  by  day,  and  I  hope  he 
will  not  tamper  with  it. 

(5.30.)  Sir  WALTER  THORBURN 
(Peebles  and  Selkirk):  I  much  regret 
I  am  unable  to  congratulate  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  the  Budget 

3/r.  Lough. 


as  a  whole.  Of  course  we  all  ex- 
pected additional  taxation,  and  no 
doubt  a  fresh  area  of  taxation  was 
necessary  to  secure  the  money,  but  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  selection  has  been  very  un- 
fortunate. I  have  always  been  a  very 
loyal  supporter  of  the  Unionist  Party, 
whether  in  or  out  of  office,  and  I  have 
hitherto  had  no  strain  put  upon  my 
loyalty  in  supporting  their  policy.  Their 
legislation  has  been  progressive,  but  I 
confess  the  present  Budget  does  seriously 
strain  it.  I  have  frequently  been  accused 
by  my  opponents  of  supporting  retrograde 
legislation,  but  when  challenged  to  name 
any  measure  which  could  be  so  designated, 
the  only  one  they  ventured  to  quote 
was  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act.  Thirty 
years  ago,  while  an  active  Member  of 
the  Libend  Party,  I  strongly  advocated 
a  revision  of  the  taxation  and  rating  of 
Agricultural  Tenants  as  unjust  and 
oppressive,  so  that  in  supporting  that  Act 
I  was  perfectly  consistent.  I  think 
some  other  method  of  raising  the  money 
should  have  been  adopted  instead  of 
putting  a  tax  on  the  staple  food  of  the 
people.  I  know  that  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  this  side  take  a  different  view. 
But  I  wish  to  be  consistent,  as  I  have 
always  endeavoured  to  be  in  my  political 
life;  and  as  I  believe  in  food  being 
as  cheap  as  possible,  I  find  it  impossible 
to  vote  for  the  com  tax.  Surely 
there  were  open  to  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  other  means  of  raising  taxes.  If 
there  had  been  none,  I  should  have  voted 
for  the  tax  on  com,  and  I  could  then 
have  justified  my  action  to  my  constitu* 
ents,  a  great  majority  of  whom  would, 
no  doubt,  have  cordially  approved.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  presumptuous  for  me 
to  tender  any  advice  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  but  I  must  say  I  do 
consider  there  are  many  other  things 
which  might  have  been  taxed — for  in- 
stance, aerated  water  and  bicycles,  both 
or  either  of  which  would  have  yielded 
an  enormous  revenue. 

Then  there  is  a  tax  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  put  on  last  year — the 
sugar  tax.  I  differ  from  hon.  Gentlcnaen 
opposite  in  regard  to  that  tax.  I  think 
it  was  a  tax  which  was  justified, 
looking  to  the  abnormally  low 
price  of  the  article,  and  I  think 
if  it  had  been  doubled  the  Ex- 
chequer  would    have    been     benefited 
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without  hurting  the  consumer.  The 
sugar  tax  has  been  practically  paid 
by  the  continental  countries  where  beet- 
root is  grown,  and  it  has  been  a  source 
of  unalloyed  satisfaction  to  me  that  the 
continental  countries  who  have  so 
infamously  maUgned  us  in  connection 
with  the  war  in  South  Africa  have,  by 
reason  of  this  tax,  been  bled  to  the 
extent  of  several  millions  of  money  to 
help  to  pay  for  it.  The  sugar  tax  has 
yielded  £6,400,000  in  the  past  year  with- 
out anyone  feeling  it.  The  price 
of  sugar  today  is   actually   lower  than 


and  800,000  tons  in  excess  of  the  previous 
year.  Now,  there  is  no  country  in 
the  world  which  can  take  it  except 
this  country.  This  country  is  the  dump- 
ing ground  for  all  superfluous  produce, 
and  this  sugar  must  inevitably  come  into 
this  country ;  and  I  do  not  think  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  wise  in 
not  taking  advantage  of  that  for  revenue 
purposes  instead  ol  raising  other  taxes. 
Every  new  tax  imposed  will  incur  the 
maximum  amount  of  odium  with  the 
minimum  amount  of  revenue.  Under 
those  circumstances  I  cannot  but  expreas 


u     Vu     r^  .,r  ^       7t  Wo    niy  regret   that   he  did   not   see  fit  to 

when  the   tax  was  put  on.  and  I  have   J,^J^    ,.       „„^,     .„,,       rp.  .^ 


not  the  slightest  doubt  that  if  that  tax 


increase    the     sugar    duty.       The    only 
objectors  would  have  come  from   manu- 


had  been  doubled  we  should  have  got  as  ^^^^^^  ^f  ■  ^^^  confectionery,  but 
«)od  a  revenue  as  wejot  this  year,  and  |  ^^^         ,^  ^^^^  ^„  ^.^j^i      ^/„      ;„ 

if  It  had  been  imposed^  there  would  not  ^^J°l^„  ^^^  have  no  competition 
have  been  any  necessity  for  either  tax- 1  ^  j^  ^       j       j^^  ^^^^  ^ 

mg  corn  and  flour,  adding  to  the  income   ^^^    g^ould    contribute    towards    the 
Ux,   or  imposmg  an    additional    stamp  !  ^^^  expenses,  but  a  tax  on  bread  should 
tax      on      cheques.       As      the      neht ,  ^„,     ^^^  ^^^  resorted  to  when  other 
bon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for  West    ^/^  ^j  ^^^^^^  ^^„  exhausted. 
Monmouth  said,  there  might  be  something  | 

«iid  for  an  increase  in  the  sugar  tax,  but  I      ^  ^    ^  ^j^^  ^^  I   ^^^^  ^ad 

nothing  cou^d  be  said  in  favour  of  this  ]  ^^^^^j  «*  ^ntations    from      leading 

corn  tox.  There  is  another  thmg  to  be  ;  f^^^„  -^  ^  constituency  utterly  co^ 
said  ««  to  »n  additional  tax  upon  sugar,  |  demningit,anda8feede™ithit8themhard. 
*      Jh    f  "'    *         n^    machinery    is   ^he  Chancellor  says  the  tax  in  com  and 


Frovided    for     its    collection,    and,     as 
have  already  said,   I  maintain  that  the 
whole   tax   will  be  obtained    from    the 


flour  will  not  raise  the  price  of  bread,  but 
my  experience  is  that  when  ever  flour  is 


wuuie  u»A  w».  u»  «uu»u.ou  i.imi  tue  gj^^nced,  even  a  6d.  per  sack,  up  goes 
foreigners.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 1  ^^e  price  of  the  loaf.  They  do  not  in 
chequer,  m  his  Budget  speech,  alluded  to   g^^^^^^j  ^^^^  wheat,  but  they  use 

the  amount  of  speculation  which  has  been  |  ^^^^  ^^\^  enormous  extont,  and-  also 
|oing  on  in  anticipation  of  an  increased  ,  ^jl,^,  products  coming  from  abroad, 
tax,  tut  I  understand  that  that  speculation  ^^ther  objection  I  have  to  the 
has  not  been  much  so  far  as  refiners  are  1^^^  j^  ^^at  it  gives  a  text  for  hon- 
conoemed  No  doubt  they  kept  their  Gentlemen  on  thi  opposite  side  of  the 
stocks  full  in  the  hope  that  if  the  duty    j^^^^  ^  and  Town  the  country 

was  increased  it  would  enable  them  to  I  ^^  ^  sei^ons  on  free  trade  and 

struggle  over  the  critical  penod  between  ,  ^^^^    ^^e    Government  of  Protection. 

?Q«,  run  ''T'"f  '"  operation  in  ^here  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
1903  of  the  Bounties  Convention.  As  no  ,  f^^-  -^  ^^^  ^^^^  j^t  this  Ux  is 
increase  of  duty  has  been  put  on,  and  as  ,  »       j^^^^     ^  r|    ^  ^he  cheque 

to    carry    on    refining    would    entail    a     ^^^^  ^^e   hon.   Member  who  ^re- 

ruinous  loss,  I  venture  to  predict  that,  '  ^^  J  me  anticipated  every  argument 
with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  j  ^„  ^^out  to  stoto,  so  I  will  not  weary 
refiners    who     make    specialties,    every    the  House  by  going  into  them  again,  but 


refinery   in   this  country  will  be  closed. 


I  wish  to  strongly  emphasise  this  point 


We  will  then  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  I  _^^^^^  ^^e  effect  of  that  t*x  will  be  to 
continental  refiners,  and  I  assert  that  we  ^^^ail  the  use  of  cheques.  People  wiU  pay 
will  not  only  lose  six  to  seven  millions  of  ■  j^   ^^  rather  thai!  in  cheques ;  people 

Revenue,  but  that  the  consumer  will  have  ho  have  to  pay  say  X50  4  weetand 
to  pay  more  for  their  su^r  than  if  the  |  ^^  -^  „„^  ^    ^^  J  ^^^  cheques,  wiU 

duty    had    been    increased.      According  ^  dra^  0^^  cheque  on   the  bank   for  the 

to  the  last  returns,  there  was  an  over- ,  whole    amount    and    pay    the    smaller 

plus  of  sugar  this  year  of  between  700,000  '  amounts  in  cash.     It  will  further  put  a 
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large  sum  of  gold  into  oirculation  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  held  by  the 
banks,  and  I  maintain  it  will  not  yield 
the  amount  anticipated  by  the  Chancellor 
while  giving  inconvenience  and  irtitation 
to  business  people. 

I  will  not  urge  objections  to  the  addi- 
tion to  the  income  tax,  for  while 
increased  taxation  is  necessary  the  Chan- 
cellor could  not  well  avoid  adding  to  it. 
I  may,  however,  point  out  that  it  will 
press  hardly  on  men  of  small  or  fixed 
incomes  who  have  their  expenditure 
mapped  out,  and  whose  calculations  may 
be  upset  by  this  unlooked  for  impost. 

I  regret  having  to  oppose  the  Chancel- 
lor's proposals,  but  what  I  feel  is  that  I 
must  choose  between  loyalty  to  party  and 
consistency.  I  have  often  said  that  in 
my  opinion  a  man  should  be  as  consistent 
in  politics  as  in  the  affairs  of  every-day 
life.  It  may  be  a  high  ideal,  but  holding 
these  views  I  am  compelled  to  put  con- 
sistency before  party. 

♦(5.40.)  Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington) : 
The  remarkable  speech  which  this  Com- 
mittee has  just  listened  to  should  give  the 
Grovernment  some  cause  for  refleciion. 
Like  the  hon.  Member  opposite,  I  know 
Soot  land,  and  nothing  has  struck  me 
more  than  the  obvious  repugnance  with 
which  the  great  new  departure  of  this 
Budget  has  been  received  both  by  the 
people  and  the  Press  of  Scotland.  Any- 
body who  reads  the  leading  articles 
appearing  in  the  ScoUsman  at  this 
moment  cannot  fail  to  realise  that 
even  with  them  the  breaking  strain  is 
nearly  reached.  Scotland  does  not  sup- 
port a  Conservative  Government  very 
willingly,  and  the  strain  which  the  com 
duty  has  placed  on  the  electors  in 
Scotland  of  the  present  majority  is  very 
great  indeed. 

I  am  not  going  to  follow  the  hon. 
Member  into  his  suggestions  for  alter- 
native taxation.  A  tax  on  bicycles 
or  sugar  may  be  good,  but  such 
taxes  are  attended  by  difficulties  which 
can  only  be  considered  by  experts  who 
are  engaged  on  these  matters  ior  months 
before  the  Budget  statement  is  made. 
I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
that  there  may  be  times  when,  from  the 
necessities  of  the  case,  you  must  resort 
to  indirect  taxation  upon  the  food  of  the 
people.    I  am  no   dogmatist  or  fanatic 

Sir  Walter  Th<n-hum., 


in  these  matters,  but  I  for  one  would  con- 
sent to  such  a  duty  only  with  thegreateat 
reluctance.  I  should  only  consent  after 
there  had  been  a  most  careful  prelimin- 
ary inquiry  to  show  not  only  that  such 
taxation  was  absolutely  necessary,  but 
on  whose  shoulders  the  burden  would 
fall.  Many  people  in  this  country  li^e 
on  the  narrowest  margin  of  subsisttfice, 
and  a  tax  of  this  kind  falls  on  the  poor 
of  this  country  with  a  weight  which  has 
no  parallel  in  any  other  tax.  Have 
the  Government  made  such  exhaustive 
inquiries  that  they  are  enabled  to  say 
that  they  had  got  adequate  knowledge 
on  this  tojuc?  Another  reason  for 
my  objection  to  this  tax  is  that  in 
this  country  we  possess  a  great  manu- 
facturing industry ;  but  that  industry 
rests  on  no  artificial  advantages 
belonging  to  us  as  a  nation.  Our  coal 
fiekls  have  always  existed,  but  coal  ia 
getting  more  expensive  to  obtain,  and 
we  have  no  advantage  of  the  kind  which 
marks  us  out  as  the  pioneers  and  leads  ub 
to  be  the  pioneers  of  the  world.  We  have 
no  supphes  of  iron  and  steel  to  compare 
with  those  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
only  by  the  industry  and  energy  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race  that  we  have  been 
enabled  to  keep  the  great  position  which 
we  have  won.  If  we  have  kept  it,  I  think 
that  one  fact  has  contributed  not  a  little 
to  our  success — the  fact  that  this  country 
has  been  the  dumping-ground,  if  we 
choose  to  call  it  so,  of  the  raw  materials 
— materials  essential  for  commerce  and 
manufacture— and  to  the  policy  that  lets 
them  in.  Any  departure  from  this 
principle  with  regard  to  these  raw 
materials  or  to  food — for  cheap  food  is 
an  element  in  successful  production  and 
competition — is  to  my  mind  a  source  of 
possible  mischief.  Another  objection  to 
indirect  taxation  is  that  it  tends  to 
destroy  the  sense  of  responsibility  which 
accompanies  direct  taxation.  At  the 
same  time  I  quite  recognise  that  the 
time  has  come  when  further  taxation 
must  be  raised.  I  do  not  see  any  pros- 
pect of  a  change  in  the  movement  of 
national  expenditure.  For  one  reason» 
that  expenditure  has  risen,  not  as  an 
isolated  case,  but  concurrently  with  the 
rising  of  the  national  expenditure  in 
other  countries.  We  are  spending  moie 
because  we  have  a  larger  house,  a  larger 
family,   a   higher   way  of    living,    new 
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necessities  which  have  come  from  an 
improved  condition  of  things,  and  we 
cannot  satisfy  these  needs  at  the  old 
cheap  rate.  Then,  we  are  face  to  face 
with  new  rivalries  such  as  we  have  never 
had  to  meet  before.  I  anticipate  that  in 
two  Departments  we  shall  see  a  very 
material  increase  of  our  expenditure 
in  the  next  ten  years.  To  preserve 
the  immense  volume  of  trade  which 
we  still  possess  we  stiall  have  to  spend  a 
ffreat  deal  of  money  on  education. 
In  naval  matters,  too,  we  cannot 
stand  still.  That  is  the  reason  why 
Germany  is  creating  a  navy  and  the 
United  States  have  created  a  navy,  and 
that  is  the  reason  why  we  cannot  stand 
stilL  Other  countries  are  increasing  their 
fleets  and  we  cannot  fall  behind. 
In  these  circumstances  some  hon. 
Members  take  a  rather  gloomy  view  of 
the  situation ;  but  notwithstanding  that 
there  has  been  grievous  extravagance  in 
the  past,  I  do  not  think  that  as  a 
nation  we  are  so  l^adly  off  as  some 
prophets  of  evil  would  lead  us  to  suppose. 
Let  us  compare  our  case  with  that  of 
France.  Taking  her  expenditure  for 
Imperial  purposes  as  tbe  basis,  and 
eliminating  local  expenditure,  the  outlay 
on  Government  by  France  is  about 
142  millions  sterling.  That,  for  a  popu- 
lation of  38,000,000,  as  compared  with 
ours  of  over  41,000,000,  works  out  at 
£Z  13s.  6d.  per  head. 

MR.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) : 
That  includes  local  expenditiu'e. 

♦  Mr,  HALDANE  :  No,  I  think  not. 
The   basis  of  local   expenditure  is  very 
different  in  France,  and  I  have  done  my 
best  to  eliminate  it  from  the  account. 
In    Prussia     the     expenditure    is    still ; 
more     difficult     to    estimate,     because 
you  have   there  to  take  into  account 
the     Imperial      contribution     to     the  I 
German  Empire  as  well  as  the  Imperial  | 
expenditure  of  Prussia  itself.      I    make ' 
the     expenditure    there     £130,000,000 1 
altogether,   which  with  a  population  of  i 
34,000,000,  gives  £3   17s.  6d.  per  head. 
I  have  not  included  the  expenditure  on 
railways,  because  that  appears  on  both 
sides  of  the  account.    In  our  own  case, 
taking  the   normal  expenditure  at  the 
high  figure   of   £132,000,000,   and  the 
population  at  41,000,000,  it  comes  out  at 
about  £3  6s.  per  head 


I  turn  from  that  to  a  comparison  taken 
from  another  side.  I  have  worked  out 
as  well  as  I  can  the  national  income  of 
the  country.  I  do  not  mean  the  national 
revenue  from  taxes,  but  the  national 
income,  which  is  obtained  by  all  classes  of 
the  community,  industrial  and  otherwise. 
That  is  always  an  approximate  calculation, 
butaccordingto  the  best  authorities  it  may 
be  taken  at  the  present  time  at  about 
£1,750,000,000.  That  includes  the  in- 
terest on  foreign  investments,  and 
my  viei^  of  its  growth  is  confirmed 
to  a  considerable  extent  by  the 
yield  of  the  income  tax  during,  say, 
the  last  forty  years.  In  1861,  a  penny 
on  the  income  tax  yielded  not  much 
over  £1,100.000;  this  year  I  think  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  told  us  it 
would  yiehi  about  £2,600,000. 


♦  The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  Not  quite  so  much ;  about 
£2,500,000. 

♦Mr.  HALDANE:  At  any  rate,  in 
1901-2,  the  yield  was  £2,400,000,  which 
compares  very  remarkably  with 
£1,100,000  in  1861.  That  shows  an 
enormous  increase  in  the  national  wealth. 
The  same  authorities  who  have  made 
these  calculations,  have  calculated  the 
national  income  of  France  at 
£1,000,000,000.  and  that  of  Germany 
as  a  whole  at  £1,300,000,000.  Com- 
paring these  results,  I  think  they  show 
that  of  all  the  nations  with  their  in- 
creasing expenditure — I  am  excluding 
the  United  States  in  this  connection, 
because  they  stand  on  an  entirely 
different  footing — we,  at  any  rate,  are  the 
best  fitted  to  bear  that  increase  of  expen- 
diture. I  put  the  necessity  of  that  increase 
down  to  education — Germany  spends  just 
as  much  as  we  do  (which  I  take  at 
£25,000,000,  local  and  imperial)  on 
education,  although  she  is  a  poorer 
country ;  the  army  and  the  navy — which 
are  much  more  costly  items  now  than 
formerly,  because  of  the  greater  demands 
of  science  upon  the  weapons  of  warfare 
and  the  vessels  which  bear  them ;  and 
thegeneralrisein  the  social  scale,  due  to 
increased  wealth  on  the  part  of  in- 
dividuals, and  tbe  greater  demands  they 
make  upon  the  (Government. 
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But  the  comparison  does  not  stop  there. 
If  you  take  Army  and  Navy  together,  I 
find  that  in  Great  Britain  the  normal 
expenditure  on  those  services  is  about  3^ 
per  cent,  of  the  national  income.  In 
France  it  amoimts  to  about  4  per  cent., 
and  in  Germany  to  3J  per  cent.  There 
is  a  striking  feature  which  one  cannot 
leave  out  of  account  in  connection  with 
these  figures.  In  this  country  we  have 
no  compulsory  service,  and  therefore, 
have  no  blood-tax  to  pay,  such  as  is  paid 
in  France  and  Germany.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  deny  that  there  are  advan- 
tages to  be  obtained  from  a  certain 
amount  of  discipline  and  training,  but  I 
am  convinced  that  in  this  country  we  do 
not  realise  how  seriously  compulsory 
militai-y  service  interferes  with  the 
commercial  prospects  of  those  countries. 
The  fact  that  for  two  years  in  the  best 
part  of  a  man's  life  he  is  transferred  from 
his  occupation  into  a  state  of  things  in 
which  through  the  siunmer  he  has  to  get 
up  at  two  o'clock,  and  in  the  winter  at 
four  o'clock,  clean  stables,  and  go  through 
the  regular  drudgery  of  the  common 
soldier's  life,  to  be  under  strict  discipline, 
with  no  time  to  read  and  little  time  to 
think,  tends  to  cripple  all  initiative  and 
resource,  and  if  our  commerce  is  still  in  a 
flourishing  condition  and  our  workmen 
unbeaten  when  they  have  the  same 
chances  of  education  and  training,  we  owe 
it  not  a  little  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
these  two  years  free  from  that  crushing 
dead-weight.  Therefore  I  should  greatly 
regret  if  ever  the  time  came  when  con 
scription  was  seriously  talked  about  in 
this  country. 

L- 

Turning  to  the  naval  expenditure  only, 

the    figures    are    remarkable.       From  a 

Keturn  granted  the  other  day  to  the  hon. 

Member  for  Great  Yarmouth,  giving  the 

naval  expenditure  of  the  great  Powers  in 

relation  to  their  trade,  I  make  out  that 

our  naval  expenditure  is  very  little  over 

3  per  cent,  on  the  volume  of  our  sea-borne 

trade,  which  I  take  at  over  £870,000,000. 

In  France  the  percentage  is  3*7,  and  in 

Germany  only  1'3.     The  German  Navy 

is  a  very  small  affair  at  present,  but  it  is 

rapidly  increasing,  and  the  ratio  of  the 

expenditure  is  likely  to  be  much  larger. 

Considering  how  enormously  greater  our 

Navy  is  than  that  of  any  power,  I  do  not 

think    3    per    cent,    is    an   extravagant 

premium    of    insurance  to    pay  on  the 

commerce  we  have. 

Mr.  Haldane, 


I  have  given  these  figures  to  the  Ccmi- 
mittee,  not  because  I  do  not  recognise 
how  serious  the  growth  of  expenditure  is. 
but  because  on  the  one  hand,  1  feel  there 
are  some  branches  of  expenditure  which 
we  shall  not  succeed  in  reducing- 


-som€ 


indeed  which  I  want  to  increase,  such  a» 
that  on  education,  and  we  shaU  probahlv   ^ 
have  to  spend  more  on  the  Navy  if  things 
go  on  abroad  at  the  rate  they  are  doing ;  ( 
at  any    rate    there   is    no    prospect    of 
reducing  the  expenditure   on    education 
at   present    incurred,     though      perhaps 
some  of  the  money  might  be  spent  in  s 
difierent  way,  but  that  is  another  matter. 
I  am  not  putting  these  figures  forward  in 
any  spirit  of  opcimism,  but  because  I  do    | 
not  think  there  is  any  necessity   to  sit 
down  and  weep  over  the  cost  of  living  at 
this  period.     What  we  have  to  see  to  is 
that  by    increased  endeavours  we  make 
sure  that  the  great  volume  of  our  commerce 
and  trade  remains  at  its  present  high  level 
That  needs  energy  and  enterprise,  it  also 
requires  expenditureof  a  salvage  character, 
and  that  expenditure  there  is  no  prospect 
of  our  being  able  to  abate.     In  view  of 
the  money  which  all  this  costs,  it  is  our 
duty  to  make  such  sacrifices  as  we  can  in 
this  geneiation  to  reduce  our  debt  while  the 
national  income  remains  at  its  present  high 
standard.     France,  with  a  much  smaller 
income,   has  a  debt  of   £1,200,000,000 
raised  at  a  higher  rate  of  charge  than  we 
pay.     If,  as  a  result  of  this  war,  our  debt 
were  raised  even  to  £800,000,000,    we 
should  still  be  in  a  position  in  which  we 
need  not  feel  depressed.     But  with  this 
debt  in  front  of  us,  it  is  a  sacred  duty 
which  we  owe  to  the  generations  coming 
after  us  that,   while  we  have  this  huge 
national  income — which  I  am  not  certain 
we  shall  be  able  to  preserve,   though  I 
believe   we   shall   make   every    effort  in 
our  power   to  do  so — we   should  make 
strenuous    efforts    to    pay    off   debt   as 
rapidly  as  we  can.     Our  forefathers  of 
the  past  generation,  poorer  far  than  we^ 
did  not  grudge  the  sacrifices  which  were 
made   to   bring    things  into   the   happy 
condition  in  which   they  were   not  long 
ago.     Nor  should  we  grudge  the  sacrifices 
necessary  to  leave  them  very  much  as 
they  were  handed  over  to  us. 

The  moral  seems  to  be  that  the  defect  of 
this  Budget  is,  not  that  it  raises  too  much 
taxation  or  revenue,  but  that  it  raises  too 
little.  In  this  state  of  things,  with  the 
country  as  rich  as  it  is,  I  would  rather 
have  seen  the  income  tax  2d.  higher  than 
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it  is  going  to  be  than  see  things  remain  in 
their  present  condition.  I  am  not  sure 
that  we  have  exha'osted  the  resources  of 
civilisation  in  respect  of  income  tax.  We 
hear  a  great  deal  about  the  impossibility 
of  collecting  a  graduated  income  tax.  I 
have  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  legis- 
lation of  the  Colonies  which  comes  over  to 
be  interpreted  and  put  before  the  Privy 
Council.  I  have  constantly  to  study  the 
income  tax  in  the  Australian  Colonies. 
One  cannot  draw  parallels  between  things 
in  a  small  country  and  those  in  a  great 
country,  but,  speaking  from  memory  I 
know  there  is  a  ^reat  difference  made, 
not  only  in  Victoria,  but  in  other 
Colonies,  between  income  which 
consists  of  interest  upon  investment 
— what  is  called  realised  property — and 
income  which  is  realised  by  the  sweat 
of  a  man's  brow.  The  one  is  treated  on 
a  wholly  different  footing  from  the  other. 
They  levy  at  the  source  a  tax  of  double 
the  amount  on  income  derived  from 
investments,  as  compared  with  that  from 
earnings.  Not  only  so,  but  there  is  a 
great  jump.  If  I  remember  rightly,  the 
tax  on  earned  income  is  4d.,  and  8d.  on 
realised  income  up  to  £2, 000  a  year.  Then 
there  i^  a  jump  to  8d.  upon  earnings 
over  £2,000,  and  Is.  4d.  upon  the  interest 
on  investments.  That  is  a  principle 
which  has  been  applied  succt«sfuUy,  with 
great  advantage  and  universal  satisfac- 
tion, in  the  colonies.  I  am  not  saying 
that  the  Government  should  resort  to 
anything  of  that  sort  without  the  most 
careful  inquiry.  One  of  the  attractions 
of  this  country  to  foreigners,  who  bring 
their  money  here,  reside  here,  and  are  a 
source  of  revenue  to  us,  is  that  the  taxa- 
tion is  in  some  respects  comparatively 
light.  I  should  be  sorry  to  take  any  step 
of  this  kind  without  seeing  where  I  was 
going.  But  I  do  not  think  we  have  got 
to  the  limits  of  direct  taxation  even  yet. 
I  quite  agree  that  the  basis  of  taxation 
will  have  to  be  broadened  to  bear  the 
burden  we  have  to  carry  ;  it  may  be  you 
will  have  to  raise  some  indirect  taxation. 
If  80»  1  hope  it  will  be  raised  after 
careful  inquiry  as  to  those  upon  whom  it 
may  fall.  But  of  this  I  am  sure,  that 
what  will  occupy  the  mind  (*f  the  country 
is  a  doubt  as  to  whether  theGrovernment 
have  adequately  realised  the  duty  which 
is  upon  them  at  the  present  moment, 
and  that  is  to  prevent  the  National  Debt 
from  growing  while  you  have  the  means 


to  do  80,  and  whether  the  Government 
have  considered  the  far-reaching  and 
grave  consequences  which  the  present 
Budget  involves.  It  is  upon  that 
footing  that  I  for  one  regret  that  we^ 
did  not  have  as  part  of  the  notable, 
and  in  many  respects  admirable,  speech 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  some 
indication  that  the  mind  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  applied  to  the  question 
as  to  whom  these  taxes  would  ultimately 
fall  upon,  and  to  what  extent  they  would 
be  affected. 

♦(6.20.)  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn. 
Regis):  The  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
opposite  has  just  given  us  a  most  inter- 
esting series  of  figures,  and  I  agree  in 
the  main  with  the  conclusion  he  derives 
from  them.  I  seriously  question,  however, 
the  correctness  of  his  figures  themselves. 
To  take  one  instance.  To  say  that  the 
income  of  the  French  people  is  a  little 
more  than  half  of  the  income  of  the 
English  people,  I  think,  shows  an  absolute 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  revenues  of 
France.  The  French  are  an  extraordin- 
arily rich  people,  and  my  opin  on  is  that 
the  income  of  the  French  people  very 
nearly  approaches  that  of  the  English 
people.  France  is  one  of  the  richest 
countries  in  the  world,  and  earns  and 
saves  enormous  sums  of  money,  and  it 
is  capable  of  bearing  almost  in- 
credible burdens.  It  is  the  misfortune 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of  the- 
advocates  of  economy  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  it  is  to  some  extent  the 
misfortune  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex 
chequer,  that  the  prosperity  of  this 
England  is  so  immense  and  its  capacity 
to  be  I  r  burdens  so  extraordinary  that,  as  a> 
j  matter  of  fact,  no  one  cares  twopence 
for  economy.  In  paasing.  I  wish  to  refer 
briefly  to  two  points.  First  of  all,  let  me 
say  how  completely  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Hadding- 
ton with  regard  to  the  necessity  for 
paying  off  debt.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  looks  with  equanimity  to  the 
raising  of  the  National  Debt  almost  to 
the  figure  at  which  it  stood  during  the 
Napol«;onic  wars.  It  is  now  approach- 
ing that  high  water  mark,  which  we  all 
thought  we  should  never  again  come 
near  to.  This  is  due  to  the  successive 
diminutions  we  have  been  brought  to 
make  in  our  efforts  to  pay  off  our  debts- 
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When  the  price  of  Consols  was  high,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  that 
as  a  reason  for  suspending  the  Sinking 
Fund.  Now  that  Consols  are  low,  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man regards  that  as  another  reason  for 
fiuspen(UDg  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  do 
earnestly  urge  upon  this  House  to  ad- 
dress itself  most  seriously  to  the  question 
of  paying  o£E  debt.  It  is  easy  enough  to 
make  wars  of  all  sorts  if  you  are  going 
-to  pay  for  them  out  of  money  that  you 
Ao  not  find  but  out  of  money  that  you 
owe.  It  is  a  bad  and  demoralising 
system,  and  undoubtedly  one  of  the  first 
duties  of  this  country  will  be,  as  soon  as 
peace  is  brought  about — and  we  hope  it 
may  be  soon — to  restore  the  Sinking 
Fund  and  find  some  means  of  resuming 
that  diminution  of  the  debt  which  in 
recent  years  we  have  failed  to  carry  on. 
It  is  a  bad  system,  demoralising  to  those 
whose  votes  decide  on  the  issues  of 
peace  and  war,  to  raise  too  much  by 
borrowing. 

One  word  as  regards  this  loan. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
authorised  to  raise  £32,000,000  by  ban, 
but  he  has  only  raised,  as  a  matter  of 
fact.  £29,500,000,  or  a  little  over.  With 
regard  to  the  extra  penny  upon  cheques, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  recognise 
that  we  allowed  him  to  have  his  Resolu- 
tion as  to  this  additional  penny,  upon 
the  undertaking  that  he  would  re-con- 
sider the  matter.  Let  me  tell  him  at  once 
that  there  is  only  one  sort  of  re-considera- 
tion that  will  avail  him,  and  that  is  the 
abandonment  of  the  tax  altogether.  You 
cannot  put  different  stamps  on  cheques. 
Moreover,  if  you  exempt  the  smaller 
cheques  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
get  very  little  at  all  out  of  the  tax.  I 
recognise  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  shown  himself  open  to  conviction  in 
this  matter.  I  know  that  he  is  some- 
times forced  to  put  on  a  tax  to  fill  up 
some  vacant  space  in  his  Budget,  and  he 
is  driven  occasionally  to  put  on  a  tax 
which  he  has  not  considered  in  all  its 
bearings.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
been  very  candid  with  us,  and  I  hope  his 
re-consideration  of  this  tax  will  have  the 
effect  of  getting  rid  of  it  altogether.  The 
duty  of  dwtinguishing  between  the  right 
and  the  wrong  stamp,  if  two  stamps  are 
adopted,  cannot  be  thrown  on  bankers, 
and  such  a  modification  would  not  result 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 


in  any  gain  to  the  revenue.  Of  this 
cheque  tax  there  is  universal  disapproval 
in  the  Press.  The  Scotsman  itself,  the 
very  lackey  of  journalism,  has  turned 
against  the  Government  in  this  matter. 
I  should  like  just  to  say  one  word  with 
regard  to  the  tax  on  com.  I  have  already 
avowed  in  this  House  my  objection 
in  principle  to  such  a  tax,  but  I  felt 
bound  to  agree  to  it  on  this 
occasion  because  of  the  very  serious 
financial  emergency  in  which  we 
find  ourselves.  On  the  ground  of 
emergency  I  for  one  am  quite  disposed 
to  agree  to  this  tax,  and  I  have  decided 
to  support  it  if  emergency  is  shown.  I 
am,  however,  bound  to  ask  whether  this 
emergency  now  exista,  and  if  it  does  not 
exist  I  hope  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  find  some  means  of  with- 
drawing this  tax,  and  also  the  income 
tax. 

Now  I  come  to  the  question  of  the  in- 
come tax,  which  is  the  Resolution  before 
us.  I  have  often  heard  complaints  in 
regard  to  the  income  tax  upon  the 
ground  that  the  income  of  the  brain 
worker  should  be  charged  at  a  less  rate 
than  incomes  derived  from  property.  I 
do  not  think  so.  First  of  all,  what  is  the 
income  tax  ?  It  is  like  all  other  taxes, 
and  it  is  intended  to  be,  a  measure  of  the 
capacity  to  pay  of  the  person  who  is 
taxed.  If  the  professional  man's  income 
ceases,  so  does  the  tax.  But  if  the 
income  from  property  continues  for  ever, 
so  too  does  the  tax.  Therefore  it 
does  not, seem  unfair  that  the  pro- 
fessional man  should  pay  upon  his 
income  year  by  year.  I  have  what  I 
think  is  a  most  serious  complaint  against 
the  method  by  which  the  income  tax  is 
levied.  TheoreticaUy,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  no  better  tax  than  the  income  tax 
if  it  were  levied  equally  and  impartially 
over  a  large  area.  My  complaint  is  that 
a  system  has  been  introduced  of  levying 
the  income  tax  upon  what  is  called  the 
average  income  of  three  years.  An 
average  is  an  abstraction ;  it  represents 
nothing  that  is  actually  true.  Take  a 
concrete  instance.  A  makes  a  profit  of 
£1,000  three  years  ago,  of  £2,000  last 
year,  and  of  £3,000  this  year.  On  the 
average  system  he  will  pav  Is,  3d.  in  the 
pound  on  £2,000  although  he  has  made 
£3,000.  B,  on  the  other  hand,  made 
three  years  ago  £3,000,  last  year  £2,000. 
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and  this  year  £1,000.      But  he  too  will 
pay   on    £2,000   although   he  has  only 
made  XI, 000.    The  fortunate  prosperous 
A    with    a    rising    income    only    pays 
on   half     his     profits,    the   unfortunate 
unprosperous   B  with  a   faiKng  income 
pays  on  double  his  profits.      He  pays,  in 
short,  four  times  as  much  per  cent,  as  A. 
That    is  absurd   and    unjust,  and    the 
more  correct  and  ju.^ter  system  would  be 
to  take  the  actual  profits  of  the  year, 
and  levy  the  tax    upon    them.    A  far 
greater  complaint  is  that  the  tax  falls 
only  on    large   incomes,    allowing    the 
smaller    incomes    to   escape,   and    thus 
doubling  the  tax   upon  those  who  pay. 
A    tax   was  originally   supposed   to   be 
based  upon  the  measure  of  the  capacity 
of  the  taxed  person  to  pay  the  tax.  That 
is  not  so  in  the  case  of  the  incometax. 
That  tax  is  not  extended  over  the  whole 
of  the  people.     It  has   been  stated  that 
the  incomes  of  the  people  of  this  country 
amount  to  £1,700,000,000.     I  think  it  is 
more  than  that.     But  even  taking  it  to 
be  only  £1 ,600,000,000,  that  is  double  the 
amount  actually  assessed  for  the  income 
tax  at   present.      In   other  words,  only 
half    the    amount     received     by     way 
of  income    is  taxed.     If  £1,600,000,000 
are    taxed     at     6d.      in     the     pound 
it      will      produce     £40,000,000,      the 
yield    of  the   present   method  of    levy- 
ing  incometax  at  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound. 
That  is  a  great  scandal  in  regard  to  the 
income  tax:  it  is  an  absurdity ;  and  it  is 
all    because  no  Chancellor  of   the  Ex- 
chequer has  yet  devised  means  for  ob- 
taining payment,  as  I  am  sure  he  would 
obtain  it,  of  small  rates  of  income  tax 
from    people    of    small   incomes  —  some 
such    method   as   that  by    which  it   is 
possible  to  obtain  from  the  same  people 
payment  of  the  penny  postage  for  every 
letter  posted.     It  argues  a  want  of  the 
quality  of  imagination —a  quality  with 
which  I  should  have  credited  tho  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Elxchequer — but  I  am  con- 
vinced it  is  possible  to  obtain  income  tax 
on  snail  incomes  if  only  you  could  devise 
a  method  of  payment. 

As  to  a  graduated  income  tax,  to 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Haddingtonshire  referred,  I  think  he  can 
scarcely  have  paid  attention  to  the  income 
tax  system  of  this  country  when  he 
proposes  a  graduated  system.  Is  he  quite 
aware  that  two-thirds  of  the  income  tax 
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are  levied  by  deduction  7   Something  like 
£26,000,000    or    £27,000,000    of    the 
£39,000,000  is  collected   before  it  ever 
goes  into  the  hands  of  the  taxpayers, 
and  therefore  it  would  be  impossible  to 
graduate  the  income  tax  on  these   de- 
ductions.     If    you    had     a     graduated 
income  tax,  what   method    would  you 
adopt  in  order   to  ascertain  the  proper 
scale  of  duty  ?    In  this  country  there  is 
nothing  to  obb'ge  any  man  to  state  the 
whole  of  his  income  to  the  State,  unless 
it  be  that  he  calls  for  a  diminution  of 
the    tax,   or    the    return    of    what    he 
considers    to     have    been     an     unfair 
assessment.       I    do    think     that     the 
weight    of    this     tax     as    at    present 
levied    upon    trade    is    enormous.      In 
the  case  of  the    struggling  B    I  have 
mentioned    he    pays    one- eighth   of  his 
income  in  this  tax  alone.     But  take  the 
ordinary  case  where  the  i*evenue  of  the 
income  tax  is  X39,000,000.    It  professes  to 
represent,    we  are   told,  at   1/3   in  the 
£  one-sixteenth   of  the    revenue  taxed. 
It    is    an     enormous     thing.      But  the 
man     who      pays     his     proportion     of 
that     sixteenth     of     the     revenue      in 
this    way,    also    pays    a  share    of  the 
£35,450,000    of    customs;    £32,700,000 
of  excise  ;    £13,200,000  of  estate  duty  ; 
£8,700,000    of   stamps;  and  £2,500,000 
of  land  tax  and  house  duty.     In  fact,  he 
must  pay  out  of  this  £100,000,000,  what 
amounts  to    between    £60,000,000    and 
£65,000,000.  1 1  isnot  too  much  to  say  there- 
fore that  the  ordinary  income  tax  payer, the 
man  with  over  £160  a  year,  and  certainly 
the  man  with   over  £700  a  year,  where 
the    abatement    allowances    cease,   pays 
one-sixth  of   his  income  to  the  State  in 
taxes  at  this  moment.     Hon.  Gentlemen 
who    have    followed     my     figures     will 
see   that   I  have   not   overstated  it.     In 
other  words  you  call  upon  a  man  to  give 
two  months  of  his  work  to  the  State — 
not  to   his   family,  not  to   his  business, 
nob  to  productive  business,  but  to  what 
I    would    call    destructive    expenditure. 
That  is  a  very  serious  state   of   things 
to   have  arrived  at,  and  I  for  one  only 
trust  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham 
will  get  the  Committee  he  seeks  in  order 
to  see  if  we  cannot  somehow  reduce  the 
expenditure   which    re<juires    a   man    to 
work   two  months  of  the  year  for   the 
State  and  only  ten  for.  himself. 


The     Chancellor 
has    set   forth    his 
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requirements  of  the  year,  and  has  added 
thereto  £18,500,000.  I  think  1  am 
accurately  representing  him,  although 
I  have  not  his  words  here.  He  says 
he  will  want  that  sum  in  any  case 
either  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  or,  if 
the  war  should  cease,  for  the  expenses 
of  peace.  I  do  not  know,  first  of  all, 
whether,  if  he  levies  the  whole  of  this 
XI  8,500,000  for  military  expenditure  in 
the  case  of  war  going  on,  that  it  will  be 
in  his  power  to  apply  it  for  the  purposes 
of  peace — for  the  rebuilding  and  restock- 
ing of  Boer  farms.  Let  me  here  say  that 
I  recognise  in  him  the  generosity  that 
makes  him  ready  to  rebuild  the  Boer 
farms,  and,  I  believe  that  the  country 
will  entirely  agree  with  him.  This  is  a 
very  peculiar  conjuncture.  Negotiations 
have  been  opened  for  peace,  and  we  all 
of  us  hope,  and  some  of  us  are  very 
strongly  of  the  belief,  that  the  negotia- 
tions will  end  in  peace,  but  if  they 
do  end  in  peace,  probably  the  whole 
of  this  £18,500,000,  certainly  a  large 
portion,  will  not  be  required  out  of 
the  Budget  this  year.  Of  course,  I 
acknowledge  that  the  prerogative  of 
making  peace  or  war  is  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  but  the  giving  of  the  sinews 
of  war  is  the  prerogative  of  this  House. 
It  is  by  giving  or  withholding  money 
that  this  House  expresses  approbation  or 
disapprobation  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  I  say  that  before  you 
ask  us  to  provide  this  extra  £18,500,000 
you  ought  to  let  us  see  the  issue  of  the 
negotiations  which  are  now  being  carried 
on.  They  mav  render  the  £18,500,000 
needless  No  doubt  the  making  of  peace 
is  expensive,  but  if  peace  should  be  made 
I  cannot  suppose  that  you  can  possibly 
require  £18,500,000  in  order  to  bring 
back  the  troops,  to  pay  bounties,  and  to 
pay  such  sums  as  you  will  be  willing  to 
grant  to  rebuild  farms.  On  the  contrary, 
I  do  not  think  it  is  lawful  to  divert 
the  money  for  such  purposes  as 
this  case.  On  the  other  hand  let 
the  House  look  at  it  in  this  way. 
When  we  get  the  Papers  showing  the 
issue  of  these  negotiations,  whether  the 
issue  be  peace  or  war,  it  is  conceivable 
that  the  House  may  disapprove  of  the 
conduct  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

It  is  conceivable  that  this  House  may 
think     that     the     Government      has 
made      an     unfavourable     peace,      or 
Mr,  Qibson  Bowles, 


that  it  has  gone  back  without  ad- 
equate reason  into  war.  But  in  ibr 
meantime  we  vote  £18,500,000.  I  submit 
that  is  the  wrong  order  of  procedure.  1 
submit  that  the  House  in  respect  oi 
£18.500,000  is  really  put  m  the 
position  of  suggesting  that  they  approTe 
of  the  conduct  of  His  Majesty! 
Government  in  regard  to  the^ 
negotiations,  of  which  we  know  nothing. 
This  is  not  a  new  point,  for  the  samr 
contingency  occurred  in  1856.  I  will 
read  what  Sir  George  Cornwall  Lewis 
said  on  that  occasion.  The  Grovemment 
then  did  not  ask  for  the  supplies  of  thf 
year,  plus  £18,500,000.  It  asked  for 
four  months  suppUes  only,  and  tht? 
reasons  given  are  so  appUcable  to  th« 
present  day  that  they  might  almost  be 
repeated  on  this  occasion.  In  th« 
beginning  of  1856,  there  was  a  strong 
possibility  of  peace  being  made,  and  in 
April  of  that  year  it  was  made.  Sir 
George  CornwaU  Lewis  said — 

**  If  these  Resolations  ahoold  receive  thr 
approbation  of  the  Committee,  and  afterward^ 
obtain  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  they  will 
provide  ample  ways  and  means  for  the  prosact 
qaarter,  and  for  the  commencement  of  thr 
ensuing  financial  year.  We  shall  then  be  in  a 
position  to  judge  how  far  the  negotiation^ 
which  are  now  in  px ogress  in  a  neighboai  int: 
country  are  likely  to  terminate  in  a  safe  and 
honourable  peace.  If,  happily,  they  shouJd 
lead  to  the  issue,  Her  Majeetv's  Govenuneiit 
will  have  it  in  their  power  delioerately  to  con 
sider  the  state  of  the  revenue,  to  reduce  tb^ 
Estimates  submitted  to  the  House,  and  u 
consider  what  expenditure  will  be  required  il 
the  following  year,  and  how  that  expenditon- 
may  best  be  met.  If,  unbapi>ily,  thoee  neeotia 
tions  should  not  terminate  in  bo  desirable  ao 
event  as  a  peace  which  will  cement,  in  a  lasting- 
and  solid  manner,  the  interest**  of  Europe,  it 
will  then  be  the  duty  of  the  Govemiuent  iv 
appeal  to  this  House  to  place  them  in  a  pomtiiir 
in  which  they  will  be  enabled  to  meet  the  lar^^v 
expenditure  for  warlike  purposes  and  to  con 
tinue  that  struggle  in  which  we  have  beer 
engaged  for  the  fet  two  years."  [  (3)  Debate*. 
CXL.,  1240.] 

I  say  the  condition  of  things  u 
exactly  the  same  nowas  on  22ndFebrUArT. 
1856,  when  these  words  were  uttered 
I  say  more  that  this  House  should  not 
be  called  upon  to  provide  for  expenditurr 
during  the  whole  year  on  a  war 
which  may  be  over  in  a  few  weeks ;  and 
especially  with  regard  to  the  £18,500,(X" 
the  House  will  be  parting  with  the  cor.- 
stitutional  control  over  the  expenditure  oi 
the  Government  if  it  gives  the  Chanoettv>r 
of   the  Exchequer  the  enormous  sums 
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he  asks.  I  should  like  to  know  why  he 
has  adopted  a  different  method  from  that 
which  was  adopted  in  1856,  and  in 
1814,  at  the  end  of  the  great  struggle 
against  Napoleon.    Why  should  he  not 


has  placed  a  tax  of  3d.  per  cwt.  on 
corn.  Seven-eighths  of  the  ordinary 
corn  used  for  distillation  is  imported, 
and  therefore  that  is  a  tax  of  5s. 
per   ton,   which    is    equal    to    Id.   per 


(6.50.)   Mr.  young  (Cavan,   E.):  I 


4tsk  us  for  three  or  four  months  supply  |  gallon  on  whisky.  It  is  possibly  some- 
and  see  whether  peace  is  made,  and  i  thing  less,  but  very  Utde — ^perhaps  it  is 
then  come  for  more  if  the  war  continues,  seven-eighths  of  a  penny.  I  do  not  know 
I  think  the  course  pursued  in  1856  is  i  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
the  right  one.  i  think  that  in '  when  he  put  this  5s.  a  grain  thought  of 
asking  the  House  to  take  another  |  this  matter,  but  it  is  an  additional  tax 
course  he  is  leading  it  into  what  on  spirits.  I  do  not  expect  that  the 
may  be  a  trap,  because  if  the  I  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  make 
House  does  not  approve  of  the  conduct '  any  remission,  but  I  say  that  the  first 
of  the  Grovernment  when  they  see  the  |  time  he  has  an  opportunity  of  remitting 
account  of  the  negotiations  for  peace  any  taxes  it  ought  to  be  done  on  the 
they  will  have  parted  with  their  power  |  article  of  spirits,  but  I  believe  we  will 
to  express  disapprobation,  for  they  will  aU  be  very  much  older  before  there  is  a 
already  have  voted  these  supplies.  This  remission  of  anything.  I  think  it  is 
may  seem  a  far-fetched  point,  but  the  rather  a  pity  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
sum  involved  is  enormous,  and  in  my  Exchequer  should  have  put  any  tax  upon 
opinion  it  is  an  important  constitu-  Indian  corn.  In  this  matter  I  speak  for 
tional  point.  I  think  the  right  hon.  my  own  country,  because  in  Ireland 
Gentleman  has  departed  from  precedent  Indian  com  is  an  article  largely  con- 
and  sound  constitutional  practice  in  I  sumed  by  the  poorer  people.  Indian 
asking  us  to  agree  to  an  expenditure '  corn  cannot  be  grown  in  this  country, 
which  we  all  earnestly  hope  may  not  i  for  climatic  reasons  which  prevent  us 
require  to  be  made.  producing  maize.     Of  course  we  can  pro- 

duce barley,   oats    and   wheat,    and    I 
should  not  have  objected  if  the  Chan- 

wkhTo'bri^g  befoTeThe^notl^  ^''the  'f^  °^  the  Exchequer  had  put  two 
Chancellor  ofthe  Exchequer  an  article  «^°S«  «'"  ''^^^  ^^^"^^  °°  *?«* 
of  general  consumption  which  is  over- 1 1^"^"' .''««'"««  ^^^'^  *  ^  ^°"'<^  ^^*» 
tax^.     I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle-   benefited  my  country  very  much. 

man  should   know   that  the  article  of  I 

spirits  is  most  excessively  taxed.  Would  (6.55.)  Mr.  E.  B.  FABER  (Hampshire, 
this  House  believe  that  in  proportion  Andover) :  I  must  ask  the  kind  in- 
to the  first  cost  the  duty  on  spirits  is  dulgence  of  the  House  as  it  is  the  first 
enormous.  You  can  get  for  Is.  2d.  a  time  I  have  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
gallon  of  spirits  25  over  proof,  and  it,  and  I  shall  not  take  up  much  time 
on  this  article  there  is  138.  9d.  ,  as  there  is  not  very  much  to  be  said  on 
duty.  That  is  equal  to  lis.  on  the  this  question.  With  reference  to  the 
proof  gallon.  I  think  that  beer  is  stamp  duty,  the  proposal  of  the 
possibly  sufficiently  taxed,  but  the  duty  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  in- 
on  beer  is  2s.  3d.  on  the  alcoholic  i  genious  because  if  a  man  wants  to 
strength  as  against  lis.  on  spirits.  I  send  a  small  cheque  he  will  have 
sim^dy  place  this  before  the  House  to  pay  the  additional  penny,  or,  if 
because  this  is  a  day  for  ventilating  he  does  not  choose  to  send  a  cheque,  he 
grievances.  I  say  this  as  representing '  will  have  to  depart  from  his  usual 
the  Irish  and  many  of  the  Scotch  practice  and  send  a  postal  order,  so  that, 
people  in  this  trade.  I  present  my  case  in  either  case,  he  will  have  to  pay  an 
simply  in  figures.  I  do  not  want  to  |  extra  duty.  I  smiled  when  I  heard  the 
dwell  upon  and  elaborate  the  matter.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  state  that 
It  is  supposed  by  many  that  the !  he  thought  bankers  would  welcome 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchet^uer  has  not  this  proposal  because  fewer  cheques 
made  any  additional  tax  on  spirits,  would  be  drawn.  Whatever  may  be  the 
Now  this  is  a  mistake.  He  has  actually  case  with  London  bankers,  I  can  assure 
put  an  additional  tax  on  spirits.     He  I  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  that][country 
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bankers  do  not  like  his  proposal. 
London  bankers  do  not  charge  any 
commission  on  the  turnover  or  pay 
interest  on  the  balances,  but  in  the 
country  bankers  do  charge  a  commission 
on  the  turnover  and  they  allow  interest 
on  balances  ;  therefore  from  the  country 
banker's  point  of  view,  if  this  tax  lessens 
the  turnover  they  will  not  like  it  at  all. 
I  think  this  tax  may  lead  very  much  to 
the  hoarding  of  money  and  to  a  less  use 
of  cheques  than  obtains  at  the  present 
time.  Hitherto  the  practice  has  been 
to  use  as  little  gold  as  possible,  but 
what  will  happen  now?  The  general 
pubUc  and  small  tradesmen  will  pay  all 
their  small  amounts  by  cash  or  else  they 
will  go  to  the  Post  Office  and  obtain 
Postal  Orders.  Consequently  they  will 
use  fewer  cheques  and  there  will  be  more 
danger  of  theft  because  the}'  will  have 
to  keep  more  money  in  their  tills.  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  right  to  say  that 
this  is  a  very  serious  matter,  but  it  is 
well  known  that  cheques  are  a  v^ry  con- 
venient and  safe  method  of  conducting 
business  transactions,  and  therefore  it  is  a 
method  which  should  not  be  discouraged. 
I  have  been  told  that  the  Central 
Bankers'  Association  have  stated  that 
quite  20  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the 
cheques  passing  through  the  Clearing 
House  are  for  sums  under  £2,  I 
look  upon  this  proposal  as  harassing 
and  troublesome,  and  as,  more  or  less, 
a  pin-prick  against  traders.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  I  hope,  will 
not  accept  the  suggestion  that,  while 
cheques  drawn  on  business  accounts 
should  be  still  subject  to  the  Id.  stamp, 
cheques  drawn  on  other  accounts  should 
be  subject  to  the  proposed  additional 
duty.  How  can  a  banker  decide 
between  the  two  1  It  has  also  been 
suggested  that  there  should  be  a 
differentiation  between  cheques  above 
and  below  a  certain  sura.  That  would 
lead  to  a  serious  interference  with  the 
banking  trade  of  the  country,  because 
cheques  coming  from  the  country  have 
to  be  cleared  and  got  off  in  time  for 
the  post,  and  this  differentiation  would 
certainly  involve  delay*  and  conse- 
quently, inconvenience.  I  hope  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will 
do  away  with  this  harassing  legislation 
altogether. 

Mr,  E.  B,  Faber. 


*  (7.0.)  Mr.  ASHTON  (Bedfordshire, 
Luton) :  I  cannot  congratulate  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  th«? 
Budget  he  has  put  before  us  this  year, 
although  I  think  we  may  congratulate 
ourselves  upon  the  fact  that  he  has 
put  before  us  proposals  which  will  bring 
about  united  opposition  to  the  Budget 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  Of  course 
I  should  like  to  congratulate  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  where  I  can,  and  I 
wish  to  congratulate  him  upon  the  fact 
that  he  has  made  a  rather  larger  con- 
tribution this  year  towards  the  cost  of 
the  war,  by  means  of  annual  taxation, 
than  he  did  last  year.  Last  year  I  find 
that  out  of  £73,000,000  spent  upon  the 
war,  he  only  paid  £20,000,000  out  of 
annual  taxation;  but  this  year  I  find 
that  out  of  £64,000,000  he  proposes  to 
take  at  least  £24,000,000  out  of  annual 
taxation.  That  is  not  a  big  increase, 
but  it  is  something,  and  I  entiiely  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
might  very  well  have  done  something 
more  towards  paying  for  the  war  out 
of  the  annual  expenditure  of  the 
country.  It  seems  to  me  very  unsatis- 
factory that  in  times  of  prosperity  like 
the  present  we  should  be  placing  still 
further  burdens  upon  posterity  for  a 
war  for  which  we  alone  are  responsible. 
It  seems  somewhat  contemptible  that 
we  who  have  for  several  years  past 
been  shouting  about  our  patriotism 
should,  when  the  time  comes  for 
making  sacrifices  to  pay  the  bill,  make 
proposals  for  placing  the  burdens  upon 
posterity  which  we  ought  to  pay  our- 
selves. We  are  leaving  posterity  to 
pay  much  too  large  a  share  of  the 
cost  of  our  policy  in  South  Africa. 
'  T  know  there  are  some  hon.  Members 
who  will  tell  us  that  we  ought  not  to 
pay  all  the  cost  of  this  war,  and  that 
the  time  will  ^ome  when  we  shall  be 
able  10  put  some  part  of  the  cost  upon 
the  Transvaal  I  look  upon  that  at^ 
an  idle  dream.  1  think  if  you  cannot 
make  the  Transvaal  pay  anything  at 
the  present  time,  you  will  find  that 
you  are  able  to  get  precious  little  out 
of  that  country  in  the  future. 

Believing  as  I  do  that  we  ought  to 
have  paid  ourselves  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion towards  the  cost  of  the  war,  I 
am  one  of  those  who  think  that  more 
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than  one  penny  extra  ought  to  have 
been  placed  upon  the  income  tax.  I 
think  it  would  have  been  just  as  simple 
to  have  put  twopence  upon  the  income 
tax.  I  believe  the  country  was  expect- 
ing an  increase  of  twopence  upon  the 
income  tax,  and  there  would  have  been 
no  more  grumbling  about  an  increase  of 


considerable  sum.  I  suggest  that  these 
people  might  be  more  adequately  taxed 
by  a  re-organisation  of  the  house  duty, 
which  is  levied  only  on  houses  over  £20 
a  year.  If  the  house  duty  were  raised 
to  a  uniform  rate  of  8d.,  instead  of  re- 
maining at  the  varying  rates  of  3d.,  6d., 
and  9d.,  a  very  considerable  sum  would 


twopence  than  there  will  be  about  an  in- 1  be  added  to  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
orease  of  one  ponny.  When  the  Chan-  If  the  house  duty  was  raised  to  8d.  in 
cellor  of  the  Lxchequer  heard  the  sigh  the  £  all  round,  instead  of  raising 
of  relief  which  went  round  the  House  £1,700,000  this  tax  would  produce  at 
when  he  announced  his  intention  of  i  least  £4,000,000.  Of  course  1  am  not 
putting  an  additional  penny  on  the  i  suggesting  that  he  should  levy  such  a  tax 
income  tax,  1  think  the  right  hon.  >  on  Ireland,  but  I  do  say  that  if  he  were  to 
Gentleman  must  have  been  sorry  that ;  raise  the  house  duty  to  a  uniform  rate  of 
he  did  not  make  it  twopence.  The  8d.  instead  of  3d.,  6d-,  or  9d.  he  would  add 
poorest  classes  of  the  people  are  being  considerably  to  his  revenue  and  he  would 
asked  to  pay  for  this  war  by  taxes  on  |  make  those  who  are  now  escaping  pay 
their  food,  while  the  wealthy  classes  have  their  fair  share  towards  the  cost  of  this 
to  pay  through  the  income  tax.     There  war. 

ai«,  however,  a  large  number  of  people       j  i^  ^^^y   ^^^  ^e  in  order 

with  incomes  ranging  from  £100  to  i  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^e  bread  tax  tonight, 
£400  a  year  who  are  only  being  called   ^^^  \  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^     I  ^j^i,, 

upon  to  pay  a  very  small  portion  indwd  however,  to  state  that  I  think  the 
towards  the  cost  of  the  war.  1  mam-  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  have 
tain  that  all  sections  of  the  community  y^  ^         ^it^o^t  ^^t^in    t^is  most 

should  be  taxed.  I  am  not  going  to  say  Obnoxious  tax  upon  the  food  of  the 
that  the  best  way  to  do  that  would  have  i  ,g  ^j  ^y^  country.  I  call  it  obnoxious 
been  to  do  away  with  exemptions  under  i  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  I^  ^y^^  g^^ 
the  income  tax.     I  think  it  is  just  ^s-     .  ^   -^^^  wnatfiivA  tax,  because  in 

sible  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 1  ^^^^  ^^  l^ig  ^2,500.000  the  Chancellor 
chequer  may  have  put  on  his  extra  ^^  ^j^^  Exchequer  wUI  take  out  of  the 
stamp  duty  with  the  idea  that  he  was  •  j^^^  ^j  ^^^  consumers  a  sum  of 
reaching  a  large  number  of  persons.  I ,  Q^^^^  £8,000,000  and  £10.000,000  of 
wish  to  point  out    however,  that  th's^  Another  great  objection  I  have 

tax  will  faU  more  heavily  upon  people  '  ^  j^-^j^  ^j,^  ^y  argument  of  the  thin 
with  small  incomes  than  it  wJl  upon   ^^^  ^j  ^^^  ^^^^     j  ^^  ^^,^  j^,^„    ^^ 

people  with  large  incomes.  The  very  ^uch  now  of  the  Protective  character  of 
fact    that    you    never    hear    an    hop.    ^j,^  4,^^  j„  -^^j^^  jf  ^^^ 

Member  m  this   House  say  a   word  in  ^  ^^    j^j     ^^  ^    ^^^^  ^^^  ^i„ 

favour  of  the  staxip  tax  is  enough  to   |^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  j^^^^  tax. 

show  that   ,t  IS  an  »n«quitous   tax     I ,  ^^  ^^  jj  j^  ^  ^^ng  ^  p„t 

think  it  IS  quite  possible  that  the  Chan- ;  ^„  ^^^  ,j  ^^  ^^^  j^^^^^  t^^  ^j  ^n 
cellor  of   the  Exchequer  s  estimate  may   ^^^^  j^  ^„  y^      ^„j  ;„  ^he  case  of  any 

be  perfectly  nght  as  to  what  he  will  {^ture  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  it  will 
re-ilise  by  the  stamp  duty,  because  if  he  |  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^^  j^  ^^  ^^^ 

does  not  get  it  by  means  of  cheques  he  1  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^  Lij^^^,  j  ^,,^,^  ^^ject 

will  get  It  all  the  s.me,  because  a  larger    ^^      j^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  tj^^  t^^  Chancellor 

number  of  postal  orders  will  be  used.  ^j  ^^^  Exchequer  might  very  well  have 

I    am    inc  ined    to     think    that    the    ^.^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^j„         ^^^  ^f 

bankers    wjl    compel    the    nght    hon.  this  tax  in  one  or  two  different  ways  that 

Gentlemm   to  give  up  the  stamp  tax.  ^^  ^^^  ,^   objectionable  and   far  less 

Though  It  may  be  difficult  to  tax  the  j^^^^j^,  ^^  ^^^  country.     This  being   a 

«mall  income   tax   payers    at    the  same  ^^^  ^^   ^j  ^^^^^   j  ^j^^^y  ^^^  ^^^ 

rate  that  everybody  else  was  taxed,  I  do  suggested  it  otherwise— it  would  be  far 
4hink  there  is  a  way  in  which  the  right  ^  less  hurtful  to  the  country  if  the  Chan- 
hon.   Gentleman    might    have    raised  a   cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  put  another 
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halfpenny  upon  sugar.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  sugar  tax 
had  not  been  felt  in  this  country,  and  I 
believe  that  to  be  true.  That  to  m 
mind  is  a  good  reason  why  he  should  put 
another  halfpenny  on  sugar  and  get 
another  £5,000,000.  It  might  be  re- 
sented by  the  sugar  -  raising  colonies, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
raising  money  to  carry  on  these  colonies 
for  the  next  eighteen  months  or  so.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  told  us  that 
the  tax  upon  beer  had  reached  its  limit, 
that  no  more  beer  was  sold,  and  that  the 
tax  was  being  taken  out  of  the  quality. 
That  being  so,  that  is  a  good  reason  for 
not  taxing  beer;  but  I  would  venture  to 
point  out  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  got  the  same  result  out  of  the 
reform  of  the  licences  of  fully  licensed 
houses.  The  present  licensing  law  bears 
very  heavily,  as  we  all  know,  on  a  poor 
house.  Why  a  poor  house  should  pay 
more  than  a  rich  house  is  beyond  my 
comprehension.  I  have  in  my  mind 
at  the  present  moment  a  house  rated  at 
X20  or  £30.  That  house  pays  50  per 
cent,  of  its  value,  yet  a  house  rated 
at  £600  or  £700  pays  only  15 
to  20  per  cent,  for  its  licence. 
I  think  it  would  be  far  fairer  to 
make  the  rateable  value  of  the  house  a 
basis  for  the  price  of  the  licence,  which 
should  be  a  percentage  on  the  rateable 
value.  The  trade  is  a  monopoly,  and  the 
value  of  these  houses  is  increased  by  its 
being  a  monopoly  to  three  or  four  times 
their  ordinary  value,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  only  fair  that  the  country 
should  get  something  from  them  by 
means  of  higher  licences.  I  believe  by 
a  re-adjustment  of  the  licences  for  public 
houses  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
might  easily  get  £5,000,000  increased 
revenue  instead  of  the  £1,700,000  that 
he  is  getting  now  under  this  new  taxation. 

(7.17.)  Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS 
(Glasgow,  Camlachie),  who  was  in- 
distinctly heard,  was  understood  to 
say :  I  venture  to  say  a  few  words 
in  this  debate  on  behalf  of  the  great 
trading  communities.  I  wish  to  say, 
on  behalf  of  the  trade  in  my  native  city 
and  trade  generally,  that  I  think  these 
duties  are  calculated  to  irritate  and  dis- 
turb trade  to  the  maximum.  The  trade 
of  the  country  is  not  in  a  condition  of 
great  prosperity.     The    prolongation  of 

Mr,  Ashton, 


the  war,  the  high  price  of  coal,  and  the 
cessation  of  production  of  gold  have  had  a 
very  great  effect  upon  it.  There  are 
times  and  occasions  when  trade,  though 
not  prosperous,  must  submit  and  pay 
heavy  imposts  when  they  are  necessary ; 
but  I  do  not  think  there  exists  at  the 
present  time  any  necessity  for  plac- 
ing the  additional  taxes  on  the 
trade  of  the  country  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposes 
to  place  upon  it.  What  is  the  necessity  ? 
It  is  plain  it  cannot  be  a  ^eat  necessity 
because  of  the  amounts.  We  are  face  to 
face,  roughly  speaking,  with  a  deficit  of 
£41,000,000,  and  can  it  be  said  to  be  a 
great  necessity  to  pick  out  £5,000,000 
and  say  it  is  a  CTeat  necessity  and  that 
trade  must  pay  it  ?  I  assume,  therefore, 
the  result  to  be  derived  from  these 
taxes  on  trade  being  so  insignificant  in 
amount,  that  it  cancot  be  an  essential  and 
absolute  crying  need.  Not  only  is  there 
no  crying  necessity  from  that  point  of 
view,  but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  to  deal  with  an  expenditure 
of  which  he  is  not  very  certain,  and  he 
has  therefore  estimated  on  a  large  scale. 
He  did  not  do  that  in  the  Budgets  of  the 
last  two  years;  the  supplementary 
Budgets  for  the  last  two  years  show 
that  on  those  occasions  he  did  not  lean 
in  this  direction  of  excess,  he  rather 
under-estimated 

♦  Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  did  not 
under-esbimate  last  year. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  :  I  beg  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon  ;  perhaps  I 
used  the  wrong  expression,  but  I  assumed 
from  his  own  statement  that  the  present 
Budget  is  a  Budget  which  has  been 
liberally  estimated.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  admitted  that  he  was  not 
able  to  estimate  the  contribution  which 
the  Transvaal  will  be  able  to  make.  On 
all  these  grounds  I  assume  there  is  no 
Imperial  necessity  for  the  imposition  of  the 
£5,000,000  of  new  taxes  which  we  have 
to  pay  under  this  Budget. 

I  may  be  told  that  it  is  necessary  to 
adjust  the  biu*den  of  taxation  as  between 
the  various  classes  of  the  community,, 
but  I  do  not  know  that  this  is  the 
time  to  adjust  the  burden  of  taxation 
as  between  those  various  classes.  Is 
this  £5,000,000  a  war  tax  or  an 
adjustment  of  the  burden  of  taxa- 
tion 1      In    the     very     necessary    task 
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of  adjusting  the  burden  of  taxation 
careful  consideration  should  be  given 
to  aU  conditions  involved,  and  proposals 
of  such  great  consideration  ought  not 
to  be  pressed  upon  the  Committee  at 
the  time  they  are  pressed  upon  us.  If 
Parliament  is  ever  to  review  our  existing 
system  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the 
burlen  of  taxation  as  between  the 
various  classes  of  the  community,  I 
submit  that  that  task  ought  not  to 
be  taken  at  a  time  when  we  are 
overburdened  by  the  necessities  of  the 
war. 

So  much  for  the  £5,000,000  which  is 
sought  to  be  placed  mainly   upon   the 
trade  of    the  country.     What  are  the 
tuxes  in   themselves?    I   do  not  say  a 
word   about    the    che^e    stamp  duty, 
because  it  is  not  profitable  to  slay  the 
slain,  but  in  passing  I  would  just  press 
on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  not 
to  listen  to   any   suggestions  as  to  dif- 
ferentiation on  the  question  of  this  stamp 
tax,  which  can  only  result  in  confusion 
and    annoyance  in    bunking   and  com- 
mercial circles,  and  difficulties  without 
end.     With  regard  to  the   income  tax, 
which  is  the  next  item,  the  income  tax  is 
regarded  by  many  as  a  splendid  war  tax 
if  it  be  justly  and  scientificially   levied. 
But  I  look  on  the  income  tax  from  this 
point  of  view — is  it  fair  % — :ind  not  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the    Exchequer.       I    submit   that     the 
income    tax  has  not  been  scientifically 
managed      by      Chancellors      of      the 
Exchequer.     It  has  not  been  kept  low, 
say  at  4d.  in  the  £,  and  then  pushed  up 
when  there  was  a  war,  as  it  should  have 
been.     That  is  not  the  way  it  has  been 
managed.     In  times  of  financial  difficulty 
it  has  always    been   the   practice  to  put 
something  on  the  income  tax.     I  venture 
to    say   a  word  on  behalf  of  the   poor 
payers  of  income  tax.     Take  the  position 
of  a  man  earning  £700  or  £800  a  year  ; 
he   has  to  pay  on  income   tax  £50,  or 
one-sixteenth    of   his   income,    wliich    is 
equivalent   to  giving    a    month    of   his 
time  to  the  public  service.      These  men 
who  have  this  large  proportion  of  income 
tax  to   pay  also  have  to  pay  their  full 
share  of  all  the  other  burdens  of  local 
and  Imperial  taxation,  and  they  have  not 
only  to  pay  for  their  living  but  to  make 
provisions  for  those  who  live  after  them. 
These  things  do  not  trouble  the  men  of 


property.  Let  us  get  back  to  the  income 
tax  as  an  elastic  war  tax,  to  be  used  only 
in  times  of  emergency,  and  keep  it  low 
in  times  of  peace.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  himself,  speaking  on 
this  topic  two  years  ago,  said  that 
if  the  income  tax  was  to  remain  at 
anything  like  the  pitch  at  which  it  has 
existed  during  the  last  two  years  its 
incidence  must  be  reconsidered.  Yet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  brought 
forward  a  scheme  for  increasing  the 
tax,  but  he  has  not  brought  forward 
any  scheme  for  the  reconsideration  of 
the  incidence  of  taxation.  It  is  a 
crushing  and  terrible  burden  upon  those 
who  have  to  bear  it  now,  especially  the 
poor  taxpayers. 

Now,  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  last  item,  the  com  tax.  In 
addressing  myself  to  that,  I  regret  ex- 
tremely to  find  myself  being  asked  again 
in  the  history  of  this  country  to  vote  for 
a  bread  tax.  I  had  hoped  that  no  Govern- 
ment would  have  resorted  to  such  an 
expedient  as  asking  the  House  to  vote  a 
tax  of  this  sort.  I  fear  this  can  only  be 
regarded  as  a  disguise,  and  a  thin  dis- 
guise, for  returning  to  the  doctrine  of 
Protective  duties.  I  believe  those  who 
look  on  sometimes  see  more  of  the  game 
than  those  who  play,  and  that  some  are 
jubilant  with  delight  at  this  tax.  Even 
in  the  newspapers  there  are  praises  given 
to  those  who  are  departing  from  the 
traditions  of  free  trade.  I  do  not  blame 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  least, 
because  I  believe  he  is  as  staunch  a 
free  trader  as  most  of  us,  but  I  must  say 
that  many  on  my  side  of  this  House 
think  this  is  a  very  great  departure  from 
some  of  the  most  glorious  traditions  of 
our  fiscal  policy. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  income  tax 
can  be  raised  or  reduced  with  compara- 
tive ease.  So  can  the  corn  tax.  The 
difficulty  is  not  to  raise  or  lower  the 
tax,  but  to  get  it  at  all.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  told  us  that  this 
is  a  small  tax,  and  that  the  amount  is 
of  no  consequence.  But  whether  it  is 
a  small  tax  or  a  large  one,  the  principle 
upon  which  it  is  dependent  is  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  face.  It  is  opposed  to  one  of  the 
canons  of  sound  finance.  It  is  a  tax  on 
the  prime  necessity  of  Hfe  of  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people,  and  on  that  ground 
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alone  it  ought  to  be  most  gravely  con- 
sidered by  this  House,  and,  I  think, 
strongly  opposed.  It  is  a  tax  only  a 
small  part  ot  which  will  find  its  way 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as 
is  illustrated  by  the  statement,  of  the 
hon.   Member  opposite   with  regard  to 


grain  to  29s.  I  put  my  price  up  as  well. 
Of  course  I  do;  everybody  does.  Take 
the  case  of  a  10s.  duty.  Is  it  not  obvious 
what  the  effect  will  be  1  If  you  burden 
the  importation  of  wheat  to  the  extent 
of  lOs.  or  whatever  the  amount  may  be, 
the  price  of  every  article  affected,  whether 


the  markets.    A  rise  of  3d.  per  cwt.  on   ^^  ^  ^^^^  grown  or  not,  goes  up  pro- 
wheat  is  practically  equivalent  to  Jd.  on  I  Pprtionately.      If  the  Chancellor  of  the 


a  four-pound  loaf.  But  bakers  do  not 
raise  their  prices  by  ^d;  there  is  no 
coin  to  express  it ;  they  resort 
to  the  easier  plan  of  increasing  the 
price    by  }d.    or^     But  the  farthing 


Exchequer  looks  at  the  newspapers  today 
he  will  find  it  recorded  that  the  price  of 
every  article  put  upon  the  Customs  list 
in  respect  of  this  tax  has  advanced  in 
exact  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 


has  practically  gone  out  of  vogue,  and  j  '^f.'  f^^solutely  regardlws  of  wnether  the 

the  great  bulUf  bakers  in  the  country  ^  ^f^ ."^^uK^T .^^''''t  "^  "°P°'Y' 
are  either  talking  of  doing  so  or  have  i  ^°^  T  ^         ' .      *  fT"  iTk^      '^ 
actuaUy  raised  the  price  b|  ^d.     If  the  :  "^""^  ^""^  "°'  «"   '''«  '"'  '"''^^  '^ 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expects  to 
get  £2,500,000  out  of  this  com  tex 
at  the  rate  of  Jd.  on  a  four-pound  loaf, 
it  follows  that  if  the  consumer  pays  ^. 
he  pays  £10,000,000  in  consequence  of 
the  operation  of  the  tax,  of  which,  as  I 
say,  the  Exchequer  benefits  to  the  extent 
of    only    £2,500,000.       I  *  cannot    but 


This  system  of  taxation  is  open  to 
another  very  grave  objection.  It  breaks 
up  that  simpHcitv  of  our  fiscal  system  in 
which  we  have  been  wont  to  take  pride. 
This  simple  tax  of  3d.  upon  wheat  has 
already  resulted  in  the  addition  of  about 
forty  articles  to  those  upon  which  duties 


**  Every  article  containio^  any  of  the  above 
ia  liible  to  taxatiuD.'* 


regard  that  as  a  very  serious  flaw  in  ;  have  to  be  charged.  Then,  at  the  end  of 
any  method  of  taxation.  If  I  am  right  ^^e  list,  there  is  the  statement  that — 
in  my  calculation,  it  means  that  this  is 
a  tax  which  the  people  will  pay  to  the 
extent  of  four  times  the  amount  by  1 1  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  in 
which  the  Exchequer  wiU  profit  by  its  consequence  of  that  little  remark  at  the 
infliction.  j  end  of  the  list,  the  forty  articles  to  which 

I  I  have  referred  were  largely  added  to. 
Another  objection  to  the  corn  tax  is  ,  Under  our  system  of  free  trade  we  have 
that  it  not  only  makes  the  consumer  '  had  an  experience  of  open  ports  which 
pay  more  for  those  articles  which  are  i  we  are  now  going  back  upon.  It  is  a 
imported,  but  that  it  also  raises  the  very  serious  matter  that  this  policy  of 
price  of  the  home  produce.  Mr.  Lowe  open  ports  is  to  be  changed  for  one  of 
when  he  abolished  this  tax  made  a !  Custom  House  restrictions.  My  noble 
similar  observation,  and  the  Chancellor  [  friend  below  me  says  that  the  tax  will 
of  the  Exchequer  remarked  that  it  was  not  benefit  the  English  farmer.  He  is 
a  beautiful  theory.  I  am  afraid  the  '  better  informed  than  many  of  his  friends, 
facts  have  borne  out  that  theory.  Anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  see 
because  the  day  after  this  duty  was  bow  the  incidence  of  the  proposed  tax  will 
imposed  the  price  of  corn  advanced  by  ^^^^^  English  farmers  will  discover  that 
exactly  the  amount  of  the  duty.  The  instead  of  giving  them  an  advantage  it  will 
statement  had  been  made  that  English    ^  *1"'^  ^^^  <^^*ier  way.    Those  who  grow 


wheat    did    not    advance,   that   English 


wheat  will  obtain  this  Is.  a  quarter.     But 


farmers  had  patriotically  declined  to  raise  |  ^^^^  about  those  who,  so  to  speak,  grow 
the  price  of  their  wheat,  but  that  foreign  '  cheese,  or  milk,  or  meat  1  These  will 
importers,  who  had  foreign  grain  in  '  have  to  pay  an  increased  price  for  their 
stock,  had  with  their  usual  wickedness  raw  n  materiab,  and  they  are  already 
and  perverseness  raised  their  prices.  I  stirring  in  the  matter.  Chambers  of 
The  contention  is  preposterous.  If  I  agriculture  are  passing  resolutions 
have  home  grown  grain  which  is  worth  |  insisting  that  foreign  beef  should  be 
30s.,  proportionat-ely  to  foreign  grain  at '  taxed  to  the  extent  of  3d.  per  cwt, 
288.,  the  moment  any  cause — particularly  I  Why  should  our  poor  farmers,  in 
a  duty — raised  the  price  of   the  foreign  '  addition    to    their    other   troubles,    be 
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compelled  to  pay  5s.  per  ton  more  for  I  politics,  but  who,  it  is  evident,  have  the 
their  raw  materiak  ?  Whatever  may  be  interests  of  their  constituents  at  heart. 
6aid  about  wheat-growing,  there  can  be  .  The  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 


no  doubt  that  the  production  of  meat  is 
the  most  prosperous  department  of  the 
farmers'  business,  and  yet  this  Govern- 
ment, which  takes  credit  for  being  the 
friend  pf  the  farmers,  and  which  has 
done  great  service  to  the  farmers,  has, 
under  this  system,  for  the  sake  of 
X2,500,000,  stirred  up  among  its 
farmer  friends  the  general  impression 
that  nothing  can  be  done  except  to 
impose  a  further  duty  upon  all  meat 
which  comes  from  abroad. 

I  feel  strongly  upon  this  subject.  I 
fear  ^he  Government  do  not  apprehend 
the  feeling  which  is  entertained  in  the 
the  country  on  this  matter.  They  are 
departing    from     the     fiscal    principles 

which  have  guided  this  country  through      _.  .  ,         -      ,  i  .  •      mi 

many   years.    If  it  is  the  intention  of  ■  ^^^^g  more  than  one  class,  which  will 
the  Government  to  impose  a  serious  tax    ^^^   ^^  suffered  to    drop,   even  if    he 
upon  the 
course,  I 


has  expressed,  as  everyone  acquainted 
with  Glasgow  must  know,  the  feeling 
which  is  very  widely  spread  in  that  great 
community.  I  believe  that  that  feeling 
is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  cities.  My  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  East  Perthshire,  in  his  short 
but  pointed  speech  the  other  night,  was 
the  first  to  indicate  that  in  some  respects 
this  tax  would  be  a  serious  injury  to  the 
farmers  and  breeders  of  cattle,  and  I 
should  not  be  the  least  surprised  to  find 
that  from  a  section  of  the  agricultural 
community  as  well  as  from  the  workers 
in  the  cities  there  comes  the  strongest 
opposition  to  the  proposal  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  raised 
question    of  the    greatest    difficulty, 


a 


food  of  the  people,  then,  of 
doing  them  no  injustice. 


am 


succeeds  in  pressing  through  the  measure 

_  which   he  has    unfortunately    for    the 

What  they  are  doTng  is  certainly  making  !  n^oment  launched, 
the  people  suspicious  and  giving  them  But  I  rose,  not  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
the  impression  that  that  is  the  intention,  cussing  the  com  tax — we  are  to  have  an 
Men  pray  not  to  be  led  into  the  ways  opportunity  of  considering  that  tomorrow 
of  temptation.  What  about  the  tempta- 1  night>— but  to  advert  to  a  remark  of  the 
tion   to  right    hon.  Gentlemen  who  in    Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer   when   ^•- 


m- 


the  future  sit  in  the  seat  of  the  troducing  the  Budget.  The  right  hon. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer?  They  i  ^^^^^^^^^^  said  that  in  imposing  new 
will  be  subjected  to  a  very  grave  taxation  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
temptation.  This  wiU  be  the  easiest  way  ^ug^t  ^  have  two  things  in  view— first, 
for  them  to  raise  money.  The  Govern- '  ^°^^  ^^®  ^^  ®**^"'^  "^^  '^T  «;fl  *"^*^)"^g 
ment  were  returned  to  protect  the  Union.  ,  "*f^®'  *"^'  next  that  it  should  produce 
In  my  opinion,  I  may  be  wrong-I  hope  I  !  f  ^^ge  return.  W  e  all  recognised  the 
am-they  are   stirring  up  an  agitation   ^^''^  ^^  ^^*^  observation,  and   we  were 


which  will  cause  throughout  the  country 
very  strong   feelings  of   suspicion,    and 
which  may    have     far    more  effect  on 
the  result  of  the  next  election  than  they    cheou 
have  any  idea  of.      As    for   mvself,   1 1  -„^i 
«till     remam     a     strong    and     faithful 


proportionately  surprised  to  find  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  immediately  afterwards 
proposing    a    tax   open    to    both    those 


objections,  viz.,  the  additional  penny  on 
es.     I   can   hardly   conceive  a  tax 
more    likely    to     create    vexation    and 
,1         ^      r   ^i_  •      - 1      .        1  .  1    T    annoyance  out   of  all  proportion  to  the 

ri  ^  the  prmaples  to  which  I  |  ^n^^unt  of  return.  By  thiTtime  those  of 
waa  pledged  but  I  would  follow  no  man,  ^  ^^  ^ho  read  the  daily  Press  must  have 
not    even   this    Government,    m to  the ,  perceived   that    that  is    the    case.      In 


lobby 

while 

highest    degree,  and     which,    if    again 

resorted  to,  will  be  equally  disastrous. 


m   support  of  a    system   which  j  Scotland   there  is  as  much  irritation  on 
It  lasted     was  disastrous  in    the  ;  the  subject  as  there  evidently  is  among 

the  country  bankers,  for  whom  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  spoke,  and  as  there  is 
among  the  bankers  in  the  City,  who  have 
(7.42.)  Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  held  a  meeting  today  on  the  subject.  I 
I  cannot  help  feeling  pleased  that  '  need  not  repeat  what  has  been  said  as  to 
a  decided  note  has  been  struck  by  two  the  annoyance  the  tax  will  create  or  as  to 
Scottish  Members  with  whom  I  have  not  the  difficulty  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
the  pleasure  of    agreeing    in     general    find  in  introducing  any  modification   of 
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the  proposal.  The  matter  is  really 
not  irritating  to  those  of  us  who  use 
cheques  merely  for  private  purposes.  An 
additional  lOs.  or  15s.  a  year  is  a  very 
small  matter.  But  it  will  seriously  affect 
many  kinds  of  businesses  in  which  great 
numbers  of  cheques  for  small  amounts  are 
drawn.  I  have  had  a  letter  giving  the  case 
of  a  firm  which  does  a  very  large  business, 
and  which  gives  small  bonuses  on  cases 
which  are  returned.  It  pays  these  small 
bonuses  by  cheques,  which  exceed  in 
number  the  enormous  total  of  30,CK)0  a 
year.  For  a  firm  of  that  kind  to  be 
debarred,  as  it  would  be,  from  paying 
those  amounts  by  cheques,  would  be  a 
great  inconvenience  and  annoyance,  and 
might  possibly  induce  it  to  give  up  what 
they  had  found  to  be  a  profitable  mode 
of  doing  business.  Then  there  are  firms 
which  have  adopted  the  admirable  prin- 
ciple of  dividing  their  profits  with  their 
employees,  and  at  frequent  intervals  they 
pay,  as  a  sort  of  bonus,  these  shares  of 
the  profits  in  small  cheques.  That  is  a 
practice  which  I  am  afraid  will  in  many 
cases  be  given  up  if  this  proposal  is 
adhered  to.  We  ought  to  be  exceedingly 
slow  to  adopt  any  tax  which  can  directly 
operate  as  a  discouragement  to  thrift,  and 
I  am  assured  by  those  who  know  the  work- 
ing classes  that  this  proposal  will  discour- 
age the  opening  of  small  bankingaccounts. 
A  great  many  people  who  now  find  it  an 
advantage  to  keep  small  banking  ac- 
counts will  not  keep  those  accounts  if 
they  have  to  pay  this  extra  penny  upon 
cheques.  Then  again,  when  a  small 
cheque  is  paid  to  a  workman,  he  is  less 
likely  to  spend  it  when  it  takes  the  form 
of  something  to  put  in  the  bank,  and  if 
that  small  amount  was  paid  to  him  in 
the  form  of  cash  the  workman  would  be 
much  more  likely  to  spend  it.  Those 
are  two  illustrations  of  the  wav  the 
present  system  of  cheques  operates  to 
promote  thrift  amongst  working  people. 
I  am  sure  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
will  be  the  last  person  to  wish  to  dis- 
courage habits  of  that  kind,  and  if  he 
finds  upon  inquiry  that  these  statements 
are  true  and  that  the  effect  of  this  extra 
tux  on  cheques  would  have  the  effect  of 
discouraging  thrift,  I  cannot  help  think 
ing  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
agree  to  reconsider  this  tax.     The  growth 

of  our  present  banking  system  is  a  natural 

growth;  it  is  the  product  of  the  new 

Mr,  Jiryce, 


commercial  conditions  of  the  last  thirty 
or  forty  years ;  and  wo  ought  to  be  very- 
slow  to  interfere  with  what  has  been  a 
natural  development  of  economic  forces^ 
which  we  know  from  employers,  and 
from  the  banking  community,  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  paying  these  large  sums, 
is  a  development  which  has  been  attended 
with  very  great  convenience.  I  hope 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  makea 
his  promised  statement  he  will  be  able 
to  t(4l  us  that  he  intends  to  substitute 
something  else  for  this  tax. 

(7.50.)  Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon- 
Trent) :  I  think  the  income  taxpayers 
are  somewhat  hardly  dealt  with  by  the 
Budget  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  the  bankers  will  not 
thank  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  his  Budget.  In  a  time  of  profound 
peace  we  had  an  income-tax  of  8d.  in 
the  X,  and  year  by  year  it  has  been 
gradually  increased  since  the  war.  A 
larger  sum  ought  to  have  been  found  by 
the  War  Loan,  and  no  further  recourse 
ought  to  have  been  had  to  the  income- 
tax  payers.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer should  have  displayed  more 
originality.  The  extra  penny  on  cheques 
is  a  needless  and  irritating  tax,  which  I 
believe  has  been  condemned  from  one 
end  of  the  countrv  to  the  other.  A 
banker  said  to  me  that  a  more  silly  and 
idiotic  tax  he  had  never  beard  of— that 
the  only  thing  that  could  compare  with 
it  was  the  match  tax,  and  he  believed 
that  this  was  a  worse  tax  than  that.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  has  occurred  to 
the  Chance'lor  of  the  Exchequer  that  if 
the  effect  of  this  tax  results  in  drawing 
a  large  number  of  cheques  from, 
being  used,  then  undoubtedly  more 
coin  will  have  to  be  employed.  Only 
a  few  years  ago  we  had  to  find 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  restor- 
ation of  gold  coins  to  their  nominal 
value,  and  I  should  like  to  know  if  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  prepared 
to  bring  in  another  Gold  Coinage  Act. 
If  this  change  produces  more  wear  and 
tear  of  our  coins,  then  the  Exchequer 
will  be  called  upon  to  restore  those 
coins  to  their  nominal  value.  There  i« 
another  subject  on  which  I  complain 
very  much.  We  have  been  told  that 
later  on  in  the  session  we  are  to  be 
called  upon  to  provide  another  dole  for 
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our  West  Indian  Colonies.  I  should  be  remedied  by  the  imposition  of  such  a 
only  too  happy  to  give  them  any  tax  as  I  have  suggested, 
assistance  to  which  they  are  legitimately  Undoubtedly  the  ordinary  expenditure 
entitled,  but  for  the  last  six  or  seven  ^f  ^Yi\a  country  has  gone  up  by  leaps 
years  our  West  Indian  Colonies  have  '  ^nd  bounds  in  recent  years.  I  do  not 
been  clamouring  for  countervaiUng  ^  t^ow  whether  the  First  Lord  of  the 
duties  upon  sugar.  Because  the  Govern-  Treasury  will  allow  me  to  caU  his 
ment  refused  to  give  our  West  Indian  '  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  increase  in 
subjects  the  remedy  they  desire,  I  do  not  ^j^^  ordinary  expenditure  of  this  country 
think  that  is  any  ground  for  coming  to  teg^n  in  the  year  when  his  new  Supply 
the  British  taxpayer  for  another  dole  Rule  came  into  operation.  If  you  reduce 
for  the  unfortunate  Colonists  in  the  ^^^e  amount  of  criticism  with  regard  to 
West  Indies.  Supply,  you  wUI  find  all  the  Departments 

will  take  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the 
Last  year  we  imposed  a  tax  upon  coal,  watchful  eye  of  the  House  is  withdrawn 
and  I  entirely  agree  that  every  year  the  from  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the 
necessity  of  keeping  us  much  coal  in  country,  and  they  will  spend  money  just 
these  Islands  increases.  What  has  been  as  fast  as  they  like,  and  spend  it  in  any 
the  result  of  the  coal  tax  ?  The  Chan-  direction  they  choose.  I  hope  that  fact 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposed  a  tax  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  First 
of  Is.  per  ton  as  an  export  duty  upon  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he  comes  to 
coal,  and  then  he  proceeded  to  exempt  deal  with  this  question,  and  I  hope 
all  existing  contracts.  The  right  hon.  greater  opportunities  will  be  given  lor 
Gentleman  could  have  cot  another  controlling  the  enormous  expenditure  of 
£500,000  this  year  if  he  nad  not  ex-  this  country.  It  is  a  fact  that  if  any 
empted  existing  contracts.  If  the  right  one  suggests  any  reform  the  Chancellor 
hon.  Gentleman  desires  to  make  the  of  the  Exchange  at  once  does  his  best  to 
coal  tax  effective  he  ought  to  raise  it  to  snuff  him  out  at  once.  If  the  Chancellor 
2s.  6d.,  because  it  is  a  vital  matter  to  of  the  Exchequer  wishes  to  have  a  re- 
this  country  that  we  should  keep  the  duction  in  the  expenditure  of  this 
coal  here.  There  is  plenty  of  use  for  country  he  should  show  that  he  is  deter- 
the  coal  in  this  country,  and  having  mined  to  introduce  economy  himself, 
regard  to  the  very  high  price  which  and  not  content  himself  with  delivering 
coal  has  reached,  something  ought  to  long  orations  on  the  virtues  of  economy, 
be  done  to  keep  the  coal  at  home  I  am  afraid  that  this  Budget  will  not 
to  be  used  by  our  own  manufacturers,  give  satisfaction  to  the  country  at  large. 
If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  I  feel  certain  that  as  far  as  manu- 
requires  another  scource  to  tax  I  facturers  are  concerned  they  will  con- 
can  suggest  a  means  of  raising  a  very  sider  it  one  of  the  most  unfortunate 
considerable  sum  which  would  at  the  Budgets  we  have  had  for  many 
same  time  assist  our  manufacturers,  years.  (S.5.) 
My  suggestion  is  that   he   should  place 

a  tix  on  exported  china  clay  and  marl  (8.32.)  Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardine- 
clav.  This  clay  is  only  found  in  Corn-  shire) :  The  widespread  opposition  which 
wall,  Devon,  and  Dorset.  Such  a  tax  is  felt  to  this  Budget  in  the  country, 
would  be  of  great  assistance  to  our  and  which  has  manifested  itself  so 
china  and  earthenware  manufacturers,  strongly  tonight  in  the  almost  uniform 
At  the  present  time  a  great  deal  of  china  condemnation  brought  against  it  by  hon. 
clay  is  shipped  to  the  Continent,  and  Gentlemen  opposite,  relieves  me  from 
continental  manufacturers  are  actually  the  temptation  to  inflict  a  long  speech 
able  to  get  it  cheaper  than  our  own  on  the  Committee  But  there  is  one 
manufacturers  in  the  Midlands  on  point  on  which  I  should  like  to  say  a 
account  of  railway  rates  in  this  country  few  words.  I  know  very  well  that  if 
whereas  the  Continental  manufacturers  I  were  to  speak  on  the  question  of 
have  only  to  pay  the  cost  of  transport  by  the  corn  duty,  I  should  not  in  the  least 
sea.  It  is  a  great  hardship  that  our  influt-nce  the  hon  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
English  manufacturers  should  be  sub-  tary  to  the  Treasury,  and  still  less  the 
jected  to  this  drawback,  which  could  be    right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
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the  Exchequer.  I  am  also  well  aware 
that  if  I  were  to  follow  the  cou  se 
adopted  by  some  of  my  hon.  friends, 
And  were  to  lay  before  the  Committee 
the  particular  schemes  which  I  should 
have  adopted  had  I  been  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  they  would  not  receive 
that  consideration  which,  in  my  opinion, 
they  would  deserve.  Therefore,  unlike 
my  hon.  friends,  I  shall  not  throw  away 
pearls  of  financial  wisdom  tonight.  There 
is,  however,  one  point  in  the  Budget  on 
which  I  understand  the  mind  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  in  a 
3tate  approaching  penitence,  and  that 
is  the  question  of  the  additional  penny 
stamp  on  cheques.  I  think  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  is  very  much 
misled  indeed  if  he  supposes  that  it 
is  merely  the  users  of  small  cheques 
who  will  be  hit  by  this  particular  tax. 
I  can  assure  him  that  small  tradespeople 
will  suffer  very  severely  from  it.  I  will 
take  the  case  of  a  small  village  shop- 
keeper or  tradesman  who  is  making 
£}  50  or  <£160  a  year  out  of  his  business. 
I  have  inquired  of  country  bankers  of 
some  experience  in  my  own  constituency 
as  to  the  habits  of  these  people,  and  I 
find  that  they  would  probably  cash  four 
cheques  a  week  for  sums  varying  from  £2 
to  £b.  The  additional  penny  in  such  a 
case  will  mean  that  you  are  actually  put- 
ting an  equivalent  of  3d.  in  the  pound 
income  tax  on  that  man's  income.  Not 
only  that,  but  the  tax  will  fall  heaviest 
on  the  industrious  man  who  turns  over 
his  capital  most  frequently,  because  the 
more  cheques  he  draws  the  heavier  the 
tax  will  fall  on  him.  The  effect  will  be 
that  these  small  tradesmen  will  cease  to 
deposit  their  money  in  banks  as  at 
present,  and  will  keep  it  in  their  tills 
which  will  lead  to  a  very  considerable 
increase  in  burglary.  When  I  say  that, 
it  must  not  be  thought  that  I  am  draw- 
ing on  my  imagination,  I  am  assured 
that  will  be  the  result.  When  the  Scotch 
banks  some  years  ago  ceased  to  pay  a 
small  rate  of  interest  on  ordinary  deposits, 
the  small  shopkeepers  kept  more  money 
in  their  tills  than  they  used,  and  the 
consequence  was  a  very  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  small  burglaries  in 
country  shops.  I  feel  perfectly  certain 
that  if  this  tax  is  insisted  on  it  will  have 
a  similar  effect  1  am  sure  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  is 
Mr,  Crambie, 


honestly  minded,  has  no  desire  to  en- 
courage burglary,  but  if  this  tax  is 
insisted  on  that  will  be  the  result. 

(8.38.)  Mr.  hartley  (IsUngton,  N.) : 
I  think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
must  consider  that  although  the  Budget 
has  not  been  enthusiastically  received,  it 
certainly  has  not  met  with  any  serious 
opposition  in  the  House.  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  special  subject 
for  today,  namely,  the  income  tax.  I 
have  always  taken  a  very  great  interest 
in  that  tax,  and  although  I  must  can- 
didly acknowledge  that  I  do  not  Uke  the 
increase,  still  I  feel  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  been  right  in  putting 
it  on,  inasmuch  as  he  has  made  a  new 
departure  in  enlarging  indirect  taxa- 
tion. The  proportion  of  direct  to  in- 
direct taxation  is  so  important  that  I 
think  it  would  be  unfair,  if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  proposed  to  raise 
a  large  amount  by  indirect  taxation, 
without  at  the  same  time  increas- 
ing direct  taxation.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Hadding- 
ton referred  to  the  system  which 
is  met  with  in  some  countries — I  think 
in  France  and  in  America — of  having 
different  rates  of  income  tax  for  what 
are  called  spontaneous  incomes — that  is, 
incomes  derived  from  investments,  and 
for  incomes  derived  from  current  labour. 
On  several  occasions  I  brought  up  a 
Resolution  m  this  House  that  this  should 
be  carried  out.  I  have  always  felt  that 
it  would  be  much  fairer  and  wiser  if  our 
income  tax  were  based  on  a  different 
system,  and  that  a  man  who  is  simply 
depending  on  what  he  earns  should  be 
treated  mfferently  from  a  man  who 
derives  his  income  from  investments 
That  would  make  an  enormous  difference. 
The  man  who  enjoys  a  spontaneous  in- 
come benefits  because  he  has  not  to  pro- 
vide for  insurance  and  other  matters  which 
other  men  are  bound  to  provide  for  and  which 
is  a  serious  tax  on  their  incomes.  I  have 
therefore  always  felt  that  there  shoukl  t)e 
a  new  scheme  arranged.  Some  years  a^o  I 
suggested  that  there  should  be  a  new  scheme 
arranged  to  meet  that.  In  those  days 
things  were  comparatively  quiet,  and  Mr. 
Gladstone  and  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Monmouth  and  Mr.  Gbschen  all  objected 
to  making  the  alteration  in  this  very  large 
tax,  and  in  those  days  it  was  not  needed. 
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Now,  with  the  war  upon  us,  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  could  1>e 
done,  but  it  is  reasonable  to  hope  that  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  it  can  l>e 
considered.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
income  tax  is  not  a  fair  tax,  and  will  not 
l)e  until  some  great  change  is  made  with 
regard  to  these  two  branches  of  income. 
It  certainly  seems  unfair  that  a  man  who 
trades  on  his  brains,  so  to  speak,  should 
pay  the  same  as  a  man  whose  income  is 
spontaneous.  I  think  it  could  be  worked 
out,  and  some  time,  vrhen  we  have  returned 
to  our  normal  condition,  I  hope  we  shall 
get  a  Chancellor  of  Exchequer  bold 
enough  to  enter  into  this  matter. 
There  is  another  matter  in  connec- 
tion with  the  income  tax  to  which 
I  might  refer,  and  that  is,  that  it  used 
to  be  what  its  name  professes  it  to  be — 
a  tax  upon  income ;  and  it  always  should 
bo  maae  a  tax  on  the  actual  income 
a  man  enjoys.  But  there  are  scores  of 
cases  where  this  is  not  the  case.  First  of 
all,  the  tax  is  arrived  at  on  the  three 
years  system,  which  is  a  very  l)ad  system 
and  often  works  hardly  and  unfairly ; 
but  the  tax  often  includes  a  number  of 
other  matters,  such  as  machinery  and 
patents,  on  which  there  is  no  real  income 
at  all.  I  remember  the  case  of  a  company 
absolutely  workins;  at  a  considerable  loss 
and  paving  income  tax  at  the  same  time. 
Many  hon.  Gentlemen  will  recognise  that 
that  is  correct.  Many  people  pay  a  very 
much  larger  sum  for  income  tax  than 
they  are  earning.  That  should  be  gone 
into. 

Then  comes  the  question  of  exemption. 
I  always  regarded  exemption  as  the 
bottom  of  the  scale.  Of  course,  theo- 
retically, everybody  should  pay  on  their 
income,  but  the  main  difficulty  is  to  get 
at  a  real  estimate  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country.  It  is  very  large,  but  its  ramifica- 
tions are  so  great  and  its  complexity  is  so 
great  that  one  hesitates  to  approach  it. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  if  we  could  get 
a  return  of  all  the  incomes  it  would  be 
an  easy  method  of  collecting  this  tax,  but 
at  the  Iwttora  of  the  scale  it  would  be 
impossible  to  collect  income  tax,  and 
thi'refore  I  think  exemptions  are  fair. 
Hut  I  think  we  went  to  the  extreme  limit 
some  time  ago.  The  income  tax  is  very 
easily  collected  ;  it  represents  a  large  sum, 
but  it  does  hear  hardly  on  those  at  the 
bottom  of  the  scale.  In  my  opinion, 
nothing  shows  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  this  country   more  than   the  income 


tax  returns.     It  seems  to  me  a  matter 
for    congratulation  that  the  increase  of 
the  revenue  from  this  tax  still  goes  on 
in  spite  of  the  exemptions.     It  is,  I  ima- 
gine,  from  the  bottom  of  the  scale  th  re 
is  a  gradual   rising  up   to  a  position  of 
prosperity    and  success.     This  tax  is  of 
enormous  benefit   to  the  country.     We 
used  to   think   that   a  million    was   the 
proper  figure   to  obtain   from  an  extra 
penny — a   little  over  a   million   a  short 
time  ago  gave  cause  for  great  satisfaction. 
Now  we  have  it  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  it  is  £2,500,000.     I  think 
that,     inasmuch     as   this   tax    produces 
this    enormous    sum,    when    the   times 
become     normal,     arrangements    should 
be  made  so  that   this   tax   should    only 
}ye  paid  on  actual  income ;  and  I  hope  I  may 
live  to   see   the  day   when  a  difference 
will   be    made    between    industrial    and 
spontaneous    incomes.      When    I   dealt 
with  this  subject  some  time  ago,  I  think 
I  said   the   man  at   the   bottom   of  the 
scale  paid  the  heaviest  income  tax,  aud 
I  also  said  that  men  who  make  a  large 
fortune  and  get  on  tolerably  well  paid 
the  smallest  amount  in  taxation  of  any- 
body, and  I  still  think  they  do  ;  but  the 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Monmouth,  has,  I 
must  say,  largely  set  that  anomaly  right  by 
the  death  duties  which  he  created,  the 
principle  of   which    I   strongly  approve. 
There  is  no  doubt  he  does  there   catch 
the  man  who  make^  a  large  fortune,  and 
taxes  it  very  heavily  when  the  man  who 
made  it  leaves  this  world  for  a  better. 
But  in  spite  of  the  death  duties,  which,  I 
think,   make    the   general    incidence    of 
taxation   fairer,    I   think   the   whole   in- 
cidence of  taxation  should  be  something 
like  a  knapsack,  properly  packed,  and  so 
adjusted  to  the    l)uck  that  it  should  not 
rub  in  any  particular  place. 

The  subject  of  cheque  stamps  has  been 
referred  to,  and  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  upon  that  subject.  I  did  say  a 
word  or  two  when  it  was  first  broached  ; 
I  said  it  would  throw  a  great   deal   of 

frit  into  the  commercial  machine.  I 
ave  seen  and  hoard  a  good  deal  since 
then,  and  I  think  the  expression  I  used 
then  was  correct.  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced it  will  not  bring  in  what  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchetjuer  thinks  it 
will,  but  I  also  think  that  any  differential 
duty  would  be  far  more  injurious  than 
the  2d.  rate  itself.  I  would  sooner  see  a 
larger  rate   than  a  differential  rate.      I 
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therefore  urge  this  one  point  on  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  hope  he 
will  do  away  with  this  tax  altogether 
before  the  Budget  goes  through,  but  if  he 
does  not,  I  hope  he  will  not  make  a 
•differential  tax. 

Then,  Sir,  there  is  the  reduction  of  the 
Debt.     I  have  always  been  one  of  those 
who  objected  to  the  suspension  of  the 
Sinking  Fund.    I  think  we  are  not  paying 
off  this  enormous  Debt  fast  enough,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  wiser  if  we  had  made 
a    greater    effort    in    a    time    of    great 
prosperity.     I   have  always  objected  to 
the  reduction  of  the  fixed  sum,  fixed  by 
Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  for  the  reduction 
of  the   Debt.     I  think  it  is  a  mistake. 
I  quite  agree  that  it  would  have  been 
wiser  if  we  had  paid  more  of  the  cost 
of    this  war  out  of  income  instead  of 
borrowing  so  much   as   we  have  done. 
I  am  a  strong  advocate  for  the  principle 
that    in    case    of    war    or    some    great 
-emergency     the      public     should      feel 
largely  the  effect  of  the  policy,  what- 
ever it  might  be.     And,   although   the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  laid  a 
good  deal  of  the  cost  of  this  war  on 
general  taxation,   I  should  have  agreed 
certainly  to  let  the  present  generation, 
those  who  decided  for  this  war,  to  have 
paid  more  than  they  have  done  and  are 
doing  at  the  present  time.     It  is  a  matter 
of  principle,  and  a  matter  to  show  the 
stability    of    our    country.      When    we 
determine  upon  a  line  of  policy,  it   is 
desirable  to  bring  it  home  to  the  people 
hy  putting  the  cost  on  the  present  genera- 
tion.    Although  I   think   we  could   not 
have   paid  all   the    cost   of  the  war  at 
present,  1   think    we   should  have  paid 
more  than  we  have  done.     I   hope  this 
tax  ni  the  future  will  be  put  on  the  new 
Colonies.    I  should  not  agree  to  anything 
being  laid   on   them  now,  because  they 
cannot  afford  it,  but  I  visited  the  country 
just  before  the  war,  and  I  think  that  in  the 
future  ^£30,000,000  or  £50,000,000  could 
be    laid    upon   them    without    crippling 
them,  and  that  it  would  be  a  profitable 
investment  for  us  in  a  few  years. 

Now  just  one  word  about  the  growing 
expenditure  of  this  country.  1  have 
always  been  an  advocate  for  economy  in 
every  possible  way,  and  one  of  the 
reasons  why  I  think  we  should  have  paid 
more  of  our  Debt  is  because  I  know  it  is 
one  of  the  few  practical  ways  of  arriving 
at  economy.  We  are  raising  money  to 
pay  our  expenditure,  and  we  have  to  pay 

Ifr.  Bartley, 


interest,  and  that  is  thrown  also  on  the 
growing  burden.     But  what   is  the   use 
of  talking  of  reducing  the  growing  ex- 
penditure when  people  generally  have  set 
their  minds  on  getting  better  salaries  t 
Of  course  everybody  would  like  to  see 
everybody    else    get    higher  up  in   the 
social    scale.      We    do    not    grudge   it, 
!  Merely  for  political  capital,  we  are  always 
increasing  the  expenditure,  and  it  is  idle 
for  us  to  come  here  and  accuse  the  Govern- 
ment of  increasing  it  when  hon.  Members 
complain     that    we    are    not    spending 
enough.       One    hon.    Member  said    we 
I  were  only  spending  £25,000,000  a  year 
on  education.     Well,  I  have  spent  a  great 
part  of  my  life  in  education.     For  twenty 
years   I   was   at    the    Science  and    Art 
Department.   I  had  the  honour  of  receiv- 
ing a  letter  from  Mr.  Forster,  after  the 
passing  of  the  Education  Act,  thanking 
me  for  what  I  had  done  and  saying  I  had 
materially  helped  him  in  that  controversy. 
Therefore,  in  what  I  say,  it  cannot  he 
thought  that  I  do  not  advocate   proper 
education.     But  can  anyone  contend  that 
we  really  get  £25,000,000  worth  of  ^ood 
out  of  the  money  we  spend  on  education  t 
Can  any  one  say  that  that  £25,000,000, 
if  properly  applied,  would   not  produce 
infinitely  better  results  %    A  very  much 
smaller  simi  ought   to  provide  a  much 
better  system    of    education  than   that 
which  we  possess. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Haddingtonshire 
says  that  he  wishes  that  our  expenditure 
may    largely   increase.       Well,    we    are 
going  to  increase  it.     We  are  going   to 
establish   secondary  education,   and    we 
are  going  to  spend  more  money.     Only 
on  Saturday  last  I  was  looking  over  an 
institution    of    the    Girls*     Public    Day 
School  Company,  with  which  1  am  con- 
nected.    That  Company  was  started  for 
educational    purposes  for  children   who 
could  pay  a  good  fee.     They  pay  on  an 
average  £15  a    year.      We   have   now 
thirty  or  forty  schools,  10,000  pupils,  and 
an  income  of  about  £150,000  a  vear  in 
fees.  The  Company  is  successful ;  we  have 
paid  5  per  cent,  dividend,  and  are  now 
paying  4  per  cent. ;  we  have  reser\'e  ami 
sinking  funds ;  and  out  of  the  estimates 
voted  by  this  House    we    receive    over 
£1,000.       About     one -fourth     of     our 
dividend  is  paid  by  taxation.     That  may 
be  a  very  good  thing,  but  that  is  the  way 
these  increases  are  made.     If  you  do  that 
for  our  Company,  are  you  going  to  do 
it  for   everybody  else  ?    Of  course  you 
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4u*e,  and  that  means  an  enormous  increase  |  day  when  both  sides  will  look  into  this 
in  that  way.  Then  there  are  old  age  i  matter.  Let  there  be  absolute  liberality 
pensions,  and  other  things  that  are  in  such  matters  as  the  Navy,  which  I 
wanted,  and  so  our  expenditure  goes  on  |  consider  vital  as  an  insurance  for  our 
increasing.  I  agree  tnat  these  matters  existence,  but  let  us  not  waste  money  as 
are  very  important,  and  I  am  not  so  ]  we  do,  in  many  ways  at  present.  The 
young  and  hopeful  as  to  think  that  we  '  great  mass  of  the  people  —rich  as  some 
should  succeed  in  reducing  our  expendi-  -  may  be — are  very  poor,  and  the  taxes 
ture.  I  have  been  in  this  House  now  !  fall  very  heavily  on  the  backbone  of  the 
for  nearly  twenty  years,  but  I  have  never  '  country  the  people  who  really  work  and 
seen  a  real  reduction  made  in  anything.  { labour,  and  those  who  represent,  as  I  do. 
The  only  reduction  I  have  witnessed  is  and  have  worked  amon^t  the  poorer 
one  meaning  that  the  Vote  in  question  is  people,  know  that  the  bulk  of  them  have 
not  large  enough.  That  is  the  way  we  to  consider,  not  the  shillings,  but  the 
do  everything.  The  law  does  not  allow  '  pence ;  and  in  adjusting  ana  arranging 
U8  to  move  to  increase  a  Vote,  which  is  our  expenditure  so  as  to  maintain  the 
perhaps  a  good  thing,  so  we  do  it  in  the  glorious  power  of  the  country  in  all 
way  1  have  mentioned.  Unless  we  take  directions,  we  ought  to  be  careful  that 
this  matter  very  seriously  in  hand  and  we  do  not,  for  our  individual  or  fashion- 
apportion  our  total  expenditure  on  some  able  fads,  throw  a  burden  upon  these 
systematic  plan,  I  cannot  see  how  it  j  people  which  they  are  really  hardly  able 
can  ever  be  reduced.     We  talk   about    to  bear. 

the  constitutional  right  of  consider-  (9.9.)  Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swan- 
ing  the  Estimates.  I  should  be  the  last  ^^^  District) :  I  agree  with  many  of  the 
to  say  a  word  gainst  the  rights  of  private  weighty  and  judicial  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Members  to  debate  the  Estimates,  but  Member  opposite  with  regard  to  the 
can  any  sane  man  say  that  our  debates  income  tax  and  the  stamp  duty,  and 
tend,  or  are  likely  to  tend,  towards  an  ^^^  ^^^  g^^^^  ^£  ^j^^  ^^^^  general  con- 
efficient  control  of  the  expenditure  of  the  elusions  with  wUch  he  ended  his  speech, 
country?  It  is  an  absurdity  to  suggest  ,  j  ^^  ^^^  .^^^^^  tofoUow  him  into  those 
It.     In  considering  the  Estimates,  we  do    ^^^^^  ^^^  ^      .    ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

not  take  them  as  a  whole.  An  hon.  observations  in  regard  to  a  point  which 
Member  is  interested  m  some  particular  |  ^^  ^^^  ^^^j^^  ^^^     g      ^ 

matter.     That  particular  matter  is   run    .       „      -^  ^  . .         c         -  ^  ^*  i 

on  the  raUs,  and,  possibly,  occupies  the  '^«  ^'^  representative  of  an  mdustnal 
whole  of  the  evening.  The  beTring  of  constituency  situated  m  a  part  of  the 
the  Estimates  as  a  whole  is  not  con-  country  which  has  been  very  progressive 
sidered.  We  do  not  consider  how  many  ^"^"^  ^^e  last  two  generatiouB,  I  think 
millions  we  should  devote  to  one  subject,  ^^*^  under  existing  circumstance  the 
and  how  many  to  another,  and  work  them  I  Ff^f  c  of  that  part  do  not  regard  the 
as  best  we  can,  as  any  ordinary  firm  i  Budget  as  one  of  a  very  controversial 
would  do.  We  depend  too  much  on  the  character  except  m  regard  to  the  corn 
Government.  The  only  iuHuences  in  the  duty,  which  we  shall  be  able  to  discuss 
direction  of  reducing  expenditure  are  to-morrow.  But  last  year  the  Chan- 
practically  those  of  the  Treasury  and  cellor  of  the  Exchequer  imposed  an  ex- 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Thev  ,  port  duty  on  coal.  Many  of  us  were  op- 
very  often  do  their  work  extremely  well,  posed  to  that  duty.  The  right  hon. 
and,  in  consequence,  become  unpopular ; '  Gentleman  met  us  in  many  ways  fairly 
])ut  unless  we  had  some  control  such  as  enougL  He  made  concessions  in  regard 
that  vested  in  the  Treasury,  our  expendi-  to  patent  fuel  and  existing  contracts 
ture  would  l)ecome  (luite  excessive.  This  which  were  gratefully  accepted  by  persons 
is  a  matter  in  which  I  am  keenly  inter-  interested.  I  do  not  complain  of  his 
ested.  I  should  like  to  see  some  efficient  action  in  continuing  the  tax  this  year, 
control  over  our  expenditure.  I  do  not  but  I  rise  in  order  that  our  silence  may 
say  that  the  country  should  be  run  in  a  .  not  be  taken  as  implying  assent  to  the 
niggardly  or  cheap  fashion.  We  are  rich  ]  propositions,  which  have  been  advanced 
enough  to  be  able  to  do  what  is  right '  by  the  Government.  In  introducing  the 
and  proper,  but  we  are  not  rich  enough  i  Budget,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said— 
to  waste  money.  I  hope,  as  soon  as  »«Onthe  whole,  bo  far  aa  the  experience  of 
normal  times  return,  there  will  come  a  '  thin  last  year  goes,  there  has  been  no  ground 
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vhatever  shown  for  those  prophecies  of  ruin  to  ]  compared  with  some  other  places  to  which 
our  great  coal-mining  and  exporting  industry,  I  nu^ht  refer.  The  reason  is  that  Cardiff 
of  which  we  heard  so  much  last  year  from  the  '  ^^^i  ?  ^„  ^  „....^;«i  ,.„i„^  „„^  u  «^,«,„««^- 
representatives  of  that  industry/^  I  ^oal  has  a  special  value  and  it  commands 

T  .1  •  1   .1     /^i         11        /  ^v    T7     V  ;  a  much  higher  price.     I  am  informed,  too, 

I  thmk  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I  ^^^^  ^^^  iSiposition  of  the  tax  ha^  led  to  a 
was  a  Lttle  exaggerating  the  statements  I  ^^  ^^^^^^  i^  ^^^  exportation  of 
made  from  this  side  of  the  House.  So  1  i^f^^ior  coal,  not  only  from  the  Bristol 
far  as  I  know,  none  of  those  interested  j  channel  ports,  but  from  the  other  ports 
and  expenenced  in  or  acquainted  with  |  ^f  ^^^  United  Kingdom.  I  am  not  going 
the  coal  trade  ever  said  the  industry  was  ,  ^  labour  this  point  but  I  simply  wish  to 
going  to  be  ruined  by  the  imposition  of ,  point  out  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
the  tax.  All  that  we  said  was  that,  in  |  quer  that  he  was  hardly  justified  in 
the  long  run,  whenever  a  period  of  de-  j  congratulating  himself  in  such  high  terms 
pression  came,  it  would  tend  to  the  |  upon  the  result  of  this  coal  tax  as  he  did 
diminution  of  prices  and  the  lowering  of  in  his  speech  of  Monday  last.  I  am 
wages,  and  that,  wherever  our  coal  was  \  convinced  that  when  the  war  is  ended  and 
exported  to  markets  in  which  we  had  a  things  take  their  normal  course  it  will  be 
competitor,  the  duty  would  operate  as  a  '  found  that  the  tax  has  been  a  source  of  no 
bonus  to  the  foreign  competitor.  I  do  I  substantial  increase  to  the  revenue  and 
not  know  what  has  been  going  on  in  {  has  fallen  unfairly  on  the  trade, 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  but  certainly 
in  our  district  we  were  right  in  saying 
that  that  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
duty,  and  our  prophecies   have  turned 


♦(9.22.)  MR.PLUMMER(Newca8tleK)n- 
Tyne) :  As  the  representative  of  a  large 
commercial  centre  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or 


out  to  be  true.  In  Glamorganshire  ^^o  upo„  the  imposition  of  this  additional 
the  wages  are  governed  by  a  sliding  tax  upon  cheques.  I  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
scale,  established  many  years  ago.  Gentleman  to  reconsider  that  proposition 
Last  year  in  South  Wales  every  bi-  ^th  a  view  to  its  entire  abandonment, 
monthly  audit  under  the  seal  has  shown  xhe  secret  of  a  successful  tax  I  have 
a  reduction  in  wages  amounting  in  |  always  understood  to  be  to  take  the 
the  aggregate  to  25  per  cent.  I  can  |  money  from  the  pocket  of  the  taxpayer 
well  understand  that  it  might  be  said  \  without  him  realising  that  he  is  contribut- 
that  our    trade    has    been    exceptional,    j^g  to  the  taxation  of  the  country.     Hon. 


There  are,  however,  many  other  causes 
which  have  led  to  the  lowering  of  wages 


Members  have  stated   that  theoreticallv 
this  is  a  bad  principle  to  base  taxation 


and  prices.  I  am  not  going  to  trouble  upon,  but  I  hold  to  the  view  I  have 
the  Committee  with  a  detailed  analysis  of  j  jugt  expressed,  that  in  practice  it 
the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  very  ,  jg  ^  very  successful  method  of 
important  reduction,  but  I  feel  perfectly    raising     the     taxes    of     this     country-. 


certain  that  hon.  Gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  will  fully  appreciate 
what  a  reduction  of  25  pei  cent,  means  to 
the  miners  in   Monmouthshire  and  Gla- 


I  venture  to  say  that  this  proposal 
to  tax  cheques  proceeds  upon  a 
directly      contrary      principle,     because 


""" -.-  ".   ..*v,..^.^,^«..««.*,.  ^..«  v^ —     every    time     a     cheque      is     drawn — 

morganshire.  I  find  that  there  has  been  ,  ^^j  ^those  connected  with  large  busi- 
a  diminution  m  the  total  exports  in ;  ^^^  ^^tres  know  how  consUnUy 
regard    to    the   whole    kingdom  to   the  ■  ^^ j   ^^^   frequently   that   operation  .s 

dinerent   markets  which  are  classified  in  '       i    «.  i    ^     ?u-    ♦      •    iv«^   A*,  f^^-ux 
.,  .  L-  u    L        I.  i.1      undertaken — this  tax  is  brought  forciblv 

the    return    which    havS     been     recently  t  ^        .    ,        j   ^i      •  •  j 

cir    lated  mind,  and  the  inconvenience  caused 

is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  results 
The  decrease  of  exports  to  West  Africa.  |  l>kely  to  be  achieved.  Everything  that 
British  South  Africa,  British  North  !  has  been  said  from  both  sides  of  the 
America,  Ceylon  and  to  the  Indian  Ocean  ,  House  goes  to  show  that  the  financial 
has  })een  general.  The  Return  shows  i  results  of  this  tax  are  not  likely  to  be 
that  to  British  South  Africa  in  1900  the  ,  those  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
total  amount  of  coal  exported  from :  chequer  seems  to  expect.  I  think  this 
British  Channel  ports  was  461,319  tons.  '  proposal  will  interfere  distinctly  witli 
In  1901  the  total  was  460,166  tons.  .  the  collection  of  small  accounts.  Many 
That  is  not  a  large  diminution,  but  I  will  .  businesses  in  this  country  have  in- 
explain  why  it  is  small  in  this  instance  as  >  numerable      small      accounts      passing 
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through  their  books,  and  to  them  it  Is  '  form.  Any  exemption  of  sums  under  XIO 
a  matter  of  importance  that  they  should  I  or  even  a  smaller  amount  would  be  placing 
have  a  ready  method  of  collecting  these  !  a  premium  upon  the  prompt  settlement 
very  small  accounts.  This  proposal  j  of  accounts,  whereas  the  proposition  at 
places  a  premium  upon  the  less  frequent  j  present  before  the  Committee  really 
settlement  of  accounts.  The  man  who '  puts  a  premium  upon  the  slow 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  paying  his  I  settlement  of  accounts.  I  will  conclude 
accounts  monthly,  will  in  future  be  by  joining  in  the  appeal  addressed  to  the 
encouraged  to  allow  his  accounts  to  |  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  abandon 
run  on  for  three  months  or  even  longer,    the  proposal  altogether^  and  I  venture  to 


in  order  to  save  what  may  be  only  a 
small  sum,  but  what  he  thinks  is  a 
sum  which  he  should  not  be  called  upon 
to  pay. 

There  is  another  feature  to  which 
attention  has  been  drawn,  and  to  which 
suffirient  importance  has  not  been  at- 
tached, and  that  is  the  fact  that  this 
proposal  must  inevitably  lock  up  a 
certain  amount  of  capital,  and  thus 
withdraw  capital  from  the  banks  which 
might  be  very  much  better  made  use 
of,   and    thus    the   free     circulation   of 


suggest  that  the  great  success  of  his  loan 
scheme  which  has  been  announced  is  aa 
additional  reason  why  he  should  favour- 
ably consider  the  request  which  I  have 
prised  upon  his  attention. 

(9.27.)  Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Car- 
marthen  Boroughs) :  I  do  not  trouble 
the  House  very  often,  and  this  is  only 
my  second  speech.  Altnough  this  is  so, 
I  do  not  ask  for  any  special  favour,  but 
I  may  say  that  I  tremble  as  much  on 
delivering  my  second  as  I  did  on  making 


money  will  be  interfered  with.  It  has  my  first  speech.  It  is  no  small  matter 
bten  well  said  that  good  government ,  for  anyone  to  speak  in  this  theatre 
consists  in  making  J t    easy  for  people ;  of   eloquence.    My    wish   is   to   have   a 

'    '  ""     '  '  friendly  talk  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer.     I   hope  I   shall  find  he  is 


to  do  right,  and  difficult  to  do  wrong. 
I  should  like  the  House  to  consider  for 


a  moment  how  many  cases  of  petty  angelic,  like  St.  Michael  of  old.  I  do 
theft  have  been  avoided  by  this  system  not  like  his  Budget,  and  I  am  sure  he 
of  payment  by  cheques,  on  which  so  ,  would  not  like  me  to  tell  him  I  do  like 
large  a  proportion  of  the  business  of  it  if  I  do  not.  There  are  many  things 
the  country  is  conducted  at  the  present  |  i^  his  Budget  which  are  most  distasteful 
time.  Many  a  young  fellow,  after  leav- ,  to  me.  When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ing  school  and  entering  upon  a  business  introduced  his  last  Budget  he  spoke  up 
life,  who  has  had  to  handle  large  j  for  economy,  and  I  thought  that  in  this 
amounts  for  the  first  time,  has  been  j  Budget  I  should  find  that  he  was  an 
saved  from   temptation    by   not    being    economist.     But  I    have    not    done  so. 


placed  under  the  necessity  of  handling 
considerable  sums  in  cash ;  but  if  this 
Budget  is  passed  in  its  present  shape, 


I  do  not  like  the  man  who  speaks  for 
economy  and  practises  prodigality.  What 
do  I  find  in  this  Budget  1    Last  year  we 


they  will  be  paid  in  petty  cash.     Apart ,  gpent  £195,000,000,  chargeable  to   Ex- 
from  the  value  of  the  cheque  system,  I  j  chequer  income  account.    This  year  the 


am  sure  it  has  removed  temptation 
from  the  path  of  many  a  young  fellow. 
For  all  these  reasons  I  would  urge 
respectfully  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  consider  seriously  whether 
he  would  not  be  acting  wisely  and  well 
in  abandoning  this  propo.^1  altogether. 
I  do  not  agree  with  everything  that 
has  been  said  by  some  hon.  Members  upon 
this  side  of  the  House,  because  I  have 
always  acted  upon  the  principle  that 
half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread,  and  I 
am  not  at  all  sure  that  if  we  cannot 
secure  the  abandonment  of  this  tax  we 
ought  not  to  accept  it  in  a  more  modified 

VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Sbros.] 


Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer  asks  for 
£193,000,000,  which  includes  the  Sinking 
Fund  of  £4,640,000,  and  there  are  sure 
to  be  some  Supplementary  Estimates. 

When  I  look  upon  this  Budget  I  can- 
not help  saying  that  it  is  a  retrograde 
and  extravagant  Budget.  Out  of  this 
£193,000,000,  I  find  that  £40,000,000 
are  required  for  the  War  in  South  Africa 
up  to  the  31  St  of  December  next,  and 
£18,000,000  are  required  for  settlement 
charges  in  connection  with  the  war. 
Then  I  find  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer includes  in  this  sum  £129,000,000 
for    Supply    and    Consolidated     Service 
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Funds.     This  means  that  the  amount  of 
all  the  ordinary  yearly  income  he  requires 
is    £129.000,000,    as    per    Table    5    of 
Financial  Statement  of  April  14th,  1902. 
Last  year  we  spent  £127,000,000,  and  I 
want  to  know  why  we  should  have  an 
increase  of  £2,000,000,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  an  economist.     There  have 
been  great  extravagances  in  this  Budget. 
Many  points  have  been  brought  before 
this  House  with  respect  to  the  purchase 
of   horses,    the  conduct  of  the  war,  the 
purchase  of  provisions,  the  purchase  of 
fodder  for  animals,  and  questions  have  been 
raised  with  regard  to  the  transports.  If  the 
Chancellor  of  toe  Exchequer  is  an  economist 
what  has  he  done  to  prevent  the  waste  of 
money  in  connection  with  these  purchases? 
The  Government  have  wasted  millions  in 
connection  with  the  war,  and  I  ask  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman   to  show   what  he  has 
<lone    to    prevent    this    great    waste  of 
money.     I  wish   to  be  candid  with   the 
right  hon.   Gentleman.     I  would  remind 
the   House  that   the  last  year  when  a 
Liberal  Government  was  in  office  the  ordi- 
nary yearly  expenditure  was  £94,000,000, 
and  there  was  a  surplus  of  £6,500,000. 
Why  has  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  in- 
creased this  to    £129,000,000 1      If    he 
will    explain    this,    he   will    give    great 
satisfaction  not  only  to    this  House  but 
to  the  nation    at  large.     It  is    no    use 
paying  big  sums  of  money  to  members 
of  the  Grovemment  unless  they  do  their 
business    satisfactorily.     I    am    here    in 
the  House,  and  I  do   not  get  a  penny. 
The    members  of  the    Government  get 
large  salaries. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN :  Older, 
order!  The  hon.  Member  must  not 
discuss  now  the  payment  of  Members  or 
the  payment  of  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment. We  are  now  discussing  the 
Budget,  and  he  must  confine  himself  to 
that. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES :  I  am  sorry 
I  erred,  but  I  would  always  be  right 
if  I  could.  In  this  £129,000,000  Bud- 
get I  find  that  the  Army  is  down 
for  an  expenditure  of  £30,000,000. 
Why  are  we  spending  this  big 
sum  upon  the  Army  t  I  do  not 
object  to  any  amount  of  money  being 
spent  upon  the  Navy,  or  upon  bringing 
the  war  to  a  close,  but  I  do  sa^  that 
there  is  no  reason  for  spending  this  vast 
sum  upon  the  Army,  for  we  can  never 

Mr.  Alfred  Daviea. 


be  a  military  nation.  This  increase  in 
the  cost  of  the  Army  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Grovemment  have  mismanaged  this 
war  and  to  the  fear  that  if  we  did  not 
spend  these  large  sums  upon  the  Army 
some  other  nation  might  attack  us.  If 
any  Continental  nation  wished  to  attack 
us,  it  would  have  done  so  when  we  were 
being  defeated  by  the  Boers. 

The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  The 
hon.  Member's  remarks  would  be  more 
in  order  on  the  Vote  for  the  Army,  and 
he  must  now  confine  himself  to  the 
Budget. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES:  IwiUnowrefer 
to  the  tax  upon  com,  wheat,  and  flour. 
[Cries  of  "  No,  no,"  and  "  Tomorrow.'*!    I 
think  I  am  in  order,  Mr.  Jefireys.     This 
is  a  tax   to  which  I  strongly  object   on 
principle,  for  I   hold  that  there   should 
oe   no   tax   put    upon   the   food  of  the 
people.     I  know  it  is  a  small  tax,   but 
it  is  the  first  step  towards  Protection. 
I  hold  that  we  should  never  levy  taxes 
upon   bread,  which  is  the  staff  of  life. 
If  we    remembered    what    the    people 
suffered  when    there  was  Protection,  I 
am  sure  no  Member  of  this  House  would 
vote  for  this  tax.     6o  back  into  the  past 
and  remember  what  was  the  condition 
of  the  working  men  of  this  country.     A 
labourer  had  only  7s.  a  week.    Remem- 
ber that  it  was  at  that  time,  when  the 
people   had   not  sufficient   to  e-at,   that 
Richard  Cobden  and  John  Bright  fought 
the  battle  for  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws. 
John  Bright,  after  the  Home  Rule  split, 
wrote  a  famous  letter  on  this  subject. 
Some  of  the  Tories  suggested  that  there 
should  be  a  tax  put  upon  the  food  of  the 
people.    He  told  them  plainly  that  they 
were  hankering  after  the  com  laws.    He 
told  them  that  they  were  Uke  the  dpg 
which  would  always  return  to  its  vomit 
It  was  strong  language,  I  admit,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  made  that  statement 
when  he  was  one  of  your  own  followers. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  No.1    Well,  he  was 
a  dissentient  Liberal  at  that  time.    Now 
I  must  say  a  word  about  the  Colonial 
Secretary.      He  is  not  present,  but  his 
son  is  here ;  and  I  am  sure  if  he  thinks 
it  well  he  will   convey  my  remarks  to 
him.    Before  the  Home  Kule  split,  the 
Colonial   Secretary   was   a  strong   sup- 
porter of  free  trade.    He  stated  that  the 
owners  of  property  would  tax  the  food 
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of  the  people  in  order  to  raise  the  rents  feeling  in  these  votes.  Personally  I 
of  the  landlords.  I  agree  with  him  |  think  that  the  Party  system  has  not 
there.  I  admire  the  Colonial  Secretary  I  always  been  an  instrument  for  good. 
as  regards  his  being  a  man  of  affairs.  I  hope  that  when  we  come  to  vote  we 
If  all  the  members  of  the  Government  will  vote  heartily  for  the  income  tax,  and 
were  business  men  like  him,  we  should  that  we  will  vote  against  the  corn  taxes 
not  be  still  at  war  in  South  Africa.  I  and  the  cheque  tax.  Above  all,  I  do 
look  upon  the  Colonial  Secretary  as  hope  that  we  shall  all  vote  according  to 
my  friend  the  enemy.  He  climbed  up ,  our  consciences.  In  conclusion,  I  may 
my  Radical  staircase  to  get  to  power,  '  say  that  we  shall  all  be  below  the  daisies 
and  when  he  got  to  the  top  he  forgot  me  some  day.  When  we  come  to  the  end  of 
and  my  Radical  friends.  If  I  am  not  out '  our  lives  we  shall  probably  repeat  what 
of  order,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  often  !  was  said  by  one  sreat  man — '*  So  little 
think I  done,  so  much  to  do." 

Thk  deputy  chairman  :  Order, 
oitler !  We  are  not  discussing  the  Vote  for     ♦(9.44.)  Mr.  SAMUEL  ROBERTS  (Shef- 
the  Colonial  Secretary.     W^e  are  discuss- 1  field,  Ecclesall):  I  quite  agree  with  the  hon. 
ing  the  Budget.  Member  who  has  just   spoken  that  we 

should  all  vote  accordingly  to  our  con- 

Mr.  ALFRED  DA  VIES,:  Well,  I  will  gcienc,  and  I  mean  to  vote  according  to 
refer  now  to  the  death  duties.  They  have  niine,  though  at  the  same  time  I  should  be 
vielded  £18,000,000,  out  of  which  I  gorry  to  do  anything  which  would 
believe  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    ^^^  ^.j^^     Government     in     their 

gets    £14,000,000.       That    is    a    great  -  financial   administration.     I  simply  rise 

S^."»,^i,  ™-  h^'^t  """"Tu  ^  ""f^  "^^ :  tor  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
that  he  has  reaped  where  he  has  not  sown.  ,  opposition  against  the  taxTn  cheques. 
The  right  hon.  GcntWn  the  Member  ^^^^^  ^^^  g^^^^^  ^^  ^ej  ^  ^^^^ 
for  West  Monmouthshire  introduced  this  'ri  li-        ^  'ovikij 

tax,  and  it  has  vielded  abundantly   to  the  ,  ^^  ^  'f  ^^^.  ^"^'^^  "^"^Tl  ""  !  ^ 

ChinceUor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  do  hope  *^^  ]  ^"'^  ^  «"PP^"^^  the  argument 
that  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  wiU  P?^  f^^^?^  ^l  "^7  >"•  ^^^.^^  ^^% 
consider  whether  he  cannot  sow  in  this  Member  for  the  Andover  Division  of 
direction,  so  that  taxation  may  be ,  Hajnpahire  who  spoke  earlier  on  the 
equalised.  With  regard  to  the  income  ^^^^^  ^^  ^*^®  ^^^^  ^^\  inconvenience 
tax,  I  should  say  that  I  should  not  object,  ,  *^  makes  to  country  bankers  in  various 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  2s.  had  been    ^^ys  if  the  twopenny  tax  was  put   on 


put  on  the   incomes  of    the  wealthy  on 
a  graduating  principle.     I   feel    that   it 


cheques.    I  have  received  an  important 
communication  signed  by  the  managers 


would  have  a  good  effect  in  this  respect—  '  p^  seven  of  the  most  important  banks 
that  the  wealthy  would  never  desire  war  ^^  SheflSekl,  and  with  the  indulgence 
again.  I  do  not  mind  how  much  the  of  the  House  may  I  just  read  two 
wealthy  pay,  so  long  as  they  feel  that  paragraphs  from  the  memorandum — 
they  must  never  have  war  during  my  life-  „  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^l^^  imposition  will  be  a 
time.  If  we  turn  to  the  question  of  |  gerioos  hindrance  to  boBineei*,  more  particularly 
putting  a  twopenny  tax  upon  cheques,  I  as  re^carcU  small  traders.  From  long  custom 
cannot  help  saying  that  I  regard  this  as  the  penny  stamp  is  taken  as  a  matter  of 
pettifogging  legislation.  What  earthly  ^reU^V'^^rC^pW  ^  othl? 
use  can  there  be  in  putting  twopence  ]  ^ays  of  making  payments,  and  we  believe 
on  cheques  and  putting  everyone  to  i  the  duty  will  Uius  have  an  injurious  eft'ect 
inconvenience  1  I  do  hope  tnat  the  '  "pon  the  business  of  the  countnr  banks  and 
Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer    wiU    re- 1  P"''«"^  many  small  customeni  fix>m  opening 

•  1        .,  •  ^'  J        1        ^t-      current  accounts, 

consider    this    question,    and     also    the 

advisability  of  withdrawing  the  proposal.  :  The  policy  of  this  House  ought  to  be 
I  hope  we  shall  not  have  a  Party  vote  on  to  encourage  thrift,  and  to  encourage 
this  quoBtion.  It  is  not  a  Party  thrift  we  ought  to  put  every  con- 
question.  I  take  it  that  all  of  us  in  the  venience  in  the  way  of  people 
House  desire  the  well-being  of  the  nation,    opening   banking  accounts.     A    return 


I  must  say  that  I   cannot   quite  under- 
stand why  we    have    so    much   Party 


has  been  sent  to  me  in  regard  to  977 
cheques  taken    haphaxard    which    had 
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been  sent  from  London  to  our  country    my   own   constituency  who  have  stated 
bank,  and  the  figures  are  very  astonish- 1  that  its  results    will   be  really  serious, 
ing.    The  number  of  cheques  not  exceed- '  They  have  shown  by  tables  of  the  small 
ing  £2  was  187,  or   19  per  cent.;  the    cheques  which  are  drawn  in  the  course 
number  not  exceeding  £5,  418,   or  42    of  their  business  that  it    would    mean 
per  cent.;  the  number  not  exceeding £10,    a  considerable  addition    to    the  income 
571,  or  58  per  cent.;    and    the    num-   tax   they   now   pay.     I  have   no  doubt 
ber    exceeding    £10,    406,   or    42     per   myself  that  all  these  considerations  will 
cent.     These   figures  show   conclusively    be  fully  weighed  by  the  right  hon.  Gent le- 
the  very  large  amount  of  business  done    man  and  that  we  shall    see    the  result 
by  payments  in  small  cheques*   and  it   which  certain  Members  have  asked  for. 
ought  to  be  encouraged.      I  appeal  to,      I  have  risen  because  it  seems  to  me  that 
the     Secretary    to     the    Treasury     on  '  the  accasion  of  this  discussion  tonight 
another    matter.       The    Post   Office    is   is  rather  one   to  deal  with  the  general 
indebted    to    the  banks    for  collecting   poUcy  of  the  Budget,  than  to  deal  quite 
their  postal  orders.    We   collect   postal  i  with  so  much  closeness  the  details  and 
orders      and      pay      them      into      the    with  minute  facts  of  certain  taxes.     The 
Post    Office    in    bulk.       The    manager   right  hon.  Gentleman  has  had  a  serioua 
of  the  bank  of  which  I  have  the  honour   problem  to  face.    He  has  had  to  face  an 
to  be  a  director  tells  me  that  they  collect   enormous  expenditure.     He  has  faced  it 
as   many   as   200,000   postal    orders  in    by  drawing  upon  the  taxpayers  of  the 
one  month  and  pay  them  in  bulk  into    country,  and  also  by  following,  1  think 
the    Post  OflSce,  giving  an  indemnity  so   contrary    to    his    own    instincts,     and 
that  they  might  be  paid  in  the  first  place  '  certainly  contrary  to  his  own  preachings 
without  examination.  That  saves  the  Post    the  policy  of  loans.     It  seems  to  me  a 
Office  a   great  deal    of    inconvenience,    serious   consideration    that  the  income 
and  I    think  some   little   consideration    tax  proposed   is  so    small.       I    protest 
should  be  given  to  the  bankers  for  the   against  the  policy  of  continuing  to  pay 
facilitieswhichthey  give  to  the  Post  Office    £6  out  of  every  £7  by  means  of  loans, 
in  this  matter.     The  Parcel  Post  is  to  a  ^  We   have   no  right  to  saddle   posterity 
very  large  extent  responsible  for  these    with  the  expenditure    to   pay  for    the 
small  cheques.     Retailers  used  to  order  i  rapacious  speculations  of  the  hour.      We 
their  goods  every  three  or  four  months,  -  have  still  less  right  to  transfer  the  burden 
now  they  send  an  order  by  telegram  or  |  from  the  richer  to  the  poorer  classes  aa 
letter  asking  for  a  single  article  to   be  |  a  loan  always  does.     And  we  are  by   a 


sent  by  return  per  parcel  post  and  that 
is  paid  for  by  small  cheque.  I  sincerely 
hope  the  Chancellor  will  realise  the  g^eat 
inconvenience  it  would  be  to  all  classes 
if  this  tax  were  insisted  on.  All  the 
same  I  shall  be  loyal  and  vote  for  it  if 
he  tells  us  that  he  cannot  raise  the 
money  in  any  other  way.  But  I  hope 
the  war  will  soon  be  over,  then  he  will 
not  require  it  and  we  will  all  be  satisfied. 

♦(8.49.)  Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamp- 
tonshire, E.):  Hon.  Members  during  the 
course  of  the  debate  seem  to  be  rather 
thrashing  a  dead  horse,  in  this  uni- 
versal chorus  of  denunciation  of  the 
additional  charge  on  cheques.  I  really 
cannot  imagine  that  man,  even  a  man, 
of  the  courage  and  capacity  and  resource 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  can,  in  the 
face  of  this  opposition,  insist  on  this  tax 
I  have  had  representations  from  many 
tradesmen  and   small    business  men  in 

Mr.  Samuel  RdberU, 


loan  imposing  a  direct  and  heavy  tax  on 
the  labour  of  all  but  those  emfJoyed  in 
the  manufacture  of  armaments,  etc. 
I  challenge  the  policy  of  the  income  tax 
most  strongly  because  it  does  not  involve 
the  principle  of  taxation  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  act  upon.  It 
does  not  involve  equahty  of  sacrifice. 
I  wish  to  challenge  the  attitude  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  dealing  with 
the  revenue  of  the  year.  He  dealt  with 
the  growth  and  diminution  of  different 
classes  of  revenue.  What,  I  should  like 
to  ask,  do  the  facts  and  figures  really 
prove  in  the  present  year?  TheChancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  attempted  to  maintain 
that  there  was  no  real  diminution  in  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  of 
this  country,  and  he  dwelt  on  the  fact 
that  his  estimates  have  been  exceeded  by 
£523,000.     But    how    has   that  excees 

b^en  arrived  at  ]  I  should  really  like  the 
Committee  to  follow  these  figures.     The 
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amount  of  excess  which  tea  showed  |  expenditure  of  the  country,  but  I  ven- 
orer  the  estimate  was  £490,000.  Sugar  ture  to  say  that  the  poorer  classes  have 
showed  theenormousexcessof £1,290,000.  already,  even  before  the  last  two  or 
That  is  £1,780,000  on  these  two  items  three  Budgets,  been  paying  a  larger 
alone.  But  as  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  proportion  towards  the  expenditure  of 
admitted  and  as  everyone  knows,  both  '  the  country  than  was  their  share.  In 
these  large  excesses  were  entirely  due  to '  three  successive  Budgets  the  right  hon. 
the  policy  of  forestalments  on  these  items.  Gentleman,  in  my  opinion,  has  been 
If  it  had  not  been  for  forstalling  these .  unfair  in  trying  to  secure  so-called 
things,  the  revenue  would  have  been  equality  of  direct  and  indirect  taxation, 
£1,250,000  less  than  it  is.  Then  we  and  in  the  present  Budget  that  unfair- 
have  had  a  considerable  increase  in  the  ness  has  become  a  scandal.  This 
income  tax  itself,  £1,000,000.  These  Budget  will  vastly  increase  the  dispro- 
figures  prove  that  the  taxable  capacity  portion  which  in  each  previous  Budget 
of  the  poorer  classes  has  been  diminish-  nad  been  brought  about  under  the 
ing,  and  that  the  taxable  capacity  of  pretence  of  equality  between  indirect  and 
the  population  has  been  among  men  direct  taxation.  In  this  connection  I 
of  larger  business  interests  and  larger  would  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
means.  We  have  from  day  to  day  here,  the  poorer  taxpayers  constitute  a  large 
as  in  America,  illustrations  of  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers  of  this 
concentration  of  vast  businesses  under  country,  and  that  with  regard  to  rates 
the  control  of  small  syndicates,  which, ;  they  are  paying  rates  in  larger  propor- 
by  this  concentration  of  capital,  are  able  tion  to  their  pK)8ition  than  the  large 
to  earn  vast  fortunes  for  a  few  people,  income  taxpayers.  How  unjust  it  is,  then, 
That  policy  has  been  further  promoted  not  to  consider  claims  to  exemption  of 
by  the  present  position.  The  war  has  these  classes,  when  you  are  by  your 
given  exceptional  opportunity  to  earn  Education  Bill  proposing  to  place  an 
immense  profits  in  this  way.  enormous  burden  on  the  rates,   perhaps 

£2,500,000  a  year,  which  will  throw  a 
Now,  having  regard  to  that  fact,  larger  and  more  unjust  proportion  of 
the  real  increase  of  prosperity  and  public  expenditure  on  this  very  class 
taxable  capacity  is  in  this  very  of  taxpayers  than  they  now  pay. 
wealthy  class,  and  therefore,  I  say,  the  Now  with  regard  to  the  bread 
income  tax  is  unfair  and  unjust  in  its  tax,  several  speakers  have  already  dealt 
character.  You  charge  an  income  tax  in  detail  with  the  com  duty  and  the 
of  one  penny — which  is  a  mere  fleabite  tax  upon  flour,  and  I  do  not  intend  to 
to  a  millionaire  —  to  the  man  who  touch  upon  the  subject  further  than  to 
makes  £100,000  a  year  by  these  combi-  show  how  very  unfair  the  incidence  of 
nations,  and  you  apply  the  same  measure  this  tax  is,  if  you  consider  it  in  the 
of  income  to  the  man  earning  only  form  of  an  income  tax  on  the  poorer 
£700  a  year.  You  impose  income  tax  classes  of  the  community.  Is  there  any 
without  ever  trying  to  arrive  at  a  equality  of  circumstances  here?  It  has 
just  policy  by  a  system  of  graduation,  been  urged  again  and  again  that  the 
by  which  you  would  get  at  these  poorer  class  of  taxpayers  in  this  country 
millionaires,  and  draw  upon  them  for  a  have  not  felt  the  sugar  tax.  That  is 
greater  amount  than  you  get  by  the  deiith  true,  but  the  reason  is  that  the  glut 
duties,  and  which  is  only  the  fair  way  of  of  sugar  in  the  markets  has  kept  the 
dealing  with  this  tax  ;  you  are  imposing  prices  down,  and  you  know  perfectly 
this  income  tax  without  either  having  well  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  your  Uix 
a  graduated  scale,  or  extending  the  upon  sugar  these  poor  people  would  have 
exemptions  of  the  poorer  classes  of  income  .  beenjust  so  much  thebetter  off, and  though 
tax  payers.  There  is  a  difference  of  they  may  not  see  it,  they  do  pay  this 
opinion  on  this  point.  I  have  read  tax,  and  are  therefore  so  much  the 
articles  personally  expressing  the  view  woi-se  off.  This  bread  tax  will  fall  most 
that  as  regard^  exemption  it  is  right  to  go  heavily  upon  the  poorest  wage  earners  of 
lower  and  lower  rather  than  higher  and  the  country.  The  proportion  of  income 
higher,  and  that  you  should  thus  make  ^  from  bread  varies  from  over  one  third 
the   poor   man    also    pay  towards   the   among    the     poorest    to    a    tenth     or 
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twelfth  among  the  larger  wage  earners. 
If  you  take  the  agricultural  labourer 
earning  £36  a  year,  his  bread  and  flour 
and  other  articles  which  come  under 
this  duty  represent  one  third  of  his 
income.  It  has  been  said  that  the  duty 
will  represent  4  per  cent,  on  the  value  of 
these  articles.  I  ask  the  Committee  to 
follow  me  on  this  point.  Accept  the 
figure  of  4  per  cent.,  you  say  that  that  is  a 
trifle  that  will  not  be  felt.  What  is  the 
position  then  of  the  agricultural  labourer, 
who  earns  £36  a  year  and  spends  £12 
on  these  commodities  1  The  tax 
that  case  works  out  —  if  taken 
income     tax     on    his     earnings — 


m 
as 


as  a  tax  of  3|d.  in  the  £.    That  is  a  grave 
addition   to    the     serious     contribution 
which   the  wage  earners   have  been   in 
previous   years  called  upon  to  make  in 
the   increase  of    the   duty  on  tea  and 
sugar,  and  on  tobacco  and  beer,  to  the 
expenditure    of  the  country.       Assume 
that  it   is  4   per    cent.,  and  that  it  is 
calculated  to  amount  to  a  fraction  of  a 
penny.    You  are  asking  these    men  to 
pay   an    enormous   proportion    of    that 
tiix.     But  this  is  not  all     The  man  will 
be  far  worse  off".     The  price  of  corn  and 
flour  has  already    risen   to    double  the 
du  y,  and  the  baker  in  that  case  will  try 
to  transfer  the  burden  of  the  duty  to  the 
consumer.    The  consumer  will  have  to 
pay,  not  the   duty,  but  four  times  the 
duty.      The    result    will   be    this — that 
whereas  the  tax  is  only  one-eighth  of  a 
penny,   the    minimum  addition    to   the 
price  that  a  baker  can  possibly  make  is 
one    halfpenny    a   loaf.      And    in    this 
transaction  you  have  the  absurd  result 
that  the  Chancellor  of   the    Exchequer 
only    receives   one-eighth    of   a   penny. 


9,000,000  acres  there  will  be  an  addi- 
tion of  profit  resulting  from  this  tax 
averaging  38.  an  acre,  all  round.  That 
will  not  go  into  the  pockets  of  the 
farmer ;  sooner  or  later  it  will  find  it* 
way  into  the  landlords'  pocket,  and  it 
will  become  a  subsidy  of  £1,300,000  or 
£1,500,000  to  them.  It  is  another 
dole  to  the  landlords.  I  denounce 
this  poUcy.  I  think  it  is  grossly  unfair 
to  start  this  policy,  which  is  an  income 
that  graduated  not  upwards  but  down- 
wards so  as  to  fall  with  the  most  crush- 
ing severity  on  the  very  poorest  classes. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rose  rather  to 
challenge  the  whole  of  the  Budget  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  We  are 
hoping  for  a  rapid  conclusion  of  peace, 
and  we  hope  this  Budget  may  be  the 
last  step,  the  culminating  point  of  the 
financial  policy  of  this  Government. 
So  far  as  I  have  examined  them,  the 
Budgets  of  this  Ministry  are  Budgets 
marked  with  one  policy  from  end  to  end. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
accustomed  us  to  loans  in  order  that 
the  eye  of  the  country  may  be  directed 
away  from  the  gulf  into  which  it  ib 
plunging.  He  has,  I  know,  repeatedly 
dwelt  on  the  fact  that  our  expenditure 
was  increasing  vastly  faster  than  the 
growth  of  population,  or  the  growth  of 
our  resources ;  but,  reviewing  the 
course  of  all  these  Budgets  from  the  year 
1896  onward,  they  remind  me  of  no- 
thing so  clearly  as  that  which  occurred 
a  few  years  ago  in  the  United  States, 
after  the  Civil  War.  There  we  had  vast 
funds  pouring  into  the  Treasury  of 
Washington  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
so,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  that  money, 
they  raised  the  pensions  of  those  that 


while  three-eighths  of  a  penny  will  go  to 

the  middle-man,  and  that  the  poor  man    fought  in  the   war   and   devised   other 


will  be  paying  not  3jd  in  the  £  on 
his  income,  but  13d.  in  the  £,  if  this 
tax  is  carried  out  under  economic  con- 
ditions, for  which  you  cannot  blame  either 
the  seller  of  the  flour  or  the  baker. 
Now  I  just  wish  to  say  one  word  on 
the  whole  policy  of  this  transaction. 
We  know  very  well  what  this  means. 
It  means  Protection,  and  Protection 
alone.  We  know  perfectly  well  where 
this  money  is  going,  and  that  it  is  going 
to  swell  the  rents  of  agricultural    land. 

The  corn -growing  land  of  this  country 

is  some  9,000,000  acres,   and  on  those 

Mr,  Channing, 


means  solely  for  the  purpose  of  using  up 
that  money.  This  policy  was  deliberate- 
ly adopted  in  order  to  keep  up  the  Pro- 
tective Tariff"  there.  During  the  last  seven 
years  the  same  policy  has  been  ap|  arent 
here.  We  have  seen  year  by  year  this  reck- 
less expenditure  of  public  money  growing 
faster  and  faster ;  and.  while  I  give  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  fullest 
credit  for  honesty  and  sincerity 
in  his  professed  wish  for  economy, 
and       his     repeated      warnings      that 

perseverance   in   this   policy  of   reckless 

expenditure   must   bring   disaster   upon 
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the  country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  respect  of  income  tax.  Not  so  invest- 
niay  have  been  an  unwilling  instrument '  ments  abroad.  In  the  case  of  every 
in  bringing  about  these  disastrous  results,  railway  company  in  this  country,  of 
but  I  ask  the  Committee  whether  they  do  nearly  every  great  steamship  company^ 
not  see  in  this  reckless  growth  of  \  of  many  manufacturing  companies,  and 
expenditure  an  artificial  creation  of  wants  of  rnoisl  British  or  Irish  enterprises  of 
and  needs,  which  have  to  be  fed  in  order  '  any  considerable  magnitude,  the  com- 
that  the  basis  of  indirect  taxation  shall  be  '  pa»y  paid  the  income  tax  ;  and  deducted 
gradually  extended  and  the  duties  gradu-  ^^^  amount  from  the  dividends.  Nothing 
allv  increased  You  have  increased  the  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^"®  ^  regards  the 
duty  on  tea  and  you  have  taxed  sugar,  and  Pfi^fi^^®"^'^  ^^^"^  investments  abroad, 
at  last  vou  have  reached  that  point  at '  ^^  «  f  ^^'P  therefore  handicapping  our 
which  an  excuse  can  be  made  for  re-  ?^'".  business,  and  were  protecting  the 
enacting  those  hateful  and  detestable  foreigner  by  the  extent  to  which  the 
com  laws  which  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  profits  upon  investments  in  competing 
the  glory  of  clearing  away  from  the  Industries  abroad  escaped  payment  of 
counfry/and  thus  laying  the  corner-  ^come  tax  ;  and  this  was  what  we  called 
„.„%..    r  "^   1  '.  i?ree  Trade  I      Our  rovQxm   mvestments 

stone  of  ,ts  happiness  and  prosperity.         ^.^^^^  admittedly,  enormous  ;  but  to  what 

♦(10.10.)  Mk.  IUVII)  MACIVEK  extent  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Liven)ool,  Kirkdale)  said  be  reganled  «'«^eeeded  m  collecting  income  tax  unon 
the  agitation  against  the  coal  tax,  so  far    ^^'"°  **«  »  ^''J'  «P«"  «l«e«tion.     He  bad 

as  South  Walefwas  concerned,  as  entirely    ""  '"f'"'  "^  S*"'"«  f  '^^   ^'^^  T- 
with  the  h<.pe  of   injuring  the   (lovern-    regard  to  unregisteral  ioreign  securities, 

ment,  and  pmiselv  of  the  same  chan«< ter  «""P«"'  T? '^  ^%  ^^^^'  f"  •  '' 
as  that  now  Inking  organise.l  at  Manehcs-  «!«  ^  checkmg  of  accounts  was  impos- 
tor and  cls<.where  to'  proU-st  against  the  ?''''«  '"  respect  of  unrecorded  transactions, 
grain  duties.  There  was  no  more  realitv  '^T  T^  ""reasonable  to  suppose  there 
alK,ut  the  one  than  the  other.  But  1"'-''',^  '»«  considerable  leakage,  ioreign 
although  South  Wales  ha<l  not  suHercl,  '"^estors  were  only  human ;  and,  per- 
he  thought  the  North  Country,  an.)  Mxs,  it  was  not  too  much  to  say  that 
es,M'cialiy.Seotlan<l,weieiH>tMuit.'.in  the  f  .u  ^'.  uT  ""w  '"'^Tf  »^ 
xxuH'.  ,x;sition.  The  Chancellor  of  the  ^*'''"  **"'>'  ^«"'<*  •>**'?•  ^^e  might  fee 
K.vohe.  uer  ha.1  yery  wisely  ma<le  certain  '!""«  ''"•■•''  however,  that  they  were  al 
•  onoesMons  with  n:ganl  t^  small  coal  and  "^  ^''♦'"'  ""'f '  admirers  of  our  fiscal 
...A  .i  I  «.  ,.  1  .  I  ♦  k^  .iwi  ..*  *i  •  1  system,  and  firm  f)eliever8  in  the  pnn- 
coal  ot  low  value  ;  Init  he  dul  not   think      •   i         r    t.^        rr.    j        tt               .    i 

the  concessions  went  .,uite  far  enough  <.'Pl"'%of  ^^ee  Trade.  He  expected  no 
with    retianl    to    the    (Is.     limit    of    .Hc    ^elp    from    them  t<,night.      He   thought 

..».,.♦;.../  Tk;^  u..  ♦!.  ..  ,k«.  oK.  ,,1  1  I  there  was  somethini'  reasonable  in 
einntioii.      Ihis  he  thontrht  should  annfv      i         •  i  i        •  i  l       j 

f/.  tiw»  r.r^'....  ..  f  „*  *k»   .;*'     «.  .,.»k    1  \  tin;    view    that    the   rich    man    who    de- 

to  liie  pnce  not  at  the   pits  mouth,   out      •      i     i-  i.i      i-  i-     i      • 

.  f  fK^  r^^t       i  oi  •  \      c,  1  rived     his     wealth     from     realised     m- 

iit  the  ports  ot  shipment.     Such  a  con-         ^        ,        l  .i        •      .i.- 

,  '        II  *      i\     •  .J  J  vestments,  whether   in    this    countrv    or 

cession  would  tend  to  increase  t  rade,  and      »        i     u     ii  •  ..  r*u  * 

I      .       ^1      1        ^..     r   ^v  .  II  al»roa<l,  should  pay  income  tax;  and  that 

be  tor  the  l>eneht  or   the  country,     lit'  •      ,       >  .  .  \  'i    «.     ^     *u  :*• 

f         ,    ,  .        ,,        .  ,  ,  •  he  oui^ht  to  contribute  to  the  necessities 

found   hnnself  ,,u.te  unul.ie    to   s,.p{K.rt  ,^f  ^y^^,  ^^^^^,  ^„^^  ^^are  of   his  profits, 

the  thanwllor   of  the   l«,xch.H,u,-r  s    in-  .„„j    ^..,,^^.{,.411,.    „f    gu^h    profits    as    he 

come   tax    pro,,o.s;,!s     and    thought    he  h;ul  done  nothing  to  earn.     But  what  of 

-should  rather  jjet  the  money  by  tax.nj;  (,,«  ^j^n  or  the  woman  who  was  not  rich 

bctroot    sugar    and     other     imported  _„|,o  i.^j  ^o  inyestments  of  any  magni- 

inanulacturs  which  can>e  ii|to  conip.ti-  tu,le-wh(«e  income  was  dependent  upon 

t.on  with  our   industries.     The    pnnci-  jj^j,    t^j,    ^^j  ,          ^^e  continuance  of 

pie  of  an  income   t.-,x.  w:is,  he  thought,  ,,^,1^^  and  strength,  without  which  no 

right  enough  in  so  far  as  It  meant  taxing  jneome  could  be  earned?    Such  people, 

profits    yielbd   by    the    investments    ot  he  thought,  should  not  pay  income  tax 

wealthy    people,     but    unfortunately    it  .,j  „„  .  ^^d  yet  we  were  told  that   the 

seemed      iinr)ossible      to      apply       that  •     •»       r  •  ..  r 

•  I  .'.1  J        "^      f      ■■  •       maionty  of  income  tax   payers  were  01 

priticiple     With     any    degree     of      lair-      ,.'',"'  ,    ,         ,    .     ^' 

n.ss.  Investments"  in  (;reat  Britain  '*••■■*  <=•"**•»"<* '1^"^  ^*i'^""  »^*''''*«« '"<"°™« 
and  Ireland  were  ea.sily  rea(he<l,  did  not  exceed  £250  a  year.  It  was 
and    mulcted    to    the    last    farthing    in    abundantly  clear  that   the  lav/yer,  the 
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doctor,  the  clergyman,  the  schoolmaster, 
the  shopkeeper,  the  mercantile  clerk, 
or  anybody  who  had  to  earn  his  daily 
bread — whose  income  was  precarious,  or 
might  disappear  altogether  if  he  were  to 
fall  into  ill  health — ^was  in  a  very  differ- 
ent position  from  the  rich  man  who 
derived  his  income  from  investments. 
The  income  tax,  as  at  present  levied,  was 
most  unfair.  It  was  largely  a  tax  upon 
the  brains  of  those  workers  who  had  no 
investments,  and  who  were  obliged  to 
earn  their  living.  He  declined  to  vote 
for  any  increase  in  the  income  tax;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  thought  he  made  out  a 
case  strong  enough  to  justify  his  demand 
for  a  reduction,  and  also  for  an  alteration 
in  the  mode  of  assessment ;  but  he  hoped 
it  might  be  possible  before  long  to  sweep 
away  this  iniquitous  impost  altogether, 
80  far  as  concerned  the  taxation  of  our 
own  industries,  and  the  taxation  of  the 
earnings  of  the  professional  and  trading 
classes.  He  thought  the  Uability  of  in- 
vestors to  pay  income  tax  upon  profits 
earned  abroad  might  well  be  continued  ; 
but  that  those  who  traded  in  this  country, 
and  who  put  their  money  into  British 
industries,  should  be  allowed  to  go  free. 
At  present  it  was  rather  the  other  way 
about.  He  disliked  the  death  duties,  as 
at  present  levied,  almost  as  much  as  the 
income  tax.  By  one  we  robbed  the 
living,  and  by  the  other  we  sought  to 
rob  the  dead.  A  man  saved  money  and 
died.  Then  stepped  in  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  took  no  inconsider- 
able share  of  the  property  which  ought 
to  go  to  the  widow  and  children.  It  was 
no  answer  to  say  that  large  estates  paid 
much  and  that  small  estates  paid  little, 
because  in  each  case  the  wrong  was  the 
same.  The  small  estate  might  be  as 
much  to  the  poor  man  as  the  large  estate 
to  the  rich  one ;  and  the  widow  and  the 
orphans  who  had  lost  their  bread-winner 
might  perhaps  suffer  more  from  the  pay- 
ment of  a  few  pounds  in  death-duties 
than  the  heirs  of  the  rich  man  whose  in- 
vestments were  reckoned  by  millions. 

The  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN:  Order, 
t)rder  !  There  is  no  Resolution  before  the 
House  with  regard  to  death  duties. 

♦Mr.  DAVID  MACIVER  said  if  he  was 
precluded  from  saying  more  upon  that 

Mr.  David  Maclver, 


matter  he  would  only  say  he  much 
disliked  the  income  tax  as  it  was  at 
present  administered,  and  could  not 
support  it  being  further  increased. 

♦(10.25.)  Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON(York- 
shire,  W.R.,  Barnsley) :  I  have  the  highest 
respect  for  the  financial  statements  mado 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
I  believe    that   he,  equally    with   other 
Members  of  the  House,  desires  that   the 
taxation  of  the  country  should  proceed 
on       the       only     equitable      principle 
of   taxation — namely,    that   every   man 
should  be  taxed  according  to   his  ability 
to  pay.      The  question  is  how   far  the 
present  Budget,  and  especially  the  mode 
of  assessing  and  levying  the  income  tax 
which  we  are    specially  considering  to- 
night,   fulfils    the   condition    of   sound 
finance  which  I  have  stated.     I  desire  to 
draw  the  attention   of    the    right   hon. 
Gentleman    tonight    especially    to    the 
mode  of  assessing  the  profits  made    in 
different    businesses.     When  I  look  into 
this  Budget  I   find  that   all  mines  are 
taxed  for  income   tax   on  their  profits 
of  the   preceding  five    years,  and  that 
tradesmen's  and    other    businesses    are 
assessed  on  the  three  year  profits,  whilst 
gaa  works,  raUways,  iron  works,  and  other 
businesses  are  assessed  on  the  profits  of 
the  preceding  year  only.   Now,  I  submit 
that  these   variations  in   the   assessment 
lead  to  unfair  inequalities.      Take  the 
case  of  the  coal  trade.     I  venture  to   say 
the  cheapest  working  colUeries   this  year 
will  not  earn  a  profit  of  more  than  one 
quarter   of   the  average   of   five     years 
profit — and  so  instead  of  paying  a  tax  of 
Is.  3d.  they  will  have  to  pay  out  of  this 
year's  profits  an  income  tax  of  58.     But 
this   is    not    the    case    in   many   other 
trades  where  the   income  is   fixed   and 
does  not  vary.    In   the   coal    trade   you 
not  only  have  to  pay  this  income  tax  on 
profits,    but    also    on    capital.       Money 
invested  in  collieries  is  largely   expended 
in   sinking   shafts   and   erecting   engine 
houses,  and  in  other  ways,  which    when 
the  coal  is  extracted   are   practically  of 
no  value. 

Therefore,  it  is  necessary  that  during 
the  life  of  the  colliery  we  should  set  aside 
redemption  money  sufficient  to  recoup 
ourselves  the  capital  outlay  in  sinking 
the  pits  and  opening  the  colliery.  This 
is  not  the  case  in  regard  to  many  other 
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businesses.  There  the  capital  remains  |  the  year  could  be  claimed.  Unfortunately, 
intact,  and  the  income  tax  is  paid  merely  an  Act  was  afterwards  passed  under  which 
on  the  profits.  But  in  the  case  of  a  our  onlv  chance  of  getting  any  return  or 
colliery,  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  rebate  is  by  taking  the  actual  profits  of 
will  not  allow  to  be  written  ofi"  the  profits  the  year,  adding  to  them  the  profits  of 
the  redemption  which  from  year  to  year  i  the  two  preceding  years,  and  taking  the 
it  is  necessary  to  set  aside  to  recoup  the  |  average  of  the  three.  I  therefore  appeal 
capital  outlay  which  will  be  valueless  on  i  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with 
the  exhaustion  of  the  ooaL  In  this  wav  j  his  known  sense  of  justice  and  hiB  strong 
it  is  dear  that  collieries  this  year  will  i  desire  to  see  the  burden  of  taxation 
fluflfer  very  heavily  as  compared  with  j  equitably  distributed,  to  take  this  ques- 
other  trades.  VVhy  we  should  be ;  tion  into  hia  consideration,  and  endeavour 
assessed  on  the  average  of  five  years  to  find  some  solution  of  the  problem  by 
while  iron  works  are  assessed  on  :  which  all  classes  of  property  shall  pay 
the  preceding  year,  it  is  difficult  to  each  year  on  the  actual  profits  received, 
understand  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  j  Another  question  to  which  I  desire  to 
two  trades  are  dissimilar  m  their  results.  |  refer  is  the  proposed  re-imposition  of  the 
Almost  invariably  a  period  of  inflation  in  is  coal  tax.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  coal  trade  is  accompamed  by  a  period  !„  introducing  his  Budget,  said  that- 
of  inflation  in  the  iron   trade,  and  tnce  \ 

verm.  It  will  therefore  be  obvious  that  .^"^^  ^^«  whole,  so  f ar  m  the  experience  of 
«.u;-  A'a  -  *.  4.U  J  r  J  r^  ^-^.u  «.j  the  yt'ar  went,  tnere  had  been  nothing  to 
this  different  method  of  deahng  with  and    -^^^^.i^  ^^e  prophecies  of  evU  which  they  heaitl 

assessing  profits  leads  to  the  imp^>8ition    last  year  from  the  representatives  of  the  coal 
of  disproportionate  burdens  as  between  I  industry." 
various  classes  of  property.     It  may  be 

said  that  in  the  year  1899,  which  was  a  I  xhe  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN :  The 
good  year  m  the  coal  trade,  we  received  I  hon.  Member  is  in  order  in  discussing 
a  great  advantage  in  being  assessed  on  the  income  tax  on  coUieries,  but  with 
the  profite  of  the  preceding  five  years,  ^eg^rd  to  the  Is.  duty  on  coal,  that  is 
That  IS  perfectly  true  and  over  an  i  ^ot  the  subject  of  a  Resolution  of  the 
average  of  years  it  would  act  fairly  if  the  Budget ;  that  is  imposed  by  an  Act  of 
income  tax  remained  at  one  umform  Parliament  of  last  year, 
amount.  But,  unfortunately  for  the  coal 
owners,  the  income  tax  which  we  paid  in 

1899  on  a  less  amount  than  our  profits  *  Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON:  But  it  is  in 
in  that  year  actually  were,  was  at  the  Budget.  I  have  had  information  con- 
the  rate  of  8d.  in  the  X,  while  this  veyed  to  me  from  the  coal  owners  of 
year,  when  we  have  to  pay  on  a  much  |  South  Yorkshire,  Durham,  and  North- 
larger  amount  than  our  profits  will  turn  |  umberland,  showing  how  this  tax  has 
out  to  be,  the  tax  is  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3d.  |  operated,  and  I  desired  to  show  that 
We  shall  therefore  pay  this  year  much  that  information  does  not  agree  with 
in  excess  of  the  amount  we  saved  three  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
years  ago.  I  would  ask  the  Chancellor  '  man  to  which  I  have  referred, 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  some  means  ' 

could   not  be  devised   by  which  in  the  dFPUTY  CHAIRMAN  •  We  are 

future  every  concern  should  pay  upon        ^^^  i^^t  UIX  l.llAlKMAi>i  .  VVe  are 

the  actual  income  of  the  year,  whatever    '^^^   ^?  .^''T!?^^?  ""IV  '"'"''^y't   ^    "j 
the  amount  of  the  tax   might  be.     By  \  ^1^»«  i,^^""  Budge! ;  the  coal  tax  is  not 
the  Act  of  1842  it  was  directed  that  the    thesubject  of  one  of  those  Resolutions, 
.     .iTi  1       -iji-iji'  therefore  the  hon.  Member  will  nave  to 

pnncple  I    have   described    should    be    g„j  ^^„,j,^^  opportunity. 

applied   to    the  different  trades,   for  it  I 

was  provided  that  if  the  profits  in  any  t^^^t  m»         t^  v     -rv 

year   turned  out  to  be    less  than  the  I    ,M«%  I>^^P^N(Mayo,  K):   On  a  point 
^     ^       ,t.i         Lii^  'of  order,  bir.     This,  1  understand,  is  a 

amount  at  which  they  had  been  so  g^^^^^,  jigeussion  on  the  Budget  as  a 
assessed,  the  return  of  the  amount  of  ^^ole,  not  merely  on  the  Resolutions, 
income  tax  paid  in  excess  of  the  sum  i  It  would  be  perfectly  in  order  to  propose 
actually  due  in  respect  of  the  profits  of    the  repeal  of  the  coal  tax. 
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The  deputy  CHAIRMAN:  No. 
this  is  not  a  general  debate  on  the 
Budget ;  this  is  a  general  debate  on  the 


your  taxation.  That  is  the  cause  of  the 
proposals  which  we  have  seen  in  this 
Budget,  and  nothing  but  the  exhaustion 


Resolutions  of  the  Budget.  .  of  your  financial  resources  would   have 

I  produced  what  I  may  call  the  insignifi- 

-^^r^  T^TXTTT  *  T  rr^r^^r  x  ,  ,  .- '  ca^t  tax  upon  chequcs  and  the  pemiciouB 
*MR,JOSEPHWALTON:Iapologi8e_if  itax  upon  corn.  There  is  no  greater 
I  have  been  out  of  order  m  entering  upon  j^j^f  ^f  ^^^  exhaustion  of  your  resources 
this  subject,  but  I  was  led  into  it  by  1  produced  by  this  war  than  that  a 
Members  on  the  other  side  being  aUowed  ^an  like  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
to  approve  most  warmly  of  the  tax,  and  1 1  Exchequer  should  have  been  reduced  to 
naturally  thought  I  was  perfectly  m  order  nrnking  such  proposals.  This  war  has 
in  referring  to  the  same  subject.  I  pre- 1  shown  many  things  in  the  w^y  of  exhaus- 
sume,  however,  that  I  shall  have  an  i  ^[q^  j^  regards  your  men,  you  have 
opportunity  of  placing  this  information  |  pretty  weU  exhausted  your  resources 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  ^here.  ["  No."]  Why,  you  have  had 
Second  Reading  of  the  Budget  Bill,  and  ^o  depend  on  your  Colonies.  That  was 
I  will  reserve  my  further  remarks  until  '  ^^t  one  of  the  former  resources  of  this 
*"®^-  ^  country,  you  have  not  only  had  to  seek 

aid  from  the  Colonies,  but  you  have  had 
*(10.45.^  Sir  WILLI  AM  HARCOURT  |  to  deplete  your  forces  in  India. 
(Monmouthshire,  W.)  :  I  am  sure  we  But  when  you  come  to  taxation,  what 
should  be  glad,  on  the  Second  Reading  of  is  the  condition  of  things  ?  You  have 
t!ie  Bill,  to  hear  the  information  which  had  to  throw  upon  posterity  four-fifths  or 
my  hon.  friend  is  in  such  a  good  position  1  three-fourths  of  the  burden,  and  you  com- 
to  offer  as  to  the  success  of  the  export  plain  of  the  taxes — and  vou  have  reason  to 
duty  on  coal  which  we  challenged  last  complain  of  them— by  "which  you  are  to 
year.  I  do  not  desire  to  detain  the  defrayone-fifth  or  one-fourthof  the  burden 
House  long  tonight,  because  the  most  im-  ^^ich  has  now  fallen  upon  you.  And  this 
portant  question  in  the  Budget  is  that  cannot  be  denied,  that  each  Budget,  from 
which  we  shall  be  able  to  discuss  tomorrow.  .^  financial  point  of  view,  has  been  worse 
I  think  that  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman,  ^y^^^  ^^^t  which  preceded  it;  and 
with  all  the  respect  which  we  entertam  -^^  unhappily,  this  war  is  to  continue,  will 
for  him  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  must    ^^^  ^y^^  ^^^  ^^  ^f  ^^^^  y^^  ^^^ 

by  this  time  have  become  aware  that  hm  ^j^^^  ^j^^^  ^^  ^^j^  ^.^^^  ,  ^yj^^  ^^^  ^j^^ 
Budget  IS  not  a  popular  Budget.  V  arious  ^,g^^,,,g  ^hi^h  are^lef  t  to  you  1  What  are 
persons  m  this  House  and  out  ot  this  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^.^^^^^^^^  on  which  vou  can 
House,  for  one  reason  or  another,  have     ,  i  7  ir  4.r  u  *jj 

condemned  every  particular  proposal  in  depend  ]  If  you  possess  them,  why  did  you 
that  Budget.  rremembei  that  Sir  not  take  this  year  ?  And  when  you  come 
Robert  Ptel,  speaking  of  a  former  ^^  ^^^'^'^  ^  «"P»^f  ^^^3^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^'^^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exche^iuer,  said  that  J^^J^"  .^^^^^^  ^*»^^^  3'^^^  P^«.P^«  °*^f  • 
there  was  no  more  sympathetic  subject  ^^^^  »«  a  very  serious  condition  .or  the 
than  a  good  man  stmggling  with  adversity,  country  to  find  itself  in.  \\  hat  have  you 
and,  in  a  bottomless  pit  of  deticiencv,  ang-  come  to  ?— a  tax  on  c<>rn.  1  am  not  going 
ling  for  a  Budget.  The  deficiencv'^of  the  ^^^^  ^^^^^  tonight ;  I  merely  refer  to  it  m 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  passing.  \ou  may  call  it  what  you  hke-a 
is  more  unfathomable  than  that  of  anv  registration  duty  or  any  thing  else— but  it 
of  the  Budgets  of  former  times.  He  has  >^  -^  tax  on  the  irreducible  minimum  of  the 
had  to  angle  for  his  Budget,  and  time  subsistence  of  the  people.  That  is  a  fact 
alter  time  he  has  brought  up  fish  of  a  which  you  cannot  alter,  and  to  that  you 
very  unpalatable  character.  It  is  not  so  have  come  in  the  third  year  of  the  war. 
much  the  fault  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  These  are  the  results— and  serious 
Kxchetiuer  as  of  the  situation  in  which  results  they  are— of  iWi<  war.  They 
we  find  ourselves.  War  is  the  producer  have  brought  you  within  sight  of  con- 
of  bad  finance.  It  has  alwa^'s  been  scription,  and  they  are  bringing  you 
so;  and,  when  you  have  had  a  succes^  within  view  of  protection.  These  are 
sion  of  deficiences  amounting  to  about  among  what  the  doctors  call  the  .wyMW(f 
£10,000,000  year  after  year,  you  have  to  of  the  war.  There  have  been  people  in 
go  to  the  very  dregs  of  the  resources  ol    this  House  who  have  deliberately  argued 
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for  conscription;  and  amidst  the  reeo- 
nant  cheers  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Central  Sheffield,  the  first  parallels  have 
been  opened  which  are  to  reduce  the 
fortress  of  free  trade.  That  is  the  fin- 
ancial prospect  held  before  us.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say  that  this  has  no  bear- 
ing on  Protection.  Is  that  the  interpre- 
tation which  is  put  upon  your  policy  by 
all  the  nations  of  the  world?  The 
foreign  Press  on  this  subject,  and  the  ex- 
pression of  foreign  opinion,  have  put  that 
interpretation  upon  it.  One  of  my  hon. 
friends  made  an  observation  which  was 
full  of  force  and  truth,  when  he  said — 

•*  If  you  pnt  ooe  Hhillini:  on  corn,  it  U  very 
eaAy  to  put  on  another  shilling  and  to  ^ay  that 
that  will  not  affet^t  the  price  oi  hread.  Ami 
then  yon  put  on  another  shilling,  when  you 
want  more  money,  nntil  you  pile  up  a  large 
Rum  operating  a*«  a  protective  duty  o*i  corn." 

These  are  the  very  serious  matters 
opened  by  the  financial  position  in  which 
we  find  ourselves,  and  to  the  acceptance 
of  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheciuer 
has  found  himself  reduced.  I  fear  there 
are  people  in  this  country,  and  even  in 
this  House,  who  are  not  sorry  that  we 
should  be  driven  to  such  an  issue  as  that, 
and  that  the  absolute  difficulty  of  the 
demand  made  upon  us  by  the  expenditure 
of  this  countrv  should  drive  the  Chdncellor 
of  tlie  Exchet|uer  and  the  country  into 
measures  which  thev  would  be  the  first 
to  condemn.  This  has  always  been  the 
case  with  war.  What  was  the  origin  of 
that  intolerable,  oppressive,  injurious 
state  of  finance  in  the  countrv  at  the 
iH'ginnin^  of  the  last  century  -  the  great 
French  War  1  The  result  of  the  war  then 
was  that  the  income  tax  was  28.,  and  vou 
had  every  article  which  man  could  use, 
either  for  his  sul)sistence,  for  his  comfort, 
or  iov  the  decency  of  living,  taxed. 
Every  man  who  deals  with  questions  of 
this  kind  ought  to  study  the  conditions 
of  tlic  English  people  under  finance 
of  that  character.  I  venture  to  say  that 
for  the  thirtv  veirs  from  1815  to  1845 
the  working  classes  of  this  country  were 
in  a  Worse  condition  than  thev  hml  ever 
(K*cupie<l  in  the  history  of  this 
nation.  These  things  are  forgotten,  but 
thev  onijht  to  l)e  remembered  when  vou 
are  engaged  in  increasing  exp(»nditure, 
both  from  the  war  and  from  the  spirit 
which  is  brtnl  bv  the  war.  When  vou 
have  enonnous  exjxjnditure  ycm  have  the 
commencement  of  oppressive  tax<*s  grow- 
ing  worse  and    worse,  and,  in  presence 


of  a  deficit  of  40  millions,  you  have  a 
Member  of  this  House  saying  that  he 
wants  to  get  rid  of  the  income  tax,  and 
if  he  had  been  in  order  he  would  have 
disposed  of  the  death  duties.  The  objec- 
tion is  to  taxing  the  dead ;  but  if  you 
only  taxed  the  dead  there  would  be  no 
one  to  complain.  That  disposes  at  once 
of  more  than  £50,000,000  of  taxation; 
and  what  does  the  hon.  Gentleman 
imagine  he  is  going  to  put  in  the  place 
of  it  ?  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  this, 
because  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Haddingtonshire  said  that  we  were  only  at 
the  beginning  of  the  increase  of  expendi- 
ture. I  must  say  that  the  Government 
have  a  proposal  before  us  this  session 
which  would  indeed  diminish  taxation  as 
regards  the  Exchequer,  because  they  are 
going  to  throw  a  great  portion  of  the  cost 
of  education  on  the  rates.  ["No. "J 
Whether  that  will  give  more  satisfaction 
I  do  not  know ;  at  all  events,  the  County 
Coimcils  are  to  raise  the  rates  to  defray 
expenses  which  are  now  paid  by  voluntary 
subscriptions,  and  to  meet  expenditure 
which  the  voluntary  subscriptions  are  no 
longer  supplying.  My  hon.  friend  is  quite 
right  in  saying  that  in  the  present  spirit  and 
temper  of  the  public  mind  it  is  .obvious 
that  we  have  before  us  a  danger  of  this 
reckless  expenditure  spreading,  and  that 
the  shadows  seem  to  lengthen  as  we  go. 
Therefore,  bad  as  we  consider  this 
Budget,  you  have  worse  to  follow  it  before 
you  have  anything  better. 

There  is  one  question  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  It 
was  raised  by  the  hon.  Meml)er  for  King's 
Lynn.  Every  one  hopes  that  we  are 
going  soon  to  have  peace.  We  are  at 
the  bei'innini^  of  the  financial  year,  and 
supposing  that  we  do  have  peace,  what  is 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  going  to 
do  with  the  money  he  is  alM)ut  to  raise 
by  this  taxation  and  by  the  loan  he  has  bor- 
rowed of  £32,000,000  I  I  think  we  ought 
to  have  clear  information  on  that  point. 
We  shall  not  be  in  the  position  we  were 
in  last  year,  when  it  was  said  we  had  no 
more  than  would  meet  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditure. We  should  have  more  ;  we 
may  have  a  great  deal  more,  and  I  think 
the  right  hon.  (Jentleman  ought  to  tell  us 
what  under  those  circumstances  he  will 
do  with  the  moiiv'V.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  only  at  present  made 
a  case  for  the  war  exi)enditure.  He  speaks 
of  some  extra  £1H,U00,000,  but  for  which 
he  has  not  yet  made  any  proposal.     What 
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is  to  become  of  the  residuary  sum  when  granted   to  meet   the  deficiency.     I    re- 

the  peace  is  made  ]     I  suppose  we  should  member  asking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

have  new  Estimates  as  to  what  is  necessary  about  it  at  the  time,  and  he  said — 

for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war  as  long  as  ..^^  ^^^^^  ^j^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^.^^^^  ^^^^ 

It  IS  earned  on,  and  for  what  may   be  ^^iw  \^  ^^^^  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off 

necessary  to  bring  back  the  troops.     The  temporary  debt." 

right    hon.   Gentleman   rather  indicated  Lr»  ^   .^  .         a   f^^  *i,„«.   ^„«,w.^^ 

^iP  ^.,  .1  A  A I  But  it  was  not  used  for  that  purpose- 

that  the  money  was  to  be  expended   or    %^q^^    ^j    j,    ^^„t    ^   ^{^  ^^^ 

might  be  expended,  on  other  objects  that    ^      >     ^^^^^  ^^-^^  h^  i,      j, 

were  not   war  purposes       My    oP     o°    to  take  to    meet    his  deficit  this%e^ 
18     that     that    would    be    entirely    an '  .       ,  ^.  .,        r  ^i.  4.    o^(\rn\t\f\^u\ 

A'  T*.     ^r^.AA     u«  1 18  only  the  residue  of  that  £10,000,000, 

XS„t?«X^T   w,^h"°:«     S:  ' ''»«kVt  «  h.v.  been  „-id  „  «»„ 

giving    .h«    c«„.„l    which  P.rii^.„. ,  »  tj  8°;^"  TC'.*  t'fo^C™' 

ought  to    have    over    money  which    it ,  "^  ,,  °  ■'  ^\.  ..     ,      ', ,..„  . 

.°     ,     ,  u    4.       »•         -t \A    shall  have  some  very  distinct  understand- 

raises  by  loans  or  by  taxation  ;  it  would    .       _  ^^     ,^^  .    f^  ,       ,_^      ...    ^„„ 


be  a  general  vote  of  credit  which  ought  |  '"g  «?  ^,  "^^"^  '«  .*«  \^''°\  '"'JL^J 
not  to  be  given  without  some  explana- '  f  f  81°  **•»*  °>fy  f  »««•  ."  ^«  '^^^  f^ 
tion  of  the  objects  to  which   it  was  to  ■  I  do  hope  that  there  wdl  be  somethmg, 

be  devoted.      1   would   venture   to   say    -*  t"  ^T ".^u.'?„u^Vl  !!?.?f  T.l ''^^ 


that    in    the    circumstances    the    most  I  «°«™""«  <^<'''' ^*''<''* '" '^""'"'**^«- 

proper    method    of    dealing    with    any  ,      With  regard  to  the  subjects  which  have 

residuary   sum   which   was   not    wanted    come  up  for  discussion  tonight,  I  do  not 

for  the  immediate  purposes   of   winding  ,  propose   to    trouble   the   House   at   any 

up  the   war  would   be  to  devote  it  to    length.     The  Resolution  before  the  House 

the  reduction    of    the    debt    you    have  |  is  the  income  tax,  and  I  heartily  agree 

contracted.      You  are    in    the    position    with  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

now — and  a  very  bad  financial  position    said — namely,  that  the  life  preserver  of 

it  is — of  having  an  enormous  unfunded    a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  a  storm 

debt.       I    think    it    is    something    like    is  mainly  the  income  tax.     It  is  wonder- 

£67,000,000,   and   the    disadvantage    of    ful  what,  under  all  difficulties  and  in  all 

this   position    is    that    when    the    time  i  circumstances,  has   been  the  produce  of 

comes  at   which   you   have   to   pay  the    that  tax.     I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 

debt    off   you    may   have    a    very   bad    the  objections  that  have  been  taken  to 

money  market  and  a  very  unfavourable    chat   tax.     They  have  been   taken   ever 

condition   of    things   to   deal   with.      If    since  the  tax  was  established  some  sixty 

we  have  borrowed  more  money  than  we  i  years  ago.    The  question  of  distinguishing 

want,  for  Heaven's  sake   let   us  pay  it    between  professional  incomes  and  incomes 

off.     If   we   have    raised   more   taxation    derived  from  what  are  regarded  as  more 

than  we  want,  let  the  people  be  relieved    permanentinvestments  was  dealt  with,  and, 

from   the   liability   to   these    taxes,   but    I  think,  for  any  one  who  has  studied  the 

let   us   come   to  a   clear    understanding    principles  of  finance,  finally  disposed  of  by 

in  this  matter,  and  before  these  proposals    Mr.Gladstoneinhis  Budget  speech  in  18.53. 

pass  into  law  revise  our  situation,  suppos-    If  anybody  is  disturbed  in  his  mind  upon 

ing  we  shall  be  happy  enough  to  see  the    that  subject,  I  would  venture  to  refer  him 

prospect   of   peace   realised  within  some    to  a  study  of  that  masterpiece  of  finance, 

months.    That  is  a  matter  upon  which  I    There  is  another  subject  which  commends 

hope  we  shall  have  a  satisfactory  statement  i  itself  to   some   people,   and  that  is   the 

from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     I  pioss    graduation   of   the   income  tax.     It  was 

this  because   the  right   hon.   Gentleman    referred  to  by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 

mentioned   the    necessity   of    borrowing    the  Member  for  Haddington.     The  objeo- 

a  sum  of  money  to  meet  the  deficiency    tion  to  that  is  not  so  much  in  principle — 

of  revenue  in  the  early  quarters  of  the    I  have  never  objected  to  the  principle  of 

year.      He   asked   for    £10,000,000    for    »  graduated  income  tax— but  it  really  is 

that    purpose   last  year ;    he   asked    for  ,  impossible  in  the  matter  of  administnij 

oiAAAAAAA  •      f      *i,  ^lO"-      ^«"    cannot    have    a    graduated 

£10,000,000   as   a   margin    for  the  war.    j^^^^^  ^^  ^^,^3  ^^^  ^„  ^^^  ^^,^^^._ 

As  IS  usually  the  case  in  war,  the  margin  ]^^y  to  declare  the  whole  of  their  income, 
was  swallowed  up,  but  not  only  was  that  and"  that  is  to  most  jieople  an  extremely 
margin  swallowed  up,  but  the  £10,000,000  ,  disagreeable    thing.      It   would,   in    my 

Sir  fFilliam  Harcourt. 
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opinion,  make  the  income  tax  so  un-  We  had  some  very  salutary  warnings 
popular  that  it  could  not  be  maintained,  too,  in  the  match  tax  and  the  adhesive 
One  of  the  great  merits  of  the  method  stamp  of  Mr.  Goschen,  which  yielded  a 
of  collection  now  is,  that  to  a  great  very  small  income  and  produced  great 
degree,  not  in  all  classes,  but  in  a  great  irritation  in  the  City.  I  confess  that  I 
portion  of  the  income  tax  paying  people,  think  this  is  a  most  injudicious  and  im- 
the  collection  is  automatic  ;  and  since  it  unnecessary  interference  with  the  habits 
became  automatic,  and  did  not  depend  i  of  the  people  ;  and  for  my  part  I  should 
on  the  declaration  of  the  individual,  it  hope  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  l)ecome  very  much  more  productive,  will  not  endeavour  to  introduce  any 
for  reasons  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  |  modifications  into  his  proposal.  I  do  not 
discover.  It  would  be,  I  believe,  abso-  think  you  can  put  a  higher  stamp  on 
lutely  impossible  to  collect  the  income  higher  cheques  and  diflferent  stamps  on 
tax  upon  the  principle  of  graduation,  if  i  lower  cheques.  I  believe  that  the  sum 
you  fieparted  from  the  present  automatic  I  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will 
collection,  by  which  you  get  the  tax  at  collect  by  this  tax  is  very  problematical, 
its  source.  That  is  really  the  practical  and  I  should  hope  he  may  see  his  way  to 
difficulty  which,  in  my  opinion,  makes  a  dispense  with  it  altogether, 
graduated    income    tax   administratively 

impossible.  We  cannot  help  feeline  some  I  The  main  feature  of  this  Budget  is,  of 
satisfaction  that  in  all  these  considerable  I  course,  the  corn  tax.  I  will  not  go  into 
demands  this  great  engine  of  finance  has  that  tonight,  because  it  is  to  be  fully 
prove<l8oproductive,and  has  demonstrated  debated  tomorrow;  but  I  think  the 
the  enormous  wealth  and  resources  of  this  ;  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  must  already 
country.  I  do  not  say  that  there  may  '  have  begun  to  be  convinced  by  the  views 
not  be  some  improvements  made  There  j  expressed,  as  freely  and  strongly  on  his 
has  been  a  sort  of  graduation  in  the  ;  side  of  the  House  as  on  this,  that  a 
al>atements  made  on  the  income  tax.  i  more  unfortunate  proposal  in  the  way  of 
There  is  the  exemption  of  everybody  |  indirect  taxation  could  not  possibly  be 
whose  income  is  under  £160,  and  there  <  made.  It  is  a  proposal,  not  only  bad  in 
are  abatements  on  incomes  up  to  £700  I  itself,  but  bad  in  the  consequences  with 
a  year.  That  has  been  a  successful,  and  which  it  is  fraught,  and  the  suppicions 
I  think  a  just  expedient.  I  would  ^hich  it  naturally  arouses ,  and  I  am 
strongly  advise  the  Chancellor  of  the  am  perfectly  certain  that  it  is  a  tax 
Exchequer,  and  anybody  who  is  respon-  ^hich  ought  to  be  resisted,  and  which 
sible  for  the  finances  of  this  country,  !  ^jil  be  resisted,  with  all  the  power,  I 
not  to  disorganise  that  great  engine  on  .  ^jjl  not  say  of  one  Party,  but  re«llv  with 
which  alone  you  can  depend  to  meet  ^11  the  power  of  conviction  Df  all  Parties 
the  enormous  expenditure  for  which  j^  ^^e  country.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
this  country  is  liable.  ^^^  j^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  j^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^.^^jj^^ 

that  it  will  never  affect  the  price  of 
As  to  the  tax  upon  cheques,  ,  bread.  But  that  argument  of  the  right 
I  cannot  myself  treat  that  as  a  sub-  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  a  very  consistent 
ject  of  consummate  importance.  I  one,  for  he  said  he  wanted  to  put  on  a 
think  it  is  an  unfortunate  proposal,  and  tax  which  would  make  all  classes  in  the 
I  should  strongly  recommend  the  Chan- ,  community  contribute  towards  the  war 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  dispense  with  f^^  which  they  were  enthusiastic.  But 
it.  I  remember  very  well  when  I  con-  paving  said  that  this  was  a  tax  which 
suited  Mr  Gladsume  upon  the  subject  of  would  enable  all  classes  to  contribute,  he 
stamps.     1  said—  proceeded  to  prove  that  it  would  not  be 

•*  Do  not  yoa  think  we  could  get  Romething    felt   on    the    price.        I    will  not  delay 
outof.tam|«?'  ,j^^    Committee    any     longer,     because 

H*^  said —  I  I  am   quite  sure  we  shall  be  extremely 

•  Ah  :  sumps  are  verv  ticklUh  thincs,  and  s'^  ^  ^ear  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
we  hHouM  he  very  careful  how  we  middle  with  Exchequer,  who  always  deals  with  the 
tfiem.  The  hahiisof  the  pe«»ple  are  8.»  we  'ded  House  so  frankly,  what  qualifications  he 
to  particular  tomw  that  jou  do  a  great  deal  ■  i^  rxx'^^^-r^A   *r^   »««u^   ;^\  / 

n.ofrharmthangoo.i,ancfgetagn'a..de«lle«.:'\P^^If'^^^  ^^,  °^**^^^  ?«  consequence  of 
money,  by  Unn>enng  with  them  than  by  leav-  !  ^hat  he  has  learned  in  this  House  and 
ing  them  alone. '  i  out  of  it  since  he  contributed  his  Budget 
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♦(11.15.)  Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  The 
Resolution  before  the  Committee  is  the 
re-imposition  of  the  income  tax,  with  the 
addition  of  Id-  in  the  pound.  Before  I 
<nter  on  the  various  topics  that  have  been 
raised,  I  wiJl  make  a  few  observations  on 
the  criticisms  which  hon.  Members  have 
made  on  that  particular  subject.  It  has 
been  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Haddington  and  others  that  certain 
changes  should  be  made  in  the  mode  of 
the  assessment  of  the  income  tax  which 
would  be  to  the  public  advantage,  as 
making  the  assessment  of  the  tax  fairer 
4ind  also  yielding  a  larger  revenue. 
Well,  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is 
anything  in  the  position  of  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that  makes  one 
somewhat  timid  in  attempting  to  alter 
the  organisation  of  the  income  tax,  but 
I  was  glad  to  observe  from  the  remarks 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
that  I  am  not  the  only  person  in  this 
House  who  looks  with  considerable 
suspicion  upon  these  suggestions  for 
altering  the  mode  of  levying  the 
eax.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  about 
graduating  the  income  tax,  but  I  will 
venture  to  say  you  cannot  do  it 
consistently  with  the  system  under 
which  the  income  tax  is  levied  in  this 
country,  which  is  the  only  system  which 
has  ever  yet  succeeded  anywhere.  As  long 
as  you  have  a  very  large  proportion  of 

iroMT  income  tax  levied  at  the  source, 
ong  before  the  income  reaches  the  person 
to  whom  it  belongs,  so  long  will  it  be  im- 
possible to  graduate  the  income  tax  ;  and 
if  you  once  depart  from  that  admirable 
system,  you  will  then  be  driven  to  an 
inquisition  into  the  private  means  of 
individuals  which  has  made  the  income 
tax  odious  wherever  it  has  been 
-attempted,  and,  what  is  more  im- 
portant to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  which  has  reduced  its  yield. 
Therefore  I  cannot  hold  out  any  hope 
that,  as  long  as  I  am  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to 
graduate  the  income  tax. 

Then  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
the  Kirkdale  Division  asks  that  the  tax 
should  be  repealed  altogether  upon  in- 
comes derived  from  personal  exertion — 
he  asks  that  a  lawyer,  for  example, 
earning,  as  I  hope  many  lawyers  earn, 
J&20,000  a  year,  shall  pay  nothing  on  that 


income,  while  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
drawing  an  income  of  £50  a  year  from  the 
funds  should  be  charged  with  income  tax. 
Sir,  the  proposition  is  intolerable.    What 
I  think  it  was  right  to  do  with  regard 
to  correcting  the  incidence  of  the  income 
tax  on  precarious  incomes  was  practically 
done  by  the  Finance  Act  of  1894 ;  the  in- 
creased death  duties  remedied  any  unfair- 
ness that  previously  existed,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  in  that  respect  any  real  im- 
provement could  be  made  in  our  present 
system.     Of  course  there  are    matters 
of  minor  importance.     The  hon.   Member 
opposite,  who  is  interested  in  coal  mines, 
raised  a  question  of  the  average  number 
of  years  on  which  the  income  of  a  coal 
owner  should  be  calculated.  He  admitted, 
and   I   confess  I  thought  while  he    was 
speaking,  that  the  average  of  five  years 
worked     with     great     profit     to     coal 
owners     in      the      year      1900.       But, 
however     that     may     be,      these      are 
matters  of  detail,  and    if  statements  on 
such  points  as  those  are  placed  before  me 
I  will  examine  them  and  see  if  any  altera- 
tions can  be  made  in  the  present  system 
which  would  conduce  to  a  fairer  yearly 
assessment  of  the  income  tax.      But  as 
far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  matter  I 
think  this  system  of  averages  has  been 
adopted,  not  so  much  with  regard  to  the 
Exchequer,  as  with  regard  to  the  persons 
who  pay  the  tax,  and  Idoubt  myself  if  it 
would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  taxpay- 
ing  public  to  make  any  material  modifica- 
tion in  that   matter.       However,    I   am 
quite  ready  to  examine  the  question  and 
see  if  any  change  can  be  made.     Then  I 
come  to  the  question  of  the  stamp  duty 
on  cheques.     I  am  astonished  at  the  im- 
portance that  is  attached  to  this.     I  per- 
haps did  not  realise  it,  and  I  have  already 
undertaken  not  only  to  inquire  into  the 
matter,  but  to  see   what    I  can    do   to 
remedy  the  objections    that  have  been 
made  to  this  increased  duty.     [An  Hon. 
Member  :  Abolish  it  altogether.]      Wait 
a  moment.     I  understand  that  the  posi- 
tion is  this.     It  is  thought  that  the  duty 
would  be  unduly  heavy  on  traders  and 
those  who  use  many  small  cheques  in  the 
way  of  business.     If  it  were  so  of  course 
it   would    work    in   one    of    two   ways. 
It   would    either  induce  them   to  draw 

fewer  cheques  than  they  have  done,  which 
would  not  be  to  my  advantage,  because  it 
would  reduce  my  revenue,  or  it  would  be 
an  exceptionally  heavy  burden  upon  them 
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as  compared  with  the  taxation  which  they 
ought  to  bear.  I  feel  that  that  is  a  fair 
argument,  and  one  which  I  must  endeavour 


was  said  and  just  the  same  thing  was 
done  a  year  ago  when  I  imposed  a  duty 
on    sugar.       Very    soon     the    ordinary 


to  meet  with  regard  to  the  tax.     Then    conditions  of  the  trade  re-asserted  them- 
there  is  another  matter.     It  is  argued  by  i  selves,  and  now  we  see  that  the  increase 


bankers,  and  I  think  reasonably,  that  it 
would  be  quite  intolerable  as  a  matter  of 
business  to  have  more  than  one  stamp,  so 
that  smaller  cheques  would  have  a  diflferent 
stamp  from  those  which  were  of  a  higher 


in  the  duty  on  sugar  has  not  led  to  an 
increase  of  more  than  half  the  amount 
in  price.  To  argue  from  anything  that 
has  happened  as  if  it  would  result  in  a 
permanent  increase  in  the  price  of  com, 


value.  I  have  to  endeavour  to  meet ,  flour,  or  bread,  is  to  my  mind  an 
both  those  objections  to  the  tax.     I  have  ,  absurdity. 

a  scheme  under  my  consideration  which ,  xhe  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
I  hope  may  do  it  but  it  is  not  yet  |  characterised  this  as  not  a  popular 
m  such  a  perfect  shape  that  I  am  able  Budget.  I  never  expected  that  it  would 
to  mention  it  to  the  Committee,  but  I  ^  j  ^^ve  not  been  in  the  habit  lately 
think  I  see  my  way  to  maintam  the  i  ^f  producing  popular  Budgets.  I  do  not 
tox  and  to  meet  both  those  objections.  ^YanV  it  is  my  fault.     When  the  expendi- 

I  next  come  to  the  com  duty.  For  the  ture  of  the  country  increases  owing  to  a 
reason  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  war  which  the  country  approves  of 
and  other  Members  of  the  Committee  '  additional  taxation  has  to  be  found,  and  a 
have  already  stated,  I  do  not  propose  to  Budget  involving  additional  taxation  is 
enter  upon  that  subject  tonight,  but  I  not  likely  to  be  a  popular  Budget.  When 
have  heard  with  astonishment  some  of '  people  have  to  pay  the  bill,  the  bill 
the  speeches  which  have  been  made  in  is  never  popular.  But  I  believe 
this  Committee  tonight  with  regard  to ,  the  country  at  large  is  willing 
that  tax.  I  have  been  accused  of  to  pay  the  bill.  Whatever  may 
reversing  the  policy  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  be  said — and  no  doubt  something  may 
I  am  maintaining  the  policy  of  Sir  be  said — by  those  who  are  interested 
Robert  Peel.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the  hon.  |  from  one  point  of  view  or  the  other  in 
Member  for  East  Northamptonshire  to  i  the  particular  articles  which  it  is  proposed 
speak  as  he  did,  but  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  tax,  or  the  particular  tax  which  it  is 
deliberately  maintained  this  shilling  duty  proposed  to  levy,  I  believe  the  country 
upon  com,  and  that  is  all  I  am  proposing  as  a  whole  will  feel  that  in  time  of  war 
to  re-enact.  I  am  accused  of  bringing  it  is  necessary  to  increase  our  taxation, 
back  protection.  The  idea  of  protection  \  That  has  been  a  subject  of  controversy 
with  a  3d.  duty  per  cwt.  on  com  and  a  tonight.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
5d-  duty  per  cwt.  on  flour  is  absurd.  It  |  Camlachie  Division  boldly  said  that 
is  all  very  well  to  talk  about  a  certain  in  his  opinion  there  was  no  neces- 
number  of  cases  in  which  on  the  sity  for  increased  taxation  this  year 
announcement  of  the  duty  the  price  at  all ;  that  we  ought  to  have 
of  com  or  flour  may  have  been  raised,  borrowed  anything  we  wanted.  I  differ 
and  where  bakers  have  taken  advantage  entirely  from  that  proposition.  I  will 
of  the  opportunity  to  do  what  they  never,  while  I  am  Chancellor  of  the 
evidently  contemplated  before.  I  have  Exchequer,  refrain  in  time  of  war  from 
had  the  advantage  of  reading  some  of  ;  increasing  taxation  in  order  to  provide 
the  trade  journals  on  the  subject  of  the  part  of  the  money.  Of  coUrse  the 
increase,  and  I  see  that  the  rise  in  particular  circumstances  of  the  moment 
the    price    of    bread    in    such    districts    may  be  put  forward.     The  hon.  Member 


would,  by  the  bakers'  own  admission,  be 
considerably  higher  than  the  increase  in 


for  King's  hyxm  has  suggested  that  in 
the  present  circumstances  we  ought  to 


the  duty  would  warrant     Hon.  Members  '  hesitate  about  increasing  taxation.     It  is 


refer  to  these  things  as  if  they  were 
not  temporary  effects,  and  as  if  they 
would  permanently  continue.  They  will 
not  continue  a  week  or  a  month  longer 
than  there  is  any  real  change  in  the  price 
of  com  or  flour.    Just  the  same  thing 


all  very  well  to  talk  in  that  way.  But 
this  I  will  tell  the  Committee,  that 
whatever  happens,  assuming  that  all 
these  conferences  that  are  now  going 
on  in  South  Africa  end  in  peace — and 
I  wiU  venture  to  say  that  nothing  can 
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be  more  premature  than  the  rumours 
that  have  appeared  in  the  Press 
on  the  subject.  There  must  still  be 
an  infinitely  larger  expenditure  in 
the  course  of  the  year  before  us  than 
will  be  defrayed  by  the  taxation  which 
I  propose,  including  the  increased  taxation 
which  I  ask  the  Committee  to  sanction. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouthshire  asked 
what  will  happen  if  we  do  not  require 
all  that  I  propose  to  raise  by  taxation 
and  by  loan  for  the  purposes  of 
the  war,  or  purposes  connected  with 
the  war.  I  have  already  explained 
that  the  latter  head  covers  very  large 
expenditure.  The  purposes  of  the  war 
include  not  only  the  military  operations, 
but  all  the  payments  for  gratuities,  the 
payments  on  disembodiment  of  the  troops, 
for  transport  and  return  of  the  troops,  and 
matters  of  that  sort,  which  were  not 
included  in  the  original  Estimate  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  but  which 
will  have  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Vote 
which  he  proposed  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  the  war.  And  then  I  also 
said  there  were  further  expenses  con- 
nected with  compensation  to  loyalists, 
compensation  for  various  purposes  in 
South  Africa,  for  re-settlement,  relief, 
for  re-stocking  and  rebuilding  farms  and 
matters  of  that  kind,  for  all  of  which  the 
money  will  have  to  be  found,  and  for 
which  I  should  hope  the  money  to  be 
found  might  be  lent  by  us  to  the  Colonies 
affected. 


Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  There 
will  be  Estimates  presented,  I  presume  1 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Obviously, 
Sir.  The  assent  of  Parliament  will 
be  asked  in  the  ordinary  way  by  Esti- 
mates, or  Bills  placed  before  Parliament 
for  that  purpose.  Then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  he  hoped 
that  if  there  was  anything  left  from  the 
loan  it  would  be  devoted  to  paying  off 
debt.     Certainly,  Sir;   that  will   be  my 

first  desire.  We  have  a  very  consider- 
able sum  of  unfunded  debt — thirteen 
millions  of  Treasury  Bills,  and  I  think 
twenty-four  millions  of  Exchequer  Bonds, 
all  of  which  could  be  paid  off  without  the 
least  practical  difficulty  to  the  extent  of 
any  surplus  »that  might  be  derived  from 

Sir  M.  Hides  Beach, 


the  loan  which  the  House  sanctioned  the 
other  day.  Therefore,  I  hope  I  have 
shown  to  the  Committee  that  in  no  case 
will  the  taxation  we  are  now  asking  the 
Committee  to  vote  be  not  required  for 
the  services  of  the  year,  nor  can 
the  loan  be  expended  in  any  way 
that  is  not  approved.  I  now  turn  to 
the  suggestion  made  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  with  regard  to  the  general  circum- 
stances of  the  Budget.  I  have  been 
accused  of  not  raising  enough  by  taxation 
for  the  service  of  the  year  and  raising  too 
much  by  loan.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
have  proposed  to  raise  by  taxation  a  very 
large  sum  for  the  service  of  the  war  be- 
yond the  necessary  services  of  the  ordin- 
ary Estimates.  The  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  said  we  were  throwing  four-fifths  of 
the  cost  of  the  war  on  posterity. 


Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Three- 
fourths. 


*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  There  is  a 
difference  between  four  fifths  and  three- 
fourths. 


Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  promised  the 
figures,  but  we  have  not  yet  had  them. 


♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  can  teU 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that,  according 
to  our  Estimates,  I  anticipate  that  no 
less  than  £28,416,000  will  be  devoted 
from  the  revenue  to  the  purposes  of  the 
war,  including,  of  course,  the  sum  saved 
by  the  suspension  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  I  differ 
upon  that  latter  point.  The  Sinking  Fund 
is  raised  by  revenue,  and  is  devoted  by  law 
to  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  ordinary 
debt  of  the  country  ;  yet  when  Parliament 
sanctions  the  suspension  of  that  process, 
and  allows  it  to  be  devoted  to  the  purpose 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  year,  the 
sum  so  devoted  is  none  the  less  derived 
from  the  taxation  of  the  country. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  It  is 
increeing  the  debt  by  robbing  it  of  what 
should  be  paid  to  it 
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♦Sm  M.  mCKS  BEACH :  No,  Sir,  it 
18  not  increasing  the  debt.  It  is  de- 
laying paying  off  the  debt,  and  that 
is  a  very  different  matter,  as  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  if 
he  consults  his  bankers  upon  the  subject. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Haddington  made  an  interesting  speech, 
in  which  he  admitted  that  there  must  be 
an  increase  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
country,  and  said  he  did  not  approve 
of  increasing  indirect  taxation.  He 
suggested  certain  alterations  in  the  in- 
come tax,  to  which  I  hare  already 
alluded,  and  in  which  I  am  afraid  I 
disagree  with  him.  But  he  dwelt  much 
on  the  increase  of  the  wealth  of  the 
country  and  its  capacity  to  bear  taxation. 
The  lion,  and  learned  Gentleman  is 
perfectly  right;  there  has  been  great 
increase  in  the  wealth  of  the  country ; 
but  he  forgot  in  his  alignment  that  that 
increase  in  the  wealth  of  the  country^has 
been  by  no  means  confined  to  those '  increased  indirect  taxation.  What  is 
persons  only  who  pay  income  tax.   That  |  ^^^  o^'j  alternative  1     An  increase  in 


the  proposals  I  made  last  year,  and  of 
the  proposals  I  have  made  in  the  present 
Budget. 

I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  the  com  duty  tonight,  but 
what  are  the  only  practical  alternatives 
which  have  been  suggested  ?  It  is  said, 
put  fourpence  or  sixpence  on  the  income 
tax,  and  you  will  not  want  any  additional 
indirect  taxation  at  aU.  I  venture  to 
say,  and  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  agree  with  me,  that  if  yon 
were  to  proceed  on  that  basis  with  in> 
creasing  expenditure,  you  would  ab- 
solutely ruin  the  finances  of  the  country ; 
you  would  permanently  maintain  the 
income  tax  at  such  a  point  that  it 
would  be  absolutely  incapable  of  in- 
crease  in  time  of  war.  What  should 
we,  then,  do  in  a  time  of  emergency  ? 
Assuming  that  you  are  to  have  in- 
creased  expenditure,     you    must   have 


is  really  the  crux  of  the  situation.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  suggested  that  the  Umit  of  income 
tax  should  be  lowered  from  £160  to 
XlOO,  or  something  of  that  kind.  That 
has  been  often  suggested ;  and  what  is 
the  obstacle  in  the  way  ?  The  obstacle  is 


the  sugar  duties  ?  Will  hon.  Gentlemen 
just  think  for  a  moment  what  that 
means  1  My  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Selkirkshire,  to  whose  speech,  though 
he  was  opposed  to  myself,  I  listened  with 
appreciation  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
evening,  suggested  that  the  sugar  duty 


this— that  when  you  reduce  the  income  ^^S^^  ^  *>®  increased  instead  of  a  com 
tax  point,  so  to  speak,  you  also  largely 
increase  the  difficulty  and  expense  of 
collection ;  and  the  cheapest  way  to 
collect  taxation  from  the  classes  below 
the  present  income  tax  level  is,  in  my 
belief,  by  indirect  taxation.  Therefore  I 
am  absolutely  convinced  of  this — that,  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  increased 
expenditure  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  contemplates  in  the  future, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  increase 
indirect  taxation.  That  is  the  origin  of 
VOL.  CVL        [Fourth  Sbribs]. 


duty  being  imposed.  But  the  sugar  duty 
is  already  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the 
price  of  sugar.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said  sugar  was  a  comfort,  not  a  necessity 
of  life.  That  was  not  the  argument 
that  I  heard  from  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  last  year.  I  really  think 
myself  that,  looking  to  the  universal  use 
of  sugar,  you  can  hardly  call  it  anything 
eke  but  a  necessity.    Double  that  tax — 

40  per  cent,  on  the  price  of  sugar !    Is 

that  better  than  a  tax  of  3  per  cent,  on 
2K 
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the  price  of  corn  1  To  my  mind,  one 
would  be  infinitely  more  severe  on  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  population  than  the 
other.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  tonight 
on  the  relative  merits  of  taxation  of  corn 
and  sugar.  The  point  from  which  I  beg 
he  Committee  to  consider  the  question 
is  this.  Our  expenditure  is  increasing,  |  of  this  year. 
«and  must  increase ;  and  it  is  absolutely  ' 
impossible,  I  venture  to  say,  for  this 
country  to  meet  that  increased  expendi" 
ture  in  accordance  with  any  reasonable 
financial  system  unless  you  also  increase 
indirect  taxation.    Choose,  by  all  means, 


for  your  increase  of  indirect  taxation, 
that  which  will  press  least  heavily  ob 
the  people,  that  which  will  be  most 
diffusible  and  be  least  injurious  to  Any 
body  or  class ;  but  increase  indirect 
taxation  you  must,  and  that  is  why  I 
have  made  this  proposal  in  the  Budget 


(11.43.)  Question  put. 

The  Com  mittee  divided  : — Ayes,  290 
Noes,  61.     (Division  List  No.  124.) 


AYES. 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allan.  William  (Gateshead) 
Allhusen,  AupnstusH'nry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Amold-Koi>ter,  Hugh  O. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  Henry 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Ba^ot,  Capt.  Josceline  Fitzroy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balcarre**,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch*r 
Balfour,  Cant.  V.  B.  (Hornsev) 
Balfour,  RtHnGeraldW.(Leeiis 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.(Cliristch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,  RtHn.  SirMichaelHicks 
Bell,  Richard 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brook  held.  Colonel  Montagu 
Brunner,  Sir  John  TomUnsoD 
Ball,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Batcher,  John  George 


Caine,  William  Sproston 
Caldwell.  James 
Carlile.  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  ( DVbyshire 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 


Cawley,  Frederick 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm. 
Chaml>erlain.J.Au8ten(Worc*r 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  W^inston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cophill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohn(^harlesReady 
Conipton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corb^tt,  A.Cameron(Glaagow) 
(^orbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Ir>vin  Edwin  Bainbridge 
Cranl)orne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 


Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Da  vies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Dewar,T.R.(T'rffmlet«,S.Geo. 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson- Poyrder.  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFr'dDixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,  SirWilliam  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Kdward 
Dann,  Sir  William 
Dyke,Rt.Hn.SirWilliam  Hart 


Edwards,  Frank 

Efferton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 


Faber,  Edmund  B.  ( Hants, W. 
FellowesjHon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fergu88on,Rt.  Hn.Sir  J.  (Maiic*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Urocklehnrst 
Finch,  George  iL 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firlmnk,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Haves 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald , Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Fitzroy,Hon.  EdwardAlgemon 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhUipS.  ( Warwick,S,  W 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 


Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gladstone,RtHn.  Herbert  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
iodHon,SirAugustasFrederick 
iordon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naim 
;ore,HnG.R  C.Ormsby-(Salop 
«ore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Ormsby-  ( Line 
rorst,  Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
U)ulding,  Edward  Alfred 
vrant,  Corrie 
}ray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
vretton,  John 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churohill 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 


Hain,  Edward 

Haldane,  Richard  Boxdon 
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Hall,  Edward  llarehall 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  ThomM  F. 
Hambro,  Charlen  Eric 
HamUtoii.RtHiiLordG(Midd'x 
llamil  ton,  Marq.o(  Lood'ndfrry 
Hanbury ,  Rl.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Harcourt,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  William 
Hardy,  Laarence(  KentjAahf  rd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harmtworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haalam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay.  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hon. Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath,  ArthurHoward  ( Hanle^ 
Heath,  James(Staffords.,N.\\ . 
H elder,  Augustus 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon  •  Hodge,  U' »!  ►ertTrot  ter 
Hi^ginbottom,  S.  W. 
Ho)>nouse,  Henry  ( Somerset,  E. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,  J.F.(She«ield,  Brightaide 
Houlda worth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Jno.  (Kent,  Fa  versh' in 
Hozier,  Hon.  JaraesHenry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickerstelh 
Uutt<m,  John  (Yorks.  N.li.) 


Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jessel  ,Capt  ain  Herliert  M  erton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Jones,  WilliamtC'rnarvonshire 


Kennaway,  Rt,  Hn.  Su*  John  H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop. 


Larobtf)n,Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
LawHon,  John  Grant 
I^es,  Sir  Klliott  (IVirkenhead) 
Legge,  ( 'ol.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leve«on-(iower,Fre<lerickN.S. 
Levy,  Maurice 
Llewellyn,  Kvan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,rol.Charle«  W.(  Eve'»ham 
I^ng.Ut.Hn.  Walter  (BristoljS 
Lon^djile,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  FranciM  William 
I^NVther,  C.  (Cumh.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lucas,  CoL  Francis  (Lowstoft) 


Macartney,  RtHn  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maoonochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  ('harlot  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,CoL  HL.  B(CHmbs. 
M'Calmont,Col.J.(Antrim,E.) 
M'Crao,  George 
M'Iver.SirLe>vis(EdinburghW 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benj&min 


Maiendie,  Jamee  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddolph 
Maxwell,  W.J.H(Dumfne88h.) 
Mevsey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagn,  Hon.  J .  Scott  ( Hants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Rol»ert  Pacy 
More,Rol)t.Ja8i»er(Shron8hire) 
Morgan,  I)avidJ.(WalthmstV 
Morrell,  iieorge  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.(Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Rol>ert  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  iMiilip  ^V.  • 

Murrdy,Ht.Hn.A.Gr'h'm(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col .  Wy  ndliam  ( Bath ) 


Nicholf*on,  W^illiam  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 


O'Neill,  Hon.  Rol»ert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 


Parker,  Gilbert 
Parkes,  El)enezer 
Peai*e,Hert>t.Pike(Darlinfrton) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Sall'ron  Walden) 
Penn,  J«»hn 
Percy,  Earl 

Pi  1  km  <:ton,  Lieut. -Col.  Richard 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Emesit  George 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvl*,  RolHirt 


Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 


Randies,  John  S. 

Rankin.  Sir  James 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 

Katclili;  K.  F. 

Rattii:an,  Sir  William  Henry 

Kea,  Ru!*«ell 

Reid,  James  (Greenock) 

RenNvick,  George 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Hid  ley,  H  n.  M.  W.  (Stalybridge) 

Rigg,  Richard 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Rolierts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 

Rol)ertson,  Herl^ert  (Hacknoy) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 

Rot  hflchild,  Hon.  LionelWalter 
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Round,  James 

Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 

RuflseU,  T.  W\ 


Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Seely, Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Shaw.Stewart,M.  H .( Renfrew) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,HC(N'rth'mb.Tyne8ide 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 
S  tan  ley ,  Ed  ward  Jas.  ( Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes. ) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stroyan,  John 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 


Talljot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G(Oxf*dUniv. 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman-lHastings 
Thomas,JA(Grmorgan,Gower 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomkinsou,  James 
Tomliuson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tufnell,  Lieut -Col.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 


Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  William  HaU 
W^alton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
W^arr,  Augustus  Fiederick 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(Orkney 
Welby, Lt  Col.  A. C.  E(Taunton 
WelbV,SirCharles(i.E.(Notts,) 

Whiti},  George  (Norfolk) 
Wbitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,RtHnJPowell-(Birm 

Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York  E.  R. 
Wilson,Fred.W.(Norfolk,Mid, 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil80D,J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.  N. ) 
Wolff,  Guslav  Wilhelm 
Woodhou8e,SirJT(Hudder8fd 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 


Yerlmrgh,  Robert  Armstrong 


Tellers  fob  the  Ayes— 

Sir  WUUam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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NOES. 


Abraham,  Williaiii(Cork,N.E.) 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 


Blake,  Edward 
Boland,  John 
Brigg,  John 


Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Ham  ilton 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  William  Randa 


Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 


Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 


Gilhooly,  James 


Hammond,  John 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 


Jameson,  Major  J.  Enstaoe 


Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 


Kennedy,  Patrick  James 


London,  W. 


MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Macneill,  John  Grordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M^Cann,  James 
M»Govem,  T. 
M'Hngh,  Patrick  A. 
M*Kean,  John 
M»Killop,  W.  (Sligo.  North) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 


Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.(Galway,N .) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 


O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Kend'i('ripperary  Mid 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O' Connor,  Jame8(Wicklow,W. 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 


O'Malley,  William 
O'Shanghnessy,  P.  J. 


Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford> 

Roche,  John 


Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 


Thomp6on,DrEC(Monagh'n,N 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 


White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 


Youn^,  Samuel 
YoxaO,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noks — 

Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Resolution  to  be  reported  tomorrow ; 
Committee  to  sit  again  tomorrow. 

PUBLIC  OFFICES  (DUBLIN)  BILL. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [7  th  April],  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mr,  nannetti  (Dublin,  CoUege 
Qreen)  said  he  should  like  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  site  for  the  Science 
and  Art  Museum  in  Dublin  had  been 
selected  in  the  richest  part  of  the  city. 
He  was  quite  satisfied  that  many  more 
suitable    sites    could  be    found.      As  a 


citizen  of  Dublin  he  protested  against  the 
erection  of  a  building  in  a  part  of  the 
city  at  present  overcrowded  with  buildings. 
He  further  objected  to  the  site  because  a 
number  of  professional  men's  residences 
would  have  to  be  cleared  away.  He 
knew  that  the  argument  would  be  used 
that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Museum 
should  be  contiguous  to  other  Museums. 

It  being  Midnight,   the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Thursday. 


Adjourned  at  fire  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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V 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to 
the  following  BUls  have  been  complied 
with: — 

Manchester    and    Liverpool    Electric 
Express  Railway. 

West  Ham  Gas. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


FURNE88  RAILWAY  (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL, 


^       DERBYSHIRE  AND  NOTTINGHAM- 
'I  SUIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 

^       Reported,  with  an  Amendment. 


'ik* 


73 


t 


FINEDON    URBAN   DISTRICT    WATER 

BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment. 

RICKMANSWORTH  GAS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.  The  Orders  made  on  17th  of 
February  and  the  20th  of  March  last 
discharged,  and  Bill  committed. 

NATIONAL      TELEPHONE       COMPANY 
(KINGSTON-LT»ON.HULL)  BILL  [h.l  ]. 

Committed ;  the  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

COUNTY  COURTS  (IRELAND)  BILL  [h.l.j. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee without  further  Amendment. 
The  Report  of  the  Amendments  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  be 
received  on  Friday,  the  9th  of  May  next. 

CITY  OF  LONDON  (SPITALFIELDS 
MARKET)  BILL, 

COMMERCIAL  GAS  BILL, 

Read  2*  and  committed;  the  Com- 
mittees to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

VOL,  CVI.  [Fourth  Skrms.] 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE  ELECTRIC 
POWER  BILL, 

Read  2*,  and  committed. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY 
(CRUMUN  VIADUCT)  BILL, 

Read  2%  and  committed;  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL, 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  AND  RUSHDEN 
WATER  BOARD   BILL, 

MANCHESTER  CORPORATION 
TRAMWAYS  BILL, 

Read  2%  and  committed. 

WADHURST  GAS  BILL, 

Read  3^  with  the  Amendment,  and 
paased,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  (LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS)   BILL  [h.l.], 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee* 
with  Amendments. 

NORTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 

BILL  [H.L.], 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn; read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.  The  orders  made  on  24th  of 
February  and  20th  of  March  last  dis- 
charged ;  and  Bill  committed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)   BILL  [h.l. J, 

A  Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
the  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and 
1888,  relating  to  Ardsley  East  and  West, 
Barton  Regis,  Blaydon,  Chester-le-Street, 
Church  Stretton,  Tees,  Lower  Bebinjrton, 
Newbum,  Seghill,  Earsdon,  and  Tyne- 
mouth  (Rural),  and  Stanley  (Yorkshire). 

Presented  by  the  Earl  of  Dudley ;  read 
1*;  to  be  printed;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL  [h.l.]  (No.  46). 

A  Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882 
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and  1888,  and  the  Electric  Lighting 
(ScotlandV  Act,  1890,  relating  to  Car- 
noustie, Dumbarton,  Glasgow  (Kinning 
Park),  Qovan  (Extension),  Nairn,  and 
St.  Andrew's. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


TRADE  KEPOHTS :  ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  2768.     France  (Calais,  etc.). 
No.  2769.     Germany  (Chemnitz). 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
ACT.  1890  (THE  LONDON  (CLERKEN- 
WELL  AND  HOLBORN)  IMPROVE- 
MENT SCHEME,  1900). 

Statements  of  modifications  permitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  to  be  made  in  the  details 
of  the  London  (Clerkenwell  and  Holborn) 
Improvement  Scheme,  1900,  so  far  as 
relate  to  (1)  the  Union  Buildings  area; 
(2)  the  Aylesbury  Place  area.  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

Message  from  the  Commons,  That  they 
have  ordered  that  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  them  to  join  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes,  do  meet  the  Lords  Committee 
in  Committee  Room  B  on  Friday,  the 
2nd  of  May  next,  at  three  o'clock,  as 
proposed  by  their  Lordships. 

MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  Amendments.  The  Report  thereof 
to  be  received  on  Thursday  next,  and 
BiU  to  be  printed  as  amendea     (No.  48.) 

MATRIMONIAL  CAUSES  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [H.L.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  Amendment  ;  and  to  be  read 
3*  on  Thursday  next, 

NAVAL  PRIZE  BILL  [H.u]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  Amendments.  The  Report  thereof 
to  be  received  on  Thursday  next. 


LANDS  VALUATION  (SCOTLAND) 
AMENDMENT  BILL  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Lands  Valuation 
(Scotland)  Acts,  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
paration of  a  Supplementary  Valuation 
Roll,  was  presented  by  the  Lord  Balfour  ; 
read  I* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  rea<l 
2»  on  Friday,  the  2nd  of  May  next.  (No. 
49.) 

House  adjourned  at  half -past  Four 
o'clock  to  Thursday  next, 
half -past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  22nd  April,  1902. 


The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 

MEANS. 

The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


CROYDON    AND  DISTRICT    ELECTRIC 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  (by  order). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seoond 
time.'* 

(3.10.)  Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Notting- 
hamshire, Rushcliffe) :  I  desire  to  Ba> 
a  few  words,  not  upon  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  but  upon  another  point.  I  hold 
in  mv  hanoB  a  copy  of  a  Whip  sent  out 
as  follows — 

"Croydon  District  Electric  Tramwayi  Bill 
— Ab  the  Government  will  not  allow  any  dia 
cDssion  on  private  business  to-morrow  (Tueisda^') 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  will  be  nict- 
psned  till  Monday  next."  Signed,  W.  Uatx 
Dyke,  H.  W.  Forster,  Vicary  Gibbe,  Kenneth 
Balfour,  J.  Penn,  J.  E.  Ellis,  J.  T.  WoodhooM.* 

I  wish  to  explain  that  I  was  not  asked 
to  sign  my  name,  and  that  its  appear- 
ance  is  entirely  unauthorised.  I  have  no 
opinion  in  respect  of  the  Bill.  I  have 
received  from  Messrs.  Sherwood  &  Ca 
the  following  letter— 

*'  We  are  lorry  that  your  name  has  appeare*! 
on  the  notice  which  baa  been  sent  round  on 
behalf  of  Members  interested  in  the  rejection  <]f 
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this  Bill  stAting  that  tho  Second  Reacling  would 
be  postponed  till  Monday.  Our  instniotions 
were  clear  that  no  use  was  to  be  made  of  your 
name  without  your  express  permiBsion,  and  we 
can  only  regret  the  mistake  which  the  Whip's 
messenger  has  made.*'  —  Yours  faithfully, 
ShorwiKid  &  Co. 

It  is  not  a  slight  matter  thus  to  put  down 
the  names  of  Members  of  Parliament  with 
respect  to  a  Bill.  The  use  of  my  name 
was  entirely  unauthorised,  and  I  must 
say  I  do  not  think  this  is  a  satisfactory 
explanation  of  theaction  of  a  Parliamentary 
agent  in  dealing  with  the  names  of  hon. 
Memlwrs,  and  then  attributing  the 
mistake  to  a  Whip's  Messenger.  I  think 
the  heads  of  this  firm,  whom  I  have 
known  for  many  years,  should  have 
taken  care  that  the  Whip  was  issued  in  a 
proper  way. 

♦Mr.  FORSTER  (Kent,  Seven- 
oaks)  :  As  I  have  been  identified  with 
the  opposition  to  this  Bill  I  feel  it  only 
right  to  say  a  word  in  explanation  of 
tho  way  in  which,  as  I  understand  it,  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Rush- 
clifFe  Division  was  put  upon  this  Whip. 
I  found  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
feeling  was  developed  on  the  part  of 
Memlwrs  of  this  House  in  opposition  to 
this  Bill,  and  as  part  of  my  constituency 
is  affected  by  the  Bill,  and  as  represen- 
tatives of  the  Beckenham  Urban  District 
Council  came  to  consult  me  as  to  what 
steps  they  should  take  in  order  to  secure 
its  rejection,  I  had  an  interview  with 
the  representative  of  Messrs.  Sherwood 
and  Company  in  the  lobby,  and  gave  him 
the  names  of  the  hon.  Members  which 
appear  on  the  W'hip,  except  those  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  spoken,  and 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Huddersficld.  I 
suggested  to  the  Parliamentary  agent 
that  it  would  be  a  desirable  thing,  if  we 
could,  to  secure  the  support  of  the  two 
hon.  Members  who  sit  on  that  side  of 
the  House.  Now  I  come  to  the  wav  in  \ 
which  the  mistake  occurred.  The  ' 
Parliamentary  agent  wrote  down  on  a 
piece  of  paper  the  names  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  had  already  promised  to 
support  me  in  this  matter,  and  he  wrote 
on  the  back  of  the  same  piece  of  paper 
the  names  of  the  two  hon.  (lentlemen 
who  sit  opposite, merely  as  a  memorandum. 
When  he  hande<l  the  paper  to  the  person 
who  had  to  send  out  the  Whip  he  omitted 
to  erase  from  the  l>ack  of  the  paper  the 
names  which  had  l)een  placed  thereupon, 
and  the  clerk  who  copied  it  having  copied 


the  page  intended  to  be  copied,  then  saw 
the  two  names  on  the  back  and  put  them 
down.  I  do  not  pretend  that  that 
mitigates  what  I  fully  admit  to  be  a  very 
just  cause  of  oflTence  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men, and  I  can  assure  him  that  no  one 
regrets  it  more  than  I  do. 

♦  Mr.  speaker  :  The  Question  is, 
"That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second 
Time." 

♦Mr,    FORSTER:      I    thought    my 
hon.      friend      the     Deputy     Cnairman 
had      something     to     say.      Before      I 
deal    with     the     Bill     itself     I     should 
like    to    say  one  or    two    more    words 
upon  the  reason   why   I   object  to   the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill.     I  object  not 
on   the  merits  at  alL     I   have    nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  BilL 
I  do  not  even  know  whether  it  is  a  good 
Bill  or  a  bad  one.     I  object  to  it  because 
it  seems  to   me  that   there   has  been   a 
misinterpretation  of  the  spirit  of  one  of 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House.     The 
Bill  proposes  to  authorise  the  construction 
of  several  lines  of  tramway,  which  may 
be  roughly  described  as  three  continuous 
lines  of  tramway.    These  lines  originate  in 
Croydon,  and  pass  through  or  into  the  ad 
ministrative  areas  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  neighbou  ring  local  authorities.     Stand- 
ing Order  No.  22    provides  that  where 
it  is  proposed  to  construct  a  continuous 
line  of  tramways  which  pssses  through 
more  than    one   administrative  area,  it 
shall  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  the  local  authorities  having  jurisdic- 
tion   over    at    least    two-thirds  of    the 
route  proposed.    One  of  these  three  lines 
proposed  in  this  Bill  starts  in  Croydon, 
passes   through  the    district   of    Penge, 
and  terminates  in  the  district  of  Becken- 
ham.    It  lies  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  Corporation  of   Croydon    for  some- 
thing like- -roughly  speaking — 3 J  miles, 
in  Penge  IJ   miles,  and  in  Beckenham 
from  IJ  to  li  miles.    It  will,  therefore, 
be    apparent    to     the     House    that    to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  Standing 
Order  No.   22,  it  was  essential   for  the 
promoters   to  bring   up  the  consent  of 
Croydon  and  one  other  local  authority. 
When  the  Bill  was  before  the  Examiners 
it  was  found  that  Beckenham   objected 
to     the    Bill,     and    Penge     consented. 
Croydon   also    consented,   but  in    their 
letter  of  consent  made   reference  to  an 
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PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER 
63  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order 
No.  63  has  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

London  United  Tramways  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPUED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — 

Birmingham  Assay  Ofl&ce  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

KENT  WATER  BILL. 

SOUTHPORT  AND  LYTHAM  TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

MUTARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

DUBLIN  PORT  AND  DOCKS  BOARD 

BILL, 

HAUFAX  CORPORATION  BILL, 

CALEDONIAN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

^Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed];  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

CATERHAM  AND  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL 

[Lords], 

DA  RLE  Y  DALE  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

LIVERPOOL  GRAIN  STORAGE  AND 
TRANSIT  COMPANY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendm«it;  'Rer 
port  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

BOURNEMOUTH  GAS  AND  WATER 

BILL, 

SOUTH  WALES  ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION   BILL, 

NORTH  BRITISH  RAILWAY  (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL, 

NORTH  BRITISH   RAILWAY  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

CROFTERS'  HOLDINGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1886)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2)  BILL 

Second  Reading  deferred  from  to- 
morrow till  Wednesday,  7th  May. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
**An  Act  to  authorise  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District  Council,  in  the  County 
of  Glamorgan,  to  construct  and  work 
tramways;  to  make  a  new  road,  street 
widenings,  and  improvements;  to  make 
additional  waterworks;  to  confer  upon 
the  Council  further  powers  with  respect 
to  their  water  and  gas  undertakings ;  to 
borrow  additional  moneys  ;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Rhondda  Urban  District 
Council  Tramways  Bill  (Lords).] 

And  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  provide  for  the  revision  of  the  register 
of  freehold  tenants  of  the  manor  of 
Rusthall ;  and  for  better  defining  and 
regulating  their  rights;  and  for  amend- 
ing the  Kusthall  Manor  Acts,  1739  and 
1863;  and  for  other  purposea."  [Rust- 
hall  Manor  BiU  (Lonis).] 
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RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [Lords]. 

RU8THALL  MANOR  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  £xainiiiers  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

LONDON  AND  INDIA  DOCKS  (VARIOUS 
POWERS)  BILL.  » 

Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Wands- 
worth ;  Croydon  ;  and  Nottingham ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petitio.is  in  favour:  From  Bedwelitj; 
Chatham  ;  and  Sale ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIKS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Islington,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PLUMBERS  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Bolton,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

Petition  from  Todmordcfti,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING) 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1887)  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Bonhill  and 
Comrie ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OP  LAND  V^ALUES. 

Petitions  for  le/islation  :  From  Cardiff 
and  Newark  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petition  from   Mere,   against;    to 
upon  the  Table. 


lie 


ROYAL  DECLARATION. 

Petition  from  Seaforth,  against  altera- 
tion of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Hornsea; 
Whithaven  ;  Great  Ayton ;  Handsworth ; 
and  Manchester ;  and  Salford ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SHOPS  BILL. 
Petition  from   Fulham,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
Return  [presented  21st   April]  to  be 
printed.     [Iso.  151.] 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  modifi- 
cations permitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  to  be 
made  in  the  details  of  The  London 
(Clerkenwell  and  Holbom)  Improvement 
Scheme,  1900,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
Aylesbury  Place  Area  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  modifi- 
cations permitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  to  be 
made  in  the  details  of  The  London 
(Clerkenwell  and  Holbom)  Improvement 
Scheme,  1900,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
Union  Buildings  Area  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE. 
Account  presented,  of  the  Gross  Public 
Income  and  Expenditure  in  the  year 
ended  Slst  March,  1902,  together  with 
the  BJances  in  the  Exchequer  at  the 
commencement  and  at  the  termination  of 
the  year,  and  the  Amounts  received  into 
or  issu^  from  the  Exche(|Uer  in  respect 
of  Ftrnded  and  Unfunded  Debt  created  or 
redeemed  in  the  said  year  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  152.] 

EAST  INDIA  (RAILWAYS   AND 
IRRIGATION  WORKS.) 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  17th  AprU;  Mr,  Prke] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  print«cL  [No. 
153.] 
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PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER 
63  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order 
No.  63  has  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

London  United  Tramways  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speakrk  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — 

Birmingham  Assay  Ofl&ce  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

KENT  WATER  BILL, 

SOUTHPORT  AND  LYTHAM  TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

OTUTARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed 

DUBLIN  PORT  AND  DOCKS  BOARD 

BILL, 

HALIFAX  CORPORATION  BILL, 

CALEDONIAN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

•Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed];  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

CATERHAM  AND  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL 

[Lords], 

DARLEY  DALE  WATER  BILL  [Lobos]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

LIVERPOOL  GRAIN  STORAGE  AND 
TRANSIT  COMPANY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendm«it;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

BOURNEMOUTH  GAS  AND  WATER 

BILL, 

SOUTH  WALES  ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION   BILL, 

NORTH  BRITISH  RAILWAY  (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL, 

NORTH  BRITISH   RAILWAY  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

CROFTERS*  HOLDINGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1886)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2)  BILL 

Second  Reading  deferred  from  to- 
morrow till  Wednesday,  7th  May. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
**An  Act  to  authorise  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District  Council,  in  the  County 
of  Glamorgan,  to  construct  and  work 
tramways;  to  make  a  new  road,  street 
widenings,  and  improvements ;  to  make 
additional  waterworks;  to  confer  upon 
the  Council  further  powers  with  respect 
to  their  water  and  gas  undertakings ;  to 
borrow  additional  moneys  ;  and  for  other 
purposes. '*  [Rhondda  Urban  District 
Council  Tramways  Bill  (Lords).] 

And  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  provide  for  the  revision  of  the  register 
of  freehold  tenants  of  the  manor  ol 
Rusthall ;  and  for  better  defining  and 
regulating  their  rights;  and  for  amend- 
ing the  Kusthall  Manor  Acts,  1739  and 
1863;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Rust- 
hall  Manor  BiU  (Lonis).] 
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RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  [Lords]. 

RUSTHALL  MANOR  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

LONDON  AND  INDIA  DOCKS  (VARIOUS 
POWERS)  BILL.  » 

Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Wands- 
worth ;  Croydon  ;  and  Nottingham ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Bedwelity; 
Chatham  ;  and  Sale ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Islington,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PLUMBERS  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Bolton,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

Petition  from  Todmordclti,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HOUStlS  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING) 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1887)  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Bonhill  and 
Comrie  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OP  LAND  VALUES. 

Petitions  for  le/islation  :  From  Cardiff 
and  Newark  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Mere,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ROYAL  DECLARATION. 

Petition  from  Seaforth,  against  altera- 
tion of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  Hornsea; 
Whithaven ;  Great  Ay  ton ;  Handsworth ; 
and  Manchester ;  and  Salford ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SHOPS  BILL. 
Petition  from   Fulham,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Return  [presented  21st  April]  to  be 
printed.     [Iso.  151.] 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  modifi- 
cations permitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  to  be 
made  in  the  details  of  The  London 
(Clerkenwell  and  Holbom)  Improvement 
Scheme,  1900,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
Aylesbury  Place  Area  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  modifi- 
cations permitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  to  be 
made  in  the  details  of  The  London 
(Clerkenwell  and  Holbom)  Improvement 
Scheme,  1900,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
Union  Buildings  Area  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

Account  presented,  of  the  Gross  Public 
Income  and  Expenditure  in  the  year 
ended  3l8t  March,  1902,  together  with 
the  B^ances  in  the  Exchequer  at  the 
commencement  and  at  the  termination  of 
the  year,  and  the  Amounts  received  into 
or  issued  from  the  Exche(|uer  in  respect 
of  Funded  and  Unfunded  Debt  created  or 
redeemed  in  the  said  year  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  152.] 

EAST  INDIA  (RAILWAYS   AND 
IRRIGATION  WORKS.) 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  17th  AprU;  Mr.  Price];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  print«cL  [No. 
153.] 
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TREATY  SERIES  (No.  10,  1902). 


Copy  presented,  of  Agreement,  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  France 
respecting  Commercial  Relations  between 
France  and  Zanzibar.  Signed  at  London, 
27th  June,  1901.  Ratifications  ex- 
chanced  at  London,  22nd  February,  1902 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIFS). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2768  and  2769  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1887 
(EVICTION  NOTICES.) 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Eviction 
Notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
31st  March,  1902  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LAND  REGISTRY. 

Return  ordered,  **  of  the  work  done 
in  the  Land  Registry  under  the  Land 
Transfer  Acts,  1875  and  1897,  The  Land 
Registry  Act,  1862,  the  Mortgage 
Debenture  Acts,  1865  and  1870,  The 
Improvement  of  Land  Act,  1864,  The 
Land  Charges  Rt»gistration  and  Searches 
Act,  1888,  The  Land  Charges  Act,  1900, 
The  Middlesex  Registry  Act,  1 708,  and 
The  Land  Registry  (Middlesex  Deeds) 
Act,  1891  ;  and  showing  the  amount  of 
Fees  received,  and  the  amount  of 
Salaries  and  Expenses,  in  the  Land 
Registry  from  the  1st  day  of  April,  1901, 
to  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1902  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No 
315,  of  Session  1901)."— (iJfr.  H.  D. 
Greene.^ 


SEA  FISHERIES  OF  THE  UNITED 
KINGDOM. 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Statistical  Tables 
and  Memorandum  relating  to  the  Sea 
Fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the 
year  1901 ;  including  also  a  Return 
showing  the  quantity  of  fish  carried  by 
railway  from  each  of  the  principal  ports 
of  England  and  Wales,  Scotland  and 
Ireland  in  each  year  from  1896  to  1901, 
inclusive  (in  continuation  of  Parliamen- 
tary P^)er,  No.  32,  of  Session  1901)."— 
{Mr,  Gerald  Balfour,) 


TEACHERS'  PENSION  FUND 
(IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  relative  thereto,  show 
ing— 


Total  income. 
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1880.. 
1881.. 
1882.. 
1888.. 
1884.. 
1886.. 
1880.. 
1887.. 

IflftR 
xooo. . 

1889.. 

lOvO. . 

1891.. 
1898.. 
1893.. 
1894.. 
1896.. 
1896.. 
1897.. 
1898. . 
1899.. 
1900.. 
1901.. 


—{Mr.  Thomas  ffDannell) 

EAST  INDIA  (ASSAM  LABOUR  AND 
EMIGRATION). 

Address  for  "  Return  of  Reports  and 
Correspondence  relating  to  Act  No.  6  of 
1901,  to  consolidate  and  amend  Uie 
Law  relating  to  Emigration  to  the  Labour 
Districts  of  Assam.**— (i/r.  Schwann,) 


(3.45;)  QUESTIONS. 


South  African  War— Peace 
Negotiations. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  :  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if  he  can  state  whether  there 
was  any  Law  of  the  late  Transvaal  Re- 
public by  which  Transvaal  delegates  to 
any  peace  conference  were  required  to 
refer  any  proposed  terms  of  peace  to  the 
commandoes  in  the  field  for  their 
approval. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 
Binnin^ham,  W.) :  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
legislation  which  deals  with  this  partiou- 
lar  point 
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Mr,  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
8) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  Government  will 
either  publish  the  documents  relating  to 
Spion  Kop  whose  immediate  publication 


notwithstanding  the  knowledge  of  the 
Government  of  Lord  Roberts's  opinion  on 
the  Spion  Kop  operations ;  and  can  he 
explain  why  General  Buller  was  given  the 
command  of  the  First  Army  Corps, 
having    regard    to  the    promise  of  tne 


Sir  Charles  Warren  solicits,  or  permit  Sir  ;  Secretary  of  State  for  War  that  the  com- 
Charles  Warren  to  publish  the  copies  j  manders  should  be  ready  and  able  to  take 
thereof  in  his  possession.  the  field. 


Mr,  CLAUDE  LOWTHER  (Cumber- 
land, Eskdale) :  I  also  l)eg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  seeing  that 
the  despatches  reflecting  on  the  military 
d^iacity  of  Sir  Charles  Warren  have  been 
written  by  an  officer  whom  the  GU)vem- 
ment  have  judged  unfit  to  command  an 
Army  Corps  at  home,  whether  they  will 
publish,  or  allow  Sir  Charles  Warren  to 
publish,  his  report,  although  it  does  not 
form  part  of  the  original  despatches,  re- 
futing the  charges  brought  against  him. 

The  secretary   of  STATE  for 
WAR    (Mr.   Brodrick,   Surrey,   Guild- 
ford): I  distinctly  told  both  hon.  Members 
yesterday  that  neither  would  the  docu- ' 
ment«  referred  to  be  published   by   the  | 
€k>vemment,    nor    would  permission   be  I 
given  to  Sir  Charles  Warren  to  publish  I 
them. 

Mr,  swift  MACNEILL  :  For  what  [ 

reasons  t  * 

I 

Mr.  CLAUDE  LOWTHER :    May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if,  on  the 
termination  of  hostilities,  any  opportunity  ' 
will  be  afiorded  to  Sir  Charles  vVarren  of  , 
vindicating  his  character  ? 

Mr.  brodrick  :  I  cannot  say  what 
will  be  done  when,  on  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  there  is  an  inquiry  into  the   war.  ' 
But,  so  far  as  any  newspaper  controversy,  ' 
sucb  as  seems  to  be  contemplated  by  the  | 
Question,  is  concerned,  the  decision  of  the 
Government  is  absolute. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  LOWTHER:  I  beg  to 
give  notice  that  I  will  raise  the  question 
at  the  first  possible  opportunity. 

Mr.  SWHT  MACNEILL:   I  beg  to 
ask    the   Secretary    of     State  for  War 
whether  he  will  state  what  explanation, 
if  any,  can  be  given  for  the  fact  that  on  < 
his  return  from  South    Africa    General  j 
Buller  was  praised  in  an  Army    Order, 


Mr.  brodrick  :  I  must  decline  to 
discuss  either  of  these  statements  within 
the  limits  of  a  reply  to  a  Question  across 
the  House. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  When  wiU 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  his 
reasons  ? 

♦Mr,  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  he  declines  to 
answer  the  Question,  and  he  is  within  his 
right  in  doing  so. 

Mr,  swift  MACNEILL:  With 
great  respect,  Sir,  may  I  not  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  when  he  says  he  cannot 
give  me  the  information  by  way  of  an 
answer  across  the  floor  of  the  House, 
when  he  will  give  this  explanation  ) 

Mr.  brodrick  :  When  my  action, 
or  the  action  of  the  Government,  is 
challenged,  I  shall  be  ready  to  explain  at 
any  time. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  state  what  was  the  con- 
clusion at  which  Lord  Roberts  arrived 
with  respect  to  the  adoption  of  the  sug- 
gestion made  to  him  of  the  propriety  of 
the  official  publication  of  the  full  text  of 
Greneral  BuJler's  heliographic  message  to 
Sir  George  White  at  Lady  smith — a  sug- 
gestion \vhich  Lord  lioberts  stated,  in  an 
official  letter  dated  8th  November,  was 
receiving  very  careful  consideration. 

Mr.  brodrick  :  I  have  already  indi- 
cated  the  opinion  of  the  Government  in 
this  matter,  and  Lord  Roberts  is  entirely 
in  accord  with  it. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  On  what 
grounds  ] 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, are  we  ever  going  to  know  the  text 
of  the  Ladysmith  heliogram  ? 
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Mr.  BRODRICK  :  It  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Gk)vemment  to  publish  isolated 
telegrams  in  any  case,  and,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Government,  no  case  has  yet  been 
made  out  to  make  it  necessary  to  publish 
the  whole  of  the  correspondence  relating 
to  the  conduct  of  operations  in  Natal. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Was  not 
General  Buller  dismissed  for  publishing 
an  isolated  telegram  *? 

♦Mr,  speaker  :  Oi-der,  order  1 

Omissions  from  Official  Despatches. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  practice  at 
the  Foreign  Office  is  to  signify  by  asterisks 
OTlacuTUBy  or.by  the  heading  **Extract,"  that 
documents  published  by  tnat  Office  are  not 
published  in  their  entirety;  will  he  ex- 
plain why  a  diflferent  practice  prevails  at 
the  War  Office ;  and,  with  the  view  of  pre- 
venting the  publication  of  documents 
from  which  passages  have  been  suppressed, 
without  any  notification  of  the  suppres- 
sion, from  conve3dng  the  impression 
that  these  documents  are  published  in 
their  entirety  and  misleading  the  public, 
whether  he  will  alter  the  practice  by 
which  documents  from  which  material 

Eassages  have  been  suppressed  are  pub- 
shed  by  the  War  Office  as  complete 
accounts  of  the  transactions  to  which 
they  relate. 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  It  never  has  been 
the  practice  to  publish  despatches  with 
asterisks  or  Iocutke  indicating  omitted 
portions,  and  I  have  no  intention  of 
altering  this  practice. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question  as  to  the 
practice  at  the  Foreign  Office, 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  he  had  no  desire 
to  alter  the  practice,  which  was,  he  be- 
lieved, to  put  something  in  the  heading. 

Boer  Burghers*  Permits. 

MR.KEIR  HARDIE(Merthyr  TydvU): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  will  state  by  whose 
authority  the  military  authorities  in  the 
Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colonies 
charge  6d.  each  time  they  issue  a  permit 
to  members  of  burghers*  families,  either 


to  leave  their  farms  or  to  bring  food 
from  the  towns ;  and  can  he  state  how 
the  proceeds  of  the  sums  derived  from 
these  fees  for  permits  are  employed. 

THE  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  I  have  no 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  Question. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  Have  any  in- 
quiries been  made?  This  custom  is 
productive  of  considerable  embarrass- 
ment to  the  people.  It  ought  to  be 
stopped  if  it  is  not  legal. 

Lord  STANLEY :  No,  Sir. 

Boyal  Army  Medical  Corps. 
Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE  :  I  bee  to  ask  the 
Secretiry  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
vacant  steps  in  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps,  under  Article  362  of  the  Royal  War- 
rant, have  been  filled  up ;  and  whether  it 
is  intended  that  the  officers  concerned  will 
have  their  promotion  ante-dated,  in  view 
of  their  having  been  kept  out  of  pay  and 
allowances  for  over  six  months :  and 
whether  retired  and  seconded  officers  are 
shown  under  that  grade  and  their  places 
left  vacant  contrary  to  the  rule  and 
practice  in  other  corps. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  promotions 
consequent  on  the  vacancies  in  the  ranks  of 
Surgeon  -  General  and  Colonel,  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps,  have  been  gazetted. 
The  selection  of  officers  for  mcreased 
pay  under  Article  362  of  the  Pay 
Warrant  has  been  made.  These  pro- 
motions will  be  ante-dated.  Seconded 
and  retired  officers  employed  «^  not 
included  in  the  authorised  number  of  the 
ranks  referred  to,  though  shown  therein. 

Bands  for  Boyal  Qanrison  Begiments. 

Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
sanction  bands  for  the  Royal  Garrison 
Regiments ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
many  of  the  men  are  ex-bandsmen  and  at 
present  are  debarred  from  keeping  up 
their  musical  training. 

Lord  STANLEY :  Bands  have  already 
been  sanctioned  for  these  regiments. 
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Guard  Boom  Beds*  ;  in  the  auxiliary  condensers  of  the  "  Sparti- 

Captain  JESSEL:  I  beg  to  ask  the  |  ate."  Whilst  steaming,  three  of  the  tubes 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he  in  the  main  condenser  broke,  and  one 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  abolishing  i  tube  split ;  in  consequence  100  tubes 
the  guard  bed,  which  is  a  structure .  of !  were  orawn  for  examination  and  test, 
sloping  planks  with  a  wooden  head-rest  {  The  results  were  not  satisfactory,  and  it 
in  lieu  of  a  pillow,  and  which  is  at  present  was  decided  entirely  to  retube  the  con- 
in  use  in  guardrooms  in  the  United  King- 1  denser.  The  time  taken  in  withdrawing 
dom,  and  substituting  barrack  cots  with  ,  the  old  tubes  was  ten  days,  and  in  insert- 
coir  mattresses  and  pillows  ;  and  whether  i  ing  the  new  tubes  fifty-three  days.  The 
he  is  aware  that  this  change  has  already  |  *'  Spartiate "  will  recommence  her  trials 
been  carried  out  in  India  and  China.  i  today  or  tomorrow. 

I 

I/>RD  STANLEY  :  The  matter  shaU  be  ,  Mb,  WIIJ.IAM  ALLAN :  ^\^lat  has 
considered.  |  k^pt  the  vessel  idle  two  years  ? 


H.M.8.  "Medusa." 
Mr,  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : ,  Port«month  Dockyard. 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- ,  Mr,  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
alty  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  boiler  j  mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
■pace  in  H.M.S.  "Medusa"  was  too  small  '  the  Admiralty  whether  there  is  a  pros- 
for  the  Diirr  water-tube  boilers  at  present  pect  of  reduction  of  work  and  consequent 
being  fitted  into  her  at  Jarrow,  and  that  dismissal  of  employees  from  Portsmouth 
the  tubes  had  to  be  bent  to  get  them  into  j  Dockyard, 
the  space ;  and  will  he  state  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  error.  !      Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  Therp  will 

'  be  no  diminution  in  the  amoimt  of  work 
im^  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- ,  at  Portsmouth  Dockyard,  and  no  reduc- 
ALTY   (Mr.    Arnold- Forster,   Belfast,  !  tion  in  the  number  of  men  employed  is 
W.) :  The  arrangement  of  boilers  in  the  '  in  contemplatioa 
"  ^ledu8a  "  was  designed  by  Messrs.  Diirr,  , 

the  patentees  and  makers  of  the  boiler,  ,  a— ^-^-^^  n—r*,— ♦-««««  ♦i»-^iff«,»« 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Boiler  Com- !  ^^»«^»*»»^*  Paymasten  in  the  Navy, 
mittee.  The  boilers  are  not  too  large  for  ^^^  WILLIAM  ALLAN  :  I  beg  to 
the  space  available,  but  in  order  to  avoid  I  ^^  ^^®  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
the  necessity  of  altering  projecting  coal  |  whether  he  will  explain  why  assistant 
bunker  bulkheads,  and  to  avoid  ha\^g  to  ,  paymasters  in  His  Majesty's  Navy  are 
remove  fee<l  pumps  when  drawing  tubes,  ,  promoted  to  pajrmasters  at  thirty-one 
a  few  of  the  tubes  in  the  outermost  rows  i  y^^  ^^  *g®>  ^^^^6  engineers  are  not  pro- 
of each  boiler  have  been   slightly   bent,    moted  to  chiefs  until  thirty-eight  years  of 


age ;  and  if  he  can  state  why  the  engineer- 
ing branch  of  the  Navy  is  thus  treated  in 
the  matter  of  promotion. 


This  was  done  by  agreement  with  Messrs. 
Diirr,  and  under  the  direction  of  their 
representative.  It  is  not  anticipated  that 
the  boilers  will  be  less  effective  on  account ! 

of  the  alteration.  It  was  necessary  be-  Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  :  Promo- 
cause  the  "  Medusa "  was  not  ongmally  '  tions  are  made  in  each  branch  of  the 
designed  for  this  particular  type  of  boiler.  I  service    according  to   the  circumstances 

and    necessities    of    that  branch.      The 
H.M.8.  "  Spartiate."  average  age  at  which  assistant  paymasters 

Mr.   WILLIAM   ALLAN:    I   beg  to    are  promoted  to  be  paymasters  at  the 


ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admintlty 
whether  he  will  state  how  many  tubes 
were  in  the  condensers  of  H.M.S. 
•*  Spartiate,"  how  many  were  faulty,  what 


present  time  is  thirty-one  years  and  four 
months.  The  average  age  at  which 
engineers  are  promoted  to  chief  engineers 
is  thirty-six  years  and  three  months  at 


was  the  nature  of  the  fault,  and  what    the  present    time.      It  is  necessary   to 


time,  in  days,  has  been  spent  in  re-tubing 
the  condenser. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  There  are 


observe  that  a  chief  engineer  ranks  with  a 
staff  paymaster,  and  that  the  average  age 
at  whicn  the  rank  of  staff  paymaster  is 
reached  is  thirty-seven  years  and  three 


10,104  tubes  in  the  main  and  2,474  tubes  j  months,  or  one  year  later  than  the  average 


931 


Quesiions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 


932 


tkg^  at  which,  under  present  circumstances, 
<£ief  engineers  receive  their  appoint- 
ment. 

Ctoyemment  Employees  and  the  Corona- 
tion uolidays. 

Mr.  KEIE  HARDIE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  dockyard  and  other  employees  in  his 
Department  are  to  be  allowed  to  choose 
whether  or  not  they  will  observe  the 
coronation  holidays,  or  whether,  if  these 
holidays  are  to  be  made  compulsory,  the 
employees  are  to  be  paid  their  full 
wages. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  Royal 
Dockyards  will  be  closed  on  the  26th  and 
27  th  June,  which  days  are  to  be  observed 
as  public  holidays.  The  holidays  will  be 
compulsory,  but  full  wages  will  be  paid  in 
respect  of  them. 

Horse  Breeding  in  India. 

Mr,  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  can  say  when 
he  will  be  able  to  present  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  sent  to  inquire  into  the 
•causes  of  the  failure  of  horse-breeding  in 
India. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  The  hon.  Member  refers,  I 
presume,  to  the  "  Report  of  the  Horse  and 
Mule  Breeding  Commission  assembled 
imder  the  orders  of  the  Gk)vemment  of 
India,  1900-01."  The  Report  has  been 
printed,  and  copies  are  obtainable  from 
the  India  Office,  on  payment.  I  do  not 
propose  to  present  it  to  Parliament,  but  I 
shall  be  glad  to  place  copies  in  the  library 
of  the  House  for  the  convenience  of  hon. 
Members. 

Indian  Barracks  Accommodation. 

Mr,  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  dimensions  of  the  rooms  and  quarters 
provided  for  native  commissioned 
officers,  and  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
native  Indian  troops  in  the  cantonments 
at  Ahmedabad,  Baroda,  Cawnpore,  and 
Lucknow  do  not  come  up  to  the  standard 
authorised,  will  he  state  whether  arrange- 
ments are  in  progress  in  each  of  these 
cantonments  to  provide  new  buildings 
<)ontaining  the  authorised  accommodation  ; 


and,  if  so,  can  he  say  by  what  date  each 
cantonment  indicated  is  expected  to  be 
provided  with  the  improved  accommoda- 
tion. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  cannot  say 
whether  new  buildings  are  imder  con- 
struction at  the  stations  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Member:  but  I  know  that  the 
(rovemment  of  India  are  fully  alive  to 
the  importance  of  improving  native 
barracks  wherever  they  are  defective  up 
to  the  authorised  standard,  according  a« 
opportunity  offers. 

Mr.  weir  :  Does  that  apply  to  Cawn- 
pore and  Lucknow ) 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  Yes. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Nothing  has  been  done 
there) 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  no 
details. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  will  furnish  them. 

India  and  the  West  Indian  Sugar 
Industry. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Inoia  whether,  in  view  of  the  announce- 
ment that  a  grant  in  aid  will  be  gjy^n 
from  the  Imperial  fimds  to  the  We^t 
Indian  Sugar  Colonies,  it  is  intended  to 
assist  Indian  native  and  Mauritius  sugar 
growers  by  the  imposition  of  import 
duties  against  the  Austrian  and  Grerman 
cartels  until  the  bounties  are  abolished  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Brussels 
Sugar  Convention. 

I      Lord   G.    HAMILTON:    There    are 

;  countervailing  duties  on  sugar  in  opera- 

!  tion  in  India  against  the  bounty  or  cartel 

j  system  of  foreign  countries,  and  if  these 

duties  are  proved  to  be  insufficient  it  is 

in  the  power  of  the  Government  of  India 

to  raise  them. 

India  and  the  Army  Scheme. 
Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Indian 
Grovemment  have  expressed  any  opinion 
on  the  charge  of  £786,000  a  year  pro- 
posed by  the  Army  scheme  of  this  year 
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to  be  added  to  the  financial  respon- 1 
sibilities  of  India ;  if  so,  will  he  state  its  i 
piiqwrt. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  have  heard 
from  the  Government  of  India,  and  am  in 
communication  with  the  War  Office  on  the 
subject  to  which  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  refers.  The  Government  of 
India  urged  certain  objections  against  the 
financial  effect  of  the  War  Office  proposals. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  WTien  wUl  the  noble 
Lord  be  able  to  inform  the  House  of  the 
nature  of  these  objections  Y 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  am  stiU  in 
correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  on  the  matter,  and  am 
unable  to  make  a  statement  imtil  that 
correspondence  is  completed. 

West  Africa— Bainsford  y.  Browne. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo.  E.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in 
the  case  of  Rainsford,  lately  District 
Commissioner  of  West  Africa,  against 
Major  Browne,  of  the  West  Africa 
(Ashanti)  Force  for  libel,  arrest,  and 
false  imprisonment,  tried  in  the  Dublin 
Courts  before  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  and 
a  special  jury  last  February,  in  which 
judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff 
with  £500  damages,  the  amount  of  the 
damages  has  since  been  paid,  and  the 
defendant  has  abandoned  his  intention 
of  moving  for  a  new  trial ;  whether  the 
Government  have  paid  the  damages  or 
required  Major  Browne  to  pay  them 
from  his  private  resources  ;  and  whether 
he  has  any  objection  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  the  charge  of  tlie  Lord  Chief  Baron 
to  the  jury  in  that  case,  which  dealt 
with  propositions  of  constitutional  law 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  courts 
where  the  country  is  in  a  state  of 
rebellion. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  am  aware 
of  the  circumstances  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers.  The  Gold  Coast  Govern- 
ment has  paid  to  Major  Browne  the 
amount  of  the  damages  in  the  action. 
The  latter  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  should  be  addressed  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Irdand. 


Budget  Propoealt—Ctoni  and  Flour  Dutias, 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rusheliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  a  statement  giving  the- 
name  of  all  articles  on  which  the  customs- 
import  duties  of  3d.  and  5d.  respectively 
will  be  charged,  with  the  quantities  of 
each  imported  during  the  financial  year 
ending  3l8t  March,  1902,  and  the 
respective  amounts  which  each  article* 
would  have  contributed  had  the  proposed 
duty  been  then  in  operation. 

*TuB  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Bkach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
place  on  the  Paper  a  Motion  for  such  a 
Return  as  he  desires,  I  will  see  what  can 
be  given. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  give  in  the  Return  fuller 
details  of  the  articles  subject  to  the  flour 
and  meal  duty?  When  the  tariff  was 
abolished,  all  such  articles  were  enumer* 
ated.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  have 
them  in  detail  now. 

Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  Will  not  a  list  of  articles 
be  supplied  to  all  the  Custom  Houses  in 
the  Kingdom,  and  cannot  the  House 
have  a  copy  of  that  1 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  Of  course 
any  such  list  will  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  House. 


Malting  Barley  Oontracta. 

Mr.  ORMSBY-GORE  (Lincobshire, 
Gainsborough) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if,  in  view 
of  Section  10  of  the  Finance  Act,  1901, 
not  covering  the  existing  contracts 
between  maltsters  and  brewers  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  he  would  exempt  such 
contracts  for  barley  imported  for  malting 
purposes  from  the  operation  of  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  com. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  cannot  say 
whether  the  section  covers  or  does  not 
cover  the  particular  class  of  contracts 
referred  to.  But  in  any  case  I  could  not 
propose  to  Parliament  the  exemption  of 
such  contracts  from  the  com  duty. 
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Death  Duties. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer can  he  state  whether  the  capital 
value  of  free  personalty  whereon  death 
duties  were  paid,  which  in  1899-1900 
was  £198,971,000  and  m  1900-1901  was 
£181,823,000,  had  increased  or  decreased 
in  1901-1902,  and  also  what  the  amount 
actually  was  for  the  latter  year ;  and 
can  he  state  whether  the  number  of 
estates  exceeding  £1, 0*^0, 000,  which  in 
1900- 1901  were  nine  in  all,  had  increased 
or  decreased  in  1901-1902,  and  also  what 
was  the  number  thereof  in  the  latter  year. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  final 
figures  for  1901  1902  are  not  yet  avail- 
able, but  it  is  expected  that  the  capital 
value  of  free  personalty  whereon  death 
duties  were  paid  will  prove  to  be  slighly 
more  than  in  1900-1901.  The  number 
of  millionaire  estates  in  respect  of  which 
original  affidavits  were  filed  in  1901- 
1902  was  eight. 

New  Loan. 

Mr.  M*LAREN  (Leicestershire,  Bos- 
worth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  applicants  for  the 
Consol  Loan  under  £,  1 0,000  only  received 
5  per  cent,  of  the  amount  applied  for ; 
will  he  state  on  what  principle  the  allot- 
ments have  been  made ;  and  what  pro- 
portion of  the  loan  was  reserved  for  the 
United  States  before  being  oflered  publicly 
for  subscription  in  London;  and  why 
ordinary  British  investors  applying  for 
moderate  amounts  have  been  to  such  an 
extent  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
contributing  to  the  financial  needs  of  their 
own  country. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  The  allot- 
ment  was  pro  rata  throughout,  except 
that  nobody  got  less  than  j£100.  The 
amount  taken  firm  by  American  houses 
was  £5,000,060.  The  arrangements  made 
were  the  same  as  last  year.  I  feel  sure 
that  the  knowledge  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  loan  had  been  taken  by  the  leading 
financial  houses  and  banks  here  and  else- 
where had  no  little  effect  in  inducing  the 
great  number  of  applications. 

Population  and  Financial  Statistics. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  a  Memorandum 
•of  a  similar  nature  to  the  one  he  caused 


to  be  issued  in  1896  (Parliamentary 
Paper  No.  163),  relating  to  the  progress 
of  population,  revenue,  and  expenditure, 
bringing  the  figures  up  to  the  end  of  the 
financifld  year  1901-2. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  do  not 
think  a  satisfactory  Return  of  this  kind 
could  be  prepared  at  the  present  moment : 
the  matter  is  complicated  by  the  war 
expenditure  of  the  past  three  years. 

Harbour  Construction  in  the  Oroftiiig 

Counties. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state 
whether  the  Committee  appointed  in 
1899  to  inquire  into  applications  from 
local  authorities  for  Government  assistance 
in  constructing  harbours  have  yet  made 
their  Report ;  has  a  grant  been  made 
to  any  authority  in  either  of  the  crofting 
counties  ;  if  so,  will  he  state  the  name  of 
the  authority,  the  amount  of  the  grant, 
and  the  name  of  the  harbour  in  respect 
of  which  it  has  been  made;  and,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Treasurv  have 
ruled  that  applications  for  assistance 
cannot  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
unless  the  local  authority  undertakes  the 
permanent  maintenance  of  the  harbour,  and 
provides  from  local  or  outside  sources  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  cost,  will  he  consider 
the  expediency  of  having  these  rules 
relaxed  in  their  application  to  the  High- 
land crofting  counties,  having  regard  to 
the  burden  imposed  on  local  authorities 
in  those  counties  by  the  conditions  at 
present  imposed. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  The  Committee  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  was  not 
appointed  to  make  any  general  inquiry 
and  report,  but  to  consider  specific 
applications  for  monetary  grants  in  aid  to 
harbours,  having  regard  to  certain  condi- 
tions and  limitations.  No  grant  has  been 
made  to  an  authority  in  any  of  the  crofting 
counties.  With  regard  to  the  last  para- 
graph of  the  Question,  I  have  been  in 
communication  with  the  Treasurv,  and 
understand  they  are  not  prepared  to 
relax  the  rules  in  the  manner  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member. 

Copenhagen  International  Fiaheriee 

OoundL 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  a  date  has 
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yet  been  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  •  the  psevisionB  of  the  Margarine  Act  is 
International  Council  at  Copenhagen ; !  now  before  the  Law  Courts  on  Appeal, 
will  he  state  by  whom  the  Board  of  and  I  cannot  anticipate  that  decision.  In 
Trade  and  Scottish  OflSce  will  be  re- 1  any  case,  the  practice  of  adding  water  to 
presented,  and  whether  any  efforts  will  ;  butter  appears  to  me  to  be  at  least  as 
DO  made  to  induce  the  representatives  |  objectionable  as  that  of  adding  animal 
of  the  various  Powers  to  agree  to  waters,  .  fat ;  and  should  the  existing  law  be  in- 
such  as  the  Moray  Firth,  being  closed  \  sufficient  to  deal  with  the  practice,  I  shall, 
against  all  trawlers,  foreign  as  well  as  j  no  doubt,  have  to  consider  whether  fresh 
British.  legislation  is  not  necessary. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  No  date  :  Postal  Arrangements  for  Central  AMca, 
has  vet  been  fixed.  Either  his  Majesty's  i  Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
Mimster  at  Copenhagen  or  Sir  Colin  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Scott-Moncriefl*,  together  with  Professor  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is  aware 
D'Arcy  Thompson  and  Mr.  Walter  i  that  Mr.  Commissioner  Sharpe,  in  his 
Garstang,  will  represent  Great  Britain,  last  Report  on  the  British  Central  Africa 
The  subject  referred  to  in  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  Question  will  no  doubt 
be  raised  at  the  Conference. 


Continental  Studs. 
Mr.  MANSFIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President   of   the  Boanl   of   Agriculture 


such  as  that  indicated. 


Protectorate,  points  out  on  page  31  that 

in  consequence  of  letters  intended  for  the 

district  around  the  Victoria  Nyanza  being 

addressed    Central     Africa,    or    British 

Central  Africa,  instead  of  Uganda,  they 

are  considerably  delayed  through  being 

forwarded     toi    the     Protectorate;    and 

1.,       ,         .„        Jx-         ^       J  will   he  consider  the  expediency  of  ao- 

whether  he  will  send  to  mspect  and  re- , :^^:^  ,  ^u..  ,.„ki;«  ♦u«^.,«i.  ♦k         j- 

nort     on     the    ^eat    studs    of    France     q«a»ntmg  the  public,  through  the  medium 
I»rt    on    tne    great    studs    ot    i^  ranee,    ^^   ^^^  ^^^^    ^^^    Circular,   with    the 

Germany,    Hungary,   Russia,   and    other  ^^^^^  ^^,^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  correspondence 

countnes,  with  a  view  to  givmg  all  help-  ^ 

ful  information  to  the  farmers  and  horse 

breeders  of  this  country.  ^^  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 

T.,»  i>uT?aTrki?vT   .v»  ,...»   urkATjrk  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.   AusTEN  Cham- 

OF    AGRICULTURE    (Mr.    Hanburv,    ^^^^  (\^„^„,  ^^  ^^  'the  statement  in 

Preston):     Ihe    (Juestion    of    the    hon.    ..^  t>^.^.«,.    v,,*  ««  «    ^    «/  j  i       r 
\t     x.       '  u^         ..•  1        '  the  Report,  but  no  cases  of  delay  from 

Member  is  somewhat  wanting  m  clear-    ^.l^  ^  „r   „\ ^  ^^  „^^ <.    u        u 

T  J       ^        *   ^u    r>  •^'  u    the  cause  referred  to  appear  to  have  been 

ness.     I  see  no  advantage  to  the  Bntish    ^^^^^^  ^„,,^^  ^.^  ^J^^  g      j^, 

ofTo""'     tJ*h?Am     inadvertf-'^^S^  :''°°   *''^'   '^*'^'«^«"'  ^"'^  ^^"^  ^  »^° 
t  {      -         ^*  \"      if  i.*^\?^     ?    manner  in  which  correspondence  for  the 
sources  of  foreign  supply.     If  by  "great  <  yj^^^^  y^  district  should  be  dealt 

studs    he  means  the  studs  under  the  con     ^^j^  ^,  ^  J  General  Post  Office.  London, 
trol  of  the  W  ar  Offices  of  the  countnes  I  ^^        j^  ^^j  ^  j,  ^,  '  ^ 

nameii  then  the  Question  is  one  for  the ,  ^^^  ^^^-^^^  j^  ^^^  ^^  q^      ^..^ 

War  Omce  to  answer.     In  any  case,  it  is    _^.  i  j    .  ^^   i  ♦!.      i    •    j      «•    . 

*i        *.u**uf  u  i!  would   not  have   the  desired    effect,   as 

not  clear  that  the  farmer  who,  as  a  rule,  ' „:„^:„i «^_    *  u       lu  . 

would  onlv  have  a  few  hor«e«  to  sell  hal    P^^^"^^^'  postmasters,  among  whom  that 
would  only  have  a  tew  horses  to  ^U  has        bji^^^jon  j^  circulated,  do  not  have  to 

any  mterest  m  the  hon.   Members   sue-    5 ^u  j  ^.u  j 

"..        ft  ^1       ,.,      .        ^•^iiClo  more  than  send  the  correspondence  up 

gestion  of  large  studs,  whether  m  national  I  .     Tendon. 

or  private  hands. 

I  Coronation  Flags— Imports  firom  Oermany. 

xf       r.!?IJ^"^T^ut?-"*^*    .  I      ^^^'  ^^I^   HARDIE:    I  beg  to  ask 

Mr,  O  SHAUGHNKSSY  (Limenck,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  he  is  aware  that  thousands  of  orders 
Board  of  Agriculture  if  he  can  state  !  for  Coronation  flags  have  been  placed 
whether  milk-blended  butter  comes  within  '  in  Geimany  ;  and  whether  he  is  pre- 
the  terms  of  the  Margarine  Act  '  pared  to  put  a  heavy  registration  duty 

on  these. 
Mr.      HANBURY:      The      question       The    hon.    Member    complained    that 
whether  the   sale  of  the  article    called  j  certain  words   which  he  had  put  in  the 
milk-blended  butter  is  not  contrary  to  :  Question  in  order  to  make  his  meaning 
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perfectly  clear  had  been  struck  out  at  the 
Table.  Might  he  ask  if,  in  the  judgment 
of  Mr.  Speaker,  they  should  have  been 
struck  out?    They  were 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member,  if  he  objected  to  the 
alteration,  should  have  told  me.  He 
cannot  use  the  words  now. 

Mr.  KEIR  HARDIE:  I  will  put  the 
Question  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 


answer  is 


(C 


No." 


Orown  Leases  in  Regent's  Park. 

Captain  JESS  EL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  any 
of  the  leases  of  private  owners  in  Regent  s 
Park  have  been  extended  or  renewed 
during  the  last  ten  years ;  and  whether  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Commissioners  to 
give  the  first  offer  of  obtaining  the  leases 
when  they  fall  in  to  the  public  authorities 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No 
lease  to  a  private  person  has  l)een  ex- 
tended or  renewed  during  the  last  ten 
years.  The  only  lease  which  has  been 
renewed  during  that  period  is  the  lease  of 
the  Roval  Botanic  Societv,  which  stands 
on  a  different  footing  from  those  to  which 
I  understand  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend's 
Question  to  refer.  I  have  had  no  indica- 
tion that  any  of  the  public  authorities 
wish  to  ac(|uire  any  of  the  other  lease- 
holds. If  I  receive  any  such  information, 
I  will  take  care  that  their  proposals  are 
carefully  considered  before  any  fresh 
leases  are  granted. 

Ex-Sergeant  Sheridan,  B.I.C. 

Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.) :  I  be§ 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Mrs. 
Quinlan,  of  Lough  Hospital,  County 
Limerick,  whose  hay  was  burnt  by 
Sergeant  Sheridan  and  his  accomplice. 
Constable  Eeegan,  was  compensated  by 
application  to  the  presentment  sessions, 
and,  if  so,  what  was  the  amount  of  the 
compensation  and  over  what  townlands 
was  the  compensation  exacted ;  and, 
seeing  that  the  mother  of  Con  Bray,  who 
was  wrongfully  imprisoned  for  the  crime 
committed  by  Sergeant  Sheridan,  was 
afterwards  compensated  for  the  loss  of 
her  son,  and  that  Constable  Keegan,  on 


his  retirement,  obtained  a  gratuity,  will 
he  take  measures  to  refund  to  the  tax- 
payers the  respective  moneys  which  were 
levied  on  them  for  a  crime  committed  bj 
police. 

THE  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover): 
The  levy  of  compensation  amounted  U> 
£50.  I  cannot  undertake  to  discover  the 
ratepayers  who  paid  this  levy  nearlv  four 
years  ago.  We  know  that  Bray  did  not 
bum  the  hay,  and  his  mother  has  been 
compensated.  We  know  that  Sheridan 
falsely  accused  Bray  of  this  crime,  but 
we  have  seen  no  evidence  to  prove  that 
Sheridan  committed  it. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory)  asked  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  state  what  money  considera- 
tion Sergeant  Sheridan  received  to  leave 
the  country,  and  out  of  what  fund  it 
was  paid. 

Mr.  0*SHAUGHNESSY:  Will  the 
compensation  which  has  been  paid  be 
refunded  to  the  County  Council  for 
public  purposes? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  that  ought 
to  be  done,  if  it  can  be  preyed  that 
Sheridan  committed  that  particular 
offence. 

Mr.  DELANY  again  asked  for  an 
answer  to  his  Question. 

Mr.  0*SHAUGHNESSY  :  Considering 
that  Sergeant  Sheridan  swore  falsely 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  I 

Mr.  DELANY  again  asked  for  an 
answer. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  Ca,  Mid) 
asked  if  inquiry  would  be  made  as  to 
whether  Sheridan  did  burn  the  property 
in  questiofi. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  all  this  was 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Question  on  the 
Paper.  Hon.  Members  could  not  now 
carry  on  a  discussion. 

Kihnallock  Sub-Land  Ckmmdssion. 

Mr.  LUNDON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
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of  Ireland,  is  he  aware  that  the  Sub- 
Land  Commissioners  held  a  sitting  in 
Kilmalloek  for  the  fixing  of  fair  rents 
on  the  4th  February  last;  will  he  saj 
what  progress  they  have  since  made  in 
coming  to  their  decisions  and  com- 
municating them  to  the  parties  in- 
terested and  to  the  public;  on  what 
data  or  on  what  statistics  do  the  Ltand 
Oommissioners  base  their  decisions;  is 
he  aware  that  they  send  persons  to  fairs 
to  ascertain  the  current  prices  of  cattle; 
and  will  he  say  how  those  persons  are 
paid,  and  what  are  their  qualifications 
for  obtaining  such  information. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Assistant 
Commissioners  expect  to  announce  their 
decisions  at  the  end  of  the  present 
month.  Fair  rents  are  fixed  by  the 
Land  Commission  after  hearing  the 
parties,  and  having  regard  to  the  interest 
of  the  landlord  and  tenant,  respectively, 
and  considering  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  holding,  and  district.  Reports 
on  the  prices  of  live  stock  are  made  by 
persons  employed,  not  by  the  Com- 
missioners, but  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  The  payments  to  them 
amount  to  about  £200  per  anniun.  Full 
information  as  to  the  method  of  collection 
of  these  prices  will  be  found  in  a  Paper 
recently  presented  to  ParUament. 
{Command  Paper,  No.  558  of  the 
present  session.) 

Mr.  LUNDON  :  Who  pays  the  persons 
who  report  on  the  prices  of  stock  ? 

Mb.   WYNDHAM:    The  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

Breachae  of  the  Iriah  Hsheiy  Laws. 
Mb.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
can  state  the  grounds  on  which  the 
fines  imposed  for  breaches  of  the  fishery 
laws  were  reduced  by  the  Irish  Executive 
in  the  cases  of  WilUam  Leckey,  of  Cully- 
backey,  whose  fine  of  £4,  imposed  at 
Ballymena  Petty  Sessions  on  6th  De- 
cember, 1901,  for  killing  a  spawning 
salmon,  was  subsequently  reduced  to  £2i 
Thomas  Judge,  whose  fine  of  £2,  im- 
posed at  Maghera  Petty  Sessions  on  28th 
December,  1901,  for  illegally  killing  a 
jalmon«    was  subsequently  reduced    to 
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£1 ;  and  William  Lyan,  whose  fine  of 
£4,  recently  imposed  at  Newport,  County 
Tipperary  Petty  Sessions,  for  spearing 
salmon,  was  subsequently  reduced  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  £1,  with  pro- 
portionate reduction  of  imprisonment; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  William 
I  Leckey  and  Thomas  Judge  were  able  to 
pay  the  full  fine. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  fines  were 
reduced,  as  stated,  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  the  Lords  Justices  in  the 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  mercy. 

Mb.  SETON-KARR  asked  if  the  re- 
mission  of  fines  in  such  cases  did  not 
make  it  difficult  for  Boards  of  Conserva- 
tors to  institute  prosecutions  for  breaches 
of  the  law. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  his  hon.  friend 
must  allow  him  to  adhere  to  the  rule  he 
had  hitherto  followed,  not  to  express  any 
opinion  on  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative 
of  mercy. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  asked  if  the 
Chief  Secretary,  as  the  representative  of 
the    Executive     Government,    was  not 
I  responsible  for  the  exercise  of  the  pre- 
rogative. 

Altmore  Tenancy  Disimte. 

Mr.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware 
that  about  fifteen  tenants  residing  in  the 
townland  of  Altmore,  Pomeroy,  County 
Tjrrone,  who  held  under  a  lease  of  thirty- 
one  years,  dated  20th  March,  1856,  are 
debarred  from  having  a  judicial  rent 
fixed  because  the  lessor,  unknown  to  the 
said  tenants,  devised  their  hokiings  by  a 
reversionary  lease,  dated  1st  August, 
1856,  to  a  relative  of  his,  who  soon  after 
the  transaction  went  to  New  Zealand 
and  died  there  intestate;  whether  he 
will  cause  a  full  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
all  the  circumstances  in  connection  with 
the  case  of  these  tenants  and  their  treat- 
ment by  their  landlords,  with  the  view 
to  afford  them  the  benefits  of  the  Land 
Acts. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  no  informa 
tion  on  the  matters  alleged  in  this  Ques- 
tion,   nor  have  I  any  power   to  make 
inquiry  as  suggested. 
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Mr.  FLYNN  asked,  as  several  cases  of 
the  kind  had  occurred  in  Ireland,  would 
the  Government  consider  the  desirability 
of  drafting  a  new  Bill  to  deal  with  the 
matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  was  a  sug- 
gestion which  might  be  entertained  if  it 
appeared  that  the  evil  were  widespread. 

Mr.  DOOGAN  was  proceeding  to  ask 
a  further  Question  when  Mr.  Speaker 
intervened. 

Mr.  DOOGAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  can  state  on  what  grounds 
the  application  of  Hugh  Donaghey,  Alt- 
more,  County  Tyrone  (Record  Number 
13085a),  to  have  a  judicial  rent  fixed 
was  dismissed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  reasons  for 
the  dismissal  of  this  application  were 
stated  in  the  Order  of  the  sub-Commis- 
sioners, made  more  than  two  years  ago. 
The  Order  was  not  appealed  against. 

Hanlbowline  Docksrard— Fair  Wages 

Besolution. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  (Cork  Co..  E.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether,  in  the  case  of  works 
carriedout  by  contractat  the  Haulbowline 
Dockyard,  it  is  made  a  condition  in  the 
terms  of  tender  that  the  standard  rate 
of  Government  wages  shall  be  paid  by 
contractors  to  the  workmen  employed 
by  them ;  whether  any  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Admiralty  on 
this  subject;  and  will  the  Government 
stipulate,  when  letting  work  out  to  con- 
tract, that  the  Fair  Wages  Resolution  of 
the  House  of  Commons  must  be  observed, 
and  the  same  rate  of  wages  paid  by  con- 
tractors as  is  at  present  allowed  to  work- 
men employed  under  Departmental  con- 
trol. 

♦The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge):  Every  contractor  invited  to 
tender  for  works  at  Haulbowline  has  re- 
ceived a  letter  calling  his  attention  to 
the  Fa  r  Wages  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  has  given  an  assurance 
that  he  will  conform  to  its  conditions. 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Admiralty  on 
this  subject. 


Captain  DONELAN:  What  steps 
are  taken  by  the  Admiralty  to  ensure 
that  these  conditions  are  adhered  to. 


♦Me.  PRETYMAN:  In  the  case  of 
every  contractor  who  is  allowed  to  be 
placed  on  the  Admiralty  speech  a  letter 
IS  written  to  him  calling  attention  to  the 
Fair  Wages  Resolution,  and  he  is  re- 
quired to  give  an  assurance  that  he  will 
comply  with  the  conditions.  The  hon. 
Member  has  not  quite  accurately  stated 
them  in  his  Question.  He  speaks  of  the 
standard  rate  of  Grovernment  wages,  the 
Resolution  speaks  of  **  the  current  rate 
of  wages  in  the  district.'' 

H.M.8.  "  liars '' Inquest. 
Captain  DONELAN:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretarv  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  proceedings  at 
the  inquest  heki  in  Queenstown  in  con- 
nection with  the  disaster  on  board 
H.M.S.  "Mars";  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Coroner  protested  against  the 
conduct  of  District  Inspector  Wade 
during  the  course  of  the  inquiry;  and 
whether  District  Inspector  Wade  wfll 
be  called  upon  for  an  explanation  of  his 
conduct 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Coroner 
appears  to  have  assumed  that  the  Dis- 
trict Inspector  was  placing  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  inquiry.  It  was  also 
alleged  that  the  District  Inspector 
laughed  during  this  serious  investiga- 
tion into  a  grave  calamity.  The  District 
Inspector  reports  that  he  used  every 
exertion  to  facilitate  the  inquiry,  and 
he  denies  that  he  laughed. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  a  member 
of  the  jury  also  protested  against  the 
conduct  of  the  Inspector  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  read  a 
verbatim  report  of  the  inquiry,  and  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Coroner  and  some  of  the  jurymen 
thought,  and  honestly  so,  that  offence 
was  intended.  I  accept  the  word  of  the 
Inspector  that  he  did  not  intend  offence, 
and  there  the  matter  rests. 
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Iriih  Land  PurchMa. 

Mr.  M*G0VERN  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that 
the  Irish  Land  Commission  has  had  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  the  purchase 
money  agreed  to  be  paid  by  tenants 
to  their  landlords  in  a  number  of  cases 
during  the  past  ten  years,  on  the 
report  of  their  inspectors  who  visited 
the  holdings,  on  the  grounds  that  the 
farms  would  not  be  security  for  the 
advances  asked  for  owing  to  the  insol- 
vency of  the  tenants,  and  the  amount 
of  the  price  agreed  upon ;  is  he  aware 
that  the  landlords  in  the  majority  of 
such  cases  have  afterwards  accepted  the 
reduced  prices  recommended  by  the 
inspectors ;  and  that  the  Irish  Land 
Commission  issued  a  new  rule  during 
the  past  year  dispensing  with  the  in- 
spection of  holdings  by  their  inspector 
when  the  landlords'  tenants  agree  as 
to  price ;  will  he  state  what  precautions, 
if  any,  are  now  taken  by  the  Irish  Land 
Commission  to  prevent  insolvent  tenants, 
in  order  to  prevent  themselves  being 
evicted,  agreeing  to  give  too  large  a 
price  for  their  holdings;  and  will  the 
failure  of  the  tenants  to  pay  the 
annuities  payable  to  the  Irish  Laud 
Commission  fall  on  the  local  ratepayers 
or  be  borne  by  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Applications  for 
advances  have  been  refused  on  the 
grounds  of  insufficient  security,  and 
other  reasons,  such  as  defective  title. 
The  Commissioners  do  not  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  purchase  money  arrived 
at  by  agreement  between  the  parties. 
In  some  instances  where  advances  were 
refused  on  the  grounds  stated,  applica- 
tions were  subsequently  received  and 
passed  for  reduced  advances.  The  sub- 
ject of  the  new  rule  was  di8cus:sed  in 
this  House  on  Friday  last.  Section  2 
of  the  Act  of  1885  recjuires  that  the 
Commission  must  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  security  on  the  ad- 
vance applied  for,  and  the  rule  in  ques- 
tion is  but  an  echo  of  that  section. 

Technical  Inatmction  in  Ireland. 

Mr,    ROCHE  (Galway,  E) :  I  bee  to 

ask  the  Chief  Secretary   to    the    Lord 

Lieutenant  of    Ireland    whether   he    is 

aware  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture 


and  Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland 
issued  in  June,  1900,  suggestions  for  th^ 
guidance  of  local  authorities  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  schemes,  and  in  Decemher,  1900,  a 
memorandum  as  to  the  powers  and 
procedure  of  local  authorities  under  the 
Technical  Instruction  Acts  of  1889  and 
1891,  and  the  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  (Ireland)  Act,  1899 ;  and 
that  in  these  documents  the  Department 
i  state  that  rates  struck  for  technical 
'  instruction  under  the  Technical  Instruc- 
I  tion  Acts,  1889  and  1891,  would  carry 
I  in  addition  to  the  grants  under  the 
Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
(Ireland)  Act,  1899,  a  grant  equivalent  to 
the  amount  of  the  rate  under  the  Acts  of 
1889  and  1891  ;  and,  seeing  that  the 
'  Galway  County  Council,  who  struck 
rates  which  produced  £773,  have  been 
informed  that  only  J&407  will  be  payable^ 
and  that  the  continuance  of  even  this 
grant  is  not  guaranteed  for  more  than 
three  years,  and  having  regard  to  the 
assurances  given  and  to  the  documents 
referred  to,  the  Government  will  arrange 
that  the  full  amount  of  the  equivalent 
grant  under  the  Acts  of  1889  and  1891 
will  be  made  available  for  technical 
instruction  in  the  county  of  Galway,  so 
long  as  the  County  Council  contributes  a 
like  amount. 

Mr.  WyNDHAM:  The  facts  are 
generally  as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph. 
There  is  some  doubt  whether  the  grants 
formerly  paid  under  the  Acts  of  1889  and 
1891  (the  administration  of  which  was 
transferred  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  by  the  Act  of  1899)  are  now 
legally  available  upon  the  same  conditions 
as  previously.  Pending  consideration  of 
the  matter,  however,  a  tentative 
arrangement  has  been  made  by  which  a 
grant  in  aid  will  be  paid  for  three  years. 
The  amount  payable  by  the  Department 
from  this  grant  to  the  four  institutions 
in  the  County  Galway  which  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Acts  of  1889  and  1891  was  £610, 
not  £407.  The  former  is  the  equivalent 
of  the  amount  of  the  rate  actually 
applied  for  the  purposes  mentioned. 

Limerick  Postal  Staff. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  can  state  the  circumstances 
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tinder  which  three  assistant  superin- 
tendents have  lately  been  introduced 
into  the  Limerick  postal  branch  from 
outside  offices  and  promoted  over  the  heads 
of  local  officers;  what  special  qualifica- 
tions do  the  imported  officials  possess, 
and  have  they  been  performing  the 
duties  to  which  they  were  appointed ; 
and,  in  the  inquiry  which  has  been 
promised,  will  the  evidence  of  the  male 
and  female  staff  be  taken. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
There  being  no  officer  on  the  class  of 
clerks  at  Limerick  competent  in  all 
respects  to  perform  the  duties  of 
assistant  superintendent,  it  was  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  the  service  to  introduce 
officers  from  elsewhere  to  fill  the  three 
vacancies  for  assistant  superintendents  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers.  The 
officers  so  introduced  possess,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  full 
qualifications  for  their  respective  posts, 
and  they  are  performing  the  duties 
proper  to  the  grade  to  which  they  have 
been  promoted.  The  personal  inquiry 
promised  into  the  duties  of  the  indoor 
staff  at  Limerick  is  now  being  made,  and 
the  necessary  evidence  of  the  male  and 
female  staff  will  be  taken. 

Dr.  Barry,  Limerick.  ^ 

Mr.  JOYCE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  cause  an  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  claim  of  the  late  Dr. 
Barry,  of  Limerick,  for  compensation  for 
loss  sustained  by  him  owing  to  the 
office  of  registrar  of  births  and  deaths, 
held  by  him,  being  abolished  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1898;  and,  if  such  claim  be  granted, 
will  the  compensation  be  given  to  Dr. 
Barry's  widow. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
appeal  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Barry  against 
the  decision  of  the  Limerick  Board  of 
Guardians  upon  his  claim  was  not  made 
to  the  Treasury  within  the  three  months 
prescribed  by  Section  120  (4)  of  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1888,  as  embodied 
n  Part  II.  of  the  seventh  schedule  to 
the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act, 
1898,  and  consequently  the  Treasury 
has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case. 


The  Education  BilL 
Mr.  LAMBERT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  an 
estimate  of  the  increased  cost  which  the 
local  authorities  must  incur  to  eflScientlj 
administer  the  Education  Bill  will  be 
submitted  to  the  House  before  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  is  taken. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible 
to  give  the  information  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man desires  before  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill  is  taken. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  Could  it  not  be 
given  by  the  Committee  stage  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
it  is  information  that  can  be  given. 

8api>ly. 
Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-on-Trent):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  will  put  down  the  salary  of  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  for  an 
early  day  in  Supply,  as  this  was  one  of 
the  Votes  closured  without  discussion 
last  session. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich): 
May  I  also  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  [he  can  say  when  the 
Local  Government  Board  Vote  will  be 
taken. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Supply  will 
not  be  taken  on  Friday,  and  it  would  be 
premature  to  make  any  announcement 
as  to  the  arrangement  of  Supply  next 
week  or  at  any  subsequent  period. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  give  a  week's  notice 
before  the  Local  Government  Vote  is 
taken? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot 
promise  a  week's  notice.  It  is  usual  to 
indicate  on  the  Monday  or  Tuesday  what 
Supply  will  be  taken  on  the  following 
Friday,  and  I  hope  my  noble  friend  wiD 
regard  that  as  sufficient. 

DiscuBsion  on  the  New  Procedure  Bnlea. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  m  what 
order  he  proposes  to  take  the  Procedure 
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resumed.  Does  he  intend  to  take  them 
in  the  order  in  which  they  appear  on  the 
Notice  Paper  or  in  that  on  a  separate 
Paper  which  differs  from  the  Notice  Paper, 
or  in  some  other  order,  and  if  so,  in  what 
order. 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  propose,  as 
my  hon.  friend  will  have  anticipated,  to 
take  the  new  Standing  Orders  in  the 
succession  in  which  they  appear  on  the 
separate  Paper.  When  we  have  completed 
the  Supply  Rules  we  shall  deal  with  that 
relating  to  Questions. 

MESSAGE  FKOM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to : — Army 
(Annual)  Bill,  without  Amendment. 


MEANS). 

Ordered,  That  this  day  the  Business  of 
Ways  and  Means  do  have  precedence  to 
of  all  other  business,  including  Business 
of  the  House  (Procedure). — (3/r.  A,  /. 
Balfour,) 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (EXEMPTION 
FROM  THE  STANDING  ORDER). 

(4.28.)  Motion  made  and  Question 
proposed,  "  That  the  Business  of  Ways  and 
Means,  if  under  consideration  at  Twelve 
o^cIock  this  night,  be  not  interrupted  under 
the  Standing  Order  (Sittings  of  the 
House)."— (3fr.  A,  /.  Balfour.) 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  240 ;  Noes, 
164.     (Division  List  No.  125.) 


Acland-Hood,Capt.SirAlex.  F. 
A^>;(vardner,  James  Tynte 
A|<n«w,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Ami,  Sir  Joho 
AiiBOD,  Sir  William  Reyoell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mt-rvyo 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanho|>e 
Arnold- ForKter,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
AtkioHon,  Re.  Hon.  John 
Rain,  Colonel  JaineH  Robert 
Kaird,  John  (f(H)rge  Alexander 
lUlcarres,  Lord 
Halfour.Rt  H«»n.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Hal  ton  r,  Rt.  H  n(  ;erald  W(  Leedn 
Halfoar,  Kenneth  R.  ((^hristch. ) 
Haubnry,  Fre<lenck  (ieorge 
Barrv,Sir Francis T.  (Windnor) 
l^rtlev.  (ieorge  (\  T. 
lieach^RtHn.SirMicbaelHicks 
Bignold,  Arthnr 
iilundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  £dward 
Roscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
BoulnoLH,  Kflmuud 
Hrodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Carbon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Laocs.) 
Cavendish.  V.  C.  W(I)erby»hire 
C*yzer,  Sir  (-harles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (AHton  Manor) 
Crtcil,  Lonl  Hugh  (iireenwich) 
Chamberlain,  RuHn.  J.  (Birm.) 
Charol><*rlain,J.  Aasten(  WorcV 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman  E<l>*Hr<l 
Churchill,  Winst'»n  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Peny  A. 
Coddiogtou,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
(*ollings,  Rt.  Hon  Jesse 
( 'oIomb,SirJobuCharlesReady 
C*orbett,A.  Cameron  (i>lasgow) 
(  orbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
C*ox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 


AYES. 

Cranl)ome,  Lord 
Cripps,  Cliarles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
CrosH,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crosslev,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Eatl  of 
Dickson.  Charles  Scott 
I^ighy,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Doiington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxliird,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
i)yke,Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  Edmnnd  B.( Hants.,  .V.) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  (;i»orge 
Fellowe8,Hon.  Ail wyn  Edward 
FerguHson.Rt.  Hn.Sir  J(MancV 
Fieldeo,  Edward  Brocklehtirst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  \\  illiam 
Fitzroy ,  Hon.  Ed  ward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescne     • 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Henry  William 
Fost«r,PhilipS(Warwick,8.W. 
(lalloway,  William  Johnson 
(lardner,  Ernest 
(iartit,  William 
Gordon,  Hn.JE(  Elgin  &  Nairn) 
(k)re,Hn(;.RC  Ormsby.(Salop 
(lore^Hon.S  F.Orrasby-(Linc.) 
(>orst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hn.  (veorge  Joachim 
i^nldinf^,  Edwanl  Alfred 
Green,  W  alford  D(  Wednesbury 
G  reene,  H  en  nr  D.  ( Shrews  bury ) 
(«renfell,  William  Henry 
G  ret  ton,  John 
(ireville,  Hon.  Ronald 
(vuest,  Hon.  Ivor  Chnrchill 
Gonter,  Sir  Roliert 
Hain,  Edward 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 


HamUton,RtHnL'rdG(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marq.uf(L'nd'nd*rr>' 
Hanbnry,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hardy,  Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf  rd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hitch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  ArtharHowar<l(  Hanley 
Heath,  Jauiet*(Staffords.  N.  W.  > 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-  Hcxlge,  RobertTrotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higgin bottom,  S.  W. 
H«»are,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouse,  Henry  (Somerset,  £. 
Hope,J.  F.(Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Honldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard.Jno  (KentfFaversham 
Howard,  J.  ( Midd.  ,TMttenbam> 
Hosier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  LawieK 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverboofte 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,CaptAin  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
KennawaVfRt.  Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kenyon,  Hon.  Geo.  T.(  Denbigh  > 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence.  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Leckv,Rt.Un.WdliamEdw.B. 
Lee,  ArthurH .( Hants,Fareham 
Leyge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Le  veson  -Cio  wer,  Frederick  N.  S. 
LlewfUyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwdod,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  iverald  Walter  Erskine 
Loog,Col.  Charles  W.  ( Evesham 
Long.Rt.  Hn.  Wa]ter(  Bnstol,S> 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
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Lowtber,  C.  (Camb.  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Arcbie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lacas,  Reginald  J .  (Portsmouth 
Macartney.RtHnW.G.Ellison 
Macdona,  Jubn  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Artbur,  Cbarles  (Liverpool) 
M*Calniont«  Col.  J.  ( Antrim,E. ) 
M'Iver,SirLewi8(EdinburKhW 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingsnire) 
Majendte,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Ma8«ey-Main  waringjHD' W.  F. 
Maxwell,RtHnSirH.E(Wigt'n 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  (Dumfries^h. 
Meysey-Tbompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,JobnTbrogmort'n 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
More,  Ro  bt.  J  asper(Sbrop8bire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.(  Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray  ,KtHn  A.  Graham  ( Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Bath) 
M^ers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease,Herbt  Pike(  Darlington) 
Peraberton,  John  S.  G. 
Penn,  John 
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Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,Lieut.-Col.  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyroan,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Qnilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ractigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Rt*id,  James  (Greenock) 
Ridley,Hon.M.W(Stolybridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Sackville,  Col  *  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sandys,Lieut.  -Col.  Thos.  My  les 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  ( Lincoln) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  ( Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,Abel  H.(  Hertford,  Ea«t) 
Smith,H.C(N'rth'mb.Tyneside 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W.  Bromwich) 
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Stanley,  Ed  ward  Jas.  (Somenet 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  MTa^gart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedlej 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbiim,  Sir  Walter 
ToUemache,  Henrv  James 
Tritton,  Cliarles  Ernest 
Tnfnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Vincent,ColSirC.E  H(Sbeffield 
Warr,  Auicustus  Frederick 
Wa8on,JohnCathcart(0rkDey) 
Welby,Lt.-Cl.  A.C.  E.(Taunton 
Welby,SirCharle8G.E.  (NottP. ) 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R  (Donet) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wil-on,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wolff,  GusUv  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.Stu&rt- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Greorge 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Younger,  William 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  WUliam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  WUliam  (Cork,N.E. 
Allan,  William  ((Tateshead) 
Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glouc, Stroud) 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bell,  Richard 
Blake.  Edward 
Boland,  John 
Brigg,  John 
Broad  hurst.  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cau**ton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
ChanmnfT,  Francis  Allston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig.  Robert  Hunter 
Crean,  Eugene 
Oremer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C, 
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Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Enmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evan8,SirFrancisH(  Maidstone 
Farquliarson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fen  wick,  Cbarles 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  WUliam 
Fljtnn,  James  Christopher 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gilhooly,  James 
(voddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hammond.  John 
Haroourt,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  WUliam 
Hardie,J.  Keir(MerthyrTydvU 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill.  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Jameson,  MsLJor  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  David  Brvnmor(Sw'n8ea 
Jones,  William(C*marvonBhire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 


Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kinloch,SirJohnGeorgeSmyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,SirJoeephF.  ( Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thoma« 
Lundon,  W. 

MaoDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacneUl,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Crae,  George 
M*Govem,  T. 
M*Hagh,  Patrick  A. 
M^Kean,  John 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M*KUlop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederic  Thorpe 
Mather,  William 
Mellor,Rt  Hon.  John  WUliam 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconahirej 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.(Galway,N. ) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Lonih,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  CecU  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
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0'BrieD,K6ndal(TippeniryMld 
O^Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
CBrion,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jaine«(Wicklow,W. ) 
0*Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
ODonneil,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
0*I)owd,  John 

C  Kelly,  James(  RoflOoramon,N. 
O'Shaughnesfiy,  P.  J. 
Partington,  Oswald 
Panlton,  Janien  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pease,  Sir  J  oeepb  W.  ( Dnrham ) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pine,  Dnncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthor 
Rea,  RoHHell 
Reddy,  M. 


Redmond,  John  K(Waterford) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rijtg,  lUohard 

Roberto,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  £dmnnd  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Foriarshire) 
Soares,  £mest  J. 
Spencer,RtHn.C.  R  (NorthanU 
Sievenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  F.Freeman-(  Hastings 
Thomas,  J  A(Glamoi]gan,Gower 
Tliomp6on,Dr.EC(Monagh'n,N 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (YorkTw.R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 


Treveljran,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whiteley ,  Georg«(york,  W.  R. ) 
Whitlev,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
N>  illiams,  08mond( Merioneth) 
Wil8on,Fred.W.(Norfolk.Mid. 
Wilt*on,  John  (Durham,  Kfid.) 
Woodhou8e,SirJ.T(Hndder8fd 
Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr. 
Soamet. 


NEW  BILLS. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT  (1901) 
AMENDMENT  BILL  [Lords]. 

Head  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday,  5th  May,  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  161.J 

EMPLOYERS  AND  WORKMEN  ACT  (1875) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

**  To  amend  the  Employers  and  Work- 
men Act,  1875,"  presented  by  Mr.  Bell, 
under  Standinjz  Order  31 ;  supported  by 
Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  Norman,  Mr. 
Fen  wick,  and  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
14th  May,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  162.] 

FISHERIES    (IRELAND)   ACTS  AMEND- 

MENT  BILL. 

^*  To  amend  the  Laws  i*elating  to  the 
Fisheries  of  Ireland."  Presented  by  Mr. 
Seton-Karr,  under  Standing  Order  31  ; 
8!ipported  by  Mr.  Hozier,  Mr.  Parker, 
Mr.  Atherley-Jones  and  Colonel  Nolan  ; 
to  l>e  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday, 
13th  May,  and  to  be  printecl.     [Bill  163.] 


PARUAMENTARY   VOTERS 
RElilSTRATION. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  for  the  Regis- 
•tration  of  Parliamentary  Voters  and  other 
purposes  relating  to  elections,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Cremer,  Mr.  Burt, 
Mr.  Wuliam  Abraham  (Khondda),  Mr. 
John  Wilson  (Durham),  Mr.  Fenwick, 
Mr.  Corrie  Grant,  and  Mr.  Pickard. 


PARLIAMENTARY  VOTERS 
REGISTRATION  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  for  the  Registra- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Voters  and  other 
purposes  relating  to  elections."  Presented 
and  read  the  first  time  :  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Friday,  2nd  May,  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  164.] 

WAYS  AND  MEANS  [Uth  APRIL]- 

REPORT. 

Resolution  reported. 
Customs — Corn,  Grain,  and  Meal,  &c. 

'^That  there  shall  be  charged  on  and 
after  the  15th  day  of  April,  1902,  the 
following  Customs  import  duties — 

Com  and  grain  of  all  kinds, 
and  peas,  beans,  and 
lentils  ....  the  cwt.  003 

Flour  and  all  kinds  of  meal 
and  prepared  grain,  starch, 
and  all  farinaceous  and 
starchy  substances  used  as 
articles  of  food  .  the  cwt.  0  0  5. 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  doth  agree  witn  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

♦(4.42.)  Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY 
(Somersetshire,  S.) :  I  think  it  will 
be  generally  admitted  that  it  will  be 
more  convenient  that  upon  this  question 
of  the  tax  on  com,  grain  and  flour  no 
Amendment  should  l)e  moved,  and  that 
we  should  deal  with  the  question  upon  a 
broad  issue.  After  a  great  many  years 
we  have  a^in  raised  in  this  Budget  the 
question  of  the  com   laws.      My   right 
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hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth, the  very  first  moment  this 
tax  was  proposed,  declared  emphatically 
that  it  was  his  intention,  and  the  intention 
of  those  who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
to  offer  the  strongest  and  the  most  de- 
cided opposition  to  once  again  placing  a 
tax  upon  the  food  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  While  there  will  be  no  Member 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  whether  he  sits 
for  a  manufacturing  or  an  agricultural 
constituency,  who  either  by  voice  or  vote 
will  support  this  iniquitous  proposal  of 
His  Majesty's  Grovemment,  we  already 
know  from  the  debates  which  have  taken 
place  that  His  Majesty's  Government  can- 
not depend  upon  a  united  following,  and 
that  already  some  of  their  supporters  have 
announced  their  intention  of  voting  against 
the  com  duty.  I  think  there  wSl  be 
other  hon.  Members  who  will  join  the 
three  Unionist  Members  who  voted  upon 
the  very  first  opportunity  they  had  against 
the  re-imposition  of  the  com  duties. 

We  oppose  this  tax  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  a  tax  upon  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  and 
because  it  is  a  tax  upon  the  first  necessity 
of  life,  and  as  convinced  free  traders  we 
see  no  cause  whatever  to  depart  from  that 
doctrine  which  we  have  been  brought  up 
in,  and  which  we  have  practised,  and  which 
for  a  generation  has  been  the  law  of  this 
country.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said  that  these  duties  would  not  affect 
the  price  of  bread  because  it  was  so  small. 
I  ask  hon.  Members  whether  that  is  not 
exactly  the  old  fallacy  of  the  old  Pro- 
tectionists 1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
again  said  nobody  ever  objected  to  the 
registration  duty  on  the  ground  of  its 
bemg  a  protective  duty.  The  House 
will  remember  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  prided  himself  upon 
the  idea  that  this  is  not  a  duty  upon 
com  but  that  it  is  a  mere  administra- 
tive registration  duty.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  nobody  ever 
objected  to  the  registration  duty  his 
contention  is  not  founded  upon  fact. 
Before  the  com  registration  duty  was 
repealed  by  the  Budget  of  Mr.  Lowe  in 
1869,  that  repeal   had   been  the  subject 

for  many  years  of  an  agitation  by  free 
traders,  who  declared  that  this  duty 
though  small  was  a  hindrance  to  trade, 
and  it  could  not  be  said  while  that  duty 
existed  that  this  country  was  one  which 
allowed  free  imports.  [Ministerial  cries 
of  "  Quote  ! "] 

Sir  Edward  Strachey, 


Sir  W.  hart  DYKE  (Kent,  Dart- 
ford)  :  Will  the  hon.  Baronet  quote  some 
authority  1 

♦SiK  EDWARD  STRACHEY :  Yes,  I 
will  quote  the  opinion  of  the  Liverpool 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  They  sent  a  depu- 
tation askinff  Mr.  Lowe  to  abolish  the 
registration  duty.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  said  that  Mr.  Gladstone 
did  not  object  to  this  registration  duty 
and  did  not  regard  it  as  a  tax  upon  corn, 
as  a  tax  upon  the  food  of  the 
people,  or  an  interference  with  free 
trade.  But  in  1866,  three  years  before 
the  registration  duty  was  repealed, 
Mr.  Gladstone  in  reply  to  a  memorial 
from  the  same  Cnamber  of  Com- 
merce said  this  tax  was  protective  in 
its  nature  and  one  that  would  not  be 
permanently  retained  as  a  source  of 
revenue.  I  think  that  shows  exactly  the 
true  feeling  of  Mr.Gladstoneasregards  that 
matter,  and  it  is  just  the  sort  of  feeb'n^ 
we  on  this  side  of  the  House  should 
expect  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  who 
was  as  strong  a  free  trader  as  any  of  us* 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
said  that  the  price  of  bread  does  not 
follow  small  changes  and  variations. 
That  may  be  true  if  you  take  the  small 
changes  and  fluctuations  of  the  market 
from  day  to  day  and  from  week  to  week. 
I  am  ready  to  grant  that  that  may  be  so, 
but  that  is  a  very  different  thing  from  a 
permanent  increase  in  the  price  brought 
about  by  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
which  will  not  vary  from  day  to  day,, 
but  will  go  on  from  year  to  year  as 
a  permanent  tax,  and  the  consequence 
will  be  naturally  that  the  price  which 
is  to  be  paid  ynM  be  permanently 
increased  by  the  duty  put  on  by  the 
Government.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Elxchequer  to  declare 
that  this  is  a  small  duty,  and  that  there- 
fore it  will  be  innocuous  in  its  effect 
upon  prices.  But  the  baker  will  not  be 
able  to  charge  Jd.  or  y^^d.  for  the  reason 
that  there  is  no  coin  of  the  realm  of  that 
kind.  He  must  of  necessity,  in  order  to 
meet  the  extra  charge  which  is  put  on 
the  price  of  flour  as  a  permanent  charge, 
either  charge  ^d.  or  |d.  more  per  quartern 
loaf,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  this  ia 
exactly  what  the  bakers  are  doing. 
Already  in  London  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf 
of  ^d.,  and  1  see  it  reported  that  in  some 
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districtH  actually  the  price  is  increased  by 
a  Id.,  showing  that  the  bakers  are  well 
alive  to  the  fact  that  they  will  have  to 
pay  more  for  their  flour. 

Well,  it  may  be  said  that  the  foreigner 
w\\\  pay  this.  I  would  like  to  point  out 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a 
paper,  which  I  believe  supports  His 
Alajesty's  (Tovemment,  the  Econainisty 
and  which  has  called  this  Budget  a 
most  vicious  and  reactionary  Budget. 
It  savs — 

*'The  ver^'  conveDient  theory  that  the 
foreii(Der  wiU  pay  hsH  been  promptly  negative^l 
by  the  advances  in  the  prices  of 'wheat  and 
flour  thHt  have  taken  |)lace  since  the  Bmlget 
was  intro<luct*d.  In  npito  of  alt  Sir  M.  Hicka 
Beach  luul  to   say  thereupon  the  new  duties 


addition  to  the  Sinking  Fund  now  sus* 
pendod,  the  annual  expenditure  has 
increased  by  32  millions.  This  was 
recognised  by  the  Junior  Member  for 
Oldham,  who  said — 

**  BenideH,  when  the  war  was  over,  the 
Sinking  Fund  would  have  to  be  revived,  and 
the  income  tax  reduced.  In  fact,  future 
expenditure  meant  aerious  taxation  of  bread 
and  meat,  and  other  neceBsaries  of  the  ]>eople. 
It  alno  meant  the  raising  of  Fair  Trade  issae^. 
(Vincent  :  Hear,  hear !)  A  tax  honeetly 
imposed  merely  for  levenue  would  become 
Protective  in  its  character." 

Then,  again,  the  sentiment   that  this  is- 
a  Protectionist  tax  is  recognised  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Lincoln.     He 
said — 


mu8t  constitute   a  tax  upon  the  food  of  the  ..,^    ^^    Protection    of    the    worse  kind. 

1*®^1"^*  When    ihey    saw    with    what    pleasure   and 

gratitude  it  was  received  in  certain  quarters. 
Then  again,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- ;  it  was  difficult  not  to  tay  it  was  not  Protective 

quer  has  told  us  that  the  object  of  His  |  to  a  Rreat  extent." 

Majesty's  Government  in  the  reim^^^^  it    is    clear    that    even    on    the 

of  the  tax  upon  <x)rn  and  flour  18  to  broaden  (Government  side  of   the  House,  as  well 

the  Imsis  of  mdirect   taxation.     He  says  ^    ^^    ^y^^      j^   j^  recognised    that    this 

It  IS  not  a  war  tax.     It  is  not  a  tax  which  .^  ^   Protekonist  tax,   and   the    object 

the  country  ,s  asked  to  submit  to  on  the  ^^  -^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^j^^  ^^^^„^^  ^  ^ 

ground  that  it  is  a  hateful  necessity  when  .^^  ^^^  ^j^.^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^      i^  ^^^^ 

we   are   at  war,  and  because  we  are   so  ^^^^  ^^           ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  p^^^^. 

cnppled  in  our  resources  that  it  is  abso-  ^.^^  ^^^  ^  J    ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^        ^^^ 

\yxuAy  necessary  to  tax  the  bread  of  the  ^^^    ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  andmanufactilred 

people,  and  to  tex  the  feeding  stuffs  of  the  ^^^j^^  ^  ^^^      j  ^^    j^  ^  ^^^.^  ^^ 

farmers       VVell,  free  trailer  as  I  am,  I  ^^^j     ^^^  ^^^  ^.^/^^  ^^^^  ^     ^y^^ 

admit  that  if  His  Majesty  s  Government ;  Newspaper   which    represent^  the 

had  come   down   here  and  said  that,  m  f  j^^^j  Unionkts  in  the  Midlands.     Re- 

consequence  of  the  war  and  of  the  great  ^^^j        ^   ^^^   3^^         ^        y^    ^^    ^^^ 

(litncultv  we  were  m,  that  we  were  on  our  r^.       ^n  «    *u      d.-  «-•  «;.™     n,:K.    j>^^4 

,            *     1   ^u  i.  -^                   **        r  i-r  Chancellor,   the   Birnnnglmm    Daily  Jfost 

knc»es,  and  that  it  was  a  matter  of  life  ^                  ^ 

and    death,    I,  for    one,   having   always  ^ 

supported  the  Government  in  carrying  on  ,.  "  ^he  remedial  meascres  he  pr^ribes  for 

^x^^             J  i_      •       1            I                  J     ^  the  national  exitfencieM  display  little  resource 

the  war,  and  having  been  always  ready  to  j^r  ioKeooir  v,  and  are  calculate<l,  we  think,  to 

support  them  in  every  possible   way    in  inflict  the  maximum  suffering  for  the  minimum 

carrving     on    the    fight     to    the    finish,  result.     ...     His  propo^l   corn  duty  is, 

woiJd  have    vot^    for    this   tax,  but   it  neverthelens,  a  reactionary  measure,  l^caune 

I  1      i_            ,                  ,               ,               1  It  iH  not  only  a  tax  upon  food,  but  one  that 

would     have     been     only,     under     such  ^m  impone  a  burden  upon  ronsumem  out  of  all 

circumstances,    as   an    absolutely    hateful  proportion  to  the  ^ain  to  the  Exchef}uer.    In 

iiecessitv.       But    that    is     not     the    case  other  words,  the  middleman  will  share  with 

at   the  ^present   moment.       We   are   not  f*»«  Govemnient  in  the  proieeiU  of  the  new 

«  u    1  *.         *     i.u-    ^       r       4.1.                        £  iiiipoH,  and  hi8  i>irtion  will  assuredly  not  Ihj 

asked  to  vote  this  tax  for  the  pui-pose  of  the  smkller  one.^ 

carrying  on  the  war.  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  this  great  and  powerful  country  If  this  is  only  a  revenue  tax,  and  not  a 
carrying  on  the  war  to  a  successful  Protective  duty,  I  think  we  might  very 
issue  without  descending  to  the  mean  well  ask — ^VVhy  not  tax  other  imports  1 
necessity  of  taxing  the  poor  man's  Why  not  tax  meat,  l)acon,  pork,  butter, 
bread.  But  it  is  to  he  a  means  of  cheese,  and  margarine ;  and  also  cattle 
broadening  the  basis  of  taxation.  That  and  sheep  which  are  imported  for 
may  be  necessary  because  of  the  extrava-  slaughter  for  the  purpose  of  food  ?  If 
gant  way  in  which  His  Majesty's  Govern-  the  Government  honestly  say,  **  We  have 
ment  have  spent  the  money  of  the  no  idea  of  Protection  ;  this  is  not  Pro- 
taxpayer,  (^uite  apart  from  the  war.     In  tection  at  all,"  why  have  they  left  out  all 
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the  other  agricultural  produce  coming 
from  abroad  1  It  is  not  the  case  that  they 
are  of  little  value. 

Its  value  is  over  £76,000,000  as 
against  £61,000,000  value  of  com,  grain, 
flour  and  meal. 

If  the  Government  had  put  a  duty  on 
meat  and  dairy  produce,  they  would  get 
double  the  amount  they  are  asking  for, 
reckoned  on  the  cud  valorem  duty. 
I  am  not  for  one  moment  saying 
that  that  ought  to  be  done.  I 
think  we,  as  agriculturists,  must  not 
oppose  free  imports,  whether  they  be 
■corn,  meat,  or  dairy  produce,  because 
I  believe  this  country  will  not  give 
up  the  great  advantages  of  free  trade. 
If  those  advantages  are  given  full  play, 
■and  the  greatest  opportunity  taken 
of  them,  farmers  in  this  matter  need 
not  fear.  I  think  it  is  very  signi- 
ficant the  way  in  which  in  the  last  ten 
or  twenty  years  in  this  country  farmers 
have  turned  to  the  producing  of  dairy  pro- 
duce and  the  raising  of  stock  in  order 
that  they  may  make  this  country,  as 
regards  stock,  one  in  which  pedigree  animals 
are  raised — a  country  to  which  buyers 
come  from  South  America  and  all  over 
the  world  and  give  large  prices  to 
breeders.  This  can  only  be  done  by 
farmers  having  free  imports  of  feeding 
stuffs  for  their  animals,  whether  for  stock 
or  dairy  produce.  That  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  agriculturists  in  the  West 
of  England,  a  part  of  which  I  represent, 
recognise  this  fact.  Only  in  the  last  few 
days  I  have  got  a  copy  of  a  petition  which 

has  been,  or  will  shortly  be,  sent  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  peti- 
tion emanates  from  a  body  called  the 
Western  Counties  Co-operative  Agricul- 
tural Association,  which  embraces  my  own 
county  of  Somerset,  Devon,  Cornwall, 
Wiltshire,  and  Gloucestershire.  That  is 
an  association  of  landlords  and  farmers 
working  on  co-operative  principles,  and 
not  for  profit.  Only  5  per  cent,  is  allowed 
on  the  shares,  and  the  rest  is  divided  as  a 
bonus  among  the  purchasers.  Now,  what 
is  the  attitude  of  these  owners  and  occu- 
piers] They  entirely  oppose  the  duty 
upon  feeding  stuffs,  and  the  line  they  take 
is  that  the  tax  will  constitute  a  heavy 
bunlen  on  the  farmers  of  the  counties 
referred  to. 

Sir  Edward  Sirachey, 


It  may  interest  the  House  to  kno"w 
what  are  the  actual  amounts  imported  of 
offals  used  for  feeding  stock  into  this 
country — 

Impobted  Offals,  Ss.  4d.  a  Ton. 

Tods. 
Wheat  OffAls    ...     128,700 
Other  Offals       ...     150,000 
Rice  Meals         ...     150,000 


428.'f00=£211,ft58 

We  shall  have  in  future  this  tax  of  5s.  on 
giain  and  8s.  4d.  on  milled  feeding  stuffs, 
and  at  the  same  time  we  shall  have  to 
compete  with  foreign  countries,  such  as  Den- 
mark, where  there  is  no  tax  of  this  kind. 
The  dairy  farmer  in  England  who  makes 
butter  has  now  to  compete  with  butter 
coming  from  Denmark,  and  in  doing  so 
in  the  future  he  will  have  an  additional 
tax  of  8s.  4d.  on  all  the  feeding  stuffs  he 
takes  to  further  increase  the  difficulties 
of  such  competition.  In  Denmark  the 
farmer  will  be  able  to  import  identically 
the  same  feeding  stuffs  as  the  British  farmer 
without  an  import  tax,  and  thereby  getting 
his  feeding  stuffs  8s.  4d.  a  ton  cheaper. 
There  again  the  House  will  see  that  it  is  a 
serious  tax.  The  Exchequer  is  giving  a 
bounty  to  the  Danish  farmer,  because 
this  tax  will  enable  him  to  send  butter 
here  from  his  cows  fed  on  untaxed  feed- 
ing stu&  to  compete  with  that  made  in 
this  country.  That  is  exactly  the  same 
case  with  Holland.  In  Germany  there 
is  a  duty  on  corn  of  508.  a  ton  and  105s. 
a  ton  flour,  yet  as  far  as  the  farmer  is 
concerned  they  quite  recognise  that  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance,  if  he  is  to 
compete  with  other  countries  abroad, 
he  should  be  enabled  to  get  feeding  stuffs 
at  a  low  price  without  any  duty.  It 
is  important  to  the  farmer  that  his  food 
stuffs  should  be  imported  absolutely  free 
of  duty.  I  have  quoted  the  ease  of 
Denmark  as  a  competitor  in  butter. 
There  is  also  France,  which  competes  with 
us  very  much,  too,  in  the  matter  of  butter. 
Their  wheat  duty  is  56s.  per  ton,  and 
flour  risesf rom 80s. to  1 288.  perton.  Offals 
are  allowed  to  be  imported  at  the  com- 
paratively small  price  of  4s.  lOd.  Even 
in  France  itself,  with  high  Protective 
duties,  the  farmer  pays  3s.  6d.  per  ton 

less  than  the  English  farmer,  and  will 

thus  be  at  an  advantage  in  producing  his 

butter.       Then,      undoubtedly,      those 

countries  which  at  the  present  moment 

send  large  exports  of  feeding   stuffs   to 
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this  country,  such  as  South   America, 
Canada,  and    India,   finding  that   our 
markets  are  shut  to  them,  will  be  com- 
pelled to  send  to  Denmark  and  Germany, 
where  there  is   free   import,  with   the 
result  that  the  price  will  go  down  in  those  | 
markets  and  we  will  get   even  cheaper ' 
feeding  stuffs  than  now.     The  English 
farmer  will  be  handicapped  from  the  agri- 
cultural  point  of   view.      You  may  say 
that   the   effect  of  the  8s.  4d.  per  ton 
will  be  to  increase  the  cost  of  production 
of  meat  and  bacon  and  dairy  products. 

Now,  what  is  it  really  that  Hie 
Majesty's  Grovemment  are  doing  1  They 
are  once  more  raising  the  old  banner  and 
the  old  cry  of  "Protection."  They  are 
playing  into  the  hands  of  Gentlemen  like 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
81eaford  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Thane t,  who  have  in  the 
past  advocated  a  duty  of  5s.  on  every 
quarter  of  com. 

Mr,  JAMES  LOVVTHER  (Kent,  Isle 
of  Thanet) :  I  never  advocated  a  specific  \ 
duty  on  com.  i 

♦Sir  EDWARD  STRACHEY :  I 
quite  understand  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  prefer  a  sliding  scale 
going  much  higher ;  but  I  desire  to 
rather  understate  than  overstate  the  case. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Sleaford  Division  some 
years  ago  dealt  with  this  question  in  a  very 
straightforward  manner  at  a  great  meeting 
of  farmers  at  Lincoln.  He  said  on  that 
occasion — 

**  With  regard  to  foreign  conipetitioo,  the 
remedy  which  he  knew  perfectly  w«U  would 
find  favour  in  their  eyes  V»efore  all  others  wa«« 
Protection.  On  that  point  he  would  add 
nothing  to  what  he  had  said  in  London,  but 
they  muAt  not  suppose  for  a  moment  he  was 
in  any  degren  hontile  to  protection.  On  the 
contrary,  all  liis  sympathies  were  very  much 
with  them,  and  very  much  in  that  direction. 

When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Bf)ard  he  spoke  in  1899  at  an  agricultural 
dinner  in  the  park  of  the  Postmaster 
General  in  the  North  of  England.  He 
referred  to  the  question  of  a  duty  on 
corn,  and  he  suggested  that  it 
might  be  well  to  impose  a  duty  of  a 
shilling  on  com  in  order  to  form  a  fund 
for  old  age  pensions.  That  suggestion 
very  much  alarmed  many  hon.  Members 
on  both   sides  of    the   House;    because 


many  of  us,  although   very  anxious   to 
have  old  age  pensions  established,  were 
not  prepared  to  abandon  our  Free  Trade 
principles    for    them.       We     were    not 
prepared  to  say  that  it  was  desirable  to 
tax  the  working  man's  bread  during  his 
youth   and    the    time    he    was  able    to 
work,   in  order  to    provide  him  with  a 
pension  in  old  age.     That  suggestion  of 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  is   very   im- 
portant,   viewed    in    the    light    of    the 
present  day.     It    was   delivered  in   the 
presence  of  another  Cabinet  Minister,  and 
has  never  been  repudiated  by  any  Cabinet 
Minister.       The      Speriator     newspM>er, 
though  it    has    always    advocated  Free 
Trade  principles,   supports  the  Govern- 
ment, but  it  now  even  says  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better  if  the  Government 
had  chosen  some  other  tax.     Commenting 
on  that  particular  suggestion  of  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman,   the    Spechiior    said    it 
hoped  some  Member  of  the  Cabinet  would 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  repudiating 
the  idea  of  a  tax  on  com,  however  small 
That  suggestion  was  never  repudiated,  and 
we  can  now  quite  well  understand  why  it 
was  not.     However,  what  was  more  sig- 
nificant still,  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Con- 
servative  Member  for  Wigan,  after  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  wrote 
to  the  Tijnes  in  August,  1899,  a  letter,  in 
which  he  said — 

**  For  my  own  part  I  should  feel  bound  to  resist 
to  the  utternio-t  any  duty  on  com  supplied  to 
my  hard-working  constituents,  and  sincerely 
hope  that  the  Government  will  Uke  warnins 
in  time  and  will  not  suoniit  so  fatal  a  proposal 
to  the  Hou««  of  Commons.'* 


The  Government  are  now  supporting  this 
proposal.     The  hon.  Baronet  proceeded— 

"  Representing  as  I  do  a  large  industrial 
constituency,  I  feel  that  I  should  l)e  failing  in 
my  duty  if  1  did  not,  at  the  earliest  opportun- 
ity, make  a  firm  although  most  respectful  pro- 
teat  against  such  a  proposal." 

This  is  the  importent  point  in  the  hon. 
Baronet's  letter — 

*•  There  must  be  no  duty,  no  Custom-house 
othcer,  lietween  the  com  at  the  ports  of  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester  and  the  Lancashire  popu- 
lation." 

Commenting  on  this  important  letter  of 
the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Spedaiw  said— 
'  •'No  letter  confirmation  could  be  found  for 
the  anxiety  we  have  expressed  eUewhere  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Chaplin's  reckless  and  unfor- 
tunate scheme  for  a  renewal  of  the  Corn  Laws, 
und  we  most  sincerely  hope  that  the  next 
member  of  the  Cabinet  who  speaks  in  public 
will  reassure  Unionist  opinion  by  repudiating 
all  idea  of  a  tax  on  com,  however  small.*' 
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I  ask  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  is  there  anyone  who  will  differ 
from  that  declaration  that  there  must  be 
no  Customs  officer  and  no  duty  between 


the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  hi» 
Budget  Speech,  that  in  imposing  indirect 
taxation  it  was  his  duty  to  put  the  tax 
on  as  few  articles  as  possible, to  tax  nothing 


our  constituents  and  the  ports  of  this  which  did  not  'yield  an  amount  of  money 
country  through  which  corn  enters.  I  ,  worth  collecting,  and  above  all  to  disturb- 
will  not  venture  further  to  trespass  on  the  the  trade  of  the  country  as  little  as  possible, 
time  of  the  House.  I  will  only  again  say,  1 1  think  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to- 
as  a  Free  Trader,  I  most  strongly  '  find  any  tax  which  would  better  fulfil 
oppose  this  tax,  which  undoubtedly  in  j  these  conditions  than  the  tax  we  are  now 
its  incidence,  as  the  hon.  Baronet  the  discussing.  Everyone  admits  it  is  con- 
Member  for  Wigan  pointed  out,  must  fall  I  venient.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
on  the  working  classes.  I  also  oppose  it  i  for  South  Shields  admitted  its  convenience 
as  a  farmer,  knowing  from  practical  j  so  fully  that  he  referred  to  that  as  an  argu- 
knowledge  that  our  remedy  for  agricul-  ment  against  the  tax,  because  it  was  so  very 
tural  depression  is  not  Protection  in  '  convenient  that  it  would  be  a  temptation 
these  days  but  dairy  farming,  stock  ;  to  future  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer, 
breeding  and  grazing,  and  the  production  '  What  is  the  inference  1  That,  in  the 
of  milk,  which  at  the  present  moment  is  opinion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
the  one  article  we  can  produce  without  man,  the  proper  indirect  taxation  is  taxa- 
having  to  meet  competition  from  abroad,  tion  that  is  not  convenient  and  which 
But  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I  therefore  presents  no  such  temptation, 
really  intends  to  carry  this  duty,  we  are  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  struggle  be- 
to  be  further  handicapped  by  having  this  ,  tween  Free  Trade  and  Protection  may 
heavy  tax  of  8s.  4d.  a  ton  put  on  feeding  come  again  in  this  country,  though  I 
stuffs.  I  venture  to  protest  on  behalf  of  ;  hope  it  will  not,  but  it  certainly  will  not 
my  fellow  agriculturists  against  this  tax,  come  under  the  old  conditions.  I  re- 
as  one  that  will  seriously  cripple  our  |  member  two  years  ago,  when  American 
most  paying  industry,  milk  selling,  pig  iron  was  first  introduced  into  this 
and  which  up  to  now  has  had  no  country,  the  leaders  of  one  of  the  trades 
competition  from  abroad.  unions  approached  the  ironmasters  with  & 

view  to  trying  to  boycott  that  import 
♦(5.13.)  Mr.  a.  B.  law  (Glasgow,  That  is  the  direction  from  which  the  cry 
Blackfriars) :  As  my  hon.  friend  and  of  Protection  will  come,  if  it  ever  comes 
colleague  one  of  the  Members  for  Glas-  again.  It  will  come  from  the  working 
gow  spoke  yesterday  against  this  tax,  I  am  man  when  he  sees  his  employment  dis- 
very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  saying  appearing  and  the  articles  he  himself 
a  few  words  in  its  favour.  Hon.  Members  makes  made  in  other  countries  and  sold 
who  have  sjioken  against  this  tax  have  at  his  own  door  at  a  lower  price.  It  is 
tried  to  persuade  themselves  that  this  obvious  that  the  tax  on  corn  will  present 
Budget  provokes  the  old  controversy  no  temptation  to  those  who  desire  that 
]>etween  Free  Trade  and  Protection.  Of  i  kind  of  Protection.  The  interest  of  the 
course  there  are  people  in  this  country  '  working  man  will  still  be  to  get  his  bread 
with  whom  the  principles  of  Free  Trade  as  cheaply  as  he  can,  and  it  will  be  from 
have  assumed  all  the  sanctity  of  a  re-  j  other  directions  that  the  temptation  will 
ligion,    and    as    happens   with   all    reli-    come. 

gions  there  has  grown  up  around  Free  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  od 
Trade  a  bundle  of  superstitions  not  the  question  as  to  the  incidence  of  this 
less  tenaciously  held  than  the  central  tax.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
doctrines  themselves.  Among  the  super-  South  Shields  —  I  refer  to  his  argu- 
stitions  associated  with  Free  Trade  is  the  ments,  because  they  were  the  clearest  I 
idea  that  it  is  wrong,  indeed  almost  heard  from  hon.  Members  opposite — 
sacrilegious,  to  tax  particular  commodities,  pointed  out  that  as  this  duty  was  a  fixed 
But,  surely,  if  it  is  admitted  that  indirect  charge,  consequently  it  meant  a  permanent 
taxation  is  necessary  and  that  a  particiUar^^^.^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  production  of 
tax   18  not  m  its  ettect  Protective,  then     ,         ^.  ,        rrn    ^  .  »    •  ^\^  ^ 

the  wisdom  or  unwisdom  of  that  tax  is  ^*^«  ^^'^^^'  ^ha^  >«  ^  obvious  as  that 
not  a  question  of  principle  but  a  matter  ^^^o  and  two  make  four.  But  does  the 
of  expediency.  1  think  everyone  will  hon.  and  learned  Member  think  that 
agree  with   the  principle   laid  down   by    )>ecau3e  he  has  proved  that,  he  has  proved 

Sir  Edward  St  rochet/. 
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also  that  that  additional  cost  of  produc-  Let  me  loak  at  it  from  the  worst 
tion  must  add  to  the  selling  price  of  the  possible  point  of  view.  Suppose  the 
article.  Such  an  idea  is  contrary  to  the  ;  whole  of  this  tax  falls  on  the  con- 
experience  of  everyone  who  has  dealt  in  '  sumer,  it  will  only  amount  to  a  (juarter 
commodities  which  fluctuate.  Take  coal,  |  of  a  farthing  per  2lb.  loaf.  Will 
which  was  discussed  at  great  length  in  I  anyone  say  that  that  is  an  unfair  tax, 
this  House  last  year.  Will  anyone  say  I  seeing  that  indirect  taxation  is  necessary, 
that  the  cost  of  production  is  the  ruling  I  to  lay  upon  the  people  of  this  coiuitry  1 
factor  in  regulating  the  selling  price  of  I  know  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
coal  t  If  so,  how  will  it  be  explained  I  who  has  just  sat  down  says  that 
why  two  years  ago  the  coal  masters  got  j  a  halfpenny,  and  perhaps  a  penny,  will  be 
profits  to  the  extent  of  shillings,  when  charged,  as  our  coins  are  not  small 
they  only  get  profits  to  the  extent  of ,  enoug'i.  But  1  prefer  again  to  take  the 
pence  as  a  rule  1  A  coal  owner  does  not  •  argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
say,  "  Coal  costs  me  so  much,  and  1  can  I  ber  for  South  Shields.  He  said  that  as 
sell  at  such  and  such  a  price,  and  make  '  there  were  no  small  coins  a  halfpenny 
such  and  such  a  profit."  No,  he  says,  would  at  least  be  added  to  the  seP.ing 
**  Peode  want  coal,  there  is  a  demand  for  price  of  the  loaf.  That  is  the  same  hon. 
it ;  what  is  the  highest  price  1  can  force  and  learned  Gentleman  who,  in  talking 
people  to  pay  for  it  1 "  Take  another  illus-  about  the  cost  of  production,  says  that 
tration.  Suppose  the  United  States  had  these  things  are  governed  by  natural 
put  an  export  duty  on  com  to  the  same  j  ij^^g  which  are  as  inevitable  as  the  law 
extent  as  this  tax,  would  the  consumer  in  ^^f  gravitation.  What  about  natural 
this  country  pay  for  that  ?  Hon.  Mem-  |^^  ^^^  j  D^  they  only  apply  when 
bers  opposite  hist  year  proved  to  their  ^^ley  support  the  arguments  of  hon. 
own  satisfaction  that  the  duty  on  coal  Gentlemen  opposite  ?  Do  they  cease  to 
would  fall  on  the  exporter,  and  they  ^^^.^^^  ^^j^^^  ^^^^  j^^U  against  these 
-cannot  say  one  thing  m  regard  to  coal,  and  arguments  1  Perhaps  he  thinks  that  a 
anentirelydifferentthmginregardtocom.  ^^j^^^  ^  above  these  laws;  that  he  is 
It  is  obvious  that  the  price  is  regulated  i  ^^^g. j^  ^y^^  ,^^  ^^  gravitation.  That 
by  supply  and  demand,  and  the  cost  of  |  .^  ^^  ^  j^^^^  ^j^^j^  y^^  y^^^  ^^y  ^^ 
production  luis  only  this  ^direct  effect  m  ^.^^^^^^^^^.^^^   .^  ^^^^    j^  ^^  ^j^^ 

the  pnce  :   if  the  price  is  very  pn^^^^^^^^      ^1^      ^^^^^  held  at  the  timi  of  the 
;  :  ^/y  dLS;'  'I  w^lrt^h:    f^nch  RevoUition.  and  tosome  pur^e 

House  to  apply  that  to  the  subject  we  are  ^^^  ^  ^-"^  J^^  «^7^^  T\^Z  ft 
discussing.^¥histaxcanonly  add  to  the  every  f cond^ay  ^^  T?  Mp  W 'id 
selling  price  of  grain  in  this  country  iil^l'"^  fj''^^,'  J^^  ^^"/  Member  said 
the  supply  is  lesf  than  it  would  be  if  it  tjie  additional  charge  is  half  a  farthing, 
were  not  imposed,  and  it  can  only  add  to  but  the  baker  will  charge  a  halfpenny, 
the  selling  price   to   the   extent   of   the  j 

supply  being  diminished  on  account  of  Mb.  ROBSON  (South  Shields) :  The 
this  tax.  Can  anyone  contend  that  3d.  hon.  Gentleman  misunderstood  what  I 
per  cwt.  will  cause  land  in  America  or  gaid.  I  said  one  thing  must  happen — 
elsewhere  to  go  out  of  cultivation,  either  the  added  price  must  be  in  the 
or  any  part  of  the  grain  which  would  f^^^  of  a  known  coin  of  the  realm,  or  the 
ordinarily  come  to  this  country  to  j^^f  ^ygt  be  diminished  in  size ;  and  the 
go  to  other  markets  which  are  taxed  ^dded  price  would  depend,  not  only  upon 
much  more  heavily  than  ours  ?  J  I  the  amount  of  the  tax,  but  also  upon 
do  not  want  to  try  to  prove  too  much.  ,  ^y^^  ^^^.^  capital  called  into  the  business 
I  do  not  want  to  prove  that  the  cost  of ;  j^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^x,  and  the  general 
production  will  never  affect  the  pnce  of ,  derangement  of  business  caused  by  the 
an  article  ;  but  1  think  1  can  say  this  at  ^^  *=* 
all  events,  that  no  one  who  is  not  blinded 


by  party  prejudice,  or  who  looks  at  this 
matter  impartially,  will  contend  for  a 
moment  that  the  whole  of  this  additional 
tax  will  fall  on  the  consumer  and  none  of 
it  on  the  producer. 


♦Mr.  a.  B.  LAW:  I  do  not  think  I 
misunderstood  the  hon.  Grentleman.  My 
recollection  is  that  he  said  the  baker 
would  charge  a  halfpenny  profit.  Other 
Gentlemen  opposite    maide  exactly   the 
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same  statement,  and  I  am  quite 
willing  to  meet  it.  This  means  an 
additional  profit  on  what  bakers  are 
making  now  of  fully  twenty  per  cent. 
If  that  were  possible,  should  not  we  all 
become  bakers  7  Why,  Sir»  whatever  else 
is  possible,  this  at  least  is  certain — that 
the  additional  cost  to  the  loaf  will  not 
on  the  average  exceed  the  additional  cost 
which  the  baker  has  to  pay  for  it.  1 
notice  there  was  a  good  deal  of  enthusi- 
asm among  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
They  imagine  they  are  going  to  raise 
the  country  to  the  old  agitation. 
They  are  going,  perhaps,  to  send  out 
pictures  of  the  big  loaf  and  the  little  loaf. 
If  that  is  their  idea,  I  would  say  to  them 
that  they  are  like  what  was  said  of  the 
Stuarts  :  they  have  learned  nothing 
and  have  forgotten  nothing.  Times  have 
changed — such  an  agitation  would  be 
an  artificial  agitation;  it  would  d  ceive 
nobody,  it  would  excite  nobody. 

(5.26.)  Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wol- 
verhampton, E.)  :  T  have  listened  with 
great  pleasure  to  the  exceedingly 
eloquent  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  ;  but,  if  he 
will  allow  me  to  say  so,  I  think  he 
stated  rather  apologetically  there  was 
a  danger  of  his  proving  too  much,  and 
1  think  he  fell  into  that  danger  before  he 
called  our  attention  to  it.  He  was 
running  on  two  parallel  lines,  which 
could  never,  I  think,  cross  one  another, 
in  reference  to  the  cost  of  manufacturing 
an  article.  The  cost  of  its  production, 
I  venture  to  submit,  must  consist  of  the 
cost  of  the  raw  matbrial,  of  the  cost  of 
the  labour  employed,  and  of  the  interest 
upon  the  capital  necessary  for  the  carry- 
ing out  of  that  industry.  These  are 
fixed,  invariable  laws  from  which  there 
can  be  no  departure.  This  cost  will  vary 
from  time  to  time  according  to  the  vary- 
ing conditions  of  the  market.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  is  perfectly  right  in  saying 
that  the  ultimate  sale  or  non-sale  of  that 
article  will  depend  upon  the  supply  and 
demand ;  if  there  is  an  excess  of  supply 
over  demand,  the  price  will  fall ;  but  if  the 
demand  is  larger  than  the  supply,  the 
price  will  rise.  But  these  are  two  totally 
distinct  considerations  which  do  not  cross 
one  another  at  all  with  reference  to  a 
question  of  this  description.  What  we 
have  to  consider  in  this  case  is  his  allega- 
tion that  this  tax  does  not  fall  upon  the  con- 
sumer, and  that  it  will  not  really  affect  the 

Mr.  A.  B.  Law, 


price  of  the  article.  I  must  make  one 
other  remark  to  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  said  we  were  attempting  to  revive 
the  great  controversies  of  bygone  years, 
and  that  if  the  arguments  which  were 
so  powerful  in  the  mouths  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  Mr.  Cobden,  and  Mr.  Gladstone, 
and  of  their  great  confreres,  were  brought 
up  today,  they  would  meet  with  no 
response.  Well,  I  venture  to  tell  him 
that  the  arguments  he  has  used  in  the 
House  of  Commons  this  evening  were 
used  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
year  1846.  They  are  precisely  the  same 
arguments  Mr.  Cobden  and  Sir  Robert 
Peel  were  met  with  in  those  days;  and 
I  think  the  verdict  the  country  gave 
then,  and  from  which  the  country  has 
never  flinched  since  then — the  Chancellor 
of  the  Elxchequer  bases  his  proposals 
on  the  contention  that  they  are  not  a 
departure  from  that  verdict — I  think  the 
same  verdict  would  be  given  again  if  it 
were  called  for  in  the  same  conditions. 

Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  speeches  of 
the  Chai;cellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
framing  this  tax.  I  notice  that,  both 
last  night  and  the  night  before,  he 
appealed  on  these  proposals  to  the  two 
great  authorities — Sir  Robert  Peel  and 
Mr.  Gladstone.  He  was  walking  in 
their  steps,  preaching  their  doctrine ;  and 
he  said  whatever  fallacy  was  to  be  found 
in  his  argument  was  to  be  found  in 
theirs.  Now,  I  should  like  to  challenge 
that  statement  at  once,  and  I  should 
like  the  House  to  consider  the  true 
position  which  Sir  Robert  Peel  and 
Mr.  Gladstone  took  on  this  occasion. 
When  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  dealing  with 
his  great  measure  in  1846  it  was  not 
a  question  of  revenue — it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  Protection.  Under  the  Protective 
system  which  then  prevailed  the  object 
was  not  to  get  revenue.  An  exceed- 
ingly small  amount  was  received  from 
the  corn  duty  during  Sir  Robert  Peel's 
lifetime.  The  object  was  to  keep  corn 
out  of  the  country. 

Sir  J.  FERGaSSON  (Manchester,. 
N.R):  No,  no;  to  equalise  the  price. 

Sir  henry  FOW^LER  :  Yes,  up  to  a 
certain  figure — to  ensure  that  it  should 
not  go  below  a  certain  tigure.  Now, 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  it  is  perfectly  triie, 
put  on  for  the  purposes  of  registration 
Is.  a  quarter  on  wheat,  and  at  that 
time  the  nation  was  much  more  anxious 
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to  get  rid  of  Protective  duties  than  to  |  alluded  as  the  contribution  to  the  Crimean 
obtain  revenue.  My  own  opinion  is  war.  In  1855  Mr.  Gladstone  went 
that  Sir  Robert  Peel  regarded  it  entirely  out  of  office,  and  he  did  not  return  until 
as  a  registration  duty  and  nothing  else,  1859,  when  he  had  aga  n  to  under- 
and,  having  regard  to  ascertaining  what ,  take  the  completion  of  this  great 
foreign  corn  would  come  in  and  what  >  financial  policy.  In  1864  this  question  was 
would  not,  he  placed  a  registration  duty  raised  in  the  House  for  the  first  time 
on  com.  Whenthe  three  years  had  elapsed,  and  for  the  dstinct  purpose  of  altering 
during  which  he  had  reduced  and  finally  ,  this  duty,  and  Mr  Gladstone  ,very 
abolished  the  com  laws,  the  duty  of  Is.  promptly  and  clearly  dealt  with  this 
was  to  come  into  force.  The  imports  question,  and  left  on  permanent  record 
of  wheat  and  flour  that  were  brought  \  what  his  view  was.  He  said — 
into  this  country  then  amounted  to  «« The  acceptance  of  the  proposal  to  re-model 
35,000,000  cwt.     The  imports  of  wheat    the    duties    would    appear    as    if   we    were 

and   flour  for   1900,    which  was   the  last    deliberately  settuig  about  the  construction  of  a 
•  V  •  1  1  r»  .  r  regular  system  of  com  duties. 

year  for  which  we  have  a  Return  from      f .        ^  ,      .        r     i  i 

the  Board  of  Trade,  amounted  to  This  was  on  a  reduction  of  3d.  to  2d.  on 
189,636,000  cwt.  In  dealing  with  this  a  cerUin  class  of  wheat.  This  was  Mr. 
matter,  the  question  to  be  asked  with  Gladstone  s  reason  for  refusing  to  accept 
regard  to  Sir  Robert  Peel  is  this  —  |  ^*^e  Proposal.  He  said— 
What  would  Sir  Robert  Peel  **1  should  be  reluctant  to  see  Parliament 
have  done  if  he  had  conceived  <^«'"itted  to  any  phui  which  might  appear  to 
.,  •v'l*^       ^v         ^1        ^'  ij    assume  that  a  duty  of  this  kmd  on  com  (not  a 

the    possibility    that    the     time    would  \  very  heavy  impost,  but  stiU  something  more 

arrive  in    this  country  when   proposals  >  than  a  nominal  one,  which  in  principle  it  would 
would    be   made   in    this    House    to   put    ^  difficult  to  defend)  should  be  regarded  as  a 

a   tax  on    corn   which   would    pix>duce  |  Km^sut^n^arngt '^^'  '^"'^ 
between   £2,000,000    and    £3,000,000  ? -^  ^       w     />..  j 

That  he  would  never  have  regarded  ;  ^^w,  to  say  that  Mr.  Gladstone  sanc- 
with  anvthing  but  the  strongest  dis- 1  ^i^n^^l  such  a  proposal  is  obviously 
like.  That  is  a  speculation  with  regard  ;  incorrect.  [The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
to  Sir  Robert  Peel ;  but  with  regard  to  '  chequer  dissented.]  That  was  m  1864. 
Mr.  Gladstone's  attitude,  that  is  very  |  ^^  ^^^^  M^-  Gladstone  left  office,  and 
clear.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  1^®  did  not  return  until  1868  when,  for  the 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  remained  in  office  I  ^^st  time,  he  was  Prime  Mimster,  and 
for  many  years,  and  was  always  a  great  Mr.  Lowe  was  his  Chancellor  of  the 
~  Exchecjuer.      In    the    very    first    year 

of  his  Premiership  Mr.  Lowe  brought 
in  his  Budget  and  removed  this  tax.  It 
would  be  impertinent  to  lift  the 
veil  which  shrouds  the  proceedinga 
of  the  present  Cabinet.  We  do  not 
know  who  is  responsible  for  some 
of  the  steps  which  are  taken  and  upon 
which  we  look  with  wonder  and  amaze- 


Free  Trader,  and  did  nothing  to  remove 
this  tax.  Let  us  go  into  the  tigures. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  was  in  office  in  1849. 
Mr.  Gladstone  was  not  in  office  until  1853, 
when  he  came  in  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  He  then  produced  his  cele- 
brated Budget,  with  its  great  fiscal  changes, 
which  altered  the  whole  system  of  taxa- 
tion with  regard  to  imports — the  greatest  ,,r  ,  ,  t^  ^  .  .  . 
Budget,  in  my  opinion,  that  was  ever  '  S^l^-  \ye  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 
brought  into  this  House;  and  this  duty  I  Budget  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Lxchequer 
was  loo  trifling  to  take  any  notice  of.  !  «J  ^*^«  ^''tK''\  ^\t  ^^^'"^^-  But  those 
What  was  £500,000  a  year  to  Mr.  Glad-  <^^, "«  ^*^«  ^^  VV  n?T.  ""^  ^""^ 
stone  in  the  great  changes  he  was  mak-  colleagues  with  Mr.  GUdstone  know 
ing  n  the  financial  policy  of  thi  country]    '^^^    no   ChanceUor   of    the   Exchequer 


ing  n  the  financial  policy  of  thi '  country 
He  was  imposing  fresh  taxes  on  the 
country  in  order  to  free  the  springs  of 
industry  in  other  directions.      But  soon 


under  him  ever  submitted  any  finan- 
cial proposals  to  the  House  of  Commons 
that  had  not  his  full  approval,  and  we 
may  take  it  as  proved  to  demonstration 


after  he  came  into  office,  he,  hke  the  Chan- 1  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Gladstone's  Budget  and 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  faced  with  |  ^^^  ^^^  g^^  ^^  ^j  ^^^  Lo^^^  ^^^  ^y^^^  i„ 
a  war.  This  Ux  had  fallen  then  to  ^^.^u^y  j^.  ^^  ^^  Gladstone  who 
£300,000,  and  that  was  the  sum  to  removed  the  shilling  duty  on  com, 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    though  Mr.  Lowe  has  been  held  up  to  ua 
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as  rather  a  sort  of  financial  pedant  for  so 
doing.  Let  me  read  what  Mr.  Lowe  said 
when  he  asked  the  House  to  abolish  the 
tax,  and  what  were  the  grounds  on 
which  Parliament  accepted  it  in  1869, 
and  adopted  it  as  our  uniform 
policy  from  that  year  down  to  1902. 
Mr.  Lowe  said  it  was  clearly  the 
intention  of  its  founder  that  this  tax 
should  operate  only  as  a  register,  but 
that  it  had  really  ceased  to  do  so  and 
had  now  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  source 
of  revenue.  The  amount  received  from 
it  at  that  time  was  £800,000  or 
£900,000. 

"And  what  sortpf  a  source  of  revenue  is  it  ? 
It  is  impossible  to  imagine  any  tax  which 
combines  more  of  the  qualities  which  make  a 
tax  odious— that  is,  it  is  a  duty  on  an  article 
that  is  produced  in  England  with  no  counter- 
vailing £xcise  duty  upon  it ;  it  is,  therefore, 
effectual  as  a  Protective  duty — that  i*  to  say, 
it  not  merely  raises  the  price  of  the  portion 
of  the  article  that  pays  it,  but  also  raises  the 
price  of  the  portion  oi  the  article  that  does  not 
pay  it.  It  tnerefore  inflicts  on  the  subject  a 
burden  much  more  considerable  than  the 
lienefit  it  confers  on  the  Revenue.  If  we  want 
to  get  at  the  real  evils  of  the  tax,  let  us 
imagine  ourselves  applying  to  it  the  same  rules 
that  we  apply  to  aJl  other  Protective  taxes 
and  put  a  counter\'ailing  Excise  duty  on  the 
home-grown  article.  Just  fancy  the  Excise 
man  let  loose  upon  the  barns  and  the  stores  of 
the  farmer  and  the  corn-dealer,  collecting  a  tax 
of  3d.  per  cwt.  on  their  com  all  over  the 
•  country." 

That,  of  course,  is  Mr.  Lowe's  opinion  ; 
he  was  a  very  great  authonty  on  these 
matters,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  House 
for  its  consideration.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence that  there  was  any  reduction  in 
price  by  the  abolition  of  the  tax —  that 
bread  was  no  cheaper,  and  that  wheat 
was  no  cheaper  ;  but  I  venture  to  sub- 
mit for  his  consideration  that  that  is  no 
proof  that  the  price  would  not  be  raised 
if  the  tax  was  re-imposed.  To  take  off  a 
tax  is  one  thing ;  to  put  it  on  again  is 
another,  and  a  very  different,  process.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  process  is  often 
gradual,  before  the  price  of  an  article 
falls,  and  some  time  necessarQy  elapses  : 
but  the  moment  a  tax  is  imposed,  say,  in 
addition  to  the  tax  on  tea,  within 
twenty-four  hours  the  price  is  raised  in 
rc'spect  of  the  article  upon  which  the  tax 
is  to  be  levied. 

That  brings  me  now  to  the  question 
which  has  been  raised  and  argued 
with  so  much  ability  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite— By  whom  is  the  duty 

Sir  Henry  Fowler. 


paid  1  Now,  somebody  is  going  to  pay  it. 
It  is  not  going  to  drop  from  the  clouds, 
and  it  is  not  going  to  grow  up  from  the 
earth.  In  one  shape  or  another,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expects  to 
get  2,600,000  additional  sovereigns  into 
the  Bank  of  England.  Who  is  going  to 
pay,  then  T  [An  Hon.  Member  :  The 
loreigner.]  The  foreigner  1  1  remember 
once  asking  in  the  House,  who  pays  the 
additional  tax  upon  tea,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Central  Sheffield  immediatelv 
answered  me  and  said  the  exporters  would 
pay  it — it  would  be  paid  by  the  Chinese 
exporter. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  No,  no.  My  right  hon.  friend's 
memory  deceives  him.  I  said  that  in  the 
case  of  tea,  the  consumer  paid,  because 
we  produce  no  tea  whatever  in  this 
country. 

Sir  henry  FOWLER :  I  am  delighted 
to  hear  that  the  hon.  Member  holds  that 
opinion  now ;  but  1  remember  very  well 
that  I  asked  him  whether,  if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  put  6d.  on  tea 
in  his  Budget,  the  price  of  tea  would  not 
have  been  raised  6d.  in  every  grocer's 
shop  the  following  morning.  Possibly 
that  illustration  made  some  impression 
upon  him. 

The  price  of  wheat  and  the  price  of 
flour,  after  all,  is  the  market  price  of  the 
world.  There  is  practically  for  all 
purposes  but  one  com  market  in  the 
world.  You  will  get  neither  more  nor 
less  for  your  wheat  here,  in  New  York, 
or  San  Francisco,  than  the  price  of  wheat 
in  the  market  of  the  world  at  the  day  ; 
and  the  wholesale  importer  who  buys 
wheat  at  the  market  price,  subject  to 
a  duty,  has,  before  he  sells  it  either  to 
the  merchant  or  retailer — I  quote  the 
words  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
last  year  in  dealing  with  the  sugar  duty— 

**  He  has  to  pay  for  the  Customs  handling, 
for  the  expense  of  agency,  for  the  interest  on 
the  dnty,  and  any  other  charges  which  he  may 
have  to  bear." 

Those  must  all  be  added  to  the  duty. 
There  must  be  an  addition  to  capital. 
Of  course,  com  and  flour  are  imported 
in  enormous  quantities  by  merchants 
with  very  large  establishments,  and  very 
large  sums  are  paid.  At  all  events, 
somebody  will  have  to  find  money  to 
pay  for  the  interest    on    this    sum    of 
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je2,630,000  which  is  to  be  extracted  from 
the  article.  In  the  case  of  wheat  and 
flour  this  operation  will  be  repeated  more 
than  once.  The  original  importer  will 
have  to  be  recompensed  for  this  burden ; 
the  large  merchant  to  whom  he  sells 
will  also  have  to  be  re-imbursed,  and 
so  on  ;  and  we  know  that  when  it  is  a 
case  of  re-imbursing,  there  is  a  tendency 
to  put  on  a  little  additional  profit  to 
cover  the  loss  and  the  risk  they  have 
to  incur.  Then,  when  you  come  to  the 
baker,  the  name  process  will  be  repeated. 
To  attempt  to  measure  the  burden  on 
wheat  or  flour  by  the  figures  we  are 
going  to  vote  for  tonight  in  this  Resolu- 
tion, is  a  fallacy.  You  must  add  the 
cost  of  manipulating,  the  cost  of  advancing 
money,  and  the  cost  of  additional  risk  in 
respect  of  bad  debts.  I  think  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Somerset- 
shire, and  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Shields,  put  the  case  very  fairly — I  think 
very  much  under  the  mark — when  they 
met  it  i  ned  the  figure  which  they  did.  An 
hou.  Member  said  with  great  truth  that 
you  could  not  make  an  addition  to 
the  price  less  than  that  of  the  current 
coin  of  the  realm.  The  difference 
may  be  an  eighth  of  a  penny  or  a  fourth 
of  a  penny,  but  the  trade  of  this  country 
will,  in  dealing  with  the  retail  article, 
recognise  the  halfpenny  as  the  smallest 
coin.  ["  A  farthing."]  No,  I  say  a  half- 
penny. It  is  a  question  of  opinion,  but 
I  think  if  any  addition  is  made  to  the 
price  of  the  quartern  loaf  it  will  be  an 
addition  of  &  halfpenny,  and  I  think  a 
halfpenny  will  be  requisite  in  this  case 
to  cover  all  the  cost.  It  is  easy  to  smile 
at  halfpennies  and  farthings.  The  wages 
of  this  country  are  paid  in  shillings. 
The  coins  which  are  perhaps  most 
familiar  to  Members  of  this  House  are 
unknown  to  the  vast  mass  of  the 
population,  so  far  as  their  practical  use 
is  concerned.  When  you  levy  a  tax 
upon  bread,  although  it  may  be  in 
farthings,  stUl  it  is,  as  Mr.  Gladstone  put 
it,  upon  the  greatest  article  of  human 
subsistence,  and  if  people  are  mainly 
eating  bread,  that  tax  will  amount 
to  a  very  serious  sum  to  them,  although 
it  may  seem  a  very  small  sum  to  us.  I 
cordially  endoise  what  has  been  already 
said— that  this  is  a  tax  upon  the  poorest 
of  the  poor,  and  that  they  will  have  to 
pay  it. 
VOL  CVI.        [Fourth  Series.] 


I  have  another  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
It  has  been  argued  that,  although  it 
may  be  a  violation  in  theory  of  the 
principle  of  Free  Trade,  it  is  not  so  in 
practice.  What  is  Free  Trade  1  It 
certainly  is  not  fair  trade.  There  is  an 
opinion  abroad  that  it  is  a  violation  of 
Free  Trade  to  impose  any  duty  on  an 
imported  articla  Nothing  of  the  sort. 
The  question  of  Free  Trade  does  not  arise 
on  imposing  Customs  duties.  You  may 
have  a  system  of  absolute  Free  Trade,  so 
far  as  the  principles  of  Free  Trade  are 
concerned,  and  every  variety  of  Customs 
duty.  No  doubt  it  is  embarrassing  to 
business;  it  is  adding  to  the  cost,  and 
trouble,  and  delay  of  business  trans- 
actions; but  it  in  no  way  affects  the 
principle  of  Free  Trade.  The  principle  of 
Free  Trade  is  that  where  a  tax  is  levied 
on  the  import  of  any  article  from  a 
foreign  source,  and  the  same  article 
is  made  in  this  country,  you  should 
levy  an  excise  duty  of  equal  amount 
upon  the  home-made  article.  If  you  do 
not  do  so,  that  is  a  violation  of  Free 
Trade.  I  suppose  it  is  a  very  small 
matter  to  steal  a  shilling,  and  a  large 
matter  to  steal  a  hundrea  pounds.  But 
the  principle  is  the  same.  If  you  violate 
Free  Trade  to  the  extent  of  one  or  two 
shillings,  it  is  a  violation  of  the  principle, 
notwithstanding  the  figure.  The  price 
is  raised  all  round.  It  really  comes 
to  this — that  you  are  calling  upon 
the  consumer  to  pay  upon  all  com  and 
flour,  whether  it  be  foreign  com  directly 
taxed,  or  home-grown  corn  indirectly 
protected,  but  the  Exchequer  will  only 
receive  the  amount  paid  on  the  com  im- 
ported. The  home-grown  com  will  not 
pay,  and  the  foreign-grown  com  will 
\  pay  the  duty,  and  that  is  to  all  purposes 
a  Protective  duty. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  The  home- 
grown com  will  pay  rates  and  taxes. 

Sir  henry  FOWLER:  The  proprie- 
tor of  home-grown  com  may  have  to  pay  a 
variety  of  other  disbursements  which  the 
foreign  producer  does  not  pay,  but  that 
is  not  the  question.  The  question  is  the 
price  to  the  consumer.  That  is  the 
essence  of  this  Protective  legislation. 
Protective  legislation  is  the  taxation  of 
all  consumers  for  the  benefit  of  a  class. 
You  have  the  burdens  of  a  tax  levied  on 
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hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 


mouth, the  very  first  moment  this 
tax  was  proposed,  declared  emphatically 
that  it  was  his  intention,  and  the  intention 
of  those  who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
to  offer  the  strongest  and  the  most  de- 
cided opposition  to  once  again  placing  a 
tax  upon  the  food  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  While  there  will  be  no  Member 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  whether  he  sits 
for  a  manufacturing  or  an  agricultural 


Sir  W.  hart  DYKE  (Kent,  Dart- 
ford)  :  Will  the  hon.  Baronet  quote  some 
authority  1 

♦SiK  EDWARD  STRACHEY  :  Yes,  I 
will  quote  the  opinion  of  the  Liverpool 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  They  sent  a  depu- 
tation askinff  Mr.  Lowe  to  abolish  the 
registration  duty.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  said  that  Mr.  Gladstone 
did  not  object  to  this  registration  duty 
constituency,  who  either  by  voice  or  vote  j  and  did  not  regard  it  as  a  tax  upon  corn, 
will  support  this  iniquitous  proposal  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  we  already 
know  from  the  debates  which  have  taken 
place  that  His  Majesty's  Gk)vemment  can- 
not depend  upon  a  united  following,  and 


as  a  tax  upon  the  food  of  the 
people,  or  an  interference  with  free 
trade.  But  in  1866,  three  years  before 
the  registration  duty  was  repealed, 
Mr.  Gladstone  in  reply  to  a  memorial 
that  already  some  of  their  supporters  have  |  from  the  same  Cnamber  of  Corn- 
announced  their  intention  of  voting  against  j  merce  said  this  tax  was  protective  in 
the  com  duty.  I  think  there  will  be  its  nature  and  one  that  would  not  be 
other  hon.  Members  who  will  join  the  permanently  retained  as  a  source  of 
three  Unionist  Members  who  voted  upon  !  revenue.  I  think  that  shows  exactly  the 
the  very  first  opportunity  they  had  against  i  true  feeling  of  Mr.  Gladstone  as  regards  that 
the  re-imposition  of  the  com  duties.  matter,  and  it  is  just  the  sort  of  feeling 

We  oppose  this  tax  on  the  ground  that  [  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  should 
it  is  a  tax  upon  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  and  ,  expect  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  who 
because  it  is  a  tax  upon  the  first  necessity  |  was  as  strong  a  free  trader  as  any  of  us. 
of  life,  and  as  convinced  free  traders  we  i  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
see  no  cause  whatever  to  depart  from  that  |  said  that  the  price  of  bread  does  not 
doctrine  which  we  have  been  brought  up    follow    small     changes    and    variations. 


in,  and  which  we  have  practised,  and  which 
for  a  generation  has  been  the  law  of  this 


That  may  be  tme  if  you  take  the  small 
changes  and  fluctuations  of  the  market 


country.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I  from  day  to  day  and  from  week  to  week, 
said  that  these  duties  would  not  affect  1 1  am  ready  to  grant  that  that  may  be  so, 
the  price  of  bread  because  it  was  so  small,  but  that  is  a  very  different  thing  from  & 
I  ask  hon.  Members  whether  that  is  not !  permanent  increase  in  the  price  brought 
exactly  the  old  fallacy  of  the  old  Pro-  about  by  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
tectionists  1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  which  will  not  vary  from  day  to  day^ 
again  said  nobody  ever  objected  to  the !  but  will  go  on  from  year  to  year  as 
re^stration  duty  on  the  ground  of  its  a  permanent  tax,  and  the  consequence 
bemg  a  protective  duty.  The  House ;  will  be  naturally  that  the  price  which 
will  remember  that  the  Chancellor  of !  is  to  be  paid  will  be  permanently 
the  Exchequer  has  prided  himself  upon  :  increased  by  the  duty  put  on  by  the 
the  idea  that  this  is  not  a  duty  upon  I  Government.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
corn  but  that  it  is  a  mere  administra-  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  declare 
tive  registration  duty.  When  the  right '  that  this  is  a  small  duty,  and  that  there- 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  nobody  ever  i  fore  it  will  be  innocuous  in  its  effect 
objected  to  the  registration  duty  his  ■  upon  prices.  But  the  baker  will  not  be 
contention  is  not  founded  upon  fact.  ,  able  to  charge  Jd.  or  /y^.  for  the  reason 
Before  the  com  registration  duty  was  ,  that  there  is  no  coin  of  the  realm  of  that 
rejiealed  by  the  Budget  of  Mr.  Lowe  in  kind.  He  must  of  necessity,  in  order  to 
1869,  that  repeal  had  been  the  subject  meet  the  extra  charge  which  is  put  on 
for  many  years  of  an  agitation  by  free  the  price  of  flour  as  a  permanent  charge, 
traders,  who  declared  that  this  duty  '  either  charge  Jd.  or  Jd.  more  per  quartern 
though  small  was  a  hindrance  to  trade,  loaf,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  this  ia 
and  it  could  not  be  said  while  that  duty  exactly  what  the  bakers  are  doing, 
existed  that  this  country  was  one  which  Already  in  London  there  has  been  an 
allowed  free  imports.  [Ministerial  cries  *  increase  in  the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf 
of  "  Quote  ! "]  I  of  ^d.,  and  i  see  it  reported  that  in  some 
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districts  actually  the  price  is  increased  bv 
a  Id.,  showing  that  the  bakers  are  well 
alive  to  the  fact  that  they  will  have  to 
pay  more  for  their  flour. 

Well,  it  may  be  said  that  the  foreigner 
vnM  pay  this.  I  would  like  to  point  out 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  a 
paper,  which  I  believe  supports  His 
Majesty's  Government,  the  Economist, 
and  which  has  called  this  Budget  a 
most  vicious  and  reactionary  Budget. 
It  says — 

"The  ver^'  conveDient  theory  that  the 
foreigner  will  pay  has  been  promptly  negatived 
by  the  advances  in  the  prices  of 'wheat  and 
flour  thHt  have  taken  place  since  the  Budget 
was  introduced.  In  npite  of  all  Sir  M.  Hicka 
Beach  had  to  say  thereupon  the  new  duties 
must  constitute  a  tax  upon  the  food  of  the 
|>eople." 

Then  again,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer has  told  us  that  the  object  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  reimposition 
of  the  tax  upon  com  and  flour  is  to  broaden 
the  basis  of  indirect   taxation.     He  says  ' 
it  is  not  a  war  tax.     It  is  not  a  tax  which 
the  country  is  asked  to  submit  to  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  a  hateful  necessity  when  \ 
we  are  at  war,  and  because  we  are   so  ' 
crippled  in  our  resources  that  it  is  abso-  , 
lutely  necessary  to  tax  the  bread  of  the 
people,  and  to  tax  the  feeding  stuffs  of  the 
farmers.      Well,  free  trader  as  I  am,  I  , 
admit  that  if  His  Majesty's  Government  I 
had  come   down  here  and  said  that,  in  | 
conseciuence  of  the  war  and  of  the  great  I 
diflicultv  we  were  in,  that  we  were  on  our 
knees,  and  that  it  was  a  matter  of  life 
and    death,    I,  for    one,   having  always 
supported  the  Government  in  carrying  on 
the  war,  and  having  been  always  ready  to 
support  them  in  every  possible  way    in 
carrying     on    the    fight    to    the    finish, 
would  have   voted   for   this   tax,  but   it 
would     have     been     only,    under     such 
circumstances,   as  an   absolutely   hateful 
necessity.      But   that   is    not    the    case 
at   the   present   moment.      We   are   not 
asked  to  vote  this  tax  for  the  purpose  of 
camming  on  the  war.     There  is  no  difli- 
culty  in  this  great  and  powerful  country 
carrying   on    the    war    to    a    successful 
issue   without  descending   to   the   mean 
necessity     of     taxing    the    poor     man's  > 
bread.     But   it    is    to    be    a    means   of 
broadening  the  basis  of  taxation.     That  j 
may  be  necessary  because  of  the  extrava- ! 
gant  way  in  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment  have    spent    the    money    of     the 
taxpayer,  quite  apart'  from  the  war.     In 


addition  to  the  Sinking  Fund  now  sus' 
pended,  the  annual  expenditure  has 
mcreased  by  32  millions.  This  was 
recognised  by  the  Junior  Member  for 
Oldham,  who  said — 

'*  BenideH,  when  the  >var  was  over,  the 
SinKing  Fund  wonld  have  to  be  revived,  and 
the  income  tax  reduced.  In  fact,  futore 
expenditure  meant  nerioas  taxation  of  bread 
and  meat,  and  other  neceesaries  of  the  ]>eople. 
It  also  meant  the  raising  of  Fair  Trade  issues. 
(Vincent  :  Hear,  hear  I)  A  tax  honeetly 
imposed  merely  for  levenue  would  become 
Protective  in  its  character." 

Then,  again,  the  sentiment  that  this  is 
a  Protectionist  tax  is  recognised  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Lincoln.  He 
said — 

'*It  was  Protection  of  the  worse  kind. 
When  they  saw  with  what  pleasure  and 
f^ratitude  it  was  received  in  certain  quarters, 
it  was  difficult  not  to  tay  it  was  not  Protective 
to  a  f^reat  extent." 

Well,  it  is  clear  that  even  on  the 
Government  side  of  the  House,  as  well 
as  on  this,  it  is  recognised  that  this 
is  a  Protectionist  tax,  and  the  object 
of  it  not  so  much  to  raise  revenue  as  to 
insert  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  in  order 
that  we  may  once  more  return  to  Protec- 
tion not  only  of  com  and  flour,  but  pro- 
bably of  all  kinds  of  food  andmanufactiu^ 
articles  as  well.  I  am  glad  to  notice  that 
exactly  the  same  view  is  taken  by  the 
great  newspaper  which  represents  the 
Liberal  Unionists  in  the  Midlands.  Re- 
ferring to  the  Budget  Speech  of  the 
Chancellor,  the  Birmingham  Daily  Post 
says — 

**  The  remedial  measures  he  prescribes  for 
the  national  exigencies  display  little  resource 
for  io^^enaity,  and  are  calculated,  we  think,  to 
inflict  the  maximum  sutfermg  for  the  minimum 
result.  .  .  .  Hin  proposetl  corn  duty  is,, 
nevertheless,  a  reactionary  measure,  because 
it  is  not  only  a  tax  upon  food,  hut  one  that 
will  impose  a  burden  upon  consumers  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  ^ain  t«i  the  Exchequer.  In 
other  words,  the  middleman  will  share  with 
the  Govern meDt  in  the  proeeeils  of  the  new 
impost,  and  hisp'trtion  will  assuredly  not  1>e 
the  smalitrr  one. 

If  this  is  only  a  revenue  tax,  and  not  a 
Protective  duty,  I  think  we  mi^ht  very 
well  ask — Why  not  tax  other  imports  » 
Why  not  tax  meat,  bacon,  pork,  butter, 
cheese,  and  margarine  ;  and  also  cattle 
and  sheep  which  are  imported  for 
slaughter  for  the  purpose  of  food  %  If 
the  Government  honestly  say,  **  We  have 
no  idea  of  Protection  ;  this  is  not  Pro- 
tection at  all,"  why  have  they  left  out  all 
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the  other  agricultural  produce  coming 
from  abroad  1  It  is  not  the  case  that  they 
are  of  little  value. 

Its  value  is  over  £76,000,000  as 
against  £61,000,000  value  of  com,  grain, 
flour  and  meal. 

If  the  Government  had  put  a  duty  on 
meat  and  dairy  produce,  they  would  get 
double  the  amount  they  are  asking  for, 
reckoned  on  the  ad  valoi-em  duty. 
I  am  not  for  one  moment  saying 
that  that  ought  to  be  done.  I 
think  we,  as  agriculturists,  must  not 
oppose  free  imports,  whether  they  be 
■corn,  meat,  or  dairy  produce,  because 
I  believe  this  country  will  not  give 
up  the  great  advantages  of  free  trade. 
If  those  advantages  are  given  full  play, 
■and  the  greatest  opportunity  taken 
of  them,  farmers  in  this  matter  need 
not  fear.  I  think  it  is  very  signi- 
ficant the  way  in  which  in  the  last  ten 
or  twenty  years  in  this  country  farmers 
have  turned  to  the  producing  of  dairy  pro- 
duce and  the  raising  of  stock  in  order 
that  they  may  make  this  country,  as 
regards  stock,  one  in  which  pedigree  animals 
are  raised — a  country  to  which  buyers 
come  from  South  America  and  all  over 
the  world  and  give  large  prices  to 
breeders.  This  can  only  be  done  by 
farmers  having  free  imports  of  feeding 
stuffs  for  their  animals,  whether  for  stock 
or  dairy  produce.  That  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  agriculturists  in  the  West 
of  England,  a  part  of  which  I  represent, 
recognise  this  fact.  Only  in  the  last  few 
days  I  have  got  a  copy  of  a  petition  which 
has  been,  or  will  shortly  be,  sent  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  peti- 
tion emanates  from  a  body  called  the 
Western  Counties  Co-operative  Agricul- 
tural Association,  which  embraces  my  own 
county  of  Somerset,  Devon,  Cornwall, 
Wiltshire,  and  Gloucestershire.  That  is 
an  association  of  landlords  and  farmers 
working  on  co-operative  principles,  and 
not  for  profit.  Only  5  per  cent,  is  allowed 
on  the  shares,  and  the  rest  is  divided  as  a 
bonus  among  the  purchasers.  Now,  what 
is  the  attitude  of  these  owners  and  occu- 
piers? They  entirely  oppose  the  duty 
upon  feeding  stuffs,  and  the  line  they  take 
is  that  the  tax  will  constitute  a  heavy 
burden  on  the  farmers  of  the  counties 
referred  to. 

Sir  Edtoard  Strachey, 


It  may  interest  the  House  to  knoi^ 
what  are  the  actual  amounts  imported  of 
offals  used  for  feeding  stock  into  this 
country — 

Imported  Offals,  Sb.  4d.  a  Ton. 

TOD8. 

Wheat  OITaIs  ...  128,700 
Other  Offals  ...  150,000 
Rice  Meals         ...     150,000 


428,?00=£211,958 

We  shall  have  in  future  this  tax  of  5s.  on 
gi-ain  and  8s.  4d.  on  milled  feeding  stuffs, 
and  at  the  same  time  we  shall  have  to 
compete  with  foreign  countries,  such  as  Den- 
mark, where  there  is  no  tax  of  this  kind. 
The  dairy  farmer  in  England  who  makes 
butter  has  now  to  compete  with  butter 
coming  from  Denmark,  and  in  doing  so 
in  the  future  he  will  have  an  additional 
tax  of  8s.  4d.  on  all  the  feeding  stuffs  he 
takes  to  further  increase  the  oifficulties 
of  such  competition.  In  Denmark  the 
farmer  will  be  able  to  import  identically 
the  same  feeding  stuffs  as  the  British  farmer 
without  an  import  tax,  and  thereby  getting 
his  feeding  stuffs  8s.  4d.  a  ton  cheaper. 
There  again  the  House  will  see  that  it  is  a 
serious  tax.  The  Exchequer  is  giving  a 
bounty  to  the  Danish  farmer,  because 
this  tax  will  enable  him  to  send  butter 
here  from  his  cows  fed  on  untaxed  feed- 
ing stuffs  to  compete  with  that  made  in 
this  country.  That  is  exactly  the  same 
case  with  Holland.  In  Germany  there 
is  a  duty  on  corn  of  50s.  a  ton  and  105s. 
a  ton  flour,  yet  as  far  as  the  farmer  is 
concerned  they  quite  recognise  that  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance,  if  he  is  to 
compete  with  other  countries  abroad, 
he  should  be  enabled  to  get  feeding  stuffs 
at  a  low  price  without  any  duty.  It 
is  important  to  the  farmer  that  his  food 
stuffs  should  be  imported  absolutely  free 
of  duty.  I  have  quoted  the  ease  of 
Denmark  as  a  competitor  in  butter. 
There  is  also  France,  which  competes  with 
us  very  much,  too,  in  the  matter  of  butter. 
Their  wheat  duty  is  56s.  per  ton,  and 
flour  risesf rom 80s. to  1 28s.  perton.  Offals 
are  allowed  to  be  imported  at  the  com- 
paratively small  price  of  48.  lOd.  Even 
in  France  itself,  with  high  Protective 
duties,  the  farmer  pays  3s.  6d.  per  ton 

less  than  the  English  farmer,  and  will 

thus  be  at  an  advantage  in  producing  his 

butter.       Then,      undoubtedly,      those 

countries  which  at  the  present  moment 

send  large  exports  of  feeding   stuffs   to 


961 


JVays  and  Means—        {22  April  1902} 


Bepori, 


962 


this  country,  such  as  South  America, 
Canada,  and    India,   finding   that   our 


many  of  us,  although   very  anxious   to 
have  old  age  pensions  established,  were 


markets  are  shut  to  them,  will  be  com- 1  not  prepared  to  abandon  our  Free  Trade 
peUed  to  sendtoDenmarkandGermany,' principles    for    them.       We    were    not 
where  there  is   free   import,  with    the  ,  prepared  to  say  that  it  was  de^^^^^^ 
result  that  the  price  will  godown  in  those    tax  the  working  mans  bread  during  his 
*^^vw«»i;  wicpuv^c  wn  5  ^  ^k^or^a^    vouth   aud    thc    time    he    was   able    to 

markets  and  we  will  get   even  cheaper  |  yo^^  ^     ^.      ^.^^  ^ 

ceding  stuffs  than  "OJ^    The  Enghsh  ;  w^^^^  P^^^^^  suggestion  of 

farmer  will  be  handicapped  from  the  agri-    g^^'^j  ^t  hon.   Gentleman   is   very   im- 
cultural   point  of   view.      You  may  say   t^e  j^g    ^  .^^^    .^    ^^^  J    ^^^ 

that  the  effect  of  the  Ss.  4d.  per  ton  ^^^^^'  ^  ^  ^as  delivered  in  the 
will  be  to  increase  the  cost  of  production  ^^.^^^^^  of  another  Cabinet  Minister,  and 
of  meat  and  bacon  and  dairy  products.  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^„  repudiated  by  any  Cabinet 
Now  what  is  it  really  that  His  ^^^^^^^^  The  Speriatw  newspaper, 
Majesty  s  Government  are  doing  1  They  ^j^  ^^  ^^  ]^^  always  advocated  Free 
are  once  more  raising  the  old  banner  and  rp^^^  principles,  supports  the  Govern- 
the  old  cry  of  "Protection."  They  are  |  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  gayg  that  it  would 
playing  into  the  hands  of  Gentlemen  like  ^^^^  '^^^  ^^^y^  ^^^j,  jf  ^y^^  Government 
the  nght  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  |  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^y^^^  ^ax.  Commenting 
Sleaford  and  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman  ^^  ^y^^^  particular  suggestion  of  the  right 
the  Member  for  Thanet,  who  have  m  the    j^^^     G^tleman,   the    Spectator    said    it 


past  advocated  a  duty  of  58.  on  every 
quarter  of  com. 


Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Isle 
of  Thanet) ;  I  never  advocated  a  specific 
duty  on  corn. 


hoped  some  Member  of  the  Cabinet  would 

take  the  first  opportunity  of  repudiating 

the  idea  of  a  tax  on  com,  however  smalt 

That  suggestion  was  never  repudiated,  and 

we  can  now  quite  well  understand  why  it 

was  not.     However,  what  was  more  sig- 

I  nificant  still,  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Con- 

♦SiR     EDWARD     STRACHEY  :      1 1  servative   Member  for  Wigan,  after  the 

quite    understand    that   the    right    hon.  '  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  wrote 

Gentleman  would  prefer  a  sliding  scale  ,  to  the  Tim^s  in  August,  1899,  a  letter,  in 

^oing    much    higher  ;     but   I   desire   to  |  which  he  said — 

rather  understate  than  overstate  the  case.        «*  For  my  own  part  I  •hould  feel  bound  to  resist 
Then    the    right    hon.    Gentleman    the  |  to  the  uttermo-t  any  duty  on  com  supplied  to 

Member  for  tlie  Sleafoni  Division  some    V^Ll'-^'^Z^r.L::^^^^      "^L^^^^^ 


hope  that  the  Government  will  take  waroins 
in  tiiue  and  will  not  submit  so  fatal  a  proposal 
to  the  House  of  Commons." 

,  The  Government  are  now  supporting  this 
proposal.     The  hon.  Baronet  proceeded — 

"  Representing  as  I  do  a  large  industrial 
constituency,  I  feel  that  I  should  T>e  failmg  m 
my  duty  if  I  did  not,  at  the  earliest  opi»ortun- 
ity,  make  a  firm  although  most  respectful  pro- 
te»t  against  such  a  proposal." 

This  is  the  importent  point  in  the  hon. 
Baronet's  letter — 

"  There  must  be  no  duty,  no  Custom-house 
When  the  nght   hon.  Gentleman  was  i  ^f^^e^^  |,etween  the  com  at  the  porU  of  Liver- 
President     of     the     Local     Government  \  pooi  and  Manchester  and  the  Lancashire  popu- 
Bciard  he  spoke  in  1899  at  an  agricultural    fation." 

dinner  in  the   park   of   the  Postmaster     Commenting  on  this  important  letter  of 
General   in  the  North  of   England.     He  |  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Spectatai'  said- 
referred   to  the  (question  of  a   duty  on 
corn,      and      he      suggested      that     it 
might  l)e   well  to   impose   a   duty  of  a 
shilling  on  com  in  order  to  form  a  fund 


years  ago  dealt  with  this  question  in  a  very 
straightforward  manner  at  a  great  meeting 
of  farmers  at  Lincoln.  He  said  on  that 
occasion — 

**With  regard  to  foreign  competition,  the 
remedy  which  he  knew  perfectly  w«ll  would 
find  favour  in  their  eyes  before  all  others  wa** 
Protection.  On  that  point  he  would  add 
nothing  to  what  he  bacl  said  in  London,  but 
they  must  not  suppose  for  a  moment  he  was 
in  any  degree  hostile  to  protection.  On  the 
contrary,  aU  his  sympathies  were  very  niuch 
with  them,  and  very  much  in  that  direction.'* 


for  old  age  pensions.  That  suggestion 
very  much  alarmed  many  hon.  Members 
on  both   sides  of    the   House ;    because 


**  No  better  confirmation  could  be  found  for 
the  anxiety  we  have  expressed  elsewhere  in 
regard  to  Mr.  ChaplmV  reckless  and  unfor- 
tunate scheme  for  a  renewal  of  the  Com  Laws, 
and  we  most  Hincerely  hoi>e  that  the  next 
member  of  the  Cabinet  who  ►peaks  in  public 
will  reassure  UnioniMt  opinion  by  reimdiatuig 
all  idea  of  a  tox  on  corn,  however  small.' 
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I  ask  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  is  there  anyone  who  will  differ 
from  that  declaration  that  there  must  be 
no  Customs  oflBcer  and  no  duty  between 
our  constituents  and  the  ports  of  this 
country  through  which  com  enters.  I 
will  not  venture  further  to  trespass  on  the 


the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his> 
Budget  Speech,  that  in  imposing  indirect 
taxation  it  was  his  duty  to  put  the  tax 
on  as  few  articles  as  possible,to  tax  nothing 
which  did  not  'yield  an  amount  of  money 
worth  collecting,  and  above  all  to  di8turl> 
thetrade  of  the  country  as  little  as  possible. 


time  of  the  House.  I  will  only  again  say,  I  think  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to- 
as  a  Free  Trader,  I  most  strongly  !  find  any  tax  which  would  better  fulfil 
oppose  this  tax,  which  undoubtedly  in  ^  these  conditions  than  the  tax  we  are  now 
its  incidence,  as  the  hon.  Baronet  the  discussing.  Everyone  admits  it  is  con- 
Member  for  Wigan  pointed  out,  must  fall    venient.     The  hon.  and  learned  Member 


on  the  working  classes.  I  also  oppose  it 
as  a  farmer,  knowing  from  practical 
knowledge  that  our  remedy  for  agricul- 


for  South  Shields  admitted  its  convenience 
so  fully  that  he  referred  to  that  as  an  argu- 
ment against  the  tax,  because  it  was  so  very 


tural  depression  is  not  Protection  in  convenient  that  it  would  be  a  temptatioa 
these  days  but  dairy  farming,  stock  I  to  future  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer, 
breeding  and  grazing,  and  the  production  ]  What  is  the  inference  ?  That,  in  the 
of  milk,  which  at  the  present  moment  is  opinion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  G^ntlo- 
the  one  article  we  can  produce  without  man,  the  proper  indirect  taxation  is  taxa- 
having  to  meet  competition  from  abroad,  tion  that  is  not  convenient  and  which 
But  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer !  therefore  presents  no  such  temptation, 
really  intends  to  c^rry  this  duty,  we  are  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  struggle  be- 
to  be  further  handicapped  by  having  this  tween  Free  Trade  and  Protection  may 
heavy  tax  of  Ss.  4d.  a  ton  put  on  feeding  come  again  in  this  country,  though  I 
stuffs.  I  venture  to  prote3t  on  behalf  of  hope  it  will  not,  but  it  certainly  will  not 
my  fellow  agriculturists  against  this  tax,  come  under  the  old  conditions.  I  re- 
as  one  that  will  seriously  cripple  our  member  two  years  ago,  when  American 
most  paying  industry,  milk  selling,  pig  iron  was  first  introduced  into  this 
and  which  up  to  now  has  had  no  country,  the  leaders  of  one  of  the  trades 
competition  from  abroad.  unions  approached  the  ironmasters  with  a 

,  view  to  trying  to  boycott  that  import. 
*(5.13.)  Mr.  a.  B.  law  (Glasgow,  That  is  the  direction  from  which  the  cry 
Blackfriars) :  As  my  hon.  friend  and  of  Protection  will  come,  if  it  ever  comes 
colleague  one  of  the  Members  for  Glas- 1  again.  It  will  come  from  the  working 
gow  spoke  yesterday  against  this  tax,  I  am  man  when  he  sees  his  employment  dis- 
very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  saying  appearing  and  the  articles  he  himself 
a  few  words  in  its  favour.  Hon.  Members  makes  made  in  other  countries  and  sold 
who  have  sjioken  against  this  tax  have  at  his  own  door  at  a  lower  price.  It  is 
tried  to  pei-suade  themselves  that  this  obvious  that  the  tax  on  corn  will  present 
Budget  provokes  the  old  controversy  no  temptation  to  those  who  desire  that 
between  Free  Trade  and  Protection.  Of  kind  of  Protection.  The  interest  of  the 
course  there  are  people  in  this  country  '  working  man  will  still  be  to  get  his  bread 
with  whom  the  principles  of  Free  Trade  as  cheaply  as  he  can,  and  it  will  be  from 
have  assumed  all  the  sanctity  of  a  re-  other  directions  that  the  temptation  will 
ligion,    and    as    happens   with   all    reli-    come. 

gions  there  has  grown  up  around  Free  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on 
Trade  a  bundle  of  superstitions  not  the  question  as  to  the  incidence  of  this 
less  tenaciously  held  than  the  central  tax.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
doctrines  themselves.  Among  the  super-  South  Shields  —  I  refer  to  his  argu- 
stitions  associated  with  Free  Trade  is  the  ments,  because  they  were  the  clearest  I 
idea  that  it  is  wrong,  indeed  almost  heard  from  hon.  Members  opposite — 
sacrilegious,  to  tax  particular  commodities,  pointed  out  that  as  this  duty  was  a  fixed 
But,  surely,  if  it  is  admitted  that  indirect  charge,  consequently  it  meant  a  permanent 
taxationisnecessary  andthataparticidar,^^j^.^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  production  of 
tax  18  not  in  its  effect  Protective,  then  '   ,         ^.  ,       rm.  ^  .  v   •  *l  * 

the  wisdom  or  unwisdom  of  that  tax  is  I  ^^«  ^^^^^^^  ^hat  is  as  obvious  as  that 
not  a  question  of  principle  but  a  matter  two  and  two  make  four.  But  does  the 
of  expediency.  I  think  everyone  will  Hon.  and  learned  Member  think  that 
agree  with   the  principle   laid  down   by    l>ecause  he  has  proved  that,  he  has  proved 

Sir  Edward  Sirachey. 
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also  that  that  additional  cost  of  produc- 


tion must  add  to  the  selling  price  of  the   possible    point    of    view.     Suppose    the 


Let  me  look    at   it  from    the    worst 


article.     Such  an  idea  is  contrary  to  the 


whole    of    this    tax    falls    on    the   con- 


experience  of  everyone  who  has  dealt  in  sumer,  it  will  only  amount  to  a  quarter 
commodities  which  fluctuate.  Take  coal,  I  of  a  farthing  per  2lb.  loaf.  Will 
which  was  discussed  at  great  length  in  '  anyone  say  that  that  is  an  unfair  tax, 
this  House  last  year.  Will  anyone  say  I  seeing  that  indirect  taxation  is  necessary, 
that  the  cost  of  production  is  the  ruling  I  to  lay  upon  the  people  of  this  country  ? 
factor  in  regulating  the  selling  price  of    I     know      that     the     hon.     Gentleman 


coal  t     If  so,   how  will   it   be   explained 
why  two  years  ago  the  coal  masters  got 


who     has     just     sat     down     says     that 
a  halfpenny,  and  perhaps  a  penny,  will  be 


profits  to  the  extent  of  shillings,  when  '  charged,  as  our  coins  are  not  small 
they  only  get  profits  to  the  extent  of  j  enough.  But  I  prefer  again  to  take  the 
pence  as  a  rule  1  A  coal  owner  does  not  i  argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
aay,  "  Coal  costs  me  so  much,  and  I  can  ber  for  South  Shields.  He  said  that  as 
sell  at  such  and  such  a  price,  and  make  there  were  no  small  coins  a  halfpenny 
«uch  and  such  a  profit."  No,  he  says,  would  at  least  be  added  to  the  sePing 
«*  People  want  coal,  there  is  a  demand  for  price  of  the  loaf.  That  is  the  same  hon. 
it ;  what  is  the  highest  price  I  can  force  and  learned  Gentleman  who,  in  talking 
people  to  pay  for  it  1 "  Take  another  illus-  about  the  cost  of  production  says  that 
tration.  Suppose  the  United  States  had  t^ese  things  are  governed  by  natural 
put  an  export  duty  on  corn  to  the  same  i^ws  which  are  as  inevitable  as  the  law 
extent  as  this  tax,  would  the  consumer  m  ^f  gravitation.  What  about  natural 
this  country  pay  for  that  ?  Hon  Mem-  j^^  ^^^  ^  y>o  thev  onlv  apply  when 
bers  opposite  last  year  proved  to  their  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  irgura'ents  of  hon. 
own  satis  action  that  the  duty  on  coal  Gentlemen  opposite  1  Do  they  cease  to 
would   fall   on   the    exporter    and   they    ^  when   they   tell    against    these 

<^notsay  one  thing  in  regard  to  coal,  and  ^^ments  ?  Perhaps  he  thinks  that  a 
an  entirelydifferent  thing  in  regard  tocorn.  ^  .  above  these  laws  •  that  h«  U 
It  is  obvious  that  the  price  is  regulated  ^^^%  .k  ,  f  ^^^s  that  he  is 
by  supplv  and  demandfand  the  cost  of .  ^"^^^^«  ^^^.  ^^^  ^K^'^'u^'"'''.  P*^ 
production  has  only  this  indirect  effect  in  ^^./^  opmion  which  has  been  held  at 
ihe  price  :  if  the  price  is  very  profitable,  d'ff^^^ent  periods  in  the  history  of  the 
the  supply  increases,  if  it  is  unprofitable  ^"^^^  }^  ^f  >^*^  ^\  ^^«  ^^^^  of  the 
the  supply  diminishes.  I  would  ask  the  J  re nch  Revolution,  and  to  some  purpose. 
House  to  applv  that  to  the  subject  we  are  ^^r  m  Paris  they  strung  up  a  baker  about 
discussing.  This  tax  can  only  add  to  the  ^^ery  second  day  in  order  to  lower  the 
selling  price  of  grain  in  this  country  if'  P^ice  of  bread.  The  hon.  Member  said 
the  supply  is  less  than  it  would  be  if  it ,  the  additional  charge  is  half  a  farthing, 
were  not  imposed,  and  it  can  only  add  to  but  the  baker  will  charge  a  halfpenny, 
the  selling  price   to   the   extent   of   the  i 

supply  being  diminished  on  account  of  j  Mr.  ROBSON  (South  Shields) :  The 
this  tax.  Can  anyone  contend  that  3d.  hon.  Gentleman  misunderstood  what  I 
per  cwt.  will  cause  land  in  America  or  gaid.  I  said  one  thing  must  happen— 
elsewhere  to  go  out  of  cultivation  either  the  added  price  must  be  in  the 
or  any  part  of  the  grain  which  would  j  f^rm  of  a  known  coin  of  the  realm,  or  the 
ordmanly  come  to  this  country  to  j^^j  ^^^^  ^e  diminished  in  size ;  and  the 
go  to  other  markets  which  are  taxed  ^jj^d  price  would  depend,  not  only  upon 
much  more  heavily  than  ours  1  I  -  ^^e  amount  of  the  tox,  but  also"^  ujon 
do  not  want  to  try  to  prove  too  much  ^^^  ^^^^  -^^^  ^„^  .^^  ^^  j^  ^^ 
I  do   not  want  to  prove  that  the  cost  o  ,  -^  ^^^^  ^^  ^    ^^^         ^  ^ 

production   will  never  affect  the  pnce  of ,  j ^_     ^     r  u    •  j  i     /i 

an  article ;  but  I  think  I  can  say  this  at   J^^rangement  of  business  caused  by  the 

all  events,  that  no  one  who  is  not  blinded 

by  party  prejudice,  or  who  looks  at  this  .j^    ^  ^  ^AW:    I  do  not  think  I 

matter  unparUaUy    wiU  contend    for  a  misunderstood  the  hon.  Gentleman.    My 

moment  that  the  whole  of  this  additional  recollection    is  that  he  said  the   baker 

tax  will  fall  on  the  consumer  and  none  of  would  charge  a  halfpenny  profit.    Other 

it  on  the  producer.  Qentlemen  opposite    made  exactly  the 
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same  statement,  and  I  am  quite 
willing  to  meet  it  This  means  an 
additional  profit  on  what  bakers  are 
making  now  of  fully  twenty  per  cent. 
If  that  were  possible,  should  not  we  all 
become  bakers  ?  Why,  Sir,  whatever  else 
is  possible,  this  at  least  is  certain — that 
the  additional  cost  to  the  loaf  will  not 
on  the  average  exceed  the  additional  cost 
which  the  baker  has  to  pay  for  it.  I 
notice  there  was  a  good  deal  of  enthusi- 
asm among  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
They  imagine  they  are  going  to  raise 
the  country  to  the  old  agitation. 
They  are  going,  perhaps,  to  send  out 
pictures  of  the  big  loaf  and  the  little  loaf. 
If  that  is  their  idea,  I  would  say  to  them 
that  they  are  like  what  was  said  of  the 
Stuarts  :  they  have  learned  nothing 
and  have  forgotten  nothing.  Times  have 
changed — such  an  agitation  would  be 
an  artificial  agitation ;  it  would  d  ceive 
nobody,  it  would  excite  nobody. 

(5.26.)  Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wol- 
verhampton,  E.) :  T  have  listened  with 
great  pleasure  to  the  exceedingly 
eloquent  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  ;  but,  if  he 
will  allow  me  to  say  so,  I  think  he 
stated  rather  apologetically  there  was 
a  danger  of  his  proving  too  much,  and 
I  think  he  fell  into  that  danger  before  he 
called  our  attention  to  it.  He  was 
running  on  two  parallel  lines,  which 
could  never,  I  think,  cross  one  another, 
in  reference  to  the  cost  of  manufacturing 
an  article.  The  cost  of  its  production, 
I  venture  to  submit,  must  consist  of  the 
cost  of  the  raw  material,  of  the  cost  of 
the  labour  employed,  and  of  the  interest 
upon  the  capital  necessary  for  the  carry- 
ing out  of  that  industry.  These  are 
fixed,  invariable  laws  from  which  there 
can  be  no  departure.  This  cost  will  vary 
from  time  to  time  according  to  the  vary- 
ing conditions  of  the  market.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  is  perfectly  right  in  saying 
that  the  ultimate  sale  or  non-sale  of  that 
article  will  depend  upon  the  supply  and 
demand  :  if  there  is  an  excess  of  supply 
over  demand,  the  price  will  fall ;  but  if  the 
demand  is  larger  than  the  supply,  the 
price  will  rise.  But  these  are  two  totally 
distinct  considerations  which  do  not  cross 
one  another  at  all  with  reference  to  a 
question  of  this  description.  What  we 
have  to  consider  in  this  case  is  his  allega- 
tion that  this  tax  does  not  fall  upon  the  con- 
sumer, and  that  it  will  not  really  affect  the 

Mr.  A.  B,  Law, 


price  of  the  article.  I  must  make  one 
other  remark  to  the  hon.  Gentlemaiu 
He  said  we  were  attempting  to  revive 
the  great  controversies  of  bygone  years, 
and  that  if  the  arguments  which  were 
so  powerful  in  the  mouths  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  Mr.  Cobden,  and  Mr.  Gladstone, 
and  of  their  great  confreres,  were  brought 
up  today,  tney  would  meet  with  no 
resDonse.  Well,  I  venture  to  tell  him 
that  the  arguments  he  has  used  in  the 
House  of  Gonunons  this  evening  were 
used  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
year  1846.  They  are  precisely  the  same 
arguments  Mr.  Cobden  and  Sir  Robert 
Peel  were  met  with  in  those  days;  and 
I  think  the  verdict  the  country  gave 
then,  and  from  which  the  country  has 
never  flinched  since  then — the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  bases  his  proposals 
on  the  contention  that  they  are  not  a 
departure  from  that  verdict — I  think  the 
same  verdict  would  be  given  a^ain  if  it 
were  called  for  in  the  same  conditions. 

Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  speeches  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
framing  this  tax.  I  notice  that,  both 
last  night  and  the  night  before,  he 
appealed  on  these  proposals  to  the  two 
great  authorities — Sir  Robert  Peel  and 
Mr.  Gladstone.  He  was  walking  in 
their  steps,  preaching  their  doctrine ;  and 
he  said  whatever  fallacy  was  to  be  found 
in  his  argument  was  to  be  found  in 
theirs.  Now,  I  should  like  to  challenge 
that  statement  at  once,  and  I  shoiud 
like  the  House  to  consider  the  true 
position  which  Sir  Robert  Peel  and 
Mr.  Gladstone  took  on  this  occasion. 
When  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  dealing  with 
his  great  measure  in  1846  it  was  not 
a  question  of  revenue — it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  Protection.  Under  the  Protective 
system  which  then  prevailed  the  object 
was  not  to  get  revenue.  An  exceed- 
ingly small  amount  was  received  from 
the  corn  duty  during  Sir  Robert  PeeFs 
lifetime.  The  object  was  to  keep  corn 
out  of  the  country. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.R):  No,  no;  to  equalise  the  price. 

Sir  henry  FOWLER :  Yes,  up  to  a 
certain  figure — to  ensure  that  it  diould 
not  go  below  a  certain  figure.  Now, 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  it  is  perfectly  true, 
put  on  for  the  purposes  of  registration 
Is.  a  quarter  on  wheat,  and  at  that 
time  the  nation  was  much  more  anxious 
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to  get  rid  of  Protective  duties  than  to  |  alluded  as  the  contribution  to  the  Crimean 
obtain  revenue.  My  own  opinion  is  war.  In  1855  Mr.  Gladstone  went 
that  Sir  Robert  Peel  regarded  it  entirely  out  of  office,  and  he  did  not  return  until 
as  a  registration  duty  and  nothing  else,  1859,  when  he  had  aga'n  to  under- 
and,  having  regard  to  ascertaining  what  take  the  completion  of  this  great 
foreign  corn  would  come  in  and  what ,  financial  policy.  In  1864  this  question  was 
would  not,  he  placed  a  registration  duty  raised  in  the  House  for  the  first  time 
on  com.  Whenthe  three  years  had  elapsed,  ,  and  for  the  dstinct  purpose  of  altering 
during  which  he  had  reduced  and  finally  this  duty,  and  Mr  Gladstone  ^very 
aboUshed  the  com  laws,  the  duty  of  Is.  promptly  and  clearly  dealt  with  this 
was  to  come  into  force.  The  imports  (question,  and  left  on  permanent  record 
of  wheat  and  flour  that  were  brought    what  his  view  was.     He  said — 

into    this    country   then    amounted    to  <' The  ooceptance  of  the  proposal  to  re-model 

35,000,000  cwt.     The  imports  of  wheat  the    dutiee    would    appear    as    if    we    were 

and  flour  for  1900.   which  was  the  last  »l^l»lfrately  setting  about  the  oonatruction  of  a 

0          i_  •  1            i_               T>  *.           r  retfular  system  of  com  duties. 

year  for  which  we  have  a  Return  from      *.        "^ 

the     Board     of    Trade,     amounted     to  i  This  was  on  a  reduction  of  3d.  to  2d.  on 

189,636,000  cwt.    In  dealing  with  this  '  a  certain  class  of  wheat.    This  was  Mr. 

matter,  the  question  to  be  asked  with    Gladstone  s  reason  for  refusing  to  accept 

regard  to   Sir    Robert    Peel    is  this—    the  proposal.    He  said— 

What        would        Sir        Robert        Peel  '      **  I  ahould  be  reluctant  to  see  Parliament 

have      done     if     he      had      conceived  '  «>™mitt<jd  to  any  phui  which  might  appear  to 

,,  •! -i*^       xi    ^     ^v        ^'  11    assume  that  a  duty  of  this  kmd  on  com  (not  a 

the     possibility     that     the     time    would    very  heavy  impost,  but  stiU  something  more 

arrive  in   this  country  when  proposal^  i  than  a  nominal  one,  which  in  principle  it  would 


would   be  made  in  this  House  to  put 


be  difficult  to  defend)  should  be  regarded  as  a 


between   £2,000,000    and    £3,000,000  ?  r^     . 

That  he  would  never  have  regarded  Now,  to  say  that  Mr.  Gladstone  aanc- 
with  anvthing  but  the  strongest  dis- 1  ^»oned  such  a  proposal  is  obviously 
like.  That  is  a  speculation  with  regard  ;  incorrect.  [The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
to  Sir  Robert  Peel ;  but  with  regard  to  chequer  dissented.]  That  was  in  1864. 
Mr.  Gladstone's  attitude,  that  is  very  1 1^  ^^^^  Mr.  Gladstone  left  office,  and 
clear.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  did  not  return  until  1868  when,  for  the 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  remained  in  office  i  ^"^  ^»nie,  he  was  Prime  Minister,  and 
for  many  years,  and  was  always  a  great  i  ^r.  Lowe  was  his  Chancellor  of  the 
Free  Trader,  and  did  nothing  to  remove    Exchequer.      In    the    very    first    year 

of  his  Premiership  Mr.  Lowe  brought 
in  his  Budget  and  removed  this  tax.  It 
would    be     impertinent     to     lift     the 


this  tax.  Let  us  go  into  the  figures. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  was  in  office  in  1849. 
Mr.  Gladstone  was  not  in  office  until  1853, 


when  he  came  in  as  Chancellor  of  the    ^eil    which     shrouds    the     proceedings 

of  the  present  Cabinet.  We  do  not 
know  who  is  responsible  for  some 
of  the  steps  which  are  taken  and  upon 


Elxchequer.     He  then  produced  his  cele- 
brated Budget,  with  its  great  fiscal  changes, 

which  altered  the  whole  svstem  of  tax  a- .     ,    ,  1,1  1        - 

tion  with  regard  to  imports -the  greatest    w*^'ch  ^look  with  wonder  and  amaze- 
Budget,  in  my  opinion,  that  was  ever  ]  ™®"^-     We  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 


brought  into  this  House ;  and  this  duty 
was  too  trifling  to  take  any  notice  of. 


Budget  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
or  the  Budget  of  the  Cabinet.     But  those 


What  was  £500,000  a  year  to  Mr.  GUd-   «^, "«  ^''^  ^^  ^^^    ^?^°^\  «^    Y^^ 


Stone  in  the  great  changes  he  was  mak- 
ing n  the  financial  policy  of  thi^  country  ] 
He  was  imposing  fresh  taxes  on  the 
country  in  order  to  free  the  springs  of 


colleagues  with  Mr,  Gladstone  know 
that  no  Chancellor  of  the  Excheijuer 
under  him  ever  submitted  any  finan- 
cial proposals  to  the  House  of  Commons 


y^uxx.y  .u  u  uci  .u  ix,^  .uc  opx.ugn  ut    ^^^^  j^^j  ^^^  ^^  j^jj  approval,  and  we 
industry  in  other  directions.      But  soon  ,  ^^^,  ^  ,  ^  .,  ^  ^^^,   ,  f/ A^mr^n^ir^i\^r. 


after  he  came  into  office,  he,  like  the  Chan- 


may  take  it  as  proved  to  demonstration 
that  that  was  Mr.  Gladstone's  Budget  and 


cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  faced  with  ^^^  ^^^  r^^  ^^  ^£  yj^  Lo^^^  and  that  in 
a  war.  This  tax  had  fallen  then  to :  ^.^^j-y  it  was  Mr.  Gladstone  who 
£300,000,  and  that  was  the  sum  to '  removed  the  shilling  duty  on  corn, 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    though  Mr.  Lowe  has  been  held  up  to  us- 
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.as  rather  a  sort  of  financial  pedant  for  so 
doing.  Let  me  read  what  Mr.  Lowe  said 
when  he  asked  the  House  to  abolish  the 
tax,  and  what  were  the  grounds  on 
which  Parliament  accepted  it  in  1869, 
and  adopted  it  as  our  uniform 
policy  from  that  year  down  to  1902. 
Mr.  Lowe  said  it  was  clearly  the 
intention  of  its  founder  that  this  tax 
should  operate  only  as  a  register,  but 
that  it  had  really  ceased  to  do  so  and 
had  now  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  source 
of  revenue.  The  amount  received  from 
it  at  that  time  was  X800,000  or 
£900,000. 

"And  what  sortpf  a  source  of  revenue  is  it  ? 
It  is  impossible  to  imagine  any  tax  which 
combines  more  of  the  qualities  which  make  a 
tax  odious— that  is,  it  is  a  duty  on  an  article 
that  is  produced  in  England  with  no  counter- 
vailing Excise  duty  upon  it ;  it  is,  therefore, 
effectual  as  a  Protective  duty — that  i4  to  say, 
it  not  merely  raises  the  price  of  the  portion 
of  the  article  that  pays  it,  but  also  raises  the 
price  of  the  portion  of  the  article  that  does  not 
pay  it.  It  therefore  inflicts  on  the  subject  a 
Durden  ^  much  more  considerable  than  the 
benefit  it  confers  on  the  Revenue.  If  we  want 
to  get  at  the  real  evils  of  the  tax,  let  us 
imagine  ourselves  applying  to  it  the  same  rules 
tliat  we  apply  to  all  other  Protective  taxes 
and  put  a  counter\'ailing  Excise  duty  on  the 
homegrown  artiole.  Just  fancv  the  Excise 
man  let  loose  upon  the  barns  and  the  stores  of 
the  farmer  and  the  corn-dealer,  collecting  a  tax 
of  3d.  per  cwt.  on  their  com  all  over  the 
country." 

That,  of  course,  is  Mr.  Lowe's  opinion  ; 
he  was  a  very  great  authority  on  these 
matters,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  House 
for  its  consideration.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  said  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence that  there  was  any  reduction  in 
price  by  the  abolition  of  the  tax —  that 
bread  was  no  cheaper,  and  that  wheat 
was  no  cheaper  ;  but  I  venture  to  sub- 
mit for  his  consideration  that  that  is  no 
proof  that  the  price  would  not  be  raised 
if  the  tax  was  re-imposed.  To  take  off  a 
tax  is  one  thing ;  to  put  it  on  again  is 
another,  and  a  very  different,  process.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  process  is  often 
gradual,  before  the  price  of  an  article 
falls,  and  some  time  necessarily  elapses  : 
but  the  moment  a  tax  is  imposed,  say,  in 
addition  to  the  tax  on  tea,  within 
twenty-four  hours  the  price  is  raised  in 
respect  of  the  article  upon  which  the  tax 
is  to  be  levied. 


paid  1  Now,  9om«^body  is  going  to  pay  it. 
It  is  not  going  to  drop  from  the  clouds, 
and  it  is  not  going  to  grow  up  from  the 
earth.  In  one  shape  or  another,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expects  to 
get  2,600,000  additional  sovereigns  into 
the  Bank  of  England.  Who  is  going  to 
pay,  theni  [An  Hon.  Member:  The 
foreigner.]  The  foreigner  1  I  remember 
once  asking  in  the  House,  who  pa}^  the 
additional  tax  upon  tea,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Central  Sheffield  immediately 
answered  me  and  said  the  exporters  would 
pay  it — it  would  be  paid  by  the  Chinese 
exporter. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield. 
Central) :  No,  no.  My  right  hon.  friend's 
memory  deceives  him.  I  said  that  in  the 
case  of  tea,  the  consumer  paid,  because 
we  produce  no  tea  whatever  in  this 
country. 


That  brings  me  now  to  the  question 
which  has  been  raised  and  argued 
with  so  much  ability  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite— By  whom  is  the  duty  I  pay  for  the  interest 

Sir  Henry  Fowler. 


Sir  HENRY  FOWLER :  I  am  delighted 
to  hear  that  the  hon.  Member  holds  that 
opinion  now ;  but  I  remember  very  well 
that  I  asked  him  whether,  if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  put  6d.  on  tea 
in  his  Budget,  the  price  of  tea  would  not 
have  been  raised  6d.  in  every  grocer's 
shop  the  following  morning.  Possibly 
that  illustration  made  some  impression 
upon  him. 

The  price  of  wheat  and  the  price  of 
flour,  after  all,  is  the  market  price  of  the 
world-  There  is  practically  for  all 
purposes  but  one  com  market  in  the 
world.  You  will  get  neither  more  nor 
less  for  your  wheat  here,  in  New  York, 
or  San  Francisco,  than  the  price  of  wheat 
in  the  market  of  the  world  at  the  day  ; 
and  the  wholesale  importer  who  buys 
wheat  at  the  market  price,  subject  to 
a  duty,  has,  before  he  sells  it  either  to 
the  merchant  or  retailer — I  quote  the 
words  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
last  year  in  dealing  with  the  sugar  duty — 

"  He  has  to  pay  for  the  Customs  handling, 
for  the  expense  of  agency,  for  the  interest  on 
the  dnty,  and  any  other  charges  which  he  may 
have  to  bear." 

Those  must  all   be  added  to  the  duty. 

« 

There  must  be  an  addition  to  capital 
Of  course,  com  and  flour  are  imported 
in  enormous  quantities  by  merchants 
with  very  large  establishments,  and  very 
large  sums  are  paid.  At  all  events, 
somebody   will  have  to  find  money  to 

on    this    sum    of 


973 


Ways  and  Meam^  {22  April  1902} 


Report, 


974 


£2,630,000  which  is  to  be  extracted  from 
the  article.     In  the  case  of  wheat  and 
flour  this  operation  will  be  repeated  more 
than  once.      The  original  importer  will 
have  to  be  recompensed  for  this  burden ; 
the    large    merchant  to  whom  he   sells 
will  ako  have   to  be   re-imbursed,   and 
so  on  ;  and  we  know  that  when  it  is  a 
case  of  re-imbursing,  there  is  a  tendency 
to   put  on  a   little  additional   profit   to 
cover  the  loss  and  the  risk  they   have 
to  incur.     Then,  when  you  come  to  the 
baker,  the  same  process  will  be  repeated. 
To  attempt  to  measure  the  burden  on 
wheat  or   flour  by   the   figures  we  are 
going  to  vote  for  tonight  in  this  Resolu- 
tion,  is  a  fallacy.     You   must  add  the 
cost  of  manipulating,  the  cost  of  advancing 
money,  and  the  cost  of  additional  risk  in 
respect  of  bad  debts.     I  think  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Somerset- 
shire,  and   the   hon.  Member  for  South 
Shields,  put  the  case  very  fairly — I  think 
very  much  under  the  mark — when  they 
merit i  ned  the  figure  which  they  did.     An 
hou.  Member  said  with  great  truth  that 
you    could    not    make    an    addition    to 
the  price  less  than  that  of  the  current 
coin     of    the    realm.      The    diflerence 
may  be  an  eighth  of  a  penny  or  a  fourth 
of  a  penny,  but  the  trade  of  this  country 
will,  in  dealing  with  the  retail  article, 
recognise  the  halfpenny  as  the  smallest 
coin.    [**  A  farthing."]    No,  I  say  a  half- 
penny.   It  is  a  question  of  opinion,  but 
I  think  if  any  addition  is  made  to  the 
price  of  the  quartern  loaf  it  will  be  an 
addition  of  &  halfpenny,  and  I  think  a 
halfpenny  will  be  requisite  in  this  case 
to  cover  all  the  cost.     It  is  easy  to  smile 
a  t  halfpennies  and  farthings.     The  wages 
of   this  country  are  paid   in   shillings. 
The    coins    wluch    are    perhaps    most 
familiar  to  Members  of  this  House  are 
unknown    to    the    vast    mass    of    the 
population,  so  far  as  their  practical  use 
is  concerned      When  you   levy  a  tax 
upon    bread,    although    it    may   be  in 
farthings,  still  it  is,  as  Mr.  Gladstone  put 
it,   upon  the  greatest  article  of    human 
subsistence,   and  if  people   are   mainly 
eating    bread,    that    tax    will    amount 
to  a  very  serious  sum  to  them,  although 
it  may  seem  a  very  small  sum  to  us.    I 
cordially  endorse  what  has  been  already 
said— that  this  is  a  tax  upon  the  poorest 
of  the  poor,  and  that  they  will  have  to 
pay  it. 
VOL.  CVI.        [Fourth  Sbriks.] 


I  have  another  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
It  has   been  argued  that,   although  it 
may    be  a   violation  in  theory  of  the 
principle  of  Free  Trade,  it  is  not  so  in 
practice.      What    is  Free  Trade  *?       It 
certainly  is  not  fair  trade.     There  is  an 
opinion  abroad  that  it  is  a  violation  of 
Free  Trade  to  impose  any  duty  on  an 
imported  articla      Nothing  of  the  sort. 
The  question  of  Free  Trade  does  not  arise 
on  imposing  Customs  duties.    You  may 
have  a  system  of  absolute  Free  Trade,  so 
far  as  the  principles  of  Free  Trade  are 
concerned,  and  every  variety  of  Cubtoms 
duty.    No  doubt  it  is  embarrassing  to 
business;  it  is  adding  to  the  cost,  and 
trouble,   and   delay   of    business   trans- 
actions;   but  it  in  no  way  afiects  the 
principle  of  Free  Trade.    The  principle  of 
Free  Trade  is  that  where  a  tax  is  levied 
on    the   import  of  any  article  from   a 
foreign    source,  and    the  same    article 
is    made   in   this    country,  you   should 
levy  an  excise  duty   of  equal   amount 
upon  the  home-made  article.     If  you  do 
not  do  so,  that  is  a  violation  of  Free 
Trade.     I  suppose   it    is    a    very  small 
matter  to  steal  a   shilling,  and  a  large 
matter  to  steal  a  hundred  pounds.     But 
the  principle  is  the  same.     If  you  violate 
Free  Trade  to  the  extent  of  one  or  two 
shilling,  it  is  a  violation  of  the  principle, 
notwithstanding  the   figure.     The    price 
is  raised  all   round.      It    really    comes 
to    this — that    you    are    calling     upon 
the  consumer  to  pay  upon  all  com  and 
flour,  whether  it  be  foreign  com  directly 
taxed,   or  home-grown   com  indirectly 
protected,  but  the  Exchequer  will  only 
receive   the  amount  paid  on  the  com  im- 
ported.    The  home-grown  corn  will  not 
pay,   and   the  foreign-grown    com    will 
pay  the  duty,  and  that  is  to  all  purposes 
a  Protective  duty. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  The  home- 
grown com  will  pay  rates  and  taxes. 

Sir  henry  FOWLER :  The  proprie- 
tor of  home-grown  com  may  have  to  pay  a 
variety  of  other  disbursements  which  the 
foreign  producer  does  not  pay,  but  that 
is  not  the  question.  The  question  is  the 
price  to  the  consumer.  That  is  the 
essence  of  this  Protective  legislation. 
Protective  legislation  is  the  taxation  of 
all  consumers  for  the  benefit  of  a  class. 
You  have  the  burdens  of  a  tax  levied  on 
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the  whole  of  the  community,  and  only 
a  very  small  portion  of  it  finds  its  way 
into  the  hands  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Does  anybody  think  that  it  will  stop 
with  this  proposal  1  Does  the  hon. 
Member  for  Central  Sheffield  think  this 
is  the  end  of  his  "  well  done  "  1 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  :  Certainly, 
Sir. 

Sir  henry  FOWLER :  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Sleaford 
look  upon  this  as  the  final  step  in  the 
controversy  between  Protection  and  Free 
Trade  1  I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Thanet  looks  upon 
this  as  a  very  small  step  taken  in  the 
heavenward  direction.  No,  Sir,  you  can- 
not scop  here.  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  has 
said  that  the  policy  of  England  is  Pro- 
tection if  this  Budget  passes.  I  cdmit 
that  this  tax  is  a  small  matter,  relatively 
speaking,  although  three  millions  is  a 
large  sum  to  raise ;  but  it  is  Protection 
begun,  and  the  appetite  once  gratified  will 
very  soon  want  more.  A  shilling  duty  will 
very  soon  become  an  additional  number  of 
shillings,  and,  as  my  friend  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Somersetshire  pointed  out, 
why  not  extend  it  to  ham,  cheese  and 
other  articles  of  food  ?  It  is  very  eaay 
to  collect,  as  the  hon.  Member  said 
just  now  as  a  defence  of  his  tax.  Put 
a  tax  upon  the  general  food  of  the 
British  people,  and  what  an  enormous 
revenue  you  will  receive !  But  I  venture 
to  doubt  whether  that  is  within  the 
power  of  even  a  Parliamentary  majority 
of  130.  There  are  limits  to  the 
powers  of  the  strongest  majority,  and  I 
think  that  will  not  ])e  seen  in  the  present 
Parliament. 

My  third  and  last  objection  is  this. 
The  proposal  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  a  violation  of  the  principle 
that  taxes  ought  not  to  be  levied  on  the 
necessities  of  life.  I  am  not  quarrelling 
just  now  with  the  principle  of  indirect 
taxation.  I  think  we  shall  have  to  have 
recourse  to  it  again,  and  we  have  a  good 
deal  of  it  at  the  present  time.  But  I  say 
that  the  sound  principle  which  we  have 
maintained  for  many  years  is  not  to  tax 
the  absolute  necessities  of  life.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  in  his 
speech  that  when  it  is  essential  to  increase 
the  yield  from  indirect  taxation,  it  is  the 
time  also  when  a  tax  on  com  should  be 

Sir  Henry  Fowler. 


re-imposed.  I  say  when  that  time  has 
arisen — I  do  not  agree  with  him 
that  it  has  arisen — the  essential,  indis- 
pensable food  of  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  taxed  until  every  other 
sort  of  indirect  taxation  has  been 
exhausted.  That  is  a  clear  principle 
which  I  submit  to  the  House.  If  you  are 
going  to  have  indirect  taxation,  the  last 
thing  taxed  must  be  the  food  of  the 
people.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
last  night  took  up  the  point,  and  he 
said  there  was  only  one  alternative — to 
increase  the  sugar  duty.  The  hon.  Mem 
ber  for  one  of  the  Divisions  of  Stirling- 
shire last  night  spoke  very  ably  on  the 
question  of  sugar.  I  am  not  going  to 
argue  that  point  tonight.  I  do  not  urge 
putting  any  additional  tax  upon  sugar, 
but  I  wish  to  urge  that  there  are  two 
alternatives.  I  am  not  going  to  suggest 
a  Budget,  or  a  variety  of  things  whicn  are 
not  taxed  at  present  and  ought  to  be 
taxed.  But  in  reply  to  the  challenge  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  those 
who  oppose  this  tax,  that  there  is  only 
one  alternative,  I  say  there  is  something 
else. 

The  first  thing  I  would  venture 
to  mention  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  tobacco.  The  House  will 
remember  that  in  the  Budget  speech  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  a  very 
thin  piece  of  ice  to  skate  over,  and  he 
skated  over  it  with  very  great  dexterity. 
I  must  ask  the  House  for  a  minute  or 
two  to  recall  to  their  recollection  the 
history  of  our  recent  doings  with  the 
tobacco  duty,  and  a  very  extraordinary 
chapter  it  is  in  our  financial  historj'. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  him- 
self in  1898  stated  the  history  of  the 
Tobacco  duty  down  to  that  time.  He 
said — 

**The  tobacco  duty  *'—(♦. hat  was  in  18©8)- 
**  has  remained  the  same  a«  now,  3s.  2d.  in  the 
lb.  on  unmanufactured  tobacco,  for  a  period  of 
fifty-six  years,  except  during  the  short  interval 
in  which  it  was  attempted  to  raise  it  by  4d.  in 
the  lb.,  an  attempt  which,  I  think,  practical] v 
failed." 

I  do  not  agree  with  him  upon  that 
point,  but  that  is,  of  course,  a  matter  for 
argument.  He  then  proposed  that  it 
should  be  reduced  by  6d.  a  lb.  That  is 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  short 
account  of  the  history  of  the  tobacco 
duty.  But  if  we  go  back  fifty  years — 
that  is,  to  the  time  of  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
and  including  that  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  and 
through  a  long  succession  of  Chancellors 
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of  the  Exchequer — it  was  Ss.  2d.  a  lb.  ; 
and  it  was  so  up  to  the  close  of  Lord 
Beaconsfield's  Aaministration,  until  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote  in  1877  for  war    pre- 

ntions  increased  the  tax  by  4d. 
i3iaained  at  that  figure  for  ten  years, 
from  1877  to  1888,  when  Mr.  Goschen 
took  off  the  4d.,  and  the  tax  went  back 
to  the  figure  of  Ss.  2d.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  1 898  reduced  the  tax 
by  6d.,  making  it  2s.  8d.  It  is  not  ancient 
history  yet,  but  I  think  the  jud^ent  of 
the  country,  of  the  trade,  and  of  the 
public,  was  that  that  was  a  mistake  ; 
because  the  money  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  I  believe,  intended  to 
go  into  the  pocket  of  the  consumer  of 
tobacco  went  entirely  into  the  pockets 
of  the  manufacturers  and  retailers. 
When  the  war  broke  out  in  1900  the 
right  hori.  Gentleman  did  not  do  what 
everyone  expected  he  would  do.  He  did 
not  restore  the  6d.,  but  only  put 
on  4d.,  making  the  duty  3s.,  and  thus 
the  House  will  see  that  at  this 
moment  tobacco  is  paying  no  war  tax 
at  all,  but  2d.  less  than  it  was  in  the  days 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  Mr.  Gladstone. 
Therefore  I  think  I  may  say  that  a 
tolmcco  tax  is  at  all  events  preferable  to 
a  bread  tax.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said  that  it  was  not  a  growing 
trade  or  a  growing  revenue.  He  gave 
us  no  arguments  or  figures  or  opinions  of 
experts  to  l>ear  out  that  statement.  I 
must  trouble  the  House  to  look  at  what 
the  revenue  from  tobacco  has  been.  In 
1896  the  revenue  from  toliacco  was 
£10,748,000;  in  1897  it  was  £11,000,000; 
in  1898  it  was  £11,433,000.  In  1899,  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  the  duty 
off,  it  dropped  to  £10,900,000.  In  1900 
it  was  £10,885,000.  In  1901,  after  the 
duty  was  increased  by  4d.,  it  rose  to 
£12,838,000,  and  last  year  he  told  us 
in  his  Budget  speech  that  it  had  dropped 
to  £10,565,000 ;  that  was  his  justifica- 
tion for  saying  it  would  bear  no 
more.  That,  however,  is  not  correct. 
He  himself  told  us  last  year  that 
this  enormous  sum  of  £12,838,000  in- 
cluded £1,500,000  of  forestalment  duty 
that  did  not  belong  to  that  year  ;  so  that 
if  you  take  the  acciirate  figures  of  twoyears 
you  will  find  that  the  amount  of  revenue 
produced  bv  the  tobacco  tax  was  con- 
siderably over  £11,338,000  in  1901 
and  £12,065,000  in  1902.  It  is,  there- 
fore, not  a  decreasing  trade  nor  a 
decreasing    revenue.       The    House    will 


bear  with  one  figure  more.  In  the  cal- 
culations with  reference  to  revenue  there 
is  one  thing  which  does  not  admit  of  fore- 
stalment, and  that  is  manufacture,  the 
amount  retained  for  home  consumption ; 
that  is  regiUated  by  the  calendar  year 
and  not  by  the  financial  year,  and  the 
figures  we  have  are  significant.  In  1898 
the  tobacco  manufactured  for  home  use 
was  66,479,000  lbs.,  in  1899  70,108,000 
lbs.,  in  1900  it  was  73,032,000  lbs., 
and  in  1901  it  was  76,851,000  lbs.  ; 
and  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
report  that,  notwithstanding  that 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  duty  in 
1901,  there  was  an  increase  in  consump- 
tion of  5  per  cent.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a 
decreasing  trade  or  a  decreiising  revenue, 
nor  is  the  trade  in  a  state  of  distress. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
there  was  an  internecine  warfare  going  on 
in  the  trade.  Yes — a  warfare  that  not 
only  has  disclosed  the  colossal  fortunes  that 
have  been  made,  but  indicates  also  that 
the  competitors  for  English  custom  are 
prepared  to  give  enormous  bounties  to 
obtain  it.  I  do  not  know  a  more  legiti- 
mate subject  for  taxation,  and  it  is  one 
which  ought  to  be  used  long  before  we 
come  to  bread. 

Then,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  what  reason 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had  for  not 
putting  an  additional  tax  on  beer.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  what  such  a 
wise  and  astute  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer as  he  is  seldom  does.  He  un- 
fortunately went  down  to  a  dinner  at 
Bristol,  and  no  doubt  he  did  admit 
there  that  it  was  undesirable  to  add 
to  the  taxation  on  beer,  but  beyond 
that  I  know  of  no  earthly  reason  why 
he  should  not  tax  beer.  He  has 
told  us  that  there  was  a  decrease 
in  the  revenue  from  beer  for  the  first 
time  for  many  years,  but  surely  an 
article  which  produced  the  enormous 
revenue  of  £13,500,000  last  year  is 
worthy  ot  the  consideration  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer.  Before 
the  war  the  duty  on  beer  was  6s.  9d.,  and 
it  was  raised  to  78.  9d.,  at  which  it  now 
stands.  I  think  the  figures  speak  for 
themselves.  The  revenue  from  beer 
which  was  £10,494,000  in  1895  reached 
£12,345,000  in  1900— in  1901  it  was 
£1 3,940,000.  The  Chancellor  stated  that 
the  revenue  of  1902  was  £200,000  less 
than  that  of  1890-1.  The  number  of 
barrels  charged  with  duty  was,  in  1895, 
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31,382,000;  in  1900,  36,578,156,  and  in 
liOl,  35,993,246.  The  Commisaioners 
of  Iidand  Revenue  attributed  the  decrease 
to  the  war,  to  the  scare  about  arsenic,  and 
to  the  abnormal  price  of  coal. 

Who  is  going  to  feel  this  bread 
tax  1  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said  that  bread  is  so  cheap  that  it  is 
sometimes  wasted,  and  that  the  tax 
would  be  a  very  trifling  contribution 
towards  the  cost  of  the  war.  Where  are 
the  houses  in  which  bread  is  wasted  1 
Not  in  those  of  the  people  who  will  feel 
this  tax,  with  whom  bread  is  a  necessity 


on  bread.  I  can  conceive  a  great  crisis 
in  the  history  of  a  nation,  when  its  very 
existence  is  tottering  in  the  balance, 
when  it  might  be  necessary  to  widely 
extend  the  limits  of  taxation;  but 
I  say  that  a  bread  tax  should  be 
left  to  the  very  lost.  I  say  nothing 
personal  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Elx- 
chequer,  because  for  him  I  have  the 
greatest  r^pect,  but  I  do  say  that  this 
is  about  the  meanest  tax  I  have  ever 
heard  of  for  a  nation  which  has  the  almost 
boundless  wealth  of  Great  Britain.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Haddiii^- 


of  Ufe,  and  who  have  not  anything  else  I  ton  gave  some  extraordinary  statistics 
to  eat.     Do  you  suppose  it  is  wasted  in  I  upon  this  question,  and   whether  they 

""  '^  ^"^    were  correct  or  not  I  do  not  know.     We 

know     from    the    Chancellor     of     the 
Exchequer's  Budget  that  within  the  last 
two  financial  years  the  estates  of  people 
who   have    died   in   this   country  have 
been     valued       for     death     duty     at 
£520,000,000      sterling.       We     know, 
too,   that   a  penny  on  the  income  tax 
produces  £2,600,000,  and  the  nation  in 
order  to  get  X2,600,000    ought  not  to 
break  down  a  great   principle.     I  say. 
Sir,  that   to  put  on  a  tax  which   wiQ 
press  most  heavily  and  injuriously  on  the 
humblest  class  of  the  people  in  order  to 
get  money  is  not  worthy  of  this  pros- 
perous and   wealthy  nation,  and  is  not 
statesmanlike.    Do  not  tax  necessaries ; 
if  you  must  add  to  taxation,  tax  luxuries. 
If  the  choice  is  between  bread  and  tobacco, 
I  say  tax  tobacco.   If  the  choice  is  between 
bread  and  beer,  I  say  tax  beer.    If  the 
choice  is  between  bread  and  the  income 
tax,  I  say  increase  the  income  tax. 


those  homes  %  No,  Sir ;  it  may  be  wasted 
in  the  West  End  of  London,  but  it 
is  not  wasted  in  the  East  End. 
I  saw  that  one  of  the  great 
restaurant  companies  in  Piccadilly, 
which  divides  between  25  and  30  per 
cent,  in  dividends,  announced  that  they 
would  not  increase  the  price  of  bread  in 
consequence  of  this  tax.  It  will  not  be 
wasted  in  Piccadilly,  but  the  people  you 
have  to  consider  are  the  poorest  of  the 
poor. 

I  do  not  know  whether  hon.  Members 
have  read  Mr.  Booth*s  valuable  report  on 
the  poor  of  London,  or  Mr.  Rowntree's 
valuable  contribution  with  reference  to 
the  poor  of  York.    Without  troubling  the 
House  with  many  figures,  I  may  say  that 
those  two  statements  show  that  there 
are  large  numbers  of  the  population  of 
this  country  whose  wages  are  not  more 
than  18a  per  week.     It  is  not  a  question 
of    thousands,    but    of    millions;    and 
there  are   still    larger   numbers  whose 
wages    run     between     18s.     and     25s. 
a   weekf  and   they  also   point  out  the 
awful  poverty  in  the  slums  of  London 
and  of  our  large  towns.     The  smallest 
addition    to    the     price    of     bread    in 
these    wretched   homes    is  a    calamity. 
I      think      the      Chancellor      of     the 
Exche^iuer,      at      the     conclusion     of 
his    speech    last     nieht,  said    that  in 
making  our  choice  oi  indirect  taxation 
we  should  choose  that  which  would  press 
least  heavily  on  the  people.     I  agree  with 
him  in  that,  Sir ;  but  he  cannot  tell  the 
House  of  Commons  that  this  is  a  tax 
which    will    press   less  heavily    on    the 
people  than  any  other   tax.    My  hon. 
riend  below  me  said  he  would  not  ab- 
solutely prohibit  the  possibility  of  a  tax 

Sir  Henry  Fowler, 


♦(6.15.)  The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THK 
EXCHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
at  the  close  of  his  speech  has  been  good 
enough  to  favour  me — and  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  him  for  it— with  alternative 
suggestions  to  the  tax  now  under  discus- 
sion.    He  said — 

"  If  the  choice  Lb  between  bread  and  the  In- 
come tax,  increase  the  income  tax. " 

I  have  increased  the  income  tax.  I  have 
increased  it  to  15d.  in  the  pound.  I  can 
remember  the  day,  not  so  very  long  ago, 
when  nobody  in  this  House  more  strongly 
denounced  the  ^reat  increase  in  the  in- 
come tax  than  the  right  hon.  Oentleman. 
How  far  are  we  to  go  on  increasing  the 
income  tax  ?  Are  we  to  tax  a  single  class 
of  the  people — not  by  any  means  all  of 
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them  wealthy — almost  out  of  existence  by 
that  one  tax ;  or  are  we  to  ask  the  people 
at  large  in  time  of  war,  in  time  of  increas- 
ing expenditure  in  other  ways,  to  bear  a 
small  share  of  the  general  burden  of  tax- 
ation ? 

The  ri^ht  hon.  Grentleman  suggests  that 
I  should  have  increased  the  tax  on 
tobacco.  I  had  to  raise  £2,500,000.  The 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Fife  told  me  it  was  a  trifling  sum.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  a  trifling  sum ;  but  of  this 
I  am  quite  sure,  that  no  increase  in  the 
tobacco  duty  could  by  any  possibility  have 

froduced  it.  The  right  hon.  Glentleman, 
think,  will  give  me  credit  for  having 
studied  how  to  raise  money  by  increas- 
ing duties  on  such  articles  as  alcohol 
and  tobacco  before  applying  myself 
to  other  and  newer  articles  of  tax- 
ation. I  did  it  in  the  first  year  of  the 
war.  He  said  I  had  not  raised  the 
tobacco  duty  beyond  the  point  at  which 
it  was  before  the  reduction.  But  why  ? 
Because  I  was  convinced  that  by  raising 
it  I  should  lose  more  than  I  should  gain 
to  the  revenue. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  himself 
quoted  the  figures  I  gave  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  other  day.  He  has  said  that 
in  the  year  1900-1  the  tobacco  duty  pro- 
duced £12,839,000,  and  in  the  following 
year,  the  year  just  closed,  it  only  pro- 
duced £10,565,000.  That  was  due  to 
the  forestalmeiit  of  taxation  in  1900-1 
which  properly  belonged  to  the  later 
year,  to  the  extent  of  £1,500,000.  That  I 
is  true,  but  if  he  will  be  good  enough  to 
take  £1,500,000  from  the  produce  of  the 
first  year,  he  will  find  the  produce 
of  the  second  year  was  something  like 
£800,000  less  than  it  ought  to  have 
been  after  allowing  for  that  deduction. 
Tobacco  is  not  a  growing  revenue — 
from  what  cause  I  cannot  say ;  but 
it  would  be  absolutely  impossible,  in 
my  humble  judgment — and  I  can  only 
give  the  best  of  my  opinion  to  the  House 
— that  any  possible  increase  of  the 
tobacco  duty  could  have  raised  anything 
like  the  sum  of  £2,500,000.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says.  Why  not  increase 
the  beer  duty  ]  The  l)eer  duty  was  in- 
creased two  years  ago,  and  what  has 
been  the  result  {  Not  by  any  means  the 
amount  I  had  hoped  for.  As  1  pointed 
out  to  the  Committee  the  other  day, 
the  consumption  of  beer  is  actually 
decreasing;  and  I  should  have  deceived 
the   Committee    had    I,   in   the  face  of 


the  decreasing  consumption  of  an 
article,  suggested  that  by  nominally  in- 
creasing the  tax  I  should  raise  any- 
thing like  £2,500,000.  I  have  proposed 
this  duty  because  I  believe  it  is  one 
which  can  fairly  be  borne  by  the  country 
without  any  such  interference  with  trade 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  suggested. 
Com  and  flour  and  meal,  with  rare  ex- 
ceptions, are  not  articles  used  as  raw 
materials  in  manufacture,  and  therefore 
a  tax  on  them  does  not  interfere  with 
industry  in  the  way  in  which  a  tax 
on  such  a  raw  material  as  cotton  un- 
doubtedly would. 

But  I  turn  from  that  part  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  to  his  general 
attack  on  the  tax  on  its  merits.  He  has 
three  objections  to  my  proposal.  The 
first,  and  I  believe  in  the  minds  of  all 
hon.  Members  opposite,  by  tar  the 
most  important,  is  the  rooted  belief  that 
they  seem  to  entertain  that  in  the  first 
place  this  tax  is  a  Protective  duty,  and 
that,  in  the  second  place,  to  use  his 
words,  if  this  Budget  passes,  the  policy 
of  England  will  be  a  policy  of  Protection 
in  the  future.  Well,  Sir,  I  must  say 
that  for  convinced  Free  Traders,  for  those 
who  inherit  the  traditions  of  the  Liberal 
Party  with  regard  to  economic  ques- 
tions, the  amount  of  timidity  with 
regard  to  the  future  of  Free  Trade  which 
is  shown  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
is  absolutely  astounding.  Do  they  really 
believe  that  the  country  is  attached  to 
that  principle  or  not  1  [Sir  H. 
Fowler  shook  his  head]  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  shakes  his  head.  Does 
not  he  believe  it?  He  said  just  now 
that,  in  spite  of  our  great  majority, 
neither  we  nor  any  other  Government 
could  really  lead  the  country  into  a 
pohcy  of  Protection.  Ver^  well,  if  that 
be  so,  why  all  this  alarm  as  to  the 
future  of  Free  Trade]  I  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  country  would  accept 
Protection  for  a  moment,  and  that  being 
so,  I  cannot  understand  the  extra- 
ordinary alarm  which  is  manifested  by 
hon.   Members. 

But  now  let  me  see.  Is  this 
a  Protective  duty  or  not  ?  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  "  Yes.**]  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  contends,  and  it  haf«  been 
contended  throughout,  that  in  its  essence 
it  is    a  Protective  duty.     Nobody  has 
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attempted  to  show  that  it  was  a  Pro- 
tective duty  in  practice  while  it  existed. 
Mr.  Lowe  made  the  assertion,  and  that 
was  alL     Nobody  has  attempted  to  show 
in  these  debates   that   the  registration 
duty,  as  it  is  called,  on   corn   and  flour 
was,  in  fact,  Protective.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  where  the  Customs 
duty  is  levied  on  an  article  imported  and  i 
also  produced  here,  and  no  Excise  duty 
is  imposed,  that  is  a  violation  of  Free 
Trade.      That   is    the  principle    which, 
he    says,    ought    never   to    be  violated. 
Has     it     always      been     adhered    to  1 
Is       it      adhered       to       now,      apart 
from     this       duty       altogether  1      In 
1860   Mr.    Gladstone   proposed    a    new 
duty.  It  was  called  the  unit  of  entry  duty. 
It  was  a  very  small  Customs  duty  upon 
every   article   that   was   imported— of   a 
penny  a  package   and    of   ^    per    cent. 
ad  valorem  on  articles  imported  in  bulk. 
That  was  a  Customs  duty  to  which  there 
was  no  correlative  Excise  duty.     It  lasted 
for  two  years.     Was  that  a  violation  of 
Free  Trade  1     Every  single  thing  that  was 
imported    into    this    country,  produced, 
or  not  produced,  also  in   this    country, 
was  liable  to  that  duty.     That  duty  was 
uaS{x>sed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  himself  as  a 
new  duty — by  the  apostle  of  Free  Trade. 
Was  it  a  violation  of  Free  Trade  or  not  1 
Why,  Sir,  of  course  it  was  not  a  practical 
violation  of  Free  Trade,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  it  was  so  small  that  the  effect 
of  it  on  the  price  of  the  articles  imported 
and   also   produced  in  this  country  was 
practically  nil     But  does  not  that  show 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  carried 
Free    Trade    doctrine    to    a    ridiculous 
extreme  1     That  duty  was  subsequently 
got  rid   of,    not    because    it    was   found 
m  its  operation   to  be    Protective,    but 
because  it   was   found   to   be   harassing 
to  the  general  operation  of  trade.     That 
was  why  it  was  abolished  by  Mr.  Glad- 
stone himself.     At  the  present  moment 
we  have  a  Customs  duty   which    is    a 
Customs  duty   only,  and   which   is   not 

imposed  on  corresponding  articles  made 
in  this  country  which  may,  to  some  extent, 
compete  with  them.  What  about  the 
wine  duties  1  The  wine  duties  are  very 
heavy  duties  imposed  on  all  foreign  wines. 
There  is  no  corresponding  Excise  duty  on 
wine  manufactured  in  this  country.  Is 
that  a  violation  of  Free  Trade  or  not  1  I 
daresay  hon.  Gentlemen  think  it  is  not, 

Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach, 


because  they  firmly  believe  thev  can  dis- 
tinguish between  foreign  and  British 
wines.  I  very  much  doubt  if  there  is  a 
single  Member  of  this  House,  who 
is  not  an  expert  in  the  trade,  who 
can  with  certainty  make  that  distinction. 
But,  at  any  rate,  I  will  venture  to  say 
that  there  is  no  greater  difference  in 
kind  between  foreign  and  British  wines 
than  there  is  between,  let  us  say, 
maize  and  rice,  which  are  not  produced 
in  this  country,  and  upon  which,  there- 
fore, this  very  duty,  according  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  cannot  be 
Protective,  and  the  kinds  of  corn  that  are 
produced  in  this  country. 

Hon.  Members  may  think  that  this 
argument  is  splitting  hairs.  Very 
well ;  but  I  am  endeavouring  to 
show  the  absurdity,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  forgive  the  term,  of  the 
extreme  doctrine  which  he  laid  down.  The 
(question  with  regard  to  this  duty  on 
com  and  flour  is,  whether  it  is  of  an 
amount  that  is  sufiicient  to  make  it  really, 
in  practice,  a  Protective  duty  1  I  say  it  is 
not.  WhsLt  did  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
opened  the  debate  say  1  He  said  we  were 
waving  the  flag  of  Protection.  But  almost 
in  the  next  breath  he  said — 

"  You  -re  not  going  to  do  any  good  to  the 
British  farmer  ;  on  the  contrary',  you  are 
pring  to  injure  him,  because  yonr  duty  may 
raise  the  pnce  of  the  foo<l8tuff8  he  imports.'" 

Then  there  is  no  actual  Protection  about 
the  duty  at  all.  Now  let  me  refer  to  the 
history  of  the  past  ITie  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  not  refute  what  I  said  on  this 
point  with  regard  to  Sir  Robert  PeeL 
Sir  Robert  Peel  instituted  this  duty  and 
maintained  it  as  avowedly  a  nominal 
duty  ;  and  the  mere  fact  that  it  produced 
a  small  sum  then  because  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  quarters  of  com  and  of 
cwts.  of  flour  were  imported  into  this 
country,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  great 
question  of  principle  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  brought  before  the  House. 
Why  is  it  worse  in  principle  to  ask 
Parliament  to  renew  a  duty  which  will 
make  a  really  substantial  contribution  to 
the  revenue  because  the  amount  of  the 
articles  imported  on  which  it  isimposed  has 
enormously  increased  ?  On  the  contrary,  if 
you  are  to  argue  this  on  the  ground  of 
principle,  it  was  an  infinitely  worse  Pro- 
tective duty  in  those  days  than  it  is 
now,  because  a  much  less  propor- 
tion of  any  increase  in  price  wnidi 
it    caused    went    into    the    Kxchequer. 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on 
to  combat  my  assertions  with  regard 
to  Mr.  Gladstone.  He  quoted  a  state- 
ment by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  the  year 
1864,  when  he  renewed  and  remodelled 
this  duty.  It  was  precisely  to  the  effect 
which  I  had  previously  stated  to  the 
House.  I  had  stated  that  Mr.  Gladstone 
then  said  that  he  did  not  propose  that  the 
duty  should  be  permanent,  but  that  it 
was  a  duty  producing  considerable  revenue 
which  it  would  not  be  convenient  then 
to  part  with.  What  does  that  mean  ?  I 
think  it  means  simply  this,  that  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, while  he  wanted  the  revenue  himself, 
was  perfectly  willing  to  overlook  the 
theoretical  violation  of  Free  Trade,  but 
that  he  had  in  his  mind  that  possibly 
at  some  future  day,  when  somebody  else 
might  want  the  revenue,  the  theoretical 
violation  of  Free  Trade  might  seem  more 
important  than  it  did  to  him  when  he 
required  it.  But  I  turn  from  what  Mr. 
Irladstone  said  to  what  he  did.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, while  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
lor  something  like  eight  or  nine  years, 
maintained  this  duty  in  all  his  Budgets ; 
and  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  com- 
menced this  debate  says  the  duty  was 
objected  to  by  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  I  say  the  duty  was  not  objected 
to  by  the  great  Free  Trade  politicians  of 
that  day.  We  see  now  a  manifesto 
by  the  Cobden  Club  against  this  proposal 
Can  they  quote  a  speech  by  Mr.  Cobden 
against  a  registration  duty  on  com  and 
Hour  ?  No,  Sir,  I  venture  to  say  they 
can  quote  nothing  of  the  kind.  Can  they 
fjuote  a  denunciation  by  Mr.  Bright  of  a 
registration  duty  on  com  and  flour  as  a 
tax  on  the  food  of  the  people  ?  No,  Sir, 
there  is  no  such  denunciation  to  be  found. 
And  that  is  what  I  say  with  regard  to  all 
this  talk  as  to  the  Protective  nature  of 
this  tax — that  no  one  of  any  authority 
objected  to  it  on  that  ground  through- 
out all  those  twenty-three  years,  imtil 
.Mr.  Lowe  abolished  it  on  the  ground  of 
pure  theory,  and  without  any  proof  be- 
ycmd  his  bald  assertion  that  it  imposed 
nwy  practical  charge  on  the  food  of  the 
people. 

But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said, 
and  I  am  bound  to  say  with  reason,  that 
though  a  duty  may  not  be  Protective 
while  it  lasts,  and  though  its  abolition 
may  not  benefit  anyone  by  lowering  prices, 
ve%  if  you  re-impose  it,  it  may  raise  prices. 
\Qry  well,  that  is  precisely  what  I  had  in 


my  mind  when  introducing  the  Budget 
I  said  that,  in  my  belief,  this  duty  had  no 
practical  effect  on  prices.  I  said  also 
that  it  might  be  a  contribution,  though 
I  thought  a  trifling  contribution,  to- 
wards the  expenditure  of  the  country 
from  the  working  classes.  I  have  been 
twitted  since  with  having  made  two 
statements  absolutely  inconsistent  with 
one  another.  Those  statements  are  per- 
fectly consistent.  When  this  duty  was  im- 
posed, as  I  anticipated,  the  dealers  in  com 
or  flour  raised  their  price  by  the  amount 
of  the  duty,  and  in  some  cases,  though  by 
no  means  in  many  cases,  there  has  also 
been  a  rise  in  the  price  of  bread.  It  is  a 
very  natural  thing  that  both  these  things 
should  happen  when  the  duty  is  first 
imposed.  But  directly  the  ordinary  condi- 
tions of  the  trade — that  is  to  say,  a  new 
harvest,  or  some  variation  in  the  price  of 
the  article  due  to  the  fluctuations  of 
demand  and  supply — have  time  to  assert 
themselves,  then  this  duty  will  cease  to 
count  for  anything  more  than  the  propor- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  article  to  which  it  is 
properly  entitled.  That  I  believe  to  be 
absolutely  certain.  How  is  it  there  has 
been  this  inciease  in  the  price  of  bread, 
about  which  so  very  much  has  been  said  \ 
I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  looking 
through  the  Bakers'  Trade  Jourruil  on  this 
matter.  I  need  not  say  that  I  found  my- 
self pretty  well  denounced  for  having 
interfered  with  their  trade.  That  I  take 
a8  a  matter  of  course.  But  then  I  went 
on  to  examine  the  general  opinions  quoted 
in  the  journal  of  members  of  the  trade  with 
regard  to  the  effect  of  this  duty  on  the 
price  of  bread  ;  and  I  found  that  their 
general  opinion  was  that  the  duty  was 
not  sufficient  to  justify  an  immediate 
advance  in  the  price  of  bread ;  that 
there  was  no  real  excuse  for  a  halfpenny 
advance ;  that  the  whole  rise  that 
would  be  justified  would  be  only  one- 
eighth  of  a  penny  on  the  41b.  loaf,  as  a 
sack  of  2i  cwt.,  on  which  the  duty  would 
be  Is.  O^d.,  would  make  eighty -eight  4lb. 
loaves.  I  daresay  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  will  ask,  if  those  opinions 
were  correct,  why  is  it  that  in  some  cases 
the  price  of  bread  has  been  raised  ?  I 
must  say  that  the  explanation  seems  to 
me  to  be  very  natural.  It  is  said  that  the 
low-price  bakers,  who  are  actually  stated 
to  be  selling  bread  at  3d.  per  quartern 
loaf  in  parts  of  South  Essex,  will  pi  obably 
have  to  raise  their  prices  because  of  the 
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continuous  rise  in  all  other  ingredients 
bread-making  —  coal,     salt,    wages, 


in 


taxes,  and  the  improvements  of  pre 
mises  required  by  law — and  that  they 
will  take  advantage  of  this  opportu- 
nity in  order  to  do  it.  But  then 
the  journal  goes  on  to  say  that  this 
would  mean  a  serious  loss  to  many  of 
them,  as  most  of  them,  especially  the 
large  firms,  depended  for  the  majority 
of  their  custom  on  being  able  to  sell 
one  halfpenny  or  a  penny  lower  than 
the  district  prices,  showing  plainly  what 
I  said  just  now,  that  it  is  a  temporary 
rise  wherever  it  has  occurred,  and  that 
it  cannot  permanently  extend  beyond  the 
small  proportion  which  this  tax  may 
bear  to  the  total  cost  of  flour,  and  of 
labour  in  making  and  distributing  the 
bread. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made 
a  great  deal  of  this  tax  as  a  heavy  burden 
on  the  working  classes.  Init  it  be  remem- 
bered— he  cannot  have  forgotten  it  — that 
when  it  existed  before,  the  price  of  wheat 
was  something  like  half  as  much  again  as 
it  is  now.  With  the  price  of  wheat  now 
at  about  31s.  a  quarter,  it  is  surely  so 
cheap  that  anything  which  may  be  added 
on  account  of  the  tax  would  still 
secure  to  the  working  classes  an  ex- 
tremely cheap  loaf  as  compared  with 
former  years.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man referred  to  persons  earning  wages 
between  18s  and  25s.  a  week.  I 
have  made  this  calculation.  Take  a 
man  earning  from  24s.  to  25s.  a  week 
with  his  wife  and  three  children.  Say 
that  they  consumed  10  cwt.  of  flour 
and  1  cwt.  of  rice,  sago,  and  food  of  that 
kind  in  a  year.  The  permanent  effect 
of  this  duty  could  only  be  a  charge 
on  them  of  Id.  per  week.  But  does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  think  that 
such  a  tamily  will  consume  nothing  but 
bread?  I  could  take  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  cottages  of  agricultural 
labourers  in  my  own  neighbourhood, 
men  who  are  earning  perhaps  13s.  a 
week  themselves,  and  a  few  more 
shilhngs  among  their  families,  where 
you  find  not  only  bread,  but  butter  and 
everything  that  a  man  could  want,  in 
eluding  meat  every  day,  upon  the  table 
at  dinner.  Yes,  but  it  is  true ;  and  why 
is  this?  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Haddington  alluded  last  night  to 
the    vast     increase   in    the    wealth    of 

Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach. 


the      country,      with      special       refer- 
ence   to     the    income    tax    payers.       I 
should  like   to    refer    tonight    to    the 
class    below  the    income    tax    payers, 
and  I  would  venture  to  say  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  comfort  and 
means  of  that  class  greater  in  propor- 
tion than  there   has   been  in  the  class 
above  it.    Wages  have  increased  on   an 
average    by    something    like     33     ]>er 
cent.,    and    if    you    consider    abo    the 
effective   value  of    these    wages  in    the 
purchase  of  everything — I  except  rents, 
which  no  doubt  have  also  increased — I 
believe  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  average 
effective  value  of  the  wages  of  the  work- 
ing classes  is  not  far  short  of  50  per  cent, 
more  now  than  it  was  forty  years  ago. 
And  with  increased  means,  the  working 
classes  have  to  bear  a  lighter  burden  of 
necessary    taxation.    I   wish   the  House 
would  consider  what  is  the  relative  bur- 
den of  direct  and  indirect  taxation  at  the 
present  time  compared  with  what  it  was 
forty  years  ago.     That  is  a  question  which 
must  be  considered  when  you  are  dealing 
with  the  great  question  of  whether  we  are 
by  this  new  duty  imposing  on  the  working 
classes  more  than  they  can  fairly  bear. 
I  have  taken   the  amount  received   by 
the  revenue  from  what  is  called  indirect 
taxation — that  is,  taxes  on  consumable 
articles — in   the    vear    1861-62,    and   I 
have  taken  on  the  other  side  what  was 
received  by  the  revenue  from  all  other 
taxation — in   other   words,  from  direct 
taxation.     I  find    in  that  year   indirect 
taxation  contributed  61.7  per  cent,  of 
the  total,  and  direct  taxation  38.3  per 
cent,  of  the  total.     Last  year  indirect  tax- 
ation contributed  47.7  per  cent,  of  the  total, 
and  direct  taxation  53.3  per  cent.     The 
indirect  taxation  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion in  the  year   1861-62  was   278.3d. 
I.Ast  year  it  was  29s. lid.  per  head  of  the 
population,  an  increase  of  no  more  than  10 
per  cent.     The  population  had  in  the  same 
time  increased  43  per  cent.     In  the  year 
1861-62  direct  taxation  was  168.  lid.  per 
head  of  the  population,  and  in  1901-1902 
it  was  32s.  lid.  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion,   an   increase   of   94.2   per   cent. 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  fact  in  regard 
to  indirect  taxation  to  which  I  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House.  AVhat  was  the 
indirect  taxation  derived  from  Utvty  years 
ago  ?  Does  it  press  more  hea\il}'  now 
than  it  did  then  ?  There  has  been,  as  I 
have  stated,  an  increase  of  28.   8d.    per 
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head  of  the  population  in  its  amount,  but 
what  has  that  increase  been  in  ?  Indirect 
taxation  in  1861-62  amounted  altogether 
to  £\  7s.  3d.  per  head,  and  of  that,  13s. 
6d.  per  head  came  from  alcoholic  drinks, 
and  138.  9d.  from  the  rest  of  the  indirect 
taxation.  Last  year  indirect  taxation 
amounted  to  £1  96.  lid.  per  head  of  the 
population,  and  18s.  6d.  per  head  came 
from  alcoholic  drinks  and  lis.  5d.  from 
the  rest  of  indirect  taxation.  This  has 
been  due  to  two  causes.  The  rate  of 
taxation  on  alcohol  in  various  forms  has 
been  increased,  on  spirits  by  10  per  cent., 
on  beer  by  24  per  cent ;  but  if  you  allow 
for  the  increased  yield  due  to  that  higher 
taxation,  and  for  the  same  amount  of 
drink  per  head  of  the  population 
as  was  consumed  in  1861-62,  the 
revenue  that  should  be  produced 
now  from  beer  and  spirits  would  be 
X29,697,000.  The  actual  yield  from  these 
two  articles  last  year  was  £36,990,000. 
In  other  words,  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  revenue  from  alcohol  of  no  less 
than  £7,293,000,  due  solely  to  increase  in 
the  drinking  habits  of  the  people.  Well, 
I  am  bound  to  say  if  our  working  classes, 
who  are  the  main  consumers  of  beer 
and  spirits,  can  afford  to  expend  so 
large  a  sum  in  drink  as  this,  is  it  not  a 
little  exaggeration  to  talk  about  the  tax 
I  now  propose  as  one  that  will  result  in 
human  hunger,  and  produce,  as  I  have 
seen  it  argued,  a  future  of  poverty 
for  a  quarter  of  the  community  and 
open  the  door  to  the  greatest  social  dis- 
order] If  our  people  only  consumed 
as  much  alcohol  now  as  they  consumed 
forty  years  ago,  the  result  would  be 
that  they  would  pay  only  XI  6s.  5d.  per 
head  now  in  indirect  taxation,  as  against 
XI  7s.  3d.  in  1861-2. 

I  hope  I  have  said  something  to  show  to 
the  House  that  there  has  oeen  a  vast 
increase  in  the  means  of  the  working 
classes  of  the  country  as  well  as  in  the 
community  above  them  who  pay  the 
whole  of  the  direct  taxation.  I  hope  I 
have  shown  to  the  House  that  in  making 
this  small  proposal  to  increase  the  indirect 
taxation  of  this  country  I  am  not  im- 
posing on  any  class  that  enormous  burden 
suggested  by  so  many  speakers  and 
writers.  Of  this  I  am  confident — while 
it  existed,  the  duty  was  never  considered 
by  thwe  who  had  to  deal  with  the 
finance  of  the  country  as  either  in  prac- 
tice a  Protective  duty  or  as  weighing 
heavily  on  the  people  until  the  year  1869  ; 


and  when  it  was  abolished  not  a  soul  was 
bettered,  but  there  was  a  loss  to  the 
revenue.  Now  we  have  a  necessity  for 
additional  revenue;  it  is  proposed  to 
obtain  that  revenue  by  a  slight  extension 
of  the  area  of  indirect  taxation,  involving 
less  strain  on  the  people,  less  injury  to 
any  manufacture  or  industry,  and  less 
hardship  to  any  one  than  any  other  tax 
that  will  produce  as  much ;  and  in  spite 
of  all  that  has  been  said,  I  believe  it  will 
receive  the  assent  of  the  cx)untry. 

♦(6.54.)  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE(Glou. 
cestershire.  Forest  of  Dean) :  The  cham- 
pagne argument  by  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  tried  to  confute 
the  view  of  my  right  hon.  friend, 
that  we  always  accompanied  import 
duty  with  a  countervailing  Excise 
duty,  is  so  weak  that  the  House  must 
have  seen  it  proved  the  case  of  my  right 
hon.  friend.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  named  two  exceptions — he 
named  a  tax  which  was  impracticable  in  its 
working,  and  which  was  repealed  more 
than  a  generation  ago,  and  he  named  the 
manufacture  of  British  wines,  which  had 
seriously  competed  with  the  wine  we 
taxed  at  our  ports.  He  seems  to  live 
under  a  curious  delusion  in  regard  to  the 
wine  trade.  In  his  Budget  speech  the 
other  night  he  actually  said  that  Members 
frequently  drank  British  champagne  while 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  im- 
ported wine.  I  should  have  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  know  that 
the  enormous  value  of  the  brands  of 
foreign  houses  led  to  frequent  inspection 
and  legal  proceedings  preventing  such 
occurrences.  The  childishness  of  such 
an  argument  needs  not  exposure,  but  the 
serious  arguments  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  are  well  worthy  of  attention. 
He  has  denied  that  this  dutv  will  cause 
any  serious  disturbance  of  trade,  and  on 
that  point  I  take  issue  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  present  duty,  if  it  re- 
mains as  small  as  it  is,  may  be  dis- 
cussed from  the  Protection  point  of  view 
without  •  any  great  feeling,  and  may  be 
allowed  to  remain  without  much  disaster 

resulting.  It  is  chiefly  as  an  indication  of 
a  change  of  policy, as  givingencouragement 
to  Protection,  that  it  is  dangerous,  but 
as  regards  the  disturbance  to  trade,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  House 
as  to  how  great  the  disturbance  to  trade 
will   be.       I    should    like    to    ask    the 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  to  the  agri- 
cultural feeding  stuflfs.  The  Chancefior 
of  the  Exchequer  has  argued  with  great 
force  his  belief,  which  the  future  will 
prove  or  disprove,  that  this  tax  will  pro- 
duce no  permanent  rise  in  the  price  of 
grain  ;  but  does  he  apply  that  to  farmers' 
feeding  stuffs,  on  which  the  duty  will  be 
much  greater  )  If  he  does  not  anticipate 
a  rise  in  these,  few  will  agree  with  him. 

♦SiB  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  think  it 
might  facilitate  the  progress  of  debate  if 
I  say  that  in  dealing  with  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  I 
forgot  what  I  intended  to  say  on  this 
point.  Of  course,  this  is  the  revival  of  an 
old  tax.  Offal  was  regarded  in  the  old  tax 
as  meal,  and  at  that  time  the  amount 
of  imported  offal  was  very  small ;  now 
it  is  considerable.  Certainly  it  is  not 
our  intention  that  offal  shall  be  in- 
cluded in  the  higher  taxed  imports,  and 
we  propose  to  place  it  in  the  class 
charged  at  threepence. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE:    What  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  affects  a 
creat  part  of  my  argument.    There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  as  the  duty  stood — 
I  have  not  examined  the  new  proposal — 
there  would  have  been  a  rise  in  the  price  i 
of  feeding  stuffs  of  the  cheaper  kind,  and  > 
that  can  be  proved  by  the  example  of  a  I 
similar  tax  imposed  abroad.     As  to  the  | 
bread  argument,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man  tells  us  of  labourers  in   his  own  i 
neighbourhood  in  Wiltshire  earning  ISs. 
a  week,  who  enjoy  meat  every  day;  but] 
if  they   do    that,   it  is  because  of  the 
strenuous  fashion  in   which  the  people 
of  this  country   have   maintained  Free 
Trade  principles,  which  have  caused  food 
to  pour  into  this  country,  enabling  them 
to  live  on    wages  of  this   kind.      The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  there  will  be 
no  disturbance  of  trade,  and  that   Mr. 
Gladstone  maintained  the  duty  ;  but  the 
argument  of  my  right  hon.   friend   on 
this  point  has  been  complete,  and  I  doubt 
if  the  House    will    think    it   has  been 
answered.     In  1864,  when  Mr.  Gladstone 
said  the  duty  could  not  be  permanent, 
and  said  so  in  strong  language,  he  was 
Lord    Palmerston's    Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer ;  but  when  Mr.  Lowe  brought 
forward  the  Budget  which  was  cheered 
by    Mr.     Gladstone    at    his    side,    Mr. 
Gladstone     was    for     the     first     time 

Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


his  own  master;  and  being  his  ovrn 
master,  can  any  one  doubt  that  the 
violent  language  in  which  Mr.  Lowe 
attacked  the  tax  had  the  complete 
concurrence  of  Mr.  Gladstone  *?  The  tax 
was  unanimously  repealed  at  that  time — 
there  was  not  a  voice  raised  against 
the  repeal  by  the  whole  House  of 
Commons ;  but  the  tax  now  put  on  is  very 
much  heavier  than  the  tax  then  repealed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
widened  his  net,  and  included  duties  that 
were  not  in  existence  in  the  tax  repealed 
in  1869.  He  has  given  some  curious 
replies  to  Questions  on  this  subject  during 
Question  time.  He  told  the  House  that 
rice,  which  is  for  the  first  time  included  in 
a  grain  tax,  was  included  because  it  was 
grain.  It  was  not  a  grain  for  the  pur- 
poses of  taxation  in  1869,  but  he  teUs  us 
that  he  has  included  locust  beans  because 
they  .were  included  in  the  old  tax.  Locust 
beans  are  the  fruit  of  a  tree,  and  are  in 
the  nature  of  a  date,  and  if  you  are  to 
include  locust  beans  as  an  extension  of 
grain,  you  might  just  as  well  include  cocoa- 
nuts.  The  cocoa  beans  are  much  more  in 
the  nature  of  beans  than  the  locust  bean  ; 
therefore,  why  not  include  cocoa  beans 
apart  from  the  cocoa  tax  7  The  locust  bean 
is  as  much  a  bean  as  the  Scotch  woodcock 
is  a  woodcock,  or  the  Welsh  rabbit  is  a 
rabbit,  or  an  angel  on  horseback  is  an 
angel.  The  locust  bean  is  not  a  bean  at 
all.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  spread  his  net  much  more  widely  on 
this  occasion.  Not  only  is  the  duty 
imposed  now  much  higher  relatively  to 
pnce  than  it  was,  but  many  articles  are 
included  in  it  that  ought  not  to  be 
included  in  it. 

Now  I  would  like  to  address  myself  to 
the  point  as  to  the  disturbance  of  trade  by 
means  of  this  duty.  This  duty  is  a  crude 
duty,  and  is  a  source  of  ridicule  on  the 
part  of  foreign  financiers,  statesmen,  and 
professors,  and  observers  of  foreign 
systems  who  have  undertaken  the  duty 
of  studying  tariffs  for  themselves.  A 
tariff  cannot  be  made  on  these  easy  terms 
without  indicting  great  hardships  on 
certain  trades,  and  crushing  and  destroy- 
ing trades  that  have  come  into  existence. 
Since  the  duty  was  repealed  in  1869,  not 
only  have  prices  fallen,  but  an  infinite 
number  of  small  trades  have  sprung  up^ 
so  that  the  disturbance  to  trade  must  be 
vastly  greater  than  it  was  when  the  duty 
was  in  existence  before.  Now,  the  ordin- 
arv  notion  that  the  British  fanner  is  the 
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person  who  sells  the  articles   which  are 
the    subject    of    this    duty    is    a     pure 
fallacy ;  the  British  farmers  are  persons 
who  buy  them.     The  announcement  now 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
no  doubt  reduce  the    burden    that    will 
fall  on  the  British  farmer ;  but  none  the 
less  it  will  be  a  very  serious  burden,  par- 
ticularly in  the   Midlands,  the  Western 
part  of  England,  Wales,  and  Ireland — a 
biuxlen  which  is  thrown  directly  on   the 
farmers,  and  which  will  result  in  crushing 
out    the    infant     industries    which    are 
coming  to  the  farmers'  assistance  at    the 
present   time.     The  tax  is  not  balanced 
with  that  dexterity  with  which  all  similar 
duties  are  balanced  in  other  countries,  and 
will   fall  most  heavily  on    the   cheapest 
articles.     Holland  and  Belgium  have  P  ree 
Trade  in  grain,  but  Germany  and  France 
are       Protectionists ;       but       in      both 
Germany     and     France      most     careful 
attention       has      been      had     to      the 
interest    of    the   farmer    on    this  point. 
What  has  been  the  experience  of  Germany 
on  this  matter?     It  is  well  known  that 
although  we  look  on  Germany  as  a  grain 
country   where    the    doctrine    of    heavy 
duties    on     wheat   is   deeply    ingrained, 
it     is    a     very     modem     fact     indeed. 
When   Prince   Bismarck  first  introduced 
the    grain    duties   in   Germany — and   in 
introducing  them  he  supported  them  by 
the  same  arguments  by  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of   the   Exchequer   has   supported 
this  tax — the  first  duty  on  wheat  was  a 
very  light  duty,  and  he  said  it  was  to  be 
a  statistical  and   registration   duty,  and 
for  revenue,  and  was  not  to  be  Protective. 
What  was  the  result  1    That   duty   was 
better  adjusted,  yet  it  was  found  to  dis- 
turb trade  so  heavily  that  that  fact  was 
made  an  argument  by  the  Protectionists, 
who  said  that  it  was  not  worth  collection 
as  a  revenue  duty,  and  that  if  it  was  to 
continue  it  would  l)e  better  to  have  it  for 
good  and  as  a  Protective  duty.     Accord- 
ingly, in  1?<85  and  1887  it  was  increased 
to   the   present    heavy   Protective   duty. 
The  result  is  seen  in  the  enormous  Social 
Democratic  vote  throughout  the  German 
towns  and  the  present  tremendous  Free 

Trade  agitation  in  Germany.     And  there 

is  no  doubt  that  if  those  towns  bore  the 

same  relation  to  the  German  Parliament  as 

English  towns  to  this  House,  that  duty 
would  long  ago  have  been  swept  away. 

Now,  I  say  this  duty  has  an  interest  to 
this  House.     It  is  of  some  interest  as  a 


Protective  duty.  If  men  like  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  remain  at  the 
head  of  affairs,  this  duty  will  probably 
not  develop  into  a  Protective  duty ;  but 
there  are  those  behind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  will,  if  they  can,  develop 
the  Protective  policy  and  bring  about  the 
result  which  I  have  deprecated.  There 
are  differences  among  Free  Trailers,  but 
every  Free  Trader  must  agree  that  com- 
plicated tariff  treaties,  if  they  are  con- 
sistent with  prosperity  in  some  coun- 
tries, are  fatal  to  our  position  in  the 
manufacturing  world.  At  the  next 
general  election  you  will  see  the  strongest 
and  best  organised  attempt  by  the 
working  classes  to  secure  representation 
in  that  House  by  men  of  their  own  class. 
At  that  moment  you  have  chosen  to 
commence  an  experiment  in  the  taxation 
of  the  food  of  the  people  I  The  gradual 
adoption  of  a  Protective  system  will  be 
fatal  to  our  manufactures,  and  if  adopted 
it  will  probably  come  at  the  same  time 
that  the  United  States  chooses  the  policy 
of  Free  Trade,  and  in  that  event  it  will 
be  the  destruction  of  our  Empire. 

♦(7.12.)  Sir  MARK  STEWART  (Kirk- 
'  cudbrightshire) :     We  have  listened    to 
many  speeches  of    a    most    pessimistic 
character,  and  the  one  to  which  we  have 
,  just  listened   is  of  that  class.     I  do  not 
know  why  we  should  feel  so  despondent  in 
reviewing  the  question  before  the  House. 
,  The  characteristic  attitude  of  the  House 
during  the  debate  has  been  an  absolutely 
false  one.     This  tax  has  been  regarded 
as  a  strictly  Protei^tive  duty  instead  of 
I  as   a   registration   duty.     That   it  is  a 
;  Protective  duty  has  been  officially  denied 
,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
I  also  by  other  speakers  who  have  ventured 
I  to  support  the  Government.     I  certainly 
I  cordially    support    the    Government   in 
this  matter.    A  war  Budget  must  neces- 
sarily be  unpopular.     There  has  never 
been  a  class  who,  when  called  on  to  pay 
increased  taxation,  has   not   murmured 
and  grumbled  at  it.     This  war  has  been 
approved  by  all  classes  and  sections  of 
the  community,  and  they  desire  to  see 
their  wishes  fully  realised.    The    hon. 
Member  for  South  Somerset  said  that, 
instead  of  being  a  boon  to  the  farming 
community,  which  he  in  part  represents, 
this  tAX  would  be  a  most  odious  impost. 
I  do  not  agree  with  him.     It  will  not  be 
any   great    immediate    benefit   to    the 
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farmer,  but  I  do  not  think  the  farmer's 
position  will  be  as  bad  as  the  hon. 
Member  described.  No  doubt  the  in- 
creased price  of  feeding  stuffs  will  be  a 
hardship,  and  I  would  ask  my  right 
hon.  friend  to  consider  whether  these 
feeding  stuffs  could  not  be,  at  any  rate 
partially,  freed.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  see  his  way  to  allow 
this  meal  to  rank  the  same  as  grain  at 
3d.  per  cwt,  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to 
the  farming  community. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour)  Leeds, 
Central) :  That  is  the  intention. 

♦Sir  MARK  STEWART:  I  did  not 
understand  that  I  am  glad  it  is  so,  and 
I  shall  not  have  to  argue  that  question 
Any  further.  The  whole  point  of  the 
matter  is  that  this  is  not  a  tax  by  way 
of  Protection,  or  one  which  will  at  all 
press  on  the  people.  It  is  distinctly  a 
registration  duty,  and  does  not  violate 
any  principle  which  has  been  again  and 
again  endorsed  in  this  House.  The  duty 
was  not  really  done  away  with  until 
1869,  but  if  it  had  been  of  the  character 
described  by  right  hon.  and  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  it  would  have  been 
abolished  long  before  that.  I  beUeve  all 
this  hue  and  cry  to  be  a  false  agitation, 
and  one  which  will  not  carry  conviction 
to  the  minds  of  the  people  when  the 
question  is  thoroughly  understood  in 
the  country.  It  is  true  that  in  certain 
instances  bakers  have  raised  their  prices, 
and  wheat  has  gone  up  Is.  or  Is.  6d  ; 
but  what  does  that  prove  ?  Merely  that 
we  are  very  short  of  foodstuffs,  which  is 
8<'  far  unfortunate  for  the  Government, 
and  that  if  you  propose  any  tax  whatever 
bearing  on  the  food  of  the  people  there 
must  be  an  agitation  in  the  trade  affected, 
and  prices  will  go  up. 

It  nas  not  been  suggested  with  any  force 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
could  have  proposed  any  other  tax.  He 
had  already  dealt  with  coal  and  sugar, 
and  he  was  justly  unwilling  to  increase 
the  tax  on  tea  or  tobacco,  beer  or  spirits. 
Had  he  put,  as  many  Members  urged 
him  to  do,  any  further  tax  on  sugar, 
Working  men  would  have  had  to  pay 
40  per  cent  instead  of  20  per  cent  on 
that  article.  Surely  that  is  of  far 
n)ore  consequence  to  the  working   men 

Sir  Mark  Stewart, 


than  ^d.  on  a  41b.  loaf.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  when  trade  resumes  its 
ordinary  position  you  will  find  there  is 
veiT  little  increase  in  the  price  of  the 
loaf.  I  am  not  the  least  afraid  on  this 
question,  even  supposing  there  should  be 
an  election  tomorrow.  Although  the 
farmers  will  not  benefit  much  by  it,  they 
will  see,  at  all  events,  that  it  is  only  just 
that  a  part  of  the  enormous  taxation  of 
the  country  should  be  raised  in  the  manner 
proposed. 

I  wish  some  distinction  could  be  made 
with  regard  to  our  colonies.    If  they  could 
be  freed  in  some  measure  from  even  this 
small  impost,  it  would  serve  to  strengthen 
the  bonds  of  sympathy  which  have  grown 
up  of  late  years  between  the  mother  coun- 
try and  her  colonies ;  and  it  would  do  a 
,  lot  of  good  in  more  firmly  uniting  the 
component  parts  of  this  great  Empire. 
>  By  the  adoption  of  some  such  principle, 
.  the  Government  would  have  a  power  of 
I  reciprocity  by  which  they  could  counter- 
act some  of  the  prevaihng  imposts  levied 
by  foreign  Powers. 

I  I  should  like  to  say  another  word  on  the 
,  question  of  feeding-stuffs.  I  am  not  much 
afraid  of  this  8s.  4d.  I  think  we  should 
still  be  able  to  compete  with  foreign 
nations  in  the  raising  of  meat.  If  due 
precaution  is  taken  to  tax  only  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  secure  a  fair 
amount  of  taxation,  I  think  the  country 
will  be  more  satisfied  with  this,  as  a  fair 
tax  which  presses  most  lightly  on  every 
class,  than  with  another  penny  on  the  in- 
come tax,  which  already  grinds  down 
many  a  humble  home,  reducing  the  in- 
mates to  difficulties.  I  trust  the  Grovem- 
ment  will  obtain  a  large  majority  on  this 
question — not  because  it  is  a  question  of 
Protection,  but  because  it  is  simply  the 
registration  of  com,  which  I  and  many 
I  others  have  looked  forward  to  as  being  a 
very  good  and  usefid  tax. 


(7.22.)  Mr,  KEARLEY  (Devonport) : 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  intro- 
ducing the  Budget,  told  us  that  his  ideal 
was  to  find  a  tax  which  would  yield  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  without  caus- 
ing any  great  inconvenience  to  tnwle  or 
the  community  genemlly.  We  remem^>er 
the  cheer  with  which  this  particular  pnv 
posal  was  received  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Central  Sheffield.  That  cheer  was  taken 
to  mean  that  the  proposal  would  involve 
the  taxation  of  a  number  of  articles ;  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  rejected  the 


997 


Ways  and  Mernu^^  {22  APRIL  1902} 


ReporL 


998 


idea,   and,   in  support  of  his  rejection,  1  added  last  night.    I  do  not  know  whether 


called  in  the  wisdom  of  two  of  his  great 
predecessors,  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Sir 
Kobert  PeeL  But  what  did  che  right  hon. 
Gentleman  do  %  He  immediately  selected 
an  impost  that  taxes  all  sorts  of  articles, 
small  and  large  together,  and  that  is  where 
he  claims  to  be  imitating  Mr.  Gladstone 
and  Sir  Robert  Peel.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  introduced  the  tax,  the 


that  is  so,  but  if  he  is  going  to  include 
all  grains  under  Class  I.,  certainly  millet 
ought  to  be  included.  Then  there  ia 
canary  seed,  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
represents  a  large  amount  in  bulk,  though^ 
as  I  shall  presently  prove,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  included  taxes  which  can 
only  be  described  as  mean,  using  the 
word  in  the  sense  that  they  are  insig- 


impression  left  on  our  minds  was  that  it    nificant.     In  Class  II.,  which  deals  with 


was  purely  a  grain  tax.     The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  his  speech  did  not 
make    it    clear    that  these  multifarious 
articles  were  to  come  within  his  net     It 
will  be  found  that  the  Resolution  embraces 
all  starchv  substances  used  as  articles  of 
food.      That  I  believe  to  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cho<iuor,  but  he  has  cone  much  beyond 
that.     We  ought  to  know  the  principle 
upon  which  this  tax  is  imposed — or  has 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  abandoned  all 
principle  ?     It  cannot  be  argued  that  Mr. 
Lowe  scheduled  these  articles,  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  included  many 
articles  which  Mr.  Lowe  did  not  contem- 
plate at  all.     But,  even  supposing  it  was 
Mr.  Lowe's  schedule,  that  was  merely  a 
remnant  from  the  bad  old  times   when 
taxes  were  put  on  without  discrimination, 
and    without    knowing  the  effect    they 
would  have.     It  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
stated  upon  what  principle  this  tax  is  to 
be  levied. 

I  wish  briefly,  but  completely,  to  show 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Elxchequer  is 
acting  this  year  precisely  as  he  acted  last 
year.  He  has  not  taken  pains  to  investi- 
gate what  the  effect  of  these  duties  is 
Sing  to  be,  or  where  their  incidence  will 
1.  He  has  not  been  well  informed  as 
to  his  case.  Last  year  we  had  extra- 
ordinary anomalies  cropping  up,  many  of 
which  were  rectified  in  Committee.  Now, 
at  the  very  outset,  before  the  Bill  has 
been  introduced,  we  have  had  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  relinquishing  one  of  nis 
positions.  He  admits  he  nas  made  a 
mistake  as  regards  offal,  and  has  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  diminishing  the 
duty  from  5d.  to  3d.  The  knowledge  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard  to 
this  tax  is  imperfect,  as  it  was  in  regard 
to  the  sugar  duty  of  last  year.  In  the 
first  place,  in  the  classification  of  grain. 
Class  L,  he  has  not  included  in  his 
schedule  articles  which  ought  to  be  in- 
cluded. For  example,  there  is  millet, 
though  I  heard  this  morning  that  it  was 


starchy    food    substances,    he    has    also 
omitted  many  articles  which  ought  to  be 
included.       For    example,    he    includes 
potato  starch,  but  there  is  no  duty  on 
imported  potatoes.     Hon.  Members  may 
think   the  importation    of    potatoes    an 
insignificant  item,   but    I    find    that   it 
amounts  to  7,000,000  cwt.  in  the  year. 
Then,  pepper  contains  an  enormous  per- 
centage of  starch — as  much  as  66  per 
cent.,  while  ginger  contains  from  65  to 
75  per  cent.    Can  anybody  say  that  these 
are  not  foods  1    In  Section  26  of  the  Act 
of  1899  there  is  given  a  legal  definition 
of  **  food,"  and  it  is  there  laid  down  that 
any  substance  used  in  the  preparation  of 
foods  comes  within  the  definition.     This 
tax  is  intended   to  include  all  starchy 
food  substances,  and  yet   those  articles 
which     I     have     named     are     omitted. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  manifestly  includes 
many  articles  which  are    not    starchy 
food  product!,  and  which  are  not  food 
at  alL    Take  the  article  of  locust  beans, 
referred  to   by  the  right  hon.   Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  Forest   of   Dean. 
Locust    beans    are    nearly    all    sugary 
material,  and  they  are  made  into  feed 
ing  stuffs  for  cattla   Again,  this  shows  a 
lack  of  information  on  the  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.    Look  where  this 
policy  will  lead  us  to  one  of  those  days, 
because  we  are  not  going  to  stop  where 
we  are.    Next  year  probably  there  will 
be  some   sort  of  duty   on  butter,  and 
perhaps  the  following  year  we  shall  get 
a  tax  on  milk.    Probably  the  Chancellor 
of  the    Exchequer   will  put  in  his  list 
everything  called  milk,   which  will  in- 
clude milk  of  sulphur  milk  of  lime,  and 
probably  he  will  put  into  the  schedule 
an  article  called    the  milk  of   human 
kindness.    The    right    hon.   Gentleman 
has  taxed  articles  which  are  not  food  at 
all.    There  is  in  the  list  dextrine,  and 
this  article  is  not  a  food.    It  was  starch 
once,  but  so  was  whisky,  and  dextrine  is 
simply  a    substitute    for    gum    arabio. 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  tax 
gum  arabic,  and  I  give  this  as  another 
instance  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  know 
that  little  fish  are  sweet  to  the  National 
Exchequer,  and  anything  he  can  tax  is 
not  beneath  his  notice.  He  has  levied  a 
duty  upon  an  article  called  mannacroup, 
which  is  a  miserable,  wretched  food  which 
Russians  in  time  of  famine  have  to  resort 
to.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  bag  of  this 
article  imported  into  this  country. 
When  there  is  a  serious  famine  in  Russia 
this  mannacroup  forms  the  dietary  to 
which  the  people  are  reduced.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  considers  this  wretched 
food,  as  well  as  dextrine,  as  a  ;fair  article 
upon  which  to  levy  taxation.  All  such 
articles  ought  to  be  beneath  the  notice  of 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
aware  that  the  Germans  living  in  this 
country  are  in  the  habit  of  importing 
foreign- made  bread  If  he  taxes  dextrine, 
why  not  tax  pumpernickel  1 — which,  I 
think,  would  produce  more  revenue  than 
dextrine. 

The     right     hon.     Gentleman     has 
stated    over    and    over    again,    and    I 
think   he  repeated  it  in  his  speech  to- 
night, that  this  tax  will  not  be  felt,  and 
that     the    levying  of   this    £2,500,000 
will   not  be  feH.     All  I  can  say  is  that 
the  country  will  be  most  thankful  to 
any  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who 
can  give  us  some  more  of  that  sort  of 
taxation,  and  who  can  keep  on  imposing 
upon  us  taxes  that  will  not  be  felt     But 
this  is  not  a  tax  which  will  not  be  felt. 
Last  year  we  contested  the  Chancellor  of 
the    Exchequer's     statement    that    the 
sugar  tax    would   not    be  felt,   and   it  | 
was    only    owing    to    exceptional     cir- 
cumstances     in      the     trade     that     it  i 
was   not   felt,  and  no   one  could  argue 
that    that    state    of    things    would     be  \ 
likely  to  continue.     There  have  always  , 
been   great  fluctuations   in  the   price  of  1 
sugar,  and  there  will  be  again ;  and  the  i 
other  taxes  which  have  been  levied  will 
also  be  felt.     My  'right  hon.  friend  has  | 
•suggested  that   this  tax  will  rain  down 
money  from  the  skies  like  manna,  and  he  | 
continues    to    assert    that    there   is   no 
Protection  in  this  tax.     Perhaps  I  may 
be     permitted    to    read    two  telegrams  ^ 
which  have  passed  between  this  country 
and  America  dealing  with  this  tax.     The 
House  well  knows  that  the  importation  of 

Mr.  Kearley. 


flour  from  abroad,  from  our  Colonies,  and 
more     particularly    from    America,     has 
assumed  gigantic  proportions,  and  I  will 
read  a  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  by  some 
of  the  most  important  representatives  of 
the  milling  trade  in  the  United  States. 
[The  hon.  Member  read  two  telegrams.] 
Therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  American 
miller  is  that  this  duty  discriminates  in 
favour  of  the  English  miller  to  the  extent 
of   ejd.  per  sack.     These  millers  would 
be     glad    to     contract     for    supplying 
flour    at     somethiiig    less     than     6|<1, 
per    sack    profit.     That    is    the    extent 
to   which   the   English   miller    is    being 
protected.      Last    year  the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  refused  to  appoint  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  sugar  refining  industry, 
and  this  year  I  accuse  him  of  prot**cting 
the  English  miller  to  the  detriment  of 
the   Colonial   and   American    producers. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  a 
great    deal   to  say  against   Mr.    Lowe's 
decision  when   he  decided  to  withdraw 
this  duty.     I  have  taken  the  two  porta 
of  London   and   Liverpool  in  regaid  to 
rice.     These  two   ports  import   200,000 
tons  of  rice  per  year,  of  which  110,000 
tons  are   re-exported.      The   right   hon. 
Gentleman   does   not  seem  to  have  any 
idea  as  to   the  quantity  of  these  goods 
which  are  re-exported.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman   simply   looks  at   wheat  and 
flour  and  all  sorts  of  subsidiary  articles 
which   are    now    being    taxed    and    re- 
exported,  and   unless   we  give  a  rebate 
upon  some  of  these  articles  I  am  certain 
that  much  of  the  trade  will  pass  away 
from  this  country  altogether. 

We  have  no  doubt  on  this  side  of  the 
House  as  to  where  this  policy  is  leading, 
and  we  see  in  this  proposal  the  beginning 
of  a  renewed  system  of  Protection.  Last 
year  sugar  was  taxed,  and  this  ye^u* 
starchy  material  is  taxed.  Next  year 
possibly  fatty  materials  will  be  taxed,  and 

the  year  after  nitrogenous  materials.  Then 

perhaps  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

having  run  through  the  whole  gamut  of  our 

food  products,  will  turn  his  attention  to 

clothes.     We   are   determine<l    to    fight 

this  Budget,  because  we  consider  that  it 

is  reactionary,  and  I  am  perfectly  certain 

that,    although    the    Chancellor   of    the 

Exchequer  has  told  us  that  the  working 

man  is  proud  of  his  contribution  to  this 

war,  he  will  not  feel  much  pride  when  hi' 

finds  the  price  of  his  bread  is  raised,  and 
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when  he  finds  that  not  only  will  his 
bread  be  taxed  but  sooner  or  later  his 
meat  and  his  clothes  also. 

(7.46.)    Sir     JOHN    ROLLESTON 


contribute  to  the  upkeep  of  the  nation, 
although  in  the  direction  of  Socialism,  yet 
is  yet  a  sound  principle,  which  I  do  not 
think  will  be  objected  to  by  any  section 


(Leicester):  No  one  can  approach  the  ^^^^^^^  community  I  am  aware  that 
consideration  of  the  important  proposals  !  ^^w  tax  will  be  used  in  the  constituencies 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  |  tio  raise  a  cry  against  the  Government, 
without  a  sense  of  great  responsibility,  j  but  I  venture  to  say  that  there  wi«l  be  no 
and  sharing  as  I  do  in  the  representation  I  sincerity  or  reahty  in  it,  and  that  the 
of  a  large  town  composed  for  the  greater  people,  who  are  now  more  educated  and 
part  of  working  people  dependent  upon  |  advanced  every  day,  will  be  able  to 
commerce  for  their  daily  bread  I  can  analyse  for  themselves  and  estimate  at  its 
assure  the  House  that  I  do  not  presume  ,  true  worth  any  agitation  which  may 
40  express  an  opinion  upon  those  proposals  '  froth  up  for  the  moment  in  opposition  to  a 
without  carefuiand  anxious  consideration,  duty  which,  while  contributing  materially 
I  therefore  say  at  once  that  I  am  prepared  both  to  the  normal  and  abnormal  expenses 
to  give  them  hearty  and  cordial  support  of  the  country,  yet  can  do  no  possible 
except  the  increased  tax  upon  cheques  |  harm.  I  can  only  express  the  hope 
which  1  find  to  be  very  irritating  to  my  ,  that  taxes  upon  food  may  not  be  ex- 
constituents.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  enter  i  tended  in  that  direction,  but  rather  in 
into  details.  I  will  confine  the  few  the  direction,  if  revenue  is  wanted,  of 
brief  observations  I  have  to  make  to  taxes  upon  imported  manufacturcH,  which 
general  principles.  offer  a  fertile   field   for    Chancellors    of 

My  hon.  colleague  whoshares  with  me  ^•'^  Exche.,uer  in  future, 
the  Tr presentation  of  Leicester  accused  I  was  very  much  interested,  and  no 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  one  could  help  l)eing  interested,  in 
want  of  originality  in  his  Budget,  hearing  the  speech  last  week  of  the 
My  view  is  that  this  Budget,  and  also  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham,  in  which  he 
Budget  of  lai?t  year,  show  very  great  <luote(l  figiu-es  showing  the  progress 
originality  indeed,  both  in  the  adaptation  of  our  national  expenditure,  and,  so 
of  the  principle  that  the  groundwork  of  ^ar  as  he  indicated  the  desirability 
taxation  must  be  considerably  jvidened,  of  our  gt'tting  the  l>est  value  for  our 
and  as  indicating  that  this  country  must  money  and  the  preventmg  of  waste,  his 
look  in  the  future  for  the  vast  revenue  suggestion  was  one  which,  in  my  opinion, 
we  now  need  to  a  considerable  extension  '^  ^^*^  ''*^,'*^^  attention,  but  I  am  unable 
of  our  system  of  tariff  for  revenue  ^  *^^^^  ^^'^^  economy,  oreven  frugality 
purposes.  I  could  have  wished  my-  °^*^*"^  necessarily  the  cutting  down  of 
seU  to  see  that  groundwork  extended  in  f^P«n««/-  Our  Navy  is  an  instance  of 
the  direction  of  imported  manufactures,  ^^*^-  I"  ^3^  ^^»«^'  ^*»«  ^^1"^^^^  ^^"  "f  ^ 
forwhich  there  is  amplescope,  rather  than    T"^  f""^   "^^''^   an   ample   revenue   for 

of  food  stuffs  :  but  this  duty  on  corn  and    t"""         "''P^'''"'      w     ""^  w'.""' 

/,        .  II  *u  *  f  J        *  *.u-  1    *      11    down   in  anv  way.     We    nave   a  better 

flourissosmaUthatldonotthmkitwiU    ^^^^^^j     ^^  ,^  l^^  ^   ^^y^^^  ^^^^^^^j 

injure  anyone  wfiat<ver.  I  do  not  think  ^^  reciuirement  altogether.  For  instance, 
that  It  will  raise  the  price  to  the  con-  i  ^^ink  that  all  parties  are  agreed  that 
sumer  in  any  way,  and  he  will  not  know  ;  ^j^i  j^  ^^ionXd  have  a  weekly 

that  It  IS  there  at  all  It  is  quite  possible  pittance  from  the  State,  but  everyone 
that  the  pnce  of  wheat  may  rise  from  gi^^^g  the  question  of  cost.  In  mv  opinion, 
other  causes;  there  IS  plenty  of  room  for  expenditure  in  this  case  would  be  true 
It;  but  It  will  not  be  because  of  the  economv.  There  is  nothing  so  stimulating, 
registration  duty,  which  is  to  be  charged  nothing  so  preservative  of  mental  and 
to  the  foreign  exporter.  I  conclude,  bodily  vigour,  as  the  a>*surance  that  abject 
therefore,  that  this  tax,  which  is  expected  poverty  is  not  necessarily  the  aceom- 
to  produce  £J,650,000,  is  not  one  which  paniment  of  declining  years,  and  I  believe 
will  have  the  effect  of  raising  the  price,  that  this  assurance  on  the  part  of  the 
But  even  if  it  should  raise  the  price  in  a  t  State  to  its  working  people  woidd  not 
small  degree,  which  I  believe  it  will  not,  .  tend  to  produce  a  thriftless  race,  but  rather 
it  will  still  be  a  fair  tax  under  the  cir- '  a  more  vigorous,  a  more  hopeful  and 
cumstances.  The  principle  that  all  should    ambitious  people.     I  do  not  \yU\\  to  argue 


1 003  JFays  amd  Means—  {  COMMONS } 


Eepcrt, 


1004 


the  question,  but  only  to  mention  it  to 
illustrate  my  argument  that  a  very  much 
larger  revenue  will  be  needed  in  future. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  quoted 
figures,  and  I  think  there  are  other  sets 
of  figures  which  are  equally  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  the  House.  I  believe 
that  fifty  years  ago  we  imported  manu- 
factures to  the  extent  of  ^20,000,000 
annually ;  today  we  import  something 
like  £110,000,000  annually.  It  is  this 
which  offers  a  great  resource  in  this 
country,  which  I  hope  Chancellors  of 
the  Exchequer  will  not  hesitate  to  cul- 
tivate in  future.  We  have  an  object  lesson 
in  our  own  Empire.  The  last  time  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  sat  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  India  was  in  sore  need  of 
money,  and  what  expedient  did  they  resort 
to  1  Not  to  the  taxation  of  ground  values, 
or  such  fancy  expedients  as  that,  but 
they  put  on  import  duties  all  along  the 
line,  and  the  result  has  been  most  success- 
ful, because  India  has  had  magnificent 
surpluses  in  consequence.  Although  the 
duties  are  largely  paid  by  the  exporters 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  we  have  not 
heard  much  grumbling  about  them,  and 
yet  the  time  is  approaching  when  the 
Secretary  for  India  will  be  asked  to 
remove  those  taxes,  which  are  a  hindrance 
to  our  trade.  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  cannot  express  disapproval  of 
our  system  of  tariffs  for  revenue  purposes. 
That  would  be  a  misnomer  in  the  case 
of  the  boot  and' shoe  trade,  with  regard 
to  which  the  tax  operates 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  confine  himself  to  the  corn 
and  flour  duties. 

♦Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  :  I  was  only 
referring  to  the  system  of  tariffs  for 
revenue  purposes.  I  hope  that  it  will 
not  be  contended  that  when  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  hurts  our  own  exporters  it  is 
right  in  piinciple ;  and  that  when  it 
might  do  them  some  good  it  is  wron^. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  by  their 
action  in  India  the  Liberal  Party  have 
driven  a  nail  into  the  coffin  of  Free  Trade, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
— unconsciously,  perhaps,  and  uninten- 
tionally— has  assisted  in  the  preparations 
for  the  burial  of  that  policy,  which  appears 
to  be  beginning  to  aie  slowly  a  natural 
death,  and  Sir  Robert  Giffen  has  done 
more  than  any  living  person  to  attract 
the  approval  of  the  country  to  his  pro- 

Sir  John  Rolkskn. 


posals.  For  what  they  have  done  in  that 
direction  that  great  Party  opposite,  and 
these  eminent  Gentlemen,  in  these  fits  of 
absence  of  mind,  have,  in  my  opinion^ 
earned  the  thanks  of  the  country,  to  which 
I,  as  a  humble  member  of  this  House,  beg 
to  give  expression  by  offering  to  the 
financial  proposals  now  before  it  my 
hearty  and  cordial  support. 

♦(7.58.)  Sir  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham, 
Barnard  Castle) :  I  do  not  propose  in  the 
few  remarks  I  have  to  make  to  go  into 
those  questions  which  have  been  nanded 
backward  and  forward  across  the  Table 
as  to  whether  there   is  a  breach  of  Free 
Trade,   or    merely  a   registration  duty. 
My  objection  to  the  tax,  whatever  it  be, 
whether  larger    or    smaller,   is    that    it 
involves    the    principle    of    taxing    the 
greatest  necessity  of  human  life,     ithink 
that  is  an   argument    which    ought    in 
itself  to  have  prevented  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  from  trying  to  impose 
it.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  it  is  only  a 
small  sum  as  compared  with  the  enormous 
expenditure  of  the  country.  It  is  proposed 
to    raise    £2,650,000     by     taxing     this 
necessary  of  life.     I  do  not  think  that 
the  argument  which   has  so  often  been 
used   that  it   will  never  be  felt  is  any 
argument  at  all.      Adam   Smith  and  all 
his  successors  have   laid   it  down    that 
the  consumer  must  pay  the  duty  which 
is  added  to  the  imported  article.      The 
tax  falls  upon  the  very  poorest  classes. 
At  present  twenty-one  persons   are    in 
receipt  of  indoor  or  outdoor    relief  to 
every   1,000  of  the  population,  or  one 
in  fifty  ;  and  above  these  there  is  a  stratum 
who  get  very  little  but  bread  and  lard, 
and  articles  of  that  character,  on  which 
to  keep  life  going.     My  right  hon.  friend 
the   Member   for   East    Wolverhampton 
spoke  of  Mr.  Rowntree's  most  wonderful 
and  excellent  work  of  investigation  into  the 
state  of  the  city  in  which  he  lives.     York 
is  the  centre  of  a  large  railway  organisa- 
tion,  and  in  regard    to   that  city  Mr. 
Eowntree  found  that  30  per  cent  of  the 
whole  population  were  living  in  families 
who  do  not  earn  more    than   lis.   9d. 
per  week,  and  of  that  sum,  if  I  recollect 
the  figures  correctly,   28.    4d.  was  paid 
in   rent.      The  number  of   the  average 
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family  was  4.74.  The  people  were  living  milk  trade  on  a  farm  of  400  acres  by  buying 
almost  entirely  on  bread  and  those  other  these  food  stuffs.  I  also  knew  a  widow 
cheap  articles  to  which  I  have  referred.  He  !  who  started  with  a  200  acre  farm  ;  later 


analysed  this  again,  and  said  he  found 
out  of  the  30  per  cent.  26  per  cent  were 
living  in  this  great  poverty,  on  account 
of  the  death  of  the  breadwinner,  and  22 
per  cent.,  from  the  largeness  of  the  family 
and  the  insufficiency  of  the  wages  earned 
by  the  man  to  maintain  his  family  on 
anything  else  than  a  meagre  diet.  Then 
52  per  cent  of  the  30  per  cent,  had  low 
wages,  through  irregular  work.  Now,  if 
that  happens  in  a  place  like  York,  which  has 
all  the  advantages  of  the  labour  market, 
surelv  it  must  be  the  case  with  the  lower 
stratum  of  the  people  throughout  the 
country. 

I  maintain  that  the  tax  falls  very  heavily 


she  became  tenant  of  two  or  three  farms  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  before 
she  died  she  had  established  her  three 
sons  on  these  farms  ;  and  it  was  all  done 
by  buying  artificial  feeding  stuffs,  because 
otherwise  80  or  90  cows  could  not  be 
kept  on  the  farm  to  supply  neighbouring 
towns  with  milk.  The  quantity  of  maize 
imported  is  51,000,000  cwts.  It  is 
now  to  be  charged  3d.  per  cwt,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  agricultural 
interest  and  many  of  mv  constituents.  I 
oppose  this  tax  much  on  the  grounds 
that  were  stated  by  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  South  Somersetshire  in  the 
most  excellent    speech   with   which    he 

~        the    sake 


on  the  poor  people,  since  it  affects  the  opened  the  debate.  For 
main,  and  in  some  cases,  the  sole,  article  of  I  of  £2,600,000,  the  Government  is  going 
their  diet.  That  at  once  raises  my  great  |  ^  P^^  a  tax  on  the  very  poorest  portion 
objection  to  this  tax.  One  might  have  i  o^  ^^e  community,  and  is  putting  it  on  to 
been  selected  which  would  fall  on  i  ^^^  detnment  of  the  farming  interest, 
people  better  able  to  pay  it     Its  effect  i  ^^1^*^  has  felt  the  low  price  of  com  and 


must  be  to  raise  the  price  of  wheat 
one  shilling  more  per  quarter  than 
the  present  price.  We  should  then  be 
able  to  do  away  with  the  duty  on 
produce  comiijg  from  our  own  Colonies, 
particularly  from  Canada,  one  of  the  most 
loyal  of  them.  In  my  own  district 
the  moorland  farmers  buy  Russian 
oats  and  other  feeding  stuffs ;  and  as  to 
maize,  I  find  in  many  little  shops  in 
Ireland  that  for  every  sack  of  oatmeal 
four  sacks  of  maize  are  sold,  because  the 


other  things  so  materially  in  recent  years. 
I  cannot  help  stating,  in  my  protest 
against  this  tax,  that  it  has  every  dis- 
advantage which  a  tax  can  have,  and  that 
it  will  have  to  be  repealed  some  day, 
because  of  the  injury  that  it  will  inflict  on 
the  people  whom  it  should  be  the  first 
duty  of  the  Grovemmen t  to  protect.  (8. 1 5. ) 

(8.45.)  Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Car- 
marthen, W.) :  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  are  viewed 


iimi  o**civB  ^1  ixiai/.^^  «»i^  ov/*v»,  »^v««o^  v^v.  proposals  01  tne  uovernmeni  are  viewea 
poor  people  cannot  buy  the  more  nourish- .  \^y  ^^t^  country  with  profound  dissatis- 
ing  oatmeal.     Yet  the    maize   and    the  ,  faction,  and  there  is  an  evident  feeling 


Russian  oats  are  going  to  be  taxed.  The 
fact  is  the  Government  are  going  to  break 
the  rules  of  Free  Trade,  and  are  going  to 
impose  a  tax  which  will  be  very  much 
felt  indeed  by  the  very  poorest  portion 
of  the  community,  and  by  the  large 
farming  interest  Poor  people  in  Ireland, 
because  they  could  not  buy  the  more 
nourishing  food  of  oatmeal,  ha<l  been 
driven  to  maize,  which  would  now  be 
taxed.  Fanning  has  been  a  depressed 
industry   for    some   time.     Two  of    the 


of  alarm  at  the  great  and  increasing 
national  expenditure.  I  have  often 
thought  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  outside  have  been  for  a  long  time 
labouring  under  the  erroneous  impression 
that  the  increased  taxation  meant  that 
the  war  was  being  paid  for  in  that  way. 
They  are  now  coming  to  appreciate  that 
it  is  nothing  of  the  kind,  but  that  the 
war  is  being  paid  for  by  loan,  that  if 
peace  came  tomorrow  the  taxation  would 


largest  "Chambers  of  Agriculture  in  the  remain  almost  where  it  is  at  present,  and 
North  of  England  recently  made  rtaurns  that  conseciuently  they  can  look  forward 
to  the  Central  Chamber  showing  that  the  ^o  nothing  except  a  serious  burden  of 
only  prosperous  farmers  are  those  who  have  I  taxation   which   is    beginning    to  press 


moorland  sheep  farms  and  arc  able  to  work 
them  with  the  assistance  of  their  own 
households,  and  those  who   have  turned 


heavily  on  almost  every  class  of  the  com- 
munity.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the 
confusion  of  the  war  expenditure  and 
in 


their  attention  to  the  milk  trade.     I  know  i  the    way    in    which     that    expenditure 
a  tenant  of   my  own  who   has   raised  a  t  has  been  met,  the  people  will  not  forget 

VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Series.]  2  O 


1007 


jraijs  and  Means — 


{COMMONS} 


Report 


IOCS 


one  or  two  facts.  The  first  is,  that 
before  the  war  commenced  there  were 
fat  years,  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  instead  of  having  to  meet  a 
deficit,  had  a  surplus,  but  that,  instead 
of  applying  that  surplus  to  alleviating 
the  burden  of  taxation,  the  Government 
spent  it  in  doles  to  the  classes  who  least 
deserved  them.  Perhaps,  when  the 
farmer  is  paying  a  higher  price  for  his 
feeding-stuffs,  when  men  with  small 
incomes  are  paying  an  increased  income 
tax,  and  when  the  poorest  class  of  all 
are  paying  more  for  their  bread  than 
they  have  done  for  many  years  past, 
then  maybe  they  will  remember  that 
their  money  has  gone  not  towards 
paying  for  a  war  with  which  possibly 
they  agree,  but  to  pay  those  doles  which 
were  handed  out  so  freely  in  the  early 
years  of  the  last  Parliament. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
been  very  anxious  to  make  out  that  this 
tax  on  corn,  grain,  and  flour  has  nothing 
of  a  Protective  chareicter  about  it. 
Strange  to  say,  however,  the  most 
rapturous  applause  which  greeted  his 
proposal  came  from  a  body  of  gentlemen 
about  whose  opinions  we,  in  this  House, 
have  no  doubt.  They,  at  any  rate,  to  their 
cfedit  be  it  said,  have  never  concealed 
their  opinions  with  regard  to  Protection. 
In  season  and  out  of  season  they  have 
advocated  a  return  to  that  system,  and 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated 
that  he  was  going  to  tax  com  they 
greeted  the  statement  with  rapturous 
applause.  And  they  were  entitled  so  to 
do.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  their 
political  views,  but  I  admire  the  pluck 
and  persistency  with  which  they  have 
carried  on  their  cause,  and  they,  at  any 
rate,  felt,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  his  statement,  that  up  to  that 
point  they  had  won  the.day.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  objects  to  any 
reference  to  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge 
as  far  as  Protection  is  concerned.  But 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  referred 
know  perfectly  well  that,  though  this  is 
a  small  thing  now,  it  is  an  instalment  in 
the  direction  they  advocate,  and  I  very 
much  mistake  their  calibre  if  they  do  not 
take  great  care,  by  bringing  all  the  pres- 
sure they  can  on  the  Government — and 
they  have  considerable  influence — that 
this  lilth  wodge  should  be  driven  in  a 

Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan. 


good     many    pegs    before    they    have 
finished. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  poor  people 
will  not  suffer — that  this  is  one  of  those 
wonderful  taxes  by  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  will  raise  some  miUioiii 
of  money  without  anybody  knowing 
where  the  money  comes  from.  There  is 
one  class,  however,  who  are  bound  to 
be  affected  by  this  tax,  viz.,  the  agri- 
cultural class.  It  may  be  that  the  tax 
is  not  a  heavy  one,  but  it  means  that 
they  will  have  to  pay  more  than  they 
did  before.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  today,  that  so  far  as  grain  offal  was 
concerned  he  would  be  prepared  at  the 
proper  time  to  move  the  reduction  of 
the  tax  from  5d.  to  3d.  As  one  repre- 
senting an  agricultural  constituency,  I 
heard  that  pronouncement  with  much 
pleasure.  I  hope  he  will  give  the  matter 
further  consideration,  and  in  a  short 
time  be  able  to  state  that,  in  view  of  the 
condition  of  agriculture,  he  is  not  justified 
in  imposing  any  additional  taxation  on 
the  farmers.  If  he  is  correctly  reported, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Aberdeen  stated  last  night 
that  the  main  opposition  to  this  proposal 
would  probably  come  from  the  agricul- 
tural classes.  I  think  he  is  right.  The 
British  farmer  has  had  the  greatest 
possible  difficulty  to  meet  his  liabuities  of 
late  years.  I  know  it  is  fashionable  in 
these  days  to  say  that  farmers  are  much 
better  off  than  they  used  to  be.  I  do  not 
assent  to  that  view.  They  may  not  be 
quite  so  badly  off  as  they  were  some 
years  ago,  but  the  condition  of  the 
ordinary  farmer  today  is  anjrthing  but 
satisfactory.  To  impose  upon  him  an 
additional  burden  seems  to  me  to  be 
doing  him  a  wrong.  One  cannot  spend 
his  life  in  an  agricultural  district  without 
knowing  the  great  difiicolties  which 
farmers  have  to  meet  their  liabilities.  One 
of  the  greatest  difficulties  with  which  they 
have  to  deal  is  foreign  competition,  as 
well  as  the  railway  rates.  I  would  not 
be  in  order  in  referring  to  the  question 
of  railway  rates,  but  it  goes  almost  to 
the  root  of  the  agricultural  diflScultv  in 
tlus  country.  But  apart  from  that, 
there  is  the  difficulty  of  foreign  com- 
petition. What  is  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  doing  by  proposing  this  tax 
of  dd.  on  grain  t  The  prineipalcountries 
with  which  the  farmer  has  to  ^onUxoA^ 
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80  far  as  competition  is  concerned,  are 
Holland,  Denmark,  and  Belgium.  In 
each  of  those  countries  there  is  no  tax 
whatever  on  offaL  Therefore,  while, 
even  at  the  present  time,  the  farmer  has 
this  increasing  foreign  competition  to 
deal  with,  the  Government,  which  has 
always  prided  itself  on  helping  the  farmer, 
oomes  down  to  the  House  of  Common-i 
and  sajs  that  in  future  they  are  going 
further  to  penalise  the  farmer  instead 
of  helping  mm. 

But  it  is  not  only  in  the  way  I  have 
]X)inted  out  that  the  Government  injures 
the  farmer.  This  proposal  hits  the 
farmer  all  round.  I  am  not  dealing  with 
the  corn  farmer  in  Kent,  Berkshire, 
Surrey,  and  the  home  counties.  I 
admit  at  once  that  they  are  bound  to 
get  some  advantage  out  of  this  tax.  But 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  great 
mass  of  farmers  in  this  country  are  not 
corn  farmers.  There  are  a  certain 
number  of  large  farmers  who  are  corn- 
farmers,  but  the  great  maas  of  the  small 
farmers  have  very  little  to  do  with  corn. 
If  you  go  down  to  the  Western  counties 
of  South  Wales,  which  are  purely 
agricultural  counties,  you  will  nnd  a 
great  many  farmers — I  should  not  Hke 
to  say  the  majority — grow  no  corn  at 
alL  What  are  you  doing  for  these  men  ? 
You  are  penalising  them  so  far  as  their 
feeding  stuffs  are  concerned;  you 
are  penalising  them  for  every  ounce  of 
flour  and  grain  that  they  have  for  use 
in  their  farms  and  for  the  food  of  their 
stock.  There  is  nothing  done  for  them ; 
everjrthing  is  done  against  them.  As 
for  the  labourer,  the  proposal  does  not 
profess  to  do  anything  for  him.  The 
area  of  arable  land  in  this  country  has 
been  steadily  going  down.  It  has 
diminished  from  9,500,000  acres  in  1872 
to  7,335,000  in  1900 ;  and  in  the  same 
period  in  which  there  has  been  a  great 
diminution  of  the  corn-growing  area 
there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the 
p^rass  area,  the  figures  being  12,500,000 
areas  in  1872,  and  16,750,000  in  1900. 
The  Gkjvemment  will  therefore  see  the 
serious  injury  they  are  inflicting  on  this 
class.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  it 
is  a  small  amount,  but  it  is  the  last  straw 
that  breaks  the  camel's  back.  I  have  had 
many  opportunities  of  conversing  with 
farmers,  and  I  have  been  surprised  at  the 
sums  of  money  which  they  consider  to  be 


substantial  I  will  give  one  illustration ; 
it  is  of  a  somewhat  personal  character, 
but  it  will  describe  what  I  mean.  A 
farmer  came  to  me  some  years  ago  and 
said  his  farm  was  to  be  sold.  He  was  in 
a  very  uneasy  state  about  it.  He  had 
worked  hard  on  the  farm,  and  wanted,  if 
he  could  get  assistance,  to  buy  it.  I 
asked  how  much  his  rent  was,  and  he 
said  it  was  £65  a  year,  but  it  was  too 
high.  I  asked  him  to  what  extent  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  reduced,  and  said, 
"What  would  you  say  to  a  £10  reduc- 
tion ? "  "  Oh,  no,"  he  said,  "  if  I  could 
get  a  reduction  of  £4  or  £5  I  would  be 
satisfied."  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
see  that  a  very  small  sum  of  money  to 
that  class  of  man  is  a  considerable  sum. 

1  hope  the  Government  will  consider  the 
total  withdrawal  of  this  tax  so  far  as  it 
refers  to  corn,  or  food,  or  food  stuffs  for 
cattle.  I  agree  with  the  statement  that 
a  larger  contribution  should  be  made  out 
of  current  revenue  to  meet  the  war 
expenditure.  I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment have  gone  far  enough  in  that 
direction.  I  feel  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment that  every  class  of  the  community 
should  contribute  to  the  war  according 
to  their  ability  to  pay,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  think  it  is  quite  right  that  the 
consequences  of  heavy  national  expendi- 
ture should  be  brought  home  to  the 
greatest  possible  number  of  people.  I 
cannot  agree  with  this  tax  on  com,  because 
I  believe  it  is  a  duty  which  will  hit  the 
very  poorest  of  the  poor,  and  it  will  hit 
severely  that  class  who  have  a  constant 
daily  struggle  to  supply  themselves  with 
the  absolute  necessaries  of  life.  I  regard  as 
a  pure  Protectionist  fallacy  the  statement 
that  this  tax  is  so  small  that  nobody  will 
be  affected  bv  it,  and  that  it  will  not 
injure  anybody.  In  my  judgment,  the 
consumer  in  the  long  run  is  bound  to  pay 
for  it,  and  so  far  as  one  can  judge  tnat 
run  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  a  very 
long  run  in  this  case.  I  read  in  one  of 
the  daily  papers  the  statement  of  a  baker 
as  to  the  absolute  impossibility  of  bakers 
continuing  to  supply  bread  at  the  same 
price,  and  he  said — 

"  Is  it  reasonable  that  the  bakers  are  going 
to  supply  the  Government  with  £2,500,000?" 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  man  was  taHdniB^ 
sound  common  sense.  The  consumer  will 
have  to  pay  in  the  long  run,  and  it  is 
because  this  tax  will  fall  upon  the  poorest 
classes  of  the  community,  as  well  as  on 
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the  small  tenant  farmers  whom  I  represent, 
that  I  propose  at  every  stage  of  these 
proposals  to  offer  my  strongest  oppo- 
sition. 

♦(9.4.)  MR.GARDNER  (Berkshire.  Wok- 
ingham) :  I  desire  to  express  my  general 
approval  of  the  proposals  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  As  well  as 
to  Members  opposite,  this  particular 
tax  is  unwelcome  to  me  :  so  are  most 
taxes,  and  most  certainly  new  ones; 
but  I  have  to  remember  that,  as  well  as 
direct  taxation,  indirect,  too,  is  necessary 
to  the  finances  of  the  country,  and  the 
question  is — Which  is  the  least  unwel- 
come 1  and  I  support  the  choice  of  the 
Chancellor  in  this  matter.  Much  con- 
troversy appears  to  rage  around  the 
question  as  to  upon  whom  the  flour  tax 
will  fall.  Hon.  Members  opposite  con- 
tend that  the  tax  will  fall  upon  the 
consumer.  I  agree  that  it  will  to  the 
extent  of  the  tax.  If  I  may  say  so 
without  offence  it  appears  to  me  contrary 
to  common  sense  to  endeavour  to  main- 
tain otherwise  ;  but  are  hon.  Members 
and  their  friends  dealing  quite  fairly 
with  this  question  ?  A  manifesto  of  the 
Cobden  Club,  signed  by  Lord  Welby, 
declares  that — 

••  The  price  of  home-grown  grain  will  be 
increased  proportionately,  and  will  add  half 
as  much  ag^in  to  the  impost  a^  it  affects  the 
people.  Tbn8  ovly  two-thirds  of  the  total  tax 
will  reach  the  Exchequer.  The  total  charge 
on  the  people  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than 
£4,000,000." 

I  do  not  appreciate  the  reasoning,  and 
I  think  it  fallacious,  misleading.  To 
consumers,  bread  will  increase  in  price 
to  the  extent  of  the  tax  on  flour,  modi- 
fied, in  my  opinion,  by  the  influence 
which  the  untaxed  English  wheat  may 
have.  I  admit  this  latter  factor  to  be 
obscure,  but  even  without  it  the  tax 
amounts  to  half  a  farthing  on  a  41b. 
loaf;  or,  in  case  the  influence  of  un- 
taxed English  wheat  has  the  effect  I 
attribute  to  it,  one-third  of  a  farthing 
on  the  4lb.  loaf.  And  this  fraction  of  a 
farthing  can,  over  a  length  of  time,  be 
paid  to  its  fraction  thus :  that  no  baker 
raises  his  price  of  bread  on  Is.  a  sack,  or 
on  28.,  and  very  few  on  Ss.,  but  always 
on  48.,  and  then  to  the  extent  of  Jd. 
on  the  41b.  loaf.  This  tax  will  simply 
accelerate  a  rise  or  delay  a  fall  in  price. 
I  admit  that  the  burden  is  on  the  con- 
sumer, but  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be 

Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan, 


resented  by  any,  however  poor,  in   this 
time  of  financial  necessitv. 

There  is  the  case  of  the  farmer.  In 
some  directions  he  will,  no  doubt,  }>e 
hit.  In  feeding  stuffs  and  foreign 
corn  he  will  suffer,  and  in  the  matter 
of  wheat  offal.  In  the  latter  there 
is  a  case,  I  think,  for  consideration, 
for  the  5d.  a  cwt  on  flour  covers  in 
relation  to  wheat  at  3d.  a  cwt.  not  onlv 
the  flour  but  the  offal  derived  from  wheat 
necessary  to  produce  the  flour.  I  there- 
fore submit  that  wheat  offal  at  any  rate 
should  be  admitted  duty  free.  But  to 
these  taxpayers  are  there  no  compensa- 
tions ?  The  farmer  is  hit  by  the  tax  on 
some  com  and  feeding  stuffs,  but  he  will 
or  should  gain  by  the  tax  on  flour,  and  in 
my  opinion  the  one  about  balances  the 
other.  To  the  working  classes  there 
would  be,  could  it  be  brought  about,  both 
in  town  and  country,  much  benefit  by  the 
keeping  going  and  setting  going  again  of 
the  small  country  mills.  I  much  fear  the 
time  has  gone  by ;  this  tax  twenty  years 
ago  might  have  been  of  benefit  in  this 
direction.  Gould  it  now  have  the  effect, 
young  men  would  be,  to  some  extent 
!  at  any  rate,  kept  from  crowding  into 
I  towns.  The  movement  from  country  to 
town  is  caused  not  only  by  shortness  of 
emplojTnent,  but  by  a  want  of  variety. 
In  any  purely  agricultural  district, 
should  any  young  man  quarrel  with  his 
employer  or  his  work,  movement  into  a 
town  is  his  only  alternative.  With  the 
country  mills  again  in  full  work,  some 
opportunity  is  given  to  vary  his  occupa- 
tion, and  stay  in  his  own  village,  and 
though  I  admit  the  remedy  in  this 
direction  to  be  only  small,  I  believe  the 
case  impossible  to  be  dealt  with  by  any 
one  large  measure,  but  rather  so  by  many 
small  ones.  I  represent  a  constituency 
comprising  much  of  agriculture  and  many 
of  the  working  classes,  and  have  no  fe^ir 
of  being  able  to  defend  this  tax  on  com 
and  flour  in  a  time  of  difficulty  in  which 
I  think  the  Grovemment  are  entitled  to 
our  support. 

♦(9.16.)  Mr.  REA  (Gloucester) :  I  rise  to 
oppose  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  com. 
not  as  an  undiscriminating  opponent  of  all 
proposals  of  taxation  that  are  made,  or 
could  be  made,  by  His  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment. We  have  got  to  pay  for  the  war, 
and  I  have  never  refused  to  vote  for  anv 
of  the  vast  demands  that  have  been  made 
upon  us  for  carrying  it  on.    More  than 
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this,  I  have  been  among  those  who 
criticise  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  hb  timidity  in  the  matter  of  taxation 
and  his  courage  in  the  matter  of  borrow- 
ing. I  have  voted  for  the  increases  of 
the  income  tax,  and  if  he  had  proposed 
double  these  increases,  I  should  have 
supported  him.  I  have  voted  for  the 
new  stamp  duty,  although  I  consider  it 
H  bad  tax.  But  the  sugar  tax  last  year 
I  opposed,  and  more  strongly  still  I 
op])ose  the  revival  of  the  corn  duty. 
I  oppose  them  because  I  regard  them 
both  as  excessive  demands  upon  the 
people,  not  the  people  as  a  whole,  not  on 
the  prosperous  artisan  and  the  small 
tradesman,  but  on  the  poorest  classes. 

It  is  said  this  war  is  a  national  war. 
It  has  the  support  of  all  classes — of  the 
man  in  the  street,  the  man  in  the  work- 
shop, the   man   in   the  mine — and   they 
ought  to  pay  their  share,  I  agree.     But 
what  is  their  fair  share  ?     What  is   the 
fair  share  of  the  third  of  the  population 
of  these  islands,  which  live  all  their  days 
l>elow  the  poverty  line,  people  who  have 
not  a  sufficient  income  to  maintain  them 
in    fit    physical    condition    for    efficient 
labour.     Men,  women,  and  children  who 
are  always  hungry,  and  who  cannot  be 
reached  by  taxation,  except  by  reducing 
still  further  their  scanty  breakfast,  which 
is  also  their  dinner    and    their    supper 
-  -bread,  sugar,  in  one  of  its  forms,  and 
tea ;   taxed  tea,  taxed  sugar,  and  taxed 
bread,  that  is  all.     To  these  people  the 
indulgence  in  the  extravagance  of  a  half- 
penny paper,  or  a  rare  pennv  stamp  for  a 
letter,  reduces  the  children  s  food.     For 
it    is    when   a  family   rises    to    humble 
luxuries,    when   it  can  indulge   in   meat 
and  fish,  vegetables  and  fruit,  butter  and 
milk,     it    nses    to     free     and     untaxed 
food.       What    is     the    fair     share     for 
these    unfortunate    people  1      Surely   no 
one   in    this   House   will   maintain   that 
these   people    should    pay   out   of    their 
life-blood   as    we   in  this  House   should 
pay  out  of  our  superfluities  and  luxuries, 
but  by  the  last  Budget,  this— and  much 
more  than  this — has  l)een  demanded  of 
them,   for  these  people    not  only   con- 
sume  nothing  but    these   heavily  taxed 
articles,   but  they   consume  the  bulk  of 
these  articles.     Per  head,  their  consump- 
tion   is   far  greater   than    that    of    the 
average   Member  of   this  House :     little 
bread    and    no    sugar   is  probably    our 
portion.     Out  of  all    proportion  to  the 
average  of  the  whole  nation  per  head  is  the 


consumption  of  com  and  sugar  by  the  poor. 
In  this  bottom  stratum  of  society  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  found 
his  'Hhick  seam,"  his  **  bonanza."  He  is 
broadening  the  base  of  taxation,  and  this 
is  the  basis  of  the  new  finance.  I  must 
consider  the  taxes  on  com  and  sugar 
together,  for  they  are  the  same  tax  as  far 
as  the  payers  are  concerned.  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouth  that  in 
taxing  sugar  you  were  taxing  the  comfort 
of  the  poor  only,  and  that  now  you  are 
taxing  their  necessities.  When  you  taxed 
sugar,  you  taxed  the  most  important 
article  of  their  food,  and  physiologically, 
I  believe,  the  most  valuable  except  com 
only.  It  is  more  to  them  than  meat  or 
fish,  vegetables  or  fruit,  butter  or  eggs — 
for  those  to  them  are  rare  luxuries.  The 
poor,  the  really  poor — a  third  of  our 
population—  live  on  bread  and  sugar  (with 
sugar  I  include  treacle  and  jam)  and  tea. 
Probably  jam  is,  at  this  moment,  the 
cheapest  food,  calculating  its  efiective 
food  value,  the  poor  can  buy.  The  value 
of  sugar  as  food  has  been  demonstrated 
by  careful  experiments  in  the  Italian  and 
German  armies. 

♦Mr.   speaker  :    The  discussion   of 
the  sugar  tax  is  not  in  order  at  present. 

*Mr.  REA  :  I  was  maintaining  that  the 
same  classes  are  afiected  by  the  com  and 
the  sugar  taxes.     And  it  is  to  an  income 
wholly  devoted  to  these  items  of  expendi- 
ture the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is 
taking  the   heaviest  toll  of  all.      It  is 
surely  idle  to  argue  that  a  duty  does  not 
increase  the  retail  price,  aa  if  a  tax  were 
not  one  of  the  factors  in  the  cost  that 
determine    price    as  much   as  labour  a 
freight.     It  is  tme  the  glut  of  beetroot 
sugar  in  the  market  last  year  prevented  a 
rise  in  price,  but  it  is  just  as  true  that 
the  duty  prevented  a  fall,  and  it  is  as 
certain   the   poor   have  paid  a  ^   per 
pound  more  for  their  sugar  as  it  is  that 
the    Chancellor    of    the    Exchequer  has 
received  it.     And  it  will  be  the  same  with 
the  com   duty.     Already    the   wholesale 
market  has  responded  with  exact  accuracy. 
The  retail  market  will  respond,  not  with 
exact  accuracy,  but  with  a  retail  profit 
added.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer 
admitted  this  in  the  case  of  beer,  which 
he  is  not  going  to   tax   further,   in   his 
Budget   speech.       It   is   doubtless   more 
difficult  to  add  to  the  retail  price  of  beer 
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'*  sixpenny  " 


than  of  bread;  " fourpenny  "  ale  remains  |  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  called 
"  fourpenny,"  and   "  sixpenny  "  remains   it  a  little  tax*~but  what  did  Mr.  Lowe 

~         -       -  -  ^    ^^^  upon  this  point  1 — 

'*The  only  thing  that  can  besatd  for  it  ii 
that  it  is  a  little  tax.  If,  however,  the  arign- 
ment  that  the  lax,  being  ^mall,  can,  there- 
fore, do  no  barin,  is  to  prevail,  then  I  can  nay 
we  have  ifonnd  the  philosopher's  »toiie  oi 
finance,  because  whatever  may  be  the  difficulty 
of  patting  on  a  good  tax,  nothing  will  be  s«n 
ea«»y  as  putting  on  a  little  tax,  or  a  number  d 
little  taxes." 

But  I  dispute  that  it  is  a  little  tax.  I 
maintain  it  is  a  big  tax,  and,  when  adde»l 
to  the  sugar  duty,  is  a  burden  upon  the 
poorest,  not  only  oppressive,  but  intoler- 
able. Mr.  Lowe,  himself,  showed  it  was 
a  very  big  tax  to  the  really  poor.  For 
what  is  1 J  per  cent,  of  your  income  1  It 
is  an  income  tax  of  more  than  3^  in 
the  pound,  and  the  sugar  tax  may  be 
said  to  be  a  tax  of  at  least  4dL  in 
the  pound  —  that  is,  together,  7^.  in 
the  poor  man's  single  pound  per  week. 
The  measure  meted  out  is  3d.  more 
income  tax  to  ourselves  (for  our  share  of 
these  articles  of  piime  consumption  is  in 
reality  infinitesimal,  and  must  be  put  down 
at  a  small  decimal  of  a  penny) — 3d.,  I  say, 
to  ourselves,  and  more  than  double  this 
tax  on  the  very  humblest  class. 

And  to  reconcile  Members  of  this  House 
to  the  last  penny  on  the  income  tax,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  practi- 
cally pledged  himself  that  the  first 
remission  of  taxation  shall  be  given  t4> 
the  income  tax  payers.  Hon.  Members 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  cheered 
that  announcement  with  unanimity,  just 
as  they  cheered  the  imposition  of  these 
taxes  on  the  special  food  of  the  very  poor. 
I  do  not  doubt  they  would  ch^r  the 
doubling  of  these  taxes.  Their  financial 
prophet  and  teacher  says,  income  tax 
must  go  down  to  6d.,  and  the  **  financial 
basis  of  taxation  enlarged."  The  lart 
part  of  this  policy  has  been  begun,  the 
first  is  promised.  I  have  been  trying  to 
explain  to  the  House  what,  in  my  opinion, 
this  course  means.  In  opposing  this  tax, 
and  that  on  sugar,  I  have  been  pleading 


remams 
But  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  told  us  what  happens 
when  a  beer  tax  is  increased.  What  is 
altered  is  not  the  nominal  price,  but  what 
he  euphemistically  termed  tne  "  gravity" of 
tne  beer.  The  consumer  pays — always, 
pays  generally  more  than  the  tax  and  never 
less.  I  yield  to  no  Member  of  this  House 
in  my  admiration  of  the  ability  of  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but 
even  he  has  yet  to  discover  a  tax  that 
can  be  collected  from  nobody. 

That  the  consumer  will  pay  more  than 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will 
gain,  in  the  case  of  the  com  tax,  which 
is  also  a  Protective  duty,  every  supporter 
of  this  tax  knows  well,  and  that  is  his 
principal  reason  for  supporting  it.  Else 
why  the  exuberant  delight  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Central  Sheffield  and  his 
friends  ?  They  know  it  will  not  only  pay 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  it 
will  pay  others  too.  And  the  poor— 
they  will  not  feel  it — nobody  will  feel  it ! 
This  stale  defence  of  indirect  taxation 
means  only  this,  and  in  the  mouths  of 
those  who  use  it  consciously  means  only 
this — they  will  feel  the  pressure,  but 
they  will  not  know  who  oppresses.  They 
will  feel  the  blow,  but  they  will  not  see 
the  hand  that  deals  it.  It  is  interesting 
to  compare  the  statements  about  this  tax 
made  by  two  different  Chancellors  of 
the  Exchequer.  It  is  true  one  is  putting 
it  on,  and  the  other  was  taking  it  ofi*. 
The  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
says  competition  will  prevent  it  reacning 
the  retail  buyer — in  effect,  that  it  is  not  a 
tax  on  bread  at  all,  but  a  tax  on  bakers. 
What  said  Mr.  Lowe  in  1869  1— 

**  It  has  to  bear  the  profit  of  the  miller,  the 
retailer,  etc.,  before  it  reaches  the  poor  in  the 
form  of  a  loaf.     Why,  it  is  a  kind  or  poll  tax, 

of  which  we  hear  so  much  in  olden  times,  bat 

it  is  graduated  in  a  peculiar  fashion,  because 

it  falls  heariest  upon  the    poorest    oi  yuur 

people.     It  has  be^-n  computed  by  those  who 


have  inquired  into  the  subject  that  if  a  man  '  .i  ^ ^„^^  ^^    .?^  '„«^„  i..,»«ki^of  r.f   t>i*» 

, . .    X     -1     A       *u'      u  *.  u     J       u-  1.    the  cause  of  the   very  numblest  ot   tne 

people  —  people    with    slight    mllueuce 

politically ;  for  even   in    these  days   oi 

extended  franchise,  the  class  I  speak  for 

is   still   politically  the  most  inarticulate. 

They  are    not   the    intelligent    working 

classes,  but  the   unskilled   and  helpless, 

who  yet  number  one  in  three,  and  who 

live  on  bread  and   sugar  and  grain  and 

tea. 


and  his  family  ate  nothing  but  bread — which 
is  the  case  of  the  very  poor  —this  duty  would 
be  equal  to  something  like  an  income  tax  of 
1^  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  means  of  the 
family.  But  if  a  man  rises  in  his  scale  of 
diet,  and  eats  meal,  eggs,  butter,  and  the  like, 
he  then  lives  on  articles  that  are  duty  free, 
and,  therefore,  this  tax  presses  with  its 
greatest  severity  on  the  poor — that  severity 
increasing  in  the  raiio  of  their  poverty." 

Mr.  Eea 
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♦(9.36.)  Mr.  CRIPPS  (Lancashire, 
Btretford) :  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
House  at  any  length,  and  I  hope  I  shall 
not  follow  the  example  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  by  reiterating  ' 
arguments  and  reading  passages  which 
have  already  been  laid  before  the  House 
by  former  speakers,  and  more  particularly 
passages  from  Mr.  Lowe,  which  were  read 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Wolverhampton. 

*Mr,  re  a  :  They  were  not  the  same. 

♦Mr.  CRIPPS :  Now,  Sir,  I  submit  that  I 
the  question  here,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  ; 
whether  the  allegations  made  against  the  \ 
proposals  of  my   right  hon.   friend  the  | 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  can  be  sub- 1 
stantiated  or  not.     Two  allegations  have  ! 
been  made  hero — first,  that   the  duty  is  I 
Protective  in  character,  which  is  an  econo- ' 
mic  question,  and  must  be  approached  on 
economic  grounds ;  and  second — and  this  is 
A  much  more  practical  question — whether 
the  incidence  of  this  tax  will  fall  on  the 
working  classes,  and  especially,  or  particu- 
larly, on  what  has  been  called  the  poorest 
of  the  poor.    I  approach  this  question  as  a 
Free  Trader.  Without  discussing  the  more 
ffeneral  principles  on  which  Free  Trade  has 
been  justified  from  time  to  time,  I  think 
as  regards  the  condition  of  our  English 
industries  Free  Trade  is  absolutely  essen- 
tia], and  while  we  have  the  world-wide  in- 
dustries and  interests  which  we  possess,  and 
while  we  seek  to  become  the  workshop  of 
the  world,  it  is  impossible  to  contemplate 
anything  like  Protective  duties  as  against 
the  principles  of  Free  Trade,  which  have 
prevailed  in  this  country,  to  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  this  country,  for  a  very  great 
number  of  years. 

Now  just  let  us  see  whether  this  is 
a  Protective  duty  or  not.  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  not  a  duty  of  which 
the  object  is  Protection,  or  a  Protective 
duty  within  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term  as  it  was  used  by  the  older  economic 
writers,  even  if  we  go  back  as  far  as  Adam 
Smith.  I  do  not  think  that  even  the 
most  determined  opponent  of  this  duty 
has  suggested  that  this  is  a  Protective  duty 
in  that  sense,  and  that  is  the  true  sense 
in  which  we  ought  to  apply  the  word 
"  Protective."  But  it  is  said  it  is  Protec- 
tive in  another  sense.     It  has  been  stated 


by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Wolverhampton.   He  says  this :  — 

"  Yoa  have  a  Protective  duty  wherever  you 
place  a  duty  on  some  product  which  is  manu- 
tactured  here,  or  which  is  produced  in  this 
country,  vithont  you  have  a  corresponding 
excise  charge  as  regards  that  product  or  manu- 
facture.'* 

That  is  the  test  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  East  Wolverhampton.  First  of  all,  I  de- 
mur to  the  doctrine  that  Free  Trade  brings 
about  any  such  necessary  consequence  as 
regards  our   methods   of  taxation.      Of 
course.  Free  Trade  in  its  wider  sense  is 
based  on  two  principles  with  which  I  am 
thoroughly  in  accord.      First,   it  is  the 
general  doctrine  that  Governments  should 
interfere  as  little  as  possible  ;  with  trade, 
and  from  that  point  of  view  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest   of 
Dean    attacks    the  proposed    duty,    be- 
cause he  thinks  it  will  unduly  interfere 
with  industrial  freedom.      I   think  it  is 
extremely    important     to    extend    Free 
Trade  as    far  as   possible   in    industrial 
directions,  and  that  you  should  restrict 
industries  as    little  as  possible,  but  you 
cannot     carry     out    the     principle     on 
strictly   logical  lines.     The  Free  Trader 
in     that    sense     would    object    to    all 
I  factory     legislation     and     all     sanitary 
legislation,   and  it    is    quite   impossible, 
1  however    we  may   wish  to  interfere  as 
little  as  possible,  io  keep  from  doing  so 
I  altogether.      There  are  certain  necessary 
'  restrictions,  and  the  question  is  whether 
those  restrictions  can  be  justified  or  not. 
What  is  the  other  principle  as  regards  Free 
Trade  1    The  general  doctrine  expressed 
in  its  widest  form,  although  probably  not 
accepted  in  that  form  at  present,  is  that 
apart  from  any  Government  interference 
you  have  got   by   means   of   Free  Trade 
production  under  the  cheapest  conditions. 
Without  interference,  you  have  a  natural 
I  tendency   to  produce  things  when  they 
I  can    be    produced   under    the    cheapest 
j  conditions.      If    I    thought     this     duty 
I  would    interfere   in   any   serious   degree 
with  cheap  production,  I  think  it  would 
come  under   the  category  of  Protective 
duties. 

Now,  can  it  be  said  that  it  attacks 
either  of  those  principles — that  this 
duty  is  in  any  sense  a  Protective  duty  1 
Does  it  interfere  unfairly  as  regards  trade 
restrictions  1  I  Kstened  with  great 
attention  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  1  orest  of  Dean.  Part 
of  his  argument  was  that  he  objected  to 
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this  tax  because  it  would  cause  un- 
necessary interference  and  dislocation  of 
trade.  How  can  he  say  that  a  tax  of 
this  kind  is  an  unnecessary  interference 
with  trade,  or  that  it  is  likely  to  lead 
to  industrial  dislocation  in  the  country  1 
If  you  take  a  test  of  this  kind,  I 
think  a  tax  such  as  is  proposed  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  — 
I  mean  this  particular  duty  called  the 
com  duty — is  as  calculated  to  interfere 
to  a  minimum  extent  with  trade. 
So  far  from  this  being  a  Protectiye 
duty,  in  this  sense  it  is  a  duty  which  in- 
terferes as  little  as  possible  with  indus- 
trial conditions  and  regulations. 

Let  us  consider  for  a  moment  the  other 
point  of  view.  Can  any  man  say  there  is 
the  least  possibility  that  this  tax  will 
lead  to  the  production  of  com  imder  the 
worst  instead  of  the  best  economic  condi- 
tions 1  Is  it  conceivable  that  the  produc- 
tion will  be  interfered  with  at  all  ?  When 
we  get  away  from  those  two  tests,  which 
I  say  are  the  right  tests,  then  we  come 
back  to  consider  the  basis  on  which  we 
ought  to  consider  a  tax  of  this  kind, 
namely,  if  you  have  to  produce  a  revenue, 
which  you  undoubtedly  have  for  the 
purpose  of  a  War  Budget,  is  this 
the  best  expedient  ?  Is  there  any 
other  way  in  which  it  would  be  possible 
to  obtain  it  with  less  friction  or 
less  industrial  dislocation  ?  I  think  it  is 
not  possible  that  you  could  obtain  a  fund 
with  less  industrial  dislocation.  Now,  we 
have  had  two  means  suggested  for  raising 
this  tax,  beer  and  tobacco  ;  but  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer 
has  answered  these  suggestions,  and  there- 
fore I  will  not  refer  to  them.  There  is  a 
very  important  point  raised  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Wol- 
verhampton, because  if  his  point  is  right  it 
».*eally  would  be  a  blow  to  ever  enlarging 
.♦he   basis   of    that   which   we  may  call 

ndirect  taxation.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man s  view  was  this :  you  are  always 
pursuing  a  Protective  and  therefore  a 
false  policy  whenever  you  place  a  tax 
on  a  commodity  largely  produced  in  this 
country  without  at  the  same  time  placing 
an  excise  duty  on  the  production  of  this 
commodity.      Now,  it  is  impracticable  to 

suggest  that  where   you  have  any  large 

manufacturinginterestsof  any  kind,youare 
going  to  put  on  them  an  excise  duty. 
Therefore,  if  this  view  is  to  be  accepted, 
you  can  never  put  an  indirect  tax  on  any 
Mr,  Cripps, 


commodity  produced  by  &  manufacturing 
process  that  happens  to  be  imported, 
and  at  the  same  time  is  largely  produced 
in  this  country  ;  in  other  wonis,  you  are 
only  to  put  such  a  tax  on  manufactures 
only  slightly  produced  in  this  country. 

♦Sir  henry  FOWLER  :  Unless  you 
put  an  excise  duty  on  the  same  article — 
for  instance,  beer,  or  spirits. 

*Mr.  CRIPPS:  Beerdoesnot  come  into 
this  matter  at  all.  What  1  am  putting 
is  this — as  regards  any  manufactured 
product  of  this  coimtry  which  has  to 
compete  with  foreign  comp^^tition,  and 
has  to  bear  all  the  ordinary  incidence 
of  competition — whether  you  take  iron, 
or  cotton,  or  any  great  industry  of  that 
kind — it  is  practically  impossible,  in 
regard  to  that  industry,  to  put  on  any- 
thing like  excise  duty.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  right — and  I  think 
in  this  matter,  although  I  am  a  sound 
Free  Trader,  he  carries  the  doctrine  ol 
Free  Trade  too  far ;  because  every  econo- 
mist has  to  consider  questions  of  ex- 
pediency— if  you  take  the  right  hoB. 
Gentleman's  view,  it  means  this :  In 
regard  to  indirect  taxation  you  mutt 
impose  excise  duty  if  you  put  a  tax 
on  a  commodity  that  is  largely  manu- 
factured in  this  country.  I  do  not 
agree  with  that.  Although  I  am  a 
Free  Trader,  I  think  in  the  procetf 
of  fair  taxation  you  cannot  put  on  one 
side  that  large  class  of  commodities  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  argument 
would  exclude;  therefore  I  think,  on 
economic  grounds,  that  there  is  no  inter- 
ference here  with  the  Free  Trade  principle, 
nor  is  it  a  Protective  duty.  It  is  not 
a  duty  for  the  purpose  of  Protection, 
which  is  Adam  Smith's  test,  which  it 
the  only  true  test,  and  I  do  not  think 
a  Free  Trader  is  bound  to  accept  tht 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
that  you  cannot  place  a  duty  upon  a 
commodity  largely  manufactured  in  this 
country  unless  you  place  a  ^oorrespond- 
ing  excise  duty  upon  it. 

Now,  only  one  or  two  words  on  the 
other  principle,  which  is,  perhaps, 
equally  important,  but  more  governed  by 
practical  considerations.  On  whom  does 
this  tax  fall  ?  Is  it  true  that  this  tax, 
to  a  large  decree,  falls  harshly  and 
unjustly    on    the   working   classes,   or. 
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at   any    rate,    on    the    poorer    portion 
of  the  working   classes  1    That  is    the 
one- third    which     the     hon.   Gentleman 
takes  out  of  Mr.  Rowntree's  book.     I  may 
say  in  passing  I  do  not  agree  with  Mr. 
Rowntree's  figures,  but  that  is  a  matter 
that  we  cannot  go  into  now.     We  must 
have  the  economic  side  as  well  as  practical 
application.     Now,  we  have  had  two  views 
of  value  put  forward  this  evening,  one  of 
which  I  hardly  agree  with,  and  one  which 
I  should  be  very  much  inclined  to   con- 
test.    The  hon.  Member  for  the  Black- 
friars   Division  of  Glasgow  took  as  the 
test  of  value  what  is  often  called  scarcity 
value — that  is  to  say,  the  value  arriveni 
at    by  supply   and  demand.      This  is  a 
sufficient  test  in  economics    as    regards 
value,  although  cost  of  production  is  an 
element  whetner  you    have  scarcity  or 
not.     I   do  not    believe  economists  are 
right   who  take  fthat  test.      In  a  case 
of    this  kind  there  is  not  the  remotest 
chance  of  there  being  scarcity  value  as 
reganls  com.     Of  course  if  you  had  the 
tax   so  high   that  you  limited  the  pro- 
duction, you  would  at  once  have  the  risk  of 
creating  a  high  scarcity  value,  but  nobody 
supposes  that  this  shilling  per  quarter  on 
corn  is  likely  to  produce  any  reduction 
in  the  supply,  or  produce  anything  like 
a  special  scarcity  value,  and  a  shilling  per 
cjuarter  will  be  the  outside    extra  price 
which  is  ever  likely  to  be   permanently 
added.      Now,  who   pays   that  shilling  ? 
We  have  had  a  most  extraordinary  variety 
of     arguments    upon    this    point.       We 
have     been     told      that     the     producer 
pays     it,      that      the      consumer    pays 
it,    and  -most    remarkable    of  all — the 
hon.     Ban)net     the    Member    for     the 
Barnard    Castle    Division    of      Durham 
said  one  of  the  reasons  against  the  tax 
was  the  large  amount  of  com  produced 
and  imported  from  Canada,  and  that  it  was 
a  very  hard  thing  that  we  should  place 
a  duty  of  this  kind  on  our  loyal  colonists. 
We  have  therefore  boxed  the  compass  in 
endeavouring  to  find  on  whom  the  ultimate 
payment  of  this  tax  falls.     I  do  not  think 
myself  that  any  appreciable  amount  of 
this  tax  will  fall  upon  the  consumer.    That 
is  a  matter  of   opinion,  and   nothing  is 
more  difficult  in  economic  questions  than 
t^>  discover  where  the  incidence  of  a  tax 
is.     Sometimes   in  the   haggling  of  the 
market  the  consumer    gets    the    better 
bargain,  and  sometimes  the  pnxlucer  gets 
the   better  bargain,   and    tnerefore    you 

cannot  lay  down  any  general  principle  on 


a  point  of  this  kind.  If  one  considers 
the  conditions  under  which  com  is 
imported  into  this  country,  it  is,  at 
any  rate,  highly  probable  that  the 
main  portion  of  this  charge  will  not 
fall  upon  the  consumer  at  all.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  South  Shields 
seemed  to  think  that  it  would  fail  upon 
the  consumer  in  a  singularly  hard  degree, 
because  the  amount  of  the  duty  is  so 
small  that  it  cannot  be  expressed  by  the 
smallest  coin  of  the  realm — that,  I  think, 
is  a  reason  why  it  should  do  nothing 
of  the  sort.  I  believe,  on  the  other  hand, 
having  regard  to  the  very  small  duty,  and 
having  regard  to  the  conditions  under 
which  com  is  imported  into  this  coimtry, 
that  the  probability  is  that  none  of  this 
tax  will  fall  upon  the  consumer  at  all. 
It  is  on  these  grounds  that  I  think  the 
proposals  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ought  to  be  supported  merely 
as  a  proposal  in  the  interests  of  revenue. 
If  I  thought  it  was  against  the  interests 
of  the  production,  I  should  certainly  oppose 
ic.  I  represent  a  very  large  industrial 
division  in  Lancashire,  which  has  long 
supported  Free  Trade,  and  which  believes 
that  any  departure  from  the  main  prin- 
ciples of  Free  Trade  would  be  disad- 
vantageous to  this  country,  and  I  should 
raise   my  voice  against  such  departure. 

(10.0)  Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St. 
Patrick) :  So  far  this  has  been  a  British 
debate.  You  have  had  no  Irish  Member 
voicing  Irish  opinion  speaking  upon  this 
matter.  Now,  as  an  Irish  representative^ 
I  entirely  object  to  anv  increase  in  tax- 
ation, because  our  population  is  diminish- 
ing, our  wealth  is  decreasing — we  are 
already  overtaxed ;  and  this  is  a  matter 
upon  which  the  Financial  Relations  Com- 
mittee have  delivered  a  verdict  several 
years  since  that  Ireland  was  overtaxed 
to  the  amount  of  two  and  three  quarter 
millions  sterling  per  annum,  and  this 
overtaxation  has  been  largely  increased. 
Last  year  Ireland  paid  £11,888,000 
imperial  taxation  from  a  reducing  popu- 
lation of  less  than  four  and  a  half  mil- 
lions. Sir,  it  is  admitted  that  no  fiscal 
law  is  universally  applicable;  and  with 
regard  to  the  doctrine  of  Free  Trade,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  in  this 
debate,  there  is  really  no  such  thing  as 
Fi*ee  Trade  in  existence.  Hon.  Members 
may  differ  from  me  :  they  have  a  right  to 
their  opinions,  I  have  a  right  to  mine  :  and 
I  will  prove  it  to  the  Committee.     You 
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have  here  a  system  falsely  designated  as 
Pree  Trade,  but  which  in  reality  is  a  system 
•of  Free  Imports.  What  is  the  meanimg  of 
Free  Trade  1  It  is  free  interchange  of  all 
•commodities.  Does  that  exist  in  any 
country  in  the  world  1  One  hon.  Member, 
with  a  wealth  of  language  about  scarcity 
value  has  confused  our  thoughts  on  the 
ground  of  Free  Trade  as  it  strikes  him 
from  the  Conservative  point  of  view.  You 
have  Free  Trade  with  a  tax  on  sugar, 
tobacco,  beer,  wine,  whiskey,  and  with  an 
export  tax  on  coal,  and  with  a  tax  upon 
everything  else  likely  to  realise  sufficient 
to  make  it  worth  while  to  be  taken  into 


through  over  taxation  for  being  exter- 
minated than  Oreat  Britain  does  where  vou 
are  increasing  in  numbers  and  in  weflklth. 
Hon.  Members  have  spoken  in  this  debate 
upon  the  wonderful  prosperity  of  the 
British  nation.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Haddingtonshire  gave  a  long  and 
learned  disquisition  last  night  about  the 
British  annual  income  amounting  to  some- 
thing like  J^l  76,000,000  per  annum,  aod 
he  calculated  the  percentage  of  taxataon, 
but  he  did  not  inform  the  House  that 
the  annual  income  of  Ireland  is  under 
£40,000,000,  and  the  percentage  of 
taxation  is  much  higher  than  that  paid  by 


the  Exchequer.     I  wonder  that  English-   Great  Britain.     He  also  expatiated  about 
men,  who  generally  look  on  matters  of   War  expenditure.     It  would  not   be    in 
finance  in  a  level-headed  kind  of  way, 
regard  this  as  Free  Trade.     Every  person 


order  to  enter  into  a  discussion  about 
the    war — further   than   to   sav    it    has 


who  has  studied  and    understands  the '  materially    increased    Imperial    taxation 
subject  knows  that  your  policy  is  Free  I  in    our    impoverished    country,    and     I 
Imports,  not  Free  Trade.     When  it  suited  |  assert    that    the    British    people    ought 
England  to  penalize  Free  Trade  in  Ireland  .  to      bear     the      expenditure     of      this 
it  was  done.     Now  you  force  a  policy    war  themselves,   because   it    was    popu- 
of  Free  Imports  because  it  is  convenient    lar  with  them,   they   voted   for  it,  ami 
to    Great    Britain.      Sir,    Irish    opinion  ]  they    ought    to  pay    for    it ;    and     we 
with  regard  to  Free  Trade  is  this.     It  |  Irishmen,  who    have    always   protested 
has  been  a  main  factor  of  the  agriaultural  |  against  it,  ought  not  to  be  made  to  pay 
ruin  of  Ireland ;  and  since  the  introduc- 1  for  a  war   of    which     we    have    never 
tion  of  Free  Imports,  nominally  in  1846,  '  approved.     The  main  proposition  of  this 
but  not  really    until    many  years  after  |  Budget  is  a  tax  upon  com.     I  am  not  in 
that  date,  the  population  of  Ireland  has  i  favour    of  a  tax   upon  it  because   c^om 
diminished  year  by  year,  because  Ireland    is    a    raw     material,     and     should     be 
being  an  agricultural  country  the  people   admitted     without     registration      duty 
work  under  difierent  conditions,  and  it  is  ,  owing      to      the      extraordinary      con- 
only  natural  the  population  should  decay,  ;  dition   of     the    agricultural   position    of 
ana    wealth    and   work  decrease.      Our .  the  three   kingdoms,   but  I   would   tax 
economic  conditions  are  such  that  we  are  ,  flour  to  a  greater  degree  than  the  ri^ht 
entitled  to  special  treatment  in  this  matter,  j  hon.   Gentleman   the   Chancellor  of    the 
What  are  we  Irishman  here  for  1    We  are    Exchequer    proposes.      But  com,    being 
here  to   voice   the  opinion  of    our  con- 1  a  raw  material,  if  it  were  allowed  to  )>e 
«tituents  and  to  guard  the  interests  of  our   imported    free,     would     help     industry 
country.     There  is  little  about   Ireland    in  the  direction  of  making  flour,  whicL 
in  this  debate  or  this  Budget,  and  I  feel    would  keep  down  the  price  of  bread,  also 
bound  to  say,   in  considering  this  matter,  \  providing  ofial  for  feeding  stuff*  such  as 
Irish  opinion  ought  to  be  at  least  consulted,  i  bran,    pollard,  and    sharps.       This    im- 
because  if  you  expect  us  to  remain  loyal  j  portant     Supply    has    apparently    been 
to  the  British  nation   we  ought  to  get  i  lost   sight  of  by  the   Chancellor  of   the 
an     equivalent    for    it     to    which     we    Exchequer.      I   heard  some   hon.    Mem- 
are    constitutionally    entitled.      Loyalty  I  ber  on  this  side  of  the  House  give  the 
is     a      contract.      If     hon.      Members  I  enormous  figures  of  the  output  of  foreign 
think    I    am    laying  down   any   uncon- '  mills,    especially   the   gigantic    mills    of 
stitutional  doctrine,  I  can  refer  them  to  j  Minneapmis.     Are  you  prepared  to  sup- 
authorities    which    will    convert    them.  ,  port  by  your  custom,  and  perhaps  bring 
Loyalty  is  a  contract.     Rulers  are  bound  '  into  this  country ,the  trusts  and  monopolies 
to  govern  those  who  pay  taxation,  so  that '  of  America,  which  are  the  bane  and  curse 
they  may  enjoy  freedom  and  prosperity.  ,  of  the  country  1  Are  we  to  understand  that 
We  have  neither  freedom  nor  prosperity,  '  you  are    not   prepared    to    protect   our 
and  yet  you  expect  us  to  be  loyal ;  you  j  own    miller  1     If   all    your    mills    were 

expect    us    to  pay  in  a  greater  degree  i  going,     there    would     be    employment 
Mr.  Field. 
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for  thousands  of  people.  One  can- 
not travel  alongside  a  river,  large  or 
iuiall,  in  almoflt  any  part  of  the  three 
kingdoms,  without  coming  across  scores  of 
ruined  mills  which  have  Been  abandoned. 
If  these  mills  were  set  going,  they 
would  give  employment  to  tnousands  of 
people,  and  to  a  lar^  extent  prevent 
emigration  from  rural  districts,  at  the  same 
time  providing  flour  for  bread  and  offal 
for  live  stock.  Hon.  Members  who  have 
grand  ideas  of  Free  Trade  take  a  peculiar 
view  of  this  question.  I  know  what  the 
Free  Traders  are.  They  imagine  that 
nolxxly  knows  anything  but  themselves. 
The  Manchester  School  of  Free  Trade 
apparently  act  as  if  God  gave  them  i 
the  monopoly  of  knowledge.  But  I  have 
the  courage  of  my  convictions,  and  I 
believe  the  time  is  coming  when  the " 
people  will  think  that  the  principle 
of  free  imports  called  Free  Trade  will 
have  to  be  largely  revised  if  there  is  to 
be  anything  like  prosperity  in  this  country. 
Let  hon.  \rember8  look  up  the  returns  for 
the  last  year,  and  what  do  they 
find  1  America  has  beaten  you.  Your 
assumed  commercial  superiority  is  being 
threatened  in  every  quarter  by  the 
Protective  countries,  and,  above  all, 
you  find  that  from  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain  men  are  emigrating  from  their 
own  country  to  America,  that  is  to  say, 
from  the  country  of  Free  Trade  to  the 
country  of  Protection.  The  balance  of 
exports  and  imports  is  entirely  drains t 
you,  and  they  have  been  increasingly 
so  for  years. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  should  come  a 
little  nearer  the  concrete  case  of  com. 

♦Mr.  field  :  I  will  return  to  com. 
If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  in 
a  mood  to  receive  a  hint  from  an  Irish 
Member,  I  would  suggest  that  there 
should  be  no  duty  on  wheat  or  Indian  corn, 
or  on  bran,  pollard,  or  sharps,  and  that 
the  duty  should  be  put  principally  on  flour. 
I  wish  to  state  a  fact  which  is  prolwibly 
unknown  to  many  Members  of  the  House. 
An  enormous  quantity  of  imported  com 
is  ground  in  Liverpool.  The  offal  of  that 
com  is  actually  exported  to  Denmark, 
Holland,  and  other  places,  where  it  is 
used  for  the  feeding  of  live  stock, 
to  produce  milk  and  butter  to  be 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  some- 
times   to    feed    cattle    for    importation 


into  this  country.  This  is  astrange  method 
of  international  business.  Now  why  is  it 
so  exported  ]  Because  the  railway  rates 
are  so  high  that  it  is  cheaper  to  take 
the  offal  right  over  the  sea  than  to  send 
it  a  few  miles  inland.  But  if  imported 
in  a  manufactured  condition  it  would 
receive  the  preferential  treatment  ac- 
corded to  foreign  produce.  However,  the 
foreigners  are  intelligent  enough  to  keep 
their  employment  and  offal  at  home.  May 
I  seriously  suggest  to  the  House  and  the 
Chancellor  that  there  ought  to  be  some  in- 
telligent settled  principle  &;uiding  the  im- 
position and  incidence  of  National  Taxa- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  calls  him- 
self a  Free  Trader.  It  is  almost  political 
blasphemy  to  caU  him  anything  else. 
He  has  taxed  sugar  and  coal,  and  now  he 
taxes  com.  He  really  does  not  know 
where  he  is.  But  if  we  are  going  to  tax 
com,  why  do  we  not  tax  frozen  meat  ? 
Live  stock  in;ported  gives  employment 
and  provides  hides  and  offal.  Frozen  or 
refrigerated  meat  does  neither,  and  a 
moderate  impost  would  not  largely 
influence  its  price  or  consumption. 
Besides,  the  export  of  frozen  and  refrig- 
erated meat  is  frequently  subsidised 
by  th#^  Grovernments  whence  it  comes. 
We  do  not  tax  bacon  or  butter,  which 
ought  to  be  produced  to  a  large 
extent  at  home.  What  you  call  Free 
Trade  is  really  Protection  to  the  foreigner. 
You  not  only  give  the  foreigner  pre- 
ferential rates,  but  you  find  a  market  for 
his  goods.  If  you  introduce  a  Budget  with 
a  tax  on  com,  these  other  matters  ought 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  A  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  this  side  made  an  in- 
tellectual speech  about  Socialism  on  the 
Continent,  and  he  said  it  all  came  from 
dear  bread.  I  have  studied  Continental 
politics,  and  know  that  political  differ- 
ences are  at  the  bottom  of  all  these 
questions.  In  most  of  those  countries 
the  peojde  who  are  protected  are,  in 
ratio,  better  off  than  the  people  of 
England.  1  believe  an  hon.  Member 
here,  who  claimed  to  represdht  the 
poorest,  or,  as  he  put  it,  the  largest 
constituency  in  the  country,  said  that 
one-third  of  that  constituency  were  on 
the  verge  of  starvation.  I  have  been 
all  over  Europe,  but  I  never  saw  any- 
thing like  one- third  of  the  population  in 
those  countries  on  the  verge  of  starvation. 

I  have  taken  an  original,  courageous, 
and  commonsense  view  of  this  matter* 
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and  I  hope  other  hon.  Members  will 
take  up  my  line  of  argument  I 
maintain  that  no  country  in  the  world 
can  be  permanently  prosperous  with 
ruinedagricultureand  land  going  to  waste. 
That  is  a  proposition  which  may  be 
safely  accepted  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  Hon.  Members  may  say  that  if 
there  are  prosperous  manufacturing 
industries,  agriculture  does  not  need  to 
be  looked  after.  That  doctrine  may 
appear  to  suit  certain  portions  of 
Great  Britain,  but  it  is  not  generally 
applicable  to  Ireland.  The  history  of  all 
ages  proves  that  in  due  course,  within  a 
cycle  of  a  few  years,  a  country  un- 
doubtedly becomes  weakened  unless  care 
is  taken  of  its  agriculture.  That  will  be 
true  of  this  country.  One  of  the  great 
reasons  why  the  labour  market  becomes 
over-stocked  is  that  there  is  no  employ- 
ment for  the  agricultural  labourer. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  getting  away  from  the 
subject  before  the  House. 

*Mr.  FIELD:  Sir,  I  have  been  per- 
fectly sincere  in  making  these  sugges- 
tions, though  I  am  quite  aware  that 
some  of  my  hon.  friends,  and  especially 
my  own  colleague,  may  think  that  if 
such  a  poUcy  were  adopted,  rents  would 
be  raised  in  Ireland  and  in  Great  Britain. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  likely  to  occur  in 
the  immediate  future.  The  people  of 
this  country  had  to  be  forced  into  what 
is  called  Free  Trade,  the  conditions  have 
changed — productions,  transit,  electrical 
power,  consumption  and  supply  are 
all  improved.  But  it  will  take  some  time 
to  educate  popular  opinion.  A  modified 
enlightened  policy  of  Protection  can  at 
the  same  time  maintain  cheap  food  and 
give  employment  by  keeping  our  own 
market.  I  am  the  first  Member 
in  this  House  who  has  had  the 
courage  to  put  forward  these  ideas, 
but  time  will  show  the  wisdom 
of  advancing  them  in  order  that 
they  may  be  discussed.  In  conclusion 
I  would  say  that  if  I  were  allowed  to 
follow  my  own  opinion  I  would  vote 
against  the  corn  tax,  or  any  tax  on 
live  stock  or  raw  materials,  but  I  would 
put  a  tax  on  fiour  and  on  all  manufac- 
tured articles  which  come  into  thiscountry. 
For  the  time  is  coming  when  the  existing 

Mr.  Field. 


system  of  Free  Imports  will  have  to  be 
modified  in  order  to  protect  the  industries, 
the  agriculture,  the  workers,  and  the 
finances  of  the  three  Kingdoms. 

(10.22.)  ♦Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Lincoln- 
shire, Sleaford) :  The  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  sat  down  has  told  us  that  in 
theory  he  is  a  Free  Trader,  but  whether 
he  is  a  Free  Trader  or  a  Protectionist  in 
practice,  I  find  it  rath  tr  hard  to  discover ; 
but,  judging  from  the  speech  he  has  just 
dehvered,  he  appears  to  me  to  have  very 
decided  views  in  favour  of  Protection. 
However  that  may  be,  I  am  well 
aware  that  I  am  among  those  who  have 
always  been  regarded  as  suspect  in  the 
matter  of  Free  Trade.  I  do  not  quite  know 
why.  I  defend  and  support  this  pro* 
posal  tonight,  as  I  have  frequently 
defended  and  supported  it  before,  both  in 
and  out  of  Parliament,  on  the  ground  of 
revenue  alone,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
permitted  to  reply  to  some  of  the  critics 
of  the  proposal.  The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  tne  Amendment  referred  to  me  aa 
one  of  those  \iho  had  always  been  ready, 
with  great  frankness,  for  which  he  com- 
plimented me,  to  advocate  a  58.  duty  on 
corn.  The  compliment  was  entirely 
undeserved.  To  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion, and  I  am  pretty  certain  I  am  right, 
I  have  never,  before  any  audience,  either 
in  or  out  of  Parliament,  advocated  a 
5s.  dtlty  on  com.  The  statement  ha» 
been  so  often  repeated  that  I  have  no 
doubt  a  great  many  people  believe  the 
legend  to  be  true,  but,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, it  is  entirely  without  founda- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  cited  in  support 
of  this  view  a  speech  which  he  said  1 
made  at  a  northern  meeting  two  or  three 
years  ago,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
present  Postmaster  General  I  recollect 
the  occasion,  and  it  is  very  curious  that 
the  hon.  Member  should  have  referred  to 
it.  I  will  tell  the  House  exactly  what 
did  occur.  It  was  at  a  time  when  we 
were  much  engaged  in  the  discussion  of 
old  age  pensions,  and  just  after  I  had 
had— for  my  sins,  I  suppose — to  preside 
over  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House  on 
the  subject  One  of  the  leading  news- 
papers in  the  MetropoUs  had  taken  up  the 
matter  very  stron^y,  and  was  advocat- 
ing right  and  left  the  imposition  of  a 
5s.  duty  on  com  in  order  to  supply  the 
needful  means  for  a  scheme  of  old  age  pen- 
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sioDs.  I  had  to  speak  to  a  large  agricul- ;  to  be  taken  iDto  account.  There  are  all 
tural  audience;  I  did  not  arrive  there  until  I  the  root  crope  which  are  grown  in  this 
two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  it  country,  and  which  are  estimated  at 
was  only  after  that  that  I  was  asked  to  >  690,000,000  cwts.  Then  there  is  hay, 
speak,  and,  for  something  to  say,  I  which  is  estimated  at  227,000,000 
referred  to  this  proposal.  I  strongly  cwts.,  making  a  total  from  grain,  offal, 
repudiated  it.  What  I  did  say  was  that '  meal,  roots,  and  hay  produced  at  home, 
if  the  advocates  of  this  view  had  confined  of  995,000,000  cwts.  Besides  this  there 
themselves  to  the  re-imposition  of  the  |  is  all  the  straw,  which  was  estimated  in 
old  Is.  duty  on  corn,  there  would  have '  1895  at  10,000,000  tons  or  200,000,000 
been  a  great  deal  more  to  be  said  for  the  cwts.,  of  which  a  large  proportion  is  used 
proposal,  and  it  is  upon  that  very  slight  i  for  the  feeding  of  stock.  Then  there  is 
foundation  that  charges  of  this  kind  all  the  grass  and  green  crops  which  are 
are  levelled  against  me.  i  fed  off,  not  to  speak  of  other  things,  such 

I    pass  to  the    Resolution    more  im- i  ^^^^"^o^s  and  lucerne,  and  the  totalcannot 
mediately  before  the  House.    So  far  as  ;  t>«'^8 than  12,000,000 or  13,000,000 cwts. 
I   can  gather   from   the   course  of  the       Against  this  the  foreign   is   less  than 
debate,  the  objections  to  the  proposal  are  \  100,000,000  cwts :    and  we  are  asked  to 
based  mainly  on  four  different  grounds.  I  believe  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
First  of  all,  I  take  the  complaint  of  the  <  for  South   Somerset    that  the    trifling 
mover  of  the  Amendment  that  this  pro- 1  duty    imposed  on    this   foreign   import 
posal  will,  in  reality,  be  more  an  injury    is  to  complete   the   ruin  of  the  British 
than     an    advantage     to    the    farmer,  I  farmer.     Surely  the  farce  of  absurdity 
because   of  the  duty  imposed   upon  im-   could  hardly  go  farther, 
ported  feeding  stuffa^    When   this  argu-       what  is  the  second  objection?     The 
ment  is  examined,  what  does  it  amount    hon.  Member  who  opened   the   debate 
tol  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  ah-eady   ^^^  that  it  was  iniquitous  to  raise  so 
made  considerable  concessions  upon  that   i^^ge  a  sum  as  nearly  £3,000,000  a  year 
point   tonight   which  should  go  far  to    on  what  he  called  the  food  of  the  people, 
remove  whatever  objections  were  enter- '  g^^  t^e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is 
tained  before.  I  have   looked   into  this    ^^t  raising  anything  approaching  that 
question  carefully,  and    what   I  find  is   ^^j^  ^n  food,  for  only  a  third  of  the  tax 
that  the  amount  of    feeding    stuff  im-    f^jig  ^^  wheat,  and  by  far  the   larger 
ported  in  the  form  of  gram  and  meal  is    proportion  falls  on  grain  and  meal  other 
roughly  80,000,000  cwta,  and  inaddition    j-^an  food.     Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  say 
to  that  there  must  be  7,000,000  cwts.  of    ^hey  warned  us  it  would  raise  the  price 
what  18  caUed  offaL    Upon  this  point  I   ^f  bread,  and  now  with  exultation  they 
may  observe  that  complaints   in  regard    p^int    to    the    fact    that  it    has    done 
to   this    foreign    offal  among    farmers   g^.     I  admit  that   there  have   been   a 
are    numerous.     They    say  that  these   ^^^  ^^^y  quotations  published  in  the 
foreign    food    stuffs    have    often    been    p^p^^s  showing  a  rise  in   the  price  of 
foundtobeinjunous  to  the  stock  which    ^read,  but  it  has  yet  to  be  proved  that 
feed  upon  them  owing  to  the  way  they    these  enhanced  prices  have  been  obtained 
are  prepared.     This  imported  stuff  is  to    ^p  to  the  present  time.     1  am    not  sur- 
be  the  subject  of  a  tnfling  tax.  p^ged.     I    always  thought   it  probable 

Let  us  look  on  the  other  side  of  the  that  the  bakers  would  try  it  on ;  but 
question.  What  is  the  amount  of  feed-  one  thing  is  absolutely  certain  that 
ing  stuffs  produced  at  home  on  which  unless  there  is  some  failure  in  the 
animals  are  fed  in  this  country  1  Take,  wheat  crop  of  the  world,  or  some 
for  instance,  grain  and  meal  again  to  other  cause  entirely  apart  from  this  duty, 
begin  with.  1  have  obtained  the  esti-  there  will  be  no  permanent  rise  in  the 
mate  from  the  most  reliable  authorities  price  of  bread,  and  no  rise  at  any  time 
I  can,  and  the  amount  of  home-grown  that  can  be  justly  ascribed  to  the  duty 
grain  and  meal  used  for  feeding  is  which  my  right  hon.  friend  has  pro- 
put  at  70,500,000  cwts.  and  offal  posed.  Hon.  Members  appear  to  have 
7,000,000  cwts.,  making  77,000,000  forgotten  altogether  that  the  price  of 
cwts.,  as  against  87,000,000  cwts.  from  wheatissubjecttoconstant  and  perpetual 
abroad.     But   there  is  a  great  deal  more    fluctuations,  Jwhich 'occur  not  only  from 
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month  to  month  but  often  from  week 
to  week,  which  are  often  more  than  Is.  a 
quarter.      The  price  of  bread  does  not 
vary  with  these  fluctuations,  and  never 
varies    at    all    unless     the      price     of 
wheat  falls  or     rises    to   a   very  con- 
siderable extent ;  and  there  are  various 
reasons  for  th  s.     One  is  that  wheat  is 
so  cheap  in  these  days   that  the  main 
cost    of   bread    is  in  the    manufacture 
and    not   in  the  material.     Wages  and 
the    cost    of   machinery   have   a   great 
deal    to  do  with    it,   and    it  requires 
a  very  considerable  rise  in  a  quarter  of 
wheat  to  make  any  practical  difference 
in  the  price  o;  bread  on  account  of  the 
very  large  number  of  loaves  made  out 
of  it.    It  is  perfectly  true  that  there  is 
no  coin     in  existence    which    is    small 
enough  to  express  the  fractional  differ- 
ence which  could  be  created  in  the  cost 
of  a   loaf    of  bread   by    the  imposition 
of   this  trifling  duty  on  wheat.    It   is 
exactly  Uke  the  case  of  beer  if  a  small 
additional  duty  is  added  to  the  barrel. 
It  cannot    be  divided  glass    by    glass, 
because  it  is  too  small,  and  the  price  of 
this  glass  to  the  consumer  remains  the 
same.     So  it  will  be  also  with  the  loaf.  Go 
to  the  corn  merchants  or  the  bakers,  and 
they  will  all  tell  you,as  a  matter  of  practical 
experience,  that  the  price  of  bread  does 
not   change  unless  the   price  of  wheat 
rises  or  falls  to  something  Uke  4s.  or  5s. 
per  quarter.    Whoever  else,  then,  is  to 
bear  the  burden  of  this  duty,  one  thing 
is    certain,    and    that    is   that    it   wiU 
not  be  the  consumer  of  bread ;  and  the 
answer  to  the  question  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Wolver- 
hampton, when  he  snys,  "We  want  to 
know,  then,  who    is  to  pay  the  duty," 
is    this :     So    diminutive  will    be   the 
burden    upon   those  on  whom  it  does 
fall,     that    it     will    probably    be    im- 
possilJe    to  trace  it.    In  confirmation 
of  what  I  have  said,  perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed   to  read  a  td^gram  which  has 
been  placed  in  my  hands  only  this  after- 
noon.   It  comes  &om  one  of  the  largest 
bakers,  enjo3dng  the  largest  trade  in  the 
City  of  Glasgow,    who  is  a  well-known 
man.    It  reads : 

*'  No  advancen,  or  any  chance  of  an  advaLce, 
in  the  price  of  bread  in  Glasgow.'' 

And  yet  Glasgow  is  the  largest  city,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Metropolis,  in  the 
United    Kingdom.    Amongst    the  men 

Mr.  Chaplin. 


of  business  in  Glasgow  I  think  it  is  well 
known  that  there  are  men  who  are  as 
shrewd  and  acute  in  conduct  ng  their 
business  as  in  any  class  throughout  tha 
whole  of  the  country,  and  the  telegram 
I  have  read  represents  the  opinion  of  the 
bakers  of  Glasgow.  If  this  be  true,  what 
becomes  of  all  the  predictions  we  have 
heard  from  the  other  side  of  the  House  ? 
Perhaps  I  ought  to  say  that  this  telegram 
was  not  sent  to  me,  but  to  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Black- 
friars  Division  of  Glasgow,  who  made 
such  an  able  and  admirable  speech 
to  night,  and  who,  unfortunately,  forgot 
to  quote  this  telegram  before  he  sat 
down. 

The  fourth  objection  is,  that  in  adopt- 
ing this  duty  the  House  of  Commons  ia 
bemg  asked  to  take  the  first  step  in  a 
return  to  the  old  bad  days  of  Protection. 
Do     hon.     Gentlemen     opposite     who 
make    that  assertion    remember   what 
those  old  bad  days  of  Protection  really 
were?    For  a  moment  I    will    remind 
them.      The     sUding     scale     of      1828 
affords,   perhap,    the    most    remarkable 
instance  of  all.     In  that  year  the  duty 
was   20s.  8d.    upon  com   whenever  the 
price  of  wheat  was  less  than  66s  a  quarter, 
and  it  was -to  be  increased  by   Is.   for 
every  Is.  below  668.     What  is  the  average 
price  of    wheat  today  ?      The    average 
price  for  the  last  six  months  has  been 
about  26s.  8d.  per  quarter.     Under  these 
circumstances,  what  would  the  duty  have 
been  today  under    the  sliding  scale  of 
1828  ?     It  would  have  been  no  less  than 
£3  a  quarter.     In  the  face  of  this  fact, 
do  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  really  think 
that  we  are  on  the  high  road  to  a  return 
to  the  old  evil  days  of  Protection,  which 
would  have  imposed,  if  it  had  been  in  ex- 
istence now,  aduty  of  £3  a  quarter  on  com  1 
Let  us  go  back  to  1842,  and  what  was  the 
old  bad  system  then  t    It  was  a  consider- 
able improvement  on  1828,  but  even  then 
the  maximum  duty  was  £1  a  quarter,  and 
it  was  to  take  effect  when  wheat  was  less 
than  51s.  a  quarter.     Are  we  seriously  to 
be  told  in  the  year  1902  that   we  are 
embarking  upon  a   course  which  is   to 
take  us  to  those  old  and  evil  days  which 
prevailed  in   the  years  to  which  I  have 
just  referred  ?    Surely  no  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  believes  in  his  own  heart  for  a 
moment  that  there  is  any  serious  dagger 
or    apprehension    of   anything   of    the 
kind.  J  No    Government    would    dare 
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to  impose  a  duty  which  would  seriously    conclusion  :     What    is    the    alternative 

enhance  the   price  of  the  food  of  the    that   has  been  suggested    to  this   taxt 

people,  and  if  they  did,  the  people  would  i  That  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 

be    perfei'tly  well  able  to  take  care  of  \  for  Eaet   Wolverhampton  proposed  two 

themselves.    The  peojde  have  the  power,  I  things  in  the  course  of  his  speech.   One  was 

and   they  would  resist  and  defeat  any  !  the  proposal  to  re-impose  the  duty  on  to- 

Govemment  which  attempted  it.  I  bacco,and  the  other  to  puta  further  duty  on 

T  .  .    I  1    •  •  i.i.  i_         beer.     I  think  these  two  suireestions  were 

I  cannot  help  re^homgmy  nght  hon.    effectively  disposed  of  by  my  right  hon. 

f nend  •  expr«sion  of  amazement  at  the    j^^nd  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

attitude  of  hon.  Gentlemen   and  nght    r^^^    -^^^  ^^^    Gentleman  the  Member 

hon.  GenUemen  on  the  opposite  side ;  and    ^^^  ^^^  Wolverhampton  spoke  of  a  bread 

whtn    they  are  so  apprehensive  as  to    ^^       j^   my   humble   opinion,   that  is 

the    future    of    Free   Trade,    I    ask—   ^n    entire    misnomer.       He     draws   na 

Where  is  the  faith  that  ism  them?    Why    distinction    whatever    between     a     tax 

have  they  so  little  belief  today  in  the    ^^j^  ^^eat  and  upon  bread.     He  treata 

fetish  of   Free  Trade  which  they  have  |  them  as  identical,  whereas  all  experience 

worshipped  so  long?    Has  it  all  vanished,  \  in  the  past  has  shown  up  to  now,  while  a 

and  has  it  all  been  driven  away  by  the   shilling  duty  on  wheat  is  a  tax  no  doubt 

re-imposition  of  an  old  registration  duty    on  that  commodity,  and  probably  will  raise 

of  Is.  on  com,  which  was  concurred  in  <  to  that  extent  the  price  of  wheat,  I  am 

for  twenty- five  years  before  by  their  great    right  in  my  view,  and  I  think  it  will  be 

leader,   Mr.   Gladstone,    which   was   re- 1  demonstrated    by    the    result,     that    it 

modelled    by   him    at  one  time   before  {  will,  and  can,  have  no  permanent  effect 

the   repeal   of  that  duty,   and  for  the    at  all   on  the  price  of  the  bread.      The 

repeal   of   which   there  never   was  any    only     other    suggestion   was   that  there 

demand  throughout  the  whole  of  those   should      be    a      further      addition      to 

years  ?     The  hon.  Member  who  moved    the  income  tax.     Is  that    put   forward 

this  Amendment  said  that  there  was  an    really  as  a  serious  proposition  1  That  would 

agitation  for  its  repeal,  and  when  he  was    h«  an  undoubted  grievance  to  thousands 

asked  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  '  of  people  in  this  country  ;  and  unless  you 

Member  for  Dartmouth  to  name  a  single    ^o  more  than    allege,   unless    you    can 

Eohtician  who  had  taken  part  in  it,  all  \  absolutely  prove  that  the  dutv  proposed 
e  could  do  was  to  mention  some  i  ^y  my  nght  hon.  friend  wiH  senously 
Liverpool  Aawciation.  I  will  tell  hon.  \  afect  the  pnce  of  the  food  of  the  people, 
Gentlemen  opposite  this-that  if  any  ^^*^' ^  !?^'J«  *P  impossible  alternative 
Government  were  to  propose  any  tax  on  »i»^-  ^  ^^^  *"  ^^P^^  ^^t"'  J  *?"^ 
food  which  would  seriouB^terfero  with  i  J^^*^  *"  ^*^^  arguments  which  have 
the  weUbeing  and  comfort  of  the  people,  >  ^"  "»^  ««^,^  ^^'^^  P^P«^  ^^^^.^ 
I  should  beaiongthefirst-Protectioiist  I  ^^5*  ^°^  ^f"^  hon.  Gentlem^  opnoeite, 
«-  T  ««*  i.11^^  ^  k-.    ♦^  ^^^  ♦^  ♦!»«:•   and   by  a  few  on  this  side  of  the  House 

^u^cf  a1?  r^s^Tt        But   as    fo    i  ^  ^^"' "^^  ^^^^^«^>^  "^^^^  '^'  ^^^  *^ 
aasistajice  and  resist  it.        Kut    as    tor  |  ^^^^  ^.j^j^  ^^^    ^^  canied,  as  I  have  no 

this    tax     which     18    now     under    the  ^^^^t  it  will  be,  then  I  think  we  shall 

consideration  of  the  House,  I  have  a  good  ^ave  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  that 

deal  more  faith  in  the  people  than  you.  Parliament  at  Uist,  after  many  years,  took 

I  deny  that  it  wiU  fall  upon  them  ;  but  if  courage  to  itself  and  derided  to  rai««  the 


it  did,  I  am  sure  that  their  patriotism  is 
as  great  as  that  of  any  other  section  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  that  they 
would  be  perfectly  ready  and  willing  to 
bear  their  legitimate  share  of  any  burden 
which  may  be  imposed  on  them  for  the 

cause  and  for  the  sake  of  the  Empire, 

which  they  value  quite  as  much  as  the 

Memt>er  for  East  Wolverhampton  himself. 

I  hope  that  I  have  answered  most  of 
the  objections  which  have  been  taken  to 
this  tax.     I   have  only   this  to  say   in 


courage  to  itself  and  decided  to  raise  the 
revenue  which  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  country  by  proposing  a  tax  which  is 
open  to  fewer  practical  objections  than 
any  other  tax  that  could  be  levied  at 
the  present  time. 

(10.54.)  Sir  WILUAM  HARCOURT 
(Monmouthshire,  W.) :  There  is  some- 
thing, I  think,  highly  refreshing  in  the 
appearance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Sleaford  as  a  leading 
advocate  of  Free  Trade  in  this  House. 
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If  we  could  onlj  hear  him  followed, 
either  tonight  or  on  future  occasions,  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Thanet  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Central  Shef- 
field, we  shall  then  feel  secure  for  the 
future. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  This  duty 
does  not  raise  the  question  of  Protection 
at  all. 

Sir    WILLIAM    HARCOURT:    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  stated  that  if 
he  considered  the  measure  tended  in  any  ' 
respect  to  raise   the  price  of  bread  he  ! 
should  be  against  it.     Well,  bread,  after  | 
all,  has  a  close  connection  with  corn.    The  i 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  it  > 
necessary,    at    considerable     length,    in  | 
referring  to  this  question  in   his   Budget  | 
speech,  to  found  himself  on  the  history  of  , 
the  tax,  and  he  took  shelter  under  the  i 
gabardine  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  and   Mr.  | 
Gladstone.     I  think  that  has  been  pretty  , 
well  disposed  of  satisfactorily  by  my  hon.  ' 
friend  who  so  ably  opened  the  debate,  and  | 
still  more  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  East  Wolverhampton.    I  will 
only  add  one  contribution  to  it.     In  the 
discussion  on  the  removal  of  this  duty  by 
Mr.  Lowe,  Mr.  Cross  (now  Lord  Cross) 
spoke.      He    spoke    for    Liverpool    and 
South- West  Lancashire,  and  he  had  the 
singular  distinction  in  the  electionx)f  1868 
of  naving  defeated  Mr.  Gladstone.      So 
far  from  treating  this  as  a  foolish  bit  of 
pedantry  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lowe  he 
welcomed     it    in     these    words — 

**  H«  rejoiced  that  even  the  suspicion  of  a 
tax  on  the  food  of  the  poor  man  sliould  be 
taken  awHy  by  ihe  Budget." 

I  wonder  whether  he  would  rejoice  at 
the  suspicion  that  a  tax  on  the  food  of 
the  people  is  being  replaced  by  the 
Budget  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  1 
That  a  suspicion,  well  founded  or  not, 
has  been  raised,  and  will  be  raised, 
cannot,  I  think,  be  denied.  We  have 
been  wanting  an  answer  all  this  even- 
ing from  the  Government  and  their 
supporters  as  to  who  is  going  to  pay  this 
tax.  It  is  not  a  trifle.  You  may  talk 
about  a  farthing  or  an  eighth  of  a  farthing 
on  the  quartern  loaf,  but  what  you  are 
going  to  raise  upon  the  imported  corn  and 
what  you  will  necessarily  raise  on  the 
corn  grown  in  this  country  when  you 
have  followed   the  rise  of   the  imported 

Sir  JFUliam  Harcourt, 


corn  will  amount  to  nearly  £4,000,000. 
Somebody  is  going  to  pay  that.  We 
have  had  most  elaborate  demonstrations 
to  the  contrary.  We  have  had  a  most 
ingenious  agreement  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  Stretford  Division 
of  Lancashire.  He  went  on  with  an 
elaborate  economical  discourse  showing 
that  the  consumer  would  not  pay,  and 
then  I  expected  he  would  go  on  to  tell 
us  who  would  pay.  But  we  are  in  this 
position— that  £4,000,000  is  going  to  be 
raised  on  these  articles. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Why  four  % 


Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  Y  take 
£2,600,000  for  what  you  raise  here  ;  then 
we  are  taking  a  third  as  the  quantity 
that  will  be  raised  in  this  country.  \ 
believe,  of  course,  that  will  follow — that 
that  also  will  be  raised,  though  it  has  this 
advantage — it  will  not  go  into  the  Ex- 
chequer at  all.  I  should  like  also  to 
have  a  second  question  answered — 
not  merely  who  will  pay,  but  who  will 
in  in  this  matter.  We  know  that  the 
Exchequer  will  not  gain  the  whole ;  who 
will  gain  the  rest  ?  These  two  questions 
remain  totally  unanswered  up  to  the 
present  in  this  discussion.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Sleaford  has  made  some 
remarks  which  do  not  come  to  a  con- 
clusion on  this  question,  but  which,  I 
think,  may  help  us  to  a  conclusion.  He 
said,  and  I  agree,  that  the  price  of  com 
is  mainly  regulated  by  demand  and 
supply;  and  if  you  have  a  bad  harvest 
you  have  a  high  price,  if  a  good  harvest 
a  low  price.  That  is  what  my  right  hon. 
friend  called  "the  world  price  of  the 
commodity."  But  when  you  put  a  tax 
of  this  kind  on  a  commodity,  you  add  a 
fixed  quantity  to  the  price.  For  instance, 
the  world  price  of  corn  rises  4s.,  and 
then  it  comes  to  a  country  which  puts  on 
an  additional  shilling,  and  therefore  the 
price  rises  5s.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
price  falls  4s.,  and  comes  to  a  country  which 
puts  on  a  shilling,  the  price  in  that  country 
only  falls  3s.  That  isexactly  what  theChan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  told  us  happened 
in  the  case  of  sugar.  He  told  us  that 
the  price  of  sugar  did  not  rise.  But  why 
did  it  not  rise  ?  Because  tkere  had  been 
a  very  superabundant  crop  of  beetroot, 
the  consequence  of  which  was  that  the 
price  fell  a  great  deal  more  than^  or  as 
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much  as,  the  tax  would  have  raised  it 
Therefore  this  shilling  is  additional  to 
the  market  price,  which  is  determined  by 
supply  and  demand.     That  is  extremely 


puts  it  on  the  miller,  who,  having  turned 
it  into  flour,  puts  it  on  the  baker ;  and 
then  the  baker  has  nobody  else  to  put 
it  on  except  the  consumer.      The  con- 


simple.     Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  sumer  is  the  man  who  must  have  it  in 


tells  us  that  the  baker  does  not  raise  the 
price  of  bread  unless  there  is  a  difference 
of  38.  or  48. 


the  end.  There  is  an  old  and  rather 
vernacular  saying,  "The  devil  take  the 
hindmost,"  and  it  is  the  consumer  who  is 
the  hindmost  in  this  case.  We,  at  least, 
have  an  intelligible  doctrine  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  what  is  yours  1     It  is  that  you 


It   is  quite  plain,  therefore,  that   this 
particular  tax  will   determine  the  rising 

of   the  price,  because  it   may   briner  the  ^     ,  -  -     , 

rise  just  to  that  point  where  the  higher  i  f^^  ^,  !^^3^  ^  ^f  \^  «"°^  «^  "^^"^X'  a^^ 
price  is  imposed.  That  is  what  ex^tly  i  ^^^  l^  "^  '^^^  ^«  ^*"  ^'^  anyone  or,  at  all 
happens  and  what  always  will  happen.  ^''^°^»  >^^"  ^^  ""''^  ^J^^/-  I  7>»  not  say 
It  raav  be  a  contribution  to  that  risTin  ^^^^  ^^  "^^  ^^j;^-  ^^^«  ^^>«  ^^^^l^S^  « 
the  Market  price  which  leads  to  the  "'T'  ^^.^"^^^  ^.  ^^Y^^  «^™^,  ^'«*r«'' 
change  in  the  price  upon  the  small  quanti- '  ^n^J^rstanding  on  this  subject.  I  am  not 
ties  distributed  by  bakers.  Now,  I  affirm  |  ^''^"S,  l"^  any  elaborate,  economical 
that  in  taxe.s  of  this  kind  they  must  and  speculation  regarding  it  I  only  wwh  to 
always  will  ultimatelv  fall  on  the  con- 1  P''^  ^^®  °^*^^'"  f  ^^  presents  itself  to  me, 
sumer.  That  is  our  proposition,  but  if  «»  a  commonplace,  commonsense  view, 
jou  deny  that,  tell  us  on  whom  it  will    ^*''^*^'   ]   ^Ij^ve,   is  consistent  with  the 

fall.  We  have  a  doctrine  which  we  affirm  ^  ''?'^^''  ?^  ^^^'':  ^^  .^^"^'  ^  *^°"^  ^K*^ 
and  you  deny.  Here  are  three  or  four  ^^"^  pnncipd  factor  m  this  matter  is  the 
millions  imposed  by  taxation,  and  you  *l"^sf'on  of  demand  and  supply  -  that 
cannot  tell  us  on  whom  the  burden  will  ^fguktes  the  market  price.  But  I  6ay 
fall.  You  have  no  views  on  the  subject.  '  ^^?^  ^[^  artificial  or  exceptional  char„^e  of 
The  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Meml>er  ^l'^  character  is  a  fixed  aggravation  of 
for  Slftiford  savs  that  no  one  can  tell  on  ,  ^^"^  P"^^  ^  determined  by  demand  and 
whom  it  will  fall,  but  surely  that  is  a  ?"PP'^'  *."?  ^*^^S  therefore,  in  all  cases, 
verv  important  matter.  It  is  quite  plain  i  '^  '^^}^\  either  add  to  the  rise  of  the  price, 
thai  it  goes  through  a  number  of  different  \  ^''  diminish  the  fall  of  the  price  according 


try  to  get  na  oi  ine  is.,  ii  is  an  article  '  tt       •  lT  •    :•'   'n —     . ,  .  .V 

you  want,  and  there  is  the  market  price  I  ^^  °"g^,'^  J'?«*  *«  J'®"  say  the  multiplica- 

determined  bv  supply  and  demand  at  the  f'*'"  ^^'^  ^«  »  f'^J^^y-     ^  ^^  '«'  ^^^  '^ 

tim.-,   and   you   put  Is.  tax   a<<ainst  the  "'  *.  theory  founded  upon  fa«t  and  obser- 

nuirkct  price  of  the  day  and  vo»  have  to  ''*"«°-    ,^'  these  economical  propositions 

pav  it.     Some  say  that  the  tax   will  be  ,  are  merely  generalisations  upon  the  obser- 

paid  by  the  foreigner.     Why  should  ho  ?  '*'**'«°  of  facts  which  everybody  is  now 

I  sh(iu!d  like  those  people  who  think  that  afiuiint*^  «^'th.     There  is  the  theory  of 

taxes  put  upon  commodities  are  paid  by  P/otection.     \\e   have   found   out  what 

the  foreigner  Ui  go  and  ask  some  man  in  f'**^  *^*^''>'  '«  '""'^'^  =  "^^  ^.'">*'  .""*  T''*'' 
the  Unite.!  States,  or,  better  still,  some  '^  conse.,uenccs  were.  The  nght  hon. 
la^lv  who  lives  there,  whether  the  duties  t^eiitleman  the  Member  for  Sleaford  very 
■which  are  put  there  on  articles  of  dress  f™".'*'>'  ^^^  ."«  what  he  thought  of  Pro- 
that  come  from  Paris  or  London  are  tectiou  when  it  existed  That  is  a  theory 
placed  upon  the  foreigner;  and  if,  on  I  ^^'^''  K^  been  exploded  by  the  experi- 
the  other  hand,  they  are  not  paid  by  the  ■  ^""^^  ''iJ'^^>  ^f'"''  ^""^^^  J"  *  '•'^^''^ 
husband.  I  think  that  might  dispose  of  ?'""•  ,That  is  .,uite  true.  It  has  to  be 
the  doctrine  that  taxes  of  this  kind  are  J"''o«'  !»>'  ^*»«  exp.;rience  of  facts,  and  it 
pai.l  by  the  foreigner.  However,  I  dis-  •■'  experience  of  fiuts  that  induces  us  to 
pense  With  this  matter  for  the  moment.        mainUiin  the  theory  of  \  ree  Trade  and  the 

propositions  and  conclusions  to  which  it 
I  will  at-k  who  is  going  to  pay  for  it  necessarily  leads.  The  right  hon.  (Jeiitle- 
in  England.  The  importer,  who  has  to  man  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
iKiy  for  it,  will  put  it  on  somelKKly  else,  very  confident  on  the  night  of  the  Budget 
lie  prol)ably  puts  it  on  the  com  factor,  that  it  was  tjuite  out  of  the  question 
who  will  put  it  on  somelxidy  else.     He    that  there  should  be  any  rise  in  price. 

VOL  CVI.  [Fourth  Seriks.]  2  P 
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Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  dissented 

Sir  WHuLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  think 
you  have  become  a  little  less  confident 
since.     I  noticed  a  singular  change  of 
tone.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
"  Oh,  yes,  that  is  the  usual  consequence 
of  the  imposition  of  a   tax."     What  is 
the  usual  consequence  ?    He  said,  "  There 
is  a  rise."     He  says   bakers  have  only 
been  waiting  for  his  tax  in  order  to  raise 
the  price  of  the  lowest  price  loaf.     Why 
has  he  given  them  that  excuse,  if  without 
this  tax  they  would  not  have  done  it  1 
It  is  exactly  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the  Member  for  Sleaford  said  just 
now.      He   said,    "It  is    not  until    the 
market  price  has  risen  to  a  certain  point 
that  the  price  of  the  loaf  will  be  increased 
by  the  baker."     Yes,  and  that   is  just 
what  you    have    done.      The    cup  was 
nearly   overflowing ;    you    have    poured 
more    into    it,   and    it   has    overflowed, 
because  the  price  is  raised.    And  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  the  thing  will  not 
last.     How  does  he  know  that  ?     In  my 
opinion,  whether  it  lasts  or  not,  depen(is 
upon  the  question.  What  is  the  market 
price  of  corn  ?     If  the  market  price  of 
corn  goes   up,  of  course  it  will   last — 
the  condition  to  which   the  right   hon. 
Gentleman    the  ^  Member    for    Sleaford 
alluded    will  have    been    fulfilled — that 
is    to    say,    there    will   have   been   that 
rise   in   the  price  of   corn   which   leads 
necessarily   to  an  increase  in  the  price 
of  bread.     It  is  perfectly  well  illustrated, 
as  I  venture  to  say,  in  the  case  of  the 
sugar  duty.      You  were  not  sensible  of 
the  increase  in  the  price  of  sugar,  because 
the  fall  had  been    so    great    that    the 
increase  due  to  the  tax  was  lost  in  the 
fall   which   was  due   to  the  increase   of 
the  produce  of  beet.      That   illustrates, 
I    think,    extremely    well    what    would 
happen.     But  allow  me  to  say  another 
word  upon    the    absurdity    of    what    I 
would    call    the    small    coin    argument. 
It  is  said  because  the  coin  must  be  so 
small  that  therefore  it  is  impossible  that 
it   ever  can   be   levied.      If  that  is  so, 
that  is  a  splendid  principle  to  go  upon. 
Only  levy  small  taxes  which  will  necessi- 
tate infinitesimal  coins,  and  then  nobody 
will  pay  because  no  coin  is  small  enough. 
Put  a  small  tax  upon  everything,  arrange 
it  so  that  when  it  comes  ultimatelv  to  the 
consumer,  the  tax  is  so  small  tnat  you 
cannot  collect  it,  and  then  nobody  will 
be  hurt,  and  everybody  will  get  rid  of 

Sir  JFiUiam  Harcourt. 


\  it,  including  the  consumer,  beeause  tbe 
coin  will  be  so  small  he  will  not  pay  it 
Therefore  you  have  any  amount  of 
millions,  and  you  will  not  want  the 
income  tax  or  anything  else.  In  the 
lines  of  the  poet — 

'*  My  woand  is  great  because  it  U  so  sdiaII.'^ 

But  this  wound,  being  so  small,  ia  repr^ 
sented  not  to  be  a  wound  at  alL  These 
discussions  are  founded  upon  joket 
rather  than  upon  real  argument.  How- 
ever, all  this  is  done  upon  the  principle 
of  '*  broadening  the  basis  of  taxation.'' 
That  seems  to  be  a  comfortable  phrase 
with  a  good  many  people.  It  is  really 
an  euphonism  for  multiplying  taxes  ;  hx 
broadening  the  basis  of  taxation  yon 
multiply  taxes.  The  more  you  broaden 
the  basis  the  more  taxes  you  have. 
Well,  Sir,  if  there  is  anything  which  I 
thought  I  learnt  in  the  last  half-centurj 
it  was  that,  if  progress  was  to  be  made 
and  if  there  was  to  be  an  improvement 
in  finance  effected,  it  was  not  by  multi- 
plying but  by  minimising  the  number 
of  taxes.  That  was  the  policy  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel.  That  was  the  policy  oi 
Mr.  Gladstone,  who  took  off  more  than 
100  taxes,  and  now  you  are  beginning 
to  encumber  your  tariff  which  was  the 
envy  of  the  world.  How  many  ncv 
taxes  are  there  to  be?  What  is  tbe 
condition  of  the  wealth  of  your  country 
and  the  flourishing  nature  of  the 
finances  on  thai  narrow  basis  of  taxation 
compared  with  what  they  were  when 
you  had  taxation  on  the  broadening 
basis  ?  We  know  what  the  condition 
of  the  country  was  when  the  taxation 
was  on  a  broadening  basis.  In  mj 
opinion,  if  you  have  to  add  additional 
taxes  to  your  tariff — if  the  neceGsities  of 
your  position,  if  the  waste  of  the  war, 
make  that  necessary — ^it  is  a  great  mis- 
fortune. It  is  a  very  evil  reaction  m 
regard  to  your  taxation,  and  it  is  a 
thing  to  be  repaired  as  soon  as  possible 
and  not  to  be  taken  as  a  princide  on 
which  you  desire  to  embark.  I  am 
extremely  desirous  not  to  detain  the 
House  on  any  hair-splitting  alignment 
I  wish  to  treat  this  matter  upon  tti 
broad  basi^,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  borrov 
a  phrase.  But  do  not  imagine  that 
because  this  is  a  small  tax,  therefore  it 
involves  only  a  small  question.  In  mj 
opinion  it  is  a  very  great  financia) 
question,  and  in  another  sense,  and  in  • 


1041  JFays  and  Means—         {22  April  1902} 


Report 


1042 


greater  sense,  it  is  a  great   moral  and 
political  question  and  one  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  people  of  this  country. 
When   the    policy  of    Free   Trade   was 
established  it  elevated  the  people  out  of 
the  condition  of  misery  in  which  they 
were  and  which  it  is  shocking  to  think 
of  now.    The  misery  of  the   people  in 
this  country  when  I   was  a  youth,  in 
184d«  when  I  liyed   in  Lancashire  was 
•hooking.    Starving  mobs  were  tramp- 
ing   through   the    country   and  people 
were  shot  in  the  streets.    That  was  not 
merely  a  shocking  spectacle,  it  was  a 
most  alarming  political  and  social  evil. 
It  is  to  Free  Trade  that  we  owe  not  only 
the  change  from  all  that,  until  we  have 
from   the    right    hon.    Grentleman    the 
picturesque  scene  which  he  described  to 
us,  when  he  talked  of  people  with  wages 
of    18s.  a  week— ^ An    Hon.    Member: 
Thirteen  Shillings.]  —  yes,  13s.   a  week, 
huving  not  only  bread  but  butter  and 
meat  every  day  of  the  week.    I  therefore 
admit  that,  upon  his  facts,  they  will  not 
suffer  much   from  his  tax.    They   will 
only  have  to  spare  a  joint  or  two  every 
day.     But  there  are  tens  of  thousands,  I 
fear  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  people  who 
have  not  even  13s.  a  week,  and  who  do  not 
have  butter  every  day,  who  do  not  have 
meat  every  day,  and  who  are  not  in  a 
position  of  that  comfort  which  weare  happy 
to  think  the  great  mass  of  the  population 
of  this  country  enjoys.     It  is  to  that 
class  that  this  tax  will   have  its  most 
dangerous  application.    Sir  Robert  Peel, 
speaking  of  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws, 
said  that  the  daily  labourer  in  his  toil 
would  eat   his  daily   bread   unleavened 
with  a  sense  of  injustice.     I  say  that  the 
proposal  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  an  act  of  injustice  to  people 
who  are  living  on  the  margin  of  starva- 
tion ;  and  if  you  believe  that  there  are 
not  thousands  and  thousands  of  such 
people    in    this    country,    you    know 
nothing  of  the  condition  of  things  which 
exists.    There  are  many  homes  in  which 
very  little  else  but  bread  is  seen.    I  know 
it  is  a  fact.    In  many  houses  both  in  the 
country  and  in  the  slums  of  our  great 
towns    the    people  can    ill    afford    the 
smallest  coins  with  which  they  can  deal. 
Tliis  country  is  divided    into    various 

classes.    There  are  people  whose  domestic 

economy  is  measured  by  the  sovereign ; 

there  are  people  whose  domestic  economy 


is  measured  by  the  shilling ;  and  there 
are  people  whose  domestic  economy  is 
measured  by  the  penny.  I  cordially 
agree  with  the  statement  which  has  been 
inade  that  you  ought  to  have  had  re- 
course to  any  and  every  tax  before  you 
descended  to  a  tax  on  the  food  of  the 
poorest  of  the  people.  The  difference 
between  wealth  and  poverty  depends 
upon  the  margin ;  and  there  are  many 
thousands  of  people  in  this  country  who 
have  no  margin  at  all,  who  do  not  know 
when  they  get  up  what  they  will  have 
to  live  on  during  the  day.  You  talk  of 
the  housing  of  the  poor.  Yes,  Sir,  these 
houses  are  wanted  by  the  poor.  But 
food  also  is  wanted  by  the  poor.  I 
believe  there  are  in  this  House  many 
Members  sitting  on  the  opposite  side 
whose  sentiments  do  not  differ  from 
those  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
express.  I  know  well  enough  the 
pressure  of  Party  ties.  I  believe  that 
not  a  few  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  have  an  uneasy  feeling  as  to  the 
results  of  this  proposal,  not  only  its 
political  results  but  its  social  and  material 
results  upon  a  great  number  of  the 
poorer  of  their  fellow-citizens.  I  do  not 
know  what  course  they  will  think  it 
their  duty  to  take;  but  this  I  do 
know  that  the  Party  which  sits  upon 
this  side  of  the  House  has  its  profound 
conviction  of  what  is  right  in  this  matter 
and  of  the  course  which  it  will  pursue. 
To  this  tax  I  feel  confident  that  Members 
on  this  side  will  offer  a  resolute  and 
persistent  resistance.  Though  they  may 
be  defeated  on  this  occasion  and  even  in 
the  contest  upon  this  tax,  the  feeling  of 
those  who  suffer  and  those  who  sym- 
pathise with  them  in  their  sufferings 
throughout  the  country  wiU  remove  the 
injustice  which  this  tax  will  impose,  and 
relieve  those  who  ought  not  to  have 
their  food  taxed  from  the  dangerous 
proposal  contained  in  this  Budget. 


r. 


(11.29.)  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Mr. 
Speaker^  I  gather  from  the  general  tenour 
of  the  debate  tonight  that  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  think  they  have 
an  excellent  platform  case,  which  may 
serve  them  in  the  somewhat  embarrassing 
position  in  which  from  other  circum- 
stances to  which  I  need  not  further  refer 
they  at  present  find  themselves.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  platform  case  at 
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tho  present  moment.  I  have  to  do  now 
with  the  House  of  Commons  case,  the 
case  which  is  offered  to  an  audience  in 
which  there  are  critics  and  in  which  an 
answer  may  be  expected,  and  I  confess 
that  so  far  as  that  case  is  concerned  I 
think  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  cut 
rather  a  sorry  figure.  The  truth  is  they 
are  placed  at  a  very  ^reat  disadvantage, 
for  they  have  not  only  the  fiscal  history 
of  the  country  but  the  fiscal  history  of 
their  Party  to  deal  with ;  and  the  most 
honoured  names  in  their  Party  ar- 
against  them  in  this  matter.  They  have 
struggled  against  adverse  circumstances 
with  remarkable  courage,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of — I  do  not  know  how  to  put  it — 
what  is  proper  in  this  kind  of  controversy 
in  one  of  the  contributions  he  has  made 
to  the  history  of  the  question.  He  made 
a  quotation  from  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Cross,  who  interposed  in  the  debate  of 
1869  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Is.  duty. 
The  words  he  quoted  from  Lord  Cross 
were  quoted  accurately,  as  we  might  ex- 
pect ;  but  he  forgot  to  quote  the  sentencf^ 
which  immediately  preceded  his  quota- 
tion.    The  words  were  as  follows — 

"Mr.  A8<«heton  Cross" — as  he  then  was — 
"  observed  that  the  total  al)olition  of  the  Is. 
duty  on  com,  not  thnt  he  believed  that  the 
Is.  duty  had  the  effect  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  have  the  House  to  suppose, 
or  that  it  had  increased  the  price  of  wheat 
throughout  the  country." 

The  rest  i^  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man quoted.  Lord  Cross  was  quoted  as 
having  approved  the  abolition  of  the  Is. 
duty,  and  he  did  approve  it ;  but  in  the 
sentence  in  which  he  expressed  his 
approval  he  said  that  the  duty  did  not 
have  the  effect  tlie  light  hon.  Gentleman 
says  it  has  ;  and  if  it  did  not  have  that 
effect  the  whole  scaffolding  of  the  argu- 
ment falls  to  the  ground. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  AU  I 
said  with  reference  to  Lord  (  ross  was 
that  he  said  that  one  of  his  principal 
reasons  for  approving  the  abolition  of 
the  duty  was  that  it  would  remove  the 
suspicion  that  it  had  that  effect. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Well,  then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  stump  the 
country  on  a  suspicion  If  he  is  prepared 
to  go  down  to  the  constituencies  and  say 
that  Lord  Cross  said  that  the  Is.  duty 

[   Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour, 


did  not  raise  the  price  of  corn,  but  that 
its  abolition  would  remove  a  suspicion 
that  it  did,  he  and  I,  after  all,  are  not 
so  very  far  apart.  But  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  got  to  deal,  from  their  own 
point  of  view,  with  more  formidable 
figures  in  the  history  of  this  tax,  than 
Lord  Cross.  They  have  got  to  deal  with 
Sir  Robert  Peel  and  Mr.  Gladstone,  an*!  it 
is  really  very  entertaining  to  hear  the 
principles  they  have  thrust  into  the  mouths 
of  those  eminent  financiers  and  the  version 
they  have  given  of  their  opinions  and  objec- 
tions. I  think  it  was  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Wolver- 
hampton who  said  that  Sir  Robert  Peel  was 
perfectly  justified  in  imposing  a  Is.  duty 
as  a  registration  duty,  but  that  had  be 
foreseen  how  much  it  would  bring  in  he 
would  not  have  imposed  it  In  other 
words,  the  tax  would  have  been  con- 
demned by  the  very  fact  that  it  was  fruit- 
ful. As  long  as  it  was  a  statistical  tax, 
as  long  as  it  brought  in  no  profit  to  any- 
body but  the  framer  of  economic  statistics, 
it  was  perfectly  legitimate,  but  when  it 
brings  in  something  considerable  to  the 
revenue  it  is  a  tax  to  be  condemned.  Is 
not  that  a  most  amusing  view  to  put  for- 
ward to  a  reasonable  body  of  gentlemen  t 
We  are  now  told,  mark  you,  to  use  the 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down,  that  we  are  injuring 
that  vast  class  of  the  population  who  are 
living  on  the  margin  of  starvation.  We 
are  told  that  we  are  injuring  them  by  this 
duty  on  corn,  which  was  passed  by  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  and  which  was  supported 
and  amended  by  Mr.  Gladstone.  It  at 
least  had  the  same  effect  in  those  years  as 
it  has  at  the  present  time ;  and  it  bad  not 
the  same  excuse  in  those  years,  for  in 
those  years  it  was  put  on  as  a  registration 
duty.  Now  it  is  put  on  as  a  great 
source  of  revenue.  Therefore  you  are 
driven  to  this  astounding  conclusion— 
that  it  was  justifiable  to  injure  that 
class  of  the  population  living  on  the 
margin  of  starvation  so  long  as  your  sole 
motive  was  curiosity  about  your  statistics ; 
but  that  directly  it  comes  to  dealing  with 
a  great  financial  difficulty  in  which  the 
country  finds  itself,  and  which  on  all 
hands  is  recognised  as  requiring  new 
financial  methods,  then  what  is  legitimate 
as  a  registration  tax  becomes  illegitimate 
as  a  source  of  revenue. 

So   much   for   Sir  Robert   Peel  as   he 
appeared   in    the   version    of    his   fiscal 
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policy  presented  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. Now  I  come  to  the  equally 
astonishing  version  of  Mr.  Gladstones 
financial    policy   as     presented     to    the 


incidents,  did  abolish  the  duty  on  corn, 
but  which  is  better  known  to  history  as 
the  Budget  in  which  the  match  tax — 
that  inopportune  and  unhappy    match 


i louse  of  Commons.     In  this  case  the  .  tax — was    proposed.    [Hon.     Members  : 
facta    are,    of    course,    beyond    dispute,  j  No,  not    that    year.]    I     apologise     for 


They  are  on  record,  and  nobody  attempts 
to  controvert  them.  The  facts  are  these — 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  not  only  accepted  the 


the  error ;  but  I  rather  think  that  much 
cannot  be  made  of  it  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  remember  that  when  the  match  tax 


tax,  not  only  imposed  it  year  after  year  ^^s  proposed  Mr.  Lowe  was  still 
during  his  Chancellorship  of  the  Ex- 1  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  still 
chequer,  but  actually  remodelled  it  and  subordinate  to  the  dominating  genius 
introduced  into  it  some  kinds  of  grain  I  ^j^^  ^^  ^re  given  to  understand  was 
that  had  not  been  introduced  into  it !  always  responsible  for  the  Budgets  of 
when  left  by  Sir  Robert  Peel.  He  ceased  l^g  Government,  whether  Chancellor 
to  be  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  he  ,  ^f  ^j^^  Exchequer  or  not.  Therefore, 
l>ccame  Pnme  Mmister,  and  Mr.  Lowe  as  |  ^  ^re  to  regard  Mr.  Gladstone  as  not 
his  ChanceUor  of  the  P.xchequer  repe^ed  ^.^y  responsible  for  the  shilling  duty  on 
the  tax  These  are  the  facts.  At  first '  ^^rnSrhile  he  was  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
sight  they  are  erabarrassmg  to  hon.  and  ,    j^  j^^^   ^^,     ^^  j    y^   ^s 

right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposi^.  .  [An  I  ^^y  ^  ^^  ^^^y^i^^  ^^  tj^^^ 
ifoN.  Member:     Notatafll]    I  saicJ  at .   ^  ^       ^^^^^.^^^^^^^^ 

first    sight.      How    do   .they  ^^^^^^^    Exchequer,   and  all   the  other  and  un- 

i'^'^M    ^"^  t^  ?u' '*'^*''  ^r^    n    n     successf^^  of   Mr.   Lowe's 

the  Member    for  the  forest    of    Dean, .  ^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^  ^^i^^„ 

and  m  part  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman  ,  f  ^^^^^^^.^  g^^^.i^l  j^^^,  of  whom 
for    Wolverhampton  deal    with     them  1,  j^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^ 

•*0h'    says    the    right    hon.    Member-       ^  ^^^^  ^  ,^^  history  of  Mr. 

^r  the  I'orest  of  Dean,  -when  Mr.  i  ^.j^^^^^  ^  3^^^^  ^,^1,^  right  hon. 
Gladstone  was  Chancellor  of  the  |  Q^^tleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Exchequer  you  must  remember  that ,  jj^^^^  j^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^f  this  evening's 
Lord  Palmerston  was  Pnme  Mmister.  I  j^^ate.  Considering  merely  the  history 
And,  no  doubt,  it  was  owing  to  that  ^j  ^^is  tax,  J  cannot  say  that  their  efibrts, 
maleficent  genius's  suggestion  that  Mr.  g^renuous  as  they  have  been,  to  extract 
Gladstone  was  induced  to  retain,  reform,  i  themselves  from  the  toils  woven  around 
and  remodel  the  tax  so  injurious  to  that  them  by  that  undeniable  history  have 
large  portion  of  our  population  who  live  j  i^een  very  successful, 
on  the  margin  of  starvation.  But  i  j  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^.^at  is  more  important 
then  he  became  Prime  Mmister.     Then   ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^^e  tax-namely,  its 

the  real  financial  genius  shining   ^^^.^      j        ^^  ^^at  we  are  not  bound 


on 
th 
he  was 


luu  iiuw  tiiiuii  wi«t  W.U8C  irruu  "»;^  Lowe,  or  of  Mr.  Cross,  or  ot  anyooay 
most  at  heart  Mr.  Gladstone  s  financial  I  ^j^^  ^r^  ^a^^  ^^  consider  this  tax  on  its 
fame  will  be  induced  in  their  more  sober  i  merits  ;  and  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
momenu,  in  their  more  careful  moments  House  to  consider  for  one  moment  on 
to  endorse  this  theory  ;  for  what  does  it  ^jj^^t  grounds  do  they  suppose  that  this 
do  ]  It  wipes  out  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  tax  is  really  going  to  make  any 
political  career  all  these  years  in  which  important  difference  in  the  price  of  grain, 
he  made  his  great  reputation  as  a  Does  any  human  being  suppose  that  the 
financier,  all  the  years  of  the  great  imposition  of  a  shilling  duty  on  corn  will 
Budgets,  all  the  years  on  which  I '  bring  into  cereal  cultivation  in  this 
venture  to  think  his  most  solid  title  to  country  a  single  acre  not  under  cereal 
the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen  and  his  cultivation  at  the  present  time  ]  Does 
great  fame  in  the  history  of  his  country  any  one  suppose  that  a  single  farmer  in 
wiD  be  founded— wipes  these  out  and  this  country  will  say  :  "  1  could  not  grow 
puts  the  credit  of  them  down  to  Lord  wheat,  barley,  or  oats  at  a  profit  before 
Palmerston,  and  rests  his  reputation  on  this  tax  was  put  on,  but  now  I  will  try 
a  Budget  which,  no  doubt,  as  one  of  its  I  my  hand  at  it  1"     I  do  not  believe  that 
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a  single  Gentleman  acquainted  with  the 
conditions  of  agricultural  life  will  advance 
that  proposition.     If,  then,  no  new  land 
will  be  brought  under  corn  cultivation  in 
this  country,  I  ask  the  converse  question 
— Is  there  a  single  acre  in  the  United 
States,  in  Canada,  in  Russia,  in  India,  in 
any  country  whence  we  draw  our  supplies, 
is   there  a  single  acre  in  any  of  these 
countries  which  will  go  out  of  cultivation 
because  we  put  this  duty  on  corn  ?      Or 
is  there  a  single  quarter  of  com  which  in 
consequence   of  this  tax  will  be  diverted 
from  this  country  to  any  foreign  port  1 1  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  single  Gentleman  in 
this  House,   whatever    may  be   his  pre- 
judices in  this  matter,  who  will  venture 
to  answer  those  questions  except  in  the 
negative.    If  then,  that  is  so,  what  is  the 
only  conclusion  to  be  drawn  ?     If  there 
is  no  more  com  to  be  produced  here,  and 
if  there  is  no  less  corn  to  be  produced 
abroad  which  finds  its  way  here,  why  is 
the  price  to  be  altered  to  the  consumer  1 
[Laughter.]  I  gather  from  these  ironical 
cheers  that  I  am  speaking  to  a  body  of 
expert  economists  who  have  considered 
the  question,  and  are  perfectly  capable  of 
telling   us   on    whom   the  incidence  of 
taxation  falls  whenever  a  tax  is  imposed. 
Indeed,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken  declared  that  his  Party 
had  a  creed,  that  creed  being  that  the 
consumer  always  bears  the  tax,   and  he 
dared  us  to  advance  any  dogmatic  theory 
in  the  opposite  direction.     Well,  I  hope 
there  is  a  larger  knowledge  of  political 
economy  diffused  throughout  the  House 
than  appears  to  be  concentrated  in  some 
very  high  authorities  on  the  other  side. 
There  is  not  a  single  student  of  political 
economy  who  witt  venture  to  say  that 
the  question  can  be  answered  a  priori  or 
dogmatically  in   regard   to  any  tax.     I 
suppose  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows 
exactlv   who  pays  the  export  coal  tax. 
He  told  us  last  year,  I  believe,  the  pro- 
ducer would  bear  that.    Therefore,  we 
have  this  interesting  conclusion  drawn 
from  the  economical  studies  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  speaking  for  his  Party, 
that  if  America  puts  an  export  duty  on 
corn,  they  would  pay  it,  and  if  we  put 
the  same  duty  on  in  our  ports  we  should 
pay  it,  that  a  shilling  duty  in  New  York 
is  paid  by  Americans,  and  a  shilling  duty 
in  Liverpool  is  paid  by  EngUshmen.    That 
is  the  doctrine  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfowr, 


'  ♦SiE  HENRY  FOWLER:  I  never 
said  that  the  producer  paid  the  export 
duty.  Ultimately  the  consumer  pays  the 
cost  of  the  production,  if  any,  upon^an 
article. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  entirely 
dissent  from  that  as  a  doctrine  of 
economics,  and  I  can  quote  on  my  behalf 
every  single  speaker  against  the  coal  tax 
in  the  debate  last  year.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
one  of  them.  But  was  there  a  single 
Gentleman  on  that  side  who  came  down 
and  said  —  **  Whatever  happens  this 
month  or  next,  or  this  year,  the  con- 
sumer will  ultimately  pay."  If  the 
doctrine  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  sound,  ought  we  not  to  upset 
i  our  whole  system  of  finance  and 
I  have  only  export  duties  1  If  the  con- 
sumer in  all  cases  pays  the  whole  tax, 
it  is  simply  a  mathematical  corollary 
that  whatever  tax.  we  put  on  ought  to  be 
an  export  tax.  I  really  think  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  consider  the 
conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  his  dogma 
he  will  be  involved  in  more  doubts  and 
difficulties  than  he  supposes. 

The  real  truth  is,  putting  aside  these 
repartees  across  the  floor  of  the  House, 
in  all  seriousness,  I  do  not  believe  any 
economist  will  dogmatically  say  how  a 
tax  is  ultimately  paid.  It  is  wholly 
absurd  to  suppose  that  in  all  cases  it  is 
paid  by  the  consumer.  In  this  case,  so 
far  as  I  understand  the  circumstances,  I 
beUeve  only  a  fraction  will  be  paid  by 
the  consumer.  [**  Oh,  oh  !  "  **  Who  pays 
the  rest  1 "]  The  producer,  the  middle- 
man,  the  other  parties  in  the  transaction. 
The  idea  that  it  must  fall  on  the  con- 
sumer I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  interrupted  me  is  an  economic 
heresy  of  the  grossest  character,  and  he 
really  ought  to  brush  up  his  political 
economy,  which  at  one  time  I  am  sure, 
was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

I  think  it  is  sometimes  forgotten  that 
the  doctrine  of  Free  Trade  is  not  a 
mere  speculative  hypothesis,  that 
it  is  not  a  metaphysical  theory, 
and  it  is  not  even  a  theological  dogma, 
but  that  it  is  a  practical  thing.  Pro- 
tection, be  it  good  or  bad,  is  only  Protec- 
tion when  it  prevents  the  foreigner  from 
importing  that  which  he  can  produce 
more  cheaply  than  your  own  people,  and 
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^nablee  your  own  people  to  produce  that 
in  regard  to  which  in  the  open  market 
the  foreimer  would  have  an  advantage. 
That  is  rrotection.     Free  Trade  is  the 
converse  of  that;  and  really  and  truly, 
unless  ^'ou  can  show  that  something  of 
that   kuid  will  occur  in  this  case,  it  is 
perfectly  absurd  to  say  that  the  doctrines 
of  Free  Trade  are  impugned.     Unless  you 
can  show,  with  some  measure  of  plausi- 
bility, that  the  English  farmer  will  grow 
what   without    this    tax   he   would    not 
otherwise     have    grown,    or     that    the 
foreign  farmer  will  cease  to  grow  what 
without  this  tax  he  would  have  grown. 
Free    Trade    is    not    touched ;     and    I 
have  only  to  ask  that  pi-actical  question 
to  show'that  Free  Trade  is  wholly  outside 
the  purview  of  this  tax.    Does  any  human 
being  suppose  that  there  is  an  English 
farmer  so  abandoned — his  enemies  accuse 
him  of  not  always  being  animated  with 
infinite  wisdom — but  is  there  a  farmer  so 
foolish,  with  wheat  oscillating  as  it  has, 
not  by  shillings,   but  by   five,  ten,  and 
twenty  shillings,  as  to  alter  his  system  of 
cultivation  because  a  shilling  duty  is  put 
on  com  ?    Or,  conversely,  is  there  a  single 
farmer  in  America,  Canada,  or  elsewhere, 
who,  in  consequence  of  this  shilling  duty, 
is  going  to  alter  his  system  of  cultivation 
or  the  amount  of    land  he  has   under 
tillage  ?      If    those    two    questions    are 
Answered  in  the  negative,  as  they  must 
be,   then,   except  as  mere   metaphysics, 
as  a  mere  abstract  speculation,  and  not  as 
a  practical  matter,  the  doctrine  of  Free 
Trade  or  of  Protection  is  not  touched  upon 
one  way  or  the  other.     May  I  just  read 
these  figures  to  the  House.     The  average 
price  of  com  for  1894  to  1900  were  as 
foDows :— 23s.,  268.,  30s.,  348.,  25s.,  26s. 
It  will  be  observed  that  in  a  succession 
of  years,  from  1894  to  1900,  the  varia- 
tions in  the  price  of  wheat  were  from  23s. 
to  348.  as  the  highest.     ["  It  is  falling.**] 
What  has  that  to  do  with  it  ?     That  is  a 
difference  of  Us.,  and  that  difierence  was 
in  only  one  element  that  goes  to  make  the 
price  of  bread.     There  are  a  great  many 
other  elements,  wages,  rents— T" Taxes**] 
— and  many  others,  and  com  is  only  one 
of  them,  though  no  doubt  the  principal 
one.     But  did  we  hear,  in  the  year  1897, 
for  example,  when  wheat  was  at  308.,  Ss. 
above  its  present  price,    that  the  large 
portion  of  our  population,  which,  in  the 
language  of   the   right  hon.    Gentleman 
opposite,  are  now  living  on  the  margin  of 
Btarvation,  were  nearer  that  margin  than 


they  were  before  1  It  had  absolutely  no 
effect  on  subsistence  at  all.  There  you 
had  a  variation  incomparably  larger  than, 
even  on  the  most  extravagant  hypothesis, 
can  be  possibly  produced  by  the  present 
tax,  and  yet  there  was  not  a  single  com- 
plaint of  the  price  of  bread  rising  in  all 
those  years.  ["  Oh !  **]  Not  a  single 
complaint,  and  the  idea  that  this  popu- 
lation on  the  margin  of  starvation  were 
going  over  that  margin  was  never  made 
by  any  human  being.  [**0h !  **]  They  were 
years  of  prosperity  and  of  good  trade ; 
and  I  defy  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  from 
any  authentic  soimse  or  responsible 
quarter,  to  produce  a  single  complaint 
that  the  conmtion  among  the  poor  of  our 
people  was  aggravated  by  the  high  price 
in  that  year.  If  that  be  true,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  is  seriously  disputed,  what 
nonsense  it  is  to  allege  that  all  these 
tragic  consequences  are  going  to  follow 
from  a  variation — if  it  be  a  variation — 
which  is  lost  among  the  innumerable 
causes  by  which  bread  now  rises,  now 
falls — the  harvests  of  the  world,  the 
course  of  commerce,  and  all  the  other 
great  modifiera  of  trade.  I  do  not 
mean  to  do  more  than  warn  the 
House,  because  I  want  to  draw  this 
debate  to  a  conclusion,  against  the  sup- 
position that  every  step  in  the  alteration 
of  the  price  of  bread  up  or  down,  which 
must  be  done  in  fractions  not  less,  obvi- 
ously, than  a  farthing  or  a  halfpenny, 
necessarily  acts  in  favour  of  the  baker 
and  against  the  consumer.  That  is  not 
so.  On  an  average  of  years  I  take  it 
that  the  trade  would  lose  as  much  as 
it  would  gain;  sometimes  they  would 
greatly  gam  by  it,  at  other  times  they 
would  lose.  But  I  caution  hon.  Gentle- 
men against  the  fallacy  of  supposing  that 
the  fact  that  the  step  must  be  a  larger 
step  in  each  case  than  is  actually 
warranted  by  the  change  of  price,  shows 
that  the  step  is  always  to  the  di^dvan- 
tage  of  the  consumer. 

I  would  really  ask  whether,  in  the  line 
taken  up  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
they  are  not  really  acting — I  hope  I  may 
say  so  without  offence  —  the  part  of 
demagogues  rather  than  of  statesmen. 
If  Ihave  used  a  word  which  they  may 
perhaps  think  offensive,  and  they  know 
I  never  desire  to  do  so,  perhaps  they 
will  allow  me  to  explain  exactly  what 
I  mean  by  demagogue  in  this  case.  I  do 
not  in  the  least  mean  an  agitator,  a  man 


1051 


Ways  and  Mtans — 


{COMMONS} 


Report 


1052 


who  goes  down  to  platform  after  plat- 
form and  advocates  his  views ;  that  is 
a  perfectly  legitimate  operation  carried 
on  by  all  parties  and  sections  in  a  free 
country  [Ironical  National  cheers.]  —  yes, 
in  a  free  country — \iithin  the  limits  of 
the  Constitution.  [Ministerial  cheers.] 
No  man,  I  think,  will  take  exception  to 


repeat  my  opinion.  My  cpinion  is  that 
at  the  most  this  tax  is  small ;  that  in  all 
probability  it  will  be  absolutely  insigni- 
ficantly imperceptible  to  the  consumer ; 
that  1  do  not  believe  that  in  either  of 
these  events,  whether  the  whole  of  this 
tax  falls  on  the  working  men,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  supposes. 


It.  What  I  mean  is  something  different,  j  ^j,  Q^\y  ^  fraction  of  it,  as  I  contend,  I 
Those  on  whom  I  venture,  with  all  jo  not  believe  that  the  working  men  will 
respect,  to  pass  a  condemnation  are  those    ^^^^^  ^^  j^.      xhey  are  the  great  body  of 


who  go  down,  not  counting  on  the  in- 
trinsic strength  of  their  case,  or  on  the 


voters  of  this  country.     They  have  in 
their  hands  the  destinies  of  parties  and 


legitimate  arguments  that  they  can  bring  ^^e  ulumate  control  of  the  policy  of  the 
before  the  people  they  address  but  who  ^^^.^^  ^hey  have  endorsedTas  I  think, 
rouse  the  ancient  memones  of  old  con-    ,  •     -a.        ...i.  ^i 

troversies  and  old  wrongs,  who  hope  ^y  enormous  majonties  the  course  of 
that  they  may  revive  on^the  Is.  du^  Pub^c  events  which  have  made  the  im- 
on  corn  all  the  passions  legitimately  Position  of  this  tax  necessary.  1  do  not 
roused  by  the  Cirn  Laws,  and  by  |  ^^^^  ^^«  J>P^^^«  <>^  ^1?^"^  held  by  the 
a  duty  which  brought  the  price  I  \o.^-,  Gentleman  opposite.  I  do  not 
of  com  up  to  80s.,  and  brought  want ,  ^^mk  so  lU  of  them  as  to  suppose  for  one 
and  semi.star\ation  to  many  a  cottage. !  moment  that,  having  endorsed  the 
There  is  not  a  man  in  this  House  who  1  Poli^J*  they  are  not  prepared  to  pay  their 


in  his  conscience  thinks  that  such  a  state 
of  things  is  going  to  be  restored,  or  even 
approached,  by  anything  that  is  being 
done  under  this  tax ;  and  to  go  down 
to  a  constituency  and  talk  about  the  big 


contribution,  which,  at  all  events,  so  far 
as  this  tax  is  concerned,  is  a  trifling  con- 
tribution, towards  the  expenses  of  the 
poUcy  which  they  have  favoured.  Re- 
member, they  bore  this  very  tax  when 


loaf  and  the  little  loaf,  to  try  to  rouse  I  wages  were  lower,  when  public  prosperity 


popular  feeling  and  passion,  not  by  what 
is  being  done  now,  but  by  what  was  done 
fifty,  sixty,  or  seventy  years  ago,  that  is 
the  part  of  a  demagogue,  and  that,  in 
my  opinion,  deserves  the  condemnation 
of  every  honest  man.     I  have  confidence 
enough   in  the  common  sense   of    my 
fellow-countrymen,    to    feel    convinct^l 
that,  even  if  these  courses  are  followed, 
and  I  hope  they  will  not  be,  they  will 
prove  ineffectual.     I  do  not  believe  that 
they  will  object  to  pay  this  tax.    [Opposi- 
tion cries  of  "Whol"]     The   working 
men  of  this  country.    I  do  not  believe 
they  will  object  to  pay  a  tax  which,  in 
its   effect  upon   them,    in   my  opinion, 
will   probably   be  nothing.     [Opposition 
laughter.]      I  do  not  quite  understand 
this    laughter.      [Opposition    cries     of 
**Hear,   hear,'*  and  renewed   laughter.] 
1  have  tried  with   such  small  gifts   as 
Heaven   has   provided   me    with   to  in- 
doctrinate hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  with 
the  reasons  for  my  opinions ;  but  I  fear 
they  have   failed  to  comprehend   argu- 
ments which   must  be  familiar  to   all 
students  of  these  subjects. 

I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  them  with  a 
repetition  of  those  reasons.     But  I  may 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour, 


was  not  at  its  present  level,  when  there 
was  no  great  crisis,  no  war — [An  Hon. 
Member:  And  no  votes.] — no  reason 
why  it  should  be  imposed,  and  they  bore 
it  without  murmuring.  Those  who  had 
the  greatest  title  to  express  their  viewa 
and  to  speak  for  them,  never  raised  their 
voices  against  it.  And  am  1  to  suppose 
at  the  present  time,  when  the  circum- 
stances are  reversed,  when  wages  are 
high,  when  there  is  a  great  crisis,  when 
that  crisis  is  of  their  own  creation — 
[Opposition  cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  !  '*] — when 
they  have  endorsed  it,  that  our  country- 
men are  going  to  shrink  fiom  a  burden 
which  forty  years  ago  they  bore  with 
absolute  cheerfulness  ]^^^ 

♦(12.10.)  Mr.  bell  (Derby):  It  has 
been  said  by  many  hon.  Members  opposite 
that  the  working  men  of  this  country 
will  raise  no  objection  to  this  proposal. 
One  evening  last  week  when  the  question 
of  Labour  representatives  was  mentioned, 
it  was  asserted  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  he  could  not  recog- 
nise Labour  representatives  in  this 
House.  I  am  not  going  to  force  myself 
upon  the  House  as  one  tonight,  but  1  will 
distinguish  myself  from  hon.  Gentlemen 
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opposite  who  support  this  tax  upon  com 
and  flour  by  saying  that  I  am  one  of  those 
persons  who  have  worked  for  22s.  a  week, 
paid  8s.  of  it  for  rent,  and  maintained  a  wife 
and  family  upon  the  balance,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  that  is  something  which  no 
hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  side  who  so 
heartily  supports  this  tax  has  ever  done. 
Consequently,  from  that  point  of  view  I 
claim  that  I  can  speak  with  greater 
authority  as  to  the  effect  of  a  corn  duty 
upon  a  four  pound  loaf.  It  is  from  that 
point  of  view  that  I  speak  tonight  and 
offer  my  protest  against  this  tax.  Last 
night  I  supported  the  income  tax,  and  I 
did  so  because  I  believe  that  is  a  proper 
source  of  taxation,  providing  it  is  placed 
upon  a  proper  basis,  but  I  do  protest 
afi:ainst  taxation  of  any  description  being 
placed  upon  the  food  of  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community.  In  this  respect  I  am 
able  to  speak  with  authority  on  behalf  of 
a  large  body  of  men,  150,000,  of  whom 
many  do  not  receive  more  than  208,  per 
week,  the  majority  of  them  being  married 
men  with  families.  It  has  been  contended 
by  some  of  the  speakers  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  that  this  tax  on  com 
and  flour,  small  as  it  is,  will  not  affect 
the  price  of  bread,  but  either  their  con- 
tention is  wrong,  or  else  the  statements 
which  have  appeared  in  the  Press  are 
wrong.  From  the  statements  which 
appear  in  the  Press  tonight  we  find  that 
bread  has  been  raised  in  price  in  different 
parts  of  London.  This  is  a  serious  matter 
for  the  poor  people.  Not  only  are  there 
a  large  number  of  workmen  employed  at 
18s,  and  19s.  a  week,  but  here  in  London 
alone  there  are  about  500,000  people 
always  out  of  employment,  and  taking 
the  whole  country  throughout  we  find  by 
the  returns  that  there  are  nearly  1,000,000 
workmen  always  out  of  employment. 
Those  who  are  only  partially  employed, 
and  earning  a  wage  less  than  £1  a  week, 
are  unable  to  bear  even  a  tax  of  a  half- 
penny on  a  loaf  of  bread.  The  right  hon. 
Uentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House  said 
these  people  had  something  to  do  with 
creating  this  war,  and  the  necessity  for 
this  taxation.  I  have  a  very  vivid  recol- 
lection that  when  the  present  Government 
wore  returned  to  power  nearly  two  years 
af  o,  it  was  distinctly  on  the  understanding 
that  the  war  was  then  over,  and  if  that  had 
proved  to  be  correct  the  necessity  for  this 
increased  taxation  could  not  have  arisen. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  working  men 

have    been    very   much   misled    in    this 


matter.  Many  in  this  country  ne>'er 
knew  the  facts  with  regard  to  the  origin 
of  the  war,  but  they  heard  statements 
made  by  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen, 
men  who  have  been  great  supporters  of  the 
war  throughout.  I,  at  any  rate,  have  not 
taken  very  much  part  in  the  war  debat»vs, 
but  I  cannot,  on  this  occasion,  when  this 
taxation  is  placed  on  the  food  of  the 
people,  allow  it  to  be  said  that  the  work- 
ing men  of  the  country  really  created  the 
necessity  for  it  by  supporting  or  causing 
the  origination  of  the  war.  That  I  totally 
deny,  and  I  fail  to  find  any  one  on  the 
other  side  to  support  the  statement  which 
has  been  made.  If  we  are  goin^  to  have 
ta}^tion  to  support  wars  of  this  descrip- 
tion I  venture  to  say  that  there  are  other 
sources  open  for  it  which  have  hitherto 
not  been  taxed,  and  I  would  certainly  say 
before  I  could  support  the  taxing  of  the 
poorer  classes  food,  first  of  all  those  who 
can  better  afford  it  should  be  taxed.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rightly  said 
that  his  Budget  was  very  unpopular.  No 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  can  ever 
introduce  a  popular  Budget,  be  he  whom 
he  may,  but  the  unpopularity  may  effect 
a  larger  or  lesser  number  of  people. 
Taxation  such  as  is  now  imposed  by  the 
Chancellor  will  certainly  touch  the  greater 
number,  and,  therefore,  the  unpopularity 
will  be  all  the  greater.  I  think  the 
Chancellor  might  have  arranged  an  equal 
standing  if  he  had  taxed  the  land  of  this 
country — the  ground  rents,  royalties  and 
way  leaves.  If  he  had  done  so  his  Budget 
would  have  beea  unpopular  with  those 
taxed,  but  the  number  would  have  been 
considerably  less  than  those  affected  by 
the  taxes  now  introduced.  I  offer  these 
few  remarks  as  a  protest  against  taxing 
the  peoples  food.  I  do  so  as  one  of  the 
working  class  who  knows  something  of 
their  wants,  how  they  have  to  live  and 
how  much  value  they  place  on  a  halfpenny 
on  the  loaf  of  bread.  I  ask  hon.  Gfentle- 
men  opposite  to  place  this  matter  before 
working  men  in  a  fair  way,  and  if  they 
do  so  I  venture  to  say  that  they  will  get 
their  answer. 

♦(12.20.)  Mr.  WHITLEY  (HaUfax) :  I 
oppose  this  tax  tonight,  ana  I  hope  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  doing  so  in  future 
discussions  of  the  Budget.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House 
said  that  when  the  price  of  com  rose  to 
34s.  per  quarter,  it  did  not  decrease 
consumption.      That    is    perfectly   true. 
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but  the  reason  of  that  is,  that  bread  is 
the  main  staff  of  life,  and  that  it  is  the 
irreducible  minimum  which  people  must 
have  before  they  starve.     Every  luxury, 
ajid  even  every  other  comfort  disappears 
before  the  consumption  of  bread  begins 
to  go  down.     I  represent  in  this  House 
A  great  industrial  community,  which  is 
interested  in  one  of  the  most  important 
industries  of   this  country,  namely,  the 
textile  trade.     I  say  that  every  additional 
shilling  on  the  cost  of  the  price  of  bread 
must  come  from  somewhere,  and  it  comes 
out  of  those  things  which  can  least  be 
•dispensed  with.     It  comes  out  of  the  fund 
for  the  clothing  of  the   people,   and   I 
maintain  that  a  tax  of  this  nature,  not 
•only  will  bring  a  greater  niunber  of  the 
people  of  this  country  within  reach  of 
the   workhouse,  who  now  by  strenuous 
struggle  are  able  to  maintain  themselves 
just  above   that  level,   but  it  will  also 
have  a  seriously  damaging  effect  on  the 
home  trade  of  the  country.     Hon.  Mem- 
bers who  are  connected  in  any  way  with 
the  great  textile  trade  of  this  country, 
will  be  in  agreement  with  me  when  I 
say  that  a  great  change  has  come  over 
that  trade  in  recent  years  in  the  shape 
of  an  advance  in  the  home  trade.     While 
in  years  gone  by  the  great  bulk  of  the 
manufactures  went  to  India,  China,  and 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  what 
has  saved  the  textile  industry  during  the 
last  ten  years  has  been  the  increase   in 
the  home  trade.     That  increase  has  been 
due  very  larcely  to  the  cheapness  of  food, 
and  I  say  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
£2,500,000  which  is  expected  to  be  re- 
•ceived  from  this  tax,  will  be  withdrawn 
from   the  Exchequer    in  indirect  ways. 
It  will  reduce  the  power  of  expending 
money  on  clothing;  it  will  reduce   the 
amount  of  employment;  it  will  reduce 
the  wages  to  be  drawn  by  the  workers ; 
and  it  will  reduce  the  income  tax  payable 
by   the  employers.      I    venture  to  say 
that  not  one-half  of  the  amount  of  the 
duty  will  be  net  profit  to  the  Exchequer. 
We  are  often  taunted  by  hon.  Members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  that  we 
do   not   suggest   an    alternative  to   this 
tax.     I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  one 
very  plain  and  simple  alternative  which 
ought  to  have  presented  itself    to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.    We  have 
complaints  continually  with  regard  to 
the  income  tax,  that   it  bears  unfairly 
between  the  earned  and  the  unearned 
income.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  it  is 

Mr.  WhUley, 


unfair  in  that  respect,  but  there  is  a 
way  of  redressing  that  unfairness  which 
would  produce  a  vastly  greater  sum  to 
the  Exchequer  than  this  miserable  tax 
on  corn.  In  my  opinion,  as  the  income 
tax  rises  so  ought  also  the  death  duties 
to  rise.  If  in  place  of  this  tax,  which  is 
necessarily  a  restraint  upon  trade  and  a 
reduction  of  the  consuming  power  of  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  as  the  income  tax  rose 
from  8d.  to  Is.  3d  in  the  £1,  had  raised 
the  death  duties  in  the  same  proportion, 
there  would  have  been  produced, 
not  a  miserable  £2,600,000,  but  over 
£12,000,000  extra  revenue  to  the 
country.  He  would  also  by  that  means 
have  redressed  the  injustice  and  in- 
equality between  the  earned  and  the 
unearned  income.  We  have  had  strange 
theories  of  economics  brought  before  the 
House  tonight,  but  none,  I  think, 
stranger  than  the  one  adduced  by  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  India  in 
this  House  not  very  long  ago,  when  he 
maintained  in  regard  to  India,  and  also 
in  regard  to  this  great  city,  that  the 
increase  of  poverty  and  the  increase 
of  riches  were  signs  of  the  prosperity 
of  the  State. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  I  said  nothing  of  the  kind. 

*Mr.  WHnXEY:  If  the  noble  Lord 
will  look  back  to  his  speech  on  that 
subject  he  will  find  it  is  so.  I  made  a 
note  of  it  at  the  time.  I  was  only  pre- 
cluded by  the  closure  at  the  time  from 
replying. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  If  the  hon.  Member 
is  referring  to  a  speech  delivered  during 
the  present  session,  that  will  be  out  of 
order. 

*Mb.  WHITLEY  :  I  was  only  giving  it 
to  the  noble  Lord  as  an  illustration  of 
the  strange  economics  which  seem  to 
have  found  a  home  .on  the  Treasury 
Bench  at  the  present  tima  There  is  a 
second  alternative  which  might  have 
been  brought  forward  to  produce  the 
increased  revenue  required  by  the  war 
without  this  tax  on  bread.  If  the 
ChanceUor  had  graduated  the  taxes 
on  licences  he  would  have  produced  an 
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inoome,  not  of  £2,500,000,  but  of  over 
£6,000,000  towarda  the  cost  of  the  war. 
There  were  plenty  of  altemativea  ready 
to  the  hand  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  if  he  had  had  the  courage  to 
uae  them,  which,  instead  of  hitting  the 
poorest  of  the  poor,  instead  of  hitting 
the  trade  of  the  country,  and  deahng  an 
indirect  blow  at  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  would  have  raised  the  necessary 
income  without  any  difficulty  at  all  and 


without  causing  the  slightest  hindrance 
to  trade.  [^  J 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

(12.28.)  Question  put,'  •^That  the 
Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  285 ;  Noes, 
195.    (Division  List  Na  12C.) 


Acland.flood,CaptSii  Alex.F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
A  Knew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 

All  hnsen.  A  affiistuB  H'nry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwriffht,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-For»ter,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol.  Sir  WUliam 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Baffot,  Capt.  Jusceline  Fitzroy 
Bafley,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt  Hon .  A.  J.  ( Manch'r 
Balfour,Rt  Hn  Gerald  W^(  Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,RtHn  SirMichaelHicks 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BignoId,^rthur 
Biirwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
BInndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boacawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,  Capt.H.F.(Middle8ex) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H.  (Shro(^. ) 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
BiUI,  WUliam  James 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Bnrdett-Contts,  W. 
Batcher,  John  George 
Campbell.RtHn.  J.  A.  (Glasgow 
Carlile,  WUliam  Walter  i 

Carson.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  luiw.  H.  i 
Caatley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derbyshire 
Cayzer.  Sir  Charles  WilUam 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Astim  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lonf  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  ( Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Aasten(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive.  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddingtitn,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 


AYES. 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
I  ColomT),SirJuhnCharlesReady 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripp^,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
CroHsley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  £<.rl  of 
Dairy m pie.  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Da  vies,SirHoratioD.  (Chatham 
_  Denny,  Colonel 
i  Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-LawTence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  SirW^Uliam  Hart 
Kgerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber.  E«i mund  B.  ( Hants. , W. ) 
Fellowes^Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferieusfton,  RtHn.  Sir  J.  (Manc*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brock lehurst 
Finch,  G*»orge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzroy,  Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Flower,  Ernest 
Korster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhUipS\(Warwick,S.W. 
(Talloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  WUliam 
Gibb^Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond. 
Godson,Sir Augustas  Frederick 
Gordon,  Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Nairn 
Gore.Hn.G.  RC.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Omisbv-  (Line 
Goschen,  Hon.George  Joachim 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (W>st  Ham) 
Green,  Walford  D.(  Wed  nesbury 
Greene,SirEW.(B'rySEdm'nd8 
Greene,  Henry  D.( Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hoa.  Ronald 


Groves,  James  Grim}>le 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hain,  Edward, 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hn.  Thomas  F. 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hami;ton,Rt.  HnLordG.(Mid'x 
Hamilton,Marq,of(L'nd*nderry 
H anbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  Wm 
Hardy,LaureDce(  KentAshford 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris  Fiedenck  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
i  Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Haiy,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,ArthurHoward(Hsnley 
Heath,  James(Staffurds.  N.  W\ ) 
Heaton,  John  Heuniker 
H elder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
H  emion  -  Hod>:e,  RobertTrot  ter 
Hickman,  Sii  Alfred 
Higginltottom,  S.  W\ 
Hobhouse,  Henry  (Somerset,  E. 
Hope,  J.  F.(Sheffi'd,  Brightside 
Houston,  Ro»»ert  Paters<n 
Howard,John(Kent,Favershm 
Howard.J.  (Mido., Tottenham) 
Hozier,Hon.  Janie<*  Hei  ryCecil 
Hudson,  Gettrge  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Vorks.  N.R  ) 
Jfbb.  Sir  Richard  CUverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johuston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,Rt.Hun.SirJuhuH. 
Kenyon,  H  on.  Geo.  T.(  Denbigh) 
Kenyon-SlHney,Col.  W.  (Salop. 
Keswick,  William 
Lam bton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson.  John  Grant 
Lee,  Arthur  H.(  Hants  ,Fareh'm 
Lees,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,Fre<lerii-k  N.S. 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-(^ol.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Emkine 
Long.Col.ChsrIesW*.  ( Evesham 
Long,Rt.  H  n.  W  al  ter  ( Br  i8U>l,S) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  Eskdale) 
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Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucan,  Col.  Francis(Lowe8toft) 
LucaSyReginal'^*^*  (Portsmouth 
Macai  tney ,  K  t.  Hn.  WG  Ellison 
Macduna,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Calmont,Col.H  LB(Camb8. 
M*Caliiiont,  Col.  J.  (Antrim,E. 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Kichard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwarin«,Hn.W.F. 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  (Dumfriessh. 
Meysey -Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Miadieii)ore,J'niiThro2morton 
Milner,Rt.  HonSirFrederickG. 
Miivain,  Thomas 
Moles  worth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.Scott(Hant8. 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,Robt.  Jaspei  (Shroptthire) 
Morgan,David J.  ( Walth  mst'w 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrit'on,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  An  harH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray  ,'Rt  HnA  Graham  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray  .Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  Wilnam  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hun.  Robert  Tarrens 
Oir-Ewjng,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 


Abraham,  William(Cork,  N.K 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glouc. ,  Stroud 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
A8quith,RtHn.  Herbert  Henry 
Atnerle>  Jones,  L. 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Bell,  Richard 

Blake,  E<iward 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 

Brigg.  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

BruBuer,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 

Bnrnfi,  John 

Buxtoo,  Sydney  Charles 

Caine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

CampMl,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Chaniiins,  Francis  Allston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 


Parker,  Gilbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike(Darlingt'n 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Lieut-Col.  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  vValter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  ^ward 
Purvis,  Rooert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Raokin,  Sir  James 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  Greorge 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,  Hn.  M.W.(Staly  bridge ) 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Sanmel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackiiey 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  (jolonel  Robert 
Round,  James 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sandy8,Lieut.-Col.Thos  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Maryl«bone,  W.) 
Seely,Charles,  Hilton(Lincoln ) 
Seton-Karr,  Heniy 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East) 
Smith,HC(North'mb.Tynes*de 

NOES. 

Crean,  Eueene 
Cremer,  William  Randi.l 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crt>8s,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Da  vies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Delany,  William 
Dilke,  Rt  Hon,  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Chas.  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evant4,Sir  FrancisH(Maid8t'ne 
Evan8,SamuelT.  (Gianmorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fergu^son,  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  WUliam 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 


Stanley,  Ed  ward  Jas.  (Somerset 

Stanley,  Lord  (Lanc^.) 

Stewart,Sir  MarkJ.M*Tagfnu*t 

Stirling*  Max  wel  l,8ir  JohnAL 

Stock,  James  Henry 

Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 

Stroyan,  John 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.  (OxfdUn. 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 

ToUemache,  Henry  James 

Tomlinson, Wm.  Eldw.  Murray 

Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tufnel,  Lieut-Col.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  Joan  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vinoent,Col.SirC.  E.  H(Sh'ffi'ld 
Walker,  CoL  William  Hall 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augu-tus  Fre'lerck 
Wason,  John  Cathcart(  Orkney 
Welby,Lt.-Col.  A.C.E(Ta'ntoa 
Welby.SirCharlesG.E  (Notts) 
Wharton,  Rtu  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colouel  R.  ( Dorset) 
WilliamH,RtHnJPow'll  (Birm. 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  Jonn  (Glangow) 
WUson-Todd,Wm.  H.  ( Yorka.  > 
Wodehouse,  RtHn.  E.  R.  (Bath) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  R  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Tnomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Ansiruther. 


Fowler,  1 1.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gilhooley,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  i  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Haldane,  Richard  Bourdon 
Hammond,  John 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  William 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale 
Hayter,  Rt,  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heime,  Norval  Watson 
Hobhouse,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,  E.V 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsb. 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kinlock.  Sir  Jdo.  €reo.  Smith 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Baity 
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Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

L6M6,SirJo9eph  F.  (Accrington 

Leigh,  Sir  Jo«eph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy»  Maurice 

Lewiii,  John  Herbert 

Logan,  John  William 

Lou^h,  Thomas 

Lunaon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill.  John  Gordon  Swift 

MaoVeash,  Jeremiah 

M'Cann,  Janie^ 

M'Crae,  (toorge 

M*Govern.  T. 

M'Hugh.  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M*KUlop.  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

M'Laren,  Charles  Bnn  jam  in 

Mark  ham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mather,  William 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  LloyH ((Carmarthen 

Morley,  Charle^   (Breron^hire) 

Morley,  Rt.Hn-Jno.  (Montrose 

Morton,  Edw.J.C.(  Devon  port) 

MoAf>,  Samuel 

Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

Murphv,  John 

Nannetti,  JoHpph  P. 

Newnes,  Sir  (ie-rge 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Hf  nry 

Norton.  Cnpt.  Cecil  William 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

0'Brien,Kendal,(Tipp'ery ,  Mid 


O'Brien,  Patrick,  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  Jas.  (W'lcklow,  W\) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry.  W.) 

CDowd.  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

0'  Kelly,  James(  RoscommonN. 

O'Malfey.  W^illUm 

O'Mara,  James 

0'ShHUghnei*«y,  P.  J. 

Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.  (Durham 

Perks,  Robert  WUliam 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price.  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Reildy,  M. 

Redmond,  JohnE.  (Waterford) 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rigif,  Richard 

Rol^erts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Rol)s*»n,  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  John 
'  Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
'  Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W\ 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 

Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 

Sheehan.  Daniel  Daniel 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 


Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Erne-t  J. 
Spencer,Rt.  Hn.C.R  (N'thanU) 
St»*venson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E) 
Thomas,  Alfred  ((ilam'rgan,E) 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman-(  H'stings) 
Thomas,  J  A  ((il'm'rg'n,  Gower) 
Thompson.Dr.EC(Monagh'nN 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 
Tonikin^on,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Phillips 
Wallace,  Robert 
W^alton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner,  Thoma*«  Courtenay  T. 
White,  (ieorge  (Norf..lk) 
White.  Luke,  (York.  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (M^-ath, North) 
Whiteley,  George  ( York,  W.  R. ) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson.  Fred  W.  (Norfolk.Mid) 
W^ilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Woodhouse,SirJ  T(HudderHf  d 
Yonnp,  Samuel 
Yoxall.  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Glad  stone  and 
Mr.  William  M'Arthar. 


(12.43.)  Question  put  accordingly, 
"That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution. 


The  House  divided : — Ayes,  283 ;  Noes* 
1 9  7.    (Division  List  No.  127.) 


Acland-Hood.Capt.  Sir  Alex  F. 
Agfj-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Aijnew,  Sir  Ami  re  w  Noel 
Allhu«>en,  Auciistus  Hy.  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  W  lUiam  Keynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwriffht,  John  Stauhope 
Amold^^)rster,  Hu^h  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baffot,Capt.  Jowoeline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Rol)ert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarrfs,  L«»rd 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfonr,Ri  HnGerald  W.(Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  ((^hrlstch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  G'-orge  C.  T. 
Beach,  Rt  Hn  Sir  M  iehael  Hicks 
Beckett,  Ement  William 
Bhowna^gree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bi|;woo<l,  James 
Bill,  (^harles 
Blnn<^ell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowlers  Caot.  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
Brodrick,  Hi.   Hon.  St.  John 


AYES. 

Brook  field.  Colonel  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H.(Sliropsh. 
Brv'mer,  W^illiam  Ernest 
Bull,  William  James 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
CamphellRt.Hn.J.A.iGrsg'w) 
Carl  lie,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautlev,  Henry  Strother 
(.Vven^linh,  R.  F.  (N,  Lanes.) 
CavendiHh,V.C.  W.d^rbysh.) 
C^ayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
CfH»,il,  I^rd  Hugh  ((ireenwich) 
Chamberlain,  lit.  Hn.J.(Birm. 
(^hainl)erlain,J.Au«ten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Sjjencer 
Clive,  Capt.  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddint^ton,  Sir  William 
Coj^hill,  Douglas  Harry 
Coheu,  Benjamin  Lonis 
('oiling^*.  Rt.  Hon.  Je.«»»e 
Colomb,  Sir  Jn.  Charles  Ready 
C«»mpton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  T.  L.  <Down,  North) 


Cranbome,  Viscount 
Crippp,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Hbt.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Esrl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  W.  Br<»mley- 
Da  vif  8,  Sir  Horatio  D(Crmth'in) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dick«*on,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
^^igl»y.  John  K.  D.  Winglield- 
Disraeli,  Coninj/Bby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  E<lward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dnmin«;-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Ri.  Hn.  Sir  Win.  Hart 
Ei:#*rton.  Hon.  A.  de  Tat  ton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fa^>er,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
F«llowe«,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edwanl 
Furgu'*Hon,Rt  Hn  Sir  J  ( .Manc'r) 
Fit-lden,  E«iwar<l  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Finher,  William  Hayes 
Fi»»on,  Frederick  William 
Fitzroy.Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Flower,  Erne>.t 
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Forster.  Henry  William 

Foster,  Phillip  S(War^k.S  W) 

Galloway,  William  Johnwn 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Garfit,  William 

Gibb8,Hii.  A.G.H.(Cityof  Lon. 

Godson.  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon  Hn^J.E.(Elgio&Nairn 

Gore  HnG.R.C.Ormsby-(Salp 
Gore,Hon.S.F.OrmBby-(Linc.) 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Jowhim 
Goulding,  Edward  iUfred 
Gray.  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
GreeA,WalfordD(Wedneabury 
Greene,SirEW(B*rySEdm'nd8 
Greene,  HenrvD.(Shrew8buiy) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
GrevUle,  Hon.  Ropald 
Groves.  James  Gnmble 
Guest.  Hon.  Ivor  ChurchiU 
Hain,  Edward 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsiiy,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hambro.  Charles  Enc 
Hamilton  RtHnLordG(Midd  x 
HamUton,Marq.of(L'nd  nd  rry 
Hanbury,Rt.Hon.RobertWm. 
Hardy,L«»urence(Kent,Asht  rd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam.  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Fredk.  George 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,ArthurHoward(Hanley 

Heath,  Jame8(Staffords.,  NW) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Herraon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbottom,  S.  W. 
Hobhouse,Henry  (SoinersetjE. 

Hope,J.F(Sheffield,Bnght8ide 

Houston,  Robert  Patterson 
Howard,John(Kent,Fav'r8h  m 
Hozier,  Hon  JamesHenry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.,  N.  K.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthi^  Frederick 
Jessel.CaptainHerbertMerton 

Johnston,  WUliam  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kennawav,Rt  Hon.SirJohntt. 
Kenyon,Hon.Geo.T(Denbi2h) 
Kenyon-Slaney ,  Col.  W.  (Salop 
Keswick,  William 
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KeswicK,  vTnii»"»      . 
Lambton.Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,Jo8eph(Monmouth 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 

Lawson,  John  Grant 

Lee,  ArthurH(Hant8.  Fareham 

Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 

Abraham.WUliam  (Cork,N.E. 
Allan,  WUliam  (Gateshead) 
Allen,Charle8P.(Glouc.  Stroud 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  ThoraasGair 
ABquith,Rt.Hn.  HerbertHenry 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 


Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Henesge 
Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.  CharlesW.  (Evesham 
Long.Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Bristol,S 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lowther,Rt.Hn.  James  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas.Col. Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Macartney, Rt  Hn.WG.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Calmont,Col.H.L.B(Camb8 
M*Calmont,Col.  J.  (Antrim,E.) 
M'KiUop,James  ^Stu-Iingshire) 
Majendie  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners^  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Ma»sey-Mainwaiing,Hn  W.F. 
Max  well.  W.J.  H.  ( Dumfriessh. 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Miadlemore,Jhn  ThnMjmorton 
Milner,  Rt.  Hn.  SirFrederick  G. 
Mil  vain,  Thomas 
Moleswonh,  Sir  Lewis 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J. Scott  (Hants.) 
More,Kobt.Ja8per(Shropshire) 
Morgan,David  J^Walthamst 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrision,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  RtHnAGraham  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,Cnl.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Gilbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,Herbt.  Pike(Darlington) 
Pembertoo,  John  S.  G. 
Peon,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,Lieut.  -Col.  Richard 
Platt-Hig^n«,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 

NOES. 

BAyley.  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.  B. 

Bell,  Richard 

Blake.  Edward  j 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 


Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ratcliflf,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Kenwick,  George 
Richard**,  Henry  Charles 
Kidley,Hn.M.W.  (Stalybridge 
Ritchie,Rt.  Un.Chas.Tnomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Ro^*ertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Round,  James 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col. Samuel  Alexander 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seton-Carr,  Henry 
Sharpe,   William   Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Loui(«,  Romford 
Skewes-Cox,  Thnmas 
Smith,Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East 
8mith,H.C.  (Nth'rab.Tyneriide 
Stanley,Edward  Jas.(Somersel 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,Sir  MarkJ.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell.  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox'dUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  Jamee 
Toiulinson,  Wm.  Ed w.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tufnell,  Lieut -Col.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  ColSirC.E.H  (Shef  Id. 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Warde,  Col.  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wason,  JohnCathcart  (Orkney 
Welby,Lt-Col.  A.C.  E(Taunton 
Welby,SirCharle8G.E.(Notte. 
Wharton,  Rt  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  RtHnJ  P'well-(Birm 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (Glawpw) 
WU»on-Todd.Wra.H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehou8e,Rt  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wri^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Brigg,  John 

BroadhuTst,  Henry 

Bronner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bams,  John 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charlee 
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Caine,  William  Sproston 
CaldwelU  Jame^ 
CHiueroD,  Robert 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
ChanninK.  Francis  Allston 
Clancy,  John  Joneph 
C/ondon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter 
Crean,  Kuc^ene 
Cremer,  W  illiam  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cro**,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Dalziel,  Jame^  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davie8.M.  Vaug ban -(Cardigan 
Delanv,  William 
Dilke,Rt.  Hon.  SirChailes 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C5. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Duon,  Sir  William 
E4I wards,  Frank 
Eli  bank.  Master  of 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
E<«mon«le,  Sir  Thomas 


Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace        Palmer,GeorgeWro.  (Reading) 
Joicey,  Sir  James  Partington,  Oswald 

Jones, David Br>nmor(Sw'nsea  |  Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Jone«,William(Carnary'n8hire  |  Pease,  J.  A.  Saffron  Walden) 


Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson,  £. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
KinlochtSirJohnGeorgeSmjTth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 


LeeAe,SirJo9epbF.(Accrington  ,  Rigg,  Richard 


Pease,  SirJoseph  W.  (Durham) 
Perks,  Rol)ert  William 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestly,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,JohnE.  (Waterford) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 


Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lev^,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
MaoDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 


Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Rolison,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Schwann,  Cliarle*  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Pre8twich(  Leigh) 


MacNeill,  John  Gorden  Swift    Seeley, Charles  Hilton(Lincolii> 


MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Cann,  James 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Govem,  T. 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  John 


Evans,SirFranci8H(Maid*t'ne  *  M^Killup,  W.  (Slico,  North) 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan)  McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert  Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Farrell,  James  P.^trick  ,  Mather,  William 

Fen  wick  Charles  j  Mooney,  John  J. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.Munro  (Leith)    Moi^n,J.  LloydK Carmarthen 
Ff rench,  Peter 
Field,  William 


Sheeban  (Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,RtwHn.C.R(Northant6 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tenoant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel(Carmarthen  E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan  E. ) 


Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire)  ;  Thomas,  F.Freeman-( Hastings 

Morley,Rt.Hn.JohD(Montro8e  i  Thoma«,JA(Glamorg*nGower) 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond       >  Morton, Edw.  J.  C.  (Devonport)  I  Thompson, L>rEC(Monagh'n,N 


Flynn,  James  Christopher        ;  Moss,  Samuel 
Foster,  Sir  Wal  ter  ( Derby  Co. )    Moul ton,  J»  »hn  Fletcher 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry     I  Murphy,  John 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 


Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O  Brien.Kendal  (Tipp'raryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James(Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 


Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 
Tomkinson,  Jamen 
Trevelyan.  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner, Thonuis  CourtenayT. 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York.  E.  R) 
White,  Patriok(Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  George  (York  W.R. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Fred.W.(Norfolk,Mid 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T(H'dd'rsfi'd 
Young,  Samuel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 


Gilhooly,  James 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haidane,  Richard  Burdon 

Hammond,  John 

Harconrt,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles Seale-  |  O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

Havter,Rt.  Hon. Sir  Arthur  D.  1  O'Dowd,  John 

Helme,  Norval  Watson  '  O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

Hobhoase.C.  E.  H.(  Bristol,  E.)    O' Kelly, James(RosoommonN. 

Holland,  William  Henrj'  O'Malley.  William 

Homiman,  Frederick  John  O'Mara,  James 

Humphreys- Owen,  Arthur  C.    O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS  [21st  April].-       ,      (1.0.)  Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  said  that 

^      .    .  REPORT.  I  ^py  £g^  J  j.jgjj  Members  had  had  an  oppor- 

Resolution  ^{^^^-^^  tunity  of  discussing  either  the  income 

"That  income  tax  shall   be   charged   tax  or  the  duty  on  corn.    With  regard 

for  the  year  beginning  the  6th  day  of   ^  ^^l  "^^°^«  ^ax  if  he  were  an  Enghih 

April,  1902,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3d.*'  '  Member  he  would  support  a  2s.  income 

'        1     .  1  ,    .  tax,  and  would  oppose  the  com  tax  or 

Resolution  read  a  second  time.  ^ny  other  tax  on  the  food  of  the  people 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed.    But   being  an    Irish    Member    he  wai 
*'  rhat  this  House  doth  agree  with  the    bound   to  take    a    difTerent   view.    He 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone 
and  Mr.  M* Arthur. 


Committee  in  the  said  Resolution.*' 


would  oppose  the  income  tax  as  he  had 
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opposed  aU  the  war  taxes.  A  great 
financial  authority  had  laid  down  that 
the  foundation  for  Ireland's  claim  for 
financial  redress  was  to  be  found  during 
the  decade  1853-1863,  in  the  equalisa- 
tion of  the  spirit  duties  and  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  income  tax.  That  was  the 
foundation  of  the  Irish  financial  griev- 
ance. He  would  oppose  an  increase  of 
the  income  tax  for  two  reasons. 
The  first  was  because  it  was  a  war 
tax,  and  his  views  in  that  connection 
were  too  well  known  to  need  repetition. 
Whatever  incomes  were  assessed  in 
Ireland  were  incomes  of  a  moderate 
character.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  any  financial  courage 
and  rose  to  the  magnitude  of  the  present 
occasion,  when  great  war  taxes  were 
required,  by  imposing  a  graduated  in- 
come tax,  so  that  those  who  were  most 


would  have  made*  a  declaration  to  the 
efi'ect  that,  having  some  evidence  of  a 
national  conscience,  he  would  impose  on 
England  and  Scotland,  who  had  ap- 
proved the  war,  an  income  tax  of 
Is.  6s.  in  the  £,  but  that,  recognising 
that  the  Irish  people  had  consistently 
opposed  the  war,  he  would  entirely 
exempt  Ireland  from  the  operation  of  the 
tax  for  the  present  year.  Ireland  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay 
any  more  than  she  paid  last  year.  The 
tax  we  now  collected  in  a  most  inquisi- 
torial way.  Business  and  professional 
men  were  continually  being  harassed 
and  worried  for  declarations  as  to  their 
income,  in  fact  the  methods  of  the 
Surveyor  of  taxes  in  Ireland  had  become 
intolerable. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :    It  will  not  be  in 
order    to    discuss    the   methods    of   the 


responsible  for  the  war  and  would  profit  |  Surveyor  of  taxes    in    Ireland    on   this 


most  by  it  would  have  to  pay  the 
heaviest  share  of  the  tax,  he  for  one 
would  not  have  opposed  the  additional 
penny.      But    the    additional     burden 


question. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (continuing)  said  that  if 
there  was  any  sense  of  fair  play  on  the 
part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


would   now  fall   upon  those  in  Ireland  |  the   right  hon.   Gentleman  would    have 
who  already  were  staggering  under  too  i  come  down  with  a  declaration — 


burdensome     a     load.      He      therefore 


Mr.  SPEAKER:   Order,   order!     I 


thought  that  Irish  Members   would  be    must  warn  the  hon.  Member  of  the  Rule 
justified   in   moving    the   exemption    of  i  against  tedious   repetition  of   the  same 
Ireland     from     the    present     proposal.  |  argument. 
Those  who  called  the  tune  ought  to  pay  I      ^^^  p^YNN  said  he  had  no  desire  to 


the  piper,  and  while  to  his  untrained 
and  provincial  intelligence  it  was  a 
mystery  how  those  who  had  supported 


offend  against  the  Rules.  He  would  not 
have  raised  the  question  on  the  present 
occasion  had   he  been  able  to  catch  the 


lOUS 


the  war  could  object  to  these  vanous  Deputy-Chau-man's  eye  at  a  previ._ 
taxes  which  were  neces«?itated  by  the  war,  I  stage.  He  begged  to  move  that  the 
the  withers  at  any  rate  of  the  Insh  i  increase  of  the  income  tax  should  not 
Members  were  un  wrung,  and  havmg  I  apply  to  Ireland, 
opposed  the  war  they  would  oppose.  ^.,  c.t>t^  *  TrT^r>  mi  >*  . 
every  tax  occasioned  by  the  war.  When  I  ^J^\  SPEAKER  :  That  Motion  will 
the  income  tax  was  imposed  in  Ireland,  ,  ^^^  \l  ^«  ^^'^^^^  ^^^fj?s«  I  ,bave  already 
it  was  expressly  stated  to  be  of  a  I  P^^  the  question  "That  this  House  do 
temporary  character,  but  the  assurances  ;  ^^^^^^^^  Committ^   m   the  said 

in  that    direction    had    not   been  given 


effect  to.    If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 


(1.15.)    Question  put. 


chequer   had   come    down   as   a    public  |      The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  297;  Noes, 
spirited  Minister  would   have  done,    he  ^  67.     (Division   List,No.  128.) 


AYES. 

Aclan(lHooii,Capt.Sir  AlexF.  I  AtkinBoa,  Ht.  Hon.  John 
Agff-Gardner,  James  Tynte         Ba^ot,Capt.Jo»oeliiie  FitzRoy 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel  Bailey,  James  (Walworti) 

Allhu8en.Auc;u»tu«He'ryEden    Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Anson,  ^  ir  William  Keynell      '  Baird,  John  (Teor^fe  Alexander 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn  Balcarrea,  Lord 

Arkwright,  John  Stanhope  B>ilfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 

Arnold  Forster,  Hugh  O.  Balfour,KtHnGeraldW  (Leeds 

Arrol,  Sir  William  lialfour,Kenneth  It.  (Christch. 

Asher,  Alexander  Banbury,  Fredeiick  George 

Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair  I  Bartley,  George  C.  T. 

Mr.   Flynn. 


Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beach.Rt  HnSirMichaelHicks 
Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.    B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree.  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell.  Colonel  Henry 
B<md,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bo  wle8,Capt.H.  F.  (Middlefiex 
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BroA<Ihiir8t,  Heniy  |  Gotlson^rAaguati»Fredcric-fc 

Hnxlrick,  Kt.  Hon.  84  Jobn  (;<irdoii,HDj.K.(KlKin&Nairn 
BrxKiktlifld,  Colonel  Montagu  |  (j<Me,UnC;^K.C.Oni<»bv(^k>p 
Uroit^AleYJiDderH.(Shrop8i.  ;  (.suficlieu,  Uon^UeorgoJoachiiu 


R$pOif^ 


IQTO 


Hiriiier,  VVUUaro  Ernest 
Boil,  Wil' bun  Jitnifift 
Ballaid,  Sir  Harry 
Bateher,  .lohn  Geoige 
Caine,  Willium  Sprostoo 
CaMwell,  Jam«K 
(-arhle,  WiU'oiu  Walter 


Gouliiiiig,  Edward  Alfred 
I  Cilrant,  Currie 
,  UrAY»  EiiM»t  iWett  Wam) 
I  (iie6u,\Valf<>r»lI).(\Vediie«WiY 
(iiteiu^SirEWCB'ry  SEtlm^ntls 
Grtmdl,  WiUiam  Ueury 
I  Cmretion,  JukQ 
Cathod,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  t^vr.  H.    Gievitle,  Hoiv  KoBnIii 
Cautlcy.  Hfiuy  Strolber  -  Grey,  «'ir  Edwaid  (Ikrwiok) 

Cavemlisb,  U.  F.  (N.  Lancsk)    '  Gruvei*,  Jam*  »  Grim ble 
Civ©ndi-r.,V.C.\V.(l)erby*liir«    Guest,  Hon.  IvoTChurchUl 
Cayzer,  Sir  Chailes  William     -  Gordon^  Sir  W.  liramiton 
Ctfcil  Evel>n  ^Ablon  Mtioor)     \  Hain,  I'kiward 
Cecil,  lx)nl  Hugh  (lireenwich)  ,  UaiU  Edward  Murxlia'l 
Chamberlain^Kt.Hon.J.iH  rtn.     Halsey,  Ur.  Hun.  TUouut»  F. 
ClulluUrrlail•^.Au^ten^\Vo^cr  '  Hamluo,  Cbarlet»  Erie 
Cbanoing,  Francis  AIIhIoq         !  HaniiUoD^t.HnL'cGiMidd'x 
Cliapinau,  Edwani  \  Hamilton»Mar4of\L'tid'nderry 

C'hurchdl,  Win-ton  Spencer        Hanluir>  J^t.Hon.  KobertWm. 
rUve,  Captain  Pen^y  A.  I  Hardy,Laurtnc«:(K  m^Ahliord 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thotf.  U.  A.E.  !  Hare,  J  houkaA  Leigti 
Cxigbill,  I>«>u^la<t  Harry  [  Hairu»,  Freaeiick  LeveitOB 

CoiliDUJ*,  Ki.  Hon.  JoW  ;  Ha},  Hun.  Claude  George 

Colunib,Sir.JohnCharlei*Re»ily  ;  Heaib,Arti*urHoward(tianl^ 
Coiiipton,  Loid  Alwyne  \  Heatb^ James  <Stattoid.^.N.W. 

Cook,  Sir  Frederii  k  Lucas        '  Hea  on,  J<  hu  Heuniker 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North)     Hrluer,  Au>cu^ua 
Craig,  KoUrt  Hunter  Heiuie,  Nurval  Watwo 

Crani^oruf,  Viioount  '  Heiiuersoo,  Alexbndvr 

Cronibie,  John  William  '  Hennon-Hudge,K'brt  Trotter 

CroBH,  Alexander  (Glai'gnw)      j  Uig^inU  tUoiu,  S.  W. 
troHfi,  Herb.Sheph.rd  (Boltoa  !  Hoi»e,a.F.(Sbetn'd.Hrif5hl»ide 


I  * 


Cru«»H  ey.  Sir  !Savile 
Dalketb,  Earl  of 
Dalr^mp  e,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  Jame<«  Henry 
DaveD()Ort,  Willi-im  Bromley- 
Davjci*,  Alfred  (Carnianheh) 
DMVieH>>irHaratioDiCba*  ham 
Da\i*'j*,M.Vauglian  (Cardigan 
Dicksoij,  Charles  Scutt 
Di  k»'»n-Poynde»sSir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningshy  Kalph 
Dorii.gton,  Sir  John  Eilward 
Dougla;«,  Kr.  Hon.  A    A  ken*- 


Hoininian,  Frederick  John 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jam  e»  Henry  Cecil 
Hud-oo,  George  Bickeisieth 
JetH>el  ,Capi  aiu  Herbe  rtMertoo 
Jcbnstou,  William  (Belfaat) 
John^t^iue,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jone», David  Brynmor  (Swansea 
Jones,  WiJliam  (Caruarvonsh. 
Kennawav,Kt  Hn.  SirJobn  H. 
Keuyon.llon.Get'.T.  (Denbigh 
Kenyi'D  SUuej, Col.  W. (Salop) 
Keswick,  William 


Dou;;laH,  Charles  M.  (Lamirk)  j  Lambtou,  Hon.  FrodcrickWm. 
Dox ford ,Sir  William  Theodore  •  Laogtey,  Batty 
Duke,  Hei  r\  Edwaid  t  Law,  Audrew  Bonar 


Dun  ail,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 


Lawreuce,  Joseph  (Moomonth 
Law* on,  John  Giant 


m 


Dun  iiig  Lawrence,  Sir  Eilwin  •  Laylauu-Bairatt,  FrancU 

Dyk^,IU.Iin.S«rWiUiauiHait  '  Lue,AnburH.(HantH,Fareha 
Edwardrt,  Frank 

Eliluink,MaHte-  of 

Efumuti,  Alfred 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Olamof can 

Faler,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W. 

Fello\vc»,H('n.AilwynE*Uajrd  ]  Lev^j,  Maurice 

Fenwick,  Cliailets  I^wis,  Jubn  Herbert 

FergMaHOii,KiHn.SirJ.(Manc'r    Lockwood,  Lr.  Col.  A.  R. 

Fielden,  Edwa id  Brock lehuTbt  '  Loj  gKt.Hn.  \Valter(Biiftto1,Si 

Finch,  (;eoJKe  H.  '  l^wiher,  C.  (Cumb.  Eakdale) 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannaty  ne    l^yd,  Arcliie  Ki  kmaa 


I 


Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 

Leg^e,  Col.  Hon.  Ueueoge 

l^igh,  Sir  Joseph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Ltvcaon  Ciower, Frederick  N.S. 


Fiiiher,  William  Hayes 
Firt<»n,  Frederick  William 
Fitzn-y,Hon.EdwardAlgenKM) 
Forwter,  Henry  William 
Fobter,PmU}.S.(Warwick.S.W 
(jiiloway,  William  Johnson 
(•ardner,  Ement 
Gil.bs  Hn,A.G.H.(atyofLon. 
God<lard,  Daniel  Ford 
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Lucaj<,  CoL  Fiancia(  lowest  oft 
LucaH,  Regina  Id  J .  ( Porti*  moa  th 
\U  cai  tney,Rt.  Hn.  WGEllisoo 
Macdona,  John  Cnmming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Calmont,(Jol.  H.  L.  B(Cambfl 
MValmont.Col.  J.  (Anirim,E. 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Killop,  James  (Stir! ing^* hire 

2Q 


M'Lar-ei>»CbarfeB  Benf^uniai 
i\Uien<lie,  Jam«9  A.  if. 
M«J«elm,  laA 
MAomrrkv  U>ril  €<ecil 
Master  MittnwayingJBn^.W.F^ 
Maxwt  U,W.J.H.(Dm«  friers  tk. 
M  idi  Uemere  John  Th  rr  rmortoa 
Milner,Ur .  H  n.Sir  Fi-ederick  G. 
Mihraio,  Tf«omas 
MoW  worth.  Sir  I^wis 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
MoreJRobt- JaM>er  tSftropshii^ 
M organ  J>av  ki  J(  Walt  ham  st'  w- 
Moruan,  J.Llo^'d  nCanuai  then  > 
Morley.  Charies  (Breeooshire) 
>forrerl,  Ooige  Uerberi 
Morrisoc^  Jam«s  Architald 
MoH.«,  Sn^muel 
Mount,  Williwn  Arthar 
M  ttrra3'.Rt .  HnAGraham(Bttte 
Muuay,  Charles  J.  (Covemiy ) 
N»  wne".  Sir  George 
NichoboD,  William  Graban 
Nicol,  Lknald  Niniaa 
Norman,  HeiVT 
O  Neil!,  Hon.  Robert  Torrena 
Orr-Ewni)?.  Charles  Lmdsay 
Palmer,  Walter (Salishaiy) 
Phrker,  GUbert 
Plark(8t  EbeBczcr 
PartingtOB,  Unwald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
IVai-e,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Waldeo) 
Penn,  John 

Pitkineton,Lieut.-ailJiiefaard 

Pirie,  iKincsua  V. 

Plait-HigKins.  Frederick 

Phinuner7%VaHer  R. 

Ptetyman,  Ernest  George 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priesi  ly,  Arthur 

Prj  ce-  Jones,  Lt.-CQl.  Ekttrard 

Purvi«,  Robert 

Randies,  John  S. 

Rank  in.  Sir  James 

Rate: iff,  R.  F. 

Reid,  James  ((«resnock) 

Itomnant,  James  FarquharsoD 

Renwii'k,  George 

Uiekelt,  J.  Comptnn 

Hidtoy,  Hn.M.W  .(Sulyhridge 

Rigg,  Richanl 

Ritchie,  Ri.  Hn.Chas.Tbomson 

Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 

Robert  SOT,  He  rl  en  (Hackney) 

RoUoo,  William  Snowdoo 

Roe,  Sir  Tl^omas 

Ropoer,  Colonel  Robert 

Round,  James 

Rnneiman,  W^alter 

Hoft^ll  T.  W. 

SaeJcririe.  Col!  S.  G.  Stopford- 

Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 

Sandys,  Lieut-(*ol.Th<».MTleH 

Scott,  SirS.  ( Mary le bone, W.) 

Seeley,CharlesHilton(  Lincoln) 

Sharpe  ,William  Edward  T. 

Simeon,  Sir  HtrringtoD 

Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 

Smith, Abel  H.(Hertford.East) 

Sraith,H.C.(North'mb.T'neHi'e 

Stanley,Edward  Jas.  (Someiset 

Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 

Stevenson,  FranclH  S. 

Stewart,  SirMarkJ.MTaggart 

Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
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Stock,  James  Henry 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Stroyau,  John 

Talliot,  Lord  E.  (Chicheater) 
Talbot,Kt.Hn.J.G.(OxrdUn'v 
Tennaiit,  Harold  John 
Thoraafl,  A  bel(  Carmarthen,  E.) 
TliotJ  a.s,F.  Freeman-(Hastingrt 
Thomas,  J  A(Glamorgan  Gower 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlirison,  \Vm.  Ed w.  Murray 
Trevclyan,  Charles  Philips 


Abraham.William  (Cork,N.E. 

Allen,Charles  P.(Glouc.StroQd 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Bell,  Kichard 

BUke,  Edward 

BoUnd,  John 

Burke,  E.  Haviland- 

Burns,  John 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

(^lancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Oean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

TMany,  William 

Dillon,  John 

Don^jan,  P.  C. 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Ffrenon,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flynu,  James  Christopher 

Gilhotdy,  James 

Hammond,  John 

H  iyden,  John  Patrick 

Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  following  Resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  agreed  to  on 
the  17th  April  read — 

Stamp  Dotv  (Bills  of  Fxchange). 

**  That  on  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
July,  1902,  2d.  shall  be  substituted  for  Id. 
as  the  stanp  duty  on  bills  of  exchange 
p\val)le  on  demand,  or  at  sight,  or  on 
presentation,  or  within  three  days  after 
date  or  sight." 

Continuance  of  Addition il  Customs 

DUTfES. 

"  That  the  additional  Customs  Duties 
on  tobacco,  beer,  and  spirits  imposed  by 
Sections  2,  3,  4,  and  5  of  The  Finance 


Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valenti:i,  V^iscount 
Walker,  Col.  Wifliam  Hall 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warde,  Colonel  C.E. 
Warner,  TliomasCourbenay.  T 
Wasou,JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Welby,Lt.Col.A.C.E(  i'auuion 
Welby,  SirCharlesG.  E.  (Notts. 
Whiteley,  George  ( York,  W.H. 
Williams,  Col.  li.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  RtHn  J  Powell(Birm. 

NOES. 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  Juhi  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiati 
M^Govero,  T. 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Keah,  John 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North 
Markham,  At  tour  Ba^il 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien,  Kend'l(Tipptfrary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (ivilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jame'*(  \V  icklow,  W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
o'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  \V.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 


Willoughby  de  Erdsby.  Lord 
Wilsou,  Fre.1.  W.  (N^rfolk,Mid. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wra.  H.(York8) 
Woodhou8e,SirJT.  ( Buddersf  d 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
AVyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Austruther. 

O'  Kelly  ,James(  Roseommoa,  N 
O'Mdlley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
iteddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Koche,  John 
Sbeetian,  Daniel  Daniel 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thompson,  Dr.  EC(Mon'k{»i'n  N 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  \V.  R.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnnley) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  H.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,Nofth) 
Whuley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes, 
Sir  Tnomas  Esmonde  anU 
Captain  Donelau. 


the  law  relating  to  the  National  Debt, 

the  Customs,  and  the  Inland  Kovenue.'* 

Customs— Tea. 
*'  That  the  Customs  Duty  now  charged 
on  Tea  shall  continue  to  be  charged  until 
the  1st  of  August,  1903,(that  is  to  say) — 
Tea  .        .         the  pound.  Sixpence  '' 
Bill  ordered,  upon  the  said  Resolutions 
and  upon  the  Resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee  of   Ways    and  Means  agreed   to 
this  day,  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Deputy 
Chairman,   Mr.    Chancellor   of   the   Ex- 
chequer, and  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 

FINANCE  BILL. 
"  To  grant  certain  Duties  of  Customs 
and    Inland    Revenue,    to    alter    other 


Act,  1900  (including  any  increased  Duties  i  duties,  and  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
imposed  by  Section  5  of  that  Act),  shall  '  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  and  the 
continue   to   be   charged    until    the    Ist  '  National  Debt,  and  to  make  other  pro- 
day  of  August,  1903.  vision  for  the  financial  arrangements  of 
Continuance  OF  Additional  Excise  Duty  '  the    year,"    presented  accordingly,    and 
.  rru  .  ?u    ^T^.'^^^^  Spirits.                   '  r^ad  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
-^  That  the  additional  Excise  Duties  on    ^ime   upon  Thursday  next,    and  to   be 
beer  and  spirits   imposed   by  Sections  6    printed!^  [Bill  165.] 
and  /of    I  he  finance  Act,  1900,  shall  ^  if  >.•       ^     a  j    r^ ,    i.-         ..  rru  * 
continue  to  be  charged  unti    the  Ist  day  ' ,,     T""  ""a    '   and    Question^  "That 
of  August,  1903."                                     ^  I  V*>'1  ^ouse  do  now  adjourn.  -(Mr.  J. 
°      '                                                     'J.  Balfour.) 

AME.VDMENT  OF  LAW.  p^^    ^^j  ^J  j^, 

That  It  IS  e.Kped.ent  to  prolong  the  Adjourned    aocordinxly   at   half 

term  of  certain  annuities,  and  to  amend  after  One  o'clock. 


V 
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The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


amending  the  same,  relating  to  the  Dun- 
derrv  Drainage  District,  in  the  county  of 
Meath,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain  and  Mr.  Wvndham. 


THE  CBAIRMAN  OF  WAYS  AND 
MEANS. 


DRAINAGE  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
LANDS  (IRELAND)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 


,      **  To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  under 
The  Clerk  at  the  Table  informed  the    The  Drainage  and  Improvement  of  I^nds 
House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the    (Ireland)  Act,  1863,  and  the  Acts  amend 


Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


LONDON  SCHOOL  BOARD  (SUPER- 
ANM'ATION)  lULL. 

Verbal  Amendment   made ;  Bill  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LEYLAND  AND  FARlNliTON  (;AS  BILL, 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST    RAILWAY    BILL  [Lords]. 


ing  the  same,  relating  to  the  Dunderry 
Drainage  District,  in  the  county  of 
Mcath, '  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time  ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Elxaminers  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed     [Bill  167.] 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  H). 

Sir  Robert  Guntkr  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  H  of  Private 
Bills,  That,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee this  day,  a  communication  was 
received   from  Mr.  Layland-Barratt,  one 


c        As  amended,  considei-ed  ;  to  be   read    of  the  Members  of  the  said  Committee, 
^    the  third  time. 


ELECTRIC  LKiHTINi;  PROVISIONAL 
ORDEHS   (No.   2)  BILL, 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER8  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (GAS). 

Bill    to   confirm  certain     Provisional 
Orders  of  the  Local  Government   Board 


stating  that  he  was  unable,  on  account  of 
illness,  to  attend  the  Committee  this  day. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CAVEHILL  AND  WHITEWELL 
TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;    Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  3). 

Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  reported  from 
for  Ireland  relating  to  the  Urban ;  the  Committee  on  Group  3  of  Rail- 
Districts  of  Bally mena  and  Strabane,  \  way  Bills,  That  the  parties  promoting 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  \  the  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Rail- 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and  Mr.  ,  way  Bill  had  stated  that  the  evidence  of 
Wyndham.  Alfred  Carter  was  essential  to  their  chmc  ; 

and,    it   haWng    been    proved    that    hia 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)        attendance  could  not  be  procured  without 

PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  ((IAS)  BILL.       the  intervention  of   the  House,   he   had 

**To     confirm     certain       Provisional    been  instructed  to  move   that  the   said 

Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board    Alfred  Carter  do  attend   the  said  Com- 

for    Ireland    relating    to     the      Urban    mittee   upon   Friday   next,   at    half-past 

Districts  of  Ballymena  and   Strabane,'*  |  Kleven  of  the  clock. 

presented,  and  read   the  first   time;  to 


bo  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  16G.] 

DRAINACiE  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
LANDS  (IRELAND)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER 


Ordered,  That  Alfred  Carter  do  attend 
the  Committee  on  Group  3  of  l^ilway 
Bills  on  Friday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven 
of  the  clock. 

SALFORD  CORPORATION  (be  oim 

MITTED)   BILL, 


Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
under  The  Drainage  and  Improvement  of 
Lands  (Ireland)  Act,  1863,  and  the  Acts  I  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Skbies.]  2  R 


BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Reported,  wi^h  Amendments  ;  Reports 
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RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  No.  5). 

Mr.  Seale-Hayne  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  No.  5  of  Kail- 
way  Bills,  That,  there  being  no  further 
business  ready  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee,  they  had  adjourned  until 
Friday  next,  at  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY  (STEAM  VESSELS)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  G). 

Mr.  Bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  G  of  Private  Bills, 
That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  they 
had  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  half- 
past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
DARTFORD  IMPROVEMENT  BILL, 

CLEETHORPES  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


PETITIONS, 


LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Rhyl ; 
Upper  Ipsley;  SheflSeld;  Luton;  and 
Marylebone  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Hammersmith,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PLUMBERS  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Stockport,  in  favour  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Wigan,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Luton ; 
Retford  ;  Halifax  ;  Paddington  ;  Apsley 
Guise ;  Drighlington  ;  and  Keighley ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  1901,  with  Evid- 
ence and  Appendix  [by  Command]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

DUBLIN  METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  1901,  with  Evid- 
ence and  Appendix  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (LAND  REVENUE). 

Copy  presented,  of  Papers  regarding 
the  Land  Revenue  System  of  British 
India  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2770  to  2772  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 

SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
No.  576  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PROSECUTION  OF  OFFENCES  ACTS, 
1879  AND  1884. 

Address  for  "Return  showing  the 
working  of  the  regulations  made  in  1886 
for  carrying  out  the  Prosecution  of 
Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884,  with 
statistics  setting  forth  the  number,  cost, 
and  results  of  the  proceedings  instituted 
by  the  director  in  accordance  with  those 
regulations  from  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1901,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1901 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper 
No.  264  of  Session  1901)."--(ifr.  Jesst 
Collings,) 

COASTGUARDS  (MEDICAL 
ATTENDANCE). 

Return  ordered,  "  of  Expenses  charged 
to  the  Grovernment  for  medical  attend- 
ance for  each  of  the  Coastguards  stations 
respectively  in  the  districts  of  Youghal, 
Queenstown,  Kinsale,  Skibbereen,  and 
Castletown,  from  the  Ist  day  of  January, 
1900,  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1901,' 
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with  the  number  of  men  at  each*  station 
and  the  name  of  the  medical  attendant.'* 
-(.l/r.  Crean,) 


BEER  BILL. 

[Second  Heading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

♦(12.20.)  Mr.  TOMLINSON (Preston): 
It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  on  the 
present  occasion  to  introduce  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House  a  subject 
which  is  not  altogether  a  new  one, 
but  which  contains  cert^n  new 
features  connected  with  legislation 
on  this  topic  The  real  question  under- 
lying this  Bill,  from  the  point  of  view 
which  I  wish  to  put  before  hon. 
Members,  is  whether  it  is  desirable  or 
practicable  to  secure  for  drinkers  of  the 
English  beverage  known  as  beer  some 
assurance  that  it  contains  those 
ingredients  of  which  in  lar^e  measure  it 
IS  supposed  to  be  composed,  vit.,  barley, 
malt,  and  hops.  Whatever  other 
things  may  be  used,  whatever  other 
adjuncts  may  be  utilised,  malt  and  hops 
are,  after  all,  the  prime  constituents  of 
beer.  It  is  so  very  large  an  article 
of  consumption  that,  apart  from  the 
interests  involved,  that  this  House  can- 
not be  indifferent  to  what  is  really  a  matter 
of  national  interest,  namely,  to  secure 
that  due  care  is  taken  to  have  it  brewed 
from  wholesome  materiab.  Such 
materials  should  be  not  merely  whole- 
some ;  they  should  be  of  a  kind  most 
suitable  to  the  purpose.  Speaking  apart 
from  the  interest  of  the  general  public, 
which  ought notto  be  left  outof  sight,  there 
may  be  si id  to  be  four  parties  particularly 
concerned  in  this  matter.  I  put  first 
the  one  on  whose  behalf  I  am  here  to- 
day— the  consumer  of  beer.  Another 
•who  has  a  claim  to  be  considered  is  the 
producer  of  beer,  and  the  third  is  the 
grower  of  barley.  I  am  not  going  to 
■ay  much  on  his  behalf,  because  the 
interests  of  my  constituents  are  those  of 
the  consumer  of  b3er,  and  not  of  the 
barley  grower.  Still,  we  must  not  lose 
sight  of  the  case  of  the  barley  grower, 
because,  unless  due  encouragement  b 
given  to  him,  we  cannot  expect  that  beer, 
properly  so  called,  can  be  produced 
in  fit  condition  for  the  British  market. 
The   fourth     party     concerned    is    the 


Inland  Revenue  Department  to  which  it 
is  proposed  to  entrust  the  carrying  out 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 

Now,  the  consumer  of  beer  and  the 
grower  of  barley  are  united  in  support  of 
this  Bill.  It  is  quite  true,  indeed,  that  some 
barley  growers  would  like  more  stringent 
provisions  to  be  introduced  into  the  Bill. 
In  the    measure    of    last    year    it    was 
provided   that   beer   should  be    brewed 
entirely  from  malt    and    hops,    but  in 
this     there     is     nothing     to     prevent 
any      brewer     who     can      proauce     a 
good    article    using    within    a    limited 
scope    certain    other    sound    materials. 
The  Bill  is  in  fact  a  concession  to  certain 
arguments  used  last  session  on  behalf  of 
the  beer  producer.     It  was  alleged  that 
owing    to  the  difficulties  of  the  British 
climate  British  barley  was  not   suitable 
for  brewing  beer,  unless  it  had  added  to 
it   the   element  of  sunshine.     We  were 
supposed  to  be  short  of  sunshine  in  this 
country,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to 
introduce  into  the  manufacture  of  beer  a 
sugar  element  which  is  jnot  necessary 
where  a  country  has  a  larger  amount  of 
sunshine,  in  order  to  produce  an  article 
suitable  to  the  prevailing  taste  of  the  times. 
As  I  have  before  said,  my  constituents  are 
consumers  of  beer,  and  think  I  may  add 
that  they  take   much   interest  in   this 
question.    Last  year,  of  course,  a  great 
deal  of  feeling  was  aroused  by  the  sale  of 
beer    into     which    foreign    deleterious 
matter   had    been   introduced.     I   quite 
admit   that  that  particular  accident  has 
been  probed  to  the  bottom,  and  I  hope 
and  beUeve  that  the  same  mistake  is  not 
likely  to  happen  again.     It  was  disastrous, 
not  only  to  the  unfortunate  consumers 
of  beer  but  to  those   who  produced  this 
unsatisfactory   article,  and  under  these 
circumstances    I   am   confident   greater 
caution  will  be  exercised  in  the  future. 
But  I  cannot  help  contrasting  the  state 
of  things  existing  twenty  years  ago  with 
that  which  prevails  at  the  present  day. 
In    all     populous    places    the    smaller 
brewers  are  fast  disappearing,  and  the 
trade  is  falling  into  the  hands  of  great 
companies.      During    the    days     when 
small  breweries   were  in  existence  beer 
was   brewed  by   many  persons   entirely 
from   British  grown  barley    and  hops. 
No  other  ingredients  were   introduced, 

and  those  who  thought  that  beer  made 
of  malt  and  hops  was  the  most  suitaUe 
2  R  2 
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form  of  drink  had  no  difficulty  in  finding 
places  where  it  could  be  obtained.  But, 
as  I  have  said,  these  small  breweries  are 
fast  disappearing,  and  the  consumer  has 
no  choice  but  to  go  to  houses  which  are 
supplied  from  the  large  breweries.  It 
occasionally  happens  that  one  company 
dominates  a  whole  district,  which  is 
absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  one  brewer. 
I  do  not  think  I  need  go  into  the  causes 
of  this  chai^ge,  but  I  may  say  I  believe 
that  the  high  du»^y  on  beer  has  largely 
contributed  to  it.  All  we  are  asking 
under  this  Bill  is  that  brewers  shall  brew 
from  barley  malt  and  hops,  coupled  with 
such  other  ingredients  as  maybe  necessary 
to  produce  an  article  saleable  and  suitable  | 
to  the  present  taste.  I  cannot  help 
remarking  that  this  is  not  the  only 
country  in  the  world  where  such  restric- 
tions would  be  imposed.  They  are  im- 
posed in  other  countries,  and  those  places 
where  they  are  the  most  stringent  are 
not  the  least  famed  for  the  excellence  of 
their  beer.  I  may  instance  the  case  of 
Bavaria,  where  the  restrictions  are  itS 
strong  as  anywhere,  and  yet  the 
Bavarian  beer  has  a  reputation  second 
to  none  in  the  world. 

I  will  now  say  a  few  words  on  the  Bill 
itself.  I  see  some  exception  has  been 
taken  to  the  definition  of  beer.  All  I  will 
say  in  regard  to  that  is  that  it  may  be 
amended  in  Committee,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  promoters  will  not  be  unwilling 
to  listen  to  any  suggestions  for  a  more 
satisfactory  definition.  Then  we  come  to 
Clause  3,  which  provides  that  — 

**  It  shall  Dot  1)6  lawful  in  brewing  or  pre- 
paring bt-er  for  sale  to  a**e  a  lefts  qaantity  of 
barl»'y  malt  than  eighty- five  per  cent,  of  the 
totarHaccharine  yielding  materials  employed, 
the  quantity  of  raaterialn  other  than  barley 
malt  being  cal<*ulite<l  acconling  to  their  re- 
spective eipiivalents  in  malt,  a^  fixed  for  the 
time  being  for  the  purposes  of  the  change  of 
duty  on  beer." 

That  really  is  the  cardinal  point  of  the 
Bill.  In  it  we  make  a  concession  to  the 
manufacturer  of  beer,  by  giving  him 
power  to  include  in  his  beer  a  certain 
amount  of  other  saccharine  matter.  While 
we  would  desire  that  beer  shall  be  made 
wholly  of  malt  and  hope,  we  are  willing 
to  concede  this  percentage  in  order  to 
take  the  first  step  to  set  up  a  stan- 
dard. In  my  view  that  is  the  first 
thing  to  be  done,  and  this  concep- 
tion constitutes  the  main  difference 
between    this    Bill    and  previous    Bills. 

Mr,  Tamlinson. 


We  prohibit  absolutely  the  use  of  any 
substitute  for  hops,  and,  as  far  as  I 
know,  that  proposal  does  not  meet  with 
any  great  opposition.  Clause  6  deals 
with  the  importers  of  foreign  beer,  and 
prohibits  the  sale  of  such  beer,  in  this 
country  otherwise  than  under  the  descrip- 
tion of  imported  beer.  The  duty 
of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  is  thrown  upon  the  officers 
of  the  Inland  Revenue.  I  do  not 
know  what  those  who  represent  the 
Inland  Revenue  Department  may  have 
to  say  on  this  point.  What  we  desire,  in 
the  first  place,  is  to  set  up  a  legal 
standard  for  beer,  and  I  believe  that 
generally  'the  brewers  of  this  country 
being  honest  men  will  work  up  to 
that  standard  if  retjuired  to  do  so 
by  law,  and  it  will  not  need 
a  very  large  amount  of  supervision 
to  see  that  the  standard  is  adhered  to. 
I  believe  that  they  mhU  make  the  returns 
which  the  Inland  Revenue  Department 
now  require,  giving  details  of  the  sub- 
stances used  in  brewing,  and  if  that  is 
done  the  "officers  of  Inland  Revenue 
will  find  but  little  addition  to  their 
present  duties.  There  may,  of  course, 
be  a  residue  of  brewers  who  may  require 
more  attention  in  the  way  of  seeing  that 
they  carry  out  the  law,  and  in  their  cases- 
it  is  possible  that  a  certain  additional 
amount  of  inspection  will  be  required.  It 
may  be  necessary,  too,  for  revenue  officers  to 
visit  such  breweries  and  apply  certain  tests ; 
but  if  the  returns  are  properly  made,  I 
think  there  will  be  entailed  but  little 
additional  work  on  the  Department  Of 
course  the  amount  of  work  depends  largely 
on  the  number  of  breweries.  Now,  in 
1853  the^e  were  45,294  breweries  which 
had  to  be  supervised  by  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department.  In  1879  the  num- 
ber had  been  reduced  to  22,278,  and  now 
there  are  only  about  6,000  ;  thus  the  in- 
dustry being  concentrated  in  a  very  few 
hands,  the  amount  of  supervision  required 
is  very  much  less  than  it  was  formerly,  and 
the  duties  of  the  officers  are  proportionately 
decreased.  I  can  only  add  that  if  the 
Department  desire  to  put  in  any  modified 
form  of  words  to  guard  against  undue 
work  being  laid  upon  it,  we  shall  be  ready 
to  listen  to  any  suggestion  of  the  kind  in 
Committee. 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration 
of  the  nature  of  the  opposition  to  the 
Bill.  Two  statements  have  been  put  for- 
ward, and  from  them  I  gather  that  the 
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opposition  comes  largely  from  the  brew- 
ing trade.  I  do  not  see  a  trace  of  opposi- 
tion from  any  other  source.  My  non. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Bradford  has 
put  on  the  Paper  an  Amend  ment  in  the 
following  terms — 

*'  That  this  House  dechnes  to  proceed  with 
the    consideration  of  a  Bill  interferiniB:  with 
freedom  in  ilie  manufacture  of  beer  in  this 
ci^untrv,  which,  whdst  it  imposes  apim  the 
Hcientinc  development  of  Bdtish  brewing  in- 
dustries arbitrary  restrictions  that,  cannot  be 
enforced  upon  foreign  competitors,  in  no  way 
provides  safeguards  for  the  public  health,  or 
secures  for  cousumerH  a  guarantee  as  to  the 
parity  of  the  mtter^als  employed." 

What   is   the    meaning  of  the  reference 
to  foreign  competitors  ]    The    Bill   pro- 
vides for   labelling  a  foreign  production 
as    an    imported    production.       At    the 
present  time  the  consumer  has  no  means 
of   knowing    of  where  the   beer    comes 
from,    but     under     the     Bill     he     will 
know    when    a    foreign    article  is   sold 
to    him.       The    main    objection    which 
my  hon.  friend  puts  forward,  however,  is 
that  the  Bill  interferes  with  the  freedom 
of  the  manufacture  of  beer  in  this  country ; 
and  that  it  imposes  on  the  scientific  de- 
velopment of  British  brewing  industries 
arbitrary  restrictions  that  cannot  be  en- 
forced upon  foreign  competitors,    I  should 
like  to  know  what  he  means  by  "scientific 
development."     Does  he  mean  the  substi- 
tution of    other  ingredients  for   barley 
malt,  and  hops  ?     If  that  is  meant,  then 
we  have  the  statement  of  the  best  brewers, 
who  say  that  barley  malt  is  mainly  the 
proper  thing  to  use.  This,  indeed,  id  the  view 
of  scientific  men.     The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the   University  of  London 
told  us  only  last  year  that  barley  malt  is 
absolutely  essential  to  good  beer.     What 
are  the  scientific  methods  with  which  the 
Bill     interferes  ?      It     interferes     with 
nothing  but  the  unlimited  use  of  ingre- 
dients iti  substitution  for  British  malt. 
And,    therefore,     if     the    Amendment 
means    anything    it     means     that    the 
Bill     is     an     interference     with      the 
substitution  of  some  other  material   for 
British  malt.     I  speak  in  the  interest  of 
the  consumer  when  I  say  we  have  a  right 
to  prevent  that  substitution,  and  I  ask  | 
the  House  to  affirm  that  the  British  con- 
sumer is  entitled  to  know  that  his  beer 
is  made  mainly  of  malt  and  hops.     We  do 
not  propose  to  place  any  restriction  as  to 
where  the  barley  comes  from,  although 
we  do  hope  that  the  Bill  will  result  in 
making  a  better  market  for  British  barley. 


We  may  come  to  the  time  when  chemical 
compounds  will  take  the  place  of  natural 
productions.  If  it  be  possible  to  get  a 
good  extract  from  petroleum  or  some  other 
ingredient  which  can  be  made  into  a 
wholesome  liquid,  and  from  the  con- 
sumption of  which  no  harm  will  result, 
by  all  means  let  it  be  manufactured,  but 
it  must  not  be  called  beer,  and  in  that 
case  the  consumers  of  beer  will  have  no 
right  to  complain. 

Another  section  of  the  opponents  of  the 
Bill  are  represented  by  the  statement  which 
has  been  issued  by  the  Country  Brewer's 
organisation.      They  say    first    that    it 
interferes  with  the  freedom  of  the  manu- 
facture   of    beer.     Of    course,    it    does. 
Then,  too,  they  claim  that  scientific  de- 
velopment is  interfered  with,  and  they 
further  point  out  that  the  Bill  does  not 
guarantee  the  purity   of   beer.     It  may 
not  do  that,  but  it  goes  a  step  in  the 
direction  of  guaranteeing  it.     They  talk, 
too,  about  the  principle  of  the  free  mash 
tun.     It  is  alleged  that  when  Mr.  Glad- 
stone substituted  the  beer  duty  for  the 
malt  duty,  there  was  a  sort  of  compact 
by  which  brewers  were  to  be  left  abso- 
lutely free  for  all  future  time  with  regard 
to  the  material  they  employed  in  brewing, 
and  apparently  no   question    as    to   the 
wholesomeness     or     soundness    of     the 
ingredients  used  was  ever   to  be  raised. 
I  do   not   know  whether  that    view    is 
going  to  be  maintained    on  the  present 
occasion,  but  I  cannot    think   that  any- 
thing   which     is    not  of    a    wholesome 
character  will  be  demanded.     It  must  be 
remembered  that  before  the  introduction 
of  the  free  mash  tun,  the  process  of  brew- 
ing had  often    to  be  disturbed,  and  the 
great  boon  offered  to  the  brewers   was 
that  the   process  of  brewing  was  to  go 
on   uninterruptedly.      But    it    was    not 
intended   to    make    profits  more   secure 
making  the  choice  of  brewing  materials 
unlimited.       Now  that     is    not     neces- 
sary.      Brewing     has     always    been     a 
profitable    business     and    I    should    be 
sorry    indeed    if    it     ceased    to    be  so. 
It  would   be  a    bad    day    for    the  con- 
sumer  of  beer.     I  do  not  think,  how- 
ever, the  brewers  have  any  ground  for 
fear  that  their  profits  will  be  destroyed 
by  providing  a  reasonable  security  for  the 
use  of  malt  and  hops.    I  do  not  know 
that  I  need   labour    the   question   any 
further.    There  are  many  hon.  Members 
who  wish  to  speak  on  it.     The  Bill  has 
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been  iotroduced  in  the  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion, and  with  a  view  of  protecting  as 
far  as  possible  the  interests  of  all  who 
are  connected  with  the  production  of 
beer,  while  securing  that  a  proper  and 
wholesome  beverage  shall  be  laid  upon 
the  table  of  rich  and  poor  alike.  I  beg 
to  move. 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time. 


>» 


(12.45.)  Mr.  flower  (Bradford, 
W.):  I  think  we  shall  all,  whether 
promoters  or  opponents  of  this  measure, 
feel  that  the  House  approaches  its 
consideration  under  somewhat  different 
conditions  to  those  which  prevailed 
when  the  Bill  of  last  year  was  under 
discussion.  Then  we  had  a  great  deal  of 
excitement  out  of  doors,  which,  of  course, 
had  its  influence  on  this  House,  in 
connection  with  what  was  known  as  the 
arsenic  scare.  Indeed,  as  I  listened  to 
the  gentle  and — to  use  his  own  word — 
conciliatory  speech  of  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Preston,  and  contrasted 
it  with  the  far  graver  tone  adopted  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Peter- 
borough, who  was  in  charge  of  the 
measure  of  last  year,  I  could  not  help 
feeling  that  the  difference  in  tone 
between  the  two  speakers  very  aptly 
illustrated  the  change  in  public  feeling 
upon  this  question  of  legislating  for  the 
brewing  industry.  Last  year  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  in  his  peroration, 
said— 

**  Now  that  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  stem  facta,  aftnr  the  deaths  which  have 
occurred  from  poisoned  beer,  after  the  wide- 
spread sickness  and  noffering  from  poisoned 
beer,  after  the  puMic  has  appealed  to  us  in 
variou'*  petitions  to  this  House  for  protection 
from  this  pest  lence  that  walketh  in  darkness, 
1  maintain  that  the  present  state  of  things 
ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  continue  for  an 
hour." 

And  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Sleaford  Div  sion,  in  the 
course  of  his  massive  contribution  to  the 
debate,  observed — 

"  My  first  object  was  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  the  I'oLsoning  of  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  people  in  all  parts  of  the  country.*' 

This  Bill  is  not  only  introduced  in  circum- 
stances widely  different  from  those  which 
prevailed  1  ist  year,  but  it  is  in  itself  an 

Mr,  Tomlinson, 


entirely  fresh  Bill,  and  it  must  be  con- 
sidered on  its  merits  as  it  stands,  because 
it  enshrines  proposals  which  have  not 
previously  been  the  subject  of  debate. 
It  is  for  these  proposals  that  I  ask  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

One  essential  point  of  difference  between 

this  and  previous  Bills  is  that  in  former 

measures    it    was   sought    to    earmark 

beer  by  labelling  part  malt  beer  as  an 

inferior  article.    This    Bill  proposes   tc 

admit  that  beer  may  contain  15  percent. 

of  other  substitutes  for  barley  malt.    The 

argument  we  heard  last  year  that  a  mnn 

ought   to  know    what  he  is   drinking 

obviously  faUs  to  the  ground,  since,  if  it 

was  chemically  impossible  to  distinguish 

between  beer  made  with  40  per  cent,  of 

substitutes  and  beer  made  of  all  malt, 

how  much  more  difficult  will  it  be  when 

it  contains  15  per  cent.  1    I  do  not  think 

that  it  will  be  contended  that  this  is  in 

any  sense  a  Pure  Beer  Bill,  and  I  shall 

be  surprised  to  learn  that  it  is  put  forward 

as  a  safeguard  against  such  a  lamentable 

accident  as  that  which  occurred  a  couple 

of  years  ago.     The  materials,  the  use  of 

which  my  hon.  friend  proposes  by  this 

Bill  to  limit,  are  not  deleterious  to  health. 

The    evidence    of   Mr.   Salamon  before 

I  the   Departmental    Committee    on  Beer 

I  Materials  is    interesting    on  this   point. 

I  He  is  a  gentleman  who   has  had  great 

I  experience  as  an  analytical  and  consulting 

j  chemist,  and  whose  authority  is  widely 

I  recognised    in    this    House    as    well    as 

'  outside.       He    was    asked  :     "  Is    there 

I  anything  deleterious  in  the  use  of  malt 

adjuncts  1 "     His  answer  was — 

"Absolutely  nothing;  I  know  of  no  dele- 
terious substitutes  employed  in  brewing,  and 
I  may  s;iy  I  should  certainly  know  of  it  if 
they  were  employed,  as  1  have  the  meann  of 
ascertaining  everything  that  goes  on  in  a  very 
large  numl^r  of  breweries." 

I  And  he  goes  on  in  the  course  of  his  evi- 

I  dence  to  point  out  that,   without  some 

prepared  materials,  such  as  starch  sugar, 

I  adopted  for  fermentation,  and  the  like,  it 

would  not  be  possible  to  produce  the  beer 

required  today.     Later  on  in  his  evidence 

he  says  that  if  English  brewers  are  to  hold 

their  own  at  home  and  abroad,  it  is  quite 

impossible  that  they  can  brew  only  from 

I  English   barley  malt.      The  Committee, 

'  moreover,  in  their  Report,  said — 

**  With  regard  to  glucose  made  from  sago, 

maize  etc.,  it  is  g^enerally  admitted  that  there 

1  have  been  great  improvements  in  the  proctaw 
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of  manafactore  in  recent  years,  and  we  believe 
that  all  impurities  which  might  be  considered 
injurious  to  health  are  eliminated.*' 

And  again,  later  on  in  their  Report,  they 
observe — 

"From  the  evidence  put  before  u«i  we  are 
t«a,ti8iied  that  no  deleterious  materials  are 
introduced  into  beer  by  way  of  substitutes  for 
liops." 

Moreover,  the  Royal  Commission,  now 
fitting,  in  their  preliminary  Report,  ob- 
aerve — 

"  As  regards  the  inin^ients  of  beer,  other 
than  brewmg  sugar  and  malt,  which  are  liable 
from  their  preparation  to  contain  arsenic,  we 
are  satisfied  that,  by  the  exercise  of  care  in 
the  selection  of  thef*e  materials  (i.e.,  maize 
-and  rice),  no  risk  of  the  introduction  of  arsenic 
into  the  beer  need  arise." 

The  enforcement  of  a  strict  limitation  of 
the  kind  proposed  in  this  Bill  must,  I 
think,  have  the  effect  of  causing  the 
T)rewing  of  stronger  and  more  alcoholic 
beer  in  order  to  aid  the  preservative 
powers  of  the  beer,  because  the  use 
of  sugar,  rice,  and  maize  enables  the 
brewer  to  brew  a  weaker  and  more 
popular  beverage,  and  at  the  same  time 
gives  it  power  of  preservation.  The  very 
limited  use  of  these  materials,  sugar,  maize, 
and  so  forth,  will  necessitate  the  brewing 
of  a  beer  of  greater  gravity. 

In  connection  with  all  these  Bills  an  idea 
is  widely  prevalent  outside  this  House,  and 
held  by  some  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House  as  well,  that  the  British 
agriculturist  will  profit  by  the  passing  into 
law  of  a  measure  of  this  kind.  In  that 
connection  I  should  like  to  read  a  letter 
which  I  have  received  from  one  of  the 
leading  brewers  in  the  city  of  Bradford. 
He  says — 

'"  I  am  at  present  usinc  about  25  per  cent,  of 
-sugar  and  other  materials,  and  75  per  cent,  of 
barley,  of  which  from  50  to  55  per  cent,  is 
English  gro'wn  barley ;  and  if  this  Bill  is  passed 
it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  exactly  reverse 
the  proportiens  of  British  and  foreign  barleys 
in  the  future." 

This  will,  therefore,  tend  to  injure  the 
British  farmer  by  the  increased  use  of 
foreign  barley  in  British  breweries.  You 
will,  by  passing  this  Bill,  injure  the  sale  of 
British  barleys,  and  particularly  of  those 
grown  in  the  Northern  counties,  and 
indeed  of  any  which  are  not  first-class 
!barleys,  but  which  under  the  conditions 
prevailing  today  can  be  utilised  in 
breweries.  It  may  be  that  my  hon. 
friends  in  framing  this  new  measure 
Ihave  thought  that  by  allowing  15  per 
^ent.  of    malt  adjuncts   to  be  used    it 


would  leave  it  possible  for  the  brewer 
to  rely  on  home-grown  barley  for  his 
malt,  and  at  the  same  time,  by  limiting 
the  malt  adjuncts  to  15  per  cent.,  to 
increase  the  quantity  of  barley  he 
would  require.  This  argument  seems 
to  me  to  break  down.  The  only  way 
in  which  the  total  quantity  of  home- 
grown barley  used  by  brewers  can  be 
increased  would  be  by  increasing  the  use 
of  malt  adjuncts,  which  to  a  great 
extent  supply  those  qualities  which  home- 
grown barley  generally  lacks,  and  for 
which  foreign  barleys  must  be  resorted 
to  in  their  absence.  Clause  4  of  this 
Bill  prohibits  the  use  of  hop  substitutes. 
So  far  as  we  can  gather  from  the 
evidence  brought  before  the  Departmental 
Committee,  only  a  very  small  amount  of 
hop  substitutes  is  used  in  brewing 
in  this  country.  I  believe  they  were 
resorted  to  during  a  year  of  hop  famine, 
but  certainly  at  the  present  prices  of  hops 
I  imagine  it  to  be  exceedingly  "unlikely 
that  any  English  brewer  would  resort  to 
the  use  of  substitutes.  Clause  5  is  a 
very  important  clause,  as  it  provides  the 
machinery  by  which  these  new  regulations 
on  the  manufacture  of  beer  are  to  be 
enforced.  As  my  hon.  friend  has  said, 
the  duty  is  placed  upon  the  Inland 
Revenue  officers.  Let  me  quote  the 
Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  this  point — 

'*  We  are  satisfied  that  in  the  present  state 
of  scientific  knowledge  it  is  not  possible  to 
determine  by  chemical  analysis  with  sufficient 
certainty  to  obtain  a  conviction  whether  malt 
adjuncts  have  or  have  not  been  used,  excepo, 
perhaps,  in  cases  where  excessive  preparations 
of  sucn  adjuncts  have  been  employed.  Con- 
sequently, a  law  making  declaration  of  materials 
compulsory  could  not  be  enforced  if  we  were 
to  rely  upon  analysis  for  deduction  and  valua- 
tion of  it." 

If  that  be  so,  how  can  these  regulations 
be  carried  out  ?  At  the  present  time  the 
Excise  has  no  absolute  check  upon  the 
quantities  of  materials  used.  They  have, 
it  is  true,  printed  forms,  which  a  brewer 
fUls  in  with  regard  to  his  daily  opera- 
tions ;  but  these  are  looked  upon  by  the 
Government  officials  as  rough  checks, 
and  are  only  required  in  the  rare  instances 
where  a  brewer  has  to  be  charged  with 
duty  upon  raw  materials  instead  of 
upon  his  finished  work.  The  reason 
why  there  is  such  a  wide  margin  between 
the  standard  and  the  actual  results  pro- 
duced, is  that  the  duty  is  very  rarely 
charged  on  the  raw  material.     Malt  on 
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these  Excise  forms  is  entered  in  quarters, 
and  the  weight  per  quarter  may  vary 
from  10  to  20  per  cent.  One  may  see  at 
a  glance  that  to  work  the  Bill  properly 
the  malt  must  be  weighed  under  the 
supervision  of  an  officer,  who  will  have 
to  be  always  on  the  premises — always,  at 
least,  when  the  operation  of  weighing  is 
going  on  ;  and  in  a  large  brewery,  where 
the  raw  materials  are  handled  by 
machinery  and  passed  in  enormous  bulks, 
it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  weight  can 
be  checked.  As  to  sugar,  I  should  like  to 
read  a  letter  I  received  from  a  gentleman 
who  is  largely  interested  in  the  trade. 
He  Bays — 

**  Sugar  is  entered  in  a  column  in  quarters  ; 
seeing,  however,  that  the  Excise  are  content  to 
levy  their  duty  upon  the  resulting  worts,  the 
officers  of  the  Excise  are  aware  of  the  fact  that 
a  brewer  could  readily  use  sugar  without 
making  an  entry.  If  the  Bill  were  adopted,  it 
would  necessitate  the  keeping  of  a  strict 
account  in  the  brewery,  and  having  the  sugar 
under  lock  and  key.  Moreover,  unless  the 
Excise  officer  were  always  on  the  spot,  it  would 
be  possible  to  make  an  entry  of  sugar  to  be 
used  for  the  day's  work,  but  yet  to  add  it  to 
the  various  vessels  containing  the  brew  in 
whatever  proportion  the* brewer  chose.  For 
example,  the  brew  might  contain  5  per  cent,  or 
25  per  cent,  so  long  as  the  total  o!  the  day's 
operations  did  not  exceed  J 5  per  cent." 

I  would  incidentally  point  out  to  my 
hon.  friend  that  no  correction  of  error  or 
accident  which  might  occur  during  the 
brewing  operations  would  be  possible. 
I  think  it  is  obvious  that  to  work  the 
Bill  satisfactorily  would  entail  a  very 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  Excise 
officers,  and  I  need  not  point  out  that 
this  work  must  in  that  respect  be  rather 
a  harassing  one  to  the  brewer.  I  do  not, 
however,  resist  it  on  that  ground,  and  if 
considerations  of  popular  health  and  con- 
venience or  the  like  can  be  put  forward, 
I  agree  that  we  ought  not  to  allow  the 
interests  or  convenience  of  any  industry 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  public  good. 

I  hope  we  shall  hear  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  some  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  this  Bill 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  country.  Last 
year,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  speaking 
on  the  Bill  then  before  the  House,  said — 

**  There  is  nothint>;  to  interfere  directlv  or  in- 
directly with  the  revenue  or  with  the  freedom 
of  the  mash  tun,  whi<-h  some  regar«<  as  such  a 
prized  privilege  in  the  brewing  of  beer  " 

I  do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  say  the  same  of  this  Bill  today. 
I  have  to  thank  him  for  his  courtesy  in 

Mr,  Flower, 


sending  me,  and  I  believe  he  sent  aUo  to 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill,  some  interest- 
ing figures  for  the  year  ending  30th 
November  last  year.  I  have  worked  out 
a  calculation  based  on  figures  for  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1900,  and 
as  the  figures  do  not  vary  very  greatly 
between  the  two  Returns,  I  think  the 
House  may  allow  me  to  place  before  them 
the  figures  prepared  on  the  basis  of  the 
year  1900  Return.  The  quantity  of 
materials  used  in  brewing  during  the 
vear  ending  30th  September  was  as 
follows :  mlt,  57,167,801  bushels,  or 
7,145,975  quarters;  sugar,  2,980,039 
cwts.,  or  1,303,767  quarters ;  and  rice 
and  maize,  1,201,845  cwts..  or  525,807 
quarters.  The  percentage  of  ingredients 
was:  Malt  20  94,  and  deducting 
1,500,000  quarters  for  all  malt  beers, 
24'5 ;  sugar  to  malt  17*4;  and  that 
of  malt  to  rice  and  maize,  was  7K). 
The  sugar,  which  is  mostly  colonial 
cane  sugar,  is  returned  at  149,000  tons, 
and  on  reduction  from  those  returned 
as  using  no  sugar  the  proportion  would 
be  89,000  tons.  The  quantity  possible 
under  this  Bill  would  be  60,000  tons,  and 
deducting  the  average  duty  of  £2  128. 
per  ton  there  will  be  a  net  loss  to  the 
revenue  of  between  £156,000  and 
£158,000  per  annum. 

In  the  present  Budget  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  by  putting  the  duty  at 
3d.  per  cwt.  on  all  imported  com,  has 
already  gone  a  long  way  to  limit  the  use 
of  maize  and  rice  in  brewing,  and  to 
absolutely  restrict  their  use  to  15  per 
cent,  would  surely  be  to  crush  out  of 
existence  an  industry  that  has  done  much 
to  secure  better  and  lighter  beers  for  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  provides,  not 
even  barley  excepted,  the  purest  and 
most  wholesome  materials  used  in  brew- 
ing. A  great  deal  was  said  last  year  as 
to  the  danger  of  eff'ecting  a  divorce 
between  science  and  the  development  of 
an  industry,  and  I  believe  the  passing  of 
this  Bill  into  law  would  be  a  very  serious 
blow  to  the  advancement  of  science  in 
relation  to  brewing  operations,  because 
any  old  rule  'of  thumb  brewer  can  brew 
from  barley,  hops,  yeast,  and  water  if  he 
has  sufficient  time  given  him  for  the 
operation,  and  can  secure  a  sufficient 
price  for  his  beer.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
inevitable  effect  of  this  Bill  will  be  to 
take  away  from  men  of  science  the  in- 
ducement to  introduce  fresh  methods  or 
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to  use  new  and  perhaps  more  wholesome  Question   proposed,    "  That  the  words 

materials,  if  possible,  than  hitherto  used,  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

No  one    who  has   watched  the   growth  Question." 

in  popularity  in  this  country  of  the  light 

(icrraan  beei-s  which  are  now  so  largely  *(1.16.)  Mr.  GRETTON   (Derbyshire, 

in  vogue  can  fail  to  realise  the  enormous  S.):  I  have  not  taken  any  part  previously 

fain  to  the  commerce  of  Germany,  which  in  these  controversies,  but  the  Bill  which 
as  resulted  from  the  application  of  we  are  now  discussing  is  of  a  very 
science  to  the  brewing  industry  there,  different  character  from  that  which  we 
My  hon.  friend  put  one  or  two  questions  had  discussed  in  former  years.  It  ha» 
to  me  on  this  matter.  Ho  seems  to  speak  been  contended  previously  by  the  pro- 
of substitutes,  or  aids  to  development,  with  moters  of  the  Bill  that  beer  should  be 
something  of  a  feeling  of  horror— as  if  made  only  from  barley,  malt,  hops,  and 
these  things  conveyed  in  themselves  the  water,  and  all  hop  substitutes  prohibited, 
essential  principle  of  permitting  adultera-  The  promoters  of  this  Bill  have  abandoned 
tiun  But  all  the  evidence  given  before  that  contention,  and  now  admit  that  sub- 
the  Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  gtitutes  are  not  to  be  condemned  on  the 
that  8ubJec^  goes  against  him  and  he  ^^^^^  ^f  ^Y,m  impurity  or  danger  to 
cannot  show  that  the  use  of  these  sub-  y-^  j^^^^^  and  they  come  forward 
stitutes,  or  aids  to  deve  opment,  are  ^^•^^^  ^  ^  j  ^  ,j^^  ^^ese  to  an 
deleterious  to  health.  Surely,  until  that  empirical  standard  of  15  per  cent, 
can  be  done,  it  seems  absurd  to  place  .j,^^  .^  ^^  ^j^^^^  i^  ^^^  y^  ^^^^^ 
restrictions  upon  the  manufactiu*e  of  beer  t*.  n  u-  ^  ur  u,*^  «.  u  4. 
from  perfectly  innocuous  substitutes.  I  ^^  will  achieve  no  public  object  what- 
will  leave  to  others  the  task  of  dealing  ^^^'^  ^  '^  is  merely  an  attempt  to  fix 
more  closely  with  the  scientific  aspects  of  f  "{^  proportion  between  substitutes  and 
this  industry.  barle)   m  the  interests  of  agriculturists. 

I  have  tried  to  show,  at  all  events  from  ^^.  ^|^J^5  '"^  "T^  *^  ^  ^^J'  ^^^ 
my  point  of  view,  that  the  passing  of  agnculturisU  of  this  country  that  so 
this  Bill  will  not  only  fail  to  assist,  but  '^^  *»  ^  ^^  ^^\  ^  see  they  will  gain 
will  positivelv  prove  to  l)e  detrimental  in  ^^  advantage  whatever  from  the  pro- 
its  incidence  to  the  British  agriculturist.  P^^al  now  before  the  House.  My  ex- 
I  think  I  have  been  able  to  show  that  Penence  leads  me  to  thmk  that  it  will 
the  passage  of  this  Bill  will  in  no  way  rather  diminish  the  proportion  of 
benefit  the  public  from  the  point  of  view  English  barley  used  in  brewing.  There 
of  safeguarding  them  against  poisonous  i^  no  doubt  that  in  an  average  season 
substances ;  that  it  will  impose  additional  in  this  country  not  sufficient  barley  is 
cost  and  trouble  in  the  administration  of  grown  of  good  quality  to  meet  the  re- 
thf  Inland  Revenue  Department ;  and  quirements  of  brewers.  There  must 
that  side  by  side  with  the  increased  cost  be  some  admixture  of  something  to 
there  will  be  an  inevitable  diminution  of  enable  the  deficiency  of  English  barley 
the  revenue  of  the  country.  I  venture  to  be  used  so  largely  as  it  is  today  in 
t^)  submit  that  it  will  most  seriously  brewing.  There  are  only  two  substances 
cripple  the  scientific  development  of  an  which  I  know  that  can  be  used  with 
industry  which  has  already  sufficient  advantage— saccharine  or  glucose  sub- 
difficulties  to  face  in  the  way  of  dealing  stances  or  foreign  barley.  There 
with  foreign  competition.  It  is  for  these  is  no  doubt  that  the  saccharine 
reasons  that  I  beg  to  move  the  Amend  subsunces  achieve  their  purpose  much 
ment  standing  in  my  name.  more  readilv  than  foreign  barieys,  and 
Amendment  proposed —  in  much  smaller  quantities.  Therefore 
•*To  leave  out  f mm  the  word  »Tbat'  to  the  that  leads  me  to  believe  that  if  the  use 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words,  of  saccharine  SUbstances    was    limited   in 

•This   House   declines  to  pmceed  with   the   this   Country,   the  only  result  would  be 

consideration  of  a  Bill  interfennir  with  freedom     ^i^    i  ^      r    r^     ;^        u i^.       ..j 

in  the  manufacture  of  beer  :.i  this  country,    f ^e   larger  use  of   fore^n     barley   and 

which,  whilst  it  imp)3es  upon  the  scientitic  Icss  £nglish  barley.  But  I  Will  not 
development  of  Britibh  brewing  industries  dwell  on  SO  scientific  a  subject.  I  am 
arhitrary  restrictions  that  cannot  be  enforced    __^     r  .i        u       •       f4.u..     u  i  «^«,^«-    u.,» 

up.>D  foreign  compeiitors,  in  no  w«y  provide.   ^^^  of  ^^e  old  rule-of-thumb  brewers,  but 

safeguards  for  the  public  health,  or  secures  for     very     often,      even      with    the     80-Called 

r^n"r,:;.|r^':d°^J:r.V^.  'A:rf  "'  '"•  ,  ruleK>f-thumb.    scientific    knowledge    ia 
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necessary  to  achieve  success.  I  rose  to 
oppose  this  Bill  My  sympathies  with 
the  agriculturists  are  very  great,  and  I 


brewing  community  where  a  wevy  small 
proportion  of  substitutes  is  used,  and 
where  they    buy    largely    not    only    of 


oppose  this  Bill  because  it  will  not  I  foreign  but  English  barley,  should  have 
in  any  way  favour  their  interests  or  made  so  much  in  his  speech  as  he  has 
safeguard  them.  This  Bill  is  no  safe-  done  of  the  injury  that  might  accrue  to 
;guard,  either,  to  public  health.  It  will  British  agriculture.  I  rather  believe*! 
only  entail,  and  must  entail,  consider- 1  with  regard  to  the  other  **  Pure  "  Beer 
able  expense  and  trouble  upon  the  |  ^^^^  mtroduced  before  this,  that  there  was 
Excise,  and  on  all  those  grounds  I .  so^^e  risk  to  British  agriculture  but  there 
oppose  it.  Perhaps  I  might  enlarge  for  !  certainly  is  not  so  in  this.  I  cannot  concur 
■one  moment  on  the  changes  which  would  !  ^^  ^^«  expression  of  the  Committee  that 
happen  to  the  Excise.  At  present  the  ^at  to  consider  brewing  materials  that  it 
brewing  materials  go  into  the  brewery  ^""^^  \  permitted  for  a  liquor  made 
in    bulk      and    are     checked     so     by    J^^"^  ^*^^,.^"^.  ^^P«.  ^"^{^^  ^«  "^f 

the   Excise,   and  if    the    amount    pro-    Y^^'  /^^^'^  ^?™^"  I  ^^^^  ^7  ^"?,^^  ^^ 
,       J     .    *     ,  ,       .  .      ^  ^    be  made  of  malt  and  hops,  and  until  last 

1    ^      ...       J     ™  J     -x     «i,     ij      u    '  year,  when  the  scare  occurred,  the  public 
what     It     IS     deemed    it     should     be   ^^jjj^^^    ^^        ^^^^   ^^.^^^     ^  \^ 

you    are    charged    the    excess    on    the  ,  ^^^  ^^^  ^  and  hops,  and 

amount  that   you    make.    But   if  this    ^^^^  ^^^  aware  how  largely  su^r  and 
Bill    passed  there  would   have  to  be  a    other  substitutes  entered  into  beer    A\Tien 
man  constantly  in  the  grinding  room  to    ^^^^^  jg  ^^  impression  of  that  sort,  it  is 
«ee  the  proper  quantity  of  malt  and  other     -^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^  ^^  ^^lq  Legislature  to  see 
materials  going  in,  and  that  the  propor-    ^.y^^^  ^^^^  standard  the  public  has  ma<le  for 
tions  did   not   exceed   those  prescnbed,    j^g^lf  shaU  be  made  the  legal  standanl  by 
because  it  is  conceded  that  no  chemical    gome  definition.     The  analysts  who  were 
analysis  will  find  this  out  subsequently,    examined   before   the   Commission    com- 
If  this  duty  is  intrusted  to  the  Excise,  no    plained  that  thev  had  not  a  definition  of 
<loubt  they  will  carry  it  out  impartially,    beer,    which    made    their     duties    very 
They  cannot  assume  that  one  brewer  is    arduous.     We  provide  for  that ;  we  piit 
honest  and  another  dishonest,  but  must    in  a  limit  of  15  per  cent.     We  want  to 
-carryouttheirduties,  if  these  are  imposed    protect    the     British    public    from    this 
upon  them  by  this  House,  impartially  to    growing      evil     of     substituting     other 
all  alike.     I  do  not  wish  to  examine  this    materials  for  the  barley,  malt,  and  hops 
•question     scientifically      or    go     more    from  which  the  Englishman   believes  his 
iully  into  that  aspect  of    the   matter,    beer    is     made.       Chemical    science    in 
I    oppose  this  Bill  because  it  can  be  of    England  says  that  you  should  use  these 
no     public    advantage,    and    will  only    sugars  and  brewing  substitutes,  but  chenii- 
damage    the    agricultural  interests,  and  ^  cal  science  in  Germany  has  come  to  adiaraet- 
therefore,  I  shall  not  support  the  Second    rically  opposite  conclusion,  and  it  is  only 
Heading.      I    support    the    Amendment    reasonable  therefore  that  this  matter  should 
moved   by   the    hon.  Member  lor  West    be  well  considered.    Bavaria  has  absolutely 
Bradford.  prohibited  the  use  of  any  sort  of  substitute^, 

and  in  North  Germany  it  is  nearly  the 
same  thing.  The  North  German  brewers, 
*(1.22.)  Sib  JOHN  DORRINGTON  according  to  the  evidence  given  l)efore 
(Gloucestershire,  Tewkesbury) :  I  support  the  Beer  Materials  Committee,  have  asked 
this  Bill.  I  am  not  able  to  controvert  their  Government  to  place  on  them  the 
all  that  was  said  by  the  hon.  Member  same  restrictions  that  have  been  placed 
for  Derbyshire,  but  only  this  morning  I  |  on  the  brewers  in  Bavaria,  because  they 
received  an  assurance  from  a  country  beHeve  it  would  increase  the  consumption 
brewer  that  this  duty  will  not  throw  any  by  giving  greater  confidence  to  the 
substantial  additional  work  on  the  Excise,  people  who  drink  their  beer.  That  is 
but  that,  trusting  as  they  generally  do  to  ^^^^.j  ^^^  ^.^  ^^nt  to  do  here.  When 
thehone8tyofthebrewers,thewholething^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^.^^^^.^^  knowledge  of 
would  give  no  trouble  whatever  if  it  is    ^  ,  ,  P    ... 

really  put  into  practice.  I  am  rather  i  Germany  opposed  to  the  scientihe 
surprised  that  the  hoiL  Member  for  South  j  knowledge  of  England,  how  do  we 
Derbyshire,  representing  as  be  does  a  great  I  know      the      scientific      knowledge     of 

Mr.  GreUon, 
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England      may     not      come     in     time 
to        ask      for     _a      Pure      Beer      Bill 
for     England?      With     regard    to    the 
-deleterious  substances   which    the    hon. 
Member  quoted,  I  know  of  no  absolutely 
deleterious  substances  in  beer  dangerous 
to    health.      Of  course,   in  using   these 
invert    sugars     we     come     very      near 
to     serious    danger.      If    carefully    pre- 
pared,    they    are     not     only    perfectly 
harmless,  but  useful ;  but  if  not  carefully 
prepared,  it  becomes  a  dangerous  matter. 
When  you  go  to  a  great  factory  with  the 
high  reputation  of  Messrs.  Garton,  you 
are  perfectly  safe,  and  can  rely   on  the 
extreme  care  that  has  been  taken  to  see 
that     every   sample    they   send    out    is 
free    from  arsenic.      But  suppose  these 
substitutes  are  made  an  ordinary  market- 
able  commodity   bought  anywhere,    we 
should  have  no   such   ground  for  assur- 
ance   that   the    danger    which   occurred 
at    Manchester     wiU    not    occur  again. 
These     dangers     are     a    good     reason 
for   prohibiting    the  use   of    substitutes 
except   within  reasonable  limits,  and  to 
the    extent    only   to  which  it  may  be 
necessary   to  employ  them  in   order  to 
make  a  perfect  beer.     At    present  the 
average  is  less  than  10  per  cent.     If  this 
Bill  passes,  the  condition  of  the  law,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  public  health  and 
a  knowledge  of  what  is  used,  will  be  put 
in  a  much  sounder  position  than  it  is  at 
present.      The   Legislature  has  imposed 
restrictions  on  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of    margarine    and     butter    and    other 
articles,    and    what    the    promoters    of 
this  Bill  desire  is  a  similar  measure  of 
protection  to  the  consumers  of  beer. 

(1.30.)  Dr.  FARQUHARS0N(  Aberdeen- 
shire, W.)  said  the  House  had  been  told 
that  all  the  opposition  to  this  Bill  had 
come  from  the  brewers.  He  was  not  a 
brewer,  and  had  no  interest  in  the  trade. 
He  did  not  even  hold  any  brewery  shares. 
He  approached  the  consideration  of  this 
Bill  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  man  in 
the  street  who  sometimes  drank  a  glass  of 
beer.  He  would  not  venture  to  discuss 
tlie  scientific  side  of  the  question. 
In  his  view,  this  Bill  was  opposed  to 
the  dictates  of  common  sense,  was  re- 
trograde in  character,  injurious  in 
itself,  and  might  become  dangerous. 
The  Bill,  though  less  stringent,  was  more 
dangerous  than  that  of  last  year,  and 
under  no  circumstances  could  he  support 


it.  He  did  not  know  who  wanted  the 
Bill.  Scientific  authoiity  was  against  it. 
He  sniffed  Protection  in  it.  Protection 
was  in  the  air  now.  The  Budget  had 
dealt  a  heavy  and  crushing  blow  at  the 
principles  of  Free  Trade,  and  the  present 
was,  he  thought,  another  advance  in 
the  direction  of  Protection.  Still,  he 
could  not  see  whom  the  me^isure 
was  going  to  protect.  It  was  in- 
tended to  protect  the  farmer.  He  repre- 
sented an  agricultural  constituency.  His 
constituents  were  the  best  barley  growers 
in  the  world.  If  he  thought  this  proposal 
would  enable  his  constituents  to  get  better 
prices  for  their  barley,  he  might  pocket 
his  Free  Trade  principles  and  vote  for  the 
Bill.  But  it  would  do  nothing  of  the 
kind,  whilst  it  would  give  the  consumer 
no  protection  against  dangerous  adultera- 
tion. What  provisions  were  there  in  the 
Bill  to  protect  the  consumer  against  such 
an  injurious  ingredient  as  arsenic,  which 
was  accidentally  introduced  during  the 
process  of  manufacture  or  otherwise,  and 
which  appeared  to  have  destroyed  so 
many  lives  and  constitutions  ?  They  did 
not  know  yet  how  this  arsenic  got  into 
the  beer,  and  would  it  not  be  a  more 
sensible  plan  if  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
waited  until  they  heard  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  which  was  now  sitting  1 
The  clause  dealing  with  hop  substitutes 
was  highly  oppressive.  The  only  people 
whom  the  Bill  seemed  to  protect  were 
the  hop  growers,  who  would  obtain  great 
advantages  if  this  Bill  passed  into  law. 
It  would  also  confer  some  benefits 
on  the  large  brewers  of  this  country, 
who  would  therefore  agree  to  one  of  the 
clauses  in  this  Bill  which  protected  them 
in  some  way  against  the  invasion  of 
large  quantities  of  light  beers.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  who 
moved  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  in  his 
estimate  of  the  admirable  qualities  of 
these  light  foreign  beers.  He  drank 
them  himself.  They  were  all  in  the 
interest  of  temperance.  They  contained 
little  alcohol,  and  they  were  altogether 
light,  innocent,  and  refreshing;  and  he 
wished  they  were  more  largely  consumed 
in  this  country  than  they  were.  The 
consumption  of  what  he  considered  a 
beneficial  beverage  would  be  hampered 
by  the  operation  of  this  Bill.  Clause  4 
seemed  to  him  most  extraordinary. 
They  had  evidence  from  the  Commis- 
sion,  which   no   one   could   deny,  that 
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substances  used  as  substitutes  for  hops 
were  entirely  devoid  of  any  deleterious 
effect.  The  late  Lord  Playfair  had 
stated  that  the  various  ingredients,  such 
as  might  be  occasionally  used  by  makers 
of  beer,  were  not  in  any  way  deleterious 
to  the  public  health.  Then  what  was 
the  reason  of  placing  on  the  brewer 
this  highly  restrictive  penalty  1  Surely 
it  would  give  rise  to  great  confusion 
in  the  Revenue  Department,  and  it 
would  do  no  good  at  all  to  the  public, 
which  this  Bill  was  supposed  to  protect. 
A  still  more  oppressive  provision  was 
that  in  which  a  brewer  was  to  be  fined 
from  £50  to  £100  if  any  of  these 
substitutes  were  found  in  his  possession. 
Suppose  he  happened  to  have  a  tonic,  say 
an  infusion  of  gentian,  in  his  possession 
at  the  brewery,  or  any  other  article 
which  was,  or  might  be,  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  beer.  What  would 
happen  then  ?  He  (Dr.  Farquharson) 
very  much  preferred  the  old  Bill,  in 
which  the  brewer  was  compelled  to 
state  from  what  ingredients  the  beer 
was  made ;  and  if  the  present  measure 
had  contained  a  provision  of  this  kind, 
he  might  have  sfen  his  way  to  vote  for 
it.  This  penal  clause  was  a  serious 
matter,  and  constituted  a  new  offence, 
for  which  a  man  might  be  summarily 
convicted^  without  appeal,  and  fined  a 
larg*^  sum  of  money.  This  was  a  con- 
dition of  things  to  which  he  would  give 
his  determined  opposition.  The  first 
thing  to  be  considered  about  beer  was 
that  it  should  he  palatable.  It  should 
be  free  from  injurious  ingredients,  and 
of  such  a  kind  as  would  not  be  dtletcri- 
ous  to  the  public  health.  This  Bill  gave 
no  guarantee  of  that  kind,  and  he  would 
therefore  oppose  it. 

(1.43.)  Colonel  BROOKFIELD  (Sus- 
sex, Rye)  :  The  speech  to  which  we  have 
just  Ustened  was  most  interesting  by 
reason  of  the  most  singular  state  of  con- 
fusion into  which  the  hon.  Member  got. 
Among  other  things,  he  told  us  that  in 
the  event  of  a  sutficiently  high  duty  being 
put  upon  foreign  barley,  he  was  prepared 
to  vote  for  the  Bill.  I  think  it  most 
unfortunate  that  in  preparing  hisopposi 
tion  on  the  present  occasion  he  should 
have  apparently  studied  a  Bill  which  was 
brought  in  last  year,  and  not  the  Bill  we 
are  discussing  at  the  present  moment.  But 

Dr.  Farquharson, 


my  reason  for  rising  was  to  repel  the 
attack  the  hon.  Grentleman  has  made 
on  the  fourth  clause.  How  does  he 
justify  the  statement  that  he  has  made 
that  this  clause  is  highly  oppressive, 
when  he  can  hear  from  many  Members 
of  the  House,  and  has  heard  from  every 
brewer,  that  these  hop  substitutes  are 
not  used  7 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON :  Then  why  do 
you  want  the  clause  ? 

COLONEL  BROOKFIELD  :  Because 
we  propose-  to  make  what  they  say  is 
the  case  the  law  also.  I  was  sorry 
that  the  hon.  Member,  who  has  scientific 
attainments,  should  have  thrown  in  his 
weight  with  the  opposition  to  this  hop 
substitutes  clause,  for  this  is  the  first 
time  I  have  heard  any  attempt  to 
attack  that  clause,  which,  I  under- 
stand, is  generally  accepted  even  by 
the  brewers  themselves.  I  always 
feel  diffident  in  advancing  the  claim  of 
apparently  so  small  an  industry  as  that 
of  the  hop-grower,  but  until  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  we  were  met  with 
general  sympathy  from  every  quarter. 
We  have  no  reason  to  conceal  the  fact 
that  the  clause  has  a  more  or  less  Pro- 
tective object,  and  that  we  are  anxious 
to  promote  an  industry  which  gives 
such  exceptional  and  remunerative  em- 
ployment to  the  poor  people  of  London 
and  elsewhere.  Brewers  so.-netimes  ask 
why  we  were  not  content  with  introduc- 
ing a  hop  substitute  Bill.  But  I  have 
already  stated  that  we  for  many 
years  did  introduce  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  but  we  were  extremely  unlor- 
tunate  in  the  ballot,  and  the  measure 
was  always  blocked  when  it  came  into 
the  House.  Therefore  we  are  willing 
to  throw  in  our  lot  with  our  more 
powerful  friends  the  barley  growers. 

I  refreshed  my  memory  by  reading 
over  again  the  speech  made  on  this  Bill 
last  year  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
London  University,  and  the  conclusion  I 
came  to  was  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
boldly  advocating  the  interests  of  science 
in  the  abstract  as  against  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  general  con- 
sumer of  beer.  The  motto  of  the 
hon.  Member,  like  that  of  the  vivi- 
sectionists,  appears  to  be — Fiai  experiment 
turn  in  corpore  lili.    Nevertheless,  I  see  a 
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great  inoonsistency  between  some  of  the  barrels  are  full  in  the  morning  and  empty 
observations  that  have  fallen  from  time  to  in  the  evening,  becoming  more  and  more 
time  from  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Lon>  ,  necessary  to  use  what  are  called  preser- 
don  University  and  the  remarks  of  my  vatives  of  different  kinds, 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Brad-  ti.iii-.  rii. 
ford.     He  foreshadowed  that   this   Bill        ^  ^^^^^   m  the  beginnmg  of  the   last 

would  produce  a    more  alcoholic    kind  f^^^^^  ^^^"  *J^^y  \^^^  ^^'^  »f  ^  l""^^ 

of     beer.  Last      year      the     hon.  kept    for    a     long     time,    to    the    best 

Member      for       the      London        Uni-  ^^     "^^   .  knowledge     none     of     these 

verity   deprecated  the    pa^sa^e   of  this  Pre^^ervative   chemicals    were  employed. 

Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  would  restrain  ^"^   ^^^   ^^,*^^T   ^^^^  .^*^^f   ^^s   ^^^^ 

brewers  from  the  laudable  object  of  pro-  P?"?  heavily  hopped  m  those  days,  and 

ducing  the  gre:ttest  amount  of  alcohol.  I  thmk  it  is  that  question  which  scientific 

I  have  often  wished  to  know  the  attitude  ^"V^  ^"^^^  to  answer,  and  they  ou^ht 

of  the  temperance  partv  with  reference  to  inform  us  whether  .t  is  not  true  that 

to  thii  quesUon,  and  whether  they  con-  ^^«,  *^^P,  ^   ^'^^   ^^   ^^« .  '"^^^  ^^^tual 

sider  it  is  worse  to  pr#dace  the  maximum  ^''^  wholesome  preservatives  that  can  be 

amount  of  alcohol  in  any  given  pro^luct.  ^^V'^oyed     I   have  had  to  consider  m 

I  ceruinly  believe  that  whether  we  pro-  connection  with  this  Bill  the  meaning  of 

duce  more  alcoho'  or  h-ss  by  legislation  ^he    term    -  hop  substitute.        As    the 

of  this  kind,  our  object  ought  to  be  a  H^^««    >«    "^r^^]!   ^'^*'^'  i^^^l  ^  r 

pure  product,   and  one  which  would  be  functions  of  the  hop  is  purely  that  of  a 

wholesome  to  the  general  consumer.  preserjative.     Its  object  is  not  only  to 

_,                           ...               ,       -  impart  a  bitter  taste  to  the  product  and 

There  was  one  point  in  the  remarks  of  ^^  clarify  it,  but  it  is  also  to  preserve  it, 

the  hon.    Member  for  the  London  Uni-  ^^^  j   gj^^n    j^^^  ^o  consider  at  some 

versity  which  interested  me  very  much,  ^^^^^^  g^^gg  ^f  this  BiU,  which  will  no 

for  he  referred  to  the  necessity  for  dehn-  j^ubt  pass  this  year  as  it  did  last  year, 

ing  whether  beer  came  under   the  Sale  whether    we   should   not    hold    to   this 

of    Food   and  Drugs    Act.     Very  often  clause  prohibiting  the  use  of  any  hop 

when  we  are   striving   desperately  hard  substitutes  and  prohibiting  also  the  use  of 

for  some  particular  kind   of  legislation.  preservatives  whatsoever.      I  think 

we  find  that  it  already  exists  if  we  onlv  j              ^^h    j^    evidence    the    Central 

knew   how  to   put     the   machinery   in  chamber   of  Agriculture,  and  say  that 

moUon.    and    I   should    like    to    know  ^hey  are  strongly  in  favour  of  excluding 

from  the    Mmister   who  appears    to  be  ji  ^.^e.g  presei-vatives  of  this  particular 

representing   the    Government   on   this  i^j^j^  ^^^  ^3  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^.  ^j  ^j^^  j^^p 

occasion    something     upon     the     plain  ^  ^j^^  old-fashioned  preservative  which 

question   of   whether  Wr  is   food,  and  ^^e  general   public  wish   to  see  u.sed  I 

whether   the   prosecutions    which    have  should  like  before  sitting  down  to  quote 

taken    place    in    connection    with    the  ^^^^  evidence  which  is  in  my  possession, 
arsenic  scare,  were  not  taken  under  the 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  I  believe  Messrs.  Briant  A:  Meacham  made  ex- 
they  were.  I  do  not,  however,  think  perimerta  in  181)5  and  IHIH)  testing  the 
this  in  the  least  does  away  with  the  etiicacy  of  hops  as  preservatives.  These 
necessity  for  this  Bill,  but  I  think  it  tests  showed  that  wort  kept  in  sterilised 
would  strengthen  the  position  if  we  knew  tiasks  for  twenty-one  days  without  hops 
that  we  could  appeal  to  a  Bill  whic'.i  is  developed  acidity,  expresfccd  as  lactic 
already  in  force.  It  would  he  very  pre-  acid,  to  the  extent  of  0*414  pt-r  cent., 
sumptuous  on  my  part,  and  indee<l  for  whereas  when  new  hops  were  added  the 
most  hon.  Members  in  this  House,  to  acidity  did  not  exceed  0*090  per  cent, 
attempt  to  argue  with  scientific  experts  An  additional  quantity  of  hops  still 
in  their  criticisms  of  this  Bill,  but  I  further  reduced  the  proportion.  There- 
should  like  to  hear  from  the  hon.  Mem-  fore  we  claim  that  hops  are  all  suflScient 
ber  for  the  London  University  something  and  most  wholesome  for  the  preserva- 
upon  the  subject  of  what  are  called  pre-  tion  of  beer,  and  that  as  any  preserva- 
servatives.  I  should  like  to  know  why  tive  displaces  hops  they  should  each  and 
it  is,  when  there  b;  such  a  very  rapid  all  be  classed  as  substitutes  and  prohibited, 
•consumption   of    beer   going  on,   when  At  a  later  stage  of  the  Bill  it  may  be 
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desirable  to  emphasise  this  fact  and  in- 
clude some  of  these  preservatives  in  the 
schedule  to  be  added.  We  shall  not 
forget  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  last  spoke,  and  he 
must  forgive  me  for  attacking  him  because 
he  made  such  a  wanton  attack  upon  the 
interest  which  I  represent.  We  shall 
always  remember  the  opinion  he  has 
expressed  in  favour  of  the  free  use  of 
every  kind  of  abomination  that  can  be 
employed  as  a  substitute  for  hops,  and 
I  should  like  him  to  take  some  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  whether  hydrosulphite 
of  lime,  hydrosulphite  of  magnesia,  sul- 
phite of  calcium,  sulphite  of  soda, 
potassium  sulphite,  bisulphites  of  soda, 
and  many  other  abominations  such  as 
salicylic  acid  and  sulphurous  acid  used 
as  preservatives  in  beer,  tend  to  make 
that  article  more  wholesome. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON:  But  these 
cannot  be  considered  as  substitutes  for 
hops. 

Colonel  BROOKFIELD  :  I  am  con- 
tending that  they  are  substitutes  for 
hops  and  1  have  quoted  them  in  answer 
to  the  hon.  Member  who  dealt  with  this 
question.  I  apologise  for  having  de- 
tained the  House  so  long,  but  I  merely 
wished  to  give  my  warm  advocacy  to 
this  Bill,  and  I  express  the  hope  that  it 
will  pass  the  Second  Reading  by  a  very 
large  majority.     (2.5.) 

(2.35.)  Mr.  price  (Norfolk,  E.) :  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Aberdeenshire 
seemed  to  have  some  great  fear  that 
the  supporters  of  the  Bill  were  animated 
by  Protectionist  instincts  and  desires. 
Perhaps  he  will  be  somewhat  reassured 
that  I  myself  am  in  favour  of  this 
policy,  and  I  think  he  will  not  suspect 
me  of  being  a  Protectionist.  I  think 
he  will  also  feel  very  much  reassured 
if  he  will  study  the  Division  List  which 
somebody  has  sent  round  to  all  the 
Members  of  this  House  showing  how 
Members  voted  on  the  last  occasion 
when  the  Bill  was  before  the  House. 
He  will  not  suspect  of  any  Protectionist 
leanings  a  large  number  of  the  Gentle- 
men who  gave  their  support  to  the 
Bill  on  that  occasion — not  this  Bill  in 
its  present  form,  but  this  Bill  in  its 
essence.    I  should  like   to  refresh   the 

Colonel  Brookfield. 


memory  of  my  hon.  friend  and  his 
scientific  frienas.  He  may  have  for- 
gotten that  on  the  last  occasion  its 
supporters  were  not  by  any  means  the 
only  representatives  of  the  barley  interest 
and  of  the  country  districts,  for  every 
working  man  representative  in  the 
House  supported  the  Bill.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Battersea,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil,  whose  in- 
terests are  peculiarly  those  of  the 
working  classes,  were  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  and  therefore  I  am  entitled  to  take 
the  position  I  have  always  taken,  because 
the  measure  tries  to  carry  out  what 
the  public  asks  for.  My  own  experience 
in  regard  to  the  suDJect  of  pure  beer, 
is  that  this  proposal  is  more  heartily 
receivetl  by  those  who  are  not  farmers, 
than  by  the  farmers  who  are  in  favour 
of  it.  Perhaps  these  farmers  take  a 
purely  Protectionist  view  of  the  situa- 
tion. If  this  Bill  should  pass,  I  believe 
it  will  be  for  the  public  interest,  and  if 
it  does  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the 
barley  interest,  it  is  not  for  me  to 
complain.  I  do  not  complain,  and  I 
wish  the  farmers  all  the  prosperity  they 
can  get  out  of  it. 

I  support  the  Bill  for  the  reason 
that  1  believe  it  is  wanted  by  a 
large  majority  of  beer  consumers.  If 
that  is  so,  what  we  have  to  decide  now 
is  whether  it  is  a  fair  and  proper  thing 
to  have  a  standard  for  beer.  I  beUeve 
that  until  a  few  years  ago,  the  vast 
bulk  of  the  beer  drinking  public  ab- 
solutely believed  that  in  drinking  beer 
they  were  drinking  the  constituents  of 
barley  and  hops,  but  their  confidence 
of  late  years  has  been  rudely  shaken. 
I  have  a  recollection  that  in  my 
childhood  I  was  taught  that  the 
constituents  of  beer  were  barley,  hops, 
and  malt,  and  I  believed  it  until 
quite  a  late  period  of  my  career. 
Now  that  the  public  have  some  know- 
ledge of  tbe  state  of  affairs,  I  think 
they  are  fairly  entitled  to  demand 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  definition 
of  beer,  or  at  all  events  a  standard  of 
beer.  If  that  is  so  the  question  arises 
whether  we  in  this  Bill  have  given  a 
fair  and  reasonable  standard.  I  was  not 
concerned  in  the  preparation  of  the  Bill 
from  the  outset,  and  I  do  not  exactly 
know  what  guided  my  hon.  friends 
who  prepared  the  Bill  as  to  the  particular 
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proportion  of  glucose  matters,  or  matters    had  from  brewers  who  did  use  malt,  and 
other  than  malt  when  they   put  down    I  think  be  rather  astonished  the  House^ 
15  per  cent,  in  this  Bill,  but  when  I  saw    and  I  think  he  would    have  astonished 
the  figure  my   mind   went   back   to  a   the  scientific  Members  of  the  House  who 
remarkable  speech  we  had  five  years  ago.    were  not  then  present,  when  he  stated 
when   a   similar    Bill    was    before    the   that   in  an  American  brewery  70   per 
House,  and  when  Mr.  Osborne,  then  the    cent,  of  malt  substitues  was   used     A 
Member  for  Chelmsford,  spoke   on  the  i  friend  of  mine   the  other   day,  who  is 
subject.     It  was  an  epoch-making  speech    interested  as  a  large  shareholder  in  an 
K(»  far  as  this  controversy  is  concerned,    American  brewery,  told  me  that  he  was 
because  I  think  it  has  been  present  in    rather   disturbed   by    the  fact  that   he 
the  mind  of  every  man  who  has  drafted    got  little  or  nothing  from  that  invest- 
a   Bill   on   the  subject   ever   since.     It   ment.      I    told   him     that    there    was 
affected  the    House    very   much   at  the    wonderful   recuperative  power  in  beer,, 
^time.      Throughout  the   House  it   was   and    that    the    investment    would    get 
felt  that  a  notable  contribution  had  been    better    as    time    went     on;    but    after 
made  to   the   debate   by   a    man    who  |  these    revelations     I     am     inclined    to 
thoroughly  understood  the  subject.     He  .  withhold    my  judgment.     If   they    find 
was    a    brewer,    and    was    very   much  I  it  necessary,  in  order  to  get  a  market  at 
respected  both  professionally  and  other-   all,  to  use  such  an  enormous  amount  of 
wise.      He  gave  us  particulars  how  he    malt  substitutes,  I  think  they  must  be 
brewed  himself,  and  why  it  was  that  pure    uncommonly    near    the    end    of    their 
beer  at  that  time  would  render  it  impos-    tether.      I    hardly    believe    that    many 
sible  to  carry  on  business  on  the  present  i  American  brewers  use  such  an  amount 
lines.     He  t)ld  us  that  he  used  80  per   of  malt  substitutes  as  70  per  cent,  of  the 
cent,  of  Essex  barley,  10   per  cent,   of  {  whole  brewing  materials.    I   remember 
foreign    barley,    and    10    per  cent,   of ,  last  year  an  admirable  speech  was  made 
glucose  or  sugar,  and  from  these  he  got !  by  a  scientific  gentleman,  the  Member 
his    brew.       The    particular   barley   he   for  the    University  of  London,   and  his 
bought  was   not  of   specially   fine  and  '  speech   was    founded   on  the  fact  that 
valuable  quality.    It  was  ordinary  Essex  i  undoubtedly  malt   was    the    flavouring 
barley,   and   his  beer  I  have  no  doubt '  material,  at  all  events  of  beer,  and  that 
was  as  good  as  his  character  and  reputa-   it  did  not  very  much  matter  how  you 
tion.      At  that  time  the  whole  of  the   got    the   alcohol.      One    hon.    Member 
brewing  interest  in  this  House  applauded    seemed  to  think,    so  far   as  one  could 
his  utterances,  and  I  believe  the  trade   gather  from  his  speech,  that  he  was  in 
took  him  as  their  spokesman  on   that   favour  of  a  material  to  make  as  much 
or; Casio n.    We   have  given  an  extra   5    alcohol  as  possible,    but   he  was  quite 
per  cent,  margin,  and  I  put  it  to  my   clear  that  the  flavouring  material  could 
scientific  friends  in  this  House,  who  are   be  got  from  malt  only.    We  shall  expect 
80  anxious  that  the   claims  of   science   the  hon.    Member  on  this  occasion,  al- 
should  not  be  overlooked  and  who  say  I  though  I  see  he  signed  the  Whip  on  the 
that  science  should  assist  in  brewing  the   opposite  side,  to  tell  us  why  it  is  when 
best    possible     beer,    that    that    is   an  I  you  use  so  much  barley  it  is  necessary  to 
extremely  good  margin  to  work  u|X)n,  •  use  more  than  15  per  cent,  of  sugar.     Even 
and  if  science  cannot  do  something  to    supposing  that  1 5  per  cent,  is  putting  it  a 
improve   beer    with  that    margin  then   little  too  low,  that  is  a  point  which  the 
science  ifi  not  showing  itself  in  the  best    Committee     can    consider.       Our    only- 
way.     I   should  like  very  much   to  see   ^^^^   ^  that  there   shall  be  established 
any  brewer  get  up  and  say  that  he  used   some  reasonable  standard  in  which  the 
more  than  15  per  cent.     I  do  not  think   P^^'ic  may  feel  confidence.     To  tell  you 
there  is  any  brewer  who  would  commit  I  the  truth,  I  do  not  think  the  public  would 
himself  to  that  statement,  and  I  do  not   ^^^  confidence  in  what  I  would  call  the 
beUeve   that  any  brewer  in   the  House   unUmited  application  of  science  to  beer. 
does  use    it.  I  do  not  know  that  I  feel  very  much  con- 

The  hon.  Member  for  West  Brad-  fidetice  in  the  unlimited  application  of 
ford,  who  moved  the  Amendment,  science  to  wine.  I  noticed  last  night  that 
referred  to  certain  communications  he   the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seemed 
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to  think  that  British  wines  were  almost  I  officers  of  Inland  Revenue.  The  nght 
indistinguishable,  so  far  as  flavour  went,  |  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
from  foreign  wines.  |  Tewkesbury  Division,  in  his  very  able 

speech,  quoted  an  authority  whose  view 

♦The    chancellor    of   the    EX-   wis  that  these  duties  would  be   very 

'CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol,    light  and  almost  nominal,  and  a  very 

W  ^  •  When  properly  managed.  ,  small  addition  to  the  present  duties  of 

I  the     officers     of     Inland     Revenue.     I 
Mr. PRICE:  That  may  mean  properly  '  would  put  it  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
managed  witLien^  f^n- ,  Exchequer  that,  ^^^^n   if  the^^^ 

Tess  that  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  I  serious  addition  to  the  duties  of  these 
oTdining  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  officers,  it  would  be  worth  it,  in  orderto 
or  with  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Univer- ,  have  a  standard  ol  punty  for  beer  The 
sity  of  London,  but  I  do  not  know  but  public  are  distinctly  in  favour  of  it.  1 
that  I  would  rather  have  a  dry  dinner  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible  to 
than  one  with  scientific  wines.  I  confess  |  attend  any  public  meeting  composed 
it  does  not  till  me  with  any  trust  in  their  chiefly  of  the  working  classes  without 
taste,  either  in  beer  or  wine,  to  think  that  finding  that  they  were  m  favour  of  a 
scientific  interference  may  form  such  a ,  proper  standard  of  beer.  It  is  the 
very  important  feature  of  it.  I  quite  |  favourite  and  usual  drink  of  the 
admit    and  I  think   we  all   admit,   that    working  classes.     They  like  to  have   it 


probably  the  production  of  beer  has  been 
very  much  improved  by  chemical  dis- 
covery.    To  enable  chemical  discoveries 


good ;  and  if  it  is  good,  there  is  no  par- 
ticular reason  why  they  should  not 
drink  reasonable  quantities  of  it.     It  is 


to  be  made,  and  to  allow  them  a  margin  I  jn  the  hope  that  we  have  at  last  dis- 


to  still  further  improve  the  brew  of  beer, 
we  leave  them  15  per  cent. ;  but  if  the 
Committee  thinks  at  a  subsequent  stage 
of  the  Bill  that  it  should  be  20  per 
cent ,  that  could  be  made  the  margin. 

I  believe  that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
have  houestly  tried  to  meet  the  objections 
made  against  it  from  time  to  time.  I 
think    we    need    not   imagine   that   tho 


covered  a  reasonable  solution  of  the 
difficulty  that  I  earnestly  commend 
this  Bill  to  the  favourable  judgment  of 
the  House. 

*(2.53.)  Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN 
(Kent,  Tunbridge) :  Whatever  may  be 
the    particular    paerits  of    this  Bill,  thr 


thmk    ^«    XrirnThTa.untrv  are   supporters    of    it   may.   at    aU  events, 
g'"?*^ .  ""L  ^yi?.  'u  t'^^^^V  *"  i  congratulate  themselves  on  the  extreme 


going  to  be  ruined  if  so  large  a  per 
centage  of  added  material  is  allowed, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  the  brewers 
going    to     be      ruined.        I     do 


are 


not  think  there  is  a  single   brewer  in 
this  House— and  there  are  several  of  the 


congratulate  themselves  on  the  extreme 
weakness  of  the  opposition.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  to  show  that  the  demand 
which  hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  are  making  is  an  unfair 
demand,  or   that  it  is  less  on  the  part 


iT»^r„r,;:  wilU«  up  .nl »;  ,  ■><  .he   public   u«w  .h.„    U  w„  .h^. 
.lu..  they  u»  mpr.  .h.„  ir,  p..  e.ut.  of   my  hou  ineud  «    t  b^"il.t  ">  h"  BJ 


substitutes;  and  that   being  so,    where 

.doe.'  the  objection  to  the  Bill  come  inl 

With  reference  to  the  machinery  of  the 


ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  to  grapple  with  the  Bill 
as  put  before  the  House  on  the  present 


BarardThrLVc^i^TwHoh  VV^  The  hon.   Member  for  W^ 

S  •  Tscovered  whether  or  not  its  Bradford,  who  l^gan  the  oPP08.t.on  to 
pJovisLons  have  been  infringed,  there  is  I  the  B.U,  appeared  to  me  Jo  take  the 
Endoubtedlv  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  ,  weakest  possible  hne.  He  told  us  that 
convictions'  in  cases  of  the  kind.  The '  so  far  as  questions  of  pubhc  health 
hon  Member  who  moved  the  Second  went  there  wa*  "^  n^,  J"/  t^"'  ^'" 
Sing  said  very  truly  that  we  would  ,  at  all ;  and  he  fortified  that  view  by 
ha^  to  rely  more  on  the  good  faith  of  I  quoting  from  the  evidence  given 
he  bre^ei  than  on  the  detective  ■  before  the  ^Beer  Matenals  CommRUe. 
quantities  of  the  officers  of  the  Inland  i  and  also  the  Report  of  that  Com- 
quauiiuiai  w  _r_.;j   ♦!,„♦    niitfcs       Tn    his    evidence    before   that 


Revenue.  I  am.  however,  afraid  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  may 
object  to  new  duties  being  put  on  the 

Mr.  Price. 


mittee.  In  his  evidence  before  that 
Committee,  Mr.  Salamon  said  that 
there    were    no  deleterious  ingredients 
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used  in  the  manufacture  of  beer,  but 
only  two  years  later  the  arsenical 
IK)i8oniiig  occurred.  In  the  Report  of  that 
Committee  it  was  stated  that  the  Com- 
mittee believed  that  in  the  manufacture 
of  glucose  all  impurities  were  eliminated, 
and  yet  it  was  glucose  which  caused  all 
the  deaths  which  occurred  two  years  ago. 
It  might  have  been  accidental,  but 
certainly  the  impurities  were  not  elimin- 
ated, and  that  shows  that  something  is 
wanted  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health. 
The  hon.  Member  proceeded  to  use  once 
more  the  old  argument  that  if  this  Bill 
were  passed,  less  English  barley  would  be 
used.  The  hon.  Member  must  evidently 
have  been  considering  the  Bill  of  last 
year,  not  the  present  Bill ;  because  the 
point  that  if  no  saccharine  matter  other  than 
mait  is  to  be  used  foreign  barley  would  take 
its  place  has  been  fully  and  fairly  met  in 
this  Bill,  as  the  promoters  provide  that  1 5 
per  cent,  of  saccharine  matter  may  be  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  beer.  Then  my 
hon.  friend  proceeded  to  give  examples, 
and  I  think  he  was  rather  unfortunate 
in  referring  to  Munich  beer.  Munich  is 
in  Bavaria,  and  in  Bavaria  the  most 
stringent  rules  are  in  existence  against 
the  use  of  substitutes.  At  Neuberg,  in 
Bavaria,  on  May  26th,  1885,  twelve 
brewers  were  sent  to  prison  for  twenty- 
one  days  for  using  hop  substitutes. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  Bill  which  would 
send  my  hon.  friend  to  prison  for  using 
hop  substitutes;  but,  as  he  referred  to 
Bavaria  in  opposition  to  the  Bill,  I  think 
I  may  also  refer  to  it  as  a  very  strong 
reason  in  support  of  the  measure. 
Bavarian  beer  is  so  good  that  that  in  itself 
is  a  very  good  reason  why  we  should 
pass  some  regulations  prohibiting  the  use 
of  substitutes.  Then  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Aberdeenshire  also  made  a 
speech  against  last  year's  Bill. 

Dr.    FARQUHARSOX:    I    was    not 
present  in  the  House  last  year. 

♦Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN:  The 
hon.  Member  told  us  that  he  voted 
against  the  Bill. 

Dr.    FARQUHARSON:     That    is  a 
mistake. 

♦Me.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN :  The 
hon.  Member  told  us  that  he  would 
have    voted   for  the  Bill    of    last   year 
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had  he  been  present,  but  that  he  ob- 
jects to  this  Bill.  Vet  the  one  thing 
he  objects  to  in  this  Bill  is  a  clause 
which  was  also  in  lost  yearns  Bill,  and  it 
is  on  this  particular  clause,  with  reference 
to  hop  substitutes,  that  I  wish  to  speak 
at  the  present  moment.  I  do  not  profess 
myself  to  have  any  detailed  knowledge  of 
brewing ;  but,  after  all,  this  is  not  entirely 
a  brewers'  question.  It  is  a  question  for 
the  general  public.  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  able  to  state  in  any  full  sense  the 
views  of  the  barley  growers,  but  I  know 
a  little  about  the  hop  question  and  the 
use  of  substitutes.  It  is  objected  to 
this  clause  that  it  is  unnecessary,  because 
it  is  said  that  hop  substitutes  are  not 
used.  I  say  in  reply  that  we  know  in 
Kent  that  they  are  used,  although  perhaps 
not  to  any  great  extent  just  now.  If  they 
are  not  used,  how  comes  it  that  adver- 
tisements constantly  appear  in  brewers* 
papers  offering  them  ?  I  have  two 
examples  from  the  Brewers^  Journal.  One 
is — 

"  The  hop  HUpplement  called  H.S  To  .nave 
one-third  of  the  hops,  and  »upplement  them 
with  valuable  keeping  properties.  The  H.S. 
produce8  a  mo8t  delicate  flavour  in  the  fineHt 
pale  Hied.  By  post,  packet  equivnlent  to  four 
pounds  of  ilie  l»est  h'»p8.  Is.  Private  te^ti- 
nionials  from  hiv^h-class  brewers  who  have 
used  it  successfully  for  17  years." 

Here  is  another  advertisement  from 
Burton — 

"  A  hop  composition  which  gives  a  fine  Kent 
aroraa.     rrice  on  application. 

People  do  not  advertise  articles  in  papers 
like  the  Brewers  Journal  unless  they  are 
used,  and  my  answer  is  that  these 
advertisements  are  pretty  good  evidence 
that  hop  substitutes  are  used.  Before 
the  Beer  Materials  Committee,  on  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Bradford 
relied  to  such  an  extent,  very  important 
evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  Read,  who,  I 
am  sure,  will  be  recognised  as  a  great 
authority  on  these  questions.    He  said — 

"  It  appears  clear  that  there  is  no  efficient 
suhstitute  for  hops  any  more  than  tliere  is  for 
barley, and  although  the  quantity  of  sul>t»titutea 
used  may  at  present  he  comparatively  small 
owing  to  the  low  price  of  hope,  they  would  no 
doubt  be  again  largely  reverted  to  if  the  price 
of  hops  materially  appreciated.'* 

The  price  of  hops  is  at  present  so  very 
low  that  it  does  not  pay  to  use  hop 
substitutes,  or  at  all  events  it  only  paya 
to  use  them  in  very  small  quantities,  but 
directly  the  price  of  hops  went  up  these 
substitutes  would  be  used  to  a  very  large 
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extent,  with  the  most  deleterious  eflfect  on 
the  public  and  to  the  great  disadvantage 
of  the  hop  growers.  Hops  are  a  very 
variable  crop.  The  price  varies  more 
than  in  any  other  kind  of  produce.  It 
may  vary  from  £2  per  cwt.  to  £15  or 
£16  per  cwt.  Year  after  year  the  price 
of  hops  may  be  very  low,  and  hop 
growers  may  sell  at  a  loss ;  but  they  look 
forward  to  a  year  when  the  price  goes  up, 
and  then  they  take  their  profit.  They 
must  take  their  profit  on  an  average  of 
years ;  but  if  hop  substitutes  are  brought 
into  use  in  the  year  when  prices  are  high, 
the  hop  growers  will  be  deprived  of  their 
profit.  My  predecessor  in  the  represen- 
tation of  Tunbridge  gave  some  very 
significant  figures  on  this  point.  In  1882, 
which  was  known  as  the  year  of  the  hop 
famine,  the  price  of  hops  was  very  high, 
and  the  hop  substitutes  which  were 
generally  used  rose  in  price  in  an  extra- 
ordinary way.  In  August  of  that  year 
Colombo  root  rose  from  22s.  to  95s. ; 
camomile  from  40s.  to  120s. ;  quassia 
from  £5  to  £40 ;  guinea  grain  from  32s. 
to  60s. ;  and  cherita  from  3d.  to  3s. 
That  shows  that  in  that  particular  year, 
when  the  price  of  hops  was  exceedingly 
high,  these  substitutes  were  in  great 
demand,  and  the  price  went  up.  I  con- 
tend, therefore,  that  hop  substitutes  are 
used,  and  I  contend  also  that  it  is  very 
unfair  on  the  public  that  they  should  be 
used.  The  danger  of  impurity  in  the 
brewing  of  beers  depends  most  of  all  on 
the  extensive  use  of  a  great  number  of 
ingredients.  If  the  ingredients  are  few, 
the  impurities  are  all  well  known  and  can 
be  guarded  against ;  but  if  we  are  to 
allow  the  use  of  almost  any  chemical 
substance  in  order  to  supplement  the  use 
of  hops,  we  not  only  run  the  risk  of  using 
deleterious  substances  but  of  substances 
which,  though  not  deleterious  in  them- 
selves, are  capable  of  rendering  other 
ingredients  injurious.  Therefore,  at  all 
events,  we  ought  to  pass  this  clause, 
which  prohibits  the  use  of  all  hop 
substitutes.  We  recognise  the  difficulty 
of  dealing  only  with  a  branch  of  the 
subject,  and  we  feel,  therefore,  that  it  is 
a  wiser  policy  to  support  a  Pure  Beer 
Bill  as  a  whole.  It  is  because  I  wish  to 
see  all  hop  substitutes  put  an  end  to,  and 
that  the  public  demand  for  a  standard  of 
beer  should  be  granted,  that  I  hope  this 
Bill  will  receive  Second  Heading. 
Mr,  Griffith  Boscawen. 


*(3.4»)     Sir    EDWARD    SASSOON 
(Hy the) :    My  hon.  friend  who  has  just  sat 
down  seemed  to  confine  his  observations 
to  the  exposure  of  the  alleged  frequency 
of  substitutes   for   Kentish  hops,   but  I 
take  it  that  the  object  of  this  measure  is 
rather  to  discourage  the  use  of  sugar  and 
other  substances  m  the  manufacture  of 
beer.     Therefore,  I  think  my  hon.  friend 
does  not  take  a  general  and  comprehen- 
sive  view    of    this    Bill.     Personally,   I 
would   rather  associate   myself   with  the 
very  excellent  speech  of  my  hon.  friend 
the    Member    for    West    Bradford    and 
follow      him      in       condemning       both 
the    principle    and     the    provisions     of 
the    Bill    now    before    the    House.       I 
think  the  task  of  the  opponents  of  the 
Bill  was  very  much  facilitated,  if  I  may 
say  so  without  disrespect,  by  the  somewhat 
fiimsy  and  unsubstantial  case  made  for  it 
This  Bill,  or  a  singularly  cognate  B 11,  was 
debated    very    fully    last    year,    but    I 
wholly  fail  to  observe  any  violent  mani- 
festation or   desire  on  the  part  of  con- 
sumers    of     beer     in      this     countrv 
for      that     compound      of      ambrosial 
nectar  with  which  he  wishes  to   regale 
them  with.     Last  year  the  title  of   the 
Bill    contained     the     attractive     word 
**  pure,"      which     might     have      been 
expected  to  attract   many  votaries,  but 
it  has   been   eUminated    from  the   title 
of  this  Bill.     What  is  the  object  of  the 
Bill   we   are    considering  1    It    seeks  to 
enact      certain      stringent      restrictive 
measures  as  against  the  present  method 
of   manufacturing  beer,  and  it  proceeds 
to  provide  that   not  more  than   15  per 
cent,  of  saccharine  and  similar  substances 
may  be  used  in  the   mash    tun.     I    fail 
to   observe  the  magic  of    15  per  cent 
There  is    no    doubt    that   the    motive 
power   of   this  Bill,  as   well  as  the  Bill 
of    last  year,  was  the  arsenical  scare  at 
Manchester  ;  but  if  saccharine  substances 
are  all  deleterious,  if    they  are   poison- 
ous, and  if  they  contain  toxic   elements 
of  a   murderous   character,    not  alone 
should   15    per    cent,    not   be  allowed, 
but  even  their  use  to  the  extent  of  one 
per  cent    ought   to  be  prohibited.     As 
an   abstract  proposition,  the    desire    to 
safeguard  the  consumer  of  beer  is  very 
pretty;    but    I    put    it  to  the   House 
whether   this    attempt   to    harass    and 
interfere  with  the  freedom  of  trade  is 
at  all  likely  to  be  of  any  real  or  tangible 
good   to   the  consumer.     I  have  yet  to 
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learn   that    beer    brewed    from    barley    *^eat  knowledge  and  authority,  declared 


malt  and  hops  is  better  or  purer  than 
beer  brewed  from  sugar  and  other 
saccharine    substances,   since    they  are 


that  not  only  would  the  use  of  British  barley 
for  the  manufacture  of  beer  be  considerably 
curtailed,  but  also  that  heavy  loss  would 


chemically  indistinguishable.     There  is    l>e  inflicted  on  the  Exchequer,  while  it 
no  doubt  that  the  public  demand  now-    would   confer  no  safeguard  on  the  con- 


adays  is  for  some  light  beer  which 
will  drop  bright  quickly,  and  surely 
the   promoters   of   this  Bill   know  that 


suming  public.  I  venture  to  think  that 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Preston    conveyed    neither    illumination 


it  is  only  possible  to  produce  such  a  I  ^^^  conviction  to  those  who  had 
beer  by  using  a  certain  quantity  of  I  ^  ^P^^  ^"^  unprejudiced  mind  on 
sugar.  I  am  credibly  informed  that '  ^^®  matter,  and  also  that  the  time 
95  per  cent,  of  the  brewers  of  this  ^J,^^^  ^o\}sq  might  be  more  favour- 
country  use  a  certain  proportion  of  <  *1*'^  occupied  even  on  a  Wednesday 
sugar,  and  it  is  certain  that  sugar  is  ?^i^"*^!!  ^^*"  ^"  discussing  a  Bill  which 
not  used  for  the  sake  of  economy,  j  I  I  hope  the  House  will  reject  by  such  an 
am  perfectly  able  to  prove-indei,  ^  '  overwhelming  majonty  as  wdl  give  it  its 
is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge-  quietus  for  many  years  to  come, 
that  sugar  is  dearer  than  barley  malt  ^^^^^  ^^^  GEORGE  AVHITELEY 
and  hons.  It  is  used  because  it  is  (yUshire,  W.R.,  Pudsey) :  The  Bill 
al)solutefy  indispensable  to  obtain  a  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  discussing  is 
particular  brew  to  smt  the  taste  and  :  u„questional)ly  a  better  Bill  than 
req  uirements  of  the  public.  ^hat    of    last   year,   and    I    think    that 

The  hon.  Memberfor  Preston  used  what  ■  ^^at  in  itself  will  be  some  justification  for 
he  doubtless  considered  a  clinching  argu-    the  House    not   adopting   this    measure 
ment    when    he  said  that    one   of   the  |  and   passing   it  into   law.      In  all   pro- 
avowed    objects    of    the    BUI     was    to    babihty,  if  the  House  rejects  this  Bill,  the 
stimulate  and  encourage  the  growth   of    promoters  will  come  to  Parliament  next 
EngUsh   barley.     My   right  hon.   friend    year   with   a    better    Bill    still.      I    am 
the    Member   for  the  Sleaford  Division    anxious  not  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this 
has    also    used    that   argument.      If    I    occ<usion.     It  seems  to  mo  that  the  Bill  is 
thought  it  were  at  all  Ukely  that  that    founded   on   what  I   may  describe   as   a 
excellent  object  would  be  brought  about ,  fallacy     and     a     misconception.       The 
by    the   passage  of   this    Bill,  I  should    promoters  are,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  of 
not    hesitate   to   vote   for   it.     But  will    opinion   that   beer   brewed   from   Imrley 
it  ]     I   maintain  that  that  object  would    malt  and  hops  is  the  very  best  possible 
be  defeated  if  this  Bill  is  passed,  because    liquor   that   can    be    consumed    by   the 
it    would    mean  a  very  large  reduction    British     public.       I     entirely     dissent, 
in    the   consumption   of   British    barley    What  is  generally  consumed  in  the  North 
in  th^ manufacture  of  beer,  for  the  reason    of   England   is  what   is  called  mild  ale. 
that  sugar  and  hop  substitutes  are  now    Bitter  beer  is  not  consumed  by  the  work- 
used  by  brewers  in  order  to  counteract    ing  classes  to  any  extent  in  Lancashire 
and  neutralize  and  reduce  the  very  heavy    and  Yorkshire,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
albuminous  properties  unfortunately   in-    beer  brewed  from  malt  and   hops  alone 
m^pjirable   from  lower  grades  of   British    would  be  greatly  inferior  to  beer  brewed 
liarley.     Therefore  the  inevitable  conse-    with  an   adefjuate   projKjrtion   of   sugar, 
quence  of  the  passage  of  this  Bill  would    An  addition  of  25  per  cent,  of  good  sugar 
be  that  it  would  not  only  lessen  the  con-    makes  the  best  possible  beer  that  can  be 
sumption   of   British   barley,    but  would    brewed  for  the  people  of  this  country.     I 
very  largely  stimulate  and  open  a  fresh    agree  with  ray  hon.  friend  who  has  just 
field  for  foreign  barley.     I  had  the  ad  van-    spoken  that  sugar  is  not  used  for  the  sake 
tage  of  consulting   one   of   the   greatest  '  of  cheapness,  but  because  it  produces  a 
maltsters   in   Kent,  and  he   assured  me    better  liquor.    Hon.  Members  are  entirely 
that   the    inevitable  effect   of   this    Bill  ,  wrong  in  thinking  that   the  nearer  the 
would  be  to  destroy  the  use  of  British    standpoint  of  having  nothing  but  barley 
barley  in  the  manufacture  of  beer.     He,    malt  and  hops  is  approached,  the  better  the 
being  a  brewer  as   well  as  a  maltster,    l)eer.  The  beer  brewed  from  sugar  cannot  be 
was  able  to  take  a  comprehensive  view    detected  by  analysis.     It  is  absolutely  the 
^f  both  standpoints,  anci  speaking  with  |  same  article,  when  placed  before  the  public, 
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as  beer  brewed  from  barley  malt  and 
hops,  the  only  difference  being  that  it  is 
more  palatable  and  a  better  liquor.  What 
hon.  Members  are  endeavouring  to  do  is 
to  oblige  brewers  to  place  before  the 
public  an  inferior  article ;  and  they  are 
doing  that  in  order  to  increase  the  demand 
for  a  certain  commodity  which  many  of 
them  provide,  and  which  they  think  ought 
to  be  more  largely  consumed.  I  maintain 
that  is  not  a  fair  thing  to  do,  and  that  it 
is  not  a  straightforward  way  of  dealing 
with  this  matter.  It  practically  amounts 
to  Protection.  If  hon.  Members  can 
prove  that  beer  brewed  from  barley 
malt  and  hops  is  the  best,  then  all  our 
arguments  go  by  the  board ;  but  if  it  can 
be  shown  that  beer  brewed  with  an 
admixture  of  sugar  is  a  better  liquor, 
then  there  is  nothing  in  this  Bill.  I 
would  further  wish  to  point  out  that  if 
this  Bill  is  passed  into  law  it  will  dis- 
organise the  arrangements  of  every 
brewery  in  the  three  Kingdoms.  The 
brewers  will  have  to  increase  their  plant 
very  largely,  because  everyone  knows 
that  beer  brewed  from  sugar  fines  much 
more  rapidly  than  other  beer,  and,  there- 
fore, the  brewer  need  not  keep  a  very 
large  stock.  I  venture  to  suggest  to  hon. 
Members  whose  names  are  on  the  back  of 
this  Bill  that  they  are  altogether  wrong 
in  their  way  of  dealing  with  this  matter. 
I  agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet  that  if  a 
man  wants  beer  composed  of  malt  and 
hops  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  go  into 
any  public  house  in  the  country  and 
demand  it.  I  suggested  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  last  year  that  he  was  creating  a 
statutory  liquor.  There  is  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  distinctly  understood 
that  if  a  man  desires  malt  beer  alone  he 
should  be  able  to  obtain  it,  and  that  every 
publican  should  be  compelled  to  keep  it ; 
and  if  the  hon.  Baronet  would  only  in- 
troduce such  a  measure,  I  would  most 
heartily  support  him.  Protection  is  at 
the  bottom  of  this  Bill,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  reject  it  by  a  large  majority, 
which  will  probably  have  the  effect  of  a 
much  better  Bill  being  introduced  next 
year. 

*(3.20.)  Mr.  PURVIS  (Peterborough)  : 
As  I  was  responsible  for  the  Bill  of  last  year, 
the  House  may  notconsider  it  unfitting  that 
I  should  say  a  few  words  on  the  present 
proposal.  This  Bill  is  the  same,  and 
not  the  ^ame,  as  the  Bill  of  last  year. 

Mr,  George  Whiteley. 


Last  year's  Bill  said  that  what  was  made 
from  barley  should  be  called  beer;  this 
Bill  says  that  what  is  called  beer  shall 
be  made  from  barley,  a  grain  which  is  the 
main  constituent  of  beer  in  substance  as  it  is 
wholly  in  name.  Indeed,  barley  is  still  called 
beer  in  the  Northern  part  of  this  island. 
This  perfectly  simple  proposal  is  founded 
on  the  common  sense  truth  that  the 
best  way  to  seem  to  be  a  thing  is  to  be 
that  thing  in  reality.  But  this  Bill  is 
alleged  to  be  guilty,  among  other  enor- 
mities, of  interfering  with  the  free  mash 
tun,  as  if  to  do  so,  were,  so  to  speak,  to 
lay  sacrilegious  hands  on  the  very  Ark 
of  the  Covenant.  By  the  Act  of  1880,  by 
which  the  malt  tax  was  converted  into 
the  beer  duty,  the  tax  was  removed  to  a 
later  stage  in  the  process  of  brewing, 
thereby  giving  the  brewer  a  wider  choice 
of  substances  for  his  purpose  as  regards 
his  duty  to  the  revenue,  but  not  a  wider 
choice  of  conduct  as  regards  his  duty  to 
his  customer.  For  aught  I  know 
that  Act  might  give  him  the  right  to 
brew  from  shirt  collars  and  sawdust, 
but  not  the  right  to  say  expressly  or 
impliedly  that  the  product  was  brewed 
from  barley.  Moreover,  if  the  Act  of 
1880  gave  such  a  right  it  was  not 
sacred.  If  the  public  benefit  requires 
that  the  Act  of  1880  should  be  altered 
or  abolished  then  this  ought  to  be  done. 
Beer  is  brought  into  existence  for 
the  sake  of  the  public,  and  the  pubhc 
h  18  not  been  brought  into  existence  for 
the  sake  of  beer.  These  Beer  Bills  are 
always  charged  with  obstructing  the 
march  of  science.  But,  Sir,  we  are  not 
hampering  the  march  of  science,  but  the 
abuse  of  science.  Her  votaries  in  trade 
must  not  seek  their  reward  in  a  wrf^  not 
yet  recognised  in  the  British  commercial 
code  of  morality  by  selling  an  imitation 
under  the  cloak  of  an  idea  that  it  is  the 
genuine  article  when,  in  point  of  fact,  it  is 
not  the  genuine  article.  It  is  idle  to  say 
one  is  as  good  as  the  other,  the  buyer 
has  a  right  to  have  what  he  asks  for 
and  what  he  pays  for.  The  high  priests 
of  science  the  chemists  say  that  malt 
beer  and  substitute  beer  are  indis- 
tinguishable. That  is  one  of  those  half- 
truths  which  are  far  more  deceptive  than 
complete  untruths.  Indistinguishable 
may  be  true  of  certain  properties  which 
the  two  kinds  of  beer  possess  in  com- 
mon with  each  other  and  various  other 
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things,  but  it  is  not  true  with  regard  names  are  on  the  back  of  this  measure 
to  certain  peculiar  properties  which  may  well  breathe  the  aspiration  of  the 
differentiate    substitute  beer    from  the   Psalmist   - 

rest  of  beers.  It  is  true  they  are  the  '*  Let  the  righteous  chasten  me  friendly  and 
same  as  far  as  concerns  star  'h,  sugar,  reprove  me,  but  let  not  their  precioas  balms 
And  alcohol,  but  it  is  untrue  as  regards    ^''''^^  ""^  *^^*^" 

the  peculiarities  of  barley  malt  made  And  last  but  not  least,  in  my  opinion, 
antecedently  in  nature's  laboratory  after  much  study  of  the  subject,  I  think 
which  give  it  valuable,  nutritious  it  will  be  no  small  advantage  to  the 
Ahdstrengthening  properties,  distinguish-  brewer  himself.  The  liking  for  English 
ing  barley  malt  from  chemical  imita-  beer  will  revive  when  public  confidence 
tions.        '  in  the  composition  of  English   l)eer  has 

been  restored.  With  all  due  respect 
Then  the  Bill  is  charged  with  infringing  for  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Bradford,  I 
the  doctrine  of  Free  Trade.  It  would  be  in-  think  the  brewer  will  be  less  worried 
teresting  to  know  how  many  fallacies  have  about  Excise  requiremente  and  will  be 
masqueraded  under  the  garb  of  that  much  less  wearied  with  making  declarations 
misunderstood  and  much  behed  theory,  about  cunningly  devised  out  perfidious 
The  touchstone  and  test  of  Free  Trade  is  and  even  fatal  materials.  He  will 
the  interest  of  the  consumer  and  not  the  •  not  be  continually  distracting  his  mind 
interest  of  the  producer  as  such.  The  from  legitimate  brewing  and  devot- 
oonsumer  must  have  the  last  word  in  <  ing  his  attention  to  puzzling  substitutes, 
every  article  and  the  casting  vote  in  '  but  like  the  successful  Bavarian  brewer 
every  decision.  That  is  the  cardinal  he  will  be  occupied  with  the  study  of 
principle  upon  which  the  present  Bill  genuine  improvement  in  the  preparation 
turns.  It  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  '  o^  malt,  the  boiling  process  and  fermenta- 
consumer,  for  even  as  regards  the  lighter  ^i^n,  and  his  reward  will  be  as  great  as 
beers  it  has  been  admitted  today  that  i  ^^at  of  his  successful  competitor,  the 
there  is  a  growing  opinion  that  none  are  Bavarian  brewer.  I  hope  that  the  House 
equal  to  those  Bavarian  beers  which  j  "^'^^  V^^  ^^®  Second  Readmg  of  this  Bill 
ar«  made  exclusively  from  malt  and  ^^^^^  even  a  inore  trmmphant  majonty 
hops,  and  which  it  is  a  criminal  Act  not  |  ^^^n  that  which  crowned  our  efforts  upon 
to  make  exclusively  from  malt  and  hops.  *  ^'^^  occasion  last  year. 
English  beer  of  the  same  kind  will  always 

be  cheaper  and  will  gain  greater  popu-  *(3.35.)  Mr.  MOULTON  (Cornwall, 
lanty  than  imported  beer.  This  Bill  I^uncestou)  :  The  carefullv  prepared 
will  also  be  a  benefit  to  agriculturists,  speech  of  the  last  speaker  would  have 
I  never  could  quite  make  out  why  some  been  one  of  the  most  comic  speeches  which 
agnculturists  have  doubted  this  statement.  .  j  have  ever  heard  in  this  House  if  I  had 
I  remember  the  criticisms  poured  upon  i  not  felt  that  it  had  been  made  upon  a 
my  Bill  last  year,  and  the  vaticinations  ]  question  of  stopping  that  a^lvance  of  indus- 
which  have  been  repeated  this  afternoon  trial  science  of  which  England  above  all 
al)out  the  threatened  inroad  of  French  ,  other  nations  sought  to  be  proud.  On  such 
barley,  as  if  a  good  sample  of  English  a  subject  I  am  surprised  that  a  speech  of 
barley  would  not  be  able  to  hold  its  own  this  sort  should  be  delivered  })v  a  Mem- 
in    the   English   market.     I   cannot    but    bep  of  this  House. 

suspect   that   since   farmers   made    their  i      rrn.       •  .•  ^    ^\.      -       l  ^^^' 

«,«.«:  4.  1       •         4.*.-        4.U  1      f        1  here  IS  no  question  as  to  the  aim  ot  this 

gieat  mistake   in  getting  the  repeal   of    on      t^    •     *  j  •    •     i   ^u 

fu^  «.«u  ^  11       u  1-  4^      *.  k       Bill.     It   18  to  render  criminal  the  pro- 

tne  malt  tax,  reasonable  self-distrust  has  ,         uut     u     u.ui        _x-i 

;«  «^,«     .  1       1       J  •  «.  1,1      cesses  bv  which  I  should  think  certainlv 

m  some  cases  developed  into unreanonable  ,         .v-  j         i         v  vi  l  ir     r  i.v* 

r  ,^    r  .,    .      _      ,  '^j  one-third,  and  probablv  one-half  of  the 

tear  of  their  own  shadows.  ,  '       j  *  •     t.^     i     j    •  r 

beer  now  made  in  England  is  manufac* 

As   regards    the   friendly   critics   who  |  tured.     There  was  one  admission  which 


fancy   that    this    Bill   does    not  go   far 


the  last  speaker  made  which  1  hoi)e  the 


enough  in  the  wav  of  protecting  English  House  will  bear  in  mind,  and  that  is  that 
1,^1.          "         ^         ,^        ?        '  upon  this  question  the  last  word  is  with 

barley,    their    ariniments,    drawn     from  ^u  rrx^  u 

•''     ,  .  ^  ,1,      11       ,  ^he  consumer.      The  consumer  has  pro- 

mterested  premises,  are  double-edged  and  nounced  on  these  new  l>eers  versus  the  old 

likely   to   alienate,  not  conciliate,  pu))lic  Infers,  and  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  what 

support  of  this  Bill.     Each  of  us  whose  his  verdict  has   been     I    want    just   for 
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a  few  minutes  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  what  the  real  question  is.  I  want 
to  show  how  this  measure  affects  the  con- 
sumer and  how  it  affects  the  producer, 
because  in  my  conversations  on  the 
subject  I  have  found  a  great  earnestness 
and  a  great  desire  to  go  right  on  this 
question,  but  I  have  also  found  the  pro- 
foundest  ignorance  as  to  what  the 
question  at  issue  was*  That  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at.  This  is  an  instance  of 
what  those  hon.  Members  who  take  an 
interest  in  industrial  advance  will  find 
occuring  again  and  again.  When  an 
industrial  art  passes  to  a  science,  when 
peeple  develop  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  is 
out  of  sight  of  the  old-fashioned  tentative 
methods  that  knew  not  the  reason  why 
they  did  a  thing,  then  the  further  it 
advances  and  the  further  it  gets  away 
from  the  common  notions  of  the  art  the 
more  open  the  people  who  cultivate  it  are 
to  attacks  by  the  interested  based  upon 
some  misrepresentation  of  what  they  are 
doing.  They  are  open  to  these  attacks  in 
a  greater  degree  because  the  audience  ap- 
pealed to  must  necessarily  be  ignorant  of 
the  special  work  which  has  taken  this 
industrial  science  out  of  the  sight  of  the 
common  people.  The  assailants  with  the 
exercise  of  a  little  skill  can  always  mis- 
represent' an  advance,  and  as  it  were, 
rouse  prejudice  against  it,  and  they  can 
do  this  with  safety,  simply  because  the 
people  to  whom  they  speak,  having  their 
own  business  to  see  to,  cannot  keep  them- 
selves abreast  of  that  special  knowledge 
which  alone  can  appreciate  the  advance 
which  has  been  made. 

Take  the  case  of  the  Bessemer  process. 
That  process  has  added  countless  wealth 
to  England  by  making  it  possible  to  get 
the  best  iron  from  our  native  iron  ore 
deposits.  Supposing  a  man  argued  today 
that  because  our  forefathers  were  in  the 
habit  of  taking  a  good  iron  ore  and 
never  meddled  with  an  ore  containing 
phosphorus  in  onier  to  make  good  iron 
that  we  should  always  do  the  same. 
The  merit  of  the  Bessemer  process  is 
that  it  makes  good  iron  out  of  bad  ore, 
and  just  in  the  same  way  in  every  one 
of  our  industrial  pursuits  the  more  we 
advance  the  more  we  are  able  to  turn  to 
good  account  that  which  the  comparative 
ignoranceof  our  forefathers  failed  to  utilise. 
Therefore  you  will  often  find  attacks  made 
on  those  industries  which  have  made  the 
most  advance  simply  because  the  people 

J/r.  MouUmi, 


cannot  understand  the  advances  which 
have  been  made,  because  they  have  gone 
beyond  them.  No  better  case  can  be 
given  than  this  case  of  brewing.     I  do  not 

Eretend  to  be  a  practical  brewer,  but  I  da 
now  that  scientists  have  now  turned 
brewing  from  a  rule  of  thumb  trade  into 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  processes  in 
industrial  science.  The  various  steps  by 
which  this  has  been  done  are,  of  course^ 
known  only  to  brewing  specialists,  but  it 
happens  that  I  have  some  knowledge  of 
them  because  almost  every  one  of  them 
has  come  under  my  notice,  for  I  have 
had  to  master  them  all  in  connection 
with  some  invention  or  other.  I  want 
to  give  to  this  House  some  idea  how, 
chiefly  through  the  work  of  English- 
men, this  science  has  grown,  and  I 
want  to  point  out  how  these  things 
which  have  been  spoken  of  as  a  kind  of 
crude  adulteration,  which  spoil  the  per- 
fection of  our  forefathers'  beer  are  all 
of  them  advances  made  for  the  sake  of 
purity,  cheapness,  efficiency  and  quick- 
ness in  the  production  of  beer. 

The  critical  moment  in  the  history  of 
beer  was  when  lager  beer  first  began  to- 
be  largely  imported  into  England.  Up 
to  that  time  you  had  only  the  old 
English  beer.  The  great  bulk  of  the  old 
English  beer  would  not  be  drunk  now-a- 
days.  It  was  strong  in  alcohol,  and  so 
heavily  narcotized  with  hops  that  it  was 
well  known  to  the  medical  men  that  the 
symptoms  of  drunkenness  partook  more 
of  the  character  of  narcotic  poisoning 
than  of  alcoholic  stimulation.  It  was 
thick  and  more  or  less  acid.  When  the 
lager  beer  came  it  was  found  to  be  light 
and  lightly  hopped,  not  narcotized.  It 
was  much  appreciated  by  the  English 
people,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  a  large  portion  of  the  brewing 
trade  would  have  passed  into  German 
hands,  but  for  the  labour  of  those  Eng- 
lish investigators  who  had  mastered  the 
chemistry  of  this  delicate  process  of 
fermentation,  and  thus  had  placed  in  the 
hands  of  English  brewers  the  weapons 
by  which  we  could  drive  the  foreigners 
out  by  beating  them  in  the  beer  we  our- 
selves produced.  What  was  the  nature 
of  those  investigations  ?  Consider  for  a 
moment  what  is  the  nature  of  investi- 
gations in  industrial  science.  You  per- 
form an  operation  which  produces  a 
certain    effect.      You   investigate  it,   in 
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order  to  find  out  how  it  came  to  produce 
that    effect.       The     investigator     thus 
finds   out   the    cause,    and    as   soon    as 
he  has  isolated  the  cause   that  gives  him 
some  freedom.     He   now   knows  that  if 
he     keeps    that    cause    unchanged    he 
will   get   the    same   result,    in    spite  of 
his  changing  the   other  circumstances. 
In   that    way   he   gets  more  and  more 
freedom  from  old  restrictions  ;  he  gradu- 
ally gets  more  and    more  command   of 
his    material  until   he    can    work    with 
certainty     where     beft>re     he      worked 
merely     tentatively.      1     will     take     a 
single       instance       one       that      shows 
powerfully      the     mischievous      nature 
of  this  Bill,  and  the  absurdity  of  the  ex- 
cuses for  it  to  which  we  have  just  listened. 
It   was   found   out  ag**s  ago  that  malt 
would  make  beer,    because  the  starch  in  i 
malt   put    into    water    would  turn  into 
sugar.      But  it  required  somebody    to 
find  the  cause.     Then  it  was  found  that 
in  sprouting  a  little  ferment  was  gener- 
ated tiiat  turned  the  starch  into  sugar. 
The    purpose  of    this   is   evident.     The 
starch  is  the  food  of   the  young  plant, 
and  can  only  be  absorbed  when  soluble 
as  sugar.     Then  they  began  to  find  out 
how    much     of     this      ferment    there 
was      in     the     malt,     and      to     their  j 
surprise  they   found  that  the   amount  j 
of  ferment  was  far  more  than  enough  to 
turn  the  starch  of   that  grain  of  malt 
into  sugar.     Naturally,  when  we  think 
of    it,    it  must    be    so,    because    in    a 
downpour    of  rain,   and  in  exposure  to  . 
the  weather,  much  must  be  lost  in  the 
plant,  and  there  must  be  a  large  surplus 
provided    by  nature.    It  then  occurred 
to  them — the  sole  object  of  malting  being  I 
to   get   this    ferment    which    turns  the 
starch     into      sugar — **  If       we      have 
more      ferment    than     we    want,   why 
should    we    malt      so     much  1 "     That 
idea     has    been    followed    and    worked 
out,      and     now       we        know      that 
you  need    malt  only  half  your  barley, 
that  with  the  proper  appliances  and  the 
proper  processes,   the  proper  manipula- , 
tion,  that  is  to  say,  of  temperatures,  you  ; 
may   use    half    your    barley   un malted,  ] 
because  the  malted  part  is  quite  sufficient  | 
to  take  double  its  bulk  and  turn  it  into  ; 
the  sugar  from  which  you   make  beer. 
Is  not  that  a  very  beautiful  idea  ]    But ' 
it  is  made  criminal  by  this  Bill  to  use 
that  idea. 


Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT  (Warwickshire, 
Rugby) :  No. 

♦Mr.  MOULTON:  I  thought  1 
should  hear  that  from  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Rugby  Division,  whose  position  on 
the  back  of  this  Bill  has  been  a  standing 
wonder  to  me  since  the  Bill  was  printed. 
If  he  will  look  at  the  Bill,  he  will  find 
that  only  15  per  cent,  of  the  sugar- 
forming  materials  may  be  unmalted 
barley,  but  I  say  you  can  do  it  up 
to  50  per  cent.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  this  Bill  forces  you  to  use  malted 
barley  when  you  can  use  it  as  well  as 
unmalted.  Why  ?  To  keep  the  maltster 
going,  I  suppose.  That  is  to  say,  scien- 
tific discovery  is  not  to  be  allowed  to 
have  its  natural  reward  in  this  direction  ; 
and,  although  that  malting  is  absolute 
waste,  although  it  produces  no  effect, 
because  you  can  get  exactly  the  same 
sugar  from  exactly  the  same  starch  by 
exactly  the  same  ferment  as  by  malting, 
yet  by  this  Bill  you  are  to  be  made  a 
criminal  and  fined  £500  if  you  dare  to 
dispense  with  it. 

Mr.     CORRIE    GRANT  :      Not    a 
criminal. 

*Mr.  MOULTON  :  Not  a  criminal  ? 
I  do  not  know  what  my  learned 
friend  thinks,  but  a  person  who  dis- 
obeys the  law  of  his  country  and  is 
fined  £500  is  a  very  good  pocket  edition  of 
a  criminal,  I  think.  I  have  given  Ihis  illus 
tration  l)ecau8e  in  the  speeches  to  which 
we  have  listened,  these  malt  substitutes, 
as  they  are  termed,  have  l)een  treated  as 
though  they  were  unwholesome  matters 
which  wicked  adulterators  had  l>een 
putting  in  the  place  of  this  l>eautiful 
product  of  nature  -malt.  But  in 
this  case  the  substitute  is  a  pure 
natural  product.  Art  has  haci  a 
little  to  do  with  making  malt,  but  art  has 
nothing  to  do  with  making  barley  meal, 
and  vet  it  is  to  be  criminal  to  use  barley 
meal  when  you  can  do  so.  I  chose  that 
instance  because  I  desired  to  show  how 
this  Bill,  which  practically  says  to  the 
industrial  science  of  brewing,  "  You  shall 
stand  still,''  is  l)ased  on  complete  ignor- 
ance of  the  facts  of  the  case.  Do  you 
think  that  many  of  the  Members  whose 
names  are  on  the  l)ack  of  the  Bill  would 
have  said,  "  I  am  going  to  force  a  man  to 
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use  malted  barley,  although  it  is  exactly 
the  same  whether  he  uses  it  malted  or  un- 
malted  1 "  They  are  men  of  such  intelligence 
and  position  that  I  am  perfectly  certain 
they  would  not  lend  their  hand  to  such  a 
proposal.  But  that  is  what  I  say — this 
science  has  grown  out  of  common  know- 
ledge, and  they  do  not  know  enough  of 
this  special  science.  It  is  not  their 
business  to  know  it.  A  man  who  per- 
petually runs  after  every  science  and  tries 
to  master  it  will  be  a  jack  of  all  trades 
and  master  of  none.  It  is  no  reproach  to 
a  man  that  he  does  not  understand  the 
science  of  fermentation ;  but  it  is  a 
reproach  to  him  if,  not  knowing  the 
subject,  he  attempts  to  restrict  the  free 
action  of  those  who  have  to  carry  on 
industrial  pursuits. 

But    I    pass    from    that    to    another 
development  of  the  science  of  fermenta- 
tion which  has  led  to  this  modern  beer.  It 
was  not  so  much  the  use  of  unmalted 
grain   which  saved   England  from   the 
intrusion  of    foreign  beer ;   it    was  the 
use  of  what  are  known  as  brewing  sugars. 
The  greater  part  of  English  barley  is 
unsuited  for  our  light  beers,  and  for  a 
very  simple  reason.     Barley  is  composed 
very  largely  of   starch,   which  becomes 
the  sugar  out  of  which  you  make  your 
alcohol,  but  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
nitrogenous— call  it  albuminous — matter 
besides,  and,  according  as  you  grow  it 
in  the  fierce  heat  of  a  more  tropical  sun  or 
in  a  damper  climate,  the  proportions  of 
the     two     elements    are    altered.    The 
greater  part  of  the  English  barley  is  so 
heavy    in    its    albuminous  portions    as 
compared  with  its  starch  that  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly   difficult    to     get     from     it 
beer   of    anything     like     the     quality 
which   is  now   insisted    on.      I     know 
there     are     a     great     many     brewers 
who  use  only  malt  and  hops.     How  do 
they  do   it  ?    They    buy   not   only   the 
very  best  English  barley  and  hops,  but 
they  buy  also  very  largely  foreign  barley 
to    enable    them    to    accomplish    their 
object.      When    the    struggle     between 
German   and  English   beer  came,  there 
were    two    courses    open.     The    public 
would  have  the  light  beer.     One  course 
was    to    abandon    the    heavy    English 
barleys,  and  to  brew  from  light  foreign 
barley.    The    other  was   to   strengthen 
the  English   barleys  in  that  portion  in 
which    they    were  weak — that    is,   the 

Mr   Moultoti, 


starch  or  sufi^ar-forming  portion.  Now 
it  fortunately  happened  that  b^ore 
this  time  it  had  been  discovered  that 
it  was  not  only  by  malting  that 
starch  could  be  turned  into  sugar,  but 
that  it  could  also  be  done  by  an  acid 
which  could  be  removed,  and  that  the 
sugars  into  which  the  starch  was  turned 
by  the  acid  were  exactlv  the  same  as 
were  made  by  the  little  ferment  in  malt. 
Thence  came  the  way  of  rescuing  English 
barleys  without  going  to  the  foreign 
barleys,  and  it  was  this :  they  took  the 
starch  from  the  grain,  and,  by  means  of 
the  acid,  turned  it  into  these  sugars,  and 
these,  when  added  to  the  English  malt, 
restored  the  proportions  necessary  for 
the  light  beers.  ^ 

What  is  the  consequence  of  that  1 J  It 
is    that,    without    having    to    apply  to 
foreign  malt,  English  malt  has  always 
found  a  good  market,   and  is   brewed 
into   the    clear    light    beer    of     today 
by    the    use    of    these     things     which 
are     stigmatised      as     substitutes,    but 
which  really    are    sugars,     made     from 
the  same  source  as  the  sugar  in  malt, 
but  made  in  a  laboratory  instead  of  by 
fermentation.    The  real  enemy  of  English 
malt  is  foreign  malt,  and  the  real  friend 
of  English  malt  was  that  sugar  which  en* 
abled   you  to  put  English  malt  in  the 
same   position     as     its     more     starchy 
rival,  and   rendered   it   fitted    for  that 
kind   of  beer    which     is     preferred   by 
the    people,    and    from    which    1    hope 
you  will  not   be  able   to   drive   them. 
These  things  are  stigmatised  as  substi- 
tutes.   The   hon.    Member  who   moved 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  said  that 
it  was  of  great  national  importance  that 
beer  should  be  brewed  from  whoh^some 
materials.    I  should  like  to  know  where, 
in  wholesomeness,  there  is  any  difference 
between  these  sugars  and  the  sugars  in 
malt.      They  are  chemically    id<*nticaL 
They  are  both  produced  from  starch,  one 
by   one  method,  the  other   by  another, 
neither  method  leaving  any  trace  in  the 
starch,  except  its  conversion  into  sugar, 
and,    if    you      choose    to     arrange     it 
properly,    neither  leaving  any   trace  in 
the   sugar.     In  what  sense,  then,  ought 
you  to  stigmatise  these   as  substitutes  7 
They   are   substitutes  just  in  the  same 
way  as  mutton  is  a  substitute  for  beef ; 
that  is,  you  do  not  have  them  both  for 
the  same  dinner,  and  the  one  makes  tbe 
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other  unnecessary.    But   in  wholesome- '  when  you  come  to  the  sugars,  you  can 

ness,  in  the  way  in  which  they  brew  a  pure  analyse    them,    and     so    apportion    the 

and   good    beer,    there    is    nothing    to  amount  of  the  one  and  the  amount  of  the 

choose  between  them,  except  this :  that  other  as  to  regulate  the   time   at  which 

where  you  bring  in  the  sugar  that  you  the  beer  will  be  in  condition.     They  are 

get  from  starch  you  do  not  increase  your  a^^    ocjually    wholesome  ;     they    are    all 

trouble    ^ith   the    albuminous   matter;  equally  nutritious  if  you  take  them  as 

whereas,    when   you   are   dealing    with  «ugars ;  but,  by  reason  of   the  fact  that 

malt,  you  cannot  get  the  sugar  without  some  outrun  others  in  the  speed  of  fer- 

the  concomitant  of  albuminous  matter,  men^tion,  you  are  able  to  graduate  that 

A  certain  amount  of    that  albuminous  ?peed  so  as  to  get  a  beer  which  shall  be 

matter  is  good,  or  at  all  events,  it  gives  "J  condition  at  the  time  it  is  to  be  used, 

a  flavour,  that  is  appreciated,  and  that  These  are  refinements  which  nolm^^^ 

amount  must  always  be  there;  but  why    ^''^"^^  ^^  ^"J^^^^^^  ^^^f"''        ^^™^"^- 
.^,11,  •^1    ,  /    .  *'     tion   had  made  these  mivances,  and  now 

It  should  be  more  wholesome  to  m  crease    ^^.^^^^  ^^   ^^^   ^^  ^^^  ^^, 

the  amount  of  the  substance  that  you  do    ^^        J    quickness,  and  better  quality, 
your  best  to  get  rid  of,  I  do  not  see  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^1  accompanies 

The  case,  therefore,  stands  thus,  ^j^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^i^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^j„^ 
No  step  here  has  been  a  step  m  adul-  ^hev  have  become  musicians  who  can 
teration.  It  has  been  a  true  scientific  pj^^'  ^^  ^Yih  kevs  of  the  mstniment  and 
Mep,  based  on  understanding  what  you  ppj^iuce  the  result  thev  want.  Do  vou 
are  doing,  seeing  how  you  can  do  it  j^^^  ^^  tell  me  that  it^is  a  good  deed  to 
better,  more  quickly,  and  sometimes  more  I  gend  us  back  from  this  state  into  the 
cheaply.  With  regard  to  cheapness,  1 ,  ignorance  of  the  past,  or  that  any  people 
am  not,  as  I  have  said  before,  a  prac-  \  here  are  in  a  position  to  say,  "  You  have 
tical  brewer,  but  I  know  something  of  i  got  on  so  far ;  you  have  saved  us  from 
the  chemistry  of  brewing,  and  I  can  German  beer  coming  in ;  you  have  given 
assure  hon.  Members  that  there  are  us  a  beer  of  which  the  whole  nation 
hundreds  of  brewers  using  sugar  at  this  approves,  but  you  shall  stop  now.  You 
present  moment,  when  it  would  be  shall  not  go  on  adding  to  your  triumphs  ; 
cheaper  for  them  to  use  malt.  I  will .  you  shall  not  even  use  freely  those 
tell  you  why  they  do  it.  First  of  all,  triumphs  you  have  already  achieved  ? " 
because  it  gives  so  much  greater  Will  anyone  here  say  that  we  in  this 
accuracy  to  their  brewing.  Perhaps  the  House  are  in  a  position  to  state  in  regard 
House  will  follow  me  Tor  a  moment,  to  one,  I  am  sorry  to  fay,  of  the 
while  I  explain  this  point,  though  biggest  industries  of  England  that  it  is 
it  is  somewhat  difficult.  In  these  not  in  any  way  to  grow  1  Why,  it  brings 
sugars,  both  in  the  sugar  of  malt  to  one  s  mind  those  two  lines  of  Shake- 
and  in  the  sugars  obtained  otherwise,  i  peare  where  he  refers  to  Umits  sought 
there  are  more  than  one  sugar,  so  closely  to  be  imposed  even  in  his  day — 
allied  as  to  be  difficult  to  separate,  but  j^^^  ^^  ,„^,,^  ton-me-tiea  by  authority, 
still  not  quite  identical,  differing  mainly         And  folly,  doctor-like,  conti oiling  skill. 


•jpreciated  that   vou  have  not  only  -^  ,  .       - .       , ,.  .        ,       i  •     ^ 

think  of  the  fermentation  by  which  the  °^any  things  m  addition  but  1  just  want 
alcohol  in  the  first  instance  is  made,  but  to  appeal  to  hon.  Members  to  consider 
you  want  voiu-  l>eer  to  be  in  condition  two  things.  Ihe  first  thing  1  want  to 
at  the  time  it  is  drunk ;  you  want  the  put  to  them  is  this.  Just  consider  the 
carlwnic  acid  to  be  there  to  make  it  fresh,  injury  you  are  doing  to  the  development 
foaming,  and  attractive.  For  that  pur-  of  England  if  you  put  forward  that  it  is 
pose  you  must  have  a  certain  amount  of  the  function  of  Parliament  to  step  in  and 
sugars  which  more  8lowly  ferment.  You  stop  the  development  of  an  industry, 
do  not  want  them  to  ferment  and  have  Why!  half  the  people  whose  names  are 
done  with  it ;  you  want  the  fermentation  ,  on  the  back  of  this  Bill  go  about  preach- 
to  go  on,  so  that  right  to  the  end  the  |  ing  that  larger  sums  ought  to  be  given 
l>eer  will  l>e  fresh  and  sparkling.     Now,  i  to  secondary  education,  and  that  we  are 
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being  passed  by  other  nations  because    affecting  an  immense  industry !     If  that 
we  are  not  ready  to  take  up  the  new    is  not  irresponsible  legislation,  I  cannot 


inventions  of  science  and  put  them  into 
practice.  But  here  they  come  and  ask 
you  to  say,  when  an   industry  has  gone 


think  what  it  is.  Suppose  that  the 
Government  had  intended  to  legislate 
on    this    subject :  it  must    have  begun 


on  successfully,  that  there  is  to  be  no  |  years  before.  It  must  have  ascertained 
further  advance  in  the  future.  You  |  V  inquiry  all  the  facts  bearing  on  the 
must  not  even  use  what  you  have  been  proposal  before  introducing  such  drastic 
using.  When  a  manufacturer  is  con- !  legislation.  It  would  have  had  to  find 
sidering  whether  he  shall  take  up  a  new  ^^^  whether  there  was  a  considerable 
process  and  instal  new  plant,  the  ques- '  ^^^  ^^  W^^^^  opinion  supporting  it 
tion  comes  before  him  as  to  whether  he  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^ed  to  interfere  in  this  wav 
will  be  harried  in  so  doing.  If  this  Bill  I  ^3^*^  ^  gj;^^  mdustry.  I  cannot  think 
were  passed,  you  would  double  the  trouble  I  ?}  ^  parallel  case  m  which  a  Government 
which  inventor  find  in  getting  manu-  b^^dared  to  do  such  athmg;  but  here, 
facturers  to  take  up  their  inventions,  f  ^^  wT""  !l  ^"f/^  casua  occupation 
You  would  put  in  the  way  of  inventors,  ff  ^  Wednesday  afternoon  after  learning 
on  whom  the  prosperity  of  this  country  !  ^^\^^^^^^  ^^  ^he  proposa  two  or  three 
so  largely  depends,  1  most  ^^..^.^^^^^ygoy^l^^^jf^^^^ 
stumbHng*^  blocC  if  it  is  always  to  be  I  unutteraole  absurdity  of  interfering  m 
thrown  in  their  teeth  that  the  proposed  ^^'^  ^^3^  '^^^^  *  ^^^^  industry, 
advance   will    be  adjudicated    upon    by  ' 

those   who   have   no   knowledge  of    the        *(4.8.)     Sir  CUTHBERT   QUILTER 
subject.  '  (Suffolk,  Sudbury) :  I  do  not  think  that 

And  now  for  my  last  point.  In  the '^*^>^^^,^^House  will  envy  mem  ha vi^ 
debates  on  Procedure  th^e  have  been  ^  ^^P'j  )^  ^Y  ^P^^^ />^  *h%^«^JP* 
references  to  the  way  in  which  private  ,  !f  "^f^  Gentleman.  I  have  hstened  to 
MembersMegislation  has  fallen  into  desue-  '^  ^'^*^  admu-ation,  and  can  weU 
tude,  and  all  sorts  of  reasons  have  been  ,  appreciate  the  wisdom  of  the  brewers  m 
given.  May  I  suggest  that  one  reason  ,  selecting  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
for  the  falling  away  of  private  Members'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  advocate  to  get  them 
debates  is  the  irresponsibility  of  the  I  ^^\  ^^  ^^®  extremely  difficult  position  m 
proposals.  There  have  been  four  attempts  which  they  were  placed  by  the  use  of 
from  the  same  quarter  to  pass  a  Beer  \  ^substitutes  at  Manchester. 
Bill,  and  they  are  all  framed  on  different 

lines.  The  first  two  aimed  at  monopo-  *Mr.  !  MOULTON  :  I  beg  the  hon. 
lizing  the  name  *^beer"  for  the  product  Member's  pardon.  I  was  not  selected 
of  malt  and  hops  alone.  Last  year's  ,  as  their  advocate  at  all.  I  was  Chair- 
Bill  abandoned  this  idea  and  allowed  ,  ^an  of  a  Commission  consisting  of 
brewers  to  use  what  they  liked,  provided  •  gome  of  the  best  scientific  men,  and  I 
they  said  what  they  were  doing.  This  thought  it  a  very  great  honour  so 
year  s  Bill  prevented  them  from  usingwhat  1  ^^  \^ 
they  liked,  but  they  need  not  say  anything 

about  it.  The  present  Bill  was  printed,  1  ^^  ^^^r^^^^^^r^  ^tttt  r«r^T>  ^  , 
think,  the  day  before  the  Easter  holidays,  *SiR  CUTHBERT  QUILTER :  I  beg 
and  it  came  as  a  perfect  surprise,  because  ^y  ^^^'  ^^^end  s  pardon  if  I  have  made  a 
everyone  who  had  spoken  in  favour  of  mistake.  I  fancy  that  I  read  m  the  papers 
the  previous  Bill  pointed  out,  as  a  great  '  thatthe  Commission  was  addressed  by  the 
merit,  that  it  left  people  perfectly  free,  ^^^'  ^^^  learned  Gentleman,  and  that 
and  that  it  would  not  interfere  with  the  ^i"^  remarks  made  a  great  impression.  I 
freedom  of  trade  at  all.  But  just  before  want  the  practical  men  of  the  House  to 
the  Easter  holidays  out  came  this  Bill,  come  down  from  the  heights  of  Olympu* 
which  says,  "  Oh  I  you  are  not,  under  the  to  solid  ground,  and  ask  themselves  the 
penalties  of  this  Bill,  to  do  so-and-so.''  i  simple  question,  whether  they  would  do 
Just  think  of  asking  the  House  of ,  to  others  as  they  would  like  to  be  done 
Commons  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  kind  ,  by  in  this  matter.  All  the  speeches  I 
without  one  word  of  external  evidence  have  heard  against  the  Bill,  except  the 
or  inquiry  !  A  non-techmcal  body  hke  last,  reminded  me  of  those  I  have  heard 
this  House  is  asked  to  pass  a  measure  ;  over  and  over  again.    They  all  had  the 

Mr,  Mmilfon. 
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ring,  and  evidently  were  inspired 
the  same  source ;  and  if  the  actors 
e  different,  there  is  the  same  machinery 
^hind  the  stage.  The  best  performer 
LS  been  kept  to  the  last.  I  admit  that 
te  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
ctde  a  great  sensation,  but  the  House 
Commons  fortunately  is  not  one  of  those 
.£Lces  which  will  allow  itself  to  be  carried 
wsiy,  even  by  the  greatest  eloquence, 
lien  it  emanates  from  a  Gentle- 
tan  who  is  known  to  have  been 
3cently,  whether  professionally  or  not, 
ery  much  identified  with  the  makers 
nd  users  of  substitutes.  I  would  say  to 
he  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  would 
•e  quite  prepared  to  go  down  to 
jaunceston  with  him,  andon  a  public  plat- 
>rin  there  ask  his  constituents  whether, 
irhen  they  go  into  a  public-house  and 
sk  for  a  glass  of  beer,  they  want  to 
tnow  that  they  will  get  what  they 
sk    for. 

Now,   I  would  ask  the  hon.   Gentle- 
nan       this  —  if      the      argument       in 
avour  of  beer  made  with  substitutes  is 
iound,   why   do    the  large   majority   of 
jrewers  not  use  any  substitutes  at  all  ? 
[s  that  majority  so  ignorant  that  they 
lecline   to    avail    themselves    of    these 
wronderful      substitutes?        The      hon. 
Member  has  made  fun  of  the  Pure  Beer 
Bill,    but    he    could    not    impugn   the 
honesty  of  the  intentions  of  those  who 
are  responsible  for  it.     Of  course,  I  and 
the    other    promoters  may    be    stupid. 
We  feel  that  we  are.    We  represent  agri- 
cultural constituencies,  it  is  true ;  but  we  I 
are  elected  by  people  because  we  know  , 
i^omething  about  the  interests  of  these  i 
people.   The  hon.  Member  held  us  up  not  | 
only  as  ignorant,  but  as  people  who  had 
taken  no  pains  to  inform  ourselves.      To  ' 
that  I  would  say  that  for  sixteen  years  I  and 
my  friends  have  been  honestly  endeavour- 1 
ing  to  settle  this  matter.     In  the  course 
of   the   controversy  we   have   been   con- 
tradicted in  a  quotation  from  Herodotus 
l)y  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West   Monmouthshire,  whom   I   am 
sorry  not  to  see  present,  and  the  remarks 
I  had  prepared  concerning  him  I  will  be 
obliged  to  forego.     I  have  been  to  Egypt 
to  see  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
or  myself  was  right,  and  I  found  from  an 
examination  of  various  inscriptions  that 
it  has  been  conclusively  established  that 
beer  was  made  from  barley,  not  merely 
2,000  but   nearly    5,000   years   ago.      I 


believe  it  was  Herodotus  whose  veracity 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  exception 
to,  and  whom  he  called  by  a  name  which 
certainly,  if  used  in  regard  to  an  hon. 
Member,  would  have  caused  the  inter- 
vention of  Mr.  Speaker.  J  have  with  me 
here  a  certain  nmmber  of  inscriptions,- 
which  go  to  prove  that  beer  was  made 
from  barley  not  only  2,000  years  ago,  but 
nearly  5,000  years  ago.  Of  course,  I 
know  that  scientific  hon.  Members  will 
say  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove 
the  exact  constituents  of  beer  at  that 
time,  but,  after  all,  there  were  great 
scientific  authorities  in  those  days.  There 
is  nothing  new  under  the  sun,  and  we 
must  call  in  the  old  world  to  redress  the 
balance  of  the  new.  It  is  quite  clear  that 
beer  has  been  made  from  barley  for  many 
thousand  years,  but  it  is  equally  clear 
that  if  we  go  on  as  we  are  going,  beer 
will  not  be  made  from  barley  much 
longer. 

I  should  like  to  quote  some  figures 
to  show  the  increased  use  of  substitutes 
in  brewing.  In  1856  the  quantity  of 
sugar  and  other  substitutes  used  was 
1,790,000  lbs.,  in  1876  it  was  98,144,000 
lbs.,and  in  1901  it  was  475,617,000  lbs.  To 
put  the  matter  in  another  way,  the  percent- 
age of  substitutes  to  barley  malt  has  in- 
creased in  the  case  of  Scotch  brewers  from 
3*36  per  cent,  in  1886  to  20  per  cent,  in 
1900 — very  clever  people  the  Scotch — 
in  the  case  of  English  brewers  from 
11  per  cent,  in  1886  to  35  per  cent, 
in  1900;  whereas  in  the  case  of  Irish 
brewers  the  percentage  in  the  same 
period  fell  from  2.49  per  oent.  to  1.8 
per  cent.  That  is  a  great  honour  to 
Ireland,  and  in  that  respect,  at  all 
events,  Ireland  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  Yet  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  money  made  out  of  brew- 
ing even  in  Ireland.  Ireland  may  be 
backward  and  ill-informed,  but  yet,  as 
regards  the  purity  of  its  beer,  it  is 
far  ahead  of  either  England  or  Scotland. 
The  difficulty  of  putting  the  Bill  into 
operation  has  been  very  much  exag- 
gerated. We  are  advised — and  we  have 
taken  the  best  possible  advice  in  the 
matter — ^that  an  Excise  officer  would  even 
now  be  able  to  determine,  within  very 
narrow  limits,  whether  more  than  15 
per  cent,  of  materials  other  than 
barley    malt    and    hops     were     being 

used.     At  any  rate,  the   test  would  be 

sufficient  to  give   an   indication   as   to 
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whether  the  prescribed  percentage  of 
barley  was  being  used.  It  is  said  that, 
if  the  Bill  were  passed,  it  would  impose 
an  additional  duty  on  Excise  officers.  I 
do  not  believe  that  they  would  shrink 
from  it  in  the  public  interest,  but  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  since  Mr. 
Gladstone  brought  about  his  change, 
the  number  of  brewers  has  fallen 
to  less  than  one  third  and,  therefore, 
the  task  of  inspection  would  not  be 
nearly  so  great  as  it  would  have  been  in 
Mr.  Gladstone's  time.  « -^g^ 

^  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  as  to 
the  character  of  the  opposition.  We  all 
recollect  that  during  the  last  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years  Beer  Bills  and  Pure  Beer 
Bills  have  been  introduced  on  every 
possible  occasion.  As  regards  many  of 
these  Bills,  we  had  to  meet  with  very 
formidable  opposition.  There  was  Mr, 
Cosmo  Bonsor,  the  Member  for  Wimble- 
don, a  very  bad  man  to  have  opposed  to 
one ;  there  was  Mr.  Samuel  Whi thread, 
Mr.  Money  Wigram,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Greene.  There  were  giants  in  those  days ; 
but  whom  have  we  to  meet  now  ?  We 
have  to  meet  Gentlemen  inspired  by  the 
manufacturers  of  substitutes,  and  by  the 
brewers  who  use  these  substitutes. 
I  should  like  the  brewers  themselves  to 
stand  up  in  this  House  and  give  us 
an  opportunity  of  answering  their  argu* 
ments.  In  the  old  days,  the  right  hon- 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth was  their  doughty  champion ; 
but,  as  he  is  not  present  today,  I  will 
postpone  my  remarks  with  reference  to 
him. 

It  is  impossible  in  the  limits  of 
a  Wednesday  afternoon  debate  to  do 
justice  to  all  the  details  of  tins  complex 
question.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Launceston  said  that  the  components 
of  beer  cannot  be  ascertained  by  analysis. 
A  Uttle  reflection  will  enable  us  to 
analyse  the  speech  of  the  hoa  and 
learned  Member,  and  when  we  have 
analysed  it  we  will  find  that  it  is  a  most 
eloquent  defence  of  the  advance  of  science 
as  a  whole,  and  an  extremely  valuable 
help  to  the  interests  with  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  is  connected. 

♦  Mr.  MOULTON  :  Is  it  right,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  suggest  that  I  am  connected 
with  interests  with  which  I  have 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  i     I  speak   my 

Sir  Cuthbert  QuiUer, 


opinions  in  this  House  from  a  very 
deep  feeling  on  the  subject  of  industrial 
art,  and  I  have  got  no  interest  what- 
ever, either  directly  or  indirectly,  with 
the  brewing  trade.  I  should  act  in 
precisely  the  same  way  if  the  tanning 
trade  or  any  other  industry  were  attacked 
in  this  House. 

*SiR  CUTHBERT  QUU.TER  :  1 
am  very  sorry  to  have  imputed  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  any 
connection  with  the  brewing  trade ; 
but  I  should  like  to  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  if  it  is  not  a  fact 
that  he  did  appear  at  Manchester  on 
behalf  of  the  brewers  and  the  substitute 
makers.  However,  I  will  not  pursue  the 
matter  further.  All  I  would  urge  on 
the  House  is  to  look  behind  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  and  see 
if  it  really  attacks  the  principle  which 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill  have  in  view, 
namely,  the  establishment  of  a  standard 
for  beer  in  order  that  the  national  drink 
should  have  some  considerable  percentage 
of  what  Englishmen  believe  it  to  be 
brewed  from.  In  altering  the  Bill,  we 
have  no  doubt  laid  ourselves  open  to  the 
charge  of  inconsistency,  but  ire  have 
altered  it  with  an  honest  desire  to  meet 
the  advance  of  science,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  opinion  expressed  by  brewing 
scientists  in  this  House  that  a  limited 
quantity  of  other  substances  is  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  brewing  good  beer 
from  certain  classes  of  barley. 

*(4.32.)  Sir  MICHAEL  FOSTER 
(London  University)  :  My  name  has 
been  referred  to  in  this  debate,  and 
I  rise  under  a  certain  sense  of  diffi- 
culty. In  the  first  place,  it  would  give 
me  very  great  pleasure  if  I  had  been 
able  to  support,  or  at  all  events  not  to 
oppose,  a  Bill  supported  by  my  hon. 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down  ;  and 
secondly,  I  feel  that  I  bear  the 
badge  of  science.  I  gather  that 
science  in  this  debate  has  been  somewhat 
under  suspicion.  I  have  heard  allusions 
which  came  very  near  references  to 
sleight  of  hand ;  and,  at  all  events,  there 
is,  I  think,  a  feeUng,  bursting  on  ex- 
pression, that  science  is  not  practical.  1 
venture  to  trust  that  the  little  I  have  to 
say  on  this  matter  will  have  a  practical 
bearing,   and  I  may  certainly  say  that 
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anything  I  have  to  oflfer  will  not  be  in 
the  interest  of  mere  science,  but  in  the 
interest  both  of  the  consumer  and  the 
maker — in  the  interest,  in  fact,  of  all.  1 
venture  to  think  that  the  hon.  Member 
has  no  right  to  speak  of  this  Bill  as 
affording  a  standard  for  beer.  It  affords 
a  standard  for  the  materials  of  beer,  but 
does  not  afford  a  standard  for  beer  itself, 
and  as  such  a  required  standard,  I 
venture  to  think  that  it  falls  short, 
because  with  the  same  materials,  but 
with  various  treatment,  you  may  make 
on  the  one  hand  good  beer,  and  on  the 
other  hand  bad  beer.  What  we  have  to 
ask  is  whether  the  process  which  this 
Bill  strives  to  stop  has  resulted  in  the 
production  of  bad  beer.  I  venture  to 
say  it  has  not,  and  that  the  beer  which 
is  produced  by  the  methods  against 
which  this  measure  is  directed  is  good 
beer,  and  is  not  only  indistinguishable 
from  beer  made  from  barlev  malt 
only,  but  might  be,  and  often  is, 
better. 

We  have  to  deal  in  this  matter 
mainly  with  the  so-called  light  beer — 
the  mild,  light,  bright  beer  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Launceston 
states  has  come  so  much  into  use. 
In  brewing  you  have  to  deal  in  the  malt 
with  two  things,  the  nitrogenous  portion 
of  the  malt  and  the  starchy  portion ;  and 
the  essence  of  successful  brewing  con- 
sists in  maintaining  a  balance  and  due 
proportion  between  these  two  great 
constituents.  That  is  so,  not  only 
because,  as  has  been  roughly  stated,  the 
nitrogenous  matters  give  the  flavouring 
and  the  starch  gives  the  alcohol,  but 
because  in  this  excessively  complex 
process  by  which  the  malt  is  converted 
into  beer  the  steps  of  the  process  depend 
on  this  relation,  and  if  you  have  not  a 
proper  quantity  of  nitrogenous  sub- 
stances in  relation  to  starchy  substances, 
you  get  a  variety  of  secondarv  products, 
which  make  the  beer  bad.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  in  ordinary  English-grown 
barley  the  relation  of  the  nitrogenous 
substances  to  the  starchy  substances  is 
not  the  proper  relation  that  makes  really 
good  light  ale.  That  is  the  fundamental 
fact  of  the  whole  business.  In  this 
English-grown  barley  the  relation  of  the 
nitrogenous  substances  to  the  starchy 
substances  is  such  that  you  cannot  make 
beer  out  of  it  without  adding  something 


'  to  it.  You  cannot  use  it  alone  in  order 
to  produce  the  Ught  bright  beer  that 
is  in  demand.  Now,  there  is  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  foreign  barley  which 
differs  in  constitution  in  many  ways 
from  our  English  barley  ;  it  contains 
more  starch.  You  can  use  this  to 
supply  the  lack  of  starch  in 
English  barley.  If  you  do  not, 
you  must  use  sugar  or  saccharine 
material.  That  is  the  whole  business. 
In  order  to  properly  utilise  common- 
place English  barley,  you  must  treat  it 
in  some  way  in  order  to  add  to  it  in* 
creased  saccharine  yielding  materials. 
You  must  add  more  than  15  per 
cent.  That  is  the  evidence  of  the 
most^  skilful  brewers,  and  therefore, 
if  this  Bill  becomes  law,  it  will  prevent 
the  manufacture  of  good  light  beer 
from  English  barley,  unless  brewers 
have  recourse  to  foreign  barley. 

♦(4.42.)  Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk, 
Eye) :  Surely  the  question  of  whether  10, 
or  15,  or  20  per  cent,  of  substitutes 
should  be  the  maximum  employed  is 
a  question  of  detail  which  might  be 
left  to  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill, 
and  the  mere  fact  that  an  hon.  Member 
does  not  agree  with  the  particular  per* 
centage  laid  down  in  the  BUI  is  no 
reason  why  he  should  refrain  from  sup- 
porting the  Second  Reading,  or  should 
take  the  step  of  voting  against  it.  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  be  carried  away 
by  the  flood  of  eloquence  with  which  we 
have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  Launceston  Divi- 
sion of  Cornwall,  whose  contribution  to 
the  debate  was  an  extremely  valuable  one. 
The  argument  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  would  apply  to  every  trade  or 
industry,  but  when  he  went  on  to  en- 
deavour to  prove  that  the  Bill  would 
interfere  with  the  whole  progress  of 
research  and  check  the  progress  of  in- 
dustry, it  was  going  beyond  what  was 
even  in  his  capacity  to  prove.  No 
one  will  dispute  that  those  who 
are  engaged  in  scientific  research 
should  have  full  liberty  to  make  all  the 
inventions  they  can  for  the  purpose  of 
cheapening  the  price  of  beverages,  but 
why  should  they  apply  that  process  to  & 
beverage  which  has  come  to  have  a 
recognised  and  well-defined  meaning  ? 
That  inventive  genius  can  still  be 
applied,    if    this    Bill  passes,    to    other 
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beverages,  called  by  other  names.  1  chance  of  making  further  progress  or 
What  is  objected  to  is  that  by  the  passing  into  law.  It  seems  to  me  that 
use  of   certain  drugs  and   ingredients,    this  is  a  purely  academic  discussion,  and 


some  of  which  are  innocuous,  and  some 
deleterious,  a  beverage  should  be  concocted 
and  sold  under  the  name  of  "  beer,"  which 
for  very  many  centuries  has  been  under- 
stood to  be  a  particular  concoction  of 
malt  and  hops.  To  meet  objections  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  and  other  opponents 
of  the  measure  on  previous  occasions  a 
certain  compromise  has  been  arrived  at, 
to  the  effect  that  a  certain  proportion  of 
substitutes  should  be  admitted — 15  per 
cent,    of  the   whole.     Now  it   seems   to 


there  appears  to  be  a  great  change  in  the 
interest  which  is  taken  in  it  as  compared 
with  the  debates  on  a  similar  measure 
last  year.  It  was  only  after  the  learned 
and  eloquent  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Launceston  that  the 
House  began  to  wake  up  and  take 
some  interest  in  the  subject,  and  I  shftll 
ask  with  some  diffidence  the  House  to 
allow  me  to  follow  some  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  argument  as  nearly  a<i 
I  can.     I  understood  the  hon.  and  learned 


me,  especially  after  what  has  fallen  from  I  Gentleman  to  say  that  science  said  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  in  this  debate,  that  a  I  you  need  malt  only  half  of  your  barley, 
concession  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  that  that  malt  properly  treat^  will  use  so 
accepted  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  ,  much  sugar,  and  that  the  other  half  you 
made.  It  ought  to  be  welcomed,  and  can  do  without.  He  traced  the  develop- 
every  opportunity  should   be  given   for    ments  in  recent  years  to  the  use  of  sugar, 


this  question  to  be  threshed  out  in  the 
Committee   staeje   of  the  Bill.     But   for 


and  he  showed  by  a  process,  which  he 
described    in    great    detail,    how,   apart 


the  House  to  be  carried  away  by  the  i  entirely  from  malt,  that  sugar  which  is 
flow  of  eloquence  which,  as  I  have  said,  j  necessary  according  to  him  could  be 
came  from  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  obtained,  and  he  designates  the  attempt 
the  Member  for  Launceston,  would  be,  '  on  the  part  of  this  Bill  to  limit  the 
to  ray  mind,  a  great  misfortune.  The  freedom  of  the  use  of  that  kind  of 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  in  the  course  material  in  the  future,  as  an  attempt  to 
of  his  speech,  quoted  Shakespeare ;  and  send  us  back  to  the  depths  of  darkness 
his  speech  reminds  me  of  the  words  in  '  and  ignorance,  and  to  interfere  with  and 
which  Touchstone  addressed  Agricultural  |  hinder  the  researches  of  science  as  far  ^ 
William —  |  possible.     Sir,  that  is  not  what  we  want 

"  I  will  deal  in  poison  with  thee,  or  in  ;  at  all ;  what  we  want  is  to  be  allowed  to 
bastinado,  or  in  steel.  I  will  bandy  >nth  thee  go  back  to  what  has  been  proved  bv 
in  fiiction  I  will  o'ernin  thee  ..ith  policy,  experience  to  be  the  path  of  safety. 
I  will  kill  thee   150  ways,  therefore  tremble    -rirt  xi  •  '^  \       \  .^"^y' 

"  When  we  see  this  sugar  made  which  the 

hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  describes 
with  so  much  ability  and  enthusiasm, 
how  do  we   find   it  is  obtained  ?     It  is 


and  depart." 

And  so  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
by  means  of  his  well-trained  and  scientific 
observation,  says  to  the  Agricultural 
Williams  of  this  Bill,  and  bids  them 
to  tremble  and  depart.  So  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  his  speech  will  not  have  such 
deterrent  effect  upon  me,  nor  will  it  have 
on  any  of  those  who  intend  to  support 
the  Bill,  seeing  that  these  matters  of 
detail  may  be  thoroughly  threshed  out 
at  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  Bill. 

(4.48.)  Mr,  CHAPLIN  (Lincolnshire, 
Sleaford) :  When  I  saw  the  condition  of 
the  Benches  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
and  the  utter  lack  of  interest  apparently 
taken  in  this  debate  at  an  earlier  hour 
of  this  afternoon,  I  thought  to  myself  that 
it  was  one  of  the  results  of  the  new  Rules 
of  Procedure,  many  of  which  have  already 
been  passed.  Everybody  knows  that  no 
Bill  of  this  character  when  those  Rules 
become  operative  can  have  even  a  100  to 

Mr.  Stevenson, 


obtained  in   this  way — and   this   is   the 
proof  of  the  fatal  weakness  which  under- 
lies the  whole  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member^s  argument — it  is  obtained  by  the 
use  of  acids,  and  it  is  precisely  through 
those  acids   that   the   poison   came   into 
those  beers  which  were  so  unhappily  used 
to    such    an    extent    in    the    North    of 
England,     and     caused      that     terrible 
epidemic   which    must   be   fresh   in    the 
minds    of    those   who   are  now   in    this 
House.     Now,   I  do  not  pretend   for  a 
moment  to  compete  with  the   hon.  and 
learned    Member  opposite  or   with    the 
hon.  Member  below  me  in  my  knowledge 
of  science,  but  I  have  done  my  best  to 
learn   something  of  the    ments   of  this 
question,   and   I   think  I   have  put  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man fairly.     He  talks  about  going  bock 
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to  the  depths  of  ignorance  on  this  difficulty.  The  problem  of  how  to  keep 
subject.  Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  plough  going  and  the  people 
the  greatest  brewers  in  the  United  ■  employed  on  the  land  is  becoming  every 
Kingdom  do  not  understand  their  i  year,  every  month,  every  day,  more 
business  quite  as  well  and  perhaps  rather  difficult  of  solution.  The  Budget  of  my 
better  than  thehon.and  learned  Member?  i  right  hon.  friend,  too,  however  admirable 
Take  Guinesses  of  Dublin ;  they  use  abso- ,  it  may  be  from  a  revenue  point  of  view, 
lutely  nothing  but  malt  and  hops ;  are  will  do  little  or  nothing  for  these  people, 
they  to  be  dubbed  as  ignorant  and  know- 1  On  the  other  hand,  I  hold  the  opinion 
ing  nothing  of  their  business  1  Take  { that  no  measures  have  ever  been  proposed 
Messrs.  Bass  of  England ;  they  use  in  ■  to  ParUament,  at  any  rate,  within  my 
their  brewery  malt  and  hops  entirely,  with  '  recollection,  which  would  have  done 
this  single  addition,  that,  after  the  beer  more,  or  indeed  as  much,  to  help 
is  put  into  the  barrels,  it  is  true  that  the  agricultural  interest,  including  the 
they  use  li  per  cent,  of  sugar,  solely  for  '  tenants  and  labourers  as  well  as  the 
the  purpose  of  bringing  on  the  last  landlords  themselves,  as  would  have 
fitage  of  fermentation  in  three  days  in-  been  done,  had  they  passed,  by  the 
stead  of  three  weeks,  solely  to  make  the;r  Bills  upon  this  subject  which  have 
beer  at  once  saleable.  I  don't  know  been  introduced  during  the  last  few 
whether  any  hon.  Gentlemen  here  are  in  years.  The  reason  is  very  simple.  The 
the  habit  of  drinking  Bass's  beer,  but  I  s  amount  of  sugar  used  in  brewing  in 
drink  it  whenever  I  dare,  and  it  is  im- ,  substitution  of  barley  of  late  years  hag 
possible  to  drink  anything  better;  it  is  been,  and  I  believe  is  still,  enormous, 
brighter  and  lighter  than  anything  else  If  hon.  Members  would  consult  the 
in  the  world.  [.\n  Hon.  Member  :  What  Blue-books  already  in  the  Library, 
about  water  "?]  What !  Water !  Oh,  I  can-  j  and  also  the  evidence  of  the  Royal 
not  say.  But  I  say  it  is  impossible  to  ^  Commission  now  sitting — if  ever  we  get 
find  brighter  and  lighter  beer,  yet  is  it  that  evidence,  it  is  two  years  old  already 
absolutely  free  from  these  adjuncts ;  yet,  — it  will  be  found  that  60  per  cent,  is 
according  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem-  sometimes  used,  while  the  use  of  50 
ber,  if  we  go  back  to  using  malt  and  hops  [  per  cent  is  by  no  means  uncommon, 
we  go  back  to  the  d  pths  of  ignorance .  j  If  the  use  of  these  substitutes  was 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  as  was  said  the  j  limited  to  the  extent  suggested  by  this 
other  night,  that  the  hon.  and  learned  |  Bill,  it  would  mean  an  enormous  dis- 
Gentleman,  in  his  singularly  able  and  |  placement  of  sugar  which  must  be 
instructive  speech,  has  been  able  to ,  replaced  by  something  else,  and  that 
prove  a  good  deal  too  much.  '  something  else  must  be  barley.    There 


But,  passing  from  the  scientific  aspect, 
I  would  ask  the  House  to  regard  the 
question  from  the  agricultural  point  of 
view.      It     is    customary   nowadays    in 


would  be,  in  consequence,  an  enormously 
increased  demand  for  barley.  The  hon. 
Member  for  London  University,  follow- 
ing the   example  of  many  others,   has. 


view.         At       la      uustuuiaiv      uw»T«vAt»vo     XXI  .     --           ,                  *. V     •          ^    ^    j  V..1      *.      f 

many  quarters  to    say  that  agriculture  "^  ,«•«?'>•   '"l  ^^^at.   stated    that    foreign 

ha«    greatly    improved,    and    that    the  barley  would  be  used     I  am  not  prepared 

depression     has    considerably     lessened  »«   '"'^l^*   ^Imt   wholesale   and  sweeping 

dtmng  the    last    few  yea,«.      In   some  admission    myself     but.    .assuming   that 

partttf  the  country  it  is  probably  true;  't     ^'"^    fore'gn     barle>%     it    must    be 

indeed.  I  am  prettvsure  it  is  the  case,  remembered  that  there  is  no  illimitable 

but  in  the  great  corn-growing  districts,  s"Pply  of  that   commodity     Therefore, 

such,  for  instance,  as  some  parts  of  Nor-  '^    there    ,s    an   increased   demand   for 

folk  and  Lincolnshire,  I  doubt  whether  ]  ''"■j'g".  Parley,    up  wil    go    the    pnce, 

the  farmers  ever  had  a  worse  time  than  ?°d  with    the    pnce   of  foreign   barley 


<luring  the  last  two  years.    Wheat  is  no 


longer  a  profitable  crop  to  grow;  barley.    Parley  dso    Jt"   not   too    much   to 


increased,  up  will  go  the  price  of  English 


Co  a  large  extent,   has  taken  its  place. 
But  two  bad  barley  crops,  with   corre- 


expect  that   under  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  this  Bill,  or  others  of  a  similar 


Bpondingly  bad  prices,  have  left  many,  character,  the  price  of  barley  might  be 
«ven  of  the  very  be^jt,  men  in  those  dis- 1  raised  by  from  5s.  to  Ts.  a  quarter  all 
Cricts  in  positions  of  the  greatest  possible  |  round.     If  that  were  so,  what  a  re\'ofution 
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it  would  be  in  the  agricultural  districts. 
You  would  hear  no  more  of  agricultural 
depression.  No  better  means  could 
possibly  be  devised  of  providing  work  for 
the  population,  and  of  putting  a  decided 
check  on  what  is  spoken  of  as  the  rural 
depopulation  of  the  present  day,  which 
we  all  rightly  deplore. 

Remember,  also,  lest  I  might  appear 
to  be  leaving  out  of  sight  the  rights 
and  advantages  of  the  brewers,  that 
the  justification  for  making  this  proposal, 
which  we  defend  and  have  defended,  is 


Two  months,  during  which  the  Grand 
Committees  were  doingabsolutely  nothing, 
were  wasted,  and  my  right  hon.  friend 
would  not  be  induced  to  give  us  the 
opportunity  of  availing  ourselves  of  their 
services.  This  year  still  more  effectual 
means  have  been  taken  to  prevent  any 
real  progress  with  either  this  or  any  other 
private  Sill  which  is  open  to  opposition, 
however  large  may  be  the  majority  in  its 
favour,  or  whatever  may  be  the  merits  of 
the  BUI  itself.  Under  the  new  Rules, 
any  progress  with  those  Bills  after  Whit- 


that  the  use  of  sugar  in  beer-brewing  '  suntide  will  be  an  absolute  impossibility, 
—sugars  treated  as  they  were  by  these  I  For  my  own  part,  since  I  have  seen  the 
acids— was  the  cause  of  the  poisonings  |  general  tendency  of  those  Rules,  and  the 
which  occurred  not  long  ago  in  so  way  they  have  been  treated,  I  heartily 
many  parts  of  the  country,  which  led  to  wish  I  had  supported  the  Motion  to  refer 
so  many  deaths,  and  caused  so  much  ill-  them  to  a  Select  Committee, 
ness    and   suffering.      If  this   Bill   were  |     The  position  of  the   Government  ap- 


passed,  we  should  have  taken  a  long  step 
towards  ensuring  the  use  of  pure  and 
wholesome    ingredients,   free    from    any 


pears  to  me  to  be  this — they  will  not 
deal  with  the  question  themselves,  and 
they  take  care  that  nobody  else  shall  deal 


dangers  of  that  kind,  in  the  future,  with  it  for  them.  I  regret  that  attitude 
These  being  the  facts  of  the  case,  since  more  than  I  can  say.  It  is  not  in  their 
that  outbreak  I  have  always  taken  a  deep  own  interests  in  the  country ;  in  fact,  it 
interest  in  this  movement,  and  have  done  ,  is  a  great  mistake.  It  is  unwise  to  take 
my  best  in  and  out  of  Parliament  to  a  course  so  calculated  to  alienate  many 
support  it.  I  have  always  thought  it  was  of  those  who,  for  many  years,  have  been 
a  golden  opportunity  of  which  any  j  their  best  and  strongest  supporters.  I 
Government  might  have  availed  them-  quite  recognise  the  difficulty  of  the  sub- 
selves  for  effecting  a  double  purpose—  |  ject.  Nobody  is  more  aware  than  I  am 
that  of  safeguarding  the  health  of  the  that  it  can  be  dealt  with  only  by  great 
people,  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  '  ^are,  and  that  no  alteration  of  the  law 
of  aiding  the  greatest  but,  at  the  same  j  ^^  the  subject  should  be  made  until  the 
time  most  depressed  interest  m  the  whole  ,  ^^ole  matter  has  been  threshed  out  in, 
of  the  country,  viz.,  that  of  agnculture.  Committee.  But  there  are  so  many  Mem- 
At  one  time  my  hopes  were  very  high  N^,^  ^f  ^^^  ^^^^  possessing  expert 
Last  year  a  member  of  the  Cabinet-I  knowledge  that  I  reaUy  do  not  thinrit 
think  It  was  the  Postmaster  ^fr^^^}-    y,oxx\d.hLm^it^v  oive^^ 

made  a  speech,  in  which  he  said  that  m  1  xxrwA^  ♦u««.  ;«  «,„  ^\r.^  i  ^«*„«o*i„  u^^ 
,  .        •  •       ^ti!  r     T>n         4.U      While  that  is  my  view,  1  earnestly  hope 

his  opinion  the  passing  of  a  Bill  on  the.,  .-n    *^    .i     '  .,  u  i  /*   • 

subject  during  ]^t  session  had  become  I  J^ere  are  still  gentlemen  enough  left  m 
inevitable.  I  then  hoped  most  sincerely  this  House  who  recognise  the  importan.^ 
that  the  Government  4wild  deal  with  the   9^  ^^'^  ^^x^Uon  to  the  industry  to  which 


matter    themselves.       It    was     actually 


I  have  referred,  and  who,  at  all  events. 


rumoured  at  one  time  that  there  were  '  ^^^  ^^^  ^\^^^  ^,°^f  m  favour  of  the 
proposals  already  formed.  ^Vhether  that  j  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill, 
was  the  truth  or  not,  I  do  not  know ;  but  i  *(5.8.)  Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  My 
it  all  events  when  Parliament  met  it  was  i  right  hon.  friend  has  expressed  him- 
f juite  clear  that  the  Government  did  not ,  self  as  somewhat  aggrieved  by  the 
mean  to  be  friendly  on  the  subject.  We  I  action  taken  by  the  Leader  of  the 
private  Members  passed  a  Bill  by  a  large  j  House,  in  regard  to  the  fate  of  the  Bill 
majority,  but  we  lost  all  chance  of  making  introduced  last  year.  I  do  not  think 
any  further  progress  with  it  entirely  in  |  that  is  a  fair  complaint.  What  was  the 
consequence  of  the  action  of  my  right  i  Bill  introduced  last  year  ?  It  was  a  Bill, 
hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  House.  In  |  as  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite 
spite  of  all  requests,  he  refused  to  grant ,  wittily  said,  for  allowing  the  brewers  to 
facilities  for  the  Bill  to  be  referred  to  a '  j^  ^hat  they  liked,  providing  they  told 
Grand  Committee  until  it  was  too  late.  ;  pgopb  what  they  did.  This  BiU.  as  he 
Mr^  Chaplin* 
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ako  has  obseired,  is  one  which  is  to  pre-  would  be  a  simple  matter,  and  that, 
vent  brewers  from  doing  what  they  like,  without  materially  increasiag  the  staff  of 
provided  they  say  nothing  about  it.  The  the  Excise,  officers  by  gauging  the  mash- 
two  Bills  are  as  totally  different  as  any  tun  could  check  the  proportion  of  articles 
two  Bills  dealing  with  the  same  subject  used  in  the  manufacture  of  beer.  I  have 
could  very  well  be.  Therefore,  I  fail  to  directed  the  authorities  of  Inland 
see  on  what  grounds  my  right  hon.  l^venue  to  examine  the  matter  very 
friend  can  possibly  find  fault  with  the  carefully,  for  I  do  not  wish  to  throw 
Leader  of  the  House  for  not  granting  •  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  Bill  from  this 
•pecial  facilities  last  year  for  the  passing  P^'"^  ^^  ^»®^»  ^^^  ^^^^  authorities  have 
<rfa  Bill  which  its  own  supporters  have  '  sported  to  me  ma  totally  differetit 
not  ventured  to  re-introduce  this  session.  ?«"»«•  \  ^^  /"""M^l",  *^  ^^U^take  me 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  *^»«'  \"^  ^  «*^^?^J^  '\^t  ^,  ^^  ^  ^-^^ 
with  regard  to  the  principle  of  the  BiU  j^;^^«  ^^^  ™*^™^  P^'^^  ^^  ^^'«  ^''^''^' 
now   before  us.    That    has   been  amply  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

debated   by  others.    My  object  in  rising  **  There  woald  he  very  great  practical  HiA- 

is  onlv  to  make  a  few  observations  with  coltiw  in  carrying  out  the  prooonal  contHined 

regarf  u,  the  effect  of  the   KU  upon  -„^th,^t'^i;;' -[^^^ 

the  bzcnequer,  and  upon  the  omcials  of  '  over  the  quantity  of  malt  used  in  brewin}^  Hy 

the  Inland   Revenue.      With  regard    to  taking  a  gauge  of  the  '  grains '  which  remain 

the   effect  on   the  Exchequer,  my  rii^ht  in  the  maahaunafur  all  the  woru  are  drawn 

1          #  .     J   1            J         •        ^    *i      1  off ;  but  owmg  to  the  fact  that  the  brewer*,  in 

hon.  fnend  has  said,  as  is  perfectly  clear,  accordance  wfth  the  law.  enter  the  quantitie. 

that    the  main   object  of  this  Bill  is   to  of  malt  by  weight,  there  is  often  a  very  wide 

reduce   the   quantity  of  sugar    used  in  discrepancy  lietween  the   quantity   of   malt 

brewing.    WeU.   last    year,   in   imposing  entered  by  the  brewer  and  t&e  quantity  shown 

*V          *      1          T  .       J^^**               l/vo»**6  ^    ^  gauge  of  the  residual  grams  m  the  tuash- 

the  sugar  duty,  I  imposed  it  upon  sugar  tun.    Malt  varien  in  weigiit  from  32  lbs.  te 

used    in   brewing,   so  that  as  a    matter  44  Ihs.  per  bushel,  and  ansuming  that  a  brewer 

of   fact  at    the   present   time  a  brewer  ^^^  '"***'  ®'  '^e  weight  of  36  lbs.  per  bushel 

...  A.     •  1                                 *i  every  bushel  (that  is  every  42  Urn,)  entered  bv 

m  uaing  that  materuJ  usee  a  more  coetly  the  brewer  would  represent  U  bushels  by /ange 

Diateiial    than    he    did    before.     If    the  or  measure.    The  quantities  found  by  gauging; 

use    of     sugar     in     former     years   was  the  residual  grains  may  vary  from  10  or  15 

cheaper,  as  compared  with  bariev,  malt,  or  PT^  ^7,^'  '^r^J!!;!^^.^^'^"^*  """"V^^  q'^'^ntity 

^,    ^^'..^      _^'i  '"  ix*^'  ">alt  entered  by  the  brewer.     But  rough  as 

Other  materials,  certainly  so  lar  as  that  th^  exulting  check  is  upon  the  quantify  ef 

can  be  put  an  end  to,  it  has  been  put  an  malt  it  certainly  becomes  more  inexact  when 

and  to  by  the  imposition  of  the  duty  on  **^*^e'*  ™**^»  ^^  «^  o^K«f.  prepared  starchy 

<n««^»      v-.f  fk^  «;«k*   k^»>    IUa^^Ua..  <.«»»  substances  are  used  m  additieu  to  malt,  fer 

gugar.     \et  the  right  hon.  Member  says  ^^ose   subeUnces   pa«s  mostly  into  solution 

that  brewers  continue  to  use  sugar  to  an  from  the  mashtun  and  leave  but  little  residue. 

extent  of  which  he  disapproves.     Why?  The  gauges  nowobtainedinthemash-tun  would, 

la  that  not  some  proof  of  the  correctness  ^^'^^t^^*^*  Pr*  ^"^  ^^^  unperfect  evidence  as 

,^,                       ^   •     ^i_       J     •     i_i              i_  to  the  total  quantity  of  'barley  malt    and 

Of  the  argument  in  the  admirable  speech  ^^it  adjuncts  used  in  a  brewer>%  and  would 

of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  oppo-  certainly  not  afford  any  meant  by  which  the 

site,    enforced     by   my   hon.    friend  the  relative  proportions  in  which  barley,  malt  and 

^r^V^'    London     University.,  in  ^: ^^^  ^Uo^S^Sr e-U.ttT tI;: 

Which    both    of    those    high   authonties  only  way  in  which  the  quantities  of  bartcy 

prove,  I  think,  that  the  use   of  sugar  is  malt  ancf  of  malt  adjuncts  could  be  ascertained 

n    many    cases  essential     in    order   to  '^^"[^  ^  ^^  weighing  the  materiaU  before 

«           .1    ^        _^-      I          I            r   1*   1-^  mashmg.     But  in  large  breweries  the  malt  is 

produce    that   particular    class    of  bght  usaaUy  . crushed  in  a  miUmora.  from  whih  H 

beer  which  is  such  an  enormous  improve-  i»  oassed  through  a  hopper  into  the  mash-tun, 

me nt  on  the   beer    we    used   to   have  1  *°^  "^o  attempt  could  DOHxibly  be  made  to 

As  to  the  extent  to  which  the  revenues  Tf^^V.''*.- "^n /*I^^fJ   iTin']?  ^^'"""^^S 

.   ,  ^  ,         —    ^   J   ,              J     ^-        •      .i  All  that  an  oihcer   could    really  do    would 

might  be  affected  by  a  reduction  m  the  \^    to    weigh     l«fore   its   removal     to   the 

use  of  sugar,  I  cannot  form  an  estimate,  mill-room  a  certain  quantity  of  malt  which 

because    the   amount  varies   in   different  the  brewer   stated    he    intended   to  use   in 

breweries  ;  but  that  it  would  be  consider-  brewing,  but  thi«  would,  «/  course,  not  I*  a 

,,Tt                 jr^       u.               T-L  check    of  any  value,  for    the  brewer   micht 

able  I  have  no  doubt   whatever.     I  wish,  „^  ^^re  malt  or  other   material  than  the 

however,  to  dwell  more  upon  the  statement  officer  had  seen  weighed.     In  order  that  any 

which  was  made  by  my  hon.  friend  the  effective  control  could  be  exercised  over  the 

Member  for  Sudbury  and  my  hon.  friend  proportions  in  which  malt  and  malt  ««>ftitutjet 
^1.    w      u     r      ni          i.      I.'          I.    1.         '  are  used,    it   would    be  neoeMarr   that  the 

the  Member  for  Gloucestershire,  who  have  brewers'  operations  should  be  carried  on  in  the 

asserted  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Bill  presence  of  an  ofBeer  of  the  revenue,  and  this 
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^ould  mean  a  large  iocrease  of  the  staff  and  i  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  anytliing 


in  the  cost  of  supervision.  I  see  no  steps  of  a 
reasonable,  practicable  character  which  can  be 
taken  under  section  five  of  the  Bill  to  enforce 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  should  the  Bill 
become  law." 

I  think  that  is  a  conclusiye  answer  to 
the  views  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  I  stated  that  we 
should  be  willing  to  accept  any  further 
Amendment  in  that  respect. 

♦Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  Here  is  a  BiU 
which  imposes  a  penalty  of  £500  for  a 
breach  of  a  certain  mode  of  manufactur- 
ing beer,  and  the  House  is  told  that  the 
working  of  the    Bill  will   rest  on  the 
good  faith  of  the  persons  who  will   be 
subject  to  the  penalty.    That  is  a  most 
extraordinary  method  of  legislation.      I 
am  prepared  to  admit  that  what  I  have 
said  with  regard  to  the  loss  of  revenue, 
or  with  regard  to  the  additional  charge 
that  might   be  thrown    upon  the  Ex- 
chequer, is  not  a  conclusive  argument. 
If  it  be  essential  in  the  public  interest 
that    the   manufacture  of    beer    should 
be  confined  to  the  method  proposed  in 
this  Bill,  and  it  should  be  a  penal  offence 
to  manufacture   beer  in  any  other  way 
except  as  proposed  in  this  Bill ;  of  course, 
the  Revenue  must  lose  and  the  Inland 
Revenue  staff  must  be  increased.    That 
is  a  matter  for  the  House  to  decide,  but 
I    think    that    as    an    answer  to  this 
argument  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned    Member    for     Launceston    is 
sufficient.    For  what  public  object  is  the 
House  asked  to  say  that  beer  shall  al- 
ways be  made  of  barley  malt,  and  other 
materials   in  the  proportions  suggested 
by  the  Bill  ?    Is  it  for  the  public  health  ? 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Sleaford  trotted  out  again  the  argument 
from  last  year's  debate,  but  if  the  brewer 
is  allowed  a  margin  of  15  or  20  per  cent, 
beyond  the  bariey  malt,  is  there  not  a 
good  deal  of  room  for  a  good  deal  of 
injury  to  the  public  health  1     Where  is 
the  guarantee  for  purity  as  far  as  the 
public  health   is  concerned  t     If  it    is 
merely  the  desire  of  hon.  Members   to 
perpetuate  the   beer  they  remember  in 
their  youth,  beer  mainly  composed  of  malt 
and  hops,  I  venture  to  say  that  it  will 
be  an  interference  with  a  most  important 
industry,  and  detrimental  to  the  State. 
The  change  from  very  heavy  beer  to  the 
light  beers  now  so  genenlly  used  haa 
been    of    enormous    public   advantage, 

Sir  M.  Hick$  Beach. 


sanctioned  by  Parliament  which  would, 
as  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Launceston, 
interfere  with  the  proper  development 
of  this  industry.  In  what  I  have  said 
I  do  not  wish  to  lead  the  House  to 
suppose  that  I  am  doing  anything  more 
than  expressing  my  own  individual 
opinions  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  Some 
of  my  colleagues  in  the  Government 
held  a  different  view ;  I  speak  for  myself 
alone;  but  I  am  bound  to  look  at  the 
Bill  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  in 
that  position  I  trust  that  the  House 
will  not  give  it  a  Second  Reading. 

(5.25.)    Major     JAMESON     (Clare, 
W.) :  I  wish  to  congratulate  the  Chan- 
cellor   of    the     Exchequer    upon    the 
manner    in    which   he   has  demolished 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
the  Member  for  Sleaford.     I  did   not 
envy    the    hon.    Baronet   the    Member 
for  Sudbury  when  he  had  to  answer 
the    magnificent  speech    made  by    my 
hon.   and    learned    friend  the  Member 
for    Laimceston.      I    would    also    like 
the  hon.   Baronet  to  know  that,  at  all 
events   in    the  opinion    of    many  hon. 
Members  in  this  House,  innuendoes  and 
not  arguments  are  in  no  way  calculated 
to  add  to  the  popularity  of  Ins  Bill  or  to 
the  likelihood  of  it  becoming  law.     The 
hon.  Baronet  held  out  his  htUe  sop  to 
Ireland,  and  he  spoke  of  the  great  purity 
of  the  beer  made  in  Ireland.     I  wish  to 
say,   however,   that    I     think  the  hon. 
Baronet  and  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Sleaford  have  fallen  into 
a  great  fallacy  iu   regard    to    brewing 
processes.     I  would  Iulc  hon.  Members 
who  have  listened  to  the  speeches  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  and  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man the  Member  for  Sleaford  to  listen  for 
one  moment  to  a  point  which  has  been 
erroneously  impressed  upon  this  House, 
and    that  is    in     regard    to    the    great 
example  that  Irelana  has  shown  in  the 
way  in  which  they  manufacture  beer  in 
Ireland.    Would  it  surprise  the  House  to 
hear  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact^  the  great 
firm  of  Messrs.  Guinness  do  not  manu- 
facture at  all  the  beer  as  you  regard  beer 
in  this  country  t    Would  it  surprise  the 
House  to  know  that  when  hon.  Members 
opposite  were  discoursing  so  eloquently 
upon  brewing  processes    and  the  com- 
modities used  in  light  beers  in  Ireland, 
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Dublin  stout    and     Dublin    porter    are  cussed  in  the  different  arguments  which 

as  teetotally  different  from  ught  beers  have  been  used  today.     I  would  point 

which   they  were  talking  about,  as  last  out    that  in   the   Bill  of  last  year  two 

Tear's  snow  is  from  a  summer's  day  1  The    definitions 

hon.  Members  opposite  have  the  absolute  \£^  TOMLINSON  rose  in  his  place, 

effrontery  to  speak  in  this  way  of  the  so-  ^nd  claimed  to  move  "  That  the  Question 

called   Irish  beer,  and  by  so  doing  they  (^  ^q^  ^^^y 

show  their  entire  ignorance  of  the  whole       ,.      ^.       „mi    ..^.i.    i\      4.-      v      ^— 
matter.     In  all  my  life    I   have  never       QV^^ion,  "That  the  Question  be  now 

heard  before  such   Umentable  ignorance  P^^    P"^  *"^  *«™^  ^• 

as  has  been  displayed  upon  this  question.  (6.29.)  Question  put  accordingly,  "  That 

[Cries of  "Divide, *divide!"l  I  should  like  the  words  proposed  to  l)e  left  out  stand 

to  point  out  the  differences  between  this  part  of  the  Question." 

Bill  and  the  Bill  of  1901,  a  point  which  I  The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  140 ;  Noes, 

do  not  think  has   been  sufficiently  dis-  212.     (Division  List  No.  129.) 

AYES. 
HammondJohn  i  0'Bri6ii,Kendal(Tipper'yMid) 

Hanbury,  RtHn.  Robert  Wm.    O'Connor, Jame6(Wicklow,W. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Acland-Hood,  Capt  Sir  A.  P. 

AUeo.  C.  P.  (Glouc,  Strood.) 

Arohoale,  Edward  Nferryn 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Baoes,  Maj.  Georae  Edward 

Bay  lev.  Thomas  (DerbyBhire) 

Bignolo,  Arthur 

BUI,  Charles 

Boland,  John 

Boocawen,  Arthar  Griffith- 

Boohiois,  Edmnnd 

Broadhnnt,  Henry 

Brookfield,  Colooel  Montagu 

Burdett-Cootts,  W. 

Campbell  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Carvdl,  Patrick  Geo.  munilton 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 

Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Loois 

Cremer,  Wflliam  Randal 

DavieB,M.Vaaghan-(Crdigan) 

Delany,  William 

Diffby,  John  K.  D.  ( Wingfield) 

Dillon,  John 

Dooelan,  Captain  A. 

Doc^e^,  P.  C. 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 

Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 

Edwards,  Frank 

Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

ETans,SirFraneiiH.(M'dstone) 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

FelloweSvHon.  Ailwyn  Edward 

Ft* nwiek,  Charles 

Ffreoch,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Finch,  George  H. 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Garfit,  WUliam 

Gilhooly,  James 

Gore,HnG.RCOrmsby-(Salop. 

G  fuldinff,  Edward  AUied 

Grant,  Carrie 

Chinter,  Sir  Robert 

HamiltOD,Biirq«of  (L'nd'nderry 


Abraham.  William  (Rhondda) 
A|K-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Allen,  William  (Gateshead) 
Anstratber,  H.  T. 
Ashum,  Thomas  Gair 
AMkh^t-HnOerbertHeniy 
Atkinson.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  sir  J<^ 


Hardy, Laurence  (Kent,  Ashf  d 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Ho  ward,  John(Kent,J*  v'fsham 
Hosier,  Hon.  James  Hy.  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jaeoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
J  ones,DavidBrynmor(Sw'n8ea 
Joyce,  Michael 

Kennaway,Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  H. 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,CoL  W.  (Salop. 
Lambert,  Creonro 
Lawson,  John  urant 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Levy,  Biaurioe 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Long,0>l.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lo^her,  C.  (Cumb.  Eskdale) 
Lowther,Rt.Hon.  James  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  ICark  A 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jer^niah 
M'Cann,  James 
M'Govem,  T. 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
ATKillop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Malcolm,  T^-n 
Martin,  Richdird  Biddnlph 
Mellor, Rt.  Hon.  John  William 
Milner,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  FrederickG. 
More;^  Robi.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Momson,  James  Archibald 
Murphy,  John 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,Col.John  P.(Galway,N.) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

NOEa 
Ba^t,Capt.  JoMsellneFitzRoy 
Bain,  CoL  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balearres,  Lord 
Ball6iir,RtHnGeraldW(Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barry,8irFranciiT.(Windsor) 


O'Donaell,  T.  (Kerry,  W) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O' K  elly  ,Jame8(  Roooommon ,  N 
O'Maliey,  WUliam 
O'Biara,  James 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (CleveUnd) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.  (Durham) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pilkiiigton,Lieut.-0>L  Richard 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  CuthbeH 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E(  Waterfonl) 
Bigg,  Richard 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Sandys,  Lt.Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Smith,HC(  North'mb.TyneAide 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stevenson,  Francis  8. 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.  MTaggart 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Thomson.  F.W.  (York,W.R,) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
WasoD,  John  Cathcart(Orkiiey 
Welby,SirCharlesG.E.(NotU) 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd. Wm.  H.(yorks.) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayk&^ 
Mr.  Tomlineon  and  Bfr. 
Price. 

Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
BeachJitHnSurBiieha 
Beokett,  Ernest  William 
Blake,  Edward 
Bhmdell,  Cokmel  Henry 
Bolteo,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 
Bowles,  (>^  H.F.(Middleeex  > 
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BrigK,  John 

Br^hertoD,  Edward  Allen 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  TomJinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  Jam&s 
Biill,  William  Jame» 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Borke,  £   Haviland- 
Bntcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell  ,RtHn  J.  A.(Glasgow) 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  V(>W(  Derbyshire) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,J.Au8teo(Worc*r 
Charrtngton,  Sp-ncer 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Coflings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,  Sir  Fre«lerick  Lucas 
Corl»ett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Baiobridge 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb. Shepherd(Bolton) 
Crossley,  SirSavile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,8irHoratioD  (Chatham 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson- Po.vTider,  Sir  J.  P. 
Dixon- Hartland,  SirF.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  ( Lanark) 
Dox  rord.  Sir  William  Theotlore 
Dnncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Durniuff-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Mnnro(Leith) 
Fergus8on,Rt.  Hn.SirJ.(MancV 
Finmy,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  SirliobertPenrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Goddanl,  Daniel  Ford 
Gonlon,  Hn.  J.  E.(Elgin&Naim 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  WalfonlD.  ( Wednesb'ry 
Greene,SirEW(Br^y  S  Edm'mfs 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groveji,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Haldaoe,  Richard  Bunion 
Hall,  Edwaiil  Marshall 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
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Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hay  ter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath,ArchurHoward(Hanley 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hickoian,  Sir  Alfred 
Higginbott'im,  S.  W. 
Hoare,  Sir  S  «muel 
Hobhouse,C.E.H.  (Bri8to1,E.) 
Hobhouse,  Heory  (Somerset, E. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,J.  F.  (Shettield,Briglitside 
Horoiman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jamosun,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jones,  Wil  iiam(Camarv*nshire 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  H«»n  G.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henrj' 
Ki  nloch,SirJobnGreorge  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Leei* 
Labouchere.  Henry 
Lawrence, Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Leckv,Rt.HQ.WilliamEdwH. 
Lee,  ArthurH.  ( Uant^Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott,  (Birkenhead) 
Leese,SirJosehpF(Accrington) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leveson -Gower,FrederickN .  S. 
Logan,  John  William 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Crae,  George 
M  I  ver,Sir  Lewi8(  Edingb'gh W 
M'Killop.  James,(Stirlingshire 
McLaren,  Charles,  Benjamin 
Max  well,  W.J.H(  Durfriesshire 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  DavidJ(Walthamst'w 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A(Deptford) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,lUHnA  Graham(Rnte 
Murray,  Charles  J. (  Coventry) 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nicol,  Donald  N mian 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
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O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  UerbertPike(Darlingt'n 
Penn,  John 
Pierpoiot,  Robert 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  Jafne<<  (Greenock) 
Kenshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ritchie,  Kt.  Ho.Cha*.  Thomsoik 
Roberts,  Sa<auel  (Sheffield) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rollia.  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colocel  Robert 
Saaler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse> 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Spencer, Rt.  HnC  K(Northants 
Spencer,Sir  E.  ( W.  BromwichV 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arcbur(Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Edward  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M» 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,  E 
Thomas,  David  Alfred(M^rthyr 
Thomas,  J  A(GlamorgaQGower 
Thompson,DrEC(Monagh'n,X 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Battv 
Vinoent,ColSirCEH(Sheffield) 
Walker,  Col.  WUliam  Hall 
Wallace,  Robert 
Welby,Lt.  Col.  ACE(Taunton>. 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,North) 
Whiteley,  (  Jeorge  ( York,  W.  R,  >• 
WUliams,  lUH  nJ  Powell-(Brim 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Woltf,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham-Qain,  Major  H.  W. 
Yerburgh,  Itfibert  Armstrong 
Young,  Samuel 


Tellers  for  the  Nobs— 
Mr.  Flower  and  Dr.. 
Farquharson. 


Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  declines  to 
proceed  with  the  consideration  of  a  Bill 
interfering  with  freedom  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  beer  in  this  country,  which,  whilst 
it  imposes  upon  the  scientific  development 


of  British  brewing  industries  arbitrarir 
restrictions  that  cannot  be  enforced  upon 
foreign  competitors,  in  no  way  proTides 
safeguards  for  the  j  public  health,  or  secures 
for  consumers  a  guarantee  as  to  the  purity^ 
of  the  materials  employed. 

Adjourned  at   ten    ndnutes- 
before  Six  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 
Thursday,  April  24/A,  1902. 


Reports,  <fr. 


lU^ 


NEWCASTLE  AND  GATESHEAD 
WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments. 


V 


POULETT  PEERAGE. 

Petition  of  William  Tiu-nour  Thomas 
Poulett,  claiming  to  be  Viscount  Uinton 
of  Hinton  Saint  George  and  Earl 
Poulett,  both  in  the  Peerage  of  England, 
to  His  Nlajesty,  praying  His  Majesty  to 
be  gracioitsly  pleased  to  direct  a  writ  to 
be  issued  to  summon  the  petitioner  to 
the  present  Parliament  by  the  title  of 
Viscount  Hinton  of  Hinton  Saint  George 
and  Karl  Poulett,  together  with  His 
Majesty's  reference  thereof  to  this 
House,  and  the  Report  of  the  Attorney. 
General  thereon  thereunto  annexed- 
Presented  (by  command),  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  Privileges 
to  consider  and  report. 


^  BARON  DUFFERIN  AND  CLANDEBOYE. 

:^       Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Lord 

"^  Chancellor  of  the  United  Kingdom,  made 

^  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  21st  day  of 

'^  April    last,    that     the    right     of    Baron 

-  Dutferin  and  Clandebove  to  vote  at  the 

">»  elections     of    representative    peers      for 

^  L^land    has     been     established     to    his 

i  satisfaction,  be  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the 

>  Crown  in  Ireland,  together   with   a  cer- 

V  tificate  stating  that  such  report  has  been 
^  made,  and  that  the  House  has  ordered 
?  it  to  be  sent   to  the   said  Clerk  of  the 

V  Crown  in  Ireland. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificate  from  the  examineis  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  not  Wen  complied  with  : — 

Imperial  Institute-  (Petition  for  Bill). 

The  same  was  onlered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE— (PETITION 
FOR  BILL). 

Examiner's  Certificate  of  non-compli- 
ance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Tuesday  next. 

VOL.  CVI.  [Fourth  Series.] 


MANCHESTER  DISTRICT  TELEPHONE 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.], 

NATIONAL  TELEPHONE  COMPANY 
(MANCHESTER  AREA)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Committed ;  the    Committees    to    be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


BRADFORDON-AVON  GAS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Report   from   the   Select    Committee, 

That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 

with  the  consideration  of  the   Bill,  no 

'  parties   having  appeared   in   opposition 

thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

I  Table.    The  orders  made  on  the  24th 

!  of  February,  and  Friday  last,  discharged ; 

and  Bill  committed. 

'  BARKING  GAS  BILT^ 

OMAGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL, 

GRAND  JUNCTION  WATER  BILL. 
Read  2*,  and  committed. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BFLL. 

Read  2'',  and   committed,   the   Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
I  of  Selection. 

I  TICEHURST  WATER  BILL. 

Read  2^  and  committed. 

CHIGWELL,  LOUGHTON,   AND  WOOD- 
FORD GAS  BILL  [H.L.], 

WATERFORD   AND    BISHOP   FOY 
ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  BILL  [H  L.], 

DONEGAL  RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  3**,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

KENT  WATER  BILL. 

SOUTHPORT    AND    LYTHAM    TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL. 

LONDON    Sl^HOOL    BOARD    (SUPER- 
ANNUATION) BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
and  referred  to  the  Ebcaminers. 


RETURXS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 

General  Report  by  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  the  Northern  Division  of  Scotland,  for 
the  year  1901. 

2U 
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TREATY  SERIES,  No.  10  (1902). 

Agreement  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  France  respecting  commercial 
relations  between  France  and  Zanzibar. 
Signed  at  London,  27th  June,  1901. 
Ratifications  exchanged  at  London,  22nd 
February,  1902. 

TRADE  REPORTS. 

1.  Miscellaneous  Series.  No.  576. 
Mineral  Resources  of  Greece. 

2.  Annual  Series. 

No.  2770.  United  States  (Texas). 
No.  2771.  Spain  (Corunna). 
No.   2772.   Venezuela  (Cuidad  Boli- 
var). 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1887. 

Return  of  the  number  of  eviction 
notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
31  St  March,  1902. 

DUBLIN  METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 

1.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
1901. 

2.  Evidence  taken  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  1901  (with  Appendix). 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 

1.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
1901. 

2.  Evidence  taken  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  1901  (with  Appendix). 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

1.  Despatch  by  General  Lord  Kitchener, 
dated  8th  March,  1902,  relative  to 
military  operations  in  South  Africa  (in 
continuation  of  [Cd.  965.]). 

2.  Return  of  farm  buildings,  etc ,  in 
Cape  Colony  and  Natal  destroyed  by  the 
Boers. 

INDIA  (LAND  REVENUE).     • 

Papers  regarding  the  land  revenue 
system  of  British  India. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
to  1  e  on  the  Table. 

NATIONAL  DEBT  (ANNUITIES). 

Account  of  the  gross  amount  of  all 
bank  annuities  and  any  annuities  for 
terms  of  years  transferred,  and  of  all 
sums  of  m«mey  paia,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Reduction  of  the  National 
Debt ;  and  the  gross  amount  of  annui- 
ties for  lives  and  for  terms  of  vears  which 
have   been   granted    for  the  same,  and 


contracts  for  payments  on  death  which 
have  been  made  within  the  year  ended 
5th  January,  1902.  Laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


VIVISECTION. 

Petition  for  legislation  for  suppression 
of  the  practice  of ;  of  meeting  at  Swia» 
Cottage  ;  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL  [H.L.] 

Amendments  reported  (according  to- 
order). 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The 
Earl  of  Onslow)  :  The  object  of  the 
Amendment  to  Clause  1 ,  which  stands  in 
my  name  is  to  restrict  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  to  the  United  Kingdom.  As  at 
present  drafted,  it  would  apply  to  the 
Colonies,  the  objections  to  which  I  ex- 
plained at  the  Committee  stage. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  Sub-section  (3),  line  10, 

0  leave  out  'into  any  part  of  His  MajeBty's 
dominions. '  " — (The  Earl  of  Onslow.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  Clause  1 
provides  that,  if  any  person  commits  any 
of  the  otfences  mentioned,  he  shall  he 
liable   to   penalties   not   exceeding  £50. 

1  desire  to  reduce  that  sum  to  X20,  which 
is  the  highest  amount  that  can  be  re- 
covered summarily  in  Scotland,  and  it  is 
desirable  that  the  penalties  should  be  the 
same  in  both  countries. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clause  1,  ptja^  1,  line  19,  to  leave  out 
Kfty '  and  to  innert  *  twenty. ' " — {Lord 
Monksiodl.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  to 
be  read  3'  tomorrow ;  and  to  be  printed 
as  amended.     (No.  50.) 
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SOrXH  AFRICAN   WAK-MARTIAL     i  districts,  even  if  they  were  in  the  atate 

LAW  IN  CAPE  COLONY.  which  I  allege,  set  forth  a  certain  doctrine 

♦Lord  COLERIDGE  :  My  Lords,  I  beg  which  was  new  and  surprising  to  myself, 

leave  U)  ask  His  Majesty's  Government  the  a"^^  ^^ich,  pushed  to  its  logical  extremity, 

Questions   standing   in   my    name -viz. :  would   seem  to  go  the  length  of  saying 

Whether  at  any   time  during  the   war  t*^^^    ^^   we    were    at    war    somewhere, 

military    operations    have    taken   place,  <^^**    Executive,    without    Parliamentary 

either  in  the  Cape  Peninsular,  or  in  the  sanction,    might     impose     martial     law 

districts  of  Port  Elizabeth  or  li^st  London,  anywhere.     That  is  a  doctrine  in  which, 

or  within  an  area  of  fifty  miles  from  the  '^   I    ^ay    say   so   with  all   modesty,    I 

coast  at  any  point   for   upward  of   600  cannot  concur ;  and  I  have  in  my  favonr 

miles  between  Cape  Town  and  the  border  ^^^  opinion    of    Lord     Davey— a   high 

of  Natal  ;  if  so,  at  what  point  or  points,  legal  authority— who  stated  emphatically 

what    forces    were   engaged,    and   what  ^^^  «^^er    evening    that    he  could   not 

casualties,  if  anv,    resulted  ;  whether  at  assent  to    any    such   doctrine.      I   also 

any  time  since  March,  1901,  the  Supreme  allude<l     to    certain     Regulations    with 

Court  has  not  held  its  sittings  without  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^  application  of  martial  law 

any  interruption  both  at  Cape  Town  and  which  bore  the  sanction  of  two  successive 

Grahamstown ;    and   whether,   with   the  Secretaries  of  State  for  the  Colonies  and 

exception  of  the  towns  on  the  Northern  ^^^  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  I  said 

Circuit,    the   judges  of  assize   have   not  ^\f'  J^^^e  Regulations  had  been  sent  to 

held  Courts  in  most  of  the  twenty  other  »".   ^}^^  Colonial  Governors  as  the  final 

circuit  towns  ;  and  whether  any  difficulty  "?^"^  of  the  Government  of  the  day  upon 

has  been  found  in  executing  the  proce^Js  ^^^  application  of  martial  law. 
of  these  Courts  in  the  districts  subject  to 

their  jurisdiction;  and.  if  so,  when  and        The      PRIME       MINISTER       and 

where,   on   what  occasions,  and  in  what  LORD   PRIVY    SEAL    (The   Marquess 

towns.    I  do  not  wish  to  raise  again  the  of  Salisbury)  :  Has  the  noble  Lord  the 

contentions  which  were  urged  on  this  side  document  in  which   the   statement   was 

of  the  House  in  the  last  discussion  on  the  included  that  the  Regulations  represented 

subject  of  the  application  of  martial  law.  f  the  final   mind   of   the   British   Govern- 

I  said  on  that  occasion   that   in   certain  ment  ? 
large  districts  in  Cape  Colony  the  state  of 

things  existed  which   I  indicate  in  my        ♦Lord  COLERIDGE :  The  heading  of 

Questions.     The  noble  and  learned  Earl  |  the  Rules  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  is  as 

the     Lord     Chancellor    challenged    my  follows:    "Proposed  Rules   to   be  intro- 

sUtement,    though   I   do   not    think   he  duced  on  the  subject  of  martial  law  into 

contradicted  it.  the  Colonial  Regulations."     I  understand 

I  that  they  were  so  introduced,  and  I  think 

The   lord      CHANCELLOR     (The  they    may,   therefore,    be   correctly    de- 
Eari  of  Halsbury)  :  I  asked  upon  what ,  scribed  as  representing  the  mind  of  the 

authority  the  noble  Lord  made  that  state-  Government  of  the  day.      Those  Regula- 

ment,  but  I  received  no  reply.  tions  lay  down  the  principle  that  the 

Governor  should    not  proclaim   martial 

♦Lord   COLERIDGE :  The  noble  and  law  unless  he   is  satisfied  that  there  are 

learned  Eari  is  quite  right.    He  challenged  ^  ^^^  \^  armed  reaiatance  to  the  authority 

my  statement,  but  he  did  not  contradict  i  ^f   the  Crown  ;  that  such  armed    resis- 

it.      1    now     place    on     the    Paper   the  ;  tance  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  the  Mili- 

distncts   to   which  I  alluded  ;   I  specifv  ,  ^^^^  ^^^^g  j^erely  in  aid  of  the   civil 
them  and  define  them  ;  and  1  urge,  with 
regard  to  those  districts,  that  to  impose 
martial      law      without     Parliamentary 


power   in   the  ordinary  manner ;   that 

such  armed  resistance  cannot  be  promptly 

J   ,      ,.  ^  ,     t  ..      and  eflfectuall y  suppressed  otherwise  than 

wnction  and   by  the    mere  Jiat  of  the    j,    subjecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 

Executive    was     an    illegal    act.      The    ti^bed  district  to  direct  miliUrv  control 


military 
and  by  inflicting  summary  punishments 
on  offenders  against  the  peace.  It  would 
appear,  although  I  cannot  state  it  a«  a 
fact,  that  those  Regulations,  containing 
t  See  preceding  volame,  p.  123.  |  the  stipulations  which  I  have  read  to  the 

2U2 


noble  and  learned  Earl,  in  combating 
the  arguments  addressed  from  this  side 
of  the  House  and  in  justifying  the 
imposition     of     martial     law     in    such 
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House,  were,  in  fact,  conveyed  to  Lord 
Milner,  and  that  in  the  year  1900  he 
expressed  his  concurrence  in  them. 
There  is  an  allusion  in  a  letter  by  Mr. 
Schreiner,  the  then  Cape  Prime  Minister, 
to  a  certain  Circular  Despatch  from  the 
Colonial  Office,  which  I  interpret  to 
mean  the  Despatch  containing  the  words 
I  have  quoted.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  can 
easily  be  contradicted.  If  that  be  the 
case,  these  Colonial  Regulations  in 
regard  to  martial  law  were  before  the 
Ministers  at  the  Cape,  were  approved  of 
by  them,  and  were  further  approved  of 
in  the  year  1900  by  Lord  Milner.  More 
than  that,  on  November  28th,  1899, 
Mr.  Schreiner,  in  a  Minute  to  Lord 
Milner,  said : — 

**  Ministers  beg  specially  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  his  Excellency  to  the  great  importance, 
from  the  legal  and  other  points  of  view,  of 
handing  over  prisoners  arrested  by  the  military 
authorities  to  the  civil  authorities,  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  ordinary  procedure  in  conformity 
with  law." 

In  a  Report,  dated  November  25th,  1899, 
which  was  transmitted  to  Lord  Milner, 
Sir  Richard  Solomon  (Attorney  General 
at  the  Cape)  said — 

'*  I  think  it  right  to  point  out  the  grave 
complications  which  may  arise  if,  in  dis- 
tricts where  martial  law  has  been  pro- 
clnimed,  persons  charged  with  the  com- 
mission ot  serious  crimes  should  be  tried 
before  courts-martial  while  the  Civil  Courts 
are  i-till  open.  Martial  law  has  been  pro- 
claimed on  frrounds  of  necessity.  I  have  very 
little  doubt,  nowever,  that  such  a  proclamation 
cannot  be  justitied  on  legal  grounds.  There  is 
no  statute  authorising  such  proclamation,  and 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  under  which  it 
may  proMibly  be  proclaimed  when  necessity 
requires  it,  has  not  bei*n  delegated  to  the 
Governor  in  his  commission.  It  is  because  I 
have  such  serious  doubts  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  proclamation  of  martial  law  in  this 
colony  that  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  that 
nothing  should  be  done  by  the  military 
authorities,  under  cloak  of  such  a  proclamation, 
whicli  will  provoke  an  application  to  the 
Su}»reme  Court,  whereby  such  proclamation 
might  be  dt'clared  null  and  void.  It  may  often 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
country  and  for  the  suppression  of  rebellion  to 
arrest  persons  suspected  of  crimes  without  the 
authonty  of  a  warrant  obtained  in  the  usual 
way.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  pro- 
clamation of  martial  law.  I  do  strongly  hold, 
however,  that  persons  so  arref^ted  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  civil  authorities  to  be  dealt 
with  by  them  by  the  ordinary  civil  procedure. 
The  object  of  martial  law  is  not  to  obtain 
convictions  against  persons  on  mere  suspicion 
or  on  evidence  which  would  not  be  recognised 
as  sufficient  in  Civil  Courts  of  Justice.  It  is, 
therefore,  highly  desirable  that  as  long  as  the 
Civil  Courts  are  open  all  persons  arrested  by 

Lord  Coleridge, 


the  military  for  the  commission  of  crimes 
against  the  laws  of  the  land  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  magistrates  to  be  dealt  with  by 
them." 

Again,  onNovember  27th,1899,dealing 
with  some  instructions  issued  by  General 
Buller  to  the  magistrates  with  regard  to 
martial  law,  Sir  Richard  Solomon  stated 
that — 

*'  The  establishment  of  special  Courts  for  the 
trial  of  civilians  for  the  otfences  specified  in 
General  Buller^s  im^tmctions  would  be  contrary 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  sentences 
of  such  Courts  would,  strictly,  be  illegal, 
and  would  have  to  be  legalised  by  an  Act 
of  Indemnity.  Paramotmt  necessity  may 
require  the  establishment  of  such  Courts  when 
the  Ci\dl  Courts  are  closed,  and  the  safety  of 
the  country  demands  the  prompt  trial  and 
punishment  of  persons  arrested  for  offences, 
and  in  such  cases  it  is  right  that  such  Courts 
should  be  established.  Where,  however,  the 
Civil  Courts  are  open  for  the  trial  of  offenders, 
I  must  again  point  out  how  necessary  it  is 
that  persons  arrested  by  the  military  au- 
thorities should  be  tried  in  the  ordinary  way 
by  duly  constituted  Courts.  The  fact  that  the 
Fentenceb  of  courts-martial  established  on  the 
pounds  of  paramount  necef>sity  are  ille^ 
18  an  additional  reason  for  my  earnest  desire 
to  have  all  peaaons,  where  possible,  tried  by 
legally  established  Courts." 

I  apologise  for  the  length  of  the  extracts 
I  have  read,  but  they  are  quotations 
hardly  one  word  of  which  could  be 
omitted.  Sir  Richard  Solomon,  who 
put  this  forward  as  his  interpretation  of 
the  law,  is  a  person  of  no  mean  im- 
portance. Since  writing  this  declaration 
he  has  been  appointed  to  a  high  office  in 
the  newly-annexed  territories,  and  he  is 
at  present  the  legal  adviser  to  Lord 
Milner.  Now,  I  have  two  or  three  very 
simple  questions  to  ask  the  Government. 
Were  Lord  Carnarvon's  Regulations 
brought  to  the  attention  of  Ix)rd 
Milner  ?  Did  Lord  Milner  and  the 
constitutional  legal  advisers  at  that 
time  approve  of  them  1  If  they  approved 
of  them,  why  have  they  not  been 
observed  1  Further,  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  Government  do  or  do 
not  asjree  with  the  law  as  expounded  by 
Sir  Richard  Solomon,  their  own  legal 
adviser  to  their  own  constituted 
authority.  I  submit  that  the  opinion  of 
Sir  Richard  Solomon  is  worthy  of  high 
regard,  and  that  it  is  being  daily  and 
hourly  violated  in  the  territories  defined 
in  my  Question.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
I  am  justified  on  all  grounds  in 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House 
to    this    state    of    things,  with  a  view, 
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if  possible,  to  its  being  altered  or  mitigated,  because  I  thiiik  the  observations  of  my 

I  am  well  aware  that  it  may  be  said  that  noble   and   learned    friend    on    the    last 

this  is  an  inopportune  moment  to  bring  occasion  and  today  would  lead  to  serious 

forward  this  question.     If  I  thought  that  misunderstandings  of  what  the  true  and 

the  ventilation  of  a  matter  of  this  supreme  proper  view  of  martial  law  is,  and  what 

importance  could  militate  in  the  smallest  are    the    true     principles     which      the 

degree  against  the  success  of  the  negotia-  Executive  should  consider  in  relation  to 

tions  for  peace,  I  should  be  the  last  to  it,  that  I  feel  impelled  to  address  your 

allude  to  it.     I  cannot  see  myself  how  the  Lordships. 

application  of   martial   law   to   territory        t   *  ^^       u  «i   «^    *u        •     •  i      t  4.u' 

^o-  ^«™^,,„,i   f *k  4^     e  Lot  me  go  back  to  the  prmciple  of  this 

tar  removed   from   the  seat  of   war  can    _  ..  \f  i  •  *.*^  r    4.u  u 

»^uoiKi.r  „«•««♦ .  4.*.'        *k  *  .  matter.      Mv   complamt   of    the    speech 

E^  nJi^nf  r.r^  negotiations  that  may  ■  ^^^   ,      ^^  ^^  J  ^^^   j        ^   ^  ^ 
be  passing  l>etween  the  combatants  ;  but,  ,      f       occasion  is  that  he  overiooks 

on  the  other  hand,  I  belitve  that  martial    alV^ether  as^       ^ions    who  sdS 
law  applied  in  this  way  constitutes  a  very    ^     ^  ^.u-        .  ui    /    u  i     i    j 

_^„i  „V  1      1- 1     \   *.    1     *     *u  •%    on       this     subject     have      overlooked, 

real  and  solid  obstacle  to  the  success  of  ,  .i        r     j  J^  i     j-  *•     i.-         •        ^.u 

*.k«  ...„  4.-4.-  Tu  1-    <t-      '  t<he     fundamental     distinction     in      the 

the  peace  negotiations      The  application  ,  difference     between     military    law    and 
ot  martial  la w- --martial  law  as  it  is  now  *•  i     i  n       4.u       i  \ 

«^.>i:    111-  J        ^      -Li.      martial     law.      On     the     last     occasion 

applied  — is   leading  every   day    to    the  ,  j   ^^^.j  ^^    ^.^^t   mv   noble  and    learned 

ateiidv  manufacture  of   recruits   for  the    r-j         *jr«i         u        •j-.Ui.u 
^«««/..        IT              *     -4.1.     *  u         4.U  i.    fnend  quoted  Ck)ke,  who  said  that  when 
enemy,  and  1  am  not  without  hope  that    ♦u    r^      *  4.-  i  i  *. 

•k«  .i;         :         f  *u        I.-    ...  -I         the  Courts  were  open  martial  law  cannot 

the  discussion  of  the  subject  may  induce  ,v  .i      jr    ^  .i      .•.       n 

^u^    /^t                  .     ^                  4.   •^  •  1  be  executed.    If  any  one  takes  the  trouble 

the    Uovernment    to    cease    to    impose    .  ,         r  n    ..u    j-         •         u-  u  4.     i 

martial    1  w    *      th         H*  t  '  r   1    t  ,  ^^^^^d  carefully  the  discussion  which  took 

o^  „^.     II    1-       .  tu      1^^  .  place  at  the  time  these  words  were  used, 

am  not  alluding  to  any  other  distnct^ —  F        -n    c    i    ^.u  *.   u  i      n  r*  ^ 

^u^  ^    ♦  '  /        ii-  ..     \.u  *.u  he  will   find   that  Hale,   Gomyn,   Coke, 

where  it  can  come  into  conflict  with  the        j      *u  -4.  j    u      iu  ui      i  -j 

^^'     „„  1  rp  •  J    4.U     4.        4.  and    others    cited    by    the     noble    lord 

ordinary   law.     To  my  mind,  the  truest  ,  .  f         ita         1 

advocate  for  peace  is  the  man  who  would  ,.  j  i"  ij?  ^    r  4.u      4.4.        4.    r 

.,^^«  *.Ur.  n       ^        4.  4.        •4.-     4.     -f       4.  '  applied  to  soldiers,  and  of  the  attempt  of 
urge  the  Government  to  mitigate,  if  not  ,  ^t    n  *        t  r*       1       •    ^• 

.^^ ^,     *u  4.     u-  u  •    •         ^1  4.     the  Crown  to  enforce  military  law  in  time 

to  remove,  that  which  IS, in  my  judgment,  I    ,  •  -r  a*         «.        -4.1. 

Krxfk  :ii       I      J  J-      *  *     4.U        ir         of  peace  on  civilians.     At  no  stage  m  the 

both  illegal  and  disastrous  to  the  welfare  ,  ,.  '^  •    r»    i-  4.        4.17^0  4.-4.- 

of  the  c  T  nv  discussions  in  Parliament  on  the  Petition 

^'  '  of  Right  did  any  question  arise  as  to  the 

♦1  ^«w^  AT  vi?i?cjTrkv^u   \f    T   -J      •       '  duty  of  the  Executive  when  there  was  a 

*LoRD ALvLKS ION h:  My lK)rG8, since  ^  /     £^              u      4.u    u-      1 

T  k«„«  u«^  *u     u              r           4.  •  state  of  war,  or  when  the  kingdom  was  m 

1  have  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  vour  j                 ^ru     e     ^         4.iu-4.-        t 
T  ^  1  1  .    ,  IT          T  u        -4.            J  I    ^danger.       Ihe   fundamental   objection    1 

Liordships    House,  1  have  intervened  but  .  1  °.              ui    r  •     j»           *•           1 4.u 

„^„„  «„»  I  .  •             J  u  4.         T«  4.U-  take  to  my  noble  fnend  s  question  and  the 

very  rarely  in  your  debates.     If  this  were  /i          j-4^u?u- 

„„  i^u *-       v..    ,          ..                  I.-    *  arguments  he  used  is  that  his  statements 

an  onlmary  political  question,  or  a  subject       s .  ,  •  4.     4.       j 

«^««  .«4^«^    J1-4.U          4,          il-       u  11-  and  arguments  are   only  consistent  and 

connected    with    party    politics,  holding  .? , ,       .^1^1           .^-      .^u  4.  u 

«>„    ^    «     4.       «:         T       u     1^      U4  •  reconcilable  with  the  position  that  he  was 

my    present     office,     1     should    abstain  ,  .               u     u  u         i.                1  • 

from   intervention   in    this   debate;   but  speaking,  or  should  have  been  speaking. 

after    careful    reflection    on    the    earlier    °^  ^^^'y   '*7,  "    ^^'"^'ng^'f^^^,.^™"^ 
speech  made  by  the  noble  and  learned    ■?*^"^  ^Z'   p  J!-       T p    w 

l!o.ti,  the  report  of   which  I  have  read,  «»''."«  °V  'Ta   "^^'S*"*'  '«,.'°*"y 

.„  1  V„,.;    f  1     .         u  4.    u      u  wnters  have  pointed  out,  no  question  of 

and    having    regard     to    what    he    has  ^.  ,  1  ^      .  u  a  'tu 

„'j    4.^  1    ^    T       1  •    •        4.  martial  law  properly  so  called  arose.     The 

said    today,     1   ask    permission    to    say         ^-  1  1  „    u-  i.  u  j  4.u      4.    u    i-  j 

f   „      "^     ,  ..l'^     r  4.      4.U  martial  law  which  had  then  to  be  discussed 

a     few    words     with    reference    to    the  4.u      u  1         r  4.u     a         u  n »»       j 

_  .^  rpv  ^.  •     1     •  was  the  old  law  of  the  "marshall,     and 

matter.       Ihe     question     raised     is     a  ,     ,        .1  .         .        ,         ...  ..',    ,  _ 

..1  J     i?    •       1      1  4    I  had   nothing    to    do    with    martial    law 

vital   one,  and    it    is    closely   connected  1        ^      ,,   ,       ,  »        h    th      t  'o 

with  some  of  the  most  important  interests  PP^^                   »              ^ 

r   »i      u                 J    4.U     J  ^-         r    4.U  names    have   often   been   confused.     All 

of   the   Lmpire   and   the  duties    of    the  .1     ^  _i                ^1         ,.••,.          ^    ^ 

t?        »•          T  u  J  4U       -I       r     *      I  those  who  were  then  striving  to  protect 

Executive.     I  had  the  privilege  for  twelve  ..     •  4.       4.     r  4.u           1                  14.- 

.    u  4.U      I  :        ru     1  4.    \T  •    *  '  the  interests  of  the  people  were  protesting 

yearstobetheadviserof  Her  late  Majesty  s  ,        •4.^i.i-«        '^•4.-  e 

u                 4    •     4.U          •4.-        f   A*:^  against    the   Crown    in   times   of   peace 

Government  in  the  position  of  Attorney  .  ^  .        .  .,.        ,            .,.^        4.  -u       1 

n          1       J  J  »:  ^  4.U  4.  4.-       u              ,  trying  civilians  by  a  military  tnbunal  as 

General,  and  dunng  that  time  it  was  my  ,/  .  ^    .  ,    ,    f          th        rd*            C  'I 

duty  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  this  ^     ^^      1    -.  r         4.1."^      •  4.     r 

.     *^     1     , *         J.  #  _  Courts;  and   it  was  from  that  point  of 

question,  not  merely  by  reading  a   few  01         j  r^  1  1 

jL  \        ♦4.11/  u  view  Hale  and  Coke  spoke, 

passages  from  text-books  or  from  speeches,  '^ 

but  by  endeavouring  to  get  to  the  bottom        Side  by  side  with  this  military  law  now 

of  the  matter  and  its   principle.     It  is    embodied  in  the  Mutiny  Acts,  by  which 
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soldiers  are  governed  in  times  of  peace 
and  war  bv  the  military  codes,  there 
was  martial  law  as  we  are  dealing  witii 
it  today,  and  as  recognised  by  Hale 
and  Coke,  and  by  the  great  writers  who 
have  written  on  the  subject.  What  is 
that  ]  That  is  the  law  by  which  it  is 
the  paramount  duty  of  the  Executive 
to  do  what  is  necessary  to  defend  the 
Commonwealth  against  the  King's 
enemies.  That  is  the  root  and  founda- 
tion of  martial  law.  The  martial  law 
founded  on  necessity  arises  solely  from 
the  duty  of  the  Executive  and  the 
Government  of  the  day  to  protect  His 
Majesty's  dominions.  Vice-Chancellor 
Kent  says  — 

'*  Martial  law  is  qaite  different  from 
ordinary  military  law ;  it  is  justified  by  para- 
mount necessity  and  proclaimed  by  a  mihtary 
chief." 

I  could  quote  many  other  passages 
▼hich  show  how  clearly  he  appreciated 
the  distinction.  The  acta  must  be  acts 
done  by  necessity  for  the  defence  of  the 
Commonwealth  where  there  is  war 
within  the  realm.  These  are  the 
justifications  of  martial  law — the  safety 
of  British  possessions  and  the  security 
of  British  lives  and  property.  The 
whole  question  is — Is  there  such  a 
state  of  war  or  rebellion  that  it  cannot 
be  put  down  by  the  civil  authority,  or 
by  the  military  authorities  acting  under 
the  orders  of  the  civil  authorities?  I 
should  not  detain  your  Lordships  on  this 
part  of  the  subject,  but  for  the  extra- 
ordinary arguments  used  on  former 
occasions  and  repeated  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  distinction  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  great  American 
writers ;  it  was  explained  by  Lord  Broug- 
ham in  the  great  Demarara  debates,  it 
has  been  written  on  by  Professor  Dicey, 
by  Finlason,  and  by  one  of  the  most 
philosophic  lawyers  of  the  present 
day,  Sir  Frederick  Pollock ;  and  therefore 
I  submit  that,  unless  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  is  able  to  show  that  his 
demands  are  consistent  with  martial  law 
as  I  have  ventured  to  explain  it,  great 
mischief  lurks  in  his  question.  I  am  speak- 
ing, of  course,  of  martial  law  in  the  sense 
to  which  I  have  referred — namely,  that 
law  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
to  establish  for  the  protection  of  the  king- 
dom. What  does  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  say  1     He  says  that   because  in 
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sonie  parts  of  a  territory,  however  large, 
the  Courts  may  be  open,  there  cannot  be 
martial  law  iu  the  sense  I  have  indicated. 
He  endeavours  to  drive  those  who  hold 
my  view  into  maintaining  the  position 
that  if  there  is  war  somewhere,  there 
might  be  martial  law  anywhere.  There 
cannot  be  a  greater  travesty  of  the  argu- 
ments I  am  supporting;  because  the 
foundation  of  martial  law  is  necessity, 
and  the  limits  of  what  the  Executive 
may  do  under  Martial  Law  is  limited 
by  that  necessity.  They  have  not  the 
abstract  or  absolute  right  of  suddenly 
saying  that  the  Courts  shall  not  ait. 
But  at  the  same  time  they  are  bound 
to  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  maintain  the  safety  of  the  Empire, 
and  to  protect  the  whole  Empire  against 
the  King  s  enemies.  This  is  no  duty  of 
the  Government  different  from  the  duty 
of  private  individuals,  except  in  degree. 
The  mayors  of  towns  and  other  re- 
sponsible authorities,  if  riot  and  rebelUon 
take  place,  have  the  duty  to  enforce  a  kind 
of  martial  law ;  and  there  is  only  a  greater 
and  paramount  duty  on  the  Government 
not  to  hesitate  or  falter  in  the  matter, 
but,  if  the  necessity  demands  it  to  declare 
martial  law  and  put  it  in  force. 

My  noble  and  learned  friend  suggested 
that,  because  the  Courts  are  open  in  some 
places,  there  can  be  no  martial  law  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  these  Courts.  There 
is  the  highest  authority  for  saying  that 
for  many  years  those  who  have  had  the 
responsibility  of  advising  the  Crown  have 
taken  a  different  view.  I  would  appeal 
to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Robert  Henley  and 
the  hon.  Charles  Yorke,  Attorney  General 
and  Solicitor  General — no  me/in  authori- 
ties— and  I  refer  to  them  only  because  the 
opinion  was  delivered  150  years  ago.  In 
1757,  in  dealing  with  this  question,  they 
used  these  words,  directly  negativing  the 
main  proposition  of  my  noble  and  learned 
friend — 

* '  By  proclamation  of  martial  law  the  ordinary 
course  of  law  and  justice  is  not  suspended  or 
stopped  any  further  than  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  answer  the  then  militaiy  service  of  the  public 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  province." 

I  am  expressing  my  own  opinion,  formed 
as  the  result  of  the  study  of  many  writings 
and  speeches  on  this  subject ;  and  I  say 
that  if  the  Executive,  when  they  proclaim 
martial  law,  unnecessarily  put  an  end  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Civil  Courts,  they 
are    exceeding     their    authority.      The 
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mere  fact  of  the  sitting  of  a  Court  linked  though  the  parts  are  by  telegraph 
in  thifi  or  that  district  cannot  have  any  '  and  the  present  means  of  communication, 
bearing  on  the  question  under  discus  there  may  be  a  Court  sitting.  The  Exe- 
aion.  We  are  not  in  the  same  position  cutive  are  l)ound  to  do  what  is  necessary, 
in  the  point  of  view  of  communications  The  action  of  officers  in  proclaiming 
as  we  were  250  years  ago.  Have  tele-  martial  law  may  afterwards  be  tried  in 
graphs  and  railways  made  no  difference?  the  Civil  Courts,  and,  unless  it  can  be 
Such  an  area  as  the  noble  and  learned  shown  that  the  officers  acted  bomi  fide, 
Lord  referred  to  must  comprise  many  they  may  be  and  have  been  mulcted  in 
thousands  of  square  miles.  May  there  diimages.  I  will  not  discuss  the  difficult 
not  be  [going  on  in  that  district  action  question  as  to  how  far  the  necessity  of 
Aimed  at  the  Government  and  British  the  act  could  be  inquired  into,  but  it 
dominion,  even  though  the  Court  may  is  perfectly  plain  that  on  the  ques- 
be  sitting  in  the  very  town  where  that  tion  of  bf>mt  fides  the  act  may  be 
action  is  going  on  ]  To  limit,  or  attempt  challenged.  The  justification  of  what 
to  limit,  the  authority,  duty,  and  respon- 1  is  done  under  martial  law  does  not  rest 
sibility  of  the  Executive,  and  to  enable  ^"  ^he  fact  that  the  acts,  illegal  in  them- 
the  Executive  to  shift  that  responsibUity  ,  selves,  will  afterwards  be  justified  by  an 
on  to  the  shoulders  of  the  Civil  Courts,  ^^  ^^  indemnity.  The  justification  rests 
would  be  to  invite  them  to  abandon  their  .  on  the  necessity  of  the  action,  and  that  is 
responsibility  and  to  decline  their  duties,    judged  by  circumstances  which  can  gener- 

ally  only  be  known  to  the  Government  of 
What  is  the  real  necessity  for  martial  the  day.  If,  in  such  a  discussion  as  this, 
law  ]  It  is  the  presence  of  the  King's  the  idea  is  to  be  supported  that  Governors 
enemies,  public  or  secret.  You  may  I  of  colom'es  and  others  can  only  act  with 
have  enemies  working  etifectively  against  the  permission  of  the  Civil  Courts,  there 
you,  although  there  is  no  armed  force  is  an  end  to  anything  like  responsibility 
within  200  miles.  A  military  com-  i  or  effective  action  on  the  part  of  the 
mander  may  get  information  which  it  Executive.  I  do  not  know  in  the  least 
h  quite  impossible  for  him  to  publish,  ^^at  the  answer  of  the  Government  may 
and  his  paramount  duty  mav  be  to  i  ^*^  *  ^"t  if  as  was  sUted  in  one  of  the 
take  action  in  consequence. "  Is  he  '  discussions,  these  Courts  were  sitting  at 
to  go  to  the  Courts  and  ask  for  an  ^^^  ^^f ^"^^  ""[  ^^^  Executive,  it  is  in 
injunction  or  a  mandnmus.  when  the  accordance  with  procedent.  If  the 
man  is  at  that  moment  sendin-  informa-  Commander-in-Uuef  has  meases  in  which 
tion  to  the  enemy  or  taking  action  which    Il^?f.  co'J^'^lered  desirable,  craved  in  aid 

may  in  a  few  days  develop  into  a  crisis  ?  f"^  ^^"1  ^7^^'  ^^^  ^^^  l^^^"f  ^^^^ 

T^   frk^  .«:i%            .,*.u  ^:..     *          •*         J  be  exactlv  the  same  as  has  been  found  m 

Is  the  military   authority  to  wait,  and  ^    *                           ,  .  ,         _.•  i  i 

-r^^f  *.^    ««.     «*i  4.1-    f^'  '\  n     ^  \.        •  a  great  many  cases  in  which  martial  law 

not  to  act  until  the  Civil  Court  has  given  i  ^  ,            /,  t  u  j     -^u     4, 

«,,*u     :*    1     rpL            14.     f  *u  ..         ^  1  u  has  been  established  without  question, 

authority?    The  result  of  that  would  be  j  ^         j  ^^^^   ^^          ^^J  ^^, 

that  the  responsibility  which  now  rests  ^^^  ^J?,^.^^  ,^j„  ^(  ^.^^^^,  j^  ^^^^ 
with  the  Executive  under  martial  law  ^^  .„^  ^j^^  ^^  ^,1  .^estions  of  military 
would  not  rest  with  them,  but  with  the  ,^,^|  ^^  •  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^,i  questions 
^ivil  tribunals  Therefore,  my  noble  and  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^ye  j^^^  in  times 
learned  friend ;  whose  opinion  I  value,  ^^f  p^ace,  there  is  a  paramount  and  exist- 
by  asking  whether  the  Courts  are  i„^  d^tv  and  authority  of  the  Executive 
fitting  here  and  there,  and  by  endeavour-  to  put  ui  force  martial  law  as  we  under- 
ing  to  show  that  the  Government  have  stand  it  for  the  protection  of  the  colony  ; 
been  guilty  of  illegal  acts,  and  that  the  and  if  on  consideration  my  noble  and 
Executive  have  had  no  right  to  proclaim  learned  ir'xewd  feels  that  I  have  ac  any 
martial  law,  is  approaching  the  question  rate  pointed  out  to  him  some  grounds 
in  the  wrong  way.  Let  him,  if  he  can,  |  for  thinking  that  the  distinction  that  he 
argue  that  there  has  been  no  necessity  has  drawn  is  not  well-founded,  and  that 
for  martial  law  at  all.  Hut  I  protest  he  could  only  use  the  argument  he  used 
against  its  being  stated  by  lawyers  I  in  your  Lonlships' House  some  five  weeks 
that  the  Government  are  powerless '  ago  by  for  the  moment  forgetting  the 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  protect ,  point  of  view  from  which  the  learned 
the  Empire  and  any  part  of  the  dominions  writers  to  whom  he  referred  were  speak- 
of  the  King  because  in  this  or  that  part,  \  ing — if,    as    I    have    said,    there  exists 
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this   duty    and    this  responsibility,   will 
it    not    also    occur    to    him    that    very 
great    harm    may    be    done     to     those 
who  are  responsible  by  such  debates  as 
these  ?    Here  are  men  acting  7,000  miles 
away ;  they  ought   not  to  wish  to  act 
under  the  direct  instruction  of  anybody 
at  home ;  if  they  do  they  neglect  their 
duty.     The  responsibility  is  theirs;    we 
ought  not  to  increase  the  burden  of  their 
responsibility;    and    I    do    respectfully 
submit  to  your  Lordships  that  if  the  state 
of  things  in  the  Cape  Colony  was  such  as 
I  have  no  doubt  it  was,  although  I  have 
no  information  beyond  what  I  have  seen 
in  the  public  papers,  that  proclamation  of 
martial   law   was  justified.      If  for  the 
safety  of  the    Empire  and    the    safety 
of    the    colony    it    was    necessary   that 
martial    law    should    be    enforced,   that 
arrests   should  take   place,   that    houses 
should  be  entered  without  legal  authority, 
then  I  do  respectfully  submit  to  my  noble 
and  learned  friend  that  the  fact  that  a 
Court  was  sitting  in  this  place  or  that 
place   and   discharging   its   duty   is    im- 
material, and  to  raise  the  suggestion  that 
there   cannot    be    martial    law    because 
Courts  are  sitting  is  to  lose  sight  of  the 
principles  upon  which  alone  martial  law 
is  justified,  and  to  put  responsibility  upon 
the  shoulders  of  those  who  ought  not  to 
bear  it. 


♦The  UNDERSECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Lord  Raglan):  My  Lords, 
as  Cape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth,  and  East 
London  have  been  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  War  bases  of  the  British 
Army  in  South  Africa,  they  have  been 
continually  the  scenes  of  military  opera- 
tions  since  war  was  declared. 

♦Lord  COLERIDGE:  By  miUtary 
operations  I  do  not  mean  merely  the 
moving  of  troops  from  place  to  place,  but 
military  operations  of  an  active  character 
which  might  possibly  have  involved 
casualties. 

♦Lord  RAGLAN:  It  would  entail  much 
reference  to  Lord  Kitchener  and  much 
work  on  the  Staff  in  South  Africa  to  draw 
up  a  detailed  and  full  Report  of  all  the 
coUisions  with  the  enemy  which  have 
taken  place  within  the  area  of  30»000 
square  miles  as  to  which  the  noble  Lord 
asks  for  information.  No  general  action 
of    magnitude  has  taken   place  within 

Lord  Alver stone. 


that  area,  but  it  may  be  said  that  there 
has  been  a  large  amount  of  fighting  over 
the  greater  proportion  of  it.    In  most  cases 
this   fighting    has   consisted   chiefly   of 
collisions  between  hostile  patrols,  and  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  give  exact 
numbers  as  to  the  force  engaged  on  either 
side  or  the  actual  casualties.   Six  hundred 
miles  of  coast   line  could   not   be    ade- 
quately protected  from  constant  import 
tation  of  arms  and  ammuiution  without 
the  application  of  military  force,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact  it  was  found  that  large 
amounts,  both  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
were  being  landed  and  supplied  to  the 
King's  enemies.     Supposing  it  was  true 
that   no  conflicts    whatever  had  taken 
place  within  that  area  of  30,000  square 
miles,    it   would  only   prove    that    His 
Majesty's  forces  were  sufficient  to  prevent 
any    such  supplies    being  given   to  the 
enemy;  and  the  Return  moved  for  by 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord   would   be 
entirely  misleading  if  the  inference  were 
drawn  from  it  that  there  was,  therefore, 
no  occasion  whatever  for  the  imposition 
of  martial   law   in   these  districts.   My 
answer  will  cover  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord's  last  question,  and  I  merely  give 
that  answer  in  illustration  of  the  difficulty 
of  replying  to  questions  at  such  a   dis- 
tance,   put    by  those  who  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  military  situation. 


♦Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD :  My 
noble  friend  has  explained  the  difficulties 
which  exist  in  making  a  Return,  and 
I  wish  in  a  few  woiSs  to  state  the 
somewhat  broader  grounds  of  objec  ion 
to  this  Motion  entertained  by  His 
Majesty's  Government.  I  hope  1  may 
ask  my  noble  and  learned  friend  in 
what  sense  he  has  moved  this  Motion. 
If  it  is  academic,  it  is  useless;    if  it  is 

Sractical,  it  is  dangerous  and  mischievous. 
\i&  Majesty's  Government  are  unwilling 
that  those  who  are  absent  should  suppose 
that  the  Government  at  home  are  not 
mindful  of   the  necessity  of   protecting 
them   from   attack.     I  am  not  for  on© 
moment  about  to  throw    responsibility 
upon  those  who  constitutionally  repre- 
sent the  Government  of  the  Cape  Colony. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  do  so,  and  that  is 
what   I    wish    to  avoid.     I   know    not 
against  whom   my  noble   and  learned 
friend   makes  this   attack.     I   hope  *ft 
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makes  it  against  His  Majesty's  Govern-  one    hour    and    in   a  few    hours    with 

ment  only;   and  it  is  sufficient  for   me  weapons      in     their      hands      fighting 

now  to  say  that  the  Government  believe  against     us.      There    were     men    who 

that  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  were  '  passed  through  the  country  contraband 

necessary,  legal,  and  wisely  taken,  and  of  war,  and  there  were  ships  delivering 

desire  to  accept  the  full  responsibility  for  contraband  of  war  on  the  coasU.     What 

what  has  occurred.    That  being  so,  let  me  is  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  suggestion? 

point    out    to    my    noble   and    learned  His  suggestion  is  that  Lord  Kitchener 

iriend    that   the  position  he  has  taken  should  have  sent  to  some  Court  which 

up  in  regard  to  the  imposition  of   this  was  sitting   for  a   warrant  to  enter   a 

law  is   not   quite  accurate  in  point   of  farmer's  house  and  search  for  arms ;  that 

fact.     He  asked —  he  should  lay  an  information  before  one 

**  Have  you  sent  out  to  the  Cape  Colony  the  ^^  ^^®  Courts  in  order  to  seize  contraband 
instructions  which  Lord  Carnarvon  gave  twenty-  of  war  landed  on  the  CoaSt.  The  noble 
five  years  ago  in  relation  to  martial  law  ? "  ^nd  learned  Lord  contends,  as  the  Lrd 

His  Majesty's  Government  have  not  sent  Chief  Justice  pointed  out,  that  because 
them  out,  and  if  they  hud,  I  think  at  some  distant  spot  a  Court  was  sitting 
they  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  '  the  efforts  of  our  military  forces  were  to 
serious  act  of  unconstitional  interference,  be  paralysed,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
Those  instructions  were  sent  out  to  to  be  done  to  stop  the  state  of  things 
Crown  colonies.  Why  should  we  tell  the  existing.  Lord  Kitchener  acted  as  a 
Government  of  the  Cape  Colony  how  soldier  was  bound  to  act.  Nothing  was 
they  should  act  under  constitutional  arbitrarily  done.  When  these  represen- 
government?  They  have  there  a  Ministry  tations  were  made,  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg, 
representing  gthe  rights  of  the  people  in  who  had  shown  himself  to  be  a  most 
that  colony  as  much  as  His  Majesty's  constitutional  Minister,  went  to  Pretoria, 
Government  represent  the  rights  of  the  He  had  an  interview  with  Lord  Kitchener, 
people  here,  and,  as  a  fact,  they  were  and  arrangements  were  made  as  to  the 
most  watchful  of  the  interests  of  the  terms  upon  which  martial  law  should  be 
civilian  population,  and  jealous  of  any  ,  proclaimed.  Those  terms  involved  the 
unconstitutional  deaUng  with  them  in  '  protection  of  the  civil  population,  and 
the  exercise  of  martial  law.  I  those     terms     having      been     effected. 


My  noble  friend  has  quoted  proceedings 
which   took  place  in  1899.     Soon  after 


martial  law    was   proclaimed.      It    was 
not    an    arbitrary    proclamation,     but 


the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  Attorney  ^^^  ^^^^  charge  of  by  SirW.  Hely- 
General  of  the  Cape  Colony  pointed  Hutchinson,  the  Governor  of  the  Cape 
out  that  the  exercise  of  martial  Colony.  The  proclamation  was  counter- 
law  would  interfere  with  civil  signed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
rights.  He  was  acting  then  as  the  ^nd  by  Sir  J.  Gordon  Sprigg  the 
defender  of  the  civilian  population.     But  Prime    Minister.      He   had    consented. 


time    went   on,  and   unfortunately   the 
Cape  Colony  became  honeycombed  with 


who  had  been  fighting  the  battle  against 
martial  law  as  long  as  the  civilian  view 


treason   and    treachery.    There    was    a  |  ^^^^  prevail.     And  now  the  noble  Lord 

state   of    things   existing   there    which  ^^Y^  **  Have  you  sent  out  Lord   Carnar- 

rendered  it  impossible  for  His  Majesty's  von'smstructions  given  twenty-five  years 

soUiers    to    control    the    war    without  ^S^  ^ "    There  is  proof  that  the  civilian 

the   assistance   of    martial    law.      Lord  element,    the    Constitutional     element, 

Kitchener    made    that    representation.  ^^®^     "^^^^    ^^^^    inasmuch    as    they 

He  said  he  was  paralysed  in  his  action  demanded    that    a    Board    should     be 

by  traitors  and  rebek  there,  and  it  was  appomted    with    civilians    upon    it    to 

necessary    that   martial  law  should   be  ^^^  ^^^  complaint  of  any  human  being 

proclaimed     He    had    to    deal    with   a  injured  by   martial  law,  and  to    make 

condition  of  things  which  probably  no  ^""  compensaMon  to  any  such    person 

•oldier   has    had    to  deal   with    before,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  colony ;  and 

There  were  rebels  all  round  him,  not  ^"^re  was  a  proclamation  to  that  effect 

armed  forces  with  distinctive   uniforms  ^7  Major-General  Kelly, 

ao    that    he    might    know    they    were  I     am     sorry   to   have  detained    the 

lioetiie   forces,  but   men  at  the  plough  |  House    so    long,    but     His     Majesty  a 
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•Government  feel  strongly  on  this  quea- 

tlon.      I    really    am    not    desirous     to 

-come    into      conflict    with    my    noble 

friend,   but   I    can    assure    him     that 

these  Motions  do  no  good,  and  can  do, 

and  are  doing,  a    great   deal  of   harm. 

Are  we  to  tdl  loyal  subjects  who  have    omAmo         rxiT^TA    ymi     t^    i     r  tt 
never  asked  him  L  repreient  them  that !  ^TATE  for  INDIA  (The  Earl  of  Hard- 


fact  that  this  animal  is  not  only  rare  but 
practically  harmless,  instructions  will  be 
given  to  His  Excellency  to  prevent  this 
wanton  slaughter  and  extermination. 

The     under      SECRETARY     of 


we  care  not  for  their  protection  by 
martial  law,  or  to  tell  their  enemie-! 
that  there  are  people  in  this  country 


wicke)  :  In  reply  to  the  first  part  of  the 
noble  Marquess's  Question,  the  equip- 
ment  of   this    corps   is  entirely  in  the 

the  further 


who  condemn  His  Majesty's  Govern- ,  Jiandsof  the  Viceroy.  As  to 
ment  ?  No  doubt  the  speech  of  the  '  Question,  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  give  my 
noble  Lord  will  read  better  than  it  has  I  °°^^«  ^"e^A  ''^^  af.ui-ance  that  the 
sounded  to  us.  It  wiU  sound  weU  in  Secretary  of  State  will  mUjrfere  with  the 
Dutch.  It  will  be  read  in  every  camp  7'*^^"^  *  discretion  m  the  matter ;  but 
where  our  enemies  are.  They  will  hope,  \  J,™*^  mention  that  the  Impenal  Cadet 
and  believe,  that  there  are  friends  and ,  ^^"^  T^^  ^o'^""^  f  '*5°*y  °*<^"' 
allies  in  this  country  who  are  wiUing  to  ''^^^  *^*'.  f^  ^  referred  to  were 
condemn  everything  done  by  the  British  purchased  by  the  Government,  as 
Government,  and  have  nothing  but  *^«y  ^^""^  **>*'  ^^1  consignment 
words  of  encouragement  to  give  to  '''«»  "1  '•»«  T""^*'  Tn  ^}f  therefore  no 
the  enemies  of  their  country.  ""«^  \to^vA^  were  killed  for  the  purnose 

•^  of  securing  these  skms.     With  regard   to 

the  harmless  nature  of  the  animal,  I  think 
♦Lord  COLERIDGE:    I     understand    that  is  an  open  question, 
that   I  have  no  right  of  reply  ;  but    I 

should  like  to  ask  the  noble  and  learned     MATRIMONIAL  CAUSES  ACTS  AMEND- 
Lord  if  he  can  tell  me  what  the  Colonial  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^"•''•^• 

Office  Despatch  was  which  Lord  Milner        Read    3*    (according    to    order),    and 
gave  to  his  Ministers  on  January  4th,    passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 
1900,   if    it  was  not  Lord    Carnavon's 

circular.     May  I  also  ask  whether  it  is  NAVAL  PRIZE  BILL[h.l.]. 

not  the  fact  that  in  the  year  1878,  that         .  ,  j    /  j- 

circular  was  submitted   by  Sir  M.  Hicks        Amendments   reported    (according    to 
Beach    to   the  then  (Governor   of   Cape    ^"^^^^^  *^^  ^^"  ^  ^  ^^*^  ^*  Tomorrow. 

Colony,  which  was  not  a  Crown  Colony? 

DUNDEE  CORPORATION  LIBRARIES 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

♦Lord  JAMES   of  HEREFORD  :  The        Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ; 

-circular   may    have   been   submitted   to    to  be  printed ;  and  (pursuant  to  the  Private 

him     for     his     information;     but     no    legislation     Procedure    (Scotland)    Act, 

instructions  have   ever  been  given  to  a    1899)  deemed  to  have  been  read  2**,  and 

Constitutional  Governor  as   to  the  way    reported  from  the  Committee.     (No.  51.) 

in  which  he  should  administer  a   Con- , 

^titutional  Colony.  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 

I  ORDERS  (No.  2)    BILL.     (No.  52). 

LN-DtA-IMPERIAL^CADET  C()RPS-  ELECTRIC  LIGHTI.VO  PROVISIONAL 

THE  MARQUESS  ok   AILESBURY:        ^^'^^f'^  '^■"- ="  ""'"^'^     <~°-  ^^ 
My   Lords,   I    beg   to    ask  the    Under        Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  !•; 
Secretary  of  State  for  India    whether    ^    ^    pnnted  ;    and    referred    to    the 
the    Viceroy  of    India's    attention    has '  f-x^nuners. 
teen  drawn  to  the  public  statement  that 
part    of    the    equipment    of    the    new  Honse  adjounied  at  twenty -five 

Imperial  Cadet  Cor^  is  to  consist  of  a  ;                           "^^TJt^^^'^^^h 
saddle   cloth   of   the   skm   of  the   snow                              ocloik. 
Jeopard,    and   whether    in    view    of  the  

Lord  James  of  Hereford, 


1165  PnmUBiU  {24  April  1902} 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  24th  Apnl,  1902. 


Business, 


1166 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (PETITION  FOR  AD- 
DITIONAL PROVISION)  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPUED  WITH). 


The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.    Speaker  laid    upon    the  Table- 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
«ase  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the    Lords  and  referred   on    the   First 
Reading  thereof,   the   Standing   Orders  |      As  amended,   considered;  to  be  read 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which !  the  third  time. 
Jire  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 


Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
vision in  the  following  Bill,  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
vi«  : — 

London  and  North-Western  Railway 
BiU. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

WREXHAM  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 


with,  viz. : — 
Plymouth,     Devonport,     and   South- 
western    Junction    Railway     Bill 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  [Lords] 
(S  PANDING  ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED 
WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 


SCARBOROU(iH  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

NORWICH  CORPORATION  (ELEC- 
TRICITV,  ETC.)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.* 

YORK  CORPORATION  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
in  pursuance  of  Standing  Order  No.  83, 
relating  to  Private  Bills,  informed  the 
House   that,    in   his   opinion,   the    York 


from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  |  Corporation  Bill,  though  unopposed,  ought 
for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the    ^^  ^^  treated  as  an  opposed  Private  Bill. 
T>.*.^       r^-4.1--.  r^ii  D.ii  *.««        Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


Petition  for  the  following  Bill,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  the  Standing  Orders  have 
not  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

Imperial  Institute  Bill  [Lords]. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  B). 
Mr.  Cawley  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee   on   Group    B   of    Private    Bills, 
Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  referred    That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the 
to   the   Select   Committee  on  Standing   Committee  had  adjourned   till  Monday 
Orders.  1  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (STANDING 
ORDERS  APPLICABLE  THERETO 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
-case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  | 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with,  viz.  : — 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional    Orders 
(No.  4)  BiU. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
Cinie  tomorrow. 


Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  J). 

The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
informed  the  House  that  the  Coiuraittee 
on  Group  J  of  Private  Bills  not  Iwing 
appointed  to  meet  until  Tuesday  next, 
the  parties  promoting  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1) 
[Mallow]  Bill,  which  was  set  down  for 
consideration  on  the  first  (lav  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee,  had  appeared 
before  him  and  proved  that  the  evidence 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Browne,  Insj)ector  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland,  was 
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essential  to  their  case,  and  that  his 
attendance  could  not  be  procured  with- 
out the  inten'ention  of  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Dr.  Thomas 
Browne  do  attend  the  Committee  on 
Group  J  of  Private  Bills  on  Tuesday 
next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Wadhurst  Gas 
Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 


PETITIONS, 


EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)  BILL. 

Petitions  for  alteration :  From  Milton 
and  Bedlingtonshire ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

INEBRIATES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Lanark,  in  favour  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Pickering 
and  Tyldesley ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED 
WIFE'S  SISTER  BILL. 

Petition  from  Bussage,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Guisborough,  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUOURS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Middles- 
brough (three),  Grangetown,  Sheffield, 
Worcester,  Bradford  (Yorkshire),  and 
Wadsley  Bridge ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  PROSECUTIONS  BILL. 

Petition  from  King's  Lynn,  in  favour  : 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


ELECTRIC  LKiHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 


DUTIES  ON  BRITISH  GOODS  (FOREIGN 

COUNTRIES). 

Return  ordered,  **of  the  rates  of 
import  duties  levied  in  European 
countries,  the  United  States,  and  Japaa 
upon  the  produce  and  manufactures  of 
the  United  Kingdom.*'— (Jfr.  GerM 
BoUfaur,) 

MAINTENANCE  OF  ROADS  IN  RURAL 
DISTRICTS  OF  ADMINISTRATIVE 
COUNTIES  IN  IRELAND. 

Return  ordered, '*  for  the  year  ended 
31st  day  of  March,  1901,  setting  out 

(a)  The  name  of  each  administrative 
county  in  Ireland ; 

(b)  The  mileage  of  roads  (including 
main  roads  Maintained  in  each 
rural  district) ; 

(c)  The  average  cost  of  maintenance 
per  mile  of  such  roads  (includ- 
ing main  roads) ; 

(d)  The  mileage  of  main  roads  in 
each  rural  district ; 

(e)  The  average  cost  of  maintenance 
per  mile  of  such  main  roads  ; 

(f)  Total  mileage  of  roads  under  (b) 

in  each  county ; 

(g)  Total  mileage  of  main  roads 
under  (d)  in  each  county  ; 

(h)  ITie  total  expenditure  on  roads 

under  (b)  in  each  county  ; 
(k)  The  total  expenditure  on  main 

roads  under  (d)  in  each  county ; 
(1)  Average  cost  of  maintenance  per 

mile  of  roads  under  (b)  in  each 

county ; 
(m)  Average    cost  of   maintenance 

per  mile  of  main  roads  under 

(d)  in  each  county  ; 
all   particulars   to    be  in  respect  of  the 
said  period.*'— (A/r.  Kennedy.) 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  (GENERAL 

REPORT.) 

Copy  presented  of  General  Report  by 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Northern 
Division  of  Scotland  for  the  year  1901 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PROSECUTION  OF  OFFENCES  ACT 
1879  AND  1884. 


Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  stat- 1  Return  presented  relative  thereto 
ing  the  nature  of  the  proposals  contained  I  [Address  23rd  April ;  Mr,  Jesse  Collings]-, 
m  the  Provisional   Orders  included   in  i  i;    ,.  ^.u    rr  ui        j  ..    u        •  *^ 

the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders   ^J""  »P«°  '*'«  ^able,  and  to  be  pnnt«L 
(No.  4)  BiU."— (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)         i  1^0.  154.] 
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WARS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  AND  CHINA 
(COST  AND  EXPENDITURE). 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
{ordered  17tn  April ;  Mr,  Sydney  BujUm] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  165.] 

NATIONAL  DEBT  ANNUITIES. 

Account  presented  of  the  gross  amount 
of  all  bank  annuities  and  any  annuities 
for  terms  of  years  transferred,  and  of  all 
auras  of  money  paid  to  the  Commissioners 
for  the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 
and  the  ^oss  amount  of  annuities  for 
lives  and  lor  terms  of  years,  etc.,  granted 
within  the  year  ended  5th  January,  1902 
fby  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  156.] 

CAPE  OF  (;OOD  HOPE  ORSERVATORY. 

Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the 
Astronomer  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  for  the  year  1901  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Copy  presented  of  Return  of  Farm 
Buildings,  etc.,  in  Cape  Colony  and 
Natal  destroyed  by  the  Boers  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SOUTH  AFRICA  (DESPATCHES.) 
Copy  presented  of  Despatch  by  (General 
Lord  Kitchener,  dated  8th  March,  1902, 
relative  to  military  operations  in  South 
Africa  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE 
(ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND,  AND  IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  "showing,  for  the 
year  ended  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  (1) 
the  amount  contributed  by  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  respectively,  to  the 
Revenue  collected  by  Imperial  officers  ; 
(2)  the  expenditure  on  English,  Scottish, 
and  Irish  services  met  out  of  such 
Revenue ;  and  (3)  the  balances  of 
Revenue  contributed  by  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland  respectively  which  are 
available  for  Imperial  expenditure  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
90,  of  Session  1901)."— (3fr.  Lough,) 

CUSTOMS  IMPORT  DUTIES. 
Return  ordered,  "giving  the  name  of 
each  article  on  which  the  proposed 
Customs  Import  Duties  of  3d.  and  5d. 
respectively  will  be  charged  with  the 
quantities  of  each  imported  during  the 
financial  year  ended  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1902,  and  the  respective  amounts 
which  each  article  would  have  con- 
tributed to  the  revenue  had  the  proposed 
Duty  then  been  in  operation. 


Name  or 

description 

of  article. 


Onantity  imported 

during  year  ended 

3l8t  March,  1902 


Rate  of  duty. 


Amoiinta  which  would 

have  been  contributed 

by  each  article. 


— {Mr,  John  Ellis.) 


(3.35.)  QCESTIOXS, 

Sontli  African  War— Military  Prisoners 
in  South  Africa. 

Mb.    swift    MACNEILL   (Donegal,: 
S.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  it  is   intended,  upon 
the   termination   of  the  war  in   South 
Africa,    to    detain    in    custody    either 
British  civilian  subjects  or  aliens  who 
may    be    imprisoned    undergoing    sen- , 
tences  impost  by  military  tribunals  or 
courts    martial ;    and,    if    so,    by    what  • 
authority  can  this  course  of   policy  be  . 
Adopted. 


The  first  LORD  of  the  TREAS- 
URY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfxjur,  Manchester, 
K ) :  The  Question  is,  I  think,  the  hon. 
Member  will  see,  premature  at  the 
present  moment 

Mr.  SWIFT  MAONEILL:  But  was 
not  the  war  ended  last  September 
twelvemonth  ? 

The  " Johannesbnrg  Star" 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the  Colonial 
Office  gave  orders  that  two  articles  from 
the  **  Johannesburg  Star,"  enclosed   in 
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Lord  Milner's  despatch  to  him  of  26th 
April,  1899,  should  not  be  printed  in  [C. 
9345] ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  there 
is  no  instance  in  all  the  papers  and 
articles  printed  in  this  volume  where 
Lord  Milner  having  called  his  attention 
to  any  article  the  same  was  not  printed 
or  had  previously  been  printed,  will  he 
explain  why  an  exception  was  made  in 
the  case  of  these  two  articles. 

The  secretary  of   STATE   for 
THE    COLONIES    (Mr.     J.    Chamber- 
LAIN,  Birmingham,  W.) :   I  have  already 
informed  the  hon.   Member  m  reply  to 
his   Question    of    the    18th    that    these 
articles  were  not  considered  of  sufficient ; 
public  interest  to  print.     No  exceptional  l 
course   has   been    adopted,  and   I   have  I 
nothing  to  add  to  that  answer. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  two  articles  from  the  **  Johannes- 
burg Star,"  enclosed  in  Lord  Milner's 
despatch  to  him  of  26th  April,  1899, 
contained  a  passage  that  the  people  of 
the  Rand  are  united  and  fixed  in  their 
determination  not  to  accept  their  pre- 
sent political  status  as  final,  and  not  to 
remain  for  ever  as  helots  under  the 
domination  of  their  Boer  masters. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  answer 
is  in  the  affirmative. 

Deaths  in  Concentration  Camps. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  state  what  is 
the  explanation  of  the  discrepancies 
between  the  original  and  revised  figures 
in  the  Return  of  Deaths  in  the  Concen- 
tration Camps  in  January  and  February 
last. 


he  is  now  free  to  return  to  England; 
and,  if  not,  on  what  grounds,  m  the 
absence  of  any  legal  charge,  he  is 
compulsorily  detained  in  Cape  Tovm. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  He  has  completed  his  term  of 
imprisonment.  I  am  in  communication 
with  Lord  Kitchener  respecting  his 
further  detention. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY :  WiU  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  answer  the  last  clause  of 
my  Question — on  what  groimds  is  Mn 
Cartwright  detained  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  answered  that 
the  other  day  in  reply  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY:  I  shall  take 
the  opportunity  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  this  subject  after  Questions. 

Lord  Wolseley's  Visit  to  South  Africa. 
Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  \Var 
whether  he  will  state  what  facilities,  ii 
any,  were  offered  to  Lord  Wolseley  on 
the  occasion  of  his  recent  visit  to  South 
Africa,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British 
Army  in  the  eariy  period  of  the  South 
African  War  and  his  position  as  a  military 
historian,  to  visit  the  scenes  of  the  opera- 
tions in  South  Africa,  during  the  period 
of  his  supreme  command  of  the  British. 
Army. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  origi- 
nal figures  which  were  received  by  tele- 
graph appear  to  be  incorrect,  but  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the 
revised  figures. 

Martial  Law— Case  of  Mr.  Cartwright. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY^  (Montrose 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  Mr.  Albert  Cart- 
wright has  now  completed  the  term  of  im- 
prisonment imposed  upon  him  a  year  ago 
by  a  court  of  kw  in  Cape  Colony ;  whether 


Mr,  BRODRICK:  May  I  refer  the 
hon.  Member  lo  the  answer  civen  to  a 
Question  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Leitrim  on  March  18th,  to  which 
I  have  nothing  to  add.t 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  My  Ques- 
tion  now  is  whether  any  facilities  were 
offered  to  Lord  Wolseley  to  visit  the 
battlefields.  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man answer  "  Yes "  or  "No  "  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  what  I  have  already  said. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Then  I 
will  put  this  Question — Was  Lord  Wolse- 
ley refused  facilities  to  visit  the  battle- 
fields ? 


t  See  preoeding  volume,  p.  817. 
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December,  1901,  officers  specially  selected 
have  been  appointed  administrators  of 
martial  law  in  each  area  in  addition  to 
the  officers  commanding  the  districts ;  of 
these  three  have  been  Colonial  officers 
selected  by  Lord  Kitchener  with  special 
qualifications. 

Oourts  Martial. 

Mr,  PIKIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  Courts  Martial 
on  Commandants  Scheepers  and  Krit- 
zinger  took  place  with  closed  doors ; 
and,  if  so,  in  view  of  it  being  laid  down 
in  paragraph  71,  Manual  of  Military  Law, 
that  such  a  Court  must  be  open  to  the 
public,  military  or  otherwise,  if  he  can 
state  by  what  authority  the  public  were 
excluded. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion to  show  that  the  trials  referred  to 
were  held  with  closed  doors.  The  pro- 
cedure laid  down  in  the  Manual  of 
Military  Law  does  not  necessarily  apply 
to  Military  Courts  held  under  martial 
law. 

Army  Medical  Service. 
Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Camlachie) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  a  medical 
officer  attains  the  ranks  of  captain  and 
major  at  three  and  twelve  years  of 
service,  and  a  veterinary  officer  attains 
the  same  ranks  at  seven  and  a  half  and 
fifteen  years  respectively ;  if  so,  will  he 
explain  the  reason  for  this  difference. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Glasgow,  St. 
Rollox) :  I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  he  will  explain  why 
there  are  such  differences  in  rank,  pay, 
and  promotion  between  the  medical  and 
veterinary  services  in  the  Army ;  and 
whether  he  is  now  prepared  to  place  them 
on  the  same  footing. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  facts  are 
practically  as  stated.  A  new  War- 
rant for  the  Army  Veterinary  De- 
partment has  just  been  issued  giving 
considerable  and  additional  advantages, 
and  I  am  not  prepared  to  make  any 
further  additions  thereto. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS :  Will  the 
noble  Lord  state  what  the  advantages 
arel 
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Lord  STANLEY :  They  are  set  out  in 
the  Warrant. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS:  Where 
is  the  Warrant  to  be  obtained  1 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  has  been  published  in  the 
Press,  but  it  certainly  is  in  the  hands  of 
those  most  interested. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS :  I  shall 
apply  for  a  copy. 

Lord  STANLEY :  The  hon.  Member 
can  have  one. 

Volunteer  Gamp  Allowance. 

Mr.  PURVIS  (Peterborough):  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  East 
Toxteth  Division  of  Liverpool,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  state  what  the  camp 
allowance  for  the  Volunteer  force  will  be 
in  the  present  year. 

I/)RD  STANLEY:  They  will  receive 
the  same  allowance  as  last  year,  viz., 
officers  8s.  a  day,  and  men,  2s.  6d.  a 
day  ;  except  the  battalions  told  off  for  the 
Field  Army,  who  will  get — officers  lis.  6d. 
a  day,  men  5s.  a  day. 

Volunteer  Service  MedaL 
Mr.  PIRIE  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Edinburgh,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
closer  relations  which  now  obtain  between 
the  different  branches  of  the  service,  and 
with  the  view  of  having  trained  soldiers 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Volunteer  Force,  the 
War  Office  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  allowing  six  years  service  with  the 
Colours,  six  years  with  the  Reserve,  and 
fourteen  years  with  the  Volunteers,  to 
count  for  the  long  service  medal. 

Lord  STANLEY :  This  medal  is  in 
tended  for  Volunteer  service  only.  It 
would  be  most  unfair  to  the  Volunteers 
generally  to  allow  men  who  had  served 
in  other  forces  to  reckon  such  service  as 
if  it  had  been  voluntary  service. 

Oavalry  Oommigsions  to  Imperial 
Yeomanry  Officers. 

Mr.  PIRIE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  will 
state  the  number  of  officers  of  Imperial 
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South  African  Leagne. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
is  aware  that  members  on  the  executive 
of  the  South  African  League  have  for 
many  months  past  openly  advocated 
that  all  Boers  taken  prisoners  should  be 
immediately  hung;  that  they  have  de- 
scribed the  Boers  as  human  vermin  who 
should  be  placed  on  a  lower  level  than 
Kaffirs ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  these 
facts,  he  will  forthwith  give  instructions 
to  prevent  this  organisation  holding 
meetings  in  South  Africa  during  the 
war. 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  am  not  aware 
of  the  circumstances  alluded  to,  and  I 
do  not  propose  to  give  any  instructions 
on  the  matter. 

Oolonel  Long. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  M'KILLOP  (Sligo. 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  is  aware  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Colonel  Long  to  the  position 
of  Inspectory  of  Veterinary  Hospitals  in 
South  Africa  ;  will  he  state  if  this  is  the 
officer  who  lost  his  guns  at  Colenso,  and 
what  other  qualifications  he  possesses  for 
this  particular  appointment. 

Lord  STANLEY :  Colonel  Long,  who 
is  now  Inspector  of  Veterinary  Hospitals 
in  South  Africa,  is  the  Artillery  officer 
mentioned.  He  has  a  great  practical 
knowledge  of  horses,  and  has  long  been 
known  as  one  of  the  best  horse  masters 
in  the  Royal  Artillery.  He  has  done 
excellent  service  in  the  Remount  Depart- 
ment for  several  months. 

Martial  Law  in  South  Aftica. 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham- 
shire, Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  the 
Return  respecting  Martial  Law  in  South 
Africa  ordered  by  the  House  on  the  8th 
April  will  be  presented. 

Lord  STANLEY :  As  I  have  ab-eady 
informed  the  House,  the  preparation  of 
this  Return  involves  considerable  labour, 
but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  present  the 
Return  at  no  distant  date. 


Shot  Drill  at  Lichfield  QtwfA. 
Mr.  swift  M ACNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  now  state  the  action 
taken  and  the  result  of  the  full  investi- 
gation which  was  called  for  and  instituted 
with  reference  to  the  practice  of  inflicting 
the  penalty  of  shot  drill,  which  has  been 
abolished  in  the  Army  since  April,  1899, 
on  prisoners  in  the  military  cells  at 
Lichfield  up  till  17th  February  last. 

Lord  STANLEY   :  The  officers  con- 
cerned have  been  censured. 

Tweefontein  Incident. 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  now  say  how  many  cart- 
ridges fell  into  the  hands  of  General  de 
Wet  when  four  months  ago  he  captured 
the  whole  of  the  dep6t  camp  at  Twee- 
fontein ;  and,  if  information  on  this  point 
has  not  been  communicated  to  the  War 
Office,  what  explanation,  if  any,  can  be 
given  for  Lord  Kitchener's  reticence;  if 
information  has  reached  the  War  Office, 
will  he  explain  why  it  has  not  l)een 
communicated  to  the  public. 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  reply  given  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber on  the  21  St  January.! 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  What  is 
the  reason  for  Lord  Kitchener's  reticence  t 
Has  the  noble  Lord  anything  to  sav  as 
to  that?  -^        o  J 

Lord  STANLEY :  No,  Sir. 

Military  Oonunandants  in  South  Africa. 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  any 
qualifications  as  to  rank,  length  of  service, 
or  other  conditions  have  been  required  in 
respect  of  those  appointe<l  to  be  command- 
ants of  military  districts  established  under 
the  operation  of  martial  law  in  South 
Africa ;  and  whether  such  commandants 
have  in  all  cases  been  officers  of  the 
British  Army,  or  in  some  cases  officers 
of  the  forces  raised  in  the  Cape  or 
other  Colonies. 


Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS:  I  hope  the  |  Lord  STANLEY:  Officers  in  charge 
Secretary  for  War  will  not  forget  that  a  !  ^^  districts  are  selected  from  the  experi- 
Return  identical  with  this  was  ordered  in    ^"^^   senior    officers    available.      Since 


March  last  in  another  plaoa 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  ci.,  456. 
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December,  1901,  officers  specially  selected 
have  boeA  appointed  aclminigtrators  of 
martial  law  in  each  area  in  addition  to 
the  officers  commanding  the  districts ;  of 
these  three  have  been  Colonial  officers 
selected  by  Lord  Kitchener  with  special 
qualifications. 

Ctonxts  Martial. 

Mr,  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  Courts  Martial 
on  Commandants  Scheepers  and  Krit- 
zin^er  took  place  with  closed  doors ; 
and,  if  so,  in  view  of  it  being  laid  down 
in  paragraph  71,  Manual  of  Military  Law, 
that  such  a  Court  must  be  open  to  the 
public,  military  or  otherwise,  if  he  can 
state  by  what  authority  the  public  were 
excluded. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion to  show  that  the  trials  referred  to 
were  held  with  closed  doors.  The  pro- 
cedure laid  down  in  the  Manual  of 
Military  Law  does  not  necessarily  apply 
to  Military  Courts  held  under  martial 
law. 

Army  Medical  Servicd. 
Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Camlachie) :  I  \>eg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
■of  State  for  War  whether  a  medical 
officer  attains  the  ranks  of  captain  and 
major  at  three  and  twelve  years  of 
service,  and  a  veterinary  officer  attains 
the  same  ranks  at  seven  and  a  half  and 
fifteen  years  respectively ;  if  so,  will  he 
explain  the  reason  for  this  difference. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Glasgow,  St. 
Rollox) :  I  l)e<<  also  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  he  will  explain  why 
there  are  such  differences  in  rank,  pay, 
and  promotion  between  the  medical  and 
veterinary  services  in  the  Army ;  and 
whether  he  is  now  prepared  to  place  them 
on  the  same  footing. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  facts  are 
practically  as  sUited.  A  new  War- 
rant for  the  Army  Veterinary  De- 
partment has  just  been  issued  giving 
considerable  and  mlditional  advantages, 
and  I  am  not  prepared  to  make  any 
further  additions  thereto. 

Mr,  ALEXANDER  CROSS :  Will  the 
noble  Lord  state  what  the  advantages 
are  1 
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Lord  STANLEY :  They  are  set  out  in 
the  Warrant. 

Mr,  ALEXANDER  CROSS:  Where 
is  the  Warrant  to  be  obtained  1 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  has  been  published  in  the 
Press,  but  it  certainlv  is  in  the  hands  of 
those  most  interested. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS :  I  shall 
apply  for  a  copy. 

Lord  STANLEY :  The  hon.  Member 
ean  have  one. 

Volunteer  Oamp  Allowance. 

Mr.  PURVIS  rPeterborouj^h) :  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  East 
Toxteth  Division  of  Liverpool,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  can  state  what  the  camp 
allowance  for  the  Volunteer  force  will  be 
in  the  present  year. 

Ix)RD  STANLEY:  They  will  receive 
the  same  allowance  as  last  year,  viz., 
officers  8s.  a  day,  and  men,  2s.  6d.  a 
day  ;  except  the  battalions  told  off  for  the 
Field  Army,  who  will  get — officers  lis.  6d. 
a  day,  men  5s.  a  day. 

Volunteer  Service  MedaL 
Mr.  PIRIE :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Edinburgh,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
closer  relations  which  now  obtain  between 
the  different  branches  of  the  service,  and 
with  the  view  of  having  trained  soldiers 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Volunteer  Force,  the 
War  Office  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  allowing  six  years  service  with  the 
Colours,  six  years  with  the  Reserve,  and 
fourteen  years  with  the  Volunteers,  to 
count  for  the  long  service  medal. 

Lord  STANLEY :  This  medal  is  in 
tended  for  Volunteer  service  only.  It 
would  be  most  unfair  to  the  Volunteers 
generally  to  allow  men  who  had  served 
in  other  forces  to  reckon  such  service  as 
if  it  had  been  voluntary  service. 

Oavalxy  Commissions  to  Imperial 
Yeomanry  Officers. 

Mr,  PIRIE:  I  he^  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  will 
state  the  number  of  officers  of  Imperial 
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Yeomanry  who  have  been  given  com- 
missions as  captains  on  probation  in 
cavalry  regiments  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  and  to  what  regiments 
such  officers  have  been  appointed ;  and 
whether  he  will  state  the  number  of 
subalterns  of  cavalry  with  at  present 
four  and  five  years  regular  Army  service 
respectively. 

Lord  STANLEY :  Seven  officers,  late 
of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  South  Africa, 
and  one  from  Roberts'  Horse,  have  been 
granted  commissions  aa  captains  on  pro- 
bation in  the  following  cavalry  regi- 
ments : — 3rd  and  6th  Dragoon  Guards ; 
3rd,  4th,  8th,  and  14th  Hussars;  6th 
Dragoons  ;  and  21st  Lancers.  There  are 
34  subalterns  of  cavalry  with  four  years 
service,  23  with  five  years  service,  and 
36  with  six  years  service. 

Boyal  Field  Artillery  Uniforms. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
ham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  dis- 
tinguishing numbers  of  batteries  in  the 
Royal  Field  Artillery  have  lately  been  re- 
moved from  the  shoulder  straps  of  the 
men's  uniforms  ;  and  whether,  with  a  view 
to  maintaining  the  esprit  de  corpSy  and 
the  old  spirit  of  emulation  between 
batteries,  he  will  permit  the  wearing  of 
these  numerals  to  be  resumed. 


Lord  STANLEY  :  The  Royal  Artillery 
full  dress,  which  will  be  the  walking  out 
dress  when  the  service  dress  clothing  is 
issued,  has  cords  on  the  shoulders,  and 
does  not  therefore  admit  of  the  wearing 
of  numerals. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire, 
Chesterfield) :  Were  the  officers  of  -the 
batteries  consulted  before  the  change  was 
made  t 

Lord  STANLEY ;  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE :  Can  the  Regula- 
tion be  altered  so  as  to  have  the  numerals 
on  other  than  walking  out  uniforms,  which 
the  men  are  not  always  wearing  ? 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  will  inquire  if  it 
can  be  done  in  the  case  of  the  service 
dress. 


Hong  Kong  Defences. 
Me.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  although  the 
new  territory  on  the  Kowloon  side  of 
Hong  Kong  was  acquired  mainly  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  Colony, 
no  steps  whatever  have  been  taken  to 
fortify  the  hills ;  and  will  he  say  whether 
this  inaction  has  the  sanction  of  the 
Defence  Committee  and  His  Majesty's 
Government. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  May  I  lefer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  answer  which  was 
given  to  a  Question  he  put  on  thifr 
subject  on  March  24th,  to  which  I  have 
nothing  to  add.t 

Mr.  WEIR:  But  this  Question  has 
never  been  asked  before.  Does  not  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  admit  that  this 
Kowloon  territory  was  acquired  for  the 
better  protection  of  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  admit  nothing. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Why  should 
Hong  Kong  be  better  protected  than 
Gibraltar  1 


Naval  Engineer  Officers. 
Mr.  BARTLEY  (IsUngton,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  engineer  officers  in  the 
Navy  are  at  their  full  strength  ;  and,  if 
not,  will  he  state  what  is  the  number  of 
present  vacancies. 

The  secretary  "to  [the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster, 
Belfast,  W.) :  The  numbers  of  engineer 
officers  voted  for  the  year  1902- 
1903  are  not  at  present  fully  borne, 
aud  as  the  entry  of  officers  from  Keyham 
and  from  outside  technical  colleges  does 
not  take  place  until  July,  the  hon. 
Member  will  understand  that  it  is  never 
possible  for  the  numbers  voted  to  be 
reached  by  this  period  of  the  financial 
year.  Thenumber  of  vacancies  remain- 
ing to  be  filled  is  eighty-five. 

Mr.  BARTLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  he 
will  state    how    many   vacancies    were 

*  See  preceding  volume,  p.  823. 
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oflfered,  how  many  candidates  sat,  and 
how  many  were  successful  at  the  last  two 
examinations  in  January  and  March  for 
the  rank  of  assistant  engineers  for 
temporary  service  in  the  Navy. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  FORSTER  :  There 
was  no  specific  number  of  appointments 
as  assistant  engineers  for  temporary 
service  offered  for  competition  either  in 
January  or  March.  The  examination  in 
January  was  not  held,  as  no  candidates 
were  forthcoming;  in  March  two 
candidates  presented  themselves,  of 
whom  one  was  successful. 

Mr.  BARTI^Y  :  Am  I  to  understand 
that  these  two  examinations  failed  to 
attract  any  candidates  ? 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  For  tem- 
porary  engineers,  yes. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
May  I  ask  whether  there  are  at  present 
engineers  sufficient  to  man  the  A  Division 
of  the  Fleet  Reserve  at  Chatham! 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  answer. 

Sabyention  of  Merchant  Steamers  for 
War  Service. 

♦Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty whether  subventions  for  the  right 
of  pre-emption  or  hire  of  ships  as  armed 
cruisers  or  transports  are  paid  by  the 
Admiralty  to  companies  whose  ships  fly 
the  British  flag  but  are  owned  abroad ; 
whether,  in  the  event  of  war,  there  is 
anything  to  prevent  these  companies  from 
sul>3tituting  a  foreign  flag  for  the  British 
flag  at  short  notice  ;  and  whether  the 
Admiralty  has  any  practical  means  of  en- 
forcing its  right  of  pre  emption  or  hire  in 
such  a  case,  or  whether,  by  abandoning 
the  subvention,  the  companies  could 
claim  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  had 
ceased. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  No  sub- 
ventions have  been  at  any  time  or  are 
now  paid  for  the  right  of  pre-emption  or 
hire  of  ships  as  armoured  cruisers  or 
transport  to  companies  whose  ship  fly 
the  British  flag  but  are  owned  abroad. 
The  second  and  third  paragraphs  of  the 


I  hon.  Member's  Question  involve  im- 
I  portant  legal  points  which  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  deal  with  in  answer  to  a  Question. 
But  the  whole  matter  is  being  carefully 
considered  with  a  view  to  defining  the 
rights  of  the  Admiralty  in  the  event  of 
the  situation  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  arising. 

'  Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiraltv  whether  information  has 
reached  tlie  Admiralty  that  the  owners  of 
certain  vessels  forming  part  of  the  Royal 
Reserve  of  Merchant  Cruisers  have 
entered,  or  are  about  to  enter,  into  a  trade 
combination  under  foreign  control ; 
whether  the  conditions  of  the  sul>sidy  are 
compatible  with  such  an  arrangement; 
and  whether  the  Admiralty  are  taking 
any  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER :  The 
answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  situation  referred  to  was  certainly 
not  contemplated  when  the  present  form 
of  agreement  was  settled,  and  the  Ad- 
miralty have  appointed  a  Committee  to 
consider  and  report  on  the  purport  and 
form  of  future  subsidy  agreements. 
Meanwhile,  they  have  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  White  Star  Line  which  will 
preclude  the  possibility  of  any  of  their 
subsidised  or  retained  merchant  cruisers 
being  transferred  to  a  foreign  flag  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Admiralty  during 
the  unexpired  portion  of  the  current 
subsidy  agreement,  terminating  some 
three  years  hence. 

Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  only 
mentioned  the  White  Star  Line,  but  what 
about  the  other  lines  ? 

Mr,  ARNOLD-FORSTFJl :  The  White 
\  Star  Line  is  the  only  one  which   has  sub- 
sidised cruisers. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  the 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  would  see 
that  on  the  Committee  there  should  be 
some  person  conversant  with  the  law  of 
nations. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  I  am  not 
responsible  for  the  nomination  of  the 
Committee,  but  I  will  take  care  that  the 
reasonable  wish  of  my  hon.  friend  is 
represented  to  those  who  are. 
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Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  has  received  any  information 
to  the  effect  that  the  vessels  belonging  to 
several  line  of  steamboats  trading 
between  this  country  and  the  United 
States  of  America  have  been  sold  to  a 
company  with  a  capital  of  £34,000,000 
and  having  its  principal  place  of  business 
in  the  United  States,  while  the  vessels 
will  retain  and  will  sail  under  the  British 
flag ;  whether  British  vessels  when  sold 
to  a  foreign  company  having  its  principal 
place  of  business  abroad  retain  their 
British  registry,  or  whether,  under  such 
circumstances,  the  vessels  cease  to  be 
British  and  become  foreign  vessels,  dis 
entitled  to  a  British  register  and  to  sail 
under  the  British  flag. 

The  PKESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfoue,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  have  not  before  me  informa- 
tion which  will  enable  me  to  say  that  a 
sale  of  the  vessels  referred  to  has  taken 
place.  But  if  such  a  sale  has  taken  place 
the  vessels  would  lose  their  British 
registry. 

H.M.S.  "Cobra,"  "Condor "and  •*Mar8." 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  seaman  and 
marines  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  recent 
disasters  to  H.M.S.  "Cobra,"  "Condor," 
and  "  Mars,"  are  only  entitled  to  pensions 
of  3s.  6d.  for  the  widows  and  Is.  per  child 
per  week,  and  are  not  eligible  for  pensions 
on  the  scale  awarded  by  the  Government 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  soldiers 
who  fall  in  war,  which  range  from  5s.  to 
lOs.  for  widows  and  Is.  to  2s.  per  child 
per  week,  the  Government  will  remove 
the  disability ;  whether,  failing  the 
ability  of  the  Government  to  afford  any 
augmentation  from  State  funds,  they 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  soliciting 
the  Lord  Mayor  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
benevolence  of  the  nation  to  supply  such 
additional  funds  as  may  ensure  these 
sufferers  sufficient  to  save  them  from 
destitution. 

Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth): I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether,  in  view 
of  the  disasters  connected  with  H.M.S. 
"Condor,"  and  H.M  S.  "Mars,"  following 
upon  the  loss  of  H.M.S.  "  Cobra."    His 


Majesty's  Government  will  consider  the 
possibility  of  charging  the  pensions  of 
widows  of  seamen  so  killed  upon  public 
funds  instead  of  upon  the  funds  of 
Greenwich  Hospital,  which  are  now 
inadequate  to  meet  the  existing  claims 
of  old  seamen  who  are  qualified  to 
receive  the  Greenwich  Old  Age  Pensions. 

Mr.  ARNOLDFORSTER  :  The  matter 
is  still  under  consideration,  and  I  am 
unable  at  present  to  give  any  answer. 

Mr,  KEARLEY :  Is  the  matter  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Admiralty  or  of 
the  Treasury  ? 

Mr.  ARNOLDFOSTER  :  Of  all  the 
Departments  concerned. 

Shipbuildiiig  Delays. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  he 
can  say  when  the  Report  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee,  presided  over  by  him, 
which  has  considered  the  causes  of  the 
delays  in  shipbuilding,  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  Members. 


Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  :  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Report  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members  early  next 
week. 

Tientsin  Operations. 

The  master  of  ELIBANK  (Edin- 
burgh,  Midlothian) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Admiralty  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  British  forces  operating  at 
and  around  Tientsin  from  the  10th  June  to 
the  14th  July,  1900,  from  the  arrival  of 
Admiral  Sir  Edward  Seymour  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  native  city,  sustained  such 
casualties  that  those  of  the  Naval  Brigade 
alone  amounted  to  50  killed  and  247 
wounded  ;  and  whereas  at  Taku  the  total 
casualties  of  British  forces  ashore  and 
afloat  amounted  to  one  killed  and  13 
wounded,  for  which  a  clasp  has  been 
granted,  whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  recommending  the  issue  of 
a  clasp,  inscribed  "  Tientsin,'  to  the  forces, 
Naval  and  Military,  engaged  in  the  opera- 
tions between  the  dates  specified,  which 
included  the  defence  of  Tientsin  and  the 
capture  of  the  Peiyang  Arsenal. 
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Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  The  ser- 
vices  of  the  British  forces  operating  at 
and  around  Tientsin  have  not  been  over- 
looked. The  operations  were  part  of 
those  which  had  for  their  object  the  re- 
lief of  Peking,  and  the  forces  engaged 
receive  for  their  gallant  conduct  a  clasp, 
with  the  v.'ords  "Relief  of  Peking"  in- 
acribed  on  it. 

Treatment  of  Political  PriBonen  Abroad. 
Mr,  M ACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretarv  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  will  assent 
to  the  preparation  and  issue  of  a  Consular 
Return,  showing  the  prison  treatment 
extended  to  political  prisoners  in  European 
countries  and  in  the  United  States,  and 
also  in  the  British  Colonies. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  foreign  AFKAIRS  (Lord  Cran- 
BORNE,  Rochester):  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  no  official  information  as  to  the 
treatment  of  political  prisoners  in  other 
countries,  and  I  cannot  therefore  assent 
to  the  suggestion  in  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
Question. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH:  Seeing  that  in- 
formation  was  obtained  from  our  Consuls 
abroad  as  to  the  Rules  which  obtain  in 
Foreign  Parliaments,  cannot  the  same 
course  be  taken  on  this  Question  ? 

Lord  CRANBORXE:  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH:  Has  the  noble 
Lord  consulted  the  Irish  Office  on  this 
matter  t 

Mr,  swift  MACNEILL:  You  must 
respect  Lord  Salisbury's  son  ! 

Persia. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Ix)rd  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  with  a  view  to  promote  a  stable 
peace  in  the  East,  His  Majesty's  Gk)vem- 
ment  are  prepared  to  co-operate  with 
other  Powers  m  order  to  secure  the  inde- 
pendence of  Persia  and  the  development 
of  her  commercial  and  industrial  resources 
by  guaranteeing  the  neutrality  of  her 
territory' ;  and  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  invite  the  Government 
of  Persia  and  the  European  Governments 
rewesented  at  the  Congress  of  Berlin  to 
hold  a  Conference  to  consider  the  best 
means  of  attaining  the  objects  set  forth. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  answer  to 
my  hon.  friend  I  have  to  say  that  I  do 
not  think  any  public  advantage  would  be 
gained  by  the  adoption  of  the  step  he 
suggests.  My  hon.  friend  probably  has 
present  to  his  mind  the  fact  that  there  is 
m  existence  an  agreement  with  Russia  in 
connection  with  the  integrity  of  Persia. 

Military  Operations  in  Uganda. 
♦Mr.  SO  AMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  received  any  dispatches  with 
reference  to  the  recent  Military  opera- 
tions in  the  Nile  provinces  of  Uganda; 
and,  if  so,  whether  they  will  lay  them 
upon  the  Table. 

Lord  CRANBORNE  :  Despatches 
have  been  received  and  are  under  con- 
sideration. They  will  be  published  in 
the  G(uettf  in  due  course. 

The  New  Ctom  Duties. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  will  explain  why  the  Ust  of 
articles  subject  to  the  new  corn  duty 
which  has  been  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  does  not  include  all  those 
which  were  originally  posted  at  the 
Custom  House ;  and  whether  he  will 
also  publish  a  list  of  commodities  which 
are  liable  to  duty  because  of  their  in- 
gredients, and  the  rate  of  duty  to  be 
levied  on  each. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  list  of  articles  subject 
to  the  new  corn  duty  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  covers  all  those  named  in 
the  list  posted  at  the  Custom  House. 
Only  unnecessary  verbiage  has  been 
omitted.  It  is  not  practicable  to  prepare 
a  complete  list  of  specific  commodities 
which  will  be  liable  to  the  new  duty  on 
importation  because  of  their  ingredients ; 
but  lists  of  this  kind  will  be  issued  from 
time  to  time  as  experience  is  obtained. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  Did  the  original  list 
in  the  customs  indicate  '*  dextrine  "  and 
*•  Mandioca  flour  1 " 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  It  indicated 
"  Mandioca  floor." 
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even  if  the  list  were  slightly  unaccurate, 
to  issue  as  complete  a  one  as  possible  as 
quickly  as  possible  1 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:    It  will  be 
done. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar):  Has  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  promised  to  lay  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  copy  of  the  list 
issued  to  the  Customs  House  ? 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  Yes,  and 
this  is  the  list  exclusive  o  unnecessary 
verbiage. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  May  we 
have  the  unnecessary  verbiage.  It 
would  place  us  in  a  better  position  for 
estimating  the  number  of  new  duties. 

Ghreat  Eastern  Railway— Continental 
Gtoods  Bates. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelmsford): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  can  take  steps  to 
oblige  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany to  publish  a  list  of  its  charges  for 
the  carriage  of  goods  by  sea  between 
Rotterdam  and  Harwich. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  My  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  will  find  the  law  on 
the  subject  contained  in  Section  33  (5) 
of  the  Railway  and  Canal  TraflBc  Act, 
1888.  I  have  communicated  with  the 
Great  Eastern  Company  and  they  inform 
me  that  the  particulars  relating  to  the 
charges  for  the  carriage  of  goods  by  sea 
between  Rotterdam  and  Harwich  are 
duly  published  in  compliance  with  the 
law. 

Vaccination  Exemption  Oertificates. 

♦Mr.  so  AMES:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  his  attention  has  been 
ealled  to  the  action  of  the  Beccles  bench 
of  magistrates  in  refusing  certificates  of 
exemption  from  vaccination  for  their 
children  to  C.  E.  Parnell  and  D.  G.  Reeve 
on  the  21  St  March,  although  both  appli- 
cants stated  that  they  had  a  conscientious 
objection  to  vaccination  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  same  magistrates  require 
applicants  for  such  exemption  to  attend 


at  the  magistrates'  clerk's  ofl&ce  before- 
hand to  give  notice  of  their  intention  to 
apply  to  the  magistrates  for  exemption, 
and  also  require  them  to  provide  them- 
selves with  legal  certificates  of  the  births 
of  their  children  ;  and  will  he  state  what 
steps  he  proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk, 
N.-W.) :  I  beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
of  Edward  Pratt,  of  Gayton,  who  applied 
on  two  occasions,  viz.,  on  3rd  and  17th 
March,  to  the  bench  of  magistrates  at 
Grimstone,  Norfolk,  for  a  vaccination 
exemption  certificate  for  his  child,  and 
was  on  both  occasions  refused,  although 
he  declared  his  conscientious  conviction 
that  his  child  would  be  injured  by  the 
operation ;  and,  seeing  that  the  same 
bench  refused  another  applicant  on  7th 
April,  whether  he  will  give  instructions 
for  the  bench  to  grant  the  exemptions 
provided  by  the  Vaccination  Act,  so  that 
these  parents  may  be  saved  from  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  having  to  meet  a 
prosecution. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Croydon) :  Even  assuming  that 
the  facts  of  the  cases  are  precisely  as 
stated  in  the  Questions,  I  have  no  power  to 
take  any  steps  in  the  matter. 

Post  Office  Volunteers'  Annual  Training 

Leaye. 

Mr.  JAMES  O^CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  will  state  what 
facilities  are  to  be  offered  to  sorting  clerks, 
postmen,  and  other  Post  Office  officials 
during  1902  who  desire  to  attend  the 
Volunteer  camps  for  annual  training ;  and 
whether  special  leave,  with  full  pay,  will 
be  granted  as  in  former  years. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRET ARYtothb 
treasury  (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.) :  So  far  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  service  will  admit,  Volun- 
teers employed  in  the  Post  Office  will  be 
allowed  the  same  facilities  this  year  that 
they  were  allowed  last  year  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  camps.  Under  the 
Treasury  Regulations,  those  Volunteers 
whose  regiments  attend  special  camps, 
being  attached  to  army  corps,   will  be 
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allowed  special  leave,  so  far  as  the  require- 
ments of  the  service  will  admit,  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  a  fortnight,  without 
civil  salary,  to  attend  camp.  Those  who 
devote  their  annual  leave  to  this  purpose 
will,  of  course,  receive  full  civil  pay. 

<3^1a8gow  Postmen's  Social  Qathering. 

Mr.    JAMES    O'CONNOR:    I    beg 

to  ask  the  Secretary   to  the  Treasury, 

as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 

■whether  he  will  explain  why  the  practice 

of  allowing   notices  intimating  the  date 

and   particulars   of    concerts    and   other 

^entertainments  to    be  exhibited  in  the 

Postmen's  Office    at  Glasgow  has  been 

departed  from  in  the  case  of  two  notices 

submitted     to    the     postmaster    having 

reference  to  social  meetings  of  the  local 

branches  of  the  Postmen's  Federation  to 

welcome    the    executive  council  of  the 

federation;    and  can  he   state  why   the 

postmaster  or  his  representatives  refused 

to    initial    these    particular    notices   for 

exhibition. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
practice  which  formerly  obtained  at 
Glasgow  of  allowing  unofficial  notices 
to  be  exhibited  in  the  Postmen's  Office 
was  irregular,  and  when  it  came  under 
the  notice  of  the  postmaster  it  was 
stopped. 

Promotion  in  the  South-Eastem  District 

Office. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General,if  it  is 
intended  to  pass  over  the  senior  sorters, 
Messrs.  R.  H.  Burn  and  H.  Johnson,  in 
making  promotions  to  the  overseers  class 
at  the  South-Eastem  District  Office  ;  if 
so,  will  he  state  the  reasons  for  passing 
over  these  officers,  and  will  they  be  given 
an  opportunity  of  stating  why  they 
should  not  be  passed  over  before  the 
appointments  are  made,  seeing  that  they 
have  been  performing  overseers'  duties 
for  about  eight  years  and  three  years 
respectively,  and  been  certified  annually 
for  many  years  past  as  competent  to 
perform  the  highest  duties  of  their  class. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  claims  and  qualifications  of  the  two 
sorters  referred  to  will  be  considered  with 
those  of  others  before  any  promotions  are 
made,  but  the  Postmaster  General  cannot 
4indertake  that  the  confidential  reports 


which  will  in  due  course  be  made  to  him 
respecting  these  sorters  shall  be  com- 
municated to  them  in  order  that  they 
may  discuss  the  question  of  their  fitness 
for  promotion.  Such  a  course  would  be  ' 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Tweedmouth  Committee. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  Will  the  same  procedure  be 
adopted  in  the  Irish  offices  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  : 
The  procedure  I  have  described  is  the 
usual  one. 

Postmen's  Records. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether,  when  a  soldier  goes  on  active 
service,  records  for  past  misconduct '  are 
cancelled ;  if  so,  is  the  same  course 
adopted  in  the  case  of  postal  employees 
who  have  volunteered  and  been  accepted 
for  service  in  South  Africa ;  and,  if  not, 
will  he  explain  on  what  ground  is  the 
distinction  made. 

Mr.     AUSTEN     CHAMBERLAIN  : 

The  Postmaster  General  cannot  say 
whether  the  practice  in  the  Army  is  as 
stated,  but  he  sees  no  reason  for  adopt- 
ing such  a  rule  in  the  Post  Office  Service. 

Mallaig  Mail  Service. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  Mr.  David  MacBrayne,  the  contractor 
for  the  Stomoway,  Kyle  and  Mallaig 
Mail  Steamer  Service,  continues  to  employ 
a  forty-one  year  old  boat  which  has  been 
shown  to  be  frequently  late  on  both  the 
outward  and  return  passage,  will  he 
consider  the  expediency  of  terminating 
the  contract  with  Mr.  MacBrayne,  and 
inviting  tenders  from  other  steamship 
owners  who  are  prepared  to  provide  a 
steamer  of  greater  speed,  and  in  other 
respects  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
30,000  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Lewis. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
There  have  no  doubt  been  many  delays 
on  the  voyage,  but  during  the  last  few 
months  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
rough  weather  in  the  Minch.     As  regards 
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the  question  of  terminating  the  present 
contract  and  of  calling  for  tenders,  the 
Postmaster  General  can  only  repeat  the 
answer  given  to  the  hon.  Member  on  the 
•  13th  of  June  of  last  year,  which  was  to 
the  effect  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  take 
such  a  course,  as  he  saw  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  it  would  result  in  a  more 
economical  arrangement  than  the  present. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  the  boat  is  forty-one  years 
old,  and  in  consequence  another  steamer 
must  take  its  place  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
confess  I  do  not  think  the  service  is 
very  satisfactory;  but  the  subsidy  is 
adequate,  and  I  unfortunately  see  no  pos- 
sibility of  getting  a  better  service  on 
reasonable  terms. 

Sorters  in  the  London  Postal  Service. 

Mr.  bell  (Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  will 
give  the  number  of  sorters  attached  to 
the  London  postal  service  serving  with 
the  colours  in  South  Africa,  the  number 
of  acting,  temporary,  casual,  and  super- 
numerary sorters  and  auxiliaries,  and 
Krt  time  auxiliaries  employed  in  the 
►ndon  postal  service ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  condemnation  of  auxiliary 
labour  by  the  Tweedmouth  Committee 
and  the  representatives  of  organised 
labour,  the  Postmaster  General  will  take 
steps  to  abolish  this  form  of  labour. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
The  number  of  sorters  attached  to  the 
London  postal  service  now  serving  with 
the  colours  in  South  Africa  is  162  ;  and 
the  number  of  acting,  temporary,  casual, 
and  supernumerary  sorters  employed  in 
London  is  406.  The  hon.  Member 
appears  to  be  under  a  misapprehension  as 
to  the  findings  of  the  Tweedmouth 
Committee  upon  the  subject  of  auxiliary 
labour.  While  desiring  as  far  as  possible 
to  discourage  the  employment  of  this  class 
of  labour,  the  Committee  recognised  the 
impossibility  of  altogether  dispensing  with 
it ;  and  under  present  circumstances  the 
Postmaster  General  sees  no  immediate 
prospect  of  being  able  to  make  any 
material  reduction  in  the  number  so 
employed. 


Sorters'  Extra  Duty  at  the  East  Oentnl 
District  Office. 

Mr.  hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
if  he  will  grant  a  Return  of  the 
number  of  hours  extra  duty  per- 
formed by  sorters  in  the  East 
Central  District  Office  between  eight 
o'clock  p.m.  and  midnight,  for  three 
months  n-om  the  15th  January,  1902. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
Postmaster  General  has  ascertained  that 
the  number  of  hours  of  extra  duty  work 
as  described  was  6,348.  There  are  about 
600  sorters  in  the  East  Central  District 
Office. 

Allowances  at  the  East  Central  District 

Office. 

Mr.  HAY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  counter  clerk  and 
telegraphist  of  the  East  Central  District, 
named  Grodbehear,  received  a  risk 
allowance  of  3s.  per  week  when  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  overseer  and  senior 
telegraphist  from  1893  to  1896,  which 
allowance  was  stopped  in  1897 ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  Tweedmouth 
Committee's  recommendation  that  the 
rights  of  existing  holders  in  risk  allow- 
ances should  be  maintained,  he  will, 
restore  the  allowance  to  this  officer,  and, 
if  not,  will  he  explain  why  this  cannot 
be  done. 

Mr.      AUSTEN     CHAMBERLAIN: 

The  Postmaster  General  will  have  in- 
quiry made  into  this  matter,  and  inform 
the  hon.  Member  of  the  result. 

Poor  Law  School  Teachers. 

Mr.  hay  •  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
the  service  of  a  teacher  in  a  poor  law 
school  is  held  recorded  service  as  defined- 
by  the  Elementary  School  Teachers 
Superannuation  Act,  1898,  and  therefore 
under  the  existing  Code  entitles  such  a 
teacher  to  the  issue  of  a  parchment 
certificate  under  Article  63d  ;  whether 
it  is  intended  to  remove  professionai 
distinction,  if  any,  between  teachers  in 
poor  law  schools  and  those  employed 
in  other  elementary  schools,  in  order  to- 
secure  that  local  Boards   oi  Guardians 
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shall  be  able  to  obtain  the  services  in  appointed  under  the  Private  Bill  Pro- 
poor  law  schools  of  qualified  and  efficient  cedure  (Scotland)  Act  to  inquire  into 
teacher&  the  Aberdeen  Tramways  Bill   held  any 

meeting  to  decide  upon  the  ]Jace  where^ 

The  president    of    the  LOCAL  their  inquiry  was   to   be  held;    if  so, 

GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Waltbr  whether  they   decided  to  hold   the  in- 

Long.  Bristol.  S.) :   The  answer  to  the  ^'"^^  "^    Edinburgh;  and,  if  so.  what 

first  point  is  in  the  negative.    It  appeara.  were  the  reasons  which  induced  them 

however,  from  the  reply  given  recently  to  hold  it  there  rather  than  in  Aberdeen, 

to  a  similar  Question  addressed  to  my  ^^^[^    ^*>«    P*^>^  *^d   the    witnessei^ 

right  hon.  friend  the  Vice  President  of  ^*e«ae- 

the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  The    LORD    ADVOCATE    (Mr.    A. 

that   service  in   a    poor  law  school    is  Graham     Murray,     Buteshire):     The 

now  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Education  Provisional  Order  referred  to  Is  one  of 

for  the   purposes  of   Article   63  of  the  ^  group  remitted  for  inquiry,  comprising 

existing  Code,  and  that  in  the  C'ode  of  schemes    from    the    North,     East    and 

1902  the  Article  will  be  included  in  a  South- West  of  Scotland ;  and  Edinburgh 

clearer  form.  w^as  selected   as   the   most  central  and 

convenient   place  for  the   consideration* 

West  Ham  Board  of  Qnardians.  of  the  whole  group,  with  the  concurrence 

Major    BANES   (West    Ham,  S.) :    I  o^  the  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners, 

beg  to   ask  the  President  of  the  Local  and,  I  believe,  with  the  approval  of  the 

Government  Board  whether  his  atten- 1  great  majority  of  the  parties  interested, 

tion  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  a  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  is  not  aware 

person  was  nominated  and  elected  for  a  that  any  meeting  was  held  by  the  Com- 

ward   on     the    West    Ham     Board    of  missioners  to  decide  upon  the  place  of 

Guardians    when    she    was    already    a  inquiry, 
member,  and  has  twelve  months  to  serve 

in  another  ward,  without  first  resigning  Mr-  BRYCE:  Would  it  not  be  possible 

her  seat ;  and  whether,  according  to  the  fo  arrange  for  the  Commissioners  to  sit 

Regulations  of  the  Department,  she  can  }»»    different    places    to    conduct   these 
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Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  It  is 
perfectly  possible.  It  is  only  a  matter  of 
arrangement. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  this  case.  The  real 
question  appears  to  be  whether  the 
person  referred  to  wajs  disqualified  for  I  J^^^  BjjyCE :  Is  it  the  case  that  the 
being  dected  as  guardian  for  one  ward  Commission  did  not  hold  a  meeting  in  thi« 
whdst  in  office  for  another.    I  have  no  ,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^jj^  ^^^    j^^^  ^j  j^  ^ 

autnonty  to  decide  this  point,  and  there  '^  '^  ^     ^ 

are  no  Regulations  of  the  Local  Govern-       ^    ^    GRAHAM  MURRAY  :    The 
ment  Board   which  affect   the  matter,    chairman  of  the  Commission   was  con- 
Ine  question  can  only  be  determined  by   gyit^ 
an  election  court  on  a  petition.    I  am,  \ 

however,  advised  that  it  is  open  to  con-  ^R.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
siderable  doubt  whether  she  was  not !  ^y.) :  Have  the  Commission  made  any 
dis«,uahfied  She  has  applied  to  me  to  ■  ■  ^  ;„  Aberdeen  into  local  conditions 
consent  to  her  resigning  her  seat  for  the  ;„  connection  with  these  proposed  tram- 
ward  lor  which  was  she  first  elected,  but ,  „o„a  ? 
m   the   circumstances    I   have    not    at  ■ 

present  thought  it  expedient  to  accept       Mr.    A.    GRAHAM    MURRAY :     I 
the  resignauon.  ^^^^^  g^^^      I  Relieve  in  any  case  this 

I  Order  could  only  have  been  taken  today. 
PriTata  Bill  Procediire  (Scotland)  Act.   > 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen.  S.) :  I  beg  to       Highland  Parochial  Medical  Officers. 

ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  he  can  state'      Mr.  WEIR:    I  beg  to  ask   the  Lorfit 

whether    the     Commiasioners    recently  i  Advocate  if  he  will  state  the  number  of 
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parochial  medical  officers  in  each  of  the 
six  crofting  counties  who  do  not  possess 
the  public  health  diploma  required'under 
the  PubUc  Health  Act,  1897;  and  will 
he  state  why  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Scotland  continues  to  confirm 
the  appointment  of  medical  officers  in 
Highland  crofting  counties  regardless  of 
-the  conditions  imposed  by  statute. 

♦The  solicitor  GENERAL  for 
SCOTLAND  (Mr.  Scott  Dickson, 
Glasgow,  Bridgeton) :  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  informed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  the  figures 
Are  as  follows : — Argyll  County,  twenty- 
three  Local  Medical  Officers,  of  whom 
three  possess  statutory  qualification ; 
Inverness  County,  ten  Local  Medical 
Officers,  of  whom  one  possesses  statu- 
tory qualification ;  Ross  and  Cromarty, 
eleven  Local  Medical  Officers,  of  whom 
two  possess  statutory  qualification ; 
Sutherland  County,  no  Local  Medical 
Officers;  Caithness  County,  no  Local 
Medical  Officers ;  Orkney  and  Shetland, 
three  Local  Medical  Officers,  none  of 
whom  possess  statutory  qualification. 
The  Medical  Officers  who  do  not 
possess  the  public  health  diploma  were 
iippointed  prior  to  the  coming  into 
operation  ot  the  Public  Health  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1897,  and  consequently  do 
not  require  to  possess  the  qualification. 
The  Local  Government  Board  do  not 
recognise  new  appointments  of  Medical 
Officers  who  do  not  possess  the  statutory 
qualification. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  forming  these  counties  into 
a  combined  district,  so  that  they  may  get 
the  services  of  highly  qualified  medical 
men  1 

*Mr.  SCOTT  DICKSON :  I  must  ask 
for  notice  of  that  Question. 

Mall  to  Charing  Cross  Bead. 

Sm  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  when  the  road  from 
the  Mall  to  Charing  Cross  will  be  opened. 

1^  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St. 
Augustine's) :  The  houses  to  be  removed 


to  secure  the  opening  into  Charing  Cross 
will  be  in  vacant  possession  of  my  De- 
partment this  summer,  and,  subject  to 
my  obtaining  the  necessary  funds  to 
meet  the  cost,  the  work  will  be  carried 
out  as  soon  as  possible  afterwards. 

Me.  SWIFTMACNEILL:  Let  us  hope 
it  will  be  before  the  Coronation. 

Wren  and  Stokes  Estate. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  some  tenants  (those  of 
Ballynoneen)  on  the  estate  of  Wren  and 
Stokes,  in  Chancery  since  1883,  were 
evicted  from  their  holdings  in  1891,  and 
allowed  in  as  caretakers  for  three  years  ; 
that  at  the  end  of  this  period  they  were 
obUged  to  sign  proposals  to  the  Court 
under  the  eleven  months  grazing  system ; 
and  that  some  refused  to  sign,  and  had 
attachment  orders  got  against  them  for 
contempt  of  Court ;  and  whether  the 
receiver  had  the  authority  of  the  Court 
in  oflfering  yearly  tenancies  on  condition 
of  paying  fines. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  :  The 
evictions  were  carried  out  by  direction 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  tenants 
evicted  were  re-admitted  as  caretakers 
in  respect  of  the  houses,  and  as  grazing 
tenants  in  respect  of  the  lands.  An 
attachment  order,  which  has  never  been 
executed,  was  issued  against  one  tenant 
only.  In  every  case  in  which  a  yearly 
tenancy  was  created  it  was  done  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Court.  No  fines 
were  taken  from  the  tenants.  Any  pay- 
ments made  by  them  were  on  account  of 
arrears  of  rent. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  Did 
the  Court  endeavour  to  enforce  the 
attachment  order  1 

Mr  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion on  that  point.  I  only  have  infor- 
mation that  one  attachment  order  was 
issued,  but  has  never  been  executed. 

Dublin  Police— Statistics. 
Mr.     NANNETTI:     I    beg    to    ask 
the      Chief     Secretary     to    the     Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
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state   the    reason   for   the  delay  which!  The    ATTORNEY    GEXEKAL    for 

annually  takes  place  in  publishing  the  IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 

statistical   tables  of   the  DubHn  Metro-  N.):  At  the   request  of  ray  right  hon. 

politan    Police  ;    and    whether,     having  friend,  I  will  reply  to  this  Question.     The 

regard  to  the  fact  that  similar  statistics  witnenses    in    the   Normoylo    case    were 

in  connection  with  the  city  of  Glasgow  committed  for  contempt  because,  in  the 

are  published  in  February,  he  will  secure  opinion   of  the  presiding  Justice,    they 

an    earUer    pubHcation    of    the   Dublin  ^^re    obviously    prevaricating,   swearing 

statistics  in  future  ;  also  if  he  wiU  cause  ^^^-^^y*.  a'^^,  ^"^l^"?    ^^^^  ^^^*^>^    ^*,^.^^- 

to   be  inserted  in  the  Report  for  1901,  There  is  no  foundation  for  the  suggestion 

and  in  aU  future   Report^,   the  salaries  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  witnesses  in  the  Dromore 

paid  to  the  chief  commissioner,  assistant  prosecutunis  pointed  at  in  the  Question, 

commissioner,  and  other  officers  and  ,  ^^"^«l^'  ]l''  ^^^^^^^^  ^"f  ^l'''  )^,  ^I'tS' 
-*^«  «-  «  *   f^«^u    ;«   *u  ,.1  *  I  were  ijuiltv  of  misconduct  of  that  kina. 

men  as  set  forth    in   the  annual  report '  *   i    '^i      r  •  ^_^      ;««i„^;«., 

r  .,  ^     ,.  . ^  , ,       .   ^,        „  *^  J    A  bench  of  seven  magistrates,  including 

o  the  ch.cf  constable  of  Glasgow,  and  ,  ^^^  ^^^j^^,^^  niagistnTte,  deci.led  tha^ 
also  the  sums  contnbuted  by  the  Cor-  ^j^j,^  ^  ^^^  umlSuhtedly  took  place  on 
poratiou  and  Treasury  respectively  for  ^j^^  ^^j^„^  ^^^^^  ^^'^^  g,.i,l,„,^  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  force.  implicate  any  of   the    persons   accused. 

The  proceedings  were  not   taken   under 

Mr.  WYNDH  AM:  The  police  statistics    'he  Crimes  Act,  because  there   was  no 

for  Dublin  have  been  published  annually   '"*'*«""  ^o  l)elieve  that  a  jury  could  not  »)e 

about  May.     If  it  be  possible  to  publish    found  in  that  county  who  would  decide 

them  earUer,  this  wiU  be  done.    I  cannot,    accordmg  to  the  evidence. 

trr  S:  tnYoZ.trL^dt     .«\  MACVEAGH,    H.w  d<«.   .h, 

;«  fk*.  oo«^«j   ««•♦  ^(  *.!.     i\ ,  o*.;^ ;^    nght  hon.  Gentleman  arrive  at  the  con- 

m  the  second  part  of  the  Question   is  '   ,0  .  .     .      .^   ,  u^«„.,^^  *u^ 

rri,r^^  ;«  4^u^  j?^:^  f^  u-  u  «^  •!  elusion  that  this  is  lustmed  because  the 
SI      ^i°.'he  Est  mates  which  are  yearly  I  .        ^^^,j  ^  ^^,.J         j„  ^..^^  ^j  ^^^ 

presented  to  Parliament.  ,  f^-  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  g„j„g  ^^^^^  ^ 

jury  at  all,  but  before  a  packed  l)ench  of 
Mr.  NANNETTI  :  Can  the  right  hon.  !  magistrates  1 
Gentleman  answer  the  last  paragraph  ] 


Mr.    WYNDHAM:    The  information 


Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  hon.  Member 
asked  why  were  not  the  proceedings 
instituted  under  the    Crimes   Act.     My 


will,  I  think,  be  found  in  the  Estimates,    answer  Wcts  that  justice  could  be  obtained 
I   wUl  consider  if  it  can  be  given  in  a    ^"^^r  the  ordinary  law. 

more  convenient  form.  ^^     *,*^t^x.  *^rT     t      •  1.1. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  :  Is  the  nght  hon. 

I  Gentleman  aware  that  the  suggestion  that 

Dromore  EiotB— Nonnoyle  Oase.  ,  these   witnesses  swore  falsely  was  made 

Mr.     MACVEAGH  :     I   beg   to    ask  i  by  the  Crown  Solicitor  at  the  trial  1 

the  Chief   Secretary  to   the    Lord  Lieu-  j 

tenant  of  Ireland  ( 1 )  whether  he  is  aware  I  Crime  in  Oounty  Cork. 

that    in     the     prosecutions     on     Thurs-  j      Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Cork  Co.,   Mid) :  I 

day  for  the  rioting  at  Dromore,  County    beg   to  ask   the  Chief   Secretary  to  the 

Down,    two   of   the   witnesses   failed    to    Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 

identify  any  of  the  accused,  although  they  I  aware  that  at  the  recent  quarter  sessions 

bad  previously  made  statements  identify- '  for  the   Macroom  Division  of  the  Wast 

ing  the  accused  ;  (2)  whether  he  is  aware  j  Riding   of   Cork,    County   Court    Judge 

that  in  the  Normoyle  case  the  witnesses  |  Bird  was  presented  with  white  gloves  in 

who   declined  to  confirm  their  previous    consequence  of  there  being  no  criminal 

identification  were  committed  to   prison  '  business  to  trans;iet,  and  that   Millstreet 

for  contempt  of  court ;  and  (3)  will  he  I  rural  district  is  included  in  this  quarter 

explain   why   a   similar   course   was   not    sessions  area ;  and,  seeing  that  there  is  an 

pursued  in  the  Dromore  case,  and  why  '  absence  of  crime  in  the  locality,  can  he 

the  Dromore  prosecutions  were  not  con-  |  explain  on  what  grounds  it  was  specially 


ducted  under  the  Criminal  I^w  and  Pro- 
cedure (Ireland)  Act. 


proclaimed  under  the  Criminal  I>aw  and 
Procedure  Act. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  must  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  the  statement  made  by 
me  on  the  17  th  instant.  To  that  state- 
ment I  have  nothing  to  add. 


Mr.  SHEEHAN:  May  I  point  out 
that  in  the  right  hon.  Grentleman's  speech 
he  gave  no  definite  reasons  for  the  pro- 
clamation of  this  district  ? 


{COMMONS} 

Sheridan,  a  member  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary,  whom  the  Chief  Secretary 
has  accused  of  manufacturing  crime  in 
Ireland,  is  Ftill  at  large;  and,  if  so, 
what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  by 
the  Irisii  Government  to  bring  thin 
sergeant  to  trial. 


Mr.  WY:NDHAM  :  I  am  content  to 
rest  it  on  the  general  arguments  I 
advanced. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN :  But  I  want  specific 
reasons. 

Boycotting  Betnms. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Water- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  has  any  obj'HStion  to  issue  a 
Return  showing  the  distribution  of  the 
case«  of  total  boycotting  and  partial 
boycotting  in  the  districts  proclaimed 
under  Section  2  of  the  Criminal  Law 
and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No,  Sir.  A 
Return  giving  this  information  will  be 
laid  on  the  Table. 

Irish  Fishery  Industry. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY(Cork  Co.,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenantof  Ireland  whether  he  will  state 
how  many  fishing  boats  have  l»een  built 
to  the  order  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  for  Ireland  since  its  establishment, 
where  built,  and  where  the  sf^ils  and 
general  outfit  were  supplied  from,  and 
the  cost  of  these  boats;  and  were  the 
sails  and  outfit  for  the  fif^hing  boat  now 
building  at  Baltimore  School  made  at 
Baltimore;  and,  if  not,  can  he  explain 
why  this  was  not  done. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM :  The  information 
asked  for  coula  not  very  well  be 
embodied  in  an  answer  to  a  Question,  and 
I  have,  therefore,  sent  it  direct  to  the 
hon.  Member,  who  can  give  it  what 
pubUcity  he  desires. 

Ex-Sergeant  Sheridan,  B.I.O. 

Mr.  P.  A.M*HUGH  (Leitrim,N.) :  Ibeg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the.  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Sergeant 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  This  matter  was 
fully  discussed  in  the  statement  made 
by  me  on  the  Appropriation  Bill  at  the 
end  of  last  session.  To  that  statement 
I  have  nothing  to  add. 

Liscannor  Harbour. 

Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 

Lieutenant  of  In  land  whether  he   will 

I  state   what  sttps   the  Government  are 

I  prepared  to  take  with  a  view  of  making 

I  good  Liscannor  Harbour ;  and  are  the 

Government     prepared      to   help     the 

Eilrueih  Harbour  Board  in  the  manner 

asked  by  them  to  enable  the  Board  to 

improve  the  entrance  to  that  harbour. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Negotiations  are,  I 
believe,  proceeding  between  the  County 
Council  of  Clare  and  the  new  Depart- 
ment in  respect  of  Liscixnnor  Harbour. 
I  trust  i.hat  some  arrangement  may  be 
arrived  at.  I  am  also  considering 
legislation  which,  if  passed,  will  assist 
in  placing  certain  fishery  harbours  in  a 
more  satisfactory  position.  But  I  cannot,, 
at  this  stage,  give  pledges  in  respect  of 
particular  ports.  In  respect  of  Rllrush, 
the  Board  of  Works  are  prepared  to 
undertake  certain  improvements  on 
conditions  which  have  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Urban  District  Council 

Major  JAMESON :  In  the  event  ot 
anything  being  done,  will  this  harbour 
be  put  under  the  County  Council  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared  to  go  into  the  separate  question  of 
maintenance  when  I  bring  in  my  Bill. 

Bosral  Irish  Oonstabolary  Pay  and  Allow- 
ances. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
publish  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  pay  and  allow- 
ances of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Report  was 
laid  on  the  Table  yesterday. 

Portmnna  Railway. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Government  offer  of  £12,000  to  enable 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Portumna  Rail- 
way will  be  available  if  a  company  finds 
the  same  amount  of  capital  and  under- 
takes to  work  the  railway. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM:  The  attitude  of 
the  Government  in  this  matter  was  fully 
explained  in  the  replies  to  Questions  ad- 
dressed to  me  last  session.  To  these 
replies  I  am  afraid  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member. 

Judicial  Utterances  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  N.) :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  I^rd 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the  observations 
of  his  Honour  County  Court  Judge 
Moore,  who,  at  Clonmel  Quarter  Sessions 
on  Wednesday  last,  on  the  hearing  of  an 
application  of  Edward  Burke  for  com- 
pensation for  the  burning  of  a  farm, 
which  was  opposed  by  the  Rural  Council 
of  Cloghen  on  behaU  of  the  ratepayers, 
said  that  the  people  of  Ardfinnan  would 
not  care  if  Burke  as  well  as  the  house 
was  burned ;  and  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  effect  upon  the  administration  of 
justice  of  such  language  used  from  the 
bench,  the  Government  propose  to  take 
any  steps  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  submitted 
the  Question  to  his  Honour,  in  case  he 
may  desire  to  make  any  observations 
upon  it.  But,  of  course,  he  is  under  no 
obligation  to  tliis  House,  and  I  have  no 
responsibility  in  the  matter. 


Ireland  and  the  Ctom  Dntiae. 


xMr.  C0NIX)N  :  May  I  ask  if  there  is 
DO  means  l>v  which  such  wholesale  slander 
of  our  people  can  be  stopped  1 

♦  Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  Ques- 
tions with  regard  to  judicial  proceedings 
must  be  asked  in  moderate  terms. 

Mr.  CONDON :  I  do  not  think  our 
people  ought  to  }>e  slandered  by  judges 
or  anyone  else. 


Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  will  give  for  the  year  1901,  or  for 
any  previous  year,  the  amount,  approxi- 
mately, of  com  and  grain  imported 
into  Ireland  from  foreign  and 
colonial  ports,  either  directly  or  after 
being  transhipped  or  registered  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  same  for  flour ;  and  if 
he  will  give  the  amount  of  Irish  grown 
com,  whether  in  grain  or  flour,  shipped 
from  Ireland ;  also  the  estimated  amount 
of  the  Irish-grown  com  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  whiskey,  beer,  and  porter 
shipped  from  Ireland. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  The  direct 
imports  into  Ireland  were,  grain, 
16,294,030  cwts.,  flour,  2,386,610  cwte. 
The  direct  exports  from  Ireland  were, 
grain,  137,142  cwts.,  flour  (bran),  7,700 
cwt.  I  cannot  say  what  proportion  was 
sent  via  Great  Britain.  Irish  -  grown 
grain  is  not  separately  distinguished  in 
the  Returns. 


Colonel  NOLAN :  Cannot  you  give 
me  some  information  as  to  the  last 
paragraph  ? 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  have  none. 

Irish  Tenant  Purchasers  and  the  Income 

Tax. 

Mb.  KENNEDY  (Westmeath.  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
'  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware  '•  that 
,  tenant  purchasers  under  the  Land 
,  Purchase  Acts  have  income  tax  assessed 
■  under  Schedule  A  on  farms  purchased 
'  under  those  Acts,  and  subject  to  annual 
instalments  little  less  than  the  former 
,  rent  ;  whether  they  are  entitled  to 
deduction  from  such  assessment  in 
respect  of  the  annual  interest  which 
they  pay  on  the  purchase  money ; 
whether  income  tax  is  demanded  on  such 
farms  even  where  the  annual  value  is 
'less  than  £160;  and  whether  he  will 
direct  the  Income  Tax  Commissioners  to 
I  reduce  the  demands  under  Schedule  A 
1  by  the  amount  of  interest  as  aforesaid, 
and  not  issue  any  demand  note  in  cases 
where  the  net  valuation  so  reduced  b 
less  than  £160. 
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Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  Farms 
purchased  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts 
are,  like  all  other  land  in  Ireland,  liable 
to  assessment  to  income  tax  (Schedule 
A)  on  the  basis  of  the  Poor  Ijaw  Valua- 
tion ;  but  the  tenant  is  in  practice 
allowed  a  reduction  of  the  assessment 
by  the  amount  of  the  annual  interest 
which  he  pays  on  the  purchase  money. 
Income  tax  would  be  assessed  on  a  farm 
of  which  the  annual  value  is  less  than 
jB160,  but  the  assessment  would  be 
discharged  if  the  tenant  should  establish 
his  title  to  exemption  on  the  ground 
that  his  total  income  from  all  sources  is 
less  than  £160  per  annum. 

Fastnet  Lighthonse. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
the  order  for  the  lenticular  apparatus 
for  the  Fastnet  Lighthouse  has  been  given 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  to 
Messrs.  Chance,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  their  contract ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  consent  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  their  so  doing  had  previously 
been  obtained. 


Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  The  order 
for  the  lenticular  apparatus  for  the 
Fastnet  Lighthouse  has  been  given  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  to 
Messrs.  Chance,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  their  contract,  which  has  been 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Education  Bill. 

Sir  JAMES  RANKIN  (Herefordshire, 
Leominster) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Loitl  of  the  Treasury  whether  in  the 
event  of  the  Education  Bill  before  the 
House  becoming  Law,  the  managers  of  | 
any  voluntary  school  possessing  an  i 
endowment  would  be  allowed  to  retain  | 
that  endowment  and  apply  it  to  purposes 
si  miliar  to  those  to  be  met  by  voluntary 
subscriptions,  or  whether  such  endow- 
ment would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
local  education  authority. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR ;  I  do  not  think 
this  Question  can  be  answered  in  general 


Mr.  M^KENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  Clause  13  of  the 
Education  Bill,  as  r^ards  the  expense^i 
of  an  urban  district  council,  will  reduce 
the  charge  now  payable  by  the  owners 
or  occupiers  of  agricultural  land  in 
respect  of  school  rates;  whether  the 
expenses  of  a  School  Board  at  the  present 
time  are  paid  out  of  the  poor  rate,  for 
which  agricultural  land,  subject  to  the 
temporary  provisions  of  the  Agricultural 
Rates  Act,  is  assessed  at  its  full  annual 
value ;  and  whether  the  provision  that 
the  expenses  of  an  urban  district  council, 
acting  as  the  local  education  authority 
under  the  Bill,  shall  be  paid  as  expenses 
incurred  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
;  Public  Health  Acts,  will  limit  the  assess- 
ment of  agricultural  land  to  one-fourth 
of  its  annual  value. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  princijJe 
of  the  Bill  is  to  make  education  a  part 
of  the  general  local  government  expen- 
diture ;  and  the  incidence  of  the  rates 
for  education  will  be,  so  far  as  possible^ 
the  same  as  that  for  local  government 
expenditure.  This  will  make  no  change 
as  regards  the  charge  for  high-r 
education  in  any  district;  and  none  with 
regard  to  elementary  education  in 
boroughs.  It  will  make  a  change  in  the 
case  of  urban  districts  not  being 
boroughs  by  extending  the  present 
exemption,  and  that  exemption  is  from 
half  to  three-quarters  in  the  case  of 
agricultural  land. 

Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  whether,  after  the  adoption 
by  a  local  authority  of  Part  III.  of  the 
Education  Bill,  it  will  be  competent  for 
the  managers  of  a  public  elementary 
school  not  provided  oy  that  authority 
to  make  a  charge  for  rent  for  the  use  of 
the  school  builcbngs. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  answer 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman*8  Question  is  in 
the  negatiye. 

Wrongftd  Dismissal  of  Teachers 
Sir    JOSEPH    LEESE    (Lancashire, 


terms.     It  would  depend  in  each  case  on  I  Accrington) :  I   beg    to   ask   the   Vlce- 
the   special    conditions  attached  to  the    President  of  the  Commitee  of  Council  on 


trust  money  referred  to 


Education,  whether,  in  pursuance  of  his 
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pledges    given    during    the     last     two        Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  Am  I 

sessions,  the  Government  will  bring  in  a  to  understand  that  mv  right  hon.  friend  is 

Bill  giving  the  right  of  appeal  to  tea  hers  not  hostile  to  the  principle  of  something 

of  public,  elementary   schools  in  cases  of  being  done   in  this  <Hrection ;  and  that 

alleged  wrongful  dismissal ;    or    whether  supposing  the  proposition  is  put  forward 

the    Government      would    introduce    a  with  a  narrower  reference   the  Uovern- 

clause   securing  this   advantage   to   the  nient  will  In;  prepared  to  consider  it  in  a 

teachers  in  their  Education  Bill.  favourable  light  1 

Mk.  a  J.  BALFOUR:  This  subiec^  ^,^  j^  j  bALFOUR  :  I  think  that 
no  doubt,  in  some  form  or  other  wiU  be  i^,,i^.  ^he  more  prudent  course  would 
raised  m  Committee  on  the    Mucation    ^  ^^  ^-^.  ^^^tji  j  J^^  ^^^  ^^^j^^  ^f 

Bill,  and  any  answer  now   would  ther^    hon.  friend  before  giving  an  answer, 
fore,  I  thmk,  be  premature.  , 

TrartB.  I      Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :   Will 

Mr,  MACVEAGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  '  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  some  in- 
First  Ix)rd  of  the  Treasury  whether  his    dicati«m    to   the    House   of    what   he   is 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  formation    prepared  to  do  ? 
of  trusts  in  this  country  ;  and  whether, 

in  view  of  the  effects  of  this  system  in  .      [^j^q  answer  was  returned.] 
America,  the  Grovernment  will  appoint  a  I 

Commission  to  report  upon  the  subject.  _       ,  ^  ^  ,  ^.    ^         ,    . 

^        ^  *  Boyal  Patriotic  Oommission. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir.  Idol  Mr.  KEARLEY:  I  l)eg  to  ask  the 
not  think  the  subject  is  at  present  ripe  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
for  the  kind  of  incjuiry  which  the  hon.    can  state  the  proposals  which  the  (govern- 


ment have  promised  to  make  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Com- 
mission and  for  transferring  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  various  funds  now  vested 
in  the  Commissioners  to  the  Navy  and 


Gentleman  desires. 

National  Expenditure. 
Mr.   WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
bam)  :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the     „___ 

Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been    unitary  Pension  Board,' as  recommended 
calleil  to  the  Notice  of  Motion  standing  on    unanimously  by  the  Joint   Select  Com- 
the  Order  Paper  for  a  Select  Committee  in    j^-^^^^q  ^f  ^he  ^Lords  and  Commons  last 
respect   of    national   expendituret  ;    and    session. 
whether  His  Majesty's  Government  will 

consent    to    the    appointment    of    such'       »r        *       t     t>  a  t  Tr»r\TTTj       mi 
Committee.  ^^^    ^'    '^-    BALFOUR:     The    plan 

I  which  I  think  would  be  the  1)est  to  adopt 
Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  My  attention  '  with  regard  to  the  matter  in  which  the 
has  l)een  called  to  the  Notice  of  Motion  hon.  (ientleman  has  shown  himself  per- 
standing  in  my  hon.  friend's  name.  I  sistently  so  much  interested  would  be  to 
confess  that  I  think  the  terms  are  too  frame  a  general  central  council  represent- 
general  to  make  such  an  inquiry  possible,  ing  the  chief  local  authorities  in  the 
or,  if  it  were  held,  fruitful.  Whether  it  kingdom,  and  which  should  include  a 
would  l)e  worth  while  having  a  Committee  certain  number  of  persons  appointed  by 
to  inquire  whether  there  might  not  1>e  the  Crown  to  represent  the  two  great 
some  l)etter  machinery  than  exists  at  services  and  the  authorities  distributing 
present  for  criticising  Departmental  ex-  Government  pensions.  The  council  so 
penditure,  is  another  pointgupon  which  I  constituted  could  only  act  through  an 
do   not   pronounce   any   opinion    at   the  i  administrative  and  financial  Committee. 


present  moment. 


By  this  machinery  we  hope,  not  only  to 
provide  a  body  comf)etent  to  allocate  the 
funds  of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Commission. 


t  The  following  i>*  the  notice  referred  to  : — 
Mr.   CuuRriiiLL:    To  draw  attention  to  the    .  .  i_-  i_    i    n  i_     •       i 

growth  of  public  burdens ;  and  to  move.  That  \  but  also  one  which  shall  be  m  close  touch 
a  Selfct  (ommittee  lie  ap(K>inted  to  consider  (  with  the  Government  pension  authorities 
and    reoort   whether    National    Expenditure  t  on  one  side  and   with   the   local  charitv 


cannot  be  diminished  without  injury  to  the 
public  Hervice,  and  whether  the  money h  voted 
cannot  be  apportioned  to  better  advantaKe 
than  at  present. 


organisations  throughout  the  country  on 
the   other.     As   the   hon.   Gentleman   ia- 
aware,    legislation    will    be    required   in 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR—MARTIAL  LAW 
—DETENTION  OP  MR.  CARTWRIGHT. 

[Motion  for  Adjournment.] 


Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.) : 
Do  the  Government  propose  to  introduce 
legislation  immediately  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  pro^ 
bably  legislation  ought  to  be  introduced  in 
the  course  of  the  present  session.  But,  of 
course,  I  can  give  no  pledge  on  that 
subject. 

X}roft8  in  the  Island  of  Lewis  and  in 

Boss-shire 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Deer  Forest  Commissioners  state 
at  page  10  of  their  Report,  dated  19  th 
March,  1895,  that  any  scneme  that  would 
result  in  affording  cottars  the  opportunity 
of  obtaining  crofts  such  as  presently  exist 
would  operate  a  substantial  relief  both  to 
the  cottars  themselves  and  to  the  neigh- 
bouring crofters;  and  will  he  explain 
why  no  scheme  such  as  that  indicated  has 
at  present  been  evolved  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  cottars  in  the  Island  of 
Lewis  and  on  the  mainland  of  Ross-shire. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  understand 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  found  possible 
to  frame  a  scheme  for  this  district. 

Mr.  weir  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  this  question  of  crofts  is 
especially  referred  to  in  the  Report  1  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  read  and  study 
the  Report  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

New  Rules  of  Procednre. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  order  to  prevent  interfer- 
ence with  existing  public  engagements 
of  Members  in  the  Metropolis  and  the 
country,  he  will  arrange  that  the  new 
Rules  relating  to  the  Sittings  of  the 
House  shall  only  take  effect  after  Whit- 
suntide. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
think  that  on  the  whole  the  course 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  would 
be  for  the  general  convenience  of  the 
House. 


(4.d0i)  Mr.  John  Morley»  Member  lex 
the  Montrose  District,  rose  in  his  plaoe> 
and  asked  leave  to  move  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  a  definite  matter  of  urgent 
public  importance,  viz.,  **  the  compul- 
sory detention  of  Mr.  Cartwright  in 
Cape  Town  without  chargA  brought, 
and  for  indefinite  length  of  time."  But 
the  pleasure  of  the  House  not  having 
been  signified,  Mr.  Speaker  called  on 
those  Members  who  supported  the 
Motion  to  rise  in  their  places,  and  not 
less  than  forty  Members  having  accord- 
ingly risen, 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  make  no  apology  to  the   House  for 
this    interruption    of    public    business, 
because  the  matter   to   which   I   must 
draw  their  attention  is   one   which  in- 
volves, in  the  first  place,  extreme  hard- 
ship to  an  individual,  and  in  the  second 
pace,  a  gross  and  flagrant  violation  of 
the  legal   and  constitutional   principles 
of  which   this   House   is   the   guardian 
and  the  champion.    I  will   venture  to 
ask    hon.    Gentlemen    opposite    to   dis 
sociate  the  matter  to  which  I  am  draw- 
ing attention  from  any  views  as  to  the 
right  or  the  wrong  of  either  the  policy 
or  the  methods  of  the  war.     Those  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  case 
which  I   wish   to  raise.     The  story  is 
very  short,  very  plain,  and  very  sim^Je. 
Mr.    Cartwright    was    indicted    in    the 
ordinary  way  before  an  ordinary  court 
in   Cape   Town   for    a   defamatory   and 
seditious  libel,  was  tried  before  a  judge 
and  jury,  and  was  convicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  undergo  one  year's  imprison- 
ment.     That    year     of     imprisonment 
terminated,  as  the  light  hon.  Gentleman 
has  just   told   the  House,  I   think,   on 
Tuesday.     Upon    all    that   part   of   the 
matter   I   have   no  comment  whatever 
to  make.     It  does  not  come  within  the 
scope    of   the   subject  to   which    I   am 
drawing  attention.     About  two  months 
ago— I   think   in    February — Mr.    Cart- 
wright sent  in  a  written  application  to 
the  authorities  in  the  Cape  Colony  for 
information   whether  upon   the   expiry 
of  his  sentence   he    would    be   allowed 
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to  travel  He  gave  two  reasons  for 
desiring  this  permission  to  leave  Cape 
Colony  and  come  to  England.  One 
reason  was  that  he  had  been  in  the 
doctor's  hands,  so  he  alleges,  for  some 
time,  and  that  his  health  required  the 


given  within  these  walls  since  Simon  de 
Montforb  invented  Parliament.  I  will 
read  the  noble  Lord's  answer — 

''The  authorities  in  South  Africa,**  he  said, 
"did  not  consider  it  desirable  to  grant  Mr. 
Cartwright  permission  to  proceed  to  England. 


change  to  England  :  and  the  second  I  ?^" JblTaV!!^'^-  "^^^^  *'''"*  G«»tl««*n  ^at 
reason    was    that   he    had    no    chance ,_,  iTtui^ 

whatever  of  earning  his  Uvelihood  as  '  ^  .^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^7  I  ^^^^^^  ^®  ^"^^^^  o* 
A  journalist,  for  there  was  no  opening  ;  "'®  views 

for  him  in  Cape  Colony,  and  therefore  **  were  strongly  anti-British,  and  it  was  not 
llis  only  chance  was  to  come   here ;   and  l  ^^««raed  desirable  by  the  authorities  in  South 

I  may  add  further,  that  he  stated  that  4^i^*'^^nt^/'^o  ^dLSmTna  ^rBritis'h 
he  was  willuig  to  show  to  the  authorities   propaganda."^' 

*f  ^"' 'nSlir^f  ^^vfr  ^'"^^  ^^^'^  The  House  wiU  observe  there  is  no  word 
•of   a    purely   non-political  character  m ,     • .     .      ,    ..      miUtarv   neceaaities   or 

this    country       Well     Mr     Cartwright '  ^^^^''^^"^^^^^^^^ 

upvon  thu?  received  a  refusal.    No  reason  i  t*    •     4.1.:.   j-        •  ..*•         r       4,1  t>  v  1. 

-^     c      *u-       f      I     XT      L  It   IS   the   dissenunation  of  anti-Bntish 

was  given  for  this  refusal.    No  charge      .         -     n      *  r>  •-.  •        xt        t      •  1.^ 

J  -^j-    *  J      u  1      views  m  Great  Bntain.    Now  I  mifi^ht 

was  made  or  indicated.     He  was  simplv        4.     ^      *•      4.*i.a       *«      c  o^.  * 

told  that  he  would  not  be  allowed'^to  I  P"5  ^•^"f  ^-^^i  STSi  fi  / 
*        1     *u  *   •    *     -*  4.     II       J  4.    1  fi^d  1  might  mvite  him  to  tell  me  first 

travel — that  is  to  say,    not  allowed  to  '     1    *  v     ®  j^««*     j«  *.i.^       *u     •..• 
1  o     ^u    i£^-  rwn      VI  -11  I  what  he  understands  the  authorities  in 

leave    South  Africa.      The   House    will    o^  ^.u    ax  •  ->    ♦         «  -.   k„  «  ♦:  t>  ...•  u 
u  i.i.-.x  u     ♦!-•  J-        u    ^i.-    '  oouth   Afnca   to   mean   by  anti-Bntish 

observe  that  by  this  proceeding,  by  this      •  r  g^onose  thev  mLn    and  can 

rftfiiftnl  of  t.h«  AiithnritiVj  fhftv  t/v^lr  ^*®^^-  ^  suppose  iney  mean,  ana  can 
refusal    ot    the    authorities,    they  took    ^  nothing   else  than  views  which 

upon  themselves  to  make  an  enormous  |  ^^     ^^^        jf^y^    ^^     ^^     j^  .^    ,^ 

and  unmeasured  extension  of  Mr.  Cart-  Government.  Therefore  Mr.  Cartwright 
wnghtslegal  penalty.  A  legal  penalty  -^  ^ept  in  exile-because  it  comes  to 
had  been  imposed  upon  him.  but  he  had    ^^^^^^     ^^^   ^^^  ^^^.^^   ^^   ^^ 

undergone  It  His  offence  was  purged,  niilitary  authorities,  b^ause  he  might 
and  no  additional  offence  could  have  dis3e„,rnate  views  unfavourable  to  Hia 
been    committed    by  him    because,    of    Majesty's  Government  in  this  country. 

'"''"'"Tbe^b'^This'^ref^Ll^S*  u  ^'^^   ^  ^"   P^^  *^^^''"''  ^'""^  ^  ^^^ 

Undergo  I  furtberVn'^lty-name'ira  ^j^^  ^t  ?m 'T'"'  •  ^^PP^I'if  .,¥!• 
compulsory  detention  In  Ca^  Town,  and  Cartwright  holds  obnoxious  an ti- British 
the  prevention  of  his  performing  his  I  ^ews-whateyer  anti-Bntish  may  mean 
ordinary  avocations.  As  Ihe  Secretary  of  I  77^"  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  be 
State  told  us  two  or  three  nights  ago,  he  is  kmd  enough  to  teU  us  where  on  earth 
now  a  free  man.  But  in  what  sense  free  1  the  dissenunation  of  anti-British  views 
He  is  free  to  walk  about  in  Cape  Town,  ^^^^^  ^  s^  entirely  harmless  as  m 
under  supervision,  as  the  right  hon.  ^^reat  Bntain  1  If  they  prevented  Mr. 
Gentleman  said.  Therefore  I  submit  Cartwright  from  going  to  Berlin,  or 
that,  so  far  as  that  goes,  the  authorities  Paris,  or  The  Hague,  there  might  be 
in  Cape  Town,  whose  action  is  endorsed  something  to  be  said  for  it ;  but  he  is 
bv  the  SecreUry  of  State,  have  extended,  not  to  be  allowed  to  come  to  Great 
without  any  law  or  intention  to  appeal  Britain,  where,  if  anywhere,  surely  there 
to  law,  a  legal  penalty.  I  are  enough  British  views  to  outweigh 

Upon  this  state  of  facts,  I  put  a  Ques-  i  the  addition  of  one  single  individual  to 
tion  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  \  those  who  are  alleged  to  disseminate 
War  on  April  14th,  and  I  received,  j  anti-British  propaganda.  The  on© 
not  from  him,  because  he  was  unfortun-  '  country,  therefore,  to  which  he  cannot 
ately  not   present,   but   from   the  noble    come  is  the  country  where  we  all  know 

T     J    xi.     u-  10        *.         •     -Li_         he  would  nut  do  one  atom  or  scintilla 

Lord,  the    financial   ^^ec^etarv,  m  those      ft  e  i-jt«  i.^i* 

'  •  '  of  harm  of  any  kind,  I  say,  not  only  is 


unfaltering  accents  which  make  bim  a 
sort  of  impersonation  of  martial  law — I 
received  from  him,  I  think,  the  most  out- 
rageous   and    indefensible    answer    ever 


the  action  illegal,  unconstitutional, 
tyrannical,  and  arbitrary,  but  it  is,  on 
the  face  of  it,  impudently  absurd  and 
preposterous.     I  thought   I  would  try 
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my  iortune  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
hieaself,  and  he  said  just  now,  not  per- 
haps with  his  ordinary  suavity,  that  he 
had  already  told  me  the  grounds  on 
which  Mr.  Cartwright  had  been  refused 
permission  to  leave  Cape  Town,  and  that 
he  would  not  tell  me  again. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
lord)  :  I  merely  said  that  I  had  already 
exf^oed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  that  if  he  wished  me  to  repeat 
my  explanation  I  would  do  so. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  take  quite  the 
position  taken  by  the  noble  Lord.  He 
said — 

"  If  any  aoificienb  undertaking  can  be  given 
tLB  to  Mr.  Cartwright's  conduct  in  the  event  of 
his  leaving  South  Africa,  I  will  communicate 
with  Lord  Kitchener  with  a  view  to  re  con- 
sidering his  case." 

Sir,  there  is  no  case  for  either  Lord 
Kitchener  or  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  reconsider.  But  he  went  on  to  say  a 
little  more«  I  asked  him  if  he  would 
kindly  tell  me  what  kind  of  conduct 
would  justify  detention  and  what  kind  of 
undertaking  to  abstain  from  such 
conduct  would  justify  a  release.  Then 
the  Secretary  o£  State  sud — 

**  I  should  regard  an  understanding  to  avoid 
the  course  aod  conduct  which  Mr.  Cartwright 
has  been  pursuing  for  some  time  past  as 
probably  a  i»atiBfactory  one.*' 

Then  he  said  further  that  the  miUtary 
authorities  thought  some  means  ought 
to  be  resorted  to  for  preventing  the 
pursuance  of  the  libellous  action  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Cartwright,  either  in  South 
Africa  or  in  this  country,  which  had  led 
to  hia  present  situation.  Prevent  a 
pursuance  of  the  same  libellous  action  1 
Avoid  a  course  of  conduct  which  had 
led  to  his  present  situation  !  What  was 
the  course  of  conduct  which  had  led  to 
his  present  situation  1  It  was  a  Ubellous 
action,  and  he  was  punished  for  it ;  and, 
therefore,  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man how  does  he  suppose  that  there  are 
no  other  means  of  preventing  Mr. 
Cartwright  from  pursuing  a  course  of 
libellous  action,  which  is  not  quite  the 
same  thins,  by  the  way,  as  disseminating 
anti-BritiJi  propaganda.  Are  there  no 
other  means  than  preventing  him 
coming  to  this  country  and  earning  his 

Mr,  John  Morley. 


living  1  Surely  you  already  found  that 
in  Cape  Colony  you  could  punish  him. 
and  you  did  pum'sh  him.  Supposing  he 
comes  to  this  country,  is  there  no  law 
against  libel  here?  On  the  Secretary 
of  State's  own  words  the  thing  k  entirely 
absurd.  They  are  not  detaining  Mr. 
Cartwright  because  of  his  libelloua 
action ;  they  are  detaining  him  for  some 
other  reasons  which  they  do  not  disclose, 
and  I  invite  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
mform  us  frankly  and  fully  why  it  is 
they  are  pursuing  this  extraordinary 
course.  When  anything  is  done  under 
martial  law—and  these  proceedings  are 
under  martial  law,  I  presume — the  case 
is  apparently  regarded  as  stopped.  Our 
mouths  are  closed  and  our  lips  are  sealed. 
There  is  to  be  no  present  inquirv,  no^ 
examination.  But  I  submit  that  that  is 
exactly  the  opposite  of  the  truth.  Have 
martial  law  if  you  like,  but  all  the  more 
because  you  have  martial  law  must  you 
be  prepared  to  justify  and  defend  what  is- 
done. 

In  this  case,  what  kind  of  right 
have  the  Secretary  of  State  and  nis 
military  authorities  to  detain  this  man^ 
who  has  undergone  his  sentence,  and 
who  ought  now  to  be  as  free  as  I  am  f 
I  see  the  Attorney  General  there,  I 
wonder  what  his  view  is  on  the  legal 
a^ect  of  this  matter.  I  wonder  whether 
he  would  say  that  the  language  I  haT« 
read  out  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
the  noble  Lord  shows  a  shadow  of  & 
pretext  for  the  detention  of  this  man. 
By  right,  reason,  and  oommonsense, 
Mr.  Cartwright  ought  to  be  perfectly 
free,  and  I  for  one  say  boldly  here,  in 
spite  of  all  the  martial  law  atmosphere 
in  which  we  now  live,  that  I  wholly 
demur  to  their  right  to  exact  any 
undertakinp;  whatever  from  Mr.  Cart- 
wright. Mr.  Caitwright  expressed  his 
willingness  and  pledged  himself — at  all 
events  he  gave  a  bond  fide  engagement — 
that  he  would  do  no  political  work  in 
this  country,  but  speaking  here  as  a 
Member  of  this  House,  though  Mr.  Cart- 
wright may  do  whatever  he  thinks 
proper,  I  demur  wholly  to  the  right 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
military  authorities  to  exact  any  under- 
taking whatever.  I  wholly  repudiate 
the  position  which  underlies  the  re- 
markable answer  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
other  night  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
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1  deny  that  even  that  constitutes  any 
ground  whatever  for  depriving  him  of 
his  full  oivil  riglits. 

I  have  only  one  sentence  more  | 
to  say.  1  am  certainly  not  going 
to  argue  the  philosophy  or  legsii 
detailii  of  martial  law,  but  I  would 
Gke  to  read  what  was  said  within 
the  walls  of  this  House  by  two  eminent 
men  in  the  year  1867.  It  seems  to  me 
to  place  in  two  or  three  sentences  the 
whole  position  and  character  of  martial 
law  in  an  absolutely  incontrovertible 
light.  The  first  sentence  or  two  are 
from  Mr.  Mill.    He  said — 

"  Although  there  was  no  such  tbin^  a** 
martial  law  except  for  militarv  parposes  mere 
w«A  a  law  of  necessity.  Inhere  may  be  a 
p«blic  necesAtiy  ia  caHe  ot  rebellion  reaatrinK 
that  ceriain  act8  not  justified  by  the  law  of 
the  country  should  be  done,  but  theife  actH 
should  be  acts  of  suppression,  not  ot  punish- 
ment." 

The  other  sentences  are  those  of  Mr. 
Cardwell,  a  man  of  strong,  firm,  and 
clear  head.  These  are  his  words,  and 
I  commend  them  to  the  attention  of 
the  House — 

*'A  man  was  iustified  in  taking  the  law 
IB lo  his  own  hands  for  the  purpose  of  protect- 
ing his  life  when  threatened  by  any  extra- 
ordinary or  sudden  violence." 

So  with  regard  to  martial  law.  The 
principle  equally  applied.  Necessity  was 
the  true  test.  In  the  memorable  words 
of  Sir  James  Mackintosh— 

**To  continue  to  act  upon  a  supposed 
necessity  after  the  necessity  nad  expirea  wan 
an  enormous  crime.'* 

That  was  the  view  which  was  held  in 
this  House  in  1867.  I  cannot  believe 
now.  that  apart  from  all  the  heat  of  the 
politics  of  the  hour,  I  cannot  believe 
thai  in  their  sober  judgment  Gentlemen 
in  any  quarter  of  the  House  will  take  any 
other  view,  or  will  think  it  an  unim- 
portant thing  that  an  invasion  of  per- 
mmfX  right  msy  take  place  under  martial 
Uw  ;  nor  can  I  believe  that  anybody 
in  this  House  supposes  for  one  in^^tant  in 
this  case  anything  like  military  necessity 
or  danger  to  social  order  has  been  made 
owt.  It  is  really  a  wanton,  arbitrary, 
tyrannical,  and  absurd  proceecRng. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'Th«t  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr,  John  Morley.) 


(4.50.)    Mr.    BRODRICK:     I   must 
say    that     I    am    somewhat    surprised 
at    the    hent     which    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman     has     displayed     in      this 
matter.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
brought  before  the  House  a  series  of  con- 
stitutional  propositions    into     some   of 
which  I  do  not   propose  to  follow  him, 
but  he  has  done  so  in  respect  of  one  par- 
ticular action  of  the  military  authorities 
in  South  Africa,  and  he  himself,  in  the 
terms  of  the  Motion  which  he  has  sub- 
mitted for  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
has    spi-cially  alluded   to   the  fact   that 
what  he  complains  of  is  that  Mr.  Cart- 
wright  should  have  been  detained  with- 
out charge  brought,  and  for  an  indefinite 
length  of  time.     Now,  Sir,  what  are  the 
facts  as  to  the  indefinite  length  of  time  ? 
Mr.  Cartwright,  I  presume,  was  due  to 
be  let  out  of  prison  on  Tuesday  last — two 
days  ago— and  because  on  Thursday — the 
communications  which  have  been  pac^sing 
have  not  yet  been  completed — I  am  not 
yet  able  to  satisfy  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  Mr.  Cartwright's  undertaking 
will  be  accepted,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   moves    that  adjournment  of   the 
House.    I  undertook  two  or  throe  days 
ago  to  communicate  with  Lord  Kitchener 
with  regard  to  the  undertaking  which  Mr. 
Cartwright  gave.    I   will  meet  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  the  (question  of  that 
undertaking    directly,  but  at  all  events 
I  undertook  to  communicate  with  Lord 
Kitchener,  and  I  have  done  so.     I  have 
not  yet  got  Lord  Kitchener  s  reply,  and, 
because  for  two  days  we  are  still  in  doubt 
as  to  what  the  issue  may  be,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  interrupts  the  whole  business 
of  Parliament  in  order  to  call  attention 
to  Mr.  Cartwright's  detention  in  South 
Africa  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time. 
That  I  venture  to  suggest  to  the  House 
shows    that   the  right   hon.  Gentlenian 
has  been  more  anxious  to  challenge  the 
administration  of  martial   law  in  South 
Africa  than  to  bring  his  particular  case 
and  the  hardship  of  it  before  the  House. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked 
this  question — What  do  we  mean  in  Mr. 
Cartwright's  case  by  accusing  him  of 
the  intention  of  disseminating  anti- 
British  propaganda  after  he  has  left 
South  Africa  ?  He  answered  that 
question  himself  by  >ayingthat  what  we 
are  afraid  of  is  that  Mr.  Cartwright  may 
express  views   which  are  not  palatable 
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to  the  Government.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is,  I  suppose,  aware  of  the 
reasons  which  caused  Mr.  Cartwright  to 
he  oommitted  to  prison.  He  was  the 
editor  of  the  South  African  News,  a  paper 
which  has  come  unfavourably  before 
the  authorities  on  several  occasions. 
[Laughter.]  It  is  all  very  well  for  hon. 
Members  simply  to  laugh  here  about 
statements  circulated  in  South  Africa 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Gape  Golony 
for  the  very  purpose  of  raising  further 
rebellion  against  the  Crown,  and 
which  are  communicated,  not  merely  to 
British  subjects  in  Cape  Colony,  but  also 
to  the  Boers,  and  so  far  as  they  can  reach 
to  people  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  as 
representing  the  facts  of  the  carrying  on 
of  the  campaign  in  South  Africa.  What 
was  the  particular  paragraph  and  the 
particular  provocation  in  the  South 
African  News  for  which  Mr.  Cartwright 
was  condemned  ]  On  6th  February, 
1901,  Mr.  Cartwright  was  guilty  of 
what  I  think  is  the  greatest  crime  from 
the  journalistic  point  of  view  that  a 
British  subject  can  well  be  accused  of. 
He  published  in  the  South  African  News  a 
statement  headed — 

"  How  we  are  waging  war.  A  dreadful  dis- 
cloBure.   Lord  Kitchener's  secret  instructions." 

and  then  follows — 

"  Lord  Kitchener  having,  as  he  thought, 
caged  his  enemy,  pent  secret  instructions  to 
the  troops  to  take  no  prisoners,  that  is,  if  the 
Boers  surrounded  on  all  sides  found  them- 
selves unable  to  resist  and  hoisted  the  white 
flag  as  a  token  of  surrender,  they  were  to  be 
shot  down  to  the  last  man." 

Then  there  follows  this,  professing  to 
come  from  an  officer.  Whether  any 
person,  having  any  title  to  be  called  an 
officer  ever  communicated  to  the  South 
African  News  we  know  not,  but  that  it 
was  an  absolute  and  outrageous  falsehood 
is  well  known.     This  **  officer  '*  said — 

"  I  received  the  order  personally  from  a 
General  of  the  highest  rank,  holding  one  of  the 
first  positions  in  South  Africa.  The  order  was 
repeated  twice,  so  that  there  might  be  no  mis- 
take. I  lound  that  all  the  other  senior  officers 
were  aware  of  the  order.  What  their  private 
opinions  and  intentions  were  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  heard  no  word  of  condemnation." 

Well,  Sir,  that  is  an  attempt,  not 
merely  to  charge  Lord  Kitchener  and 
the  highest  authorities  of  the  British 
Army,  but  all  the  senior  officers  engaged 
in  that  particular  operation,  with  a  grave 
military  crime,   with  the  intention  of 

Mr.  Brodrick, 


taking  action,  which  from  every  stand- 
point would  be  abhoiTent  to  the  feelings 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  That 
would  be  admirably  calculated  to  increase 
the  violence  of  opinion  between  the  two 
combatants,  and  was  framed  absolutely 
and  solely  for  the  purpose  of  damaging 
the  British  troops. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY:  I  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  whether  that  letter 
was  not  published  in  The  Times  in 
London  also. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  this  publication  in  The  Times.  I 
am  speaking  only  of  what  took  place  in 
South  Africa.  At  all  events  the  point 
I  have  in  view  in  reading  that  extract 
is  to  show  what  I  believe  was  not  con- 
tested, that  this  journal  was  acting 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  increasing  the 
anti-British  feeling  in  South  Africa,  and 
it  was  because  of  the  seditious  libel 
that  Mr.  Cartwright  was  put  in  prison. 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman  had  an  eloquent 
passage  at  the  close  of  his  observations, 
in  which  he  spoke  of  the  iniquity  of  using 
martial  law  for  anything  beyond  necessity, 
or  the  supposed  necessity  of  martial  law. 
He  asked  the  House  whether  there  was 
any  position  in  which  Mr.  Cartwright 
could  do  less  damage  to  this  country  than 
by  disseminating  anti-British  propaganda 
in  this  country.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  any  position  in  which  he  can  be 
of  less  danger,  but  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  it  would  be  less  danger  if  he  is  not 
in  a  position  to  disseminate  any  anti- 
British  propaganda  at  all.  I  confess  I 
am  astonished  at  the  violence  with  which 
those  who  profess  to  desire  a  peace  policy 
and  a  fruitful  issue  of  the  present  negotia- 
tions attack  the  Grovernment  if  they  do 
not  let  loose  all  those  whose  writings  and 
actions  tend  to  the  prolongation  of  the  war. 
Mr.  Cartwright  knows  well  the  palate 
for  which  he  has  to  cater.  Men  like 
him,  having  channels  of  communication 
with  Cape  Colony,  may  undoubtedly 
exercise  a  very  considerable  effect  on  the 
minds  of  the  Boers  by  producing  as  facts, 
when  they  may  be  entire  fictions,  like  his 
previous  writings  from  this  country,  the 
very  arguments  which  will  suggest  to  the 
Boers  to  ask  for  terms  which  it  is  not 
possible  for  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
consider.  I  know  that  hon.  Members 
opposite  do  not  beheve  that  speeches  or 
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writings  in  this  country  have  any  serious  struggla  Having  regard  to  the  facts 
effect  on  the  war.  I  can  only  say  that  by  that  this  question  is  still  suh  judice,  that 
the  very  last  mail  I  received  the  transla-  we  have  pronounced  no  final  opinion 
tion  of  an  extract  from  The  Giwemment  upon  it,  that  we  have  made  communi- 
Giizflt^  of  tfw.  Orange  Frn  Siaie,  the  official  cations  in  the  sense  of  the  terms  which 
publication  of  the  defunct  Boer  Govern-  reached  us  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
ment,  dated  25th  January  of  this  very  man,  and  that  these  have  not  yet  been 
year,  and  contoining  a  somewhat  Bowd-  answered,  I  suggest  that  on  every 
lerised  edition  of  the  speech  of  the  right  ground  it  is  undesirable  to  endeavour  to 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi-  (^^^  ^  jo  that  which  they  will  not  do- 
tion  delivered,  I  think,  at  Plymouth  m  namely,  without  consultation  -.vith  the 
Deceml>er  last.  I  am  not  gomg  to  trouble  authorities  in  South  Africa,  to  issue  an 
the  House  with  that  speeck  Wy  word  ^j^^  ^^ich  might  have  a  far-reaching 
of  it  justifies  my  contention  that  these    ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^3     ^j^i,^  ^^^  ^ 

speeches  are  treasured,  pnzed,  and  circu- ,  ^j^^  ^j  ^^^  -^^  f^^  ^  ^^^  ^       ^^y, 

UUKi  by  the   Boer  leaders  for  the  sole   ^^^j^j    J  ^.^^^  ^^^   interests  of  the 
purpose  of  Kcttmc  those  of  their  followers    •    ••  -j  *^  i     u       •*  •    ^.u       u-    ♦     r  i.u 
^67re  gftting^weary  of  the  war  and  ,  ^^^^^^^ual  whom  it  is  the  object  of  the 
despairing^  of  tte  resiilt  to  continue  in  I  ^^^  ^^'^  Gentleman  to  serve, 
the  field.  < 

As  l)etween  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  *(5.5.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HAKCOURT 
man  and  the  (Tovernment  there  is  i  (Monmouthshire,  W.) :  What  does  the  right 
no  very  wide  margin.  The  right  hon.  bon.  Gentleman  mean  by  saying  that 
Gentleman  contends  that  Mr.  Cartwright  this  question  is  sub  judice  ?  Who  are 
has  completed  his  sentence  and  has  a  right  the  judges'?  Neither  the  Secretary  of 
to  go  free  without  any  stipulation  what-  State  nor  the  Commander  in-Chief  in 
ever,  whereas,  in  all  cases  of  martial  law  it  |  »^uth  Africa  has  anything  to  say  as 
is  in  the  power,  a  power  which  has  been  to  what  a  British  subject  shall  do  in 
exercised  by  the  authorities,  and  rightly  this  country.  If  any  man  on  that  bench 
and  judiciously  exercised,  to  assign  in  some  or  any  of  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
cases  a  place  of  residence  to  those  whose  ment  are  going  to  maintain  that  martial 
actions  lay  them  open  to  suspicion  and  law  exists  in  South  Africa,  that  is  one 
which  may  be  of  damage  to  the  State,  thing,  and  there,  when  martial  law  eiosts, 
and  whom  they  do  not  dcire  to  retain  you  may  detername  what  is  to  be  done 
in  gaol.  The  most  that  can  be  said  oi^'^^l^-  But  for  Lord  Kitchener  and  the 
the  action  with  regani  to  Mr.  Cart- '  "g^^^  hon.  Gentleinan  to  undertake  to 
Wright  is  that  the  Military  Authorities  ,  ^etermme  between  themselves  what  shall 
have  thought  it  desirable  to  assign  him  !  ^  done  and  upon  ^^^\^^''^'^^^^^ 
such  a  plafe  of  residence  for  a  irtain  '  ^^n  shall  act  ^^^^  »^«  ^^^^?^,,?^.  J^^^^ 
Mriod  [Several  Hon  Mfmrers-  What  country— is  contrary  to  the  constitution, 
period.     L^veraiUON.  members,  w Hat    j         j^  ^^^  ^^j-^^^  1^.  p^jbie  that  m 

period  ]]       So   far    as   I  know,     he    is    ^^^  twentieth  century,  from  the  Constitu- 

tional  party,  we  should  hear  that  martial 
law  is  not  to  be  confined  even  to  South 


limited  to  Cape  Town.      What  I  suggest 

to  the  House  is  this — that  this  Motion,  

which  we  are  ready  to  meet  on  its  merits,  Xfn^^thaT  it  is^'for  Loixl  Kitchener, 
IS  also  entirely  premature.  We  have ,  ^nder  martial  law,  to  determine  what 
asked  for  stipulations  on  Mr.  Cartwright*s  ig  to  be  the  conduct  of  a  British  subject 
part,  undertakings  as  to  his  conduct  if ;  j^  this  British  land.  What  is  the 
he  is  sent  to  this  country.    The  result  is 


meaning  of  this  communication  which 
not  yet  known  to  us.  Until  it  is,  I  can-  jg  going  on  between  the  Secretary  of 
not  undertake  to  overrule  the  opinion  of  i  State  for  War  and  the  Commander-in- 
the  authorities  in  South  Africa.  We '  Chief  in  South  Africa  as  to  the 
have  the  strongest  possible  grounds  at '  terms  upon  which  Mr.  Cartwright  is  to 
all  times  for  avoiding  that  which  may  be  allowed  to  return  to  England  and  as 
add  to  our  present  diflBculty  in  South  i  to  his  conduct  when  in  England  1  Why, 
Africa,  and  we  should,  I  think,  be  i  Sir,  if  he  comes  here  and  he  does  anything 
criminally  guilty  if  we  were  not  specially  which  is  contrary  to  British  law  or  con- 
oareful  at  the  present  moment  as  to  trary  to  British  interest,  he  is  subject 
taking  action  which  might  in  many  cases  \  to  be  restrained  and  punished  here  under 
lead  to  the  indefinite  prolongation  of  the  !  British  law.     He  is  not  to  be  governed  by 
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a  bargain  enforced  upon  him  by  threats 
of  imprisonment,  not  on  account  of  any 
danger  there.  A  place  is  to  be  assigned 
to  him,  and  the  place  is  Cape  Town, 
where,  as  I  understand  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  he  is  to  be  allowed  to  be 
free.  Then  he  is  not  a  very  dangerous 
man  there.  But  he  is  not  to  be  free 
if  he  comes  to  this  country.  What  is 
this  1  We  have  heard  of  the  banishment 
of  the  Boer  leaders ;  but  this  is  a  power 
assumed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  South 
Africa,  to  banish  a  man  from  British 
soil,  a  principle  of  banishment,  not  on 
account  of  the  mischief  he  may  do  at 
the  Cape,  but  on  account  of  the  mischief 
that  he  may  do  when  he  comes  here.  What 
has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  to  that  1 
He  has  no  business  to  make  himself  the 
judge  as  to  the  danger  of  a  man's  conduct 
nere.  You  must  judge  him  by  the  law 
of  the  land.  Why,  Sir,  on  the  part  of 
the  Executive — I  am  not  desirous  of 
using  in  this  House  unnecessarily  strong 
language,  but  I  say  this  is  an  impudent 
pretension.  It  is  necessary  to  the  free- 
dom of  this  country,  the  security  for  all 
our  liberties  is,  that  whilst  the  law  is 
suspended  for  the  moment  in  South 
Africa,  men  in  the  position  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  not  determine 
upon  what  conditions  a  man  shall  live 
in  this  country,  what  he  should  say, 
and  what  he  should  do. 

It  is  said  that  the  raising  of  this  ques- 
tion is  premature.  It  is  not  premature  at 
all.  The  very  moment  that  such  a  doctrine 
as  this  is  stated  in  this  House  of  Com- 
mons it  should  be  instantly  denounced  and 
repudiated.  It  was  not  necessary  to  wait 
even  forthe  expiration  of  the  sentence.  The 
doctrine  was  propounded  weeks  ago,  in 
contemplation  of  the  expiration  of  the 
sentence,  and  I  do  not  care  whether  you 
take  the  blunt  language  of  the  noble 
Lord,  or  whether  you  take  the  unconsti- 
tutional langua;s:e  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  it  is  our  business  to  denounce  it, 
it  is  our  business  to  make  it  clear  that  a 
pretension  of  that  kind  is  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  liberties  of  every  Englishman. 
It  is  putting  the  clock  back  200  years 
for  the  Executive  (Government  to  pre- 
tend to  determine  the  le^^ality  or  the 
propriety  of  the  conduct  of  British  sub- 
jects here.  You  may  say  at  elections,  if 
you  like,  that  every  vote  given  against 
the  Government  is  a  vote  for  the  Boers. 

^ir  William  Harcaurt. 


But  you  do  not  dare  to  prevent  men 
from  coming   to  this  country  on  that 
account.      I  say,   Sir,   it   is  a   scandal 
that  such  language  a«  that  should  have 
been  heard  from  that  bench.    It  is  con- 
trary to  every  principle  on  which  the 
elementary  liberties  of  every  British  sub- 
ject depend  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  Lord  Kitchener  should  be  carrying  on 
correspondence  and  communications  as 
to  the  conditions  to   be  imposed  upon 
a  man,  not  for  anything  he  is  to  do  out 
there,  not  in  reg^oxl  to  any  danger  in 
South  Africa,  where  the  war  is  carried 
on,  but  in  consideration  of  a  speculation 
of  what  he  mav  do  if  he  comes  to  this 
country.     It  is  a  monstrous  and  scanda- 
lous thing  that  such  adoctrine  should  ever 
have  been  uttered  in  the  House  of  Com 
mons. 

♦(5.14.)  Sir  H.  MEYSEY-THOMPSON 
(Stafford,  Hands  worth):  I  think  my  consti- 
tuents would  wish  me  to  sav  one  word 
on  this  subject.  I  believe  their  opinion 
is  that  we  sent  Lord  Kitchener  to  South 
Africa  to  finish  the  war.  In  order  that 
he  might  be  free  from  the  intricacies  and 
delays  of  the  ordinary  law,  we  armed 
him  with  the  powers  of  martial  law, 
and  we  consider  that  if  he  did  not  use 
these  powers  to  the  best  of  his  judgment 
he  would  be  a  traitor  to  his  country. 
In  all  matters  concerning  the  war,  and 
the  conduct  of  affairs  in  South  Africa 
relating  to  the  war,  we  are  prepared  to 
support  the  judgment  of  Lord  Kitchener 
against  the  whole  of  the  Opposition. . 

Mr,  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield) :  I  do  not  think  that 
that  is  a  fair  statement,  as  many  of  us 
on  this  side  of  the  House  are  quite  as 
anxious  as  any  hon.  Members  opposite 
can  be  to  see  Lord  Kitchener  bring  the 
war  to  an  end,  and  to  give  him  what- 
ever powers  may  be  necessary  for  that 
purpose.  I  strongly  repudiate  theattitude 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has 
taken  up  on  this  subject.  I  should  like 
to  point  out  that  from  the  military  point 
of  view  martial  law  goes  so  far  that 
a  man  may  be  tried  by  court  martial 
and  may  be  condenmed,  but  that  when  he 
has  served  his  sentence,  even  in  the  field, 
he  becomes  free,  in  the  sense  which  is 
understood  by  every  civilised  country. 
The  Secretary  of  State  said  he  might  be 
kept  in  prison.     It  is  true  you  may  keep 
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Anybody  in  prison  under  martial  law, 
but  not  under  the  sentence  of  the  court 
martial,  because  the  man  has  served  his 
sentence.  Then  it  was  said  he  was  not 
in  prison  indefinitely,  but  that  he  is  not 
allowed  to  go  abroad  for  some  period 
which  is  not  stated.  If  that  is  not  in- 
definitely, I  do  not  know  what  "in- 
definitely "  is  ;  and  I  say  there  is  no  right 
to  put  a  restriction  on  his  liberty  for  an 
undefined  period. 

(5.18.)    Mr.      ELLIOT      (Durham): 
It     appears    to    me    that    the    House 
of    Commons    has    a    very    important 
duty    cast    upon     it     by     what     has 
taken    place    this   evening.    My    right 
hon.   friend  seems    to   have    mistaken 
the   issue    he    had  to  try.     Our  duty 
here      is      to     consider      the     charge 
t>rought   against    this  man.      I    know 
nothing  about  Mr.  Cartwright,  and  for 
my  part  I  fully  believe  that  be  deserved 
the  sentence  which  has  been  passed  upon 
him,  and  I  think  he  might  even  have 
deserved  a  severer  punishment ;  but, that. 
Sir,  is  not  the  question.    I  feel    that  if 
I  had  to  decide  on  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  his  original  offence  I  could  not  give 
An  honest  verdict  in  his  favour  until  I 
had  heard  the    speeches  made  on   his 
behalf  as  well  as  those  made  against  him. 
I  know  not  how  badly  Mr.  Cartwright 
behaved.     I  know   nothing    about  Mr. 
Cartwright ;  but  be  he  what  he  may,  he 
is  at  least  a  British  subject.      He   is  a 
fellow  citizen   of  every  one  of  us  here, 
And  he  stands,  and  has  a  right  to  stand, 
upon  his  rights  before  the  htw.     He  has 
those  rights  by  virtue  of  the  CJonstitution, 
and  I  say  those  rights  have  been  denied 
hioL     Sir,  this  is  a  very  painful  case.    It 
as  a  case  that  ought  not  to  have  come 
before  us  in  its  present  condition.     What 
iB  the  case )    It  is  that  the  man  Cart 
wright,  who  has  served  his  sentence,  is  still 
being  detained  in  South  Africa.     When 
the  time  comes  when  a  criminal,  who  has 
been   tried    by  a   judge  and  convicted, 
walks  out  of  gaol,  he  walks  out  a  free 
man.       That    is    exactly    Cartwright*s 
position.      I  am  reminded  that  martial 
law  remains  absolute  throughout  South 
Africa.    No  doubt  that  gives  the  military 
authority  in  that  country  power  to  do 
what  they  please  in  South  Africa,  and 
there  is  no  application  anywhere  except 
•to  the    House  of  Commons.     And   the 


House  of  Commons  is  bound  to  see  that 
men's  just  rights  are  protected,   even 
though  those  men  are  in  a  country  which 
is  subjected — and  properly,  in  my  opinion 
—to  martial  law.     Now,  what  is  it  that 
Mr.  Cartwright  wants  to  do  and  is  pre- 
vented from  doing  7     If  Mr.  Cartwright 
proposed   to  travel  through    all   South 
Africa  and  make  inflammatory  speeches, 
or  proposed  to  start  a  newspaper  again  in 
South  Africa,  I  could  quite  understand 
Lord  Kitchener  being  perfectly  justified, 
as  the  guardian  of  British  interests  out 
there,  in  preventing  him  from  acting  in 
that  way — not  bj?  virtue  of  the  sentence 
passed  on  Cartwright,  but  by  virtue  of 
the  martial    law    that    prevails.       But 
what  we  are  told  today — and  it  has  not 
been  contradicted  —  is  that  Mr.  Cart- 
wright claimed  to  come  home  to  England, 
and  it  is  actually  asserted   on    this   side 
of    the   House    that    it    was    perfectly 
competent  for  the  military  authorities  to 
deny  his  right  to  come  to  England,  be- 
cause   of    the    danger    his    actions    in 
England  would  entail.    If  ever  there  was 
a  case  in  which  there  were  not  two  sides 
to  the  argument,  it  is  this.    I  repudiate 
altogether  the  suggestion  that  those  who 
intervene  in  favour  of  the  Constitution, 
of  British  law  and  liberty,  are  to  be  in 
any  way  taken  as  supporting  the  cause 
of  the  enenues  of  Great  Britain.     I  am 
as  anxious  as  the  Secretary  for  War  is, 
and  more  than  that  I  cannot  say,  that  our 
arms  should   quickly  prevail   in   South 
Africa,   and  that    the   war   should    be 
rapidly  brought  to   a   victorious   close. 
But  I  also  have  r^ard  for  British  rights 
and  Uberties,  and  I  maintain  that  the 
House  of  Commons  has  a  duty  upon  it, 
apart  and  separate  from  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  Government.     It  has  been  said 
that  the  House  of  Commons  has  sunk  in 
the  estimation  of  the  peopk",  a  statement 
I  do  not  believe,  but  the  House  will  lose 
respect  if  it  refuses  to  stand  up  against 
any  attack  on  the  rights  of  Englishmen 
under  the  Constitution. 


(5.25.)  Earl  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.): 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  never 
heardasubject  in  this  Houseon  which  there 
was  less  argument  on  one  side.  I  believe 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  favour 
of  that  view  of  the  question  which  we  on 
this  side  of  the  House  support  I  agree 
with  my  hon.  friend  behind  me  that  all 
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of  us  are  anxious  to  finish  the  war,  and 
that  everything  that  is  necessary  should 
be  done  in  order  to  finish  the  war,  and 
I  believe  that  martial  law  is  necessary  in 
South  Africa,  but  I  do  not  agree  that 
we  are  to  form  our  own  opinions  as  to 
whether  Mr.  Cartwright's  views  had  a 
more  evil  influence  on  events  in  South 
Africa,  according  to  whether  they  were 
published  there  or  in  this  country.  It 
appears  to  me  that  if  we  allow  martial 
law  in  South  Africa  we  must  give  due 
weight  to  the  opinion  of  Lord  Kitchener 
as  to  the  effect  of  such  pubUcations.  If 
this  case  of  Mr.  Cartwright  had  any 
reference  to  the  civil  Bberties  and 
privileges  of  an  Englishman  in  this 
country,  then  certainly  every  man  who 
values  those  liberties  or  is  loval  in  his 
duty  to  the  House  of  Commons  ought  to 
protest  against  what  has  been  done. 
But  I  draw  a  very  difi'erent  conclusion 
from  the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  attacks  the  Government 
on  two  grounds.  He  says  that  the 
military  authorities  have  no  right  to 
prevent  Mr.  Cartwright  from  coming  to 
this  country  after  the  expiration  of 
hi«  term  of  imprisonment,  and  that  Lord 
Kitchener  had  no  right  to  exact  from 
Mr.  Cartwright  an  undertaking  as  to  the 
course  of  conduct  he  would  pursue  if  he 
did  come.  I  think  the  first  of  these 
arguments  has  been  effectually  disposed 
of  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  pointed 
out  how  over  and  over  again  in  the  past 
people  who  fulfilled  their  terms  of 
punishment  in  South  Africa  have  been 
assigned  a  fixed  place  of  residence,  and 
have  been  prevented  from  travelling. 
Lord  Kitchener  had  a  right  to  say  to  Mr. 
Cartwright— "You  may  remain  in  South 
Africa,  wheie  you  can  do  no  harm,  but 
you  shall  n  >t  go  to  England."  Why  is  it 
a  greater  invasion  of  liberty  to  say, 
**You  shall  not  leave  South  Africa  to 
go  to  England,"  than  to  say,  "You 
shall  not  leave  Cape  Town  and  go  to  the 
Orange  Colony"?  There  is  no 
difference  between  the  two  positions. 
Then  it  is  said  that  the  military 
authorities  have  no  right  to  exact  an 
undertaking  from  Mr.  Cartwright  as  to 
his  course  of  conduct.  From  what  I 
have  heard  I  understand  Mr.  Cartwright 
volunteered  an  undertaking. 
Earl  Percy. 


Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY :  I  may  say- 
though  my  information  is  at  second- 
hand— that  in  his  letter  of  applicatioo 
Mr.  Cartwright  expressed  his  willingness 
to  show  to  the  authorities  a  hon/i  fide 
engagement  for  ndh-political  work  in 
England. 

Earl  PERCY :  That  comes  to  very 
much  the  same  thing  as  willingness  to 
givt  an  undertaking.  Apparently  he 
was  prepared  to  give  an  undertaking 
as  to  the  course  he  would  pursue 
if  he  came  to  this  country.  I  admit 
I  think  it  does  seem  rather  questionable, 
though  it  is  perfectly  legitimate,  but 
whether  it  was  judicious  or  wise  is  ^ 
different  matter.  The  conclusion  I 
draw  from  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  Grcntleman  is  that  he  would  have 
been  better  advised  if  he  had  endorsed 
the  action  of  Lord  Kitchener  in  pro- 
hibiting Mr.  Cartwright  from  leaving 
South  Africa,  and  when  the  war  it 
over,  or  when  he  thought  Mr.  Cart- 
wright's  presence  in  this  country  would 
be  attended  by  no  kind  of  danger — oi^ 
which  I  express  no  opinion — he  should 
be  allowed  to  return  without  any  stipu- 
lation whatever. 

♦(5.30.)  Mr.  BLAKE  (Longford,  S.) : 
The  general  importance  of  this  matter 
infinite'y  transcends  the  circumstances  of 
this  particular  case,  but,  even  taking  the 
circumstances  of  this  particular  case* 
they  appear  to  me  to  demonstrate  the 
absolute  foUy  of  the  course  which  has 
been  taken,  and  is  now  being  pursued. 
The  circumstances  are  these.  There 
was  published  in  The  Times  newspaper, 
some  three  weeks  before  its  re-pubuca- 
tion  by  Mr.  Cartwright  in  his  paper 
at  Cape  Town,  a  letter,  purporting  to 
be  from  a  British  oflficer.  No  action 
was  taken  by  the  authorities  responsible 
for  the  preservation  of  law  and  order 
in  free  England  against  The  Times 
newspaper,  that  most  influential  journal, 
for  the  publication  of  that  which,  if  it 
was  a  s^itious  libel  in  Cape  Town,  was 
a  seditious  libel  in  London.  I  do  not 
complain  of  the  appeal  to  the  law  m 
Cape  Town,  and  the  neglect  to  appeal 
to  the  law  here;  but  I  argue  that  the 
neglect  to  appeal  to  the  law  here  was 
due  to  the  view,  reasonably  entertained, 
that   whatever  might    be  the  necessity 
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of  appealing  to  the  law  in  Cape  Town,  laws  of  the  land.     But  manacles  are  to- 

there  was  no  necessity  to  do  so  here.      I  be  put  upon  him  ;  hia   tongue  is  to  be 

*pply  that  proposition  to  the  exigencies  of  eagged  ;    gyves  are  to  he  put  upon  his- 

today.    We  have  had  shown  by  the  action  hands   by   his   honourable  obligation.     I 

there,  and  the  inaction  here,  the  relative  am  glad  of  the  certificate  of  character  so 

dangers,  in  the  view  of  the  authorities,  far  given   to   Mr.   Cartwright,  that  the 

of   the    publication    o^    seditious    libels  ^^overnment  believe  they  can  trust  that 

in  Africa  and   in    England.      We   have  honourable  obligation.      They   know    it 

had  it  shown— and   I   am   glad   for  the  ^^^s  "^^  s^n^  m  Ja^»  ^"^  ^^^Y  believe 

honour   of  this   country  that,  however  ^^^Y  c*»  ^^ust  his  honourable  obligation 

far,  in  the   view  of  the  Executive,   we  — ^^ich  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  observe 

may  have  descended   even  in  a  twelve-  7",^^  .^^'^^  ^^^  amongst  the  40  000,000 

month-that,  at  any  rate,  at  that  time  Jn»jal>>tants  of  these  islands  will  be  the 

it     was     thought    not    dangerous     to  ^"!>:   I^^ng  '^hman    marked    by     the    in- 

England,  or  injurious  to  the   progress  f^^^^>:  .*"^*  ^^^  mcapacity  to  say  or  wnte 

of  the  war,  that  The  Tini^s  should  pub-  ^^^   ^^\'J?,.,^«   ^'"'  ,?".^.f,^.^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^ 

lish    something   of    this    kind   without  '•^«PO»«»l>»!!^'««  and  liabilities  common  to 

L--   ^    _  ^  J    r  j-i.-  lu  I  US   all.       This   18  a  very  serious  matter, 

be  ng    prosecuted    for     seditious    libel,  j  ^^^^^  ,^^^,^^  ^^^^  ^.j^^    ^^^  ^^^^.^, 

But  If  that  be  so,  what  is  the  answer,  j  ^^  ^^^  j  ^^^  ^  ^.j^^  ^^  ^^^  ^/^ 
in  the  circumstances  of  this  particular  ^^^j  -^^  J^^^^^  j  ^^^.^  ^1^1^^  however, 
case  to  be  made  to  the  suggestion  of  ^^at  among.t  its  effects,  has  been  a  very 
my  hon.  fnend^  that  there  is  no  danger  in  ^  deterioration  in  the  moral  sense,  in 

allowing  a  freeborn  Englishman  to  return  the  love  of  liberty,  in  the  determination 
to  tree  England,  and  there,  subject  to  the  to  risk  the  inconveniences,  and  to  expose 
exigencies  of  the  law  and  the  hmitatioris  o^e's  self  to  the  troubles  that  have  some- 
of  the  general  law  to  which  we  are  all  times  to  be  borne  in  pursuit,  defence,  and 
amenable,  to  say  the  thing  he  wiU  ?  The  preservation  of  the  rights  of  free-born 
factsof  the  particular  case  navethus  demon-  Englishmen,  and  of  that  deterioration  the 
strat^d  the  truth  of  my  right  hon.  fnend  s  aefence  of  this  day  is  proof, 
proposition.  It  is  absurd  to  suggest  that  ^^^  ^e  hear  in  the  House  of  Commons 
there  is  danger  here  so  great  as  to  excuse  the  suggestion  that  martial  law,  forsooth, 
this  extraordinary  invasion  of  the  rights  j^  ^  y^^  guch  a  capricious  and  uncertain 
of  an  Englishman.  element  of  power,  that  the  urgent  neces- 

Another  point   is  this — What  are  the    sity  of  the  case,  which  is  the  only  defence 
deliberations      about  ?        What     is     it    for  the  exercise  of  martial  law,  is  to  be  con- 
that  is  $uh  jttdirel      Up   to  now,    I  had    stniedsowidelyas  to  allow  the  Commander- 
believed    that    it   was   by   the   law   and    in-Chief  in  South  Africa  to  judge  of  the 
the   courts   that   an   Englishman's  rights    tone  and  temper  of  the  British  people,  of 
in  England  were  ruled,  but  the  right  hon.    British  interests  abroad,  or  of   Imperial 
Gentleman  opposite  seems  to  think  that    interests  outside  South   Africa ;  and  on 
Lonl    Kitchener    and    the   Secretary    of    his  conception  of  these  topics  to  banish 
State  for  War  are  the  judges  who  are  to    from    England    an    Englishman,   and   to 
decide  on  these  rights.     What  is  it  they    retain  him  in  South  Africa.     That  seems 
are    determining  ?      Just    look    at    the    to  me  to  be  the  most  extraordinary  ex- 
absolute    folly    of    the    whole   business,    tension  of  all  the  doctrines  of  marti  J  law 
They   are   determining   what    letters    of    of  which  I  ever  heard.     Consider  it  for 
limitation  of  his  rights  Mr.  Cartwright  is  to    a   moment.     The   noble   Lord   says  that 
sign,  what  solemn   obligations — 1   know    while   a   man   is   in   the   area   in   which 
not   whether   under  seal,  or  signed  with    martial  law  has  been  set  up,  his  liberty 
his   blood — he   is   to   enter  into,  as  the    may   be   restrained.      Of   course  it  may 
price   of   his   coming   back   to  England  I    on   the   ground   of   majority.      But   the 
rhen  when  he  comes  here — is  there  law    very     fact     that    his     liberty    may    be 
here  yet?      Would  he  break  the  law  if   arbitrarily   restrained,   is  a   reason   why 
he  breaks  that  obligation  ?     No;  he  can     every    Englishman,    and,    most    of    all, 
not  be   punished  here  if  he  breaks  that    every    Member  of   the  English  House  of 
obligation.      He   can   be   punished  here,    Commons,  should  look  upon  the  imposi- 
thank  God — unless  we  are  to  have  such    tion  of  martial  law  as  an  odious  necossity, 
judges  as  have  been  set  up  tonight — only    and  jealously  scrutinise  every  single  act 
if,  and  when  he  breaks  the  common  equal    clone  under  its  pretence.     The  man  may 
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be  restrained.  It  is  possible  to  restrain 
bim  in  jail,  or  within  the  limits  of  Cape 
Town,. if  you  please.  But  that  is  because 
it  is  alleged  to  be  of  the  necessity  of  the 
case  there,  in  the  theatre  of  war.  But  to 
say  that  a  man  whose  ofiPence,  which  has 
been  expiated  by  this  twelve  months  sen- 
tence, was  committed  when  martial  law  did 
not  obtain,  and  who  it  is  not  pretended  has 
conmiitted  any  other  offence,  is  to  be  pre- 
vented from  coming  to  England,  his  home 
6,000  miles  away  from  the  theatre  of  war, 
unless  he  gives  some  undertaking,  dimin- 
ishing the  rights  he  should  enjoy  in 
<x)mmon  with  his  40,000,000  fellow 
Englishmen,  is  absolutely  indefensible. 
It's  a  thing  which,  if  I  had  sti'.l  any 
bopes  of  this  House,  I  should  have 
thought  they  would  this  day  repudiate. 

(5.40.)  Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL 
(Oldham) :  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  express- 
ing to  the  House  how  greatly  I  differ  from 
the  view  my  noble  friend  the  Member  for 
Kensington  has  put  forward,  and  my  regret 
that  one  who  so  often  delights  this  House 
with  his  eloquence  and  well-reasoned 
.arguments  should  have  committed  him- 
self to  such  a  very  bad  position  on  this 
occasion.  This  is  not  a  question  of  Party 
At  all,  it  is  a  very  great  question  arising 
from  a  very  small  incident  in  the  course 
of  the  warfare  in  South  Africa.  It  does 
not  matter  a  row  of  buttons  who  Mr. 
•Cartwright  is.  He  may  be  a  ruffian, 
perhaps  he  is.  But  he  has  been  tried  by 
a  couit  martial  for  any  offence  he  has 
committed  1 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  No :  by  a 
judge  and  a  jury. 

Mb.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL:  He 
has  been  tried  by  a  judge  and  jury ;  he 
had  been  found  guilty  ;  and  South  Africa 
is  not  an  atmosphere,  I  imagine,  in  which 
A  man  would  be  likely  to  get  less  punish- 
ment than  he  deserved,  although  I  am 
bound  to  say,  in  view  of  what  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  read,  Mr.  Cartwright 
appears  to  have  been  lucky  in  the  sentence 
he  received;  but,  at  any  rate,  he  has 
served  his  sentence,  and  his  offence  is 
blotted  out.  There  is  no  right  or  power 
in  this  country  which  allows  the  Home 
Government,  in  time  of  peace,  to  proceed 
against  a  man  who  has  already  served  all 
that  the  law  has  a  right  to  require  of  him. 
If  there  is  no  right,  there  is  no  reason. 
What  reason  has  the  Grovemment  to  be 

Mr.  Blake. 


afraid  of   Mr.   Cartwright?      There  are 
many  people  in  this  country  who  spread 
what  is  called  anti  British  propaganda,  but 
does  that  alter  the  opinion  of  the  British 
people  1    Has  it  in  any  way  impaired  the 
security  of  the  British  Government  1    No 
Government  has  benefited  so  much  by 
the  strong  support  and  opinions  of  the 
masses  of  the  country  as  this  Gk)vemment. 
No  Government  has  less  right  not  to  allow 
those    masses     to    receive    any    opinion 
within  the  law   which  may  be  properly 
expressed    to    them.     This    is    a    great 
constitutional  principle,  and  I  should  be 
very  sorry  indeed  if  it  were  thought  by 
those  outside  who  read  the  debates  in 
this  House  that  constitutional  principles 
are  valued  and  supported   only  by  hon. 
Members  opposite.     There  are  some  of 
us  on  this  side  of  the  House  who  are  not 
prepared  to  see  a    great  constitutional 
principle  violated,  not»  I  think,  with  any 
deliberate    intent,    but    simply    because 
those  who  administer  the  law  have  got 
used  to  an  over  exercise  of  power,  and 
who,  having  overstepped  themselves  on 
this  occasion,  should  be  made  by  the  doa 
authority   of    this    House    to    withdraw 
within  the  limits  of  the  law. 

(5,45.)  Mr  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) : 
We  have  heard  tonight  some  speeches 
about  great  constitutional  principles,  but 
what  does  that  really  amount  to  ?  A 
man  in  South  Africa  has  written  a  most 
scandalous  article  to  incite  his  fellow 
countrymen  against  this  country.  He 
has  been  tried  for  it  and  punished,  and  it 
is  said  that  that  ends  the  matter.  But  I 
venture  to  say  that  we  have  another  side 
to  look  at,  and  it  is  the  fact  that  we  are 
at  war.  What  this  man  was  doing  and 
might  do  in  the  future  it  was  thought  by 
the  authorities  might  lead  to  great  harm, 
and  so  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Lord 
Milner  think  he  is  a  man  who  should  not 
be  allowed  to  come  to  this  country  in 
order  to  make  use  of  this  country's  plat- 
forms to  sow  and  create  dissent  from  the 
policy  of  the  war.  It  is  idle  to  talk  about 
the  rights  of  an  Englishman  in  this  way. 
[Nationalist  cheers.]  I  hear  ereat  cheering 
from  hon.  Members  from  Ireland,  but  they 
are  always  elated  at  anything  which  is 
detrimental  to  this  country.  The  rights 
of  this  individual,  who  has  behaved  in 
this  scandalous  manner,  are  as  nothing 
compared  to  the  rights  of  those  persons 
in  South  Africa  whom  his  conduct  would 
tend  to  injure. 
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I  do  not  always  support  the  Govern- 
ment, but  I  say  that  in  this  matter  they 
have  taken  a  proper  and  a  firm  line.  It  is 
childish  talking  in  this  vray,  and  getting 
Members  of  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
to  father  these  various  cases  in  order  fb 
make  mischief.  We  have  had  a  great 
deal  too  much  of  this  lately.  I  say  that, 
in  spite  of  what  this  House  does  and 
what   hon.   Members  do,  the  country  is 

fetting  tired  of  this  sort  of  thing.  Lord 
lilner  and  Lord  Kitchener,  in  the  exercise 
of  their  high  powers,  have  thought  it 
desirable  that  this  man  should  be  kept 
where  he  is,  and  we  are  bound  to  support 
them  in  that  action.  It  is  quite  poiwible 
that  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Ottice  did  not  give  a  very  wise  answer. 
Unfortunately  it  was,  I  think,  an  answer 
to  a  supplementary  Question  which  he 
had  not  carefully  prepared.  [Opposition 
cries  of  "  No,  no."]  Nevertheless,  the 
fact  remains  that  in  a  state  of  war 
We  ought  to  support  the  men  whom 
we  trust  in  doing  everything  which  they 
consider  is  necessary  to  conclude  the 
war.  Here  is  a  man,  judging  from 
the  nature  of  the  extract  from  the 
article  which  has  been  read  out,  who  has 
written  something  reflecting  upf)n  the 
British  soldiers.  [Cries  of  "  No,  no."]  He 
published  statements  of  a  most  scandalous 
and  disgraceful  character  against  honour 
Able  men  who  belong  to  this  country, 
and  after  he  was  punished,  so  far  from 
his  punishment  ending  the  matter,  I  say 
that  Ix»rd  Milner  and  Lord  Kitchener 
were  bound  to  see  that  that  man's 
actions  afterwards  did  not  tend  to 
prolong  the  war  or  injure  the  cause 
which  they  had  at  heart. 

I  think  we  are  now  becoming  so  extra- 
ordinarily mild  to  our  enemies,  and  bitter 
and  hostile  to  our  friends,  that  there 
seems  to  be  delight  whenever  you  can 
hold  up  a  plausible  case  of  any  sort  to 
turn  agrtinst  our  own  people.  This  does 
seem  an  extraordinary  position  for  this 
country  to  come  to,  and  if  there  is  one 
thing  that  degrades  this  House  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public,  it  is  that  we  are  so 
fond  of  doin^  this  sort  of  thing.  I  am 
«orry  for  it,  l>ecause  the  great  bulk  of  the 
people  support  this  war,  and  they  believe 
that    it    is    not    being   carried    out    as 

rigorously   as    it  should    be,    but    they 

are   supporting    the    Government  in   it, 

and  I  am  glad  that  the  Government  have 

acted  in  the  way  they  have  in  this  matter. 


I  trust  that  they  will  put  even  more  back- 
bone into  their  policy  and  their  methods. 
We  should  consider  in  every  respect 
that  the  men  we  trust  out  in  South  Africa 
are  doing  the  best  for  us,  and  we  ought 
not  to  be  so  fond  of  these  debates,  which 
are  telegraphed  over  to  the  enemy,  and 
it  is  no  good  saying  that  they  do  no 
harm,  because  one  of  the  speeches  of 
the   Leader  of  the    Opposition    was   re- 

Froduced  and  circulated  in  South  Africa, 
say  that  by  this  course  we  are  injuring 
the  country,  and  I  am  certain  that  the 
British  public  are  getting  rather  tired  of 
it.  I  sincerely  trust  that  we  shall  not  see 
any  more  of  these  scenes,  but  that  we 
shall  support  those  in  South  Africa  who 
are  doing  their  utmost  to  carry  out  the 
great  duty  which  we  have  entrusted 
to  them.  [A  Nationalist  Member: 
*  Why  not  send  you  outi  "] 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Perth):  I  desire  to 
repudiate  altogether  the  contention  that 
those  who  support  this  Motion  are  acting 
in  a  factious  spirit  and  hostile  to  their 
country  because  they  venture  to  support 
a  great  constitutional  principle.  In 
regard  to  matters  of  this  kind  we 
are  not  prepared  to  sacrifice  this 
great  principle  even  for  the  sake 
of  supporting  the  poHcy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  South  Africa.  The  noble  Lord 
opposite  who  spoke  in  favour  of  this 
\fotion  said  that  he  could  discover  no 
difference  whatever  between  the  action 
of  Lord  Kitchener  in  refusing  to  allow 
a  man  to  leave  Cape  Town  and  go  to  the 
Orange  Free  State  and  refusing  to  allow 
him  to  leave  the  Cape  and  come  home. 
The  noble  Lord  might  have  at  on  e 
perceived  the  difference  We  have 
martial  law  prevailing  in  South  Africa, 
but  it  does  not  prevail  in  this  country, 
and  whether  it  is  properly  proclaimed  or 
not  in  South  Africa,  the  fact  that  it 
exists  there  would  allow  Lord  Kitchener 
to  exercise  his  powers  there,  but  he 
would  have  no  right  to  extend  his 
powers  over  any  British  subject  when 
he  comes  over  here. 

I  have  risen  to  protest  against  this 
new  doctrine.  For  the  purposes  of  this 
discussion  I  assume  that  Mr.  Cartwright 
deserved  all  he  got,  and  I  assume  from 
the  nature  of  the  article  which  has  been 
read  out  that  he  ought  to  have  been 
punished.  He  has,  I  understand,  suffered 
his  punishment.     Having   suffered    his 
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punishment,  Mr.  Cartwright  proposes  to 
come  back  to  this  country,  and  we  are 
told  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  the 
Secretary    of    State  for    War  or    Lord 
Kitchener  to  impose    conditions    on    a 
British  subject  when  he  returns  to  this 
country.      A   more  dangerous  doctrine 
has    never     been    enunciated    by    any 
Minister,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  strongly 
protest  against  it.     If  Mr.    Cartwright, 
when  he  returns  here,  breaks  the  pledges 
he  has  given,  there  is  no  power  whatever 
to  punish  him  for  so  doing.      The  law 
here   can   take    no   cognisance   of  this 
undertaking,    but    if    Mr.     Cartwright 
comes  to  this  country  and  is  hostile  in 
his  acts,  the   law   here  is  sufficient  to 
punish  him,  and  what  we  ask  is  that  he 
should  be  left  Hke  any  other  citizen  to 
the  operation  of  the  law.     I  protest  in 
the  strongest  possible  way  against  the 
language  used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite,  in  which  he  suggested  that 
those  of  us  who  take  this  view  are  acting 
in  any  sense  hostile  to  our  country,  or 
are  any  less  anxious  and  desirous  to  see 
peace  restored   than   he   is.      We   have 
supported  the  Government  in  connection 
with  this  war,  and  we  are  all  anxious  to 
see  it  brought  to  a  conclusion.    We  are 
as   anxious   as    the   First   Lord  of   the 
Treasury  to  see  peace  brought  about,  but 
we  believe  that    the   true    method    to 
achieve  it  is  to  see  that  the  law  is  carried 
out  in  a  constitutional  manner. 


(5.55.)  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have 
heard  several  abstract  propositions  con- 
nected with  the  operation  of  martial  law 
from  which  J  admit  that  I  strongly  dissent. 
I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  and   some 
of  his  predecessors  upon  that  side  of  the 
House   have    committed    themselves    to 
the  doctrine  that  it  is  intrinsically  and 
necessarily    an    improper    use    of    the 
powers  given  to  a  Commander-in-Chief 
when  martial  law  is  proclaimed  to  say 
that  a  certain  individual   shall   not  be 
permitted  to   leave  South  Africa,    even 
although  he  is  not  imprisoned   and  is 
not  suffering  under  a  sentence.     I  dis- 
sent from   that   proposition.     I  do  not 
think  there  is  the  smallest  justification 
for  it,  and  if  it  be  the  opinion  of  the 
military  authorities  that  serious  danger 
to  South  Africa  and  British  interests  in 
South    Africa    would    follow    from   the 
wanderings    about    the    world    of    any 

Mr.  Wallace. 


person  who  is  in  South  Africa,  they 
have,  in  my  judgment,  under  martial 
law  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of 
preventing  that. 

Another  extraordinary  fallacy  which 
appears  to  pervade  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  is  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  believing  Mr.  Cartwright  to 
be  the  dangerous  person  that  he  is  re- 
presented to  be,  and  that  he  has  ap- 
parently been  found  to  be  by  a  judge 
and  jury  in  South  Africa,  because,  for- 
sooth, the  seditious  libel  for  which  he 
has  been  condemned  has  been  published, 
or  parts  of  it  have  been  published,  in  a 
newspaper  in  this  country.  [An  Hon. 
Member :  "  First  published."] 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.): 
Copied  from  The  Times, 


Mr.   a.   J.   BALFOUR:    Is   that  an 
argument  which   is   seriously  going  to 
be  advanced  and  seriously   maintained 
by  anybody  in  cold  blood?     Is  it  even 
worth    putting  forward   as  a  debating 
point  1    Because  a  shocking  libel  upon 
our    generals,   officers,   and   soldiers   is 
published   for  the :  purpose  of  condem- 
nation in  this  country,  then,  forsooth,  its 
publication  for  treasonable  purposes  in 
South   Africa    becomes    absolutely    in- 
nocent, is  completely  whitewashed,  hs» 
at  all  events  a  large  measure  of  excuse 
afforded  to  it.     It  appears  to  me  that 
the  man  who   published  that  seditioui 
libel  avowedly  with  a  view  of  bringing 
discredit    on    our    troops,    officers,  and 
generals,   with  a   view   of    embittering 
and  prolonging  the  war,  with  a  view  of 
opening  every  sore  and  pouring  poison 
into  every  wound — that  man  was  guilty 
of  as  base  and  as  horrible  a  crime  as  tho 
imagination  of  any  of  us  is  able  to  picture. 
If  the  matter  is  to  be  argued  upon  its 
merits  or  demerits,  I  do  not  think  there  is 
anybody,    or    hardly    anybody,   in    any 
quarter  of  the  House  who  would  dare  to 
get  up  and  defend  this  Gentleman's  cause. 


Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  indicated 
dissent. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  exclamation 
indicates  that  he  considers  that  I  have 
misrepresented  some  of  the  speeches  which 
have  been  made. 
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course,  what  he  does  in  this  country 
matters  not  a  farthing  to  anylxxly,  and 
least  of  all  to  the  Government.  It  is  not 
the  part  he  may  take  in  our  domestic 


Sm  WILLIAM   HARCOURT :    It  is 
Admitted  that  he  was  properly  tried. 

Mb.  a  J.  BALFOUR  :  If  nothing  can 
be  said  on  that  subject,  why  did  the  right  controversies  which  I  presume  has 
hon.  Gentleman  who  moveti  the  Motion  —  :  or  could  have  any  interest  for  the  military 
I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  he  did,  but  authorities  in  South  Africa.  It  is  what 
certainly  more  than  one  Gentleman  who  the  result  in  South  Africa  will  be  of  what 
supported  the  Motion  —why  did  they  Mr.  Cartwright  might  do  if  he  left  South 
bnng  in  the  fact  that  the  publication  of  Africa,  and,  bo  the  position  of  the  military 
the  libel  occurred  in  another  country  1  '  authorities  right  or  wrong,  that  is  a  per- 
fectly legitimate  consideration  for   them 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  :  I  did  not  deal  '  to  take  into  view.  It  is  perfectly  sound 
with  that  matter.  I  expressly  confined  in  law,  in  justice,  and  in  common  sense. 
myself  to  the  consideration  of  the  point  ,  Upon  the  application  of  it  I  say  nothing 
which  I  have  brought  before  the  House.    '  at  the  present  time,  because  I  think  the 

I  House  has  a  little  allowed  itself  to  forget 

Mr,  a  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  thought  the  — for  in  the  debate  it  has  been  represented 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  one  of  those  ;  that  this  is  a  great  constitutional  issue — 
who  stated  that  the  libel  had  appeared  in  what  the  real  issue  is  which  we  have  to 
Thr  Times.    If  he  did  not  do  so,  I  withdraw,  |  determine. 

so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  the  charge  I  My  hon.  friends  the  Members  for 
made  ;  but  I  say  boldly — and  I  am  in  the  Oldham  and  Durham  and  others  ap- 
xecollection  of  those  who  have  heard  this  pear  to  think  that  if  they  go  into  the 
debate — that  it  has  been  advanced,  and  that  lobby  this  evening  in  favour  of  the 
it  can  only  have  been  advanced  to  show  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that,  after  all,  Mr.  Cartwright  may  be  a  opposite,  all  they  are  doing  is  giving  ex- 
very  innocent  and  well  meaning  person.       pression  to  some  constitutional  and  legal 

view  which  they  may  be  right  or  wrong 

An  Hon.  Member  :  I  advanced  that,  in  holding.  They  are  doing  a  very 
and  it  was  with  no  such  suggestion,  different  thing  from  that.  They  are 
I  advanced  it  not  to  prove  anything  passing  a  condemnation  upon  Lord 
but  this  :  that  the  authorities  here  rightly  Kitchener  and  his  military  advisers,  and 
thought  that  the  publication  of  that  they  are  passing  that  condenmation  with- 
in England  was  not  dangerous,  and  that  out  even  having  heard  their  case.  In  my 
the  authorities  in  South  Africa,  I  presume,  opinion,  it  will  be  a  very  serious  thing — it 
rightly  thought  the  publication  there  was  would  be  serious  under  any  circumstances 
dangerous,  and  that  therefore  it  was  no  i  and  with  the  fullest  knowledge — for  this 
argument  for  preventing  Mr.  Cartwright  House  at  the  present  crisis  of  affairs  in 
coming  to  England.  South  Africa  to  pass  a  vote  of  condemna- 

tion   on    the    man    who    is    not     only 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  If  the  hon.  managing  vour  militarv  affairs,  but  who 
and  learned  Gentleman  thinks  that  I  is  ono  of  those  in  whose  keeping  at  this 
ha^e  misrepresented  him,  I  can  assure  him  moment  rest  your  hopes  of  pe^ice.  And 
that  so  far  as  he  is  concerned  I  will  not  to  embark  upon  such  a  course  before  you 
press  the  matter  further  on  the  attention  know  what  Lord  Kitchener's  case  is,  be- 
of  the  House.  Another  fallacy  which  I  *'ore  3'ou  have  heard  his  explanation  of 
am  bound  to  take  notice  of,  and  which  I  the  events  which  occurred,  to  pass  censure 
think  has  appeared  in  more  than  one  upon  him  untried  and  unheard  —that,  Sir, 
speech,  is  that  it  is  in  order  to  protect  is  not  the  way,  if  my  hon.  friend  the 
the  Grovemment  in  this  country,  or  society  Meml>er  for  Durham  wiU  allow  me  to  say 
in  this  country,  from  Mr.  Cartwright  s  so,  to  uphold  the  honour  of  the  British 
libellous  instincts,  if  such  they  be,  tiiat  House  of  Commons.  I  only  ask  the 
this  action  has  l>een  taken  in  South  House,  if  they  doubt  the  truth  of  the 
Africa.  It  is  suggested  that  it  is  because  words  I  have  uist  been  uttering,  to  re- 
Mr.  Cartwright  differs  from  the  Govern-  present  to  themselves  what  would  be  the 
ment,  or  because  he  can  do  something  in  consternation  in  South  Africa  if  His 
this  country  to  this  country  or  to  the  Majesty's  Government,  in  connection 
Government  of  this  country,  that  his  with  Lord  Kitchener's  a«tion,  were  to  be 
freedom    of    action    is    restricted.       Of    beaten  on  a  motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
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the  House.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  "  They 
will  not  be."]  No,  but  I  say  every  man 
who  votes  for  this  Motion,  if  he  contribute 
to  the  defeat  of  the  Government,  must  be 
supposed  to  desire  it,  and,  at  all  events, 
to  be  doing  his  best  to  bring  it 
about.  As  regards  the  Government,  I 
make  no  plea  at  all.  I  make  no  appeal  to 
the  House,  even  to  those  who  were 
returned  to  the  House  to  support  the 
Government.  But  I  do  make  an  appeal, 
and  I  do  so  with  some  confidence,  to 
Gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  side  who 
have  boasted  of  the  support  they  have 
given  to  the  war.  I  make  an  appeal  to 
them  and  ask  them  what  would  be 
thought  in  South  Africa  by  Lord  Kit- 
chener, by  Lord  Milner,  and,  above  all, 
bv  our  enemies  in  the  field,  if  the  news 
was  telegraphed  out  to  South  Africa 
tomorrow  that,  without  hearing  our  own 
generals,  without  knowing  what  they 
have  to  say  for  themselves,  the  House  of 
Commons  had  passed  a  vote  of  con- 
demnation on  their  action.  I  will  never 
believe  that  this  House  of  Commons 
should  be  guilty  of  so  unpatriotic  a  piece 
of  folly  in  the  present  *  case,  and  I  ear- 
nestly trust  we  shall  show  our  confidence 
in  those  to  whom  our  interests  in  those 
far-distant  regions  are  entrusted  by  sup- 
porting them  on  the  present  occasion. 

(6.10.)  Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  A 
remark  fell  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Old- 
ham, which  I  think  ought  to  be  in  our  minds 
on  the  present  occasion.     This  is  not  a 
Party  question.     It  is  a  question  which 
ought  to  interest  both  sides  of  the  House 
equally,  one  in  which  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  ought  to  be  equally  anxious  to  ! 
arrive  at  a  just  conclusion.     It  is  a  ques-  j 
tion  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
citizens  of    this  country.       1   shall  en- 1 
deavour  to  deal   in  a  very  few  remarks 
with  what  fell  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite.     He  began  by  saying  that  i 
the  military  authorities  in  South  Africa  i 
have  the  right  to  prevent  a  British  subject  i 
from  quitting  South    Africa  to  come  to  ^ 
England.      The    right    hon.   Gentleman  i 
advanced  no  authority  for  that  contention. 
He  can  advance  no  authority.     I  believe  I 
it  to  be  absolutely  opposed  to  British  ' 
law,   and    I   venture    to    challenge    the 
Attorney  General,  whom  I  see  op;)osite, 
to  give  any  authority  whatever  in  favour 
of  the  proposition  that  a  British  subject 
in  South  Africa  can  be  prevented   from 
coming  to  England,   of  which  he  is  a 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 


citizen.  The  principle  contended  for  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  equally 
well  justify  the  military  authorities  in 
South  Africa  preventing  any  BritiBh 
subject  who  happened  to  be  paying  & 
visit  there  from  taking  his  passage  home 
to  this  countiy  if  they  chose  to  think 
that  he  was  going  to  eonduct  an  anti- 
British  propaganda.  Suppose  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire had  gone  to  South  Africa  and 
wished  to  come  back.  The  principle  laid 
down  by  the  Leader  of  the  House  would 
be  just  as  effective  to  prevent  him  from 
taking  ship  to  Englana  as  any  resident 
in  the  colony. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  endeavoured 
to  introduce  some  prejudice  into  the 
question  by  referring  to  Air.  Cartwright's 
offence.  We  have  nothing  to  do  here  with 
this  offence.  Punishnaent  purges  the 
offence,  and  Mr.  Cart w right  can  only  be 
detained  under  martial  law,  and  the  only 
test  of  martial  law  is  military  necessity. 
It  has  never  been  defended  on  any  ground 
except  that  of  military  necessity.  I  am 
endeavouring  to  show  that  no  British 
subject  the  military  authorities  chose  to 
suspect  is  not  to  be  permitted  to  come 
from  South  Africa  to  this  country  if  be 
is  going  to  have  in  this  country  an  anti- 
British  propaganda.  No  doctrine  more 
absolutely  novel  than  that  a  British 
subject  is  to  be  prevented  from  saying  in 
this  country  whatever  he  likes  to  say, 
subject  to  his  responsibility  to  the  law 
has  ever  been  contended  for  before.  It 
is  not  because  Mr.  Cartwright  was 
personally  opposed  to  the  Grovemment 
that  we  complain  of  his  detention.  It  h 
because  we  say  that  no  British  subject  is 
to  be  restricted  in  this  country  except 
by  the  ordinary  Liw  of  the  land.  When 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  talks  of  the 
words  Mr.  Cartwright  may  use  here 
going  out  to  South  Africa,  does  he  forget 
that  there  is  a  strict  censorship  in  South 
Africa,  and  that  anything  said  here  can  l)e 
prevented  from  going  into  South  Africa  t 
Does  he  forget  that  others  will  say  more 
than  Mr.  Cartwright  would  have  said, 
and  more  than  he  undertook  that  he 
would  not  say  ?  The  right  hon  Gentle- 
man asked  us  to  consider  the  position  of 
Lord  Kitchener.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  that  the  Gk>vemment  have  tried  to 
shelter  themselves  under  the  mantle  of 
Lord  Kitchener.  I  confess  I  never  ex- 
pected to  hear  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  House  try  to  relieve  himself 
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and  his  Government  of  the  responsibility  i  home  of  constitutional   freedom,  if  the 

which  rests  on  them   in  this   way,  and 

trying  to  support  and  defend  the   claim 

of  the    military  authorities   to   keep  a 

British    subject    from     leaving     South 

Africa.      Who  is  Lord   Kitchener  ?      He 

is  our    Commander  in-Chief   'in   South 

Africa,   and  a  brave   and   distinguished 

soldier,  who  de-ervos  our  confidence  for 

the  way  in  which  he  has  conducted  the 

war.      But    he    is   not   a  constitutional 

^TwhlViSuw"'oS?a°ntwK  (^f)  Thk  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
are  the  rights  of  British  subjects,  or  (S«r  Robert  Finlay.  Inverness  Burghs): 
whether   a  British    subject    should   or    ^  ''""•'    «'®'"^    UtmUt  of  this  House 


House  of  Commons  is  found  throwing 
away  our  constitutional  rights  in  this 
fashion  t  There  is  an  old  maxim,  "That 
eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  freedom," 
and  the  House  of  Commons  will  be  false 
to  its  responsibilities  and  traditions,  if  it 
neglects  to  mark,  to  check,  and  to  de- 
nounce this  monstrous  infraction  of 
constitutional  rights. 


should  not  be  allowed   to  leave   South 


every 
nhp  has  heard  the  speech  of  the  right 


Africa.  Suppose  Lord  Kitchener  were  I  ^?"-  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Soutk 
to  say.  "  I  think  these  peraons  ought  not  Aberdeen  must  have  been  disposed 
to  leave   South  Africa?"  that  d^s  not   *«  ^^""^  H*?^^*".  »>*  »^«  "«^'   •»«"• 

give  him  the  right  to  prevent  them  I  Ge"*'r:^"  v".  u"^'*' •  ''^T  *  VT 
leaving.  The  guardians  of  the  constitu-  tt»\Lonl  Kitchener  is  not  a  constitu- 
tion  are  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  t'onal  lawyer.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  shuffle  off    ™*f»  ^^J^^  *^  other  nations    who 

that  responsibUity.  But  it  appears  to  ^'^}  J^  ^.^^^^  "  m^LHT?  f '  f"""" 
me    that    they    are    trying    to    get  a    "tttutional  freedom,  will  be  hkely  to  form 

responsibUity  which  is  theirs  on  to  the    \)^  ^P"**"".  o^"*-,  Th«re  is  such  a 
military  commander  in  South  Africa.         '"^"^  as  constitutions!  pedantry  ;  and  I 
„.  ,  .  ,         ...  venture  to  say  that,  if  m   the   present 

The  real  issue  we  have  in  this  case  is  a  crisis  we  are  guided  in  our  conduct  by 
simple  one.  We  have  nothing  to  do  ^he  maxims  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
with  the  merits  of  Mr.  Cart;wnght.  We  ^an  has  laid  down,  some  foreign  nations, 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  justice  of  ^t  least,  may  very  well  be  disposed  to 
his  sentence.  We  have  nothing  to  do  congratulate  themselves  that  they  have 
with  martial  law,  as  I  have  humbly  ,  ^^^  constitutional  freedom  than  is  en- 
submitted.  because  the  only  test  of  i  joyed  in  this  country, 
martial  law  is  military  necessity,   and  it  i 

cannot  he  alleged  that    there    is    that  ■     »,      ,,     t»     r\^r^r\■K■n.^nr,    n  •  % 

necessity  appUcableto EngUnd.  although  '  «  "f"  J  \,^ CONNOR  (Liverpool. 
I  do  admit  there  may  be  in  South  Africa,  ^^^^f)-  Oh  ^r  th«  freedom  of 
The  real  issue  is  shortly  and  simply  this :  I  *''^™'*  • 

whether  there  exists  in  the  law  of  i  o  T./-wr.i?T>ni  n.xTT  .v  n.L  •  i^ 
England  any  power  or  right  by  which  \  ^'V^^.?^^^  V^^^^ \  7^'  "f*"^ 
the  executive  Government  or  the  ^^  u^^l^^^'^lu  ^  f^^  ""^^-^^T 
military  Government  can  interfere  with  :  ^h'?»^  Jf  ^ifies  the  expulsion  of  a  British 
the  rights  of  a  British  subject  in  j  «"»>J«<^^  ^^^n^  9o"th  Afnca. 
England    to    write   or  speak    what  he 

pleases  subject   to   his   responsibility   to  1     ^^'  BRYCE  :  I  said  the  detention, 
the  law,  or  to  prevent  him  from  coming 

to  the  shores  of  England.  If  that  Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY:  In  the 
authority  can  be  given  let  it  be  given,  present  circumstances  the  rights  of  a 
If  it  is  not  given  wo  are  bound  person  to  go  into  Cape  Town  and  to  go 
to  protest  against  such  a  doctrine,  out  of  Cape  Town  stand  on  precisely  the 
The  Fir>t  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  asked  '  same  footing.  I  shall  give  the  right 
what  would  be  said  in  South  Africa  and  hon.  Gentleman  no  legal  precedent 
other  parts  of  the  world  if  this  action  I  whatever.  [Opposition  laughter.]  Mem- 
with  respect  to  Mr.  Cartwright  had  not  j  bers  who  lau^h  seem  to  forget  that  the 
been  taken.  I  should  like  to  ask  what  i  operation  of  the  ordinary  law  is  neces- 
will  be  said  in  all  the  countries  of  the  j  sarily  suspended  by  the  operation  of  the 
World,   which  look  to  England   as   the    military  law. 
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Mr.  BRYCE  :  Yes,  in  South  Africa. 

Sir   ROBERT  FINLAY :    Mr.    Cart- 
irright  is  in    South   Africa,  and    Lord 
Kitchener  has  directed  that  he  shall  not 
leave  South  Africa.     How  can  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman    seriously   ask   me   to 
produce  some  legal  precedent  in  which 
any  Gentleman  has  been  prevented  from 
leaving  a  British  Colony  ?    What  have 
w  >  to  do  in  a  matter  of  this  sort  1    We 
have  to  deal  with  a  great  crisis  in  South 
Africa  where  war  is  raging  and  where 
rightly  and  properly  martial  law  is  being 
enforced.    What  is  the  use,  in  the.cir- 
oumstances,  of  asking  whether  there  are 
•any  precedents   in  the  law  reports  for 
preventing    a    man    from   leaving   the 
Colony  1     Where  military  law  is  in  force, 
whatever  the  Commander-in-Chief  deems 
to  be  necessary    for  the  safety  of  the 
country  under  his  care  may  properly  be 
done.    The  Commander-in-Chief  in  such 
a  case  takes   whatever  steps  he  thinks 
are  necessary  and  when   military  law  is 
in  force  the   man  in  commnnd  must   be 
trusted.     Constitutional   maxims  are  all 
very  well  but  when  it  is  contended  that 
the  Commander-in-Chief  is  not  entitled 
to   prevent  any  person    leaving  South 
Africa,  I  submit  that  a  proposition  of 
that  kind  is  quite  sufficient  to  condemn 
the  argument     which  the  right    hon. 
Gentleman  has  put  forward.     I  have  been 
asked — By  what  right  does  Lord  Kitchener 
prevent  anyone  leaving  South   Africa  ? 
That  general  proposition  has  been  put  for- 
ward, and  I  ask  those  who  have  ventured 
to  put  it  forward  to  consider  this  case.  We 
are  dealing  with  questions   of   general 
principle  which  have  been  boldly  advanced 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  ought  to 
have    known    better.      Supposing    the 
Commander-in-Chief    in    South    Africa 
knew  a  person  was  about  to  leave  the 
colony  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  force 
to  support  the  enemy  or  for  the  purpose 
of   conducting    negotiations    to    secure 
foreign   support,    would     anybody   say 
that   the   Commander-in-Chief  was   not 
well  within  his  right  in  preventing  such 
a  person  leaving  South  Africa.     I  think 
this  illustration  will  show  the  danger  of 
being  too  hasty  in   advancing   general 
propositions  of  this  kind.     We  are  told 
that  in  this  particular  case  the  action 
was  unwise.    My  hon.  and  learned  friend 
the  Member  for  Durham  said  that  before 


he  condemned  Mr.  Cartwright  he  wanted 
to  hear  the  case  on  both  sides.  We  are 
not  now  trying  Mr.  Cartwright,  and  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  seems  to  forget 
that  he  has  been  tried. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  said  he/ knew  that 
they  |were  not  trying  Mr.  Cartwright, 
but  the  point  he  put  forward  wat 
whether  Lord  Kitchener  had  a  right  to 
detain  Mr.  Cartwright  in  South  Africa 
after  he  had  been  punished  for  his 
offence. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  •  I  am  sorry 
that  I  misunderstood  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  but  we  cannot  leave 
out  of  this  case  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Cartwright  has  been  tried. 

Mr.  ELLIOT ;  Yes,  and  he  has  been 
punished. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY:  I  do  not  think 
anybody  will  say  that  the  whole  nature 
of  a  man  is  changed  when  he  has  been 
punished,  and  he  may  be  very  much  the 
same  man  as  he  was  before.  We  are 
not  now  going  to  sit  in  judgment  upon 
this  particular  case  and  say  whether  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House  Lord  Kitchener 
has  acted  wisely  or  not.  Martial  law 
exists  in  South  Africa  and  we  must  trust 
the  man  who  has  to  administer  it 
Constitutional  maxims  are  all  very  well, 
I  value  them  as  highly  as  any  man,  and 
I  hope  I  am  not  complimenting  mysdf 
too  much  when  I  say  that  possibly  I 
understand  them  better  than  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  But  they  may  be 
misappUed,  or  their  application  may 
have  to  be  paid  for  at  too  great  a  cost ; 
and  I  submit  that  the  House  will  be 
dealing  a  very  great  blow  at  its  standing 
in  the  country,  if  in  the  matter  before  it 
it  pronounces  a  vote  of  censure  upon  the 
Commander  in-Chief  in  South  Africa. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Montrose  shakes  his  head  What- 
ever may  be  the  intention  of  moving  the 
Motion,  its  effect,  if  carried,  will  be  a 
vote  of  censure  upon  Lord  Kitchener. 
The  very  best  intentions  in  the  world 
will  not  prevent  things  from  having 
their  natural  effect. 

''  Things  are  what  they  are,  and  the  oonae* 
quenoes  will  be  what  they  ¥nll  be." 
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My  hon.  and  learned  friend  on  this  side  '  no  limit  wider  than  that  of  actual  neces- 
of  the  House,  who  claims  to  have  sup- ,  sity.  The  Attorney  General  did  not 
ported  the  Government  in  this  war,  has  even  suggest  to  them  that  there  is  any 
spoken  in  support  of  this  Motion,  but  he  Hmit.  He  seems  to  suggest  that  the 
seems  to  think  that  we  can  treat  this  as  Commander-in-Chief  mav,  at  his  pleasure 
an  abstract  question  of  constitutional  ,  and  ^^^^  impunity,  do  whatever  he 
Uw.  But  we  can  do  nothing  of  the  thinks  fit.  I  wholly  repudiate  that 
kind,  and  if  anything  is  wanting  to  open  proposition.  It  is  contrary  to  the  foimda- 
the  eyes  of  the  House  to  the  true  issue  ^'^"^  ^^  ^^^  Constitution,  and  is  not  to  be 
of  the  Motion  it  will  be  supplied  by  the  sanctioned  by  any  authority  in  the  past, 
reception  it  has  met  with  in  a  certain  'The  measure  of  necessity  is  the  only 
quarter  of  the  House,  where,  to  say  the  measure  by  which  we  can  test  this  action 
least  of  it,  the  successes  of  this  country  r^}"""  measure  of  militarv  necessity  the 
in  the  war  had  not  been  received  with  i^^T""  ^^  ^^^  ""11'^}^  the  field  \Vhat 
unmixed  satisfaction.  ;  ^"^  ^^V^^f^  ^    Mr.  Cartwnght  has  been 

\  prevented  from  coming  home.     If  it  were 
said  that  he  was  a  general  of  extreme  ex- 

(6.30.)    Sir    ROBERT    REID   (Dum-    perience  and  skill  and  was  likely  to  join 

fries  Burghs):  I  do  not  wish  to  expose  myself    the  enemy  and  turn  his  arms  against  the 

to  the  charge  of  pedantry,  but  after  the    British  forces,  necessity  might  compel  his 

position  which  the  Attorney  General  has    being  detained     But  we  know  why  Mr. 

taken  up,  perliaps  I  may  be  allowed  to    Cartwright  is  being  detained.     We  have 

say  a  wurd  in  regard  to  martial  law  and    been    told    by   the    noble    Lord,   whose 

the  application    of   it  to   this  particular    candour  deser\'es   applause  and    respect 

case.     Martial  law,  as   I   understand   it,  \  from  Members  of   this  House,  that  the 

is  an  extension  to  an  army  of  exactly  the    reason  is  that  there  may  not  be  added 

same  rights   extended   to   an    individual    another    supporter     to    the    anti-British 

when  he  is  acting  in  self-defence  ;  and  in    sentiment  in    this  country.     [Ministerial 

the  same  way  that  a  man  might  inflict ,  laughter,  and  cries  of  "  Oh,"  and  Opposi- 

violence  or   even   death    on  others  if   it ,  tion    cheers.]       If    any    hon.    Members 

were  necessary  for  the  defence  of  his  own  "  suspect  me  of  it — [Cries  of  "  No  "] — or  my 

life  and   limb,  so  an  army  collectively,  I  friends,  I  believe  they  never  were  guilty 

through  its  commander,  may  defend  itself    of  a  more  cruel  or  uwharitable  suspicion 

in  like  manner,  even  though  it  is  done    in  their  lives.     We  disapprove  of  much 

at  the  price  of  ordinary  freedom.     That    that   the    Government    have   done,   and 

I  believe  to   be   the   l)edrock   on   which    believe  them  to  be  blamable  for  a  great 

alone  what  is  called  martial  law  rests —    deal  of  what  has  taken  place.     But  our 

martial  law,  which  has  been  truly  said  to    Arat  and   main   thought   is,  and   always 

be    no   law    at    all,    but    administration    ^iH  he,  the  honour  and  happiness  of  our 

under  the  stress  of  extreme  necessity  by    o^n  country.     But   I   will  let   that   be. 

the  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  field.     In  '  There  is  supposed  to  \ye  some  anti-British 

those  circumstances  it  is  perfectly  obvious,    faction  in  this  country.     It  must  be  ex- 

in  the  first  place,  that  any  such  applica-  ■  tremely  small,  but  the   reason   why  this 

tion  of  force  must  be  subject  to  the  ulti- 1  gentleman  is  not  allowed  to  come  home 

mate  sanctions  of  a  legal  tribunal  when  !  ^   not   because    he    would    be   likely  to 

peace   is   restored.     Just  as  a  man  who  ,  convert    hon.    Gentlemen    opposite,   but 

nas   done  a  thing    in    self-<lefence    may    because  he  might  join  this  small  faction, 

be  tried  for  it,  and    if  the  plea  of   self- 1  which  is  animated  by  a  spirit  of  hostility 

defence   prevails    l>e   acquitted,  so,  after    tx)   our  own   country.      That    is   not    a 

all  these  scenes   of   violence   are  closed,    military  necessity.     It  is  no  application 

everything  done  under  cover  of   martial    of   the   principle  of  martial   law.     It   is 

law  may  l)e  reopened  before  the  constitu-    a  gross  abuse  of  power  placed  in  the  hands 

tional  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  they  ;  of    the    Government    in    South    Africa. 

alone  will   pronounce  finally  whether   it  \  I   think  it   is  a  pity    that   the   Leader 

has  been  lawful  or  not.         *  of   the    House    is    always   saying    that 

The  second   thing  that  follows  from    whatever  we  do,  or  whatever  we  suggest 


this  is  more  important  still.     It  is  that 
there  must  be  a  limitation  in  the  exercise 


is  throwing  blame  upon  Lord  Kitchener 
or  upon   Lord   Milner.     For   my  part, 


of  martial   law  corresponding  with   the    I   agree    with    Lord    Milner    even   lass 
necessity  that  evokes  it.    There  can  be  |  than  I  do  with  the  Government,  but, 
VOL.  CVI  [Fourth  Skries.J  3  A 
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aa  for  Lord  Kitchener,  I  have  no  feeUng 
for  him  but  a  feeling  of  admiration  and 
the  truest  respect. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Whom  are 
you  attacking  now  1 

Sir  ROBERT  REID:  I  do  not  under- 
qjtand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  My 
criticisms  are  directed  against  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himdelf. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Lord  Kitchener 
is  administering  martial  law. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  in  his  place  it  is  Lord 
Kitchener  who  is  administering  martial 
law,  but  who  is  responsible  to  this 
House?  What  are  we  coming  to  in 
this  House  when  we  are  told,  when  we 
are  blaming  the  policy  pursued  in  South 
Africa,  **  Oh,  you  are  not  to  say  any- 
thing aga.nst  it,  because  you  are  reflect- 
ing on  the  agent  on  the  spot "  t  It  has 
been  one  of  the  maxims  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  I  always  thought  but  I 
am  learning  a  great  deal  that  is  new 
— very  new,  and  not  very  true — I  have 
always  understood  that  it  was  one  of 
the  maxims  of  the  House  of  Commons 
that  the  Government  were  responsible 
to  the  House  for  what  took  place  abroad. 
But,  according  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  seems  to  be  extremely  sensitive 
in  regard  to  this,  although  he  is  not 
very  particular  in  suggesting  all  sorts 
of  evil  consequences  as  like!}-  to  flow 
from  other  people's  actions,  it  is  sufficient 
to  say,  "You  are  making  a  reflection 
on  Lord  Kitchener."  I  venture  to  say 
that  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  in  any 
of  our  minds.  Lord  Kitchener  takes 
a  particular  step  in  regard  to  a  particular 
person.  He  is  advised,  ot  course, 
whether  it  is  within  his  powers  or  not. 
The  only  reflection  I  should  make  would 
be  that  Lord  Kitchener  has  been  ill 
advised  as  to  the  real  meaning  and 
effect  of  martial  law  in  this  case.  I 
think  it  is  time  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  take  the  responsi- 
bility for  his  own  conduct,  and  the 
conduct  of  his  colleagues.  Although  I 
believe  truly  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  never  been  wanting  in  manly 
conduct,  I  think  it  is  not  like  his  usual 

Sir  Bohert  Beid, 


manly  conduct  to  ask  that  the  con- 
sideration of  Lord  Kitchener  and  Lord 
Milner  should  be  constantly  interposed 
between  the  House  and  the  censure 
which  we  think,  on  many  occasions, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  richly  deserves. 

(6.37)SiRj.FERGUSSON(Manche8ter, 
N.  E.)  who  was  almost  inaudible  in  the 
Gallery,  was  understood  to  say  that  in 
time  of  war,  when  the  ordinary  law 
was  suspended  and  armed  power  was 
substituted  for  it,  it  was  not  for  this 
House  to  sav  what  were  the  reason^i 
which  guided  our  generals  in  the  field 
in  a  particular  case.  Who  knew  what 
the  crime  was  which  Lord  Kitchener 
had  judged  ?  When  martial  law  had 
superseded  civil  law,  and  the  ordinary 
rights  of  citizens  ceased  to  exist— when 
British  government  in  South  Africa  was 
being  carried  on  under  great  difficulties, 
it  was  our  duty  to  give  credit  an 
support  to  those  who  were  carrying  on 
the  government.  After  the  war  was  over, 
if  it  was  thought  proper.  Lord  Kitchener 
might  be  asked  to  explain  his  action. 
But  that  was  not  the  question.  The 
question  was  whether  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  was  not  to  have  due  credit  given 
to  him  for  a  particular  act.  He  put  it 
to  hon.  Gentlemen,  who  had  only  spoken 
on  this  question  from  a  desire  to  see 
justice  done  to  this  man,  that  this  was 
not  the  time  to  go  into  this  matter,  and 
they  would  be  acting  most  unjustly  in 
so  doing.  There  was  a  time  when  a 
Legislative  Assembly  tried  to  control  its 
generals  in  the  field.  The  Dutch  States 
General  did  so,  and  Lord  MacauUy  had 
recorded  the  result,  and  showed  that  the 
I  generals  in  the  field  were  much  hindered 
I  by  the  action  of  the  States  General,  who 
persisted  in  interfering  with  the  cam- 
j  pai^.  He  thought  thev  ought  to  show 
I  their  confidence  in  Lord  Kitchener,  and 
:  not  put  such  a  slur  upon  him  as  this 
j  Motion  would  undoubtedly  place  upon 
him  if  it  wap  £(upported  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  Members  of  this  House. 

I 
I 

(6.46.)  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnar- 
von Boroughs^ :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man completely  misunderstands  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  He  talked  about 
interfering  with  the  generals  in  the  field, 
and  interfering  with  the  plan  of  cam 
paign ;  there  is  nothing  of  the  sort  here. 


1245 


S.  A.  War— 


{24  April  1902} 


Martial  Law. 


1246 


'  It  is  a  question  of  permitting  a  [British 
subject,  against  whom  there  is,  at  the 
present  moment,  nothing  to  be  said, 
because  he  has  purged  his  offence,  to 
return  to  this  country,  where  he  is 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 
The  Attorney-General,  whose  defence 
was  very  skilfully  irrelevant,  has  not 
once  pledged  his  reputation  in  support 
of  the  action  of  Lord  Kitchener  in  this 
particular  case,  but  things  have  come  to  a 
pretty  pass  when  we  find  a  great  con- 
stitutional lawyer  pouring  contempt 
upon  constitutional  maxim.i  and  oonsti- 
tional  rights.  What  did  the  Attorney 
GentTal  say]  The  learned  Gentleman 
said  there  may  be  cases  in  which  a 
general  may  be  justified  in  preventing 
a  man  from  coming  to  Europe  from 
South  Africa — as,  for  instance,  if  he  is 
known  to  be,  or  reasonably  suspected  of, 
intending  to  enlist  reinforcements  and 
obuin  supplies  for  the  enemy.  But 
sii -Ii  a  man  would  be  under  suspicion 
oi  aiding  and  being  in  touch  with  the 
enemy,  and  it  would  be,  not  a  question  of 
his  returning  to  Europe,  but  of  his  arrest 
on  the  spot.  What  on  earth  has  that  got 
to  do  with  the  case  of  Mr.  Cartwright  ? 
This  is  not  a  case  of  preventing  a  man 
coming  to  Europe  to  enlist  reinforcements 
or  procure  supplies  for  the  enemy.  The 
answer  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  war  is  not  that.  He  said  he  was 
not  to  be  allowed  to  come  to  England  to 
fight  the  Government. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No,  no. 

xMr.  LLOYD  -  GEORGE :  WeU,  to 
indulge  in  an  anti-British  propaganda. 
We  know  very  well  what  that  means. 
It  means  criticising  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man inside  the  House  or  out  of  it.  He  has 
said  so  over  and  over  again.  Every 
criticism  of  the  plan  of  campaign  or  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  or  the  Govern- 
ment is  an  anti-British  business,  and 
ought  to  be  put  an  end  to.  The  defence 
of  the  Attorney  General  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  case,  but  the  speeches 
delivered  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
including  that  of  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, have  shown  that  a  tremendously 
jjave  issue  ha8l>een  raised.  It  has  beensaid 
m  defence  of  the  action  of  the  Government 
that  the  necessities  of  Lord  Kitchener  and 
Lord  Milner  are  supreme,  that  the  first 
thing   is  to   bring  this  war  to  an   end. 


that  whatever  Lord  Kitchener  and  Lord 
Milner  thought    necessary   in    order   to 
bring  the  war  to  an  end  was  justifiable. 
What    does    that    mean  1    The    charge 
against  Cartwright  is  that  he  published 
an  article  which  raised  rebellion  in  Africa, 
and  because  he  did  that,  he  must  not  be 
allowed   to  come   to  this  country.     He 
must  remain  in  Africa.    If  Lord  Kitchener 
is  to  say  that  a  thing  published  in  this 
country   is  mischievous    in   Africa,   and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  published  in 
Africa,  why  does  not  Lord  Kitchener  say 
that   no   criticism   of  the   war  is  to  be 
published  in  this  country  1  Why  should 
there  not  be  prohibition  of  all  speechei>, 
even  by  the   Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
in  the  newspapers  of  this  country  1     This 
shows  what  we  are  coming  to  and  that  is 
exactly  the  point  I  wish  to  make.     Who 
is   Mr.   Cartwright    I  ask  again.      Mr. 
Cartwright  might  be  an  able  man,  but 
with  all   respect  to  him,  he  is  only  an 
obscure  journalist.     He  is  not  well  known, 
or  a  man  of  assured  position.     If  he  is 
stopped  from  returning  to  England  because 
it  is  supposed  he  would  write  something 
which  would   criticise  the  Grovemment, 
why    should    not    the    Leader    of    the 
Opi^osition  be  stopped,   and  everybody 
who  was  expected   to  deliver  a  speech 
supposed  to  be  anti-British  1  Why  should 
not  public  meetings  be   suppressed?    I 
mean  outside   Birmingham  and  Ireland. 
According     to     the    Attorney    General, 
constitutional  maxims  do  not  count. 

Earl  PERCY:  There  is  no  martial 
law  in  England. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  :  No,  but  it  is 
coming  very  rapidly  at  this  rate.  What 
conditions  has  Lord  Kitchener  insisted 
on  %  Has  he  insisted,  for  instance,  that 
the  offence  should  not  be  repeated  1  If 
Mr.  Cartwright  does  repeat  it,  he  will  be 
amenable  to  the  law  in  this  country,  and 
will  be  doubly  punished.  It  would  then 
be  interesting  to  read  the  comment  of 
The  Times  on  the  prosecution.  The  fact 
is  that  Mr.  Cartwright  has  not  been 
guilty  of  wickedly  inventing  a  slander, 
but  of  grave  error  of  judgment  in  be- 
lieving he  was  safe  in  publishing  some- 
thing which  had  appeared  in  The  Times. 
For  that  error  of  judgment  he  very 
properly  got  twelve  months  imprison- 
ment. Here  we  have  kept  in  Cape 
Town,  the  centre  of  activity,  a  man  who 
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that  Bench,  and  ask  myself  the  question 
whether  Lord  Kitchener  may  not  some 
day  be  regarded  with  a  somewhat 
similar  amount  of  enthusiasm  to  that 
which  Sir  Redvers  Buller  now  enjoys. 
What  is  the  question  here?  The 
question     is   whether    Mr.    Cartwright 


this  is  a  question  of  martial  law  and  its 
interpretation.  We  have  had  martial 
law  defined  and  accepted  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  Now  it  seems  to  me 
that  that  definition  has  very  probably 
been  infringed,  because  the  claim  of 
necessity  for  self-defence,  as   the   right 


shall    be  allowed  to  come  to  England  !  hon.     Gentleman     opposite     said,    was 


with  an  undertaking.  [An  Hon 
Member  :  No.]  Yes,  that  is  so.  It  is  so 
stated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  He  says  that  the  whole  point 
is  whether  he  can  get  a  sufficient 
undertaking      to      justify       him      in 


entirely  lost  sight  of  when  it  was 
admitted  that  Mr.  Cartwright  was  not 
allowed  to  come  home,  not  from  any 
question  of  necessity,  but  because  of 
what  he  might  do  in  this  country.  That 
has  given  way,  and  I  feel  there  has  been 


allowing  Mr.  Cartwright  to  come  to  '  a  very  doubtful  exercise  of  martial  law, 
England.  It  is  not  a  question  whether  i  and  under  those  circumstances  what 
martial  law  shall  be  carried  on  and  |  some  of  us  wane  to  know  is  what  is  the 
applied  in  South  Africa,  but  whether^  attitude  of  the  Krst  Lord  of  the 
martial  law  is  to  be  extended  to  |  Treasury  and  His  Majesty's  Government  t 
England.  Is  it  not  pitiful  that  His  '  Are  they  going  to  support  Lord  Kitcheuw 
Majesty's  Government  should  pursue  this  ;  through  thick  and  thin,  or  are  they 
Cartwright!  n  this  way.  That  you  should  |  going  to  admit  this  question  of  doubt  as 
exercise  all  your  military  authority,  \  to  the  exercise  of  martial  law ;  or  are 
give  the  greatest  possible  number  of  I  they  going  to  grant  us  an  enquiry  ?  This 
troops,  and  the  most  extensive  power  to  is  not  so  simple  a  matter  as  the  First 
Lord  Kitchener  in  South  Africa  to  follow  Lord  of  the  Treasury  seems  to  think.  It 
his  military  operations  I  can  under- 1  is  needless  for  me  to  recapitulate  what 
stand,  but  what  can  you  fear  from  has  fallen  from  the  Kps  of  several 
Cartwright  ?  What  harm  can  he  j  members  on  this  side  of  the  House.  Wc 
possibly  do  ?  If  he  can  do  anything  it  is  yield  to  none  in  our  wish  to  carry  the 
surely  rather  in  South  Africa  than  here.  '  war  to  a  conclusion,  and  to  that  end 
I  am  very  sad  and  sorry  that  His  would  support  the  Government  and 
Majesty's  Government  have  thought  it  Lord  Kitchener,  but  I  think  we  are 
worth  their  while  so  much  as  to  cast  entitled  to  know  what  the  Governn  ent 
their  eyes  on  such  a  creature  as  Cart-  are  going  to  do.  Arc  they  going  to 
wright,  but  I  am  glad  to  see  that  it  has  communicate  with  Lord  Kitchener,  or 
been  the  occasion  for  a  little  movement  sim})ly  buck  him  up  through  thick  and 
among  the  dry  bones  of  this  side  of  the  thin;  or  are  they  merely  going  to  pat 
House,  and  for  arousing  some  spirit  in  their  foot  down  and  dechne  to  have  any 
the  Tory  Party.  I  cannot  so  quickly  i  more  discussion  on  the  great  con- 
forget  that  I  am  a  Tory — not  even  in  stitutional  question  raised  tonight.  It 
the  straits  of  the  Government  over  is  with  great  deference  that  I  appeal  to 
Cartwright — and  that  I  have  learned  the  Fiist  Lord  of  the  Tre^xsury  and 
to  beUeve  in  the  principles  of  the  Con-  those  on  that  Bench  to  make  some 
stitution  with  regard  to  freedom  of  concession  to  the  very  general  feeUng 
speech.  There  may  be  those  who  will  entertained  on  this  side  of  the  House* 
vote  with  the  Government  tonight,  and  not  drive  those  who  desire  to  do 
Let  them  remember  that  they  are  doing  i  nothing  more  than  to  support  His 
it  at  the  expense  of  every  sound  con- '  Majesty's  Government  into  opposition 
stitutional  principle  which  we  have  to  it. 
fought  for,   and    to   which    the    Party , 

ought  to  adhere.  (7  45  )  m,..  SEELY  (Lincoln)  :  lonly 

'  rise  to  say,  as  I  intend  to  vote  for 
(7.40)  Mr.  GUEST  (Plymouth):  I  this  Motion,  that  I  do  not  consider 
want  to  know  what  is  the  attitude  of  the  it  in  any  way  whatever  as  a  vote  of 
Government  now  on  this  question.  I ,  censure  on  Lord  Kitchener,  and  I  feel 
have  sat  through  the  debate,  and  it  seems  I  absolutely  certain  that  Lord  Kitchener 
to  me  that  we  have  arrived  at  this  point ;  j  will   not  consider  it  so  himself.     It  is  a 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles. 
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vote  of  censure  on  His  Majesty's 
Government  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  dealt  with  one  o^  the  most 
important  qufstions  which  exists  for  any 
Government,  namely,  their  duty  to 
protect  the  individual  rights  of  British 
subjects.  I  am  not  going  to  go  through 
^he  question  itself.  The  Government 
know  perfectly  well  that  the  reason 
they  have  given  to  this  House  for 
keeping  Mr.  Cartwright  in  South  Africa 
is  one  which  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  or  the  Secretary  for  War,  or 
any  man  who  sits  on  that  Bench  wouid 
no  more  have  thought  of  giving  if  he  had 
been  first  responsible  for  the  matter 
than  they  would  have  thought  of  acting 
in  the  way  they  act  in  some  countries  we 
know  of.  1  hen  we  have  had  from  them 
no  repudiation  of  that  language,  no  ex- 
pression as  to  how  this  question  of 
martial  law  ought  to  be  dealt  with.  For 
that  reason  I  cannot  hold  with  them  this 


afternoon  and  it  is  the  more  essentia 
when  we  are  at  the  present  moment  ask- 
ing large  numbers  of  men  to  come  under 
our  rule.  You  will  have  to  govern  those 
men  by  Crown  Colony  Government. 
One  thing,  and  the  only  thing,  that  wiU 
make  these  men  satisfied  to  come  under 
your  rule  is  the  knowledge  that  as  British 
subjects  they  will  be  protected.  It  is 
because  this  Question  is  at  issue  the 
question  of  the  old  rights  of  British 
subjects,  the  ciuestion  of  the  proper  feel- 
ing of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 
proper  right  of  censuring — not  the  men 
who  are  fighting  for  them  over  the  sea, 
but  the  Government  who  is  responsible 
to  them  for  the  action  of  every  individual 
and  for  every  act  of  policy  all  over  the 
empire  that  I  shall  support  the  Motion. 

(7.49.)    Question  put 

The     House     divided -.—Ayes,      182; 
Noes,  259.     (Division  List  No.  130.) 
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Arkwri^ht,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Bagot.  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balf ou  r,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  ( Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour.RtHn  Gerald  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury  Frederick  George 
Banes,  Major  George  Edward 
Barry,  Sir  Fr-ncis  T.(  Windsor) 
Bartlev,  George  C.  T. 
Beach.Rt.hn.SirMichaelHicks 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
BiB,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Brown,  Alexander  H.(Shrop8b. ) 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  v  .C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Kt.  Hon.  J.  (Birro. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen (Worc'r 
Chamberlayne.T.  (Southampton 


NOES. 

Chaplain,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  £. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  Camei'on  (Glasgow) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Oossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dairy mple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davie8,SirHuratioD.(Chaiham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,T.  R.  (T'rH'mlets,S.Geo. 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir  Fred  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  E^lward 
Douffms,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward  \ 

Duming-LawrcDce,  Sir  Edwin 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Faber,  Ednmnd  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
FardoU,  Sir  T.  (Jeorge 
Fellowes,  Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn.  SirJ .  ( Mano'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fin  lay.  Sir  Kobert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Fit3iroy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,Philip8.(Warwick,S.W. 
Galloway,  \Villiam  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gordon,Hon  J.E.  (Elgin&Naim 
Gore,Hn.G.R.C  Ormsby.(Salop 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gosohen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 


Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene,SirE.  W(  BVyS  Edm'nda 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 
Hall,  Edward  Mamhall 
Halaey,  Rt.  Hon  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHnLor.*G.(Miad'r 
Hamilton,  Marq.of  ( L'nd'nderry 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  RobertWra. 
Hardy,  Laurence(  Ken  t,  A»»h  ford 
Harris,  Frederick  Levertou 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S, 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hav,  Hon.  Claude  (ieorge 
Heath,  James  (SUfford«.N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henuiker 
Helder,  Aug  stus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge, Robert  Trotter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouse,  Henr\*(Somer8et.E.> 
Hope,  J.  F.  (Shetfield.Bngh  tside 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houldsworth.  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Ho  ward  .J .  ( M  idd. .  Tottenham  > 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  HenryCecil 
Hudson,  (ieorge  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Vork8.,N.  R-) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfaat) 
Johnstone,  I  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
KennawAy,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnH. 
Kenyon,  Hon.Geo.  T.(Denbigh> 
Kenyon  Slaoey,  CoL  W.  (Salopu 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lee,  Arthur  H.  (Hants.  ,Farehaiik 
LevesonGower,Frederick  N.S. 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-<>>1.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erakine 
Long,CoLCharIeBW.(Kvs8ham> 
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Long^t.  Hn.  Walter  ( BrUtoI.S. ) 
LuDBdale,  John  Hrownlee 
L»wther,  C.  (Camb.,  Kakdale) 
Lowther,  Rt.Uon.Jaine8(Keiit) 
Loydy  Arohie  Kirkman 
Lucaa,  R«ginaldJ.(PorUmoath) 
Macartney.  KtHii.W.C;.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumroing 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Cliarles  (Liverpool) 
M*Calm<»nt,Col.  H.  L.  B.  (Cambs. 
M'Calmont,  Col.  J.  ( Antrim, E.) 
M*Iver,SirLewiB(  Edinburgh  W. 
M  *Killop,  James  (Stirlingbhire) 
Majendie,  J^mes  A.  U. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Massey- Mai u waring,  HonW.F. 
Maxwell, W.J.  H  (D  mf riesshire 
Meys^y -Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
M  iddlemore,  John  I'hrogmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,Rt.Hon.SirFrcuerickG. 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montaga,  Hon.  J.  Scott(Hant«  ) 
More,  Kobt.  Ja»per(Shrop8hire) 
Morrison,  James  Archibiild 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray  ,RtHn.  A.  Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col  W\ndh«ni  (Bath) 
Nichoison,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 


Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,Herbert  Pi  ke(  Darlington) 
Peel,Hn.  Wm.  Robert  Welleeley 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Froderick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Protyman,  Ernest  George 
Pry ce- Jones.  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert- 
Randies,  Jobn  S. 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ratcliflf,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  (Jeorge 
Ritchie,  Rt .  Hon.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 

SackTille,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe.  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair.  Louts  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.(  Hertford, East) 
Smith,HC.  (North' mb.Tvre8ide 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  Jolm  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,  Hon.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 


Stanley,  F-dwardJas.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes. ) 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling- Max  well,  Sir  Jolm  M. 
Stn)yan,  John 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbum.  Sir  Walter 
I'homton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,   Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Virtcent,Col.SirC.E  H(Sheffield 
WHuklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Welby,Sir  CharlesG.  R  (Notts. ) 
Whiteley ,  H .  ( Asht^iD  und.  Lyne 
Willian.d,RtHnJ  Powell  (Birm 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,A.  Sianlev( York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
WiUonTodd.Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath) 
Wolflf,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 


Tellers  for  thb  Noe.s — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Minutes   of   tlie  Proceedings   of    the 

SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES).    Committee  to  be  printed,    [No.  157.] 


Mr.  Halbev  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Members  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and 
Manufactures: — Mr.  Walter  Long,  Mr. 
Thomas  Shaw,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor, 
Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Tully,  Mr.  Macartney, 
Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Baird,  and  Sir  Albert 
RoUitt ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitu- 
tion :  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland, 
Mr.  Rigg,  Mr.  Hayden,  Mr.  Runciman, 
Mr.  Mooney,  Mr.  Goulding,  Sir  James 
Woodhouse,  Mr.  Gretton,  and  Sir 
Frederick  Godson. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SHOP  CLUBS  BILL. 

Reported,    with     Amendments,    from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade,  etc. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  157.] 


Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  b<i  taken  into  considera- 
tion upon  Wednesday  11th  June,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  168.] 


ORDER     FOR      ATTACHMENT     OF     A 

MEMBER, 

Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  House  that 
he  had  received  the  following  letter  re- 
lating to  the  attachment  of  a  M  ember 
of  this  House — 

**  Hi^h  Court  of  Justice,  Ireland, 
"  Chancery  Division— Land  Judges. 
**2l8t  April,  1902. 
"Sir, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  the  19th 
of  thifl  month  an  order  wa«  made  by  me  for  the 
attaohment,   on  the  ground   of    Contempt  of 
Court,  of  Patrick  Aloysiut  M*Hugh,  Esquire, 
Member  of  Parliament  for  Leitrim,  North. 
**  I  have.  Sir,  The  honour  to  be, 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 
*' John  Ross, 
**  Jndg*  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
Chancery  Dirision." 
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SELECT    COMMITTEE    ON    SAVINGS     drawn   to   the  matter  by  his  Question, 
BANICS   FUNDS.  ^y^^y  ^^d  not,  in  the  interval,  taken  an 

opportunity,  in  order  to  secure  that  the 
Committee  should  be  thoroughly  repre- 
sentative, either  to  withdraw  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  in  favour  of  an  hon. 
Member  representing  the  working  classes, 
or  to  enlarge  the  Committee.  If  he  were 
in  order  he  would  have  moved  the  substi- 
tution of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Mid-Durham.  It  was  not  merely  a 
question  of  book-keeping  and  finance. 
Mr.  Gladstone  said  it  was  a  great  question 
of  national  policy.  The  moment  the 
Committee  began  to  investigate  the  grave 
issues  that  would  be  committed  to  them, 
though  there  might  be  community  of 
interest  in  one  sense  between  the  Treasury 
and  the  Savings  Banks,  between  private 
bankers  and  the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks, 
he  thought  that  it  was  perfectly  obvious 
that  conflicted  interests  would  at  once  arise. 
Of  course  he  was  precluded  from  going 
into  the  merits  of  ^  the  question,  but  the 
issues  and  the  arguments  were  plain. 
There  would  be  an  efibrt  to  maintain  or 
improve  the  rate  of  interest  on  behalf  of 
the  depositors,  or  to  modify  it  in  the 
interest  of  the  Treasury.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  twice  already  tried 
to  reduce  or  to  modify  the  rate  of 
interests,  and  was  met  by  the  contention 
that  the  situation  was  really  caused  by 
administrative  restrictions,  and  that  the 
Treasury  was  £1,600,000  in  the  debt  of 
the  depositors.  If  they  went  into  the 
question  of  the  interest  or  of  the  extension 
of  the  area  of  investment  to  find  profitable 
investment  for  the  enormous  accumu- 
lations, there  was  at  once  conflict 
between  the  Treasury  and  the  Banks. 
If  they  went  into  the  question  of  the 
limit  of  deposits  which  had  been  raised 
from  £30  to  £50,  that  would  immediately 
bring  about  a  conflict  of  interest  between 
the  depositors  and  private  bankers.  All 
these  questions  were  of  great  importance, 
and  it  was  essential  to  the  fairness  of  the 
inquiry  that  they  should  be  regarded  from 
several  points  of  view.  There  was  the 
suggestion  of  separating  the  Savings  Banks 
from  the  Treasury  entirely  and  making  it 
a  separate  department,  and  lastly  there 
was  the  question  of  the  utilisation  of 
the  accumulations  of  capital  in  the  Savings 
Banks  for  other  objects.  Thus  in  Grer- 
many,  Belgium  and  elsewhere  first  the 
Old  Age  rensions  Funds  and  then  the 
accumulations  of  capital  in  Savings  Banks 
were  advanced  on  loan  for  housing  and 


(8.5.)  Sir  WILLIAM  WALROND 
(Devonshire,  Tiverton),  in  moving  that 
Sir  Frederick  Dixon  -  Hartland  be 
added  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Savings  Banks  Funds,  said  it  was  due 
to  the  House  that  he  should  state 
that  it  was  through  inadvertence  on 
his  part  that  the  hon.  Member's  name 
did  not  appear  on  the  original  notice  for 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee.  He 
would  ask  the  House  to  pass  the  Motion 
now. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Sir  Frederick  Dixon-Hartland  be 
added  to  the  Select  Committee." — (Sir 
William  Walrond.) 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton- 
shire, £.)  said  he  asked  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  the  other  day  whether 
he  would  add  a  labour  representative  to 
the  Committee.  The  right  hon.  Member 
declined  and  said  he  did  not  recognise 
labour  members  as  such.  He  used  the 
term  to  describe  that  class  of  Member 
in  the  House  who  had  themselves  in  their 
own  lives  practical  experience  of  the 
wants  and  requirements  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  depositors  in  the  Savings 
Banksandwhoknew  their  wishes.  In  op- 
posing the  Motion,  he  wished  to  say  he  had 
no  hostile  criticism  to  offer  the  hon. 
Member  whom  it  was  proposed  to  add  to 
the  Committee,  nor  as  to  the  other  Members 
of  the  Committee.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  they  were  capable  and  impartial  \ 
men.  The  Committee  would  have  to 
consider  exceedingly  complex  questions 
of  finance,  and,  of  course,  it  was 
desirable  that  it  should  contain  Mem- 
bers who  were  especially  acquainted  i 
with  banking  operations  and  with  the 
relations  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Savings 
Banks.  That  was  fully  admitted,  but,  | 
at  the  same  time,  on  analysing  the  com-  [ 
position  of  the  Committee,  he  found  that 
no  less  than  eight  of  its  members  were 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the 
banking  interest,  and  the  hon.  Member 
whom  it  was  now  proposed  to  add  to  the 
Committee  was  actually  a  fellow  director 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Huddersfield, 
also  a  member  of  the  Committee,  on  the 
Board  of  the  London  City  and  Midland 
Bank.  He  regretted  that  after  the 
attention  of  the  Government  had  been 
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otherpurpoBestothelocalauthorities  under  do  something  to  secure  the  services  of 

conditions  of  etjual  security,  and  procuring  some  one  who  specially  represented  the 

a  better  interest  for  depositors.     Having  interests  of  the  depositors  generally, 
regard  to  all  these  questions  it  was  de- 
sirable that  on  this  Committee  should  be       (8.15.)  Mr.  Speaker  put  the  Question 

represented,  not  only  the  Treasury  and  in  pursuance  of  Standing  Order  No.  16. 
banking  interests,  but  also  the  working 

class  interest.      He  hoped   the  Govern-        The  House  divided— Ayes,  200 ;  Noes^ 

ment  would   reconsider  the  matter  and  116.     (Division  List  No.  131.) 


AeUnd-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Aird,  8ir  John 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold- rornt^r,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
ifa|i^t,('ai>c.Joeceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  Janie«  Robert 
Baird,  John  (teorge  Alexander 
Balcarren,  Lord 
Btlfoar,  Kt.  Hon.  A.J.  ( M  anch'r 
Balfonr.KtHnGeraldW.(LeedB 
Barr\-,Sir  Francis T. (Windsor) 
Beacli.lUHn.SirMichaelHicks 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bho'^'naggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwoo<l,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brotherton,  Eklward  Allen 
Boll,  William  James 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Batcher,  John  lieorge 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
(^aatley,  Henry  Strother 
CavendUh,  V.  C.  W.  (D'rby  shire 
(^^yzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
C^cil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  ( Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chamberlayne,  T.(S'thampton 
C^hapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
('harchill,  Win!»ton  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos,  H.A.E. 
(Whill,  Dougljis  Harry 
CoUingi*,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Glas^w) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbndge 
Cran  borne,  Vincount 
CrosB,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
( !rossley.  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Hromley- 
Da\'ie8,SirHoratioD.(  Chatham 
Dewar,T.R(T'rH  ralets,S.Geo. 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doaglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
I>oxiord,Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Doming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Faber,£dmand  B.  ( HaoU.,  W\ ) 


AYES. 

Fellowe8,Hon.  Ail  wyn  Ed  ward 
Fergusson,  RtHn.SirJ.  ( Manc'r 
Fielden.  Edwartl  Brocklehnrst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher.  William  Hayes 
Fitz(»erald,SirRohert  Penrose- 
Fitzroy, Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fort«scue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gonlon,Hn.  J.  E.  ( Elgin&  Nairn 
Ctore,HnG.  R.C.Ormsby.(Salop 
Gorst,  Rt.Hon.Sir  John  Eldon 
Cioschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Graham,  Henry  Roliert 
Greene,  SirEW(B*rySEdm*nd8 
Gretton,  John 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
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is  believed  to  be -so  dangerous    that  he 
cannot  be   allowed  in  England.     What 
papers  would  Mr.  Cart w right  write  for  1 
He  would   not  be  allowed  to  write  for 
The  Times.     Every  paper   which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  anti-British  is  prohibited  in 
South    Africa.     How   would  any  of    his 
writings    reach   that   country  1     Would 
they  ever  have  any  access  there  %    No. 
The    Attorney   General     was    perfectly 
right.     There  is  absolutely  no  precedent 
for  action  of  this  kind.     It  is  not  the 
first   time  we   have   had    fighting  in  a 
British  colony ;  it   is   not  the  first  time 
we  have  had  martia'  law ;  but  it  is  the 
first  time  we  have    had  a  case  of  this 
character  brought  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  Attorney  General,  a 
great  constitutional  authority,    has  ad- 
mitted that  there  is  no  record  of  a  pre- 
cedent   for  any  such   action  as  that  of 
prohibiting  Mr.  Cartwright    to  come  to 
this  country.     His  offence,    which   was 
really  that  of  implicitly  believing  in  The 
Times,  has  been  expiated,  and  every  man 
in  this  country,  however  foul  may  be  his 
offence,  once  he  has  purged  that  oflfence, 
is   free  to  go   where   he    pleases.     The 
worst  that  can  be  done  is  to  subject  him 
to  police  supervision.     Why  is  not  Mr. 
Cartwright  to  be  allowed  to  come  to  this 
country     under     ordinary     conditions  1 
Neither  the  Secretary  of  State  nor  the 
Leader  of  the  House  has  attempted  to 
make    out   a    case,   and  the    Attorney 
Greneral  showed  that  he  knew  something 
about  the  matter  by  evading  the  whole 
point. 

(6.56.) Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester):  The 
speech  to  which  we  have  just  listened 
shows  that  the  question  before  the 
House  falls  under  two  heads.  The  first 
is  as  to  whether  there  is  power  under 
martial  law  to  detain  any  subject  in  Cape 
Colony,  and  the  second  is  whether  the 
reason  is  sufficiently  strong  to  justify 
the  detention.  My  hon.  friends  the 
Members  for  Durham*  and  Oldham,  to- 
gether with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen,  said 
that  in  their  opinion  there  was  no  power 
within  the  limits  of  the  constitution 
under  martial  law  in  Cape  Colony  to  pre- 
vent a  British  subject  leav  ng  the  colony 
and  coming  to  England. 

MR.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  •*  No 
right,"  not  **  no  power." 

Mr.  Lloyd  George, 


Mr.  YERBURGH:  **Power,"Ibdieve,  • 
was  the  word  used  by  the  right   hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Aber- 
deen— *•  power  "    meaning    "  right "    in 
this   case.     But    when    the    hon.    and 
learned  Member  for  Dumfries  addressed 
us,  I  was  interested  to  find  that  he  threw 
over  the   three   hon.    Members   I  have 
named.     He  told  us  practically  that  there 
was  a  right  under  martial  law,  as  exist- 
ing, to  retain  any  obnoxious  British  sub- 
ject within  Cape  Colony ;  and  he  then 
went  on  to  say  that  the  whole  question 
was   whether    the    offence    committ^ 
by     the     individual     was     sufficiently 
serijus^    and   whether   his  position  was 
such    as    to  render    him    a  dangerous 
person    in     the  view     of    the    authori- 
ties.    The   whole    question    is   whether 
the  case  is    bad    enough.       The    hon. 
and    learned     Gentleman     went      fur- 
ther.    Not  only   did  he  lay  down  that 
proposition,  but  he  constituted  himself 
judge   of    the    action    taken     by    Lord 
Kitchener,  because,  unless  my   memory 
serves  me  wrong'y,  his  words  were  that 
**  This  was  a  gross  injustice."    I  was  not 
in  the  House  when  the  Secretary-of  State 
for  War  made  his  speech,  but  I  imderstand 
that   he    used  the  phrase  '' mh  judke" 
and  that  the  words  Avere  greeted   with 
considerable  laughter.     But,  as  far  as  I 
know.    Lord    Kitchener  has   not    been 
heard,   and   yet    the  hon.    and  learned 
Member  actually  comes  to  that  table,  and, 
without  having  heard  the  other  side,  pro- 
ceeds to  deliver  judgment  against  Lord 
Kitchener. 

I  have  never  hesitated,  when  1  con- 
sidered it  necessary,  to  take  action  against 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  but  I  must  dissent  in  the 
strongest  possible  way  from  the  state- 
ment that  he  has  tried  to  shelter  himself 
behind  Lord  Kitchener.  It  must  be 
Lord  Kitchener  whose  conduct  is  called 
into  question.  It  is  he  who  is  putting 
the.se  powers  into  force,  and  therefore  it 
is  he  whom  hon.  Members  are  condemn- 
ing. My  right  hon.  friend  is  therefore 
perfectly  right  in  saying  it  is  not  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  that  is 
criticised.  Of  course,  if  the  House  carry 
this  vote,  the  Government  stand  con- 
demned; they  fall  with  their  Commander 
in  South  Africa.  But  no  reasonable 
person  can  have  a  shadow  of  doubt  that, 
if  a  .vote  of  this  character  is  passed,  it 
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casts  a  very  heavy  imputation  upon  I^rd  officera  in  Cape  Colony  what  shall  be 
Kitchener.  I  will  only  say  further  that  done  with  a  more  or  less  obscure 
in  my  opinion  the  supporters  of  this  journalist.  Lord  Kitchener  has  rightly. 
Motion  have  lamentably  failed  to  make  under  our  system  — and  a  very  good 
out  their  case,  and  by  the  mouth  of  the  system  1  think  it  is— taken  upon  himself 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite  the  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  his 
they  have  admitted  their  case  to  be  subordinates,  and  no  doubt  he  has 
absolutely  unsound  from  top  to  bottom,      presented  to  the  Government  whatever 

,  reasons  can  be  urged  in  defence  of  it. 
*(7.3.)  Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fife.  E):  T  But  that  does  not  affect  in  the  least 
think  that  within  my  experience  a  case  has  degree  this  proposition,  which  lies  at  the 
rarely  been  presented  to  the  House  in  t  root  of  the  constitutional  responsibility 
which  the  weight  of  argument  was  so  of  Ministers  to  Parliament,  that  in 
entirely  on  one  side.  It  would  need  matters  of  this  kind  it  is  not  the  (i^eneral 
some  excuse  on  my  part  for  trespassing  in  the  field  any  more  than  it  is  his 
for  a  few  moments  on  the  attention  of  subordinate  officer ;  it  is  the  Govern- 
the  House  at  this  stage  of  the  discussion  ment,  and  the  Government  alone,  who 
were  it  not  that  appeals  have  been  made  |  are  responsible. 

on  the  other  side  to  those  of  us  who  on  That  being  so,  and  the  question 
this  side  have  on  the  whole  supported  being  simply  whether  the  decision 
the  policy  of  this  war,  and  who  have,  in  ,  of  the  Government  announced  to- 
season  and  out  of  season,  strenuously  de-  night  is  a  right  and  proper  decision, 
fended  the  conduct  and  the  reputation  of  how  does  the  matter  stand  ?  It 
our  commanders  and  our  soldiers  in  the  aepends  partly  on  considerations  of  law 
field,  as  though  by  the  logical  necessities  and  partly  on  considerations  of  poUcy. 
of  their  position  they  were  bound  j  As  regards  the  law,  it  has  been  stated  by 
to  defend,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member 
apologise  for,  the  course  taken  by  for  the  Dumfries  Burghs,  with  great 
the  Government  on  this  occasion,  authority,  with  perfect  lucidity,  and  in 
It  is  to  demur  in  the  strongest  possible  propositions  which  1  do  not  think  any 
way  to  that  proposition  that  I  rise  now  lawver  in  the  House  will  venture  to  con- 
to  say  a  few  words  to  the  House.  Let '  tradict.  They  come  to  this— that  what 
me  brush  aside,  before  I  come  to  the  is  called  martial  law,  which  means  the 
kernel  of  the  matter,  the  totally  irrelevant '  suspension  of  the  ordinary  law  of  the  land 
consideration  -  dwelt  upon  by  the  hon.  I  *"^  ^^®  ^"^®  ^^^  *^®  ^*™®  ^'"?  ^^  ™'^^*n^ 
Member  and  put  forward  with  ^reat  I  fo^^ — ^  ^^  existence  is  justified,  so  the 
force  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  '  extent  of  its  application  is  measured 
—that  if  we  assent  to  a  Motion  of  this  *"^  warranted  by  necessity  alone. 
J[ind,  or,  indeed,  if  we  express  a»  y  dis-  ^^^  Legislature  in  passing  Acts  of 
satisfaction  with  the  reasons  which  have  ^'^^^^"^^y  *^^®^  periods  of  martial 
been  advanced  for  the  ictention  of  this  '*^  ^^  "®^®^  ^^^  ^^  minute  or  too 
gentleman  at  the  Cape,  we  are  iruiltv  ®^^^^"S  ^"  questioning  acts  which 
of  piissing  a  vole  of  censure  on  Lord  ™*>'  ^*^®  ^^^'  ^^^^  ^^^  *"  precipitA- 
Kitchener.  What  a  ridiculous  prono^i-  ^^^"'  committed  in  circumstances  of  great 
Uon  •  I  know  nothing  of  the  inner  '  "J^'^/'^^'-y  ^""^^^^rT!;,  ^  "*"  Tk  J 
workings  of  this  matter  or  of  its  secret '  '^'''^  *"  °?*"  ^-^i  locked  up  without 
history.      [^^Hear.  hearl^  i  drnTt   ^^LZZt:" ^^^^^ 

fhTadlt::  o'f^"     ''•^"^'r^"    *^^^^  fcTke?y t  P^i^unl^^'t^'thi 

butldoknT     I  "".'  in  that  respect,  enemv  in  the  fieli      I  can   understand 

but  1  do  know  what  has  been  disclosed  ^^der  the  r^cnme  of  martial  law  a  man 

to   Parliament;    and    I    entertain     the  being  deported  from  the  colony  on  the 

strongest  suspicion  that  Lord  Kitchener  ground  that  under  existing  circumstances 

had  no  more  to  do  with  this  matter  than  his  room  would  be  preferred  to  his  com- 

we  have.      Lord  Kitchener  ha>  affair:^  pany.     But  never   until   tonight,    never 

of  much  graver  consequence  to  think  of  until  this  case,  never  until  the  noble  Lord 

at  Pretoriri  in  carrying  on  the  campaign  a  few  days  ago  told  us  what  the  grounds 

against  the   Boers    than   in    discussing  of  detention  of  this  gentleman  were,  never 

with  his  generals  or  some  subordinate  in   the  history  of  the  law,  has  it  been 
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suggested  that  a  commander  was  entitled, 
under  the  rSgime  of  martial  law,  not  to 
keep  a  man  in  gaol,  buo  to  allow  him  to 
wander  freely  in  the  country  where  martial 
law  prevails,  and  yet  to  keep  him 
in  that  country  which  is  the  scene  of  dis- 
turbance against  his  will,  i  unless  he  will 
five  a  pledge  as  to  what  he  will  do  or  not 
o  when  he  gets  away  from  the  scene  of 
disturbance  to  a  free  country  where 
martial  law  does  not  prevail.  That  is  the 
proposition,  and  the  only  proposition, 
which  the  House  has  to  consider.  What- 
ever your  views  may  be  about  the  war, 
its  origin,  and  its  conduct,  whatever  may 
be  your  admiration  and  confidence — and 
I  yield  to  no  one  in  that  respect — in  the 
generals  and  officers  in  the  field,  I  say  that 
the  House  is  not  bound  hy  any  considera- 
tion of  patriotic  reserve  to  abstain  from 
discussing — aye,  and  condemning— a  pro- 
position of  this  kind  put  forward  on  the 
authority  of  Ministers  of  the  day,  a  pro- 
position in  which  I  for  one  will  never 
acquiesce,  and  against  which  I  invite  the 
House  to  protest. 

♦(7.10.)  Mr.  PEMBERTON  (Sunder- 
land) :   It   has    been  said  by  the   First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  others  that  in 
voting  against  the  Government  on  this 
occasion  one  would  really  be  condemn- 
ing their  policy  as  a  whole,  and  especially 
the   cx)nduct   of  Lord  Kitchener.     I  do 
not  think  that  is  an  argument  worthy  of 
the   right  hon.  Gentleman.     One  may 
very  well  think  the  bulk  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government   to    be    good    and 
sound,  and  be  willing  to  support  it ;  I 
think  one  may  go  further  and  vote  in 
favour  of  certain  parts  of  that  policy  of 
which   one   does   not  wholly    approve ; 
but    there    are    certain    things    which 
appear  to  be  more  important  than  that, 
and  this,  I  think,  is  one.      Undoubtedly 
the  Government  as  a  whole  are  respon- 
sible, and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I  think  it  is  unfortunate  they  did 
not  say  that  certainly  this  man  should 
not  be  kept  in  Cape  Colony  if  he  wished 
to  leave  it.     One  could  by  some  twisting 
of  words — or,  perhaps,   I   ought  not  to 
use  that  expression — but  by  some  subtle 
argument,    like    that    of   the  Attorney 
General  prove  that  as  martial  law  exists 
in    Cape  Colony  the    man   who  has  to 
administer     it — Lord     Kitchener— has 
authority  to  do  really  as  he  likes.     But 
I  think  the  fairer  way  of  looking  at  this 

Mr,  AsquUh, 


matter  would  be  that  to  keep  a  man  in 
the  colony  cannot  really  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  peace  of  the  Empire,  or 
with    the  necessities   of   the  colony   in 
time    of    war.      I    cannot    follow    that 
argument,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  bulk  of  hon.  Members  of  this 
House  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  a  weak 
point  in  this  part  of  the  argument.    My 
contention  is  that  if  we  err  at  all  we 
should  err  on  the  side  of  generosity  in 
preserving  to  the  utmost  the  rights  of 
any  British  subject.      I    have  not  the 
least  doubt  that  a  very  large  section  of 
the  Party  to  which  I  belong  do  not  like 
the  extension  of  martial  law  all   over 
South  Africa.    [Ministerial  cries  of  "  Oh, 
oh  1 "]    Although  we  do  not  like  it,  we 
recognise  it  as  a  necessity  to  which  we 
must  bow,  but  that  does  not  mean  that 
it  should  not  be  extended  to  cases  where 
it    is  not   necessary.     I  hope  that  any 
limitation  of  the  rights  of  British  subjects 
will  be  as  small  as  possible.    This  is  a 
question  to  me  of  principle  just  as  it  is 
to  the  hon.  Member  for   Durham  and 
the    hon.     Member    for    Oldham     and 
others.     We  think   thb  principle  is  of 
more  importance  than  merely  support- 
ing the  Government.     I  think  it  is  an 
unfortunate  argumen    put  forward  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury   in  his 
appeal  to  the  Party  when  he  says  that 
by  voting  against    the  Government  on 
this  occasion  hon.  Members  will  be  doing 
serious  harm  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    I  believe  that  is  what  I  may  call 
the  Government  Whip,  and  I  regret  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  thought 
fit  to  use  the  whip  in  this  case.    What 
are  we  elected  for  f     We  are  elected,  it  is 
true,  to  support  either  one  Party  or  the 
other,  but  we  are  also  elected  in  order 
to    exercise  a   reasonable   di.scretion   in 
certain  matters.    I  know  I  was  elected 
in  this  way,  and  I  am  quite  willing  to 
stand  by  it.     I  think  it  is  most  unfor- 
tunate that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  have  used   such   an  argument. 
Surely  the  First  Lord  of  the  'R-easury 
must    know  that  self-preservation   will 
I  not  induce  them   to    vote  against   the 
policy   of  the  Government.      I   do  not 
I  think  that  should  be  used  as  an  argu- 
i  ment  to  influence  people's  votes  against 
I  what  they  believe  to   be  right  upon  a 
I  matter     which    many    of   us    do     not 
1  think   is   a   question    of  Party,   but    a 
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question  of  constitution,  and  of  the  I 
duty  of  this  House  as  a  House.  I  only , 
regret  that  the  Government  could  not  j 
giye  an  explanation  which  would  enable  i 
this  Motion  to  have  been  withdrawn,  , 
and  which  would  have  been  a  far  more  \ 
satisfactory  course  than  driving  sup- , 
porters  of  the  (Tovernment  to  vote  in 
favour  of  this  Motion. 

(7.15.)  Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  (Lancashire, 
Leigh) :  Perhaps  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  like  to  know  that  Mr.  Cartwright*s 
case  did  not  stand  alone,  but  that  there 
had  been  a  number  of  similar  cases.  It 
ought  to  be  understood  that  the  House 
was  dealing  with  an  attempt,  not  on  the 
part  of  Lord  Kitchener,  but  on  the  part 
of  certain  other  persons  in  the  Colony,  to 
prevent  journalists  who  happened  to 
know  a  great  deal  about  the  facts  in 
South  Africa  from  coming  to  this  country 
and  informing  the  mind  of  the  British 
public.  He  knew  of  at  least  two  or  three 
other  journalists  who  had  been  or  who 
were  now  detained  in  South  Africa  on 
the  same  kind  of  plea  ^fi  that  put  forward 
in  Mr.  Cartwright's  case. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  I  must 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  he  will 
not  be  in  order  in  discussing  other  cases. 

Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  said  he  merely  wished 
to  point  out  that  there  was  a  principle 
involved,  and  this  was  not  simply  the 
conduct  of  a  single  individual  It  was 
said  that  by  carrying  this  motion  they 
would  be  passing  a  vote  of  censure  on 
Lord  Kitchener,  but  he  did  not  think 
Lord  Kitchener  knew  anj^hing  whatever 
about  the  cases  of  these  journalists.  He 
beUeved  the  course  taken  had  been 
decided  upon  by  some  official  at  Cape 
Town  whom  he  did  not  know.  It  would 
be  a  most  salutary  thing  if  they  were  to 
do  something  by  way  of  protest  against 
the  excesses  of  these  irresponsihie  persons 
— something  which  would  clip  their  claws 
and  teach^them  that  Members  of  that 
House  had  a  little  more  respect  for  the 
rights  of  British  subjects  than  they 
appeared  to  have. 

♦(7.20)  Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk, 
Stowmarket) :  The  Attorney  General  has 
spoken  of  the  pedantry  of  constitutional- 
ism. But  there  is  such  a  thing  as  the  price 


of  unconstitutionalism,  and  when  the  din 
of  battle  is  over  the  echoes  of  this  debate 
will  ring  in  the  ears  of  the  people  of 
the  Empire.  Since  I  have  been  in 
Parliament  there  has  been  no  more 
unswerving  supporter  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  and  to  go  against  the 
Government  now,  as  assuredly  I  shall 
do,  is  repellent  to  me.  But  I  wish  to 
repudiate  as  warmly  as  I  can  the 
peroration  of  my  right  hon.  friend — not 
a  very  new  peroration — in  which  he 
stated  that  those  who  voted  for  the 
Motion  will  show  themselves  careless  of 
the  honour  of  the  British  Army,  and  of 
the  prospects  of  peace. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Hear,  hear ! 

♦Mr.  MALCOLM :  Sir,  I  repudiate  it, 
and  I  say  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  with  all  the  respect  that  is  due 
to  him  that  I  think  our  honour  aj 
British  gentlemen  repudiates  the  one 
proposition  as  much  as  the  fact  that  our 
kith  and  kin  are  fighting  in  South 
Africa  repudiates  the  other.  This  is  not 
a  vote  of  censure  on  Lord  Kitchener. 
It  is  a  censure  on  a  policy,  not  on  a 
person.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  we  are  condemning  Lord  Kitchener 
unheard,  but  wh^  is  he  unheard  1  The 
date  of  Mr.  Cartwright's  liberation 
must  have  been  known  long  ago,  and 
the  Government  could  have  had  the 
defence  in  their  hands.  But  if  attention 
had  not  been  called  to  this  case  some 
days  ago  it  might  have  gone  sub  siUnito, 
and  this  obstruction  of  justice  might 
have  been  turned  into  a  precedent  for 
the  future.  There  is  no  argument  which 
has  been  used  more  acceptably  in  the 
country  than  that  the  Government  have 
always  clean  hands  throughout  the  war 
in  dealing  with  the  enem}  and  with  the 
pro-Boer  party.  But  when  I  consider 
that  the  common  law  has  been  set  at 
nought  in  this  case,  and  that  even  the 
extraordinary  law  has  been  abused,  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  possible  to  go  quite 
so  cheerfully  to  the  constituencies  to 
talk  about  clean  hands.  [Ministerial 
cries  of  "Oh. "J  I  lament  the  prejudice 
shown  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
in  his  answer  to  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Montrose.  The  Secretary  of  State 
enlarged  on  the  offence  of  Mr.  Cart- 
wright,  but  that  was  known  before ;  and 
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the  offender  has  been  punished  and  >  people,  but  in  my  opinion  these  questions 
liberated,  though  he  is  still  not  free,  i  are  far  away  from  the  case  of  Mr.  Cart- 
His  conduct  was  scandalous  in  the  ex-  i  wright.  The  question  immediately 
treme,  and  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  I  before  us  is  really  whether  we  shall 
hon.  Members  in  this  House  who  will  j  support  martial  law  in  South  Africa  or 
stand  up  for  a  moment  to  defend  that  con- 1  not.  'In  spite  of  what  my  hon.  friend 
duct.  But  if  it  is  as  bad  as  the  First  Lord  |  below_  the  gangway  has  said,  I  think 
has    made   out  then  I  think  Mr.  Cart-  _      -  _ 

wright  ought  to  have  had  a  far  more 
severe    punishment.      But  he  has   had 

his  punishment  and  taken  it  Uke  a  |  shall  be  supporting  a  vote  of  censure 
man,    and   he    is   now    out    of    prison  [  upon  Lord  Kitchener.    The  real  question 

is     whether    we     are    to     trust     Lord 
Kitchener  with   the   administration    of 


the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  is 
perfectly  right  in  saying  that  if  we  vote 
against    the    Government    tonight    we 


again. 


The  question  is  where  shall  he  be 
kept  1  Is  he  to  be  kept  in  South  Africa 
or  in  England.  We  have  been  told 
that  he  will  be  less  harmful  in  South 
Africa  than  in  England.  What  has 
become  of  the  unity  of  the  Empire? 
Is  it  going  to  be  a  new  item  in  our 
Imperial  policy  that  the  further  the 
man  gets  away  from  the  scene  of  action 
the  more  dangerous  he  is  likely  to 
become.     If  Mr.  Cart  wright  returns  to 


martial  law  or  not.  The  whole  question 
of  expediency  must  be  left  to  Lord 
Kitchener.  As  to  what  was  thought 
of  martial  law  2,000  years  ago,  I 
remember  the  description  in  the  Ars 
Poetka  of  what  Achilles  should  do ;  and 
I  will  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Monmouth  that  Achilles  was 
more  likely  to  bring  war  to  an  end  than 
even  a  Lord  Chancellor  or  a  great  con- 


England,  as  I    hope  he  may  be  allowed  '  stitutional    lawyer.       Horace    wrote    of 
to   do,   and    even   if    he    does,    as    the  I  the  character  of  Achilles — 
Attorney  General   suggests,    come    over  i  Impiger,  iraonndus,  mexorabili««,  acer ; 
here    and    raise    the    banner     of     pro- 1     Jurttnegetaibinafe.nihilnonarrog^t  armis. 

Boerism,  if  he  comes  over  here  and  |  As  some  hon.  Meml^rs  may  probably 
raises  an  army  that  will  march  from  i  have  forgotten  their  Latin,  perhaps  it  will 
London  to  Dover,  then,  Sir,  the  common  !  be   advisable  for    me    to    translate   my 

law  of   the  land   will    look  after    Mr.  i  quotation 

Cart  wright,  and  the  common  law  will  ;  .j^  would  rightly  depict  Achillea,  yoa 
make  him  just  as  innocuous  to  our  i  must  uescrilie  him  eb  a  man,  active,  >\Tath- 
people  as  Mr.  Massingham  or  Mr.  Stead.  '  ful,  implacable,  energetic ;  let  him  declare  that 

I  wonder  who  is  going  to  make  Mr.  1*^«  ,^«'"«  ^/"^  '"^^^  '^F  ^l"^,  ^  let  him  claim 
n     X      •1^1  ^       ^1-  J  _^  1  •         everything  for  armed  miKut. 

Cartwnght   keep   to    this    undertaking         ^       »  » 

which  the  Government  have  exacted  I  say  that  is  a  proper  description  of 
from  him  %  Who  is  going  to  make  him  !  martial  law,  for  common  law  cannot  exist 
keep  that  undertaking  upon  his  return  ^^^^e  martial  law  is  in  force.  I  have 
to  this  country.  I  do  not  think  peace  \  ^^ard  of  cases  elsewhere  of  the  excessive 
will  be  facilitated  by  operations  of  this  !  ^®  ^^  F>w®'*;  I  ^an  remember  the  case 
sort  and  by  the  total  obUvion  of  the  I  o^  Canada  At  one  time,  gentlemen  were 
watchword  Ciiis  Kom<inus  sum.  '  transported  to  Bermuda.  That  was  done  m 

pursuance    of  a    policy  undertaken    by 

/^  .>/.  ^  *r  T  1  u^T^m^i.T  /Tx  ,  i  I^'*d  Durham — a  man  who  is  much  in 
(7.26.)  Mr.  LAMBTON  (Durham,  favour  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  at 
S.  E.) :  So  many  hon.  Members  on  this  I  the  present  moment.  He  was  Governor- 
side  of  the  House  have  spoken  in  General  of  Canada,  and  his  action  on  that 
support  of  this  Motion  that  I  think  it  j  occasion  was  treated  in  Parliament  in  the 
is  about  time  someone  on  these  Benches  game  way  as  you  are  endeavouring  to 
should  say  a  word  or  two  for  the  Govern- 1  treat  Lord  Kitchener's  action  in  South 
ment.  With  all  due  respect  to  hon.  ■  Africa  now.  The  result  was  that  Lord 
Members  who  have  spoken  I  must  say  ,  Durham  resigned  his  position  in  Canada, 
that  I  think  we  have  wandered  into  a  |  and  if  we  are  going  to  treat  Lord 
very  strange  discussion  tonight.  The  Kitchener  as  we  treated  Lord  Durham, 
question  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  we  may  cause  that  eminent  General,  who 
Englishmen  has  been  raised  and  the  {  has  done  so  much  for  South  Africa,  to 
question  of  the  liberties  of  the  English  <  resign   his  position.     I   think  the  First 
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Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  perfectly  ri^ht  in 
asking  the  House  to  give  a  vote  of  con- 
fidence in  Lord  Kitchener,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  pass  it  by  a  very  large  majority. 

(7.32.)  Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottingham- 
shire, Mansfield) :  I  know  Mr.  Cartwright, 
and  I  am  probably  one  of  the  few  men 
in  the  House  who  do  know  him.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Perthshire  would 
probably  know  him,  as  he  has  spent  many 
years  in  Johannesburg.  Mr.  Cartwright 
was  for  a  long  time  attached  to  the 
Johannesburg  Star,  He  was  there  advocat 
ing  the  policy  you  are  now  advocating 
there.  He  changed  from  that  poh'cy, 
believing  it  now  to  be  in  the  interest 
of  SoutD  Africa.  I  have  not  risen  to^ 
defend  Mr.  Cartwright  or  to  condone 
his  offence  in  publishing  this  article. 
But  I  do  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that 
when  this  article  was  taken  from  The 
Timely  he  never  saw  it,  but  he  took  the 
full  responsibility  for  his  action  and  went 
to  prison.  I  say  that  it  is  gross  calumny 
on  the  part  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  Member  for  North  Islington 
—[Cries  of  "Oh,"  and  "  Withdraw."] 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  not  in  order  in  saying  a  statement 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
gross  calumny. 

.Mr.  MARKHAM  :  I  withdraw  that 
statement  and  I  apologise  to  the  House. 
fle  even  said,  but  more  especially  it  was 
said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Islington,  that  Mr.  Cartwright  was  the 
author  of  these  attacks  on  the  soldiers. 
That  statement  is  not  true.  The  state- 
ment made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Longford  was  perfectly  true  that  this 
article  was  published  in  The  Times  three 
weeks  before,  and  yet  you  are  asked  in 
this  House  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Islington  to  condemn  Mr.  Cart- 
wright as  the  author  of  this  article  in 
question.  Mr.  Cartwright  was  the  one 
man  in  South  Africa  who  was  setting 
forth  views,  as  he  thought  them,  not 
anti-British. 

♦MR.SPEAKER:Order,order!  The  hon. 
Member  is  extending  the  debate  entirely 
beyond  the  question  under  discussion.  It  is 
not  in  order  to  discuss  the  history  of  Mr. 
Cartwright  prior  to  his  being  sent  to 
prison.      The  right  hon.   Gentleman  in 


his  Motion  has  only  raised  the  question 
of  compulsory  detention  after  his  period 
of  imprisonment  has  expired. 

Mr,  MARKHAM:  We  have  heard 
much  in  this  debate  about  anti-British 
views,  but  if  you  hold  that  I  am  not 
entitled  to  debate  the  question  whether 
the  views  and  opinions  which  Mr.  Cart- 
wright has  advocated  so  long  are  true  to 
British  interests  and  not  anti-British 
interests,  I  will  not  pursue  the  question. 
Mr.  Cartwright  is  a  man  than  whom  no 
one  is  more  patriotic.  I  say  that  Mr.  Cart- 
wright has  made  great  sacrifices.  He  made 
a  grave  error.  It  has  been  said  that, 
''  A  man  who  makes  no  mistakes  never 
makes  anything."  Mr.  Cartwright  having 
made  this  mistake  has  paid  the  penalty. 
I  say  that  Mr.  Cartwright  does  not  hold 
anti-British  views,  but  is  animated  by  the 
desire  of  seeing  this  country  doing  what 
is  right  in  South  Africa,  and  nothing  else. 

(7.35.)  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis),  who  was  received  with  cries  of 
**  Divide  "  said  :  My  remarks  will  be  brief, 
but  if  they  are  interrupted  I  cannot 
answer  for  their  length.  I  decline  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  Mr.  Cartwright, 
his  merits  or  demerits  having  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter.  I  also  decline  to 
discuss  the  question  whether  it  is  right 
or  wrong  to  carry  out  martial  law  in 
South  Africa.  That  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  shelters  himself — no,  he  does 
not  shelter  himself,  but  he  cites  Lord 
Kitchener,  and  says  that  if  we  are  to 
adjourn  the  House  this  day  we  should 
pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  Lord  Kitchener. 
The  suggestion  then  is  that  Lord 
Kitchener  insists  on  keeping  Mr. 
Cartwright  in  South  Africa.  Where  is 
the  evidence  1  Not  a  shred  of  it.  Not  a 
word,  not  an  opinion  from  Lord 
Kitchener  is  cited  from  any  despatch 
laid  on  the  table.  No  reason  is  assigned 
for  Lord  Kitchener  being  brought  before 
the  House  in  this  way.  There  is  not  a 
tittle  of  evidence  that  Lord  Kitchener 
desires  to  keep  Mr.  Cartwright  in  South 
Africa,  or  that  he  even  knows  the  name 
of  Cartwright.  It  is  absurd  to  come  to 
us  and  use  the  name  of  some  great  man 
in  South  Africa  in  this  House.  I  have 
heard  Sir  Redvers  BuUer  eulogised  from 
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this  is  a  question  of  martial  law  and  its 
interpretation.  We  have  had  martial 
law  defined  and  accepted  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.    Now  it  seems  to  me 


that  Bench,  and  ask  myself  the  question 
whether  Lord  Kitchener  may  not  some 
day  be  regarded  with  a  somewhat 
similar  amount  of  enthusiasm  to  that 
which  Sir  Redvers  Buller  now  enjoys. 
What  is  the  question  herel  The 
question  is  whether  Mr.  Cartwright 
shall    be  allowed  to  come  to  England 


that  that  definition  has  very  probably 
been  infringed,  because  the  claim  of 
necessity  for  self-defence,  as  the  right 
hon.     Gentleman     opposite     said,    was 


with     an     undertaking.       [An     Hon.  ;  entirely     lost    sight    of    when    it  was 


Member  :  No.]  Yes,  that  is  so.  It  is  so 
stated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  He  says  that  the  whole  point 
is  whether  he  can  get  a  suflficient 
undertaking  to  justify  him  in 
allowing  Mr.    Cartwright    to    come    to 


admitted  that  Mr.  Cartwright  was  not 
allowed  to  come  home,  not  from  any 
question  of  necessity,  but  because  of 
what  he  might  do  in  this  country.  That 
has  given  way,  and  I  feel  there  has  been 
a  very  doubtful  exercise  of  martial  law, 


England.  It  is  not  a  question  whether  '  and  under  those  circumstances  what 
martial  law  shall  be  carried  on  and  some  Oi  us  want  to  know  is  what  is  the 
applied  in  South  Africa,  but  whether 4  attitude  of  the  Mrst  Lord  of  the 
martial  law  is  to  be  extended  to  |  Treasury  and  His  Majesty's  Government? 
England.  Is  it  not  pitiful  that  His  1  Are  they  goin^  to  support  Lord  Kitcheuer 
Majesty's  Government  should  pursue  this  I  through  thick  and  thin,  or  are  they 
Cartwrighti  n  this  way.  That  you  should  i  going  to  admit  this  question  of  doubt  as 
exercise  all  your  military  authority,  '  to  the  exercise  of  martial  law ;  or  are 
give  the  greatest  possible  number  of  1  they  going  to  grant  us  an  enquiry  ?  This 
troops,  and  the  most  extensive  power  to  !  is  not  so  simple  a  matter  as  the  First 
Lord  Kitchener  in  South  Africa  to  follow  Lord  of  the  Treasury  seems  to  tliink.  It 
his  miUtary  operations  I  can  under- 1  is  needless  for  me  to  recapitulate  what 
stand,  but  what  can  you  fear  from  has  fallen  from  the  lips  of  several 
Cartwright  1  What  harm  can  he  j  members  on  this  side  of  the  House.  We 
possibly  do  ?  If  he  can  do  anything  it  is  '  yield  to  none  in  our  wish  to  carry  the 
surely  rather  in  South  Africa  than  here,  war  to  a  conclusion,  and  to  that  end 
I  am  very  sad  and  sorry  that  His ;  would  support  the  Government  and 
Majesty's  Government  have  thought  it  Lord  Kitchener,  but  I  think  we  are 
worth  their  while  so  much  as  to  cast  entitled  to  know  what  the  Governn  ent 
their  eyes  on  such  a  creature  as  Cart- 1  are  going  to  do.  Arc  they  going  to 
wright,  but  I  am  glad  to  see  that  it  has  communicate  with  Lord  Kitchener,  or 
been  the  occasion  for  a  little  movement  sim}>ly  buck  him  up  through  thick  and 
among  the  dry  bones  of  this  side  of  the  |  thin;  or  are  they  merely  going  to  put 
House,  and  for  arousing  some  spirit  in  their  foot  down  and  decline  to  have  any 
the  Tory  Party.  I  cannot  so  quickly  |  more  discussion  on  the  great  con- 
forget  that  I  am  a  Tory — not  even  in  stitutional  question  raised  tonight.  It 
the  straits  of  the  Government  over  j  is  with  great  deference  that  I  appeal  to 
Cartwright — and  that  I  have  learned  I  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
to  believe  in  the  principles  of  the  Con-  those  on  that  Bench  to  make  some 
stitution  with  regard  to  freedom  of  concession  to  the  very  general  feeUng 
speech.  There  may  be  those  who  will  entertained  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
vote  with  the  Government  tonight  and  not  drive  those  who  desire  to  do 
Let  them  remember  that  they  are  doing  nothing  more  than  to  support  His 
it  at  the  expense  of  every  sound  con- '  Majesty's  Government  into  opposition 
stitutional  principle  which  we  have  to  it. 
fought  for,   and    to   which    the    Party 

ought  to  adhere.  (7  45  )  ^r.  SEELY  (Lincoln)  :  I  only 

;  rise    to  sav,    as  I   intend   to    vote  for 
(7.40)    Mr.    GUEST   (Plymouth):    I    this    Motion,   that   I  do    not   consider 


want  to  know  what  is  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  now  on  this  question.  I 
have  sat  through  the  debate,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  have  arrived  at  this  point ; 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles, 


it  in  any  way  whatever  as  a  vote  of 
censure  on  Lord  Kitchener,  and  I  feel 
absolutely  certain  that  Lord  Kitchener 
will   not  consider  it  so  himself.     It  is  a 


1261 


S.  A.  War— 


{24  April  1902} 


Marital  Law, 


1262 


vote  of  censure  on  His  Majesty's 
Ooveminent  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  dealt  with  one  o^  the  most 
important  questions  which  exists  for  any 
Government,  namely,  their  duty  to 
protect  the  individual  rights  of  British 
subjects.  I  am  not  going  to  go  through 
^he  question  itself.  The  Government 
know  perfectly  well  that  the  reason 
they  have  given  to  this  House  for 
keeping  Mr.  Cartwright  in  South  Africa 
is  one  which  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  or  the  Secretary  for  War,  or 
any  man  who  sits  on  that  Bench  would 
no  more  have  thought  of  giving  if  he  had  { 
been  first  responsible  for  the  matter  | 
than  they  would  have  thought  of  acting  i 
in  the  way  they  act  in  some  countries  we 
know  of.  1  hen  we  have  had  from  them 
no  repudiation  of  that  language,  no  ex- 
pression as  to  how  this  question  of 
martial  law  ought  to  be  dealt  with.  For 
that  reason  I  cannot  hold  with  them  this 


afternoon  and   it  is  the  more  estientia 
when  we  are  at  the  present  moment  ask- 
ing large  numbers  of  men  to  come  under 
our  rule.     You  will  have  to  govern  those 
by     Crown    Colony    Government 


men 


One  thing,  and  the  only  thing,  that  will 
make  these  men  satisfied  to  come  under 
your  rule  is  the  knowledge  that  as  British 
subjects  they  will  be  protected.  It  is 
because  this  question  is  at  issue  the 
question  of  the  old  rights  of  British 
subjects,  the  question  of  the  proper  feel- 
ing of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 
proper  right  of  censuring — not  the  men 
who  are  fighting  for  them  over  the  sea, 
but  the  Government  who  is  responsible 
to  them  for  the  action  of  every  individual 
and  for  every  act  of  policy  all  over  the 
empire  that  I  shall  support  the  Motion. 

(7.49.)    Question  put. 

The     House     divided :— Ayes,      182; 
Noes,  259.     (Division  List  No.  130.) 


Abraham.  William(Cork,N.  E. ) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

A]leD,Charle8P.(Glouc. , Stroud 

Ambroae,  Robert 

A»>her,  Alexander 

AbuqIi  h,  Rt.  Hn.  HerbertHenry 

Atherley-JoQes,  L 

BarJow,  John  brnmott 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Blake,  £d«ard 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Bowles,  T.Gib8on(  King'sLynn) 

Brand.  Hon.  Atthor  G. 

Broadhnmt,  Henry 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryoe,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Borke,  E.  Haviland- 

Bam*,  John 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Oaine,  William  Sproston 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Chanmnff,  Frnncis  AlUton 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 

Clane> ,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Cnug,  Robert  Hunter 

Creao,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 

Delany,  William 

DUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelao,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  O. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 


AYES. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elioank,  Master  of 
Elliot,  Hon.  A  Ralph  Douglas 
Ellis,  John  Edwara 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Itobert 
Feowick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  WUliam 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  Christooher 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gilliooly.  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Graht,  Conie 
GiilHith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Ualdane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hammond,  John 
Harcuurt,  Rt.Hon.  Sir  William 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hay ne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale* 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hon. Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles H. 
Hobhoo»e,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristo],E.) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  Wil  liani(C'marvon8hire 
Ji»yce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Kinlooh,  Sir J«  thnGeorgeSmy  th 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 


Leamy,  Edmund 

Leese,  Sir  J  ooephF.  (Acer  in .  ton 

Leigh,  Sir  Joueph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd  George,  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lunuon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

Macneill,  John  Gordon  Sui.t 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Cann,  James 

M*Crae.  George 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A 

M'Kean,  John 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M*KUh»p,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

M'Laren,  Charles  BenjaiUiii 

Malcolm,  Ian 

Manstield,  Horace  Rendall 

Maikham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mather,  William 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Llo>d(Carmarthen) 

Morrey,htHoii.John(Montro8e 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,Col.  JobnP.(Galway.  N . ) 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  Souili) 

Norman,  Henry 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willan» 

O'Brien,  Jaiues  F.  X.  (Cork ) 

O'Brien,  Kendal  (Tipperary  Mid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (kilkenu^) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  .>.) 

0'Connor,James(Wicklow,  W,) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Donne.l,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'KclJy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Kelly,  JameB(RoeooDunoii,  N. 
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O'Malley,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaaghnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  George  Wm.  (Reading) 
Partington,  OswhIcI 
Paulton,  Jame<>  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Satfroo  Walden) 
Pea8tj,Sir  Jo^^esph  W.  (Durham) 
PembertoD,  Jonn  S.  G. 
Pirie,  Dnnran  V. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Reid,SirR.Thre8hie(Dumfrie8) 
Rigg,  Richard 
RoberU»,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Rober  ts,  John  H.  (Den bighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 


{COMMONS} 

Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Kussell,  T.  W. 
Schwann,  Charles  £. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton(Lincoln) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Statford) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sbipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Ar(  bur  Wellesley 
So^res,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer.Rt  Hn.C.  R.  ( Northants 
Sirachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  Abel  ( Carman  hen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alfre<l(Glamorgan,E. ) 
Thoma8,David  Alfred  ( Merthyr 
ThoniaM,  F.  Freeman-(  Hastings) 
Thoma«,JA(GlamorgaQ,Gower 
Tomkinson,  James 
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Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Rol>ert 
Waltou,JohnLaw8on(Leed8  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bam»ley) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courteoay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  H.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  Noith> 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Will  lauis,  Osmond  (Merioneth> 
Wilson,  Henry  J.( York. W.  B. 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellsb^  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Herbert  (iladntone 
and  Mr.  M' Arthur. 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Anson,  hir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Ba^^'ot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarrea,  Lord 
Balf ou  r,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (ManchV) 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.  (Leeds 
Banbury  Frederick  George 
Banes,  Alajor  George  Kdward 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.(  Windsor) 
Bartles  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.  h  n.  Sir  M  ichaelHicks 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
BiB,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  Si.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Brown,  Alexander  H.  (Shroptb. ) 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  v  .C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  ((ireenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Kt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(Worc*r 
Chamber  lay  ne,T.  (Southampton 


NOES. 

Chaplain,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  £. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bridge 
Cranboroe,  Viscount 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davie8,SirHoratioD.(Chaih8un) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,T.R.(T'rffmleU,S.Geo. 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dixon-HartlAnd,Sir  FredDixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douslas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward  l 

Duming-Lawrenc^,  Sir  Ednnn 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Faber,  Ednmnd  B.  (HanU,W.) 
Fardcll,  Sir  T.  (ieorge 
Fellowes,  Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn.SirJ.  (Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose- 

j  Fitzroy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 

;  Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henr}'  William 

I  Foeter,PhilipS.(Warwick,S.W. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 

I  Gardner,  Ernest 

'  Garfit,  William 

'  Gordon,Hon  J.E.(Elgin&Naim 
Gore,Hn.(;.R.C  0rm8by-(Salop 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 


Gould ing,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene,Sir  E.  W(  BVy  S  Edmnda 
Greene,  Henry  I). (Shrewsbury) 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hain,  Edward 
Hall,  Edward  Mamhall 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHnLor.»G.(Midd'x 
Hamilton,  MarQ.of(  L'nd'nderry 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  RobertWra. 
Hardy,  Laurenoe(  Kent,  A«hford 
Harris,  Frederick  Levertou 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hav,  Hon.  Claude  (ieorge 
Heath,  James  (SUtfoni«.N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Aug  stus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon -Hodge,  Robert  Trotter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouse,  Henry(Somer8et,E.> 
Hope,  J.  F.  (Shetfield,Brighuid© 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard.  J. ( Midd. ,Tottenham> 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  HenryCeoil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Vorks.,N.  R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhooafr 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  I Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,  Kt.Hon.Sir  JohnH. 
Kenyon,  Hon.Geo.  T. (Denbigh). 
Kenyon  SUoey,  CuL  W.  (Salop. 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 

lAmbton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Win.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lee,  ArthurH.  (Hants.  ,Fareha» 
Leve8on-Gow«}r,Frederick  N.S. 
Look  wood,  Lt.-<)oL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,CoLCharle«W.(Kve8ham> 
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Loiig,R  t.  Hn.  Walter(Bri8tol,S. ) 
LoosdiUe,  John  Hrownlee 
Lciwther,  C.  (Camb.,  Eskdale) 
Lowtber,  Rt. Hon.  Jaiii<^( Kent) 
Loyd,  Arohie  Kirkmon 
LuoAS,  Reginald  J.(  PorUmoath) 
Macartney.  Rt  Hn.  W.G.  ElliBon 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Cabnnnt,CoL  H.  L.  B.  (Camba. 
M'Calmont,  Col.  J.  ( Antrim, E.) 
M*Iver,SirLewit(  Edinburgh  W. 
M*KilIop,  James  (Stirlingbhire) 
Majendir,  J'  mes  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Maaaey- Main  waring,  HonW.F. 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H(I)'mfrie«»hire 
Meys^y-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,John  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Hingliam 
Milner,Rt.Hon.SirFroderickG. 
Mitchell,  William 
Moles  worth.  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott( Hants  ) 
More,  Kobt. JasperlShropshire) 
Morrison,  James  Archibtild 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn.  A.  0raham(6ute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  W\ndham(Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Xiool,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Xeill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ening,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 


Parkes,  Ebenezer 

Pease,  Her  bert  Pi  ke(  Darlington) 

Peel,Hn.  Wm.  RobertWellesley 

Penn,  John 

Percy,  Earl 

Pierpoint,  Robert 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 

Plummer,  Walter  R. 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Protyman,  Ernest  George 

Pry ce- Jones.  Lt.-Col.  Edward 

Purvis,  Robert 

Randies,  John  8. 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Canie 

Ratoliff,  R.  F. 

Reid,  James  (Greenock) 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 

Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 

Renwick,  George 

Ritchie,  Rt .  Hon.  Chas.  Thomson 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 

Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 

Rothschild,  Hon.  LionelWalter 

Round,  James 

SackTille,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 

Satllcr,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 

Samuel,  Harrv  S.  (Limehouse) 

Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 

Setoo-Karr,  Henry 

Sharpe,  WUliam  Edward  T. 

Sinclair.  Louis  (Romford) 

Smith,  Abel  H.(  Hertford,  East) 

Smith,HC.(North'mb.T?ne8ide 

Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 

Spear,  John  Ward 

Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 

Stanley,  Hon.  Arthar(OrmBkirk 


Stanley,  FdwardJaa.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes. ) 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.  M  *Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Strojran,  John 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
I'homton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tufnell,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 
Valentia,  Viscount 
VinceMt,Col.SirC.E  H(Sheffield 
W^Huklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Welby,Sir  CharlesG.  E.  (NotU. ) 
Whiteley ,  H .  ( Asht^m  und.  Lyne 
WilUama,RtHnJ  Powell  (Birm 
W^illox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,A.  Sianlev(  York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Fa'lkirk) 
Wilson,  John  ((vlasgow) 
Wilson-Todd.  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
W^odehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustov  Wilhelm 
W^orsley-Taylor,  HenryWilson 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyli«,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 


Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Members  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and 
Manufactures: — Mr.  Walter  Long,  Mr. 
Thomas  Shaw,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor, 
Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  TuUy,  Mr.  Macartney, 
Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Baird,  and  Sir  Albert 
RoUitt ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitu- 
tion :  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland, 
Mr.  Rigg,  Mr.  Hayden,  Mr.  Runciman, 
Mr.  Mooney,  Mr.  Goulding,  Sir  James 
Woodhouse,  Mr.  Gretton,  and  Sir 
Frederick  Godson. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SHOP  CLUBS  BILL. 

Reported,    with     Amendments,    from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade,  eta 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed     [No.  157.] 


Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Committee  to  be  printed.    [No.  157.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  ha  taken  into  considera- 
tion upon  Wednesday  11th  June,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  168.] 


ORDER     FOR      ATTACHMENT     OF     A 

MEMBER. 

Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  House  that 
he  had  received  the  following  letter  re- 
lating to  the  attachment  of  a  M  ember 
of  this  House — 

**  High  Court  of  Justice,  Ireland, 
"  Chancery  Division— Land  Judges. 
*'2lHt  April,  19()2. 
"Sir, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  the  19th 
of  this  month  an  order  wa«  made  by  me  for  the 
attaohment,   on   the  ground   of    Contempt  of 
Court,  of  Patrick  Aloysiut  M'Hugh,  Esquire, 
Member  of  Parliament  for  Leitrim,  North. 
"  I  have,  Sir,  The  honour  to  be, 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 
*' John  Ross, 
**  Judgt  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
Chancery  Division." 


(8.5.)  Sir  WILLIAM  WALROND 
(Devonshire,  Tiverton),  in  moving  that 
Sir  Frederick  Dixon  -  Hartland  be 
added  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Savings  Banks  Funds,  said  it  was  due 
to  the  House  that  he  should  state 
that  it  was  through  inadvertence  on 
his  part  that  the  hon.  Member's  name 
did  not  appear  on  the  original  notice  for 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee.  He 
would  ask  the  House  to  pass  the  Motion 
now. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Sir  Frederick  Dixon-Hartland  be 
added  to  the  Select  Committee." — (Sir 
William  JFalrond,) 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton- 
shire, £.)  said  he  asked  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  the  other  day  whether 
he  would  add  a  labour  representative  to 
the  Committee.  The  riffht  hon.  Member 
declined  and  said  he  aid  not  recognise 
labour  members  as  such.  He  used  the 
term  to  describe  that  class  of  Member 
in  the  House  who  had  themselves  in  their 
own  lives  practical  experience  of  the 
wants  and  requirements  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  depositors  in  the  Savings 
Banksandwhoknew  their  wishes.  In  op- 
posing the  Motion,  he  wished  to  say  he  had 
no  hostile  criticism  to  offer  the  hon. 
Member  whom  it  was  proposed  to  add  to 
the  Committee,  nor  as  to  the  other  Members 
of  the  Committee.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  they  were  capable  and  impartial 
men.  Ilie  Committee  would  have  to 
consider  exceedingly  complex  questions 
of  finance,  and,  of  course,  it  was 
desirable  that  it  should  contain  Mem- 
bers who  were  especially  acquainted 
with  banking  operations  and  with  the 
relations  of  tbe  Treasury  to  the  Savings 
Banks.  That  was  fully  admitted,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  on  analysing  the  com- 
position of  the  Committee,  he  found  that 
no  less  than  eight  of  its  members  were 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the 
banking  interest,  and  the  hon.  Member 
whom  it  was  now  proposed  to  add  to  the 
Committee  was  actually  a  fellow  director 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Huddersfield, 
also  a  member  of  the  Committee,  on  the 
Board  of  the  London  City  and  Midland 
Bank.  He  regretted  that  after  the 
attention  of  the  Government  had  been 
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SELECT    COMMITTEE    ON    SAVINGS     drawn   to   the   matter  by  his  Question, 
BANICS  FUNDS.  ^^ey  had  not,  in  the  interval,  taken  an 

opportunity,  in  order  to  secure  that  the 
Committee  should  be  thoroughly  repre- 
sentative, either  to  withdraw  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  in  favour  of  an  hon. 
Member  representing  the  working  classes, 
or  to  enlarge  the  Committee.  If  he  were 
in  order  he  would  have  moved  the  substi- 
tution of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Mid-Durham.  It  was  not  merely  a 
question  of  book-keeping  and  finance. 
Mr.  Gladstone  said  it  was  a  great  question 
of  national  policy.  The  moment  the 
Committee  began  to  investigate  the  grave 
issues  that  would  be  committed  to  them, 
though  there  might  be  community  of 
interest  in  one  sense  between  the  Treasury 
and  the  Savings  Banks,  between  pri\^te 
bankers  and  the  Post  Office  Savings  Banks, 
he  thought  that  it  was  perfectly  obvious 
that  conflicted  interests  would  at  once  arise. 
Of  course  he  was  precluded  from  going 
into  the  merits  of  ^  the  question,  but  the 
issues  and  the  arguments  were  plain. 
There  would  be  an  effort  to  maintain  or 
improve  the  rate  of  interest  on  behalf  of 
the  depositors,  or  to  modify  it  in  the 
interest  of  the  Treasury.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  twice  already  tried 
to  reduce  or  to  modify  the  rate  of 
interests,  and  was  met  by  the  contention 
that  the  situation  was  really  caused  by 
administrative  restrictions,  and  that  the 
Treasury  was  £1,600,000  in  the  debt  of 
the  depositors.  If  they  went  into  the 
question  of  the  interest  or  of  the  extension 
of  the  area  of  investment  to  find  profitable 
investment  for  the  enormous  accumu- 
lations, there  was  at  once  conflict 
between  the  Treasury  and  the  Banks. 
If  they  went  into  the  question  of  the 
limit  of  deposits  which  had  been  raised 
from  £30  to  £60,  that  would  immediately 
bring  about  a  conflict  of  interest  between 
the  depositors  and  private  bankers.  All 
these  questions  were  of  great  importance, 
and  it  was  essential  to  the  fairness  of  the 
inquiry  that  they  should  be  regarded  from 
several  points  of  view.  There  was  the 
suggestion  of  separating  the  Savings  Banks 
from  the  Treasury  entirely  and  making  it 
a  separate  department,  and  lastly  there 
was  the  question  of  the  utilisation  of 
the  accumulations  of  capital  in  the  Savings 
Banks  for  other  objects.  Thus  in  Ger- 
many, Belgium  and  elsewhere  first  the 
Old  Age  Pensions  Funds  and  then  the 
accumulations  of  capital  in  Savings  Banks 
were  advanced  on  loan  for  housing  and 
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otherpurposestothelocalauthorities  under  do  something  to  secure  the  services  of 

conditions  of  equal  security,  and  procuring  some  one  who  specially  represented  the 

a  better  interest  for  depositors.     Having  interests  of  the  depositors  generally. 

regard  to  all  these  questions  it  was  de-  ' 

sirable  that  on  this  Committee  should  be  (8.15.)  Mr.  Speaker  put  the  Question 

represented,  not  only  the  Treasury  and  in  pursuance  of  Standing  Order  No.  16. 

banking  interests,  but  also  the  working 

class   interest.      He  hoped   the  Govern-  The  House  divided-— Ayes,  200 ;  Noes^ 

ment  would   reconsider  the  matter   and  116.     (Division  List  No.  131.) 
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Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Channing  and  Mr. 
Broadhurst. 


NEW  BILLS, 


CONTEMPT  OF  COURT  BILL. 

**  To  amend  the  laws  relating  to 
punishments  for  contempt  of  Court," 
presented     by    Mr.     Patrick     Aloysius 

M*Hugh,    under  Standing   Order    31 ; 

supported  by  Mr.    O'Dowd,  Mr.   John 

RcKlmond,    Mr.    William   O'Brien,   Mr. 

Dillon,  and  Mr.  Clancy ;  to  be  read  a 

second  time  upon  Thursday  8th    May, 

and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  169.] 


POOR   LAW  OFFK^ERS'   SUPERANNUA- 
TION (SCOTLAND)  BILL 

**To  provide  for  superannuation 
allovvances  to  Poor  Law  officers  and  ser- 
vants in  Scotland,  and  for  contributions 
towards  such  allowances  by  such  officers 
and  servants,  and  to  make  other  relative 
provisions,**  presented  by  Mr.  Maxwell, 
under  Standing  Order  31 ;  supported  bj 
Sir  Lewis  M*Iver,  Sir  Robert  Reid,  Mr. 
Nicol,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Cross, 
Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  Ure,  and  Mr.  Ren- 
shaw ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  12th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiUlTO.]    (8.30) 
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NEW  PROCEDURE  RULES.  ,      »*  Of  the  days  so  allotted,  not  more  than 

[Tenth  Day^s  Debate.]  ^"^  ^*5^  ^°  Committee  shall  be  allotted 

to  any  Vote  on  Account,  and  not  more 
JJEW  STANDING  ORDER— (BUSINESS     than  one  sitting  to  the  report  of  that 
IN  SUPPLY.)  Vote.      At  midnight  on  the    close   of 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  t^®  day  on  whicn  the  Committee  on 
debate  on  Amendment  proposed  to  pro-  that  Vote  is  taken,  and  at  the  close 
posed  New  Standing  Order  (Business  in  of  the  sitting  on  which  the  Report  of 
Supply)  [11th  April],  '^That  as  soon  as  that  Vote  is  taken,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Supply  has  been  ,  Committees  or  the  Speaker,  as  the  case 
appointed  and  Estimates  have  been  may  be,  shall  forthwith  put  every 
presented,  the  business  of  Supply  shall,  I  Question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the 
until  disposed  of,  be  the  first  Order  of  Vote  or  the  Report, 
the  Day  on  Thursday,  unless  the  House  c*  ^^  ^en  of  the  clock  on  the  last  day 
otherwise  order  on  the  Motion  of  a  but  one  of  the  days  so  allotted,  the 
Mmister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at  the  Chairman  shall  forthwith  put  everv 
commencement  of  public  busmess,  to  be  question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the 
decided  without  Amendment  or  debate.  Vote  then  under  consideration,  and 
-  Not  more  than  twenty  days,  being  ghail  then  forthwith  put  the  question 
days  before  the  5th  of  August,  shaU  be  ^^^  respect  to  each  class  of  the  Civil 
allotted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Service  Estimates  that  the  total  amount 
annual  Estimates  for  the  Army,  Navy,  ^f  the  Votes  outstanding  in  that  class 
And  Cml  Semc^  including  Votes  on  |^  granted  for  the  services  defined  in 
Account.  The  days  allotted  shall  not .  ^j^g  ^lass,  and  shall  in  Uke  manner  put 
mclude  any  day  on  which  the  Question  severally  the  questions  that  the  total 
has  to  be  put  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  amounts  of  the  Votes  outstanding  in 
the  Chair,  or  any  day  on  which  the  ^he  Estimates  for  the  Navy,  the  Army, 
business  of  Supply  does  not  stand  as  first    ^nd     the     Revenue     Departments     be 

J[*     . ,   1    ,        11  .    1  .      granted  for  the  services  defined  in  those 

"'  Provided  that  the  days  occupied  by    Estimates. 

the    consideration  of   Estimates   supple- 
mentary to  those  of  a  previous  session       **  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  th  *  last  allotted 

^r  of  any  Vote  of  Credit,  or  of  Votes  for  day,    the  Speaker  shall   forthwith   put 

Supplementary  or  Additional  Estimates  every    question     necessary    to    dispose 

pre-jented  by  the  Government  for  war  of   the   report   of  the    Resolution  then 

-expenditure,  shall  not  be  included  in  the  under     consideration,    and    shall    then 

•computationofthe  twenty  days  aforesaid,  forthwith    put,   with    respect    to    each 

**  Provided   abo  that  on  Motion  made  class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates,  the 

after  notice  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  question.   That    the   House  doth  agree 

to   be  decided    without   Amendment  or  with    the   Committee    in    all    the    out- 

debite,    additional   time,   not  exceeding  standing  Resolutions  reported  in  respect 

three  days,   may  be  allotted  for  the  pur-  of  that  class,  and  shall  then  put  a  like 

poses  aforesaid,  either  before  or  after  the  question  with  respect  to  all  the  Resolu- 

5th  of  Augusts.  tions  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for 

*•  On   a  day  so  allotted,    no  business  the    Navy,    the     Army,    the    Revenue 

other  than  the  business  of  Supply,  shall.  Departments,    and     other    outstanding 

-except  on  the  last  two  of  the  allotted  Resolutions  severally. 
days,  be  taken  before  rnidnight  unless^  it  is       .  q^  ^^^  ^^^^  sappointed'for  concluding 

unopposed,   and   no   business   m    Com-  the  business  Jf  Supply,  the  consideration 

mittee    or    proceedings    on    Report    of  of  that  business  shall  not  be  anticipated 

Supply  shaU  be  taken  after  midmght.  ^     ^  ^^^^.^^  ^^  Adjournment,  and  no 

whether  a  general   Order  for  the  sus-  j;i„f^^  \f^*:^«  oU  .n  u^  j 

pension  of  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  is  dilatory  Motion  shall  be  T,.ovcd  on  pro- 

^  force  or  not.  unless  the  House  other- ,  "^^^ings  for  that  business, 
wise  order  on  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  ,      **  Any  additional  Estimate  for  any  new 

of  the  Crown,  moved  at  the  commence-  service  or  matter  not  included  in  the 

ment  of  public  business,  to   be  decided '  original  Estimates  for  the  year,  shall  be 

without  Amendment  or  debate.  j  submitted  for  consideration  in  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  Supply  on  some  day  not  later 
than  Two  days  before  the  Committee  is 
closed. 

"  For  the  purposes  of  this  Order  two 
Fridays  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to  a 
single  day  of  two  Sittings." — (Mr,  A.  J, 
Balfour.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  worda  *  Not 
more  than  twenty  days,  being  days  before  the 
5th  of  August,  shall  be  allotted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  annual  Estimates  for  the 
Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  including 
Votes  on  Account.  The  days  allotted  shall 
not  include  any  day  on  which  the  Question  has 
to  be  put  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair, 
or  any  day  on  whicn  the  business  of  Supply 
does  not  stand  as  first  Order.' " — {Mr.  Lough.^ 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  *Not  more  than  twenty  days, 
being  days  before  the  5th  of  August, 
shall  be  allotted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  annual  Estimates  for  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Civil  Services,  including 
Votes  on  Account,*  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

(9.0.)  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Water- 
ford  :  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
probably  one  of  the  most  far-reaching 
of  the  new  Standing  Orders  proposed, 
because  admittedly  there  is  no  part 
of  the  business  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons more  important,  from  a  consti- 
tutional point  of  view,  than  the  right  the 
House  has  always  exercised  up  to  the 
present  of  scrutinising  Supply,  and  on 
Votes  in  Supply  of  discussing  the  whole 
policy  and  a<^lministration  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day.  I  protest  against  this 
new  Rule  in  toto^  and  I  take  the  ground  of 
opposition  that  this  Rule  has  proved  in 
practice  to  be  a  failure.  The  new  Standing 
Order  now  under  consideration  is  not 
identical  with  the  sessional  order  dealing 
with  Supply,  which  has  been  in  operation 
for  some  years.  There  are  some  differ- 
ences, but  in  the  main  it  is  practically  the 
same.  I  say,  therefore,  we  are  not  in  the 
position  of  considering  a  new  Rule  about 
which  Members  might  have  different 
views  as  to  the  likelihood  of  its  success  in 
the  future.  We  are  considering  really  an 
old  Rule  which  has  been  tested  by  some 
years  of  experience,  and,  taking  that 
ground,  I  assert  that  the  Rule  now  before 
us  haa  been  proved  to  be  a  failure.  This 
Rule  involves  the  most  important  right  of 
this  House,  namely,  the  right  of  discus- 
sion in  Supply,  and  I  say  that  it  turns 
into  an  absolute  mockery  what  was  always 


regarded  in  this  House  as  an  accepted 
axiom  of  the  Constitution,  namely, that  the 
discussion  of  grievances  should  precede 
the  voting  of  Supply.  1  say  in  addition 
it  has  led  to  an  increase  of  expenditure, 
and  that  under  its  operation  enormous 
sums  of  money,  increasing  year  by  year, 
have  been  voted  without  any  discussion 
whatever,  owing  to  the  appHcation 
of  the  closure.  Further  than  that,  I 
assert  that,  badly  as  this  Rule 
has  worked  generally,  so  far  as 
Ireland  is  concerned  it  has  rendered  all 
effective  discussion  of  Irish  Supply  and 
criticism  of  Irish  administration  absolutely 
impossible. 

I  remember  very  well  when  this  Rule 
was   first  proposed   in   the  House   as  a 
sessional   Order    by   the  First    Lord    of 
the  Treasury.     He  told  the  House  that 
he  had  devised  a  plan  with  the  objeet  of 
giving    to    private    Members    a    better 
opportunity  of  discussing  Supply,  and  of 
criticising  the  Government.     I  ask  any 
Member  of  this  House  whether  he  can 
honestly  say  that  the  result  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  sessional  Order  during  the  past 
few  years  has  been  in  that  direction,     I 
assert  that  the  result  has  been  the  direct 
opposite.     That  is  a  matter  of  fact ;  it  is> 
not  a  matter  of  opinion  with  which  I  am 
dealing,  and  it  can  be  brought  to  the  test 
of  figures.     Under  the  operation  of  this 
sessional  Order  the  number  of  Votes  which 
have  passed  without  any  discussion  at  all 
has  steadily  and  rapidly  increased.     In 
the  year   1896    there  were   twenty-one 
Votes  out  of  all  the  Votes  applying  to 
England,  Ireland,  Scotland,   and   Wales 
that  were  passed  without  any  discussion 
at  all,  but  from  that  time  the  number  has 
increased.      The    new   Rule    came    into- 
operation,  and  what  happened  ?     In  1897 
there  were  thirtv  Votes  passed  without 
any  discussion  whatever ;  in   1898  there 
were    thirty-two ;    in    1899    there   were 
forty -six;  in  1900  there  were  forty-six; 
and  in  1901  there  were  ninety-six.     Not 
only  has  there  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  Votes  that  have  not  been  dis- 
cussed, but  the  amount  of  the  Votes  has 
also  increased.     In  1897  the  amount  of 
money    voted    without    any    discussion 
at     all     was     £52,000,000;     in     1898, 
£43,000,000;  in   1899,  £56,000,000;  in 
1900,   £95,000,000  ;    and    last    year   it 
was  £88,000,000.     Is  it  not  a  somewhat 

appalling  statement  to  be  able  to  make  to 

the  House  of  Commons  that  during  the 
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last  five  years  of  the  operation  of  this  curtail  the  opportunities  of  discussion, 
sessional  Order  a  sum  in  round  nunil>ers  of  and  the  more  you  limit  the  right  of  the 
X400,000,000  has  been  voted  without  House  of  Commons  to  examine  the 
one  single  moment  of  discussion  1  Estimates,  the  more  certain  you  make 

If  I  stopped  here  and  said  nothing  fur-  '^  ^hat  the  Estimates  wiU  go  on  increasing 
ther,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  have  said  >ear  by  year,  and  I  say  this  has  been 
enough  to  prove  the  absolute  failure  the  experience  of  this  Rule.  But  if  these 
of  this  Rule  which  we  are  now  to  remarks  apply  generally  how  have  we 
have  permanently  incorporated  on  to  look  at  the  Rule  from  the  point  of  view 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House.  >°  ^hich,  of  course,  I  am  mainly,  if  not 
But  there  is  very  much  more  to  altogether,  interested— the  point  of  view 
be  said.  Under  the  operation  of  °^  Ireland  t  I  remember  when  the  r^ht 
thi«  Rule  expenditure  has  increased  hon.  Gentleman  introduced  the  Rule  first 
in  the  most  alarming  way.  No  one  who  J"*,  promised  us  for  the  discussion  of  the 
has  listened  thU  year  and  last  year  to  Irish  Estimatei  four  days,  and  as  a  mat- 
the  Rpeechea  of  the  ChanceUor  of  the  *«r  of  fact,  we  obtained  four  days  under 
Exchequer  could  fail  to  have  been  im-  »•»«  early  operation  of  the  Rule.  That 
pressed  with  the  fact  which  the  right '  '^"f  changed  very  soon  to  three  days, 
hon.  Gentleman  has  pointed  out,  that  a°<I  there  is  nothing  m  the  Rule  as  now 
the  enormous  increase  of  the  Budgets  !  Proposed  to  bind  the  Government  to  pve 
has  not  been  wholly  due  to  war  expenses.  I  }^  tl».ree  days,  two  days,  or  one  day.  We 
He  has  repeatedly  pointed  out  in  the  \  ?"  *^»  '"*««'"  °^  ^nsh  Supply  are  abso- 
most  forcible  manner  that  there  has  1"**'?  **  the  mercy  of  the  right  hon. 
been  an  increase  of  expenditure  in  all  '  Gentleman.  We  have  to  beg  from  him 
departments,  irrespective  altogether  of '  ^""f  .opP?'"t.""'ty  ^"^^  ^^^  discussion  of 
the  war.  I  remember  last  year  the  '  ^^^^rish  Estimates,  which. of  course,  raise 
emphatic  and  impressive  way  in  which  ,  J"  the  only  effective  form  in  which  it  can 
he  warned  the  House  of  Commons,  that  I  *^  r*'^®^-  ^he  whole  question  of  Irish 
if  expenditure  was  not  curUiled-irre- !  government  and  administration, 
spective  of  the  war  altogether — it  would  '      Will  the  House  consider  what  the  mean- 


be  necessary  to  increase  taxation.  There 
has  been  practically,  as  the  Chancellor 
himself  complained,  no  party  of  economy 
in  this  House.    There  has  been  no  party 


ing  of  this  is  1  Here  vou  are  governing 
Ireland  against  the  will  of  the  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  the  Irish  people.  We  are 
brought    to    this     Imperial     Parliament 


which  took  upon  iUelf  the  duty  of ;  agamst  our  will.  You  by  sheer  force 
endeavouring  to  keep  expenditure  within  !  '"»'*'  "P0°  govemmg  our  country,  and 
reasonable  bounds.  The  First  Lord  of '  y«"  actually  refuse  to  us  the  opportunity 
the  Treasury  has  more  than  once  it  !  °^  adequate  discussion  of  our  own 
passing  this  sessional  Rule  stated  that  government.  For  many  years  past  there 
diwussion  in  Supply  has  never  led  to  the   ^^  ^f  •     f "  T  of  discussion  of 

reduction  of  Votes  Of  course,  that  is  a  the  Estimates  for  some  of  the  most  im- 
sutement  which  is  technic^ly  true  but  ^^^^  ^^  'inrlt:'lS^Z. 
I  believe  that  It  conuins  a  very  false  Th^  ^^^^  j^^^  Constabulary  is  a 
suggestion.  It  is  true  that  when  re-  peculiar  force.  I  do  not  intend  to  make 
ductions  are  moved  the  Government  has  ,  ^  ^^^^^^  ^„  ^j,^  memlMjrs  of  that  force, 
always,  or  nearly  always,  a  majonty.  |  ^ut  I  wish  to  point  out  that  it  is  in  reality 
If  It  failed  to  obtain  a  majority  on  any   ^    ^rmy    of    occupation,    equipped     in 

nAr«i/*«-i1ov*    \/f\fA     fntk   I -r /worn  Tin  on  f.    urAiilH  •!•.  '^0      t  »  -^.i  r%-         .%  !•    • 


particular  Vote  the  Government  would 
fall,  and  the  result  is  that  the  Motions 
for  the  reduction  of  Votes  scarcely  ever 
lead  to  an  actual  reduction  of  the  then 
Estimate  before  the  House.  But  does 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  suggest 
that  the  close  examination  of  the  Esti- 
mates and  the  searching  discussion  of 
Supply  must  not  tend  in  the  direction  of 
economy  rather  than  extravagance  ?  It 
is  perfectly  clear  to  me  that  the  more  you 


military  fashion,  ^ow,  Sir,  the  policine 
of  Ireland  at  this  moment  costs  per  head 
just  double  what  the  policing  of  England^ 
Scotland,  or  Wales  costs.  Obviously  that 
is    a     very    important    Department    of 

fovemment  in  Ireland.  Will  it  be 
elieved  that  for  at  least  five  years  there 
has  not  been  an  opportunity  in  this  House 
of  saying  one  single  wora  on  the  Irish 
police  system  ?  We  have  been  anxious 
to  discuss  the  Police  Estimates  and  to 
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protest  against  the  maintenance  in  Ireland 
of  this  army  of  occupation,  but  under  the 
operation  of  this  Rule  the  Irish  Members 
have  not  had  any  opportunity  for 
criticism  or  discussion.  Let  me  take 
another  great  Department — that  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  In  the  old 
days  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  not  a 
Member  of  the  Cabinet  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  was,  but  now  the  order  is 
reversed ;  and  will  it  be  believed,  that  for 
years  we  have  been  given  no  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  enormous  cost  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
who  is  now  primarily  responsible  for  Irish 
administration  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  the  hon. 
Member  is  aware,  it  is  impossible  to 
discuss  the  question  of  Irishjpolicy  on  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  Vote. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  do  not  agree. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  is  the  representative 
of  the  Irish  Government  in  the  Cabinet,and 
on  the  question  of  the  Vote  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  I  maintain  it  would  be  in 
order  to  discuss  the  question  of  Irish 
administration. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  sure  the 
hon.  Member  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  The  cost  of 
the  government  of  Ireland  is  the  most 
extravagant  in  the  world.  The  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  paid  a  salary  exactly  double 
what  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  paid,  and  the  whole  cost  of  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  depart- 
ment is  excluded  from  discussion  by  the 
operation  of  this  Rule.  In  1897  I  find  the 
Vote  for  the  salaries  of  the  Resident 
Magistrates  was  closured.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Vote  is  to  be  closured  this 
year  or  not.  In  1897  Resident  Ma^strates 
in  Ireland  were  not  engaged  in  as  difficult 
and  responsible  duties  as  they  are  now. 
Now,  the  administration  of  the  whole 
of  the  criminal  law  of  the  country  is 
placed  in  their  hands  They  are  respon- 
sible to  no  one — they  are  removable  at  a 
moment's  notice.  They  are  made  up 
entirely  almost  of  half-pay  officers,  pro- 
moted policemen,  and  a  small  percentage 
of  the  whole  are  gentlemen  who  were 
called  to  the  Bar  and  were  failures  at 
their  profession.  Trial  by  jury  is 
suppressed  by  a  recent  proclamation 
among  a  population  of  one  and  a  half 

Mr.  John  Bedmond. 


millions  of  the  people,  and  is  it  tolerable 
when  this  is  done  that  there  is  to  be  no 
opportunity  given  on  the  Estimates  for 
the  discussion  of  the  money  paid  to  these 
gentlemen,  and  that  we  are  to  be  put  off 
simply  by  the  statment  that  there  is  no 
time,  that  the  two  or  three  or  four  days 
allotted  to  Irish  Estimates  have  been 
exhausted,  and  that  the  closure  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  remaining  Irish  Votes  t 
Similarly,  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
grants  to  Queen's  Colleges,  raising  in  an 
important  way  the  whole  question  of 
University  education.  Nine  of  these 
were  discussed  in  1897.  In  1898  the  Local 
Grovernment  Vote  was  not  discussed. 
The  County  Courts  Vote  was  not 
discussed,  and  the  Chief  Secretary's 
Vote — and  if  the  Leader  of  the  House 
is  right,  as  I  am  not  sure  he  is,  that 
the  administration  of  Ireland  could 
not  be  raised  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
Vote — what  is  to  be  said  for  the  system 
of  Supply  under  which  both  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Vote  and  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary's Vote  were  both  closured  without 
discussion?  Yet  we  find  that  in  1898 
and  last  year  there  was  not  one  single 
hour  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  one  of 
those  Votes  or  the  other.  The  Chief 
Secretary's  Vote  this  year  was  discussed 
in  an  indirect  way.  We  succeeded  in 
getting  it  put  down  first  in  the  Vote  on 
Account,  and  in  that  way  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  having  a  discussion,  but,  so  far 
as  the  ordinary  estimates  are  concerned, 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  this  year — just 
as  last  year  and  the  year  before — the 
money  to  be  devoted  to  the  cost  of  the 
Chief  Secretary's  Department  will  be 
closured,  and  we  will  have  no  opportunity 
for  a  discussion  whatever.  Last  year  the 
Land  Commission  was  not  discussed. 
Does  it  not  reduce  the  whole  Grovernment 
of  Ireland  to  an  absolute  farce  when  you 
find  in  the  same  session  of  Parliament  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  Vote,  the  Constabulary 
Vote,  the  Land  Commission  Vote  all 
closured  without  one  word  of  discussionft 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Is  that  last 
year? 

Mr,  JOHN  REDMOND:  Yes,  last 
year.  I  do  not  know  whether  hon- 
Members  cjuite  realise  what  this  Land 
Commission  is.  The  Land  Commission 
is  engaged  in  the  fixing  of  what  is 
called  fair  rent  in  Ireland.  It  is  in- 
timately concerned  in  a  hundred   ways 
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with  the  very  life  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  people.  There  is  not  a  day  that 
passos  over  my  head  that  I  do  not  receive 
representations  from  one  part  of  Ireland 
or  another  asking  me  when  the  Kstimate. 
for  the  Land  Commission  come  on  to 
call  attention  to  this  or  that  CTievance. 
Yet  the  Land  Commission  Vote  was 
passed  last  year  without  one  single 
moment  of  discussion.  I  put  it  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  does  it  not  reduce 
the  whole  (Government  of  Ireland  to  a 
farce :  and  I  am  anxious  not  to  repeat 
myself,  but  must  emphasise  the  fact  that 
you  have  deprived  us  of  our  own  Parlia- 
ment, which  was  coeval  and  co-onlinate 
with  your  own,  and  that  lasted  as  long 
in  Ireland  as  your  Parliament  lasted  in 
England.  You  took  away  our  Parlia- 
ment hy  force,  and  you  insist  on  govern- 
ing Ireland  from  England;  yet  you 
refuse  an  opportunity  to  the  Irish  re- 
presentatives in  this  House  to  discuss  the 
Estimates  of  one  of  those  great  Depart- 
ments of  Government  that  you  insist  on 
keeping  in  your  own  hands. 

It      may      be      asked,      have      you 
any    remedy    to    propose  1      The  right 
hon.      Gentleman     is     proposing     these 
-Rules    as    a    remedy    for    some   of    the 
evils  which  are  connected  with  the  present 
system  of  doing  business  in  this  House. 
He  has  been  perfectly  candid  in  this,  for  in 
his  speech  in  Manchester  he  admitted  that 
the  new  Rules  could  not  do  much ;  yet 
he  expects  them  to  do  something.     What 
does  he  propose  to  remedy  this  evil  with 
reference  to  Supply  1  Absolutely  nothing. 
He   proposes   to   re-enact,   in   the   shape 
of     a    Standing    Order,    the     j^essional 
Order  which  has  been   in  use  for  the 
last  five  years,  and  under  the  operation 
of    which   all   these   evils    have    taken 
place.     I  do  not  think  suflBcient  attention 
was  paid  to  the  speech  of  the  Leader  of 
the  House  the  last  time  this  Rule  was 
under    discussion.       He     took    it    for 
granted  that  the  session  would  only  be 
six  months,    or  960  hours.     He  stated 
that  out  of  that,  thirty-five  days  would  be 
allotted  to  Supply,  and  he  went  on  to 
say  that  out  of  the  number  of  hours  in 
the  whole  session   thirty-five  days    was 
a  reasonable    time  to   give  to  Supply. 
I     admit    that     thirty-five     days    does 
seem    a     large    proportion  to  give    to 
Supply   out    of    the    time    mentioned. 
But    when   he   gives    thirty -five    days 
to  Supply  he  is  not  able  to  produce  a 


better  state  of  things  than  was  produced 
under  this  Rule  for  the  last  five  years. 
What  justification  is  there  for  turning 
this  Rule  into  a  Standing  Order  at  all  ? 
Under  the  existing  Rule  I  have  pointed 
out  the  number  of  Votes  that  have 
passed  without  discussion  at  all  has  gone 
on  increasing  from  twenty  one  to  ninety- 
six,  and  the  amount  of  money  has 
increased  from  something  like 
£30,000,000  to  £95,000,000  or 
£100,000,000.  If  thirty- five  days  is  a 
large  proportion  out  of  960  hours  in  a 
session  for  Supply,  what  does  it  point 
to  1  Surely  it  points  to  the  impossi- 
bility —  the  absolute  impossibility  -- 
under  existing  conditions,  and  within 
the  limits  of  a  session  of  six  months, 
to  adequately  discuss  the  business 
that  comes  before  this  House.  When 
it  is  seen  that  between  four  and  five 
hundred  millions  of  money  is  passed 
without  discussion  in  five  years,  no  one 
can  pretend  that  the  discussion  of 
Supply  is  proper  or  adequate.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  accused  me  in  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  making 
the  same  speech  again  and  again,  and  I 
answered  him  by  saying  that  I  had 
come  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  make 
one  argument,  and  one  only,  and  that 
is  to  point  out  to  the  House  of  Commons 
that  they  are  engaged  in  an  impossible 
task.  Increase  the  session  from  five  to 
twelve  months,  and  you  will  not  get  rid 
of  the  difficulty.  You  would  not  be 
able  even  then  to  give  adequate  time 
for  the  discussion  of  Supply,  and  provide 
reasonable  time  for  the  discussion  of 
other  matters. 

I  have  never  disguised  that  from    one 
point  of  view  I  have  welcomed  these  new 
Rules.      I  regard  them  as  the  last  dpng 
effort     to     make    the     present     system 
successful.        The       Leader      of       the 
House  himself  has  to  admit  that  these 
new  rules  will  not  remedy  the  evils,  and 
every  man  of  common  sense  who  knows 
the  House,  knows  that  you  cannot  remedy 
the  e\ils  under  which  the  House  is  labour- 
ing.    The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  as 
the  guardian  of  Supply,  this  House  is  a 
lamentable  failure.     But  has  it  not  also 
broken  down  as  a  legislative   machine'? 
According  to   the   Leader  of  the  House 
there    remain    only   out    of    the   whole 
session    276  hours  for  the  discussion  of 
all  the  legislative  business,  and   all   the 
affairs  of  the  Empire. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Legislative 
'business. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  But  legisla 
tive  business  includes  many  things  that 
might  be  held  to  be  included  in  it — for 
instance,  it  includes  the  Budget. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No.  The 
general  argument  of  the  hon.  Member  is 
quite  correct,  but  I  carefully  excluded  the 
Budget  from  that.  What  I  meant  was 
there  were  only  276  hours  for  new  legis- 
lation which  the  country  requires  and  for 
carrying  on  its  work  with  regard  to  home 
affairs  or  colonial  matters  in  which 
legislation  is  required. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  That  is  to 
•ay  that  276  hours  is  all  the  time  that 
this  House  can  afford  to  the  whole  legis- 
lative programme  of  the  Government, 
whether  dealing  with  England,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  Wales,  and  the  Colonies,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  Empire.  Is  not  the 
mere  statement  of  that  an  absolute  con- 
demnation of  the  present  system,  and  an 
absolute  proof  of  the  impossibility  of  the 
present  system  1  It  is  absurd  to  think 
that  the  whole  legislative  programme  of 
the  Empire  can  be  conducted  with  effi- 
ciency in  276  hours ;  and  I  think  it  is  the 
most  conclusive  proof  ever  given  of  the 
absolute  breakdown  of  this  House  as  the 
guardian  of  Supply,  or  as  the  legislative 
machine.  Does  the  Leader  of  the  House 
propose  to  go  on  as  we  are  going  at  the 
present  time,  knowing  that  year  by  year 
the  block  of  business  will  go  on  increasing, 
knowing  that  the  multiplicity  of  duties  in 
which  the  House  is  engaged  will  go 
on  being  infinitely  greater  1  This  par- 
ticular Rule  will  have  the  effect  of  cutting 
us  out  from  any  adequate  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  Government  of  our  own 
country  that  has  been  forcibly  taken 
away  by  this  House ;  and  I  hope  no  effort 
will  now  be  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  curtail  discussion  upon  this 
Rule.  It  is  by  far  the  most  important, 
and  it  would  be  monstrous,  certainly,  if 
any  attempt  were  made  to  scamp  discus- 
sion of  this  resolution,  or  if  adequate 
consideration  were  denied  of  putting  into 
the  form  of  a  Standing  Order  a  sessional 
Order  which  has  been  in  operation  for 
five  years,  and  the  result  of  which  has 
been  the  increase  of  the  general  expendi- 
ture of  the  country,  an  increase  of  the 
number  of  Votes  passed  without  discussion, 


and  which  also  had  the  effect  of  passing 
in  five  years  without  a  word  of  discussion 
£500,000,000  of  public  money. 

♦(9.43.)  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Glou- 
cestershire, Forest  of  Dean)  saia  that 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  there 
were  differences  of  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  the  nature  of  the  devolu- 
tion which  ought  to  be  adopted  by 
the  House,  but  every  Member  on  the 
Opposition  side  would  concur  in  what  was 
saia  by  the  Leader  of  the  Irish  Party. 
Knowing  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be 
met  ana  coped  with,  some  would  so 
further,  some  not  so  far ;  but  all  would 
go  as  far  as  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  done  with  regard  to  the  right  way 
of  dealing  with  them.  This  Rule  was 
undoubtedly  popular,  not  only  with  the 
administration,  but  also  to  a  large 
extent,  with  the  majority  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  was  the  Members  who 
did  not  attend  during  discussion  in 
Supply  who  were  the  main  supporters 
of  the  Resolution.  It  gave  them 
a  day  upon  which  they  could  go  away  and 
leave  the  conduct  of  the  business  to  a 
hundred  Government  Members  and  the 
critics,  who  were  at  liberty  to  vote  for 
or  against  the  Government.  From  the 
first  he  had  verv  much  doubted  the 
wisdom  of  this  Rule,  although  it  no  doubt 
had  many  beneficial  results.  It  enabled 
the  House  to  discuss  great  questions  of 
policy  arising  out  of  the  Colonial, 
Foreign,  and  Post  Office  Votes.  More  such 
questions  had  been  adequately  discussed 
under  this  Rule  than  before,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  it  had  completely  extinguished 
the  opportunities  for  discussion  on  minor 
but  important  Votes,  in  which,  perhaps, 
more  than  in  the  larger  matters,  adminis- 
tration needed  to  be  watched  and  criti- 
cised. The  Colonial  Vote,  for  instance, 
was  one  of  those  which  at  the  present 
time  embraced  one  large  question  which 
took  up  a  good  deal  more  time  than  was 
usually  the  case,  and  as  a  consequence  all 
minor  questions  formally  raised  upon  the 
Vote  were  extinguished.  Before  this  Rule 
came  into  operation,  all  those  matters 
were  discussed,  but  since  it  had  been  in 
existence,  barely  one  had  been  subjected 
to  a  discussion.     The  success  of  the  Rule 

depended  upon  the  way  it  was  worked, 

and  it  had  worked  better  in  the  first  vear 

of  its  existence  than  it  had  ever  worked 

since.        The    old     arrangements     with 
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regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  days  Vote.  That  had  "«t  ,b««°  di«^"«««J  J^^ 
of  Supply  had  bewi  gradually  broken  two  years.  The  whole  PJ-opfrty  .«f  the 
down,ll^d  more  and  more  apparent  be-  country  was  practically  at  the  disposal 
came  the  tendency  to  confine  the  days  of  that  Dei^rtment,  and  not  »  jay  p^ 
allotted  to  Supply  to  the  discussion  of  a  :  but  Irish  Members  ff^'^*^  '«."*"  ^P 
number  of  very  important  Votes  which  const.tuenu  f  >""«  J.7„*«.^""&^^;^  J 
completely  cut  ouffrom  all  discussion  cases  under  the  "«^7p°^^'^^"'*"%^^ 
Vote,  of  minor  interest.  The  evils  of  ^f  !«"«'%'*^/An^O  a^^Tor  the  ui^ 
the  c^d  system  were  great  and  the  e.ils  SU^  P^'^g^^^rmfsS  'tLe'coT 
of  the  new  system,  which  were  also  ^  J^„  ^'l^J^Xd  very  leisurely  in 
obvious  from  the  first,  were  becoming  — ^^j^^  Etaining  that  the  methods 
more  apparent  year  by  year  and  he  was    ^^.^^  ^^  ^^^  ^        ^^^  ■        ^^^^^^^ 

perfectly  convinced    that    unless    -some  Parliament    took    far     more     time 

Fuch  remedy  as  wa.  proposed  was  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^j^  methods;  the  rents  fixed 
adopted  they  would  increase  until  the  |  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  j^^  i„  „„^ber  than 
mjitter  became  a  public  scandal.  r^  ^^^  ^j^^^^  ^^^^^  .  ^ut  no  opportunity 

■  was  afibrde<i  of  discussing  these  things. 
♦(9.50.)  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone. ,  There  was  also  the  question  of  appe^s, 
S. )  said  that  what  had  impressed  him  |  which  really  was  a  public  scandal.  For 
more  than  anything  ebe  was  that  this  two  years  this  Vote  had  not  been  dis- 
House  was  becoming  imbued  with  the  ,  cussed,  and  he  saw  little  prospect  of  the 
gre.t  fact  that  it  was  unable  to  carry  on  i  opportunity  arising  in  the  future, 
its  business  because  it  was  attempting  to  ,  Another  important  Department  was 
oarrya  load  which  it  was  incapable  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  Ihree 
carrying.  As  it  affected  Ireland,  he  years  ago  a  great  measure  of  local  seit- 
»gr«>d  with  the  hon.  Member  for  government  was  passed  for  Ireland. 
Waterford  that  the  operation  of  the  Rule  Happily,  it  had  worked  exce«f.™glyjr«"' 
b  the  past  had  been  very  seri.u.  indeed,  ,  but  there  were  certain  quf^tions  which 
and  that  it  was  likely  to  become  more  not  only  would  bear,  but  demanded  di^ 
serious  in  the  future,  -fherewerethirteen  '  cussion.     When  that  '"^"••«;"»»^^;°« 

contentious  Voteson  the  IriBh^Jimat.     Z''ttl' ^T'S^eT^V^^S^e 
and  out  of  those  thirteen    contentious    ^"^  f:f.,^„^;^a  ^nftincr  in  fhmr 

Vote,  .h.,  «,,o„ly  ."e  •»/■-- <»"   ^™'"a',„S* rirnoff'"fh'."  ^S 
Uat  year      Where  were  they  hkely  to  be   P  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^j  i„  ,l,e 

this  year  ?  Let  the  House  J^st  ^°^;der  Board-room  for  the  Members ;  the  meet- 
where  this  Rule  would  probably  land  .  ^^^^  ^.  .  crowded  Babels,  and  it 
them.  For  weal  or  woe,  nine  Irish  ^  ^^  ^^^^^^  impossible  to  do  business. 
<5ount.e8  and  two  Irish  cities  had  been  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  perhaps  the  weakest  in 
proclaimed  iinder  the  Crimes  Act.  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  Ireland  ;  it  was  constantly 
Questions  connected  with  the  action  of  -^  collision  with  the  local  authorities; 
the  authorities  under  that  proclamation,  fpj^i^jon  existed  all  over  the  country.  It 
the  action  of  the  police,  the  right  of  ^q^ij  ^^y  g^  to  the  Board  itself  if  its 
public  meeting,  the  action  of  th^'  prison  ^^\y\\Q  action  could  be  discussed  in  the 
Authorities,  and  so  on,  were  certain  to  jiou^e,  but  no  opportunity  for  such  dis- 
arise.         If      the      constitution      were    cussion  arose. 

suspended,  and  the  form  of  government  xhen  there  was  public  education — the 
provided  under  the  Crimes  Act  es-  greatest  scandal  of  all.  Practically  a 
tabUshed,  surely  Irish  Members  had  a  ^ew  system  of  primary  education  had 
right  to  demand  that  there  should  be  h^en  set  up,  but  MemlKjrs  had  not  had 
opportunities  for  reviewing  the  methods  a  chance  of  discussing  it.  Twelve 
of  the  Irish  Executive  if  they  thought  months  ago  Dr.  Walsh  resigned  his  seat 
fit  to  do  so.  They  had  always  had  that  on  the  Board ;  no  successor  had  been 
right  in  the  past ;  no  one  in  bygone  days  appointed,  but  there  had  been  no  oppor- 
had  conceded  it  more  freely  than  the  tunity  of  finduig  out  why.  The  position 
present  Leader  of  the  Hou^e ;  and  what  of  teachers  and  the  position  of  the  training 
they  had  done  in  past  day.j  they  had  a  colleges  also  required  consideration.  If 
jixrht  to  do  now  and  in  the  future.  the  House  of  Commons  was  to  legislate 

Then  thare  was  the  Land  Commission    for  Ireland,  it  was  bound  to  give  Insh 
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Members  of  every  party  an  opportunity  of  |  forward  with  absolute  apprehension  to 
fairly  discussing  the  business  of  Ireland.  |  what  would  happen  this  session  or  next 
That  opportunity  was  practically  denied  in  regard  to  Irish  Supply  if  Irish  Mem- 
under  this  Rule.  He  would  probably  bers  were  not  allowed  to  discuss  Irish 
be  told  that  Ireland  was  treated  no  government.  If  at  the  end  of  the 
worse  than  England  or  Scotland  in  the  session  the  Votes  for  all  these  Irish 
matter,  but  that  was  not  the  case.  Not ,  Departments  were  put  in  a  lump  sun> 
a  smgle  year  pa^ed  m  which  the  chief  I  without  discussion,  there  would  be 
Departments  of  Government  m  England  |  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who  ad- 
were  not  disciissed  but  out  of  the  |  ^^cated  Home  Rule  an  irresistible  argu- 
thirteen  great  Departments  m  Ireland  ^^nt  It  was  impossible  to  go  on  with 
only  four  were  discussed  last  year  and  ^he  work  of  the  House  in  its  present 
then    in    a.  most    perfunctory    and    m-  r       " 

adequate  manner.  But  there  was  ^ 
strong  reason  why  Ireland  should  not  be 
placed  even  in  the  same  position  as 
England  or  Scotland.  The  House  might 
shut  its  eyes  to  the  fact,  but  the  feet 
could  not  be  got  rid  of.  England  and 
Scotland    were    governed    by    consent ; 


condition ;  they  were  attempting  an 
impossibility,  and  the  sooner  they  awoke 
to  the  fact  the  better  it  would  be  for 
England  and  for  Ireland. 

(10.6.)     Mr.      DILLON    (Mayo,    E.) 
said  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 


Ireland,  in  the  main,  was  not.  That  I  man  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean 
made  an  enormous  difference,  and  ought  had  only  proved  that  no  one  couW  ao- 
to  constitute  a  reason  for  giving  a  great  curately  forecast  the  effect  of  a  change 
deal  more  attention  to  Irish  affairs  than  i^  the  procedure  of  the  House  until 
they  at  present  received.  j  ^he   change  had  been  in   working  for 

By  the  proposal  before  the  House  they    five  or  six  years.    For  the  first  session 


were  asked  to  turn  a  sessional  Rule  into 
a    Stendinff    Order.      The   only    reason 


or    two    after    the    introduction    of    a 
change,  the  Government  responsible  lor 


iven  for  the  change  was  that  the  Rule  '  it,  and  especially  whUe  it  was  a  sessional 
ad  worked  better  than  the  old  system.  I  Rule,  exercised  an  amount  of  fwbear- 
It  was  not  that  it  worked  well ;  nobody  ,  ance,  toleration,  and  moderation  in  ita 
could  say  that.  The  Rule  had  absolutely  use,  in  order  to  recommend  its  adoption 
broken  down ;  last  year  it  was  neces- 1  to  the  House.  But,  as  he  had  before 
^2.  J^^r^  ■J^^  ^°^  .  comprising  said,  in  considering  new  Rules  of  Pro- 
£80,000,000  without  a  word  of  discus-  cedure,  the  House  should  endeavour  to 
sion.  The  House  would  be  taking  a  very  ,  measure  their  merits  not  by  considering 
senous  step  m  adopting  the  proposal  how  they  would  work  in  the  hand,  of 
tL  LS  L^'^'r  S'  '^*'"^**^  ''^^'^f  *«  indulgent  and  tolerant  Government. 
^If^JZ.  ?>f1  \r*"  ^'^  ^""^"^  but  how^'they  must  be  worked  for  th; 
Tn^  for^.m.     ^  f'T  "'a'I  ''*'"'  '  P"T>o«««  of   «l«°«i°g    Opposition.     The 

r.m  Th.t^hey'^strttr  Hf  Zu  ]  ^flr^^l'T^-^  ''^''  '"^'  'f 
^^«.^^k^*  «  4.;^^  -«u       ^i_  ..  lV    1   '  as  they  would  be  m  an  mcreasmff  de- 

remember  a  time  when  the  creat  block         «  u     4.u  i-    4.  j     ir  •        r     i  • 

;«  G,„.^i«  a:a     ^4.  ^^  5*^**  "tv^iv      j,^  ^     ^jjg  comphcated  affairs  of  this- 

in  bupply  oia  not  occur,  and  when  the  i?      •  u     •       •   Vi 

ir.*;^«r^   «,o^   ^    ^    1      J-  J      t!    enormous      Empire,     would     inevitably 

xiiStimates  were   properly  discussed.     It     ♦     •«,    *.      ^.i.     ^  s.2  4.     ^i_  ^ 

.^00  «r,K,  o;««^  fU    i«r  v*ov.  oac«.     xu   gi^ram    to    the    uttermost     the     power 

was  only  since  the  late  seventies  and  the      •  4.1.        ^  j-a.      i.     •       *^      » 

«o^i,r  ^;ikf;^  f ko«^  *u-    ui    iiTj.  given    them  to   expedite    business    and 

early  eighties  that  this  block  had  ansen.  1    1^  •*•  «.         j    -4.  r 

Why  should  not  the  meaning  of  that  be  i  f.^T  -TT  •  '  fw  1  "%  ^"^"^ 
recognised  t  Why  should  it  not  be  tj-^t  point  of  view  that  the  critics  of 
1.^^%^;^/^  fko*    /ij   4.U-         i.  J  J    ^"^  Government   were    bound   to   con- 

ZT^^li^W  ^A^L"^  P»"«d'3ider  any  departure  from  the  orfinary 
E  t  .  S       ^'f  had^.become  new  t ,  procedure  of  'the  House.     He  had  bee^ 

into  old  bottles]  Why  should  it  not  be  i  outset.  FoV  twenty  years  he  had  taken 
recognised  that  the  House  of  Commons  a  close  interest  in  the  work  of  Supply, 
had  changed,  that  the  democratic  spirit :  and  the  prophecies  he  made  in  1896  that 
had  entered  mto  it,  and  that  it  could  >  the  optimistic  views  then  put  forward  in 
not  be  worked  today  on  the  principles  regard  to  this  Rule  would  be  unfulfilled, 
of  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  %  He  was  and  that  the  Rule  would  work  worse  and 
concerned  only  for  Ireland,  and  he  looked  worse  in  each  succeeding  year,  had  beea 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
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*inply  justified,  and  many  men  who  then 
supported  the  Rule  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  calculated  to  impair, 
if  not  to  destroy,  the  eflBciency  of  the 
House  of  Commons  as  a  check  upon  ex- 
penditure and  an  instrument  for  criticis- 
ing the  action  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment. 

In     1896     the     First    Lord    of     the 
Treasury  said  that  the  sole  object  of  the 
Kule   was  to  afford  more  ample  oppor- 
tunities for   discussing  the   business   of 
Supply,  and  the  attempt   was   made  to 
induce  the  more  innocent  Members  of  the 
House  to  imagine  that  the  Government 
were  making  some  concession  in  return 
for  the  taking  of  Fridays  from  private 
Members.     That  was  an  absolute  mistake. 
Priyjftte  Members  obtained  really  nothing 
as  a  quid  pro  quo.     From  time  immemorial 
Fridays,  in  addition  to  Tuesdays,  had  been 
private  Members'  nights.     Down  to  about 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  on  every  Friday 
a  Motion  was  nuule  at  the  commencement 
of  public  business  that  at  its  rising  the 
House  should  adjourn  until  the  Monday 
following.     On  that  Motion  any  subject 
under  the  sun  could  be  discussed,  and  it 
was  a  privilege  which  could  not  be  taken 
away  even  when   the   Government  took 
the  time  of  the  House.     That  was  one  of 
the  reasons  so  few  Questions  were  asked 
in   those  days.      Members    would   wait 
until  Friday  to  press  a  Minister  for  in- 
formation, and  then,  if  information  was 
refused,  a  Motion  could  be  moved  and  the 
question     adequately    discussed.       That 
privilege  was  so  largely  availed  of,  that 
frequently  business  did    not   commence 
until  eight,  nine,  ten,  or  even  eleven  o'clock. 
That    privilege   was    taken    away   from 
private  Members  on  the  express  condition, 
understanding,  and  bargain  that  Supply 
should  be  put  down  as  first  Order  on 
Friday  in  order  to  give   Members    an 
opportunity  of  moving  Motions  against 
the  Question    "That    Mr.    Speaker   do 
now     leave    the   Chair."     A    suggestion 
was    made    by    the    right     hon.     Gen- 
tleman   the    Member    for    West    Mon- 
mouthshire about  the  year  1894  that  there 
should  be  one  day  every  week  devoted  to 
the  business  of  Supply.     An  attempt  wi^s 
now  being  made  to  father  this  rule  upon 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  because  of  that 
suggestion.       He    did    not    believe   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  ever  have 
supported    a    proposal    that    the    devo- 
tion of  one  day  every  week  to  Supply 


should  be  supplemented  by  this  auto- 
matic closure  at  the  end  of  the  session. 
The  really  vicious  element  in  this  Rule 
was  its  want  of  elasticity  and  the  applica- 
tion for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Parliament  of  the  automatic  closure  to 
the  business  of  Supply.  He  prophesied 
in  1896  that  if  this  Rule  were  passed  it 
would  be  followed  by  a  great  and  rapid 
increase  in  the  expenditure  of  the  country^ 
and  at  that  time  he  was  laughed  at  for 
making  such  a  prediction. 

The  figures  were  so  remarkable  that  he 
would  ask  hon.  Members  to  listen  to  them. 
In  1880  the  net  expenditure  for  Great 
Britain,  excluding  the  grants  to  the  Local 
Taxation  Fund,  amounted  to  £71,648,000. 
In  the  year  1895-6  the  amount  was- 
£85,700,000.  In  other  words,  in  fifteen 
years  the  total  increase  in  the  net  expendi- 
ture amounted  to  £14,000,000,  or  a  little 
under  an  increase  of  £1,000,000  per 
annum.  In  the  year  1896  this  closure 
Rule  was  first  introduced.  In  the  year 
1895-6,  as  he  had  already  stated,  the  net 
expenditure  was  £85,700,000,  and  in 
1899-1900,  the  year  preceding  the 
war,  the  total  net  expenditure  was 
£114,600,000,  an  increase  in  four  years 
of  £29,000,000,  or  an  average  increase  of 
£7,000,000  per  year  since  the  Rule  came 
into  operation.  This  increase  came  on 
the  top  of  an  average  increase  for 
the  previous  fifteen  years  of  nearly 
£1,000,000  per  annum.  Was  it  not  a 
remarkable  fact  that  hon.  Members  who 
opposed  the  Rule  in  1896  prophesied  that 
this  Rule  would  come  to  pass  ?  It  might 
be  said  that  there  was  no  connection 
between  this  increase  and  the  closure  Rule,, 
but  if  all  the  causes  of  this  enormous  in- 
crease were  investigated  they  could  not 
shut  out  altogether  the  operation  of  this 
Rule. 

What  sudden  change  had  occurred  in 
the  condition  of  the  world  to  justify  this 
phenomenal  and  revolutionary  jump  in 
the  expenses  of  this  country  ?  They 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  condition  of 
Europe,  but  he  defied  any  hon.  Member 
to  point  to  any  striking  event  which 
occurred  about  the  year  1895  or  189G 
which  would  explain  why  the  expenditure 
of  this  country  had  increased  by 
£6,000,000  per  annum.  When  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  proposed  new 
taxes,  and  appealed  to  all  sides  of  the 
House  to  support  him  in  the  economy 
which  he  preached  and  did  not  prac- 
tice, it  was  absurd  for  the  right  hon^ 
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Gentleman  to  groan  and  lament  and  fill 
the  country  with  his  wails  over  new 
expenditure  when  the  Grovernment 
delilierately  set  themselves  the  task  of 
cutting  away  those  safeguards  against 
extravagance  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  experience  and  wisdom  of  genera- 
tions. Everybody  who  had  followed  with 
attention  the  recent  discussions  in 
Supply,  which  took  place  so  constantly 
not  only  inside  but  outside  this  House  in 
regard  to  the  expenditure  on  the  Army 
and 


discussed  in  this  House  for  weeks  and 
months.  In  the  case  of  great  Bills,  the 
judgment  of  the  House  was  asked  for 
in  a  particular  case,  and  on  the  merits  of 
that  particular  case,  and  the  closure  was 
not  applied  until  discussion  had  gone  on 
perhaps  for  several  weeks. 

Under  this  Rule  they  were  asked  to 
vote  the  automatic  closure  upon  what  he 
considered  to  be  the  greatest  business  of 
Parliament.  They  were  asked  now  to 
pass  the  Rule  for  the  granting  of  large 


Nayy,  would  agree  with  him  that    ««•»«  "^  money  mthout  reference  at  aU  to 
r.^r.     c  4.i  X  1  :   i.      r  .„    the  question  whether  It  had  been 

one  o£^  the  great  compkmts  of  experts  |  ^J^^^  ^^  ^^^     ^n  attempt  was  made 


properly 

and  advocates  of  such  expenditiire  was  , ,  ^^^  j,.^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Treasury  to 
that  Ministers  m  the  past  had  felt  com-  ^(^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^  difference  in 
palled  to  put  down  their  Estimates  for  '^^  •  j^  ^^^^^^^  l^i^^h^  ^1^3^  ^ 
fear  of  the  criticism  in  Committee  of  g^Hg  ^^^  applying  it  to  Supply.  He 
Supply.  He  regretted  that  that  fear  |  ^^^^  ^ot  see  any  difference  in  principle 
had  grown  less  and  less,  and  it  had  now  |  between  a  Standing  Order  applying  the 
almost  entirely  vanished.  The  experts  automatic  closure  to  all  legislation  just 
and  advocates  of  expenditure  were  no  '  before  the  end  of  the  session  and  its 
longer  afraid  of  the  Committee  of  |  application  to  Supply.  He  could  give 
Supply,  because  they  knew  that  the  three  or  four  reasons  why  the  closure 
closure  would  prevent  those  criticisms  i  was  more  objectionable  to  Supply  than  to 
which  Ministers  were  afraid  of.  That  legislation.  When  it  was  applied  to 
was  the  reason  why  he  claimed  that  the  Supply  it  was  more  opposed  to  the  old 
operation  of  this  Rule  was  a  large  element  traditions  of  Parliament.  Automatic 
in  causing  the  enormous  and  outrageous  !  closure  was  introduced  in  the  year  1 896, 
increase  in  the  expenditure  of  this  country  whereas  the  closure  apnlied  to  Bills  had 
which  was  annually  wept  over  by  the  been  in  existence  for  over  ten  years. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  business  of  Supply  was  at  least  as 

The  Committee  of  Supply  used  to  be  important  as  legislation.  Supply  was  the 
the  right  arm  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  only  means  by  which  the  action  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  it  used  to  be  the  means  Executive  Government  could  be  made 
by  which  he  was  enabled  to  resist  the  responsible  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
•experts  of  the  great  fighting  Departments  That  was  the  great  function  which  dis- 
of  this  country  which  were  always  press-  tinguished  the  House  of  Commons  from 
ing  for  increased  expenditure.  The  more  other  Assemblies — the  power  of  controlling 
money  they  allowed  to  those  great ,  the  Executive  Grovernment  from  day  to 
Departments,  the  more  they  developed  the  >  day.  The  Committer  of  Supply  was  the 
pressure  for  greater  Votes.  In  this  way  only  place  where  those  who  were  in  favour 
the  automatic  closure  Rule  had  operated  of  economy  could  endeavour  to  safeguard 
a.«  an  immense  incentive  to  extravagance,  the  taxpayers.  The  work  of  Supply  was 
What  was  the  use  of  hon.  Members  the  only  work  of  the  House  of  Commons 
coming  down  to  the  House  to  worship  at '  which  could  not  be  reviewed  and  altered 
the  shrine  of  economy  when  Rules  like  in  another  place.  What  would  be  said 
this  were  in  force  for  promoting  extra-  to  a  Minister — perhaps  the  occasion  would 
vagance  7  If  they  adopted  this  Rule,  they  arise — who  came  forwai-d  with  a  Standing 
must  be  prepared  for  increased  taxation.  Order  to  the  effect  that  on  a  certain  day 
The  great  fault  of  the  Rule  which  they  in  August  all  the  legislation  pending  in 
were  now  being  asked  to  make  a  Standing  '  the  House  should  be  passed  without  dis- 
order was  the  application  of  automatic  cussion.  He  defied  any  Member  making  a 
closure  to  Supply.  Hon.  Members  would  good  case  for  the  closure  of  Supply  to 
remember  the  protest  made  by  the  Leader  make  a  good  case  against  the  automatic 
of  the  Tory  Party  against  the  closure  closure  of  Bills  clause  for  clause.  The 
when  it  was  first  introduced,  and  there  i  First  Lord  said  in  1896,  when  introducing 
was  a  still  more  violent  protest  made  this  Rule  for  the  first  time,  that  when  a 
against  the  automatic  closure  which  was    Bill  was  passed  a  permanent  alteration  was 

Mr.  Dillm. 
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made  in  the  laws  of  the  country  ;  but  enough ;  and  the  same  thing  was  true 

Supplj  being  annual  expenditure,  what  of  the  Home    Office   and  the    Foreign 

Parliament   had   done  in   1895  it  could  ,  Office.     It  was  idle  to  say  that  at  the 

undo     in     1896.        He    (Mr.      Dillon)  I  beginning  of  a  session  they  could  measure 

disagreed  with  that.     Were  they  to  be  out  so  many  hours  to  one  Office,  and  so 

told   that  the  action  of  the  Executive  many  to  another  Office,  without  any  real 

Government  was  so  light  and  trifling  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Departments, 

iu  consequence  when  a  slight  difference  What  they  wanted  was  a  fairly  elastic 

might  have  prevented  the  South  African  system,  which  would  give  interest  and 

war  t    He  should  like  to  know  when  we  ,  reality  to  the  debates,  and  not  destroy 

could    undo    the    effecU  of    the   South  i  ^he  interest  of  a  Minister  in  giving  satis- 

Af ncan  war,  and  a  very  little  might  have  faction  to  his  critics.    In  the  old  days  a 

altered   the  course  of  those  tremendous  Minister  really  exerted  himself  to  meet 

events      For  a  long  time  it   was  very  objections  and  criticisms  and  to  carry 

doubtfid   whether  we  should   have   any  j^jg  Vote  through,  but  at  prient  Minis- 

war  in  South  Africa  or  not.  Generations  ^^  j^^  ^^  ^^^^^  whatever  for  taking 
would  pass  before  the  effects  which  had  ;  ^^^^y^     ^-^^^     ^^eir     Estimates 

flowed  from  the  action  of  the  Executive  vf/  n^^^fr.^-  -r««  ^a  ^..^  ««  «„fk^^>« 

Government  in  the  Spring  of  1899  could  ^*'-  Co^-^^^y  T%«»  f"^^^  authonty 

be  undone.     There  Zs  no  reality  in  the  °«  Procedure  m  Suppfy  as  ever  sat  ,n 

distinction  which  the  right  hon    Gentle-  *'"'  ^"Tk     ^''i      !  T^   ^  ^^      ^ 

man  hod  made.   The  f^t  was  that  the  f"Pf "  ^^^  ^"^X  '^  ^/"^i  ^J^V  •*«  «f' ^ 

actions  of  the  Executive,  having  regard  to  '^»'  expenence  showed  that  it  tended 

the  results  which  frequently  flowed  from  ^.  ?'"«*"<'«  T'"*   °««''8«'^*  discussion 

them,    were  frequently  much  more  far-  ^^^ra  need  not  trouble  at  all.  and 

reaching  in  their  consequences  than  any  Members   would    probably    admit    that 

legislation    pUiced     upon    the    Statute-  ''>«y    !»»<*    '<»t    zeal  and    pleasure    m 

book.      He    thought  it  was  more  true  worrying  them.    The  offer,  he  continued, 

to  say  that  they  could  undo  legislation  »*   the  Krst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  of 

more    easily   than    the    resulu    which  *  Committee  in  which  the  Opposition 

•ometimes  dowed  from  the  action  of  the  ^o"!**   be   in   a   majority,    was  a   self- 

Executive.  sacrificing  offer,  but  was  an  illustration 

This    Rule    had    worked    very^badly  ''^^^'^e  business  of    Supply  no  longer 

Everyone      admitted     that.       Suggei-  ^^^^"^     Mifaisters.      That     was     Mr. 

tions   had   been    made    from    time    to  Courtney  s     opimon.     and       he      was 

time  as  to  some  plan  by  which  the  evils  a>8olutely   right.     It    was  an  explana- 

which   had  grown    up  might  be  dealt  ^wn  of  what  had  taken  place  since  the 

with.    There  was  the  sugg«tion  of  the  ,^ul«  came    into  force.      The  fact    was 

First  Lord  that  a  Committee  should  be  that  under  the  Rule  discussion  of  buppy 

appointed,  having  power  to  allocate  the  had  become  a  farce  and  they  were  only 

time  to  the  Votesaidtheorder  in  which  at  the  begmnmg  of  that     «  the  Rule 

they  should  be  taken.  He  opposed  that  ^*f^*«  .^  '"'t^'^i-  *?''  '°°''**  IT^"^ 
proposal  because  he  believed  it  would  ,  ^,  *•*«.*!'?«  ^^«°  ^^°t*«"  .7°"ll^F«»t 
U  absolutely  unworkable.  It  was  an  !  *"  cnticism  in  Supply  with  absolute 
attempt  by  the  Government  to  shuffle  fntempt  Supply  in  future  would  not 
the  responsibility  off  their  own  shoulders.  ^  g*"^  through  by  argument,  explana- 
but  it  would  break  down.  The  real  t'on.  or  defence,  but  by  force  and  auto- 
♦ssence  of  a  good  system  of  discussion  '"*»"'  ,<^~»"-  ^^hy  should  Ministers 
in  this  House  was  that  it  should  be  to  '.  ^^""^  ^^f.  'i°""'  *°  f  ^"P  »'^o™ation. 
•ome  extent  elastic.    It  was  absolutely  ■  ^''f  "^  .*^y  "!«*   ^«  ^?"1^    ^   1° 

preposterous  to  suggest  that  the  whole  "?*'t*'  "      1  '^h  T  tI".    """     u* 

time  should  be  mwsured  out,  a  certain  °'<^''  struck    twelve  ?    That    was    the 

proportion   of  the   time   being  given  to  rfason  why  .Ministers  were  so  fond  of 

pariicukr  Votes.    He  rememl^red  when  the  Rule,  and  that  was  the  reason  why 

•n    hour    was    long   enough    for    the  "  '^l  operation  it  had  unquestionably 

Coknial  Office  Vote,  but  ri^ce  the  wide-  »°^  _,»«    *  powerful    stimulus   to   in- 

spread  activity  of  the  present  occupant  creased   expenditure.      He    would    not 

of   that  office,  the   general   feeling   was  allude  to   the  effect    of    the    Rule  on 

that  two  or  three  days  would  be  Httle  Ireland,  because  that  had  been  eloquently 
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dealt  with  by  hia  hon.  friend  the  Member  ,  Supply.  Is  there  a  single  Irish  Member, 
for  South  Tyrone.  But  he  believed  '  including  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  has 
that  no  more  revolutionary  change  had  ever  suggested  that  a  less  amount  should 
yet  been  made  as  regarded  the  rights  be  spent  on  the  Irish  Estimates.  %  [Mr. 
of  Members,  and  no  greater  blow  had  LOUGU,  Yes,  on  the  Constabulary  Vote  1 
ever  been  struck  at  economy  than  the  Yes,  reductions  have  been  moved 
proposal  of  the  Government.  He  cared  ,  to  the  Constabulary  Vote,  but  were 
very  little  for  the  orations  of  the  Chan- 1  they  for  the  purposes  of  economy  % 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  other  I  do  not  think  that  any  Irish  Member 
Members  in  favour  of  economy,  when  has  any  desire  that  the  sum  paid 
the  great  safeguards  of  economy  were  by  the  Saxon  taxpayer  for  the  Irish 
swept  aside  recklessly  in  order  to  clear  Estimates  should  be  reduced.  The 
the  path  for  the  great  spending  Depart- 1  smallest  consideration  of  the  matter 
ments.  For  that  reason  he  was  more  quite  conclusively  proves  that  it  has  not 
bitterly  opposed  to  the  Rule  after  five  been  due  to  any  change  in  our  system 
years  experience  of  it  than  he  was  when  of  taking  Supply  that  the&timstee  hare 
it  was  first  introduced,  and  he  ventured  increased.  Some  of  these  increases  have 
to  prophesy  that  some  day  or  other —  been  due  to  alterations  in  the  law,  such 
he  did  not  know  whether  he  would  not  as  the  aid  of  voluntary  schools,  relief  to 
be  in  the  House  to  see  it — ^the  Rule  the  ratepayers,  and  so  forth.  That  is 
would  be  used  by  a  Radical  Government  one  great  branch.  The  other  great 
to  apply  automatic  closure  to  Bills,  and  .  branch  includes  Navy  and  Army  ex- 
the  Tories  would  then  not  be  quite  as  penditure ;  and,  as  the  right  hon. 
happy  over  it  as  they  were  at  present.       '  Baronet  told  us  earlier  in  the  debate,  the 

I  Navy  and  Army  Estimates  have  not 
(10.52.)  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  I  ?"•?  ^^  as  much  time  given  to  them  as 
know  whether  the  House  will  permit  me  I  ^?  *°''™®'"  *^*y?'  ^"*  }  **""''  '*  **".  " 
to  say  a  few  words  on  this  Amendment,  on  ^ ''T"  ^^  statw^^s  that  even  more  time 
which  I  think  I  have  already  said  some-  '?'"  *^^°  devoted  to  their  discussion.  I 
thing  at  an  eariier  stage.  I  recognise  '  ^"^  "*'':  «*7  ?*  *«  T*"  *°  '^S^^'O""  P°^*  ^ 
that  this  may  be  regarded  as  a  central    make  m  debate,  but  no  one  acquainted 

position  as  to  the  number  of  days  to  be  )!;'**»  *•*«  °»?^*'°.<*  V  ""^'"^  **'*'  House  of 
given  to  Supply,  and  I  triist  when  we  /^°™™o°l  "^^^f.  >*^'' *'?"°?"„ ''°"'**  ^"^^ 
have  dealt  with  this  Amendment  that  suggest  that  discussion  in  Supply  or  the 
we  wiU  proceed  rather  more  rapidly  "mitation  of  that  discussion,  has  the 
with  the  main  portion  of  the  Rule,  which,  i  smallest  connection  with  the  growth  of 
in  all  its  principal  parts,  has  been  in-  expenditure.  If  it  is  any  consolation  to 
troduced  session  after  session  since  '  "^^^  K°°-  Gentleman.  I  may  state  that  I 
1896.  I  differ  from  almost  every  pro  am  informed-I  have  not  personaUy 
position  which  has  been  laid  down  by  verified  the  facts-that  in  1894,  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  re- ,  ^T*?  ****  ^^  complete  year  before  the 
sumed  his  seat.  The  hon.  Gentleman  '  ^"''^  /*™^  „  '"^^  operation,  in  the 
says  that  since  this  Rule  was  introduced,  I  i'}^®^,'**^'  following  the  5th  of  August, 
expenditure  has  greatly  increased,  and  ,  llSjVotes,  involving  twenty-five  milhons 
he  infers  from  that  that,  because  this  Rule  '  ^  "*'"?'  ^f  ^^  disposed  of  by  the 
was  introduced,  the  consequences  which  JJo"««  "t.  Commons.  [Sir  Charub 
he  deplores,  and  which,  in  a  measure.  P'^^.'^  =  There  was  an  opportunity  given 
we  all  deplore,  have  come  upon  us.  Is  f?""  d'scussion.l  ies.  if  the  right  hon. 
there  a  single  hon.  Member  stTyoung  in  ?*""»«*  «*"«  five  o  clock  in  the  morn- 
his  experience  of  the  House,  so  blind  in  '"«  ^*°  opportunity  for  discussion,  no 
his  perception,  as  to  believe  that  discus-  '^''"^*  there  was.  It  is  perfectly  well 
sions  in  Supply,  either  under  this  Rule  or  "n<lerstood  t^hat  there  are  two  fonns  of 
before  it  came  into  operation,  have  anv  closure  by  which  Supply  is  got  Before 
serious  effect  on  the  total  amount  of  the  ^^f  Ru'e  came  into  operation  there  was 
Estimates  7  The  hon.  Gentleman  as-  *  ^°^^  "^^  cXoayir^,  not  less  effective  not 
sociated  himself  with  the  hon.  Member  'e'<s  destructive  of  discussion,  but  which 
for  South  Tyrone  in  lamenting  the  had  also  the  effect  of  destroying  the 
small  amount  of  time  given  to  Irish  comfort  and  even  the  health  of  Members  ; 
Mr.  IHllon. 
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and  in  no  sense,  I  venture  to  say,  did  it 
lead  to  a  proper  debate  on  the  Estimates 
or  to  the  dignity  of  the  House.  A 
special  complaint  has  been  made — I 
mention  it  now  because  it  may  perhaps 
save  us  from  debate  on  a  later  Amend- 
ment— of  the  amount  of  time  given  to 
Irish  Supply.  The  average  has  been 
three  or  four  days,  more  often  four  days, 
and  it  is  asserted  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  that  last  year  the  Local 
Government  Board  required  to  be  dis- 
cussed, and  yet  no  opportunity  for 
discussing  it  arose.  [Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  : 
I  said  it  was  discussed  on  the  last  day.] 
I  would  remind  my  hon.  friend  that  it 
was  discussed  on  an  earlier  day — not 
indeed,  in  Committee  of  Supply,  but  on 
the  Consolidation  Bill,  I  think  in  March. 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  consider  the 
amount  of  time  available  in  this  House, 
and  the  manifold  calls  upon  it,  I  think  he 
will  admit  that  two  days  to  discuss  the 
Irish  Local  Government  Board  is  as  much 
as  this  House  can  afford. 

The  Leader  of  the  Irish  Party  made 
a  speech  earlier  in  the  evening  in 
whicn  he  expressed  agreement  with 
the  general  position  I  have  taken 
up  with  regard  to  the  distribution 
of  the  time  of  the  House,  and  drew  from 
it  a  conclusion,  which  certainly  will  not 
be  accepted  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
that  Home  Rule,  and  nothing  but  Home 
Rule,  or  devolution  in  some  form  in- 
distinguishable from  Home  Rule,  was  the 
only  remedy.  I  will  not  argue  that  point 
now,  and  I  will  only  say  that  if,  and 
until,  this  devolution  takes  place,  the 
present  system  of  arranging  the 
distribution  of  Supply  is  the  only 
effective  one.  I  would  remind  Irish 
Members  that  it  rests  with  themselves  as 
to  how  the  three  or  four  days,  as  the 
case  may  be,  given  to  Irish  Supply  should 
be  distributed.  I  do  not  think  that  they 
will  deny  that  if  they  had  been  anxious  to 
compress  their  critici8nis  of  the  Irish 
Executive  into  three  days  it  would  be  in 
their  power  to  do  so.  A  great  deal  of 
abuse  can  be  crammed  into  three  days. 
I  really  do  think  that  if  they  devoted  them- 
eelvee  to  the  task,  no  single  Irish  official, 
from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  down  to  the 
humblest  constable  in  any  county  in  Ireland 
need  escape  their  all-searching  criticism 
had  they  desired  to  make  the  most  of 
their  opportunilies.  Now  let  me  come 
to  a  remark  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


opposite.    I  stated  what  I  thought  was 
universally  admitted— that  discussion  in 
Supply,  though  it  may  occasionally  tend 
to  extravagance,  has  never  yet  during 
the  last  generation  tended  to  economy. 
Then,   says  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
what  is  the  use  of  it  7    The  use  of  it  is 
to  criticise,  constantly  to  criticise,  and  to 
keep  under  the  constant  and  incessant 
criticism  of  the  House  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Government.    That  this  has 
been   effectively  done    under   the    new 
Rules  of  Supply,  as  regards  the  larger 
votes,   has,    I  think,  been  admitted  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the    Forest    of    Dean.      [Sir   Charles 
DiLKE:      As      regards     the     principal 
questions  raised  on  larger  Votes]    Quite 
80.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  admits, 
so  far  as  large  issues  are  concerned,  that 
the  result  has  been  that  the  Executive  of 
the  day   is  taken   to  task  at   a   more 
convenient    period  of    the    session.      I 
agree  with  him  that  there  are  a  certain 
number    of    the    smaller   Votes   which 
escape  discussion,  and  that  the  smaller 
questions  on  the  bigger  Votes  also  escape 
discussion;  but  I  think  the  result  will 
be  mitigated  by  the  new  Rules   in  this 
respect,   that   there  will  be  two  sittings 
in    each    day     instead    of    one.      The 
difficulty  of  arranging  Supply  under  the 
old  Friday  Rule  was  that  if  a  Vote  were 
begun    at   six  or  seven   o'clock  in   the 
evening  it  might  drag  on,  though  it  ceased 
to  be  of  interest  or  utility  to  the  House, 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  questions  which 
might  have  been  discussed  in  its  place. 
There  are  many  things    for   which    the 
Government  are  supposed  to  be  responsible. 
One  is  that  the  Minister  in  charge  in  the 
House  has  not  been  sufficiently  seductive 
in  manner  and  has  not  been  able  to  act 
the  part  of  Orpheus  with  his  lute.     I  hope 
the   present   Front  Bench  are  not  more 
wanting    in    good    manners    than    their 
predecessors,   but   even  the  most    pains- 
taking and  sympathetic  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury    cannot     induce    certain     hon. 
Members  to  agree  with  him. 

Another  charge  brought  against  the 
Government  is  that  they  do  not  closure 
often  enough,  but  when  we  do  use  the 
closure  we  are  very  often  greatly  abused. 
By  moving  the  closure  in  Supply  we  should 
expend  perhaps  half  an  hour  or  twenty- 
five  minutes  upon  two  divisions,  and  we 
should  very  likely  irritate  some  irritable 
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susceptibilities  of  hon.  Members,  and 
probably  the  House  would  not  get  anv 
quicker  to  the  discussion  of  those  small 
matters  which  hon.  Gentlemen  desire  to 
discuss  than  if  you  had  waited  until  mere 
fatigue  brought  oratory  on  that  particular 
question  to  an  end.  I  hope  that  there  will 
be  some  remedy  applied  to  this  by  the 
system  of  devolution  which  has  been 
proposed.  Probably  then  smaller 
questions  will  have  a  better  chance  than 
under  the  old  system.  I  have  never 
claimed  for  these  Kules  more  than  they 
can  accomplish.  I  have  never  pretended 
that  they  will  hasten  business  or  will 
enable  670  Gentlemen  to  discuss  in  detail 
every  Estimate.  No  scheme  can  possibly 
accomplish  it,  unless  we  mean  to  devote 
twelve  months  to  the  operation.  It  all 
comes  back  to  the  simple,  fundamental 
arithmetical  problem  which  I  have  already 
propounded  to  the  House,  and  to  which 
no  reply  has  been  given,  as  to  the  number 
of  hours  we  can  devote  to  legislation. 

As  I  have  pointed  out  before,  at  the 
present  time  you  only  give  276  hours 
in  a  session  of  120  days  terminating  at 
12  o'clock  at  night  to  legislation,  out  of 
a  session  of  960  hours.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  too  big  a  proportion — in  fact,  in 
my  view,  I  think  it  is  too  small.  In  the 
present  session  it  is  quite  evident  that 
nobody  can  say  the  legislative  programme 
of  the  Government  is  an  inflated  or 
unduly  ambitious  one,  but  it  is  already 
perfectly  evident  that  we  shall  have  to 
have  an  Autumn  session.  [Opposition 
cries  of  "  Hear,  hear ! ''  and  **  Oh,  oh  !  **] 
Everybody  knows  that.  We  shall  have 
to  have  an  Autumn  session  and  also  sit 
more  than  six  months  this  year.  I  think 
it  is  perfectly  preposterous  for  us  to 
devote  more  than  twenty-six  days  to  the 
criticism  of  business  in  Committee  of 
Supply.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I 
beg  the  House  most  earnestly  not  to 
give  up  a  Rule  which  I  am  convinced 
conduces  not  merely  to  the  dignity  of 
the  House,  but  to  the  convenience  of 
discussion  and  to  the  certainty  of  debate 
at  times  most  convenient  to  Members. 
I  beg  the  House  not  to  recur  to  the  old 
barbarous  system  under  which  Supply 
came  on  at  the  most  inconvenient  period 
of  the  year  and  most  inconvenient  hours 
of  the  day,  and  was  concluded,  not 
because  the  subjects  were  exhausted, 
but    because  hon.   Members  who   took 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


part  in  those  debates  had  reached  the  limit 
of  endurance.  That  is  neither  a  rational 
nor  a  humane  principle,  and  I  trust  the 
House  will  never  revert  to  it. 

(11.12.)Mr.  BRYCEsaid  that,  although 
he  had  been  almost  struck  dumb  by  the 
announcement  in  April  of  an  Autumn 
session  after  an  arduous  session  begun 
in  the  month  of  January,  he  wished  to 
add  a  few  remarks  on  a  question  which 
he  admitted  to  be  one  of  great  difficulty. 
He  would  try  to  inform  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  why  this  system  which  was 
now  proposed  was  not  satisfactory.  He 
agreed  that  the  old  system  was  bad,  and 
it  was  perfectly  true  that  at  present  the 
discussion  of  the  Estimates  did  not 
conduce  to  economy.  There  was  » 
time  when  those  discussions  did  conduce 
to  economy,  and  it  was  not  so  long  ago 
as  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
appeared  to  suppose.  They  all  desired 
that  the  discussion  of  the  Estimates 
should  tend  to  economy,  and  they  would 
all  be  glad  to  see  a  system  adopted 
under  which  the  advocates  of  economv 
would  have  a  better  chance.  The  oppor- 
tunities they  desired  were  withdrawn 
when  discussion  was  separated  from  the 
particular  Vote.  General  discussions 
were  neither  satisfactory  as  discussions 
on  economy  or  on  policy.  When  this 
system  was  introduced  six  years  ago 
it  bi ought  in  the  automatic  closure 
as  the  ultima  ratio,  but  the  idea  was 
that  the  Estimates  should  be  voted 
after  discussion.  They  all  realised  what 
the  expenditure  of  the  country  was,  and 
how  much  more  valuable  their  discussions 
were,  if,  after  discussing  an  Estimate,  they 
afterwards  proceeded  to  vote  upon  it. 

His  .second  point  was  that,  although 
discussions  in  Supply  had  ceased  to  con- 
duce to  economy,  and  had  become  din- 
cussions  simply  upon  policy,  they  were 
unsatisfactory  even  in  that  respect.  It 
was  quite  true  that  the  largest  issues  in 
connection  with  the  Army  and  Navy,. 
the  Colonial  Office  and  the  Foreign  Office, 
were  discussed  in  Committee  of  Supply. 
If  they  had  a  very  large  question  like 
British  policy  in  China  or  South  Africa 
or  Venezuela  without  difficulty,  they  could 
readily  secure  discussion  upon  those  ques- 
tions. There  were,  however,  many  ques- 
tions of  secondary  importance,  such  as 
those  which  occurred  in  the  Civil  Sendee 
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Estimates.     It  constantly  happened  that,  were  somewhat  different,  but  the  fiuancial 
in  Committee  on  the  Civil  Service  Esti-  centre  of  gravity  had  not  shifted,  and 
mates,   a   small    grievance   occupied   the  finance  was  still  one  of  the  most  impor- 
House  for  a  whole  night,  to  the  exclusion  ant   duties  for  which  the  House    was 
of  a  far   more    important    subject,   the  constituted.    He  thought  the  House  was 
Minister    not     unMrilling    that    a    more  in  great  danger  of  forgetting  that  t he- 
troublesome  question  should  be  deferred,  country  looked  to  it  to  guard  finance,  to 
to  be  possibly  disposed  of  in  the  final  gee  that  money  was   applied  to  proper 
closure.      Discussions    were   not  always  objects,    and  that  expenditure  was  not 
hostile    towards  a   Minister,   and    there  suffered     to    grow    extravagant.       His 
were  nmny  oc^ions  on  which  they  were  complaint  against  this  Rule  was  that  it 
extremely  useful  as  affordmg  the  oppor-  8^^^^^  ^^  recognise  as  permanent  and 
tunity    for    explammg    a    policy    and  necessary  the  evil  of  extravagance  and  of 
strenKthemng  the  action  of  a  Department,  insufficient  scrutiny  which   had  grown 
He  supposed  that  there  was  hardly  any-  ^^  ,^^^            ^^j  ^^.^j^  l^^  deprived 
bodLv  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  a  De-  reformers  of    the   opportunities   which- 
par^ment  in  this  country  who  had  not  felt  they  ought  to  enjoy.     In  those  discussions 
that  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  some  reform  *i    "^      Tj      -^i.            *             j 
or  other  he  would  very  much  have  liked  ^^  ''''^-  "^^^  ^T      ?^^d7^.^°^ 
to  have  had  a  discussion  in  the  House.  ^^   pessimism   m   the  mind  and   m  the 
Everv  now  and  then  it  happened  that  a  ^'^^'1^^  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
Miniiter  was  obliged  to    put   pressure  which  was  often  found  m  company  with 
upon  some  persons  in  regard  to  the  ad-  ^  devotion  to  philosophic  doubt,  and  it 
ministration    of     the    law.      He    could  .^^^  ^   P'^^  ^^*^  ^^®  "?*^^  \o^'  Gentle- 
instance  from  his  own  experience  at  the  ™^^  appeared  to  recognise  the  evils  that 
Board  of  Trade  where  it  was  very  often  ^^  present  existed  as  mcurable.    He  was 
necessary  to  put  pressure  upon  railway  t  ^^^  yet   so   despondent,  and  he   hoped 
companies   and   persons   connected  with  !  that  they  might  get  back  into  a  clearer 
shipping.      Discussions    in    this    House  air  in  which  there  would  be  a  stronger  plea 
were  very  useful  for  that  purpose,  and  a  ^or  economy.     In  spite  of  the  evils  of  the 
Minister  was  very  much  better  able  to  old  system,  he  wished  to  say  in  conclusion, 
accomplish    his    object   if    he    had    the  that  he  was  reluctant  even  now  to  make 
pressure    of    the    House    of     Commons  permanent  the  Rule  which  they  were  at 
behind  him  in  regard  to  his  position,  for  present  considering, 
this   enabled   him   to    judge    what    the 

country  thought  of  his  policy..  There-  ♦(11.24.)     Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY 

fore.    Ministers  would     make    a    great  (Sheffield,  Hallam)  hoped  the  Government 
mistake  if  they  thought  there  was  any- ,  would  hold  fast  to  this  Rule.    The    om- 

thing  to  be  gained   by  not  taking  the  J  plaint  seemed  to  be  that  the  new  system. 

House  of  Commons  fully  into  their  con-  separated  the  voting  from  the  discussion, 

fidence.  So  it  did  in  form,  but  hon.  Gentlemen 

should  concentrate  their  attention  more 

His  case  was  that  under  the  new  Rule  ^^  ^^e  substance  and  less  on   the  form, 

that  resttlt  was  not  attained,  but  under  ^n  Opposition  which   was  prepared   to^ 

the  old  Rule  a  subject  m  which  interest  negative    entire  Votes  was  prepared    to 

was  taken  would  come  on  for  discussion  ^^^^^  j^       ,      ^^j  ^^  Opjiosition  pre- 

at  some  time,  though  perhaps  very    ate  j  ^^  /J^^^  g       ,     ^^u Id  never  find- 

m  a  session  and  sittinc.     This  was  a  loss  '^       i-o:  „u„  •      vT  ifl«^-       ♦!.          j     * 

^  .  1               ♦        4.           ^    *               .  any  ditnculty  in  challenging  the  conduct 

of  the  present  system,  and  it  was  not  a  x*^.!       t:^*.-       t^                 *       tt 

satisfactory  thing  for  Ihe  future  to  make  ^^    ^^'    Executive  Government.      Upon 

this  a  permanent  Rule.     The  right  hon.  one    condition    only,    however,    would 

Gentleman  last  year  said  it  was  absurd  I  they  always  find  that  opportunity,  and 

to  lay  the  same  stress  now  upon  the  con-  '  that  was  that  they  should  be  prepared 

trol  of   the  House  over  finance,  because  to  act  in  some  coherent  and  organised 

political  conditions  had  entirely  changed  ^^^^^^  ^            themselves.     This  Rule 

since  the  seventeenth  century.     He  said  j     .     i        •  i     r        i             e 

that  the  instrument  whereby  the  House  7«  Jf^^^^^  "^^'^3^  *^^  ^^"^  ^^"^^^'^  <>^ 

ajBserted  its  power  over  finance  in  the  ^**e  House  as  a  whole,  and  in  a  large 

seventeenth  century  had  become  obsolete  measure   it  had  succeeded  in  attaining 

in  modem  times.    It  was  true  that  things  that   end.    It    had    also    the   object   of*. 
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:8ecuringeflfective  and  organised  discussion  1  action  and  unity  on  the  part  of  the  Oppo. 
on  the  Estimates,    and   the    one   thing 
that  made  it  unforgivable  to  the  Opposi- 


tion wa3  that  it  threw  upon  them  a 
new  responsibility  of  a  most  terrifying 
nature,  viz.,  that  of  acting  otherwise 
than  in  the  gelatinous,  invertebrate,  and 


sition,  said  that  if  the  hon.  Member  had 
been  in  the  House  earlier  in  the  afternoon 
he  would  have  seen  all  the  young  talent  of 
the  Unionist  Party  acting  in  anything 
but  organised  unity  with  the  Treasury 


^  .  n  J:^   --^  «!«^«..^  «v.;/.k  KnH    Bench.    The  debate  had  been  carried  on, 

totally  unorganised  manner  which  had  | 

brought  them  into  their  present  impotent  I  and  properly  so.  from  the  point  of  view 


and  humiliating  condition.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Dundee  had  declared  that 
the  present  system  stood  self-condemned. 


of  the  inadequacy  of  the  number  of  days 
given  to  the  discussion  of  Irish  Estimates. 
But  there  was  another  side  of  the  ques- 


because  a  large  number  of  Votes  had  to  I  ^.j^^^  ^^^  ^y^^^  ^^g  ^l^^t  twenty  days  were 
be    closured   at  the  end  of   the  session,  i  ^^^    sufficient    for    the    discussion     of 

He   was    not    sure   that    that  was    the   _,     ,.  ,    -o  ^.      ^        rri_    t:*-    ^  t   -j  u  j 
x±Ks   w<*o    .         ,  .  .      ^,  J  ^.        English  Estimates.    The  First  Lord  had 

quarter    m    which    the     condemnation  i       *=*  .,    ,       ,  ,  i     .. 

ought  to  Ue.  He  had  had  some  exper- '  argued  that  if  the  debates  were  legiti- 
■ienceof  appealing  to  the  country  against  mately  conducted,  twenty  days  would 
proposals  to  limit  discussions  initiated  be  fully  sufficient.  The  right  hon. 
by  private  Members,  and  that  experience  Gentleman  could  not  have  been  present 
had  shown  him  that  such  appeals  gener-  ^t  the  discussion  on  the  previous  Friday, 
ally  fell  on  deaf  ears.  Let  hon.  Members  I  ^^  ^■^^^^^  i^gg^^  ^^  ^jjen  provided  as 
goandteU  the  country  that  they,  there- 1  ^  ^.  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  sufficient, 
sponsible,  organised  Opposition,  prepared  ^^  ^.^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^ 
totakethe  placesof  His  Majesty  s present ,  ^^^  q^^^^^^^,  ^y,  ,f  ^^e  House,  with 
advisers,  could  not  get  through  the  du.- ;  ^^^  ^^^^^^^^  .^^^^,.^^  „j  preventing  a 
cussion  of   the  Estimates  m  thirty-six   ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

days.    They  would  be  laughed  at  from    ^^^  ^^^^.^^^     On  the  occasion  to  which 

one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  and  .         -^...i. 

uiic  C11V4  w  J  ,    ...     he  referred,  at  a  certam  point  m   the 

be  told  to  go  back  and  manage  their  busi-  •  , u*   4.     *.u 

"^  ^  ,  r     «.         '  debate,  a  message  was  brought  to  the 

ness  better.     The  real  matter  of  onence    ...  .  ^       .       ,  c  4,u    \t  4.^       u-  i. 

"'^  .  ,  Mmister  m  charge  of  the  Vote,  which 

in  the  Rule  was  that,  in  season  and  out    .^   ^^  ^^^^  ^^  .^^^^^^  ^  ^^  .^^.^^^ 

of  season,  whichever  side  of  the  House   ^,^^   ^^^^   ^^^^^^   ^^^   ^^^    ^^^^^^ 

supplied  His  Majesty's  advisers,  it  tended  j    ..u  «.    •♦ 

suppii^  •'     •;  1      tr.     ,     from    dinner   and    that   it    was   neces- 

to  secure  that  in  due  time  the  King  si  ^..i     j-  j 

^  J  '  sary  to  continue  the  discussion  m  order 

Government  should  be  carried  on;  and  ,  ^  *^^^^^^  ^    ^^.^^^^       ^^   Financial 

to   say    that    the    King's    Government    ^^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^;^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 
should   be   carried   on     was    the    same  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^ 

thing  as  to  say  that  the  government  of    p^^j^i^^j^ 

the  great  majority  of  the  free  and   en- 
lightened people  of  these  islands  should 

be  carried  on  as  the  people  wished  it  to       ♦  ^^^  SPEAKER  said  the  hon.  Member 
be  carried  on.  ^^^  entitled  to  say  that  discussions  were 

I  sometimes,  in  his  view,  unduly  prolonged 
(11.30.)    Mr.  M'KENNA  (Monmouth- 1  by   Members  on   the  Government  side. 


shire,   N.),    referring  to     the    previous 
speaker 'sremarkson the  want  of  organised 
Mr.  Stmrt  hartley. 


but  he  was  not  entitled  to  go  into  elabo- 
rate details  of  a  particular  scene. 
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Mr.  McKENNA  thought  he  had  said 

enough    to    illustrate    his    point.      The 

moment  any  limit  to  the  number  of  days 

was  fixed  the  (Government,  were  enabled 

to  advise  their  supporters  to  waste  time 

in  order  to  get  Votes  through  without 

real    criticism.      The    First    Lord    had 

argued  that  all  Members  were  asked  to 

do   was  to  pass  a  Rule   which  for  five 

years  had  had  the  sanction  of  the  House* 

But  it  was  because  they   had  had  five 

years  experience  of  the   Rule  that  they 

were  bound  to  discuss  it  and  expose  its 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  includes 
the  hours  after  midnight 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that  that 
was  just  the  point.  Even  under  the 
new  Rules  the  House  would  sit  many 
hours  after  midnight,  because  there 
were  several  matters  it  would  be  possible 
then  to  discuss.  But  that  was  merely 
a  small  correction  in  passing.  The 
Amendment  under  discussion  had  been 
considered  in  a  very  business-like  manner. 


weaknesses.     He    should    certainly  vote  |  j^any  Members  had  treated  the  matter 


against  it,  because  it  enabled  the  (rovem' 
ment,  by  putting  down  uncontroversial 


as  if  it  were  a  question  of  making  per- 
manent  the    Supply    Rule  at  present 


Vof^s    or    getting    their    supporters   to  |  ^xigting.    That,  however,  was   not   the 

case.  The  proposal  was  to  make  into  a 
Standing  Order  the  Supply  Rule,  but 
with  most  important  alterations.  At  ten 
o'clock  on  the  two  fatal  nights  the  Votes 
would  be  lumped  together  in  classes,  and 

the  announcement  of   the  Leader  of  the    ^^^  Government  would  get  the  whole  of 


wosce  time,  to  prevent  the  Opposition 
having  legitimate  opporttmity  of  criticis- 
ing their  conduct. 


(11.37.)  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  trusted 


House  forboded  peace  in  about  a  month, 
the  prorogation  of  Parliament  after  the 
Coronation,  and  an  Autumn  session  in 
which  there  would  be  time  to  consider 
matters  which  were  somewhat  in  arrear. 


their  Supply.  When  he  first  came  into 
Parliament  he  studied  Parliamentary 
procedure  under  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  they  then 
used    Supply    as    an    instrument    for 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  These  general  ques- 
tions cannot  now  be  discussed. 


By  this  time,  in  his  inner  mind,  the  right  bargainiug  with  the  Government.  That 
hon.  Gentleman  must,  he  thought  regret  ""^  "^^^  constantly  happened.  They 
his  refusal  to  submit  these  Rules  to  a  ^^^  ^^  "^®  bargains  behind  the  Chair 
Committee.  *^^  across  the  floor  of  the  House,  and 

they  obtained  great  concessions  in  that 
way,  because  they  had  it  in  their  power 
to  prolong  business,  and  consequently 
they  brought  the  (Government  to 
reasonable  terms.  He  need  not  add 
that  the  terms  they  c^ered  were  always 
reasonable.  This  Rule  of  1 896  governing 
Supply  was  introduced  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  he  was  sure,  with  the  best 
intentions,  for  he  said  there  had  been 
great  scandals  in  Supply  in  previous 
years.  He  admitted  the  scandals,  for 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  saying  to  the 
3C 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES- thought  he 
would  be  in  order  in  following  his  hon. 
friend  in  regard  to  the  number  of  hours 
in  a  session.  The  First  Lord  was  mis- 
taken in  reckoning  960  hours  to  a  session 
of  120  days.  Last  session  extended  over 
only  118  days,  but  the  number  of  hours 
was  1,072. 
VOL.  CVL  [Fourth  Series.] 
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Oovernment  that  if  they  did  not  come 
to  terms  they  were  bound  to  have  those 
scandals  in  Supply,  and  the  Government 
were  generally  so  shocked  that  they 
came  to  terms. 

There  were  some  very  serious  defects 
in  this  new  Rule.  In  the  first  place,  it 
made  the  number  of  days  allotted  to 
Supply  absolutely  hard  and  fast.  He 
thought  that  was  a  very  dangerous  thing 
to  do.  It  was  dangerous  to  do  this  in  a 
sessional  Order,  but  it  was  extremely 
dangerous  to  embody  this  Rule  in  the 
form  of  a  Standing  Order.  How  could 
the  Government  tell  what  number  of 
days  might  be  required  for  Supply  one 
year  or  two  years  hence  1  The  business 
of  Supply  might  grow  in  greater  propor- 
tion in  the  future  than  legislation,  and 
might  require  more  time.  He  thought 
Supply  was  far  more  important  than 
legislation,  because  it  gave  hon.  Members 
opportunities  for  criticising  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  and  endeavouring  to 
secure  some  little  remnant  of  economy  in 
the  administration.  If  they  laid  down 
this  Rule  in  ts  present  form  they  would 
be  interfering  with  the  conduct  of  business 
in  future  times.  He  also  wished  to  point 
out  that  at  the  very  time  this  limitation 
of  the  number  of  days  in  Committee  of 
Supply  was  being  proposed,  the  demand 
had  arisen  not  for  fewer  but  for  a  larger 
number  of  days. 

His  hon.  friend  behind  him  had  said 
that  this  House,  in  tr3ring  to  deal  with 
Supply,  was  endeavouring  to  carry  a 
load  which  it  could  not  bear.  He  was 
not  quite  so  sure  of  that,  for  he  was  in- 
inclined  to  believe  that  if  they  made  a 
proper  arrangement  with  regard  to  allo- 
cation of  days  in  Supply  the  House  could 
adequately  bear  the  burden.  It  was,  of 
course,  impossible  for  the  House  in  any 
single  year  to  discuss  all  the  Votes  in 

Mr.  Oibscm  Bowles, 


Supply,  but  he  thought  the  time  might 
be  so  allocated  that  in  successive 
years  certain  Votes  might  be  taken,  and 
ultimately  they  would  get  the  whole  of 
them  considered  by  the  House.  Under 
the  present  system  they  went  on  dis- 
cussing the  same  Votes  year  after  year, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  some 
Votes  never  got  discussed  at  all.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  that  the  Estimates  could 
be  dealt  w  th  by  a  Committee,  for  that 
was  altogether  out  of  the  question. 
He  thought,  however,  that  some  alloca- 
tion of  time  to  certain  Votes  might  be 
made  week  by  week  by  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee.  If  this  could  be 
managed,  it  would  relieve  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  of  a  great  deal  of 
responsibility  and  trouble.  [Ministerial 
cries  of  "  Divide,  divide ! "]  The  new 
Rule,  as  he  had  said  before,  was  brought 
in  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
with  the  view  of  preventing  certain 
scandals,  but  those  scandals  had  been 
not  fewer,  but  greater,  since  the  Rule 
was  adopted  than  they  were  before. 
[Ministerial  interruptions.]  LastsenioD 
between  £60,000,000  and  £70,000,000 
was  voted  in  one  sitting,  without  any 
discussion  at  all.  [Ministerial  cries  of 
"  Divide,  divide ! "]  He  did  not  propose 
to  continue  this  discussion  any  further 
beyond  stating  that  he  did  not  think 
the  adoption  of  this  Rule  as  a  Standing 
Order  instead  of  a  sessional  Order  would 
conduce  to  a  more  adequate  discussion 
in  Committee  of  Supjdy,  and  it  would 
most  certainly  not  tend  to  economy. 

(11.48.)    Question  put. 

The  House  divided:— Ayes,  337 ;  Noes, 
140.    (Division  List  No.  132.) 
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AYES. 


AcUnd- Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
A^-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
AnniiMD,Auffa8ttuH*Dry£deii 
Adsod,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwiiffbt,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Uagh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Jo«celine  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  Jaiiie«  liobert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarree,  Lord 
Balfoor.Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  ( ManohV 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfoor.RtHnGeraldW.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bany,  Sir  Francis*  T.  (Windsor 
Beach,RtHn.SirMichaelHick8 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bignold.  Arthur 
Bigwooa,  James 
BiU,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

BowleB,Capt.H.F.  (Middlesex) 
Brodrick,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher.  John  George 
CarlUe,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautlev,  Henry  Strother 
Cavenaish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecily  Evelyn  (Aston  Bianor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwidi) 
Chamberlain,RtHon.  J.  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  WoroV 
Cbamberlayne,  T.  (S*thampton 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Chaninffton.  Spencer 
Churehm,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Peroy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thof>.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,8irJofanCliarlesR6ady 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corb«tt>  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbeit,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bfdnbridge 
Crmnbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
CrcMs,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
CitMi.  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossly,  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
DavanportJWilliam  Broml^- 
Davi6B,SirHoratio  D(Chatham 
DicksoiL  Charles  Soott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Winfffield- 
Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  Cockfield 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFr'dDixon 
Dorinffton,  Sir  John  Edward 
DooflMy  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Ak«n- 
Doj^wd,  Sir  William  Theodora 
Doke^  Henry  Edward 


Dnming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Faber,Edmund  B.(Hant8.,W.) 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brockleburst 
Finch,  (jreoree  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  Willium  Hayes 
FiizGeraldfSirRobertPenrose- 
Fitzroy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster.  FhilipS(  Warwick.S.  W. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbe,Hun.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Gordon,  Hd.  J.  E(Elgin&Naim) 
Gore,HnG.  R  C.  Ormsby-  (Salop 
(jrore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Ormsby-(Linc. ) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  WalfordD(Wednesbury 
Greene,SirE.W(B'rySEdm'ncCs 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,Rt  UnL'rd  G(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Ma^.of(L'nd'nd'rry 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  RobertWm. 
Hardj,Laurenoe(Kent,Ashfrd 
Hams,  Frederick  Leverton 
Heath,  James(Staffoids,N.  W. ) 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,RobertTrotter 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

HopeyJ.  F.  (Sheffield,Brightside 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Riclmrd  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,Rt.  Hon.  SirJohnH. 
Kenyon,Hon.Geo.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.  W.  (Salop. 
Keswick,  Wiluam 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrenoey  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawaon,  John  Grant 
Lee,  ArthurH.(Hauts,  Fareham 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lt.-CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Wa]ter(Bristol,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  CoL  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J(Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,RtHn.W.G.Elliaon 
Maodona,  John  Cumming 
Maelver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M*Arthnr,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Cahnont,CoL  H.L.B<Camb8. 
M*Calniont,Col.  J.  ( Antrim,K ) 
M<Killop»James(Stirlingriure) 


Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey -Mainwaring.Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  (Dumfriessh. 
Middlemore,  Jno.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,Rt.  Ho. Sir  Frederick  G. 
Mitchell,  William 
Moleswurth,  Sir  Lewb 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
More,Robt.Ja8per(Shrop6hire) 
Morgan,David  J.(  Wlth*mstow 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray.  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  Pnilip  A. 
Muiray,Rt.  Hn.  A.Grti'm(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wjrndham  (Bath) 
NiooL  l>onal  Nmian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,  Hn  Wm.RobertWellc8ley 
Pemberton,  John  8.  G. 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,Lieu  t.-Col.  Richard 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer/Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Greorge 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Mward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hnfchas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rolleeton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Robert 
Round,  James 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harrv  S.  (Limehouse) 
Saasoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair.  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith3-  C(N'rth'mb.TVneBid6 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,Hn.Arthui<0rm8kirk) 
Stanl^,EdwardJaa.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stawart^irMarkJ.MrTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 


1  SI  1  Adjournment  of 

Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stratt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 


{COMMONS} 

Wason,JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Welby,SirCharle8G.  E.  (Notts. ) 
Whiteley,H(A8hton-und-Lyne 
Willonghby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,A.Stanley(York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil«»on,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.  N. ) 
Wodehou8e,Rt.Hn.E.R(Bath) 


the  House. 
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Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  RStuart- 
Wylie.  Alexander 
Wyndbam,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Yerburgb,  Robert  Armstrong 


Tellers  for  the 
Sir  William  Wakond  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


NOES. 


Abraham,William(Cork,N.E.) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,Charle8P.(Glouc.,Stroud 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Atherley-Jones,  L.     ,  ^  _ 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Bell,  Richard 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

CarviU,  Patrick  Geo.  HamUton 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channin(r,  Francia  Allston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cx)ghiU,  Douglas  Harry 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Delany,  William 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Doi^las,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Elibank.  Master  of 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William      . 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Gilhooly,  James  „    ,   ^ .  , 

Gladstone,RtHn.  HerbertJohn 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grev,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  EUis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hammond,  John 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 


Hay  den,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale. 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Humphrevs-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  William(C'marvonshlre 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Labouohere,  Henry 
Leese,Sir  JosephF.  ( Accrington 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonneli,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
NacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Cann,  James 
M'Crae,  George 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  John 
M*Kenna,  Reginald 
M'KUlop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
M*Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  (Galway,N. ) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norman,  Henry 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brien,K'ndal(TipperaryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  ( Wicklow,  W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'KeUy,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O'Kelly,  James  (Rosoommon,N 


O'Malley,  WUliam 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Palmer,GeorgeWm.(R6ading) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden> 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  Robert  John 

Rea,  Russell 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Rigg,  Richard 

Ro^rto,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigha.) 

Roche,  John 

Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel*,  S*  M.  (Whitechapel) 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Statford> 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sindair,  John  (Forfarshire) 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Spencer,Rt.Hn.C.  R(Nortbant» 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 

Snllivan,  Donal 

Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E.  > 

Thoma8,DavidAlfred(Merthyr 

Thomas,F.Freeman  (Hastin|<8 

Thomas,JA(Glamoigan,Gower 

Thompson,l)rEC(M!onagh*n,N 

Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.> 

Tomkinson,  James 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philipe 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 

White,  George  (Norfolkr 

White,  Luke  (York.  E.  R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North> 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Williami*, Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R,  > 

Woodhou8e,SirJ.T(HudderBfd 

Yoxmg,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Lough  and  Mr.  George 

I         Whiteley. 


Main  Question  again  proposed. 
Debate  arising. 

It   being  after  midnight,  •  the  debate 
stood  adjourned. 


Debate  to  be  resumed  tomorrow. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clook. 


Btisiness. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS.  j  Table.    The  Orders  made  on  4th  of  March 

.  and  20th  of  March  discharged,  and  Bill 


Friilayy  25fh  April,  1902. 


BARON  FFRENCH. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Lord 

Chancellor  of  the  United  Kingdom,  made 

to  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  2 1st  day 

of    March   last,    that   the   right  of    the 

Baron  Ffrench  to  vote  at  the  elections  of 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been 

.    established  to  his  satisfaction,  be  sent  to 

^    *he  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,    to- 

t    gether  with  a  certificate  stating  that  such 

-^    Report  has  been  made  and  that  the  House 

J:    has  ordered  it  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Clerk 

^    of  the  Crown  in  Ireland. 


FBI  FATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


^ 
♦  ^ 
-^ 


STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 
petitions  for  additional  provision  in  the 
following  Bills — 

Weardale  and  Shildon  District  Water 

[H.L.], 

Islington  and  Euston  Railway  [h.l.], 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  leave 
given  to  the  Committees  on  the  Bills  to 
insert  the  additional  provisions ; 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  com- 
plied with  in  respect  of  the  London 
United  Tramways  Bill 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  the 
powers  to  construct  Tramways  Xos.  1 ,  2, 
3,  and  8  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

Read,  and  agreed  to. 

TIVERTON  MARKET  BILL  [h.l.], 
Reported,  with  Amendments. 

LONOWOOD  GAS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

ABERTILLERY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Amendments. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  ELECTRIC  TRAM 
WAYS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  hixd  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

VOL.  CVI.  [Foi  UTH  Seimfx] 


committed 

MANCHESTER  AND  LIVERPOOL  ELEC- 
TRIC EXPRESS  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2%  and  committed. 

WEST  HAM  GAS  BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committed  ;  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

SWINDON  UNITED  GAS  BILL  [h.l.], 

WEST  HAMPSHIRE  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

FINEDON  URBAN  DISTRICT  WATER 
'  BILL. 

Read  3%  and  passed. 

I 

!  DEVONPORT  CORPORATION  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

RENFREW  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.]. 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  MIDLAND  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  [H.L.J, 

;      WREXHAM  DISTRICT  TRAMWAYS 
'  BILL  [H.L.], 

FELIXSTOW  E  AND  WALTON  IMPROVE- 
MENT BILL  [H.L.], 

SADDLEWORTH,  SPRINGHEAD.  AND 
LEES  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.], 

LEICESTER  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.], 

TAFF  VALE  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.], 

DOVER  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed  to 
the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee 
for  the  consideration  of  the  said  Bills, 
viz. — 

M.  Winchester, 

L.  Stewart  of  Garlics  (E.  Galloicay), 

L.  Abinger, 

L.  Congleton,  ^ 

L.  (Jianusk  (Chairman)  ; 
agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Friday  next  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all 
petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praving  to 
be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be 
heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the 
Bills. 

3  D 
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CHARING  CROSS,  EUSTON,  ANDHAMP- 
STEAD  RAILWAY  (No.  1)  BILL  [h.l.], 

CHARING  CROSS.  EUSTON,  AND  HAMP- 
STEAD  RAILWAY  (No.  3)  BILL  [h.l.], 

CHARING  CROSS,  EUSTON,  AND  HAMP- 
STEAD  RAILWAY  (No.  2)  BILL  [h.l.]. 


ISLINGTON  AND  EUSTON  RAILWAY 

BILL  [H.L.]. 

CITY  AND  CRYSTAL  PALACE  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [H.L.], 

EDGWARE  AND  HAMPSTEAD  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [H.L.], 

GREAT  NORTHERN  AND  CITY  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [H.L.], 

NORTH-WEST  LONDON  RAILW^AY 
BILL  [H.L.], 

GREAT  NORTHERN  AND  STRAND 
RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.], 

BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.], 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Se- 
lection, That  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills,  viz. — 

V.  Hutchinson  (E.  Donmighmore)^ 

L.  Saltoun, 

L.  Ribblesdale  (Chairman), 

L.  Castletown, 

L.  Aberdare ; 
agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and 
all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to 
be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to 
be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for 
the  Bills. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  PROVISIONAL 

ORDER  BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
con^mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 


{COMMONS} 

MUSICAL  COPYRIGHT  BILL  [h.l,], 

NAVAL  PRIZE  BILL  [h.l.j. 
Read    3'    (according  to   order),   and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  before  Pive  o'clock, 
to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o*olock. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE  OBSERVATORY. 

Report  of  His  Majesty's  Astronomer 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  the 
year  1901.  Presented  (by  command); 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  2bth  April,  1902. 


The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  Clocks 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


RATHMINES  AND  RATHGAR  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (SUBWAYS 
AND  TRAMWAYS)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Tableland  to  be  printed. 

RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  No.  5). 

Mr.  Seale  Hayne  reported  from'^the 
Committee  on  Group  No.  5  of  Railway 
Bills,  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned 
until  Tuesday  next,  at  Eleven  of  the 
Clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  H). 

Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone  reported* 
from  the  Committee  on  Group  H  of  Pri- 
vate Bills,  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned 
till  Tuesday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of 
the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled, 
*'An  Act  to  amend  the  Matrimonial 
Causes  Acts,  1857  and  1866,  by  ex- 
tending the  powera   of  the   Court    in- 
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relation  to  alimony  and  leave  to  inter- 
vene.'' (Matrimonial  Causes  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill)  [Lords]. 

Also  a  Bill  intituled,  **  An  Act  to 
confer  further  powers  on  the  Chigwell, 
Loughton,  and  Woodford  Gas  Com  ^  an  v. 
and  for  other  purposes.'*  (Chigwell, 
Loughtonand  Woodford  Gas  Bill)  [Lords]. 

Also   a   Bill    intituled,   *'  An    Act    to 
fVOTide  for  the  amalgamation  of  certain 
schools  in  or  near  the  city  of  Waterford ; 
to  authorise    the    establishment    of    a 
primary  and  also  of  a  secondary  school  ' 
in  or  near  the  said  city ;  to  constitute  a  ; 
governing  body  for  the  maintenance  and  i 
control    of   the   new  schools;   to    vest 
certain   property  and    endowments    in 
and   to  confer   divers    powers   for   the 
management  of  the  new  schook  on  the 
said   body,   and    for    other    purposes." 
(Waterford   and  Bishop   Foy    Endowed 
Schools  Bill)  [Lords]. 

And  also  a  Bill  intituled,  *'  An  Act  for 
attaching  a  preference  to  the  capital  to 
be  issued  for  the  Ballyshannon  Exten- 
sion ;  for  the  consolidation  and  conver- 
sion of  the  capital  of  the  company  ;  to 
repeal  the  provisions  of  former  Acts  as 
to  separate  undertakings  ;  to  further  ex- 
tend the  time  for  the  completion  of  the 
Ballyshannon  Extension;  to  authorise 
the  company  to  work  its  undertaking  by 
electricity  ;  and  for  other  purposes. 
[Donegal  Railway  Bill  (Lords)]. 

CHI(;WBLL,    LOUGHTON,     and     WOOD- 
FORD    GAS    BILL    [lords], 


il   I 


CLERGY  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 

Petition  from  Salisbury,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

I  EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
I  BILL. 

Petition   from   Sutherland  and  Caith- 
ness, against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petition  from  Salisbury,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOUSING  OP  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
AND  RATING  BILL. 

Petition  from  Falkirk,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne ;  Barrowf ord ;  and  Whitstable ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Southampton,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

marria(;e  with  a  deceased 
wife's  sister  bill. 

Petitions  against :  From  Salisbury  and 
Willesden  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PLUMBFRS'  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Eastbourne,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


WATERFORD    AND     BISHOP    FOY    EN- 
DOWED    SCHOOL    BILL   [lords], 

DONEGAL    RAILWAY   BILL  [U)RDS]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the 
examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


BISHOPRIC  OF  SOUTHWARK  BILL. 

Petition  from  Salisbury,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

CANAL  TRAFFIC  BILL. 

Petition  from  Southampton,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHURCH  PARIKH  COUNCILS  BILL. 

Petition  from  Salisbury,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


!  PUBLIC  HOUSES  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING) 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1887)  AMENDMENT 
,      BILL. 

Petition  from  Glasgow    in  favour ;   to 
j  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Hyde  (six) ; 
SheflSeld  (four) ;  Gloucester ;  Barrow-in- 
Fumess ;  Boumbrook ;  Blandford ;  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne;  Chelmsford;  Barrow- 
ford  ;  Bristol ;  South- West  Lancashire ; 
Stroud  ;  Paddington  (ten) ;  Bingley  ; 
Oswaldtwistle ;  and  Ormesby ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  TRADING  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Two   petitions    from   Dalmarnock,  in 
favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


3D2 


1319 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 


1320 


RETURNS,   REPORTSi  ETC. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Return     presented    relative     thereto 
ordered  24th  April ;  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour] ; 
o  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 
[No.  158]. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented  of  Report  of  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Board  for  Ireland 
for  the  year  1901  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  House. 

CHARITABLE    ENDOWMENTS 
(LONDON). 

Further  Return  relative  thereto 
[ordered  2nd  August,  1894  ;  Mr.  Francis 
Stevenson] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  159.] 

FLEETS    (GREAT    BRITAIN    AND 
FOREIGN    COUNTRIES). 

Address  for  "  Return  showing  the 
Meets  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia, 
Germany,  Italy,  United  States  of 
America,  and  Japan,  distinguishing 
battleships,  built  and  building ;  cruisers, 
built  and  building ;  coast  defence 
vessels,  built  and  building ;  torpedo 
vessels,  torpedo  boat  destroyers,  and 
torpedo  boats,  built  and  building.** 

**  Return   to    show    date   of    launch,  \ 
displacement,   and   armaments    reduced  i 
to  one  common  scale  (in  continuation  of  | 
Parliamentary  Paper  No.  112  of  Session 
1 901). ''—(Sir  Charks  Dilke.)  \ 


(3.35.)     QUESTIONS. 

South  African  War— Spion  Eop 
Despatches. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  Paper  [Cd.  968]  of  1902,  entitled 
the  Spion  Kop  Despatches,  shows  that 
certain  despatches  from  Lord  Roberts, 
Sir  Redvers  Buller,  and  Sir  Charles 
Warren  were  altered  by  His  Majesty *s 
Government  before  publication  in  the  | 
LoTidon  Gazette,  so  that  portions  of  these 
despatches   were   omitted  and  in  some 


cases  other  words  and  sentences  sub- 
stituted for  those  of  the  despatcheB 
themselves,  without  anything  to  show 
that  the  despatches  as  published  were 
not  exactly  as  they  were  originally 
written  and  received,  he  will  state 
whether  any  others  of  the  despatches 
received  from  military  or  naval  com- 
manders during  the  campaign  and 
subsequently  published  have  been  altered 
in  a  similar  or  in  any  other  manner  ;  if 
so,  will  he  state  what  are  the  published 
despatches  which  have  been  so  altered 
and  what  the  alterations  are ;  will  he 
further  state  whether  any,  and,  if  so, 
how  many  despatches  have  been  with- 
held from  publication  altogether;  and 
will  he  also  state  what  was  the  single 
sentence  criticising  Sir  Charles  Warren 
which  was  excised  from  Sir  Redvers 
Buller*s  despatches,  and  does  the  excision 
refer  to  Sir  Redvers  BuUers  detailed 
remarks  extending  to  seven  paragraphs, 
dated  Spearman's  Camp,  30th  January, 
1900,  and  stated  to  be  not  necessarily 
for  pubhcation. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  I  have  no  information  to  give  my 
hon.  friend  in  regard  to  the  Question  on 
the  Paper. 

Lo3ral  Burghers  and  the  Coronation. 

Mr.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  suggestion 
has  been  made  that  representatives  of 
the  corps  of  Loyal  Burghers  should  be 
invited  to  the  ceremonies  of  His  Majesty *8 
Coronation ;  whether  he  has  any  infor- 
mation showing  that  such  an  invitation, 
if  given,  would  be  gladly  accepted ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  giving  it. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.):  I  have  not  received  any 
suggestion  or  information  of  the  kind 
stated  in  the  Question,  but  I  will  give 
the  matter  consideration. 

Hampshire  Begiment— Railway  Disaster 
in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  TANKERVILLE  CHAMBER- 
LA  YNE  (Southampton) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
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there  will  be  an  Inquiry  into  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  recent  railway  accident 
in  South  Africa,  in  which  so  many 
soldiers  of  the  Hampshire  Regiment 
were  killed  ;  and  whether,  if  it  should 
be  proved  that  the  accident  was  due  to 
any  negligence  on  the  part  of  those  in 
control  of  the  line  or  their  servants,  the 
famiUes  of  these  men  will  be  in  a  position 
to  sue  for  compensation,  as  vhey  could 
have  done  had  the  accident  occurred  in 
England. 

Thk  secretary  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  An  Inquiry  has,  I  believe,  been 
held,  but  the  report  has  not  yet  reached 
me.  The  families  of  the  men  who  have 
been  killed  or  permanently  incapacitated 
will  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  r  - 
gards  pensions  as  if  the  men  had  fallen 
in  action.  I  am  not  prepared  on  the 
information  before  me  to  accept  any 
further  liability  on  the  part  of  the 
Government. 

Soldiers'  Olnbs. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  Lord  Cromer's  account  of 
the  Soldiers'  Club  at  Cairo  in  the  recent 
Report  on  Egypt;  and  whether  he 
will  consider  the  possibilitv  of  estab- 
lishing similarly-managed  clubs  at  the 
chief  military  stations  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  Colonies. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  Soldiers' 
clubs  already  exist  at  Gibraltar  and 
Malta,^a8  well  as  Cairo.  At  home  it  is 
hoped  that  the  improvements  now  under 
consideration  in  the  recreation  rooms, 
which  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
s(Jdiers'  clubs,  will  meet  all  requirements. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE.  WiU 
the  noble  Lord  say  whether  the  clubs  at 
Malta  and  Gibraltar  are,  like  the  one  at 
Cairo,  under  the  control  of  the  soldiers 
t  hemselves  ? 


Army  Ouitean  Oommittee. 

Mr.     REGINALD    LUCAS     (Ports* 

,  mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 

,  for  War  whether  the  evidence  collected  by 

the  Army  Canteen  Committee,  and  their 

Report,  will  be  published ;  and  whether 

the  House  will  be  given  an  opportunity 

j  of   discussing    the    matter    before    any 

steps  are  taken  which  may  involve  an 

alteration  of  the  existing  system,  or  an 

expenditure  of  public  money. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  am  not  prepared 
to  make  any  statement  on  this  subject 
until  the  Committee  has  reported. 

Atlantic  Shipping  Combination— 
Merchant  Steamers  under  Admiralty 

Subvention. 

Mr.  NORMAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  forma- 
tion of  an  Atlantic  shipping  combination 
or  trust,  with  a  capital  of  £34,000,000, 
the  greater  part  of  which  is  held  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  registered  offices 
of  the  combination  in  America ;  whether 
he  has  any  information  showing  that 
twenty-eight  British  trans- Atlantic  steam- 
ships are  controlled  by  this  combination ; 
if  so,  how  many  of  these  are  Vessels 
held  at  the  disposal  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty;  and  what  would  be  the 
status  of  vessels  controlled  by  this 
foreign  combination  in  time  of  war. 

The  secretary  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Bel- 
fast, W.) :  The  answers  to  the  first  and 
second  paragraphs  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  are  in  the  affirmative.  Of  the 
vessels  at  present  controlled  by  the 
combination,  three  earn  subsidies  from 
the  Admiralty,  and  five  are  held  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Admiralty  without 
sul»idy.  As'  I  stated  in  my  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Aston  Manor,  the 
Question  raised  in  the  last  paragraph 
involves  important  l^al  points,  which 
are  now  being  considered,  and  to  which 
I  cannot  give  a  reply  within  the  limits 
of  an  answer. 


Lotd  STANLEY :  I  am  afraid  I  can-       Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON   (Dun- 
not   say.      I    conclude    that    they    are;  dee):  May  I  ask  whether  there  is  any 


managed  in    the  same  way,  but   I   will 
ascertain. 


reason    to   believe  that    any   subsidised 
line,  other  than  the  White  Star,  is  willing 


1323 


Questions. 


Questions, 


1324 


to  join  the  combination,  and  whether 
the  White  Star  lane,  before  joining,  in- 
formed the  Admiralty  of  the  intention  1 


{COMMONS} 

Admiralty  during  the  unexpired  portion 
of  the  current  subsidy  agreement  some 
three  years  hence. 


Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  can  give 
no  information  beyond  what  I  have 
received  officially.  With  regard  to  the 
intentions  of  any  other  line,  I  have  re- 
ceived none  to  the  effect  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Member.  No  notice  was  given 
by  the  White  Star  Line  previously  to 
joining  the  combination. 

Mr.  OHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  May  I  ask  if  there  has  not  been  a 
contravention  of  the  agreement  of  the 
White  Star  Line  with  the  Admiralty  1 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  No,  as  the 
hon.  Member  v^H  Hp.e  if  he  refers  to  the 
agreement. 

Mr.  CH ANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
arrangements  made  by  an  American 
syndicate  to  control  the  Atlantic  traffic, 
involving  control  of  passenger  and  freight 
and  other  charges,  and  of  the  movements 
of  vessels,  a  large  proportion  of  which 
belong^  to  British  companies,  have  been 
submitted  in  any  way  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  before  these  arrangements  were 
made;  and  whether  any,  and,  if  so, 
what  steps  have  been  taken,  or  will  be 
taken,  to  fully  secure  the  commercial 
and  political  interests  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  prevent  any  foreign 
interference  with  British  shipping  which 
may  conflict  with  the  engagements 
some  of  these  shipping  companies  have 
entered  into  with  the  Admiralty. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  negative. 
The  matter  has  occupied  and  is  occu- 
pying the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. As  regards  the  last  paragraph, 
I  can  add  nothing  to  the  reply  given 
yesterday  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Secre 
tary  to  the  Admiralty  to  the  effect  that 
the  Admiralty  has  been  able  to  make  I 
such  an  arrangement  with  the  White  ! 
Star  Line  as  will  preclude  the  possibility 
of  any  of  their  subsidised  or  retained 
merchant  cruisers  being  transferred  to  a 
foreign  flag  without  the  consent  of  the 


Mr.  CHANNING  :  May  I  ask  whether, 
under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts,  the 
Board  of  Trade  has  power  to  require 
such  arrangements  affecting  the  control 
of  steamships  to  be  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Board  of  Trade  t 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  such  power. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  has  any  oflScial 
information  about  the  recent  shipping 
combination  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he 
will  make  inquiries,  with  a  view  to 
determining  its  effect  on  Tlritish  shin- 
ping  genersJly. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  No,  Six ; 
the  Board  of  Trade  has  received  no  official 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  recent 
shipping  combination,  though  a  good  deal 
of  unofficial  information  has  reached  me. 
The  effect  of  the  combination  on  British 
shipping  generally  will  receive  the  care- 
ful attention  of  the  Board,  but  any 
formal  inquiry  would  appear  to  me  to 
be  premature. 

H.M.S.  "  Medusa." 
Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  fan  engines  and 
fans  for  supplying  forced  draught  to  the 
stokeholds  of  H.M.S.  "  Medusa  "  are  fitted 
above  and  to  the  vesseUs  protective  deck  ; 
and  if  the  deck  has  been  cut  to  allow  of 
air  passages  being  made  therein. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  The  fan 
engines  and  fan  for  supplying  forcad 
draught  to  the  stokeholds  of  the 
"Medusa"  are  being  fitted  above  the 
protective  deck,  following  the  practice 
adopted  in  other  second-class  cruisers. 
The  deck  has  not  been  cut  to  allow  of  air 
passages  being  made  in  it,  as  the  existing 
air  passages  have  been  used. 

Tientsin  NegotiationB. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary   of  State   for   Foreign 
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Affairs  whether  he  can  state  under  what 
-circumstances  the  Allied  Commanders  at 
Tientsin  came  to  deal  with  conditions  on 


Merchant  Shippiiic— Noctnmal  Code 

Svpuulixig. 

Sir  JOHN   LENG  (Dundee):  I    beg 


the  handing  back  of  territory  at  Tientsin  '  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
which  affected  matters  in  China  as  far  Trade  whether  it  is  in  the  contempla- 
removed  from  the  sphere  of  their  activity  tion  of  the  Board  to  encourage  the 
as  a  district  West  of  Peking ;  and  whether  adaptation  of  the  new  international  code 
the  Allied  Ministers  at  PeWng  had  given  J  of  signals,  by  means  of  lamps,  for  service 
their  consent  to  proposals  being  formn-  during  the  night,  corresponding  to  that 
lated  by  the  Allied  Commanders  in  by  flags  during  the  day,  so  that  in  cases 
reference  to  such  large  political  questions.  [  of  accident  or  breakdown  of  machinery 

in  steamers  they  could  be  signalled  to 
Thk  UNDER  SECRETARY ofST  ATE  PfSfiog  rteamers  as  weU  by  day  as  by 
FOE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Lord  Cran-  5?gnt  =  »nd,  seeing  that  Captain 
BOBNK,  Rochester) :  The  commanding  Fairweather,  of  the  s^s.  "  Vortigern, 
officers  were  asked  by  the  diplomatic  ,  **"  submitted  to  ihe  Board  a  system  of 
body  what  stipulations,  from  a  military  nocturnal  code  signalhng  enabhng 
point  of  view,  it  would,  in  their  opinion,  '  vessels  to  communiate  with  each  other 
be  desirable  to  make  with  the  Chinese  °^  *«.  lighthouse  and  shore  stations,  and 
Government,  when  acceding  to  the  requmng  o^7  one  'amp  in  addition  to 
latter's  request  for  the  dissolution  of  the  **i°*«  °o^  used,  so  that  the  inituil 
Provisional  Government  of  Tientsin,  j  «?Pf.°««  would  only  amount  to  a  few 
They  were  not  asked  to  suggest  political' ''""'.°gs-  whether  the  Board  has 
condition?.  His  Majesty's  Minister ' ''o"*'^^'^*'  ?'  ,.^J>  consider,  the 
reports  that  it  is  not  likely  that  the  |  «?P«o',?'»<^y  «*  *hi8  system  of  mght 
diplomatic  body  will  be  able  to  give  an  ■•  ?'gn«lling  at  sea  being  generaUy  adopted 
opnion  on  the  proposals  of  the  com- 1 "»  *he  merchant  service, 
juanding  officers  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  . 

I     Mr.    GERALD    BALFOUR :  A    sys- 

A^tun-xTv«        -Tii-ij  tem  of  signalling  at  night  by  means  of 

Atlantie  Coast  Defence  in  Floridap-      .  a..u^   „#  i;„ur  ««  ki»<.*»  J  .»..«j  .^ 
•      Captain  Bayley-s  Action.  '  ^^nes   of  light  or  blasts  of  sound  ac- 

*\t     »*»/^iTi7»otr  /TV  C.X     r  L       cording  to  the   Morse  Code  is   already 

♦.Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down.  S.) :  I  beg .  included  in  the  revised  edition  of  the 

^  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  i  international    Code   of   Signals.      That 

Foreign  Affairs  whether  any  representa-   ^    j^^j  ^^  adopted  by  the  Committee 

tions  have  been  made  to  Lord  Pauncefote^hich  revised  the  International  Code, 
by  the  State  Department  at  WMhington  ^^  ^^le  recommendation  of  the  Washing, 
with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  Captain  ^^n  Maritime  Conference  held  in  1889, 
L.  Bayley,  Naval  Attache  to  the  British  ^  bej  ^^e  opinion  of  that  Conference 
Embassy  at  Washington,  in  making  ,  jj^^  ^jgLt  gjnj  ^  ^^  can  better  be 
•oundings  of  harbours  and  other  mvesti-  carried  out  by  a  system  of  long  and  short 
gallons  of  the  Atlantic  coast  defences  in  fl^ghes  fr«m  a  white  light  than  by  any 
Florida ;  whether  such  acts  are  in  con-  gystern-such  as  that  of  Captain  Fair- 
formity  with  the  practice  of  mihtary  or  weather-in  which  coloured  lights  are 
naval  representatives  attached  to  British  ^^^^  Ylnving  regard  to  that  opinion. 
Embassies;  and  whether  it  is  intended  and  to  aU  the  circumstances,  the  Board 
to  recaU  Captain  Bayley.  of  Trade  are  not  prepared  to   take  steps 

for    the    adoption    by    the    Mercantile 
Lord     CRANBORNE:      No       such    Marine  of   any  system  of  signalling  at 
complaint   has   been   addressed  to    His   night  by  means  of  coloured  lights. 
Majesty's  Embassy  by  the  United  States 

Government,  and  we  are  informed  there  Poor  Law  Act,  1899. 

is  no  foundation  for  the  reports  that ,  ^j„  FLOWER  (Bradford,  W):  I 
Captain  Bayley  had  committed  any  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Irregularity.  i  Government  Board   whether,  in   view  of 

the    International     Conference    on    the 

•Mb.   MACVEAGH  :    My  authority  is    Welfare  and   Protection   of  Children,  to 

the  London  Tim's.  I  be  held  in  London  next  July,  he  will  now 
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cause  to  be  prepared  a  Return  of  the 
number  of  Boards  of  Guardians  who  have 
put  the  Poor  Law  Act,  1899,  in  force, 
and  the  number  of  children  adopted 
under  its  provisions. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk) :  I  am 
not  at  present  in  possession  of  the  informa- 
tion desired,  but  I  should  be  happy  to 
obtain  it  from  the  several  Boards  of 
Guardians.  This  I  should  propose  to  do 
in  connection  with  their  next  half-yearly 
Returns  of  Pauperism,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  troubling  them  to  make  a 
separate  Return. 

Cape  Mail  Delays. 

Mr.  TANKERVILLE  CHAMBER- 
LAYNE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  steamers  carrying  the  mails  between 
Southampton  and  Cape  Town  could 
make  the  passage  in  about  two  days  less 
time  than  they  do,  and  that  they  are 
purposely  delayed  so  that  they  shall  not 
arrive  at  either  place  before  a  certain  day  ; 
and  also  that  the  times  for  arrival  and 
departure  on  both  sides  are  so  arranged 
that  it  is  impossible  to  reply  to  despatches 
or  correspondence  from  places  at  any 
distance  from  the  ports  till  a  week  or 
more  has  elapsed;  and,  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  importance  (especially  at 
the  present  time)  of  expediting  as  much 
as  possible  the  communication  between 
Great  Britain  and  South  Africa,  repre- 
sentations will  be  made  to  the  Cape 
Government  with  a  view  to  prevent  this 
delay  and  inconvenience. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain, Worcestershire,  E) :  The  Post- 
master General  is  aware  that  some  of  the 
steamers  employed  in  the  service  in 
question  could  make  the  voyage  more 
quickly  than  they  do;  but  the  contract 
is  for  a  transit  time  of  16  days  and  20 
hours  in  each  direction,  with  a  departure 
from  this  country  on  Saturday  and  from 
Cape  Town  on  Wednesday.  Hence  there 
are  no  grounds  on  which  the  Postmaster 
(xeneral  could  make  the  representations 
suggested. 


President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education,  in  view  of  the  fact  th%t 
the  Education  Bill  before  the  House, 
if  passed  this  session,  will  modify  the 
object  for  which  the  aid  grant  is  applied 
for  under  the  schemes  of  the  Voluntary 
Schools  ]  Associations,  and  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  possibility  of  the  Educa- 
tion [Bill  not  beii^  passed  by  the  Ist 
of  July,  the  date  at  which  the  schemes 
must  now  be  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Education,  whether  the  Board  would 
consent  to  defer  the  date  when  the 
schemes  must  be  sent  in  until  the  Ist 
of  September. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  OP  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  GoRST,  Cambridge 
University):  I  am  informed  that  the^ 
sending  in  of  schemes  cannot  be  post- 
poned beyond  the  usual  time  without 
risk  of  schools  not  receiving  their  grant 
within  the  financial  year. 

Education  in  the  United  States. 

♦  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  b^  to  ask 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether  he  can 
state  when  the  tenth  volume  of  the 
Educational  Series,  being  that  rektin^ 
to  education  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  I  am  unable  to  saj 
when  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Membcrt. 
It  is  not  yet  printed. 

Cattle  Maiming  In  County  Oalway. 

Colonel  M*CALM0NT  (Antrim,  R) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the^ 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
ha<3  received  any  report  as  to  an  out- 
rage which  occurred  near  Ballinsloe, 
County  Galway,  on  Thursday,  the  17th 
instant,  wherein  some  eleven  head  of 
cattle  were  found  by  the  herd  to  have 
had  their  tails  cut  oh  during  the  nighty 
and  were  bleeding  profusely,  the  beasts 
being  also  daubed  with  paint ;  and 
whether  any  arrests  have  been  made 
in  connection  with  the  outrage. 


Education  Schemes.  [     The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 

Sir  JAMES  RANKIN  (Herefordshire,    IRELAND    (Mr.     Wyndham,    Dover)  : 

Leominster) :    I    beg   to  ask   the    Vice    Yes,  Sir,  I  have  received  particulars  o£ 
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this  shocking  outrage.    The  number  of  BainBford  ▼.  Browne, 

cattle  injured  was  ten,  not  eleven.  No  Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
arrests  have  yet  been  made.  I  aak    the   Chief  Secretary  to    the    Lord 

Lieutenant     of     Ireland      whether     his 

COLONEL  M^CALMONT:    May   I   ask    attention    has  been   <^"ff  ,^^  ^^^^^^^^^ 

erf  the  United  Irish  League  has  not ^  and  a  special  jury;  and  whether  in 
held  close  to  the  scene  of  the  outn^e,  ^^^^  ^^  P^^^  quLtioAs  of  constitutional 
at  which  resolutions  denouncing  the  i  j^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^H  .^^^^^^.^^  ^^  ^1^^  Civil 
proprietor  of  the  graung  land  were  ,  ^^^^^^  ^j^^^  the  country  is  in  a  state  of 
P***^-  rebellion   involved   in   this  case,  he  will* 

w       u7vxTT^u4Xf     A     .u                  ^f  ^^7  "P^^"   ^^^  ^ablc   thc    charge   of   the 

Mr.    >yYNpHAM:  As  the   owner  of  L8rd  Chief  Baron  to  the  jury,  together 

the  cattle  whach  have   been  treated  in  ^^^^    j^j^    ^^^^^    ^^    evidence    and    the 

this    abominaWe   way  is    seeking  com-  pleadings  in  the  case, 
pensation  by  legal  process,   I   think  it 

would  be  improper  here  to  discuss  the  j^jj^    WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  report 

circumfltanoes.  of  the  Chief  Baron's  charge  in  this  case^ 

nor  are  his  notes  of  the  evidence  available. 

H*Mr.   DELAN Y    (Queen's    County,  For  these  reasons,  if  for  no  other,  it  is^ 

Oasory) :  May  I  ask   whether  this  out-  not  possible  to  comply  with  the  wishes- 

rage  was  not  committed  by  the  police  1  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mb.   ROCHE  (Galway,  E.) :   Can   the  Mr.  DILLON :  How  is  it  there  is  no 

right    hon.    Gentleman    give    us    more  report    in    this    important    case,  seeing 

definite    information    as    to    where   the  there    is    always    one    in    the    case    of 

outrage  took  place  ?  coercion  proceedings  ? 

Mr.  W^^NDHAM  :  It  is  impossible  Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  am  inform^  it 
for  me  to  discuss  these  questions  here,  is  not  usual  to  take  notes  of  the  Judges 
Full  inquiry  will,  no  doubt,  be  made.  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

Mr.   ROCHE :   I  only  want  to  know  !      xMr.   DILLON  :    Has   the   rirfit   hon 
definitely  where  it  took  place.  =  Gentleman  applied   to  the    Lord    Chiet 

Baron  1 

Mr.  \VYNDHAM  :  I  must  decline  to  ^^^  W^^^^DHAM :  I  am  told  that  hi* 
go  mto  the  particulars  at  all.  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  available. 

Beligious  Opinions  of  Irish  Judges.  ,    ^.  .    r  it 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  ^R.   BLAKE  (Longford^   S) :  A  full 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  LorS  Lieutenant  repo^t  appeared  in  one  of  the  Dublin 

of    Ireland   whether   he    wUl   state    the  Pap«"-     I  have  seen  it. 

?o^j4Std'Sdi"»agSr/«      In.p«:tlonofIriBhP<K,rLawOjndr.. 
in  Ireland  r  and  how  many  in  e^h  class       SiR  THOMAS  ESMONpE  (Wexford, 
profess  the  religious  faith  of  the  majority  ,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
of  the  Irish  people.  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  it   the 

appointment  of  lady  inspector  of  boarded- 
Mr.  WYNDHAM :   I  have  no  official    «"«;  c^^^ren  in  Ireland  has  been  made ; 
knowledge  of  the  religious  denominations    an\»f  ««'  ^  •>«  ff"  i^"*  qual^cat.ons 
of    Judges  of    the   High   Court,   or    of    of  the  lady  selected  for  the  position. 

County  Court  Judges.  Any  informa- 
tion open  to  me  on  the  subject  would  Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes.  Mrs.  Dickie. 
l)e  derived  from  unofficial  sources,  which  ,  I  formed  a  high  opinion  of  that  lady  s 
are  equally  open  to  the  hon.  Member,  qualifications  when  submitted  to  me.  I 
With  respect  to  Resident  Magistrates,  have  asked  for  a  copy  of  them  to  be  for- 
of  the  sixty-eight  now  serving,  nineteen  ,  warded  to  me  again,  and  I  will  communi- 
are  Roman  Catholics.  .  cate  it  to  the  hon.  Baronet. 
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Borrisoleigh  Affray. 

Mr.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  of  an  occurrence  which  took  place 
on  the  evening  of  Wednesday  the  16th 


The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted 
to  reply  to  this  Question.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  refer  to  Section  5  of  the 
Statute   he  will    see    that    Sections    2, 


instant,  at  Borrisoleigh,  North  Tipperary,  |  3,  and  4  apply  to  offences  committed 
when  Mr.  William  Carrol,  honorary  sec-  before  the  proclamation.  Section  11, 
retary  to  the  United  Irish  League,  while  I  however,  limits  this  period  to  six  months 


on  his  lawful  business  in  the  street,  was 
attacked,  pushed  into  the  roadway,  and 
knocked  down  in  the  mud  by  the  poUce, 
although  there  was  no   disturbance  or       ^^^    O^DOWD :     But   a  number    of 


before   the   proclamation   in   respect   of 
offences  prescribed  under  Section  2. 


prisoners  have  been  tried  under  Section  1. 


any  assembly  in  the  street  at  the  time ; 
also   that,    on  demanding  the  cause   of 

such  treatment,  Mr.  Carroll  was  a  second  j  «r-j     •      •    t    i     j 

time  assaulted,  called  opprobrious  names,  I  *^^  Widenmg  m  Ireland, 

and  beaten  by  the  police,  having  to  run  ,  Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork  Co.,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
for  safety  to  his  home ;  and  will  he  cause  I  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
a  full  inquiry  to  be  held  into  all  the  whether,  in  view  of  the  inconvenient 
circumstancse  of  the  case.  *nd  expensive  procedure  to  acquire  land, 

!  otherwise  than  by  consent,  for  the  pur- 

Mr   WYNDHAM-  The  ocrurrftnce  to    P^®®  ^^   widening  old    or    making  new 
MR    WIJNJJUAM.    Ihe  occurrence  to    ^^^   especially  in  instances  where  the 
which  the  Question  Presumab  y   refers   j^^^  ^^  ^.^^j  ^  ^^^  ^^^   ^^ 

took  place  on  the  9th,  not  the  16th  :  i^gj  ^ifi^nt,  prescribed  by  the  Lo^ 
instant.      On  the  former  date  a  force  of   ^^^^^^^^    ^^^j^^^^    j^^^    ^g^g     ^j^^ 

pobce  was  leaving  the  viUage,  when  they  Government  will  consider  the  ad  visa- 
encountered   a    disorderly   crowd    who    ^-^^     ^^  ,.       ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^j 

groaned  and  hooted  them.     Mr^Carroll ,  ^^^^^^^  of  substituting  the  speedier  and 
was  at  the  head  of  thiscrowd.     The  Dis-   ,^3^  expensive  procedure  by  ^^h  com. 
trict  Inspector  who  was  present,  assures  ,        3^^^^^   was  fixed  under  Section  134 
me  he  was  not  ill-treated,  and  that  he    ^^  ^  ^^^  7  ^.„   ^  Chapter  116. 
made  no  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  his  .  *         r 

treatment.  Mr.  Carroll  is  reported  to  l  __  ^rr^rrTy.^r.r^^r  «,! 
me  to  have  been  violent  in  his  conduct,  ^R.  ATKI^SON  :  The  provisions  of 
and  the  police,  believing  that  a  breach  ^^^  section  were  fully  discussed  and 
of  the  peace  was  imminent,  considered  1  <^re^ully  considered  in  the  progress 
it  desirable  to  remove  him  to  his  own  through  Committee  of  the  Local  Govern- 
house.  I  have  no  information  before  I  "^®^*  ^*^'  ^^^  I  cannot  hold  out  any 
me'that  the  police  used  more  force  than  '  ^^V^  ^^^^  ^^^  Government  will  be  willing 
was  necessary  on  the  occasion.  But  if  !  ^  substitute  for  the  procedure  provided 
Any  representations  are  made  in  writing  ^7  >t'  ^^^  procedure  theretofore  existing, 
by  Mr.  Carroll,  and  forwarded  to  meTl '  ^^^^^  ^^  considered  inapplicable  to 
will  cause  further  inquiry  to  be  made.      |  ^^^  ^©^  condition  of  things. 

Mr.  p.   J.  O'BRIEN  :  Mr.    Carroll  is  1  Killaloe  Postmastership. 

prepared  to  depose  on  oath  to  everything  j  Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny)  : 
-Stated  in  the  Question.  I    beg    to    ask    the    Secretary   to    the 

I  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 

Criminal  Law  and  Procedure   (Ireland)    Greneral,  whether  he  is  aware  that  there 

Act— Proclamation.  jg  a  vacancy  for  Postmaster  in  Killaloe, 

Mr.  O'DOWD  (Sligo,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ;  County  Clare ;  whether  any  appoint- 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  ment  has  yet  been  made ;  and,  if  so, 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  will  he  say  who  has  been  appointed ;  if 
clauses  of  the  Criminal  Law  and  Pro-  not,  whether  he  will  see  that  the  views 
cedure  (Ireland)  Act,  recently  revived  |  of  the  people  of  Killaloe  are  considered 
by  proclamation,  are  to  be  made  retro-  and  complied  with  when  making  the 
spective  in  their  operation.  appointment. 
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Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Mr.  ,  length  of  the  recess  at  WhiUuntide  and 
James  White  was  appointed  to  be  Sub- 1  at    the  Coronation,    and  the  date    on 


Post-master  of  Killaloe  a  fortnight  ago. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:   Is  he 
native  of  the  town  ? 

Mr.   AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
do  not  know. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Was  he 
policeman  or  a  prison  warder  I 

[No  answer  was  returned,] 


which  this  Session  will  close. 


a 


Mr.  A.  J.  BAl-FOUR:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  any    definite    reply  to  this 
I  Question,  but  the  House  must  not  exp*  ct 
^  I  a  very  long  holiday  at  Whitsuntide. 

Mr.    DILLON:    I  hope  there  will  Ijc 
a   favourable  consideration  to  the  sugges- 
tion that  in  view  of  an  Autumn  Session 
;  the    present   session  will    not    be    pro- 
longed. 


Irish  Land  Bill. 
Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan.  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if.  after  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Irish 
Land  Act  he  will  consent  to  refer  the  Bill 
for  consideration  to  a  Joint  Committee 
of  the  Irish  Members  of  the  Houses  of 
Lords  and  Commons. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  proposal 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  is  not  of 
a  character  which  could  be  entertained 
on  a  Bin  of  this  kind. 

Bnsiness  of  the  House. 
♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
Is  it  intended  to  take  the  Second  Read- 
ing of   the   Land   Bill    before    or  after 
Whitsuntide  ] 

^  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR;  There  is  not 
the  smallest  chance  of  its  being  taken 
before  Whitsuntide. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  What 
will  be  the  business  in  the  latter  half  of 
next  week  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  give 
an  absolute  pledge,  but  probably  the  dis- 
-cuasion  of  the  Procedure  Rules  will  be 
continued  on  Thursday.  It  is  possible  I 
may  have  to  ask  the  House  to  suspend 
the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  there  will  be  an 
Autumn  Session  of  Parliament  this  year, 
he  can   indicate  the  probable  dates  and 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  anxious 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  House  as  far 
as  I  can ;  but  I  confess  it  seems  to  me 
that  any  difficuhy  in  getting  through  the 
business  will  be  due,  not  to  the  G(»yern- 
ment,  but  the  manner  in  which  discus- 
sion is  carried  on  b\  hon.  Members. 

PriTilesre— Attachment  Order  against  Mr. 
P.  A.  M'Hugh,  M.P. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  wish  to  bring  under  the  attention  of 
the  House  a  matter  of  privilege.  Yester- 
day, Sir,  you  communicated  to  the  House 
a  letter  which  you  had  received  from  one 
of  the  Judges  in  Ireland  informing  this 
House  that  an  order  of  attachment  had 
been  issued  against  Mr.  P.  A.  M^Hugh, 
a  Member  of  this  House.  Now  there 
have  been,  as  far  as  I  can  find  out,  only 
about  four  cases  of  this  kind  within  recent 
times  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  in 
each  case  the  question  was  treated  as  a 
matter  of  privilege  and  a  Motion  was 
submitted  to  the  House  appointing  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances. I  have  looked  into  the  cases 
with  some  care,  and  I  find,  with  reference 
at  any  rate  to  one  of  the  cases  in  the  past 
the  hon.  Member  in  question  was  not  in 
custody,  and  had  not  been  arrested  at 
the  time  the  Motion  was  l>rought  forward. 
It  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Charlton  against 
whom  an  attachment  was  issued  in  the 
year  1837.  The  last  case  which  came 
before  the  House  was  in  the  year  1882, 
and  on  that  occasion  Mr.  Gladstone,  who 
was  then  the  Leader  of  the  House,  im- 
mediately rose  and  stated  that  the  re- 
sponsibility and  duty  rested  upon  him  as 
I..eader  of  the  House  of  making  a  Motion 
in  regard  to  the  letter  which  had  been 
received,  announcing  the  issue  of  the 
Order.     He  moved  in  that  case  that  the 
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letter  should  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
date  upon  which  the  letter  was  communi- 


would  be  prevented  from  performing  hi» 
Parliamentary  duties.  Therefore  he 
asked     that     the     House    should     take 


Gated  to   the   House   was  the  very  day    cognisance  of  the  Order  which  had  been 
before  the  adjournment,  and  Mr.  Gladstone    made  against  him. 

glinted  out  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  ! 
ouse  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  deal  „ .,  ^^^^ .  rrT^-r*  t-.  t  j  .  j 
with  the  m^ter  before  the  adjournment.  *M«:  ^F^^^:  ^^  ^:  "^deretond 
He  made  a  Motion  that  the  letter  lie  on  ,  *'^'^*  the  Attachment  Order  m  that  case 
the  Table,  and  when  the  House  reas-  was  made  by  an  English  Court,  and  that 
sembled  in  the  following  October,  on  the  ¥•"•  Charlton  was  m  England  at  the 
very  first  day  of  its  meeting  the  right  t'™®' 
hon.   Gentleman  followed  the  invariable 

precedent  in  every  case  which  had  oc-  i      Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Yes,  it  was 
curred  for  «t  least  100  years  or  more  and  I  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England, 
moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  '  and  Mr.  Charlton   wrote   to  the  House 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  |  from  an  hotel  in  Palace  Yard, 
and  to  report  to  the  House  thereupon.     I 

propose,  if  I  gather  from  you,  Mr.  Speaker,      „,,      ^t^^^.ttt^^      .r    r^,     i.        .u 
that   the  course  is  in  order,  to  shortly        M^-  SPEAKER :    Mr  Charlton,  then, 
state  the  facts  to  the  House,  and  to  con- '  "^^    clearly    in    immediate    danger    of 
elude  by  bringing  forward  such  a  Motion  '  apprehension       This  case  seeins    to   be 
as  has  been  moved  in  previous  cases.  somewhat  diflFerent.     I  believe  the  fact  u 

that  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Leitnm, 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  My  impression  was  '  f  lo"6^««  ^«  «  *"  5°§^*"*!?  4*?°l^^**l* 
and  is  that  no  question  of  privUege  arises    *«  I'T^*  ""^l^''  »•»«  ^rder  of  Attachm^t, 

until  a  Member  is  prevented  from  attend-  ??**  ^^  "*?  ^"^  *"*  *!'"*"^.  TTIJ^-  ^ 
ing  the  service  of  the  House.  The  I  """?«•  ,^  \°??*'*u  °*  .aA^ 
making  of  an  Order  of  Attachment  is  i  ?f  ^"*&  for  yesterday  he  presented  a  Bm. 

»,f       ^,         r    1  .   .        \,         It  appears  to  me  that  under  these  cir- 

one  thing,  the  actual  arrest  is  another.  ^^^^^^  there  is  no  present  case  of 
In  the  case  of  Mr.  Gray,  which  was  |  •  j,  If  he  is  arrested,  then  a  question 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Sf  privilege  will  arise,  and  the  hon.  Member 
Member,  when  Mr.  Gladstone  made  the  ^{j  ^^  ^^^  position  to  make  the  Motion, 
Motion  for  a  Committee,  the  learned  jf  j^  jg  ^^^  ^^^^  ^y  the  Leader  of  the 
Judge  had  reported  that  Mr.  Gray  had  House, 
been  committed  under  an  Order  for  i 
Attachment,  and,  although  I  believe  he 

was  subsequently  released,  he  had  Me.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Of  courae, 
actually  been  committed  during  the  Sir,  I  must  accept  your  decision,  and  I 
sittings  of  the  House ;  therefore  it  take  it  the  eflFect  is  that  inasmuch  as  a 
appears  that  a  question  of  privilege  did  Writ  of  Attachment  has  been  issued  by  an 
arise.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  circum-  J,™^  Court,  it  cannot  be  executed  in 
sUnces  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Charlton,  to  England.  Therefore  the  hon  Member 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  ?g"n8t  whom  it  has  been  issued  is  m  no 
refers,  whether  it  appears  that  in  that  'mmediate  danger  of  having  his  Parha- 
case-perhaps  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem-  ™«°t^y  ^»*»?«.,  ''^t^rfered  with  The 
ber  will   tell   me-there  had    been    an   q".««*'«°  «  P"^'l«««  r^"f  ^}^  '^T  ".°' 


arrest  or  committal 


arise  at  the  moment,  but  it  will  arise 
when  the  hon.  Member  is  arrested,  if  ever 
he  should  h%  arrested. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  It  appears 
that  in   the  case  of   Mr.   Charlton    the  , 

attachment  had  been  issued,  but  he  had  *Mr.  SPEAKER :  That  is  my  view, 
not  been  arrested.  As  a  matter  of  fact  |  Of  course,  if  I  am  right  in  the  view  I 
the  report  of  the  proceedings  commenced  have  expressed,  that  an  Order  of  Attach- 
with  the  reading  out  of  a  letter  received  ment  made  in  Ireland  cannot  be  executed 
by  Mr.  Speaker  from  the  hon.  Member  in  this  country,  it  is  quite  possible  that 
in  question,  stating  that  an  attachment  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Leitrim 
had  been  issued  against  him,  and  that  he  may  remain  free  from  arrest  the  whole 
was  in  fear  if  it  were  executed  that  he    session. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  May  I  inter- 
polate this  observation  *?  I  have  carefully 
considered  the  cases  brought  forward  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  and  I 
shall  consider  it  my  duty  as  Leader  of 
the  House,  and  in  obedience  to  precedent, 
to  move  for  a  Committee  if  the  hon. 
Member  is  attached. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  May  I  be 
allowed  to  put  a  question  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  t  He  says  that  he  has 
carefully  inquired  into  the  case.  Has  he 
taken  the  advice  of  the  legal  advisers  of 
the  Government,  and  is  he  prepared  to 
endorse  the  view  of  the  law  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  namely,  that  the  Attach- 
ment cannot  be  executed  while  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Leitrim  remains  in 
England  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Any  statement 
of  mine  on  the  subject  cannot  be  regarded 
as  carrying  with  it  the  smallest  authority, 
but  I  believe  that  Mr.  Speaker's  view 
of  the  law  is  regarded  as  absolutely 
correct. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  That  was 
not  my  question.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  he  has  inquired  into  the  case. 
I  want  to  know  if  he  has  taken  the  advice 
of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 


Iltdes, 
NEW  BILLS. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  think 
1  ought  to  be  asked  to  go  further  than  I 
have  done.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  means  have  I  submitted  a  case 
for  the  consideration  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown  in  a  formal  way,  I  may 
say  that  I  have  not  taken  any  such 
step,  but  I  have,  of  course,  consulted  my 
hon.  and  learned  friends. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES) 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection.  That  they 
had  discharged  the  following  Member 
from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade 
(including  Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
Shipping,  and  Manufactures  :  —  Mr. 
Garfit  ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitu- 
tion, Mr.  Loder. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ROYAL  NAVAL  RESERVE  VOLUNTEERS 

BILL. 

*  To  amend  Section  1  of  the  Royal 
Naval  Reserve  Volunteer  Act,  1896," 
presented  by  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  under 
Standing  Order  31 ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  171.] 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  BILL. 

*'  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
QuaUfication  and  Tenure  of  Office  of 
Medical  officers  of  Health  and  Inspectors, 
and  to  make  further  provisions  relating 
to  superannuation  allowances  for  such 
officers  and  Inspectors  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,*'  presented  by  Sir  Francis 
Powell,  under  Standing  Order  31 ; 
supported  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr. 
TaJbot,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Henry 
Hobhouse,  Mr.  Cripps,  Mr.  Hey  wood 
Johnstone,  and  Sir  Michael  Foster;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday, 
12th  May,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  172.] 

PREVENTION  OF  POLLUTION  OF 
RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

**  To  make  further  and  amended 
provisions  to  prevent  the  Pollution  of 
Rivers  and  Streams/*  presented  by  Sir 
j  Francis  Powell,  under  Standing  Order 
!  31  ;  supported  by  Mr.  Wilson  -  Todd, 
i  Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse ;  Sir  John 
I  Dorington,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Brigg, 
!  Sir  John  Brunner,  and  Sir  Walter 
I  Foster ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
I  Monday,  12th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
,  [Bill  173.] 

'     PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

**  To     amend    the    Public    Libraries 

I  (Ireland)      Acts,*'     presented     by    Mr. 

1  Dillon,     under     Standing     Order    31  ; 

!  supported   by    Mr.    Bryce,    Mr.    Lecky, 

j  Mr.       Boland,       and       Mr.      Thomas 

O'Donnell ;  to   be  read  a    second    tim 

upon    Friday   next,  and  to   be  printed 

[Bill  174.] 


NEW  PROCEDURE  RULES. 

[ELtvENTH  Day's  Dkbate.] 

NEW  STANDTNC;  ORDER  (BUSfNESS 
IN   SUPPLY). 

Order  read,  for  resuminpr  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [11th  April],  "That 
as  soon  as  the  Committee  of  Supply  has 
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been  appointed  and  Estimates  have  been 
presented,  the  business  of  Supply  shall, 
until  disposed  of,  be  the  first  Order  of  the 
Day  on  Thursday,  unless  the  House 
otherwise  order  on  the  Motion  of  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  moved  at  the 
commencement  of  Public  Business,  to  be 
decided  without  Amendment  or  Debate. 


"Not  more  than  twenty  days,  being 
days  before  the  5th  of  August, 
shall  be  allotted  for  the  consideration  of 
the  annual  Estimates  for  the  Army,  Navy, 
and  Civil  Services,  including  Votes  on 
Account.  The  days  allotted  shall  not 
include  any  day  on  which  the  question 
has  to  be  put  that  the  Speaker  do  leave 
the  Chair,  or  any  day  on  which  the 
business  of  Supply  does  not  stand  as  first 
Order. 

"  Provided  that  the  days  occupied  by 
the  consideration  of  Estimates  supplemen- 
tary to  those  of  a  previous  session  or  of 
any  Vote  of  Credit,  or  of  Votes  for 
Supplementary  or  Additional  Estimates 
presented  by  the  Government  for  War 
Expenditure,  shall  not  be  included  in  the 
computation  of  the  Twenty  days  afore- 
said. 

"  Provided  also  that  on  Motion  made 
after  Notice  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or 
Debate,  additional  time,  not  exceeding 
three  days,  may  be  allotted  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  either  before  or  after 
the  5th  of  August. 

"  On  a  day  so  allotted,  no  business  other 
than  the  business  of  Supply,  shall,  except 
on  the  last  two  of  the  allotted  days,  be 
taken  before  midnight  unless  it  is  un- 
opposed, and  no  business  in  Committee 
or  proceedings  on  Report  of  Supply  shall 
be    taken    after    midnight,     whether   a 

feneral  Order  for  the  suspension  of  the 
welve  o'clock  Rule  is  in  force  or  not, 
unless  the  House  otherwise  order  on  the 
Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  naoved 
at  the  commencement  of  Public  Business, 
to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or 
Debate. 

"  Of  the  davs  so  allotted,  not  more  than 
one  day  in  Committee  shall  be  allotted 
to  any  Vote  on  Account,  and  not  more 
than  one  sitting  to  the  Report  of  that 
Vote.  At  midnight  on  the  close  of  the 
da}'  on  which  the  Committee  on  that 
Vote  is  taken,  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees or  the  Speaker,  as  the  case  may 


be,  shall  forthwith  put  every  question 
necessary  to  dispose  of  the  Vote  or  the 
Report. 

"  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  day 
but  one  oi  the  days  so  allotted,  the 
Chairman  shall  forthwith  put  every 
question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the 
Vote  then  under  consideration,  and  shall 
then  forthwith  put  the  question  with 
respect  to  each  class  of  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates,  that  the  total  amount  of  the 
Votes  outstanding  in  that  class  be  granted 
for  the  services  defined  in  the  class,  and 
shall  in  like  manner,  put  severally  the 
questions  that  the  total  amounts  <^  the 
Votes  outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for 
the  Navy,  the  Army,  and  the  Revenue 
Departments,  be  granted  for  the  service* 
defined  in  those  Estimates. 

'^  At  Ten  of  the  clock  on  the  last  allotted 
day,  the  Speaker  shall  forthwith  put 
every  question  necessary  to  dispose  of 
the  Report  of  the  Resolution  then  under 
consideration,  and  shall  then  forthwith 
I  put,  with  respect  to  each  class  of  the 
I  Civil  Service  Estimates,  the  question,. 
That  the  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  all  the  outstanding  Resolu> 
tions  reported  in  respect  of  that  class,, 
and  shall  then  put  a  like  question  with 
respect  to  all  the  Resolutions  outstanding 
in  the  Estimates  for  the  Navy,  the  Army,, 
the  Revenue  Departments,  and  other  out- 
standing Resolutions  severally. 

**  On  the  days  appointed  for  concluding 
the  business  of  Supply,  the  considera- 
tion of  that  business  shall  not  be  antici- 
pated by  a  Motion  of  adjournment,  and 
no  dilatory  Motion  shall  be  moved  on 
proceedings  for  that  business. 

**  Any  additional  Estimate  for  any  new 
service  or  matter  not  included  in  the 
original  Estimates  for  the  year,  shall  be 
submitted  for  consideration  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply  on  some  day  not 
later  than  two  days  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  closed. 

**For  the  purposes  of  this  Order  two 
Frida}^  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to  a 
single  day  of  two  Sittings." — (J/r. 
A.  J,  Balfour,) 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 


♦(4.5.)  Mr.T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone.  S.) 
said  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  ia 
the  debate  on  the  previous  night, 
expressed   a  hope  that  what  had  takea 
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place  on  the  Second  Reading  debate  would  not  be  denied  that  they  were  of  the 
obviate  the  necessity  of  going  into  this  greatest  service  in  influencing  the  per- 
Rule  in  very  great  detail.  He  agreed  manent  officials  of  the  Departments  in 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  ■  framing  the  Estimates  for  the  year, 
but  for  one  or  two  observations  which  ,  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  meant 
had  dropped  from  him  he  would  have  that  the  discussions  had  no  effect,  what 
been  inclined  to  withdraw  his  Amendment  was  the  logical  conclusion  1 
altogether,     lie   might   be  able   to  take  ^ 

that  course  later  on,  but  he  did  deem  it  1  I^Ir.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  never  for  ar 
necessary,  in  the  interests  of  Irish  I  moment  suggested  that  the  discussions 
Supply,  that  Irish  Members  should  have  in  Supply  had  no  effect.  What  I  said 
some  further  statement  on  this  matter  was  that,as  far  as  my  ownobservationsgo, 
trom  the  First  Lord.  The  right  hon.  discussions  on  Supply  very  seldom  are 
Gentleman  made  a  very  extraordinary  in  the  direction  of  economy,  they  con- 
statement.  First  he  said,  practically,  that  stantly  point  in  the  direction  of  in- 
Irish  debates  in  Supply  were  all  nonsense  i  creased  expenditure. 
— that  he  admitted  was  a  rough  and  ready  * 

way  of  putting  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 1  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  his  point 
man  s  argument.  He  said  that  no  Irish  was  that  even  in  the  three  or  four  days 
Member  was  in  favour  of  reducing  a  now  allotted  to  Irish  Supply  the  di?- 
single  Vote  by  a  single  6d.  paid  out  of  cussions  that  took  place  were,  so  far  as 
the  Saxon  Treasury.  He  deemed  that  an  Ireland  was  concerned,  of  the  greatest 
extraordinary  statement  for  a  reason  importance  to  that  country.  He  would 
which  might  not  be  known  to  every  give  the  House  one  example. 
Member   of  the  House,    viz.,    that    in 

these  Irish  Votes  for  the  up-keep  of  the  '  ^R.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Irish  Government  there  was  not  a  single  Gentleman  misrepresenU  me.  In  the 
sixpence  extracted  from  the  pockets  of  ;  observations  I  made  I  was  addressing 
the  Saxon  taxpayer.  Of  course  the  Leader  ,  ^^ygeif  to  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
of  the  House  knew  that  perfectly  well.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  an  argument 
he  had  only  adopted  a  pleasant  way  of  ^^ich  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
putting  a  disagreeable  fact.  As  these  taxes  ir^nd,  but  which  dealt  with  the 
t  hen  were  paid  solely  out  of  the  pockets  general  effect  of  our  discussions  in 
cf  the  Irish  taxpayera,  surely  the  Irish  Supply  on  the  economical  side.  I  never 
Members  had  a  right  to  a  fair  and  said  they  were  unimportant, '  on  the 
adequate  opportunity  for  discussing  the  contrary  I  think  their  importance  is 
methods  of  Irish  Government.  Did  the  enormous, 
right   hon.   Gentleman  mean   that  the 

discussions  in  Committee  of  Supply  *Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  th-  .ight 
ujwn  either  Irish  or  English  questions  jj^^  Gentleman  argued  that  in  the 
did  not  influence  the  State  Departments  three  or  four  days  allotted  to  Insh 
concerned-although  a  reduction  might  Supply  there  was  plenty  of  time  to 
never  be  earned— in  framin/;  the  denounce  everybody  from  the  Lord 
Estimates,  or  that  it  did  not  influence  Lieutenant  down  to  the  humblest 
the  Treasury  in  considenng  the  Eniniates  policeman.  That  seemed  to  him  at  all 
so  framed  1  He  ventured  to  say  that  ^^ents  to  convey  the  impression  that  the 
any  Member  who  had  at  any  time  been  time  was  not  very  profitably  occupied, 
in  a  Department  of  the  State  knew  He  would  put  out  one  case,  however, 
perfectly  well  that  the  permanent  ^^ere  the  debate  had  been  of  enormous 
officials  paid  the  closest  attention  to  the  service.  Members  of  the  House  had  for 
debates  in  the  House,  and  that  the  years  been  seeking  an  opportunity  of 
Treasury  did  the  same.  There  was  a  dealing  with  the  Land  Judge's  Court  in 
ffood  deal  m  what  the  hon.  Member  Ireland.  They  were  unable  to  do  so 
for  East  Mayo  ?aid  on  the  previous  untU  last  year  when  by  an  arrangement 
night  about  the  tendency  of  this  Rule  with  hon.  Members  opposite  he  secured  a 
being  probably  in  the  direction  of  portion  of  one  of  the  three  allotted  days 
lessening  the  interest  in  these  debates  for  the  purpose.  What  happened  1  A 
in  Supply,  but  at  the  same  time  it  could   debate  of  two  hours  duration  took  place 
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^nd  the  result  had  been  that  the  Land  |  case   for    Unionism,    and    now,    when 
Judge's  Court  had  been  entirely  trans-   complaint    was     being     made    of    the 
formed.      There    was    not    a    solicitor    manner  in  which  Irish  Members  used 
practising  in  the   Court   who   did  not    their  allotted  days,  they  were   fighting 
admit  that.    The   Land   Judge  himself    against  the  very  basis  of  the  Unionist 
had  taken  the  bull  by  the  horns  and  had  |  principle,  and  they  were  handing  over 
framed   a   new   set  of   rules    with  the  i  to  hon.  Members  opposite  the  greatest 
result  that  the  intention  of  Parliament    possible  argument  for  Home  Rule.     As 
in  passing  the  Land  Act  of  1896  was    regarded     Irish     Supply,     they     were 
now  in  a  fair  way  of  being  carried  out.    endeavouring    to     crowd     into     three 
whereas  before  it  was    simply  blocked  (  allotted  days  the  whole  administration 
by  officials   of  every  kind.     It  was  all    of   Ireland   for  twelve    months.       Was 
very   well    to    talk    about    denouncing    not   that   an   absurdity   as  well  as  an 
people  in  the    short   time    allotted  for  I  impossibility  1      What    did    it    mean  T 
Supply,  but   he   maintained  that   that  I  Take  the  case  of  the  Irish  police  ?    He 
time  was  not  spent  in  denouncing  any    had  known  and  the  First  Lord  of  the 
body ;    it    was    spent    in    denouncing  |  Treasury  had   known   the   Police    Vote 
public    scandals.      His    complaint    was    itself     to      take      three      days.       The 
that    there   were  a   great   many    such  I  Chief  Secretary's  Vote  had  taken  three 
scandals    in    Ireland,    and    that    three !  days  when  the   right   hon.   Gentleman 
days  was  too  short  a  period  for  exposing    was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.     They 
them.      Another     hon.    Member     who  '  had  happily  fallen  now  on  quieter  times, 
spoke  on   the   previous    night    blamed   and  he  was  far  from  saying  that  anything 
Irish   Members   for    wasting   the    time    like  three  days  was  now  necessary,  but 
of  the  House.     He  was  perhaps  a  new  I  let  the  House  look  the  question  squarely 
Member,   for   he  said  he   noticed  that    in  the  face.     The  Government  had  sus- 
on  one  occasion  the  Irish  Members  were  i  pended  the  Constitution  over  nine  coun- 
discussing  a  Vote  of  £46,000  for  Irish  >  ties  in  Ireland,  and  if  they  were  going 
Local    Government,    and    he    thought  i  to  coerce — he  was  not  saying  whether  it 
that   a  contemptible  thing.     As  a  fact  I  was  right  or  wrong — they  must  expect 
they  were  occupying  one  of  the  days    as  a  natural  result  that  there  would  be 
allotted   to    Irish    Supply.      The    hon.    objections  raised  to  their  action.      The 
Gentleman  went    on    to    remark    that    right  of  public  meeting  was  one  of  the 
eventually  the  Closure  was  moved,  and    most  sacred  rightspossessed  by  the  citizens 
he   was  reluctant  to   vote  for   it :    he    of  this  country.     The  Government  were 
did    not    know  he    would  vote  for    it    prohibiting  public  meetings  in  Ireland 
again     under     similar     circumstances,    they  were  proclaiming  them,  and   that 
But  he  failed  to  realise  that  the  Irish    must  cause  friction  which  would  be  felt 
Members     were     discussing     a     great  i  in  the  House  of  Commons.     If  the  fric- 
Department    of   the   State   in    Ireland,  <  tion  had  not  a  reasonable  outlet  in  Com- 
a    Department     which     pre-eminently    mittee  of  Supply  it  would  find  an  outlet 
required    discussion,     because    it     was '  in  some   other  way.    Now  he  was  far 
carrying    out     one     of     the     greatest    more  interested  in  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
revolutions  that  had  ever  taken  place   mission  than  in  either  the  police  or  the 
in  Ireland  since  the  Act  of  Union  was  '  magistracy.     What  were  the  facts  with 
passed.  |  regard  to  the  Land  Commission  ?    That 

If  hon.  Members  made  it  a  ground  great  administrative  body  cost  £150,000 
of  complaint  that  Irish  Supply  was  '  a  year  for  its  mere  up-keep.  When  had 
discussed  in  this  handful  of  allotted  they  last  an  opportunity  of  discussing  it 
days,  they  were  absolutely  establishing  in  the  House  \  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
the^case  for  Home  Rule.  What  was  man,  no  doubt,  would  reply  that  as  he 
the  great  argument  of  the  Duke  of '  left  the  selection  of  Irish  Supply  to  Irish 
Devonshire  in  1886.  It  was  that  the  Members  they  alone  were  responsible 
Imperial  Parliament  was  alike  able  for  not  having  discussed  it.  But  they 
olid  willing  to  do  everything  for  Ireland  |  could  only  have  put  the  Vote  forward 
that  ought  to  be  done,  far  better  than  at  the  expense  of  some  other  Vote  and 
it  could  be  done  by  an  Irish  Assembly,  they  naturally  chose  those  they  believed 
That   was  the  very  foundation  of   the  i  to  be  the  more  pressing  and  the  more 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 
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urgent.      If  he  was  not  mistaken  there  '  Amendment  proposed — 

had  been  no  discussion  in  the  House  of  «*ln  line  8,  after  the  word  'Accouni,'  to 

Commons   on   the  Irish  Land   Commis-  insert  the  words  *  and  not  le*B  than  five  '-r 

8ion  for  two  years.     CJould  anything  be  ^^Tm^^^Y!"  w''%^^^^^^           ^  Iriflh  Supi^ly." 

more    extraordinary    than    that  ?     The  ^    ''•    •           *'**^    ' 

whole  methods  of  the  Commission  were  Question  proposed — **  That  those  words 

distrusted    by   every    class    in    Ireland,  be  there  inserted." 
The  landlords,  maintained  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman,  were  being  ruined  by  the  (4.25.)  Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said 
decisions  of  the  Commission  and  it  was  he  was  very  glad  that  an  Amendnitnt 
no  satisfaction  to  them  to  be  told  that  raising  so  vital  a  question  as  to  the 
they  were  being  ruined  by  due  process  amount  of  time  that  should  be  allotted 
of  law.  The  tenants  (tn  the  other  hand  for  the  discussion  of  Irish  Supply  had 
maintained  that  they  were  the  victims,  been  moved  by  an  hon.  Member  who 
There  were  grievances  in  this  respect  had  been,  for  certainly  fifteen  years,  the 
in  every  part  of  Ireland,  in  Ulster  as  stoutest  and  ablest  champion  of  Unionism 
well  as  elsewhere,  and  yet  more  than  in  Ireland.  He  was  not  surprised  in  the 
two  years  had  elapsed  since  the  Vote  least  that  a  man  so  skilled  in  Parlia 
for  the  Land  Commission  was  debated  mentary  warfare  should  see  that  that 
in  the  House.  That  was,  he  ventured  I  question  of  the  adequate  discussion  of 
to  assert,  something  approaching  a  public  .  Irish  Government  had  a  most  important 
'i-nn^lal.  The  other  Departments  of  the  '  and  vital  bearing  on  the  question  of 
.>t  :  •  were  in  the  same  position.  Law  Home  Rule,  because  their  contention  all 
charges  were  certainly  discussed  last  along  had  been  that  ParUament  was  so 
year,  but  under  that  Vote  something  overweighted  with  business  that  the 
fresh  cropped  up  every  year.  There  Irish  Meml)ers  could  not  get  a  sufficient 
were  in  all  thirteen  contentious  Irish  hearing  for  all  the  grievances  under 
Votes  and  they  were  never  able  to  dis-  which  Ireland  laboured  in  consequence 
cuss  more  than  three  or  four  in  aT»y  of  its  centralised  Government — central- 
one  session.  His  whole  case  was  either  ised  infinitely  beyond  anything  the 
the  House  was  able  and  wil'ing  to  English  or  Scotch  Members  could  under- 
8 -cure  the  discussion  of  the  Government  tsand.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
of  Ireland  or  it  was  not.  There  was  T\Tone  naturally  feared  that  the 
not  a  .Member  of  that  House  who  would  operation  of  this  Rule  would  bring 
venture  to  defend  the  proposition  that  home  to  the  minds  of  the  Irish 
th.'  whole  Government  of  Ireland  could  people  with  greater  force  than  ever,  the 
be  discussed  in  three  days,  and  that  absurdly  farcical  idea  that  the  Imperial 
was  the  ground  on  which  he  based  his  Parliament  was  really  dealing  honestly 
Amendment.  He  had  purposely  refrained  with  their  grievances.  It  wruld  become 
from  taking  any  part  in  thedebates  on  the  apparent  to  all  classes  that  Ireland  was 
Rules  of   Procedure.     He  did  not    want  living  under  an  uncontrolled  bureaucracy. 

it  to  be  said  that   he  had  attempted  to  "^  ^.^^^^^  ^^  '^''f'K  ^'jf^S  home  to  hon. 

.   ^       ^  .1     />.                  ^  •     .1    ^        ^^  Meml)er8,   who  desired  to  consider   this 

ol^truct  the  Government  in  that  matter  ^i,h  a  fair  mind,  the  enormous  difference 

and   had  thus  delayed   Irish  legislation,  that     existed     between     the    conditions 

but    he    ventured    to    say   that   if   this  obtaining   in    Ireland   and    those    which 

House  was  to  go  on  governing  Ireland —  prevailed  in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales. 

and    for   his    part  he    hoped  it    would  P?    T*^^^^    Bystem  of    government    in 

^     «.;««.    J            ;«.  «.,.  *  k    «    «      J  Ireland  was   so   radically  different  from 

continue  to  do  so — it  must  be  prepared  i.u  *    u*.  •  •        i       l      ^.l.  *  Ii.           ^ 

,                               .                1  *'"at  obtaining  elsewhere,  that  the  amount 

to   give    adequate    opportumty    to    the  of  time  in  Committee  of   Supply  which 

represenUtives     of     Ireland     to     fairly  would    be   ade<juate   for    Great    Britain 

criticise    the    methods   of    Government,  would  be  utterly  and  manifestly  inade- 

If  thev  were  not  prepared  to  do  that  ^^^  i"  Ireland,  as  anyone  who  under- 
then  they  were  furnishing  hon.  Members  .  ^^^^"^  conditions  of  the  country  would 
opposite   with  the  most  potent  weapon  ,      ^'^'  ^^^^^     j^^^    illustrate     that    bv 

for  Home  Rule  that  could  be  placed  m  one  or  two  cases.  Take  first  the  case  of 
their  hands.                                                 |  the  police.      In   England,  Scotland  and 
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Wales  the  police  system  was  a  local 
system,  and  where  grievances  existed 
against  the  police  they  were  dealt  with 
by  local  committees,  and  seldom,  if  ever, 
came  before  Parliament.  Only  the  other 
day  there  wae  a  great  riot  in  Birmingham, 
and  serious  allegations  were  made  against 
the  police  there.  But  the  Police  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  of  Birmingham  made 
most  careful  elaborate  inquiry  into  the 
whole  question.  The  dispute  was  settled 
on  the  spot,  and  the  matter  never  came 
before  Parliament.  That  was  the  system 
which  obtained  throughout  s:>cotland, 
England  and  Wales.  But  what  was  the 
case  in  Ireland  ?  There  they  had  a  great 
force.  The  Irish  Constabulary  was  practi- 
cally a  military  force,  governed  by  military 
officers,  and  centralised  under  a  govern- 
ment oflScer  in  the  castle,  over  whose 
operations  no  one  in  Ireland  had  the 
smallest  control.  The  consequence  was 
that  wherever  there  was  a  grievance  or  a 
riot,  or  any  kind  of  disturbance,  they  had 
absolutely  no  remedy  except  to  come  to 
Parliament ;  and  when  they  did  that 
all  they  could  do  was  to  put  down  a 
question  to  the  Chief  Secretary.  What 
followed  1  The  question  was  sent  across 
to  the  very  policeman  who  was  accused, 
and  his  answer  was  accepted  by  the 
Minister  and  read  out  to  the  House  as  a 
full  and  adequate  reply.  They  were 
utterly  unable,  either  in  Ireland  or  in  the 
House,  owing  to  the  Rules,  to  bring 
forward  any  of  the  grievances  which  they 
had  against  the  police,  and  there  never 
was  a  police  force  in  the  world  which 
could  be  trusted  to  do  its  duty  and  to 
exercise  its  functions  without  criticism 
and  without  inquiry.  Yet,  here  they 
had  a  great  military  force  in  Ireland 
which,  owing  to  the  operations  of  the 
Rules  and  to  the  congested  state  of  Parlia- 
mentary business,  was  absolutely  un- 
checkea  and  uncontrolled,  and  that  in  a 
country  where  passion  ran  verv  high,  and 
where  collisions  between  the  police  and  the 
people  were  of  very  frequent  occurrence. 
That  was  a  most  contentious  and  most 
important  department  of  public  adminis- 
tration, and  the  difficulty  they  found  in 
debating  it  was  only  one  illustration  of 
the  enormous  difference  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland 

He  would  give  another  illustration. 
In  Great  Britain  the  ordinary  adminis- 
tration of  the  country  was  carried 
out    in    accordance    with    the    general 

Mr,  DUUm, 


feelings  and  opinions  of  the  majority. 
That  was  a  fair  proposition  which 
nobody  could  deny.  It  was  checked  and 
controlled  by  the  opinions  of  the  majority 
of  the  Members  of  the  House,  and  no 
Ministry  responsible  for  the  administrm- 
tion  would  refuse  to  be  influenced  by 
those  opinions  But  when  they  came  to 
Ireland  they  were  face  to  face  with  a 
radically  and  totally  different  state  of 
affairs.  He  was  not  going  to  argue  the 
question  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong 
that  Ireland  should  be  ruled  against  the 
will  of  four-fifths  of  the  people  But  the 
fact  was  undoubted  that  the  Executive 
Government  in  Ireland  was  out  of 
sympathy  with,  hostile  to,  and  at  cross 
purposes  with  public  opinion  in  the 
country,  and  with  the  ideas,  desires, 
wishes,  and  needs  of  the  people.  What- 
ever Hon.  Members  might  think  necessary 
for  the  unity  and  interests  of  the  Emmre 
that  was  a  great  fact  to  which  tnev 
ought  not  to  shut  their  eyes.  And  if  the 
House  really  desired  and  honestly 
endeavoured  to  carry  out  the  task 
of  governing  Ireland  justly  and  fairly, 
the  representatives  of  the  Irish  people 
ought  to  be  granted  a  much  larger  scope 
for  expressing  their  views  in  regard  to 
the  government  of  their  own  country 
Their  only  opportunity  at  present  was  in 
Committee  of  Supply.  He  had  to 
complain  of  the  tone  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  both  on  that  and  on  previous 
occasions,  when  he  suggested  to  them  as 
a  suitable  way  of  using  their  three 
allotted  days  of  supply  to  abuse  the 
Chief  Secretarv  who.  at  the  end  of  the 
time  would  be  happv,  as  they  should  be. 
That  was  turning  the  whole  thing  into  a 
farce,  and  intimating  that  they  were  fools 
who  had  come  over  to  this  country  with- 
out the  slightest  knowledge  of  what  was 
necessary  for  the  people  who  sent  them. 
It  was  deliberately  said  that  the  whole 
question  of  Irish  Supply  was  nonsense, 
that  the  time  was  devoted  to  silly  and 
purposeless  abuse,  and  that  nobody  paid 
the  slightest  attention  to  what  the  Irish 
Members  said.  That,  however  was  not 
their  view.  If  they  did  not  often  succeed 
in  achieving  very  much  by  their  debates, 
still  they  did  achieve  something.  There 
could  not  be  the    slightest  doubt   that 

the  very  moment  the  debate  took  place, 

long  over  due  as  it  was,  and  only  brought 
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about  by  arrangement  between  themselvefi 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  a 

freat  reform  was  aflfected  in  the  Land 
udge's  Court.  That  institution  was  one 
of  the  most  monstrous  excrescences  that 
had  ffi'own  out  of  the  Irish  system.  It  so 
utteny  falsified  its  whole  history,  as  well 
as  the  intentions  of  the  legislation  which 
gave  it  birth,  that  it  became  a  monstous 
scandal  But  a  considerable  improve- 
ment was  apparent  immediately  after 
the  discussion  on  its  methods  took  place 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 

There    could    not    be    the    ihgbtest 
doubt,  that,  utterly  insufficient  as  was 
the  opportunity  they  had  to  deal  with 
police  questions  in  Ireland,   debutes  in 
that  House   had  some  blight  effect — he 
admitted  it  was  very  slight — in  check- 
ing the  operations  of  the  Constabulary, 
and  they  had  been  able,  in  some  instances, 
to   bring  some   of  those  gentlemen  to 
book.     He  would  ask  hon.  Members  to 
keep   one   iact  in   mind.     If  they  suc- 
ceeded once  in  ten  years  in  getting  an 
officer  or  official  dismissed  for  some  gross 
dereliction  of  duty  that  example  had  the 
most  extraordinary  effect  on  the  whole 
department  for  years  to  come,  and  there- 
fore it  must  not  be  supposed  that  because 
their  discussions  were  vague,  they  were 
idle.     Thev  once  succeeded  in  getting  an 
Irish  resident  magistrate  dismissed  and 
disgraced  in  connection  with  the  Mitchels- 
town  affair,  and  did  they  imagine  for  a 
single  moment    that   there   was  not  a 
magistrate  in  Ireland  who  did  not  re- 
member that  man*s  fate  1    There  never 
was  a  country  in  the  world  where  public 
officers  and   permanent  officials,  if  left 
without  the  check  of  public  opinion  for 
a  certain   number  of   years  would  not 
lapse  into  bad  methods  and  abuse  the 
authority   with    which    they    were    en- 
trusted    Now,   he  wculd   turn  to  the 
case  of  the  magistracy.     There  they  had 
another  instance  of  the  enormous  dif 
ference  between  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land and  of  this  country.     One  might  sit 
in  the  House  of  Commons  for  ten  years 
and  not  hear  a  case  brought  forward  con- 
demnatory of  the  action  of  an  English 
magistrate.      Why  1    Because     English 
magistrates  were  men  whose  conduct  did 
not  naturally  come  before   ParUament. 
They  received  no  salaries,  and  the  whole 
of  that  department  of  EngUsh  adminis- 
tration was  removed  from  the  purview 


of  the  House  of  Commons.  But  in  Ire- 
land the  whole  magisteiial  jurisdiction 
ought  properly  to  be  surveyed  every 
year,  if  justice  was  to  be  done.  There 
they  had  a  body  of  men  whose  salaries 
were  charged  on  the  Votes  of  the  House, 
whose  conduct  was  continually  the 
subject  of  complaint — in  many  instances 
he  thought  just  complaint  —  and  in 
regard  to  whom  criticism  in  the 
House  afforded  the  only  real  means 
of  exercising  a  moderating  influence. 
It  was  absurd  to  say  that  such  criti- 
cism was  not  necessary,  for  they  had 
had  some  very  instructive  debates  with 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  Irish 
magistrates. 

There  was  another  department  of  the 
Irish  Government  which  had  been  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone, 
and  which  was  unknown  in  Great  Britain. 
In  regard  to  that  they  had  Uterally  had  a 
great  revolution — such  a  revolution  as, 
in  his  deUberate  opinion,  had  never 
been  carried  out  in  any  other  country 
without  very  violent  disturbance.  They 
had  had  the  whole  ownership  of  the 
land  altered  and  changed,  and  the  work 
'  of  centuries  undone,  by  a  Commission 
I  which  cost  from  £150,000  to  £200,000 
;  a  year,  and  the  work  of  which  was  a 
subject  of  perpetual  complaint.  The 
House  had  before  it  almost  every  second 
year  an  Irish  Land  Bill,  and  the  whole 
country  was  the  prey  of  a  swarm  of 
enormously  able  lawyers  who  helped  to 
render  the  land  system  both  difficult 
and  expensive.  The  Irish  were  sup- 
posed to  be  a  purely  agricultural  people, 
but  the  one  industry  on  which  the 
whole  fabric  of  their  social  prosperity 
was  built,  was  subject  to  such  a  system  of 
legislation  and  confusion  and  uncertainty 
that  it  would  be  a  miracle  if  Ireland  was 
anything  else  than  it  was — a  miserable 
country.  If  there  was  a  system  in  England 
comparable  to  the  system  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission in  Irela  d,  a  week  or  a  fortnight 
would  be  devoted  to  its  operations  every 
se^ion  :  vet  because  it  was  in  Ireland  it 
was  not  discussed,  and  it  was  not  until  a 
new  Land  Bill  was  introduced,  which  was 
always  positively  to  be  the  last,  and  which 
yet  only  continued  for  about  three  years, 
that  the  House  woke  up  to  the  fact  that 
the  Irish  Land  question  was  still  with 
them.  That  was  a  department  which 
struck  at  the  root  of  the  social  structure 
of  Ireland,  and  yet  owing  to  the  system 
3B2 
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of  Supply  which  prevailed,  it  was  allowed       Mb.  DILLON  said  he  did  not  intend 

to  continue  year  after  year  without  any  to  enter  into  details,  but  he  dared  say  he 

discussion   at   all.      The   Leader  of  the  had  travelled  too  far   on  a  subject   in 

House  had  said  again  and  again  that  he  which  he   was  greatly  interested.     Th& 

had  never   in  recent  years  heard  a  dis-  Leader  of  the  House  said  that  whatever 

cussion  in  Supply  which  had  the  slightest  might  be  the  use  of  discussion  in  Supply 

effect    in    promoting    economy,  or  that  in   controlling  the  Executive   action   of 

such  a  discussion  was  the  least   use  in  the  Government,  it  was  of  no  use  in  pro- 

that    direction.       He    himself    held     a  moting     economy.     He  wished  to   show 

totally   different  view.      The    difficulty  that    Ireland    was    a     country     which 

which   existed,   before  the  present  Rule  required    economy    in     administration, 

waaintroduced,  of  pulling  Supply  through  because      it     was      the      most     extra- 

the    House,   had  a  great  effect  on  the  vagantly       governed      |>art      of       the 

Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer  and    the  three   kingdoms,  not  at  the   expense  of 

Irish     Departments.       Ministers     when  the  Saxon  taxpayers  but  of  the  wretched 

asked  to  increase  the  Estimates  always  people  in  Ireland   themselves  who  were 

answered  that  they  had  the   House   of  awfully  taxed,  the   money  being  squan- 

Commons  to  face,  and  that  they  would  dered  in  the  most  reckless  fashion  by  the 

be  kept  there  God  only  knew  how  long.  Irish   Departments.     In  his  opinion  the 

He  was,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  a  very  old  Fii-st  Lord  of  the  Treasury  took  a  very 

man  in  Committee  of*^Supply,  and  he  had  narrow    view    of    the    whole    question, 

not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  whole-  Economy    in    the    last     resort     in     the 


_      very    

checking    Ministers    when    called    upon  making  reductions,  if  it  were  productive 

by    the    permanent    heads    of    Depart-  ^^  ?'*  tended  to  produce  good  adminis- 

ments  to  increase  the  Estimates.     What  ^^*^^^^"'     ^^^If  ^  .  ^^"^^^     ^^     produce 

was  at  the    root   of    the   extravagance  economy.       For    mstance,    if   the  Land 

of    public     expenditure     in     Ireland  1  Commission     and     the     other     Depart- 

Dean  Swift  published  a  little  phamph-  ments     concerned     could      have      been 

i^    •          I  .  f     ,         ,         J    i.u  *        ^«f  brought      to      end     up      their       work, 

let    in    whH.h    he    showed    that   a    set  .^  ^.^«^,j  ,^^    ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^.  ^^.^^^  ^^^J 

of    propositions     political,     social      and  i^nd  question  was  settled  to  re<iuce  the  ex- 

economical,  which  were  .iccepted  all  over  J  ^^  j^e  Constabularv  bv  £1,000,000. 

the    world,    were  reversed   in    Ireland,  t^^^j^    ^^^   ^j^^^    ^  ^  ^^^     -^    ^^ 

Ireland   was     the    poor^t    country    m  ^^^^^^      Therefore,     he    maintained 

Europe,   practically  speaking,  and   was  ^^^j    ^^    pj^^  Lord   of    the  Treasury 

yet    the   most    extravagant  y   governed  ,^j^^  ^j  ^j^^  c^ne^tion  from  a  narrow 

country  m  the  world,     fhat  was  a  fact  ^^^  ^  ^j^^,j„^  ^i,^^  ^^  ^j^^    ^j^^^   ^^ 

which   ought   to    weigh  in  the  House.  ^^^^^^^^^    ti,^t^  discussion   on   Supply 

Scotland,  a  country  full  of  .great  urban  ^j^  ^^^   ^^^^  economy,  because   tliere 

commumt.es  which    required  a   greater  ^^^  ^t  not.  at  the  moment,  be  a  reduc- 

police  force  than  poor  rural  districts  in  ^j^^    ^^    ^^^    V^^^        Everything    that 

Ire  and,  had  only  5,000   police,  whereas  ^^,,j^    ^    .           ,^  administration,    in 

Ireland  m   a  i«pulation    now     reduced  ^^^           jj^^esty,  or  purity,  waa  mak- 

below    that    of    Scotland,    had    13,000  ^J  ^^^^^,^/^      J^    therefore,    he 

armed    police      excluding    the    Dublin  J^  ^^^  ^„  ^,^^  ^-^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^_ 

Metropolitan  Police,  or  altogether  three  ^^^     ^^^^^^  condition   of  the  Govern- 

times  the  number  of  pohceScotlandhad.  ^^J,    ^^^  ^^^^  j,^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^ 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member  governed  by  a  body  of  men  out  of 
is  now  going  more  into  detail  regarding  sympathy  with  the  population  ;  the 
methods  of  Government  in  Ireland  extravagance  of  that  Government  at 
than  will  be  in  order  on  this  Amendment,  the  expense  of  the  Irish  and  not 
The  Amendment  is  that  a  certain  num-  the  English  taxpayer  :  and  the  pe- 
ber  of  days  shall  be  allotted  to  Irish  cuhar  difficulties  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
Supply,  but  the  hon.  Member  is  renewinij  bers  in  the  House,  who  were  not  in 
the  discussion  of  last  night  on  the  any  way  on  intimate  relations  with  the 
general  question.  Government — Ireland  was  entitled  to  a 

'^r.  Dilhn. 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  regret  that  I 
should  have  made  the  mistake.  Some 
hon.  Members  think  it  is  better  done  by 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  and  some 
think  it  would  be  better  done  by  a 
Committee. 


Mr.  DILLON :  From  the  beginning  I 
have  been  in  favour  of  leaving  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  House. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  seems  to  be 
the  general  sense  of  the  House  that  that 
duty  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Leader  of  the  House.    I  do  not  take  that 
as   being  in  any  way  a  compliment  to 
myself,  out  it  is  a  great  compliment  to 
the  House  itself  and  to  the  position  which 
I  hold.     It^  shows  that   the  fears  as  to 
what  will  happen   when  other  Govern- 
ments come  into  power  are  really  vain. 
I   often    hear   suggestions   of   the  flagi- 
tious things   which  are  to  be  done  by 
my  successor    in    office.      Well    I  quite 
admit  that  my  successor  in   this   House 
will  be    responsible,     or    at    least    will 
suggest,  a  great  deal  of  iniquitous  legisla- 
tion, and  I  take  the  darkest  view  of  his 
character  from  that  point  of  view,  but  no 
man  speaking  from  this  Bench  will  ever 
dare  to  refuse  to  the  Opposition  a  day  for 
a  Vote  of  Censure  or  to  arrange  the  dis- 
cussion of  Supply  so  as    to    save    the 
Grovernment  from  criticism.      The  fact 
that  the  House  has  sternly  resisted  all 
suggestions  to  put  the  power  of  arrang- 
ing  Supply    into    the  hands  of  an  in- 
dependent ( /ommittee  is  a  proof  that  it 
takes  a  hopeful  view  of  the  conduct  of 
any    Leader  or  Party,   and  is  confident 
that    it    is  not   in   the   power  of  any 
Minister  seriously  to  threaten,  and  much 
less   to  destroy,  the  general    spirit  and 
traditions  of  the  Houe>e. 


(5.13.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Monmouthshire,  W.) :  No  one  will  com- 
plain of  the  tone  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has.dealt  with  this  question. 
Though,  as  I  happen  to  know,  there  is 
a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  subject  of  these  Rules,  every  one  will 
acknowledge  the  impartial  and  courteous 
manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  dealt  with  them.  Whatever 
may  be  said  as  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's possible  successors  and  their  con- 
duct, he  will  allow  me  to  say  that  the 


and  fare  worse  than  it  has  done  at  the 
hands     of  the  right    hon.    Gentleman 
himself.     With  regard  to   the   Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone,  it  will  be  acknowledged 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made 
a  full  admission  that  Ireland  is  entitled 
to  more  than  an  exact  proportion  of  the 
time  given  to  Supply.    That  is  obvious 
to  anybody  who  considers  Irish  Govern- 
ment.      It    is    a     highly    centralised 
government.       The  whole  government 
of   Ireland  depends  upon  a  central  ad- 
ministration to  a  degree  which  does  not 
obtain  in  Scotland  or  England.     On  the 
admission  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
Ireland     ought     to     have     a      larger 
proportion    of    time    than     would    be 
given  in  the  time  allotted  to   Supply. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  the 
whole  time  allotted  to  the  Supply  of  the 
three  countries  ia  altogether  inadequate 
for  peformine  the  functions  that  ought  to 
be  performed.    I  have  always  advocated 
a  system  of  devolution.      If  the  whole 
time  is  inadequate,  surely   Ireland    has 
some  ri^ht  to  complain    if  out  of  the 
whole  time  you  say  you  can  give  her 
only  a  fraction.     It  is  a  fraction  of  the 
whole  which  itself  is  insufficient  for  the 
work.    As  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  has  said,  if  you  convince  Ireland, 
or,  what  is  more  important,  if  you  convince 
Eugland  that  the  time  at  your  disposal 
for    the    proper    examination    of    Irish 
administration  is  too  little,  you  supply 
the  strongest  argument  for .  Home  Rule 
it  is  possible  to  use.     The  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  seems  to  be  in  the 
process  of  conversion.     I  do  not  know 
whether    the  success  or  failure  of    his 
Amendment  will  influence  his  mind,  but, 
at  any  rate,  I  should  vote  for  it,  because 
I  think  the  time  allotted  is  not  adequate 
for  the  purposes  of  Ireland.     If  you  say 
you  cannot  give  more,  it  is  a  proof  that 
your  system  of  government  is  such  that 
it  does  not  enable  you  to  give  Ireland  the 
full  portion  of  time  she  ought  to  have. 
It  may  be  a  strong  argument  to  convince 
people  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  some 
other  systems  of  government,  but  it  is 
no  answer  to  the  contention  that  the 
time    is    not    sufficient  for    the   proper 
bringing  forward  of  grievances.     I  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 

real  function  of  these  days  in  Supply  is 
the  discussion  of  grievances.     You  have. 


House   of   Commons  might  go  farther    and  always  will   have,  more  grievances 
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of  Supply  which  prevailed,  it  was  allowed 
to  continue  year  after  year  without  any 
discussion  at  all.  The  Leader  of  the 
House  had  said  again  and  again  that  he 
had  never  in  recent  years  heard  a  dis- 
cussion in  Supply  which  had  the  slightest 
effect  in  promoting  economy,  or  that 
such  a  discussion  was  the  least  use  in 
that  direction.  He  himself  held  a 
totally  different  view.  The  difficulty 
which  existed,  before  the  present  Rule 
was  introduced,  of  pulling  Supply  through 
the  House,  had  a  great  effect  on  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Irish  Departments.  Ministers  when 
asked  to  increase  the  Estimates  always 
answered  that  they  had  the  House  of 
Commons  to  face,  and  that  they  would 
be  kept  there  God  only  knew  how  long. 
He  was,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  a  very  old 
man  in  Committee  of  Supply,  and  he  had 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  whole- 
some fear  of  Committee  in  Supply,  and 
the  difficulty  of  getting  Votes  through 
had  a  very  considerable  effect  in 
checking  Ministers  when  called  upon 
by  the  permanent  heads  of  Depart- 
ments to  increase  the  Estimates.  What 
was  at  the  root  of  the  extravagance 
of  public  expenditure  in  Ireland  1 
Dean  Swift  published  a  little  phamph- 
let  in  which  he  showed  that  a  set 
of  propositions,  political,  social,  and 
economical,  which  were  accepted  all  over 
the  world,  were  reversed  in  Ireland. 
Ireland  was  the  poorest  country  in 
Europe,  practically  speaking,  and  was 
yet  the  most  extravagantly  governed 
country  in  the  world.  That  was  a  fact 
which  ought  to  weigh  in  the  House. 
Scotland,  a  country  full  of  .great  urban 
communities  which  required  a  greater 
police  force  than  poor  rural  districts  in 
Ireland,  had  only  5,000  police,  whereas 
Ireland  in  a  population  now  reduced 
below  that  of  Scotland,  had  13,000 
armed  police,  excluding  the  DubHn 
Metropolitan  PoUce,  or  altogether  three 
times  the  number  of  police  Scotland  had. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
is  now  going  more  into  detail  regarding 
methods  of  Government  in  Ireland 
than  will  be  in  order  on  this  Amendment. 
The  Amendment  is  that  a  certain  num- 
ber of  days  shall  be  allotted  to  Irish 
Supply,  but  the  hon.  Member  is  renewin*; 
the  discussion  of  last  night  on  the 
general  question. 

Mr.  Dillon. 


Mb.  DILLON  said  he  did  not  intend 
to  enter  into  details,  but  he  dared  say  lie 
had  travelled  too  far  on  a  subject  in 
which  he  was  greatly  interested.  The- 
Leader  of  the  House  said  that  whatever 
might  be  the  use  of  discussion  in  Supply 
in  controlling  the  Executive  action  of 
the  Government,  it  was  of  no  use  in  pro- 
moting economy.  He  wished  to  show 
that  Ireland  was  a  country  which 
required  economy  in  administration, 
because  it  was  the  most  extra- 
vagantly governed  part  of  the 
three  kingdoms,  not  at  the  expense  of 
the  Saxon  taxpayers  but  of  the  wretched 
people  in  Ireland  themselves  who  were 
awfully  taxed,  the  money  being  squan^ 
dered  in  the  most  reckless  fashion  by  the 
Irish  Departmenti?.  In  his  opinion  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  took  a  very 
narrow  view  of  the  whole  question. 
Economy  in  the  last  resort  in  the 
internal  administration  of  a  country 
rested  on  the  Government,  and  discussion 
in  Supply,  even  when  not  directed  tu 
making  reductions,  if  it  were  productive 
of,  or  tended  to  produce  good  adminis- 
tration, thereby  tended  to  produce 
economy.  For  instance,  if  the  Land 
Commission  and  the  other  Depart- 
ments concerned  could  have  been 
brought  to  end  up  their  work, 
it  would  be  possible  on  the  day  when  the 
land  question  was  settled  to  reduce  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Constabulary  by  £1,000,000. 
Would  not  that  be  a  great  piece  of 
economy  ?  Therefore,  he  maintained 
that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
looked  at  the  question  from  a  narrow 
and  a  shallow  point  of  view,  when  he 
considered  that  discussion  on  Supply 
did  not  effect  economy,  because  tnere 
might  not,  at  the  moment,  be  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote.  Everything  that 
tended  to  improve  administration,  in 
efficiency,  honesty,  or  purity,  was  mak- 
ing for  economy;  and,  therefore,  he 
said  for  all  the  reasons  he  had  stated — 
the  peculiar  condition  of  the  Govern- 
ment; the  fact  that  the  country  was 
governed  by  a  body  of  men  out  of 
sympathy  with  the  population ;  the 
extravagance  of  that  Government  at 
the  expense  of  the  Irish  and  not 
the  English  taxpayer ;  and  the  pc- 
cuHar  difliculties  of  the  Irish  Mem 
hers  in  the  House,  who  were  not  in 
any  way  on  intimate  relations  with  the 
Government — Ireland  was  entitled  to  a 
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as  Nationalists  believed,  prostituted,  had 
been  partial  in  its  operation,  and  put  to 
uses  which  the  House,  if  it  were  to  hear 
the  whole  truth,  and  acted  impartially, 
would  condemn.  Surely  a  day  for  the 
subject  would  not  be  too  much. 

Then  there  was  the  great  question 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  Four 
years  ago  an  absolutely  new  system  of 
local  government  was  established  in 
Ireland  which  involved  quite  a  revolu- 
tionary change.  Larger  powers  were 
given  to  local  bodies  and  to  the  central 
authorities.  Those  were  matters  which 
ought  to  be  discussed  year  after  year, 
not  simply  for  one  da>,  but  for  severa. 
days.  If  they  had  an  Irish  Parliament 
they  would  not  bother  their  heads  about 
such  matters  as  Fashoda  and  foreign 
policy,  and  the  five  days  they  were  ask- 
ing for  could  be  profitably  devoted  to 
the  subjects  he  had  mentioned.  There 
were  many  matters  which  now  received 
no  attention  at  all.  Apart  from  the 
considerations  he  had  urged  there  were 
many  other  reasons  why  they  should 
have  more  time  devoted  to  Irish  Supply. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  said 
tliat  the  Irish  Members  had  other  oppor- 
tunities of  debating  Irish  aifairs,  such  as 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
and  that  they  always  took  advantage  of 
other  occasions.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seemed  to  forget  that  under  the 
new  Rules  those  opportunities  would  be 
further  abridged,  and  the  right  of  mov- 
ing the  adjournment  would  be  largely 
curtailed,  if  not  absolutely  abolished. 
The  fact  that  they  had  tho.se  oppor- 
tunities in  the  past  was '  no  argument 
for  not  giving  them  more  of  such  oppor- 
tunities in  the  future. 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said 
that  the  Irish  Members  made  bad  use 
of  their  time  by  debating  trivial  points 
instead  of  the  larger  subjects,  but  what 
amount  of  time  did  they  get  altogether  1 
Four  days  at  the  most  and  only  three 
days  last  session.  He  protested  against 
the  statement  that  they  wasted  time,  for 
they  never  misspent  a  moment.  The 
subjects  discussed  on  those  three  days 
last  year  were  questions  of  first-class 
importance.  They  involved  suoh  ques- 
tions as  the  administration  of  the  law 
in  Ireland  and  the  Land  Judges  Court, 
and  had  they  spent  six  days  instead  of 
three   debating    those    questions    they 


would  not  have  misspent  a  moment 
of  time.  He  thought  Lord  Spencer 
went  to  the  root  of  the  whole  question 
when  he  pointed  out  thav  the  reason 
why  Ireland  required  Home  Rule  was 
because  the  laws  for  Ireland  were  made 
by  other  people,  and  no  people  ought 
to  be  expected  to  obey  laws  which 
they  did  not  make.  If  thev  wanted 
obedience  to  those  laws  in  Ireland  they 
must  have  thfm  made  and  approved 
of  by  the  people  themselves.  How 
could  it  justly  be  said  that  they 
had-  too  much  time  already  to  devote 
to  the  discussion  of  snch  vital  questions  ? 
He  did  not  believe  that  they  ever  mis- 
spent a  moment  discussing  any  Irish 
business. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  intellectual 
interest  in  the  debates,  every  hon. 
Member  ought  to  support  this  Amend- 
ment. He  had  watched  the  operation 
of  Supply  since  1885,  and  he  had  seldom 
found  much  interest  attaching  to  an 
English  debate  during  that  time,  except 
in  regard  to  foreign  questions.  Upon 
other  English  questions  nobody  ever 
said  anything  which  was  worth  listening 
to,  and  they  never  succeeded  in  getting 
any  reduction  or  any  reform  in  the 
administration,  except  in  recent  years 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Member  for 
King's  Lynn.  He  was  the  only  English 
Member  who  threw  any  humour  into 
the  debate.  When  Scotch  debates 
came  on  they  were  so  dull  that  few 
Members  would  sit  in  the  House  at 
all,  and  it  was  only  when  they  came  to 
Welsh  or  Irish  questions  that  they  got 
intellectual  interest  and  interesting 
debates.  Therefore,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  intellectual  interest,  not  a 
single  Member  of  this  House,  Scotch  or 
English,  ought  to  vote  against  this 
Amendment.  He  had  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  it,  although  he  did  not  a^rce 
that  such  a  limit  should  be  placed  upon 
the  time  Available  for  the  discussion  of 
Irish  grievances. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 
said  he  hoped  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  would  not  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, for  the  Irish  Members  already 
came  off  very  well  inreeard  to  the  time 
allotted  to  Irish  Supply.  Upon  Irish 
nights  few  English  Members  put  in  an 
appearance   unless  there  was  a   count, 


1355 


New  Procedure 


{COMMONS} 


RuUe. 


1356 


as  could  be  given  to  this  business.  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  talks  as  if 
three  days  are  all  that  are  given  to  the 
discussion  of  Irish  Supply.  That  was 
the  total  given  last  year,  but  four  days 
is  the  time  that  is  usually  given. 

Mr.  DILLON :  No,  no  !     It  was  four 
days  last  year  but  it  is  generally  three. 

Mr.    a.    J.  BALFOUR:    Well,  there 
have  been  sometimes   four  days   given 
but  there  have    never   been  less    than 
three.     But  in  addition   to  that,  as  the 
House  is  perfectly  well  aware,  there  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  time  occupied,  even 
last  session    when   Irish    passions    did 
not   run  very  high,  outside  Supply  in 
criticism     of    the    Irish     Government. 
There    were    two    days    occupied     by 
Irish   Members    on    the  Address,   four 
Tuesday  evenings,  and  part  of  the  days 
given  up  to  the  Appropriation  Bill,  as 
well  as  two  or  three  Motions  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House.     All  those 
were     opportunities     seized     by    Irish 
Members,  often  legitimately  and  some- 
times illegitimately,  for  the  discussion  of 
Irish  grievances,  and  that  does  not  look 
as  if  Irish  Members  have  been  strictly 
confined   to  the   four    Irish    nights   in 
Supply.    But  I  would  respectfully  ask 
Irish  Members,  in  no  controversial  spirit, 
whether  they  think   that  the   time   at 
their  disposal  in  Supply  is  used  by  them 
to    the     best     advantage     from     their 
own    point   of    view.      When    I    have 
asked  that  question  before,  I  have  always 
been    answered,    **  You  have  given    us 
these  days,  please  let  us  manage  this  for 
ourselves.''    They  have  always  managed 
the  time  for  themselves,  and  the  result 
has  been  that  a  great  many  important 
subjects  are  not  touched  at   all,  while 
many  unimportant  subjects   have  been 
discussed  at  very  great  length,  and  even 
on   the   important    subjects    there   has 
been  poured  a  stream  of  rhetoric  which 
h«i,iiot  always  been  a  fertilinng  stream. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  pointed  to  a  case 
where  last  year  he  was  able  to  get  two 
hours  discussion  on  the  Irish  Land  Court, 
before  the  Closure  of  the  Supply,  and  he 
said  that  the  result  of  that    discussion 
was  to  inaugurate  a  great  reform.     I  do 
not  know  whether  the  judges  of   that 
Court  are  prepared  to  admit  that  that 
reform  was  due  to  that  debate ;  but  I  am 

Mr,  A.  /.  Balfour, 


prepared  to  admit  that  those  two  hours 
were  well  spent,  to  the  credit  of  everybody 
concerned.    Well,  cannot  more  arrange- 
ments of  that  kind  be  made  by  hon. 
Members  interested  in  Irish  debates  t    It 
may  be  that  four  days  in  some  years  an 
not  sufficient,  but  sometimes  three  dajs 
are  sufficient  for  the  discussion  of  Irish 
Supply,  but  whether  it  be  three  days  or 
four  days  that  are  given,  if  hon.  Memben 
are  really  desirous  of  producing  an  effect 
upon  this   House    by  the  statement  of 
their  grievances,  they  cannot  go  about 
it  a  worse  wav  than  by  discussing  them 
at  great  length,  and  thereby  making  die 
debates  very  uninteresting  to  Memben 
on  both  sides  of  the  House.    I  can  assure 
hon.  Members  from  Ireland  that  for  any 
grievance,  English,  Irish,  or  Scotch,  thu 
House  is  the  best  audience  in  the  world, 
whichever  Party  may  be  in  power,  if  it  is 
given  a  chance,  and  the   speeches  are 
made  effective,  and  if  the  grievances  are 
really  brought  home.    But  if  the  House 
really  gets  the  idea  that  a  debate  is  being 
prolonged  without  regard  to  the  interest 
of  the  subject  or  to  the  convenience  of 
the  House,  Members  become  weary  and 
disgusted,   and   the  effect  which    those 
who  are  bringing  forward  the  complaint 
desire     to    make,     is     either      wholly 
destroyed   or  greatly  minimised.     I  feel 
that  perhaps  I  am  giving  advice  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  no  right  to 
^ve  it,  and  who  are  not  bound  to  accept 
It,  but  I  earnestly  assure  them  that  if  I 
were  in  their  place  in  this   Houae  and 
wished  my  case  to  be  heard,  I  should  not 
go  about    it   in    the    way    they    have 
sometimes  done.     I    know    that     they 
will  not  take  the  observations  I  make  in 
bad  part,  because  they  are  not  intended  to 
cast  any  aspersions  on  hon.    Members, 

or  to  convey  any  criticisms  on  methods 
which,  if  wrong,  only  injure  those  who 
use  them.  While  I  do  my  best  to  allocate 
the  time  of  Supply  as  between  the 
different  interests,  it  is  a  duty  which  I 
would  willingly  surrender  to  any  com- 
petent body  which  the  House  may  appoint. 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  who  last  spoke 
is  one  of  those  who  wish  a  Committee  to 
be  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

Mr,  DILLON :  No,  Sir.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  have  strongly  opposed  that 
suggestion  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  regret  that  I 
should  have  made  the  mistake.  Some 
hon.  Members  think  it  is  better  done  by 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  and  some 
think  it  would  be  better  done  by  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  DILLON :  From  the  be^ning  I 
have  been  in  favour  of  leaving  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  seems  to  be 
the  general  sense  of  the  House  that  that 
duty  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Leader  of  the  House.    I  do  not  take  that 
as  being  in  any  way  a  compliment  to 
myself,  out  it  is  a  great  compliment  to 
the  House  itself  and  to  the  position  which 
I  hold.     It  shows  that   the  fears  as  to 
what  will  happen   when  other  Grovem- 
ments  come  into  power  are  really  vain. 
I   often    hear   suggestions  of   the  flagi- 
tious things   which  are   to  be  done  by 
mv  successor    in    ofBce.      Well    I  quite 
admit  that  my  successor  in  this  House 
will  be    responsible,     or    at    least    will 
suggest,  a  great  deal  of  iniquitous  legisla- 
tion«  and  I  take  the  darkest  view  of  his 
character  from  that  point  of  view,  but  no 
man  speaking  from  this  Bench  will  ever 
dare  to  refuse  to  the  Opposition  a  day  for 
a  Vote  of  Censure  or  to  arrange  the  dis- 
cussion of  Supply  so  as    to    save    the 
Government   from  criticism.      The  fact 
that  the  House  has  sternly  resisted  all 
suggestions  to  put  the  power  of  arrang- 


and  fare  worse  than  it  has  done  at  the 
hands  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  With  regard  to  the  Amend- 
ment moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone,  it  will  be  acknowledged 
that  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  has  made 
a  full  admission  that  Ireland  is  entitled 
to  more  than  an  exact  proportion  of  the 
time  given  to  Supply.  That  is  obvious 
to  anybody  who  considers  Irish  Govern- 
ment. It  is  a  highly  centralised 
government.  The  whole  government 
of  Ireland  depends  upon  a  central  ad- 
ministration to  a  degree  which  does  not 
obtain  in  Scotland  or  England.  On  the 
admission  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
Ireland  ought  to  have  a  larger 
proportion  of  time  than  would  be 
given  in  the  time  allotted  to   Supply. 


am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  the 

whole  time  allotted  to  the  Supply  of  the 

three  countries  is  altO|^ether  inadequate 

for  peforming  the  functions  that  ought  to 

be  performed     I  have  always  advocated 

a  system  of  devolution.      If  the  whole 

time  is  inadequate,  surely   Ireland    has 

I  some  ri^ht  to  complain    if  out  of  the 

whole  tune  you  say  you  can  give  her 

only  a  fraction.    It  is  a  fraction  of  the 

whole  which  itself  is  insufficient  for  the 

work.    As  the  hon.  Member  for  South 

Tyrone  has  said,  if  you  convince  Ireland, 

or,  what  is  more  important,  if  you  convince 

England  that  the  time  at  p^our  disposal 

for    the    proper    examination    of    Irish 

•  _  Q,_  I  .-  ^11  J  /  •-  administration  is  too  little,  you  supply 
mg  Supply    into    the  hands  of  an  m-  '   .       .  ,      _        *  r      li         hi 

AJt^  J     *  / »         '4,4,  { 4,1.  4.  '4,  I  the  stronirest  argument  for  Home  Rule 

dependent  (^nimittee  is  a  proof  that  it    ^^  .^         ^^  ^\^^     The  hon.  Member 

Ukes  a  hopeful  view  of  the  conduct  of  ■  ^^^  ^^^y^  Tyrone  seems  to  be  in  the 
any  Leader  or  Party  and  is  confident  ^^^^  ^^  conversion.  I  do  not  know 
that  It  IS  not  in  the  power  of  anv^,^^^her  the  success  or  failure  of  his 
Mmister  senously  to  threaten,  and  much  Amendment  will  influence  his  mind,  but, 
less  to  destroy,  th«  general  spirit  and  ^^  ^y  j^^^  j  ^^^^i^  ^ote  for  it,  because 
traditions  of  the  Hou^e.  ,  j  thi^t  the  time  allotted  is  not  adequate 

I  for  the  purposes  of  Ireland.  If  you  say 
(5.13.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  !  you  cannot  give  more,  it  is  a  proof  that 
(Monmouthshire,  W.)  :  No  one  will  com- 1  your  system  of  government  is  such  that 
plain  of  the  tone  in  which  the  right  hon.  it  does  not  enable  you  to  give  Ireland  the 
Gentleman  has  dealt  with  this  question,  ^ull  portion  of  time  she  ought  to  have. 
Though,  as  I  happen  to  know,  there  is  It  may  be  a  strong  argument  to  convince 
a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  on  people  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  some 
the  subject  of  these  Rules,  every  one  will  ot^Jor  systems  of  government,  but  it  is 
acknowledge  the  impartial  and  courteous  ^^  answer  to  the  contention  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  f*"?®  . "  "^^  sufficient  for  the  proper 
man  has  dealt  with  them.  Whatever  ^"^^S^^JK  forward  of  grievances,  f  agree 
may  be  said  as  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  "^^^  ^^"^  "«*>^  *>^*^-  ^ntleman  that  the 
man's  possible  successors  and  their  con- 1  ^oal  function  of  these  days  m  Supply  is 
duct,  he  will  allow  me  to  say  that  the  the  discussion  of  grievances.  You  have, 
House   of   Commons  might  go  farther    and  always  will   have,  more  grievances 
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in  a  country  where  the  administration  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  general  senti- 
ments of  the  people,  and  for  that  reason 
there  will  always  be  more  grievances  to 
be  brought  forward  from  Ireland  than  from 
England  or  Scotland.  Unless  you  estab- 
lish some  different  system  by  which 
Ireland  is  given  power  to  deal  with 
her  own  local  affairs,  you  are  bound  to 
give  a  larger  share  of  time  to  the  examin^,- 
tion  of  the  administration  of  those  affairs 
than  is  done  at  present  or  is  likely  to  be 
done.  Therefore,  from  that  point  of  view, 
I  feel  called  upon  to  support  the  Amend- 
ment. 

*Mr.  CHAPLIN  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford)  said  there  was  a  great  deal  in  the 
arguments  which  had  been  put  forward  in 
favour  6f  this  Amendment.  He  had 
failed,  however,  to  perceive  in  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone, 
the  symptoms  of  conversion  to  the  policy 
of  Home  Rule,  referred  to  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  On  the 
contrary,  the  hon.  Member  has  expressed 
very  emphatically  views  in  exactly  the 
opposite  sense.  What  he  had  said  was 
that  if  it  was  established  that  under  the 
present  practice  Irish  Estimates,  and 
the  subjects  depending  on  those  Estimates, 
could  not  be  adequately  discussed,  it 
undoubtedly  would  furnish  an  argument 
in  support  of  the  views  held  so  strongly 
by  hon.  Members  opposite.  As  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  in  regard  to  the 
allocation  of  days  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Estimates  presented  to  the  House, 
and  having  heani  the  speeches  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  others  which 
had  been  made  on  the  subject,  he  would 
be  disposed  to  consider  an  addition  to 
the  time  hitherto  placed  At  the  disposal 
of  Irish  Members. 

(5.23.)  Mr,  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,N.) 
said  the  Motion  before  the  House  was  to 
^ve  at  least  five  days  to  the  discussion  of 
Irish  Estimates.  When  the  Rule  was  first 
introduced  it  was  said  that  four  days  was 
Ireland's  proper  proportion.  He,  how- 
ever, did  not  admit  that  any  limit  should 
be  placed  on  the  time  at  the  disposal 
of  Irish  Members,  but.  even  supposing 
four  days  was  the  proper  proportion,  the 
Leader  of  the  House  had  practically  ad- 
mitted that  they  were  not  enough,  because 
he  had  plainly  said  that  for  reasons  given 
Irish  Supply  deserved  more  attention. 
As  to  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for 

Sir  WUliam  Harcaurt. 


South  Tyrone,  the  Nationalist  Members 
would   support  it,   but  with  a   protest. 
They  denied  that  any  limit  should  be  put 
upon  the  time  given  to  the  discussion  of 
Irish   grievances.      Ireland   stood   in   an 
altogether  different  position  from  England 
and  Scotland.     The  Irish  Members  were 
brought  to  the  English  Parliament  against 
their  will.     The  Parliament  of  Ireland,  in 
which  these  grievances  could  have  l>een 
discussed,  had  been  abolished  ;  the  Enclisb 
Government  had  extinguished  it  in  blood 
and  by  bribery,  and  by  that  very  fact  ihey 
were  bound   to  admit  that  Ireland  was 
entitled   to,   and    was   in   fact   promised 
during  the  Home  Rule  delmte — as  much 
time  for  the  discussion  of  her  afiairs  as 
she  would  have  had  in  her  own  Parlia- 
ment     The  British  Parliament  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a  substitute  for  that  of  which 
Ireland  had  been  deprived,  and,  therefore, 
no  limit  should  be  put  on  the  time  at  the 
disposal  of  Irish  Members.     The  Leader 
of  the  House  had  expressed  the  belief  that 
more  good  was  to  b^  obtained  from  large 
debates  on  large  questions   than  by  the 
discussion  on  small  matters.     In  that  he 
agreed,  and  so  far  as  Irish  Members  had 
utilised   the   time  at   their  disposal    by 
debating    small   matters   that   time   had 
been  misused.     But  what  were  the  large 
questions   affecting   Irish   administration 
that  ought  to  be  discussed  1     He  could 
name  five  right  off,  each  of  which  wouM 
require  a  day.     Nobody  could  deny  that 
the  magnitude  of  the  police  question  was 
such   as   to   dteserve  a  whole  day.     The 
police   system   in   Ireland    involved   the 
military  occupation  of  the  country.       If 
the  South  African  war  ended  in  the  annex- 
ation of  the  Orange  Free  State  and  the 
Transvaal,  many  a  day  would  be  spent  in 
this   House   in   discussing    the    military 
occupation  of   those  territories,  and   yet 
the  military  occupation  there  would  not 
differ  essentially   from   that   which  pre- 
vailed in  Ireland  at  the  present  moment. 
Then,    too,   the    question    of    education 
surely  deserved  a  day.     There  were  ques- 
tions   of     primary,     intermediate,     and 
University  Education,  each  of  which  really 
require  a  day  to  itself.     As  ibo  the  land 
question,  certainly  a  day  would  not  be  too 
much  to  devote  to  the  Land  Commission 
and  the  Land   Judges  Court.      Another 
matter  was  the  legal  administration.   The 
Attorney  General  had  been  very  happy 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  because 
he  had   practically  escapea  all  criticism, 
and  yet  under  his  aegis,  the  law  had  been, 
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as  Nationalists  believed,  prostituted,  had 
been  partial  in  its  operation,  and  put  to 
uses  which  the  House,  if  it  were  to  hear 


would  not  have  misspent  a  moment 
of  time.  He  thought  Lord  Spencer 
went  to  the  root  of  the  whole  question 


the  whole  truth,  and  acted  impartially,  |  when  he  pointed  out  thai  the  reason 
would  condemn.  Surely  a  day  for  the  [  why  Ireland  required  Home  Rule  was 
subject  would  not  be  too  much.  because  the  laws  for  Ireland  were  made 

Then  there  was  the  great  question  |  by  other  people,  and  no  people  ought 
of  the  Ix>cal  Government  Board.  Four  to  be  expected  to  obey  laws  which 
years  ago  an  absolutely  new  svstem  of ,  they  did  not  make.  If  thev  wanted 
local  government  was  established  in  ,  obedience  to  those  laws  in  Ireland  they 
Ireland  which  involved  quite  a  revolu- '  must  have  th -m  made  and  approved 
tiouary  change.  Larger  powers  were  of  by  the  people  themselves.  How 
given  to  local  bodies  and  to  the  central  could  it  justly  be  Siud  that  they 
authorities.  Those  were  matters  which  bad  too  much  time  already  to  devote 
ought  to  be  discussed  year  after  year,  to  the  discussion  of  s-ich  vital  questions  ] 
not  sim^y  for  one  dav,  but  for  severa  He  did  not  beHeve  that  they  over  mis- 
days.  If  they  had  an  Irish  ParUament '  spent  a  moment  discussing  any  Irish 
they  would  not  bother  their  heads  about  ,  business.  r  •      n 

such  matters  as  Fashoda  and  foreign  I  From  the  point  of  view  of  intellectual 
policy,  and  the  five  days  they  were  ask-  interest  in  the  debates,  every  hon. 
ing  for  could  be  profitably  devoted  to  Member  ought  to  support  this  Amend- 
the  subject*  he  had  mentioned.  There  |  ment.  He  had  watched  the  operation 
were  many  matters  which  now  received  of  Supply  since  1885,  and  he  had  seldom 
no  attention  at  all.  Apart  from  the :  found  much  interest  attaching  to  an 
considerations  he  had  urged  there  were  *  English  debate  during  that  time,  except 
many  other  reasons  why  they  should  i  in  regard  to  foreign  questions.  I  pon 
have  more  time  devoted  to  Irish  Supply,  i  other  English  questions  nobody  ever 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  said  '  said  anything  which  was  worth  listening 
tliat  the  Irish  Members  had  other  oppor-  to,  and  they  never  succeeded  m  getting 
tunities  of  debating  Irish  affairs,  such  as  ,  any  reduction  or  any  reform  m  the 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  I  administration,  except  in  recent  years 
and  that  they  always  took  advantage  of  through  the  efforts  of  the  Member  for 
other  occasions.  The  right  hon.  Gentle-  j  King's  Lynn.  He  was  the  only  English 
man  seemed  to  forget  that  under  the  '  Member  who  threw  any  humour  into 
new  Rules  those  opportunities  would  be  I  the  debate.  When  Scotch  debates 
further  abridged,  and  the  right  of  mot- '  came  on  they  were  so  dull  that  few 
ing  the  adjournment  would  be  largely  Members  would  sit  in  the  House  at 
curtailed,  if  not  absolutely  aboH.^hed.  i  all,  and  it  was  only  when  they  came  to 
The  fact  that  they  had  those  oppor- 1  Welsh  or  Irish  questions  that  they  got 
tunities  in  the  past  was  no  argument  I  intellectual  interest  and  interesting 
for  not  giving  them  more  of  such  oppor-    debates.     Therefore,   from  the  point  of 


tunities  m  the  future. 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said 
that  the  Irish  Members  made  bad  use 


view  of  intellectual  interest,  not  a 
single  Member  of  this  House,  Scotch  or 
EngUsh,   ought    to    vote    against    this 


of  their  time  by  debating  trivial  points    Amendment.     He  had  great  pleasure  in 
instead  of  the  larger  subjects,  but  what    supporting  it,  although  he  did  not  a^rce 


that  such  a  limit  should  be  placed  upon 
the  time  available  for  the  discussion  of 
Irish  grievances. 


amount  of  time  did  they  get  altogether  1 

Four  days  at  the  most  and  only  three 

days  last  session.     He  protested  against 

the  statement  that  they  wasted  time,  for 

they  never  misspent  a    moment.    The  j      Mr.     COGHILL     (Stoke-upon-Trent) 

Fubjectfl  discuased  on  those  three  day.*;  |  said    he   hoped  the  First    Lord   of    the 

last  year   were  questions  of    first-class  '  Treasury  would  not  accept  this  Ain^nd- 

importance.    They  involved  such  ques-    ment,    for   the    Irish    Members  already 

tionfl  as  the  administration  of  the  law    came  off  very  well  in  regard  to  the  time 


in  Ireland  and  the  Land  Judges  Court, 
And  had  they  spent  six  days  instead  of 
three   debating    those    questions    they 


allotted  to  Irish  Supply.  Upon  Irish 
nights  few  English  Members  put  in  an 
appearance   unless  there  was  a   count, 
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and  at  11.50  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  came  in  and  moved  the 
Closure.  If  the  total  number  of  dajrs 
allotted  to  Supply  was  to  be  increased,  by 
all  means  let  hon.  Members  opposite 
have  full  scope  for  discussion,  but  if  the 
number  of  days  was  to  be  limited  to 
twenty,  he  thought  the  Irish  Members 
were  making  an  unfair  demand  by  this 
proposal.  Irish  Members  had  already 
far  greater  representation  than  any 
other  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
if  they  got  three  days  out  of  a  total  of 
twenty,  he  thought  they  would  do  very 
well  indeed.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  go  out  of  his  way 
to  inflict  any  more  days  for  Irish  Supply 
upon  his  long-suffering  supporters  on 
the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House.  If 
more  days  were  to  be  given  to  Supply 
he  was  quite  willing  that  the  Irish 
Members  should  have  some  portion 
of  the  extra  number.  His  opinion  was 
that  the  whole  of  these  Rules  were 
bad,  and  this  Rule  was  one  of  the  worst 
of  all.  He  was  altogether  opposed  to 
these  Rules,  and  he  meant  to  vote  against 
them  in  the  Division  Lobby. 

♦(5.40.)  Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone.  N.) 
said  he  wished  to  state  why  he  should 
support  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  South  Tyrone.  He 
thought  they  were  asking  for  very  little 
by  this  Amendment.  The  question  was 
whether  five  days  was  a  reasonable  pro 
portion  of  time  for  the  discussion  of  Irish 
grievances.  He  could  not  agree  with 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  his 
under-estimate  of  the  importance  of 
Supply.  Last  evening  he  interrupted  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  the  remark : 
"  What  is  the  use  of  Supply  at  all  ] " 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  then 
arguing  that  not  a  penny  was  ever  saved 
hy  the  protracted  discussions  upon  the 
Estimates.  He  had  always  been  taught 
that  the  first  thing  to  do  in  ordei  to 
protect  the  constitution  was  to  guard 
the  public  purse,  to]  guard  and  watch 
Supply,  and  thus  prevent  extravagance 
in  those  entrusted  with  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs.  That  was  the  first 
business  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and 
in  his  opinion  it  was  far  more  important 
than  any  legislation.  He  had  always 
disapproved  of  this  Sessional  Order, 
which  was  simply  for  the  convenience  of 

Mr,  CoghUL 


MembeiB  of  Pariiament,  who  came  there 
to  answer  their  own  purposes,  whatever 
their  professed  object  might  be  in  seeking 
the  honour  of  being  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  whole  object  of  this  Rule  wu 
to  give  those  hon.  Members  more  leisure, 
and  security  that  they  would  always  be 
free  on  the  1 2th  of  August. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  discussing 
the  whole  Rule.  The  only  question 
before  the  House  is  as  to  the  time  to  be 
given  to  Irish  Supply. 

♦Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  that,  while  he 
disapproved  of  the  limit  of  twenty  days, 
it  was  no  argument  against  this  Amend- 
ment to  say  that  five  days  was  too  large 
a  proportion  to  ask  for.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  Irdand  had  peculiar 
claims  in  connection  with  this  question 
of  Supply,  because  the  great  majority 
of  the  Members  of  the  House  themselves 
admitted  that  they  were  wholly  ignorant 
of  the  condition  of  Ireland,  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  Irish  people 
lived,  and  under  which  the  law  wss 
administered.  It  was  only  through  the 
mediiun  of  argument  in  the  Houm  of 
Commons,  in  the  debates  on  the  Irish 
Estimates,  or  on  Motions  for  the  adjonrn- 
ment  of  the  House,  that  the  representa- 
tives of  Ireland  had  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  to  their  English,  Scotch,  and 
Welsh  coueagues  what  the  true  state  of 
things  was  in  Ireland,  because  the 
Government  of  the  day  were  always 
interested  in  throwing  a  veil  over  what 
was  really  going  on.  There  were  no  news- 
papers in  London  which  really  disclosed 
the  proceedings  taking  place  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Channel.  The  only 
organ  that  did  deal  very  much  with 
Ireland  was  The  Times,  and  that  great 
organ  always  viewed  Irish  questions  with 
a  certain  amount  of  prejudice.  That 
was  the  paper  generally  referred  to  by 
English,  Scotch,  and  Welsh  Members 
when  they  wanted  to  know  what  was 
going  on  in  Ireland.  The  only  check, 
the  rod  in  pickle,  as  it  were,  for  th  various 
departments  in  Dublin  Castle — and  any 
one  who  knew  what  was  going  on  behind 
the  scenes  in  Ireland  knew  that  he  wss 
telling  the  truth — was  the  apprehension 
of  discussion  on  the  Estimates.    If  the 
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EstimatOB  of  some  years  back  were  com- ;  ready  to  listen  to  a  case  fairly  stated 
pared  with  those  of  the  present  day,  it    than    the    House    of    Commons.      He 
would  be  found  that  the  First  Lord  of   accepted  that  statement.     He  thought 
the  Treasury,  so  far  from  being  warranted   ths  was  a  verv  tolerant,   patient,  and 
in  his  statement  that  no  economy  was  '  kindly    Assembly,    but    m    order    to 
ever  achieved  by  discussion  on  the  Irish   hare  good   temper  in  the  smdience  it 
Estimates,   was   very    much    mistaken.  \  was  necessary  first  to  have  the  audience. 
For   example,   the  law  charges  in   Ire-  \  It  was  a  slight  condition  precedent  of 
land,     which    a     few    years    ago    ran '  which   the    First   Lord   did    not    quite 
up    to  £170,000,   had    been    gradually  ,  take  adequate  notice.    The  First    Lord 
reiduoed  by  the  operation  of  the  criticism  |  held  a  great  official  position  in  the  House 
of    the  Nationalist  Members,  and  now  !  and  was  a  man  of  distingui^hed  Parlia- 
they  amounted  to  between  £66,000  and   mentary  abiUty.     The  result  i%as  that 
£70,000.    That  might  be  called  cheese-   the  mere  fact  of  the  First  Lord  rising 
paring,  but  it  had  b^n  done  by  criticism.  '  iu    his  place  was  sufficient  to  bring  a 
They  had  now  entered  upon  a  state  of   larger  audience  to  the  House  to  hear 
vandalism    so     far     as     constitutional    his  speech,   whether   the   reasoning   of 
government  was  concerned.    They  had  <  the  speech  was  good  or  bad,  or  whether 
the   old,  old  story  renewed — an  extin-   the  cause   was  good  or   bad.    But,  as 
guisher  was  to  be  put  on  Irish  Members,    a  matter   of    fact,    Irish   debates    took 
so  that  they  could  not  complain  in  the   place  in  the  presence  of  empty  Benches, 
discussion  of  the  Estimates  of  any  of  the  '  unless  they  happened  to  have  something 
abuses  which  were   perpetrated  by  the '  of    the    personal    character     and    the 
various  agents  of  the  law  in  Ireland.  \  Donnybrook   air   which    gave    them   a 
Five  days  were,  in  his  opinon,   inade- '  festive   interest    for   English    Members, 
quate  for  the  discussion  of    the  Irish    When    the    First    Lord    concluded    his 
Estimates,    but  they   must  take  what   oounsek    of    perfection    to    the    Irish 
they  could  get,  and  as   the  House  had   Members,  one  of  their  number  got  up 
adopted  the  other  part  of  the  Rule  it '  to     speak,     but     the     audience     that 
would  be  perhaps  unreasonable  to  ask   assembled  to  Usten    to  the   right  hon. 
for   more.     The  Irish  Parliament  was ,  Gentleman   found    sbmething  better  to 
taken  from  them,  but  they  retained  here   clo  in   other  parts  of  the   House.     He 
some  of   the  constitutional  rights  that   did    not   Uame   the   House  for  it.      It 
existed    from    the    earliest     period    of    ^ss  in  the  nature  of  the  case.     It  waa 
English  history.    One  of  those  rights  in   one  of    the  misfortunes    of    the   whole 
the    Irish    Parliament    was    unlimited   situation.     It  was  perfectly  impossible 
opportunity  of  stating  grievances  and   to  expect  an   audience   of   Engfishmen 
restraining  over-taxation.    That   ought ;  to  be  as  much  interested  in  the  parochial 
to  be  one  of  their  rights  in  this  Parlia-   aflfairs  of  Ireland  as  the  Irish  were  in 
mmt.    Ireland  was  now  burdened  with    those  matters.      The  hon.   Member  for 
£3,000,000  more  annual  taxation  than  it    Stoke-upon-Trent  was  perfectly  justified 
ought  to  pay,  and  therefore  the  Irish  Mem-    in  the    somewhat  lucid   description   he 
bers  were  more  interested  than  those  from  j  gave  of  Irish  debates.    What  happened 
En^nd,  Scotland,  or  Wales  in  keeping    was  reducing  Irish  discussion  to  a  farce 
a  tight  hold  on  the  public  expenditure. ,  and  a  nulUty.     The  same  observationa 
The  poverty  of  Ireland  was  a  byword.  |  apjJied  a  great    deal  more  to    Scotch 
The  Government  were  bringing  forward   debates.      Irish  debates   did    sometimea 
a  tax  upon  meal«  which  was  now  a  first   attract  an  audience,  but  Scotch  debatea 
necessity  of  Ufe  in  Ireland.    They  were    had  the  irresistible  power — as    if  there 
DOW  putting  a  gag  on   Irish  Members '  was    a  cry  of  leprosy  in  the  land-  of 
which  would  prevent  them  from  criticis- 1  expelHng  every  Member  from  the  House 
log  the  administrative  work  of  Dublin  ;  except  the  Scotch  Members.     But  there 
Castle  and  other  departments.  was  this  difference,  that  Scotch  ques- 

/xKrt\%#     ny    T%    rxti-i/-ix-i^Trx« /T .        i  tious,   as  a   rulc,  wcre   decided  by  the 

J.^*^.f*^^^•  -^-.u^  ^.^^^^^^^'^t.'"-   ™«Jority  of  Scotch  Member., 
pool,  Scotland)  said  the  First  Lord  of  the 

Treasury  had  offered  ^ome  advice,  and,  '  He  thought  these  debates  on  Procedure 
by  way  of  enforcing  it,  declared  that  I  would  serve  a  useful  purpose,  not  alto- 
there  was  no  audience  in  the  world  more '  gether    contemplated     when    the    new 
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Rules  were  introduced.  The  First  Lord  o'clock  in  the  morning  in  order  to  sec 
tonight  confessed  that  he  had  a  good  |  the  sights  of  London  without  any  injury 
deal  of  sympathy  with  the  Irish  case.  ,  to  his  health.  Everyone  who  had  seen 
If  '  sympathy  could  save  Ireland,  she  I  that  most  extraordinary  sight  knew  that 
would  be  one  of  the  happiest  and  most  \  there  was  centred  the  most  extraordinary 
prosperous  countries  in  the  world;  but  congestion  of  traffic  in  London.  The 
sympathy  without  relief,  as  the  old  huge  vegetable  carts  piled  with  v^e- 
proverb  said,  was  very  much  Hke  tables  required  poUce  direction  to  make 
mustard  without  beef.  The  First  Ix)rd  business  possible.  He  found,  to  his 
had  adiuitted  that  Ireland  had  a  claim  surprise,  a  policeman  actually  conde- 
on  the  attention  of  the  Housfi  which  I  scending  to  argue  with  the  drivers, 
did  not  exist  in  the  case  of  England,  The  policeman  said  to  one, '*  You  cannot 
Scotland,  or  Wales.  Ireland  had  a  I  go  there,"  and  to  another,  *'  Don't  you 
centraUsed  government,  and  a  system  '  see  you  cannot  do  that  1"  The  argument 
of  administration  by  officials  who  in  Ireland  would  be  a  blow  from  a 
were  not  only  irresponsible  to  Irish  b&ton  by  a  policeman  without  a  number, 
opinion,  but  hostile  to  it,  and  there-  and,  therefore,  incapable  of  being 
fore  the  one  tribunal  before  which  identified ;  and,  even  if  identified,  he 
they  could  bring  that  body  was  this  would  be  protected  by  all  the  powers  of 
House.  The  action  of  an  English  police-  Dublin  Castle.  Therefore  the  question 
man  or  magistrate  was  not  brought  i  of  the  police  was  one  which  the  Irish 
before  the  House  except  in  rare  instances.  !  Members  should  bring  before  the  House 
That  was  done  in  the*  Cass  case  some  of  Commons  as  the  only  tribunal  which 
years  ago,  and  the  House  rightly  re-  could  deal  with  it.  Then,  again,  the  new 
garded  what  occurred  as  an  invasion  of  i  Technical  Department,  a  most  important 
personal  liberty.  If  Cass  cases  were  as  and  a  most  useful  Department,  which 
common  in  England  as  cases  of  police  all  sections  of  the  House  combined  in 
violence  in  Ireland,  there  would  not  be  passing,  had  been  in  existence  for  three 
a  week  when  the  adjournment  of  the  years,  but  had  never  been  discussed  in 
House  would  not   be  moved  in  order  to  i  this  House. 

bring  forward  complaints  of  interference  So  it  went  on  frotn  year  to  year.  The 
with  personal  liberty.  The  Government  •  Police  Service  in  Ireland,  the  Land  Cora- 
of  Ireland,  from  the  necessities  of  the  mission,  the  Landed  Estates  Court,  depart- 
'<»se,  was  one  of  the  most  paternal  in  the  i  ments  all  going  down  to  everv  hearth 
world.  What  he  meant  by  that  was  and  home  in  Ireland,  remained  undis- 
that  It  attempted  to  do  more  than  that  cussed.  What  was  the  reason  ?  The  right 
of  any  other  country  in  the  world,  hon.  Gentleman  said  they  had  no  time.  He 
Every  cottage  and  home  in  Ireland  was  admitted  the  grievance,  but  declared  he 
practically  brought  under  the  survey  was  helpless.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
-and  influence  of  the  law,  and  therefore  said  that  there  were  only  twentv-three 
the  Irish  Members  ought  to  have  oppor-  days  altogether,  and  that  he  thought 
tunities  for  adequate  discussion  in  this  three  days  was  a  scant  allowance  to 
House.  Man>  hon.  Members  opposite  Ireland,  that  four  days  would  be  a 
represented  great  English  towns.  They  I  more  reasonable  allowance,  and  he  did 
were  perfectly  safe  with  their  police,  not  even  exclude  the  five  days  pro- 
They  had  a  Watch  Committee  in  every  posed  hy  the  Amendment,  but  yet 
municipality  to  protect  the  liberties  of  that  he*  had  no  remedy.  He  was 
the  people  against  police  violent,  and  i  rather  disappointed  at  the  whole  attitude 
the  police  were  the  subjects  and  creatures  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  towards 
of  the  municipalities.  In  Ireland  the  the  Rules.  [Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  :  I 
police  were  as  independent  of  public  am  not]  His  hon.  friend  said  he 
opmion  as  if  they  were  dealing  with  ^g  not.  He  was  of  a  more  sanguine 
anarchists  and  Nihilists  in  the  streets  of  and  just  temperament  than  his  hon. 
St.  Petersburg,  instead  of  being  in  what  friend,  who,  though  a  most  genial 
was  supposed  to  be  a  free  country.  The  man.  had  a  certain  fund  of  scepticism 
first  place  he  visited  when  he  came  to  ,  and  cynicism  in  his  political  character, 
London  was  Covent  Garden  Market,  which  he  did  not  sympathise  with.  He 
He  was  then  able  to  stop  up  until  five  I  thought  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Mr,  T,  P,  O'Connor, 
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undertook  the  question  of  remodelling 
the  ancient  machinery  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  would  have  displayed  a 
more  strenuous  spirit.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  speech  after  speech, 
and  calculation  after  calculation  ;  but 
what  did  they  all  come  to?-that  the 
machinery  of  the  House  was  bad,  had 
been  bad,  would  never  be  anything  but 
bad,  for  the  discharge  of  business.  Th»^ 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  eulo;[ry  for 
the  past,  and  no  hope  for  the  future  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  That  was  not 
the  proper  spirit  in  which  to  approach 
the  <|uestion.  When  all  wa-?  said  and 
done,  the  House  of  Commons  was  the 
great  inspiring  force  from  which  ought 
to  radiate  the  whole  Government  of  a 
great  and  expanding  Empire  ;  and  when 
an  opportunity  occurred,  as  it  had 
occurred  in  connection  with  the  Rules,  of 
restoring  to  that  Assembly  the  dignity 
and  |>ower  which  by  admission  it  had  , 
lost,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to 
have  approached  it,  not  in  a  spirit  of 
fmthetic  despair,  but  of  strenuous  energy 
and  hope,  so  that  its  machinery  might  - 
be  made  e(|ual  to  the  demands  upon  it. 


He  did  not  intend  to  be  disrespectful  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  -he  hoped  he 
never  was — but  the  tone  of  pessimism 
displayed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
almost  reminded  him  of  that  sub-acid 
flavour  they  occasionally  found  in  the 
conversation  of  a  jaded  professional 
beauty  just  on  the  wane.  Somehow  or 
other,  she  did  not  find  the  world  as 
blight,  as  gay,  and  as  hopeful  as  it  used 
to  be.  Men  were  not  what  they  used  to 
be  in  the  olden  time,  and  their  admiration 
was  not  so  ready.  That  was  not  the 
spirit  in  which  one  of  the  foremost 
figures  of  the  Empire  should  approach 
such  a  great  question  as  that  of  fashion- 
ing the  machinery  of  this  House  to  meet 
the  wants  and  needs  uf  a  great  Empire. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  May  I  make 
an  appeal  to  the  House  to  come  to  a 
decision  on  this  Amendment,  which  haa 
been  discussed  at  considerable  length. 

(6.8.)     Question  put. 

The  Hou'=«e  divided:  —  Ayes,  135; 
Noes,  218.     (Division  List  No!  133.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.  E. 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
AHen,Cliar!e8  P.  (Gloac.Stroad 
A-iher,  Alexander 
Atherley-Jonea,  L. 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Mlake,  Eilwaid 
Bryce,  Kt.  Hoo.  James 
B'lVoH,  John 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
(Vine,  William  Sproaton 
Ctldwell,  James 
Camemn,  Rolnirt 
C^mpliell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Car^nll,  Patrick  Ciro.  Hamilton 
CnUHton,  Richard  Knight 
Clianning;  Fr«nci«  AlLston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
CraiR,  Roliert  Hunter 
Crea's  Eugene 
C rem  hie,  John  William 
DaWea,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Pelany,  William 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
EmmoU,  Alfred 
Eftmonde,  Sir  Thonuw 
Evans,  Saraoel  T.  (Glamoigan) 
p«nwick,  Charles 


AYES. 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Monro  (Leith) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Fitzmaiiriee,  Lord  Exlmond 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Gilhool) ,  James 

(Joddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  Corrie 

Grey,  Sir  K^hvard  (Berwick) 

tiurdon.  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hahlane,  Hichnrd  Burdon 

Hammond,  John 

Harcourt,  lit.  Hn.Sir  William 

Harmssworth,  R.  Leicester 

Hayueu,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charlen  Seale- 

Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 

Hobhouse,C.  E.  H.  ( Brlsud,  E. ) 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,  Wil  liam(Camarvonsh' re 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kennedy,  Patrick  James 

Kinloch,  Sir  JohnGeorgeSmy  th 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Lambert,  (leor^e 

IjOamy,  Edmund 

Leese,  Sir  Joseph  F.  (Accrington 

Iieigh»  Sir  Joseph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 


London,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  S^^ift 
Mac\'eagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Cann,  James, 
M'Crae,  George 
M*Hugli,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kc'in,  John 

M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Manstietd,  Horace  Rendall 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thori)^ 
Mather,  William 
Mooney,  J -dm  J. 
Morgan,  J.  Llovd(Canuarthpn) 
Morley,  Charles  (Brecont>hii'e) 
Mo-8,  Samuel 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  Sooth) 
Norton,  Cape.  Ce<*il  William 
Nu?»ey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Kendal  (Tipper  ary  Mid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (LiverpotJ) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O' Kel  I  v,James(  Ro^  common,N. 
O'Malfey.  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaaghnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  George  Wm.  (ReadiDgV 
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Peftse,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Pickard,  Benjamin 

Pine,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Jotieph 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

R»Gt,  Rus-^ell 

Keddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 

Kicg,  Richard 

RolMrts,  John  H.  ( Denbigh t) 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 


{COMMONS} 

Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Shee'ian,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Soare;!,  Ernest  J. 
Steveni*on,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Thomas,  F.Freeman><Hasting8 
Thompson,DrEC(  \fonagh'n,N 
Thomson,  F,  W.  (Yerk,  W.  R. 
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White.  Luke  (York,  E.  R. 
Whiteley,  George  (York,W.R 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  ( York,  W.  R. ) 
Young,  Samuil 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  and  Mr. 
Dillon. 


NOES. 


Adand-  Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
AUhu^nn,  Augustu^H'nr  vEden 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arkwrtght,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold- Fornter.  Hugh  O. 
Atkirison,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John 
B%^ot,  Capt.  JoscelineFitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain.  Colonel  James  Robert 
Bainl,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfoar,RtUnGerald  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry,  Sir  Fran^^isT.  (Windsor) 
Bartiey,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,  Rt  .H  n.SirMichaelHicks 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold.^rrhur 
Blunilell,  Colonel  Henry 
{Bond,  Edward 
tBo'K^wen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  T.  Gibson  (King's Lynn 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Butcher,  John  George 
•Larson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes) 
Cavendi-h.V.C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evehn  (Aston  Manor) 
•Chamberlatn,Rt.  Hn.J.  (Birm.) 
ChamberlaintJ.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chamb«rlayne,T.  (S*thampton 
•Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
•Chapman,  Edward 
Charringto  I,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
-CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.  Sir  JohnCharlesReady 
Corliett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charle?!  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Sarile 
Dalrympie,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  M.Vaughan-(  Cardigan 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dimsdale,  Sir  Joseph  Cockfield 
Dixon-HiitlaadfSirFredDixon 


Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  E>lward 
Durning-Law  enoe,  Sir  Edwin 
Dvke,  Rt.  Hn.  SirWilliamHart 
Ellior,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes  Hon.  AilwynEdward 
Fenrus8on,Rt.  Hn.SirJ  (MancV 
Fititden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher.  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald.  SirRobertPenroec- 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibb^,  HnA.G.  H.(CityofLond. 
Gibbs.  Hon. Vicary(St.  Albans) 
GodBon,SirAugastut  Frederick 
Gordon,  Hon.  J.  £(Elgin&Naim 
Gore,  Hon.GRCOrmsby-(Salop 
(lOre,  Hon.S.  F.Ormsby-(Linc ) 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  EmeMt  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  SirEW(B'rySEdm*nds 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Hamilton,  Mara,  of  ( L'nd'nder*y 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  James(SUflrords,N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Koare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hope,  J .  F.  (Sheffield,  Bri^htoide 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houldt  worth.  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Ho>vard,  J.  (Midd., Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hon.  JamesHenryCecil 
J  ebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Kenyon,  Hon.  Geo.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lambton,  Ho.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. 'General 
Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth) 
LawAon,  John  Grant 
Lecky,  RtHn.  WilliamEdw.H. 
Lee,  ArthnrH(Hants.  ,Fareham 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.Hn.  Walter(  Bristol,S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
L3wther,  Rt  Hon.  Jame8( Kent) 


Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Franci8,(  Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.(PortBmou  Jti 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney.  Rt  Hn  W.G.  EIIimmi 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Calmont  CoL  J.  ( Antrim,  E. 
M'KiUop,  James  (Siirlingshire 
Malcolm,  fan 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Max  well,  W.  JH(  Dumfriesshire 
M«ysey-Thompson.  Sir  H.  M. 
Miadlemore,  J  no.  Throgmorton 
Milner,  RtHn.SirFrederiokG. 
Mitchell,  William 
Montam,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
More,  Robt.Ja8per(  Shropshire) 
Morgan,  DavidJ(  WaltbanwtV 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray, RtHn  A  Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
M^era,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Nini>in 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewinff,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parker,  Grilbert 
Pease,  Herbert  Pi ke(  Darlington 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Pierpoiu',  Robert 
Plato-Higgins.,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Fr  tnois  Sharp 
Pretj^man,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robtirt 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  ((vreenook) 
Remnant,  James  FarquJianion 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ridley,  Hn.  M.  W.  (Stalybridge 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hn.  Chas.TbomsoB 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackvilie,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopfoid- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
SetooKarr,  Henry 
Sharpe  WUIiam  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Abel  H4,(  Hertford,  East) 
Smith,HC(North'mb,Tyne8i  e 
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Smith,  James  Parker  (Laoarka) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
SpeiHwr,Sir  E.  (W.  Bn>mwich) 
SU  nley ,  Edward  Jas.  ( Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stewart,SirMiirkJ.  M*Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Sirachey,  Sir  Edward 
Stroyan,  John 
Stmtt,  Hun.  Chyles  Hedley 
Talh'tt,  Lord  £.  TChichester) 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.JG(Oxfd  Univ. 
Tiiorbom,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson.  Wm.  Edw.  Marray 
Tritton,  Charle<9  Ernest 


{25  April  1902} 

Take,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  ViMCOont 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Ck>lonel  C.  £. 
Wason,JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Welhy,Lt.-Col.ACE(Taunton) 
Welby.SirCharlesG.  £.  (NoMt 
Whileley,H.(AilitQBmd.Lyiie 
Whitmore,  Charles  Aleemon 
Williams,  Colonel  R  (Horset) 
Williams,  Osra^nd  (Me*  ioneth) 
Williams,  RtHn  JPowell(Birm 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wibion,A.Stanley  ( York,  E.  R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
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Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Woroesre«h.N. ) 
WilsonTodd.Wm.  H.  (Yorks) 
Wodehoase,Kt.  Hn.  E.  R  (Bath) 
Wolff.  Gnstav  WUhelm 
Worsley -Taylor,  Hor>ry  Wilson 
Wortl^y,  Rr.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stnart- 
WyiM^hiimgiiin.  Major  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstronir 
Younger,  William 


Tkllrrs  for  thk  Noks— 
Sir  WUlUm  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstnither. 


(6.24.)  Mb.  CHANNING  (Northamp- 
tonshire, K)  said  the  object  of  the 
Amendmeut  which  he  now  proposed 
to  move  was  essentially  a  practical  one. 
The  most  salient  fact  of  the  Supply 
Rule  during  the  few  years  that  it  had 
been  in  operation  was  that,  although  the 
Government  had  given  a  large  amount 
of  time — he  was  almost  tempted  to  think 
too  much — for  the  discussion  of  Supply, 
the  whole  time  was  really  given  to  Second 
Reading  discussions  of  five  or  six  different 
questions.  The  whole  character  of  dis- 
cussion in  Supply,  of  dealing  with  the 
details  one  by  one,  and  with. as  lar^ 
a  number  of  questions  as  could  reasonably 
be  brought  under  discussion,  had  been 
put  on  one  side.  The  Amendment  made 
two  suggestions  which  he  hoped  the 
House  would  consider  practical.  The 
first  was  that  all  Motions  put  down  by 
hon.  Members  in  Committee  of  Supply 
should  be  arranged  and  classified  by 
Mr.  Speaker  or  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means;  that  they  should  draw  up 
from  time  to  time  a  scheme  under  which 
these  Motions  could  be  brought  before 
the  House  in  consecutive  order.  He  did 
not  suggest  that  the  exact  proportion 
of  time  to  be  given  to  each  discus- 
sion should  be  fixed,  as  he  did  not 
think  that  would  be  convenient;  but 
he  thought  that  they  would  be  going 
a  step  further  in  the  direction  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intended  to 
go  when  he  first  introduced  this  Rule  by 
passing  this  Amendment.  He  did  not  see 
any  supreme  difficulty  in  Motions  being 
classified  from  time  to  time  with  the 
advice  and  suggestion  of  the  Gk>vemment 
Whips  in  consultation  with  the  other 
Whips  of  the  House  ;  and  he  had  intro- 
duced into  the  Amendment  the  words 
"unless  the  House  otherwise  directs," 
because  a  cast-iron  rule  of  this  kind 
would  defeat  the  object  he  had  in  view. 


To  facilitate  that  object  he  had  inserted 
in  the  last  line  of  the  Amendment  condi- 
tions with  regard  to  those  who  brought 
Motions  before  the  Committee  that  were 
not  in  existence  now.  That  was  to  say 
that  instead  of  giving  simply  the  heading 
of  the  Vote  as  was  now  done,  hon. 
Members  should  surest  the  object  of 
their  Motion.  He  mud  never  troubled 
the  House  much  in  Supply,  but  he  had 
noticed  that  whenever  he  had  put  down 
a  Motion  for  a  reduction  it  was  the 
practice  of  the  head  of  the  Department 
which  the  reduction  concerned  to  come 
and  ask  what  was  the  object  of  the 
reduction.  That  information  was  always 
^ven,  and  he  thought  it  would  facilitate 
discussion  in  Committee  of  Supdy  if 
hon.  Members  put  down  on  the  raper 
the  intention  with  which  they  moved  a 
reduction.  A  Motion  should  be  specific 
in  its  character.  He  had  no  desire,  in 
urgingthe  acceptanceof  this  Amendment, 
to  repeat  the  arguments  which  had  been 
stated  again  and  again  as  to  the  general 
nature  of  these  Rules  and  the  object  of 
passinc^  them,  but  he  did  insist  most 
strongly  on  this  aspect  of  the  working 
of  the  Rules.  The  real  idea  of  this 
Amendment  was  that  instead,  of  proceed- 
ing at  once,  as  it  was  conceivable  we 
might  be  forced  to  proceed  in  times  to 
come,  to  the  time  limit  that  had  been 
introduced  into  the  American  Assembly, 
it  would  be  better  to  have  a  series  of 
Motions  placed  upon  the  Paper  author- 
itatively for  a  particular  day.  He 
thought  that  if  these  Motions  were 
specific,  and  if  they  were  [daced,  with 
the  authority  of  the  Chair  and  the 
House  generally,  in  a  specific  order  on 
the  Paper,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  placed  in  a  strong  position  to 
apply  to  the  House  to  conclude  a  discus- 
sion on   one  subject  and  pass    to  the 
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next.  There  would  be  a  sense  of  fair  j  fetter  the  House  in  a  manner  which  I  do 
play  when  once  the  practice  was  i  not  think  they  would  tolerate.  My  second 
established  that  a  certain  time  would  be  ^  objection  is  as  strong  as  my  first,  though 

fiven  to  every  question  put  down  on  the    perhaps    not  so   easy   to    state   to  the 
'aper  for  a  particular   day.    He  begged  j  House.    I  think  the  proposal  would  throw 
to  move.  upon    Mr.  Speaker   and   the   Chairman 

'  of  Committees  a  responsibility  which  they 
Amendment  proposed —  |  should  not  to  be  asked  to  undertake.    Take 

"  In  line  8,  after  the  word  . » Account/  to  the  Foreign  OfJBce  Vote,  for  instance,  and 
insert  tlie  words  *  wnd,  in  the  conHidera|»ion  of  suppose  the  Speaker  or  the  Chairman  had 
the  Estimates,  Notices  of  Motion  as  t«  any  to  decide  whether  we  should  discuss  China 
Vote,  or  any  Iw-m  in  any  Vote,  unless  the  ^j.  Uganda,  I  do  not  think  it  would  W 
House  otherwise  direct,   Khali   bw  placed    in  .P.     i.  i     ^.u  u  -j 

order  according  to  a  cla,^iHcation  to'^be  made  possible  to  ask  those  who  preside  over 
by  Mr.  Speak t-r  and  the  Chairman  of  Ways  our  deliberations  to  take  upon  themselve* 
and  Means  from  tim**  to  tira**,  a"d  all  such  so  invidious  or  difficult  a  task,  There- 
Notices  of  Motion  shaU  specify  th^  object  for  fore,  though  I  should  like  to  see  some 
which   Ruch    Motion    will   l>e    made.     — (Mr.       i     '.  ..      °-  .      ^.  ^   tt  •  i 

c/ianHina)  elasticity  given  to  the  House  m  regard 

to  the  order  in  which    items  should  l)e 
Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words    discussed,  I  do  not  think  the  plan  pnv 
be  tiiere  inserted."  P*^8^^  ^^  one  to  which  we  could  assent. 

w       *    T    i.ATT7r.rTT.     r       A     .     A        (6.40.)  Mr.  CHARLES   HOBHOUSE 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR :  I  understand  (Bristol,  K.)  said  that  all  would  recog- 
the  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  throw  ^^^^^  ^^^  conciliatory  character  of  the 
upon  the  Speaker  the  task  of  settling  remarks  of  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
the  order  in  which,  not  the  Votes,  but  ^nd  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Motions  on  the  Votes,  are  to  be  would  draw  up  a  form  of  words 
discussed.  embodying    some     such    proposition    as 

I  that     before     the    House.      There    had 

Mr.  CHANNING:  That  a  scheme  been  a  universal  consensus  of  opinion 
should  be  drawn  up  for  classifying  them  that  in  some  way  or  another  the  Motions 
according  to  their  relative  importance.        "PO^.  Estimates  should  be  arranged  and 

classified,  and  surely  it  was  not  beyond 

Mr  a.  j.  BALFOUR :  I  have  a  ^^^  ingenuity  of  the  Government  to 
certain  amount  of  sympathy  with  the  <ievise  a  scheme  for  that  purpose.  There 
aim  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  because  it  is  \a?'  "^  ^0"^^  considerable  force  in  the 
undoubtedly  the  fact  that  sometimes  ?»^J^^i^"  ^o  P^ac^^g^a^  ^'^^^e  and  alnio^t 
really  important  issues  which  the  House  m\^?V^^  responsibility  upon  the  Speaker 
would  like  to  see  desalt  with  are  deferred  ''';^^'''  °^.f^^^^ '  ^^  probably  by  means  of 
bv  some  perfectly  trivial  discussion  on  I  f  Committee  or  by  agreement  between  the 

an  earlier  item.  But  I  do  not  think  the  ^^  ^J"^"^  ^""'^^'^  ^^  '^^  f  <>  «>ff  y^ 
a  1  cttiiici        J    ,      ^,      ,  n     *i  the    House,   an    arrangement    could    he 

plan   proposed   by  the  hon    Gentleman    ^^^^    ^^   ^^   ^^.^^  ^jS   ^^^^.^^^ 

would  be  satisfactory,  for  two  reasons,  i  ^^  i^ J^,  j^  ^^^^  1  ^^  ^^^ 
In  the  first  place,  it  limits  too  severely  p^  ^^^e  could  not  tr^e  anv  words 
the  initiative  of  the  House.  As  1  under-  ^^j^j,  necessitated  a  Motion  relating  t<> 
stand  the  proposal,  nobody  would  be  ^^^e  Estimates  being  put  on  the  Notice 
able  10  start  a  discussion  unless  he  had  p^^^  j^.  ^,^^1^^,  ^^  necessary,  but  it 
on  the  Paper  a  notice  of  Motion.  That  ^^  j^^^  definitely  stated, 
would  doubtless  be  an  immense  con- 
venience to  Ministers,  and  I  may  inci-  ^R.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
dentally  observe  that  the  debiites  m  pointed  out  that  the  Amendment  related 
Supply  would  be  greatly  improved  if  i  to  the  allocation  not  of  Votes,  but  of 
Members  would  tell  the  Minister  con-  Amendments  and  notices  of  Motions  in 
cerned  beforehand  the  points  they  desired  the  nature  of  Amendments  to  the  Votes, 
to  deal  with.  The  Minister  would  then  Such  a  proposal,  he  thought,  would  not 
be  able  to  get  up  his  case,  and  it  woiUd  work.  It  was  absolutely  impossible  to 
be  for  the  general  convenience  of  the 
House.  But  to  say  that  no  discussion 
should  be  started  without  notice  is   to 


Mr,  Channing. 


absolutely  impossible  to 
deprive  Members  of  the  power  of  mo\'ing 
in  Supply  Amendments  which  were  not 
on  the  Paper,  because,  from  the  very  nature 
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of  the  ctse,  circumstances  miffht  arise  I  the  subject  it  desired  todiscuss.  Pos- 
during  a  discussion  which  rendered  an  sibly.  however,  the  latter  part  of  the 
AmeMment  necessary.  That  being  so,  i  Amendment  might  be  adopted  without 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  this  |  leading  to  any  of  the  difficulties  the 
proposal,  because  Mr.  Speaker  or  the  First  Lord  had  referred  to.  It  would 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Nfeans,  to  whom  then  be  necessary,  when  notices  of 
it  was  proposed  to  refer  these  matters,  Amendments  were*  given,  to  state  the 
would  not  have  before  Wm  for  olassificar  speciHc  object  with  which  the  reduc- 
tion Motions  which  miffht  be  of  a  most  tions  were  to  be  moved  At  present, 
important  character.  No  doubt  some  Motions  were  often  put  down  to  reduce 
system    for    the    allocation    of    Votes  ,  th^  gaUry  of  a  certain  official  by  XI 00,  but 

"^1^  ''•i7  A^'u  u*u  ^vT""  ^^^^h  except  the  Member  concerned, 
could  be  devised  by  which  Votes  fc^ew  the  object  of  the  Amendment 
would  be  put  m  such  an  order  lui  to  jhe  Chairmai  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
ensure  each  Vote  cominir  on  m  its  turn :    «.  ^  i    ^*  ji 

and  none  being  habitu-Sy  excluded,  as   ^^  P^"'  very  da«t.c  powers  m  r^d 

.      ^      »i,^^*UA        j*^    calling   on   Members ;    he  was   not 

was    now   the    case,    the    Amendments   ^^^^^ii^^*.^  ^n  ^„  4.1^  li^    k^««  «i, 
..ij . 11    •4.1-1  xj     compeUed  to  call  on  the  Members  whose 

ri~.w^^        ^^     ^*'KP^'•^,»  .'   "»"»««  "tood  fi"t  on  the  Paper,  and  he 
agreed  that   It  would  not  be  nght  to    f^q^ently  exercised   that  dil^^tion,   to 

T?>.    PK  -^  T  f  w       ^^'•/ff  the  great  advantage  of  the  Committee, 

or  the  Cha.rman  of  Ways  and  Means.    ^^^«  ^  ^         ^^  ^  j^  j,      j^ 

Both  were  officers  of  the  House,  with  a    j^ -^  1  ^     _•  ..  ^;       ;    _v  •  l  *» 

»  J    I    r        1  *    J J  *.i.     -«       o    desired  to  raise  a  question  m  which  the 

great  deal  of  work  to  do,  and  the  amount    r*^ ...  ^         ^    ^  ,.     1    1     .  ^       ^  j 

^,,,.,1  ..         !•!  iju     CJomraittee  were  particularly  interested. 

of  detailed  examination  which  would  be  1  m,  ^  pu„;,^««  -J^u  k^  «ki    ♦    ^w^,«:-^ 

•    J  :     *i-    J'    u  ^        *  *!-•    J  4,    '  1"®  Chairman  would  be  able  to  exercise 

required  m  the  discharge  of  this  duty    .t  ^.    ^  ^ ,     _         r«^  1      r    ♦u 

V*..        i.4.1  *„         *u  Tx    that  power  much    more  freely   if    the 

ought  not  to  be  put  upon  them  If ,  ^^ticeTof  reduction  stated  in  a  few 
upon  anybody  It  should  be  "Pon  a  Com-    ^^^^  ^^  .  jg      ^.  j  .  ,j 

^^a'  t°i  '^  "K  P  ?r°i  '  .  a>«o  be  for  tfcT general  Convenience  of 
should   be  uj«n    the    Public   Accounts   jj,^  jj^^^      g  «  ^^     ^         ^  ^   ^^ 

Committee.     Even  then,  he  had  senous ,  «.•!.♦  u^«  n^  ♦!  ij  /  ^^    ui 

«     ,  *  *        u  ♦u       •*  -.     ij         1      nght  hon.  Gentleman  would  favourably 

doubts  as  to  whether  it  would  work. ,    ^^^,j^    ^u^  1  .^^,        «.  ^r  *u     a      «j 
Tu    ir  a.        -1.4.1^  J  u    a.  1  •      '  consider  the  latter  part  of  the  Amend- 

rhe  Votes  might  be  arrang  d  by  taking    ^.^j.*. 

them  from  the  beginning  one  year,  and  , 
from  the  end  the  next;  or  to  take  the 

first  Vote  first  in  one  year,  the  second  ^^^-  CHAPLIN  agreed  with  the  objec 
Vote  first  in  the  next  year,  and  so  on.  ^"^^^  which  had  been  taken  to  the  first 
At  any  rate,  he  should  think  some  plan  ,  P'^rt  of  the  Amendment  He  was 
could  be  devised  by  which  the  Votes,  wholly  opposed  to  the  responsibiUty  of 
each  in  its  turn,  should  necessarily  come  deciding  on  the  relative  importance  of 
under  review  in  a  favourable  position  different  Amendments  being  thrown 
before  Committee  of  Supply.  It  was,  no  '  ^?^^  ^^^  Speaker  or  any  official  of  the 
doubt,  a  serious  defect  in  our  present  House.  The  second  part  of  the  Amend- 
•ystem,  but  he  did  not  think  the  hon.  .  "^^nt,  however,  stood  on  a  totally 
Member's  proposal  would  work  satis- '  different  footing.  The  course  there 
factorily,  and  he  should,  therefore,  vote  |  proposed  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
against  it.  ^^^    House    and    enormously    to    the 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Ebimletd,  Poplar)  said  that,  while 
it  was  clear  the  particular  Amend- 
ment   before    the    House     would    not 


convenience  of  Ministers.  Speaking 
from  his  own  experience  at  the  Lociu 
Government  Board,  he  knew  that 
Ministers  frequently  had  to  exercise 
great  activity  in  order  to  ascertain  the 


meet  the  object  they  had  in  view,  |  points  that  were  going  to  be  raised  in 
it  was  evident  that  there  was  a  |  the  discussion  of  the  Votes  of  which  they 
general  feeling  in  favour  of  something  i  were  in  charge.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
being  done  in  the  direction  of  classifying  !  his  right  hon.  friend  would  undertake 


the  different  items  under  particular 
heads,  so  that  the  House  should  have 
under  its  control  more  than  at  present 


to  consider  some  proposal  for  giving 
effect  to  the  sense  of  the  second  part  of 
the  Amendment. 


VOL.  CVI.  [FouBTH  Sebiw.]  3  F 
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Mr.    JOSEPH    A.    PEASE     (Essex, 
Saffron  Walden)  said  it  was  not  alwajrs 
easy  to  indicate  in  a  few  words  the  matter 
a  Member  desired  to  bring  forward    He 
might  desire  to  allude  to  the  incapacity 
of   a   Minister,    and  it    would   be   very 
difficult  for   him  specifically  to  mention 
that  on  the   Paper.    It   was,  however, 
very  desirable   that   a  Minister  should 
have  some  intimation  Juvrc; el i and  of ,  the 
subjects  to  be  raised^     It  won  hi  also  be  , 
for  the  advantage  of  the  Committee    if 
when  one  reduction  had  been  moved,  no 
other  subject  should  be  permitted  to  be 
brought  forward  until    that  particular 
reduction  had    been  disposed  of.     Fr^ 
quently   when   a  reduction    had    been  ' 
moved  to  call  attention  to  a  particular  ' 
matter,   say    China,    another    Member  I 
would  rise  in   his  place  and  discuss  the  ' 
Uganda  Railway,  although  a  reduction  had  I 
actually  been  moved  in  connection  with  j 
China.  He  thought  it  would  help  matters  ' 
very  much  in  the  debate  if  they  could  speak  j 
on  the  subject  upon  which  a  reduction  ' 
had  been  moved. 


every-day  dull  business  which  they  ought 
to  endeavour  to  eet  a  few  business  men 
to  do  in  Supply,  for  the  nation  required 
it  to  be  done. 

Mr.  POWER  (Waterfoni,  K)  agreed 
that  if  this  Amendment  were  carried, 
it  would  be  a  convenience  to  Ministers. 
They  were  not,  however,  sent  to  the 
House  to  consider  the  convenience  of 
Ministers,  but  the  convenience  of  bon. 
Members  at  lar^e,  and  he  ventured  to  saj 
that  the  carrvmg  of  this  Amendment 
would  not  be  for  the  convenience  of  hem. 
Members  at  large.  He  agreed  that  this 
Amendment  threw  a  most  invidious  duty 
upon  the  Chair,  and  he  felt  sure  the 
House  would  agree  with  him  when  he 
said  that  the  less  the  Chair  was  brought 
into  conflict  with  hon.  Members  the 
better. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  appealed 
to  his  hon.  friend  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment,  and  suggested  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  might  deal 
with  the  matter  at  some  later  stage. 


(6.55.)  Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thahet)  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  if  anv- 
thing  of  that  kind  were  done,  it  would 
largely  fetter  the  freedom  of  discussion. 
As  matters  stood  at  present,  if  any  Mem- 
ber moved  a  reduction,  and  spoke  upon 
the  question  of  the  Uganda  Railway,  for 
instance,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
another  hon.  Member  discussing  some 
other  subject. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  thought 
there  was  a  great  deal  in  the  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Thanet.  They 
must  guard  against  the  risk  of  having 
the  whole  twenty  days  of  Supply  ^ven 
up  to  the  discussion  of  special  subjects. 
That  might  be  interesting,  but  it  would 
not  be  an  effective  discussion  of  the 
Estimates.  The  First  Lord  had  stated 
that  he  had  succeeded  in  getting  im- 
portant matters  discussed  in  Supply.  His 
opinion  was  that  they  got  those  subjects 
too  much  discussed,  for  there  was  nothing 
so  important  as  the  details  of  these  tre- 
mendous Votes.  They  should  go  through 
the  Estimates  from  the  first  to  the  last, 
not  necessarily  every  year,  but  at  some 
time,  and  look  at  them  in  a  business-like 
spirit,  from  the  point  of  view  of  this  great 
and  growing  expenditure.      It  was  the 


I  Mr.  CHANNING  said  he  was  quite 
'  willing  to  withdraw  his  Amendment,  and 
I  expressed  the  hope  that  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  woidd  initiate  some  construe- 
I  tive  policy  with  regard  to  this  question  of 

discussion  in  Supply. 

I     Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

,  (7.5.)  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he 
would  now  move  the  Amendment  stand- 
ing in  his  name,  which  provided  that  the 
Vote  or  Votes  to  be  considered  on  each 
Friday  should  be  determined  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Accounts.  At 
present  the  allocation  was  performed 
theoretically  by  the  Leader  of  the  Houf^ 
on  his  own  Motion  and  authority,  but 
no  doubt  in  so  allocating  the  days 
he  had  certain  principles  in  view,  and 
perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
tell  the  House  what  they  were.  His 
practice  seemed  to  be  that  he  placed  the 
Votes  which  gave  the  Government  the 
most  money  first,  and  when  the  Govern- 
ment had  got  as  much  money  as  was 
necessary  for  them  to  carry  on  their 
business  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  then 
began  to  consider  the  Votes  in  the  order 
of  their  public  importance.  If  there 
happened  to  be  great  interest  taken  in 
a  question  of  foreign   policy,  the   right 
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hon.  Oentleman  would  put  down  the 
Foreign  Office  Vote,  or  if  it  was  a 
Colonial  question  he  would  put  down 
the  Colonial  Office  Vote.  The  point  he 
wished  to  raiae  was  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  relieye  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man of  the  duty  of  deciding  these  rival 
claims  by  referring  the  question  to  some 
other  body.  He  thought  that  if  there 
was  to  be  any  Committee  or  any  other 
body  whatever  other  than  the  House 
itself,  it  should  be  the  PubUc  Accounts 
Committee.  He  was  conscious  that  he 
was  making  a  suggestion  which,  if 
carried  out,  would  in  some  measure 
tend  to  rdieve  the  Leader  of  the  House 
of  responsibility  for  some  of  the  business 
of  the  House,  but  it  would  only  apyly 
to  the  days  allocated  to  Supply. 

If  there  was  a  body  to  which  might 
be  committed  the  power  of  allocating 
the  Votes  in  Supply  from  week  to  week 
— and  he  thought  it  would  be  absolutely 
iiii]Kfdsible  to  allocate  them  all  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session — he  thought 
the  PuUic  Accounts  Committee,  with 
its  special  knowledge  of  and  special  com- 
petency in  relation  to  the  Estimates, 
was  the  body  to  whom  the  responsibility 
should  be  entrusted.  This  Committee 
had  always  been  recognised  as  the  body 
to  deal  with  the  Estimates,  and  no 
essential  change  in  the  form  of  Estimates 
could  properly  be  made  without  previous 
consultation  with  the  Committee  on 
Public  Accounts.  He  had  several 
extracts  from  Treasury  Minutes  to 
support  that  contention,  but  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  denied.  If  this 
Amendment  received  favour  in  the  eyes 
of  the  House  the  Committee  on  Public 
Accounts  ^  ould  every  week  receive  those 
appeals  which  were  now  made  to  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  and  would  consider 
them.  Of  course,  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  woukl  readily  recognise  that 
the  Government  must  at  an  early  period 
have  some  of  the  larger  Votes  to  go  on 
with.  The  Committee  would  consider 
the  various  claims  for  interesting  and 
important  subjects  in  connection  with 
the  ^ciiej  of  the  country. 

Mb.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  Would 
they  take  evidence  1 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  the  Com- 
mittee would  take  no  more  evidence  than 
the  Leader  of  the  House  at  present  did. 


They  would  allocate  the  Votes  for  the 
succeeding  week,  and  on  the  Friday  they 
would  give  notice  to  the  House  as  to 
what  Votes  had  been  allocated  for  the 
following  Thursday.  He  was  not  quite 
certain  that  this  was  a  practical  sugges- 
tion, and  he  should  be  glad  if  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
who  was  sitting  opposite,  would  favour 
the  House  with  his  views  upon  this 
question. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  8,  after  the  word  '  shall,*  to  inisett 
the  words  *'be  allocated  each  week  to  snch 
Vote«  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Aoooonts,  and  notice  shall  be  given 
of  the  allocation  so  determined  at  the  Friday 
Bitting  of  each  week,  and  the  allotted  days 
shall.^"— {^r.  Gibson  Bowles,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted/' 

(7.12.)  Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT: 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  expressed  great 
doubts  as  to  the  proposal  he  has  made. 
I  confess  that  I  think  it  would  not  be 
practicable,  and  that  the  only  principle 
we  can  act  upon  is  to  leave  the  whole 
responsibility  of  these  matters  on  the 
Leader  of  the  House.  Whether  or  not 
any  particular  subject  is  one  which  the 
House  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing,  is  a  question  upon  which  he 
has  much  better  mean^  of  ascertaining 
the  views  of  hon.  Members  than  any 
Committee  whatever.  I  do  not  know 
how  a  Committee  would  get  at  the  senti- 
ments of  the  House.  They  might  be 
very  much  divided,  and  that  would  be 
a  very  great  danger.  We  ought  to  have 
one  man  responsible  for  this,  and  if  vou 
trust  the  Leader  of  the  House  I  think  it 
is  far  better. 

Mr.  a  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
1  need  say  anything  on  this  matter. 
My  hon.  friend  has  avowedly  put  this 
forward  rather  as  a  subject  for  the 
House  to  consider  than  a  plan  to  which 
he  is  attached.  He  was  not,  I  think, 
present  in  the  House  when  hk  Amend- 
ment was  discussed  in  connection  with 
the  previous  Amendment,  upon  which 
we  have  already  had  a  big  discussion. 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouthshire,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  although  they  did 
notagree  in  everjrthing,  wereagreedio  this, 
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that  we  should  devolve  on  no  Committee 
of  the  House  the  duties  of  the  Leader  of 
the  House.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  that  work 
devolved  on  a  Committee,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  is  the  general  view  of  the 
House,  and  under  these  circumstances  I 
trust  that  we  will  not  embark  on  what 
would  be  a  very  academic  discussion 
which  would  not  lead  to  any  practical 
result. 

Sir  ARTHUR  H AYTER  (WalsaU)  said 
the  Minister  of  the  Department  must  be 
the  person  to  settle  and  allocate  the  order 
in  which  the  different  items  in  his  Vote 
should  be  taken.  If  there  was  any 
special  question  which  did  not  come 
under  any  particular  item,  the  Secretary 
of  State  could  arrange  to  have  it  taken 
up  on  the  Vote  for  his  own  salary  if 
there  was  a  feeling  in  the  House  that 
the  matter  should  be  discussed.  All 
these  matters  should  be  left  entirely  to 
the  Minister  of  the  Department  who  had 
charge  of  the  Vote,  who  would  indicate 
to  the  Leader  of  the  House  the  day  he 
wanted  for  the  discussion.  As  Chairman 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  he 
said  the  Committee  would  be  unable  to 
accept  the  duty  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed to  cast  upon  it. 

Mr.  QODDARD  (Ipswich)  said  that 
it  would  be  an  unwise  thing  to  take 
away  responsibility  from  the  Leader  of 
the  House  with  regard  to  the  allocation 
of  Votes.  He  objected  to  the  suggestion 
that  the  work  should  be  devolved  on 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  on  the 
ground  that  that  Committee  had  already 
quite  as  much  to  do  as  they  could 
possibly  find  time  for.  If  they  were  to 
undertake  to  allocation  of  the  Votes  in 
the  way  proposed,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  give  to  that  work  a  certain  amount 
of  time  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to 
their  more  legimate  duties.  He  appreci- 
ated the  desire  to  see  a  better  allocation 
of  the  time  in  regard  to  the  Estimates, 
but  he  thought  if  there  was  to  be  any 
real  economy  in  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  country  it  would  not 
be  by  discussing  large  and  important 
items,  but  by  dealing  with  certain  small 
items  which  had  grown  up  in  the  Esti- 
mates by  desrees,  and  which  in  his 
opinion  would  only  be  got  rid  of  by 
degrees! 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfowr. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

(7.22.)  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  moved 
that  the  words  **for  war  expenditure" 
be  left  out  of  the  third  paragraph  of  the 
Standing  Order.  He  explained  that  the 
object  of  this  Antendment  was  to  provide 
that  the  time  devoted  to  the  discussion 
of  all  supplementary  estimates,  whether 
for  war  expenditure  or  any  other  pur- 
pose, should  not  be  counted  in  the  twenty 
or  twenty-three  days  allotted  for  business 
in  Supply.  He  asked  the  House  to  con- 
sider what  would  be  the  effect  of  passing 
the  proposed  Rule  as  it  stood.  They  had 
already  allotted  twenty  days  for  business 
in  Supply,  but  there  were  certain  items 
which,  under  the  Rule,  were  to  be  outside 
of  the  twenty  days'  limit;  and  if  the 
Government  desired  a  vote  in  respect  of 
any  one  of  these  items,  it  was  to  be 
taken  out  of  Government  time,  and  not 
out  of  private  Members*  time.  Conse 
quently  the  one  object  of  the  (Jovem- 
ment  would  be  to  keep  everything  within 
the  twenty  days  if  possible.  But  if  the 
Government  presented  any  supplement- 
ary estimate  it  ought  to  be  outside  of  the 
allotted  days.  The  words  **for  war  ex- 
penditure'* which  he  proposed  to  leave 
out,  were  not,  he  believedf,  in  the  Rule 
when  originally  proposed  as  a  Sessional 
Order,  but  somehow  they  Were  intro- 
duced at  a  later  period. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  When  I  moved 
the  Rule  last  year  it  seemed  to  me  that 
it  was  not  right  that  so  big  a  subject  as 
the  supplementary  War  Estimates  should 
be  included  in  the  twenty  days,  as  thev 
might  raise  questions  of  policy,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  excluded  from  that  com- 
putation. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  wanted 
to  go  further,  and  to  provide  not  only 
that  no  supplementary  estimates  for  war 
expenditure,  but  that  no  supplementary 
Estimates  at  all  ought  to  be  included  in 
the  twenty  days.  A  supplementary 
Estimate  was  a  thing  which,  by  the  rules 
and  traditions  of  the  House,  ought  very 
rarely  to  be  presented ;  but  in  recent 
years  there  had  been  a  great  number  of 
supidementary  Estimates.    He  was  not 
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prepared  to  say  that  supplementary 
£8timateB  were  always  wrong.  There 
were  occasions  when  unexpected  ex- 
penditure had  to  be  provided  for.  Whose 
time  was  to  suffer  when  such  Estimates 
were  brought  forward  1  Surely  not  the 
time  of  priyato  Members,  which  was 
already  far  too  small.  Nor  should  the 
time  be  taken  out  of  what  he  regarded 
as  the  already  insufficient  twenty  days. 
If  the  Estimate  was  supplementary  so 
should  the  day  be  supplementary.  This 
was  a  reasonable  Amendment,  and 
would  only  restore  the  Rule  to  what  it 
was  before  last  year.    Ho  moved. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  wordn  *  for  War 
Expenditure.*'' — {Mr,  Gibson  Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  *'That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Ma.  lough  said  he  attached  the 
greatest  importance  to  this  Amend- 
ment, and  he  trusted  that  the  House 
would  carefully  consider  what  the 
mover  had  said.  He  thought  hon. 
Members,  if  free  to  express  their  views, 
would  be  of  opinion  that  the  clause 
which  they  had  passed  was  a  very  severe 
one.  Now  they  were  dealing  with  a 
provifo  which  excluded  some  things  from 
the  sweep  of  the  resolution  just  passed. 
A  tremendous  encroachment  might  be 
made  on  the  days  allotted  to  Supply  if 
supplementary  Estimates  were  included 
in  the  operation  of  the  Rule.  War  ex- 
penditure was  not  a  bit  more  interesting 
and  important  and  might  not  require  a 
bit  more  consideration  from  the  House 
than  other  new  matters  which  suddenly 
came  before  them.  Suppose  they  were 
asked  to  give  a  grant  for  famine  in 
India,  that  would  surely  be  a  matter 
requiring  some  time  for  discussion,  and 
that  day  should  not  be  taken  out  of  the 
twenty  days.  This  year  they  were 
already  warned  of  a  supplementary 
Est  mate  for  the  West  Indiea  He  did 
Dot  think  it  would  be  fair  to  take  a  duv 
for  that  out  of  the  twenty  day&  During 
the  past  few  years  supfJementary 
Estimates  had  bt*come  a  perfect  scandal. 
In  the  last  ten  years  there  had  been  a 
steady  and  continuous  growth  of  the 
most  alarming  character,  with  the  result 


that  a  great  stimulus  had  been  given  to 
extravagance.  They  did  not  know  the 
circumstances  which  the  future  might 
bring  forth,  and  that,  being  so,  they 
ought  carefully  to  guard  the  twenty  days 
which  had  been  Plotted  for  business  in 
Supply. 

(7.30.)  Mr.  a  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do 
not  propose  to  traverse  the  whole  of  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  otherwise 
I  might  be  tempted  to  comment  on  one 
phrase  he  let  fall—that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  incapable  of 
speaking  in  firm  language  to  his 
colleagues  or  to  anyone  else.  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  been  subjected  to  many 
criticisms,  like  every  public  man,  but 
I  think  no  criticism  has  ever  been 
passed  on  him  which  is  so  wide  of  the 
mark  as  that.  The  two  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  spoken  on  this  Amendment 
to  the  same  effect  have  not  shown  much 
gratitude,  I  do  not  think  they  have 
shown  any  gratitude,  for  the  change 
made  last  year.  I  think  that  change 
did  exclude  from  the  limit  of  the  twenty 
da^  8  that  kind  of  supplementary  Estimate 
which  ought  not  to  be  brought  within 
that  limit,  but  it  is  evident  that  there 
are  a  great  many  supplementary  Estimates 
which  it  would  be  very  absurd  to  take 
outside  that  limit.  Suppose  a  Committee 
on  the  ventilation  of  this  House  were  to 
report  that  some  structural  alteration 
was  immediately  required,  and  that 
a  supplementary  Estimate  was  introduced 
for  that  purpose,  I  think  it  would  be 
very  improper  that  a  Government  Bill, 
by  hypothesis  devoted  to  some  very 
important  subject,  should  be  trenched 
upon  to  an  unUmited  extent  by  the 
discussion  of  a  supplementary  Estimate 
of  that  character.  Or  take  a  Bill 
appointing  factory  inspectors,  which 
required  some  immediate  expenditure, 
and  that  a  supplementary  Estimate  is 
introduced,  as  not  infrequently  happens, 
I  think  it  is  quite  right  that  such  an 
Estimate  should  fall  within  the  ordinary 
limit  of  our  Supply  Rule.  But  I  am 
quite  ready  to  admit  that  there  may  be 
questions  of  a  wholly  new  service  being 
started — some  subject  not  included  in 
the  ordinary  Estimates  of  the  year,  some- 
thing which  has  arisen  since  the  ordinary 
Estimates  were  framed,  and,  not  only 
that,  but  something  which   cannot  be 
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fitted  in  to  the  ordinary  Estimates, 
something  which  is  not  a  supplementary 
Estimate  in  the  ordinary  use  of  that 
word,  which  is  not  merely  an  increase 
in  a  Vote  \vhich  the  House  has  already 
sanctioned,  and  which,  judging  by  past 
experience,  it  would  be  prepared  to 
sanction,  if,  in  such  a  case,  it  wiU  be 
taken  as  a  seriojis  concession  by  the 
House,  and  if  it  will  shorten  the  debate, 
I  shall  he  prepared,  not  indeed  to  accept 
my  hon.  friend's  words,  but  to  accept 
words  which  go  a  good  way  in  his 
direction.  If  the  House  will  be  prepared 
to  take  it  as  a  useful  concession,  I  will 
be  prepared  to  move  such  an  Amend- 
ment. I  shall  be  prepared  to  move 
at  the  end  of  line  13  the  following 
words— 


"Any  new  service  not ^ included  in  the 
•rdinary  EstimateB  of  the  year." 

That  does  not  go  the  whole  way  asked 
for  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  but 
it  does,  I  think,  meet  the  most  important 
part  of  the  objection  which  has  been 
raised,  and  if  the  House  will  accept  it  as 
a  compromise  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
move  it. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  undoubtedly 
the  concession  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  a  very  important  one.  There 
was  another  concession  made  in  the  Rule 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  which 
be  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  King's  Lynn. 
In  line  69  it  is  proposed  that — 

"Any  additional  Estimate  for  any  new 
service  or  matUr  not  included  in  the  original 
£Btimate8  for  the  year  shall  be  submitted  fur 
consideration  in  the  Ck>mmittee  of  Supply  on 
some  day  not  later  than  two  days  before  the 
Committee  is  closed.'* 

That  bore  on  the  present  concession  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Last  year  it 
80  happened  that  an  entirely  new  service 
was  started  towards  the  end  of  the 
session,  which  had  no  reference  to  any 
service  of  the  year,  and  which  was 
closured  without  any  discussion.  A  loan 
of  £75,000  was  sanctioned  which  was 
absolutely  apart  from  any  service  of  the 
year.  Hon.  Members  would  observe 
that  it  was  now  provided  that  any  new 
pervice  should  be  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee  of  Supply 
on  some  day  not  later  than  two  days 
before  the  Committee  was  closed.  He 
raised  the  point  last  session,  but  was 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


not  successful,  as  it  was  ruled  that  inas- 
much as  the  notice  was  on  the  paper  a 
fortnight  before,  and  during  days  when 
Supply  was  discussed,  although  it  was 
not  reached,  it  should  betaken  as  having 
been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee 

♦Mb.  speaker  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  is  a  little  premature  in  raising 
that  point.  It  is  entirely  a  different 
point  from  that  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  Amendment  were 
carried  the  provision  to  which  he  was 
referring  would  be  rendered  unnecessary, 
because  when  any  new  service  or  supple- 
mentary Estimate  not  dealt  with  or 
provided  for  in  the  Estimates  of  the 
year  was  proposed  it  must  be  taken  not 
within  twenty  days  but  in  time  provided 
by  the  Government.      [' 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Any  new 
service  not  included  in  the  ordinary 
Estimates  of  the  year,  such  as  the  loan 
referred  to  by  the^hon.  Member,  would 
be  a  new  service,  and  if  the  Rule  is 
passed  in  the  shape  in  which  it  appears 
on  the  Paper,  and  with  this  Amendment — 

**  Not  later  than  two  days  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  closed." 

it  would   not  come  within  the  purview 
of  the  twenty-three  days  at  all. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  the  Amendment 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  do 
away  with  the  difficulty  which  arose  last 
year,  and,  that  being  so,  he  thought  the 
concession  a  very  substantial  one. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON(Dundee) 
asked  whether  it  was  proposed  to  make 
any  distinction  between  ''service**  and 
"  matter.** 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think 
"matter**  will  be  excluded,  but  it  will 
be  absolutely  clear  and  beyond  any 
doubt  or  question. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  asked  if 
there  would  be  any  distinction  between 
Amendments  to  Ordinary  Estimates  and 
Amendments  to  what  were  called 
Original  Estimates.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  look  at  the  sentence 
beginning  at  line  fifty-seven  he  would 
see  that  '*  original "  was  the  word  used. 


1389 


New  PriiudMTt  {25  .April  1902} 


Au^. 


1390 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  will  tell  the 
House  exactly  why  we  have  put  in 
** ordinary"  instead  of  "original/*  I 
understand  from  my  hon.  friend  the 
Secretaiy  to  the  Treasury  that  every 
year  a  Civil  Contingencies  Fund  has  to 
be  introduced  at  a  Supplementary 
Estimate.  That  is  an  inevitable  part  of 
the  financial  system  of  the  country,  and 
I  believe  it  would  be  interpreted  as  an 
original  Estimate  of  the  year.  It  is  quite 
4Jear,  however,  that  that  ought  to  be  in- 
cluded within  the  twenty-three  days.  It 
is  to  make  that  quite  clear  that  we  have 
put  in  "ordinary  "  instead  of  **  original." 
i>ut  if  it  is  distinctly  laid  down  that  such 
an  estimate  as  that  is  not  excluded  from 
the  twenty-three  days,  I  will  have  no 
•objection  to  '*  original,"  though  I  think 
the  other  word  is  better. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  he 
thought  that  there  should  be  some 
Amendment  in  the  language  used  in  the 
last  part  of  the  Rule  as  to  ''  service ''  and 
••  matter." 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  we  may 
•do  that. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he 
thought  that  **  matter "  was  of  some 
tmportaooe.  There  might  be  no  new 
service,  but  there  might  be  such  a  thing 
aa  the  purchase  of  a  large  [nece  of  land. 
That  wouU  not  be  a  new  service,  but  it 
-would  be  new  matter.  The  words  were 
originally  "service  or  matter**  and  he 
•could  not  see  what  objection  there  was 
to  their  being  retained. 


Mr.  DILLON  said  they  were  all 
Agreed  as  to  the  substance  of  the  con- 
•cesaion,  but  the  ruling  last  year  did  not 
•carry  out  the  original  intention.  They 
-were  called  upon  last  year  to  vote 
-£6,500,000  as  a  grant  in  aid  for  the  new 
'Colonies.  It  might  have  been  held  that 
that  was  not  a  new  service,  because  it 
was  a  Cobnial  Office  grant,  but  it  was 
new  matter  no  one  could  doubt.  He 
was  quite  >ure  that  the  intention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  that  his  con- 
cession should  cover  such  a  case  as  that. 

(7.45.)  Mr.  BRYCE  said  it  seemed 
to  him  that  "service**  and  "matter** 
were  not   necessarily  the  fame   thing, 


and  that  the  word  "  matter  **  might  be 
ruled  to  cover  simply  the  object,  not 
necessarily  the  means  by  which  it  was  to 
be  obtained.  The  word  "matter 
j  implied  more  than  "  service,**  and  might 
I  be  necessary  in  order  to  cover  a  new 
I  form  of  obUining  the  object  of  the  vote. 
He  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  it 
would  be  safer  to  include  the  word 
"matter,**  and  the  real  object  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  better 
attained  by  including  it  He  hoped  that 
what  had  been  said  about  supplementary 
Estimates  would  not  be  forgotten,  and  if 
the  debate  exercised  any  influence  on 
the  Departments  in  the  direction  of 
dispensing  with  supplementary  Esti- 
mates it  would  have  done  good.  When 
he  entered  the  House  of  Commons 
twenty-two  years  ago  supplementory 
Estimates  were  rare.  It  was  considered 
rather  a  blot  on  a  Department  to  have 
a  supplementary  Estimate,  and  the 
Minister  in  charge  apologised  to  his 
colleagues  for  it.  They  were  now  so 
common,  however,  that  that  uneai?y 
feeling  had  disappeared. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  they  were 
all  quite  agreed  as  to  the  com- 
promise, but  it  was  extremely  difficult 
to  know  how  to  express  it.  There  might 
be  some  substance  in  the  contention  of 
hb  hon.  friend.  Cases  might  be  imagined 
in  which  "service"  did  not  include 
"  matter,*'  but  certainly  "  matter  '* 
might  be  interpreted  to  include  things 
which  might  be  in  the  nature  of  ordinary 
Supplementary  Estimates,  things  which 
could  not  be  said  to  lie  outside  the  Rule. 
He  thought  the  case  would  be  met  by  the 
insertion  of  the  words  **or  for  any  new 
service  not  included  in  the  Estimates  of 
the  year.** 


Mr.  DILLON  said  there  was  another 
point  on  which  he  would  like  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
Take  a  grant  in  aid  to  Jamaica,  for  a 
steafc-ship  service— that  was  a  Colonia 
Office  grant  He  knew  that  the  tFirst 
Lord  would  never  dream  of  excluding 
that  but  it  was  totally  new  matter,  and, 
it  might  be  ruled  by  the  Chair  to  be  not 
a  new  service  but  a  SuK>lemenUry 
Grant  in  aid. 
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The  financial  SECRETAEY  to 
THE  TREASURE  (Mb.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Worcestershire,  E.)  said 
the  case  which  had  been  instanced  by 
the  hon.  Qentleman  was  clearly  one 
which  would  be  excluded  from  the 
twenty-three  d&ys.  He  reminded  the 
hon.  Qentleman  that  so  right  was  it 
thought  that  a  distinction  of  this  kind 
should  be  made  that  in  the  previous 
year,  although  this  Rule  was  then  in 
lorce,  it  was  brought  in  as  a  separate 
Vote. 

Mr.  DILLON  agreed  that  that  was  so, 
but  pointed  out  that  there  was  no  ruling 
from  the  Chair.  That  was  a  voluntary 
act. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
the  hon.  Member  might  be  satisfied  that 
if  a  ruling  could  have  been  obtained  it 
would  have  been,  but  such  a  thing  never 
occurred  to  their  minds.  It  was  thought 
proper  to  treat  that  Vote  in  a  particular 
way,  and  it  was  so  treated.  He  certainly 
thought  that  that  class  of  case  ought 
not  to  be  included. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  it  might 
make  the  discussion  a  Uttle  easier  and 
facilitate  the  matter  if  he  withdrew  his 
Amendment  in  order  to  allow  the  right 
hon.  entleman  to  move  his.  He  there- 
fore begged  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

.Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  15,  after  the  word  *  Expenditure/  to 
insert  the  words  *  or  for  any  new  service  not  in- 
elndf  d  in  the  ordinary  Estimates  for  the  year.'" 
— {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour). 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  that  subsidies  were 
given  to  Jamaica  for  steam-ship  service 
and  for  the  provision  of  sugar  factories, 
which  were  covered  by  the  ordinary 
Estimates,  but  supposing  a  further 
amount  was  given  for  the  purpose  of 
roviding  a  bounty  on  sugar  it  might 
be  said  that  that  was  a  new  service 
when  it  was  only  a  new  matter  on  which 
items  were  introduced  referable  to  the 
same  service.  But  at  the  same  time  it 
was  desirable  that  whenever  there  was 
anything  in  the  nature  of  new  policy  or 
new  api^ication  of  matter,  to  which 
argument  should  be  addressed,  it  should 
be  excluded. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
the  case  put  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  be  a  new  service.  II  the 
word  "matter"  as  well  as  the  words 
'*new  services*'  were  introduced  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  deal  with 
any  addition  to  an  existing  Vote  even  of 
the  most  cogent  kind.  The  Factory  Act 
recently  introduced,  for  instance,  would 
neccFsitate  some  fresh  expenditure  on 
the  part  of  the  Home  Office,  but  no  one 
would  contend  that  an  Estimate  of  that 
kind,  which  raised  no  questionof  principle, 
should  be  excluded  from  the  twenty- 
three  days,  and  ought  to  form  the 
subject  of  a  separate  debate  outside  the 
Rule.  Again,  the  coal  duties  imposed 
last  year  necessitated  a  larger  amount 
being  granted  to  the  Customs  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  extra  staff  to  deal  with 
them,  but  that  was  not  a  case  to  exclude 
from  the  ordinary  discussion  on  the 
Vote.  He  hoped  the  House  would  accept 
the  suggestion  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
and  be  content  to  take  the  words  in  the 
form  in  which  they  were. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  although 
he  attached  considerable  importance  to 
the  word  "  matter,"  he  was  prepared 
to  relinquish  it,  because  this  debate 
would  carry  conviction  to  any  Chairman 
of  Committees  who  chose  to  read  it  aa 
to  the  real  meaning  of  the  word  that 
was  intended  to  be  used.  What  they 
wanted  to  ensure  was  that  if  any  new 
policy  or  new  idea  occurred  to  the 
Government  requiring  a  new  item,  that 
should  be  outside  the  allotted  days. 
The  Amendment  he  now  moved  waa 
really  a  consequential  Amendment  to 
his  previous  one.  A  matter  of  this  kind 
should  not  be  left  to  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  alone  but  to  the  House  as  a  whole. 
This  was  to  be  a  Standing  Order  for  ever  ; 
it  would  stand  when  this  Government 
had  gone  and  another  Government 
occupied  its  place.  It  might  be  that  a 
Minister  would  come  into  power  who 
would  refuse  to  give  the  three  days  whea 
they  were  necessary;  then  he  thought 
it  should  be  in  the  power  of  an  ordinary^ 
Member  to  propose  the  three  days.  He 
would  be  quite  content  if  his  right  hon* 
friend  would  accept  the  Amendment  to 
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leave  out  the  words  '*  by  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown/'  without  inserting  anything  in 
their  place.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  liii«  17,  to  leave  our.  the  words  '  by  a 
MioUterof  tbe Crown.'"— (^v*-  Gibton BowUm.) 

Question  proposed,  *'That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question.** 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
objection  to  myhon.  friend's  Amendment. 
I  do  not  think  it  will  ever  be  done  except 
by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  LOUOH  congratulated  himself  in 
finding  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  so 
gelding  a  mo^  The  House  was  deal- 
ing with  the  second  proviso  of  what 
they  considered  was  a  bad  Rule,  and 
they  were  endeavouring  to  improve 
the  Rule.  He  desired  by  his  Amend- 
ment to  leave  out  the  words  **not 
exceeding  three  days."  There  was 
something  of  the  forcibly  feeble  in 
the  wording  of  this  Rule  as  it  stood.  It 
looked  as  if  the  Government  were  afraid 
of  themselves.  The  First  Lord  had  not 
got  all  he  desired  under  this  Rule,  and  he 
was  dealing  with  a  proviso  for  getting  a 
few  more  daya  Then  why  put  a 
restriction  on  himself  or  the  House  in 
this  matter  ?  It  was  almost  insulting 
to  the  Ministers  and  to  the  House  to 
leave  it  as  it  was.  The  last  six  years 
that  had  passed  would  show  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  fix  any  rule 
as  to  what  time  should  be  devoted 
to  the  discussion  of  Supply.  Last  year 
£212.000.000  had  to  be  provided; 
seven  years  since,  only  £106,000. 000.  He 
oould  not  see  the  slightest  reason  why  the 
First  Lord  i^hould  put  into  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House  a  restriction  to  which 
he  would  be  unable  to  adhere,  and  he 
therefore  begged  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  line  18,  to  leare  oat  the  words  '  not 
•xeeeding  three  (Ujts.*  '*^(Mr  Lovgh,) 


Mr.  a  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  must  perceive  that  thia 
Amendment,  if  carried,  wouki  destroy 
the  whole  principle  of  the  Rule,  and 
praotic^ly  give  an  unlimited  amount 
of  time  to  the  discussion  of  Supply. 
It  would  not  be  possible  for  us  to 
assent  to  so  wide  a  change  in  our 
proposals,  and  I  hope,  after  the 
lengthened  discussion  we  have  had  on 
this  question,  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  think  it  necessary  to  go  to  a 
division. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  pointed 
out  that  last  year  thirty-six  days  were 
given  to  Supply,  seven  of  which  were 
allotted  to  supplementary  Estimates. 
That  was  not  much  above  the  average 
of  recent  years,  and  it  was  four  days 
above  the  average  up  to  1896,  since 
when,  however,  the  expenditure  had 
enormously  increased.  Under  this  Rule, 
no  more  time  would  be  given  in  a 
year  of  abnormal  expenditure  than  in 
a  year  when  the  expenditure  was  less 
by  many  millions.  Elasticity  waa 
absolutely  necessary  in  this  matter, 
and  a  strong  case  had  been  made  out 
against  restricting  the  discussions  in 
Supply  to  a  limit  which  had  never  in 
practice  obtained. 

Mr.  FIELD  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick) 
thought  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  give  an  indication  of  his 
intention  to  accept  an  Amendment 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  (to  insert  -  Five  "  in 
place  of  "Three")  it  wouW  shorten 
the  discussion.  The  business  of  Supply 
was  becoming  more  and  more  serious 
each  year,  and  instead  of  the  period 
devoted  to  it  being  shortened,  it  ought, 
at  least,  to  be  ;^.s  long  as  heretofore. 
There  was  not  at  all  sufficient  time  to 
discuss  Irish  Estimates,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  remember  that 
whenever  he  thought  a  debate  had 
reached  its  proper  limit  he  had  the 
closure  at  his  disposal. 


(8.13.)   Question  put. 


Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words  The  House  divided :  —  Ayes, 
'  not  exceeding '  sUnd  part  of  the  i  Noes,  95.  (Division  List  No. 
QuesUon."  |  (8.25.) 
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AclandHood,Capt.SirAlex.  F. 
AlIhuAen,  Ai^^us  Hry.  Eden 
Arkwrigbt,  tJobn  Stanhope 
Arnold- Forstec^  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aur«iin,  Sir  John 
Ba^ot,  Capt  Jo»celine  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  Getirge  Ali*xander 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A  J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Caut.  C.  B.  (Homsey ) 
Balfour.RtHnOerald  W(Leed8 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Chrwteh. 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bouafield,  William  Robert 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Bull,  William  James 
Carlile,  WillUm  Walter 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw-  H. 
Oifcutley,  Henry  Strother 
4Javendi«.h,V.CW(Derby8hire) 
Ohamberlain,J.Austen(Worc'r 
Chapman,  Edward 
vCharrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  OctaWus  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thog.  H.  A.  K 
•Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Je89e 
•Compton,  Lord  Alw>ne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
CJranborne,  Viscount 
•Croes,  Alexander  (Glasgoir) 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P- 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  H«n.  A.  Akera- 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fardell,  Sir  T,  Geoige 
Fellowe8,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Broeklehurst 
Finth,  Greorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Baonatyne 
iPisher,  WUliam  Haves 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(Warwick,8,W 
•Galloway,  William  Johnson 


Abraham,  William<Cork,N.  E. ) 
Allan,  WUliam  (Gateshead) 
Anen,CharleeP(Glouc.,  Stroud 
Ambrose,  Robert 
IBarry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Blake,  Edward 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dollinc; 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlioson 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Channine,  Francis  AUston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crramer,  WiUiara  Randal 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 


{COMMONS} 
AYES. 

Cxardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,Hn.  A.G.  H.(City  of  Lon. 
Gibbs,Hon.yicary  (St.  Albans) 
(jodflon,SirAugUHtu8Frederick 
Gordon,  H  n.  J.£(Elgin&Naim) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Go8chen,Hon.  GeorgeJoacbim 
G^y,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,WalfordD(Wednesbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(C^mbs) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hardy,  Laurenoe(Kent,Ashf  rd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leieh 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  James(Statford8.  N.  W.) 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-H^ge.RobertTrotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hope,JF(Sheffield.Brightside) 
Howard, J.  (Midd.  Tottenham) 
Jabb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Kimoer,  Henry 
Liurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
LawHon.  John  Grant 
LeiKh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower.  Frederick  N .  S 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonff,RtHn  Wii]ter(Bristol,S.) 
Loya,  Archie  Klrkman 
Lucas,  C/ol.  Fran*  is  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  He;*  in « Id  J.  ( Portsmouth 
M'Calmont.  Col  H.  L.  B(Canibs. 
M'Calmont,  Col.  J.  ( Antrim,E. ) 
M'Killop.Jame-'  (Stirliogshire) 
Manners,  Lord  C7ecil 
Maxwell  WJH(Dumfrit8shire 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore.  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworrh.  Sir  Lewis 
More,  Robt.  Jasper(  Shropshire ) 
Morgan,  David  J  ( Wal  thamst*  w 
Morrell,  Georgn  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  ( Deptford 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,Rt  H  n  A.  Graham(  Bute 

NOES. 

Esmonde,  ^ir  Thomas 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrencli,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flynn,  Jamfs  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Goddara,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  CJorrie 

Hammond,  John 

Harrosworth,  R.  Leicester 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Ha.vter,  Rt.  Hon.Sir  ArthurD. 

Hemphill.  Rt.  Hon.  Charles H. 

Jones  William  (Carn'rvoufhire 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kennedy,  Patrick  James 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lundon,  W. 

Macdonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
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Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Hetary 
Pea8e,HerbertPike(Dariingt'n 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plnnimer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretynian,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rajsch,  Major  Fredeiic  Came 
Ridley,  Hon  M .  W.  (Staly  bridge 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rutherford,  John 
Sadler,  Ck>l.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Spear,  John  Waid 
Spencer,Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,  Hon  Arthur  (Orm'kirk 
Stanley, Ed  wardJas.(Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stowart,SirMark  J.  M'Taagart 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Thombum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wiinklyn,  James  Leslie 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(Orkney ) 
Whiteley,H  ( Ashton  und.  Lyoe 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York,E.  R, ) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
W^ilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wil8on,J.  W.  ( VVoi  cester8h.,N. 
Wouehouse,RtHn.  E.R.(Bath) 
Yerburgb,  Robert  Armstrong 
Yoanger,  William 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 


(  M'Crae,  George 

'  M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M*Kf*an,  John 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Man^field,  Horace  Kendall 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  Geonte 
Nolan,  Col.JohnP.(Galway,N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0'Brien,Kt>ndal(TippeFaryM  d 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipper«ry,  N.) 
0'0>nnor, James(  Wicklow,  W  ) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N. ) 
O'Kelly,  Jas.  (Rosoommoo  N. ) 
O'Malley,  William 
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O'Mara,  Jamet 

CHhAiiffbnes^,  P.  J. 

PickAra«  Banjunin 

Pirie,  DuDcao  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joaeph 

R«ddy.  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford 

Ricg.  Riohard 

RomtU,  John  Bryn  (Rifion) 

RoberUoD,  Edmund  (Dundee) 


{25  April  1902} 

Roche,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Tliomas 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire)       , 
Soaree,  Ernest  J.  | 

Spet  icer,RtHn  C.  R.  NorthanU) 
Sullivan,  Donal  ' 

Thomas,  Alfred(Qlamorgan,E.  \ 
Thom«>D,  F.  W.  (York,W.R.) 
Waltou,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
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Weir,  Jamea  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R. ) 
White,  Patrick  (Mcath.Nortli) 
Whiteley,  Geo.  (York,  W.  R,) 
WhiUey,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  foe  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Lough  and  Mr.  Charlee 
HobhoQse. 


(8.55.)  MB.FLYNN(CorkCo.,N.)  moved 
an  Amendment  to  provide  that  ^ve,  in- 
stead of  three,  days  additional  might  be  \ 
allotted,  if  necessary,  for  Supply.  He 
considered  it  a  mistake  to  lay  down 
any  limit  for  the  number  of  days  to 
be  given  to  Supply,  because  the  time 
required  must  alter  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  business  brought 
before  the  House.  Looking  at  the 
course  of  the  debate  he  was  rather 
surprised  at  his  own  moderation.  He 
was  sorry  that  he  did  not  propose  that 
six  or  seven  additional  dajrs  might  be 
allotted  in  order  to  give  the  Government 
a  chance  of  allowing  five.  It  must  be 
quite  obvious  that  as  the  session  pro- 
ceeded many  circumstances  might  arise 
with  regard  to  foreign  or  colonial  policy, 
or  questions  of  Irish  administration 
might  occur,  which  would  demand  in 
the  public  interest,  and  not  unreason- 
ablv,  something  more  than  the  three 
additional  days  which  were  to  be  allotted 
under  the  proposed  Standing  Order. 
He  found  from  a  Return  which  haa 
been  issued  with  regard  to  business  in 
Supfdy  last  year,  that  twenty-seven  days 
were  given  over  to  Supply.  One  of  these 
days  was  taken  up  with  the  Vote  to 
Lord  Roberts.  Of  the  other  twenty-six 
days,  twenty  were  allotted  days.  Why 
should  they  be  tied  down  arbitrarily  I 
this  year,  and  for  all  subsequent ' 
sessions,  to  three  days  in  addition  to 
the  twenty  allotted  days,  when  last 
year  they  were  able  to  get  seven  extra 
days.  After  the  debate  of  this  evening 
he  thought  it  would  be  generally  con- 
ceded that  if  any  Members  in  the  House 
were  interested  in  getting  extra  days 
for  Supply,  and  extra  facilities  for  the 
discussion  of  the  action  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, they  were  the  Members  sit- 
ting on  the  Irish  Benchea  If  five 
additional  days  were  allowed,  they 
might  look  forward  to  a  larger  share  of 
time  for  ihe  discussion  of  the  Irish  Esti- 
mates, but  if  only  three  days  were  given 


their  chances  would  be  very  poor  indeed* 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  seemed 
to  accept  the  position  that  Irish 
grievances  should  be  brought  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  they  had 
a  special  daim,  owing  to  centralised 
administration  of  Ireland,  to  a  larger 
amount  of  time  than  under  other  cir- 
cumstances would  be  given.  But  while 
admitting  that,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man gave  no  promise,  no  indication,  and 
no  guarantee  that  the  Irish  Members 
would  get  more  than  two  or  three  days 
out  of  twentj-five  or  twenty-six  days. 
He  was  rather  surprised  at  his  own 
moderation  in  moving  to  increase  the 
number  of  extra  days  to  five  only ;  but 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  would  not 
insist  on  a  hard  and  fast  rule  of  twenty 
daya  They  were  now  bound  down  to 
twenty  days,  and,  that  being  so,  he 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  the  claim 
that  more  than  three  extra  days  should 
be  given.  It  was  well  known  that 
towards  the  end  of  the  session  there  was 
always  pressure  of  business,  and  it  might 
happen  that  of  the  extra  days  proposed 
in  the  Standing  Order,  two  might  be 
occupied  in  discussing  a  Colonial  Office 
or  a  War  Office  question,  leaving  only 
one  day  to  the  general  business  of 
Supply,  and  no  Minister  or  private 
Member  could  move  for  a  further  day. 
That  was  a  very  arbitrary  and  un- 
necessary restriction,  and  was  confining 
the  Committee  in  Supply  to  very  narrow 
limits.  He  thought  the  Amendment 
was  a  very  reasonable  one,  and  should 
commend  itself  to  hon.  Members 
generally. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  Three,' 
and  insert  the  word  •  Five.'  **—(Mr,  F%ynn.) 

Question  proposed,  "That    the  word 
*  Three '  stand  part  of  the  Question.'* 
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(9.5.)  Mr.  field  said  the  Amend- 
ment appeared  to  him  to  be  deserving 
of  consideration.  It  would  be  remem- 
bered that  last  year  a  very  extra- 
ordinary scene  occurred  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  an  enormous  sum  of 
money  was  closured  without  any  con- 
sideration having  been  given  to  it  by  the 
House.  He  held  that  the  Irish  Members 
had  a  very  important  duty  to  perform, 
altogether  different  from  the  duty  of 
Members  representing  English  or  Scotch 
constituencies,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
the  administration  of  Ireland  could  only 
come  under  the  purview  of  the  House  in 
discussion  of  Supply.  At  the  present 
time,  Ireland  was  governed  in  a  peculiar 
way  which  did  not  apply  to  Great 
Britain,  and  consequently  the  Irish 
Members  ought  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  utilising  debates  in  Supply, 
in  order  to  bring  forward  matters 
which  affected  their  country.  There 
was  another  argument  which  might 
be  reasonably  adduced,  and  that  was 
that  the  business  of  Supply  and  the 
amounts  concerned  were  increasing  year 
by  year,  and  apparently  the  desire  of  the 
Government  was  that,  according  as  the 
amount  of  Supply  to  be  voted  increased, 
the  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  House  for 
its  consideration  should  decrease.  He 
thought  it  was  reasonable  that,  as  the  de- 
mands of  the  Gk>vemment  increased,  the 
time  to  be  given  to  the  House  for  their 
consideration  should  be  correspondingly 
increased ;  but  apparently  the  desire  of 
the  Grovemment  was  to  escape  that  criti- 
cism which  should  be  exercised  by  the 
House.  He  therefore  thought  it  was 
reasonable  that  the  Government  should 
grant  two  extra  days.  He  did  not  wish 
to  repeat  arguments  which  had  been 
already  used,  but  be  thought  it  would  be 
neither  for  the  benefit  of  the  House  nor 
the  country  that  subjects  which  required 
attention  snould  not  receive  due  considera- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was 
the  unexpected  that  always  happened 
Something  might  occur  in  connection 
with  the  war^  or  there  might  be  a  big 
scheme  of  expenditure  resulting  in  long 
debates,  and  hon.  Members  knew  that 
when  a  debate  began  it  was  impossible  to 
tell  when  it  would  end.  Irish  Supply 
was  generally  left  to  the  end  of  the 
session,  with  the  result  that  very  often 
the  Irish  Members  got  no  chance  at  all 
of    discussing  questions  of    the   utmost 


importance  to  Ireland.  He  hoped  some 
expression  of  opinion  would  be  given  that 
the  matter  would  receive  considermtion. 
Considering  the  circumstances  under 
which  Irebmd  was  governed,  the  Irish 
Members  were  entitled  to  special  facilities 
for  criticising  the  Irish  administration^ 
but  under  the  new  Rules  those  facilities 
would  be  considerably  decreased,  and  it 
was,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  those  extra  days  should  be  added, 
in  order  that  the  Irish  Members  mi^ht 
have  a  better  opportunity  of  discussing 
questions  which  were  absolutely  necessary 
in  order  to  preserve  the  administration  of 
Ireland,  true,  economical  and  efficient. 

*Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 
that  his  hon.  friend  had  been  too  modest. 
If  he  had  asked  for  seven  or  eight  days 
he  might  have  got  five.  He  wished  to 
know  what  the  Scotch  Members  thought  of 
the  Rule.  He  was  glad  the  Leader  of  the 
House  was  present  because  be  was  a  Soots- 
man  and  claimed  to  be  a  Highlander.  Last 
session  only  the  Vote  for  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  was  discussed,  and  all  the 
other  Scotch  Votes  were  closured.  Two 
or  three  years  ago  private  bu8ine'»s 
occupied  the  time  of  the  House  up  to  a 
quarter  to  nine,  when  Scotch  business 
commenced,  and  Scotland  had  to  be 
content  with  three  and  a  quarter  hours 
discussion.  That  was  how  Scotland  was 
served,  and  he  maintained  that  Scotland 
ought  not  to  be  treated  in  that  way.  He 
would  not  grudge  Ireland  three  or  four 
days,  but  surely  Scotland  was  entitled  to 
a  couple  of  days  or  to  one  clear  day  at 
least.  The  Government  would  be  in  no 
worse  position  if  they  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment, but  the  hard  and  fast  rule  that  was 
now  proposed  would  not  work  satisfac- 
torily. He  said  it  was  not  right  or  proper 
that  millions  of  money  should  be  paceed 
through  the  House  without  being  dis- 
cussed for  even  five  minutes.  Hitherto  he 
had  resorted  to  questions  as  a  means  of 
getting  information ;  but  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  was  now  about  to  curtail 
that  means,  though  whether  he  would 
be  successful  or  not  remained  to  be  seen. 
It  was  a  farce  for  Scotch  Members  to 
spend  their  time  in  the  House  on  the 
chance  of  getting  two  or  three  hours  for 
the  discussion  of  Scotch  votes,  and  he 
sincerely  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would 
press  this  Amendment  to  a  division. 
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(9.15.)  The  SECRETARY  to  ihe 
IXKJAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Grant  Lawson,  Torkshire,  N.  R.,  Thirsk) 
said  he  thought  there  was  tome 
slight  misunderstanding  in  the  matter. 
Hon.  Members  had  spoken  as  if  the 
Rule  were  to  be  a  hard  and  fast  one, 
and  that  only  twenty-three  days  could 
by  any  possibility  be  given  to  Supply. 
But  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Cork 
himself  mentioned  that  twenty-six  days 
had  been  given  to  Supply  last  session, 
though  he  believed  himself  that  the 
figure  should  be  thirty-six;  but,  at  any 
rate,  twenty-six  days  as  the  hon. 
Member  said,  and  thirty-six  as  he  con- 
tended, were  given  to  Supply  last  year 
when  the  proposed  Rule  was  a  sessional 
Order.  [Mr.  Flynn  said  his  statement 
was  that  twenty-six  days  altogether, 
including  Supplementary  Estimates,  were 
given.]  His  point  was  that  it  was 
unreasonable  to  contend  that  only 
twenty-three  days  could  be  given  to 
Supply  under  the  new  Rule  when  last 
year  from  twenty- six  to  thirty  days 
were  given  it,  when  it  was  a  sessional 
Order.  If,  towards  the  end  of  the 
session,  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  further  time  should  be  given  to 
Supply,  it  would  be  the  easiest  thing  in 
the  world  to  arrange  it.  He  was  not 
going  to  <«y  a  word  as  to  the  difficulty 
which  his  Irish  colleagues  had  in 
expressing  their  views  to  the  House. 
The  hon.    Member   who  just  sat  down 

Soke  of  the  difficulties  of  Scotch 
embers,  but  he  had  the  pleasure  of 
sitting  in  the  Chair  during  the  considera- 
tion of  Scotch  Estimates,  and  he  was 
perfectly  sure  that  he  constantly  heard  the 
hon.  Mem  ber  discussing  Scotch  questions. 
As  many  days  as  possible  within  a 
reasonable  limit  haa  been  given  to 
Su{^ly,  and  the  Government  could  not 
accept  the  Amendment. 

♦  Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  he  could  not 
understand  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
(Gentleman,  who  appeared  to  have  mis- 
oonstnied  the  meaning  of  the  Rule  alto- 
gether. The  Rule  expressed  that  twenty 
days  should  be  allotted  for  Supply,  that 
was  the  prima  facie  limit.  Then  there 
was  a  provision  that  three  more  dajrs 
might  ne  allotted  for  that  purpose.  If 
the  Rule  had  any  meaning  at  all  it  meant 
that  only  three  days  should  be  allotted. 


He  considered  that  the  Amendment  was 
quite  reasonable.  The  House  of  Com* 
mons  ought  to  be  the  place  where  the 
most  important  business  of  the  Empire 
ought  to  be  discussed,  but  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  more  like  a  great  school,  the 
great  object  of  which  was  to  have  its 
holidays  accelerated  as  much  as  possible. 
All  that  the  objections  came  to  was 
that  the  session  might  be  prolonged  two 
days.  It  really  seemed  absurd  that 
when  the  interests  of  the  greatest 
Empire  of  the  world  were  concerned — 
the  money  interests,  because,  after  all, 
it  was  the  due  proportion  between 
revenue  and  the  expenditure  which  was 
the  basis  of  all  the  prosperity  of  this 
Empire  —  they  had  to  be  compressed 
into  a  sort  of  procrustean  bed  in  this 
manner.  He  was  much  afraid  that 
the  object  of  this  Rule  was  to  hide  the 
conduct  of  the  executive  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  He  was 
himself  against  any  limit,  and,  therefore, 
he  would  be  logical  in  supportinp:  an 
Amendment  which  mitigated  to  a  certain 
degree  the  evil  complained  of. 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
said  the  hon.  Member  had  not  appreciated 
the  point  raised  by  his  hon.  friend.  There 
were  many  occasions  on  which  some  small 
bill  was  put  down  first,  and  after  it  was 
disposed  of,  Supply  was  discussed.  That 
was  not  an  allotted  day,  but  it  was  a 
day  upon  which  Supply  was  dis- 
cussed. To  say  the  discussions  upon 
Supply  were  confined  to  twenty- 
three  days  was  to  state  that  which  was 
not  the  fact.  He  deprecated  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
object  of  the  Rule  was  to  stifle  criticism 
of  the  way  in  which  Ministers  conducted 
the  affairs  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
think  the  Irish  Members  could  be  ac- 
cused with  justice  of  not  bringing  1  heir 
grievances  before  the  House.  Apart  from 
Supfdy  thev  never  lost  an  opportunity 
of  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House ; 
still  less  did  they  lose  an  opportunity  of 
putting  questions  and  supplementary 
questions  to  a  very  large  extent.  To 
suggest  that  any  Minister  of  the  Crown 
could  shelter  himself  under  this  Rule 
from  full  investigation  of  his  conduct 
was  entirely  contrary  to  what  the  work- 
ing of  the  Rule  had  proved  to  be  the 
fact. 
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(9.25.)    Mr.     DALZIEL    (Kirkcaldy 
Burghs)     said    that     the      importance 
of    this    proposal    was    much  increased 
by    the     fact     that     for    all    time     it 
was  to  be   the   accepted    Rule  of    the 
House.    He  was  sorry  to  see  the  hon. 
Member    come    forward     to    champion 
Ministers ;  he  Uked   him    much    better 
when  he  was  opposing  the  Government 
and  better  still  when   he  defeated  them 
as    he   did    recently.    It   was    not    the 
position  of  the  present  Government  that 
they  had  to  consider,  they  had  to  look 
to  the  future,  and  he  was  surprised  at 
the  assertion  of  the  hon.  Member  that 
the  Rule  had  worked  well  so  far  as  the 
twenty-three  days  were  concerned.    Was 
the  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  ninety- 
seven  Votes  were  not  discussed  at  all  last 
year  1  Yetthey  were  told  the  Rule  worked 
splendidly.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  was  responsible  for  the  limitation 
of  that  time  had  done  everything  in  his 
power  to  make  the  Rule  a  success,  but 
it  was  impossible  because  there  was  too 
much   work  to  be  done  in  that  time. 
There  were  too  many  Votes  to  be  dis- 
cussed.   He  should  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment because  it  gave  greater  latitude,  he 
thought,   to    the    Minister    in    charge. 
Another  reason  for    his   voting   for  it 
was    that    the     Estimates     were     in- 
creasing every  year,    and    if    necessary 
the    time     for    discussing    them   must 
be  extended.    It  seemed    to   him    that 
the  present  system  of  having  practically 
no  discussion   at  all,  was  calculated  to 
make  public  servants  more  careless  than 
they  might  otherwise  be.    Some  Votes 
had  not  been  discussed  for  four  or  five 
years.  They  were^not  Votes  which  ought 
not  to   be  discussed;  many  were  Votes 
which  ought  to    be    discussed,   but    no 
opportunity  had  been   allowed  for  dis- 
cussion at  all.     It  had    been   suggested 
that  this  Rule   was  for  the  purpose  of 
sheltering   Ministers;   but   that   was    a 
point  which  happily  they  need  not  discuss 
at   the  present  time,  but  he  could  con- 
ceive the  possibility  of  the  time  arriving 
when  Ministers  might  Umit  a  discussion 
to  one  Vote,   and  the  time  might   be 
absorbed  by  an  interesting  Question,  and 
the    administration   mi^ht    not   be  dis- 
cussed at  all.    During  the  last  few  years 
there   had   been   no    discussion    of  the 
Scotch  Estimates.  There  had  been  perhaps 
half  a  day  given  to  them,  or  two  or  three 


hours  after  dinner,  and  the  result  was 
that  half-a-dozen  important  Scotch  Votes 
were  not  discussed  at  alL  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  make 
the  concession  asked  for. 

*Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  the  reason  there 
was  no  adequate  discusaicm  of  the  Scotch 
Votes  was  that  there  was  so  much  superflu- 
ous talk.  He  had  known  hours  wasted  in 
discussing  most  trivial  points.    He  had 
always  held  the   opinion  that    if    the 
time  taken  up  in  discussing  the  Estimates 
wasspentina  business-Uke  manner,  twenty 
days  would  be  ample  for  that  purpose^ 
He  had  intended  to  move  the  omission 
of  this  proviso,  in  the  hope'of  inducing 
the  right  hon  Gentleman  to  adhere  to 
the  twenty  days.    That  was  the  original 
proposal   on  this  question,  but  it  had 
been  violated  session  after  session  by  the 
concession    of    three    additional    days. 
Earlier   in  the   evening,   however,    the 
Leader  of  the  House  had  indicated  that 
he   might    consider    the    propriety  of 
allotting  one  day  more  than  were  usually 
given  to  the  discussion  of  Iiish  estimates. 
If.  therefore,  he  moved  his  Amendment 
later  on,  he  would  propose  to  cut  off 
two  days  only  instead  of  three.    Atten- 
tion had  been  called  to  the  passing  of 
ninety-seven   votes   without  discussion. 
None  regretted  that  fact  more  than  he  did. 
It  was  a  terrible  reflection  on  the  pro- 
ceedings  of    the    House  as  a    busineas 
assembly.    But  the  only  result  of  going 
back  to  the  old  practice  would  be  that 
no   Government  would    ever    get    its 
Supply  at  alL     ["There  is  the  closura"] 
General    closure — yes !      Of    what    us 
would  that  be  ?     He  admitted  that  if  the 
Grovernment^ would  make  up  its  mind  to 
devise  proposials  for  stopping  obstruction, 
which  these    Rules     wouM  never   do, 
to  check  dilatory  speeches    and  super- 
fluous   talk,     it     might      be     possible 
to  go  back  to  the  old  practice,  but,  short 
of   that,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
House  of   Commons  nothing  could   be 
more  fatal  than  the  abandonment  of  this 
Rule. 

(9.40.)  Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE 
said  it  was  a  singular  thing,  in  view  of  the 
complaint  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  of  trivial  discussions  on  matters  of 
little  importance,  the  greatest  amount  of 
time  occupied  by  Supply  after  the  5th 
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Augiist  was  in  the  session  of  1893.  Jhe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends 
were  then  in  Opposition,  and  they  occu- 
pied, not  four,  but  fourteen  days  after  that 
date  in  discussing  Estimates.  According 
to  the  right  hon.  Qentleman's  own  state- 
ment, they  deliberately  wasted  ten  days  of 
Parliamentary  time  in  discussing  ques- 
tions of  no  importance.  The  whole  point 
in  this  matter  was  one  of  arithmetic. 
The  first  Estimates  were  presented  about 
the  end  of  February,  and,  taking  last 
session  as  an  example,  the  Vote  on 
Acoount  was  presented  about  March  15. 
From  that  time  forward  to  August  5 
there  were  about  twenty-two  Fridays — 
or  Thursdays  under  the  new  regin^e — 
for  the  purposes  of  Supply.  It  was 
therefore  clear  that  the  number  of 
allotted  days  before  August  5  could  not  be 
increased  with  any  expectation  of  success ; 
consequently  the  number  would  have  to  be 
increased  after  thatdate.  Hehadtakenout 
the  number  of  days  given  to  Supply  after 
August  5  under  the  four  last  Adminis- 
trations, and  he  found  that  in  1890  it 
was  seven ;  in  1893,  fourteen ;  in  1895, 
ten  ;  while  last  session,  under  the  Rule 
of  1896«  the  number  was  out  down  to 
four.  The  First  Lord  was  not  being  un- 
duly pressed  by  this  request  for  an  exten- 
Kion  from  three  to  five  days.  More  time 
was  not  being  asked  for,  but  simply  that 
of  the  time  allotted,  which  was  admitted 
to  be  thirty-five  or  thirty-six  days,  a 
large  portion  should  be  permanently 
fixed  by  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House.  There  would  be  no  more  time 
actuaUy  allotted  to  Supply,  but  there 
would  be  an  increase  in  the  allotted 
minimum.  It  was  impossible  for  a 
Minister  to  anticipate  the  needs  of  a 
coming  session.  Not  only  would  there 
be  matters  of  legislation,  but  from  time 
to  time  questions  would  crop  up  de-  i 
manding  the  consideration  of  Motions  | 
which  would  raise  discussions  on 
different  estimates  every  year,  varying 
both  in  character  and  in  extent.  The 
time  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  cut 
down  to  a  minimum  smaller  than  that 
which  in  practice  obtained. 

Mb.  BARTLEY  said  that  when  this 
Rule  was  first  introduced  he  objected 
to  ity  because  he  was  convinced  that 
whatever  was  fixed  as  a  maximum 
would  tend  to  become  the  minimum.    In 


the  early  days  of  his  Parliamentary  Hfe 
Supply  used  to  be  voted  in  a  peculiar 
manner.  Comparatively  few  dt^ys  were 
devoted  to  it,  and  the  morning  light 
used  generally  to  be  coming  through 
the  windows  before  the  House  adjourn^ 
Under  this  Rule  they  h^d  certainly  had 
more  time  for  the  discussion  of  Supply, 
but,  owing  to  the  unfortunate  practice 
of  naming  a  certain  number  ot  days, 
that  number  was  looked  upon  as  a 
minimum  instead  of  being  regarded 
as  a  large  increase  compared  with  former 
times.  During  its  first  year,  the  Rule 
worked  fairly  well,  and  comparatively 
few  Votes  were  guillotined,  but  now 
certain  sections  of  the  House— certainly 
the  Irish  Members — rather  glorified  in 
the  number  of  Votes  that  were 
guillotined.  ["No."]  In  olden  days, 
although  they  were  not  guillotined,  he 
had  seen  Votes  passed  by  the  score  by 
simjdy  being  read  at  the  Table,  sp  the 
result  was  practically  the  same.  Every- 
body wanted  to  get  away,  the  Votes 
were  not  discussed,  and  millions  of 
money  were  voted  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  The  time  aUotted  under 
the  present  Rule,  if  property  used, 
would  afford  much  more  opportunity 
for  discussion  than  was  formerly  en- 
joyed, but  if  Members  would  pertiist 
in  discussing  small  matters  year  after 
year,  the  result  would,  of  course,  be 
unsatisfactory.  He  regretted  that  the 
twenty  days  had  been  increased  even 
by  three.  No  doubt,  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, an  increased  number  might  be 
reasonable,  but  where  the  number  was 
fixed  at  twenty,  or  thirty,  or  forty,  the 
result,  in  a  few  years,  would  be  the 
same — it  would  be  looked  upon  as  the 
minimum.  The  difficulties  under  this 
Rule  arose  from  the  fact  that  certain 
Members  openly  avowed  their  intention 
of  setting  all  Rules  at  defiance,  so  that 
the  House  might  be  brought  into  con- 
tempt and  disrepute  in  the  eyes  of  the 
country,  and  as  long  as  that  spirit 
prevailed  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry 
any  legislation,  and  no  revision  of  Rules 
would  ever  do  much  good. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Pudsey)  thought  the  House  should 
take  into  consideration  the  present  finan- 
cial position  of  the  country.  For  ten  years 
he  had  been  a  Member  of  the  House, 
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but  he  was  still  just  as  iiiuch  lost  in 
wonderment  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  financial  business  of  the  nation  was 
conducted  as  on  the  dav  he  first  entered 
the  House.  He  had  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  financial  matters,  but  he 
had  never  known  a  business  or  com- 
mercial undertaking  to  manage  its 
financial  affairs  as  did  the  House  of 
Commons;  indeed,  if  any  such  under- 
taking did  so  manage  its  affairs,  it  would 
find  itself  in  pecuniary  difficulties  before  a 
single  session  had  elapsed.  Anyone  looking 
through  the  Estimates  and  endeavouring 
to  gaue:e  the  financial  position  of  the 
country,  would,  if  he  were  at  all  a 
financial  purist,  have  a  feeUng  almost 
of  horror  at  the  fashion  in  which 
nearly  all  the  Estimates  were  presented 
to  the  House  and  dealt  with.  He 
thought  that  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country  rendered  it  necessary  to 
have  additional  days  for  Supply.  They 
should  give  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Rstimates  every  possible  moment  they 
could.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Sleaford  had  described  some 
of  their  discussionsupon  the  Royal  palaces 
88  superfluous  and  unnecessary,  but  no 
less  than  fifteen  of  those  votes  were 
closured  last  year  without  any  discussion 
whatever.  A  full,  complete,  and  drastic 
discussion  upon  all  those  matters  was  of 
the  greatest  importance.  The  whole 
taxation  of  the  country  depended  upon 
the  manner  in  which  this  House  spent 
the  moaey  which  was  collected  from  the 
tax-payers.  Even  the  normal  expendi- 
ture of  the  country  had  increased  by 
£32,000.000  since  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office,  and  unless  facilities 
were  afforded  them  for  checking  this 
ever-increasing  expenditure,  it  would 
prove  very  disastrous  to  the  country  in 
the  near  future.  They  had  been  re- 
proved by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Islington  for  their  action  in  endeavour- 
ing to  increase  the  number  of  days 
allotted  to  Supply,  but  he  would  remind 
the  House  that,  in  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn,  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Islington  himself,  the  House  in 
the  pait  had  a  trio  which  had  never  been 
flurpaaied  in  this  respect.  He  remem- 
bered §n  occasion  when  a  leading  hon. 
Member  on  the  opposite — 
Mr.  Oeorge  WhiteUy, 


^  Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  must  say  that  the 
hon.  Member  is  now  going  into  matters 
which  do  not  arise  on  this  Amendment 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  said  he  wa« 
on  y  answering  the  contention  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Islington.  The  time 
devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the  financial 
affairs  was  not  lost,  for  the  sheet  anchor 
of  the  constitution  of  this  country  was 
the  economical  administration  of  ita 
financial  business.  Twenty-three  days  as 
the  maximum  was  not  sufficient  to  deal 
with  the  increasing  volume  of  financial 
business  which  the  House  of  Commons 
was  now  called  upon  to  adnunister,  and 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  well  advised 
if  he  gave  way  upon  this  point. 

(10.0.)  Mr  a.  J.  'BALFOUR :  May  I 
make  an  appeal  to  the  House  to  remem- 
ber that  this  is  a  question  whi^h  has 
been  gone  over  several  times.  I  agree 
with  the  importance  of  the  subject,  but 
I  think  hon.  Gentlemen  might  limit  the 
discussion  to  the  very  important  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  there  should  be  some 
fixed  period.  Really  most  of  the  speeches 
which  have  been  made  upon  thisAmend- 
ment  seem  to  be  altogether  out  of 
place.  Several  times  I  have  put  forward 
a  calculation  to  sho  v.*  that  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  is  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  session.  It  is  clear 
that  in  a  session  of  six  months  in  an 
assembly  of  670  gentlemen,  it  is  impos- 
sible that  individual  scope  can  be  given 
to  each  to  discuss  any  subject  arising 
within  the  affairs  of  the  Emfm-e  in 
which  he  is  interested.  In  view  of  the 
calculations  I  have  laid  before  the 
House,  I  should  not  be  doing  my 
duty  if  I  were  to  assent  to  the  pro- 
posal. Good  nature  would  prompt  me 
to  that  course,  but  I  cannot,  consistently 
with  the  principles  I  have  ventured  to 
advocate  on  this  Rule,  do  so,  and  I  must 
resist  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  rose  to 
suggest  that  they  should  now  come  to 
a  division  upon  this  point.  He  should 
not  have  intervened  at  all,  only  there 
was  a  limit  to  human  patience,  and 
when  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Islington  lectured  the  Irish  Members 
for  excessive  discussions  in  Supply,  ha 
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could  only  say  that  the  ancient  simile  ,      (lO.L)    Question  proposed, 
of    Satan     reproving    Sin     sank     into 
absolute  insignificance. 


The  House  divided: — Ayes,  162;  Noes, 
101.    (Division  List  No.  135.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agnew,  iSir  Andrew  Noel 
Arilinfien,  AuKUstus  Iln.  Kden 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanhojie        1 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Ba>{ut,Capt.  Josceline  Fit  z  Key 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  lieorj^  Alexander 
balfour,  Rt.Hon.  A.  J.(ManchV 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.(}.W.  (Leeds) 
Balfour,  Kenneth R.(('lmstch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Hartley,  G«H)rge  C.  T. 
Beach,  Kt.Hon.  Sir  Michael  H. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biguold,  Arthur 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brook  Held,  Colonel  Montagu 
Bull,  William  James 
Carhle.  William  Walter 
Carson.  Rt.Hon.  Sir.  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish, V.  C.W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Ghamberlam,J.  Austen  (Worc'r 
Chaplm,  Ht.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrincton,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Win^ston  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cran  borne.  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cro*>8,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,   Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Fellowej*,  Hon.  Ailwy  nEdward 
Fielden,  EdwanlBrocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Hubert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Rbt.  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS(Warwick,S.W. 


AYES. 

(ialloway,  William  Johnson 
(iardner,  Ernest 
Gibb8,HuA.G.H.(CityofLond. 
(iibbH,Hon.Vicary(St.  Albans) 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin&  Nairn 
Gore,  Hon.( ;  RCOrmsby-(Salop 
(k)r8t,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goachen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,WalfordD.(Wedne8b*ry 
Greene,SirE.  \V.(B'rySEdm'ds 
Greene, Henry  I).  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,W.  Raymond  (Cambs) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hajrdy,Laurence(Kent,ABhfrd 
Hare,  Thomas  Lei^h 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  James  (Staffords,  N.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,RoliertTrotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfre<i 
Hobhouse,  Henry  ( Somerset,  E. 
Hope,  J.  F.  (Sh'ffield,Bright8ide 
Howard,  Johu(  Kent,  Fav'rsh'm 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henrv  Currie 
Leveaon-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  8. 
Lotler,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Bri8tol,S 
Lowe,  Francis  W^illiam 
Lowther,Rt.  Hon.  Jarae8(Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Macartney,RtHn.  W.GEllison 
M'Calmont,Col.  H.  L.  B.  (Cambs 
M'Calmont,  (JoL  J.  (Antrim,  E. 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Mannei-s,  Lord  Cecil 
Max  well,  W.  J.  H.  (Dumfriessh. 
Middlemore,  J.Throgmorton 
Mitchell,  William 
Moles  worth.  Sir  Lewis 
Monta^,  (J.  (Huntingdon) 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan ,  David  J(  Walthamstow 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  ( Deptford 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,'  lU.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 


Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry  ) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  (vrahara 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Grr-Ewing,Charles  Lindsay 
Pea.He,Herl)ertPike(Darlingt'n 
Pier|K>int,  Roliert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Rol)ert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne  ** 
Reid,  James  (Greenock)  '     -^ 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Ridley,  Hn.  M.W.(StJly bridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Cha8.Tnom8on 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rutherford,  John 
Sackville,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Si>encer,  Sir  E.  (W.Bromwich 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stanle}',  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stewart,Sir  M  ark  J.  M 'Taggart 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
!  Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Wa>^on,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney 
W^illiams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archil»ald 
I  Wilson,A.St«nley(York,E.R.) 
\  Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
'  Wilson,  John  ((ilasgow) 
Wilson,J.W.(Worce^tersh.N.) 
Wodehou8e,Rt  HnrE.R.(Bath) 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Roliert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 


Tellers  kor  the  Ayes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E. 
Allen,  Chas.  P.  (Glouc,  Stroud ) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Blake,  Edward 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

VOL.  CVL 


1 


Burke,  E.  Haviland- 
Caldwell,  James 
Campliell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clancy,  John  Joseoh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

[FouRTB  Series.]       3  G 


Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Da  vies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

DUke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 
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Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dancan,  J.  Hastings 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Gilhooly,  James 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Hammond,  John 

Harmswoith,  K.  Leicester 

Hayden,  Johii  Patrick 

Hempbill,Rc.  Hon.  Charles  H. 

Hobhouse,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,  E.) 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Jones,  Wuliam  (Carnarvon) 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kennedy,  Patrick  James 

KinlochjSirJohnGeorgeSmyth 

Lambert,  George 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 


{COMMONS} 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M*Crae,  George 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  CoL  J.  P.  (Galway,N.) 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,  W. 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 

O'Malley,  WiUiam 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
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Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Rea,  RuRsell 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(  Water  ford) 

Rigg,  Richard 

Rol^rts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Roberti^n,  Edmund  (Dundee) 

Roche,  John 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 

Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Spencer,Rt  HnC.R.(Northants 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Thomas,  Alfred(G1amorgAn,  E. 

Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.  > 

Wallace,  Robert 

Wamer.Thomas  Courten&y  T. 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

White.Patrick  (Meath,  North ) 

Whiteley,George(York,W.K. ) 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  purposes 
aforesaid,'  and  insert  the  words  *■  business  of 
Supply.' " — {Mr,  Gibson  Bowles.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn — 

(10.18.)  Mr.  flynn  moved  an 
Amendment  providing  that  on  a  day 
80  allotted,  no  business  other  than  the 
business  of  Supply  shall  be  taken  before 
midnight,  unless  it  is  unopposed,  thereby 
omitting  from  the  Rule  the  words  "except 
on  the  last  two  of  the  allotted  days."  He 
asked  an  explanation  why  these  words 
had  been  inserted.  The  keynote  of  the 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
was  that  they  were  to  have  absolute 
certainty  what  business  was  to  be 
brought  before  the  House.  The  proposal 
was  that  they  were  to  come  down  to  the 
House  on  these  particular  days  for  the 
business  of  Supply,  and  yet  the  Govern- 
ment might  at  the  last  moment  put 
down  some  other  business,  so  that  the 
House  would  not  be  sure  of  getting 
more  than  twenty-one  days. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  except 
on  the  last  two  allotted  days.'  " — {Mr,  Flynn, 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  stated  that  the 
Standing  Order  was  framed  on  the 
hypothesis  that  business  in  Supply 
would  be  taken  on  the  whole  of 
the  allotted  days,  and  that  on  each 
of  the  two  final  days  the  discussion 
would  terminate  at  ten  o'clock.  It  must 
be,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be,  that  the 
House  would  not  expend  much  time  in 
passing  the  Votes  which  then  remained 
to  be  disposed  of.  If  after  the  closure  of 
Supply  on  the  two  final  days  there  was 
still  some  time  available  before  midnight, 
it  would  be  immensely  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  all  parties  that  they  should  get 
on  with  business,  and  it  seemed  a  pity 
that  two  hours  should  be  entirely 
wasted. 

ij 

Mr.  DILLON  said  that  under  the  old 
system,  if  the  business  of  Supply  was 
finished  on  the  last  two  nights  at  half- 
past  ten,  hon.  Members  could  get  away 
home  early  as  a  reward  for  their  forbear- 
ance in  not  dividing  the  House.  Now 
the  Government  came  in  their  extreme 
I  parsimony  of  time  and  proposed  on  the 
last  two  nights  of  Supply  to  depart  from 
the  Rule  which  had  been  laid  down  for 
their  guidance  that  no  other  business 
should  be  taken  on  the  days  allotted  for 
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Supply.    In  that  way  Members  had  been 

■afeguarded  against    having  important 

Government   business  brought  on  after 

the   business  of  Supply  when  that  was 

got  through   unexpectedly  early.    Now 

it  was  proposed  to  keep  hon.  Members 

there  on  the  last  two  nights  of  Supply  on  '  unable  to  do  so. 

the  off-chance — for  it  was  only  an  off- 


some  Members  had  gone  away  under 
the  impression  that  no  other  business 
would  be  taken  that  night.  The  result 
was  that  the  House  passed  the  Second 
Reading  while  those  who  desired  to 
express  their  views  upon  it  were  entirely 


Mh.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  would 
accept  the  Amendment. 


chance — that  there  might  be  one,  two,  or 
conceivably    three    hours,     which     the 
Government  could  devote  to  other  busi- 
ness.     It    was    most    absurd    for    the        Amendment  made,  in  lines  22  and  23, 
Government  to  make  any  change  in  that    ^Y  leaving  out  the  words  "  unless  it  is 
respect.     The  only  result  of  the  scheme  '  unopposed."— (-If r.  Gall<nvay,) 
would  be  that  instead  of  the  Govern-       ,,      riTTJC1r^xTr»/^\lrTT^c.       i. 
ment  getting  the  time  they  hoped  for,  |      ^^\  ^l^^?^  ??^^^?'  "^^^  T'^r^T 
hon.    Members    would    be    kept    going "  ^?^T^  ^^^J*^!^^^  ^°f  ^^^^^ 
through  the  Division  Lobbies  for  the  pur  '  ?^  '      ^«  .^^^^  Ministerial    side    of    the 
pose  of  blocking  Government  businew.      !  ^?^«^'  «^^^  he  objected  to  be  treated  in 

I  this  way  by  hon.   Members  who  were 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  the  |  not  interested  in  the  subject  and  who 
paragraph  now  under  consideration  i  came  in  late  at  night  [Cries  of  **  Order."] 
and  the  following  ones  were  entirely  new  He  and  others  were  endeavouring  to  do 
inventions,  and  they  certainly  did  require  their  duty  by  this  House  in  connection 
some  scrutiny.  He  could  not  see  why  I  with  matters  which  were  extremely 
this  exception  was  here  introduced.  He  ;  difficult.  The  paragraph  as  it  now  stood 
held   that  no  other  business  should  be  I  read  thus  — 

allowed  to  intrude  on  the  days   which  t     *•  On  a  day  so  allotted,  no  business  other 
had  been  allotted  for  Supply.     The  pro-    than  the  hukinees  of  Supply  shall  be  taken 
viso  with  respect  to   the  last  l^so  of  the    before  midnight,  and  no  business  in  Committee 
ii.^ij  1.1J1.  '^^  A  or  proceedings  on  Report  of  Supply  shall  be 

allotted  days  should  be  omitted.  taken  after  midnight,  whetlier  a  general  order 

\r«      A      T     T>ATT?rkTTT>        'J     v  for  the  suspcnsion  of  thc  TwoWe  o'Clock  Rulo 

AIR.    A.   J.    iiALl^UUK   said    it    was  ^  -^  -^  f^rce  or  not,  unless  the  House  otherwise 

certain  that  in  practice  no  other  business  |  order  on  the  Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the 
would  be  done  after  ten  o'clock  on  these  Crown,  moved  at  the  commencement  of  Dublic 
two  days.  The  matter  was  not  worth  ^rdZte.^  ^  *^^''^^  '^'^^''"^  Amenament 
fighting  about,  and  he  would  accept  the   miTi        ^.itt  ^       -^j 

Amendment  ^  Leader  of  the  House  when  introduc- 

ing the  Rules  said  that  one  of  the  purposes 
Question  put,  and  negatived.  in  Wew  was    that   Supply   night  should 

(10.28.)  Mr.  galloway  moved  that '  filf^i:"'^;*  '-vlro^iv'^ln^frv^ r1' 
^,  ^  J  i^     ,      .^ .  j.»i    1  ri.    that   was   an    extremely   salutary   Kule, 

^^!  7.l^%2t!^^'^''  TP??''^.  *"!!•  :  especiaUy  as  Thursday/when  Supply  was 
out  of  the  fifth  paragraph  ot  the  Sending    ^^^^  ^^{      ^^  ^^U^;;^^  y^    the  morning 

Order  on  business  in  Supply.  He  ex- 1  j^^-  ^^  p^day.  It  was  -therefore 
plained  that  the  object  of  the  Amend- 1  important  that  the  Rule  should  be  made 
m  nt  was  merely  to  secure  that  the  days  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^^  that  gup  1^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^ 
set  down  for  Supply  should  be  devoted  f^^^  Supply  alone,  and  that  it  should  end 
entirely  to  Supply,  and  that  no  other '  ^t  twelve  o'clock  on  Thursday.  He 
business  should  be  taken  on  those  believed  he  was  right  in  saying  that  the 
days.  There  might  be  Private  Members^  intention  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Bills  down  on  the  Paper,  and  if  they  |  Treasury  was  that  business  on  Supply 
could  be  taken  on  Supply  nights  hon.  night  should  end  at  twelve  o'clock.  That 
Members  would  not  know  when  they  '  was  one  of  the  great  inducements  his 
were  coming  on,  because  they  would  '  right  hon.  friend  had  held  out  to  the 
notknowwhenthebusinessof  Supply  was  |  House.  There  was  another  reason,  and 
go  ng  to  terminate.  He  reminded  the '  that  was  that  the  sitting  next  day  corn- 
House  that  the  Child  Messenger  Bill  \  menced  at  twelve  o'clock.  He  trusted, 
was  taken  when  Supply  was  finished  at  therefore,  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
an  early  period  of  the  evening,  and  after    accept  the  Amendment. 
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Amendment  proposed —  o'Clock  Rule  without  discussion.  Surely 

"  In  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words,  *  in  \  that  was   not    too    much  to   ask.      He 

Committee  or  proceedings  on  Re^rt  of  Supply,     ^^yj^j  ^ever    attempt     to   deprive    the 

and  insert  the  word  *  whatever.  i  t      j        *    ^i        tt  /■    ^.i  •   i.^   * 

^       .  ,      ,  rr.,        ,  ,1  Leader  of  the    House  of  the   nght  to 

Question   proposed,   "That  the  words '^ove  the  suspension  of  the  Twelve  o'clock 

proposed  to  be  left  out  stana  part  of  the  I  ^^^^^^    ^^^^^    ^^       ^U   that    was 

Question.  ^j^^  ^^  ^jj^^    ^Yie  normal  position  of 

Mr.    a.   J.    BALFOUR :    I    entirely    things  should  be  that  on  Supply   nights 

sympathise  with  my  hon.  friend's  desire  '  business  should  stop   at   twdve  o'clock, 

to  get  to  bed.     This  portion  of  the  Rule  I  leaving  the  Government  absolute  power 

is  intended  to  apply  to  that  period  of  the    on  those  nights  to  move  the  suspension 

session  when  the  Twelve  o'Clock  Rule  is    of  the  Twelve   o^Gock  Rule  by  special 

generally   suspended ;    when    the   whole  i  Motion. 

programme  of  the  Government  has  been  (  

developed,  and  when  the  chief  desire  of  I  (10.35.)  Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER 
Members  is  to  get  away  for  the  holidays,  said  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
If  the  Amendment  were  passed,  it  would  down  appeared  to  have  no  objection  to 
be  impossible  for  the  House  of  Commons  '  practically  the  wholesale  suspension  of 
to  do  any  work  after  midnight.  It  is  '  the  Standing  Order, 
proposed  under  the  new  Rule  that  the  T^TTTr^xT        -j     l        •  l      u 

business  of  Supply  shall  stop  at  twelve  '  ^  ^R.  DILLON  said  the  right  hon. 
o'clock ;  but  if  it  was  the  general  view  of  Gentleman  was  prfectly  nusUken. 
the  House  that  it  was  necessary  to  sit  on  What  he  said  was  that  he  would  never 
for  other  business,  I  do  not  see  why  the  *  b«  ^  P^rty  to  depriving  the  Leader  of 
House  should  be  precluded  from  doing  so  '  the  House  of  the  power  to  suspend  the 
by  a  Standing  Order  without  a  special  Twelve  o*clock  Rule  ad  hoe.  What  he 
Resolution.  After  twelve  o'clock,  small  objected  to  was  the  establishment  of  a 
Government  measures  can  be  advanced,  j  wholesale]*  system  of  suspension  of  the 
and  why  should  we  compel  ourselves  to    Rule. 

have  a  Resolution  whenever  we  desire  to  Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  said  that 
sit  after  twelve  o'clock.  I  think  the  ^ne  of  his  complaints  was  that  when 
Amendment  proposed  would  be  a  great  ^.j^e  House  framed  Rules  under  great 
mconvemence,  and  not  a  help.  difficulties  they  were  not  observed,   but 

Mr.  DILLON  said  he  hoped  the  hon.  were  being  constantly  suspended.  That 
Member  would  go  to  a  division  on  the  resulted  in  very  great  confusion.  It 
Amendment,  as  he  considered  it  extremely  geemed  to  him  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
important.  He  was  afraid  many  hon.  intended  to  confine  the  sittings  to  mid- 
Members  did  not  see  the  force  of  the  ^ight  He  said  so  quite  clearly,  and  he 
Amendment,  or  the  evil  against  which  ;  hoped  he  would  stand  by  his  own  words, 
it  was  directed.  What  was  really  in- ,  His  right  hon.  friend  said  that  Supply 
volved?  Under  the  old  Rule,  the  time  |  night  was  a  night  which,  throughout 
during  which  the  House  sat  on  an  allotted  I  the  session,  and  irrespective  of  the 
day  after  twelve  o  clock  was  additional    chances  and  changes  of  the   session   or 


time  given  to  Supply,  but  under  the  new 


whether  Supply  was  being  discussed  in 


Rule  discussion  of  Supply  would  be  cut   Committee  or  feeport,  should  always  end 

on  at  twelve  o  clock,  and  after  discussion  •    .  .      i       o'clock 

in  Supply  was  finished    the  House  was  | 

to  be  asked  to  sit  up  for  the  consideration  |      Mr.  DILLON  said  that  the  proposition 

of  other  business.     That  was  a  most  un- '  was  that    after    Supply  other   Govem- 

reasonable    proposal.       The    right    hon.  |  ment  business  should  be  commenced. 

Gentleman  was  wrong  in  saying  that  if       j^_    j^j^gg    loWTHER    said    the 


Leader  of  the  House  went  a  great  deal 
further,  because  he  said  that  in  his  view 


the  Amendment  were  accepted  it  would 
be  impossible  to  discuss  Government  Bills 

after  midnight  on  an  allotted  day  towards       ^       .        .  ^        i      i  j         i      .    ^      i 

the  end  of  the  session,  because  the  Rule  a  Supply  night    shoiJd    end    at   twelve 

states—  ^  clock    always.         Of     course   it    was 

'*  Unless  the  House  otherwise  orders  on  the  possible  that  there  might   be  exceptions 

Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown."  occasionally.      Therefore,  he  would   not 

It  would  be  still  open  to  the  Government  preclude  absolutely  suspending  the  Rule 

to  move  a  Motion  to  suspend  the  Twelve  sometimes,   but    he  hoped  it   was   not 
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intended  that  after  a  certain  period  of 
the  session  there  should  be  a  wholesale 
suspension  of  the  Rule.  The  great 
dit&culty  was  that  the  Rules  were  applied 
in  a  fast  and  loose  manner.  Day  after 
day  notices  were  put  on  the  Paper  for 
suspending  them  for  some  ephemeral 
convenience  of  the  Government.  He 
hoped  his  hon.  friend's  Motion  would  be 
accepted  in  some  form  or  another. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton)  said  he,  too,  hoped  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  re-consider 
his  position.  He  was  extremely  jealous 
of  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule,  and,  like  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  wished  to  get 
to  bed  He  would  rather  meet  earlier 
than  ait  later.  He  would  point  out  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  had 
landed  himself  in  a  difficulty  by  the  last 
Amendment,  which  laid  down  that  the 
House  should  proceed  with  no  business, 
even  unopposed  business,  before  twelve 
o'clock  on  Supply  nights.  Why,  then, 
should  opposed  business  be  taken  after 
midnight  ?  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
really  wanted  a  discussion,  he  could 
suspend  the  Rule.  He  hoped  that 
Thursdays  would  be  reserved  solely  for 
the  purposes  of  Supply,  and  that  other 
business  would  not  be  taken  after  mid- 
night. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  (Lancashire,  Stretford) 
said  he  desired  to  point  out  that  the 
words  proposed  to  be  omitted  did  not 
touch  the  question  of  the  time  allocated 
to  Supply,  but  merely  reserved  the  same 
power  as  to  business  after  twelve  o'clock 
as  on  nights  not  allotted  to  Supply. 
The  Amendment,  if  accepted,  would 
make  it  impossible  to  take  even  un- 
opposed business  after  midnight  on 
Supply  nights. 

Mb,  lough  said  he  thought  that 
hon.  Members  generally  did  not  appre- 
ciate the  seriousness  of  what  was  now 
proposed.  The  Standing  Order  said  that 
on  the  allotted  day  no  business,  except 
Supply,  was  to  be  taken  before  mid- 
night. That  meant  an  absolute  change 
in  the  practice  which  had  been  followed 
during  the  last  six  years,  as  it  differed 
from  the  sessional  Order  which  every 
year  for  the  last  six  years  had  been 
accepted  by  the  House.  [Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour:  It  is  much  better.]  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  it  was  much 


better,  but,  at  any  rate,  it  was  an 
absolute  change  in  the  system  which 
had  obtained  for  six  years.  The  change 
was  that  on  Supply  nights,  after  mid- 
night, other  business  could  be  begun 
without  notice.  If  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  wanted  to  secure  a  discussion 
after  twelve  o'clock,  he  could  do  it  by  a 
Motion  which  would  be  passed  without 
discussion.  All  certainty  as  to  twenty- 
three  days  of  the  session  would  be 
destroyed  if  the  Amendment  were  not 
accepted.  Any  night,  other  business 
might  be  taken  without  notice.  One 
of  the  main  advantages  of  the  Rule 
would  be  destroyed  if  the  Amendment 
were  rejected,  and  he  begged  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  reconsider  the 
matter. 

Mr.  NUSSEY  (Pontefract)  said  he, 
too,  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  re-consider  his  position.  It  was 
an  extremely  bad  proposal,  when  Supply 
had  been  discussed  up  to  midnight,  to 
introduce  a  fresh  topic  then.  More- 
over, he  understood  that  no  other 
business  could  be  taken  before  twelve 
o'clock  on  Thursdays.  What  would 
happen  if  the  proceedings  on  Supply 
stopped  at  ten  o'clock  ? 

Mr.  BARTLE Y  asked  whether  it  would 
be  possible  on  the  last  day  of  the  session 
to  bring  in  the  Appropriation  Bill  If 
the  Rules  said  that  no  business  could 
be  done  then,  it  would  mean  that 
the  Appropriation  Bill  could  not  be 
brought  in,  and  under  those  circum- 
stances the  session  might  last  another 
day.  Although  he  agreed  that  no 
business  should  be  done  after  twelve 
generally,  an  exception  ought  to  be 
made  in  respect  to  the  Appropriation 
BiU. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  con- 
sidered  that  the  question  asked  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Pontefract  was  a 
practical  question,  and  required  to  be 
met. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALl^'UCJR  said  he  was  not 
quite  so  sure  as  to  the  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Islington,  but 
the  question  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Pontefract  was  a  substantial  ques- 
tion. It  was  impossible  that  such  a 
thing  could  arise,  because  the  question 
must  be  under  discussion  at  twelve 
o'clock. 
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Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  the 
general  form  of  the  operation  of  the 
Rule,  that  need  not  be  the  meaning 
contemplated  by  the  paragraph  under 
discussion,  and  a  Motion  might  perfectly 
well  be  framed  to  allow  business  to  be 
carried  on. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  he  did  not 
consider  that  was  a  practical  point.  It 
pre-supposed  that  a  Minister  might  come 
down  as  late,  say,  as  May,  and  move  that 
the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  be  suspended, 
but  no  Minister  would  do  that,  because  it 
was  a  debatable  Motion. 

Mr  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Not  under 
this  Rule. 

Mr.   a.   J.   BALFOUR   thought  the 
hon.   Member  had  not   read  the    Rule 
Aright.     There  were  occasions  when  the 
Twelve  o'clock  Rule  could  be  suspended.  ; 
There  was  the  general  suspension  of  the  \ 
Rule  when  the  session  was  drawing  to  ' 
a  close,  when  the  ordinary  limitations  of  : 


debate  were  brought  to  an  end,  and  there 
was  the  suspension  of  the  Twelve  o*clock 
Rule  in  the  course  of  the  session.  The 
hon.  Member  suggested  that  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  the  session  a  Minister 
might  come  down  and  move  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Rule  in  a  form  which  might 
be  debatable. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  pointed  out 
that  in  the  Rule  were  the  words  "  unlets 
the  House  otherwise  order." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  thought  his  hon. 
friend  had  mistaken  the  effect  of  the 
words  he  had  quoted.  They  meant 
whether  Supply  should  go  on — not 
whether  general  business  should  go  on. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  put  in  words  excluding  the 
discussion  on  the  Appropriation  Bill,  so 
as  to  save  a  day. 

(10.68.)  Question  put 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  191;  Noes, 
108.     (Division  List  No.  136.) 


Acland-HoodjCapt.  Sir  Alex  F. 
Aj?new,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Arkwricht,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Ba^ot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  Jainee  Rohert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,  RtHnGerald  W(Leed8 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banhury,  Frederick  George 
Bar»  ley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon. Sir  Michael  H. 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bienold.  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grirath- 
Brookfield,  Colonel  Montagu 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A  us  ten(Worc'r 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
ChurchiU,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 


AYES. 

Corljett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cranbome,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Croasley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,M.Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hod.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fellowe8,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,SirRobert  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster.  Henry  W^illiam 
Foster,PhilipS(Warwick,S.W. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gallow^ay,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  Hn.  AGH.(Cityof  Lond. 
God8on,SirAugustusFrederick 
Gordon, HnJ.  E.  (Elgin&Nairn) 
Gore,Hn  G.  R.  C.  OrmBby-(S'lop 
GorstjRt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Hon.  (^eorge  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  WalfordD.  (WednesbW 
(;reene,SirEW  (B'ryShMm'ncfe 
Greene.Henry  D.  (Shre\v8bury ) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Camb6) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 


Hamilton,Marqof(L'nd'ndeiTT 
Hardy  ,Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf  *ra 
Hard,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Heath.  Jame8(Staffonl8,N.W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon- Hodge,RobertTn>tter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhou8e,C.E.H.(BrLstol.  E.) 
Hobhouse,  Henry  (Sonier8et,E. 
Hope,JF.  (Sheffield,  Bnghtside 
Howard,Jno.  (Kent,  Faversh'm 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhoase 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert Mertoo 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar 
Lawrence,  Joseph(  Monmouth) 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
LoDg,Col.  Charles  W.  ( Eveehaim 
I  Long,RtHn.Waiter(Bristol,S) 
I  Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  i Lowestoft) 
Lucas.  RegiiialdJ.(  Portsmouth 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfre<l 
Macartney,  Rt  HnW.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'Calmont,Col.  H.L.B.  (Cambe 
M*Calmont,Col.  J.  ;Antrim,E.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddolph 
Massey -Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.F. 
Maxwell,  W.  J.H.  (Dumfriesh) 
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Mcysay- Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Milner,  Rt.Hn.SirFrederickG. 
Mitchell,  William 
Moleftworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montaj^a,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J .  Soott(  Hants) 
Moon,  Eiiwanl  Kuliert  Pacy 
More,  llobt  Ja^sper  (Shroi>shire 
Morgan,David  J  ( W'l  thamatow 
Morrell,  George  Herl)ert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.(Deptford 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murra3%  Kt  Un  A.G  raham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myew,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease.  HerbtirtI*ike(I)arlingt*n 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Penn,  John 

Piatt- Higgiuh,  Frederick 
Plu miner,  Walter  R. 
Pretyraan,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.  E. ) 
Allen,Charle8p(Glouc.  Stroud. 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Asquith,RtHn.  Herbert  Henry 
Barrj-,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Blake,  Edward 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bowle9,T.GibHon(King's  Lynn 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Burke,  E.  Havilaod- 
(^aldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 
Channing,  Francis  Alls  ton 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Davies,  Alfred  (('armarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ffrench,  T*eter 
Field,  William 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
GiblMsHon.Vicary  (St.All)ans) 
Gilhooly,  James 
(Joddard,  Daniel  Fonl 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gunion,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hammond,  John 
Harmsworth,  li.  Leicester 


{25  Aj'RIL  1902} 

Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  ((ire«nock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquh&rson 
Richards.  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,Hn.  M.W.(Stely  bridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.TDom8on 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Russell,  T.  W. 
Rutherford,  John 
Sack ville.  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Mary le bone,  W. 
Scott,  Chan.  Pre>twich  (Leigh) 
Seely, Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Shaw-Stewarr,M.  H.  (Renfrew 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,Abel  H.(  Hertford,  East) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,Hn.  Artliur(0rm8kirk 
Stanley,  I^ord  (I^nc**) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M*Ta^art 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 

NOES. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Hetuphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 

Humphrevft-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Jones,  William  Carnarvonshire 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kenoedj',  Patrick  James 

Kinloch,SirJobnGeorgeSmyth 

Lamliert,  George 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herl>ert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lowther,Rt.  Hon.  James(  Kent) 

Lundon,  W. 

MacDoiinell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Crae,  George 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M*Killop.  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Man^Held,  Horace  Rendall 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen 

Moss,  Sjimuel 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Jtweph  P. 

Nolan, Col.  John  P.(Galway,N. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South.) 

Norton,  Capt.  Ceoil  William 

Nu«Hey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'  Brien,  Kendal  (Tipi>er  ry  M  id 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Fipperary,  N.) 

0'Connor,James(\\  icklow,W. 
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I  Talbot,Rt  HuJ.G.(0xf  dU  niv. 

'  Thorbnm.  Sir  Walter 
ThornUm,  Percy  M. 
Tollemacbe,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 

[  Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 

,  Valentia,  Viscount 

'  Wallace,  Roliert 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 

'  Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Wason,JohnCathcart(0'kney) 
Welby,Lt.  -Col.  ACE  (Taunton 
Williams, Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.Stanley (Yo-k,E.R, 
Wilson,  John  (ivlasgow) 
Wilson,  J .  W.  ( Worcentersh.  N . ) 
Wo*lohou8e,Rt  Hn.  E.  R  (Bath) 

'  Wolff,  (Justav  Wilhelm 

'  WyndhamQuin,  Major  W.H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 

Tkllkrs  for  the  Ayes  — 
Sir  William   Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.)i 
O'Dowd,  John 
O' Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 
O*  Kelly,  James  (Roscommon,N 
0;Malfey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shaoghnessy,  P.  J. 
Pirie,  Duncan 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Rigg,  Richard 
Kot>erts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Rol>orts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robertson,  Ekimund  (Dundee) 
Roche,  John 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Sosres,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,  RtHnC.  R.  (Northants 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
!  Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,  E 
Thomson,  F.W.  (York,  W.R.) 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Weir,  Jaiiips  (ialloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,North) 
Whiteley,George(York,W.R) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
W^iUon,Henry  J.  (York,W,R.) 
Young,  Samuel 

TELLEliS     FOR     THE     NOES— 

Sir  Thomas  Esmonde    and 
Captain  Donelan. 


(11.11.)  Mr.;GIBSON  BOWLES  said 
that  nothing  could  be  more  definite 
than  the  repeated  declarations  of  the 
Leader  of  the  House  that  the  discussion 
of  Supply  was  to  end  at  midnight,  and 
yet,   by  the  wording  of  this  Rule,  the 


Government  were  to  have  power  to 
prolong  the  sitting  practically  whenever 
they  chose.  At  any  moment,  on  a 
Motion  being  made,  without  opportunity 
of  Amendment  or  debate,  the  Govern- 
ment could  call  on  the  House  to  decide 
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that  on  that  particular  night  Supply 
should  be  taken  after  midnight.  His 
right  hon.  friend  might  say  that  in 
making  his  statement,  he  meant  unless 
the  House  otherwise  ordered.  His 
words,  however,  were  not  quahfied  in 
that  way,  and  nobody  so  understood 
them.  He  much  disliked  moving 
further  Amendments,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  very  accessible  to 
argument ;  but  in  order  to  hear  what 
he  might  say,  he  would  move  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name. 

Amendment  proposed- 

'*  In  line  25,  after  the  word  '  not,'  to  leave 
out  the  words  to  the  word  'debate,*  in  line  28, 
inclusive." — {Mr,  Gibson  Bowles,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  My  hon. 
friend  has  quoted  the  speech  I  delivered 
in  bringing  these  Eules  before  the  House, 
but  I  think  he  has  based  more  upon 
that  statement  than  it  will  bear  or 
ought  to  be  expected  to  bear.  That 
speech  was  a  general  explanation  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  and  it  was 
immediately  followed  by  the  Rules  them- 
selves, printed  in  a  form  which  everybody 
could  understand.  It  is  perfectly  true  that 
the  policyof  the Govemmentis  that  Supply 
should  end  at  twelve  o'clock,  whether 
it  be  in  Committee  or  on  Report,  but 
we  feel  that  there  may  be  circumstances 
under  which  the  House  would  b'ke  an 
extension  of  ine  debate,  and  it  would  be 
a  great  pity  if  we  had  not  the  power  to 
grant  that  extension.  I  hope,  therefore, 
apologising  for  any  misapprehension 
I  may  have  caused  by  my  introductory 
speech,  my  hon.  friend  will  not  press 
hiB  Amendment. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  supposed 
that  in  the  event  of  the  business  of 
Supply  collapsing  before  midnight  it 
would  not  be  possible  for  private 
Members  to  proceed  with  these 
measures. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  that'  such 
measures  could  not  be  brought  forward 
before  twelve  o*clock,  and  after  twelve 
o'clock  they  could  be  stopped  in  the 
usual  way. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Mr,  Gibson  Bowles. 


(n.20.)  Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON 
(Dimdee)  said  he  desired  to  move   an 
Amendment  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  omittingthe  limitation  to  oneday  of  pro- 
ceedings on  Votes  of  Account,  whether  in 
Committeeor  on  Report.  Such  a  limitation 
was  absolutely  new,  and  it  was  the  most 
important   new   proposal   in  the  Rule. 
It  would   establish  an  exceptional    pro- 
cedure for  Votes  on  Account.    Hitherto 
a  certain   number   of   days    had    been 
allotted  to  Supply  as  a  whole;  no  parti- 
cular portion  had  been  limited  to  one, 
two,  or  three  days,  as  the  case  might  be, 
and  the    House  were  entitled   to   have 
some  explanation  of  why  this  part  of 
Supply  should  be  selected  for  exceptional 
treatment.       The     Vote    on     Account 
applied    mainly  to    the    Civil     Service 
Estimates.     What  corresponded  to  it  in 
regard  to  the  Army  and  Navy  Estimates 
were  Votes  1  and  2  in  each  case,  which 
were  always  taken  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session.     No  limitation  of  time  was 
to  be  placed  on  the  discussion  of  those 
Votes, and  if  it  was  not  necessary  in  regard 
to  the  Army  and  Navy,  why  should   it 
be    necessary  in   regard   to   the  corres- 
ponding  Vote    for   the    Civil   Service  t 
But  an  even  more  substantial  objection 
to  the  proposal  was  that   baaed  on   the 
excessive  size  of   the  Vote  on  Account 
under    the    existing    practice    of     the 
House.     In  former  times  the  Vote  on 
Account  was   not   allowed    to   contain 
more   than   two  months  Supply;   this 
year   it   covered   at   least  five  months. 
That    practice    had    disadvantages     of 
its     own ;     and     it     resulted    in     the 
dislocation  of  the  business  of  the  House 
in  recard  to    Supply.     He    asked  hon. 
Members  seriously  to  consider  whether, 
when  several  Votes  were  merged  into 
one,  and  that  one  Vote  covered  Supply 
sufficient  for  the  whole  session,  it  was  a 
proper  time  to  introduce  this  exceptional 
treatment.     The  Vote  on   Account  this 
session  was  probably  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  Parliament.    The  Consolidated 
Fund    Bill,    No.    1,     contained    Votes 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  a  perfectly 
appalling   sum.    In   1894   the   amount 
covered  by  the  Consolidated  Fund  Bill, 
No.   1,  was   £9,497,000;  this  year   the 
corresponding  Bill  covered  the  enormous 

sum  of  £68,181,600.    The  House  could 

hardly   be  aware    that  it   had  already 

voted  that  amount  of  Supply.    The  Vote 
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on  Account  was  iEl  9,000,000,  or  just 
double  the  amount  of  eight  years  ago. 
In  moving  this  Amendment,  there  was 
on#  suggestion  he  would  make.  If  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  would  undertake 
to  give  favourable  consideration  to 
another  Amendment  standing  lower  on 
the  Paper,  by  which  it  was  laid  down 
that  no  Vote  on  Account  shouM  exceed 
two  months  Supply,  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  withdraw  his  present  Amend- 
ment. If,  however,  the  Government 
intended  to  adhere  to  the  practice  of 
bringing  in  only  one  Vote  on  Account, 
involving  an  enormous  sum,  it  was 
not  reasonable  that  the  House  should  6e 
asked  to  sanction  this  alteration  of  proced- 
ure. It  would  be  better  if  Votes  on 
Account  were  excluded  from  this  Rule. 
Be  begged  to  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  bis  name,  omitting  the 
propoaed  Rule  limiting  the  discussion 
on  any  Vote  on  Account  to  one  day. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  line  119,  to  leaire  oat  from  the  words 
*  Of  Iht  da^  80  allottwl,'  to  the  wordt  *  Vote  or 
tha  R^KMTt,'  in  line  35,  both  inolonivs."— (i^r. 
Edmund  Robertson. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand j>art  of  the 
Question." 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  quite 
sure  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  Vwill  see 
that  there  is  more  ground  for  this 
change  than  at  first  sight  he  appears  to 
suppose.  It  is  true  ihaX  under  the  old 
system  Votes  on  Account  were  brought 
im  perhaps  every  two  months,  but  that 
was  the  inevitable  result  of  the  okl 
system,  which  piled  up  Supply  at  the 
end  of  the  session ;  and  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  now  for  the  Government  to 
get,  by  V  otes  on  Account,  money  to  carry 
on  the  administration  of  the  country. 
Now  that  Supply  is  evenly  distributed 
and  that  in  eacn  week  there  is  an  oppor- 
tunity of  dealing  with  it,  the  old 
necessity  has  paased  away,  and  with  the 
old  necessity  the  old  practice.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  goes  on  to  ask  why  it  is 
provided  in  this  Rule  that  the  Vote  on 
Account  should  be  closured  I  will  give 
him  a  very  simple  reason,  which  I  will 
nraface  by  remmding  him  that  when 
Yotea  on  Account  were  first  introduced 
into  this  House  they  were  not  regarded 
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as  occasions  for  discussion  at  all.  They 
were  simply  regarded  in  anticipation  of 
the  Votes  the  House  would  be  asked  to 
discuss  later  on,  and  they  simply  asked 
the  House  meanwhile  to  give  the 
Government  the  money  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  country.  Those  Votes  on 
Account  were  always  given  without  dis- 
cussion, but  it  was  afterwards  found  to 
be  in  order  to  have  discussions  upon 
them.  Under  these  circumstances  I  ask 
whether  it  is  not  better  that  the  House 
should  devote  its  time  to  a  discussion  in 
Supply  of  twenty-three  allocated  Votes 
than  engage  in  an  absolutely  disorderly 
discussion  without  beginning  and  with- 
out end,  upon  a  single  Motion  upon 
which  every  other  question  raised 
can  properly  be  discussed.  I  think 
that  is  a  strong  practical  reason 
why  we  should  carry  out  this  Rule. 
There  are  two  additional  reasons. 
Consider  in  what  position  you  put  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  if  you  do  not 
lay  down  the  length  of  time.  The 
Coairman  of  Committees  is  asked  in 
granting  the  closure  whether  the  ques* 
tion  has  been  adequately  discussed. 
Upon  what  principle  is  the  Chairman  to 
decide  that  (question  ?  It  is  not  fair  to 
ask  the  Chau-man  to  decide  whether  a 
sufficient  proportion  of  the  time  haa 
been  given  to  any  subject.  There- 
fore, in  order  to  make  that  dear, 
I  say  it  is  desirable  to  lay  down 
that  the  discussion  shall  come  to 
an  end  after  a  certain  time.  There  is 
a  further  reason  which  I  am  sure  tha 
House  will  appreciate.  The  Government 
have  endeavoured  of  late  years  to  make 
the  discussion  of  Votes  on  Account  aa 
orderly  as  possible  by  putting  down  first 
some  subject  which  we  believe  to  be  of 
special  interest,  and  often  Gentlemen 
who  have  other  questions  to  raise  fed 
they  have  a  great  grievance  if  the  closure 
is  moved.  I  therefore  think  it  should 
be  made  clear  by  the  Standing  Orders 
that  the  debate  is  limited.  There  is  no 
desire  to  curtail  the  Uberties  of  the 
House  by  the  alteration,  but  only  to 
secure  the  orderly  discussion  of  Supply 
and  some  rdief  to  those  who  preside 
over  the  debates. 

♦(11.30.)  Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON 
(Norfolk,  N.)  said  he  wished  to  caD  atten- 
tion to  a  habit  which  had  sprung  upof  late 
of  taking  one  item  in  the  Vote  on  Account 
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and  discussing  it  at  length  at  that  time 
instead  of  taking  it  when  the  Vote  came 
up  in  due  course.    They  had  an  example 
of  thi?'  last  year,  when  an  Amendment 
was   moved   on  the  Educational  Vote, 
and   under  the  Rules  of  the  House  any 
hon.   Member  was    out  of   order  if  he 
alluded  to  any  other  question  upon  that 
Vote  not  connected  with  education.  The 
debate  he  referred  to  went  on  until  twelve 
o'clock,   when    the    First  Lord    of    the 
Treasury  came  in  and  closured  the  Vote. 
If  any  responsible  Minister  had  been  in 
the   House    during    the  whole    of    the 
•debate,  he  would  have  pointed  out  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Vote 
on  Account  must  be  passed  that  night, 
and   he   would   have  suggested  to  hon. 
Members     that    it    would    have    been 
better  that  the  debate    on  the   Educa- 
tional Vote  should  cease  at   a  certain 
time,  and  then  other  hon.  Members  who 
had  anything  to  say  upon  the  Vote  on 
Account  as   such    would  have   had  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so.      He  thought 
that  any  responsible  Leader  would  have 
taken  that  course  instead  of  coming  into 
the  House  and  closing  items  amounting 
to  some  £17,000,000.     The  amount  of 
Supply  had   gradually    grown,  and   he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
agree  that  these  were  matters  which  the 
House  ought  to  be  allowed  full  oppor- 
tunities of  discussing.     He  thought  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  admit  the 
necessity  of  discussing  whether  five  or 
six  months  Supply  was  too  much  to  be 
taken    in   one  lump  sum.     .He  wished 
also  to  call   attention  to  the  new  Votes. 
The  object  of  a  Vote  on  Account  was  that 
the  current  services  should  be  earned  on, 
and  that  the  collection  of  the  revenues 
should  proceed.     Such  Votes  were  neces- 
sary  in   order  that  the    work  of    the 
Treasury,  the  Foreign  Oflfice,  the  Colonial 
Office,  and  other  public   Offices   should 
proceed  without  interruption.     That  was 
the  object  of  Votes  on  Account  ;  but 
certainly  no    new  works   of    a   contro- 
versial character  should  be  put  in  Votes 
on  Account.     Last  year  there  was   in- 
cluded a  Vote  for  the  Gladstone  monu- 
ment,    and,     although     he     did     not 
think     any      hon.      Member      wished 
to  question    that    expenditure,  it  was 
undoubtedly    the    constitutional    right 
of  the  House   that  any  hon.   Member 
should  be  able  to  move  the  rejection  of 
S^ir  Brampton  Gurdon, 


the  whole  of  that  Vote,  and  if  it  had 
been  a  Cromwell  monument  they  wonld 
probably  have  had  considerable  opposition 
on  the  part  of  some  hon.  Members.  The 
position  would  have  been  that  they  could 
not  have  rejected  the  Vote  for  that 
monument  without  rejecting  the  whole 
of  the  Vote  on  Account.  He  would  not 
move  any  Amendment,  but  he  should 
be  very  glad  if  this  paragraph  could  be 
so  worded  that  the  discussion  of  the 
Vote  on  Account  should  be  limited  to 
the  questions  of  the  total  amount  of 
the  Vote,  and  of  the  introduction  of  new 
or  controversial  services. 

Mr  BRYCE  thought  this  was  theproper 
occasion  to  call  attention  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  new  Rules  were  making  every- 
thingmuchmorefixed  and  definitely  settled 
automatically.  He  regretted  that  instead 
of  relying  partly  upon  the  general  sense 
of  the  House  and  partly  upon  the 
closure,  which  could  always  be  moved 
when  a  proper  case  had  been  made  out, 
a  sort  of  automatic  closure  was  now 
being  adopted.  A  short  discussion  at  a 
time  when  the  Vote  on  Account  was 
taken  might  be  worth  a  great  deal  more 
than  the  prospect  of  a  discussion  later  on. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  it 
would  be  a  disagreeable  duty  if  the  Chair- 
man was  asked  to  decide  the  closure.  He 
wished  to  point  out  that  the  usage  of  the 
House  generally  fixed  when  the  closure  was 
to  be  applied,  and  when  it  was  thought 
that  a  discussion  ought  not  to  exceed 
a  day  the  Chairman  or  the  Speaker 
ruled  accordingly,  and  they  seldom 
found  it  difficult  in  deciding  what  the 
sense  and  feeHng  of  the  House  required. 
He  was  more  inclined  to  rely  upon  the 
sense  and  usage  of  the  House  and  the 
usage  of  the  Chair,  but  the  tendency  of 
these  Rules  seemed  to  him  to  be  to 
introduce  automatic  closure,  which 
placed  them  in  a  coat  of  heavy  armour 
which  made  the  conducting  of  their 
business  far  more  difficult  than  it  was 
before.  It  was  because  he  thought  the 
new  Rule  would  have  this  tendency  that 
he  should  support  the  Amendment  of 
his  hon.  friend  if  a  division  were  taken. 

(11.40.)  Mb.  DILLON  thought  ther© 
was  great  force  in  what  had  been  said 
as  to  the  desirability  of  fixing  in  the 
Rule  the  length  of  time  which  a  debate 
on  a  Vote  on  Account  was  to  last,  thus 
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elieving  the  Chair  of  the  duty  of  apply- 
i  Dg  the  closure  to  a  discussion  which 
might  have  only  just  commenced.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  convey 
•a  false  impression  in  regard  to  the 
history  on  Votes  on  Account  because 
up  to  the  advent  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment Votes  on  Account  never  exceeded 
more  than  two  months  of  Supply,  which 
irere  taken  at  intervals  of  about  two 
months,  and  tliey  never  exceeded  more 
than  about  £4,000,000  or  £5,000,000.  He 
thought  the  old  practice  was  a  good  one. 
Therefore  he  thought  the  real  fault  had 
been  in  taking  such  an  enormous  Vote 
■on  Account,  which  undoubtedly  had  on 
more  than  one  occasion  given  rise  to  the 
greatest  possible  irritation  on  the  part 


of  Members  of  the  House.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  admitted  that 
he  recognised  it  was  natural  and  inevit- 
able in  taking  Votes  on  Account  that 
hon.  Members  should  feel  a  deep  sense 
of  injury  when  they  were  closured  on  a 
matter  which  they  considered  very  im- 
portant. He  must  say  that  the  change 
was  a  great  and  marked  improvement, 
because  nothing  could  be  more  futile 
and  absurd  than  the  old  system  of  allow- 
ing the  affairs  of  China  or  East  Mayo  to 
be  discussed  by  different  speakers^  in 
connection  with  the  same  Vote. 

(11.43.)  Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  186  ;  Noet> 
101.     (Division  List  No.  137.) 


Acland-  Hood,Capt.  Sir.Uex.  F. 
Ajmew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
AlihiiBeD,  Aagostus  Hen.  Eden 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanhope 
Araold-Forst^r,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Ba]  Carres,  Lord 
Bal  four,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  {Manch*r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  b.  (Homsey) 
Bal  foar,Rt  HnGerald  W.  ( Leeds 
Balfonr,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbary,  Fre<lerick  (leorge 
Beach,  Rt  Hn.  SirM  ichael  Hicks 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthnr 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
BoAcawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brook6eld,  Colonel  Montagu 
Bull,  William  Jamea 
BurdettrCouttA,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Careon,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Kdw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlam,  J.  Au8ten(  Worc'r 
Chapman,  Eldward 
Charrinffton,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  S|>encer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,Hon.  ThomasH.  A.  E. 
Coj^hill,  Doaglas  Harry 
CoUincB,  Rt.  non.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  JohnCharles  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  (\imeron  (Glasgow 
Corbett,  T.  L.   (Down,  North) 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Cro*»,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Croseley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 


AYES. 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Egerton,  Hon.  A  de  Tatton 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Edward 
Ferc:u88on,Rt.Hn.  SirJ.  (Manc*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS(  Warwick,S.  W. 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Giblie,HnA.G.H.(CityofLond. 
Gibbs,  Hon.Vicary(St.All>ans)  , 
(iodson,SirAuguHtusFrederick 
Gordon,  Hn  J.  E.  ( Elgin&Naim) 
Gore,HnG.  R.  C.  Orm.sby-(Salop 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
(ioschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
(ioulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham)  ' 

Green,  WalfordD.(Wedne8bry  ' 
Greene,SirE.W(B'rySEdm'nds 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury  ' 
Greene,  W.  Ray mond-( Cam  Iw.)  I 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton, Marq.of(L*nd'nder'y 
Hardy,I^urence(Kent,Ashfo*d  ' 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  Jaine:^  (Statiords,  N.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Ho<lge,  RobertTrotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred  | 

Hobhouse,  Henry  (Somerset,  E. 
Hope,  J.  F.(Shettield,Bright8ide 
Howanl,Jno.(Kent,Faversnam  • 
Jebb,  Sir  Richanl(Claver house  ' 
Keswick,  William  I 

Lawrence,  Joseph  (Monmouth)  , 
Lawson,  John  Grant 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead)  \ 
Leigh- liennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederiokN.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 


Long,  Rt  Hn  Walter( Bristol, 8. ) 
I  Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
I  Lowe,  Francis  William 
I  Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
I  Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
,  Lucas,  Reginald J( Portsmouth) 
I  Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney, RtHnW.G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cuumiing 
M*Calraont,Col.  H.  L.B(Camb8. 
I  M'Calmont,  Col.  J.  ( Antrim,£. 
,  Malcolm,  Ian 
,  Manners,  Lord  Cecil 

Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
•  MaMHcy-Mainwaiing,Hn.W.F. 
Max  well,  W  J  H(  Dumfriesshire 
,  Meysey- Thorn  phon.  Sir  H.  M. 
Mifner,  Rt.  Hn.  SirFrederickG. 
Mitchell,  William 
Molesworth,  Sir  Le%vis 
.Montagu,  (f.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hanta) 
Moon,  Eilward  ltol»ert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 
Morgan,  David  J  (WalthamstV 
Morrell,  (ieorge  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Arohiliald 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.(Deptford 
Murray,  RtHn  A.  Graliam(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Mjers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nii'ol,  Donal  Niuian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike(Darlingt'n 
Peml)erton,  John  S.  G. 
Penn,  John 

Piatt- Higginn,  Fre<lerick 
Plumnier,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernej^t  (ieorge 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquhanon 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,  Hn.  M.  W.  (Stahr  bridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.  En.Chas.l1iom8on 
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Bobertson,  Herbert  (Haokney) 
Hobuisoii,  Brooke 
Koon^L  Jamea 
Kussefi,  T.  W. 
Autherford,  John 
Sackviile,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  CoL  Samael  Alexander 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W. 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Shaw>Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew 

tlmeon,  Sir  Barrington 
inclair,  Loms  (Homford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 

Abraham,William(Cork,N.  E. ) 

Allen,Charle8P.  (Glouc, Stroud 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Asquith,  Rt.  Hn.  HerbertHenry 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Blake,  Edward 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  James 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  8.) 

Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

ChanpiDg^  Francis  Allston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean^  Eusene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duncan » J.  Hastings 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Ff  rench,  Peter 

Field,  William 

Ffynn,  James  Christopher 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Gilhooly,  James 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


{COMMONS} 

Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  Qnoskifik) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.M*Ta£gart 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Heoley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn  J.  G.  (Oxf  dUniv. ) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Hennr  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tufnell,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyu,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,Lt.  Col.  A.C.IL(Taimton 

NOES.: 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  EllU  J. 
Hammond,  John 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
fiayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesSeale- 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charies  H. 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jones,  William(Camarvonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kennedy,  Patrick  James 
Lambert,  George 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbeit 
Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M*Crae,  George 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  Johp 
M*Kilk>p,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 
Mansfield,  Horace  ReiidaU 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti^  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  Col.  JohnP.  (Galway,  N . 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Nassey,  Thomas  Willans 
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Whitmore,  Cliarlfle  AImuqu 
Williams,  Colonel  K.  (Boreet) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Arofaibald 
WilMMi,  A.Staiilev(York,  £.  R. 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson,  J.  W,  (Worcestersh.  N. 
Wodehou8e,Rt.  Hn.  E.  E.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gnatav  WUheftm 
WyadbamQuin. Major W.  H. 
Yerboigh,  Robert  Armn^rong 


Tellers  for  the 
Sir  William  Walhmd  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


O'Brien,  K«:ndal(Tip*emrf, Mid 

C'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkeonv) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,  W . 

O'Doanell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O'Kelly,  Conor  (Mayo,  N.) 

O'  Kelly  ,James(  Kosoommon,N . 

O'Malley,  WiUiam 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shaughneasy,  P.  J. 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saibon  Wakkn> 

Pine,  Danean  V. 

Power^  Patrick  Josepk 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  £.  (WaterfoidV 

Rigg,  Riehard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbtgha) 

Robertson,  Edmwid  (DmuiM) 

Roohe,  John 

SheehaB)  Daniel  Daniel 

Suelalr,  John  (Forfaithire) 

SpeuMr,RtBnC.  K.  (NorthanU 

SteveoBon,  Franoia  S. 

SuBivan,  Donal 

Thomas, F.  rrrrtmna  (Hartinflri 

Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W^ ) 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Luke  (York,  £.  R.) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  Norths 

WUsoii,  Henry  J.  ( Yerk,  W.  R, ) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Captain  Norton  and  Mr. 
Warner. 


(11.55.)  Mr.  OHANNING  moved  an 
Amendment,  ol  v^hicb  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Islington  had  given  notice,  to 
omit  the  following  portion  of  the  Standing 
Order— 

"At  midnight  on  the  close  of  the  day  on  which 
the  Committee  on  that  Vote  Ib  taken,  and  at 
the  dose  of  the  Sitting  on  which  the  Report  of 
that  Vote  is  taken,  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees or  the  Speaker,  as  the  case  may  be, 
shall  forthwith  put  erery  Question  necessary 
to  dispose  of  the  Vote  or  the  Keport." 

He  said  the  Amendment  was  practically 
to  exclude  the  proposal  with  re^>e6t  to 
the  automatic  guillotining  of  outstanding 
votes.  The  Leader  of  the  House,  or  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  a  Vote  always  had 


the  power  of  moving  the  ordinarv 
closure  of  debates  in  Supply.  He  had 
since  1896  always  protested  against  the 
automatic  guillotine,  and  having  seen 
the  disadvantage  of  that  form  of  Mosurot 
and  being  convinced  that  it  was  a 
thoroughly  unsound  principle  to  apfrfj 
either  to  legislation  or  Votes  in  Supply 
he  objected  to  the  proposal  now  XBaoei  ^, 

It  being  Midnight,  the  debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Mondaj 
ne^. 

Adjourned  at  five  miaates  after  Twehr* 
o'clock  till  Monday  next. 


[APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX     I. 


PUBLIC   BILLS 

DEALT    WITH    IN    VOLUME    CVI. 

Those  marked  thus  ♦  are  Government  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in 
the  last  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume.  "[h.l.]''  following  title 
indicates  that  the  Bill  was  originated  in  the  Lords. 


(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


TlUe  of  Bill. 


*Anny  Annual 


County  Courts    (Ireland) 
fH.L.] 

Divorce  [h.l.] 

I^nd  Valuation  (Scotland) 
Amendment  [h.l.] 

♦Marine  Insurance  [h.l.] 


♦Matrimonial  Causes  Act 
Amendment  [h.l.] 

Musical  Copyright  [h.l.] 


♦Naval  Prize  [h.l.] 


Brought  in  by 


Lard  Raglan 


Lord  AMourn^ 


Earl  Hussell 
Lord   Balfmir 


Tli€  Lord  ClumceUor 


Th^  Lord  Chancellor 


Lord  Monkuvjell 


The  Lord  Chancellor 


Shops  (Early  Closing)  No.     '  Lord  Arehury 
2  [h.L.1 


Progreea. 


Read  !•  14th  April  (122) 
Read  2«  17th  April  (455) 
Committee  18th  April  (628) 
Read  3*  and  passed  2 1st  April 
(777) 

Committee  15th  April  (266) 

Read  lM8th  April  (627) 
Read  P  22nd  April  (912) 

Read  2*  17th  April  (457) 
Committee  18th  April  (629) 

Read  2*  17th  April  (558) 
Read  S**  and  passed  24th  April 
(1164) 

Read  2'  17th  April  (455) 
Committee  18th  April  (629) 
Report  24th  April  (1148) 
Read  3*»  and  passed  25th  April 
(1316) 

Committee  17th  April  (458) 
Report  24th  April  (1164) 
Read  3"  and  passed  25th  April 
(1316) 

Read  V  14th  April  (122) 


(B.)    House  of  Commons. 


TIU«  of  Bill. 


Agicultural  and  Technical 
Instruction  (Ireknd)  Act 
(1899)  Amendment 

VOL.  CVL  [Fourth  Series.] 


Brooght  in  by 


Pn)grt»n. 


Mr,  Carrill 


Read  1^  18th  April  (660) 


I 


(B.)    House  of  Commons— coniinned. 


Title  of  Bill. 


Beer 


Contempt  of  Court 

Day  Industrial  Schools  (Ire- 
land) 

Employers  and  Workmen's 
Act  (1875)  Amendment 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(1901)  Amendment  [h.l.] 

Fisheries    (Ireland)    Act 
Amendment 

Grocers*  Licences  (Scotland) 

Highways 

Home  Industries 

Home  Industries  [No.  2] 

Land  Dedication 


Local  (Jovemment  (Wales, 
Monmouthshire) 

Meat  Marking  (Ireland) 

Old  Age  Pensions  [No.  2] 

Parliamentary  Voters  (Regis- 
tration) 

Poor  Law  Officers*  Superan- 
nuation (Scotland) 

Poor  Law  Superannuation 

(Ireland) 
Prevention  of  Pollution  of 

Rivers  and  Streams 
Public  Health 

Public  Libraries  (Ireland) 

*Royal  Naval  Reserve  Volun 
teers 

Shop  Clubs 

Under  Sheriffs  (Ireland) 


Brought  in  by 


Mr,  Tomlinson 


Mr.  P.  A,  M'Hugh 
Mr,  Harrington 


Mr.  Bell 


Mr.  Tenant 


Mr.  Selon-Karr 


Sir  John  Leng 
Mr.  Bill 
Col.  Denny 
Ccl,  Denny 
Lord  Balcaires 


Mr.  Edwards 


Mr.  Field 
Mr.  Channing 
Mr.  Cremer 


Mr.  Maxwell 


Mr.  O'Malley 

Sir  Francis  Powell 

Sir  Francis  Powell 

Mr^  Dillon 

Mr.  Amold-Forster 

Major  Evans-Gordon 

Mr.  John  Gordon 


ProKraM. 


Second  Reading  defeated  22im1 
April  (1077) 

Read  1*  25th  April  (1271) 

ReadP  17th  April  (623) 


Read  V  22nd  April  (953) 


Read  1^  22nd  April  (953) 


Read  V  22nd  April  (953) 


Read  1"  21st  April  (817) 
Read  1"  11th  April  (22) 
BiU  Withdrawn  1 1th  April  (21 ) 
Head  V  11th  April  (21) 
Read  V  16th  April  (660) 

Second  Reading  defeated  1 6th 
April  (383) 

Read  2^  17th  April  (451) 

Read  V  15th  April  (291) 

Read  V  22nd  April  (953) 


Read  P  25th  April  (1272) 


Read  V  11th  April  (111) 
Read  1"  25th  April  (1338) 
Read  1"  25th  April  (1338) 
Read  V  25th  April  (1338) 
Read  1°  25th  April  (1338) 
Reported  25th  April  (1265) 
Read  1' 11th  April  (22 
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required  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  Days  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House. 

[In  continuation  of  List  in  preceding  Volume.] 


Title  of  Paper. 


Priftons  (Ireland), — Copy  of  Order  in  Council  approving 
of  Rales  made  by  the  General  Prisons  board  for 
Ireland  for  the  government  of  Ordinary  Prisons 
[40  and  41  Vic,  c  49,  s.  57  (c)] 


Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877  (Cam- 
bridge),— C!k>py  of  a  Statute  made  by  the  Croveming 
Body  of  Jesos  (Dollege,  Cambridge,  under  The 
Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877,  on 
16th  December  1901,  amending  Statutes  VII.  and  IX. 
of  the  Statutes  of  that  College  [40  and  41  Vic,  c.  48, 
e.  50] 


Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877  (Ox- 
ford),— Copy  of  a  Statute  made  by  the  Governing 
Body  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  under  The  Urn- 
versities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877,  on  10th 
December  1901,  amending  Statute  V.  of  the  Statutes 
of  that  College  [25  and  26  Vic,  c  26,  8.  7] 


Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1899  (Rules  for  Retreats) 
(Scotland), — Copy  of  Rules  for  Rietreat«  licensed  under 
the  Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1899,  in  Scotland,  dated 
14th  April  1902,  approved  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  [61  and 62  Vic,  c  60,  h.  21  (1)] 


Date  from  which     Period  to  lie  upon 
the  Period  runs.  the  Table. 


7  April 


14  April 


14  April 


40  days 


12  weeks 


12  weeks 


15  April 


4  weeks  (whilst 
the  House  is 
sitting) 


3  1  2 


APPENDIX  in. 


TABLES  EXPLANATORY  OF  THE  BUDGET  STATEMENT. 


(1)   Revenue  (Exchequer  Receipts)  and  Expenditure  (Exchequeb  Issun) 

FOR  1901-1902. 


Revenue  (Exchequer  Receipts) — 1901-02. 

Expenditure  (Exchequer  lasaes) — 1901-02. 

Customs 

£ 
30,993,000 

1.  Consolidated    Fund 
Services. 

£ 

Inland  Revenue : 

Excise 

Estate,  etc.,  Duties     ... 

31,600,000 
14,200,000 

National  Debt  Services : 
A.     Inside     the     fixed 

charge    ... 
i:.     Outside    the    fixed 

charge    ... 

18,319,000 
3,367,000 

Stamps            

Tiand  Tax 

House  Duty    

7,800,000 

725,000 

1,775,000 

Other  Consolidated  Fund 
Services 

Payments  to  Local  Taxa- 
tion Accounts 

1,644,000 
1,153,000 

Property  and   Income 

34,800,000 

Total  Consolidated  Fond 
Services  ••• 

II.  Supply  Services. 

Army     (including    Ord- 
nance Factories) 

Tax(atls.  2d.inthe£) 

24483,000 

12L893,000 

Total  Tax  Sevenue 

Post  Office 

14,300,000 

02,542,000 

Telegraph  Service  ... 

3,490,000 

j.\ a V  V       ...           ...           ... 

31,030,000 

Crown  Lands 

465,000 

Civil  Services    .. 

30,500,000 

Suez  Canal  Share  and 
Cognate  Receipts... 

870,000 

Customs      and      Inland 
Revenue 

2,955,000 

Miscellaneous 

1,990,000 

Post  Office 

9,240,000 

, 

) 

Telegraph  Service 

4,010,000 

1 

TotAl  Hon-Tax  Sevenue  • 

21105.000 

1 

Packet  Service 

Total  Supply  Services  ... 

Total  Expenditure 

762,000 

142,998,000 
62.624.000 

Total  Sevenue      

J^QQQ^^    ••!                       ...                       ••.                       ••« 

171,039,000 

1 

196.622.000 

196.622,000 

Noft.—See,  for  fuller  figures,  Hourte  of  Commons  Paper  141. 


(2)  Balance  Shbbt  (Estimated)  for  1902-1903  on  Basis  of  Existing 

Taxation,   and   before  taking   into  Account  the  Changes 

proposed   bt  the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer. 


Revenue  (Exchequer  ReoeipU) 
1902-1903. 


Customs  ... 


Inland  Revenue  : 
Excise  ... 
Estate,  &c.,  Duties 
Stamps... 

Land  Tax        

House  Duty 


Property  and  Income 
Tax  (at  Is.  2d.  in 
the  £)         


Total  Tax  Seveiiue 


Post  Office 

Telegraph  Service 

Crown  Lands 

Suez  Canal  Share  and 
CognaXe  Receipts    . . . 

Miscellaneous  ... 

Total  Hon-Tax  Sevenue ... 

Tdtal  Eevenue       

.Bftimated  Deficit 


Expenditure  (Exchequer  Issues) 
1902-1903. 


£ 
32,800,000 


32,700,000 
13,200,000 

8,200,000 
740,000 

1,760,000 


L — Consolidated  Fund 
Services. 

National  Debt  Services ; 
A.    Inside    the    Fixed 

Charge 
a    Outside  the  Fixed 

Charge 

Other  Consolidated  Fund 
Services         

Payments  to  Local  Taxa- 
tion Accounts 


36,600,000 


Total  Consolidated  Fond 
Sorvices    


,00   ,000     ii._^uppLY  Services  : 


23,000,000 
3,650,000 

1,645,000 

1,15.5,000 


29,450,000 


14,800,000 

3,630,000 

475,000 

880,000 
2,000,000 


21,785,000 


147,785,000 
26,824,000 


174,609,000 


Army     (including    Ord- 
nance Factories) 

Civil  Services 

Customs      and      Inland 
Revenue 

Post  Office 

Telegraph  Service 

Packet  Service  ... 

Total  Supply  Services    . . . 
Total  Expenditure 


69,665,000 
31,255,000 
26,448,000 

3,039,000 

9,762,000 

4,211,000 

779,000 

145,159,000 
174,609,000 


Note.-^See,  for  fuller  figures.  House  of  CommonH  Paper  141. 


3)  Final  Balance  Shbbt  (Estikatbd)  19024903,  showing  the   EFFECfr  of  th» 
Changes  proposed  bt  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 


ReTei»ie(BzcheqaerBeoeiptB)  1008-1908. 


Customs —  £ 

As  in  Appendix  IL    32,800,000 

Add-- 
Amount  receivable  from  Duty 
on  Com,  Grain,  Meal,  &o.  .        2,650,000 


Inland  Rbvenuk— 

JCiXvLBe      •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Estate,  &c..  Duties     

Stamps— As  in  Appendix  IL 

Add— 
Duty  on  Bills  at  Sight 

Land  Tax 

House  Duty      

Property  and  Income  Tax  at 
Is.  2a,  in  the  £,  as  in 
Appendix  IL  

Add^ 
Amount  receivable  from  addi- 
tional Id.  in  the  £ 


8,200,000 


500,000 


>  •  •  ••• 


36,600,000 


2,000,000 


Total  Tax  Sevenue 


«••  •••  •••  ••• 


Post  Office        

Telegraph  Service       

Crown  Lands    ...         ...         ... 

Suez  Canal  Share  and  Cognate  Receipts 
Miscellaneous 

Total  Hon-Taz  Seveiiue 

Total  Estimated  Sevenue  - 
Estunated  Deficit 


35,450,     0 


32,7  0,000 


13,200,000 


8,700,000 

740,000 

1,760,000 


38,600,000 


131»1S0»000 


14,800,000 

3,630,000 

475,000 

880,000 

2,000,000 


21.78&000 


162,936,000 
36,634,000 


188,469«000 


Expenditnitt  (Ezcbe^oer  Issom) 
190i-IOOS. 


I.  —Consolidated 
Fund  Services. 

As  in  Ap-         £ 
pendixll.  29,450,000 

Dedtict— 
Proposed 
sospen- 
sioii    of 
theSink- 
ingFimd  4,640,000 

24,810,000 

Add— 
Interest, 
&c,  on 
Debt  to 
be  created  750,000 


Total  Consolidated 
Fund  Servioes  ... 

IL— Supply 
Services. 

Army  (inclnding 
Ordnance  Fac- 
tories)        

Navy  

Civil  Services 

Customs  and  Inland 
lie  venue 

Post  Office 

Telegraph    Service 

Packet  Service     ... 


Total  Supply  Ser- 
vices according  to 
Etitimates  pre- 
sented to  Parlia- 
ment 

Add—  Supplemen-  k 
tary  provision  to  | 

meetcontingencies ) 

Total    Estimated 
Expenditure    .. 


25,560,000 


SSi&8O0M 


69,665,000' 
31^255,000 
26,448,000* 

3,039,0J0 

9,762,000- 

4,211,0J0* 

779,OJO 


145,159,000 


17,750.000^ 


182,908409 


188,468,00ft 


Note. — See,  for  fuller  figures,  House  of  Commons  Paper  141 


INDEX 


TO    THE 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED    EDITION]. 

SIXTH     VOLUME    OF,    SESSION     1902. 


APRIL  U— APRIL  25. 


EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENTS  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

BilU :  Read  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time  =  Ik.,  2b.,  3b.  [<?.]  =  CommonB.  (/.]  =  Lords. 
Amendi.  =  Amendment.  Os.  Observations.  Qs.  =  Questions.  Com.  =  Committee. 
Con.  -  Consideration.  Where  in  the  Index  •  is  added  with  Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote 
in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  it  Indicates  that  no  Debate  took  place  on  that  Stage  of  the 
Bill,  or  on  that  Vote.  Subiecte  discussed  in  Committee  of  Supply  are  entered  under 
their  headings,  and  also  under  Meml)er«  Names,  without  reference  to  the  actual  Vote 
before  the  Committee. 


Aberdeen  Tramways  Bill 

Ittauiry,  Holding  in  Edinbargh. 
Q,    Apr,  £4, 1193. 

Abertillery  Urban  District  Oooncil  Bil 

/.     Report.*  Apr,  25,  1313 

Ad  onmment  of  the  House 

Motions  for  Adjoamments  ander  Standing 
Order  XVIL 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Compulsory 
Detention  in  Cape  Town  without 
charge  brought  and  for  indefinite 
Itrngtn  of  time.  [Mr.  J.  Morley] 
Apr.  S4y  1208. 

Ireland  —  Proclamation  of  Nine 
CoEnties  and  two  Cities  noder 
Crimes  Act  of  1887.  [Mr.  J. 
Redmond]  Apr.  17 ,  656. 

Admiralty 

Firtt  Lord — Earl  of  Sel  borne. 
Secretary — Mr.  H.  O.  Arnold- Forster. 
Civil  Lord^Mr.  E.  G.  Pretyman. 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  see  that  title. 

War  Service,  Subvention  of  Merchant 
Steamers  —  Companies  substituting 
Forei^  Fla$r  for  British,  Admiralty 
•of orcing  right  of  pre-emption  in  such 
aeaae. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1181. 

Africa,  Central 

Victoria  Nyanza  District  —  Pontal 
Arrangements,  Letters  incorrectly 
addressed.  Delay  in  forwardii*^. 
Acquainting  Public  with  correct  mode 
of  Address  by  means  of  Circular, 
proposed. 

Q.    Apr.  ft,  ©38.  ' 


Africa,  East 

British  and  German  Spheres  of  Interest— 
Bouudary  of  Lakes  Nysna  and 
Tanganyika,  Copy  of  Agreement 
Presented,  Apr.  U,  118. 

Uganda,  see  that  title. 

Zanzibar,   Slavery  in  — British    Officials 
admimstering   Law   which   acknow- 
ledges legal  status  of  slavery. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  644. 

Africa,  S6nth 

Army  of  Occupation,  Cost  of. 
0.    Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Apr.  I4, 196. 

Ranking    Transactions    for    Supply    of 
Funds  and  movement  of  Specie  from 
Outbreak  of  the  War  to  Nov.  30, 1901. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  639. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  Astronomical  Observa- 
tory  —  Report  Presented,  Apr.  24, 
1169;  Apr.  25,  1315. 

Martial  Law,  see  title  South  African  War 
— Martial  Law. 

War,  see  Sonth  African  War. 

WolseleT^s,     Lord,     Vi^il  —  Refusal     of 
FiMsilities  to  Visit  Battlefieldi^,  alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  nit. 

Africa,  West 

Gold  Coast,  see  that  title. 

Rainsford  v.  Bro«rne  Libel  Case,  see  Rains- 
fold  V.  Browne. 

Agnew,  Sir  A.  N.  [Edinbargh,  &] 

Telegranh  Service,  Scotland— Extension 
of  Underground  Wire  Sy^t^ui  to 
Scotland,  proposed,  Apr.  18, 698. 

Agrarian  Outrages,  Ireland 

Reion^  for  1901,  Presented,  Apr.  14,  120 ; 
Apr.  15,  269;  Apr.  21,  776,  796. 


Agr — Arm] 


INDEX. 
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Agricnltare 

Ireland— Prices  of  Agricultaral  Produce, 
Report  Presented,  Apr,  I4, 117. 

Prices  received  under  Markets  and  Fairs 
(Weighing   of   Cattle)    Act,     1891  — 
Weekly  ^blication,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  27,  539. 

Asricnltiire  and  Technical   Instruction 
Department,  Ireland 

Galway,     Technical     Instruction  —  Full 
amount  of  Equivalent   Grant  under 
Acts  of  1889  and  1891,  Making  avail- 
able for  Technical  Instruction.  . 
Qs,     Apr.  2U  814  ;  Apr,  S2,  945    * 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
Ireland)  Act  (1899)  Amendment  Bill 

c.     IB.*  Apr,  18,   660. 

Agriculture  and  Technical    Instruction 
(Ireland)  Bill 

/.     IR.*    Apr,  17,  477. 

Ailesbury,  Marquess  of 

Indian  Army — Imperial  Cadet  Corps 
Equipment,  Saddle  Cloth  of  Snow 
LeDpard's  skin,  Apr,  $4,  1163. 

Alcohol 

Revenue  derived  from,  Increase  in. 
0.    Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  April  J:2,  989. 

Aldershot 


Apr.    11-  ^;7r.    25. 

Alverstone,  iMtA—Lord  Chif J  Justice. 

Martial  Law— Military  necessity  the  sole 
justi6oation  Civil  Courts  not  neces- 
sarily superseded  —  Distinction  be- 
tween Military  and  Martial  Law, 
Apr,g4,U5S. 


Ambrose,  Dr.  B.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Distillation  in  Ireland — 0>nstaUet  en- 
deavouring to  persuade  perscms  to 
establish  Illicit  Stills,  alleged,  Dia- 
f^iises  of  Constables,  etc,  Apr.  14^ 
155. 

Ammunition 

Reserve  of  Ammunition,  Shortase  in  1896 
— Attack  on  Sir  H.  Campbell -Banner- 
man's  War  Office  Administration. 

Motion  for  Papers  [Lord  Monkswell] 
Apr.  17,  459. 

Anglo-Japanese  Agreement 

ntt  Japan — Great  Britain  and  Japan. 

Annuities 

8te  National  Debt 
Antrim 

Labourers'    Cottage*,    Share   of    County 
Antrim  in  the  Grant. 
Q,    Apr,  14,  154. 


Yeomanry,  Imperial,  Training  at  Alder-    Axchdale,  Mr.  E.  M.  [Fermanagh,  N.] 


shot — Inadequate  Number  of  Horses, 
Deficiency     in      Medical      Officers, 
Farriers,  etc. 
Q.    Apr,  15, 273. 

Allan,  Mr.  W.  [Gateshead] 

Highland  Regiments,    Abolition    of    the 
Kilt,  alleged,  Apr,  11,  13. 

Navy. 

Coal — Experiments  with  mixed  Coal,    Ardfinnan 


Boycotting  and  Intimidation — Represen- 
tation of  Ireland  at  Coronation  Cere- 
monies, etc.,  Apr,  17,  589. 

Ardeer,  Ayrshire 

Nobel's  Explosives  Factory,  Explosion  of 
Nitro-Glycerine — Report  of  Inspector 
Presented,  Apr,  14^  116. 


Apr.  11,  15 ;  Apr.  I4,  140. 
"  Diadem  " 

Boilers,  Natural  of  Repairs  — 
Tenders  from  Private  Firms,  etc. , 
Apr.  17,  524,  525  ;  Apr,  18,  643, 
644. 

Steaming  Records,  Apr,  SI,  804. 

Engineering    Branch,     Promotions — 
Comparison  with  the  Pajrmaster 
Branch,  Apr,  SS,  930. 

'•  Medusa  "  H.  M.  S. 

Dilrr  Boilers,  Difficulties  of  fitting 
owing  to  limited  space,  Apr, 
ff,  9&. 

Fan  Engines  and  Fan,  Method  of 
fitting,  etc.,  Apr,  £5,  1324. 

*' Spartiate,"  Nature  and  Cost  of 
Repairs,  Apr,  17,  525;  Apr,  S2, 
929. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc.  Increase  in 
—Budget  Proposal,  Apr,  15,  339. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  Marconi  System- 
Question  of  validity  of  Mr.  Marconi's 
Patent,  Apr.  18,  705. 

Altmore,  Tsrrone 

Judicial  Rents — Treatment  of  Tenants  by 
Landlords,  Inquiry  proposed. 
Qa.     Apr.  22,  942,  943. 

8 


Burning  of  Burke's  House — County  Court 
Judge  Moore's  Statement  concerning 
people  of  Ardfinnan. 
Q.     Apr.  f^  1201. 

Argentina 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  17,  454. 

Armenia 

Disturbed  State — Sendine  British  Consul 
at  Diarbakir  to  Moush,  etc 


Q.    Apr.  15,  277. 


Army 


St. 


Secretary    of  State— Rt.     Hon. 

John  Brodrick. 
Under  Secretary — Lord  Raglan. 
Financial  Secretary — Lord  Stanley. 

Aldershot,  Training  of  Yeomanry— In- 
adequate Number  of  Horses,  Defi- 
ciency in  Medical  Officers,  Farriers, 
etc 

Q.    Apr,  15,  273. 

Ammunition,  Reserve  of — Shortage  in 
1895,  Attack  on  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman^s  War  Office  Administra- 
tion. 

Motion  for  Papers  [Lord  Monkswell] 
Apr.  17,  459. 

[nmf. 
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[Arm — Arm 


:ont. 


Army 

Artillersr  —  Royal    Field    Artillery,    Re- 
plamng  Namerak  on  Shoalder  Straps, 
propoi^, 
Q.    Apr.  S4,  1 179. 

Bands — Royal  Ganison  Regiments,  Sanc- 
tioning Band*. 
Q.    Apr.  S£,  928. 

Canteens,  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

Constitution  of  Committee,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  133. 

Date  of  publication  of  Report,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  25,  1322. 

Cavalry. 

Subalterns,  Number  with    four  and 
five  years  Regular  Army  Service. 
Q.    ^pr.  ;?^,  1179. 

Yeomanry  Officers,  Number  granted 
CommiHsions    in    Cavalry   Reffi- 
inents   since    Outbreak    of    t-ne 
South  African  War. 
Q.     Apr.  S4t  1178. 

Clasps,  see  title  Medals  and  Clasps. 

Clubs  for  Soldiers — Lord  Cromer^s  Report 
on  Soldiers*  Club  at  Cairo,  Establish- 
ing similar  Clubs  in  Great  Britain, 
proposed. 

Q.    Apr.  25,  1321. 

Contracts. 

Fair    Wage     Resolution— Tower    of 
London   Painting  Contract,  Con- 
tractor not  paying  Current  Rate  of 
Wages. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  643. 

Pewsey  Roads,  Damage  by  Contrac- 
tors—War Office  Liability,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  136. 

Tinned  Meats  for  the  Troops  in  South 
Africa — Number  of  Contracts 
held  respectively  by  Canadian 
and  American  Firms. 

Qs.     Apr.   14,   132;    Apr.  21, 

soa 

Enteric  Fever,  Inoculation  against — 
Results,  Laying  Report  on  the  Table, 
proposed. 

Q.     Apr.  14,  132. 

expenditure. 

Approximate  Estimate  of  Expenditure 
under  the  Barracks  Act,  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  21,  776,  795. 

Comparison    of  the   Expenditure   of 
Ureat  Britain,  with  tnat  of  France 
and  Germany. 
0.    Mr.  Haldane,  Apr.  SI,  831. 

Increase  in. 
0.     Mr.  A.  Daves,  Apr.  21,  871. 

Naval  and  Military  Expenditure, 
Ratio  between — Distribution  of 
Expenditure  between  different 
Objects  without  regard  to  their 
relative  importance. 
0.  Mr.  W.  Churchill,  Apr.  14, 
238. 

Garrison  Regiments,  Royal— Sanctioning 
Bands. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  928. 

9 


Army — cont. 

Guard  Beds— Abolition  of  Plsnk  Beds 
and  substiiution  of  Barrack  Cots, 
proposed. 

Q.    Apr.  22,  929. 

Highland   Regiments,   Abolition   of   the 
Kilt,  alleged. 
Qs.    Apr.   11,  12;    Apr.    14,   13    ; 
Apr.  17,  618  ;  Apr.  18,  641. 

Horses,  tte  that  title. 

India,  see  that  title. 

Letters  containing  Money  Orders — Regis* 
tration  of  Soldiers'  Letters,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  619. 

Medals  and  Clasps,  see  that  title. 
Medical  Service. 

Royal    Army  Medical  Corps,   Ante- 
dating Promotions. 
Q.    Apr.  22,  928. 

Veterinary  Service  and  Medical  Ser- 
vice,  Differences  in  Rank,    Pay 
and  Promotion. 
Qs.  Apr.  24,  1177. 

Officers. 

Income  Tax  Rebate  in  cases  where 
Pay  is  drawn  in  South  Africa. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  639. 

Uniform,  New  Uniform  —  Young 
Officers  in  India  borrowing 
Money  to  pay  for  additional  Kit, 
Commanding  Officers  compelling 
provision  of  new  Uniform,  alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  642. 

Pensions. 

Crimean  Veterans,  Increase  in  daily 
payments  during  past  year. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  521. 

Railway  Accidents  in  South  Africa, 
Scale  of  Pensions  for  Widows  of 
Soldiers  Killed, 
g.     Apr.  17,  617. 

Recruits,  Minimum  Age. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  12. 

Shot  Drill— Infliction  of  Penalty  at  Lich- 
field Gaol,  Inquiry. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1176. 

Typhoid  Fever,  see  subheading  Enteric 
Fever. 

Uniforms. 

Officers'  New  Uniforms  —  Young 
Officers  in  India  borrowing  Money 
to  papr  for  additional  Kit,  Com- 
mandmg  Officers  compelling  pro- 
vision oi  new  Uniform,  alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  642. 

Royal  Field  Artillery,  Replacing 
Numerals  on  Shoulder  Straps, 
propcMod. 

Q.    Apr.  24,  1179. 

Veterinary  Service. 

Rank,  Pay   and   Promotion— Differ- 
ences    between     Medical     and 
Veterinary  Services. 
Qs.     Apr.  24,  1177. 

\cont. 


Arm— Ash] 

Army — eont. 

Veterinary  Service — eont. 

Sooth  Africa,  Inspector  of  VetarinaiT 
Hospiuds — Appointment  of  CoL 
Long. 
Q,  Apr,  94*  1176. 

Volnnleers,  see  that  title. 

Woolwich  Arsenal,  tee  that  title. 

Yeomanry,  see   that   title  —  also   South 
African  War. 
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Ajmy  (Annual)  Bill. 

/.  IB.*  Apr.  U,  122. 
2r.*  Apr.  17,  456. 
Com.  and  Report.*    Apr.  18,  628. 
3R.*  Apr.  tl.  111. 

Arnold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  0.— Secretary  to  the 
^(;rfmra/ty— {Belfast,  N.] 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  Formation  of.  \(y 
American  Syndicate— Liners  Suosi- 
dtsed  by  the  Admiralty,  Possibility  of 
joining  the  Combine,  Status  of  Vessels 
in  time  of  War,  etc.,  Apr.  £4*  1181» 
1182  ;  Apr.  S5,  1322, 1323. 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill — Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr.  17,  498. 

Bread,  Waste  of — Baking  Bread  on  board 
each  Ship,  proposed,  Apr.  17,  623, 
524. 

Clothing,  Rise  in  price  of  Serge,  Flannel, 
etc., — Reducing  to  previous   figures 
proposed,  Apr.  15,  276. 

Coal. 

Mediterranean,  Shortage  in  Supplies, 
alleged— Attention  paid  by  the 
Admiralty  to  Confidential  State- 
ments, etc.,  Apr.  14,  138, 139. 

Mixed  Coal— Results  of  Experiments, 
Apr.  11,  16 ;  i^,  140. 

Patent  Fuel— Amount  made  of  Cardiff 
Coal,  Distribution  among  Depdts 
Abroad,  Apr.  11,  16. 

Coronation. 

Holidays  —  Granting  Dockyard  Em- 
ployees Holidays  with  full  pay, 
etc.,  Apr.  SS,  931. 

Review — Facilities  for  Members  of 
Parliament  visiting  Warships, 
Apr.  14,  139,  140. 

»*  Diadem." 

Boilers— Nature  of  Repairs,  Tenders 
from  private  Firms,  etc.,  Apr.  17, 
524, 525 ;  Ajtr.  18,  643 ;  644. 

Steaming  Records,  Apr.  SI,  804. 

"Discovery  " — Taking  out  of  Sale  List,  etc., 
alleged,  Apr.  SI,  805. 

Dockyards. 

Coronation  Holidays— Granting  Em- 
ployees Holidays  with  full  pay, 
etc.,^f>r.  ;^^,  931. 

Portsmouth  Dockyard— Reduction  of 
Work  and  dismissal  of  Employees, 
Apr.  ^2,  930. 
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Apr.    11 — Apr.    25. 

Arnold-Foster,  Mr  H.  0.— «m^ 

Engineering  Branch. 

Promotions — Comparison  with  the 
Pajrmaster  Branch,  Apr.  SS,  930. 

Vacancies,  Number  of — Candidates  at 
Examinations  for  Temporary 
Engineers,  etc.,  Apr.  94,  1180, 
1181. 

Gunnery  Practice,  Prizes  for  Marksman- 
ship— Case  of  Petty  Officer  Grounds. 
Apr.  15,  275. 

"Mars"— Gun  Explosion,  Apr.  15,  277. 

Maximite— Results  of  Experiments — Re- 
port to  the  Admiralty,  etc.,  Apr.  14^ 
140. 


i< 


Medusa.*' 

Durr  Boilers,  Difficulties  in  fitting 
owing  to  Limited  Space,  Apr.  99^ 
929. 

Fan  Endues  and  Fan,  Method  of 
Fitting,  etc.,  Apr.  95,  1324. 

Mercantile  Marine,  Admiralty  subvention 
of  Merchant  Steamers  for  War 
Service  —  Companies  substituting 
Forei^  Flag  for  British,  Admiralty 
enforcing  right  of  pre-emption  in  such 
a  case,  Apr.  94,  1181. 

Organisation  of  the  Navy,  Unpreparednes» 
for  War,  etc.  — Lord  C.  Beresford's 
Statement,  Consistency  with  Ad- 
miralty R^ulatiods,  Apr,  14, 137. 

Pay — Increase  in  Pay  to  correspond  with 
Army  Additional  Pay,  propoeed,  Apr. 
15,  276. 

Pensions— Widows  and  Children  of  Men 
Killed  in  the  "  Cobra,"  "  Condor  "  and 
*'Mars"  Disasters,  Augmentation  of 
Pensions — Charging  on  Fublic  Funds, 
proposed,  Apr.  94^  1184. 

Shipbuilding  Delays — Report  of  Depart- 
mental Committee,  Date  of  Circula- 
tion among  Members,  ^/>r.  94%  1184. 

'*  Spartiate,"  Nature  and  Cost  of  Repairs, 
Apr.  17,  525  ;  Apr.  92,  929. 

Submarine  Boats. 

Publication  of  Photographs  of  Boats 
in  Illustrated  Paper,  Apr.  11,  14. 

Utility  of  Vesseb,  Result  of  Trials, 
Apr.  11, 14. 

Tientsin,  Military  Operations  in  1900 — 
Issue  of  Clasp  to  British  Forces, 
proposed,  Apr.  94*  1185. 

Vaccination — West  India  Docks  Naval 
Store  Depdt,  Re- vaccination  of  Work- 
men— Placing  Disabled  Men  on  Light 
Work,  etc.,  Apr.  91, 804. 

Ashanti 

Correspondence  relating  to,  Presenteit, 
Apr.  17,  454  ;  Apr.  18,  635. 

Ashes 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Ash  Removal  Contracts 
— Officers  responsible  for  disposal  of 
Ashes,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  14.  136. 
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Apr.   11- 

Aahton,  Mr.  T.  O.  [Bedfc,  Luton.] 

Bndffet  — Contribotion  from  Taxation 
Towards  the  cost  of  the  South  African 
War,  Income  Tax,  Com  Duty, 
Alternative  Taxation,  Apr,  SI,  844. 

Aahton-nnder-IiTiie  and  Dnkinfleld  Oor- 
poration  (Alma  Bridge,  etc)  BilL 

I  3lL*  Jpr.  18,  026. 
elvu*  Apr.  SU  794. 

Aianitli,  Bt  HoiL  H.  H.  [Fife,  £.] 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Government  Resi>on8ibility, 
Powers  of  Military  Authorities  under 
Martial  Law,  etc.,  Apr.  f4,  1249. 

Local  Government  ( Walen  and  Monmouth- 
shire) Bill,  2r.  Ajn-,  10,  403. 


Labour  Immigration,  Reports  and  Corres- 
pondence relating  to— RetumOrdered, 

Apr.  ^3,  924. 
Liquor  Shops,  Settlement  on  Tea  Gardens 
— Tea  rlantera  AHsocidtion  Protesta, 
alleged. 

Q,     Apr.  14,  141. 

Aflsnraiice  Oompanies 

Life  Assurance  Companies,  see  that  title. 

Astronomical  Observatories 

("ape  of  Good  Hope  Observatory— Report 
Presented,  Api-.  24,  1169;  Apr.  25, 
1315. 

Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  3 .  — Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Coercion,  Revival  of  —  Making  Clauses 
retrospective  in  operation,  propofted, 
Apr.  25,  1332. 

Crimes  Act  Prosecution,  Mr.  R,  A.  Corr's 
Appeal  against  Sentence — Interven* 
tion  by  Prosecuting  Counsel,  Apr.  17, 

o4«7,  oi)^' 

Dromore  Riots,  Prosecutions — Witnesses 
failing  to  identify  the  Accused,  Non- 
committal for  Contempt  of  Court,  etc. , 
Apr.  €4,  1198. 

Land  for  making  Roads,  Acquisition  of — 
Expensive  and  Inconvenient  Pro- 
cedure, Repeal  of  Section  10  of  Local 
Government  Act,  proposed,  Apr.  25, 
1332. 

Tipperary  Coronership  —  Authority  res- 
ponsible for  giving  Official  notice  of 
vacancy.  County  Council  of  South 
Riding  taking  part  in  Elections,  etc., 
Apr.  17,  648,  549. 

Atlantic  Shipping  Tmst 

Formation  of,  by  American  Syndicate. 

British  Steamship  Companies  joining 
the  Combination. 

British  Registry,  Veeseli  retain- 
ing. 

Q.     Apr.  24,  1183. 

Liners    Subsidised    by    the    Ad- 
miralty —  Contravention   of 
Contract,  alleged. 
Qs.  Apr.  24, 1181 ;  Apr.  25, 
132,3. 
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'Apr.   25. 

Atlantic  Shipping  Tmst— «mt. 

Formation  of,  by  American 
coni. 

British  Steamship  Companies  joining 
the  Combination — ami. 

Status  of  Vessels  in  time  of  war. 
Q.    Apr.  gS,  1322. 

Commercial  and  Political  Interests  of 
Great  Britain,  Steps   taken   to- 
safeguard. 
Q.    Apr.  tS,  1323. 

Effect  of  on  British  Shippinff  gener- 
ally —  Board  of  Traae  Inquiry, 
proposed. 

Q.     Apr.  25,  132a 

Attomsy-CtonaraL— /^  Bon,  Sir  B.  Finlay. 

Attomev-Oeneral  for  Ireland.— i2<.  Eon. 

J.   Atkinson. 

Anstralasia 

Income  Tax,  Graduation  of— Differentia- 
tion   between    Earned  Income   and 
Income  from  Investment. 
0.    Mr.  Haldane,  Apr.  fl,  833. 

Anstria-Hnngaxy 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  14, 119. 

Automatie  liaehinaa 

Gambling,  Encouragement  by  Automatic 
Gamoling  Machines — Special  Action 
by  Police,  Legislation,  etc.,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  636. 

Baird,  Mr.  J.  O.  A  [Glasgow,  Central] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.— Re-imposition  of 
Registration  Duty,  Budget  Proposals 
— &emption  of  Existing  Contracts 
from   Dnty  proposed,  Apr.  17,  634. 

G  asffow,  Post  Office  Employees  debarred 
from  applying  for  Vacancies  in  the 
Transvaal  Postal  Service,  Apr.  14,, 
129. 

Balfonr,  Rt  Hon.  A  J.— First  Lord  of  the^ 
Treasury  [Manchester,  W.] 

Beer  Bill  of  1901— Mr.  Balfour's  Refusal  to- 
grant  Facilities. 
Os.    Mr.   Chaplin,  Apr.  tS,  1136 ; 
SirM.  Hicks  Beach,  1136. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of  Busi- 
T'Css — Replies  to  Questions,  Apr.  16, 
261 ;  A  in.  17,  656  ;  Apr.  21,  817  ;  Apr. 
25,  1333,  1334. 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  D^^tention  in  Ca|>e 
Colony— Powers  of  Military  Authori- 
ties under  Martial  Law,  Appeal  to  the 
Opposition  not  to  weaken  the  han<U  of 
Lord  Kitchener,  etc.,  Apr.  24,  1231. 

Com,  Meal,  etc.    Re-imposition  of 
Registration  Duty— Budget  Propo  a 
Apr.  22, 1042. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill. 
Cost  of  A£niniBtration. 

Charging  Future  Liabilities  upon 
Piirisbes  served  by  the  Schools, 
etc,  Apr.  14,  164. 

Estimste,  Apr.  22, 948. 
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jipr.   11- 
Balfonr,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J^—cont 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill— con^ 

Evening  Schools  and  Adult  Scholarst 
Application  of  Clause  18  to 
London,  Apr.  18,  652. 

Necessitous  School  Districts,  Clashing 
of  the  Elementary  Education  Act 
of  1897  with  the  present  Bill, 
Apr,  16,  286. 

Rates,  Incidence  of,  Apr.  f4,  1204. 

School  Buildings,  Charge  for  Rent — 
Managers  of  Elementary  Schools 
makine  Charge  after  acfoption  of 
Part  ni.  by  a  Local  Authority, 
Apr,  S4y  1204. 

Second  Reading,  Date  of,  Apr.  21,  817. 

Teachers — Wrongful  Dismissal,  Right 
of  Appeal  for  Elementary  School 
Teachers — Inclusion  of  Clause, 
proposed,  Apr.  $4y  1205. 

Voluntary  Schools. 

Associations — Extinction  in  Event 
of  Bill  passing,  Continuance  of 
Aid  Grant  if  Piirt  III.  be  not 
adopted,  Apr.  15, 287. 

Endowments,  Disposal  of  Endow- 
ments on  Bill  becoming  Law, 
Apr.  $4,  1203. 

<7ibraltar — Provision  of  Docks  and  An- 
chorage in  the  Bay,  Apr.  17, 553. 

Ireland. 

Crimes  Act  of  1887— Alleged  Breach 
of  Faith  in  respect  of  Appeal. 
0.     Mr.  Power,  Apr.  17,  588. 

University  Education — Royal  Com- 
mission— Date  of  Report,  ^/w.  21, 
816. 

Land  Purchase  Acts  (Ireland)  Amendment 
Bill — Joint  Committee  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  proposed,  J pr.  55, 
1333. 

M*Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Attachment  Order 
against — Question  of  Privilege,  Apr. 
26,  1337. 

Navy,  Victualling  Reform — Opportunity 
for  Discussion  of  the  Viotualling  Vote, 
Apr.  21,  806. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 

Date  of  resuming  adjourned  Debate — 
Order  of  Subjects,  etc,  Apr.  22, 
949. 

Priority  of  Government  Business 

Additional  Friday  after  Whitsun- 
tide for  Private  Members' 
Bills,  proposed,  Apr.  ii, 27,38. 

Two  Days  Notice  of  Suspension 
of  the  Rule,  proposed,^j9r.ii, 
55. 

Sittings  of  the  Hou8«>,  Delay  in  op- 
eration of  New  Rules  until  after 
Whitsuntide,  proposed,  Apr.  24, 
1207. 
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'Apr.   25. 

Balfonr,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.—cont. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
cont. 

Supply  Business. 

Additional  Time,  Extension  of 
Three  Days  Limit  proposed, 
Apr.  26, 1394, 1408. 

Allocation  of  Votes  each  week  hj 
the  Public  Accounts  Commit- 
tee, proposed,  Apr.  26, 1382. 

Arrangement  of — Opinion  ol  the 
House  in  favour  of  lc;^.vi]ig 
arrangement  of  Supply  in 
hands  of  Leader  of  the  Honae, 
Apr.  26,  1357. 

Economy— Discussion  in  Supply 
has  never  yet  tended  to 
Economy,  Apr.  24, 1298»  1342. 

Last  two  nights  of  Supply,  Qnee- 
tion  of  taking  other  Bnsineew, 
Apr.  25, 1412,  1413. 

Monday,  Substituting  for  Thnrs- 
day,  proposed,  Apr.  11,  74. 

Motion  of  a  Miniiter  of  tbe 
Crown,  Withdrawal  of  Min- 
isters' privilege,  proposed, 
Apr.  11,  82. 

Motions,  Classification  by  the 
Speaker  or  Chairman  and 
Statement  of  specific  object 
of  Motion,  proposed,  Apr.  £6, 
1375. 

Number  of  Days  allotted  to  Sap- 
ply — Opportunity  for  dbcss- 
»ion  of  Irish  Grievances,  etc, 
Apr.  11,  104  ;  Apr.  24^  1296  ; 
Apr.  26,  1353. 

Supplementary    Estimates,    Ex 
eluding  from  the  limit  of  tbe 
Twenty  days  allotted  to  Sup- 
ply, proposed,  Apr.  26,    1384, 
1386,  1388,  1389,  1390. 

Time  Limit  for  Speeehea,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  11,  89,  96, 

Twelve  o'clock  Rule,  Suspension 
of— Supply  Bosinees  to  end 
at  midmgnt.  Extension  of  the 
debate  for  consideration  of 
other  Burliness,  Apr,  26^  1415, 
1418,   1419,   1423. 

Votes  on  Account,  Alteration  of 
Frocedure,  Apr.  26,  1426. 


Patriotic    Fund,     Royal 

Transferring  Administration  of  Funds 
to  Naval  and  Military  Pension  Board, 
proposed,  Apr.  24,  1206,   1207. 

Persia — Independence  and  Development 
of  Commerce,  etc.  Guarantee  for 
Neutrality  of  Territory— -Intemational 
Conference  proposed,  Apr.  24,  1186. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure— Increase  in 
Expenditure— Committee^Mr.  Church- 
ilFs  Notice  of  Motion  for  Select 
Committee  to  consider  the  Rednotion 
of  National  Expenditure,  Apr.  t4, 
1205,  1206. 

[coni. 
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Balfour.  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.—cont 

Scotland. 

Cottan,  O^portonitT  of  obtaining 
Crofts  in  Islana  of  Lewis  and 
Roes-thin  —  Delay  in  evolving 
Scheme,  Apr,  24, 1207. 

Doer  Forests,  Extension  of,  at  expense 
of  Crofter  Population,  alleged- 
Legislation   proposed,    Apr.    28, 

Sonth  African  War. 

Military  Prisoners,  Detention  in 
Custody  on  the  Termination  of 
the  War,  Apr.  24, 1170. 

Peace  Negotiations,  Progress  of,  Apr, 
11,  112 ;  Apr.  14,  126 ;  Apr.  16, 
270 ;  Apr.  18,  658. 

Conditions  offered  to  Boer  Leaders, 
Apr.  tl,  197,  798. 

Spion  Kop  Despatches,  Omissions 
from  and  Alterations  in,  previous 
to  Publication,  Apr.  25,  1320. 

Supply— Date  of  taking  Votes,  Apr.  22, 
948. 

Trade  Unions,  Legal  Decisions  affecting 
Position  of  —  Opportunity  for  Dis- 
cussion, Apr.  SI,  816,  817. 

Trusts,  Formation  of,  in  England- 
Appointment  of  Commission,  proposed 
Apr.  24,  1205. 

Voluntary  Schools  and  Board  Schools, 
Costs  of  Repairs,  Rent  and  Taxes- 
Return,  Apr.  17,  652,  553. 

Balfonr,  Bt.  Hon.  O.  Yf.— President  of  the 
Board  of  Tratie  [Leeds,  Central]. 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  Formation  of,  by 
American  Svndlcate — British  vessels 
joining  the  ^Trust. 

British  Registry,  Retention  of,  Apr.  24, 
1183. 

Effect  on  British  Shipping  generally- 
Inquiry  proposed,  Apr.  26,  1324. 

White  Star  Line  joining— Contraven- 
tion of  Admiral^  Contract, 
alleged,  Apr.  25,  1323. 

Fisheries. 

Copenhagen  International  Fisheries 
Council— Date  of  Meeting,  Britif>h 
Representatives,  etc.,.^^^.  22, 937. 

North  Sea  Fisheries,  Preservation  of — 
Particulars  of  International  Con- 
ventions, Agreements,  or  Con- 
ferences, Apr.  14,  145,  146. 

Ireland. 

Fastnet  Lighthouse— Lenticular  Appa- 
ratus, Order  given  to  Messrs. 
Chance,  Apr.  24,  1203. 

Lighthouse  Relief,  Delay  in,  Apr.  18, 
647. 

Lights  Board,  Reconstitution  proposed, 
Apr.  17,  550. 

Lahour— Current  Rate  of  Wages  for  Skilled 
Labour,  Apr.  14,  146. 


SESSION   1902.  [Bal- 

Apr.    1 1 — Apr.    25. 

Balfour,  Bt  Hon.  O.  W.— eon^ 

Lights  and  Lighthouses. 

Ireland,  see  that  subheading. 
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Trinity  House  and  Irish  Lights  Boards 
Representation  of  the  Shipping 
Interest,  proposed,  Apr,  21,  813. 

Railways. 

Gates  at  Crossings  without  Gate- 
keepers—Authority looking  after 
Gates,  Apr.  21,  812. 

Goods  Rates  on  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway — Rates  between  Rotter- 
dam and  Harwich,  Publication  of 
List,  Apr.  24, 1187. 

Meat,  Carriage  between  Liverpool  and 
London — Preferential      Kate     to- 
Foreign  Produce,  alleged,  Apr.  18, 
647,648. 

Scotland — Harbours  in  the  Crofting 
Counties,  Applications  from  Locu 
Authorities  for  Government  Assis- 
tance, Committee  of  Inquiry — ^Date  of 
Report,  etc.,  Apr.  22,  936. 

Signalling  at  Sea  by  Niffht — Adaptation]of 
International     Code   by     means    of 
Coloured  Lamps,  proposed,  Apr.  26, 
1326. 

Ballinculla 

Postal     Arrangements  —  Alteration      of 
Morning     to     Evening     Collection, 
proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  551. 

Ballinrobe,  Mayo 

Proclamation    of  Rural   DiBtricts    under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
O.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17 ^  575. 

BallinBloe,  Qalway 

Cattle  Maiming — Punishment  of  OfTen^ 
ders. 

Qs.    Apr.  25,  1328,  1329. 

Balliol  College,  Oxford 

Statutes  Presented,  Apr.  I4, 122,  126. 

Ballsrferriter 

Police  Hut.  Charging  upon  County  Rates,, 
alleged. 

Q.    Apr.  15,  285. 


Sale     to 


O'Connor's 
Order    of 


BallyBhannon 

Conolly     Estate — Expediting 
Tenants. 
Q.     Apr.  14,  154. 

Petty     Sessions  — Inspector 
hefusal     to     cairy    out 
Magistrates,  Inquiry. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  18. 

Proclamation  of    Rural    Districts    under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
O.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  575. 

Baltimore 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  I4,  119. 


Ban— BayJ 
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Apr,    11 — Apr,    25. 
Banbury,  Mr.  F.  G-.  [Camberwell,  Peckham.]   Bartley,  Mr.  O.  0.  T.— am/. 


Civil  Servants  brirgiug  undue  Pressure  to 
bear  on  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons— Post  Oiiioe  Employees' 
Grievances  and  proposed  Committee 
of  Inquiry,  Apr.  18,  726. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill,  2E,  Apr.  £1,  778, 
784. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc.,  Increase  in 
—Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  15,  351. 

Anes,  Maj.  G-.  E.  [West  Ham,  S.] 

West  Ham  Board  of  Guardians — Person 
elected  as  Guardian  for  one  Ward 
whilst  in  Office  for  another,  Question 
of  Disqualification,  Apr,  £4,  1193. 

Bank  Notes 

Forgeries— Placing  Spurious  Notes  in  the 
Library  for  Inspection  by  Members, 
proposed. 

Q,    Apr,  17,  634. 

Bankruptcy 

Manchester,  Duke  of — Order  of  Annull- 
ment  Presented,  Apr.  17,  477. 

Barbados 

Parochial    AdminuBtration,    Rating,    Ad- 
ministration   of   Poor  Relief,  etc. — 
Inquiry  into  System,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr,  17,  628. 

Barking  Gas  Bill 

c,  3r.»    Apr,  14,  123. 
I,  In,*    Apr,  i5,  258. 
2r,»   Apr.  S4,  1146. 


I 


Budget. 

Additional  Taxation  Proposab,  Apr. 
i4,233. 

Income  Tax,  Suspension  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  Increase  in  Nataonal 
Expenditure,  Apr,  tl,  860. 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Effect  of  OppoeitioB  Attitnoe 
on  the  Duration  of  the  War,  etc, 
Apr,  24,  ia«. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill,  2R.,  Apr,  fl,  778, 
78a 

Naval  En^neer  Officers — Number  of 
Vacancies.  Candidate^  at  Examina- 
tions for  Temporary  Engineers,  etc., 
Apr,  Z4,  1180, 1181. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 

Prolongation  of  Debate— "Abeolnte 
Waste  of  Time,"  Apr,  11,  82. 

Supply  Business,  Apr,  SS,  1418. 

Time  allotted  to  Supply,  Apr,  tS, 
1406. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  eto..  Increase  m 
— Budget  Proposal,  ^pr.  15, 346 ;  Apr. 
«i,  862. 

Telegraph  Service,  London  Central  Tele- 
graph Office  Employees'  Pay  Grier- 
anoe — Civil  Servants  nsiiig  Electml 
Power  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on 
Members  of  Parliament*  etc.,  Apr.  18, 
682. 

Volunteers — Transfer  from  one  ^M^t^^iflm 
to  another.  Cumbrous  Procedure,  Apr, 
17,  620. 


Barley 

Beer  BiU,  Effect  of,  on  Use  of  British  and  I  Bateman.  Lord 

Forei^  Barley-  Deficiency  of  Starch  ;         Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
in  British  Barley,  etc.  |  \^  father,  Apr.  14,  113. 


Restrictions  on  Brewing  in  Bavaria,  Ex- 
cellence of  Bavarian  Beer,  etc 
Ob,    Mr.  Tomlinwn,  Apr.  tS,  1079 ; 
Sir  J.   Dorrington,  1092;   Mr. 
Purvis,  1113. 


ley, 
Os,     Mr.  Tomlinson,  Apr.  SS,  1078  ; 

Mr.  Flower,  1086 ;  Mr.  Glutton,  I  Bavarian  Beer 

1090;  Dr.  Farquharson,  1094; 
Mr.  Price,  1100;  Mr.  G.  Bos- 
cawen,  1106:  Sir  £.  Sassoon, 
1109;  Mr.  Purvis,  1113;  Mr. 
Moulton,  1119;  Sir  M.  Foster, 
1129;  Mr.  Chaplin,  1133. 


^rewinflt.  Use  of  Barley  6,000  years  ago. 
0.    Sir  C.  Quilter,  Apr.  $8,  1125. 

•Contracts  for  Barley  imported  for  malting  I 
purposes — Exemption  from  Com  Dlity  i 
proposed.  I 

Q,     Apr,  S2,  934. 

'Sdbstitutes  for  Barley  Malt,  see  Malt . 
Adjuncts. 

Barry,  Dr.  ! 

Office  of  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  ' 
Limerick,  Abolition  of — Compensation  | 
Granting  to  Widow  proposea. 
Q,    Apr.St,U7,  I 

Barttey,  Mr.  O.  C.  T.  [Islington,  N.]  ' 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill—Instruction  to  I 
Committee,  Apr,  17,  505.  1 

U  ^ 


Bayley,  Oapt.  L. 

Naval  Attach^  at  Washington—Florida 
Coast  Defences,  Capt.  Bayley  aoeosed 
of  taking  Soundings  of  Harbours,  etc 
Q.    Apr,£5,im. 

Bayley,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield.] 
Army. 

Royal   Field   ArtUlery,   Removal  of 
Numerals  from  Shoulder  Straps 
Apr,  24,  1179.  *^ 

Scottish  Regiments,  ConsultingOffieen 
on  change  in  di»tinotive  dressi 
Apr.  17,  618, 619. 

Corn,  Grain,  Meal,  etc— Reimpoeition  of 
RegiBtration  Duty,  Budgec  Proposals 
—Articles  included  in  the  Proposals. 
Apr.  17,  632.  *^^ 

[cant. 
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Bayley,  Mr.  T^.—cont. 

Post  Office  Employees'  Grievances —In* 
qairy  by  Ctimmittee  of  the  Hooae  ol 
Commons,  proposed,  Apr,  18^  70fi. 

Zansibar,  Slavenr  in,  British  Officials  ad- 
ministering Law  which  acknowledges 
Legal  Statos  of  Slavery,  Apr.  28,  644. 

Beach,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  BickB.— Chancellor 
0/  the  Exchequer  [Bristol,  W.] 

Afiica,  Sonth—Banking  Transactions  for 
Supply  of  Funds  and  Movement  of 
Specie  from  Outbreak  of  the  War  to 
SOUi  Nov.,  1901,  Apr,  18,  639. 

Beer  BUI,  2R.  Apr.  tS,  1136. 

Budget. 

Discussion,  General  Discussion  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means — Re- 
ply to  Questions  and  Criticism, 
Apr.  21,  b95. 

Loan,  Allotment  of — Amount  allotted 
to  American  Houses,  etc.,  Apr.  tt, 
935. 

Loan  Resolution  Debate — Replies  to 
Qut-stions  and  Criticism,  Apr.  16, 
292,302,308,311,312. 

Procedure— Taking  the  Corn  Duty 
and  Loan  Resolutions  on  the  fine 
and  secvind  nights.  Postponement 
of  General  Discussion,  proposed, 
Apr.  14, 199,  214. 

Replies  to  Questious  and  Criticism, 
Apr.  14,  193,  194.  199,  206,  225, 
223,  245  ;  Apr.  15,  292.  302,  305, 
311,  312,  313,  319,  324,  329,  340, 
355,  372,  373;  Apr.  SI,  895; 
Apr.  tii,  980,  991. 

Statement,  Apr.  14,  161. 

{Su  also  subheadings  Com  and  Stamp 
Duties,  and  titles  of  subjects 
discussed.) 

Business  of  the  House— Coiuve  of  Business 
Apr.  16,  288 ;  Ap^-.  17,  556. 

Cheques.  Adhesive  Stamps  on — Obligation 
to  obliterate  Stamp,  Apr.  17,  5& 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc. ,  Reimposition  of 
Registration  Doty,  Budget  Proposal 
Apr.  14, 181 ;  Apr.  £S,  980  991. 

Articles  included  snd  excluded  under 
the  Resolution,  Apr.  15,  282; 
Apr.  17,  532,  533,  534 ;  Apr.  18, 
645  ;  Ain\  :^1,  808  ;  A/>r.  t4, 1186, 
1187. 

Articles  subject  to  Duty,  List  of — 
Return  proposed,  Apr.  tS,  934. 

Beef  and  Pork  fed  on  Untaxed  Grain, 
Enabling  British  Farmer  to  com- 
pete with,  Apr.  17 1  534. 

Coatraots  —  Exemption  of  existing 
Contracts  from  Duty,  proposed, 
Apr.  16,  281 ;  Apr.  17,  534  ;  Apr. 
tl,  808  ;  Apr.  tS,  934. 

Floor  milled  from  imported  duty  paid 
Wheats  Allowing  Drawback  on 
Exports  proposed,  Apr.  18,  645. 

Coronation  Medals — Date  o*  Issue,  Cost, 
cte.,  Apr.  il,  809. 
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Apr.    25. 

Beach,  Bt  Hon.  Sir*  M.  BickB-cont. 

Death  Duties. 

Allowing  Credit  for  Datiae  already 
paid  under  conditions  superseded 
oy  subsequent  account  and  pay- 
ment* proposed,  Apr.  17.  589. 

Capital  Value,  Actual  Amount  of, 
for  1901-%  Apr.  St,  985. 

Income  Tax. 

Abatements. 

Amount  aaaessed  under  Schedule 
B.,  Remissions,  etc,  Apr.  17, 
530. 

Number  of  Abatements  allowed 
in|1900-01,  etc,  Apr.  17,  530. 

Co-operative  ^Stores,  Method  of 
Assessment,  Apr.  16,  280. 

Ireland. 

Tenant  Purchasers'  Assessment, 
Reduction  by  the  Amount  of 
Annual  Interest  paid  on  Pur- 
chase Money — income  Tax 
on  Farm  of  leas  value  than 
£160,  etc,  Apr.  $4,  1203. 

Yield  per  penny  in  1900-01  and 
1891-%  Apr.  17,.  590. 

Schedule  B.  —  Amount  originally 
assessed  in  1900-01,  Sum  remitted, 
etc,  Apr.  18,  645. 

Ireland. 

Cora,  Grain,  etc.  Imports  and 
Exports  in  1901,  etc,  Apr.  17, 
634,  Apr.  t4t  1202. 

Income  Tax  «eethat  sub-heading. 

Medicines,  Penalties  for  Selling  Patent 
Medicines  without  Inland  Revenue 
Stamps — Amount  awarded  to  the  In- 
former, Apr.  16,  281. 

Population,  Revenue  and  Expenditure, 
Progress  in,  from  1896  to  1902 — 
Return  proposed,  Apr.  tt,  936. 

Saving  Banks  Funds  Committee,  Ad- 
dition of  Labour  Representatives, 
proposed,  Apr.  18,  646,  647. 

South  African  War. 

Peace  Negotiations  —  Deferring 
Pref^entation  of  Budget  till  Con- 
clusion of  Negotiations,  proposed, 
Apr.  14, 127. 

Terminal  Charges,  Amount  included 
in  Estimates  of  Expenditure  for 
1901-02,  Apl.  17,  531. 

Spirit  Duty— Temperance  Drinks  con- 
taining over  2  per  cent,  of  Proof  Spirit, 
Apr.  18,  646. 

Stamp  Duties,  increase  in — Budget  Pro- 
posals, Apr.  16,  340,  355. 
Amount  anticipated,  Apr.  17,  531. 

Standard  Bank  of  South  Africa— Sir  C. 
W.  Fremantle  and  Lord  Welby  as 
Directors,  Apr.  18,  641. 

Transvaal  Loan  of  1892,  British  Govern- 
ment paying  Coupons  in  January  and 
Julv,  1901  —  Non-payment  in  July 
1900,  Apr.  18,  641. 
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Beccles 

Vaccination       Exemption      Certificates, 
Magistiates  refnnng. 
Q,    Apr,S4,\m, 

Beer 

Consamption  of  Beer,  Decrease  in— Budget 
Statement,  Apr,  14, 167. 

Com  Duty  Alternative— Additional  Tax 
on  Beer,  proposed. 

Os.     Sir  H.  Fowler,  Apr.  22,  978  ; 
Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  981. 

Duty  on— Additional  Duty  imposed  in 
1900,  Continuance  of —Budget  Resolu- 
tion, Apr.  15,  363 ;  Report,  Apr.  17, 
623 ;  Apr.  22,  1071. 

Egyptian  Beer  6,000  years  ago,  Ingredients 

of. 

0.    Sir  C.  Quilter,  Apr.  23,  1125. 

Irish  Beers,  Nature  of. 
0.     Major  Jameson,  Apr.  23, 1140. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Application 
of  to  Beer. 

0.    Colonel    Brookfield,    Apr.    23, 
1097. 

Beer  Bin 

e.  2R.  Apr.  23,  1077. 
Beer  Bill 

Debate  on  Second  Reading  (Conxm&iui), 
Apr.  23,  1071. 

Administration  of  Provisions  of  Bill — 
Work  entailed  on  Inland  Revenue 
Deputment,  1080,  1086,  1091, 
1095,    1103,   1126,    1137. 

Barley  — Effect  of  Bill  on  the  use 
of  British  and  Foreign  Barley, 
British  Barley  deficient  in  Starch, 
etc.,  1078,  1085,  1090.  1094, 
1100,  1105,  1109,  1113,  1119, 
1129,    1133. 

Bavarian  Beer,  Excellence  of — Re- 
strictions on  Brewing  in  Bavaria, 
etc.,   1079,   1092,    1105,   1113. 

Consumer,  Interests  of,  1078,  1113, 
1114. 

Foreign  Beer,  Provisions  as  to,  1081, 
1094. 

Free  Mash  Tun,  Violation  of  Princi- 
ple, alleged,  1082,    1112. 

Hops. 

Preservative,  EflBcacy  as— Messrs. 
Briant  and  Meacham's  Ex- 
periments, 1098. 
Suhstitutes  for.  Prohibition  of, 
1080,  1086,  1094,  1096,  1098, 
1106. 
"Irresponsible  Legislation,"  alleged, 

1124. 
Loss   to   the  Revenue,    1088,    1110, 

1137. 
Malt  Adjuncts,  Use  of. 

American  Brewers,  Percentage  of 
Malt    Substitutes   used    by, 
1102. 
Health,  Effect  on— Mr.  Salamon*s 

Evidence,  1084,    1104. 
Increase  in,  1126. 
Limitation  to  15  per  cent.,  1079, 
1084,      1090,       1101,     1108, 
1130,    1131,    1139. 
16 
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Beer  Bill* — cont. 

Debate  on  Second  Reading — cont. 

Object  of  the  Bill— SUndard  of  Purity 
in  Beer,  1077.  1092,  1100,  110?, 
1107,   1128,    1129. 

Penal  Clause,  1095,    1118,    1139. 

Protection,  Tendency  of  the  Bill  to- 
wards, alleged,  1099,  1111,  1113. 

Scientific  Development  of  Brewing 
Industries,  Injury  to,  alleged. 
1081,  1088,  110K2,  1112,  1114,  1130. 

Sugar,  Use  of. 

Advantages— Accuracy  in  Brew- 
ing, etc,  1121. 

DifiQcultv  of  ascertaining  amount 
usea,  Risk  of  Danger  to 
Health,  etc,  1087,  1093, 1132. 

Light  Beer,  Use  of  Sugar  indis- 
pensable to,  alleged,  1109i 
1110,1120,  1130. 

Beer  Bill  of  1901 

BalfourV,  Mr.   A.   J.,  Refusal   to  grant 
Facilities. 
Os.    Mr.  Chaplin,  Apr.  23,  1135 
SirM.  H.  Beach,  1136. 

Belfast 

Publican's  Licences— Objection  to  Magis- 
trate's   Certificate    for    renewal    of 
Licences  in  cases  of  Re-building  of 
Premises. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  158. 

Bel&st  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Instruction  to  Committee,  Apr.  17,  480. 
Report.*  Apr.  21,  793. 

Belfast  Corporation  BilL 

Ulster  Hall,  making  available  lor  the  use 
of  any  section  of  the  Conunnnitj  ^ 
Belfast. 

Motion  for  Instruction  to  Committee 
[Mr.  Dillon],  Apr.  17,  480. 

Belgium 

Anglo-Belgian  Extradition  Treaty— Copy 
Presented,  Apr.  14,  US. 

Money  Orders,  Exchangeof,  betweenGreat 
Britain  and  Belgium— Copy  of  Agree- 
ment Presented,  Apr.  14^  118. 

Bell,  Mr.  B.  [Derby] 

Corn,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  <m— Bodget 
Proposals.    Apr.  22,  1052. 

Post  Office  Employees  ^  Abolitioo  of 
Auxiliary  Labour,  proposed,  Apr.  24> 
1191. 

Berars 

Hyderabad  State,  Claim  to  the  Berars— 
Terms  of  Settlement,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  21,  806. 

Beresford,  Lord  0. 

Naval  Organisation,  Unpreparednees  for 
war— Lord  C.  Beresford^s  Statemeiit» 
Consistency  with  Admiralty  Regula- 
tions. 

Q,    Apr.  14.  137. 
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Bexhill,  Borough  of 

Charter  of  Incorporation  Presented,  ^1  or. 
14, 121,  125. 

Bhownaggree,  SirM.  M.[BethnalGreen,N.K] 

Hyd«>rahad  State.  Claim  to  the  Berars— 
Terms  of  Settlement,  etc.,  Apr.  fi, 
806. 

Bignold,  Mr.  A.  [Wick  Burghs] 

Scotland — Extension  of  Deer  Forests,  Apr. 
18,  652. 

Billf 

Procedure — Amendments,  putting  down 
on  Consideration  Stage  instead  of  in 
Committee  —  London  School  Board 
(Superannuation)  Bill. 

Os.     Mr.   E.   Gray,  Apr.  18,  630; 
Mr.  Jeffreys,  631. 

Bills  of  Exchange 

Stamp  Duty,  Increase  in,  see  Stamp  Duty 

Birkenhead  Oorporation  Bill 

c  Report.  •  Apr.  2%  1074. 

Birminghain  Assay  Office  Bill 

/.  3R.*  Apr.  17,  453. 
c  IR.'  Ayr.  18,  6.34. 

THrmingham  Corporation  Water  Bill 

e.  Report.  *  Apr.  17,  511. 
eon.*  Apr.  es,  919. 

Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths. 

Limerick,  Abolition  of  Office  of  Registrar 
— Dr.  Barry's  Claims  f •  r  compensa- 
tion, Granting  Compensation  to  Widow 
proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  S3,  947. 

Black,  Mr.  A.  W.  [Banffshire] 

Japan.  Anglo- Japanese  Agreement  — 
Alliance  of  Great  Britain  with 
European  or  American  Power  with- 
out prior  Consultation  of  Japan, 
Provision  in  Aj^reemeut,  Apr.  I4, 144. 

South  African  War— Peace  Negotiations.  \ 

Kitchener,  Lord  and  Lord  Milner 
debarred  from  expressing  Opinion 
to  Boer  Leaders  upon  suggestions 
made  by  them — Giving  greater 
Discretion,  proposed,  Apr.  17, 515. 

Terms  of  Safe  Conduct  of  Mr.  Schalk 
Burger,  etc,  Apr.  11,  7,  8. 

Telegraph  Service— Scotland  and  London, 
Breakdown  of  Communication  in 
Winter,  Loss  to  Business  Men,  etc 
— Extension  of  Underground  Wire 
System  to  Scotland,  proposed,  Apr. 
18,  Gd^ 

Transvaal   and    Orange    River  Colony- 
Alterations   in    Law,   Lord    Milner's ; 
Authority,  Apr.  15,  271.  | 

Blake,  Mr.  B.  [Longford,  S. ]  ^ 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  In  Cape 
Colony — Times  Publication  of  Libel 
no  Lord  Kitchener  previous  to  its 
Publication  by  Mr.  Cartwright,  Ex-  { 
tension  of  Doctrines  of  Martial  Law, 
etc.,  Apr.  S4y  1224. 
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Blake,  Mr.  ^^cont. 

London  and  North- Western  Railway  Bill, 
2R.  Apr.  17,  480. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules- 
Priority  of  Government  Business, 
Notice  of  Saspension  of  Order,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  11,  58. 

Blimdell,  Col.  H.  B.  H.  [Lancashire,  Inoe] 

South  African  War,  Cost  of— Proportion 
citntributed  from  Taxation,  Precedents 
of  former  Wars,  Apr.  15,  334. 

Board  Schools 

Costs  of  Repairs,  Rent  and  Taxes — Return. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  552. 

Boilers 

Navy,  see  that  title. 

Boots 

Volunteers,  Supplying  Boots  as  part  of 
existing  Kit,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  9. 

Borrisoleigh 

Carrol,  Mr.,  Assail t  on  by  the  Police, 
alleged. 

Q.    Apr.  i5,  1331. 

Boscawen,     Mr.    Ghriffitll  —  Parliamentary 
Charity  Commissioner  [Kent,  Tunbridge] 

Beer  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  23,  1104. 

Telegraph  Poles,  Multiplication  of — Incon- 
venience in  County  Districts,  Post 
Office  allo>ving  Licences  to  rent  Wires 
erected  on  Post  Office  Poles,  proposed, 
Apr.  18,  649. 

Bospkoros 

Foreign  War  Ships,  Prohibition  of— 
Exception  in  case  of  Russian  Vessels, 
Revision  of  Treaties  of  1841, 1856,  and 
1871,  alleged — Laying  Papers  on  the 
Table,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  526. 

Botha,  Gen. 

8U  South  African  War. 

Bonlnois,  Mr.  E.  [Marylebone,  E.] 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  21,  Til, 
778. 

Bonmemoutk  Oas  and  Water  Bill 

c.  Report^  Apr.  22,  920. 

Bowles,  Mr.  Oibson  [Lynn  Regis] 

Africa,  South— Banking  Transactions  for 
Supply  of  Funds  and  Movement  of 
Specie  from  Outbreak  of  the  War  to 
30th  Nov.,  1901,  Apr.  18,  639. 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  Formation  of, 
by  American  Syndicate— British 
vessels  joiuiog  the  Trust. 

British  Registry,  Retention  of,  Apr. 
24,  1183. 

Effect  on  Admiralty  Subsidy  Agree- 
ments, Appointment  of  Com- 
mittee, Apr.  24,  1 182. 
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Bowles,  Mr.  Qibson— co»<. 

Budget. 

Additional  Taxation  Proposals,  Apr, 
2^,211. 

Suspension  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
Cheque  Stamp  Tax,  Income  Tax, 
etc.,  Apr.  SI,  834. 

Cable  Communication  —  Inter-depart- 
mental Committee,  Suggestions  as 
to  Cable  Landing  Kights  Committee, 
Apr.  18,  700. 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Extensipn  of  Martial  Law  to 
England,  Attack  on  the  Government, 
etc.,  Apr.  S4, 1258. 

Civil  Servants— Pressure  brought  to  bear 
on  Members  of  Parliament,  Civil  Ser- 
vants' Misuse  of  Electoral  Power, 
Apr.  18,  680. 

Dardanelles,  Prohibition  of  Forei^  War- 
fihips.  Exception  in  case  of  ilussian 
Vessels,  Revision  of  Treaties  of  1841, 
1856,  and  1871,all^ed-^Laying  Papers 
on  the  Table,  proposed,  Apr.  17,  526. 

Death  Duties. 

Allowing  Credit  for  Duties  already 
paid  under  conditions  superseded 
oy  subsequent  account  and  pay- 
ment, proposed,  Apr.  17,  529. 

Capital  Value,  Actual  Amount  of,  for 
1901-02,  Apr.  gS,  935. 

Gibraltar — ^Provision  of  Docks  and  Anchor- 
age in  tiie  Bay,  Apr.  17,  553. 

Navy — ^Waste  of  Bread,  Baking  Bread  on 
[x>ard  each  ship,  proposed,  Apr.  17, 
522,  523.  524. 

North  Sea  Fisheries,  Preservation  of— 
Board  of  Trade  Committee  on  Collec- 
tion of  Fisheries  Statistics,  Report, 
Apr.  14,  146. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 
Date  of  resuming  adjourned  Debate — 
Order  of  Subjects,  etc.,  Apr,  SS, 
948. 

Priority  of  Government  Business, 
Amendments,  proposed,  Apr.  11, 
53,54. 

Supply  Business,  Apr.  £4, 1305. 

Allocation  of  Votes  in  Supply  by 
the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, proposed,  Apr.  S5, 
1376. 

Amendments,  proposed.  Apr.  25, 
1380,  1384,  1389,  139^  1411, 
1414, 1419, 1421. 

Last  two  nights  of  Supply,  Ques- 
tion of  taking  other  Business, 
Apr.  25,  1413. 

Persia^  Independence  and  Development 
of  Commerce,  etc..  Guarantee  for 
Neutrality  of  Territory — International 
Conference,  proposed,  Apr.  £4,  1185. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  Accounts,  Non- 
distribution  to  Members — Copies  not 
obtainable  at  the  Vote  Office,  Apr.  15, 
283,284. 


■Apr,  25. 

Bowles,  Mr.  Qibson— con<. 

South  African  War. 

Estimates  for  Expenditure  which  may 
not  be  required,  Departure  from 
PrecedenUof  1814  and  1856,  Apr. 
£1,^40. 

Ladysmith— Sir  R.  Buller's  Heliogram 
to  Sir  G.  White,  Publication  of 
Text,  proposed,  Apr.  24, 1174. 

Spion  Kop  Despatches,  Omissions  from 
and  Alterations  in,  previous  to 
publication,  Apr.  25, 1319. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc.,  Increase  in 
—Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  15,  352; 
Apr.  £1,  385. 


Tan 


igier,  Russian  and  French  Squadrons' 
visit — Meeting  concerted  with  the 
Spanish  Grovemment,  alleged,  Apr.  15, 
280. 


Telegraph  Service. 

London  Central  Telegra()h  Office 
Employees'  Pay  Grievance- 
Objections  to  the  r61e  of  Model 
Employer  for  the  Government, 
Apr.  18,  678. 

Telephone  Service  Accounts,  Separation 
from  those  of  the  Telegraph  Service, 
proposed,  Apr.  18,  700. 

Wireless  Telegraphy. 

Government  Monopoly,  Question  of, 

Apr.  18,  701. 
Marconi,  Mr.,  using  Master  Patent 

belonging  to  Prof.  Lodge,  alleged, 

Apr.  IS,  701. 

Boy  Copyists 

Civil  Service  —  Difficulty  in  obtaining 
employment  on  Discliarge,  Low  Kate 
of  Fay,  etc. 

Q.    Apr.  17,  541. 

Boycotting  and  Intimidation.  Ireland 

Difficulty  of  dealing  with— Futility  of 
Government  Action  in  Proclaiming 
Districts,  etc. 

0.    Mr.  Bryce,  Apr.  17,  609. 

Enniffkillen,  Number  of  Boycotting,  etc., 
Cases  since  1st  Jan.,  1902. 
Q.     Apr.  2U  815. 

Normoyle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,   Imprisonment 
for  Contempt  of  Crimes  Act  Court — 
Absence   of    Similar    Procedure    in 
Dromore  Riots  Trial. 
Q.    ^/?r.  f-^,  1,197. 

Number  of  Cases  of  Boycotting  —  Total 
and  partial  Boycotting,  etc 
Os.    Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr.  17,  564 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  572,  673 ;  Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell.  592.  695 ;  Mr. 
Dillon,  603  ;  Mr.  Bryce,  606. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1,199. 

Victims  of  Boycotting,  not  the  Landlords, 
but  the  Peasants. 
Os.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  680  ; 
Mr  Archdale,  589. 
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Ajjr,   11 — Apr,  25. 
Boyle  Brodrick,  Bt-  Hon.  St  John— cem^ 


Proclamation  of  Rural    Districts   under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
O.     Mr.  Wyndam,  Apr.  17^  575. 

Brted 

(?orn  Duty,  Budget  Proposal— Effect  on 
the  Price  of  Bread,  see  Com. 

Kary,  Waste  of  Loaves— baking  Bread  on 
board  each  ship  proposed.    . 
Q,    Apr.  17,  622. 

Brewing  Trade 

Concentration  of,  in  the  hands  of  Great 
Companies. 

Os.     Mr.  Tomlinson,  Apr.  23, 1078  ; 
SirC.  Quilter,  1127. 

Malting.  Chemical  Procesnes,  Application 
of  Industrial  Science,  etc. 

O.     Mr.   Moulton,  Apr,  S3,    1116.   ] 

Scientific  Development  of — Effect  of  Beer 
Bill. 
Os.  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Apr.  C:3, 1081 ; 
Mr.  Flower.  1088;  Mr.  Pi  ice, 
1102;  Mr.  Purvis,  1112;  Mr. 
Moulton,  1114;  Mr.  Stevenson, 
1130. 

Briant  and  Meacham,  Messrs. 

Hops  as  Preservatives,  Experiments. 
O.     CoL  Brookfield,  Apr.  23,  1098. 

Brighton  and  Bottingdean  Seashore  Elec- 
tric Tramroad  Bill 

/,  2r.^    Apr.  17,  453. 

Brixton  Prison 

V*^isiting  Committee,  Constitution  of— 
Draft  Rule  Presented,  Apr.  14,  120. 

Broadhnrst,  Mr.  H.  [Leicester] 

Budget — Additional  Taxation  Proposals, 
Ke-adjustment  of  the  Tobacco  Duty, 
proposed,  Apr.  14,  209. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 

Priority  of  Government  Business,  Apr 
11,  65. 

Keferring  Government  Proposals  to  a 
Committee,  proposed,  Apr,  11, 38, 

Tea  Duty,  Reduction  of,  proposed,  Apr. 
15,  374. 

BroadBtairs  Oas  Bill 

1.2k.*  Apr.  15,  258. 

Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  JohnSecretary  of 

state  for  War  [Surrey,  Guildford] 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — JustiHcation  of  Detention, 
Powers  of  Militanr  Authorities  in 
AdroiniHration  of  Martial  Law,  etc., 
Apr.  17,  516.  517;  Apr.  :^4,  1172, 
1214. 

DespatcheH  —  Omissions  from  Official 
Despatches.  Adoption  at  the  War 
Office  of  Foreign  Office  Method  of 
signifying  omissions  by  Asterisks, 
Apr.  21,  801  ;  Apr.  i'f ,  927. 

HoDg  Kong  Defences— Fortifying  Hills  on 
Kowloon  side  of  the  Colony,  proposed, 
Apr.  24,  1180. 
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Kilt,  Abolition  in  Highland  Regiments, 
alleged,  Apr.  11,  13 ;  Apr.  18,  642. 

Officers'  Uniform,  New  Uniform— Yoong 
Officers  in  India  borrowing  Money  to 
provide  additional  Kit,  Commanding 
Officers  compelling  provision  of  New 
Uniform,  alleged,  Apr.  18,  642. 

South  African  War. 

Botha's,  Geo.,  House  at  Waterfall 
Vreheid— Destruction  by  the 
Britbh,  alleged,  Apr.  11, 8. 

Colonial  Contingents  —  Terms  of 
Service,  Apr.  11,  10. 

Hampshire  Rei^iment,  Railway  Dis- 
aster to— Inquirv,  Pensions  to 
Relatives  of  men  killed,  etc.,  Apr. 
25,  1321. 

Kimberley— Boer  Raid  on  March  28, 
Apr.  24,  1173. 

Ladysmiih— Sir  R.  Buller*8  Heliogram 
to  Sir  G.  White,  Publication  of 
Text,  proposed,  Apr.  21,  800; 
Apr.  22,  926,  927. 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony. 

Detention  of  British  Subjects  in 
South  Africa,  Apr.  18,  636. 

South  African  League,  Per- 
mission to  hold  Public  Meet- 
ings, Apr.  18,  636. 

Olivier  8  Farm,  Details  of  Fight,  Apr. 
24t  1173. 

Peace  Negotiations,  Progress  of' 
Apr.  11,  7,  8. 

Armistice,  Refusal  of,  Apr.  24,  1173. 

Spion  Kop  Despatches. 

Eliminated  Passages  not  indi- 
cated by  Asterisks,  Apr.  SI, 
801 ;  Apr.  ii2,  927. 

Publication  of  previously  uopub- 
I'shed  Despatches,  Apr.  21, 
799,  801. 

Warren,  Sir  C. 

Despatch  reflecting  on  Mili- 
tary capacity.  Publica- 
tion of,  Apr.  22,  925. 

Statement  laid  before  the 
Commander-in-Cldef  on 
withdrawal  from  Natal 
Command— Withholding 
Document  from  Publica- 
tion, Apr.  21,  801,  802 ; 
Apr.  22,  925. 

Sutherland  Skirmish— Lord  Kitchener 
withholding  Details  of  Engage- 
ment, alleged,  Apr.  11,  8. 

Transport  Service— "  Manila,"  Num- 
ber of  Men  sent  down  to  the 
Docks  in  excess  of  Number  em- 
barking, alleged,  Apr.  18,  639. 

Villebois  Mareuil,  Vicomte,  asking 
permission  to  send  Medical  neoes- 
saries  to  the  Boers,  alleged,  Apr» 
11,  9. 

3  K  2  [coni. 
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Brodrick,  Bt  Hon.  St  John- con^ 

South  African  War— con^. 

Volunteers,  Terms  of  Service,  yl  or.  ii, 
10. 

Yeomanry,    Imperial— Terms  of  Ser- 
vice, Apt.  11,  10. 

Volunteers-  Supplying  Boots  as  part  of 
existing  Kit,  proposed,  Apr.  11,  9. 

Wolseley's,  Lord,  Visit  to  South  Africa- 
Refusal  of  Facilities  to  visit  Battle- 
fields, alleged,  Apr.  24,  1172, 1173. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial— Home  Service, 
Number  receiving  fls.  a  day,  Apr.  17, 
617,  518  ;  Apr.  18,  639. 

Bromley  Gas  Bill 

/.  2r.»    Apr.  15,  258. 
Brookfield,  Col.  [Sussex,  Rye] 

Beer  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  23,  1095. 

Brnnner,  Sir  J.  T.  [Cheshire,  Northwich] 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill,  2R.  Apr.  2^,  916,  918. 

BmsselB 

Sugar  Bounties  Conference,  set  Sugar. 
Bryce,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

Aberdeen  Tramways  Bill — Holding  In- 
quiry in  Edinburgh,  Apr.  24,  1193, 
1194. 

Business  of  the  House — Course  of  Business 
Apr.  15,  287 ;  Apr.  21,  817. 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Violation  of  Constitutional 
Piinciples,  Government  sheltering 
themselves  behind  Lord  Kitchener, 
etc.,  Apr.  24,  1235. 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  on— Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  21,  853. 

Ireland,  Revival  of  Coercion— Case  for 
Coercion,  Futility  of  Crovernment 
Measures,  etc.,  Apr.  17,  605. 

Parliamentary  Procetlure,  New  Rules. 

Priority  of  Government  Bu&in'^ss — Re- 
arrangement of  Private  Members* 
Time  on  a  more  business-like 
footing,  proposed,  Apr.  11,  40. 

Supply  Business,  Apr.  24,  1300. 

Supplementary  Estimates,  Apr.  25, 
1389,  1391. 

Tendency  of  the  Rules  to  introduce 
Automatic  Closure,  Apr.  25,  1428. 

Shetland — Improved  Postal  Facilities  be- 
tween Shetland  and  Aberdeen,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  18,  653. 

South  African  War — Pro^rcs  of  Peace 
Negotiations,  Apr.  15,  270. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc..  Increase  in 
—Budget  PfOi>o»al,  Apr.  21,  853. 

Sugar  Bounties,  Bru8.<«elfl  International 
Conference  Papers,  Date  of  Presenta- 
tion to  Parliament,  Apr.  17,  527. 

Telegraph  Service — Scotland  and  London, 
Breakdown  of  Communication  in 
Winter— Extension  of  Underground 
Wu^e  System  to  Scotland,  proposed, 
Apr,  18,  692. 
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Apr.    25. 

Bryce,  Et.  Hon.  J,—cont. 

Trade  Unions,  Legal  Decisions  aifecting 
Position  of — Opportunity  for  Dibcun- 
sion,  Apr.  21,  816,  817. 

Wireless  Tele;riaphy  —  Communication 
with  Iceland  by  the  Marconi  System, 
proposed,  Apr.  18,  693. 

Brynmawr  and  Western  Valleys  Eailwa js 
(Vesting)  Bill 

c.  Report.*  Apr.  16,  381. 

Budget 

Deferring  till  conclusion  of  South  African 
Peace  Negotiations,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  14,  127. 

Os.     Mr.    Holland,  Apr.    I4,  216; 
Mr.  Robson,  222. 

Deficiency  of  the  Budget — "  Unfalliomablc 
Deficiency  " 
0.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Apr.  21,  887. 

"  Extravagant  Budget." 
0.  Mr.  A.  Davies,  Apr.  21,  870. 

Irish  Taxation  Grievance,  set  title  Finan- 
cial Relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

Procedure— Taking  the  Com  Duty  and 
Loan  Resolutions  on  the  first  and 
second  nights,  with  the  understanding 
that  opportunity  for  general  discai»- 
sion  shall  be  given  at  a  later  stage.— 
Debate  on  the  Budget,  Apr.  I4, 
199,200,211,2)3,214. 

Resolutions  Reported,  Apr.  17,  623  ;  Apr. 
22,  954,  1065. 

Statement  (Sir.  M.  H.  Beach)  Aiyr.  I4* 
161. 

Additional  Taxation,  175,  185. 

Borrowing  Powers,  186. 

Deficit,  172,  174. 

Estimated  Revenue  and  Expenditure, 
171. 

Final  Balance  Sheet,  186. 

Necessity  for  increased  Indirect  Taxa- 
tion, 188. 

Sinking  Fund,  Suspeasion  of,  175. 

Suggestions  with  reference  to  tlie  im- 
position of  New  Taxes,  178. 

War  Expenditure,  172. 

Statement  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure 
Presented,  Apr.  I4,  126. 

Suggestions  for  Alternative  Taxation. 
Os.     Sir  W.   Thorbum,  Apr.  21,  824  : 
Mr.  Ashton.  846  ;  Mr.  CoghiiJ,  8o7  ; 
Sir.  M.  H.  Beach,  9o2. 

(For  details  of  subjects  discussed  ner  title 
Corn,  Income  Tax,  Stinip  duties,  etc.) 

Bull  Lighthonse 

Delay  in  Reliefs. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  647. 

Boiler,  Sir  B. 

South  African  War,  Publication  of  Des- 
patches, etc;  «fe  South  Afiican  War 
8nbhcading4,  Ladysmith  and  Spion 
Kop. 
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Apr,  11- 

Burdett  CouttSi  Mr.  W.  L.  A.  B.  [Westmin- 
8ter] 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill,  2r.  Apr,  21, 
786.  788. 

Bnrghloy  Boad  School 

Sanc^tioning  as  Higlier  Elementary  School, 
London  Schojl  Board  witlidrawing 
application. 

Q,    Apr,  11,   17. 

Burma 

(^piam  Tnule— Modification*  in   Regula- 
tions for  License*!  Sale  of  ( )pium. 
Q,     Apr.  21,  800. 

Bim  &  Johnson,  Messrs. 

<'ljvim«»    t<>    promotion    in   South- Kastern 
District  Post  Ollioe. 
<?.     Apr.  24,   1189. 

Bums.  Mr.  John  [Battcrsea] 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
ImprovemenKs)  Bi'l,  2u.   Apr.  21,1S\, 

787. 

London  &  NorHi  Western  Railway  Bill, 
2r,  Apr.  17,  479. 

Business  of  the  House 

Course  of  Business — Mr.  Balfour's  Replies 
to  Questions,  Apr,  15,  2S7  ;  Apr.  17th, 
555 ;  Apr,  21,  817  ;  Apr,  23,  I3;i3,  1334. 

Priority  of  Government  Business. 

Motions    [Mr.   A.  .J.  Balfour]  Apr. 
15,  288  ;   Apr.  22,  950. 

Procedure,  New  1X\\\q— Motion  [Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour]  Apr.  11,  "22. 

Bills —  Priority  between  Easter 
and  Whitsuntide  for  Private 
Members'  Bills  which  ob- 
tained a  Second  Reading  be- 
fore Easter,  proi>osod,  26,  45. 

Devolution,  Remedy  for  block  of 
Business,  proposed: — Argu- 
ment in  favour  of  Home 
Rule,  etc  33,  34,  64. 

Discouragement  of  young  Mem- 
bers— Dearth  of  Opportun- 
ities, 37,  38. 

Distribution  of  Parliamentary 
Time -Time  occupied  by  Pn- 
vate  Meiiil>ers  and  by  the 
Government,  31,  44,  63.' 

On.     Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr.  2}, 
1-282;  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  1305. 

Distribution  of  Private  Members' 
Time  on  a  more  businesslike 
footing,  proposed,  40. 

Notice  of  Suspension  of  the  Order, 
Two  Dava'  Notice  —  Mr. 
Bowles  8  Amendment,  55. 

Private  Members'  Rights,  Cur- 
tailment of,  alleged,  28,  33, 
37,38,46,61,65. 

Valne  of  Private  Members'  Legis- 
lation. 42,  43.  46. 

Whitanntide  —  Arrangements 
after  Whitsuntide,  Addi- 
tional Friday  for  Private 
Members — Sir  E.  Strachey's 
Amendment,  2.'^  26,  28,  35, 
39,  41. 
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-Apr.  25. 

Business  of  the  KouBe-^ont, 

Standing  Order,  Exemption  from. 

Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoor]  Apr,  t$ 
950. 

Butcher,  Mr.  J.  O.  [York] 

Post  Oflice  Employees'  Grievances,  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  pro^io^ed,  Apr,  18, 
742. 

Butter 

Miik-blended  Butter— Sale  of  contrary  to 
Provisions  of  Mari^arine  Act,  alleged. 
Q,     Apr.  22,  937. 

Standard  of  Moisture,  Date  of  fixing. 
V.     Ajtr,  21,A\3. 

Buxton,  Mr.  8.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 

Corn,   Meal,    etc.,   Reimposition   of  the 

Registration    Duty  —  Budget  Pro- 
posals, April  14,  202. 
Articles  subject  to  Duty,  List  of — 
Return  proposed,  Apr.  22,  934. 

Number  of  New  Duties,  Apt\  t4, 1187. 

Income  Tax,  Increase  in — Budget  4*ro- 

posal,  Apr.  14,  204. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill, 
2r,  Apr.  17,  479. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules, 
Supply  Business  —Motions,  Classifica- 
tion by  the  Speaker  or  Chairman  and 
Statement  of  Specific  object  of 
Motion,  proposed,  Apr.  25,  1377. 

Cahle  Oommunication 

Inter- Departmental  Committee. 

Cable  Landing    Rights    Committee, 
Suggestious  as  to. 
Os.     Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  18, 
700 ;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 

703. 

Report  Presented,  Apr.  I4,  117. 

Caine,  Mr.  W.  S.  [Cornwall  Camborne] 

Burma,  Opium  Trade  —  Government 
Arrangements  for  Retail  Sale  of 
Cooked  Opium,  alleged,  Apr.  tl,  806 

ludia. 

Assam —  Settlement  of  Spirit  Shops 
on  Tea  (iardens,  Protests  from 
Tea  Plan  t^^rs' Association,  alleged, 
Apr.  14,  141,  142, 

Education,  Director-General  of  — 
Appointment  filled  from  English 
Education  Department,  Salary  of 
ottice,  etc.,  Apr.  21,  805. 

Punjab,    Deaths     from     Plagae  — 
Securing    Co-operation     of    the 
People    m  administering  Plague 
Measures,  Apr.  I4,  142. 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Ash  Removal  Con- 
tracts—Otticers  responsible  for  Dis- 
posal of  Ashe«,  etc.,  Apr.  I4,  136. 

Cairo 

Soldiers*  Clnb*,  Lord  Cromer's  Report — 

Establishing  similar  Clubs  in  Great 
Britain,  pro|>09ed. 
Q.     Apr.  2',  1321. 


Oal— Oar] 
Caledonian  Railway  Bill 

c  Report*  Apr,  SS,  919. 

Oambridge  UnlTersity 

Statutes  Presented,  Apr.  U,  122,  126. 
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Campbell,  Mr.  J.  [Armagh,  S.] 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland— Pay- 
ment of  Balance  of  Residual  Grant, 
1900-01,  Apr,  15,  285. 


Apr,    11 — Apr,   25. 

Canada — tent. 

Horses,  Purchase  for  the  British  Army. 

Facilities   for   Tendering,    Aflbrdin^ 
Canadian  Farmers  smiilar  Faciii- 
ties  to   those   given   in    United 
SUtes. 
q.    Apr,18,eX!, 

Remount  Dep6t<«,  Establishment   in 
Ontario    and    North-West    Pro 
▼ince,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr,  U,  131. 


Campbell-Bannerman,   Bt.  Hon.  Sir  H. 

[Stirling  Burgbs]. 

Attack  on  Sir  H.  Campbell  Bannerman's 
War  Office  Admim-'tration,  Shortage 
of  Cordite  and  Small  Arms  Ammuni- 
tion in  1895. 

Motion  for  Papers  [Lord  Monkswell], 
Apr.  17,  459. 

Budget— Taking  the  Com  Duty  and  Loan 
Resolutions  the  first  night,  Facilities 
for  renewal  of  the  General  Debate, 
Apr,  14s  213. 

•Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 

Priority  of   Government   Business- 
Private     Members     Legislation, 
Apr,  11,  32. 

Supply  Business. 

Motions  —  Right  of  making 
Motions,  Privilege  accorded 
to  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
Apr,  11,  83. 

Time  Limit  for  Speeches  proposed, 
Apr,  11,  88. 

South  African  War. 

Attack  on  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner- 
man's  Attitude  and  Public  Utter- 
ances—Injury to  British  Army 
and  Encouragement  to  Boer 
Forces.  aUeged. 
Os,  Mr.  Brodrick,-4»r.  g^,  1217; 
Mr.  Bartley,  1230 

Peace     Negotiations,     Progress     of, 
Apr,  11,  7,  112 ;  Apr,  14, 126. 

Budget,  Deferring  till  conclusion 
of  Negotiations,  proposed, 
Apr,  14,  127. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of. 

South  African  War — Progress  of  Peace 
Negotiations  Apr.  18,  629. 

Canada 

Canned  Provisions,  Supply  to  Troops  in 
South  Africa — Number  of  Contracts 
held    respectively  by  Canadian   and 
American  Firms. 
Qs,    Apr,  14,  132 ;  Apr.  SI,  803. 

Cattle,  Restoring  Introduction  of  Store 
Cattle   into    United    Kingdom,    pro- 
posed. 
Qa,    Apr,  17,  640  ;  Apr,  21,  813. 

Com  and  Flour  Duties— Reiraposition  in 
Great    Britain,    Budget    iSroposal— 
Feeling    in    Canada,    Jjkyin^   Com- 
munications upon  the  Table,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  :?/,  8U8. 
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Canned  Provisions 

South  African  War— Number  of  Contract* 
held  respectively  by  Canadian  and 
American  Firms. 

Qs.    Apr,  14.  132  ;  Apr.  SI,  803. 

Canteens 

Army— Committee  of  Inquiry. 

Constitution  of  Committee,  etc 

Q,    Apr.  14f  133. 
Date  of  Publication  of  Report,  etc 

Q,    Apr,  S6,  1322. 

Cape  Coast  Castle 

Rainsford  v,  Browne  Libel  Case. 

Cape   Coast   Government    defraying 
Expenses  of  Major  Browne,  eic 
Q,     Apr,  SS,  933. 

Dublin,  Chief  Baron's  Cham  to  the 
Jury,  with    Notes  of  Evidence, 
etc. — Laying  on  the  Table. 
Q.    Apr,  S5,  1330. 

Cape  Colony 

Mail    Contract— Unnecessary    delay    in 
Transit,  alleged. 
Q,    Apr,  S5,  1327. 

Martial  Law  {see  titles  Cartwright  and 
South  African  War.) 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  Cbserratory 

Report  Presented,  Apr,  S4, 1169  ;  S5, 1S15, 

Carloway 

Road  between  Carloway  and  Stomawsy* 
Delay  in  Completion. 
Q,    Apr.  14,  150. 

Carroll,  Mr. 

Assault  on  by  the  Police  at  Borrisokiph 
alleged. 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A. 

Detention    under  Martial    Law  in  Cap* 
Colony,  without  charge  brought  twl 
for  an  indefinite  period. 
Qs.      Apr.  14,  127;   Apr.  17,  516: 
Apr.  S4,  1171. 

Motion    for    Adjournmnit  [Mr.    J 
Moriey],  Apr.  24,  1208. 

CartwrightV,  Mr.,    Original  Of 
fence,  1208,  1215,  1232,  1246. 
1257. 

Case  one  of  a  number  alleged. 
1253. 

Constitutional  Rights  of  British 
Subject8,Violationof,  alleiEcd, 
1213,  1218,  1221.  1223,  1227, 
1228,  1230,  1235, 1255. 
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Cartwright,  Mr.  A.-<ont, 

Detention  under  Martial  Law   in  Cape 
Colony — cont. 

Motion  for  AdjoummetU^^iont, 

Government  Responsibility  for 
Administration  of  Martial 
Law,  Shuffling  off  on  to  Lord 
Kitchener,  alleged,  1237, 
1243,  1248,  1250,  1251.  1258, 
1262. 

Kitchener,  Lord— Motion  a  Vote 
of  Censure  on,  alleged,  1234, 

1236,  1240,  1242.  1248,  1249, 
1251,  1253,  1254,  1256.  1258, 
1260. 

Martial    Law,   Extension  of,  to 
England,  allesred,  1218,  1230, 
1237,  1'246,  1259. 

Military  Authoritiis,  Powers  in 
respect  of  Martial  Law,  1211, 
1218,  1222,  1223,  1231,  1239, 
1242,  1244,  1247,  1250. 

Military  Necessity  the  only  Justi- 
fication for  Martial  Law,  1213, 

1237,  1241,  1248,  1250. 

Object  of  Detention— Prevention 
of  Dissemination  of  Anti- 
British  Views  in  Great  Britain, 
1210,  1214,  1219,  1228,  1234, 
1242,  1245. 

Times  Publication  of  Libel,  for 
publi-^hing  which  Mr.  Cart- 
Mrright  was  convicted,  1216, 
1224,  1232,  1246,  1257. 

Undertaking  to  be  required  from 
Mr.  Cartwright,  1209,  1212, 
1214,  1224,  1255,  1257. 

Worthlessness  of  before  the 
law,  1225,  1231. 

Oastlebar 

Distillation — Constables  endeavouring  to 

gersaade  persons  to  establish  Illicit 
tills,  alleged. 
Q,    Apr.  U,  155. 

OasUerea 

Proclamation  of  Rural  District  nnder 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 

O.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  /7,  575. 

Oaterham  and  District  Oas  Bill 

r,  Reiwrt  •  Apr.  f>2,  920. 

Cattle  Markets,  Metropolitan 

Moneys  received  and  paid — Account  Pre- 
sented, Apr,  14f  116. 

Cattle  and  Live  Stock 

Canadian  Store  Cattle,  Restoring  Intro- 
duction into  United  Kingdom,  pro- 
poned. 

Qs.     Apr.  17,  540 ;  Apr.  SI,  813. 

Feeding  stuffs*.  Importation  of— Prejudicial 
Enect  of  the  Com  Duty  on  the  Agri- 
cultural Industry,  s^e  title  Com,  Grain, 
Meal,  etc. 

Ireland,  Cattle  Maiming— Ballinsloe  Out- 
rage, PuniHhment  ot  Offenders. 

Qs.     Apr  Jo,  1328,  1329.  ; 


Apr,   11 — Apr,    25. 

Cattle  and  Live  Btock—cont. 
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Prices  received  under  MarkeU  and  Fairt 
(Weighing   of    Cattle)    Act,    1891  — 
Weekly  Publication,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  17.  539. 

Oavan 

Proclamation  of  Rural  Districts  under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 

Os.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  J7,  575 ; 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  593. 

Cavehill  and  Whitewell  Tramways  BiU 

e.  Report.*  Apr.  SS,  1074. 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  [Greenwich] 

Ireland,  Revival  of  Coercion— Case  for 
Coercion,  Diminution  of  Crime  pro- 
duced by  previous  exercise  of  Coercion, 
etc.,  Apr.  17,  612. 

Cecil,  Mr.  E.  [Aston  Manor] 

Mercantile  Marine,  Admiralty  subvention 
of  Merchant  Steamers  for  War  Service 
—  Companies  substituting  Foreign 
Flag  for  British,  Admiralty  enforcing 
right  of  pre-emption  in  such  a  case. 
Apr.  f4»  1181. 

Census 

Ireland— Returns  Presented,  Apr.  14,  118. 

Central  Argentine  and  Bosario  Railway 
Bill 

c.  eon.*  Apr.  14,  123. 
3r.*  Apr.  17,  511. 
Lords'  Amendt.*  Apr.  18,  626. 

Central  Telegraph  Office 

See  Telegraph  Service,  Employees. 

"Centnrion,"  H.M.8. 

Baking  Bread  on  Ship  itself.  Success  of 
Experiment. 
Q.  Apr.  17,  523. 

Chairman  of  Committees 

Ri.  Hon.  J.  W.  Lmrther. 

Chairman  of  Committees  [Lords] 

Earl  of  Morley. 

Chamberlain,  Mr.  Axis^AU.  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  [W  orcestershire,  E.  1 

Civil  Service  Clerks 

Boy  Copyists— Difficulty  in  obUining 
emplojTnent  on  Discharge,  Low 
Rate  of  Pay,  etc.,  Apr.  17,  542. 

Retirement  Rule«,  Making  Order  in 
Council  based  on  Report  of  the 
Ridley  Comminnion  applicable  to 
Clerks  of  the  High  C*»urt,  Legisla- 
tion proposed,  Apr.  1},  152. 
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Ohamberlaiii,  Mr.  Austen— ^on^ 

Coronation  Flags,  Importation  of  from 
Germany  —  Registration  Duty  sag- 
gcsted,  Apr,  28,  939. 

Dog  Tax,  Reducing  Scottish  Tax,  proposed 
— Amount  derived  from  Tax  in  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  Apr,  14t  150. 

Ireland. 

Belfast,  Publicans'  Licences — Objec- 
tion to  Magistrates'  Certificates 
for  Renewal  of  Licences  in  cases 
of  Rebuilding  of  Premises,  Apr, 
14,  159. 

Dromin  and  Ballinculla  Postal  Ar- 
rangement«,  Alteration  of  Morn- 
ing to  Evening;  Collection,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  17,  551. 

Dublin  Sorting  Office,  Extra  Duty, 
— Rate  ot  Payment  for  three 
attendances,  etc.,  Apr,  14,  160. 

Killaloe  Postmastersliin  —  Appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  J.  White,  Aj^r.  85, 
1333. 

Limerick. 

Office  of  Registrar  of  Births 
and  Death.(«,  Abolition  of 
— Dr.  Barry's  Cla  m  for 
Compensation,  Granting 

Compensation     to     Widow 
proposed,  Apr.  ?:?,  947. 

PosUl  Staff. 

Ansistant  Superintendents, 
Filling  up  Va'^anciesfroro 
outside  Office:*,  Reasons 
for,  Qualifications,  etc., 
Apr.  SS,  945. 

Extra  Attendance,  Claim  foi 
Overtime,  etc.,  Apr.  11, 
20. 

Inadequacy  of  arrangement, 
Delay  in  making  early 
provision  for  pressure  of 
business.  Inquiry,  etc., 
Apr.  14,  160 ;  Apr.  18, 
658. 

National  School  Teachers'  Pension 
Fund-Return,  Apr,  17,  546. 

Tory  Island,  Interruption  of  Cable 
Conimnnication  with  Donegal 
Mainland,  Apr.  11,  21. 

Mail  Service— Cape  Mail  Contract,  Dc'ay 
in  Tran.HJt,  alleged,  Apr.  S5,  1327. 

National  Gallery,  Turner  Drawings  stored 
in  boxej»,  Di'»tribution  among  other 
Picture  Galleries,  proposed,  Apr,  18, 
650. 

Parcels  Post. 

LcsH  of  Parcel.  Es'ablishing  Evidence 
of  Posting— Compcnnation,  Apr. 
14,  151. 

R-ceipt^,  Inauguration  of  System, 
proposed,  Apr,  I4,  151. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules- 
Supply  Business,  Apr,  S5,  1391. 
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Ohamberlaiii,  Mr.  A.Vi&\An-'€otU, 

Post  Office. 

Africa,  Central,  Postal  Arrangements, 
Delay  in  Transmission  of  Incor- 
rectly addressedLetters,  Acquaint- 
ing Public  with  correct  Uiode  of 
address,  proposed,  Apr,  8S,  938. 

Buildings,  Insanitary  conditionf 
alleged,  Apr,  18, 702. 

Employees. 

Auxiliary  Labour,  Abolition  of, 
piopo«ed,  Apr,  84*  1191. 

Extra  Duty  in  the  East  Central 
District  Office,  Number  of 
Hours  performed  between 
8  p.m.  and  midnight  from 
15th  January  to  15ch  April, 
1902.  Apr,  84,  1192. 

Grievances. 

•  Committee  of  Inquiry,  Ob- 
jections to,  Apr,  18,  731, 
739. 

Delay  in  answering  com- 
plaints —  Explanation, 
Apr,  18,  733. 

Pay,  Differentiation  between 
different  Staffs,  Leave 
Restrictions,  Sick  Leave 
Regulations,  Hardships 
endured  by  Rural  Post- 
men, etc.,  Apr,  18,  735. 

Promotion  in  South- Eastern  Dis- 
trict Office— Claims  of  Messrs. 
Bum  and  Johnson,  Apr.  84* 
1189. 

Risk  allowance.  Restoring  to 
Officer  Godbehcar,  proposed, 
Apr,  84.  1192. 

Slate  Club,  Employee  forbidden 
to  act  as  Treasurer,  Rescind- 
ing Regulation  proposed,  Apr, 
81,  S\i, 

South  African  War — Csncelling 
Records  of  Past  Misconduct 
in  Post  Office  Seivice  on  Vol- 
unteering, proposed,  Apr,  84, 
1190. 

Sunday  Duty,  Liability  for— First 
Intimation  to  Candidates  for 
Sorterships,  Apr,  f/,  811. 

Volunteers*  Annual  Training 
Leave,  Pay,  etc.,  Apr,  84, 
1188. 

Women  Clerks,  Reduction  of 
Salary,  Apr.  18,  753. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  Expenditure  on, 
Ajn-.  11,  18. 

Postal  Orders,  Reduction  of  Commissioii 
— Supplying  Books  of  Postal  Orders, 
proposed,  Apr,  17,  542. 

Postmen  —  Me«lical  Certiorates,  Snb- 
Office  Rural  Postmen  compelled  to 
furnish  Department  with  Weekly 
Certificates  while  on  the  Sick  List, 
Refunding  cost  of  Certificates,  pro- 
posed,  Apr.  14,  152, 
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Regents  Park— Leasee  to  Pi  i  vat e  Persons,  ^ 
Extensions  or  Renewals  in  the  last 
ten   years— Considering  applications 
of  Pablio  Authorities,  etc.,  Apr,  2Sy 
939. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  Accounts,  Noo* 
distribution  to  Members — Copies  not 
obtainable  at  the  Vote  Office,  Apr.  15^ 
284. 

Scotland. 

Glasgow  Post  Office  Employees. 

Fine  not  divided  amongst  Officers 
at  Fault,  A2^r.  SI,  810. 

TolcgraphiBts  debarred  from 
applying  for  Vacancies  in 
the  Transvaal  Postal  Service, 
Apr.  14,  130. 

Unofficial  Notices,  Exhibition  in 
the  Postmen's  Office  —  Pro- 
hibition, Apr.  S4,  1189. 

Mallaig  Mail  Service — Unsatisfactory 
Steamer  Service,  Terminating 
Contract  with  Mr.  MacBrayne, 
proposed,  Apr.  $4,  1190,  1191. 

Orkney,  Lease  of  Sea  Fishings — Pro- 
tection of  Public  Fishing  Rights, 
Apr.  rs,  653. 

Shetland — Improved  Postal  Facilities 
between  Shetland  and  Aberdeen, 
proposed,  Apr.  18,  653. 

Stomoway  Cable  Communication, 
Increased  Fees  for  Registered 
Addresses,  etc.,  Apr.  IS,  701. 

Telegraph  Service. 

Employees. 

London  Central  Telegraph  Office, 
Increasing  Number  of  Senior 
Appointments,  proposed,  i4/>r. 
/J,  283. 

London  Central  Telegraph  Office 
Employees'  Grievances— (io- 
vemraent  Breach  of  Faith, 
alleged,  Apr.  IS,  671. 

Poles,  Multiplication  of  —  Incon- 
venience in  Country  Distri?ts, 
Allowing  Licencees  to  rnnt  Wires 
erected  on  Post  Ottice  Polos,  pro- 
posed, Aitr.  IS,  649. 

Scotland  and  London,  BnMkdown  of 
Communication  in  Winter — Ex- 
tension of  Underground  Wire 
System  to  Scotlan<l.  proposed, 
Cost,  etc.,  Apr.  IS,  693,  iOl. 

Telefthone  Service — Account**,  Separation 
from  those  of  the  T«'legr.iph  Service, 
proposed,  Apr.  IS.  70*J. 

Wireless  Telegraphy—  Post  Ofbce  Relations 
with  the  Marconi  Company,  Expendi- 
ture on  Experiments,  etc.,  Apr.  IS, 
703. 

Gliamberlain.  Et  Hon.  J.—Srcrctanj  oj  State 

/or  the  Colonirs  [Birmingham,  W.] 

Barbados  —  Inquiry  into  System  of 
Parochial  Administration,  Hating,  etc. , 
proposed,  Apr.  17,  528. 
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Apr,  25. 

OliainbdrlAiii,  Bt.  Hon.  3,—cont. 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc. — Keiroposition  of 
Kegisi  ration  Duty,  Budget  Proposals 
Canada — Feeling  in,  Laying  Commu- 
nications upon  the    lable,   pro- 
posed, Apr.  SI,  809. 

Davles's,  Mr.  A.,  Remarks  on  Mr. 
Chanil»erlain's  former  views  on 
Free  Trade,  Apr.  SI,  872. 

Rains''ord  v.  Browne  Liliel  Case— Cape 
Coast  (Jovernment  defraying  expense* 
of  Major  Browne,  etc..  Ajyr.  SS,  933. 

Rho<lesia,  Hut  Tax — Terms  of  previous 
Ordinance,  Amount  prcMluced  by 
present  tax,  etc.,  Apr.  17  (106),  616. 

South  African  War. 

Boer  Farms,  Sale  of. 

Few  Sal's  and  Insiimincant  Re- 
ceipt-, Apr.  15,  330. 

Method  of  ascertaining  that  own- . 
ers  were  alive  and  on  Com- 
mando— Disposal  of  proceeds 
of  Sales  of  Farms  belonging 
to  dead  Boers,  Apr.  17,  515. 

Purchase  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment— Price  paid  for  Stryd- 
fontein  Farm,  Apr.  SI,  799.  ' 

Burghersi  Corps  of  Loyal  Burghers — 
Invitations  to  theCoronation,tQg- 
gested,  Apr.  25,  1320. 

Concentration  Camps. 

Death  Returns  in  January  and 
February,  1902  —  Discrepan- 
cies between  original  ana  re- 
vised Figures,  Apr.  J4i  1171. 

Maintenance  Chiracs  against 
Boers  remaining  in  the  field 
after  15th  September,  1901 — 
Giving  Creilit  for  value  of 
Food  Supplies  des:royed  by 
British  Troops,  proposed, 
Apr.  i.5,  271. 

Peac*^  Negotiations. 

Kitchener,  Lord  and  Lord  Milner 
debarred  from  expressing 
opinion  to  Boer  Leaders  upon 
su</gestions  made  by  them — 
Giving  greater  discretion, 
propi)sed,  Apr.  17,  515. 

Law  of   the   late  Transvaal   Ri' 
public  requiring  Delegates  to 
refer  Terms  of  reace  to  Com- 
mandoes io  the  field,    Apr. 

Transvaal  snd  Orange  River  Colony. 

"Johannesburg  Star" — Articles  en- 
clostd  in  l^ird  Milner's  Dospitch 
Of  *J6th  April,  1H90  not  reprinted 
Aj>r.  IS,  h.M  ;  Apr.  .^4,  1171. 

Law,  Alteration^  in— Lord  Milner's 
Auth  trity,  Apr.  15,  271. 

Ohamberlayne,  Mr.  T.  [Southampton] 

Cape  Mail  Service— Delay  in  Transit,  Apr. 
S5,  1327. 

South  African  War— Railway  Disaster  to 
the  Hampshire  Regiment,  Inquiry — 
Pensions  to  relatives  of  men  killed, 
etc,  Apr.  25,  1320. 
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Chance.  Messrs. 

lenticular  Apparatus  for  Fas*  net  Light- 
honsei  Order  given  to  Messrs.  Chance, 
Q,  Apr,  S4,  1203. 

Chancellor  of  the  Dnchy  of  Lancaster 

Lord  James  of  Hereford. 

Chancellor  of  the  Bxcheauer 

Rt.  Hon,  Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach 
Channing,  Mr.  F.  A.  [Northamptonshire,  K.] 

Atlantic  Shipi)ing  Trust,  Formation  of  by 
Amtfrican  Syndicate. 

Commercial  and  Political  Interests  of 
Great  BriUiin,  Safe-guarding,  etc., 
Apr.  25,  132.3. 

White  Star  Line  joining  the  Combine, 
Contravf-ntion  of  Admiralty  Con- 
tract, alleged,  Apr.  S5,  1323. 

Budget— Cheque  Sk>amp  Duty.Income  Tax, 
Policy  of  Loans,  etc.,  Apr.  21,  875. 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc..  Duty  on— Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  SI,  878. 

Articles  included  in  the  Pr^po^als, 
Apr.  27,  633. 

Gambling,  Automatic  Machines  as  a 
source  of  evil— Special  action  by  Police, 
Legislation,  etc.,  proposed,  Apr.  17, 
535. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rales. 


Jpr.    11 — Apr.    25. 

Chaplin,  Bight  Hon.  'E^-cont. 


Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rulep. 
Priority    of    Government    Business, 
Apr,  11,  34. 

Supply  Business,  Apr.  S5, 1404. 

Irish  Supply — Number  of  Days 
allotted  to  Irish  Supply,  Apr. 
35, 1359. 

Motions,  Classification  by  the 
Speaker  or  Chairman  and 
St>itementof  Specific  Object 
of  Motion  proposed,  Apr.  £S, 
1378. 

Charing  Cross  Boad  to  the  Mall 

Date  of  opening  Road 
Q,    Apr.S4,\\m. 

Charities 

Cloudsley,  Richard,  Charity — Distribution 
of  Income,  Trnntees*  approval  of 
Attorney -General's  Proposal-* — Send- 
ing Copies  of  Scheme  to  Islington 
Borongn  Council,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  536. 

Lancaster,  County  of.  Inquiry  into 
Charities— Return  Presented,  Apr. 
11,  7  ;    Apr.  14,  125. 

Charity  Commission 

Report  of  Commissioners  Presented,  itpr. 
14,  115. 


Priority  of  GoTemment    Business — 
Priority    for    Private    Members'  , 
Bills    which    obtain    a    Second  ,  Charleston 

Reading  before  Easter,  proposed.  Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  14,  119. 

Apr.  11^  45. 

Supply    Business— Amendment    pro-    Cheques 


posed,  Apr.  S5,  1431. 

Motions,  Classification  by  the 
Speaker  or  Chairman,  and 
Statement  of  Specific  Object 
of  Motions,  proposed,  Apr,  t5, 
1373. 
Savings  Bank  Funds  Committee. 


Adhesive  Stamps  on  Cheques,  Obligation 
to  obliterate  Stamp. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  531. 

Stamp  Duty,  Inci-ea^e  in,  see  Stamp  Duty. 


Chicago 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  17,  454. 

Labour  Representatives,  addition  of,  ,  Ohigwellt  Laughton   and  Woodford  Qas 

proposed,  Apr.  18,  646,  647.  '  Bill 

Over  -  Representation     of  ,  Banking  /.     Report*  Apr.  18,  625. 

Interest,  eUi..  Apr.  S4,  1267.  3b.  •    Apr.  U.  1146. 

South  African  War.  r.     1r.»    Apr.  35,  1317. 

Boer  Farms,  Purchase  by  the  British    ni.*i^«.A« 

Government      Price     paid      for    ^'"^ar®^ 

Strydfontein  Farm,  Apr.  31,  798.  i  Pauper  Children  «r<  Toor  Law  Children. 

Concentration    Camps—Returns     of    Qlum^ 
Deaths  in  January  and  February, 


1902,  Discrepancies  between 
original  and  revised  figures,  Apr, 
24,\V]\. 

Chaplin,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  [Lincolnshire,  Sleaford] 
Attitude  of  Mr.  Chaplin  towards  the 
Government  since  he  had  ceased  to  be 
a  Member  of  it,  Sir  J.  Fergusson's 
Remonstrance — Mr.  Chaplin's  Com- 
ments, Apr.  11,  36. 

Beer  Bill,  2r,  Apr.  33,  1131. 

Corn,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  on—Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  14,  200 ;  Apr.  3J, 
1028. 

Chaplin's,  Mr. ,  Views  on  Protection. 
O.    Sir  E.  Strachey,  Apr.  32,  961. 
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British  Expedition— Expenditure  for  War 
charges  in  South  Africa  and  China. 

Budget  Statement,  Apr,  I4,  163,  170. 

Return  Ordered,  Apr.  17,  614 — Pie- 
sented,  Apr.  34, 1169. 

Hong  Kong,  see  that  title. 

Tientsin 

Conditions  with  regard  to  return  of 
Territory  to  Chinese  JnritKliction, 
etc. 

Qs.    Apr.  /7, 526 ;  Apr.  35, 1324. 

Military  Operations  in  1900 — Issue  of 
Clasp  to  British  Forces,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  34,  1184. 
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CndnaGlay 

Puty  pn  Exported  China  Clay  and  Marl 
Clay  proposed. 
O.    Mr.  Coghill,  Afyr.  21,  857, 

GWw  9^A  Earthenware 

Maamlactore  of— Sapplementary  Special 
Bttles  Presented,  Apr^  14,117, 


Charch  of  England 

Livioip  and  Population  Returns. 
Q,    Jpt\  17,  635. 

ChnrcJuU,  Mr.  Winston  [Oldham.] 

Car^wright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  C»ipe 
Colony — Violation  of  Constitutional 
Principles,  etc,  Apr,  21^,  1227. 

Pin taee— 'Increase  of  National  Exp*!Ddi- 
ture  out  of  all  proportion  to  National 
Bnrichment,  Lack  of  Proportion  in 
Distribution  of  Expenditure  between 
different  objects,  eic.,  Apr,  14,  234. 

Committee— Notice  of  Motion  for 
Select  Committee  to  consider  the 
Reduction  of  National  Expendi- 
ture, Apr,  S4,  1205,  1206. 

South  African  War— Ladysraith,  Publica- 
tion of  Text  of  Sir  K.  Buller's  Helio- 
gram  to  Sir  G.  White,  proposed,  Apr. 
ff ,  926. 

Volunteers— Training  Scheme,  Carrying 
0«t  new  Scheme,  Apr,  17,  520. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial. 

Seme  Sendee,  Number  receiving  6s,  a 
day,  Apr.  15,  273 ;  Apr,  17,  617, 
618  ;  Apr,  18,  639. 

OAcer^  Pay  of  Subaltern  Officers 
during  Training  prior  to  despatch 
to  South  Africa— Granting  Militia 
Messing  Allowance,  proposed, 
Afyr,  16,  274. 

Thirtieth  Battalion,  Detention  at  Bol- 
f«rd  Camp — Cost  to  the  Public, 
etc.,  Apr.  15,  272. 

City  of  London  (Spitalfields  Market)  Bill. 

/.     IR.*    Apr.  14,  115. 
te.*    Apr.  22,  909. 

Civil  Serv&nts. 

Boy    Copyists —Difficulty    in    Obtaining 
Employment  on  Discharge,  Low  Rate 
ofray,  etc. 
q,    Apr.  17,  541. 

Clerks,  Retirement  Rnles— Making  Order- 
in- Council  liaKed  on  Report  of  the 
Ei^ey  Commission  applicable  to 
Clerks  of  the  High  Court,  Legislation, 
proposed. 

Q.    Apr.  14,  151. 

Parliamentary  Pressure— Civil  Servants* 
Misuse  of  Electoral  Power,  alleged. 
Ot.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  18,  680  ; 
Mr.  Kearley.  681  ;  Mr.  Bartley, 
682  ;  Mr.  Duke.  713 ;  Mr.  Hay, 
720;  Mr.  Banbury,  726,  728; 
Mr.  Field,  729. 
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Apr,    11 — Apr,   25. 

Civil  Servants— con/. 

Pensions  and  Superannuations. 

Appointments  without  Certificates- 
Treasury  Minutes  Presented, 
Apr,  14,  121 ;  Apr,  18,  686  ;  Apr. 
21,  776. 

Special  Qualifications  —  Trea^inry 
Minutes  Presented,  Apr,  17, 466. 
614. 


Civil  Service  EBtimatos. 

see  Supply. 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co.,  N.] 

ParliamenUry  Procedure,  New  Rules- 
Supply  Business,  Iri*h  Supply -Inade- 
?uate  opportunity  for  discusMon  of 
rish  grievances  Misuse  of  time  by 
Irish  Members,  alleged,  Apr,  t5, 
1359. 

Clare  Comity 

Killaloe  Pof'tmastership— Appointment  of 
Mr.  J.  White. 
Q,    Apr,  25,  1332. 

Claremorris 

Proclamation    of    Rural  Districts  under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
O,    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  676. 

Clasps 

see  Medals  and  Clasps. 

Clay 

Duty  on  exported  China  Clay  and  Marl 
Clay,  proposed. 
0.    Mr.  CoghiU,  Apr,  21,  866. 

Clay  Cross  Railway  Bill 

/.     2B,*  ^pr.  27,463. 

Cleethorpes  Improvement  Bill 

e.    Report.  •  Apr.  23, 1076. 

Clerkenwell 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Scheme- 
Statement  of  Modifications  Presented 
y!//r.  i?^',91l,  922. 

Clonmel 

Quarter  Sessions -County  Court  Judge 
Moore's  Statement  concerning  people 
of  Ardfinnan. 

Q.    Apr.  24,  1201. 

Cloudesley,  Richard,  Charity 

Distribution  of  Income,  Trustees*  approval 
of     Attorney-General's    Proposals  — 
Sending  Copies  of  Scheme  to  Islington 
Borough  Council,  etc. 
Q,    Apr.  17,  536. 

Clnbs 

Soldiers'  Club^.  EsUblishing  in  Chief  Mili- 
tary  Stations— Lord  Cromer's  Report 
on  Clubs  in  Cairo. 
Q.    Apr.  25,   1321. 
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Coal 


INDEX. 

Apr.   11 — Apr,   25. 

Cohen,  Mr.  B.  [Islington,  E.] 
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American  Competition  in  the    Mediter- 
ranean. 
0.    Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  Apr,  U,  165. 

Export  Duty,  Effect  of, 

Budget  Statement  and  Debate,  Jpr. 
14,  165,  222,  225. 

Debate  on  the  Budget  Resolutions* 
Apr,  SI,  857,  866,  881,  886. 


Budget  Deficit,  Ways  and  M^ans,  etc — 
Apr.  15,  317. 

Coleridge,  Lord 

South  African  War,  Martial  Law  in  Cape 
Colony — Unnecessary  Application  m 
Districts  free  from  militaiy  operations, 
etc.,  and  where  Civil  Courts  are  still 
sitting,  Apr,  S4,  1149. 


Export  of  Coal  from  Princij^al  Districts  of  ,  Oolonles 


United  Kingdom  to  Principal  Groups 
of  Foreign  Countrie?«,  etJj. — Return 
Pret^ented,  Apr.  14,   125. 

Navy,  for  collective  heading  sec  Navy. 

Patent  Fuel  for  the  Navy— Amount  made 
of  Cardiff  Coal,  Distribution  among 
Depots  abroad. 
Q,    Apr,  11,  14. 

Scottish  Coil,  Experiments  in  the  Navy, 
Comparison  ^vith  Welsh  Coal. 
Q.     Apr.  11,    15. 


Annual  Reports  Presented,  Apr.  14,  116, 
116  ;  A2)r.  15,  270 ;  Apr.  17,  454. 

Horse-^  for  the  British  Army,  Supply  of — 
Existence  of  Colonial  Hon»e- breeding 
£:itablishment8  or  Depots. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  803. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  Que^^tion  of  ex- 
tending Application  to  Co]oQi*'S. 
Os.     Earl  of  Onslow,  Lord  Monks- 
well,  Earl  of  Halsbury,  Apr.  18^ 
628 ;  Earl  of  Onslow,  Apr.  S4, 
1148. 

Conunercial  Oas  Bill 

/  IR.*  Apr,  14,  115. 
2r.*  Apr,  gg,  909. 


Coal  Mines 

Income  Tax  Assessments — Unfair  System 
of  Assessment  on  Profits  of  preceding 
five  years. 

I         Commons 

Coastguards 

Ireland—  Medical  attendance.  Expenses 
charged  to  the  Government — Return 
Ordered,  Apr.  23,  1076. 

Cobden  Club  Concentration  Camps  in  South  Africa 

Com  Duty  Manifesto.  ' 

0,    Mr.  Gardner,  Apr.  22,  1011.  i         ^ee  South  African  War. 

Leaflet  urging  extension  of  Direct  Tax-  i  Condon,  Mr.  T.  J.  [Tipperary,  E.] 


Public  Accounts  Committee— Report 
Presented,  Apr,  16,  452 

Public  Petitions  Committee— Report 
Presented,  Apr.  16,  452. 


ation. 

Os.    Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Apr.  I4, 206  ; 
Mr.   Holland,  218. 

•Cobra,"  H.M.S. 

Loss  of  —  Scale  of  Pensions  for  Widows 
and  Children  of  men  killed,  Augmenta- 
tion of  Pensions,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1183. 

Cocos  Islands 

Annual  Report  Pre:*cn ted,  Apr.  14,  116. 

Cogan,  Mr.  D.  J.  [Wicklow,  E.] 

Income  Tax — Co-operative  Stores,  Method 
of  Assessment,  Apr.  15,  280. 

Irish  Pork  Trade  with  Glasgow— Exemp- 
tion of  Irish  Pork  from  Meat  Inspec- 
tion By-laws,  proposed,  Ajtr.  IS,  654 

Coghill,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon-Trent] 

Budget— Income  Tax,  ChequeStampDutv, 
Result  of  the  Coal  Tax,  Increase  la 
National  Expenditure,  Apr.  21,  856 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules- 
Supply  Business  ;  Irish  Supply — Time 
allotted  to  Irish  Supply,  Apr,  25, 
1362. 

Westminster  Abbey,  Lopping  Trees  be- 
tween the  Abbey  and  St.  Margaret's, 
Apr.  18,  651. 
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Ard finnan,  Burning  of  Burke's  House — 
County  Court  Judge  Moore's  State- 
ment concerning  people  of  Ardfinnao, 
Apr.  24,  1201. 

Condor,"  H.M.S. 

Loss  of — Scale  of  Pensions  for  Widows  and 
Children  of  men  killed,  Aug:ncnte.tion 
of  Pensions,  proposed. 
Q.     ^/w*.  J?.;,  1183. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Ii*eland 

Fishing  Boats,  Number  built,  Source  of 
Sails  and  Outtit,  Cost,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1199. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Scotland. 

Carloway  and  Stomoway,  Road  between 
— Delay  in  Completion. 
Q.  Apr.  14.  150. 

Hospitals, Establishment  and  MainteoaDCo 
of — Legislation,  proposed. 

Qs,  Apr.  11,  18  ;  Apr,  17,  543. 

Report  Presented,  Apr,  14,  117. 
Connaoght,  Province  of 

Census  Returns  Presented,  Apr.  I4,  118. 

Conolly  Estate,  Ballsrshannon 

Expediting  Sale  to  Tenants. 
Q.  Apr.  14,  154. 
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BadL'f^t    Loan, 
Deceit. 
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Aj^.   \\—Apr,   25. 

Oopenhagen 


[Con— Oor 


Constabulary,  Boyal  Irish 

Ballyferriter  Police  Hut,  Charging  upon 
County  Rates,  alleged. 
<^.  Apr,  IS,  285. 

Borrisoleieh  —  Police    Assault    on    Mr. 
Carroli,  alleged. 
(>.  Apr.  as,  1331. 

Committee   of    Inquiry    into    Pay    and 
Allowances— Report  of  Committee. 

Date  ot  Publication. 
Q.  Apr,  24,  1200. 

Report    Presented,    Apr,    2S,    1076; 
Apr,  S4,  1147. 

Dc  Freyne  Estate,  Eviction  of  J.  Tansey— 
I'olice  opening  Trunk  and  carrying 
away  Letters,  alleged. 
Q,  Apr,  ISy  656. 

Distillation,  Constables  endeavouring  to 
persuade  persons  to  establish  Illicit 
8till*,     alleged— Disguises    of    Con- 
stables, etc. 
Q,  Apr.  14,  155. 

Faha— Number   of    Police   employed   in 
protection  of  Mr.  M.  Bernard,  Vearly 
Expense  in  Salary,  etc. 
Q.  Apr,  15,  285. 

Killarney     House,    Police    Protection- 
Amount   of    Salary,    Withdrawal  of 
Policemen,  proposed. 
Q.  Apr.  17,  544. 

Kilrasctigue— Withdrawal  of  Extra  Police, 
proposed. 

Q.  Apr.  17,  544. 

O'Connor,  Dbtrict  Inspector,  refusing  to 
carry   out    order    of  Magistrates  at 
l^lIjTshannon       Petty       Sessions  — 
Inquiry. 
V.  Apr.  11,  18. 

RoosVcy— Band    Practice    on  Christmas 
Day,  Assault  by  the  Police,  alle^^ed. 
Q.  Apr.  17,  545. 

Sherldar,  Ex-Sergeant,  see  Sheridan. 

Tallow,  Reducing  number  of  extra  Police, 
proposed. 

Q.  Apr.  11,  20. 

Consols 

see  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service. 

Contempt  of  Conrt  Bill 

c.  IR*,  Apr,  S4,  1271. 

Contempt  of  Conrt,  Ireland 

Imprisonment  for  Contempt,  etc.— Return 
Pre  ented,  Apr.  16,  382. 

Co-operative  Stores 

Income  Tax,  Method  of  Assessment. 
Q,  Apr.  15,  280. 

Convicts 

Conditional  Licences  Granted—Copy  Pre- 
een.od,  Apr.  I4, 121. 
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International  Fisheries  Council— Date  of 
Meeting,  British  Representatives,  etc 
Q,    Apr.  SS,  936. 

Cordite 

Resarve  Shortage  in  1895— Attack  on  Sir 
H.  CampbellBannerraan's  War  Office 
Administration. 

Motion  for  Papers  [Lord  Monkswelll. 
Apr.  17,  459. 

Cork 

Crimelessness  of— Grounds  for  Proclama- 
tion under  the  Crimes  Act. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1198. 

Proclamation  of  Various  Rural  and  Urban 
Districts  under  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act 
of  1887. 

O.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  676. 

Q.    Apr.  21,  814. 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc. 

Duty  on,  Reimposition  of  the  Registration 
Duty— Budget  Proposal. 

Articles  included  and  excluded  under 
the  Resolution. 

Qs.     Apr,    15,    281;    Apr,   17, 
632;  Apr,   18,  646;    Apr, 
21,S07;  Apr.  24,1196. 
Return,  proponed. 
Qs,     Apr.  22,  931. 

Beef  and  Pork  fed  on  Untexed  Giain, 
Enabling  British  Farmers  to  com- 
pete with— Countervailing  Duty 
on  Foreign  Beef  and  Pork  pro- 
posed. 

Q.    Apr.  17,  534. 

BudffetStitement,  Apr,  14, 181,  188— 
Debate,  189 ;  Debate  on  Budget 
Resoluticms,  Apr,  21.  824;  Debate 
on  Report  of  Resolution  in  Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Apr, 

'wf,    «/04. 

Abolition  «.f  the  Registration 
Duty,  in  1869— Sacrifice  of 
Revenue,  183,  202,  228,  971. 

Agricultural  Classes,  Case  of,  1012. 

Agricultural  Dole,  879. 

Alternative  Taxation,  proposed. 
824,  846,  902,  976,  980,  996, 
1084. 

Articles  included  and  excluded 
from  the  list  of  Articles 
chargeable,  992,  997. 

Bread,  Price  of,  183, 184, 202, 209, 
219,  224,  244,  249,  826,  851, 
878,  894,  897,  965,  956,  966, 
968,  973,  979,  986,  996,  IOIOl 
1011,  1030,  1034,  1036,  1037. 
1039.  1060, 1062,  1066. 

Chaplin's,  Mr..  Views,  961,  1028. 
Cobden  Club  Leaflet^  1011. 
Colonial  and  Foreign  Grain— Dia- 
.  tinction,  proposed,  229, 996. 

[corU 
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Duty  on — cont, 

Badiret  Statement — con(. 
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Apr    11 — Apr.   25. 

Com,  Orain,  Meal,  etc.— cow^ 

Doty  on  --cont. 


Feedingatuffs  for  Cattle— Foreign 
Competition,  etc.,  826,  852, 
854,  959,  963,  991,  995,  996, 
1005,  1008,  1012,  1029. 

Offal  included  in  the  Class 
charged  at  3d.,  991,  995, 
1008. 

Financial  Emergency  the  only 
Justification,  836. 

Flour,  Increasing  Tax  on,  pro- 
posed, 1024,  1025, 1027. 

History  of  the  Registration  Duty, 
101,  203,  955,  1015. 

Home  Produce,  Advance  in  Price, 
851. 

Incidence  of  the  Tax— Foreigner 
will  Pay  Argument,  etc.,  224, 
244,  956,  958,  964,  967,  972, 
1015,  1021,  1033,  1037,  1047, 
1048,  1052. 

Ireland— Effect  of  the  Com  Duty, 
etc,  233,  249,  842. 

Peel,  Sir  R.,  and  Mr.  Gladstone, 
Policy  of,  968,  984, 1045. 

Procedure  —  Taking  the  Corn 
Duty  Resolution  on  the  first 
night  with  the  understanding 
that  discussion  should  take 
place  at  a  later  stage,  199, 
211,213,214. 

Protective  Character  of  the  Duty 
—Violation  of  Free  Trade 
Principles,  alleged,  190,  202, 
203,  204,  212,  226,  229,  244, 
850,  852,  872,  879,  889,  897, 
955,  958,  961,  963,  971,  974, 
975,  982,  994,  995,  1007,  1015, 
1017, 1032, 1048. 

Smallest  Tax  which  would  pro- 
duce so  large  a  Revenue,  201. 

Spirits,  Additional  Tax  on,  842. 

Tax  on  the  Food  of  the  People, 
189,  190,  209,  210,  218,  224, 
234,  243,  245,  824,  828,  853, 
878,  955,  975,  1004,  1013, 
1030. 

Trade,  Disturbance  of,  828,  847, 
990,992. 

Working  Classes,  Increase  in 
Wages,  etc,  988,989. 

Canada,  Feeling  in — Laying  Commu- 
nications upon  the   Table,    pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Apr,  SI,  808. 

Contracts,    Exemption    of    Existing 
Contracts  from  Duty,  proposed. 
Q9,    Apr.    16,   281  ;    Apr.    17, 
534 ;   Apr.  SI,  808  ;    Apr, 
SS,  934. 

Flour  milled  from  imported  duty-paid 
Wheat,  Allowing  Drawback   on 
Export,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr,  18,  645. 


Ireland— Grain,  etc.,  Imports  and  Ex- 
ports in  1901,  etc 
Q,    Apr,  S4, 1202' 

Resolution  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  Apr,  I4,  255;  Report, 
Apr,  SS,  954. 

Return  Ordered  giving  Names  of 
Articles  chaiKeable  with  Quantity 
imported,  etc  ,  Apr,  S4i  1I76l 

Table  showing  Articles  now  being 
taxed.  Printed,  Apr,  17,  514. 

Cornwall  dectrie  Power  Bill 

/.  2r,*    Apr.  IS,  625. 

Oorofln 

Proclamation  of  Rural  and  Uflian    Dis- 
tricts under  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of 
1887. 
0.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  675. 

Coronation  Celebrations 

Flags,  Importation  from  Germany— Regis- 
tration Duty,  suffgested. 
Q.    Apr.  SS,  938. 

Ireland,  Representation  of. 
0$.    Mr.  J.  Redmond,  ^^.  1^,  562  ;  Mr. 
Archdale,  590. 

Medals— Date  of  Issue,  Cost,  etc. 
Q.    Apr,  SI,  809. 

Members  of  Parliament. 

Naval  Review  —  Members  visiting 
Warships. 

Q,    Apr.  14, 139. 

Procession,  Facilities    for    Members 
viewing. 
Q,    Apr.  14,  149. 

Pariah  Couneils,  Local  Government  Board 
sanctioning  Expenditure  on  Covonm- 
tion  Celebrations  —  Amount  to  be 
levied. 

Q.    Apr,  18,  648. 

Scottish  Locsl  Authorities,  Authorising 
Expenditure,  proposed. 

Qs,    Apr,  17,  543  ;  Apr.  SI,  812. 

Transvaal — Invitation  to  Representatives 
of  Corps  of  Lo>  al  Burghers,  snggefled. 
Q.    Apr,  S5,  1320. 

Wages  of  Government  Workmen,  Payment 
for  Coronation  Holidays,  proposed. 
Q9,    Apr,  14, 149 ;  Apr,  SS,  $31. 

Coroners 

Tipperary   Coronership  —  Authority  re- 

spon^ible  for  giving  official  notice  of 

vacancy.    County    Council   of  South 

Riding  taking  part  in  EleotioBS,  etc 

Q.    Apr,  17,  648. 

Corr,  Mr.  B.  A. 

Crimes  Act  Prosecution,  Appeal  against 
Sentences— Intervention  by  Freeeeot- 
inp  Counsel. 

Q,    Apr,  17,  549. 
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Apr. 
County  Oonncils 

Local  Government  Board  transferring  cer- 
tain Powers  to  Connty  Conncils — 
Attitude  of  Non-Coanty  Boroughs, 
etc 

Qs.    Apr,  14,  148. 

Secondary     Education,     Amount     spent 
annually  in  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
Organising  Secretaries,  etc. 
§.     Apr.  17,  539.* 

Oonnty  Ooorts  (Ireland)  Bill 

l.  cam,*  Apr,  15t2ld6. 

Cranbome,    Vise.  —  Undrr     Secretary    for 
Foreign  Affairs  [Rochester]. 

Armenia^Disturbed  State— Sending  British 
Consul  at  Diarbakir  to  Moush,  etc. 
Apr.  15,  278. 

China — Tientsin,  Conditions  with  regard 
to  return  of  Territory  to  Chinese 
Jurisdiction,  etc.,  Apr.  17,  527  ;  Apr, 
t5,  1325. 

Dardanellep,  Prohibition  of  Foreign  War- 
ships— Exception  in  case  of  Russian 
Vessels,  Revision  of  Treaties,  alleged, 
— Laving  Papers  on  the  Table,  pro- 
posed, Apr,  17,  528. 

Florida  Coast  Defences— British  Naval 
Attach^  at  Washington  taking  Sound- 
ings of  Harbours,  etc.,  alleged,  Apr,  25, 
1325. 

Japan,  Anglo  •  Japanese  Agreement  — 
Alliance  of  Groat  Britain  with 
European  or  American  Power  without 
prior  consultation  with  Japan,  Pro- 
vision in  Agreement,  Apr.  14,  144. 

Macedonia. 

Arming  of  Mussulman  Civilian  Popula- 
tion, alleged,  Apr,  15,  278. 

British  Consuls*  Reports  to  Sir  N. 
O'Conor  during  past  12  months, 
Laying  upon  the  Table,  proposed, 
Apr.  15,  579. 

Morocco — Russian  and  French  Squadrons 
Visit  to  Tanker,  Meeting  concerted 
with  the  Spanish  Government,  alleged, 
Apr,  15,  280. 

Philippines,  Exports  of  Hemp — Preferen- 
tial Rate  in  favour  of  America,  Apr. 
15,  279,  280 ;  Apr,  17,  528. 

Political  Prisoners,  Treatment  in  European 
Countries,  United  States,  etc. — Con- 
sular Retom,  proposed  Apr.  S4,  1185. 

Sugar  Bounties,  Brussels  International 
Conference — Papers,  Date  of  Presen- 
tation to  Parliament,  Apr.  17,  527. 

Tripoli,  Italian  Military  Expedition,  etc., 
alleged,  Apr,  17,  528  ;  Apr.  SI,  807. 

Uganda 

Military  Operations  in  Nile  Provinces, 
Laying  Despatches  on  the  Table, 
proposed,  Apr.  24 1  1186. 

Railway— Amount   expended    up   to 
31st  March.  1902,  Apr.  17,  526 ; 
Apr.  SI,  806. 
Zanzibar,     Slavery    in— British    officials 
administering    Law    which    acknow- 
ledges Lc^al  Status  of  Slavery,  Apr, 
18,  644. 
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Apr,    25. 
Cremation  Bill 

c.     2r.*  Apr.  15,  380. 

Orimean  War 

Cost  of — Proportion  of  Cost  raised  by 
Taxation,  Comparison  with  the  South 
African  War. 

Os.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Apr,  15, 314  ; 
Mr.  M*Cra*»,  321 ;  Mr.  T.  Shaw, 
332 ;  Col.  Blundell  334. 

Veterans'  Pensions,  Increase  in  daily  pay- 
ments during  vast  year. 
Q,    Apr.  17,  521. 

Crimes  (Ireland)  Act,  1887 

Appeal  Clause — Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour's  alleged 
Breach  of  Faith. 
0.    Mr.  Power,  Apr.  17,  588. 

Diminution  of  Crime,  etc, following  adop* 
tion  of  Crimes  Act  largely  due  to  the 
Land  Act  which  accompanied  it. 
Os,    Mr.   T.  W.  Russell  Apr,  17^ 
595 ;  Mr.  Harrington,  617. 

Disuse  of,  during  Chief  Secretaryshipf  of 
Mr.  Morley  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
Os,    Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr,  17, 557  ; 
Mr.  Bryce,  607. 

Normoyle,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Imprisonment 
for  Contempt  of  Crimes  Act  Court — 
Absence  of^  similar  Procedure  in  Dro- 
more  Riots  Trial. 

<^.    Apr.  24,  1197. 

Proclamation  of  Nine  Counties  and  two 
Cities  under  Sections  2,  3  and  4.,  see 
Ireland — Coercion. 

Prosecutions 

Corr's,  Mr.  R.  A.,  Appeal  against 
Sentences — Intervention  by  Prosecut- 
ing Counsel. 

Q.    Apr.  17,  549. 

0*Donnell,  Mr.  J.  and  Mr.  Johnston — 

Permission  to  take  Exercise  apart 

from  ordinary  Prisoners, proposed . 

Qs.    Apr,  11,  19  ;  Apr.  I4, 157. 

Treatment  of  Political  Prisoners  in 
Ireland,  Assimilating  to  Treat- 
ment in  other  Civilia^  Countries, 
etc 

Qs,    Apr.  17,  545. 

Crimes  and  Outrages,  Ireland 

Agrarian  Offenoes — Returns  for  1901,  Pre- 
sented Apr.  14,  120;  Apr,  15,  269; 
Apr.  21,  776,  796. 

Cattle    Maiming  at  Ballinsloe— Punish- 
ment of  Otfenders. 
Qs,    Apr.  25,  1328, 1329. 

Grippe,  Mr.  0.  A.  [Lancashire,  Stretford] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  on— Budget 
Proposal,  Apr,  22,  1017. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
Supply  Business,  Apr,  25, 1417. 

Crofters  and  Cottars 

Opportunity  for  Cottars  of  obtaining  Crofts 
in  Island  of  Lewis  and  Roes-shiitH- 
Delay  in  evolving  Scheme. 
Q.    Apr,  J4,  1207. 
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Orombie,  Mr*  J*  W.  [Kincardineshire] 

Meat,  Shortage  in  Supply—Removal  of 
Restrictions  on  Importation  of  Cana- 
dian Store  Cattle  proposed,  Apr.  21^ 
813. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc. ,  Increase  in 
—Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  21^  858. 

Stamps  on  Cheques,  Obligations  to  oblite- 
rate adhesive  Stamps,  Ain\  17 ^  531. 

Cross,  Mr.  A.  [Glasgow,  Camlachie] 

Army — ^Veterinary  Service,  Rank,  Pay, 
and  Promotion — Dillerences  between 
Medical  and  Veterinary'  Services, 
Apr.  24,  1177,  1178. 

Budget— Taxation  of  Trade  and  Food, 
Cheque  Stamp  Duty,  Income  Tax, 
Com  Duty,  Apr.  21,  847. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc.,  Increase  in 
— Budget  Pioposa!,  Apr.  16 ,  348. 

Telegraph  Service — Scotland,  Breakdown 
of  Communication  with  in  Winter, 
Extension  of  Underground  Wire 
System  to  Scotland  proposed,  Apr.  18, 
687. 

Crown  Leases 

Regent's  Park— Leases  to  Private  Persons, 
Extension  or  Renewals  in  the  last  ten 
years,    Considering  Applications     of 
Public  Authorities,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  22,  939 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill 

c  2r.  Apr.  22,  912. 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill 

Standing    Order,  No.  22— Misinterpreta- 
tion of  Spirit  of  Order  by  Local  Au- 
thorities. 
0,    Mr.  Forster,  Apr.  ff,  914. 

Whip —Unauthorised  use  of  Members 
Name  on  Whip. 

Os.    Mr.   J.    Ellis,  Apr.  22,  912; 
Mr.  Forster,  913. 

Customs  Dnties 

Continuance  of  Additional  Customs  Duties 
— Budget  Resolution,  Apr.  15,  359 ; 
Report  Apr.  17,  623  ;  Apr.  22,  1071. 

Import  Duty  of  3d.  and  5d.  proposed,  see 
Corn,  Grain,  etc. 

Revenue  derived  from—Budget  Statement, 
Apr.  14t  164. 

Cyprus 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr.  16,  270  ; 
Apr.  17,  454. 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules, 
Supply  Business} — Time  allotted  to 
Supply, -4pr.  25,  1403. 

Darcy  Estate 

Land  Sales,  Exclusion  of  Portion  of  Estate 
from  Scheme  of  Purchase. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  666. 
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Dardanelles 

Foreign  War  Ships,  Prohibition  from  en- 
tering— Excejption  in  case  of  Russian 
vesscuis,  Revision  of  Treaties  of  1841, 
1856,  and  1871,  alleged  —  Laying 
Papers  on  the  Table,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  526. 

Darley  Dale  Water  Bill 

c.  Report.*  Apr.  22,  920. 

Dartford  Improvement  Bill 

c.  Report.*  Apr  23,  1075. 

Davies,  Mr.  A.  [Carmarthen  Boroughs] 

Budget — Extravagant  Expenditure,  Com 
Duty,  Income  Tax,  Cheque  Stamp 
Duty,  Apr.  21,  870. 

Wales  —  County  Councils,  Transferring 
certain  Powers  of  Government  Depart- 
ments  to  County  Councils,  Apr.  14* 
148,  149. 

Davies,  Mr.  M.  V.  [Cardigan] 

Local  Government  ( Wale^  and  Monmonth- 
shire)  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  16,  419. 

Day  Industrial  Schools  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr.  17,  623. 

Day  Schools 

Code  of  Regulations  Presented,  Apr.  IS, 
627,  636. 

De  Fresme  Estate 

Eviction  of  J.  Tansey — Police  opening 
Trunk  and  carrying  away  I«ett«r8, 
alleged. 

Q.     Apr.  18,  656 

Hai-sh  Conduct  of  Agent. 
0.     Mr.  Dillon,  Apr.  17,  602. 

De  Wet,  Mr.  D.  J. 

Detention  in  Matjesfontein  Camp. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  128. 

Death  Duties 

Allowing  Credit  for  Duties  already  paid 
under  Conditions  superseded  hy  sub- 
sequent account  and  payment,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.    Apr.  17,  629. 

Budget  Statement,  Apr.  14,  168. 

Capital  Value  —  Actual  amount  of,  for 
1901-2. 
Q.    Apr.  22,  935. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Bu«)get, 
Apr.  21,  862,  873,  883,  890. 

Deer  Forests  in  the  Highlands 

Extension  of,  at  expense  of  Crofter  Popu- 
lation, alleged— Legislation,  proposed. 
Qs.    Apr.  18,  662. 

Delany,  Mr.  W.  [Queen's  Co.,  Ossory] 

Ireland. 

Cattle  Maiming  at  Ballinsloe— Pun- 
ishment of  Offendersyil^.  25,VS29. 

Crimes  Act,  1887— TreaUnent  of  Mr. 
J.  O'Donnell  and  Mr.  Johnson 
in  Tullamore  Prison,  Perunnoiou 
to  take  exercise  apart  from  Ordin- 
ary Prisoners,  proposed,  Aj^r.  11, 
19 ;  Apr.  14,  157,  168. 

[coni. 
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Sheridan,  Ex-Sergeant,  Charges  of  Mali- 
cious Injury — Compensation  to  Mrs. 
Quinlan,  Payment  by  Taxpayers,  Re- 
funding Money,  etc.,  Apr.  ^^y  940. 

DeUrey,  Oexu 

Medical     Neceftnaries     for     Boer     Com- 
mandoes,   Forwarding    through    the 
British  Line!4 — Request  from  General 
Delarey,  alleged. 
Q,     Apr.  14,  129. 

Denmark 

Copenhagen,       International       Fisheries 
Council — Date  of  Meeting,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  22,  936. 

Denny,  Ck>l.  J.  M.  [Kilmarnock  Burghs] 

Highland  Regiments,  Almlition  of  the 
Kilt,  alleged,  Apr,  11,  12. 

Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire  Electric 
Power  Bill 

/.  Report.*  Apr.  J:,\  909. 

Despatches. 

Official  Despatches— Foreign  Office  Method 
of  Signifying  OnilH><ion8  by  asterisks, 
etc. ,  Adopting  at  the  War  Office,  pro- 
posed. 

Qs.     Apr.  31,  801  ;  Apr.  J^,  927.        | 

Spion  Kop  Desi)atches,  sec  South  African  | 
War — Spion  Kop.  \ 

Diadem,"  HMS. 

Repairs  to  Boilers,  Nature  of — Tenders 
from  Private  Firms,  etc. 

Qs.     Apr.  17,  524  ;  Apr.  IS,  643. 

Steaming  Reconls. 
Q.     Apr.  Jl,  804. 


«* 


British  Consul,  Sending  to  Moush,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  277. 

Dickson*  Mr.  C.  Scott.  SoUritor  General  for 
Scotland  [Cilasgow,  Britlgton] 

Medical  Officers,  Number  in  Highland 
Crofting  Counties  not  jKjssessing 
Public  Health  Diplomas,  Apr.  34, 
1195. 


DickSOn-Poynder,   Sir  J.  [Wilts,   Chippen- 
ham] 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill,  2r.  Apr.  JJ,  918. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  31,  784. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C.  [Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean] 

Barbados  —  Inquiry  into  System  of 
Parochial  Administration,  Rating, 
etc.,  proposed,  Apr.  17,  528. 

China — Tientsin,  Conditiops  with  regard 
to  return  of  Territory  to  Chinese 
Jurisdiction,  etc.,  Apr.  17,  526  ;  Apr. 
^Po.  1324. 
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Apr,    11 — Apr.    25. 

Dilke,  Bt.  Hon*  Sir  O.-^ont, 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.  Duty  on — Budget 
Proposals,  Apr.  23,  990,  991. 

Articles  included  in  the  proposaK 
Apr.  17,  533 ;  Apr.  18,  645. 

Education — Report  on  American  System, 
Date  of  Circulation,  Apr.  25,  1328 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  BUI — 
Necessitous  School  Districts,  Clashing 
of  the  Elemeotary  Education  Act  of 
1897  and  present  Bill,  Apr.  15,  286. 

Horses  for  the  Army  in  South  Africa — 
Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Horses, 
Lord  Kitchener  s  Reports — Increasing 
supply  of  Ponies  or  Small  Horses, 
proposed,  Apr.  11,  1 1. 

Indian  Army  Service,  Prolonging  Term 
of  Service — 7  Years  Service  becoming 
81  Years,  etc.,  Justitication  for  Order, 
etc.,  Apr.  14,  143. 

Navy — Shipbuilding  Delays,  Report  of 
Departmental  Committee,  Date  of 
Circulation  amongst  Members,  Apr, 
34,  1184. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,   New  Rules — 
Supply  Business. 

Failure  of  the  Existing  Sessional 
Rule,  Apr.  34,  1284. 

Time  Liaiit  for  Speeches,  proposed 
Apt.  11,  90. 

Dillon,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill — Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr.  17,  480,  488,  494. 

Budget  Deticitr— Loan  of  £32,000,000. 

Government  Optimism  and  Policy  of 
Concealment  with  reference  to 
War  Expenditure,  Expenditure 
on  •  re- settlement  of  devastated 
territories,  etc.,  Apr.  15,  291. 

Procedure,  Protest  against  the  Loan 
Resolution  being  taken  the  first 
night,  Apr.  I4,  214. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill- 
Date  of  Second  Reading,  Ain-.  21, 
817. 

Ireland. 

Coercion,  Revival  of — Ca<e  for  Co- 
ercion, Attack  on  Irish  Landlords, 
Reasons  for  Irish  Disloyalty,  etc., 
Apr.  17,  597. 

Crimes  Act  Prosecuti<»ns  -Separate 
Class  of  Prisone.s,  Institution  of, 
alle;,'ed,  Apr.  I4,  158  ;  Apr.  17, 
546. 


Land  Commibsion,  Inspection  of 
Holdings— New  Rule  limiting  or 
dispensing  wiih  Ins|)ection,  Api\ 
hS.  7o9. 

Prison  Rule'',  Date  of  Circulation  of 
New  Rules,  Apr.  31,  815. 

University  Education  -Royal  Com- 
mission, Date  of  Rejiort,  Apr.  21, 
816. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,   N**w    Rules- 
Supply  Busines-,  Apr.  35,  1408. 

Failure  of  the  existing  Sessional  Rule, 
Apr.  34,  1288. 
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Dillon,  Mr.  J.—cont. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — cont 

Irish  Supply — Inadequate  Number  of 
Days  allotted  to  Irish  Supply, 
System  of  Government  radically 
Different  from  that  of  Great 
Britain,  Apr,  25,  1346. 

Last  two  Nights  of  Supply,  Question 
of  taking  other  Business,  Apr,  25, 
1412. 

Supplementary  Estimates,  excluding 
from  the  limit  of  the  twentv  days 
allotted  to  Supply,  proposed,  Apr. 
25y  1387,  1389,  1390. 

Twelve  o'clock  Rule^  Suspjension  of — 
Consideration  of  Business  other 
than  Supply  after  Twelve  o'clock, 
Apr.  25,  1416. 

Votes  on  Account — Fixing  length  of 
Debate,  etc,  Apn\  25,  1428. 

Rainsford  v,  Browne  Libel  Case. 

Cape  Coast  Government  defraying  ex- 
penses of  Major  Browne,  etc., 
Apr.  22,  933. 

Dublin,  Chief  Baron's  Charge  to  the 
Jury,    with   notes   of    evidence, 
etc. — Laying  on  the  Table. 
Apr.  25,  1330. 

South  African  Constabulary  —  Protest 
agaiost  maintenance  of  an  Armed  Con- 
stabulary, Apr.  15,  299. 

South  African  War. 

Kimberley— Boer  Raid  on  28th  March, 
Apr.  24,  1 173. 

01ivier*8  Farm,  Details  of  Fight,  Apr. 
2It,  1173. 

Peace  Negotiations — Refusal  of  Armis- 
tice, Apr.  21^  1173. 

West  Indies,  Sugar  Industry  in.  Grant  in 
Aid — Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  15,  299. 

Dingle 

Police  Hut  in  Ballyferriter,  Chaiging  upon 
County  Rates,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  286. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service 

Armenia — Sending  British  Consul  at  Diar- 
bakir  to  Mous,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  15,  Til. 

Macedonia—British  Consuls'  Reports  to 
Sir  N.  O'Conor  during  past  12  months. 
Laying  upon  the  Table,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  279. 

Names,  Ages,  etc.,  of  Persons  appointed 
for  the  first  time — Return  Ordered, 
Ap^'.  18,  635. 

••Discovery, 'H.M.S. 

Taking  out  of  Sale  List,  Refitting  for  con- 
veying Persons  to  Coronation  Naval 
Review,  alleged. 
<^.     Apr.  21,  804. 

Disraeli,  Mr.  C-  B.  [Cheshire,  Altrincham] 

Parliamentarv  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
Supply  Business,  Number  of  Days 
allotted  for  consideration  of  Supply, 
Apr.  11,  108. 
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Distillation 

niioit  Stills — Constables  endeavoorlnff  |to 

gersuade  persons  to  establish  luieit 
tills  in  Castlebar,  alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  14, 155. 

Divorce  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Apr.  18,  e27. 

Dixon-Hartland,  SirF.[Middl€sex,Uxbridge] 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  21,  785. 

Docksrards 

Employees— Coronation    Holidays,    Pay- 
ment of  full  wages,  etc 
Q.     Apr.  22,  931. 

Haulbowline  Dockyard — Contract  Works, 
Payment  of  Standard  rate  of  Wages 
to  Workmen,  Conditions  of  Contract, 
etc. 

Qs.     Apr.  22,  943,  944. 

Portsmouth       Dockyard — Reduction     of 
Work  and  dismissal  of  Employees. 
Q.     Apr.  22,  930. 

Dogs 

Tax,  Reducing  Scottish  Tax,  proposed — 
Amount  derived  from  Tax  in  Bootlaiid 
and  Ireland. 

Q.    Apr.  Uy  150. 

Donegal,  West 

New  Writ — Parliamentary  By-£leotion, 
Apr.  18,  659. 

Donegal  Bailway  Bill 

/.     Report.*  Apr.  18,  625. 

3R.*  Apr.  24,  1146. 
c.    IR.*  Apr.  25,  1317. 

Donelan,  Capt.  A.  J.  C.  [Cork,  E.] 

Income  Tax — Amount  originally  assessed 
under  Schedule  B.  in  1900-01,  Sum 
remitted,  etc.,  Apr.  18,  645. 

Ireland. 

Emigration— Prevention  of  further 
decrease  in  the  Population,  Ajn-. 
17,  546,  547. 

Haulliowline  Dockyard  Contract 
Works  —  Payment  of  Standard 
rate  of  Wsges  to  Workmen,  Con- 
ditions of  Contract,  etc.,  Apr.  2:. 
943,  944. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  J.  and  Mr.  Johnston- 
Treatment  in  Tullamore  Prison, 
Apr.  11,  19 ;  Apr.  14,  158. 

"Mars,"  H.M.S.,  Gun  Explosion. 

Inquest — Conductof  District  Inspector 
Wade,  Apr.  22,  944. 

Provision  for  Relatives  of  Victims, 
Apr.  15, 277. 

Motor  Cars—  Authority  Regulating  Speed, 
Maximum  Speed,  etc,  Apr.  I4,  144. 

Doogan,  Mr.  P.  C.  [Tyrone,  E.] 

Altmore  Tenancy — Judicial  Rents,  Treat- 
ment of  Tenants  by  Landlords, 
Inquiry  proposed,  Apr.  22,  942,  943. 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill— Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr,  17, 485. 
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Dorington,  Sir  J*  [Gloucester,  Tewkesbury] 
Beer  Bill,  2r.  Apr,  SS,  1091. 

Douglas,  Bt  Hon.  A.  Akers— ^t><<  Com- 

mUsumer  of  Works  [Kent,  St.  Augus- 
tine's] 

Coronation 

Members  of  Parliament,  Facilities  for 
Viewing  the  Procession,  Apr,  14, 
150. 

Wages  of  CTOvemment  Workmen, 
Payment  for  Coronation  Holidays, 
proposed,  Apr,  I4,  149. 

House  of  Commons  Ventilation— Atmos- 
phere of  the  House,  Result  of  Recent 
Test,  etc.,  Apr.  18,  650. 

Kew  Gardens  —  Evergreen  Trees  and 
Shrubs,  Injury  by  Smoke-laden  Air, 
Apr,  15,  283. 

Mall  to  Charing  Cross  Road — Date  of 
Opening  Road,  Apr.  24,  1196. 

Richmond  Park,  Use  as  Military  Exer- 
cising Ground,  proposed — Rules  for 
Management,  Cost,  and  Objects  of 
Maintenance,  etc.,  Apr.  17,  522. 

Westminster  Abbey  —  Lopping  Trees 
between  the  Abbey  and  St.  Margaret's, 
Apr.  18,  651. 

DninaM   and   Improvement   of  Lands 
(Lraland)  Proyiaional  Order  Bill 

c  1B.»  Apr.  23,  1074. 

Dromin 

Postal  Arrangements  —  Alteration  of 
Morning  to  Evening  Collection,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.    Apr.  17,  551. 

Dromore 

Proclamation  of   Rural    Districts   under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
O.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  675. 
Riots — Prosecutions,  Witnesses  failing  to 

Identify  the  Accused,  Non-committal 
for  Contempt  of  Court,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1179. 

IhiPleeais,  Mr. 

Deportation  to  Port  Alfred. 
q.     Apr.  14,  128. 

DnUin 

Metropolitan  Police. 

Committee  of  Inquiry — Report  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  23,  1076;  Apr.  24, 
1147. 

Statistical  Tables,  Delay  in    Publi- 
cation— Salary  of  Chief  Commis- 
sioner, etc..  Inclusion  in  Reports, 
propoaed. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1196. 

Poet  Office— Extra  Duty  in  the   Sorting 
Office,  Rate    of   Payment  for  three 
attendances,  etc. 
Q.    Apr,  14, 160. 

Ridnsford  v  Browne  Libel   Case. — Lord 
Cluef  Baron's  charge  to  the  Jury,  with 
Notes  of  Evidence,  etc. — Laymg  on 
the  Table. 
Q.    Apr.  26, 1330. 
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Dublin  Port  and  Docks  Board  Bill 

c.  Report,*  Apr.  22,  919. 

Dnfferin  and  COandeboye,  Marqaess  of 

Representative  Peer  for  Ireland,  Apr.  14 
113 ;  Apr.  21, 773  ;  Apr.  24, 1146. 

Duke,  Mr.  H.  E.  [Plymouth] 

Postmen's  Federation,  Relations  with 
Postal  Authorities,  Leave  Restrictions, 
Rotation  of  Duty  Grievance,  etc., 
Apr.  18,  713. 

Dundee  Corporation  Libraries  Order  Con- 
flrmation  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr.  14,  124. 

con.*  Apr.  21,  793. 

3R.*  Apr.  22,  918. 
/.  1R.»  Apr.  24,  1164. 

Dnndmm 

Lunatic   Asylum— Delay   in   Shortening 
Officials  Hours,  alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  658. 

Dttrr  Boilers 

"Medusa,"  H.M.S.,  Difficulties  of  fitting 
with  DUrr  Boilers  owing  to  limited 
space,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  22,  929. 

Dyke,  Bt.    Hon*    Sir    W.   Hart  [Kent, 
Dartford] 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill,  2R.  Apr.  22,  918. 

Earthenware  and  Ohina 

Manufacture  ol — Supplementary  Special 
Rules  Presented,  Apr.  14,  117. 

East  Central  District  Post  Office. 

Risk     Allowance,    Restoring   to  Officer 
Godbehear.  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.24,i\^ 

Sorters'  Extra  Daty,  Number  of  Hours 
performed  between  8  p.m.  and  mid- 
night from  Jan.  16  to  Apr.  15, 1902. 
Q.     Apr,  24,1192. 

East  India 

see  India. 

East  Worcestershire  Wat^r  Bill 

/.  2b.*  Apr.  17,  453. 

Edinburgh 

Science   and  Art   Museum — Report    for 
1901,  Presented,  Apr,  I4,  119. 

Education 

Pr«!*wfen/— Duke  of  Devonshire 
VvcePresiderU—^t.  Hon.  Sir   J.   E. 
Gorstw 

Board  Schools — Costs  of  Repairs,  Rent  and 
Taxes,  Return. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  662. 

Day  Schools— Code  of  Regulations  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  18,  627,  635. 

Evening  Schools,  set  that  title. 
3L2 
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Education— cone. 

Expenditure   on— Increase   rather    than 
Reduction  of  Expenditure,  proposed. 
Os.     Mr.  Haldane,   Apr.   21,  832; 
Mr.  Bartley,  864. 

Higher  Elementary  Education,  Burghley 
Road  and  Monnow  Road  Schools, 
Sancrioning  as  HiRher  Elementary 
Schools— London  School  Board  with 
drawing  Application. 
Q.    Apr.  11,   17. 

India— Director  General  of  Education, 
Appointment  filled  from  English 
Eaucation  Department  —  Salary  of 
Office,  etc. 

Q.     Apr.  21,  805. 

Ireland. 

Board  of  Education,  Change  in  Con- 
stitution, proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  286. 

Intermediate  Education — Report  for 
1901,  Presented,  Apr.  25,  1319. 

National    School  Teachers,  see   that 
title. 

Poyntz  Pass  National    School,    Dis- 
organisation of — Date  of  Exami- 
nation, Inspector's  Report,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  657. 

Technical  Education,  Galway— Full 
Amount  of  Equivalent  Grant  under 
Acta  of  1889  and  1891,  Making 
available  for  Technical  Instruc- 
tion. 
Qs.     Apr.  21, 814  ;  Apr.  22, 946. 

University  Education,  Roman  Catho- 
lic   Univi^rsitv    Question- Royal 
Commission,  Hate  of  Report. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  816. 

Minutes  sanctioning  sulnectn  to  be  taught 
under  Clause  8  of  Technical  Instruc- 
tion Act,  Apr.  15,  259,  270. 

Scotland— General  Reporte  for  the  Year 
1901,  Presented,  Apr.  6,  11  ;  Apr.  14, 
119;  Apr.  24,  1146,  1168. 

Secondary     and     Technical     Education, 
Amount  spent  annually  by  County 
Councils  in  Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
Organising  S«*cretaries,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  539. 

Teachers. 

Dismissal  of  —  Merchant  Taylors* 
School,  Dismissal  of  three  Assist- 
ant Masters— Question  of  Pen- 
sions, B»ard  of  Education  Juris- 
diction over  the  School,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  537. 

Poor  Law  Schools— Teachers  obtain- 
ing parchment  certificates  by 
service  in  Poor  Law  Schools, 
Amendment  of  Article  63  of  the 
Day  School  Code,  proposed. 
Qs.    Apr.  11,11;  Apr.  24, 1192. 

Pupil  Tea-hers,  Nnmber  attending 
Pupil  Teachers*  Centres  actually 
employed  in  Public  Elementary 


Apr.    II — Apr.   25. 

Education— con^- 
Teachers— con<. 


Register  of  Teachers. 

Names  of  Teachem  holding  Certi- 
ficates under  Elementary  Day 
Schools  Code  and  a  University 
Degree,Adroi8»ion  to  Columns 
A  and  B  of  the  Register. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  153. 

Names  of  Teachere  poflaeaeing 
Certificate  under  Elementary 
Day  Schools  Codeand  teaching 
in  recognised  School  other 
than  Elementary  School— 
Placing  in  Column  A  of  the 
Register. 
Q.    Apr.  14. 152. 

Wrongful  Dismissal,  Right  of  Appeal 
for  Elementary  School  Teachers— 
Lecrislation,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1204. 
United     States— Report     on     American 
System,  Circulation  among  Members. 
Q.    Apr.  25,  1328. 
Voluntary  Schools,  see  that  title. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill 

Cost  of  Working. 

Charging  future  Liabilities  upon  Par- 
ishes served  by  the  Schools,  etc, 
Qs.     Apr.  14,  153. 

Estimate 

Q.     Apr.  22,  948. 
London -Application  of  Clause  18  (1)  an«l 
(2)  to  London. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  652. 
Necessitous  School  Districts,  Clashing  of 
the    Elementary    Education    Act    of 
1897  and  present  'Ull. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  286. 
Rates,  Incidence  of— Extending  Exemn 
tion  in  case  of    Agricultural   Land, 

etc 

Q.     Apr.  24,  1204. 
School  Buildings,  Charge  for  Rent— Man 
agers  of  Elementary  School  making 
charge  after  adoption  of  Part  III.  by 
a  Local  Authority. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1204. 
Second  Reading,  Date  of 

Q.     Apr.  21,  817. 
Teachers— Wrongful  Dismissal.  Right  of 
Appeal       for      Elementary     School 
Teachers,  Inclusion    of    Clause,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.     Apr.  24,  1204. 

Voluntary  Schools. 

Associations  of— Extinction  in  event 
of  Bill  passing.  Continuance  of 
Allotment  of  Aid  Grant  if  Part 
III.  be  not  adopted. 
Q.  Apr.  15,  286. 
Schools  possessing  Endowments— Dis- 
posal of  Endowments  on  Bill  be- 
coming Law. 
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[Egy— Eve 


Apr.   11 — 
Egypt 

Cairo — Soldiers'  Clubs,  Lord  Cromer's  Re- 
port,  fiBtablishing  similar  Clubs  in 
Great  Britain  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  25,  1321. 

Finance,  Administration  and  Condition — 
Keport  Presented,  Apr.  14%  119. 

Guaranteed  Loan  of  1885,  Account  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  15,  270 ;  Apr.  17,  464. 

Locomotives,  R«»8pective  merits  of  British, 
Belgian  and  American  Locomotives  — 
Correspondence  Presented,  Apr.  i4» 
116. 

Electric  Tilghtlng  Provisional  Orders  (No, 
2)  Bin 

c.  2r,^  Apr.  14,  123. 

Report.*  Apr.  ^,  919. 

3r.*  Apr.  ii3y  1073. 
/.    IR,*   Apr.  24,  1164. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
8)Sir 

f.   2R.*  Apr.  14,  123. 

Report.*  Apr.  ;?^,  920. 

3r.^   Apr.  2.3,  1073. 
/    IR,*  Apr.  24,  1164. 

Electric  L^giiting  Provisional  Orders  (No. 

c.    IR.*   Apr.  11,  3. 
tiR.*  Apr.  25,  1316. 

Electric    T.ightiwg    Provisional    Orders 
(No.  5)Bill 

/.  IR.*  Apr.  22,  910. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional     Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Apr.  22,  910. 

Electric  Supply  Undertakings 

Local  Authorities  and  Companies — Return 
Ordered  relating  to  Authorised  Under- 
takings, Apr.  21,  795. 

i^liKa^nlr^  Master  of  [Edinburgh,  Midlothian] 

China— Tientsin  Military  Operations  in 
1900,  Issue  of  Clasp  to  British  Forces, 
proposed,  Apr.  24,  1184. 

Elliot,  Mr.  A.  R.  D.  [Durham] 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Capje 
Colony — Powers  of  Military  Authori- 
ties under  Martial  Law,  Violation 
of  Constitutional  Principles,  etc., 
Apr.  24,  1221. 

PIHfi,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Nottingham,  Rushcliffe] 

Corn,  Grain,  etc.,  Import  Duty  on.  Budget 
Proposals — List  of  Articles  subject  to 
Dnty — Return  proposed,  Apr.  22,  934. 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill— Unauthorised  use  of  Mr.  Ellis's 
Name  on  Whip,  Apr.  22,  912. 

Population,  Revenue  and  Expenditure, 
Progress  in,  from  1896  to  1902— 
Return  proposed,  Apr.  22,  935. 

South  African  War— Martial  Law 

Commandants  of  Military  Districts- 
Qualifications  for  Appointments, 
etc.,  Apr.  24,  1176. 

Return— Date  of  Presentation,  Apr.  £4, 
1176. 

37 


Apr.    25. 

Emigration  and  Immigration 

Assam,  Labour  Immigration,  Reports  and 
Correspondence  relating  to— Return 
Presented,  Apr.  22,  924. 

Ireland— Prevention  of  further  decrease 
in  the  Population. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  546. 

Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colonies, 
Immigrant  Settlement  Scheme — Mr. 
Rhodes's  Views. 

Os.    Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Apr.  I4, 195; 
Apr.  15,  315. 

Employers    and    Workmen    Act    (1875) 
Amendment  Bill 


c.  1R.»  Apr.  2S,  953. 

Engineers 

Navy,  set  that  title. 

ThiTiia 

Boycotting  and  Intimidation,  Imprison- 
ment of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Normoyle  for 
Contempt  oif  Crimes  Act  Court — ^Ab- 
sence of^similar  procedure  in  Dromore 
Riots  Trinl. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1197. 

Proclamation  of  Rural  and  Urban  Distriota 
under  Crime'*  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
0.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  575. 

Enniskillen 

Boycotting  and  Intimidation,  Number  of 
Cases  since  Jan.  1,  1902. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  815. 

Proclamation  of  Rural  Districts  under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 

Os.     Mr.  Wvndbam,  Apr.  17,  675  ; 
Mr.  T.  W.  Ru&sell,  593. 

Ennistymon 

Prcclamation  of  Rural  and  Urban  Districts 
under  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
0.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  bib. 

Enteric  Fever 

Army— Result*    of    Inoculation    against 
Kever,  Laying  Report  on  the  Table, 
proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  14,  132. 

Erdington  Tramways  Bill 

1.2;r.*  Apr.  18,025. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  O.  [Wexford,  N.l 

Irish  Pauper  Children  —  Boarding-out 
System,  Appointment  of  Lady  In- 
spector, Modifications,  etc.,  Apr.  25, 
1330. 

Essex 

Smallpox— Treatment  of  Case  in  Fever 
Hospital  between  Hedingham  and 
Ualstead,  Securing  better  Isolation, 
proposed. 

Q.    Apr.  14,  147. 

Schools 


Education  [England  and  Wales]  Bill- 
Clause  18  [l]  and  [2],  Application  to 
London. 

<^.     Apr.  18,  652. 

\cont. 
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Evening  Sctioo]B—cont, 

Kagnlations  for  1902  Presented,  Apr.  14, 
116. 

Omission  of  Stipulation  for  Presenta- 
tion of  Keguiations. 
Q,     Apr.  18,  661. 

Evictions,  Ireland 

De  Freyne  Estate,  Eviction  of  J.  Tansey 
— Police  opening  Trunk  and  carrying 
away  Letters,  alleged. 
Q.    Apr,  18,  656. 

Returns  Presented,  Apr,  14, 125  ;  Apr.  SS, 
923;    Apr.  g4, 1147. 

Ezcheqner  Balances 

Increase  in — Budget  Scatem^it,  Apr.  14, 
169. 

Excise  Duties 

Budget  Resolution,  Apr.  IS,  363  ;  Report, 
Apr.  17,  624  ;  Apr.  22,  1071. 

Revenue  derived  from — Budget  Statement, 
Apr.  U,  167. 

Exeter  and  District  Tramwasrs  Bill 

/.  2k.*  Apr.  14,  114. 

Explosions 

Gun  Explosion  oh  H.M.S.  "Mars,"  see 
"Mars." 

Maximite,   Results  of  Experiments — Re- 
port to  the  Admiralty,  etc. 
Q.  Apr.  14,  140. 

Nobel's  Factory 

Ardeer,     Ayrshire— Report    of     In- 
spector Presented,  Apr.  14,  116. 

Perranporth,  —  Report    of  Inspector 
Presented,  Apr.  14,  116. 

Extradition 

Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Bel- 
gium for  surrender  of  Fugitive  Crimi- 
nals— Copy  Presented,  Apr.  14, 118. 

Faber,  Mr.  E.  B.  [Hampshire,  Andover] 

Stamp  Dutv  on  Cheques,  etc.,  Increase 
in— Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  21,  842. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Earthenware  and  China  Manufacture — 
Supplen^entary  Special  Rules  Pre- 
sented, ^/>r.  14,  117. 

Limewashing  Regulations  —  Special  Ex- 
ceptions Presented,  Apr.  I4,  120. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901)  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c.  IK,*  Apr.  22,  953. 

Faha 

Police — Number  employed  in  protection  of 
Mr.  M.  Bernard,  Yearly  Expense  in 
Salary,  etc. 

Q.    Apr.  15,  285. 

Fair  Trade 

Broadening[  Basis  of  Taxation  would  raise 
the  Fair  Trade  issue,  alleged. 
0.    Mr.  W.  Churchill,  Apr.  14, 240. 
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Apr.    11 — Ap'.    25. 

Fair  Wage  Besolntion 

Haulbowline  Dockyard  Works— Terms  of 
Tenders. 
Q.    Apr.  22,943. 

Tower  of  London  Painting  Contractr— Con- 
tractor not  paying  Current  Rate  of 
Wages. 
Q.    Apr.  18, 643. 


into 


Fareham  Oas  Bill 

I.  2r.*  Apr.  17,  453. 

Fargnharson  Dr.  B.  [Aberdeenshire,  W.] 
Aberdeen  Tramways   Bill— Inquiry    i 
Local  Conditions,  Apr.  24,  1194. 

Beer  Bill,  2k.  Apr.  2S,  1093,  1105. 

Canadian  Store  Cattle,  Restoring  Intano- 
duction  into  United  Kingdom,  pio- 
posed,  Apr.  17,  540. 

House  of  Commons,  Ventilation  of — 
Atmosphere  of  the  Hou^e,  Result  of 
Recent  Test,  etc.,  Apr.  1^,650, 

Fastnet  Lighthonse 

Delay  in  Reliefs. 
Q.    Apr.  18, 647. 

Lenticular  Apparatus,    Order    given    t« 
Messrs.  Cnance. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1203. 

Fearagh  Lighthonse 

Delay  in  Reliefs. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  647. 

Feedingstuffs  for  Cattle 

Com  Duty,  Budget  Proposal— Prejudicisl 
effect  on  the  Agricultural  Industi^-. 
see  Corn,  Grain,  Meal,  etc. 

Ferguson,  Mr.  Mnnro  [Leith  Burghs] 

Telegiaph  Service— Scotland  and  Londoir 
Breakdown  of  Communicatiop  in 
Winter— Extension  of  Undergroun*! 
Wire  System  to  Scotland,  proposed, 
Apr.  18,  696. 

Fergnsson,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  [Manchester,N.El 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony— Powers  of  Military  Author- 
ities under  Martial  Law,  Support  due 
to  Lord  Kitchener,  etc,  Apr.  24^  1244. 

Fermoy 

Proclamation  of  Rural  and  Urban  Districts 
under  Crimes  (In»lard)  Act  of  1887. 
0.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  576. 

Ffrench,  Baron 

Representative  Peer  for  Ireland,  Apr.  25, 
1313. 

Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

Com  Dutv,  Budget  Proposal — Policy  of 
so-called  Free  Trade,  Protest  against 
Over-taxation  of  Ireland, -4^.  22, 1022. 

Ireland 

Dundrum  Lunatic  Asylum,  Delay  in 
shortening    Officials'    Hours,  nl 
leged,  Apr.  18,  668. 

Lights    Board,    ReconstitntioD,    pnv 
posed,  Apr.  17,  650. 

[am/. 
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Field,  Mr.  W.—cont 
Ireland— e^m/. 

Portamna  Railway.  Government  offer 
for  Reconfttmotion  —  Company 
finding  same  amount  of  Capital 
and  undertaking  to  woVk  the 
Railway,  Apr,  24, 1201. 

Railway  Goods  Rates,  Comparison 
with  English  and  Scottish  Rates- 
Government  redncinir  Cost  of 
Transport,  proposed,  Apr,  15y  284. 

Loudon  &  North-western  Railway  Bill, 
2R.  Apr,  17,  480. 

Meat — Railway  Rates  between  Liverpool 
and  Loudon,  Preferential  Rate  to 
Foreign  Produce,  Apr,  18,  647,  648. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
Supply  Business,  Apr,  25, 1394,  1399. 

Post  Office  Employees*  Grievances — 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  proposed, 
Apr,  18,  729. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc.,  Increase  in 
— Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  15,  344. 

Tea  Duty,  reduction  of,  proposed,  Apr.  15, 
371. 

Trinity  House  and  Irish  Lights  Board, 
Representation  of  the  Shipping 
Interest,  proposed,  Apr,  21,  812. 

Pinanca 

tec  title  Revenue  and  Expenditure — 
Finance  System,  etc. 

Finaoce  Bill 

c.   IR.*  Apr,  22,  1072. 

linancial  Belations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland 

Budcret  ProDosals — Over-taxation  of  Ire- 
land, alleged. 
Os.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr,  I4,  230 ; 
Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  247. 

Free  Trade,  80-called,  a  main  factor 
in     the    Agricultural    Ruin    of 
Ireland,  alleged. 
0,  Mr.  Field.  Apr.  22,  1022. 

Income  Tax,  Apr.  22,  1066. 
Tea  Duty.  Apr.  15,  367. 
Tobacco  Duty,  Apr.  15,  359. 

Finedon  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

/.  2b*.  Apr.  18,  626. 
Report*,  Apr.  22,  909. 
3r*,  Apr,  25,  1314. 

Pinlay,  Sir  B.   B.,  Attorney-General  [Inver- 
ness Burghs] 
Cart  Wright,  Mr.   A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Powers  of  Military  Author- 
ities under  Martial  Law,  etc,  Apr.  24, 
1238. 

Lynch,  Mr.,  Arrest  on  coming  to  England, 
Preventing  UMe  of  Kings  Courts  for 
Recovery  of  Rent«,  proposed,  Apr,  17, 
.551,  552. 

Richard  Cloude»ley  Charity — Distribution 
of  Income,  Trustees  Approval  of 
Attomey-GeneraFs  Proposal— Send- 
ing Copies  of  Scheme  to  Islington 
Borougn  Council,  etc.,  Apr.  17,53s, 
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Fisheries 

International  Council  at  Copenhagen  — 
Date  of  Meeting,  British  Representa- 
tivee,  etc 
Q.    Apr.  22,  936. 
Ireland 

Breaches  of  Fishery  Laws — Reduction 
of  Fines  by  tbe  Irish  Executive, 
Reasons  for. 

Q.    Apr.  Si,  941. 
Congeiied  Districts  Board  —  Number 
of  Fishing  Boats  built,  Source  of 
Sails  and  Outfit,  Cost,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1199. 
North  Sea  Fisheries*,  see  that  title. 
Scotland. 

Fishery  Board  Report  Presented,  Apr. 
14f  117;  Apr.  18,  635;  Apr.  21, 
775. 
Orkney,  Lease  of  Sea  Fishings — Pre- 
tection  of  Public  Fishing  Rights. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  653. 
Trawling,  nee  that  title. 
Sea  Fisheries  —  Statistical    Tables   and 
Memorandum   relating   to,  Ordered, 
Apr,  22,  923. 
Statistics,  Methed  of  Collecting— Report 
of    Inter  •  Departmental    Committee 
Presented,  Apr.  14,  119 

Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

e  IB.*  Apr.  22,  958. 

Fishing  Boats 

Regulations  relating  to  the  lettering, 
numbering  and  registering  of  British 
Sea-fishing  boats  —  Order  in  Council 
Presented,  Apr,  14*  120. 

Fitigerald,  Mr. 

Advance  Under  Purchase  of  Land  [Ireland] 
Act,  1895— Loss  to  the  State,  alleged. 
Os,    Mr.  Dillon,  Apr.  18.  762  ;  Mr. 
Russell,  770. 

Htimanrice,  Lord  B.  [WUts,  Crickladc] 

Pewsey  Road»,  Dama^  by  War  Office 

Contractors  —  Delivery  of  Materials 

at  Ludgershall  instead  of  at  nearest 

Station  to  Bulford  Camp,  Apr,  14, 136. 

Flags. 

Coronation  Flag*,  Importation  of  from 
l^rmany  —  Registration  Duty  sug- 
gested. 

Q,     Apr.  22,  938. 

Flanagan,  Mr- 

De  Freyne  Estate  Agent,  Harsh  Conduct 
towards  Tenants. 
O.    Mr.  Dillon,  Apr,  17,  602. 

Fleets  of  the  World 

Battleships,  Cruisers,  Torpedo  Boats,  etc, 
Date  of  Launch,  Displacement  and 
Armament—Return  Ordered,  Apr,  25, 

1319. 

Florida 

Coast  Defences— British  Naval  Attaches  at 

Washington     taking     soundings    of 
Harboun^,  etc.,  alleged. 
Q,     Apr.  25,  1325. 

Flonr 

Duty  on— Budget  Proposals,  see  title  Com, 
Grain,  Meal,  etc 

Ireland,  Imports  in  1901-02. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  534. 
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Flower,  Mr.  E.  F.  S.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Beer  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  23,  1083. 

London  School  Board  (Soperannuation) 
Bill,  cm,  Apr.  18,  632. 

Pauper  Children,  Number  adopted  under 
Provisions  of  Poor  Law  Act  of  1899 — 
Return  proposed,  Apr.  25,  1326. 

Pupil  Teachers. 

Number  attending  Pupil  Teachers 
Centres  and  actually  employed  in 
Public  Elementary  Schools — Re- 
turn, proposed,  Api\  21,  809. 

Pupils  trained  in  Pupil  Teachers' 
Centres,  Number  not  remaining 
in  the  Profession,  Apr.  21,  810. 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Cork,lN.] 

Income  Tax,  Increase  in — Exemption  of 
Ireland,  proposed,  Apr.  22,  1066. 

Ireland. 

Altmore  Tenancy  —  Judicial  Rents, 
Treatment  of  Tenants  by  Land- 
lords, Inquiry,  proposed,  Apr.  22, 
943. 

.    Cork,  Crimelessne^s  of.  Apr.  21,  815. 

Crimes  Act  Pro8<»cution8,  Mr.  R.  A. 
Corr's  Appeal  against  Sentences 
— Intervention  by  Prosecuting 
Counsel,  Apr.  17,  549,  550. 

Roads  —  Land  for  making  Roads, 
Acquisition  of.  Expensive  and 
inconvenient  Procedure,  Repeal 
of  Section  10,  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  proposed,  Apr.  25, 1332. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 

Priority  of  Government  Business, 
Apr.  11,  26. 

Supply  Business,  Apr.  11, 82 ;  Apr.  25, 
1397,  1411. 

South  African  War,  Medical  Necessaries 
for  Boer  Commandoes,  Gen.  Delarey's 
Request  that  Medicines,  etc.,  might 
be  forwarded  through  the  British 
Lines,  alleged,  Apr.  i4,  129. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc..  Increase  in 
— Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  15,  348. 

Standard  Bank  of  South  Africa— Sir  C.  W. 
Fremanile  and  Lord  Welby  as 
Directors,  Apr.  18,  641. 

Tobacco  Duty,  Reduction  of,  proposed, 
Apr.  15,  359. 

Foreign  Competition 

see  titles  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  Com 
— Feedingstuffs. 

Foreign  Manufactures 
Taxation  of,  proposed. 

Reference's  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Budget, 
Apr.  U,  180.  207,  209,  224,  230 ; 
Apr.  ^2,  1001,  1003,  1027. 

Foreign  Office 

Despatches— Method  of  signifying  Omis- 
sions by  Asterisks,  etc. — Adopting  at 
the  War  Office,  proposed. 

Qs.    Apr.  21,  801  ;  Apr.  22,  927. 
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Foreign  Trade* 

Import  Duties  Levied  in  European  Coun- 
tries,  United    States  and  Japan   on 
Produce   and    Manufactures   of    the 
United     Kingdom — Return  Ordered, 
*    Apr.  24,  1168. 

Forster,  Mr.  H.  W.  [Kent,  Sevenoaks] 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramway* 
Bill,  2r.  Apr.  22,  912,  917. 

Foster,  Sir  Michael  [London  University] 
Beer  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  2S,  1128. 

Fowler,   Bt.   Hon.    Sir  H.   H.   [Wolver- 
bampton,  E.] 
Business  of  the  House — Course  of  BoMneas, 
Apr.  15,  288. 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  on — Budget 
Proposal.  Apr.  22,  967. 

Mall  to  Charing  Cross  Road^Date  of 
Opening  Road,  Apr.  24, 1195. 

France 

National  Income  and  Expenditure — Com- 
parison with  Great  Britain. 

Os.     Mr.    Haldane,   Apr.   21,  892; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  834. 

Tangier — Visit   of    Russian  and    French 
Squadrons,   Meeting   concerted  with 
the  Spanish  Government,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  280. 

Trade  Reports  Presented,  Apr.  17,  464  ; 
Apr.  22,  911. 

Zanzibar,  Commercial  relations  with — 
Copy  of  Agreement  Presented,  Apr, 
22,92S;  Apr.  24,  1147. 

Free  Trade 

Corn  Duty,  Protective  Character  of — 
Violation  of  Free  Trade  Piinciples — 
sec  Coi  n  Duty. 

Ireland — Free  Trade  a  main  factor  in  the 
Agricultural  ruin  of  Ireland,  Mr. 
Field  on,  Apr.  22,  1022. 

Principle  of. 

0.     Sir  H.  Fowler,  Apr.  22, 974. 

French  Amhulance  for  the  Boers 

Vicomte  VilleboisMareuil  asking  permis- 
sion to  send   Medical  Neoessaries  to 
the  Buers,  alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  9. 

Fuller,  Mr.  J  M.  F.  [WUts,  Westbnry] 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  Post  Office  Expendi- 
ture OD,  Apr.  11,  17. 

Fomess  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill 

€.  3r.*    Apr.  11,2. 
I.  \VL*    Apr.  14,  115. 
2r.*     Apr.  22,  910. 

(Calloway,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Manchester,  S.W.] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Roles — 
Supply  Business,  Apr.  25,  1402,  1413. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Ro^al  Commimion — 
Transferring  Administration  of  Funds 
to  Naval  and  Military  Pension  Board, 
proposed,  Apr.  2$,  1207. 
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Galloway,  Mr.  W.  J,— com. 

Post  Office  Employees*  Grievances — Delay 
in  replying  to  Complaints.  Squeezing 
by  Treasury  Officials,  Unfortunate 
time  for  proposals  entailing  Expendi- 
ture, etc.,  Apr,  iSy  707. 

Galway 

Cattle  Maiming  at  Ballinsloe — Punish- 
ment of  Offendera. 

Qs.     Apr,  25,  1328,  1329. 

Lynch,  Mr.,  Arrest  on  coming  to  England 
— Preventing  Mr.  Lynch  from  using 
King's  Courts  for  recovery  of  Rents, 
proposed. 

Q,     Apr,  17,  651. 

Technical  Instruction— Full  amount  of 
Equivalent  Grant  under  Acts  of  1889 
and  1891,  Making  available  for  Tech- 
nical Instruction. 

Qs.     Apr.  til,  814  ;  Apr.  22,  945. 

Gambling 

Automatic     Gambling    Machines    as   a 
Source   of    Evil— Special  Action   by 
Police,  Legislation,  etc.,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr,  17,  635. 

Gardner,  Mr.  £.  [Berks,  Wokingham] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc. ,  Duty  on — Budget 
Proposal,  Apr,  22,  1011. 

Germany. 

Coal,  Export  Duty  on  British  Coal — Ger- 
man competition. 

Os,   Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  Apr,  I4,  165 ; 
Mr.  Robson,  225. 

Colonial  Estunates  Presented,  Apr,  14, 
119. 

Iron  Trade,  1900-1901— Report  Presented, 
Apr,  14,  119. 

National  Income  and  Expenditure — Com- 
parison wich  Great  Britain. 
0,     Mr.  Haldane,  Apr,  21,  830. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  22,  911. 

Gibbs,  Mr.  V.  [Herts,  St  Albans.] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
Priority  of  Government  Business,  Apr, 
11,  39. 

CKbraltar. 

Docks  and  Anchorage  for  British  Vessels 
in  the  Bay,  Provision  of. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  553. 

Giffen,  Sir  B. 

Com    Duty,    Repeal  of — Letter   to   the 
Tillies. 
0,    Sir  H.  Vincent,  Apr.  I4,  228. 

Financial  Situation,  Opinion  on — Letter  to 
the  Times. 

O.     Mr.  Dillon,  Apr.  15,  297. 

Gilhooly,  Mr.  J.  [Cork  Co.,  W.] 

Ireland. 

Fishing  Boats— Number  built  for  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  Cost,  etc. , 
Apr.  24,  1199. 

Lighthouse  Reliefs,  Delay  in,  Apr,  IS, 
647. 
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Meat  Inspection  By-laws — Exemption  of 
Irish  Fork,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr.  18,  654. 

Poet  Office. 

Employees  debarred  from  applying  for 
Vacancies  in  the  Transvaal  Postal 
Service. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  129. 

Fine  for  failing  to  observe  that  Regis- 
tered Letter  hail  not  been  blue 
lined  at  Othce  of  Origin,  Fine  not 
divided  among  Officers  at  fault. 
Q,    Apr,  21,  810. 

Unofficial  Notices,  Exhibition  in  the 
Postmen's  Office — Prohibition. 
q.    Apr,  24,  1189. 

Glasgow  Univeraity. 

Abstract  of  Accounts  Presented,  Apr,  /^ 
120. 

Gloucestershire  Electric  Power  BUL 

/.     1R.»    Apr,  14,  115. 
2R.*    Apr,  22^  910. 

Glucose. 

Revenue  Derived  from— Budget  Statement, 
Apr,  14, 168. 

Godbehear,  Telegraphist. 

Restoring  Risk  Allowance,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr,  24,  1192. 

Goddard,  Mr.  D.  F.  [Ipswich] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
Supply  Business,  Allocation  of  Votes 
each  week  by  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  proposed,  Apr.  25, 1383. 

Gold  Coast. 

Ashanti— Correspondence  relating  to  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  17 y  454. 

Gore,  Mr.  Ormsby  [Lincoln,  Gainsborough.  1 

Com,  Grain,  etc..  Import  Duty  on,  Bud|(et 
Proposals — Exemption  of  Barley  im- 
ported for  malting  purposes,  proposed, 
Apr.  22,  934. 

Gorst,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  J.  'R.— Vice-President  of 
the  Board  0/  Education  [Cambridge 
University.] 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill— Cost 
of  Working,  Apr,  14,  153. 

Evening  School  Rejnilations,  Laying  upon 
the  Table  of  the  Houfc— Omission  of 
stipulation  from  latest  Regulations, 
Apr,  18,  661. 

Merchant  Taylors'  School,  Dismissal  of 
three  Assistant  Masters— Board  of 
EclucatioD  Jurisdiction  overthe  SchooU 
etc.,  Apr,  17,  538,  539. 

Secondary  Education  —  Amount  spent 
annually  by  County  Councils  'm 
Salaries  ancl  Expenses  of  Organising 
Secretaries,  etc.,  Apr.  17,  539. 
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Oont,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E.— ro/t<. 

Teachers 

Pupil  Teachers 

Numberattending  Pnpil  Teachers* 
Centres  and  actually  employed  in 
Public  Elementary  Schoels — Re- 
turn proposed,  Apr,  Sl^  800. 

Pupils  trained  in  Pupil  Teachers' 
Centres,  Number  not  remain- 
ing in  the  Profession,  Apr,  tl, 
810. 

RegistiOr  of 

Names  of  Teachers  possessing 
Certificates  under  Elementary 
Day  Schools  Code  and  teaching  in 
recognised  School  other  than  Ele- 
mentary School  —  Placing  in 
Column  A  of  the  Register,  ^jvr.  14t 
153. 

Names  of  Teachers  holding  Certi- 
ficates under  Elementary  Day 
Schools  Code  and  a  Univer- 
sity  Degree,  Admission  to 
Columns  A.  and  B.  of  the 
Register,  Apr.  IJ^  153. 

United  States  Educational  System — Re- 
port,Date  of  Circulation,  Apr,  26^  1328. 

Voluntary  Schools  Associations  Education 
Schemes — Postponement  of  date  for 
sending  in,  proposed,  Apr.  SS^  1327. 

Ooyemment  ContractB. 

see  titles  Army  and  Fair  Wage  Resolution. 

Oovenunent  DopartmentB 

Transferring  certain  Powers  to  County 
Councils  —  Attitude  of  non* County 
Boroughs,  etc 

Q.    Apr.  14,  148. 

Goveniinent  Workmen 

Coronation  Holidays,  Payment  for,  pro- 
posed. 

Qs.    Apr.  14,  149 ;  Apr.  22,  931. 

Orain 

Budget    Proposal,  att  title  Com,  Grain, 

Meal,  etc. 
Ireland,  Imports  in  1901-2. 
q.     Apr.  17,  534. 

^Chrand  Junction  Water  Bill 

c.  eon.*  Apr.  11,  2. 

3r.*  Apr,  15,  266. 
/.  IR.*  Apr,  17,  454. 

2r.*  Apr,  24,  1146. 

Orant,  Mr  Corrie  [Warwickshire,  Rugby.] 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc..  Increase  in, 
— Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  15,  350. 

Temperance  Drinks  containing  over  2  per 
cent,  of  Proof  Spirit,  Duty  on,  Apr. 
i^,  646. 

Gray,  Mr.  E.  [West  Ham,  N.] 

Education 

Bnrghley  Road  and  Monnow  Road 
Schools,  Sanctioning  as  Higher 
Elementary  Schools  —  London 
School  Bcfard  withdrawing  ap- 
plication, Apr.  11,  17. 
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Gray,  Mr.  R— <»ii/. 

Education—  eont. 

Poor  Law  Schools — Teachers  obtaining 
Parchment  Certificates  by  ser- 
vice in  Poor  Law  Schoola, 
Amendment  of  Article  68  of  Day 
School  Code,  proposed,  Apr.  Jl, 
17. 

London  School  Board  (Superannuation)  Bill 
Con.,  Apr,  i^,  630. 

Great  Eastern  Railway 

Goods  Rates  between  Rotterdam  and 
Harwich,  Publication  of  List. 

Q,  Apr,  24,  1187. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill 

/.  lE.*  Apr.  14,  116. 
2r.*  Apr,  22,  910. 

Great  Western  Railway  (Ommlin  Viaduct) 
BiU 

/.  lit*  Apr,  14,  115. 
2R.*  Apr.  22,  910. 

Greece 

Loan  of  1898 — Account  Presented,  Apr.  15f 
270 ;  Apr.  17,  454. 

Mineral  Resources — Report  Presented 
Apr.  24, 1147. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  14,  119; 
Apr.  17,  454. 

Greene,  Mr.  H.  D.  [Shrewsbury] 

Sugar  Industry  in  the  West  Indies,  Govern- 
ment Gran  t-in- Aid— Assistanoe  to 
Indian  Native  and  Mauritius  Sugar 
Growers,  proposed,  Apr.  22,  932. 

Greenwich 

Guardians'  Application  for  permission  to 
sell  New  Workhouse  at  Grove  Park— 
Deputation  to  Mr.  Long,  proposed. 
Q.  Apr.  11,  16. 

Greenwich  Hospital 

Pensions  for  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Men 
killed  in  the  "Cobra,"  ** Condor"  and 
"  Mars"  Disasters — Charging  on  Public 
Funds  instead  of  upon  Funds  of  Green- 
wich Hospital,  proposed. 
Q.  Apr.  24,  li83. 

Gretton,  Mr.  J.  [Derbyshire,  S.] 

Beer  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  2S,  1090. 

Income  Tax  Abatements,  Number  allowe<l 
in  1900-01,  etc,  Apr.  17,  629. 

Grimstone 

Vaccination  Exemption  Certificatos,Magis- 
tratef  refusing. 
Q.  Apr.  24,  1188. 

Grocers  Licences  (Scotland)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr.  21,  817. 

Gronnds,  Petty  Officer 

Naval  (vunnerv  Practice,  Monetary   Re- 
ward foe  Marksmanship. 
Q.  Apr.  15,  275. 
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Grov»  Purk  WorkhooBe 

Greenwich  Guardians*  Application  for 
penniBtion  to  sell  Gnive  Park  Work- 
hooflo — Depatation  to  Mr.  Long, 
proposed. 

Q.  Apr.  11,  16. 

ChuurdBeds 

Abolition  of  Plank  Beds  in  Guardrooms — 
Substitution  of  Barrack  Cots,  proposed. 

Q.  Apr.  S2,  ©29. 

Ouast,  Mr.  I.  0.  [Plymouth.] 

CartwTight,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Administration  of  Martial 
Law,  etc.,  Ayr,  24, 1259. 

Local  Government  (Wales  and  Monmouth- 
•hire)  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  16,  397. 

Ckm  Bzplosioii 

"  Mars,"  H.M.S.,  see  title  "Mars." 

Chnmery  Practice  in  the  Kavy 

Prices  for— Case  of  Petty  Officer  Grounds. 
Q.  Apr.  15,  275. 

Chmpowder  Factory  at  Waltham 

Provision  of  Locker  or  Chest  for  Chaige- 
men  and  Workmen,  proposed — Men 
dinoharKed  for  working  in  Danger 
Areas  with  Matches,  Future  Em- 
ployment, etc. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  134. 

Chirdoii,  Sir  Brampton  [Norfolk,  N.] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
Supply  Business,  Apr.  25,  1426. 

Onrteen 

Eviction  of  J.  Tansey — Police  opening 
Trunk  and  carrying  away  Letters, 
alleged. 

Q.     Apr.  18,  056. 

Saldane,  Mr.  B.  B.  [Haddington] 

Budget — Additional  Taxation  Proposals, 
Com  Duty,  Income  Tax,  etc.,  Apr.  15, 
S2:j. 

Income  Tax — Australian  Colonies  Parallel 
— Graduated  Income  Tax,  Ditferentia- 
tion  between  Tax  on  Earned  Income 
and  Income  from  Investments,  Apr. 
fA833. 

National  Income  and  Expenditure — Com- 
parison with  France  and  Germany, 
Apr.  21,  828. 

Halifuc  Corporation  Bill 

c.     Report.*  Apr.  22,  919. 

Halltmry*  Earl  of—  l^rd  Chanrrllor 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  17,  457  ; 
com.  Apr,  18,  629. 

Matrimonial  Causes  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  2r.  Apr.  17,  458. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  Com.  Apr.  18, 628^ 

Balsey,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Herts,  Watford] 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill,  2iL  Apr.  22,  917. 
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Halgtead 

Smallpox  Caie,  Treatment  in  Fever  Hos- 
pital between  Hedingham  and  Hal- 
stead— Securing  better  Isolation,  pio- 
posed. 
Q.    Apr.  14, 147. 

Hamilton,  Et.  Hon.  Lord  Qeorg^Seeretarf/ 

of  State  for  India  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 
Army. 

Barrack  Accommodation  for  Native 
Troops  —  Construction  of  new 
Barracks,  etc.,  Apr.  22,  932. 

War  Office  Proposals  —  Additional 
Charge  to  be  added  to  the  Finan- 
cial Responsibilities  of  India,  Apr. 
22,933. 

Assam,  Settlement  of  Spirit  Shops  on  Tea 
Gardens,  Protests  from  Tea  Planters' 
Association,  alleged,  Apr.  I4, 142. 

Education,  Director  General  of  Education, 
Appointment  filled  from  English  Edu- 
cation Department— Salary  of  Office, 
eta  Apr.  21,  sa'i. 

Horse  and  Mule  Breeding,  Failure  of— 
Report  of  Commission  of  Inouiry, 
Copies  for  Members,  Apr.  22,  931. 

Hyderabad  State,  Clsiro  to  the  Berars— 
Terms  of  Settlement,  etc,  Apr.  21, 
806. 

Irrigation  Works,  Allocation  of  Funds  out 
of  Budget  Surplus — Construction  of 
Water  Works,  Tanks,  etc.,  by  Local 
Governments  of  Bombay  and  Madras, 
Apr.  14, 141. 

Mahsuds,  Military  Expedition  against — 
Number  of  Forces  employed,  etc ,  Apr. 
11,  16. 

Opium  Trade  in  Burma—Modifications  in 
Regulations  for  Licensed  Sale  of 
Opium,  Apr.  21,  806. 

Punjab,  Pla^e  in,  Death  Returns,  Se- 
curing Co-operation  of  the  people  in 
administering  Plague  Measures,  Apr. 
14,  143. 

Sugar  Industry  —  Native  Indian  and 
Mauritius  Sugar  Growers,  Govern- 
ment Assistance  to,  Indian  Counter- 
vailing Duties,  Apr.  22,  932. 

Hamilton  Gas   Provisional  Order  Con- 
flrmation  Bill 

e.  Report.*  Apr.  17,  511. 
3R.*  Apr.  18,  632. 

Hanlmry,  Bt.  Hon.  B.  Vf,— President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  [Pre«ton] 

Butter. 

Milk-blended  Butter — Sale  of,  con- 
trary to  Provi*»ions  of  Margarine 
Act,  alleged,  Apr.  22,  937. 

Standard  of  Moisture,  Date  of  fixing, 
Apr.  21,  813. 

Cattle  and  Live  Stock. 

Canadian  Store  Cattle,  Restoring 
Introduction  into  United  King- 
dom, proposed,  Apr.  17,  540 ;  Apr. 
21,  813. 

\c(mt. 
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Hanbtiry,  Et.  Hon.  E.  W.—cont 

Markets  and  Fairs  (Weighing  of  Cattle) 
Act,  Returns  under--Weekly  instead 
of  Quarterly  Publication,  proposed, 
Apr.  17,  540. 

Horses. 

Army  Horses  —  Encouragement  of 
Breeding  in  England,  Apr.  17, 
541. 

Continental  Studs,  Report  and  In- 
spection with  a  view  to  giving 
information  to  Farmers  and 
Horsebreeders,  proposed,  Apr.  2S, 
937. 

Diseased  Horses,  Importation  of — 
Protection  of  Horse-breederSjilpr. 
17,  541. 

Haxbonrs 

see  Piers  and  Harbours. 

Harcourt,  Et.    Hon.   Sir  William  [Mon- 
mouthshire, W.] 

Budget. 

Deficit— Loan  of  £32,000,000,Character 
of  the  Loan,  Apr.  15,  292. 

"Unfathomable  deficiency"  of  the 
Budget,  Exhaustion  of  Resources 
due  to  the  War,  Estimates  for 
War  Expenditure,  Income  Tax, 
etc.,  Apr.  21,  887. 

Business  of  the  House — Course  of  Busi- 
ness, Apr.  17,  555,  556. 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony— Powers  of  Military  Authori- 
ties under  Martial  Law,  \  lolation  of 
Constitutional  Principles,  etc.,  Apr. 
2J^,  1218. 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.  Duty  on — Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  I4,  189 ;  Apr,  22, 1034. 

Local  Government  [Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire] Bill,  2b.  Apr.  16,  443. 

National  Debt— Reduction  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  Apr.  I4,  191. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
Supply  Business. 

Allocation  of  Votes  each  week  by 
the  Public  Accounts  Commit- 
tee, proposed,  Apr.  25, 1382. 

Irish  Supply— Inadequate  Num- 
ber of  Days  allotted  to  Irish 
Supply,  Argument  for  Home 
Rule,  Apr.  25,  1357. 

South  African  Settlement,  Cost  ot — 
Ruinous  Expenditure,  Mr.  Rhodea's 
Settlement  ochenie.  Maintenance  of 
an  Army  of  Occupation,  etc.,  Apr.  I4, 
195 ;  Apr.  15,  315. 

Taxation,  Additional  Taxation— Propor- 
tion available  for  War  Expenditure, 
Prospects  of  diminished  Taxation 
when  the  War  is  over,  Apr.  I4,  191 ; 
Apr.  15,  311. 

Taxation  and  Loans,  Ratio  of— Proportion 
of   Cost  of  South  African  War  con- 
tributed   from  Taxation,  Precedents 
of  former  Wars.  Apr.  15,  310,  313. 
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Apr.   11 — Apr,   25. 

Harconrt,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  William— <;oit/. 


Transvaal,  Financial  Condition  of —  De- 
lusive Hopes  of  a  Contribution  to- 
wards the  Expenses  of  the  War, 
Exaggerated  Ideas  of  Mining  Develop- 
ment and  Gold  Production.  Apr,  I4* 
196;^pr.  i5,  309. 

Hardie,  Mr.  Keir  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Army — Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  Ante- 
dating Promotions,  etc.,  Apr.  22,  938. 

Coronation. 

Flags,  Importation  from  Genn&nv — 
Registration  Duty  suggested,  Apr, 
22,  938. 

Holiday  Arrangements— Government 
Employees,  Granting  Holidays 
with  full  pay  etc.,  Apr.  22,  931. 

Post  Office  Employees*  Grievances,  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  proposed— Govern- 
ment should  be  a  Model  Employer  of 
Labour,  eta, ^jw.  18,  743. 

South  African  War — Fees  charged  for  Boer 
Burghers'  Permits,  Authority  for 
making  Charges,  etc.,  Apr.  22,  927. 

Telegraphic  Service  —  London  Central 
Telegraph  Office  Employees'  Griev- 
ance, Government  Breach  of  Faitb, 
alleged,  Apr.  18,  677. 

Hardwicke,     Earl     oi— Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India. 

Indian  Army  —  Imperial  Cadet  Corps 
Equipment,  Saddle  Cloth  of  Snow 
Leopard's  Skin,  Apr.  24,  1 164. 

Harmswortht  Mr.  B.  L.  [Caithness] 

Highland  Regiments,  abolition  of  the  Kilt, 
alleged,  Apr.  11, 13. 

Navy. 

Boilers — "  Diadem,"  Cost  of  Repairs, 
etc.,^pr.  27,  524. 

Clothing,  Rise  in  Price  of  Serge^ 
Flannel,  etc. — Reducing  to  pre- 
vious figures  proposed,  Apr.  15, 
276. 

Pay — Increase  in  Pay,  to  correspond 
with  Army  Additional  Pay,  pro- 
posed,  Apr.  15,  276. 

Scottish  Deer  Forests — Highlands- 
and  Islands  Commission  of  1822, 
Delay  in  Legislation,  A pr,  18.  652. 

Harrington,  Mr-  T.  [Dublin  Harbour] 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill — Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr.  17,  604. 

Ireland — Revival  of  Coercion,  Attack  on 
Government  Policy,  etc.,  Apr.  17,  615. 

Haslett,  Sir  J.  [Belfast,  ^.] 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill — Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr.  17,  486,  489. 

Hantings  Tramways  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Apr.  14,  114. 
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Apr.    11 
Haulbowline  Docksrard 

Contract  Works — Pavmeot  of  standard 
rate  of  Wages  to  Workmen,  Conditions 
of  Contract,  etc. 

Qs.    Apr.  22,  943  ;  944. 


Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr,  14, 118. 

Hay,  Mr.  0.  G.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton] 

London  and  North- Western  Railway  Bill. 
2b.  Apr.  17,  417. 

Poor  Law  Schools — ^Teachers*  obtaioing 
Parchnient  Certificates  by  service  in 
Poor  Law  Schools,  Amendment  of 
Article  63  of  the  Day  School  Code, 
proposed,  Apr.  24,  1192. 

Post  Office  Employees. 

Extra  Duty  in  the  East  Central 
District  Office,  Number  of  Hours 
performed  between  8  p.m.  and 
Kfidnight  from  Jan.  15  to  Apr. 
16,  19U2;  Apr.  24  1192. 

Grievances,  Independent  Inquiry 
proposed — Post  Office  a  Serf  to 
the  Treasury,  Muddling  and  Un- 
businesslike Methods  of  Post 
Office  Authorities,  etc,  Apr.  18, 
719. 

Risk  Allowance,  Restoring  to  Officer 
Godbehear,  proposed,  Apr.  'J4, 
1192. 

Telegraph  Service — London  Central  Tele- 
graph Office  Employees'  Grievance, 
Goveroment  Breach  of  Faith,  alleged, 
Apr.  18,  665. 

Hayter,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  A.  [Walsall] 

Parliamentry  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
•Supply  business,  Allocation  of  Votes 
each  week  by  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  proposed,  Apr.  ^'o,  1383. 

Helme,  Mr.  N.  W-  [Lancashire,  Lancaster] 

North  Sea  Fisheries— Representation  of 
Great  Britain  at  Second  Conference, 
Apr.  14,  146 

Post  Office  Employees'  (Grievances — Pay, 
Differentiation  l)etween  ditferent 
Staff?,  *' Split  Duty,"  Leave  Restric- 
tions, Position  of  Women  Clerks,  etc., 
Apr.l8,l\Q. 

Hemp 

Philippines,  Exi>orts  of  Ilenip — Preferen- 
tial Rate  in  favour  of  America, 
alleged. 

Qs.     Apr.  15, 279  ;  Apr.  17.  527. 


—Apr.    25. 

Hermon-Hodge,  Mr.  B.  T.  [Oxon,  Henley] 

Horses,  Importation  of  Diseai«ed  Horses — 
Protection  of  Hor«e  Breedeis,  Apr.  17, 
541. 

South  African  War — Telegraphists  volon- 
teering  in  May,  1900,  Detention  in 
South  Africa,  Apr.  15,  274. 

High  Treason 

Prosecutions    taking  place   within  three 
years  after  the  commission  of  offence. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  552. 

Higham    Ferrers   and    Boshden   Water 
Board  BiU 


/.  IK.*  Apr.  14,  115. 
2ft.*  April  23,910. 

Higher  Elementary  Schools 

Burghley  Road  and  Monnow  Road  Schools, 
Sanctioning   as    Higlier  Elementary' 
Schools — London  School  Hoard  with- 
drawing application. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  17. 


Hemphill.  Bt  Hon.  C  H.  [Tyrone,  N.] 

Belfast  Corporation   Hill— Instruction  to    Hinton,  Vise. 
Committee,  Apr.  17  496. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New    Rules- 
Supply  Hu»iness. 

Additional  Time,  Apr.  25,  1401. 

Irish  Supply  —  Inadequate  Oppor- 
tunity for  dipcussion  of  Irish 
Grievances,  Apr.  ,'5,  1363. 
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d  Begiments 

Alx>lition  of  the  Kilt,  alleged. 

^5.     Apr.  lU  12;  Apr.  14,  131 ;  Apr.  17, 
518  ;  Apr.  18,  641. 

Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland 

Carloway  and  Stomoway,  Road  between 
— Delay  in  Completion. 
Q.     Apr.  14,  150. 

Cottars'  Opportunity  of  obtaining  Crofts — 
Delay  in  evolving  Scheme. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1207. 

Deer  Forests,  Extension  of,  at  expense  of 
Crofter  Population,  alleged — Legisla- 
tion proposed. 
Qi.     Apr.  IS,  052. 

Harbours  —  Applications  from  Local 
Anthorities  for  Ciovernnient  Assist- 
ance, Committee  of  Inquiry — Date  of 
Report,  etc. 

Q.     Apr.  J2,  936. 

Hospitals,     Establishment     and      Main- 
tenance of — Lei(islation,  proposed. 
i^s.     Apr.  lU  18  ;  Apr.  17,  543. 

Mallaig    Mail    Service  —  rnpatisfactory 
St#*Anier    Service,   Terminating  Con- 
tract with  Mr.  MscHrayne,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  J 4,  UIH). 

Medical  Officers— Numlier  of  PanK*liial 
Medical  Officers  not  possessing;  Public 
Health     Diplomas     re<£uired     under 
Public  Healtli  Act.  1897. 
Q.     Apr.  2^,  1194. 

Highways  Bill 

c.  iK.*  Apr.  ji,  22. 


Poulett  Peeraj:e,  Claim  to  -  Petition, 
./y/r.  ^'/,  il45. 

Hobhonse,  Mr.  C.  [Hri»tol,  E.] 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  Fonnation  of  by 
American  Syndicate— E/fect  of  on 
Hritish  Shipping  ^^enerally,  Apr.  i^.J. 
1324. 

[amt. 
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Hobhonse,  Mr.  Q.—cont. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules, 
Priority  of  Government  Businese, 
Apr,  11,  26. 

Supply  Business. 

Additional  Time,  Objections  to 
the  Proposed  Three  Days 
Limit,  Apr,  25,  1394,  1404. 

Motions  —  Arrangement  and 
Classification,  proposed,  Apr. 
^5,  1376. 

Number  of  Dayi  allotted  for 
consideration  of  Supply,  Apr, 
11,  109. 

Soldiers'  Clubs,  Establishment  of  at 
Military  Stations,  proposed  —  Lord 
Cromer's  Report  on  Clubs  in  Cairo, 
Apr.  25,  1321. 

Hobhouse,  Mr.  H.  [Somerset,  £.] 

Local  Government  (Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire) BUI,  2r.,  Apr,  16,  427. 

Holbom 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Scheme — 
Statements    of     Modifications    Pre 
sented,  Apr,  22, 911,  922. 

Holland,  Mr.  W.  H.  [York,W.R.,Rotherham] 

Bank  Note  Forgeries — Placing  Spurious 
Notes  in  the  Library  for  Inspection 
by  Members,  proposed,  Apr,  17,  534. 

Budget— Additional  Taxation  Proposals, 
Apr.  U,  217. 

Corn,  Meal,  etc.,  Reimposition  of  the 
Registration  Duty — Budget  Pfoposal, 
Apr.  14,  218. 

National  Gallery,  Turner  Drawings  Stored 
in  Gtoxes — Distribution  ainoogst  other 
Picture  Galleries,  proposed,  Apr.  18, 
650. 

South  African  Settlement  —  Transvaal 
Contribution  towards  the  Cost  of  the 
War,  Grants-in-aid  for  Restocking  of 
Farms,  etc. ,  Apr,  14,  216. 

South  African  War— Railway  Accidents, 
Scale  of  Pensions  for  Widows  of 
Soldiers  KUled,  Apr.  17,  517. 

Home  Industries  (Ko.  2)  Bill 

c.    IR.*    Apr,  11,  21. 

BUI  Withdrawn,  Apr.  11, 21. 

Home  Rule  for  Ireland 

Parliamentary  Business,  Congested  State 
of — Remedy  of  Devolution,  proposed. 
Os.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman, 
Apr.  2/,  33  ;  Mr.  Chaplin,  34 ; 
Air.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  24, 
1288  ;  Mr.  Balfour,  1297 ;  Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  25,  1343 ; 
Mr.  DiUon,  1.346;  Sir  W. 
Harcourt,  1358. 

Honduras 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr,  14,  119. 
Hong  Kong 

Defences — Fortifying   Hills  on    Kowloon 
side  of  the  Colony,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr,  24,  1180. 
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Preeervatives,  Efficacy  of  Hope  as — Messrs 
Briant  and  Meaoham's  £xperimenUt. 
O,    Col.  Brookfield,  Apr,  23,  1098. 

Substitutes  for  Hops,  Prohibition  of 
Os,     Mr.  Tomlinson,  Apr.  23, 1060  ;  Mr. 
Flower,    1086;    Dr.    Farquharson, 
1094 ;  Col.    Brookfield,  1096,  1098  ; 
Mr.  G.  Boscawen,  1107. 

Horses 

Continental  Studs  —Inspection  and  Report 
with  a  view  to  giving  Information 
to     Farmers    and    Horse  -  breeders, 
proposed. 
Q.    Apr,JS2, 937. 

Diseased    Horses,    Importation    of — Pro- 
tection of  Horse-breeders. 
Q,    Apr,  17,  641. 

India — Horee-breediuR,  Failure  of,  Report 
of  Commission  of  Inquiry,  Copies  for 
Members. 
Q,    Apr,  22,  931. 

Horses  for  the  Army 

Breeding  in  England,  Encouragement  of. 
Q,    Apr,  17,  541. 

Purchase  of  Horses  for  South  Africa,  etc 

Canada — Affording   Farmers   similar 
facilities  for  tenderiog  as  those 
given  in  United  States. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  637. 

Instructions   to   Oflloers   purchasing 
abroad. 

Q.    Apr.  17,  518. 

Number  of  Horses  purchased  during 
March,  etc. 
Q,    Apr,  11,  11. 

Preston,    Purchase   of    Horses   at — 
Sending  to  Carlisle  for  Inspection 
and  then  to  Aldershot,  alleged. 
Q,    Apr.  11,  12. 

United  States,  Purchasing  operations 
— Affording    Canadian    Farmern 
similar  Facilities  for  Tenderiog. 
Q.    Apr,  18,  637. 

Kemount      Depots,      Establishment     in 
Ontario   and   North-West    Province, 
proposed. 
Q,    Apr,  14,  131. 

South  African  War. 

Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Horses,  Lord 
Kitchener's    Keports — Increasing 
supply  of  Ponies  or  Small  Horses, 
proposed. 
Q.    Apr,  11,  11. 

Veterinarjr  Hospitals,  Inspector  of — 
Appointment  of  Col.  Long. 
Q.    Jpr.  5^1176. 

Supply  of  Remounts — Colonial  Resourcen, 
E^cistence  of   Horse-breeding  Estab- 
lishments or  Depots. 
Q,    Apr.  21,  803. 

Hospitals 

Scotland,  Establishment  and  Maintenance 
of  Hospitals  in  Congested  Areas — 
Legislation  proposed. 

Qa,    Apr,  11,  18 ;  17th,  543. 
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HonM  Daty 

Unifonu  Rate  of  8d.  for  Inhabited  House 
Duty,  proposed. 
O.    Kfr.  Ashton,  Apr.  SI,  846. 

House  of  Conunoiui 

see  Parliament. 

House  of  Lords 

see  Parliament. 

Honsiiig  of  the  Working  Glasses 

Clerkenwell  and  Hoi  bom  Scheme — State- 
ments of  Modifications,  Presented. 
Apr.  22 y  911,  922. 

Hnmifehreys  -  Owen,    Mr.    A.   0.    [Mont- 
gomery] 

Church  of  England,  Livings  and  Popula- 
tion, Returns,  Apr,  17^  535,  536. 

Education  [England  and  Wales]  Bill- 
Cost  of  Working,  Charging  Future 
Liabilities  upon  Parishes  served  by 
the  Schools,  etc.,  Apr,  14,  153. 

Voluntary  Schoob  and  Board  Schools, 
C<kit»  of  Repairs,  Rent  and  Taxes — 
Return,  Apr.  17,  552,  553. 

Hyderabad  State 

Claims  to  the  Berars — Terms  of  Settle- 
ment, etc. 
Q.    Apr.  21y  806. 

Iceland 

Wireless  Telegraphy  —  Communication 
with  Iceland  by  the  Marconi  System, 
proposed. 

O.  Mr.  Bryce,  Apr.  18,  693. 

micit  Distillation 

Ireland  —  Constables     endeavouring     to 
persuade  persons  to  establish  Illicit 
Stills,  alleged. 
Q.  Apr.  14, 155. 

Immigration 

see  title  Emigration  and  Immigration. 

Imperial  Bevenue 

se€  title  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

Imports  and  Exports 

Foreign  Trade— Duties  levied  in  European 
Countries,  United  States  and  Japan 
on  Produce  and  Manufacture  of  the 
United  Kingdom — Return  Ordered, 
Apr.  /4,  1168. 

Imposts 

see  Taxes  and  Imposts. 

Income  Tax 

Abatements. 

Amount  assessed  under  Schedule  B, 
Remb«sions,  etc 
Q.  Apr.  17,  530. 

Number  of  Abatements   allowed  in 
1900-01,  etc. 
Q.  Apr.  17,  629. 

Arbitrary  Methods  of  Collection — Bailiffs 
seizing  Furniture  in  ca^es  where  there 
had  Men  no  refusal  to  pay. 
O.  Mr.  Robson,  Apr.  I4,  226. 
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Army   Officers'    Pay,  Arrangements  for 
Rebate  in  cases  where  pay  is  drawn 
in  South  Africa. 
Q.  Apr.  18,  639. 

Assessment,    Method    of  —  Defects     of 

Existing^    System,    Assessment     on 

Actual  Profirs  of  the  Vear,, proposed, 

Os.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  21,  836  ? 

Mr.     Bartley,    861;     Mr.    J. 

Walton,  884 ;  Sir  M.  H.  Beaoh,^ 

896. 

British  Investments  abroad,  Escape  fron» 
pa3rraent  of  Income  Tax,  alleged, 
0.    Mr.  D.  Maclver,  Apr.  21,  881. 

Co-operative  Stores,  Method  of  Assess* 
ment. 

Q.     Apr.  15,  280. 

Com  Duty  alternative — Additional  Income 
Tax,  proposed,  *^     ^  ^^ 

Os.    Sir   H.    Fowler^jst'-M.    H. 
Beach,  Apr.  22,  980.  *" 

Exemption,  Question  of 

Debate  on  the  Budget  Resolutions, 
Apr.  21,  837,  845,  861.  877,  901.'; 

Lowering  Exemption  Limit — Cobden 
Club  Leaflet 
0.    Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Apr.  IJ^ 
205. 

Graduated  Income  Tax 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Budget, 
Apr.  21,  833,  837,  873,  877,  892,  895. 

Incidence  of  Taxation. 

0.     Mr.  A.  Cross,  Apr.  21,  849. 

Incomes  derived  from  Brain  Pother  and 

Incomes    derived    from    Property — 

Question  of  a  Differential  Tax. 

Os.     Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  21,  836  j 

Mr.    Bartley,     860;    Mr.     D. 

Maclver,  882;  Sir  W.  Harcourt,. 

892;  SirM.  H.  Beach,  895. 

Increase  in — Budget  Proposal 

Budget     Statement     and     Debate, 
Apr.  14,  175,  204,  205,  210,  212,  223. 

Resolution  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  ^pr.  ^i,  818  ;  Apr.  22, 1066- 

Ireland 

Tenant  Purchasers*  Assessment,  Re- 
duction by  the  Amount  of  Annual 
Interest  paid  on  Purchase  Money 
— Income  Tax  on  Farms  of  less 
value  than  £160,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1202. 

Yield    per  penny  in    1901-1902  and 
1891-1892. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  530 

Penny,  Virtue  of,  in  point  of  productive* 
ness. 

O.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  14,  212, 

Revenue  derived  from— Budget  Statement, 
Apr.   14,  169. 

Schedule  B,  Amount  originally  assessed 
in  1900-01.    Sum  remitted,  etc 
Q.    Apr.  18,  645. 

South  African  War— Rebate  on  Colonial 
Allowances. 

Q.     Apr.  18,  639. 


Ind— Ins] 


India 


Secretary  of  State — Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton. 

Under-Secretary — Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

^rmy. 

Barracks,  Accommodation  for  Native 
Troops,    Construction     of    New 
.    Barracks,  etc. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  931. 

Expenditure,  Mr.  Brodrick's  Addi- 
tional Pay  Proposals  —  Indian 
Government  objecting  to  the 
Financial  Effect  of  the  War  Office 
Proposals. 

Q,     Apr.  22,  932. 

^Imperial  Cadet  Corps  Equipment — 
Saddle  Cloth  of  Snow  Leopard's 
Skin. 

Os.  Marquee  of  Ailesburv, 
-4pr.  2If,  1163 ;  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke,  1164. 

•  Officers*  New  Uniform,  Young  Officers 
obliged  to  borrow  money  from 
Native  Bankers  to  pay  for  Addi- 
tional Kit,  Commandmg  Officers 
compelling  provision  of  New 
Uniforms,  alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  18.  642. 

Term  of  Service,  Prolongation  of— 
7  years*  service  becoming  8J 
years,  etc..  Justification  for  Order, 
etc. 

Q.    Apr.  14,  143. 

A«=sam. 

Labour  Immigration,  Reports  and 
Correspondence  relating  to — Re- 
turn Presented,  Apr.  22,  924. 

Liquor    Shops,    Settlement    on    Tea 
Gardens — Tea    Planters'    Associ- 
ation Protests,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  14,  141. 

Education,  Director  General  of — Appoint-  j 
ment  filled   from   English  Education  ' 
Department.  Salary  of  Office,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  805. 

Finance. 

Army  Exj)enditure,  Mr.  Brodriok's 
Additional  Pay  Proposals — Indian 
Government  objecting  to  the 
Financial  Effect  of  the  War  Office 
Proposals. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  932. 

Loans  raised  in  Eugland  chargeable 
on  the  Revenues  of  India — Re- 
turn Presented,  Apr.  14,  121. 

Frontier,  North -West.Waziiistan  Military  ! 
Expedition,    Number  of    Forces  em- 
ploved.  Length  of  operations,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  11,  15. 

Horse  and  Mnle  Breeding,  Failure  of — 

Report  of   Conmupsion  of    Inquiry, 
Copies  for  Members. 
Q.     Apr.  22,  931. 

Hyderabad  Stat**,  Claim  to  the  Berars — 
Terms  of  Settb'nient,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  806. 
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Irrigation  Works. 

Allocation  of  Funds  out  of  Badg^ 
Surplus — Construction  of  Water 
Works,  Tanks,  etc.,  by  Loeal 
Govemmente  of  Bombay  and 
Madras. 
Q.    Apr.  i4,  141. 


Expenditure — Estimated  Position 
regards  Capital  Expenditure  — 
Return  Ordered,  Apr.  17,  514 — 
Presented,  Apr.  22,  992. 

Land  Revenue  System — Papers  relating 
to  Presented,  Apr.  23,  1076  ;  Apr.  24^ 
1147. 

Opium  Trade  in  Burma — Modifications  in 
Reflations  for  Licensed  Sale  of 
Opium. 

0.     Apr.  21,  806. 

Punjab,  Plague  in — Death  Returns,  Carry- 
ing out  Recommendations  of  Plagne 
Commission,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  14,  142. 

Railway  Expenditure — Estimated  Position 
as  regards  Capital  Expenditure — Re- 
turn Ordered,^pr.  i7,514 — Presented, 
Apr.  22,  922. 

Sugar  Industry  —  Assistance  of  Native 
Growers,  Indian  Countervailing 
Duties. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  932. 

Water  Supply,  Allocation  of  Funds  out  of 

Budget    Surplus  —  Construction    of 

Water  Works,  Tanks,  etc. ,  by  Local 

Governments  of  Bombay  and  Madras. 

Q.    Apr.  IJ^  141. 

Waziristan  Military  Expedition — Number 
of  Forces  employed.  Length  of  Opera- 
tions, etc 
Q.     Apr.  11,  15. 

Industrial  Schools 

see  Reformatory  and  Industrial  SchooN. 

Inebriate  Beformatories 

Scotland — Rules  for  Retreats  Presented, 
Apr.  15,  259,  269. 

Inhabited  House  Duty 

Uniform  Rate  of  8d.,  proposed. 
0.     Mr.  Ashton,  Apr.  21,  846. 

Inland  Bevenue  Department 

Beer  Bill,  Work  entailed  on  De|>artment 
in  Administration  of  Provisions  of 
Beer  Bill. 

Os.  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Apr.  23,  lOSO  ; 
Mr.  Flower,  1086  ;  Mr.  Gretton. 
1091  ;  Sir  J.  Dorrington,  1091  ; 
Dr.  Farquharson,  1095 ;  Mr. 
Price,  1103:  Sir  C.  Quilter, 
1126  ;  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  1137. 

Insurance. 

Government  Insurances — Accounts  of 
Moneys  received,  etc.,  Presented, 
Apr.  14,  120. 

Life  Assurance  Companies — Statement  of 
Account?, etc..  Presented,  Apr,  14, 121. 
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Apr,    11 — Apr,    25. 
IntamedUte  Education,  Ireland  Ireland— <;oi«^ 

Keport  for  1901,  Presented,  Apr.  S5,  1319.  I         Cemus-Return8  Presented.  Apr,  U,  118. 


International  Fisheries. 

tee  North  Sea  Fitheries. 

International  Oode  of  Signals 

Night  Signalling  at  Sea— Adaptation  of 
Code  by  means  of  Coloured  Lamps, 
prApoied. 

Q,     Apr.  So,  1326. 

Ireland 

Lord  Lieutenant  —EatI  Cado^n. 
Chief     Secretary— Hii^ht      Hon.     G. 

Wyndham. 
Attorney     Genetxu—^ight    Hon.    J. 

Atkinson. 
Solicitor  Generctl—yir.  D.  P.  Bar  on. 
Lord  Chancellor — Lord  Asbbonme. 

Agrarian  Offences— Returns  for  1901, 
Presented,  Apr.  /4»  120;  Apr,  15, 
269  ;  Apr.  SI,  776,  796. 

Agricultural  Produce,  Prices  of — Report 
Presented,  Apr.  14,  117. 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
Department,  see  that  title. 

Altmore  Tenancy— Judicial  Rente,  Treat- 
ment of  Tenaots  by  Landlords,  In- 
quiry proposed. 

Qt,    Apr.  2i,  942,  943. 

Antrim,    County — Share    in    Grant    for 
Labourers'  Cottages. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  154. 

Ardflnnao,  Burning  of    Burke's  House — 
County  Court  Judge  Moore's  State- 
ment concerning  p  ople  of  Ardfinnan. 
Q.    Apr.  ^4.     1201. 

Associated  Estates,  Proclamation  of. 

Intervention     in     aid    of    Landlords 

r'nst     Mould -be      Purchasers, 
jed. 
O,     Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,   Apr. 
17,  593. 

Peaceful  Nature  of  Agitation  on  the 
Estates. 

0.     Mr.  Dillun,  Apr.  17,  002. 

B<illyfeTriter  Police  Hut,  Charging  upon 
Couuty  Rates,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  286. 

Ballyshannon    Petty    Sessions,    Inspector 
O'Connor's  Refusal  to  carry  out  Order 
of  Ma}{istrates — In<iuiry. 
Q.    Apr.  II,  18. 

Barry.  Dr. — Registrar  of  Birtlis  and 
Deaths,  Limerick,  Claims  for  Com- 
pensation for  Abolition  of  Office, 
Gran  time  Compensation  to  Widow, 
prooofed. 
Q.     Apr.  S2,  947. 

Belfast,  Publicans'  Licences— Objection  to 
Ma^r.t  rate's  Certificate  for  renewal 
of  Licences  in  cai>es  of  Rebuilding  of 
Premise «. 

Q.     Apr.  14,  158. 

Bon  isoleigh— Police  Assault  on  Mr.  Car- 
roll, alleged. 

Q.     Apr.  S5,  1331. 

Bojcottingaod  Intimidation,  tf^€  that  title. 

Cattle  Maiming  at  Ballinsloe,  Punishment 
of  Oflfenders. 

Qf.    Apr.  So,  1328, 1329. 
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C!oQmel,  see  that  title 

Coastguard*,  Me<)ical  attendance.  Ex- 
penses cliargei  to  the  Government- 
Return  Ordered,  Apr.  SS,  1076. 

Coercion,    Revival    of  ^Proclamation    of 
certain  Dtstr.cts  under  the  Crimes 
Act  of  1887. 

Q.     Apr.  17,  554. 

Boyoottiog  and  Intiinidatioo,  are  tluit 
title. 

Case  for  Coercion — Extent  of  Boycot- 
ting, peounciation  of  lodividnals. 
etc.,  in  Proclaimed  Districts. 
•  Os,     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,   17, 

572;  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
594,  595 ;  Mr.  Dillon,  60 J, 
602,  603 ;  Mr.  Bryce,  606 : 
Mr.  Macartney,  611  ;  Lord 
H.  Cecil  615;  Mr.  Hai- 
rington,  ol6. 

Change  of  Venue 

Power    resting    with    Attorney- 
General,  alleged 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Redmond, Apr. 
17,  560  ;  Mr.  Wyndham, 
676. 

l^seles^nefs  against    Boycotting, 
etc. 
O.  Mr.  Bryce,  Apr.  17,  600. 

Coincidence  of  Coercion  Outbreaks 
with  Events  of  Special  Interest  to 
the  Empire— Representation  of 
It  eland  at  tbe  Corooation  Cere- 
monies, etc. 

Os.     Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr.  17, 
561  ;  Mr.  Archdale,  590. 

County  Council  Elections.  Effect  of  the 

Revival  of  Coercion  on  Impendin;; 

Elections. 

O*.     Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr.  17, 

.'566  :  Mr.  Archdale,  591  ;  Mr. 

T.  W.  Ruf  sell,  692. 

Criiiieles«ne*«  of  Ireland  —  Freedom 
from  both  Ordinary  and  Agrarian 
Crime. 

O.S.  Mr.  J.  Rehnond,  Ajn:  17. 
5.>7,  563 ;  Mr.  Wyndham, 
571  :  Mr.  Power,  i>85  ;  Mr. 
T.  W.  Rusj^ell,  591;  Mr. 
Bryce,  606. 

Effect  on   Agitation  in  Ireland,  et\ 
Oh.     Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Afw.  17, 569  ; 
Mr.  Sheehan,  582,  583;    Lord 
H.  Cecil,  613. 

English  Press  Conspiracy  to  revive 
C<>ercioo,  alleged  -  £xaggenit*'d 
and  misleading  Accounts  of  Con- 
dition of  Ireland. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Ret) mend,  Apr.  17, 
565  ;  Mr.  Wyndhsm,  577  ; 
Mr.  Sheehan,  582;  Mr. 
Powei,  584  ;  Mr.  T.  W. 
Rmsell,  592. 

Intervention  in  aid  of  Landlords 
against  would-be  Purcbasein, 
alleged. 

O.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr. 
17,  694. 
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Irish   Landlords    driving   the   Chief 
Secretary    along    tne    Path   of 
Coercion  against  his  better  Judg- 
ment, alleged. 
Os.    Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr,  17, 
566,  568  ;   Mr.  Dillon  598  ; 
Mr.  Bryce,  609. 

List  of  Districts  Proclaimed. 

O.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,  17,  575. 

Motion  far  Adjournment  (Mr.  J.  Red- 
mond) Apr,  17,  566. 

Object   of — Coercion    aimed  tfiot   at 
Crime  bat  at  the  Political  Oppo- 
nents of  the  Executive,  alleged. 
Os,  Mr.  Power,  Apr.  17, 586, 589. 

Proclamation  carried  out  without  any 
special  Explanation  or  Discussion 
in  the  Hosse  of  Commons. 
0,    Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr.  17, 
563. 

Retrospective  Operation  of  the  Procla- 
mation proposed. 
Q.     Apr,  25,  1331. 

Return  of  Districts  Proclaimed  Pre- 
sented. 
Apr,  18,  627,  635. 

Signatories  to  Proclamation,  Apr,  17 
598. 

Trial  by  Jury ;  Suspension  of  under 
the  Crimes  Act  of  1887. 
Qs,      Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr,  17, 
558  ;  Mr.  Sheehan,  583. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  see  that  title. 

Conolly  Estate,  Bally  shannon — Expediting 
Sale  to  Tenants. 
Q,    Apr,  14,  154. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  see  that  title. 

Contempt  of  Court,  Imprisonment  for,  etc. 

Normoyle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  Imprison- 
ment for  Contempt  of  Crimes 
Act  Court — Absence  of  Similar 
Procedure  in  Dromore  Riots 
Trial. 
Q,    Apr.  24*  1197. 

Return  Presented,  Ajjr.  16,  382. 

Cork,  see  that  title. 

Com,  Grain,  etc 

Import  Duty  on,  Reimposition  of — 

**Free  Trade  little   short    of   a 

curse  to  Ireland." 

Os.     Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr,  t4, 

233 ;  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,250; 

Mr.  Field,  Apr,  22,  1022. 

Imports  and  Exports  in  1901,  etc. 
Qs.     Apr,  17,  534 ;  Apr.  24,  1202. 

Corr,  Mr.  R.  A. — Crimes  Act  Prosecution, 
Appeal     against     Sentences — Inter- 
vention by  Prosecuting  Counsel. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  549. 

Crimes  Act  of  1887,  Revival  of,  see  title 
Criniet*  Irelaml,  Act,  and  sub-head- 
ing Coercion. 
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Darcy  Estate,  Land  Sales — Exdnsion  of 
Portion  of  Estate  from    Beheme    of 
Purchase. 
Q.    Apr,  18,  656. 

De  Freyne  Estate,  see  that  title. 

Derelict    Farms,    Number   of — Deere  ^fie 
since  1898. 
0,    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17^  579. 

Disloyalty  of  three-fourths  of   the    Iri^ 
People,  Causes,  etc. 
O.    Mr.  Dillon,  Apr.  17^  599. 

Distillation — Constables  endeavouring  to 
persuade  perbons  to  establish  Illicit 
Stills,  alleged. 
Q,    Apr,  14, 155. 

Donegal,  West,  Parliamentary  By-Election 
—New  Writ,  Apr.  18,  659. 

Dromore  Riots,  Prosecutions. — Witnesses 
failing^to  identify  the  accusec?,  Non- 
committal for  Contempt  of  Courti  etc 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1 197. 

Dublin,  see  that  title. 

Dandrum    Lunatic    Asylum — Delay     in 
Shortening  Officials*  Hours,  alleged. 
Q,    Apr,  18,  658. 

Education,  for  collective  heading,  see  Edu- 
cation. 

Emigration  —  Prevention  of  further  de- 
crease in  the  Population. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  546. 

Enniskillen,  see  that  title. 
Evictions,  see  that  title. 

Faha— Numl>er  of   Police    employed     in 
protection  of  Mr.  M.  Bernard,  Yearly 
Expense  in  Salary,  etc. 
^.     Apr.  15,  285. 

Fastnet  Lighthoose,  see  that  title 

Fisheries,    for     collective    heading     see 
Fisheries. 

Gal  way,  see  that  title. 

Government  of  Ireland. 

Chanres    against    the    Executive  — 
Threatening  Letters,  etc.,  manu- 
factured by  the  Police,  Case  ol 
Constable  Talbot,  alia^  Kelly. 
O.    Mr.  Powe%  Apr.  17,  586. 


Coercion,  see  that  HuUheadiii 


Reforms  and  Remedial  Legislation 
invariably  due  to  Agitatioa, 
alleged. 

Os,    Mr.  Power,  Apr.  17,  587  ; 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  596. 

Gurteen,   Eviction  of  J.  Tan»ey — Police 

opening  Trunk   and  carr^'iag  aw«y 
Letters,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr,  18,  656. 

Haulbowline  Dockyard,  see  that  title. 

Home  Rule— Congesteil  State  of  Parlia- 
mentary Business,  ReniiNly  of  Devola- 
lion,  proposed,  see  title  Home  Rule. 

\eoni. 
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Judges,  see  that  title. 

Killaloe  Postmastership— Appointment  of 
Mr.  J.  White. 
Q,    Apr,  S5,  1332. 

Killarney  House,  Police  Protection— With- 
drawal  of  Policeman,  proposed 
Q.  Apr,  17,  544. 

Kilmactigue— Withdrawal  of  Extra  I\)lice, 
proposed. 

Q.    Apr,  17,  544. 
KUmallock,  see  that  title. 

Kihuah  Harbour,  Improvements  in. 
Q.    ^pr..^^,  1200. 

Laboaren»' Cottages,  for  collective  heading 
9ee  Labourers'  Cottages. 

Land  Commission,  Land  Question,  etc.,  see 
those  titles. 

Lights   and    Lighthouses,    for   collective 

heading  see  Lighto  and  Lighthoases. 
Limerick,  see  that  title. 

Liquor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws. 
see  that  title. 

Li^cannor  Harbour,  Improvements  in. 
Q,    Apr,  S4,  1200. 

Loan  Fund  Board— Annual  Report  Pre- 
sented,  Apr,  14,  116. 

Local  Government  Board  Auditors— Dates 
of  Appointments,  Salaries,  etc.— Re- 
turn Presented,  Apr,  16,  382. 

Local  Taxation,  Royal  Commission— Re- 
port Presented,  Apr.  14,  125  ;  Apr,  15, 

M*Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Attachment  Order 
against,  see  M'Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A. 

Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace,  see 
that  title. 

Moore,  Countv  Court  Judge— Statement 
at  Clonmel  Quarter  Se«ions  concern- 
ing people; of  Ardfinnan. 
Q.    Apr,  $4,  1201. 

Morley  Estate,  Sale  to  Land  Speculators 
— Purchaser  enforcing  Arrears,  Pro- 
clamation of  District,  etc. 
O.    Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr,  17, 593. 

National  School  Teachers,  see  that  title. 

O'Connor,  Innpector,  refusing  to  carry  out 
Order  of  Magistrates  at  Ballyshannon 
Petty  Sessions. 
Q,    Apr.  11,  18. 

Pauper  Children— Boarding-out  System, 
Appointment     of     Lady    luHpector, 
Qualifications,  etc. 
Q,    Apr.  So,  1330. 

Piers  and  Harbours,  for  collective  heading, 
set  Piers  and  Harbouri*. 

Pork  lYade  with  Glasgow— Exemption  of 
Irish  Pork  from  Meat  Inspection  By- 
Laws,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr,  18,  654. 
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Portumna  Railway,  Government  offer  for 
Reconstruction  —  Company    finding 
same  amount  of  Capital  and  under- 
taking to  work  the  Railway. 
Q,    Apr.  24,  1201. 


Post  Office,  for  collective  heading,  sec  Post 
Office. 

Poyntz  Pass  National  School,  Disorganis- 
ation  of— Date  of  Examination,  In- 
spector's Report,  etc. 
Q,     Apr.  18,  657. 

Prisons,  see  that  title. 

RaUway  Workers  not  entitled  to  La- 
bourers' Cottages— Legislation,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.    Apr,  14, 166. 

Railways,  for  collective  heading,  sec  Rail- 
ways. 

Rainsford  v,  Browne,  see  that  title. 

Rathkeale— Labourers*    Cottages,    Delay 
in  issue  of  First  Instalment  of  Loan. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  547. 

RepresenUtive  Peerf ,  see  that  title. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  Contributions  to— Return 
Ordered,  Apr,  14,  126 ;  Apr,  24,  1170. 

Roads 

Land,  Acquisition  of.  Expensive  and 
Inconvenient   Procedure— Repeal 
of  Section   10  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  25,  1332. 

Rural  Districts  of  Administrative 
Counties,  Maintenance  of  Roads 
—Return  Ordered,  Apr.  S4,  1168. 

Rooskey— Band    Practice  on    Christmas 
Day,  Assault  by  the  Police,  alleced. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  545. 

Sea   Fisheries  —  SUtlstical    Tables   and 
Memorandum    relating  to.   Ordered 
Apr.  22,  923. 

Sheridan,  Ex-Sergeant,  see  Sheridan. 

South  African  War,  Cost  of— Over  taxa- 
tion of  Ireland,  alleged,  see  title 
Fmancial  Relations  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

Tallow— Reducing   Number     of     Extra 
Police,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr,  If,  20. 

Taxation— Over-Taxation,  etc.,  sec  title 
Financial  Relations  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

Technical  Education,  see  title  Education 
— Ireland. 

TenantPurchasers'IncomeTaxAssessment* 
Reduction  by  the  Amount  of  Annual 
Interest  oaid  on  Parchase  Money- 
Income  Tax  on  Farms  of  less  value 
than  £160,  etc. 
Q,    Apr.  24,  1202. 

Tipper/iryCoronorMhip—Aulhoii'y  respon- 
sible for  >;ivin>?  official  noiice  of  vac- 
ancy. County  O'uncil  of  South  Riding 
takug  part  in  Elections,  etc. 
C.    Apr,  17,  ^iS 

^  ^  -  [coni. 
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Tory  Island,  Interruption  of  Cable  Com- 
munication with  Donegal  Mainland — 
Delay  in  repairing  Cable. 
Q     Apr,  17,  21. 

Tullamore  Pr'son,  Treatment  of  Mr.  J. 
O'Donnell  and   Mr.  Johnston — Per- 
mission to  take  exercise  apart  from 
Ordinary  Prisoners,  proposed. 
Qs,    Apr,  11,  19;    Jpr.  i^,  157. 

Ulster  nail  Belfast— Makioj^  available  for 
the  use  of  any  Section  of  the  Commu- 
nity of  Belfast. 

Motion  for  Ifistrvction  to  Com* 
mittee  on  Belfast  Corporation 
Bill  [Mr.  DUloo]  Apr.  17, 480. 

United  Irish  League,  see  that  title. 

University  Education,    Roman    Catholic 
University  Question  —  Royal    Com- 
mission, Date  of  Report. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  816. 

Wren  and  Stokes  ^Estate— Tenants  com- 
oelled  to  si^  agreements  as  Eleven 
Months  Graziers,  Delay  in  Sale  of 
Estate,  alleged. 

Qs.     Apr.  18,  655;  AW',24,  1196. 

Irish  Nationalist  Parliamentary  Party 

Parliamentary  Procedure  —  New  Rules 
directed  against  the  Irieh  Members, 
alleged. 

Q.    Mr.  Power,  Apr.  11,  84. 

Iron  Trade 

Germany— Report  Pre8ented,w4^.  i^,  119. 

Irriaation  Works,  India 

Allocation  of  Funds  out  of  Budget  Surplus, 
Construction  of  Water  Works,  Tanks, 
etc,  by  Ix)cal  Government**  of  Bombay 
an<l  Madnu*. 

Q.     Apr.  14,  141. 

Expenditure  —  Estimated  Position  as 
regards  Capital  Expenditure — Return 
Ordered,  Api\  17,  514  ;  Presented,  ^i*, 
992. 

Isle  of  Wight  Central  Railway  Bill 

/.     3R.*Apr.  15,25S, 
c.     iK.*  Apr.  17  511. 

Islington 

Guardians,     Extravagant     Expei  diture, 
alleged— Inquiry. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  i282. 

Richard  CUmdesley's  Charity— Distribu- 
tion of  Income,  Trostefs' apiroval  of 
Attorney-General's  Proposals — Send- 
ing Copies  of  Scheme  to  Borough 
Council,  etc. 

Q.     Apr.  17,  536. 

Isthmian  Canal 

Hay  •  Pauncefote  (No.  2)   Treaty— Copy 
Presented,  Apr.  14,  118. 
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Tripoli,  Projected  Military  Expedition, 
etc.,  alleued — Instructions  to  Mediter- 
ranean Fleet. 

Qs.     Apr.  17,  528 ;  Apr.  tl,  807. 

James  of  Hereford,   'Lord—Chancellor  of 

tlie  Duchy  of  Lancaster 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony — Justifica- 
tion of  Lord  Kitchener's  Action,  etc, 
Apr.  S4,  1160. 

Jameson,  Major  J.  £.  [Clare,  W.] 

Beer  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  23,  1140. 
LlBcannor  and  lulrash  Harbours,  Improve- 
ments in,  Apr.  24,  1200. 

Japan 

Great  Britain  and  Japan,  Anglo-Japanese 
Agreement — Alliance  of  Great  Britain 
with  European  or  American  Power 
without  prior  consultation  with 
Japan,  Provision  in  Agreement. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  144. 

Tariff— Import  Duties  levied  on  Produce 
and  Manufactures  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  Return  Ordered,  Apr.  ^4, 
1168. 

Jeffreys,   Mr.  A.  T-— Deputy  Chairman    of 
Committees     of     Ways     and     Means 

[Hants.,  N.] 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill,  2R.  Apr.  22,  916,  917. 

London  School  Board  (Superannuation) 
Bill.    con.  Apr.  18,  631. 

Rulings  as  Deputy -Chairman. 
Supply. 

Irrelevant    Observations, 
681.  721,  725,  743. 

Motion   for    Reduction     — 
the  Motion,  Ajir.  IS,  754. 

Ways  and  Means — Budget. 

Income  Tax  Resolution,  Debate  on, 
was  not  a  General  Debate  on  the 
Budget,  I'Ut  a  General  Debate  on 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Budget, 
Api'.  n,  887. 

Irrelevunt  Observations,  Api\  15,  301. 
330;  Apr.  SI,  871,  272,  873,  883, 
886. 

Loan  Bill  not  being  before  the  House 
it  was  not  in  order  to  discus^ 
details  of  the  Loan,  but  it  wmk 
in  order  to  dL«cusa  policy  of  lais- 
ing  Loan,  Apr,  21,  820. 

I^rocedure  —  Geneial  Discorsion  on 
First  Resolution,  afterwards  De- 
bstestrictlyconfined  to  Resolution 
before  the  Committee — By  piece- 
dent  one  particular  Resolution 
might  be  selected  bv  agreement 
on  both  sides,  and  \nXXi  the 
approval  of  the  Chair,  on  which 
there  might  be  a  general  DUu 
euf  sion,  therefore  the  proposed  wa; 
in  order  Apr.  14,  215. 


Apr,     IS, 
Putting 
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Jassal,  Oapt  H.  M.  [St.  Pancras,  8.] 
Army. 

Guard  Beds,  Abolition  of,  and  substi- 
tution of  Barrack  Cots,  proposed, 
Apr.  S2,  929. 

Royal  Garrison  Regiroeots,  Sanction- 
ing Bands,  Apr,  22,  928. 

Regent's  Park— Leases  to  Private  Person?, 
Extensions  or  Renewals  in  the  last 
ten  yeard — Considering  Applications 
of  Public  Authorities,  etc.,  Apr,  22, 
939. 

JasQB  College,  Cambridge 

Statutes  Presented,  Apr.  14,  122,  123. 


•« 


Johannesbiirg  Star" 

Articles  enclosed  in  Lord  Milner*s  Des- 
patch'of  April  26,  1899,  Non-publica- 
tion of. 
Qs.    Apr.  18,  636 ;  Apr.  24,  1170. 


Johnston,  Mr.  D. 

Imprisonment  under  Crimea  (Ireland)  Act 
— Permiasion  to  take  exercise  apart 
from  Ordinary  Prisoners,  propo«ed. 
Qs.    Apr.  11,  19  ;  Apr.  I4,  157. 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.  [Belfast,  S.] 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill — Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr.  17,  494,  502. 

Jones,  Mr.  D.  B.  [Swansea  District] 

Coal  Export  Duty,  Effect  of— Jx)wering  of 
Prices  and  Wages,  Diminution  in  Ex- 
l>ortation  of  Coal,  Apr.  21,  866. 

Local  Government  (Wales  and  Moimiouth- 
shire)  Bill.    2k.   Apr.  16,  408. 

Uganda  Railway  —  Expenditure  up  to 
March  Slst,  1902,  Apr.  17,  526 ;  Apr. 
21,  806. 

Joyce,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick] 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill — Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr,  17,  506. 

Limerick. 

Office  of  Registrar  of  Birtlis  and 
Deatlis,  A1)olition  of —Dr.  Barry's 
Claim  for  Compensation.  Grant- 
ing Compensation  to  Wiclow,  pro- 
p<^ed,  Apr.  2-2,  947. 

Poetal  Staff. 

Assistant  Superintendents 
Reasons  for  Filhng  up  Vacan- 
cies from  outside  offices, 
Qualifications,  etc.,  Apr.  2?, 
945. 


Judges,  Ireland 

Moore,  County  Court  Judge — Statement 
at  Clonmel  Quarter  Semions  concern- 
ing people  of  Ardfinnan. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1201. 

Number     of  —  Proportion     of     Roman 
Catholics. 
Q.    Apr.  25,  1329. 

Judicial  Bents,  Ireland 

iee  Land  Commi&sion. 

Kearley,  Mr.  H.  E.  [Devonport] 

Civil  Servants — Pressure  brought  to  bear 
on  Members  of  Parliament,  Mr. 
Bowles's  Allegation,  Apr.  18,  681. 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  on— Budget 
Proi>osal,  Apr,  22,  996. 

Articles  included  under  the  Resolu- 
tion, Apr.  24,  1186. 

Navy. 

Departmental  Vote,  Discussing  on 
Victualling  Vote,  proposed,  Apr, 
17,  524. 

Gunnery  Practice,  Prizes  for  Marks- 
manship—Case of  Petty  Officer 
Grounds,  Apr.  15,  276. 

Pensions  for  Widows  and  Orphans  of 
Men  killed  in  the  <*  Cobra," 
**  Condor,'*  and  *'  Mars  "  Disasters 
— Augmentation  of  Pensions, 
propcwed,  Apr,  24,  1183. 

Victualling  Reform — Opportunity  for 
Discussion  of  the  Victualling 
Vote,  Apr.  21,  805. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Royal  Commission— 
Transferring  AdminiBtration  of  Funds 
to  Naval  and  Military  Pension  Board, 
proposeu,  Apr,  24,  1206. 

Post-Office  Employees*  Grievanoes— Pay, 
Differentiation  between  different 
Staffs.  Plymouth  and  Devonport 
Instance,  Composition  of  Tweedmouth 
Committee,  Appointment  of  Inde- 
pendent Committee,  proposed,  Apr.  18, 
709. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Chequee,  etc.  Increase  in 
—Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  15,  346. 

Kenmare,  Earl  of 

Police   Protection   at   Killamey   House, 
Withdrawal  of  Policeman,  proposed 
—Amount  of  Salary,  etc. 
Q.  Apr.  17,  544. 

Kennaway,  Bt.  Hon*  Sir  J.   H.   [Devon, 

Uoniton] 

Armenia,  disturbed  state  of  —  sending 
British  Consul  at  Diarbakir  to  Moush, 
etc.,  Ajjr.  15,  277. 

Volunteers— New  Efficiency  Regulations, 
Date  of  Promulgation,  Apr.  17,  519. 


Detention  of  Women  Clerks  be-  1  Kennedy,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Westmeath,  N.] 

yond    Official    Tinl^    etc.-  i^j^jj    tenant    PurchaHers*    In..-ome    Tax 

/^'^a.tJ?*  ^' '  '  ^^' *  Assessment,  Reduction  by  the  amount 

Iff,  008.  ^j£  Annual  Interest  paid  on  Purchase 

Extra    Attendance,     Claim    for  i  Money — Income  Tax  on  Farms  of  lesn 

Overtime,  etc.,  yl7)r.  i 7,  20.      '  value  than  £160,  etc., -<4pr.  :?>^,  1202. 
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Ken— Lam] 

Kent  Electric  Power  Bill 

L  in,*  Apr.  14y  115. 

Kent  Water  Bill 

c.  coH.*  Apr.  i^,  630. 

3r.*  Apr.  2d,  919. 
L  IVi.*  Apr.  24,11^. 


INDEX. 
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Kerry 

Wren  and  Stokes  Estate— Tenants  com- 
pelled to  i>ign  Agreements  as  Eleven 
Months  Graziers,  Delay  in  Sale  of 
Estate,  alleged. 

Qs.  Apr.  18,  655 ;  Apr.  S4>  1196. 

Kew  Gardens 

Coniferous  Trees — Removal  of  Stunted 
Trees,  Replacing  by  Young  Stock, 
proposed. 

Q.  Apr.  15,  282. 

Everfifreen  Trees  and  Shrubs,  Injury  by 
Smoke-laden  air. 
Q.  Apr.  15,  282. 

Elildysart 

Proclamation  of  Rural  and  Urban  Dis- 
tricts under  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of 
1887. 
0.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,  17,  576. 

Killaloe 

Postmastership— Appointment  of  Mr.  J. 
White. 

Q.    Apr.  S5, 1332. 

Killamey  House 

Police  Protection,  Withdrawal  of  Police- 
man, proposed — Amount  of  Salary, 
etc. 

Q.     Apr.  n,  544. 

Kilmactigue 

Police,  Withdrawal  of  Extra  Police, 
proposed. 

q.     Apr.  17,  544. 

Kilmallock 

Fair  Rents  —  Sub- Land  Commissioners 
Sitting,  Decisions  of  Commissioners, 
Communicating  to  parties  interested, 
etc. 

q.     Apr.  S2,  940. 

Postal    Arrangements    of    Dromin    and 
Ballinculla  —  Alteration   of  Morning 
to  Evening  Collection,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  551. 

Kilrusli 

Harbour,  Improvements  in. 
Q.    Apr.  24, 1200. 

Proclamation  of  Rural  and   Urban  Dis- 
tricts under  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of 
1887. 
O.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  575, 

KUtS 

Abolition  in  Highland  Regiments,  alleged. 
Qs.     Apr.  11,  12;  Apr.   14,   J31  ;  Apr. 
17,  518 ;  Apr.  18,  641. 
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4pr.    \\—Apr.    25. 

Kimborley,  Lord 

Death  of. 

Os.  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  Apr,  15^ 
259 ;  Earl  Spencer,  261 ;  Marquess 
of  Ripon,  265. 

Kinloch,  Sir  J.  G.  S.  [Perthshire,  E.] 

Com,  Grain,  etc.,  Reimposition  of  the 
Registration  Duty— Budget  Proposal, 
Apr,  14,  234. 


Knowles,  Mr.  Lees 

Church  of  England,  Livings  and  Popula- 
tion Returns,  Apr,  17,  536. 

Merchant  Taylors*  School — Dismissal  of 
Three  Assistant  Masters*  Question  of 
Pensions,  etc.,  Apr,  17,  538. 

Poor  Law  School  Inspectors,  Appointment 
of  Women,  proposed,  Apr^  17,  537* 

Tottington  Workhouse  Children,  Ill- 
treatment  of,  alleged,  Apr,  14,  1 17. 

Labour 

Fair  Wage  Resolution,  see  that  title. 

Trade  Unions,  Legal  decisions  affecting 
Position  of— Opportunity  for  Di»- 
cDssion. 

Q.    Apr,  21,  816. 

Wages,  set  that  title. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Ireland 

Antrim  County,  Share  of  Grant,  etc. 
Q,    Apr,  14, 154. 

RathKeale — Delay  in  issue  of  fir^t  iostal- 
ment  of  Loan. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  547. 

Rejection    of    Applications    on    Appeal. 
Additional  Kvidence  brought  forward 
by  Petitioners,  etc. 
Q.    Apr,  17,^1, 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts 

Petitions— Laying    Evidence,  etc.,   upon 
the  Table  of  the  House,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr  14,  166. 

Railway  Workers  not  entitled  to  LabonrerR* 
Cottages,  etc. ;  Legislation  proposod. 
Q.    Apr,  14, 156. 

Ladysmith 

see  South  African  War. 

Lambert,  Mr.  G.  [Devon,  S.  Molton] 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill-. 
Cost  of  Administration,  Apr,  14,  153 ; 
Apr,  22,  948. 

Indian  Army  —  War  Office  Proposals, 
Indian  uovemment  objecting^  u>  the 
Additional  charge  on  the  l*inaucial 
Responsibilities  of  India,  Apr,  22,  932. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules— 
Supply  Business,  Apr,  25, 1417. 

Spion  Kop  Despatches — Publication  of 
Despatches  containing  criticism  of  Sir 
C.  Warren,  Apr,  24,  1174. 

Lambton,  Mr.  F.  W.  [Durham,  S.E.] 

Cart  Wright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Administration  of  Martial 
Law,  Support  due  to  Lord  Kitchener, 
etc.,  Apr,  24,  1255. 
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LtncMhire    Oonnty    (Lunatic  Asylnnui) 


Land  Question,  Ireland— Land  Purchase, 

etc, — cont. 


l.  Report*  Apr.  22,  910. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (South- 
fort  and  Cheshire  Lines  Extension 
Sailway  Transfer)  Bill. 

c.  Bill  Withdrawn,  Apr,  15,  267. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Steam 
Vessels)  Bill. 

«•.  Report.*  Apr,  tS,  1075. 

Lancaster,  County  of 

Charities,  Inqairv  into — Retaro  Presented, 
Apr,  11,  7 ;  Apr,  14,  126. 

Land  Cknnniission,  Lreland 

Commi8»ioner8  Department 

Names  and  QoaliKcations  of  Ck>m- 
missioners,  etc.<-Retarn  Pre- 
sented, Apr,  SI,  796. 

Temporary  AsHUttant  Commissionert, 
Rule  as  to.  Presented,  Apr.  14, 121. 

Conolly  Estate,   Ballyshannon— Expedit-  '  ^^"^^  Registry 


Land  for  making  Roads,  Acquisition  of, 
Expensiveand  Inconvenient  Procedure 
—Repeal    of    Section    10    of    Local 
Government  Act,  proposed. 
<?.     Apr,  25,  1332. 

**  Land  Grabber,''  the  stay  of  Irish  land- 
lords, alleged. 
0,    Mr.  Power,  Apr.  17,  687. 

Morley  Estate,  Sale  to  Land  Speculators 
Proclamation  of  District,  *'  an  Act  of 
War"  against  Laud  Purchase. 
O,    >Ir.  T.   W.  Russell,  Apr,  17, 
593. 

Tenant  Purchasen*  Income  Tax  Assess- 
ment, Reduction  by  the  amount  of 
Anniial  Interest  paid  on  Purchase 
Money — Income  Tax  on  Farms  of  less 
value  than  £160,  etc. 
Q.    Apr,  24,  1202. 


in^  Sale  to  Tenants. 
Q,    Apr.  14,  154. 

Inspection  of  Holdings — New  Rule  limit- 
iog  or  dispensing  with  luHpection. 
MoHmi  for    Address  to  the  Croten 
(Mr.  Dillon),  Apr,  18,  759. 
Judicial  Rents. 

Altmore,  Treatment  of  Tenants  by 
Landlords,  Inquiry  proposed. 
Qs,  Apr,  22,  942,  943. 

Kilmallock — Sub- Land    Commission- 
ers'   Sitting,    Decisions  of  Com- 
missioners,    Communicating    to 
parties  interested. 
Q.     Apr.  22,  940. 

Proceedings— Returns  Presented,  Apr,  I4, 
117. 

Rules  as  to  Proceedings  under  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts,  Presented,  Apr,  I4,  121. 

Valuers — County  Court  Valuers,  etc., 
Names,  Qualifications,  and  Remunera. 
tion— Return  Presented,  Apr.  21,  796. 

Land  Dedication  Bill 

<?.  IR.*  Apr.  18,  660. 

Land  Porchase  Acts  (Lreland)  Amendment 
Bill 

J(^t  Committee  of  Irish  Members  of  both 
Houses,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  25,  1333. 

Land  Question,  Lreland— Land  Purchase, 

Applications  for  advances  refused  on 
ground  of  insufficient  security,  Reduc- 
tion of  Amount  of  Purchase  Money, 
etc. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  945. 
Associated  Estates— Proclamation  of. 
Intervention    in   aid    of     Landlords 
aeainst    would  -  be     Purchasers, 
alleged. 
O.   Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  17, 
593. 

Peaceful  nature  of  Agitation  on  the 
Estates. 
O.    Mr.  Dillon,  Apr.  17,  602. 
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Land  Transfer  Act,  etc,  Work  done  under. 
Amount  of  Fees  received.  Amount  of 
Salaries  and  Expenses,  etc — Return 
ordered. 

Apr,  22,  923. 

Lands  Valuation  (Scotland)  Amendment 
Bill 

/.  \^*  Apr.  22,9X2, 

Lansdowne,  Marquess  of— Seer cUmj  of  State 

for  Foreign  Affairs 

Cordite  and  Small  Arms  Ammunition 
Supplies  in  1895,  Apr,  17,  470. 

Sugar  Conference,  Papers  relating  to — 
Question  of  translating  the  whole  of 
tne  proems  verbaux  of  the  French  Yellow 
Book,  Apr,  17,  458. 

Law,  Mr.  0.  B.  [Glasgow,  Blackfriars] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc,  Duty  on— Budget 
Proposal,  Apr,  22,  963. 

Law  Courts 

Clerks'  Retirement  Rules— Making  Order 
in  Council  based  on  Repoit  of  the 
Ridley  Commission  applicable  to 
Clerks  of  the  High  Court,  Legislation, 
proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  14,  151. 

Lawrence,  Mr.  J*  [Monmouth  Boroughs] 

Local  Government  (Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire) Bill,  2R.  Apr,  16,  421, 
432. 

Lawson,  Mr.  J.  Qnut— Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  [York,  N.R., 
Thirsk] 

Education. 

Burghley  Road  and  Monnow  Road 
Schools,  Sanctioning  as  Higher 
Elementary  Schools  —  London 
School  Boiml  withdrawing  Appli- 
cation, Apr.  11,  17. 

[rant. 


Law— Lig] 


Lawson,  Mr.  J.  Grant— con^. 

Education — eont. 


INDEX 
A]pr,    11 — Apr,   25. 

I  Leng,  Sir  J.  —cmt. 
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Poor  Iaw  Schools— Teachers  obtain- 
ing   parchment    certificatefl    by 
service    in    Poor    Law   Schools 
Amendment  of  Article  63  of  the 
'  Day  School  Code,  proposed,  Apr. 

11,  17. 

LocU  Government  (Wales  and  Mon- 
moathshire)  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  16,  384. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules- 
Supply  Business,  Apr.  25,  1401. 

Pauper  Children.  Numl^er  adopted  under 
Provisions  of  Poor  Law  Act  of  1899 — 
Return  proposed,  Apr.  25,  1.327. 


Layland-Barratt,  Mr.  P.  [Devon,  Torquay] 

Medidines,   Penalties  for  selling    Patent  I  Letters 


Parliamentry  Proceedure,  New  Ralas — 
Sittiufi^  of  the  Uonae,  Delay  in  oper- 
ation of  New  Rules  until  after  Wbitf 
suntide  proposed,  Apr.  24,  1207. 

Sij^oalling  at  Sea  by  Night — Adaptation 
of  {ntemationai  Code  by  means  of 
Coloured  Lamps  proposed,  Apr.  f5, 
1326.    . 

Telegraph  Service— Scotland  and  London, 
Breakdown  of  Communication  in 
Winter— Extension  of  undergnmod 
Wire  System  proposed,  Cost  of  c«£JT- 
ing  out  Extension,  etc.,  Apr.  18,  689. 

Wireless  Tele2raphy— Post  Office  attitude 
towards  the  Marconi  System,  Obstmc- 
tivene«s  of  Perm  men  t  Officials,  etc.; 
Apr.  IS,  091. 


Medicines  without  Inland  Revenue 
Stamps — Amount  awarded  to  the 
Infonner.     Ajn'.  15,*2&\. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Earthenware  and  China  Manufacture — 
Supplementary  Special  Rules,  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  14,  117. 

Lee,  Mr.  Arthur  [Hants,  Fareham] 

Richmond  Park,  Use  as  Military  Exer- 
cising Ground,  proposed — Cost  and 
objects  of  Maintenance  of  the  Park, 
etc.,   Apr.  17,  621. 

Royal  Field  Artillery,  Replacing  Nnmerals 
on  Shoulder  straps,  proposed,  Apr.  24, 
1179. 

Lees,  Sir  Elliot  [Birkenhead] 

South  .\f  rican  War  -  Colonial  Contingents, 
Yeomanry  and  Volunteers,  Terms  of 
Service,  Apr.  11,  10. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial —Medical  Examina- 
tion of  Recruits  by  Resident  Civil 
Practitioner,  proposed,  Apr.  11,  9. 

Leese,  Sir  J.  [Lancashire,  Accrington] 

Teacher* — Wrongful  Dismissal,  Right  of 
Apppal  tor  Elementary  School 
Teachers,  Legislation  proposed,  Apr, 
24,  1204. 

Leicestershire  and  Warwickshire  Electric 
Power  Bill 

1.2R,*  Apr,  17,  463. 

Leitrim 

Proclamation  of  various  Rural  Dbtricts 
Under  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
0.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,  17,  575. 

Long,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Crimean  Veterans'  Pension*,  Increase  in 
daily  payments  during  past  year, 
Apr,  77,521. 

Income  Tax  on  Army  Officers'  pay. 
Arrangements  for  Rebate  in  Cases 
where  Pay  i^  drawn  in  South  Africa — 
Rebate  on  Colonial  Allowances,  Apr. 
IS,  639. 
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Soldiers'  Letters  containing  Money  Orders, 
Registration  of.  proposed. 
Q.     Apr,  17,  519. 

Lewis,  Island  of 

Cottars,  Opportunity  of  obtaining  Crofts— 
Delay  m  evolving  Scheme. 
Q,    Apr,  24,  1207. 

Postal   Service — Unsatisfaetory  Steamer 
Service,  Terminating  ContTAct  with 
Mr.  MacBrayne,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  24,  liW, 

Telegraph  Service,  Communication  with 
tne     Mainland— Laying    alternative 
Cable  proposed, 
Os.   Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  IS,  687 ;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  702. 

Lewis,  Mr.  H.  [Flint  Borougb»] 

Local  Governmeut  ( Wales  and  Monmoath- 
sbire)  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  16,  402. 

Leyland  and  Farington  Gas  Bill 

c.  report.*  Apr.  17,  611. 
Con.*  Apr.  23,  1073. 

Lichfield  Qaol 

Shot    Drill,    Infliction    of    Penalty    on 
Military  Prisoners— Inquiry. 
Q.    Apr.  24,  1176. 

Life  Assurance  Comiianies 

Statements  of  Accounts,  etc.,  Presented, 
Apr.  14,  121. 

Lights  and  Lighthouses 

Ireland. 

Fastnet  Lighthouse,  set  that  title. 
Lights    BcMird,    Reconstitution,    pro- 
posed. 

Q,    Apr.  17,  550. 

Shipping  Interest,  Representation 
on  tne  Board,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  21,  812. 

Reliefs— Delay  in  Lighthouse  Relie  a 
Q,    Apr.  18,  647. 

Trinity  House  —  Representation  of  the 
Snipping  Interest  upon  the  Boani, 
prop<»w. 

Q.     Apr.  21,  812. 
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Limerick 

Office  of  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths, 
Abolition  of  Dr.   Barry's  Claim  for 
ComiNinsation,    Granting   compensa- 
tion to  Widow,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  ^J,  947. 

Po«t  Office  Employees. 

A89i<tant  Saperintsndent&~FilIingup 
Vacancies  from  Outside  Offices, 
Kea8oo8  for,  Qnalitications,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  :?^,  M5. 

Extra  Attendance,  Claim  for  Over- 
time, etc. 
Q.    Apr.  i/,  20. 

Inadequacy  of  Arrangements,  Delay 
in  ma  King  Early  Provision  for 
Pressure  of  Businesf*,  etc.  — In- 
quiry. 

Q.    Apr,  14,  159. 

Evidence  of  both  Male  and  Female 
Staff. 
'     Q.     Apr.  IS,  658. 

Women  Clerks,  Detention  beyond 
Official  Time  without  Payment, 
etc. 

Q.    Apr.  14*  159. 

LimewMhing 

Regulations   as   to — Spe(*ial    E.xeeptions, 
Presented,  Apr,  14,  120. 

Limpsfield  and  Ozted  Water  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Apr.  14,  U4. 

Liquor  Traf&c  and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws 

Aflsam,  Settlement  of  Liquor  Shop*  on  Tea 
(Janlens— Te*    Planters'   Association 
ProtentA,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr  14,  141. 

Ireland. 

Belfast,  Publicans*  Licences — Objec- 
tion   to  Magistrates'  Certificate 
for  Renewal  of  Licences  in  caees 
of  Rebuilding  of  Premises. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  158. 

Illicit   DLstiUation  —  Constables    en- 
deavouring to  persuade  Persons 
to  establish  Illicit  Stills,  alleged, 
v.     Apr.  14,  155. 

Licence  Duty,  Re-mijustment  of,  as  a 
means  of  increasing  the  Revenue — 
Rateable  Value  of  Licensed  Houses 
as  a  banis,  proposed. 

O.     Mr.  Ashton,  Apr.  21,  847. 

Temperance  Drink.o  containmg  over  2  i>er 
cent,  of  Proof  Spirtt,  Duty  on — Penal- 
ties for  sale  without  Licence,  etc. 
Q.     Api\  18,  646. 

Liteannor  Harbour 

Improvements  io. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1-200. 

Lismore 

Proclamation   of    Rural    Districts  under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
0.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  575. 
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Meat,    Carriage   between  Liverpool  and 
London— Preferential  Rate  to  Foreign 
Produce,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  IS,  647. 

Liverpool  Grain  Storage  and  Transit  Com- 
pany Bill 

e.  Report.*  Apr.  22,  ©20. 

Lloyd-George,  Mr.  D.  [Carnarvon,  etc.] 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Powers  of  Military'  Authori- 
ties under  Martial  Law,  Mr.  Cart- 
wright's  original  offence,  etc.,  Ajtr.  24, 
124,5. 

Local  Government  (Walc^atd  Monmouth 
shire)  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  10,  430. 

Loan— Budget  Deficit,  Loan  of  £32,000,000 

Allotment  of — Amount  allotted  to  Ameri- 
can Hoases,  etc 
Q.     Apr.  22,  935. 

Budget  Statement,  Apr.  I4,  187. 

Nature  of  the  Loan,  Insufficient  Informa- 
tion, Price  of  Issue,  etc 
0.    Mr.  Lough,  Apr.  21,  819. 

Resolution  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  Apr.  i5, 291 ;  Report,  Apr.  17, 
623. 

Taxation  and  Lo%ns,  Question  of— Pro- 
portion of  Cost  of  South  African  War 
Contributed  from  Taxation,  Pre- 
cedents of  former  Wars — Debate  on 
the  Budget  Resolutions,  Apr.  15,  310, 
313,  316,  3*20,  321,  332;  Ajn:  21, 
844,    863,   876,  898. 

Loan  Bill 

r.   IR.*  Apr.  17,  624. 

Loan  Fund  Board,  Lreland 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr.  I4,  1 16. 

Loans 

Kgynt — Guaranteed  Loan  of  18S5,  Account 
Presented,  Apr.  15,  270;  Apr.  17, 
454. 

Greece— Loan  of  1898,  Account  Presented, 
Apr.  15,  270  ;  Apr.  17,  454. 

India,  see  that  tiile— Fioance. 

Transvaal  Loan  of  1892,  British  (lovem- 
nient  paying  Coupons  in  January  and 
July,    1901— Non-payment   in   July, 
1900. 
Q.     Apr.  IS,  641. 

Local  Anthorities 

Electric  Supply  Undertakings  —  Return 
Ordered  relatins  to  Authorised  Under- 
takingf,  Apr.  21,  795. 

Local  Govemment,  Scotland 

Counties,  Burghs  and  Parishes  -Return 
of  the  Population  and  Valuation  Pre- 
8inte<l,  Apr.  IS,  627,  635. 

Local  Government  Board 

Transferring  certain   Powers  to    County 
Councils — Attitude   of  Non- County 
Boroughs,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  148. 
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Local  Oo  vemment  Board,  Ireland 

Auditors,  Dates  of  Appointments,  Salaries, 
etc.— Return  Presented,  Apr.  16y  382. 

Local  Oovemment  Board,  Scotland 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr.  14^  117. 

Local  Oovernment  (Ireland)  ProviBional 
Orders  (Gas)  Bill 

c.  IR.*    Apr.  23,  1073. 


Local  Oovemment   Provisional 
(No.  1)  Bill 


Orders 


c.  Report*  Apr.  77,  5)1. 

3r*  Apr.  18,  632. 
/.  IR.*  Apr.  21,  111. 


Local  Government    Provisional 
(No.  2)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr.  18,  632. 

Local  Government   Provisional 
(No.  3)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr.  18,  633. 


Orders 


Orders 


Local  (Government  (Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire) Bill 

c.  2r.  Apr.  16,  383. 

Local  (Government  (Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire) Bill 

Debate  on  Second  Reading  [Common^\Apr. 
16,  383. 

County  Borouj^hs,  Omission  from 
Clause  1,  383,  437. 

County  Councils. 

Neglect  of  Powers  under  Act  of 
1888,  alleged,  415. 

Political  Bias,  alleged,  396,  411, 
419,  435. 

Power  of  Combination  conferred 
by  the  Act  of  1888,  385,  424, 
441. 

Departmental  Committee  of  1898— 
Report  406,  418, 

Devolution,  Necessity  for,  387,  393, 
397.  404,  411,  420,  427,  430,  437, 
443. 

Expense  entailed  on  Local  Authoritie.«, 
Adjustment  of  Incidence  between 
Local  Groveroment  Board  and 
Local  Authorities,  390,  402,  433. 

Joint  Counties  Board. 

Number  of  Members,  Terms  of 
Reference,  etc.,  396,  400,  422. 


Local  Oovemment  (Wales  and  Mozunouth* 
shire)  Bill— «>/*^. 

Debate  on  Second  Reading— cant. 

No  Demand  by  the  Welsh  People  for 
the  Bill,  alleged,  etc,  394,  407, 
409,  415,  422,  425,  432. 

Non-County  Boroughs  and  Urban 
District*,  Bitterness  of  feeling 
between,  alleged,  407. 

Rejection  of  Bill  by  both  Houses 
before  being  thrown  out  —  New 
Procedure,  proposed,  387,  401. 

Schedule,  Sending  to  Select  Com- 
mittee, proposed,  429,  430,  437. 

Separate  Treatment  of  Wales, 
Reasons  for,  389,  392,  406,  413, 
426,  429,  430,  445. 

*'  Special  Expenses"  Question — Objec- 
tion to  decision  of  Question  by 
Local  Authorities^  399,  433. 

Local  Loans  Fund 

National  Debt,  Reduction  of— Accounts 
of  Commissioners  Presented,  Apr.  16 
382  ;  Apr.  17,  454. 

Local  Taxation 

Ireland  and  Scotland,  Royal  Commission 
— Reports  Presented,  Apr.  14t  125 ; 
Apr.  15,  259. 

Lockwood,  Ool.  A.  [Essex,  Epping] 

Ijondon  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill, 
2R.  Apr.  17,  479. 

Teachers,  Register  of. 

Names  of  Teachers  holdingCertificates 
under  Elemental  y  Day  Schools 
Code  and  a  I'nivcrsity  Degree, 
AdraissioQ  to  Columns  A.  and  B. 
of  the  Re^ster,  Apr.  I4,  153. 

Names  of  Teachers  possessing  Cer- 
tificate under  Elementary  Day 
Schools  Code  and  teaching  in 
recognised  School  other  than 
Elementary  School  —  Placing  in 
Column  A.  of  the  Register,  Apr. 
14,  152. 

Waltham  Royal  (Junpow<ler  Factory,  Pro- 
vision of  Locker  or  Che6t  for  Charge- 
men  and  Workmen,  proposed — Men 
discharged  for  working  in  Danger 
Areas  with  Matches,  Future  Employ- 
ment, etc.,  Apr.  14,  134, 135. 
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Political  Bias  of  County  Councils*    Locomotives 

Probable     effect     on     Joint  v       ^       j>         *•        vc    •*       *  u  •*•  u 

Counties  Board,  396.  ^gypj  —  Respective    Ments   of  British, 

»  .    ^.     .     ^.         ^  ,  '  Belgian  and  American  Locomotives, 

Loans,  Authorisation -Delay  caused  Correspondence  Presented,  Apr.  14, 

by  present  system,  386.  116. 

Medical  Officers,  Number  appointed  , 

by  County  CounciU,384,  416,421,     Loder,  Mr.  G.  W.  B.  [Brighton] 

I  Parliamentary  Procedure,   New   Rules — 
Municipal  (Jovernment,  Malatlminis-  Priority    of    Government    Business, 

trAtion  by  Municipal  Authorities,  Notice  of  Suspension  of  Order,  pro- 

alleged,  402.  439.  ,  poicd,  Apr.  11,  57. 
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London 

Edacation    (England    and  AValod)   Bill- 
Application  of  Clause  18  to  London, 
y.     Apr.  :S,  652. 

Honsuig  of  the  Workioe  Clajtsei— Clerken- 
weU  and  Hoi  born  .Scheme,  Statements 
of  Modifications  Presented,  Apr,  ^4, 
911,922. 

London  and  India  Docks  (Varioos  Powers) 
Bill 

c  Report*  Apr*  2iy  921. 

London  and  North- Western  Bailway  Bill 

e.  2t.  Apr,  17,  471. 

London  and  South- Western  Bailway  Bill 
l.Zu,*  Apr,  14, 115. 

f.  IR.*  Apr,  IS,  268. 

London,  Brighton  and  South  Ooast  Bail- 
way  Bm. 

c.  Report*  Apr,  17,  511. 
com.*  Apr,  f,J,  1073. 

London  Oonnty  Council  (Money)  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Apr,  14,  124. 
lR.*^jt>r.  i^,267. 

London  County  Council   (Subways  and 
Tramways)  Bill 

r.  Report.*  Apr  25,  1316. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill 

e,  2R,  •  Apr,  tl,  771. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill 

Tramway  No.  7  (Victoria  Embankment) 
Omission  of,  proposed. 

Motion  /or  instruction  to  Com- 
mittee (Mr.  Boalnois).  Apr. 
21,  778. 

London  School  Board  (Superannuation) 
BiU 

c,  eon.   Apr.  18,  630. 
3b.*  Apr.  23,  107a 
/.  IR.*  Apr.  24,  1146. 

London  School  Board  (Superannuation) 
Bill 

Amendment  put  down  on  Consideration 
Stage  instead  of  in  Committee. 
Os,    Mr.    E.   Gray,  Apr.   18,  630: 
Mr.  Jeffreys,  631. 

London  United  Tramways  Bill 

c  Ordered,  Apr.  11,  5. 
IR.*  Apr.  14,  123. 

Londonderry,  Marquess  of  —  Potttnidster- 

General 

Attack  on— Neglect   of   Duty    as    Pobt- 
master-General,  alleged. 
Os.     Mr.   Hay,  Apr.  18,  720;  Mr. 
8.  MacNeilJ,  7*M;   Mr.  Banbury, 
726 ;  Mr.  H.  Chamberlain,  738. 

Long.  CoL 

Inspector  of  Vetorinar>'  Hospitals  in  South 
Africa,  Appointnivnt. 
Q,    Apr.  2If,    1,175. 
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Long,  Et.  Hon.  Walter— -Pre«f/^M<  of  the 

Local  Government  Board  [Bristol,  8.] 

Coronation  Celebrations,  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  sanctioning  Expenditnre 
by  Parish  Councils— Amount  to  bo 
levied,  Apr.  18, 648. 

County  Councils  —  Transferring  certain 
Powers  of  Government  Departments 
to  County  Councils,  Attitude  of  Non- 
County  Boroughs,  etc.,  Apr,  14,  148, 
140. 

Greenwich  Guardians*  Application  for 
permission  to  sell  (trove  Park  Work- 
house— Deputation,  proposed  Apr,  11, 
16. 

Islington  Guardians,  Extravagant  Ex- 
penditure, alleged— Inquiry,  Apr.  15, 
282. 

Local  Government  (Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire) Bill,  2R.  Apr.  16,  414,  436,  444. 

Poor  Law  Schools. 

Inspectors,  Appointment  of  Women, 
proposed,  Apr.  17,  637. 

Teachers  obtaining  Parchment  Certi- 
ficates by  Service  io  Poor  Law 
Schools,  Amendment  of  Article 
63  of  the  Dny  School  Code,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  24,  1193. 

Smallpox — Halfitead,  Treatment  of  Case 
in  Fever  Hospital  at  Castle  Heding- 
ham — Securing  better  Isolation,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  14,  147. 

Tottington  Workh'^use  Children,  Ill-treat- 
ment of,  alleged,  Apr.  14,  147. 

AVest  Ham  Boar.l  of  Guardians— Person 
elected  as  Guardian  for  one  Ward 
while  in  office  fur  another,  Question 
of  Disqualification,  Apr.  24,  1193. 

Longwood  Oas  Bill 

/.  Report*    Apr.  25,  1313 

Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland 

Rt.  Hon.  A.  0.  Murray. 

Lord  Chancellor 

Earl  qf  Halshury. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 

Lord  Ashbourne. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England 

Baron  Aiverstone. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

Earl  Cadogan. 

Lough,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  W.] 

Budget  Deficit-  Protest  against  method 
of  dealing  with  the  Deficit,  Additional 
Taxation,  etc.,  Apr.  21,  819. 

Corn,  (vrain,  Mea^  etc..  Re- imposition  of 
Registration  Duty,  Buduet  Proposals 
— Ai tides  iuc.udea  in  the  Pioposalsi 
Apr.  15,  281 ;  Apr.  17,  533 ;  Apr.  24, 
1186,  1187. 

{cont. 
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Lough*  Mr.  T'--cant. 

Coronation. 

Naval  Revi^jw,  Facilities  for  Members 
of  Parliament  visiting  Warships, 
Apr.  14,  139.  140. 

Wages  of  Government  W^orkinen — 
Granting;  Coronation  Holidays 
with  full  Pay,  proposed,  Apr,  I4. 
149. 

Islington  Guardians,  Extravagant  Ex- 
penditure, alleged— Inquiry,  Apr.  15, 
282. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
Supply  Bu^inesH,  Apr.  25,  1.379. 

Additional  Time,  Omission  of  Three 
Days  Limit,  proposed,  Apr.  :i!5, 
1393. 

Business  other  than  Supply  after  mid- 
night on  Supply  nights,  Apr.  25, 
1417. 

Number  of  Days  allotted  for  Supply, 
Apr.  11,  99. 

Supplementary  Estimates,  Excluding 
from  the  limit  of  the  twenty  days 
allotted  to  Supply,  proposed, 
Apr.  S5,  1385. 

Richard  Cloudesley  Charity—Distribution 
of  Income,  Trustees'  Approval  of 
Attorney  GeneraVs  Proposals— Send- 
ing Copies  of  Scheme  to  Islington 
Borough  Council,  etc.,  Apr.  17, 536. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Chequeii,  etc..  Increase  in— 
Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  15,  337; 
Apr.  21,  821. 

Ways  and  Means— Details  of  Expenditure, 
Practice  of  giving  insufficient  Ex- 
planation of  Estimates  presented, 
Apr.  21,  818,  819. 

Lowther,  Mr.  Claude  [Cumberland,  Eskdale] 

Spion  Kop  Despatches -Sir  R.  Buller's 
Criticisms  on  Sir  C.  Warren,  Apr.  21, 
800,  802  ;  Apr.  22,  925. 

Transvaal,  Financial  Condition  of —Gold 
Mines  Contrilmting  to  the  Cost  of  the 
War,  proposed,  Apr.  15,  322. 

Lowther,  Bt.  Hon.  James  [Kent,  Thanet] 

Budget— Additional  Taxation  Proposals, 
Lowering  Income  Tax  Exemption 
Limit  and  Extension  of  Indirect  Taxa- 
tion, proposed,  Apr.  I4,  204. 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill,  2r.  Apr.  22,  917. 


Lucas,  Mr.  Bt'—eont, 

Navy— con/. 

Portsmouth  Dockyard— Reduction  of 
Work  and  dismissal  of  Employees, 
Apr.  22,  930. 

Lunacy 

Scotland — Annual    Report    of    Comrois* 
sioners  Presented,  Apr.  14,  116. 

Lunatic  Asylums,  Ireland 

Dundrum  Asylum,  Delay  in  shortening 
Officials'  Hours,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  658. 

Lundon,  Mr.  W.  [Limerick,  E.] 
Ireland. 

Kilmallock,  Fair  Rents  —  Sub* Land 
Commissioners  Sitting,  Decisionfl 
of  Commissioners,  O^mmunicatr 
ing  to  parties  interested,  etc, 
Apr.  22,  940, 

Sheridan,  Ex-Sergeant,  Chargee  of 
Malicious  Injury — Compensation 
to  Mrs.  Quinlan,  Payment  by 
Taxpayers,  Refunding  Money, 
etc.,  Apr.  22,  939. 

Lsmch,  Mr. 

Arrest  on  coming  to  England— Preventing 
Mr.  Lynch  m)m  usmg  King's  Cooite 
for  recovery  of  Rents,  propojed. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  551. 

McArthur,  Mr.  0.  [Liverpool,  Exchange] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Reimposition  of 
Registration  Duty— Budget  Proposals. 

Articles  excluded  from  the  Pro- 
posals, Apr.  17,  532,  633. 

Contracts,  Exemption  of  Existing 
Contracts  from  Duty,  pro- 
pcfed,  Apr.  21,  808. 

Flour  milled  from  imported  duty 
paid  wheat,  Allo>ving  Draw- 
back on  Export,  proposed, 
Apr.  18,  645. 

Macartney,  Et.  Hon.  W.  B.  [Antrim,  S.] 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill — Instruction   to 
Committee,  Apr.  17,  494,  497. 

Ireland. 

Antrim  County,  Sliare  in  Grant  for 
Labourei-s'  Cottages,  etc.,  Apr.  14, 
154. 

Coercion,  Revival  of — Beneficial  Re- 
sults to  be  expected,  etc,  Apr,  17, 
611. 


Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 

Priority    of    Government    Busines?, 

Apr.  11,  41,  56. 
Supply  Business,  Apr.  25,  1379, 1416. 

Lucas,  Mr.  B.  [Portsmouth] 

Army    Canteens    Committee  -  Dat«    of  |  McOrae,  Mr.  G.  [Edinburgh,  E.] 
publication  of  Report,  etc.,  Apr.  2o,  \         ^^/_^    ^^^^.^     ^ , 

Na%y. 

Pensions  for  Widows  and  Orphans  of 
Men  killed  in  the  "Cobra," 
•*  Condor," and  "Mars"  Disasters 
-  Charging  Pensions  on  Public 
Funds,  proposed,  Apr.  24,  1183. 


M'Galmont,  Col.  J.  [Antrim,  K] 

Cattle  Maiming  atl^llinsloe — Punishment 
of  Offenders,  Apr.  25,  1328,  1320. 


Budget  DeBcit,  Loan  of  £32,000,000— 
South  African  War  Expenditure, 
Policy  of  Loans  v.  Taxation,  Apr.  15, 
318. 

South  African  War,  Terminal  Chai^ges, 
Amount  included  in  Estimates  of 
Expenditure  for  1901-02,^pr.  17,  531. 
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Macdona^  Mr. T.O. [South wark,  RotherhUhe]   ITLaren,  Mr.  0.  B.—ront, 


London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)   Bill,  2r,  Apr,  ;^i,  785. 

Macedonia 

Arming  of  Mussulman  Civilian  Population, 
alleged. 

Q,  Apr,  15,  278. 

British  Consul's  Reports  to  Sir  N.  O'Cunor 
during  the  last  12  months— Lnying 
upon  the  Table,  proposed. 

Q.    Apr,  15,  279. 

MGk>veni,  Mr.  T.  [Cavan,  \V.] 

Ireland. 

Enniskillen— Number  of  Boycotting 
and  Intimidation  Cases  since, 
Jan,  i,  1902 ;  Apr,  21,  815,  816. 

Land  Purchase — Applicafons  for 
advances  refused  on  giound  of 
insufficient  security.  Reduction  of 
Amount  of  Purcliase  Money,  etc. 

Q.     Apr,  -^2,  954. 

MHogh.  Mr  P.  A.     - 

Attachment  Order  against  Mr.  M'Hugh. 

Lett<>r  from  the  Judge  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice.  Presented, 
Apr.  ^4,  1266. 

Question  of  Privilege. 

Qs,    Apr  25,  1334,  1335,  1336,  1337. 

Sheridan,  Sergeant,  Prosecution  of — 
Delay  in  bringing  to  Trial,  Apr,  St, 
1199. 

Maclver*  Mr  D.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 

Budget— Agitation  against  the  Coal  Tax, 
Death  Duties,  Income  Tax,  Apr,  24, 
881. 

Income  Tax,  Increase  in— Budget  Proposal, 
Apr.  21,  881. 

London  Central  Telegraph  Office  Em- 
ployees' iJrievanco  —  (Jovernm*»nt 
Breach  of  Faith,  alleged,  Apr,  IS,  670. 


MKenxia,  Mr*  B-  [Monmouth,  N.] 

Education  (En|y>land  and  Wales)  Bill— 
Rates,  Incidence  of— Extending  Ex- 
emption in  case  of  Agricultural  Land, 
etc.,  Apr.  24, 1204. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules 

Priority  of  Government  Business — 
Noiice  of  Suspenbion  of  Order, 
proposed,  Apr.  11,  56. 

Supply  Business— Insufficient  Num- 
ber of  Days  allotted  to  Supply, 
Apr.  24, 1303. 

MKiUop,  Mr.  W.  [Sligo,  W.] 

South  African  War— Inspector  of  Veteri- 
nary Hospitals,  Appointment  of  Col. 
Long.  Apr.  24%  1175. 

MLaren*  Mr.   0.  B.  [Leicester,  Bosworth] 

Budget  Loan — Allotment  of.  Amount  al- 
lotted to  American  Houses,  etc.,  Apr, 
22,  935. 
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Kew  Gardens,  Evergreen  Trees  and  Shrubs 
Injury  by  SmoKe- laden  Air,  Apr,  15, 
282. 

Postal  Orders,  Reduction  of  Commission — 
Supplying  Books  of  Postal  Orders, 
proposed,  Apr.  17,  542. 

Secondary  Education,  Amount  spent  annu- 
al Iv  ny  County  Councils  in  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  Organising  Sec- 
retaries, etc.,  Apr.  17,  539. 

South  African  War,  Clasps — Service  in 
Natal  and  Cape  Colony,  Allowing  men 
to  hold  both  c  I  asps,  proposed.  Apr, 
15,   274 

Macnamara.  Dr.  T.  J.  [Camberwell,  N.] 

Educati(m  (England  and  Wales)  Bill — 
Clause  18  (1)  «S:  (2),  Application  to 
London,  Apr.  18,  652. 

Evening  Schools —  Regulations,  Laying 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House — Omb- 
sion  of  Stipulation  from  latest  Regu- 
lations, Apr,  18,  651. 

London  School  Board  (Superannuation) 
Bill,  con,  Apr.  18,  632. 

MacNelH,   Mr.   Swift  [Donegal,  S.] 

Despatches — Omissions  from  Official  Des- 
patches, Adoption  at  the  War  Office  of 
Koreign  Office  method  of  signifying 
omissions  by  Asterisks,  Apr,  21, 
801 ;  Apr.  22,   927. 

Ireland. 

Conolly  Estate,  Ballysliannon— Ex- 
pediting Sale  to  Tenants,  Apr,  I4, 
154. 

Fishery  Lawi>,  Breaches  of — Reduction 
of  Fines  by  the  Iri^h  Executive, 
Reasons  for,  Apr,  22,  942. 

O'Connor,  Inspect  or,  refusing  to  carry 
out  Order  of  Magistrates  at  Bally- 
shannon  Petty  Ses-sions—  Inquiry. 
Apr,  11,   18. 

Tipperary  Coronership  —  Authority 
responsible  for  givmg  Official 
Notice  of  Vacancy,  County  Coun- 
cil of  South  Riding  taking  part 
in  Elections,  etc.,  Apr.  17,  ^8, 549 

Lichfield  Gaol,  Infliction  of  Shot  Drill  at 
Apr.  24,   1176. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 

Priority  of  Government  Busines*, 
Apr.  11,  45,  47,  56. 

Supply  Business —  Motions  made  by 
Ministers  of  the  Crown— Objec- 
tions to  exceptional  privileges  for 
Ministers,   Apr,    11,    80. 

Postmnster-General  sitting  in  the  House 
of  Lords — Unsatisfactory  Representa- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  in  Parliament, 
Apr.  18,  723. 

South  African  War. 

Botha's,  Gen.,  House  at  Waterfall 
Vreheid  —  Destruction  by  the 
British,  alleged,  Apr,  11, 8. 
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MacKeill,  Mr.  B.—catit 
South  African  War — conf. 
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Ladysmith — Sir  R.  Buller  s  Heliogram 
lo  Sir  G.  While,  Pablication  of 
Text,  proposed,  Apr,  21^  799 ; 
Apr,  23,  926. 

Military  Priftoneni,  Deteotton  in 
custody  on  the  termination  of 
tlie  War,  Apr.  :.'4,  1169,  1170. 

Sp'on  Kop  Despatches. 

Eliminated  Passa^res not  indicated 
by  Aftterisks,  Apr.  21,  801  ; 
Apr.  !?i,  927. 

Warren,  Sir  C. 

Criticism  of,  by  Sir  R.  Buller, 
Apr.  22,  925. 

Deapatch  reflecting  on  Mili- 
tary Capacity  —  Publi- 
cation of,  Apr,  22,  925, 
926. 

Statement  laid  before  Com- 
mander-in-Chief on  yat)i- 
drawal  from  Natal  Com- 
mand, Withholdins  Docu- 
ment from  Publication, 
A  in-,  SI,  801. 

Sutherland  Skirmi^Il— Lord  Kitchener 
withholding  details  of  Engage* 
mentj  Apr,  11,  8. 

Tweefontein    Incident  —  Number   of 
Cartridges  taken  by  the  Boers. 
Q,     Apr.  24,  1176. 

Villebois-Mareuil,  Vicomte,  asking 
permission  to  send  Medical  Neces- 
saries to  the  Boers,  Apr,  11,  9, 

Tea  Duty — Protest  asainst  over-taxation 
of  Ireland,  Apr,  15,  367. 

Wolseley's,  Lord,  Visit  to  South  Africa — 
Hefuaal  of  Facilities  to  vi<«it  Battle- 
fields, alleged,  Apr,  24,  1172,  1173. 

M*Veagh,  Mr.  J.  [Down,  S.] 

Belfast  Coiporation  Bill — Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr,  17,  499. 

Civil  Service,  Boy  Copyists,  Difficulty  in 
obtaining  Employment  on  Discharge, 
low  rate  of  Pay,  etc.,  Apr,  17,  ^\, 


MTeagh,  Mr.  J.—cont, 

Political  PrisonprSjTreatmentin  Eoropean 
Countries,  l"^ cited  States,  and  British 
Colonies^Consular  Return,  proposed, 
Apr.  17,  545  ;  Apr.  $4,  1185. 

Trusts.  Formation  of,  in  England — Ap- 
pointment of  C^mnuBsion,  proposed, 
Apr,  24,  1205. 

Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
Ireland 

Number     of  —  Proportion     of      Roman 
Catholics. 
Q.     Apr,  25,  1329. 

Vaccination       Exemption      CertiBcates. 

I  Magistrates   refusing   to   grant,    see 

Vaccination— Exemption  Certificates. 

I  Mail  Service 

Cape  Mails  Contract — UnniBoessary  delay 
in  Transit,  alleged. 
Q,     Apr,  25,  1827. 

Malcolm,  Mr.  Ian  [Suffolk,  Stowmarket] 

Cart  Wright,  Mr.  .\.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony —  Administration  of  Martial 
Law,  etc.,  Apr.  24,  1253. 

Horses  for  the  Army. 

Colonies— Existence  of  Horse-breed- 
ing Establishments  or  Depdts, 
Apr.  21,  803. 

Remount  Depots  in  Canada,  Establish- 
ment of,  proposed,  Apr,  I4,  131, 
132. 

South  African  War. 

Canned  Provisions — Number  of  Con- 
tracts held  respectively  by  Cana- 
dian and  American  ^imis,  Apr, 
1^,132;   Apr,  21,9^, 

Spion  Kop  DespatcheH— Publication 
of  previonsfy  nnpnb1i»hed  Des- 
patches, Apr,  21,799,  800. 

Mall  to  Charing  Oross  Bead 

Date  of  Opening  Road. 
Q,    Apr,  24,1195. 


Florida  Coast  Defences— British  Naval  ur^u^itr  iCail  flArv4/*A 
Attache^  at  Washington  taking  sound-  ,  ^allaig  Mail  Ber^ce 
ings  of  HarlH»ur,  etc.,  alleged,  Apr.  25,  '  ^  nsatisfactory  bteam 


1325. 

Ireland. 

Crimes  Act  Pi oaecutions— Treatment 

of  Political  Prisoners  in  Ireland,    Malt  Adjuncts 

Increase  in  use  of. 


nsatisfactory  Steamer  Service,  Terminat- 
ing Contract  with  Mr.  MacBrayne, 
proposed. 
Q,    Apr,  24,  1190. 


Assimilating    to    Treatment    in  1 
other   Civilised    Countries,   etc, 
Apr.  17,  545. 

Dromore  Riots,  Prosecution* — Wit- 
nesses failing  to  Identify  the 
Accused,  Non-committal  for  Con- 
tempt of  Court,  etc.,  Apr.  24, 1 197, 
1198. 

Magistrates  nnd  Judge",  Numljer  of 
— Proportion  of  Roman  Catholics, 
Apr,  25,  1329. 
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0,    Sir  C.  Quilter,  Apr,  23,  1128. 

Use  of  in  Brewing. 

American  Brewers.  Percentage  of  Malt 
Adjuncts  used  by. 
0,    Mr.  Price,  Apr,  23,  1102. 

Health.    Effect   on  —  Mr.   Salamon*s 
Evidence. 
Vs.     Mr.  ¥\o^er,  Apr,  23, 1084  ; 
Mr.  G.  Boscawoo,  1104. 

cont. 
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Apr,    11 — Apr,    25, 
Malt  Adjuncts— con^  liansfleld,  Mr.  B,.—cont. 

U^  Qf ^^^^  Volunteers'  Service  Dreiw— Clothing  Ke- 

.  ,    ,      ,'  emits  in  the  new  Service  Dre«8,  Ke- 

Limitation  to  16"^                                   t  taining  Old  Pattern  for  Trained  Men 

0*.     Mr.    Tomhnson,    Apr.    23,  ,  until  it  is  worn  out,  Apr.  18,  642. 

1079;  Mr.  Flower,  1084 :  Mr.    -_  ^    ^        ,  ^      .               ^ 

Gretton.  1070;     Mr.   Price,   Manufactured  Ooods 

1101 ;  Sir  E.  Saw^oon.   1108;  Export    of  —  Import    Duties    levied    m 


Mr.  Stevenson,  1130  ;   Sir  M. 
U.  Beach,  1139. 

Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

/.     IR.*  Apr.  14.  115. 
2R.*    Apr.  :^2,  910. 

Manchester  Duke  of 

Binkruptcy — Order  of  Annul mont Presen- 
ted, Apr.  17,  477. 

Manchester  Distoict  Telephone  Board  Bill 

/.     2R.*  Apr.  17,  453, 

Manchester  and  Liverpool  Electric  Ex- 
press Bailway  Bill 

r.     eon.*  Apr,  I4,  123. 

3R.  ♦  Apr.  17,  511. 
/.     IR,  •  Apr.  18,  626. 

2R.*  Ap9.  26,  1314. 

Manila  Fibre 

United  States  Imports  from  the  Philip- 
pines—Preferential Kate. 

a*.     Apr.  15,  279  ;  Apr.  17,  627. 

'Manilla,"  Transport 

Numl)ei  of  men  sent  down  to  the  Docks 
in  exctss  of  number  emitarking, 
alleged. 

(4.     Apr.  18,  638. 

Manorhamilton 

Proclamation  of    Rural    Districts    under 
Cri'iie^  (Ireland)  Act  of  1S87. 
O.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  576. 

Mansfield,  Mr.  H.  [Lincoln,  Spalding] 

Coronation  Celebrations— Parish  Councils, 
Local  Government  Board  sanctioning 
Expenditure,  Amount  to  be  levied, 
Apr.  18,  648. 

Horse-breed inc — Continental  Stud^  Re- 
port and  inspection  of,  \%ith  a  view  to 
S'ving  information  to  Farmers  and 
orse- breeders,  proposed,  Apr.  22, 
937. 

Horses  for  the  Army. 

Breeding  in  England,  Encooragement 
of,  Apr.  17,  541. 

Purchase  of  Horses. 

Instructions  to  Officers  purchasing 
abroad,  Apr.  17,  518. 

Nnml*er  purchased  during  March, 
etc.,  Apr.  It,  11. 

Preston,  Purchase  of  Horses  at, 
alleged,  Apr.  11,  12. 

Horse  and  Mule  Breeding  in  India,  Failure 
of— Report-  of  (V>m mission  of  Inquirj' 
Copies  for  Memliers,  Ajtr.  22,  931.         ; 

South    African    War  —  Colonial    Troops,  , 
Rate  of  Pay,  Apr.  75,  272.  \ 
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European  Countries,  United  Stages 
and  JapHU  on  Produce  and  Mannfac* 
turei  of  the  Unired  Kingdom  -Return 
Ordered,  Api\  2J,,  1168. 

Taxation  of  Foreign  Manufactures,  pro 
posed. 
ll*'f€renc€s  to,  in  Debate  on  th^  Budget, 
Apr.   14,  180,207,  209.  224,  230; 
Apr.  22,  1001.  1003,  1027 


Insurance  Bill 

/.     2r.  Apr.  17,  457. 

com.  and  Report,  Apr,  18,  629. 

Marines 

Pay — Increase  in  Pay  to  correspond  with 
Army  Additional  Pay,  propoeed. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  276. 

Markets  and  Fairs  (Wei^^iing  of  Cattle) 
Act,  1891. 
Returns     under  — Weekly     instead     of 
Quarterly  Publication,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  539. 

Markham,  Mr.  A.  B.  (Notts,  Mansfield) 
Cart\vrighc,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony— Defence  of  Mr.  Cartwrignt, 
etc,  Apr,  s*4,  1257. 

•SJohannesburg  Star" — Articles  enclose! 
in  Lord  Milner's  Despatch,  26th  April, 
1899,  not  reprinted,  Apr.  18,  636,  637  ; 
Apr.24y  1170,  1171. 

Philippines,  Exports  of  Hemp — Preferen- 
tial Rate  in  favour  of  America,  Apr, 
15,  279,  280;  Apr.  17.  527. 

South  African  Leainie — ^^Withdrawal  of 
Permission  to  hold  meetings  in  South 
Africa  during  the  War,  proposed, 
Apr.  18,  636;  Apr,  2$,    1175. 

South  African  War. 

Boer  Farms,  Sale  of,  Apr,  15, 329, 330. 

Method     of     ascertaining     that 
owners  were  Alive    and   on 
Commando,  Di»*po8al  of  Pro- 
ceeds  of     Sales    of    Farms 
belonging     to    dead    Boers, 
Apr.  17,  515. 
Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony— Deten- 
tion of  Briti^h  Subjects  in  South 
Africa,  Apr.  18,  636. 

Transvaal,  Financial  Condition  of — Con- 
tribution to  the  cost  of  the  war. 
Pleii  for  moderation  in  taxing  the 
gold  industry,  Apr.  15,  327,  330. 

*  Mars"  HM.8. 

Gun  Explosion. 

V.     Apr.  15,  277. 

Inquest — Conduct  of  District  Inspec- 
tor Wade. 

Q.     Apr   ,V,  944. 

Pensions  for  Widows  and  Children 
of  Men  Kille<l,  Aognientatiou 
of,  proposed. 

Q.     Apr.  24,  US:^, 


Mar— Mer] 
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Martial  Law 

Definition  of. 

Os.    Mr.  J.  Morley,  Apr.  24,  1213  ;  Sir 
R.  Reid,  1241. 

Military  Law  and  Martial  Law,  Distinc- 
tion between. 

O.     Lord  Alveratone,  Apr,  24,  1154. 

Military  Necessity  the  only  Justification. 

Os,     Lord   Alveratone,  Apr.   24^   1155, 

1158;    Mr.   J.   Morley,   1213;    Mr. 

Bryce,  1237  ;  Sir  R.  Reid,  1241  ;  Mr. 

Verburj^h,  1248  ;  Mr.  Asqnith,  1250. 

(5<jc  al*o  titles    Cartwright   and    South 
•African  War.) 

Matrimonial    Oauses    Acts  Amendment 
Bill 

/.  2r.  Apr.  17,  457. 

Com.  and  Keport,  Apr.  18,  629. 
3rv».  Apr.  24,  1164. 

Mauritius 

Sugar  Iiidu-try— Government  As^iatance 
to  Sng«r    Growers,   Indian  Counter- 
vailing Duties. 
Q.     Apr.  2A  932. 

Maximite 

New  Explosive.  Result^  of  Experiments- 
Report  to  the  Admiraltv,  etc. 
Q,    Apr,  U,  140. 

Mayo 

Proclamation  of  Various  Rural  Districts 
under  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
O,    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,  17,  575. 

Meal 

Duty  on— Budget  Proposal,  see  title,  Com, 
Grain,  Meal,  etc. 

Meat 

Glasgow  Meat  Inspection  By-laws— Ex- 
emption of  Irish  Pork,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr,  IS,  654. 

Railway    Rates   between   Liverpool    and 
Ix)ndon,  Preferential  Rate  to  Foreign 
Protluce,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  IS,  647. 

Shortage  of  Supply,  alleged— Removal  of 
Rfstrictions      on      Importation     of 
Canadian  Store  Cattle,  proposed. 
Qs.    Apr,  17,  540 ;  Apr.  21,  813. 

Meat  Marking  (Ireland)  Bill 

r.  2r,*  Apr.  10,  451. 

Medals 

Coronation  MedaU— Date  of  Issue,  Cost, 
etc. 

Q.     Apr,  St,  809. 

Medals  and  Clasps 

Natal  and  Cape  Colony,  Service  in— 
Allowing  men  to  hold  both  Clasps, 
proposed. 

Q.    Apr,  15,  274. 

Tientsin,  Military  operations  in  1900— 
Issue  of  Clasps  to  British  Forces, 
proposed. 

Q.     Apr.  24.  1184. 

Medical  Oomforts  for  the  Boers 

See  South  African  War. 
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Medical  Officers 

Scotland— Number  of  Parochial  Medical 
Officers  in  Crofting  Counties  not 
possessing  Public  Health  Diploniiis 
r»'quir«l  under  Public    Health  Act, 

1897. 

Q.     Apr.  24,  1194. 

Medicines 

Patent  Medicines,  Selling  without  affixing; 
Stamps— Penalties    paid    to    Inland 
Revenue      Authoritiee    —    Amount 
awarded  to  the  Informer. 
<^.     Apr.  15,  281. 

Mediterranean 

Naval  Coal  Snppli«»s,  Shortage  of, alleged— 
Attention  paid  hy  the  Admiralty  to 
Confidential  Statement*,  etc. 
Q.    Apr,  14,  138. 

'*  Medusa,"  H.M.a 

Diirr  Boilers,  Difficulties  in  fitting  owing 
to  limited  sp%ce,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr,  22,  929. 

Fan  Engines  and  Fan  for  supplying  forced 
draught,  Method  of  fitting. 
Q,    Apr,  25,  1324. 

Members  of  Parliament 

Civil  Servants  and  Parliamentary 
Pre  sure— Civil  Servants*  Misuse  of 
Electoral  Power,  alleged. 

Os,  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr,  18,  680  ; 
Mr.  K-arley,  681 :  Mr.  Bartley, 
682;  Mr.  Duke,  713;  Mr.  Hay, 
720;  Mr.  Banbury,  ?26.  728; 
Mr.  FieW,  729. 

Coronation 

Naval     Review,    Members     visiting 
Warships. 

Q,    Apr,  14.  139. 

Procession,  Facilities  for  Members  to 
view 

Q.     Apr.  14,  149. 

M-Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A.,  AttAclmient  Onler 
against,  sec  M'Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A. 

Payment  of  Members 
0.     Mr.  A.  Davie?,  ^pr.  21,  871. 

Mercantile  Marine 

Admiralty  Subvention  of  Merchant 
Steamers    for    War   Service  —  Com- 

Sanies  Substituting  Foreign  Flag  for 
British,  Admiralty  enforcing  right  of 
pre-emption  in  such  a  case. 
Q,    ^pr.  ^-^,1181. 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  see  that  title. 

Coal     Export   Duty    and    the    Shipping 
Interest. 
0,    Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  Apr.  14, 166. 

Signalling  by  Night — Adaptation  of  new 
International    Code     by    means   of 
Coloured  Lamp^  proposed. 
Q,     Apr,  25, 1326. 

Merchant  Taylors'  School 

Dismissal    of   three   AssistaDt   Masters, 
Question    of    Pensions  —  Board   of 
Education     Jurisdiction     over     the 
School,  etc. 
Qs,  Apr,  17,  637. 
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[Met— Mor 

Apr,    11 — A^^'    -^• 

'  Milner,  Lord— co»^. 

I         Joh&Dnesbarff  Speech,  Predicting  a  Popu- 
'  lation  of  r  ive  Millions—"  EconomiBt" 

Metropolitan  Oattle  Market  i  Commenting  on  Mining  in  the  Trans- 

Acooont  of   Moneys  received   and    paid,  '  Ya&\, 

Presented,  Apr.  14,  116.  I 

MetropoUtan  PoUce   Provisional   Order!  Mines 


Methnen,  Lord 

see  South  African  War. 


0.    Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Apr.  I4,  197- 


BilL 
/.  2b.*  Apr.  f5,  1315. 

Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.    [Staffordshire, 

Handsworth] 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony  nnder  Martial  Law.  Apr.  t4, 
1220. 

Mexborongh  and  Swinton  Tramways  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Apr.  14,  114. 

Middlesex    County  Council   Tramwajrs 
Bill 

/.  2R.*  Apr.  SI,  774. 


,  Cork  I 

Proclamation    of   Rural  and  Urban  Dis- 
tricts under  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1 
1887. 
0.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,  17, 575. 


Counties  Junction    Railways 
(Sales)  Act  1901  (Amendment)  Bill. 

/.  Bill  not  to  be  further  proceeded  with, 
Apr.  15,  267. 

Midland  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Com.*  Apr.  11,3. 
3R.*  Apr.  15,  287. 
/.  \^*  Apr.  i7, 454. 
2R.*  Apr.  S4,  1146. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  (No.  1) 
BUI 

f.  2R.*  Apr.  14,  122. 

Com.  and  Report*  Apr.  15,  266. 
3k.*  Apr.  17,455. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  (No.  2) 
BU 

c.  IR.*    Apr.  11,  :i. 
2R.*    Apr.  22,  919. 

Military  Prisoners 

Shot  I>rill — Infliction  of  Penalty  at  Lich- 
field Gaol,  Inquiry. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1176. 

Milk-blended  Butter 

see  Butter. 

Millstreet 

Proclamation  of    Rural    Districts    under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 

Os.     Mr.  Wyndham.  Apr.  17,  575  ; 
Mr.  Sheehan,  583. 

Milner,  Lord 

Despatch  of   26th  April,    1899— Articles 
from  the  **  Johannesburg  Star  "  not  re- 
printed. 
Qs.    Apr.  i5,  636 ;  Apr.  t4,  1170. 
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Reports  of  Inspectors  for  1901  Presented^ 
Apr.  14.  118. 

Mitckelstown,  Cork 

Proclamation  of   Rural  Districts    under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  676. 

Money  Orders 

Belgium,  Exchange  of  Money  Orders 
oetween  Great  Britain  and  Belsium — 
Copy  of  Agreement  Presented,  Apr. 
14,  118. 

Soldiers'  Letters  containing  Money  Orders, 
Registration  of,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  519. 

Monkswell,  Lord 

Cordite  and  Small  Arms  Ammunition, 
Supplies  in  1895  —  Mr.  Brodrick's 
Statements  with  reference  to  Sir  H. 
Campbell  -  Bannerman's  War  Office 
Admmistration,  Apr.  17 ^  459,  475. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  17,  455  ; 
com.,  Apr.  18,  628;  Rep.,  Apr.  24^ 
1148. 

Monnow  Boad  School 

Sanctioning  as  Higher  Elementary  School, 
London   School    Board    withdrawing 
Application. 
Q.     Apr.  11,  17. 

Moon,  Mr.  B.  B.  P.  [St.  Pancras] 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  fi,  786. 

Mooney,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co.,  S.] 

Belfast,  Publicans'  Licences— Objection  to 
Magistrate's  Certificate  for  Renewal 
of  Licences  in  cases  of  Rebuilding  of 
Premises,  Apr.  14y  158. 

Moore,  County  Court  Judge 

Statement  at  Clonmel  Quarter  Sessions 
concerning  People  of  Ardfinnan. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1201. 

Moray  Firth 

Trawling 

Return  showing  Names  and  Nation- 
alities of  Foreign  Trawlers  1898- 
1902,  Presented,  Apr.  21,  795. 

Trawlers    Fishing   under  a   Foreign 
Flag,  in  reality  the  Property  of 
Grimsby  Trawl  Owners. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  654. 

Morgan,  Mr.  D-  J.  [Essex,  Walthamstow] 

Post  Office  Employees'  Grievances,  Sani. 
tary  Arrangements  in    Post   Offices 
etc.— Inquiry,  proposed,  Apr.  18,  717* 

Stan^  Daty  on  Cheques,  etc.,  Increase  in 
— Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  16,  344. 
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Apr.    11 — 

Morgan,  Mr.  Lloyd  [Carmarthen,  W.] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  on — Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  22,  1006. 


Morley,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  [Montrose,  etc.] 

C»rt%vright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Invasion  of  Personal  Rigbt, 
Powers  of  Military  Authorities  under 
Martial  Law,  etc.,  Apr.  14,  127,  128  ; 
Apr.  17,  516,  517  ;  Apr.  24,  1171, 1172, 
1208. 

Morley  Bstate 

Sale  to  Land  Speculators — Purchasers  en- 
forcing Arrears,  Proclamation  of  Dis- 
trict, etc. 
O.     Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  17, 593. 

Morocco 

Russian  and  French  Squadron,  Visit  to 
Tangier — Meeting  concerted  with  the 
Spanish  Government,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  IS,  280 

MosSf  Mr.  S.  [Denbighshire,  E.] 

Local  Government  (Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire) Bill,  2r.  Apr.  16,  424. 

Motor  Cars 

Speed,  Authority  regulating — Maximum 
Speed,  etc. 

Q.     Apr.  14,  144. 

Moulton,  Mr,  J.  F,  [Cornwall,  Launceston] 
Beer  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  23,  1114. 

Mules 

India — Failure  of  Mule- Breeding,  Report 
of  Commission  of  Inquiry — Copies  for 
Members. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  931. 

Municipal  Corporations 

fiexhill.  Borough  of — Charter  of  Incorpora- 
tion, Presented,  Apr.  I4,  121,  135. 

Munster 

Census  Returns  Presented,  Apr,  I4, 118. 

Munster,  Earl*  of 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
his  brother,  Apr.  I4,  113. 

Murphy,  Mr.  J.  [Kerry,  E.] 

Ireland 

Faha — Number  of  Police  employed  in 
nrotection  of  Mr.  M.  Bernard, 
Yearly  Expense  in  Salary,  etc., 
Apr.  15,  285. 

Killamey  House,  Police  Protection — 
Amount  of  Salary,  Withdrawal  of 
Policeman,  proposed,  Apr.  17, 544. 

Murray*  Bt.  Hon.  A.  G. — Lord  AdvoccUe 
[Buteshire] 

Aberdften  Tramways  Bill — Holding  In- 
quiry in  Edinburgh,  Apr.  t4,  1194. 

Oarioway  and  Stoinoway,  Road  between— 
Delay  in  completion^  Apr.  I4, 160. 
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Apr.    25. 

Murray,  Bt  Hon.  A-  O.-  cont. 

Coronation  Celebrations — Permission  to 
Scottish  Parish  Councils  to  meet  ex- 
penses out  of  Compulsory  Rate,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  17,  543  ;  Apr.  21,  812. 

Hospitals,  Establishment  and  Maintenance 
m  the  Highlands— Legislation,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  11,  18 ;  Apr.  17,  543. 

North  Sea  Fisheries  —  Closing  certain 
Areas  against  Trawlers,  propoeeu, 
Apr.  21,  812. 

Pork,  Importation  of  Irish  Pork  into 
Ulasg[ow — Exemption  from  Meat  In- 
spection By-laws,  proposed,  Apr,  18, 
655. 

Trawling  in  Moray  Firth—Trawlers  fish- 
ing under  a  Foreign  Flag  in  reality  the 
property  of  Grimsby  Trawl  Owners, 
Apr.  18,  654. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill 

/.  2R.  Apr.  17,  455. 
Com.,  Apr.  17,  628. 
Report,  Apr.  18, 628  ;  Apr.  24,  1 148. 
3R.*  Api'.  25,  1316. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill 

Colonies,  Question  of  extending  applicSr* 
tion  of  the  Bill  to. 
Os.     Earl  of  Onslow,  Lord  Monk«well, 
Earl  of  Halsbury,    Apr.   18,  628; 
Earl  of  Onslow,  Apr.  24,  1148. 

Piracy  of  Musical  Works,  Extent  of  Evil 
— iJitficulty  of  obtaining  redress,  etc. 
Provisions  of  the  Bill. 

O.     Lord  Monks  well,  Apr.  17, 455. 

Nannetti,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Dublin,  College  Green] 

Ireland. 

Dublin. 

Metropolitan  Police,  Delay  in 
publishing  Statistical  Tables 
— Salary  of  Chief  Commis- 
sioner, etc.,  Inclosion  in  Re- 
ports, proposed,  Apr.  24%  1196. 

Sorting  Office,  Extra  Duty— Rate 
of  Payment  fur  three  Attend- 
ances, etc.,  Apr.  14,  160. 

Fastnet  Lighthouse  —  Lenticular 
Apparatus,  Order  given  to  Messrs. 
Chance,  Apr.  24,  1203. 

Post  Office  Employees'  Grievances,  Com- 
mittee of  inquiry,  piopoeed — Dablin 
Employees'  Grievances,  Promotion  of 
Strangers,  •*  Trippage "  Allowance, 
etc,  Apr.  18,  740. 

Public  Offices  Dublin  BUI,  ,2r.  Apr.  SI, 
907. 

Tower  of  London  Painting  Contract,  Con- 
tractor not  paying  Current  R«t«  of 
Wages  —  Breach  of  Fair  Wage 
Resolution^  Apr.  18,  643. 

National  Debt 

Amendment  of  Law — Budget  Rpso^ution, 
Apr,  16,  367 ;  Report,  Apr.  17,  624. 

Annuities — Account  Presented,  Apr,  14^ 
120;  Apr,24tlWit  1169. 

Budget  Statement^  Apr,  14,  170l 
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lYational  Debt— ro«^ 

Reduction  of — Accoaots  of  CommissionerB 
Presented,  Apr.  16,  382 ;  Apr,  17,  454. 

Sinking  Fanrl,  Sa ^pension  of 

Budget  Statement  and  Debate,  Apr, 
14,  17o,  191. 

Debate  on  the  Bud^^et  Keflolntions, 
Apr.  l'»,  314,  317 ;  Apr.  Jl,  835, 
863,900. 

National  Income  and  Expenditure 

see  titles  Revenue  and  £xpeniiture  and 
Bu«lget. 

National  €hillery 

Turner  Drawings  store<l  in  Boxes.  Distri- 
bution amongstotlierPictureGalleries, 
proposed. 

Q.     Apr.  18,  650. 

National  Gallery,  Scotland 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr.  14,  119. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland 

Pension  Fund— Return. 
^.     Ajtr.  17,  546. 

Total  Income,  Metliod  of  Investment, 
etc.,  from  1880-1901  —  Return 
Ordered,  Apr,  J  J,  924. 

Residual  Grant,   1900-1901,  Payment  of 
Balance. 
Q.     Apr,  15,  285. 

Salaries 

Delay  in  Payment  to  Second  Assistant 
in  Roll  No.  1754. 
Q.     Apr.  14,  155. 

Determination       of        Consolidated 
Salaries — Remissness  on  part  of 
the  Board,  alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  15,  286. 

National  Telephone  Oompany  (Kingston- 
upon-HuU)  Bill  ^^ 

I.    2R.*  Apr.  15,  258. 

National  TelephoneOompany  (Manchester 
Area)  Bill 

/.    2b.*  Apr.  17,  453. 

Naval  Prize  Bill 

/.     Com.*,  Apr.  17,  458. 

Report*  Apr.  17,  458 ;  Apr.  24,  1164. 
3R.*  Apr.  Ho,  1316. 

Naval  Store  Depdt 

West    India    Docks  —  Re-vaccination   of 
Workmen,  Placing  Disabled  Men  on 
Lifrht  Work,  etc. 
Q.    Apr,  ei,  803. 
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First  Zord— Earl  of  Sel borne. 
Secretary—Mr,  H.  O.  Amold-Forster. 
Civil  Lord— Mr.  E.  G.  Pretyman. 

Boilers 

''Diadem,"     Nature     of     Repairs- 
Tenders  From  Private  Firms,  etc. 
Qs,     Apr,    17,  524;    Apr,    18, 
643. 
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"Meilnaa,"    H.M.S.  —  Diirr    Boilers, 
Difliculties    in  fitting  owing   to 
limite<l  space,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  22,  929. 

Bread,  Waste  of— Baking  Bread  on  board 
each  ship,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr.  17,  522. 

•'  Centurion  "—Baking  Bread  on  the  Ship 
itself,  Success  of  Ex[>eriment. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  523. 

Clothing,  Rise  in  Price  of  Serge,  Flannel 
etc— Retlucing  to  previous  Price, 
prono8»Ml. 

Q.     Apr.  15,  276. 

Coal 

Mediterranean  Supplies,  Shortage  of, 
alleged— Attention    paid   by  the 
Admiralty  to  Confidential  State- 
ments, etc. 
Q.  Apr  14,  138. 

Mixed  Coal— Results  of  Experiments 
Q.     Apr.  14,  140. 

Patent  Fuel,  Amount  made  of  CardifT 
Coal — Distribution  among  Depots 
Abroad. 
Q.    Apr,  11,  14. 

Scottish    Coal    Experiments  —  Com- 
parison with  Welsh  Coal. 
Q.     Apr.  11,  15. 

Coronation  Review— Facilities  for  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  visiting  Warships. 
Q.     Apr,  14,  139. 

"  Diadem,"  sec  that  title. 

*'  Discovery  "—Taking  out  of  Sale  List, 
Refitting  for  Conveying  Persons  to 
Coronation  Naval  Review,  alleged. 
Q.  Apr.  21,  804. 

Dockyards,  see  that  title. 
Engineering  Branch 

Assistant  Engineers,  Promotion,  Aver- 
age Age— Comparisons  with  Pay- 
master  Branch. 
Q.     Apr.  S2,  93a 

Examinations   for     Temporary    En- 
gineers in  January  and  Aiarch— 
Number  of  Candidates,  etc. 
Q.    Apr!  S^llSl. 

Vacancies,  Number  of. 
Q.    Apr,  2!f,  1180. 

Expenditure 

Army  and  Navy  Expenditure,  Ratio 
between— Distribution  of  Expen- 
diture between  diflferent  Objects 
without  regard  to  their  reUtive 
importance. 

O,    Mr.  W.  ChurchUl,  Apr,  11, 
238.  »    ^      ^» 

Comparison  of  the  Expenditurn  of 
Great  Britain  with  that  of  France 
and  Germanr.  « 

0.    Mr.  Haldane,  Apr.  21,  83L 
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Fleets  of  the  World,  Battleships,  Cruisers, 
Torpedo  Boats,  etc.,  Date  of  Launch, 
Displacement  and  Armaments — Re- 
turn Ordered,  Apr.  es,  1319. 

Gunnery  Practice,  Prizes  for  Marksman- 
ship— Case  of  Petty  Officer  Grounds. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  275. 

**  Mars,"  H.M.S.,  Gun  Explosion,  «fe  title 
"Mars." 

Maximito,  Results  of  Experiments — Re- 
port to  the  Admiralty,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  U,  140. 

"Medusa,"  H.M.S.,  see  that  title. 

Organisation,  Unpreparedness  for  War — 
Lord  C.  Beresford's  Statement,  Con- 
sistency with  Admiralty  Regulations. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  137. 

Pay — Increase  in  Pay  of  Bluejackets  and 
Stokers    to    correspond    with  Army 
additional  Pay,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  15,  276. 

Paymasters — Assistant  Paymasters,  Pro- 
motion, Average    Age — Comparisons 
with  Engineering  Branch,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  '^2,  930. 

Pensions  of  Widows  and  Children  of  Men 
killed  in  the  **  Cobra,"  "  Condor  " 
and  *'  Mars  "  Disasters. 

Augmentation  of  Pensions,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1183. 

Charging  Pensions  on  Public  Funds 
instead  of  on  Funds  of  Greenwich 
Hospital,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1183. 

Rations,  W^aste  of  Bread — Baking  Bread 
I  board  each  Sh' 
q.     Arr.  17,  51 
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on  lx>ard  each  Ship,  proposed 


Shipbuilding  Arrears— Report  of  Depart- 
mental Committee 
Date  of  Circulation  amongst  members. 
Q.     Apr.J4,UM. 

Report  Presented,  Apr.  14,  117. 

"  Spartiate  " — Nature  and  Cost  of  Repairs. 
Qs.     Apr.  17,  525  ;  Apr.  ti2,  929. 

Submarine  Boats 

Photographs  of  Boats,  Publication  of, 
in  Illustrated  Paper. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  14. 

Utility  of  Vessels,  Result  of  Trials. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  14. 

**  Terrible,"  Prizes  for  Gunnery  Practice — 
Ca«e  of  Petty  Officer  Groimds. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  275. 

Victualling  Reform — Opportunity  for  Dis- 
cussion of  the  Victualling  Vote. 
Q.     Apr.  Jl,  805. 

Netherlands 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  14,  119. 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Bill 
/.  Report*,  Apr  24,  114« 
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Bill 

/.  IR.*  Apr.  14,  115. 
2R.*  Apr.  21,  774. 

New  Writs 

Donegal,  West,  Apr.  18,  659. 
Woolwich,  Borough  of,  Apr.  21,  Til- 

Newport  Oorporation  Bill 

/.  2&.*  Apr.  18,62o. 

Nicaragua  Oanal 

see  Isthmian  Canal. 

Nicol,  Mr.  D.  N.  [Argyll] 

Highland  Regiments,  Abolition  of  the 
Kilt,  alle^,  Apr.  I4, 131. 

Nigeria 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr.  15,  270 ;, 
Apr.  17,  454. 

Night  Signalling  at  Sea 

Adaptation    of    International    Code   by 
means  of  Coloured  Lamps,  propose<L 
Q.     Apr.  '25,  1328. 

Nobers  Explosives  Factory 

Ardeer,  Explosion  ot  Nitro-Glycerine — 
Report  of  Inspector  PresentecC  Apr.  I4, 
116. 

Perranporth,  Explosion  of  Nitro-Glycerine 
—  Report  of  Inspector  Printed, 
Apr.  14.  116. 

Nolan,  OoL  J.  P.  [Galway,  N.] 

Ireland — Com,  Grain,  etc.,  Imports  and 
Exports  in  1901,  etc,  Apr.  U.  1202. 

Norman,  Mr.  H.  [Wolverhampton,  S.] 

Atlantic  Shipi)ing  Trust,  Formation  of» 
by  American  Syndicate  —  British 
Steamships  joining  Trust,  Status  of 
Vessels  in  Time  of  War,  Ajn-.  25^ 
1322. 

Coronation  Medals — Date  of  Issue,  Cost,, 
etc.,  Apr.  21,  809. 

Na^-y 

Coal  Supplies,  Shortage  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, alleged — Attention  paid 
by  the  Admiralty  to  Confidential 
Statements,  etc.,  Apr.  I4,  138, 
139. 

"  DiHcovery,"  H.M.S.— Taking  out  of 
Sale  List,  Refitting  for  conveying 
Pendens  to  Coronation  Navu 
Review,  alleged,  Apr.  SI,  804. 

Organisation,  Unpreparedness  for  War 
—Lord  C.  Beresford's  Statement. 
Consistency  with  Admiralty  Regu  • 
lations,  Apr.  14-,  137. 

South  African  War— Corps  of  Loyal 
Burghers,  Invitations  to  the  Corona- 
tion, suggested,  Apr.  S5,  1320. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  Marconi  System — 
Post  Office  Expenditure  on  Wireless 
Telegraphic  Experimenta,  etc.,  Apr. 

18,  700. 
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Kormoyle,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Imprisonment  for    Contempt    of    Crimes 
Act  Court — Absence  of  Similar  Pro- 
cedure in  Dromore  Riots  Tiial. 
Q.     Apr,  S4,  1197. 

North  British  Railway  ((General  Powers) 
Bill 

r.  Report*,  Apr,  22,  920. 

North  British  Bailway   (Steam  Vessels) 
Bill 

c.  Report*,  Apr,  22,  920. 

North  Sea  Fisheries 

Intematiooal  Council   at   Copenhagen— 
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Norton,  Oapt  0.  W. 
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Date  of  Meeting,  British  Kepresenta 
tives,  etc. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  936. 

Preservation    of  —  Particulars   of    Inter- 
national Conventions,  Agreements  or 
Conferences. 
Qs.    Apr,  14,  145. 

Trawling— Closing   certain  areas  against  ;  Norway 
Trawlers,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr.  21,  811. 


Telegraph    Service     Employees— Central 
Telegraph  Office. 

Grievance  —  Government   Breach    of 
Faith,  alleged,  Apr,  18,  660,  682. 

Increasing  number  of  senior  appoint- 
ments, proposed,  Apr,  15,  2S3. 

Vaccination— West  India  Docks  Naval 
Store  Depot,  Re-vaccination  of  Work- 
men —  Compensation  for  Disabled 
men,  proposed,  Apr,  21,  803. 

W^oolwich  Arsenal,  Discharge  of  Long 
Service  Men— Stopping  further  reduc- 
tion of  the  Staff,  proposed,  Apr,  17, 
o21. 


Yeomanry,  Imperial— Aldershot  Traininc, 
Inadequate  Number  of  Horses,  Defi- 
ciency of  Medical  Officers,  Farriers, 
etc.,  Apr.  15,  273. 


North  Warwickshire  Water  Bill 

/.2b,*  Apr,  17,  453. 

Norton,  Capt  C  W.  [Newington,  W\] 

Army 

Canteens,  Constitution  of  Committee 
of  Inquiry,  Apr,  14,  133,  134. 


Press  Telegrams  —  Convention  between 
United  Kingdom  and  Norway  for  ex- 
change of  Press  Telegrams  Presented, 
Apr,  14,  118. 


Norwich  Corporation  (Electricity,   etc.) 
Bill 

c.     Report.*  Apr,  24,  IIW. 

Nottingham  and  Betford  Bailway  Bill 

c.     3r.*  Apr.  11,  2. 
/.     IR.*  Apr.  14,  115. 


Officers,  New  Uniform — Young  Offi-  | 
cers  in  India  borrowing  money  to  | 
provide  additional  Kit,  Command- 
ing Officers  compelling  provision  ,  jj^jggey,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Pontefraot] 
of  New   Uniform,  alleged,    Apr.    ^•""^J' ***•  *r;       ^  ^_        „  , 

IS^  642.  »         c  ^  Parliamentary  Procedure,    New  Rules- 

Supply  Business,  Apr.  25,  1418. 

Typhoid  Fever,  Inoculation  against —  t 

Results,   Laying  Report    on    the    -ijvaM.    T.fl1rA 
Table,  proposed,  Apr.  14,  132.  «yaB»,  mmo 

,^    *"'^  '    ^      ^'  Boundary  of— Bntish  and  German  Spheres 

of  Interest,  Copy  of  Agreement  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  14,  118. 


Horses  for  the  Army— C^anada,  affording 
Farmers  similar  facilities  tor  tender- 
ing as  those  given  in  Vnited  States, 
Apr.  18,  637,  638. 

Post  Office  Employees 

South-Elantern  District  Office,  Promo- 
tion in — Claims  of  Messrs.  Bum 
and  Johnson,  Apr.  2^,  1189, 

Sunday  Duty,  Liability  for— First 
Intimation  to  C'andidates  for 
Sorterships,  Apr.  21,  811. 

Women  Clerks,  Reduction  of  Salary, 
Apr.  IS,  747,  754. 

South  African  War 

Methuen's,  Lonl,  Tweebosch  En^ge- 
ment — Conduct  of  the  86th  Yeo- 
manry, Length  of  Training  prior 
to  Embarkaiion  for  South  Atrica, 
etc.,  Apr,  15,  271,  272. 


O'Brien.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  [Cork] 

Cork— Proclamation  of  various  Rural  and 
Urban  Dintricts  under  Crimes  (Ireland) 
Act  of  1887,  Apr.  21,  814,  816. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [KUkenny] 

Army  Recruits,  Minimum  Age,  Apr.  11, 
12. 

Ireland 

Killaloe  Postmaster  shif)  —  Appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  J.  \\Tute,  Apr,  J5, 
1332. 

Poyntz  Pass  National  School,  Dis- 
organisation — Date  of  Examina- 
tion, Inspector's  Report,  etc., 
Apr.  18,  657. 


Telegraphists  serving  with  the  Royal    O'Brien.  Mr.  P.  J.  [Tipperary,  N.] 
Engineers,    Return    Home  —  Re-  1  ^ 

wartl  for  Prolonged  Service,  Apr.  1         Borrisoleigh — Police     Assault     on     Mr. 
14, 130  131.  j  CarroX  alleged,  Apr.  25,  1331. 
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Observatories 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  Observatory — Report 
Presented,  ^pr.  $4,  1169;  Apr.  ^5, 
1315. 

O'Connor.  District  Inspector 

Ballyshannon  Petty    Sessions— Inspector 
O'Connor  refusing  to  carry  out  Order 
of  Magistrates,  Inquiry. 
Q.     Apr.  11,  18. 

O'Connor.  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  w.] 

Labour  —  Current  Rate  of  Wages  for 
Skilled  Labour,  Apr.  I4,  146. 

Post  Office  Employees. 

Glasgow. 

Fine  not  divided  amongst  Officers 
at  Fault,  Apr.  21,  810. 

Unofficial  Notices,  Exhibition  in 
the  Postmen's  Office — Prohi- 
bition, Apr.  24,  1189. 

Postmen — Sub-Office  Rural  Postmen 
compelled  to  furnish  Department 
with  Weekly  Medical  Certificates 
while  on  the  Sick  List,  Refunding 
Cost  of  Certificatej,  proposed, 
Apr.  14,  1.52. 

South  African  War — Cancelling  Re- 
cords of  Past  Misconduct  in  Post 
Office  Service  on  Volunteering, 
proposed,  Apr.  24,  1190. 

Volunteers*  Annual  Training,  Leave, 
Pay,  etc.,  Apr.  24,  1188. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 

Priority  of  Government  Business, 
Value  of  Private  Members  Legis- 
lation, Apr.  11,  41. 

Supply  Business. 

Irish  Supply — Inadequate  oppor- 
tunity for  discussion  of  Irish 
Grievances,  Apr.  $5,  1365. 

Time  Limit  for  Speeches,  proposed, 
Apr.  11,  93. 

O'Donnell,  Dr. 

Donegal    Peasantry,   Condition   of — Evi- 
dence before  the  Royal  Commission  on 
the  Financial  Relations. 
0.    Mr.  Macneill,  Apr.  15,  369. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo.  S.] 

Imprisonment  under  Crimes  Act — Permis- 
sion to  take  exercise  apart  from 
Ordinary  Prisoners,  proposed. 

Qs.  Apr.  11,  19;  Apr.  I4,  157. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  T.  [Kerry,  W.] 
Ireland. 

Ballyferriter  Police  Hut,  Cliarging 
uiwn  County  Rates,  alleged,  Api\ 
IS,  285. 

National  School  Teachers  —  Deter- 
mination of  Consolidated  Salaries, 
RemiHsness  on  part  of  the  Board, 
allegeil,  Apr.  Id,  286. 
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Ireland — cont. 

Wren  and  Stokes  Estate — Tenant* 
compelled  to  sign  Agreementi)  as 
Eleven  Months  Graziers,  Delay 
in  Sale  of  Estate,  allegeid,  Apr. 
IS,  655,  656  ;  Apr.  24,  1 196. 

O'Dowd,  Mr.  [Sligo,  S.] 

Ireland. 

Crimes  Act  (Ireland)  1887,  Proclania- 
tion  of,  Clauses  revived.  Making 
retrospective  in  operation,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  25,  1331. 

Darcy  Estate,  Land  Sales — Exclusion 
of  Portion  of  Estate  from  Scheme 
of  Purchase,  Apr.  18,  656. 

De  Freyne  Estate,  Eviction  of  J. 
Tansey  —  Police  opening  Trunk 
and  carrying  away  Letters, 
alleged,  Apr.  18,  656. 

Kilmactigue — Withdrawal  of  Extra 
Police,  proposed,  Apr.  17,  644. 

National  School  Teachers,  Pension 
Fund— Return,  Apr.  17,  546. 

Rooskey — Band  Practice  on  Christ- 
mas Day,  Assault  by  the  Police, 
alleged,  Apr.  17,  545. 

Tory  Island,   Interruption  of  Cal»le 

Communication     with  Done^j^l 

Mainland  —  Delay  in  repairing 
Cable,  Apr.  11,  21. 

O'Kelly,  Mr.  J.  [Ropcommon,  N]. 

South  African  AVar,  Peace  Negotiations, 
Terms,  etc.,  Apr.  11,  7 ;  Apr.  ?/,  797, 
798. 

Tripoli,  Italian  Military  Expedition,  etc., 
alleged,  Apr.  17,  528  ;  Apr.  21,  807. 

Old  Age  Pensions  (No.  2)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr.  15,  291. 

Omagh  Urban  District  Gas  Bill 

/.  2R.*^pr.  ^4, 1146. 

O'Mara,  Mr.  [Kilkenny,  S.] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc  ,  Import  Duty  on. 
Budget  Proposal — Beef  and  Pork  fed 
on  untaxetf  Grain,  enabling  British 
Farmers  to  compete  with,  Apr.  17r 
534. 

Income  Tax. 

Amount  assessed  under  Schedule  B.. 
Remissions,  etc.,  Apr.  17,  530. 

Ireland — Yield  per  penny  in   1901- 
1902  and  1891-1892,  Apr.  17,  530. 

Ireland  —  Grain  and  Flour  Imports  in 
1901-02,  Apr.  17,  534. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rnlee— 
Supply  fiusiness,  Api\  11,  BS ;  Apr. 
11,  76. 

Stamp  Duties,  Increase  in.  Budget  Pro- 
posals— Amount  anticipated,  Apr.  17^ 
531. 
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Onslow,  Earl  of ^Pnrliatnentan/  Secretary  to 
the  Colonial  Office. 

Musical  Copyright  Bill,  com.  Apr.  18, 
628;  rep.  Apr,  24,  1148. 

Opium 

Burma — Modifications  in  Regulations  for 
Licensed  Sale  of  Opium. 

Q.     Apr.  21,  806. 

Orange  Biver  Colony 

Administrative  and  other  Questions  affect- 
ing jointly  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
Kiver  Colony,  see  Transvaal. 

Strydfontein     Farm,     Purchase    by    tlie 
British  Government — Pi  ice  paid,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  798. 

O'Shanghnessy,  Mr.  [Limerick,  W.] 
Ireland. 

Dromin  and  l^llinculla  Postal  Ar- 
rangements, Alteration  of  Morn- 
ing to  Evening  Collection,  pro- 
jiosed,  Apr  17,  t'iol. 

Rathkeale  LabourerM*  Cottages,  Delay 
in  ifisue  of  Fii-st  Instalment  of 
Loan,  Apr.  17,  547. 

Sheridan,  Ex -Sergeant,  Charges  of 
Malicious  Injurj' — Compensation 
to  Mrs.  Qui n Ian,  Payment  by 
Taxpayers,  Refunding  Money, 
etc.,  Apr.  22,  940. 

Milk  blended  Butter — Sale  of,  contrary  to 
Provisions  of  Margfuine  Act,  alleged, 
Apr.  22,  937. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  T.,  Prison  Treatment  of, 
Apr.  14,  ir>8. 

Railway  CroHsings,  Authority  looking 
aft«r  Gates  with  no  Gatekeepers,  Apr. 
21,  812. 

Orkney 

Fisheries,  Lea^e  of  Sea  Fishings — Protec- 
tion of  Public  Fishing  Rights. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  65.3. 

O'Shee,  Mr.  [Waterford.  W.] 

Maximite,  R«»8ult8  of  Experiments — Re- 
port to  the  Admiralty,  etc.,  Apr.  14, 
140. 

Navy,  Submarine  Boats— Utility  of  Ves- 
sels— Result  of  Trials,  Publication  of 
Photographs  in  Illustrated  Paper, 
Apr.  11,  14. 

ParUamentar>'  Procedure,  New  Rules, 
Supply  Business,  Apr.  11,  79,  82. 

Tallow,  Reducing  Number  of  Extra  Police, 
proposed,  Apr.  11,  20. 

Oxford  Uniyersity 

Statutes  Presented,  Apr.  14,  122,  126. 

Panama  Canal 

See  Isthmian  Canal. 

Parcels  Post 

Lo(<s  of  Parcel,  Establishing  Evidence  of 
Porting — Compensation. 
Q.     Apr.  14,  150. 

Receipts,    Inauguration  of    System,  pro- 
poseu. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  151. 
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Parish  Councils 

Coronation  Celebrations,  Local    Govom- 
ment  Board  sanctioning  Expenditure 
— Amount  to  lie  levied. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  648. 

Parker,  Mr.  G.  [Gravesend] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc..  Import  Duty  on — 
Feeling  in  Canada.  Laying  Communi- 
cations on  the  Table,  proposed,  Ajyr. 

21,  ms. 

Parliament 

House  of  Commons. 

Meml)ers  of  Parliament,  see  that  title. 

New  Writs,  ttee  that  title. 

PriWlege — Attachment  Order  against 
Mr.  M'Hugh,  see  M'Hugh. 

Questions  in  the  House — Post  Office 
Officials,  Time  spent  in  prejwiring 
Answers. 
O.     Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr. 
18,  734. 

Ventilation. 

Atmosphere  of  the  House,  Result 
of  recent  Test**,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  IS,  650. 

Select  Committee  Nominated, 
Apr.  15,  379. 

House  of  Lords. 

Kimberlev,  Lord,  Death  of. 

Os.  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  Apr. 
16,  2,59 ;  Earl  Spencer,  261  ; 
Marquess  of  Ripon,  265. 

Postmaster   General  sitting  in — Un- 
satisfactory Representation  of  the 
Post  Office  in  Parliament. 
Os.     Mr.  8.  MacNeill,  Apr.  18, 
723;    Mr.    Banbury,  726; 
Mr.  Field,  730. 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland,  see 
that  title. 

Sat  first  in  Parliament. 

Bateman,  Lord,  Apr.  i^,  113. 

Munster,  Earl  of,  Apr.  I4,  113. 

Standing  Order  No.  LXXXVIL 
Amendment  of — Amended  Order 
Presented,  Apr.  21,  716. 

Paxliamentary  Procedure 

Bills  —  Amendments,  Putting  down  on 
Consideration  Stage  instead  of  in 
Committee  —  London  School  Board 
[Superannuation]  Bill. 

Os.     Mr.    E.   GrAy,  Apr.  18,  630; 
Mr.  Jeffreys,  631. 

New  Rules. 

Automatic  Closure    tendency  of  the 
New  Rules. 
O.     Mr.  Bryce,  Apr.  S5,  1428. 

Committee,   Referring  Rules  to  pro- 
posed. 
O.   Mr.  Broadhurst,  Apr.  11, 38. 

Date    of  resuming  adjourned  Debate 
— Order  of  Subjects,  ete. 
Q.     Apr.  2^\  948. 
Iriah  Members,  Rules  directed  against* 
alleged. 
0.    Mr.  Power,  Apr.  11,  84. 

[cont. 
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Parliamentary  Procedure— com<. 

New  Rales — cont 

Party  character  of  the  Grovermnent 
X  roDOsals 
0.    Mr!  S.  MacNeill,  Apr.  11, 
48. 
Priority  of  Government  Bnsiness,  ate 

title  Business  of  the  House. 
Prolongation  of  Debate — '*  Absolute 
Waste  of  Time." 
0*.     Mr.  Bartley,  Apr,  11,  82 ; 
Mr.  Power,  84. 

Sittings    of    the    House,    Delay    in 
operation    of    New    Rules    until 
after  Whitsuntide,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  S4,  1207. 

Supply,  see  that  title. 

Parliamentary  Voters  Registration  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr,  22,  954. 

Patent  Fuel 

Coal  Export  Duty — Unfair  Incidence. 
O.     Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Apr.  U,  222. 

Patent  Medicines 

Selling  Medicines  without  affixing  Stamps, 
Penalties    paid    to    Inland    Revenue 
Authorities — Amount  awarded  to  the 
Informer. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  281. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Boyal  Commission 

Dissolution  of—Transferring  Administra- 
tion of  Funds  to  Naval  and  Military 
Pension  Board,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  24,  1206. 

Pauper  Cliildren 

See  Poor  Law  Children. 

Paupers 

England  and  Wales— Number  in  Receipt 
of  Relief  on  Jan.  Ist  and  July  Ist, 
1902,  Return  Presented,  Apr.  17,  513. 

Pease,  Mr.  J.  A.  (Essex,  Saffron  Walden) 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 
Priority    of    Government    Business, 
A  in'.  11,  25,  67. 

Supply  Business,  Apr.  25,  1379. 

Smallpox  at  Halstead,  Treatment  of  Case 
in  Fever  HuHpital  at  Castle  Heding- 
ham — Secuiiug  better  Isolation  pro- 
posed, Apr.  IJf,  147. 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc.,  Increase  in 
—Budget  Proposal,  Apr,  15,  341. 

Pease,  Sir  T.  [Durham,  Barnard  Castle] 

Corn,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  on— Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  22,  1004. 

Croydon  and  District  Electiic  Tramways 
Bill,  2r.  Apr.  22,  918. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill,  2r,  Apr.  21,  779. 

Pemberton,  Mr.  T.  S.  O.  [J?underiand] 

Cartwrit?bt,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony — Powers  of  Military  Author- 
ties  under  Martial  Law,  Government 
Responsibility,  etc.,  Apr,  24,  1251. 
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Jpr.   11 — Apr.   25. 

Penal  Servitude 

Conditional  LicencesGranted — Apr,  i^l21. 


Penny 

Power  of  as  a  Commercial  Medium. 

Os,    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  14^  212  ; 
Mr.  Lough,  Apr.  SI,  821. 

Pensions 

see  titles  Army,  Navy,  etc 

Percy,  Earl  [Kensington,  S.] 

Cart  Wright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Capne 
Colony — Powers  of  Military  Authori- 
ties under  Martial  Law,  etc.,  Apr,  24^ 
1222. 

Lynch,  Mr.,  Arrest  on  coming  to  England 
— Preventing  use  of  Kmg^s  Courts  for 
recovery  of  Rents,  proposed,  Apr,  17, 
551,  552. 

Macedonia— Arming  of  Mui>sulman  Civil- 
ian Population,  alleged,  Apr,  15, 278. 

Perranporth,  Cornwall 

Explosion  of  Nitro-Glycerine  at  Nobel'n 
Factory  —  Report  of  Inspector  pre- 
sented, Apr.  14,  116. 

Persia 

Independence  of,   Development  of  Com- 
merce, etc.,  Guarantee  for  Neutrality 
of    Territory — International    Confer- 
ence proposed. 
Q.   Apr.  24,  1185. 

Pewsey 

Roads  damaged  by  War  Office  Contractors, 

Liability  of  the  War  Office — Delivery 

of   Materials  at  Ludgershall  instead 

of  at  nearest  Station  to  Bulford  Camp. 

Q,     Apr.  14,  136. 

Philippines 

Hemp,  Exports  of — I*referential  Rate  in 
favour  of  America,  alleged. 

Qs.     Apr,  15,  279  ;  Apr.  17,  hTi. 

Piers  and  Harbours 

Ireland 

Kilrush  Harbour,  Improvements  in. 
q.     Api\  24,  1200. 

Liscannor  Harbour,  Improvements  in. 
q.    Apr.  24,  1200. 

Scotland  —  Applications  from  Local 
Authoriues  for  Government  Assist- 
ance—Committee of  Inquiry,  Date  of 
Report,  etc. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  936. 

PilJdnjTton,    Lieut. -Col.     B.     [Lancashire, 
Kewton] 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill,  2r.  Apr,  21^  788. 

Parcels  Post. 

Loss  of  Parcel,  Establishing  E\'idence 
of  Posting — Compensation,  Apr. 
14,  150. 

Receipts,  Inauguration  of  System, 
proposed,  Apr.  14,  151. 
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Lord 

Sugar  Conference,  Papers  relating  to — 
Qaestion  of  Translating  the  whole  of 
the  procfs  verhaux  ot  the  French 
Yellow  Book,  Apr,  17,  458. 


Ajyr.   11 — Apr.   25. 

Poor  Law  Gkutrdians 

Children,    Adojition   of  under  Provisions 
of  Act  of  1899— Return  of  Guardians 
who  have  enforced  the  Act,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr,  25,  1326. 


Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.] 

South  African  War  —  Commandants 
Scheepers  and  Kritringer— Exclusion 
of  the  Public  from  Courts- Martial, 
alleged,  Apr,  24, 1177. 

Volunteer  Service  Medal— Men  serving  in 
other  Forces  preNious  to  Volunteer 
Ser>'ice.  Reckoning  such  Service  to- 
wards Long  Service  Medal,  proposed, 
Apr,  24,  1  VIS. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial  —  Cavalry  Com- 
missions granted  to  Officers  since  out- 
break of  the  South  African  War,  etc., 
Apr.  24,  1178. 

Plaffne 

Punjab  —  Death  Returns,  Securing    Co- 
operation of  the  people  in  administer- 
ing Plague  Measures,  etc. 
<^.     Apr,  Uy  H2. 

Plenro-Pnenmonia 

Canada  and  United  States,  non-existence 
of  Pleuro- Pneumonia,  alleged — Re- 
storing Introduction  of  Canadian 
Store  Cattle  into  United  Kingdom, 
proposed. 

Q,     Apr,  17,  540. 

Plammer»  Mr.  W.  B.  [Newcastle-on-Tyne] 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc.,  Increase  in 
— Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  21, 868. 

Plymouth,  Devonitort,  and  South-Western 
Junction  Bailway  Bill 

/.  3r.^  Apr.  17,  453. 
c.  \B^*  Apr.  i^,  634. 


Police  I 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  set  that  title,  j 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police— Statistical  - 

Table-,  Delay  in  Publication— Salary    Post  Office 


Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation  IScot- 
landlBill 

c.  IR,*  Apr,  24,  1272. 

Poor  Law  Schools 

Teachers  obtaining  parchment  certificates 
by    service    in    Poor  Law  Schools — 
Amendment  of  Article  63  of  the  Day 
School  Code,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr,  11,  it ;  Apr,  24,  1192. 

Women  Inspectors,  Appointment  of,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  537. 

Poor  Law  Superannuation  (Lreland)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr,  11,  111. 

Population  of  the  United  Kingdom 

Progress  of  from  1896  to  1902— Return 
proposed. 

Q.     Apr,  22,  935. 

Pork 

Irish  Pork,    Importation    into   Glasgow 
Exemption  trom  Meat  Inspection  By- 
laws, proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  664. 

Portsmouth  Dockyard 

Reduction  of  Work  and  dismissal  of  em- 
ployees. 

l^.     Apr.  22, 930. 

Portnnma  Bailway 

Reconstruction  of  —  Government  offer. 
Company  finding  same  amount  of 
Capital  and  undertaking  to  work  the 
Railway. 

Q.     Apr.  24,  1*201. 


of  Chief  Commissioner,  etc.,  Inclusion 

in  Report,  proposed. 

Q,     Apr.  24,  1196. 

Political  Prisoners 

Treatment  in  European  Countries,  United 
States  and  British  Colonies — Consular 
Return,  proposed. 

Qs.     Apr.  i7,  545 ;  Apr.  24,  1185. 

Poor  Law  Children 

Ireland — Boarded-out  Children,  Appoint- 
ment of  Lady  Inspector,  Qualifica- 
tions, etc. 

Q,     Apr.  25,  1330. 

Number  of  Children  adopted  under  Pro- 
visions of  Poor  Law  Act  of  1899 — Re- 
turn proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  25,  1326. 

Tottington  School,  Ill-treatment  of  Chil- 
dren, alleged. 
Q,    Apr.  14,  147. 
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Africa,  Central,  Postal  Arrangements- 
Letters  for  Victoria  Nyanza  District 
incorrectly  addressed.  Delay  in  for- 
warding— Acquainting  Public  with 
Correct  Mode  of  Address  by  means  of 
Circular,  proposed. 
Q.  Apr.  ..V,  938. 

East  Central  District  OflBce,  see  that  title. 

Employees 

Auxiliary     Labour,     Abolition     of, 
proposed. 

Q.  Apr,  24,  1191. 

Auxiliary    SrafT,    Increase     in — Un- 
busiue^s-like  Regulations,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Hay,  A}^.  IS,  122,  723. 

Extra  Duty  in  the  East  Central 
District  Office,  Number  of  Hours 
performed  between  8  p.m.  and 
midnight  from  January  15,  to 
Apr.  13,  1902. 
Q.  Apr.  24,  1192. 

[cont. 


Pos— Pos] 

Post  Office— con^ 
Employees — f*ont. 
Glasfjow, 


INDEX. 

Api\    11 — Apr,   25. 

Post  Office— cow^ 

Employees — cont. 

Grievances — cont. 
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Applications  for  Service  in    the 
Transvaal,      Glasgow      Em- 
ployees debarred  from  apply - 
mg  for  Vacancies. 
Q.  Apr.  14,  129. 

Fine  not  divided  amongst  Officers 
at  Fault. 

Q.  Apr.  21,  810. 

Government  should  be  a  Model  Em- 
ployer of  Labour. 
6.  Mr.  K.  Hardie,  Apr.  18,  744. 

Grievances. 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  proposed — 
Select  Committee  v.  Inde- 
pendent Committee. 

Os.  Mr.  T.  Bay  ley,  Apr.  IS, 
708;  Mr.  Galloway, 
707;  Mr.  Kearley,710; 
Mr.  Helme,  716;  Mr. 
D.  Morgan,  717;  Mr. 
Hay,  719,  720,  723; 
Mr.  Banbury.  726, 728  ; 
Mr.  Field,  730;  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  731, 
740;  Mr.  Nannetti, 
741 ;  Mr.  Butcher,  742 ; 
Mr.  K.  Hardie,  745. 

Delay  in  replying  to  Complaints 
etc. 

Os.  Mr.  Galloway,  Apr.  IS, 
708 ;  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, 733. 

Dablin  Employees'  Grievances — 
Favouritism  in  Promotion, 
**Trippage"  Allowance,  etc. 

0,  Mr.  Nannetti,  Apr.  18* 
740. 

Leave,  Restrictions  as  to,  etc. 

Os.  Mr.  Duke,  Apr.  IS, 
714  ;  Mr.  Helme,  717  ; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 
736  ;  Mr.  C.  Grant,  736, 

Sick  Leave  Kegnlations. 

O.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 
737. 

**  Muddling  and  irnbusinesslike  " 
Methods  of  the  Authorities — 
Dutch  Mail  Instance. 

O.  Mr.  Hay,  Apr.  18, 
722. 

Pay  —  Differentiation  between 
different  Staffs,  Plymouth  and 
Devon  port  Example. 

Qs.  Mr.  Kearley,  Apr.  18, 
711  ;  :.!r.  Helme,  716; 
Mr.  H.  Chamberlain, 
735. 

•*  Split  Duty,"  Objectiont^  to. 
Os.     Mr.  Helme,  Apr.  18,  716; 
Mr.  Nannetti,  740. 
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"  Squeezing  ".byTreasuryOffid  lis,. 
Instance  ol 
0.     Mr.  Galloway,  Apr.  18, 
708. 

Tweedmoath  Committee,  Compo- 
sition and  Finding'*  of,  et<*. 
Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  Apr  IS, 
709, 711;  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain,  710 ;  Mr.  Hay, 
719;  Mr.  Nanetti,  740  ; 
Mr.  K.  Hardie,  744, 

Unfortunate  Time  for  Proposal* 
entailing  Expenditure,  etc. 
Os.    Mr.  Galloway.  >tpr.  IS, 
708.;  Mr.  Kearley,  710. 

Women     Clerks,    Reduction    ot 
Salary. 

Os.  Mr.  Helme,  Apr.  18^ 
717  ;  Capt.  Norton,  747, 
754  ;  Mr.  Taibot.  752  ; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 
753. 

Postmen,  see  that  title. 

Promotion  in  the  South -Eastern  Dis- 
trict   Office,    Claim    of    Messrs. 
Born  and  Johnson. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  U89. 

Risk  allowance.  Restoring  to  Officer 
Godbehear  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1 192. 

Slate  Club,    Employee  forbidden  to 
act  as  Treasurer — Rescinding  Re- 
gulation, proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  811. 

South  Africa,  Active  Service  in. 

Cancelling  Records  of  Past  Mis- 
conduct on  Volunteering,  pro- 
posed. 

q.    Apr.24,\\^. 

Position  of  Post  Office  Employees 
— Reinstatement,  Pay,  etc. 
Os.      Mr,  Hay ;    Mr.     A. 
Chanibeilain,    Apr.    IS^ 
721. 

Sunday  Duty,  Liability  for — First 
Intimation  to  Candidates  for 
Sortershipe. 

Q.     Apr.  21,  SU. 

Telegraph  Service,  see  that  title. 

Volunteers'  Annual  1  raining,  Leave» 
Pay,  etc. 

V.     ^f>r.  ^^.  1188. 

Glasgow,  see  that  title. 

Ireland. 

Dublin  Sorting  Office,  Extra  Duly— 
— Rate  of  Payment  for  three 
attendances,  etc. 

Q.  Apr  14^  160. 

Killaloe    PostmasterMhip  —  Appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  J.  White. 
Q.    Apr.  25,  1332. 

[cont. 
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Kilmallock — Postal  Arrangements  of 
Dromin  and   BallinouTla,  Altera- 
tion of  Morning  to  Evening  Cul- 
lection,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr.  17,  651. 

Limerick  Postal  StafT,  see  Limerick. 

Money  Orders,  Exchange  of,  between 
(ireat  Britain  and  Belgium— Copy  of 
Agreement  Presented,  Apr,  1 4,  118. 

Parcels  Post,  see  that  title. 

Postal  Orders— Reduction  of  Commipsion, 
Supplying  Books  of  Postal  Orders, 
proiKwetl. 

V.     Apr.  17,  542. 

Postmen,  see  that  title. 

Questions  asked  in  the  House  of  Commons 
— Demand  on  Time  of  Post  Office 
<  >ffieial8. 

0.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  IS, 
734. 

Scotland. 

Crlasgow,  see  that  title. 

Mallaig  Mail  Service — Unsatisfactory 
Steamer  Service,  Terminating 
Contract  with  Mr.  MacBrayue, 
pntposed. 

Q.    Apr.i^4,U90. 

Shetland — Improved  Postal  Facilities 
between  Shetland  and  Aberd(;en, 
proposed. 

Q.     Apr.  IS,  653. 

South  Africa,  Active  Service  of  Po<»t 
Office  Employees,  see  sub-heading 
Employees. 

Sonth-Eastem  Dist  rict  Office — Promotions 
to  Over.^eers  Class,  Claims  of  Messrs. 
Bum  &  Johnson. 
Q.     Apr.  J 4,  1189. 

Telegraph  Service,  see  that  title.  i 

Treasury  Control— Post  Office  the  Serf  of  i 
the  Treasury,  alleged.  \ 

Os.  Mr.  Hay,  Apr.  IS,  720;  Mr. 
S.  Mac**eill,  723;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  739. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  see  that  title. 

Women  Clerks,  Position  of— Reduction  of 
Salary. 

Os.  Mr.  Helme«  Apr.  18,  717 ; 
Captain  Norton,  747,  754 ;  Mr. 
Talbot,  752 ;  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, 753. 

Poet  Office  Bnildings 

Insanitary  Condition,  alleged. 
Os.     Mr.   Weir,  Apr.  IS,   687;  Mr.  A. 
Chamlieriain,  702 ;  Mr.  Helme,  717  ; 
Mr.  D.  Morgan,  717  ;  Mr.  Hay,  7 19. 

Post  Office  Savings  Banks 

Vote  for,  Apr.  18^  705. 

Post  Office  Services 

Vote  for,  Apr.  18,  705. 
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Apr.   11 — Apr.   25. 

Postal  Orders 

Commission,    Reduction    of  —  Supplying 
Books  of  Postal  Orders,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  642. 


PostmasterGteneral 

Seat  in  the   House   of  Lords — Unsatis- 
factory Representation  of  the   Post 
Office  in  Parliament,  Attack  on  Lord 
Londonderry,  etc. 
O.     Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Apr.  18/7^2^  ; 
Mr.  Banbury,  726;  Mr.  Field, 
730. 

Postmen 

Hardships    of    Rural    Postmen    in    Bad 
Weather- Election    of    Shelters    at 
Waiting  Places,  proposed. 
Os.     Mr.  Levy,  Apr.  18^  718  ;  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlam,  738. 
Medical    Certificates,    Sub. -Office    Rural 
Postmen  compelled  to  furnish  Depart- 
ment with  Weekly  Certificates  while 
on  the  Sick  Lint — Hefundiog  Cost  of 
Certificates,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  152. 

Postmen's    Federation  —  Relations   with 
Postal  Department,    Restrictions   in 
the  matter  of  Leave  required  for  ad- 
ministering Federation  Business,  etc. 
Os.     Mr.  Duke,  Apr.  18,  713  ;  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  736;    Mr.  C. 
Grant,  736,  737. 

Rotation  of  Duty  Grievance. 
0.    Mr.  Duke,  Apr.  18,  715. 

Sick  Leave  Regulations. 

O.    Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  18,  737. 

Poolett  Peerage 

Hin ton's,  Viscount,  Claim  to^Petition, 
Apr.  24,  1145. 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  K.] 

Ireland,  Revival  of  Coercion— Crimeless- 
ness  of  Ireland,  Coercion  aimed  not  at 
Crime  but  at  Political  Opponents  of 
the  Executive,  Attack  on  Irish  Land- 
lords, etc.,  Apr.  17,  584. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 
Priority    of  Government   Business — 
Notice   of  Suspension  of    Order, 
proposed,  Apr.  11,  51. 

Supply  Business,  Apr.  Jo,  1380. 

Waste  of  Time  in  discussion  of  the 
Rules,  alleged— Rules  directed 
against  the  Irish  Members, 
Apr.  11,  84. 

Poyntz  Pass  National  School 

Disorganisation — Date    of    Examination,^ 
Inspector's  Report,  etc. 
y.     Apr.  IS,  657. 

Press  Telegrams 

Convention  between  l>  nited  Kingdom  and 
Norway  for  exchange  of  Press  Tele- 
grams, Presented,  Apr.  14,  118. 

Preston 

Hones  for  Army,  Purchase  at  Preston, 
alleged. 

Q.    Apr.  11,  12. 
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Apr,    11 — Apr.   25. 
Pretyman,  Mr.  E.  Q.—CiiHl  Lord  of  the   Protection 

Admiralty  [Suffolk,  Woodbridge] 

Hanlbowliue  Dockyard  Ck)fitract  Works- 
Payment  of  Standard  Rate  of  Wages 
to  Workmen,  Conditions  of  Contract, 
etc.  Apr,  22,  943,  944. 


Revival  of,  in  the  Com  Duty,  alleged,  $ee 
title  Cora,  Grain,  Meal,  etc 


Preyention    of  Pollution  of  Bivers  and 
Streams  Bill 

c  IR.*  Apr.  25,  1338. 

Price,  Mr.  B.  J.  [Norfolk,  E.] 
Beer  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  2S,  1099. 

Prime  Minister 

Marqrutss  of  Salisburi/. 

Prisoners 

Military  Prisoners — Infliction  of  Shot  Drill 
at  Lichfield  Gaol,  Inquiry. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1176. 
Political  Prisoners,   Treatment  in  Euro- 

Sian  Countries,   United  States   and 
ritish    Colonies — Consular   Return, 
proposed. 

Qs,    Apr.  17,  5451;  Apr.  24,  1185. 


Pmssia 

National  Expenditure — Comparison  with 
Great  Britain. 

0.  Mr.  Haldane,  Apr.  21,  829. 


Pryce-Jones,  Lieut. -Ool.  B.   [Montgomery 

Borough.  ] 

Local  Government  (Wales  and  Monmoatb ' 
shire)  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  16,  414,  436. 

Public  Accounts  Committee 

Report  Presented,  Apr.  16,  452. 
PubUc  Health  Bill 

c.  IR*   Apr.  25,  1338. 

Public  Houses 

Questions  relating  to,  see  Liquor  Traffic 
and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws. 


Public  Income  and  Expenditure 

see  Revenue   and   Expenditure — Finance 
System. 

PubUc  Libraries  (Lreland)  Bill 

c.  IR,*   Apr.  25,  1338. 


Prisons 

Brixton  Prison  Visiting  Committee,  Con- 
stitution of — Draft  Rule  Presented, 
Apr.  14,  120. 

Ireland 

Rules 

DateofCircalation  of  New  Rules,  j  p^^jj^  Qf^^  (Dublin)  BOl 

V*         Apr.    si,   olO.  ,  n.n.m 

^  ,      .    ^         ,,  wj  *  J     ^  c.  2R.   Apr.  21, 907. 

Order  in  Council  Presented,  Apr. 

U,  121.  I  Public  Petitions  Committee 

Treatment  of  Mr.  J.  O'Donnell  and 
Mr.Johnston  in  Tullamore  Prison, 
Permif<sion  to  take  exercise  apart  |  Punjab 


Report  Presented,  Apr.  16,  452. 


from  Ordinary  Prisoners,  proposed. 
Qs.     Apr.  11,19;  Apr.  I4,  167. 
Scotland 

Annual   Report  Presented,  Apr.   I4, 
117. 

Private  Members'  Time  of  the  House 

Distribution  of — Inquiry  proposed. 
O.     Mr.  Bryce,  Apr.  11,  40. 

Priority  of  Government  Business,  New 
Procedure  Rule — Curtailment  of  Pri- 
vate Meml)er«'  Rights,  etc.,  see  title 
Business  of  the  House. 

PrivilegCt  Breach  of 

M*Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Attachment  Order 
against  —  Letter  from  Judge  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  Presented,  Apr. 
24,  1266. 

Question  of  Privilege 
Qs.    Apr.  25,  1334,  1335, 1336,  1337. 

Produce  and  Manufactures 

Export  of— Import  Duties  levied  in  Euro- 
pean Countries,  United  States  and 
Japan  on  Produce  and  Manufactures 
of  the  United  Kingdom  —  Return 
Ordered,  Apr.  24,  1168. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  Act 

Working  of  Regulations  of  1886,  etc. — 
Return    ()rdere<i,    Apr.    23, 


1076- 


Presented  ,?^,  1168. 


Plague,  Death    Returns  —  Securing^  Co- 
operation of  the  people  in  administer- 
ing Plague  Measures,  ete. 
Q.   Apr.  14,  142. 

Pupil  Teachers 

see  Education— Teachers. 

Purvis,  Mr.  B.  [Peterborough] 

Beer  BUI,  2r.,  Apr.  2S,  1111. 

Volunteers— Camp    Allowance    in     1902, 
Apr.  24,  1178. 

Quarries 

Reports  of  Inspectors  for  1901,  Presented, 
Apr.  i^ll8. 

Questions  in  the  House 

Post  Office  Questions— Time  occupied  by 
Post    Office    Officials    in    preparing 
Answers. 
O.    Mr.  A.  Cham1)erlain,  Apr.  IS, 
73i. 

Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert  [Suffolk,  Sudbury] 
Beer  Bill,  2k,  Apr.  23,  1124. 

Ba^laUt  Lord — Under  Secretary  of  State  Jor 
War 

Cordite   and    Small    ^Vrms    Ammunition 
Supplies  in  1895,  Apr.  17,  465. 

[con/. 
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Bafbui,  hord— rant. 

South  African  War— Cape  Colony,  Mili- 
tary Operations  in  Districts  where 
Civil  Courts  are  still  sitting— Objec- 
tions to  drawing  up  Return,  Aj)r,  2A, 
1160. 

Bailway  Servants,  Ireland 

Railway  Workers  not  entitled  to 
Labourers*  Cottages,  Legislation,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.    Apr,  U,  156. 

BailwajB 

Accidents  In  South  Africa,  Scale  of  Pen- 
sions for  Widows  of  Soldiers  killed  in 
Railway  Accidents. 
Q,     Apr,  17,  517. 

Gates  at  Railway  Crossings  without  Grate- 
keepers  —  Authority  looking  after 
(vates. 

Q.     Apr.  21,  812. 

Goods  Rates  --  Great   Eastern   Railway 
Rates  between  Rotterdam  and  Har- 
wich, Publication  of  List. 
V.    Apr.  24,  1187. 

Meat,  Carriage   between    Liverpool    and 
London— Preferential  Rate  to  Foreign 
Produce,  alleged. 
Q  Apr.  18,  647. 

India  9te  that  title. 

Ireland 

Goods     Rates,      Comparison     with 
Englifth    and    Scottish     Rates- 
Government     reducing    Cost   of 
Transport,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  284. 

Portumna  Railway,  Grovemment 
offer  for  Reconstruction  — Com- 
pany finding  same  amount  of 
Capital  and  undertaking  to  work 
the  Railway. 

Q.     Apr.  24,  1201. 

Bainsford  v.  Browne  Libel  Oase 

Cape  Coast   Government   defraying   ex- 
penses of  Major  Browne,  etc 
Q.     Apr.  22,  933. 

Dublin,  Chief  Baron's  charge  to  the  Jurj' 
with  notes  of  evidence,  etc. — Laying 
on  the  Table. 

Q.     Apr.  25,  1330. 

Banlrill,  Sir  J.  [Herefordshire,,  Leominster] 
Education    (England  and  Wales)   Bill— 
Voluntarj^  Schools  possessing  Endow- 
ments, Disposal  of  Endowments  on 
Bill  becoming  Law,  Apr.  24,  1203. 

Education  SchemeH  of  Voluntary  Schools 
Associations — Postponement  of  Date 
for  sending  in,  proposed,  Apr.  25, 1327. 

Baachf  Major  [Essex,  Chelmsford] 

Great  Eastern  Railway  —  Goods  Rates 
between  Rotterdam  and  Harwich, 
Publication  of  List,  Apr  24,  1187. 

"Manila"  Transport— Number  of  Men 
sent  down  to  the  Docks  in  excels  of 
Number  embarking,  Apr.  18,  638. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules- 
Supply  Business,  Time  Limit  for 
Speeches,  proposed,  Apr.  11,  88. 
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Labourers'  Cottages,    Delay 
first  Instalment  of  Loan. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  547. 


in    issuing 


Bathmines  and  Bathgar  Urban  District 
Council  Bill 

c.     Report*,  >l/>r.  77,  611. 
con.*  Apr.  25,  1316. 

Bea,  Mr.  B.  [Gloucester] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc..  Duty  on— Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  22,  1012. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill- 
Associations  of  Voluntary  Schools, 
Extinction  in  event  of  Bill  passing — 
Continuance  of  Allotment  of  Aid 
Grant  if  Part  III.  be  not  adopted, 
Apr.  15,  286. 

Beading  OasiBill 

/.    2R.*  Apr.  18,  625. 

Redmond,  Mr.  John  [Waterford] 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill — Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr.  17,  489. 

Business  of  the  House — Course  of  Business, 
Apr.  17,  555. 

Ireland 

Boycotting,  Distribution  of  Cases  in 
Proclaimed  Districts  —  Return, 
Apr.  24,  1199. 

Coercion,  Revival  of — Proclamation 
of  Nine  Counties  and  two  Cities 
under  Sections  2,  3  and  4  of  the 
Crimes  Act,  Apr.  17,  554,  556. 

Land  Stru^le,  Comparison  with  a 
Trades  Union  Contest  in  England, 
Apr.  17,  560. 

Over-Taxation  of  Ireland,  Ireland's 
Protest  against  an  unjust  war — 
Budget  Proposals,  Apr.  14,  230. 

M*Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Attachment  Order 
against  —  Question  of  Privilege, 
Apr.  25,  1334 ;  1335 ;  1336 ;  1337. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules— 
Supply  Business,  Apr.  11,  110 ;  Ajyi\ 
24,  1275. 

Beformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 

Surprise  Visits  from  Local  Government 
Board  Inspectors,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  14,  147. 

Begent's  Park 

Leases  to  Private  Persons,  ExtensioD)«  or 
Renewals  in  the  last  ten  years — Con- 
sidering applications  of  Public  Autho- 
rities, etc. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  939. 

Registration  of  Land 

see  Land  Registry. 

Beid,  Sir  B.  T.  [Dumfries  Burghs] 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cane 
Colony— Martial  Law,  Power  of  Miii- 
taiy  Authorities,  Violation  of  Con- 
stitutional Principles,  Government 
sheltering  themselves  behind  Lord 
Kitchener,  etc.,  Apr.  24,  1241. 

[conL 
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Eeid,  Sir  E-  T—eont. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules. 

Priority    of    Government    Business, 

Apr.  11,  56,  61. 
Supply    Business  —  Time    Limit   for 

Speeches,  proposed,  Apr,  11,  90. 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland 

Dutferin  and  Clandeboye,  Marquess  of, 
Apr.  14.  113  ;  Apr.  21,  773  ;  Apr.  J4. 
1145. 

Ffrench,  Baron,  Apr.  25,  1313. 

Revenue    and    Expenditure  —  Finance 
System,  etc. 

Budget,  see  that  title. 

Budget  Deficit  Loan,  see  titles  Loan  and 
Loan  Bill. 

Contributions  to  the  Revenue,  Expendi- 
ture on  Service  met  out  of  such 
Revenues  in  the  Tliree  Kingdoms,  etc. 
—Return  Ordered,  Apr.  14,  126; 
Apr.  24,  1170. 

EHtimatea— Referring  all  Estimates  to  an 
Examining  Committee,  proposed. 
0.     Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Apr.  11,  107. 

Expenditure — Increase  in  Expenditure. 

Additional  Expenditure  an<l  Taxation 
during  last  three  yeai-s,  Proportion 
of  Taxation  available  for  the  War 
after  detraying  Normal  Expendi- 
ture, Prospects  of  reduced  Taxa- 
tion after  the  War. 
Harcourt,  Sir  W.,  on,  Apr.  14, 191. 
Branches  of  Expenditure  which  cannot 
be  reduced— Educational  Expen- 
diture, etc. 

Os,      Mr.    Haldane,  Apr.   21, 

832;    Mr.     Bartley,     864; 

Sir  J.  RoUeston,  Apr.  22, 

1002. 

Budget  Statement  and  Debate,  Apr. 

14,  179,  199,  227. 
Committee— Mr.  Churchill's  Notice  of 
Motion  for  Select  Committee  to 
consider      the      Reduction      of 
National  Expenditure, 
g.     Apr.  24,  1205. 
Comparison  of  the   Income  and  Ex- 
penditure of  Great  Britain  with 
that  of  France  and  Germany. 
Ob.    Mr.     Haldane,    Apr.    21, 
829  ;  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  834. 
Control  of  —  Necessity   for  Control 
and    Effective    Direction  of    Ex- 
penditure. 
Ob.    Mr.   W.   CburchUl,   Apr. 
14, 237  ;  Mr.  Bartley,  865. 
Debate  on  the  Budget  Resolutions, 

Apr.  21,  858,  880,  890,  903. 
Growth  of    Expenditure   out  of   all 
proportion    to    National  Enrich 
ment,  Lack  of  proportion  in  dis 
tribution    of    Expenditure,   etc. 
Mr.  W.  Churchill  on,  Apr. 14,  235 
0.    Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  Apr.  14 
"iAh. 
Supply  —  Discussion  in  Supply    has 
not  tended  to   Reduction  of  Ex- 
penditure, Bu  Supply — Procedure, 
riew  Rule. 
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Bevenne    and    Expenditure  - 
System^  etc.— <?<>»<. 

Financial  Relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  stt  that  title. 

Gro^  Public  Income  and  Expenditure- 
Account  Presented,  Apr.  22,  922 
Non-distribution  of  Account  to  Mem- 
bers, Copies  not   obtainable    at  the 
Vote  O  lice 

Q.     Apr.  15,  283. 

Progress  of,  from  1896  to  1902—  Return 
proposed. 

C>.     Apr.  22,  935. 

Taxes  and  Imposts,  set  that  title. 

Ways  and  Means,  see  that  title. 

Rhodes,  Mr  C. 

British  Parliament,  Management  of  Busi- 
ness—Mr. Rhodes'^  Opinion. 

O,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Apr.  11,  44. 

South     Africa,     Immigrant     Settlement 
Scheme — Mr.  Rhodes's  ViewH. 

0.  Sir  vv .   Harcourt,  Apr.  14,  195  ; 
Apr.  15,  315. 

Rhodesia 


Hut  Tax — Terms  of  previous  Ordinance, 
Amount  producetl  by  present  Tax,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  515. 

Ehondda  Urban  District  Oouncil  Tram- 
ways Bill 

/  Report  *  Apr.  I4,  1 14. 

3R.*  Apr.  21,  774. 
c  IR.*  Apr.  22,^21, 

Richmond  Hill  (Preservation  of  View)  Bill 

c  Report.*  Apr.  15,  267. 

Richmond  Park 

Authority  responsible  for  R^ulatione  re- 
specting use  of  the  Park,  Cost  and 
Objects  of  Maintenance,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  522. 

Military  Exercising  Ground,  Use  of  Park 
as,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  521. 

Ripon,  Marqness  of 

Kimberley,  Lord,  Death  of,  Apr.  15,  265. 

Ritchie,  Right  Hon.  0.  T.Secrttary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department 
[Croydon] 

Bank  Note  Forgeries—Placing  Sporionn 
Notes  in  the  Xibrary  for  Inspection  by 
Members,  proposed,  Apr,  17,  534. 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramwsys 

Bill,  2R.  Apr.  2e,  917. 
Grambling  —  Automatic    Machines    as  a 

Source   of    Evil,  Special    Action  br 

Police,    Legislation,    etc.,    proposed* 

Apr.  17,  535. 

London  and  North- Western  Railway  Bill. 
2k.  Apr.  17,  478,  480. 

Motor  Cars — Authority  regulating  Speed, 
Maximum  Speed,  etc,  Apr.  14, 144. 

Vaccination  Exemption  Certificates — 
Becoles  and  Grirostone  Magistrates  re- 
fusing to  grant  Certificates,  Apr,  t4, 
1188. 
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Boads,  Ireland 

Land  Acquisition  of,  Expensive  and  incon- 
venient Procedure — Repeal  of  Section 
10  of  Local  Government  Act  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  25,  1332. 

Maintenance  of  lioads  in  Rural  Districts 
of  Adiainiatrative  Counties — Return 
Ordered,  Apr,  ^4,  1168. 

Roberts,  Mr.  B.  [Carnarvonshire,  Eifion] 
South  African  War. 

Cart  Wright,  Mr.  A.— Detention  in 
South  Africa,  Apr,  17,  517. 

Concentration  Camps  —  Maintenance 
Charges  against  Boers  remaining 
in  the  Field  after  September  15. 
1901,  (iiviog  Credit  for  value  of 
Food  Supplies  destroyed  by  British 
Troops,  proposed,  Apr.  15,  270. 

De  Wet  and  Du  Plessis,  Messrs., 
Imprisonment  of,  Apr.  lA,  128. 
129. 

BobertS,  Mr.  H.  [Denbighshire,  W.] 

India— Irrigation  Works,  Allocation  of 
Funds  out  of  Budget  Surplus— Con- 
struction of  Water  Works,  Tanks, 
etc,  by  Local  Governments  of  Bom- 
bay and  Madras,  Apr.  14,  141. 

Local  Government  (Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire) Bill,  2R.  Apr.  16,  390. 

BobertS,  Mr.  8.  [Sheffield,  Ecclesall] 

Stamp  Duty  on  Cheques,  etc..  Increase  in 
—Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  21,  874. 

Bobartson,  Mr.  E.  [Dundee] 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  Formation  of  by 
an  American  Syndicate  —  British 
Steamships  joining,  Apr.  24,  1182: 
Apr.  25,  1322. 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill— Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr.  17,  493. 

"Mars"  H. M.S.— Gun  Explosion,  Apr. 
15,211. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules- 
Supply  Business,  Apr.  11,  106  ;  Apr. 
25, 1388,  1424. 

Bobson,  Mr.  W.  8.  [South  Shields] 

Coal  Export  Tax— Displacement  of  Eng- 
lish Coal  in  German  Markets,  alWed, 
Apr.  i4  225.  »        6     > 

Com,  Meal,  etc.,  Reimposition  of  the 
Registration  Duty— Budget  Proposal, 
Apr,  14,  222 ;  Apr,  22,  966. 

Income  Tax,  Somroary  Method  of 
Collection— Bailifls  seizins  Furniture 
in  cases  where  there  had  Been  no  re- 
fusal to  Pay,  Apr.  I4,  226. 

Woolwieh  Arsenal  Staff— Reduction  of 
Working  Staff,  Non-reduction  of 
Official  Staff  —  Government  Work 
given  to  private  Contractors,  Guar- 
aaiees  for  tntore  Employment^  alleged, 
Apr.  14, 136. 
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Boche,  Mr.  J.  [Galway,  E.  ] 
Iceland. 

Cattle  Maiming  at  Ballinsloe— Punish- 
ment  of  Offenders,  Apr.  25, 1329. 

Galway,  Technical  rnstruction— Full 
Amount    of     Equivalent     Grant 
under   Acts    of    188(»    and   1891 
Makmg  avaiUble  for  Technicai 
l?!L*V'^'*'"'  ^f"''  -^^   S14  ;  Apr. 

BoUeston,  Sir  J.  P.  L.  [Leicester] 

Com  Grain   Meal,  etc.,  Dut^r  on-Budcet 
Proposal,  Apr.  22,  1001. 

Bollit,  Sir  A.  [Islington,  S.] 

North  Sea  Fisheries.    Pre«.ervation    of- 
larticnlars    of    International    Con- 

Telegraph  Service— London  Central  Tele- 
jn^ph  Office  Employee:.  Grievance, 
irt)^erninent  Breach  of  Faith,  alleged 
Apr.  18,  668.  »i'«gea, 

^''"^eSff''^''   University    Question, 

Royal  Commission,  Date  of  Report 
Q>.     ^pr.  ,'2,816.  *      ' 

Booskey 

Band  Practice  on  Christmas  Day,  Assault 
by  the  Police,  alleged, 
e.     Apr.  17,  645. 

Bope  Industry 

Philippines,  Hemp  Exports-Preferential 

n^^  /k    p""?"^  ,?^    America,   Effect 
upon  the  British  Rope  Industry. 

e*.     Apr.  15,  279  ;  Apr.  17,  527. 

Boscommon 

Proclamation  of  Castlerea,  Rural  District 
under  Cnmes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887 
u.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  576. 

Boscrea 

Proclamation   of    Rural   Districte  under 
Cnmes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887 
O.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  'l7,  676. 

Boss-shire 

Cottars^  Opportunity  of  obtaining  Crofta 
—Delay  in  evolving  Scheme. 
?.    Apr.  24,  1207. 

Bowntree,  Mr.  B.  a 

Book  describing  condition    of    Working 
Classes  m  the  City  of  York-Price  of 
n     *i!r  ^^^  proposed  Com  Duty, 
o-  ^  5«b8on,    Apr.    14,    224; 
Sir  J.  Pease,  Apr.  22,  1004. 

Boyal  Naval  Beserves  Volunteers  Bill 

c.  iR.*  Apr.  25,  1338. 

Bussell,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Tyrone,  S.] 
Ireland 

Coercion,  Revival  of.  Extent  and 
Nature  of  Boycotting,  Action  of 
Irish  Landlords,  etc.,  Afyr.  17, 591. 

Land  Purchase  -  Inspection  of  Hold  invra 
^ew  Rule  limiting  or  diapensinff 
with  InspecUoB,  Apr.  18,  768. 
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Russell,  Mr.  T.  W'—cont. 

Ireland — conL 

Proclamation  of  certain  Districts  under 
Crimes  Act — Intervention  in  aid  of 
Landlords  against  wonld-be  Pur- 
chasers, alleged,  Apr,  11,  594. 

Local  Government  (Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire) Bill,  2R.  Ayr.  16y 
406. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,    New  Rules- 
Supply  Business. 
Failure  of  the  existing  Sessional  Rule, 

Apr.  U,  1285. 
Irish  Supply— Inadequate  op^rtunity 
for  discussion  of  Irish  Grievances, 
Five  instead  of  Three  Days,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  25,  1340. 

Bnssia 

Dardanelles,  Prohibition  of  Foreign  War- 
ships— Exception  in  case  of  Russian 
Vessels,  Revision  of  Treaties  of  1841, 
1856  and  1871,  alleged,  Laying  Papers 
on  the  Table,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr.  17,  526. 

Tangier,  French  and  Russian  Squadron's 
Visit— Meeting    concerted    with   the 
Spanish  Government,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  280. 

Busthall  Manor  Bill 

/.  Report.*  Apr.  U,  114. 

3r.^  Apr.  21,  774. 
c.  IR.*  Apr.  22,  921. 

St.  Andrews  University 

Annual     Statistical    Report    Presented, 
Apr.  U,  120. 

St.  Margaret's  Clmrch,  Westminster 

Trees  between  the  Abbey  and  St  Mar- 
garet's— Lopping  of  Branches. 
q.     Apr.  18,  651. 

Salford  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Report.*  Apr.  23,  1074. 

Salisbury,  Marquess  of— Prime  Minister  and 
Lord  Privy  Seed 
Cordite  and  Small  Arms  Ammunition  in 
1895,  Lord  Monksweirs  Reference  to 
Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons- 
Irregular  Procedure.     Apr.  17,  460. 

Kimberley,  Lord,  Death  of,  Apr.  15,  259. 

South    African  War— Progress  of  Peace 
Negotiations,  Statement,  Apr.  18, 629. 

Salmon  Fisheries,  Scotland 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr.  18,  635. 

Sassoon,  Sir  E.  [Hythe] 

Beer  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  23,  1108. 

Savings  Banks  Funds 

Select  Committee 

Committee  Appointed,  Apr.  16,  451. 

Composition   of— Over-representation 
of  Banking  Interest,  etc. 

0,     Mr.    Channing,    Apr.  S4, 
1267. 

8) 


Savings  Banks  Funds— co»/. 

Select  Committee — eont. 

Labour  Representatives,  Addition  of^ 
proposed. 

Q.    Apr.  18,  646. 

Motion  [Sir  W.  Walrond],  Apr,  2^ 
1267. 

Scarborough  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Report*,  ^jw.  ^4,1166. 
Schwann,  Mr.  C.  B.  [Manchester,  N.] 

Mahsuds,  Military  Expedition  agiunst— 
Number  of  Forces  employed,  Lei^h 
of  Operations,  etc.,  Apr.  11^  16. 

Scotland 

Secretary— Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of 

Burleigh. 
Under  Secretary—Sir  C.  8oott-Mon- 

crieflF. 
Lord    Advocate  —  Rt.    Hon.    A,    G. 

Murray. 
Solicitor  -  General  —  Mr.     C.     Scott 

Dickson. 

Carloway  and  Stomoway,  Road  between 
— Delay  in  Completion. 
Q.    Apr.  14y  150. 

Congested  Districts  Board— Report  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  14,  117. 

Coronation  Celebrations,  Authorising 
Expenditure  by  Local  Authorities, 
proposed. 

Qs.    Apr.  17,  543 ;  Apr.  21,  812. 

Counties,  Burghs  and  Parishes— Return 
of  the  Population  and  Valuation  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  18, 627,  635. 

Deer  Forests  in  the  Highlands,  Extension 
of,  at  expense  of  Crofter  Population^ 
alleged— Legislation  proposeo. 
Qs.     Apr.  18,  652. 

Dog  Tax,  Reduction  of,  proposed— Amount 
derived  from  Tax. 
Q.    Apr.  14, 150. 

Education— for  collective  heading,  see  title 
Education. 

Fisheries— for  collective  heading,  sec 
Fisheries. 

Glasgow,  see  that  title. 

Highlands  and  Islands  —  for  collective 
heading,  see  Highlands  and  Islands. 

Hospitals,  Establishment  and  Main- 
tenance in  Congested  Areas— Legisla- 
tion, proposed. 

Qs.     Apr.  11,  18 ;  Apr.  17,  543. 

Inebriate  Reformatories— Rules  for  Re- 
treats Presented,  Apr.  15,  259,  260. 

Lewis,  Island  of,  see  that  title. 

Local  Government  Board— Annual  Re- 
port Presented,  Apr.  14,  117. 

Local  Taxation— Royal  Commission  Re- 
port Presented,  Apr.  14,  125  ;  Apr.  IS, 
259. 

Lunacy — Annual  Report  of  Conunisslonera 
Presented,  Apr,  14$  H^ 
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Mallaig    Mail    Service  —  Unsatisfactory 
Stumer   Service,  Terminating  Con- 
tract with  Mr.  Mac  Bray  ne,  proposed. 
Q.     Ajn-,  S4,  1190. 

Medical  Officers— Number  of  Parocliial 
Medical  OHicer^  in  Crofting  Counties 
not  possessing  Pnhlic  Health  Diplomas 
required  under  Public  Health  Act, 
1897. 
Q.     Apr,  e4,  1194. 

Moray  Firth,  see  that  title. 

Museum  of  Science  and  Art,  Edinburgh — 
Report  for  1901  Presented,  Apr,  14, 
119. 

National  Gallery— Annual  Report  Pre- 
sented, Apr,  14i  119* 

NobeVs  Explosives  Factory  at  Ardeer, 
Explosion  of  Nitro-Giycerine— Re- 
port of  Inspector  Presented,  Apr,  14, 
116. 

Orkney — Lease  of  Sea  Fishings,  Protec- 
tion of  Public  Fishing  Rights. 
Q,     Apr,  18,  653. 

Poet  Office— for  collective  heating,  see 
Post  Office. 

Prieons— Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr. 

14,  117. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  see  Revenue  and  Ex- 
penditure. 

Ross-f>hire — Cot*«.r8,  Opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing Cref  if»,  Delav  m  evolving  Scheme. 
Q.     Apr,  t'4y  1207. 

Sea  Fisheries  —  Statistical  Tables  and 
Memoranduta  relating  te,  Oidered, 
Apr,  22,  923. 

Shetland  —  Improved  Postal  Service 
between  Shetland  and  Aberdeen, 
proposed. 

Q,    Apr,  18,  653. 

Stomoway,  se*  that  title. 

Trawling,  see  that  title.  , 

Universities. 

Glasgow  —  Abstract     of      Account** 
Presented,  Apr.  I4,  120. 

St.      Andre>vs  —  Annual    Statistical 
Report  Presented,  Apr.  14,  120. 

Scott,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Lan<*ashiro,  Leigh] 

Cart>mght,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony,  Administration  of  Martial 
Law,  etc.,  Apr.  24,  1253. 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  Bill- 
Rent  of  School  Buildings,  Managers 
of  Elementary  School  making  Charge 
after  adoption  of  Part  III.  by  a  Local 
Authority,  Apr,  24,  1204. 

BcottiflhCoal 

Naval   Experfanenta  —  Compariaon   with 
Welsh  CoaL 
q,    Apr,  11, 15. 

Scottiflli  Equitable  Life  Assarance  Society 

/.  -  8B.'  Apr,  15,  268. 
e.     IB.*  Apr.  17,  51L 
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Sea  Fisheries 

Statistical     Tables     and     Memorandam 
relating  to,  Ordered,  Apr,  82, 023. 


Secondary  and  Technical  Education 

Amonnt     spent     annually     by     Coanty 
'  Councils  in   Salaries   and   Ezpenaei 
of  Organising  Seoretariee,  etc 
Q,    Apr,  17,  539. 

Education  (England  and  Walee)  Bill,  u% 
that  title. 

Minutes  sanctioning  subjeetB  to  be  taught 
under  Clause  8  of  1  echnioal  Instrue* 
tion  Act  for  the  City  of  Bath,  Avr^ 
15,  259,  270. 

Seely,  Mr.  0.  H.  [Lincoln] 

Cart  Wright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colony,  Government  Responsibility, 
etc.,  Apr,  24,  1260. 

Com,  Meal,  etc.,  Reimposition  of  the  Bm[* 
istration  Duty—  Budget  ProposiJ, 
Apr,  14,  242. 

Serria 

Trade  Report  Piesented,  Apr,  I4, 119. 

SetonKarr,   Mr.  H.    (St.  Helens) 

Irish  Fishery  Laws,  Breaches  of,  Reduction 
of  Fines  by  the  Irish  Executive, 
Apr.  22,  941. 

Sharpe,  Mr.  W.  [Kensington,  N.] 

Volunteers — Supplying  Boots  as  part  of 
existing  Kit,  proposed,  Apr,  11,  9. 

Shaw,  Mr.   T.  [Hawick  Burghs] 

Transvaal,  jFinancial  Resources  of — Con* 
tribution  to  the  Cost  of  the  War, 
Taxation  of  the  Mining  Industry,  pro- 
posed, Apr,  iJ,  331. 

Sheehan,  Mr.  D.  [Cork  Co.,  Mid.] 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill —  InstmcCion  to 
Committee,  Apr,  17,  606. 

Ireland 

Coercion,  Revival  of — English  Press 
rais-reuresentations  of  Situation 
in   Ireland,  etc.,  Ajn-.  17,  581. 

Cork,  CrimeleHjiiiess  of  — (Jrounds  for 
Proclamation  under  the  Crimes 
AQt,Apr.  24,  1198,  1199. 

Labourers'  Cottages  —  Rejection  of 
Applications  on  Appeal,  Addi- 
tional Evidence  brought  forward 
by  Petition.  Apr,  17,  547,  548. 

Labourers  [Ireland]  Acts 

Petitions — Laying  Evidence,  etc., 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House, 
proposed,  Apr,  14, 156. 

Railway  Workers  not  entitled  to 
Labourers'  Cottages  —  Legis- 
lation, proposed,  Apr,  14^  156. 

ShQiton  Mallet  Oas  Bill  " 

/.    2R.  Apr,  18,  625. 
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Sheridan,  ex-Sergeant 

Cliarges  of  Malicious  Injury,  etc. 

Prosecution    of     Sergeant  Sheridan, 
Delay  in  bringing  to  triaL 

Q,    Apr.  S4, 1199. 

Quinlan,Mrs.,  Compensation  to,  Pay 
ment  by  Taxpayere-  Refunding 
Money,  etc 

Qa,    Apr.  22,  939. 

Shetland 

Postal    Service   between    Shetland    and 
Aberdeen,    Improved  Facilities,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  653. 

Shipbuilding 

Navy,  sec  that  title. 

Shipping 

«ee  titles  Atlantic  Shipping  Trust  and 
Mercantile  Marino. 

Shop  Olubs  BiU 

c    Report.*  Apr.  f^,  1265. 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  (No.  2.)  Bill 

/.     IR.*  Apr.  14,  122. 

Shot  Drill 

Infliction  on  Military  Piisoners  at  Lioh- 
tield  Gaol — Inquiry. 
Q.    Apr.  S4,  1176. 

Signalling  at  Sea 

Night    Signalling — Adaptation  of   Inter- 
national Code  by  means  of  Colourt  d 
Lamps,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  J.'},  1326. 

Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  [Forfar] 

Coronation  Celebraticms,  Authorising  Ex- 
jiendituie  by  Scottinh  Local  Authori- 
ties, proi>o6ed,  Apr,  Jl,  812. 

North  Sea  I^'isherics,  Preservation  of — 
CouHiiItation  with  Scottish  Fishery 
Board,  Apr.  14,  146, 

g»lriiig  Fund 

<^e  National  Debt. 
Sittings  of  the  House 

New  Procedure  Rules,  Delay  in  operation 
until  after  Whitsuntide,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  J4y  1207. 

Slselligs  Lighthouse 

Delay  in  Reliefs. 
Q.     Apr.  16\  647. 

Slate  Club 

Postal    Employee   forbidden    to    Act   as 
Treasurer  —  Rescinding    Regulation, 
proposed. 
V.    Apr.  CU  811. 

Slavery 

Zanzibar— British  Officials  Administering 
Law     which     acknowledges     Legal 
Status  of  Slavery. 
Q.    Apr.  1S\  644. 

Sligo 

Proclamation  of  Various  Rural  and  Urban 
Districts  under  Crimes  (Ireland)  Act 
of  1887. 

O.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  575. 

82 


INDEX, 

Apr.    II — Apr,   25. 
Smallpox 


[Vol.  106. 


Ebsex —Treatment     of    Case    in     FeTer 
Hospital    between    Uedingham    and 
Halstead,  Securing  better  Isolation, 
proposed. 
Q.    Apr  14,  147. 

Smith,  Mr.  Parker  [Lanark,  Partiek] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,   New  Roles — 
Priority    of    Government    Bosineasy 
Apr.  11, 25. 

Snow  Leopard 

Destruction   of— Saddle   Cloths   for    the 
Indian  Imperial  Cadet  Corps. 
Os.    Marquess  of  Ailesbnry,  Apr. 
'J4,   1163;  Earl  of  Hatdwicke, 
1164. 

Soames,  Mr.  A.  W.  [Norfolk,  S.] 

Uganda  —  Military  (Operations  in  Nile 
Provinces  Laying  Despaichen  on  lh«s 
Table,  proposed,  Apr.  :i4,  1186. 

Vaccination  Exemption  Certificates — 
Bfccles  Magistrates  refnt>ing  tu  grant 
Certificates,  Apr.  f4,  1187. 

Soldiers'  Olnbs 

Establishing  in  Chief  Military  Stations — 
Lord  Cromer's  Report  on  Clubs  in 
Cairo. 
Q    Apr.  95,  1321. 

Soudan 

Finance,  Administration  and  Condition — 
Repoit  Presented,  Apr.  14,  119. 

Sonth  African  Constabulary 

Financial  Position  of  the  Transvaal,  Ca- 
pacity to  b»*ar  Cost  of  the  (Vnstaba- 
lary— Sir  M.  Hicks  Bdach's  State- 
ment, Apr.  15,  305. 

Gruiit  in  Aid. 

Budget  Statement  and  Debate,  Apr. 
14^  173. 

Objections  to  the  maintenance  of  an 
Armed  Constabulary  in  the  Tnuis- 
vaal  and  Orange  River  Cobmies. 
Os.     Mr.  Dillon,  Ajn-.  IS,  299  ; 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  304. 

South  African  League 

Martial  Law  in  South  Afiica,  Withdrawal 
of  Permission  to  hold  Public  Ideet- 
inj!8,  proposed. 
Qs,    Apr.  18,  363  ;  Apr.  ,'4,  1175. 

''South  African  News" 

Imprisonment  of  Mr.  Cartwright,  see  Cart- 
wright. 

South  African  War 

Banking  Transactions  in  South  Africa  for 
Supply  of  Funds  and  Movement  of 
Specie  from  Outbreak  of  the  War  to 
30th  Nov.,  1901. 
Q.     Apr,  18,  639. 

Botha,  Gen.— House  at  Waterfall  Vreheid, 
Destruction  by  the  British,  allemL 
Q.    Apr.  11,  8. 
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Soutk  African  Wta—cont, 

Burghers. 

Corps  of  Loyal  Bui^hers— .Invitations 
to  the  Coronation,  suggested. 
Q.    Apr.  25,  1320. 

Permits,  Fees  charged  for— Authority 
for  making  charges,  etc. 
Q.    Apr.  S2,  927. 

Camphell-Bannerman's,  Sir  H.,  Attitude 

and    Public     Utterances— Injury    to 

British  Army  and  Encouragement  to 

Boer  Forces,  alleged. 

Os.    Mr.  Brodrick,  Apr.  24,  1217  ; 

Mr.  Bartley,  1230. 

Canned  Provisions —Number  of  Contracts 
held  resp*H»tively  by  Canadian  and 
American  Firms. 

Qs.     Apr.  14,  132  ;  Apr.  21,  803. 

rai»e  Colony. 

Martial  Law,  >*(e  that  subheading. 

MiIitar>MWration8in  Cspc  Colony- 
Civil  Courts  coDtiuuing  to  sit,  etr. 
O.     \joxA   Colt  ridge,   Apr.   24, 
1149. 
Di-tricts  in  which    Civil  Courts 
are  still  sitting,  etc.— Objec- 
tions to  drawiig  up  Return. 
O.    I^rd  Raglau,  Apr.  .i4, 
1159. 

C^twright,  Mr.  A.,  see  Cartwright. 

Clasps— Service  in  Natal  and  Cape  Colony, 
Allowing  men  to  hold  both  Clasps, 
proposed. 

Q.    Apr.  15,  274. 

Colonial  Allowances,  Income  Tax  Kebate. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  639. 

Colonial  Assistance  in  Men— Exhaustion 
of  Home  Resources. 

O.    Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Apr.  21,  888. 

Colonial  Contingents. 

Pay,  Rate  of. 
^.     Apr.  15,  272. 

Terms  of  Service. 
Q.     Apr.  11,  10. 

Concentration  Camps. 

Death  Returns  in  January  and  Febru- 
ary, 1902 — Discrepancies  between 
Original  and  Revised  Figures. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1171. 

Maintenance  Charges  against  Boers 
reiiiainiog  in  the  Field  after  Sep- 
tember 15,  1901— (iiving  Credit 
for  value  of  Fotxl  Supplies  taken 
possucsion  of  or  burnt  by  British 
Troojw,  proposed. 
Q.     Afjr.  /5,  270. 

SUtiRtics  Prcsenteil,  Apr.  21,  776, 
796. 

Conduct  of  the  War. 

Campbell- Bannerman'p,  Sir  H.,  Atti- 
tnde  and  Public  Utterances— In- 
jury to  British  Army  and  En- 
conragement  to  Boer  Forces, 
allt-ged. 

Os.     Mr.   Brodrick,    Apr.    ; 
1217;  Mr.  Bartley,  1230. 

Farm-bumiDg,  ut  that  sub-heading. 
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Contracts  for  Canned  Piovisioni— Number 
of    Contracts    held   respectiTely   by 
Canadian  and  American  Firms. 
Qs.     Apr.  14,  132 ;  Apr.  £1,  803. 

Cost  of  the  War,  Expenditure,  Ways  and 
Means,  etc. 

Additional  Expenditure  —  Budget 
Statement,  Apr.  14^  172. 

Additional  Taxation  during  the  last 
three  years.  Proportion  available 
for  the  War  after  defraying  Nor- 
mal Expenditure,  Prospects  of 
reduced  Taxation  after  the  War. 

Beach's,  Sir  M.    H.,  Promise  to 

Elace  a  Statement  liefore  the 
loose,  Apr.  14,  246. 

Harcourt,  Sir  W.,  on,  Apr.   I4, 
191. 

Amount  expended  in  1901-02  for  War 
CbargcH    in    South    Afri»   and 
China— Budget  Statement,  Apr. 
14,  163. 

Borrowing  Powers,  Temporary  Bur- 
rowing Powers  to  »he  extent  of 
t^n  or  twelve  millions — Budget 
Statement  aud  Debate,  Apr.  I4, 
186,  193— Debate  on  the  Budget 
ReHolntions,  Apr.  15,  301  ;  Apr. 

Jlr^\9. 

Budget  Statement,  Apr.  14,  163,  170. 
172. 

Estimated  Amount  of  War  Charges 
up  to  March  31,  1903— Return 
Ordered,  Apr.  i7, 61 4— Presented, 
Apr.  24,  1 169. 

Estimates     for     War     Expenditure, 
which,  in  view  of  Peace  Negotia- 
tions, may  excted  Requirements 
— I)ei>artttre  from  Precedent  and 
Constitutional  Practice,  alleged. 
O.    Mr.  G.    Bowles,   Apr.  21, 
839;    Sir    W.     Harcourt, 
890 ;  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  899. 

Government  Optimism,  Policy  of 
Concealment,  alleged. 

Os.    Mr.  Dillon,  Apr.  15,  294  ; 
Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  302. 

Ireland,  Over-taxation  of— Objections 
to  pay  for  a  War  which  Irish 
opinion  disapproves,  sec  Fioancial 
Relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

I^an,  str  titles  lA>an  and  Loan  Bill. 

Taxation  and  Ix>ans,  (Question  of- 
J'roportion  of  Cost  of  South 
Afncan  War  contributed  from 
Taxation,  Precedents  of  former 
Wars  —  Deliate  on  the  Budget 
Resolutions,  A;tr.  15,  310,  313, 
316,  320,  321.  332;  Apr.  21, 
844,  863,  876,  898. 

Terminating  the  War,  Expenses  of— 
Gi-atuities,  Disembodiment, 
Transport  Service,  etc. 

Os.  Mr.  McCrae.  Apr.  IS,  318, 
320,  321 ;  Mr.  Lough,  Apr. 
21,  819. 
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Terminating  the  War— Expenses  of 

— cont. 

Amount  incladed  in  Estimates  of 
Expenditare  for  1901-02. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  531. 

Budget  Statement  and  Debate, 
Apr.  14,  174,  196. 

Three  Years  EBtimate,  Total  Expen- 
diture on  Wars  in  South  Africa 
and  China  — Budget  Statement, 
Apr.  14,  170. 

Transvaal  Contiibution,  see  Trans- 
vaal Financial  Condition. 

Cost  of  the  War  in  Men  and  Money — 
ExhauBtion  of  Resources. 
O.     Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Apr.  21,  888. 

De  Wet,  Mr.  D.  J.— Detention  in  Matjes- 
fontein  Camp. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  128. 

Despatches. 

Kitchener's,  Lord,Despatehe9,  see  sub- 
heading, Kitchener,  Lord. 

Spion  Kop,  see  that  sub-heading. 

Du    Plessis,    Mr.,    Deportation    to   Port 
Alfred. 
Q.    Apr.  14,  128. 

Farm  burning,  etc.,  by  the  Boers— 
Keturn  of  BuildingH  destroyed,  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  S4, 1147,  1169. 

Farms — Sale  of  Boer  Farms. 

Iniquitous  Policy. 

0.    Mr.  Markham,  Apr.  15,  329. 

Method  of   ascertaining  that  owners 
were  alive  and   on  commando — 
Disposal  of  Proceeds  of  Sales  be- 
longing to  dead  Boers. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  616. 

Purchase  of  Boer  Farms  by  British 
Government  —  Price     paid     for 
Strydfontein  Farm. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  798. 

Hampshire  Regiment.  Railway  Disaster — 
Inquiry,  Pensions  to  Relatives  of  Men 
killed,  etc, 

Q.     Apr.  25, 1320. 

Horses,  see  that  title. 

Income  Tax    on  Officers'  Pay,  Arrange-  ' 
ments  for  Rebate. 
Q.     Ajjr.  IS,  639. 
India.  Depletioa  of  Forces— Exhaustion  of  , 
Home  Resources. 
0.    Sir  William  Hdrcouit,  Apr.  il, 
888. 

Kimberley— Boer  Raid  on  Mar.  28. 
Q.    Apr.24,\\1^* 

Kitchener,  Lord. 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Libel  on  Lord 
Kitchener,  se^  Cartwright,  Mr.  A. 

Despatches  relative  to  Military  Opera- 
tions Presented,  Apr.  I4,  115 ; 
Apr.  24,  1147,  1170. 


Kritzinger,  Com.,  Court  Martial  on— Ex- 
clusion of  the  Public,  all^^ed. 
Q.    Apr.  ^4,1177. 

Ladysmith— Sir  R.  Bnller^s  Heliogram  to 
Sir  G.  White,  Publication  of  Text 
proposed. 

Qs.  Apr.  2U  799  ;  Apr.  22,  926. 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony — Administra- 
tion. 

Carnarvon's,  Lord,  Regulations — Lord 
Milner's  concurrence  in,  alleged. 
Os.    Lord  Coleridge.   Apr.   S4y 

1150,  1152;  Lord  James  01 
Hereford,  1161. 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  of,  9ee 
Cartwright,  Mr. 

Civil  Courts  still  open.  Illegality  of 
Martial  Law  within  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  Civil  Coorta, 
alleged. 

Os.     Lord  Coleridge,  Apr.  S4, 

1151,  Lord  Alver«tone, 
1 156,  Lord  James  of  Here- 
ford, 1161. 

Commandants  of  Military  Districts — 
Qualifications  for  Appointments, 
etc. 

Q.     Apr.24,\l':Q. 

Courts  Martial,  Publicity  of  Proceed- 
ings—Exclusion   of     the   Pttblie 
from    TriaU     of     Commandants 
Scheepers  and  Kritzinger,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  J',,  \  Ml. 

Detention    of    British     Subjects    in 
South  Africa. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  636. 

Military  Authorities,  Extent  of 
Powers,  etc. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Morley,  Apr.  24^ 
1211;  Sir  W.  Harconrt, 
1218;  Mr.  Elliot,  1222; 
Sir  R  Finlay,  1239  ;  Sir  R 
Reid,  1242 ;  Sir  J.  Fergiw- 
feon,  1244  ;  Mr.  Yerbni^, 
1248  ;  Mr.  Asquith,  125a 

Return,  Date  of  Presentation. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1175. 

South  African  Leigae,  Withdrawal  of 
permistsion  to  noid  Public  Mee(- 
lujr^f  projKwed. 

Qs.  Apr.  IS,  636;  At/r.  24, 
1175. 

Medical  Nccessaricj*  for  Boer  Commaiidoes 

Delarey,  (ien.— U*»«|nest  that   Modi 
cines,   etc.,   nii^ht  be  forwarded 
through  the  British  Lines,  alleged. 
Q.  Aitr.  14,  129. 

Villebois-Mareuil,    Vicomte     asking 
nermission    to  forward    Mediod 
Kecessaries,  alleged. 
Q.     Ajtr.  11,  9. 

Methuen*8,  Lord,  Reverse  at  Tweebosch— 
Capture  of  Convoy,  oto. 

Methuen's,  rx>rd,  Re[K>rt,  Presented, 
Apr.  14,  119. 
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Methuen's,  Lord,  Reverse  at  Tweebosch 
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Yeomanry,  Conduct  of  the  86th  Com- 
pany— Length  of  Traioing  prior  to 
Embarkation  for  Soath  Africa, 
etc. 

Q.     Apr.  /.7,  271. 
Military  Prisoners,  Detention  in  custody 
on  the  Tennination  of  the  War. 
Q,     Apr.  t'^,  1 1 09. 

OliTier'H  Farm,  Details  of  Fight. 

Q.     Apr.24,\\n. 
Peace  Delegates. 

De  Wet,  Mr.  D.  J.,  Imprisonment  at 
Matjesfontein. 
Q.    Apr.  Uy  128. 

Du  Plessia,  Mr. — Deportation  to  Port 
Alfred. 

Q,     Apr.  14,  128. 

Peace  Negotiations. 

Armistice,  Refusal  of. 

Q,     Apr.  24,  1173. 
Budget,  Deferring  till  Conclusion  of 
Negotiations,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  14.  127. 
Os.     Mr.  Holland,  Apr.  U,  216; 
Mr.  Robson,  222. 

Burger,  Mr.  Schalk,  and  other  Repre- 
sentatives— Terms  of  Safe  Con- 
duct, etc. 

Q.    Apr.  11,  7. 

Conditions  offered  to  Boer  Leaders  at 
Pretoria  Conference. 
Q.     Apr.  21,  797. 
Kitchener,  Lord,  and  Lord  Milner  de- 
barred from  expressing  opinion  to 
Boer  Leaders    upon   suggestions 
made    by  them — Giving  greater 
Discretion,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  17,  515. 

Law  of  the  late  Transvaal  Republic 
requiring  Delegates  to  refer 
Terms  of  Peace  to  Commandoes 
in  the  Field. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  924. 

Progress  of. 

Qs.  Apr.  11,  7,  112;  Apr.  14, 
12(5 ;  Apr.  15,  270. 

Statements  [Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury 1,  Apr.  IS,  629;  [Mr. 
A.  J.  Bahour],  658. 

Postal  Servants  engaj^ed  in  Military  Work 
in  South  Africa. 

Position  of—  Reinstatement,  Pay,  etc. 
ay.     Mr.   Hay,    Apr.  18,   721  ; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  721. 

Record *<    of    past    Misconduct,    Can- 
celling on  V'oliiuteering  for  Active 
Service,  propiwed. 
Q.    Apr.  :4>iW). 

Railway  Accidents. 

HampMliire    Hej^iment    Di^antpr— In- 
quiry,  Pensions   to   Relatives  of 
Men  killed,  t-Ui. 
Q.   Apr.  Jo,  1.T20. 

Scale  of    Pensions   for    Widows   of 
Soldiers  killed  in  Railway  Acci- 
dents. 
g.  Api\  17,  517, 
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Refugee  Camps,  see  sub-heading  Concen- 
tration Camp6 

Scheepers,  C/om.,  Court  Martial  on— Ex- 
clusion of  the  Public,  alleged. 
Q.  Apr.  24,  1177. 

Spion  Kop  Despatches. 

Despatches  Presented,  Apr.  15,  268 
269. 

Omissions  from,  'and  Alterations  in, 
previous  to  publication,  alleged. 
Q.  Apr.  21,  801 :  Apr.  2S,  927  ; 
Apr.  25,  1319. 

Publication  of  previously  unpublished 
De^patcbe*. 
Qs.    Apr.  21,  799;    Apr.    £4, 
1174. 

Warren,  Sir  C. 

Criticism  of,  by  Sir  R  Bnller — 
Publication  of  Despatches. 
Qg.    Apr.  21,    800;    Apr. 
22,925;  Apr.  U,  1174. 

Statement  laid  before  Com« 
roander  -  in  •  Chief  on  with- 
drawal from  Natal  Com- 
mand— Withholding  Doon- 
ment  from  Publication. 
Qs.     Apr.  SI,  801. 

Sutherland    Skirmish  —  Lord     Kitchener 
withholding  Details  of  the  Engage- 
ment, alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  8. 

Telegraphists  serving  with  the  Royal 
Engineers,  Return  Home — Reward  for 
prolonged  Service. 

Qs.    Apr.  14,  130  ;  Apr.  15,  274. 

Terminal  Charges,  see  subheading  Cost  of 
the  War. 

Transport  Service,  see  that  title. 

Tweebosch  Engagement,  set  subheading 
Methuen,  Lora 

Tweefontein,  Capture  of  Depot  Camp  by 
Gen.  De  Wei — Number  of  Cartndges 
taken. 

Q.    Apr.  $4,  1176. 

Veterinary  Hospitals,  Inspector  of — Ap- 
pointment ot  Col.  Long. 
Q.     Apr.  24,  1175. 

Volunteers. 

Honorary  Rank  in  the  Army,  (i rant- 
ing to  Officers  of  Active  Service 
ConipanicH. 

Q.     Apr.  21,  802. 

Terms  of  Service. 
V.     Apr.  11,  10. 

Wolsnley's,  Lonl,  Vi<»it  to  South  Africa — 
Refusal  of  Faiiliii  s  to  vluit  Battle- 
fields, alleged. 
Q.    Apr.  n,  1172. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial. 

Officers    granted    CommiBsioni     in 
Cavalry  Regiments, 
t'.    "Api\  .?.;,  1178, 


Son— Spe] 

Sontli  African  Yfax—emt. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial — conL 


[VoL  106. 


INDEX. 

Apr,    11^ Apr,   25. 

Speaker— Bt.  Hon.  W.  B  (haUj^eont, 

Parliamentary  Procedure— New   Kales — 


L 


Terms  of  Service. 
Q.     Apr.  11,  10. 

Tweebosch  £n|ragement,  Conduct  of 
the  86th    Company — Length    of 
Trainioc  prior  to    Embarkation 
for  South  Africa,  etc. 
q,    Apr,  loy  271. 

Sonth-Eastem  District  Post  Office 

Promotions  to  Overseers  Chiss,  Claims  of 
Messrs.  Burn  and  Johnson. 
Q,    Apr.'^Ji,\\%^. 

South  Shields,  Sunderland,  and  District 
Tramways  Bill 

/.  2b.*  Apr,  U,  114. 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribu- 
tion Bill 

c.  Report  ♦  Apr,  SS,  920. 

Southport  and  Lsrtham  Tramroad  Bill 

e,  am,*  Apt,  11,  3. 

3H.*  Apr,  ;?^,  919. 
/.  ln,*Apr,S4,  1146. 

Spain 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr,  f^4, 1147. 

"Spartiate''H.M.S. 

Nature  and  Cost  of  Repairf. 
Qs.    Apr,  17,  625 ;  Api\  S2,  929. 

Speaker- Bt.  Hon.  W.  E.  Gully  [Carlisle] 

Income  Tax  Resolution  Reported. 

DifiCQssion  of  the  Methods  of  the  Sur- 
veyor of  Taxes  in  Ireland  was 
not  in  Order,  Apr,  tS,  1068. 

Motion  to  exempt  Ireland  from  an  in- 
crease in  the  Income  Tax — Motion 
was  not  in  Order  because  the 
Question  had  already  been  put, 
*'  That  this  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  sud  Reso- 
lution," Apr.  22y  1068. 

Irrelevant  Observations,  Apr,  17 ,  480, 489» 
503  ;  Apr.  22,  914,  1003,  1014,  1025, 
1027 ;  Apr.  24,  1253. 

Notice  of  Motion  for  Suspension  of  any 
Rule — Nothing  in  the  Standing  Orders 
which  required  Notice  to  be  given — It 
was  the  well-established  immemorial 
practice  to  give  Notice  of  such  Motions, 
Apr,  11,  58. 

Parliamentary  Procedure— New  Rules. 

Irrelevant  Observations,  ^j[^.  //,  38, 
46,  76,  80,  81  ;  Apr.  t4,  1305, 
1364, 1388,  1408. 

Priority  of  Government  Business. 

Amendment  proposing^  Two  Days 
Notice  01  Suspension  of  Order 
— In  the  Event  of  the  Amend- 
ment not  passinc  the  House 
would  be  entitled  to  the 
ordinary  one  day's  notice, 
Api\  11,  58. 
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cont. 

Priority  of   Government  Business— 
cont. 

Impossible  to  lay  down  before- 
hand at  what  time  or  st«ge 
the  Member's  remarks  on  t£e 
benefits  of  Private  Members 
Bil  Is  would  be  in  Order— If  t  he 
remarks  were  irrelevant  the 
Member  would  be  interrupted 
and  would  then  find  out 
whether  he  was  in  Order, 
Apr.  11,  47. 

Waste  of  Time  in  Discasmoo — 
If  the  Member  thought  the 
expression  was  not  in  Onler 
he  should  have  ampealed  at 
the  time,  Apr.  11,  83. 

Supply,  Business  in 

Discussions  unduly  prolonged — 
The  Member  was  entitM  to 
say  that  Discussions  wete 
sometimes,  in  his  \  iew,  unduly 
prolonged  by  Govern  men  t 
Supporters,  but  he  was  not 
entitled  to  go  into  details  of 
a  particular  scene,  Apr,  :^ 

Expenditure,  Tendency  of— The 
Member  was  not  entitled  to 

So  into  detailaof  Expenditure, 
ut  he  might  generally  state 
his  opinion  as  to  the  tendency 
of  Expenditure,  Apr.  11,  102. 

Member  was  renewing  the  general 
Discussion,  and  was  going 
more  into  detail  regaiding 
methods  of  Government  in 
Ireland  than  was  in  Order  on 
the  Amendment,  Apr,  fS, 
1351. 

Personalities. 

Gnws  Calumny — ^The  member  was  not 
in  order  m  applying  such  an  ex- 
pression to  a  Statement  made  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
Apr.  S4,  1257. 

Perhaps  members  on  the  other  aide 
have  Privileges  which  are  not 
accorded  to  those  on  this  tude — 
Withdrawal  of  Expression,  etc, 
Apr,  11,  SS, 

Sit  Down— Mr.  Speaker  not  having 
heard  the  expression  declined  to 
take  any  notice  of  it,  Apr,  11,  83. 

Privilege — Order  of  Attachment  against 
the  Member  for  North  Leitrim.  The 
Question  of  Privilege  does  not  arise 
until  a  Member  is  prevented  from 
attending  the  Service  of  the  House- 
Cases  of  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Charlton. 
As  long  as  the  member  for  North 
Leitrim  is  in  England  be  is  not  liaUe 
to  arrest  on  an  Order  of  Attachment 
made  in  Ireland,  Apr.  es,  1335^  1336. 

Questions. 

Alteration  of  Queatinn  by  Clerk  of 
the  Table,  Apr,  XS,  939. 
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SpMker— Bight  Hon.  W-  E.  Qnlly~con/. 

Qnestions — eont. 

Arguing  the  Qaestion,  A2>r,  18,  656, 
Apr,  SI,  800,  802. 

Minister's  Answer  to  a  Quettion  must 
l)e  taken  for  better  or  worse, 
Apr,  S4t  1173. 

Minister's  Right  to  decline  to  answer 
a  Question,  Apr.  f  ?,  926. 

Notice  of  Question,  Apr.  14,  131, 

Request  for  Information— The  Ques- 
tion asked  was  not  a  Request  for 
Information,  Apr,  17,  550. 

Supplementary  Questions  out  of 

Order,  Apr,   I4,   158;   Apr.    17, 

653 ;  Apr,  18,  654  ;  Apr.  21,  800  ; 

Apr.  ;?:?,  940{;  Apr,  U,  1181. 

Tedious  Repetition  of  the  same  Argument, 

Apr,  a?f,  1068. 

Wording  of  Qneetion— Qnestions  with 
regard  to  judicial  proceedings 
must  be  asked  in  moderate  terms, 
Apr.  24,  1201. 

Spear,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Devon,  Tavistock] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules- 
Supply  Business,  Apr.  11,  76. 

Speeches  in  tlie  House 

Time  Limit,  etc.,  for  Speeches  in  Commit- 
tee of  Supply. 

Debate  on  New  Procedure  Rule,  Busi- 
ness in  Supply,  Apr.  11,  87. 

Spencer,  Earl 

Kimberley,  Lord,  Death  of,  Apr.  15,  261. 

Spion  Kop  Despatches 

see  South  African  War. 

Spirit  Duties 

Additional  Duty  imposed  in  1900,  Continu- 
ance of— Budget  R^olution,  Apr.  15, 
363 ;  Report,  Apr.  17,  623 ;  Apr.  ^2, 
1071. 

Revenue  derived  from— Budget  Statement, 
Apr,  14,  167. 

Spirits 

Taxation    of— Protest  against  the  Com 
Daty  as  constituting  an  additional 
Tax  on  Spirits. 
0.    Mr.  Young,  Apr,  SI,  841. 

Stamp  Duties 

Additional  Duty  of  Id.  on  Bills  at  sight. 
Cheques,  etc. — Budget  Proposal. 

Amount  Anticipated. 
Q,     Apr,  17,  531. 

Budget  Statement  and  Debate, 
Apr.  14  177,  210,  213,  217,  228, 
234,  252. 

Debate  on  the  Budget  Resolution, 
Apr.  SI,  821,  826,  8.35,  843.  849, 
854,  856.  859,  862.  868,  873,  874, 
875,  893,  896. 

Resolution  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mesns,   Apr.    15,    .3.37 ;    Re|)on, 
Apr.  17.  623 ;  Attr.  >ii,  1071. 
Revenue  derived  from^Budget  Statement, 

Apr.  14,  laa. 
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Stamps 

Cheques.  Adhesive  Stamps  on—Obligation 
to  obliterate  Stamp. 
Q,     Apr.  i7,  531. 

Selling  Medicines  without  affixing  Stamps, 
Penalties   paid   to    Inland    Revenue 
Authorities — Amount  awarded  to  the 
Informer. 
Q,     Apr.  15,  281. 

Standard  Bank  of  Sontk  Africa 

Fremantle,  Sir  C.  W.,  and  Lord  Welby  as 
Directors. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  641. 

Transactions   for   Supply  of  Funds  and 
Movement  of  Specie  from  Outbreak 
of  the  War  to  30th  November,  190L 
Q.    Apr.  18,  639. 

Standing  Orders 

.  Misinterpretation  of   spirit  of   Stamding 
Order  Na  XXII.  by  Local  Authori- 
ties in  the  case  of  the  Croydon  and 
District  Electric  Tramways  BilL 
O,    Mr.  Forster,  Apr,  Si,  914. 

Standing  Order  No.  LXXXVIL.  Amend- 
ment  of — Amended  Order  Presented, 
A^tr.  SI,  776. 

Stanley.   Lord — Financial  Secretary  to    the 
War  Office  [Lancashire,  West  ifoughton] 

Canteens,  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

Constitution  of  Committee,  Apr.  I4, 
133,  134. 

Date  of  Publication  of  Report,  etc, 
Apr.  25,  1322. 

Crimean  Veterans*  Pensions,  Increase  in 
daily  payments  during  past  year,  Apr. 
17,  521. 

Guard  Bed,  Abolition  of  and  substitution 
of  Barrack.  Cots,  proposed,  Apr.  22, 
929. 

Highland  Regiments,  Abolition  of  the 
Kilt,  aU^ed,  Apr.  I4, 131 ;  Apr.  17, 
518,  519. 

Horses  for  the  Army. 

Colonies — Existence  of  Horse-breed- 
ing Establishments  or  Depots, 
Apr,  21,  803. 

Purchase  of 

Canada,  affording  Farmers  similar 
facilities  for  tendering  as 
those  vriven  in  United  States, 
Apr.  18,  638. 

Instructions  to  Officers  porchasing 
abroad,  Apr,  17,  518. 

Number  purchased  during  Marob, 
etc.,  Apr.  11,  11. 

Preston,  Purchase  of  Horses  at» 
alleged,  Apr.  11,  12. 

Remount  Depots,  Establishment  in 
Ontario  and  North-  West  Province, 
pioposed,  Apr.  I4,  132. 

South  African  War— Sufficiency  of 
Supply  of  Horses, Lord  Kitchener's 
Report*,  Apr,  11, 11. 


Sta— 8ta1 


« 


Stanley^  Lord— <;oh^ 


Income  Tax  on  Army  Officers'  Pay, 
Arrangements  for  Kebate  in  Cases 
where  Pay  is  drawn  in  South  Africa — 
Bebate  on  Colonial  Allowances,  Apr. 
18,  630. 

Medical  Corps.  Ro^al,  Promotions— Ante- 
dating Promotions,  etc.,  Apr,  22, 928. 

Money  Orders — Registration  of  Soldiers 
Letters,  proposed,  Apr,  17,  579. 

*  Pewsey  Roads,  Damage  by  War  Office 
Contractors  —  Delivery  of  Materials 
at  Lndgershall  instead  of  at  nearest 
station  to  Bolford  Camp,  Apr,  14, 
137. 

Recruits  Age— Minimum  Age,  Apr,  11, 12. 

Royal  Garrison  Regiments— Sanctioning 
Rands,  Apr,  S2,  928. 

Service,  Prolonging  Term  of  Service— 7 
Years  Service  becoming  8^  years,  etc. 
Justification  for  Order,  etc.,  Apr,  1$, 
143. 

Shot  Drill,  Infliction  at  Lichfield  Goal, 
Apr.  24,  1176. 

Soldiers'  Clubs,  Establishment  of  at  Mili- 
tary Stations  proposed— Lord  Cromer's 
Report  on  Clubs  in  Cairo,  Apr,  So, 
1321. 

South  African  League  —  Withdrawal  of 
Permission  to  hold  Meetings  in  South 
Africa  during  the  War,  proposed, 
Apr.  24,  nib. 

To  ith  African  War. 

Boer  Burghers'  Permits,  Fees,  charged 
for  —  Authority  for  inakiug 
charges,  etc.,  Apr,  22,  928. 

Cartwright,JMr.  A.— Refusal  of  Appli- 
cation for  Permission  to  leave 
for  England  on  Expiry  of  Term 
of  Imprisonment,  Apr,  I4,  127, 
128. 

Clasps — Service  in  Natal  and  Cape 
Colooy,  allowing  Men  to  hold 
both  Clasps,  proposed,  Apr,  15, 
275. 

Colonial  Troops,  Rate  of  Pay,  Apr,  13, 
272. 

Canned  Provisions — I^  umber  of  Con- 
tracts held  respectively  by 
Canadian  and  American  Firms, 
Apr.  14,  132 ;  Apr.  21,  803. 

De  Wet,  D.  J.  and  Du  Plessis,  Messrs., 
Imprisonment  of — Apr.  J 4,  1'28, 
129. 

Martial  Law  in  Cape  Colony 

Commandsntsof  MilitaryDi!«trictft 
— QnaliHoationM  ft»r  Appoint- 
ments, etc.,  Apr.  24y  1176. 

Return,  Date  of  Proven tition, 
Apr.  24,  1175. 

Medical  Necessaries  for  Boer  Com- 
mandoes— Gen.  Delarey's  Request 
that  Medicines,  etc.,  might  be 
forwarded  through  the  British 
Lines,  alleged,  Apr,  14,  129. 
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Stanley,  Lotd—c^nt 

South  African  War — cont. 
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Methuen's,  Lord,  Tweebosch  Engage- 
ment— Yeomanry,  (induct  of  the 
86th  Company  —  Length  of 
Training  prior  to  Embarkation 
for  South  Africa,  etc.,  A  vr,  15,211, 
272. 

Railway  Accidents,  Scale  of  Pensions 
for  Widows  of  Soldiera  Killed, 
Api',  17,  517. 

Scheepera  and  Kritzinger,  Command- 
ants— Exclusion  of  tne  Public 
from  Courts  Martial,  alleged, 
Apr.  2^  1177. 

Spion  Kop  Despatches — Publication 
of  previously  unpublished  Des- 
patches, Apr.  24, 1174. 

Telegraphists  Serving  with  the  Royal 
Engineers,  Return  Home — Reward 
for  Prolonged  Service,  Apr.  14t 
130,  131 ;  Apr.  15,  274. 

Tweefontein  Incident — Number  of 
Cartridges  taken  by  the  Boers, 
Apr,  24,  1176. 

Tower  of  London  Painting  Contract,  Rate 
of  Wagts— Rieach  of  Fair  Wage 
Ri  solution,  Api',  18,  643. 

Typhoid  Fever,  Inoculation  against — 
Result',  Laying  Report  on  the  Table, 
proposed,  Apr.  24,  1«'K2. 

Uniforms— Royal  Field  Artillery,  Re- 
placing Numerals  on  Shoulder  Straps, 
proposed,  Apr,  24,  1179. 

Veterinary  Service 

Rank,  Pay,  and  Promotion — DiiFer- 
ences  between  Medical  and  Veteri- 
nary Services,  .^/>r.  24, 1177,  1178. 

South  Africa,  Inspector  of  Veterinary 
Hospitals — Appointment  of  Col. 
Long,  Apr.  24,  1175. 

Volunteers 

Camp  Allowance  in  1902,  Apr,  24$ 
1178. 

Regulations,  New  Efficiency  Regula- 
tion)— Dateof  Promulgation,  Apr. 
17,  519. 

Sen'ice  Dress — Clothing  Recruits  in 
the  n«»w  Service  Dies*,  Retaining 
Old  Pattern  for  Trained  Mfn 
until  it  is*  worn  out,  Apr,  18,  613. 

Service  Medal — Men  serving  in  other 
Forces  pievious  to  Volunteer 
Service,  U**ikoning  such  Service 
towanU  Long  Ser%'ice  Mtdal, 
piOpo  etl,  Apr.  :,*4*  1178. 

South  Afri  -an  War— Granting  Officers 
Honorary  liauk  in  the  Army, 
Apr.  21,  803. 

Training  Scheme,  Carrying  out  New 
Scheme,  Apr.  17,  520. 

Transference  from  one  Battalion  to 
Another,  Cambrooa  Procedure^ 
Apr.  17,  SiO. 
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Staiiky,  Lotd—coiit, 

Waltham  Royal  Gunpowder  Factory— 
Proyiaion  of  Locker  or  ChoBt  for 
Chargemen  and  Workmen,  propoaed— 
Men  diacliarged  for  Working  in 
Banffer  Areas  with  Matches,  Future 
Employment,  etc.,  Apr,  14,  135. 

Woolwich  Arsenal. 

Ash  Removal  Contracts— Officers, 
responsible  for  Disposal  of  Ashes, 
etc.,  Apr.  14,  136. 

Discharge  of  Workmen. 

Long  Service  Men,  Dischirgeof — 
Stopping  farther  reduction 
of  the  Staff,  proposed,  Apr, 
17,  521. 

Non-reduction  of  Official  Staff— 
Ooveinment  work  given  to 
private  Contractors,  Guaran- 
tees for  future  Employment, 
alleged,  Apr,  14^  135. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial. 

AlderMhot  Training  —  Inadequate 
Number  of  Hor'«e?.  Deficit  ncy  in 
Medical  Oiticers,  FttrrierH,  etc., 
Apr,  16,  273. 

Cavalry  Commissioos  grante<l  to 
Officers  since  Outbreak  of  the 
South  African  War,  etc.,  Apr.  24, 
1179. 

Home  Service,  Number  receiving  5e. 
a  day,  Apr,  15,  273. 

Medical  Examination  of  Recruits  by 
Resident  Civil  Practitioner,  pro- 
posed, Apr,  11,  10. 

Pay  of  Subaltern  Officers  during 
training  prior  to  despatch  to  South 
Africa — (^ranting  Militia  Messing 
Allowance,  proposed,  Apr,  15, 
274. 

Thirtieth  Battalion,  Detention  at 
Bnlford  Camp — Cost  to  the 
Public,  etc.,  ipr,  15,  272. 

fltayanson,  Mr.  F.  S.  [Suffolk,  Eye] 

Beer  Bill,  2R.  Apr,  23, 1130. 

Greenwich  Guardians*  Application  for 
Permission  to  sell  Grove  Park  Work- 
house— Deputation  to  Mr.  Long,  pro* 
poaed,  Apr.  11,  16. 

liacedonia— British  Consuls'  Report  to 
Sir  N.  O'Conor  during  past  12  months, 
Laying  upon  the  lable,  proi>osed, 
Apr.  15,  279. 

Merchant  Tajrlors*  School— DiMmis?al  of 
Three  Ai>8i8tant  Masters,  Question  of 
Pensions — Boaid  of  Education  Juris- 
diction over  the  School,  etc.,  Apr,  17, 
537,  539. 

Stewart,  Sir  M.  [Kirkcudbright] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc..  Duty  on — Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  22,  904. 

Coronation— Facilities  for  Members  to  view 
the  PrgceaeioD,  Apr,  14,  149. 
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Stomoway 
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Mail    Steamer    Service,    Unsatisfactory 
Condition  of — Terminating  Contract 
with  Mr.  MacBrayne,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr,  24,  1 190. 

Road  between  Carloway  and  Stomoway, 
Delay  in  Completion. 
Q.    Apr,  14,  150. 

Telegraph   Service  —  Laying  alternative 
Cable  between  Lewis  and  Stomoway, 


proposed. 


Mr.  Weir,  A^^r,  18,  687 ;  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  702. 


Strachey,  Sir  E.  [Somerset,  S.] 

Butter  — Date  of  fixing  Standard  of 
Mobture,  Apr,  $1,  813. 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  on — Budget 
Proposal,  Apr,  S2,  954. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules-^ 
Priority  of  Government  Business, 
Apr,  11,  23. 

Street  Urban  District  Oonndl  Water  Bill 

/.    3r.^  Apr,  15,  258. 
c,     IfL,*  Apr.  17,  b\\. 

Submarine  Boats 

see  Navy. 

Sugar 

Brewing,  Use  of  Sugar  in. 

Advantages  of— Accuracy  in  Brewing, 
etc. 
6.  Mr.  Moulton,  Apr,  23, 1121. 

Difficulty    of    ascertaining   Amonnt 

used.  Risk  of  Danger  to  Health, 

etc 

O9,  Mr.  Flower,  Apr,  23,  1087 ; 

Sir   J.    Dorrington,  1093 ; 

Mr.  Chaplin,  1132. 

Light  Beer,  Sugar  indispensable  to, 

alleged. 

Os.    Sir  £.  Saseoon,  Apr.  S3, 

1109  ;    Mr.   G.    Whiteley, 

1110;  Mr.  Moulton,  1120; 

Sir  M.  Foster,  1 130. 

Duty 

Additional  Tax  proposed. 

0$,  Sir  W.  Thorbum,  Apr.  21, 
8124  ;  Mr.  Ashion,  847  ;  Sir 
M.  H.  Beach,  902. 

SucccHsful  Working  of  Budget  Pro- 
posal, of  1901. 
Os.    Sir  M.  H.  Besch,  Apr,  14, 
1&4  ;  Mr.  Holland,  217. 

India   and    Mauritius    Sugar    Grcwer«, 
Assistance  of — Indian  Cuuntei vailing 
Dutie*. 
Q,    Apr,  22,  932. 


West  Indies 
we  that  title. 


[cffiii. 
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INDEX, 
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Apr,   11— 

Sugar  Bounties 

Bmfsels  International  Conference— Papers, 
Date  of  Presentation  to  Parliament. 
Q.    Apt,  J7,521, 

Papers  Presented,  Apr.  21,  775, 796. 

Translating  the  whole  of  the  proc^- 

Verbaux  of  the  French    Yellow 

Book. 

Os,    Lord  Piibright,  Marquesf 

of    Laiisdowne,   Apr,    27, 

458. 

Sullivan,  M.  D.  [Westmeath,  S.] 

Irish  National  School  Teachers'  Salaries- 
Delay  in  Payment  to  Second  Assistant 
in  Roll  No.  1754,  Apr.  14,  155. 

Sunday  Labour 

Post    OflSce    Employee?,    Liability     for 
Sanday    Duty— First   Intimation    to 
Candidates  for  Sorterships. 
Q.    Apr,  21,  811. 

Superannuation 

see  that  title. 

Supply 

Business  of  the  House. 

Precedence  of  Government  Business. 
Motions  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour]  Apr.  15, 
288  ;  Apr.  22,  950 

Standing  Order,  Exemption  from. 
Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour]  Apr.  22, 
950. 

Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Departments 
Estimates. 

Post  Office  Services,  Post  Office 
Savings  Banks,  etc,  £5,961,815. 
Com,     Apr,  18,  705. 

Post  Office  Telegraph  Service, 
£2,411,250.     Com,     Apr.  18,e&Q. 

Date  of  taking  Votes 
Qs,    Apr.  22,  948. 

Procedure,  New  Rule  —  Motion  [Mr. 
Balfour]  Apr,  11,  71 ;  Apr,  $4, 
1273 ;  Airr.  25,  1338. 

Closure— Objections  to  the  Applica- 
tion of  Automatic  Closure  to 
Supply,  1291. 

Criticism  of  the  Executive  the  chief 
use  of  Discusbion  in  Supply,  1298, 
1353. 

Devolution  the  only  Remedy  for  the 
Congested  State  of  Parliamentary 
Business,  1282,  1284,  1288, 1297. 

Discussion  separated  from  the  par- 
ticular Vote,  1300,  1302. 

Distribution  of  Time  allotted  to 
Supply,  Allocation  of  Votes 
each  week  bv  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee — Mr.  G. 
Bowles's  Amendment,  1380. 
Opinion  of  the  House  in  favour 
of  leaving  arrangements  of 
Supply  to  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  84,  1357,  13«3. 

Failure  of  the  Rulein  Practice— Work- 
ing of  the  Sessional  Order  during 
the  past  few  years,  1275,  1284, 
1285,  1288, 1293. 
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Apr,    25. 
Supply— oon/. 

Procedure,  New  Rule— con<. 

Friday,  Substituting  for  Thursday 
after  Whitsuntide— Mr. 
O'Shee's  Amendment,  79. 

Monday,  Substituting  for  Thurs- 
day— Mr.  Whitley's  Amend- 
ment, 73. 

Irish  Supply  —  Inadequate  Oppor- 
tunity for  Discussion  of  Irish 
Grievances,  1278,  1285,  1295, 
1297,  1358,  1394,  1398, 1399. 

Five  instead  of  Three  Day^ — Mr. 
T.  W.  RnsselVs  Amendment, 
1340,  1342,  1354,  1359,  1368. 

Irish  Members'  mismanagement 
of  the  time  at  their  disposal, 
alleged,  1355,  1361,  1408. 

Motions — 

Classification  of  Motions,  Object 
of  each  Motion  to  be  specified 
— Mr.  Channing's  Amend- 
ment, 1373. 

Motion  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  Omission  of  Word* 
"Minister  of  the  Crown" — 
Mr.  MacNeilFs  Amendment, 
80,  83— Mr.  Bowles's  Amend- 
ment, 1392. 

Number  of  Days  allotted  to  Supply 

Additional     Time,    Three  days 

Limit  —  Amendments  [Mr. 

Lough,     Mr.     Flynnl  1393, 
1397. 

Twenty  Days,  Omisslcn  of  Para- 
graph restricting  Number  of 
Days — Mr.  Lough's  Amend- 
ment, 99,  1275. 

Outstanding  Votes — Mr.  Channing's 
Amendment,  1431. 

Reduction  of  Expenditure— Discna- 
sion  in  Committee  of  Supply  not 
of  much  practical  use,  alleged, 
103,  1277,  1290,  1295,  1298,  1300, 
1.342,  1351,  1352,  1353. 

Scottish  Buijiiness,  Treatment  of,  1400. 

Speeches,  Time  Limit,  et<j.— Mai. 
Rasch*s  Amendment,  87— Mr.  E. 
Wason's  Amendment,  92. 

Supplementary  Estimates. 

Excluding  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates from  the  Twenty  Dayn 
Limit  —  Mr.  G.  B!c>wlea's 
Amendment,  1384. 

"  New  Service  or  Matter,"  1386. 

Supply  as  an  instrument  for  bargain- 
ing with  the  Government,  1306. 

Supply  Day  to  be  devoted  to  Supply 
alone  —  Amendments  to  the 
Government  Proposals  ma  to 
the  last  two  of  the  allotted  dajs, 
1411, 1421. 

Votes  of  Minor  Interest,  Opportunity 
I  fitr  discu«sion  completely  extin- 

I  guifthed,  1284. 
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Supply— con^ 

Procedure,  New  Rule— fon<. 

Votes  on  Account,  Limitation  to  one 
Day's  Proceediog«. 
Robertson's  Mr.  £.,  Amendment, 
1412, 

Votes  on  Account  under  the  old 
System,  104,  105. 

Waste  of  Time  by  Government  Sap- 
porters  in  order  to  get  Votes 
through  without  Criticism, 
alleged,  1304. 

Sntton  Bridge  Dock  Bill 

/.  Bill  not  to  be  further  proceeded  with, 
Apr.  ir>,  258. 

Swauea  Corporation  Water  Bill 

/.     SR.^  ^pr.  18^  626. 
r.     IR.*  Apr.  SJ,  794. 

Bwimdon  United  Qas  Bill 

/.    Report.*  Apr.  IS,  625. 
ZfL*Apr.f6,  1314. 

Swinford 

Proclamation    of   Rural  Districts  under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
O.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  575. 

Talbot,  constable 

Irish  Constable  entrapping   Nationalists 
into  Fenian  Organmtion   and   then 
prosecuting  them. 
O.     Mr.  Power,  Apr.  17,  586. 

Talbot*  Lord  Edmund  [Sussex,  Chichester.] 

Post  Office  Women  Clerks,  Reduction  of 
Salary,  Apr.  18,  762. 

Tallow 

Police,  Reducing  number  of  Extra  Police, 
proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  20. 

Tanganyika  Lake 

Boundary  of— British  and  German  Spheres 
of  Interest  in  East  Africa,  Copy  of 
Agreement  Presented,  Apr.  14,  liS. 

Tangier 

Russian  and  French  Squadron.  Visit  to 
Tanirier — Meeting  concerted  with  the 
Spanish  Government,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  15,  280. 

Taxation 

Additional  Taxation  during  the  last  three 
years.  Proposition  available  for 
the  South  African  War  after  de- 
fraying normal  Expenditure,  Pros- 
pects of  reduced  Taxation  after  the 
War,  etc. 

Beaches,  Sir  M.  H.,  Promise  to  lay  a 
Statement  before  the  House,  Apr. 
14,  246. 

Harcourt,  Sir  W.,  on,  Apr.  14,  192. 

Broadening  Basis  of  Taxation. 

Bf/ermres  ♦o,  in  DelatesoM  the  Budget, 
Apr.  14,  218,  227,  240  ;  Apr.  21, 
819:  Apr.  ^.*,  057,  1001,  1014, 
1040. 
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Taxation— <?<m/. 


[Sup— Tel 


Budget,  see  that  title. 

Direct  and  Indirect  Taxation. 

Cobden  Club  Leaflet  urging  extension 
of  Direct  Taxation. 

Of.    Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Apr.  14, 
204 ;  Mr.  Holland,  218. 

Equalising  Direct  and  Indirect  Taxa- 
tion, Doctrine  of 

Os,    Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Apr.  14^ 
205 ;  Mr.  Channing,  Apr.  ^t, 

878. 

Necessity  for  incieased  Indirect  Taxa- 
tion —  Bndicet  Statement  and 
Debate,  Apr.  I4, 188,  208. 

Piesent  Day  compared  with  Forty 
Years  ago. 

0.    Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  Apr.  SS, 
988. 

Ratio  between  Direct  and  Indirect 
Taxation. 

0.    Mr.  W.  ChurchUl.  Apr.  14, 
241. 

Loans  V.  Taxation — Proportion  of  Cost  of 
the  South  African  War  oontriboted 
from  Taxation,  Precedents  of  former 
Wars — Debate  on  the  Budget  Keeolu- 
tions,  Apr.  15,  310,  313,  316,  320, 
321,  332 ;  Apr.  SI,  844,  863,  876,  898. 

Tazee  and  Imposts 

Amounts  of  Taxes  not  paid  into  Exchequer 
— Returns  Presented,  Apr.  17,  513. 

Rates  of  Duties,  Taxes  or  Imports  collected 
by  the  Imperial  Officers,  etc —Ret urn 
Ordered,  Apr.  11,  111. 

Tea 

Duty  ^n — Budget  Recolution,  Apr.  15, 
367  ;  Apr.  17,  624. 

Revenue  derived  from.  Increase  in— Bud- 
get Statement,  Apr.  14,  167. 

Teachers 

see  Education,  cilso  National  School  Teach- 
ers, Ireland. 

Technical  Instroction 

see  Secondary  and  Technical  Education. 

Telegraph  Service 

Addresses^Registered  Telegraphic  Ad- 
dresses, Increased  Charge,  proposed. 

Os.    Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  18,  687  ;    Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  702. 

Employees. 

Glasgow  Telegranbists  debarred  from 
Applying  for  V*acancies  in  the 
Transvaal  Postal  Service. 

Q.    Apr.  14.  129. 

London  (Vniral    Telegraph    Oiri<»e— 
Inoreasiiig  nuiul»er  «»f  Senior  Ap- 
t)ointnienift,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr.  15,  2HZ. 
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Telegraph  Service -f''^^'^ 

Employees— cow/. 

London  Central  Telegraph  Office  Eni- 
ploye»'»'  Grievance  —  Maximum 
Pay  of  £190  unattainable  by  maj- 
ority of  Employees,  Government 
Breach  of  Faith,  alleged. 

Os.  Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  18y 
660,  662,  682  ;  Mr.  flay,  665  ; 
Sir  A.  Rollit,  668  ;  Mr.  D, 
Maclver,  670;  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
borlain,  671  ;  Mr.  K.  Bardie, 
677. 
Cable  Companies,  Wages  paid  by 

0*.  Capt.  Norton,  Apr.lSM^ ' 
Mr.  Hay,  667 ;  Mr.  K.  Bar- 
die, 677. 

Committee  to  Examine  the  £190 
Rate,  propo-ed. 
08.    Sir  A.  Rollit,  Apr.  18, 
670  ;    Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, 675. 

Foreign  Countries,  Rates  of  Pay 
in. 
0.    Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  18. 
661. 

Government  to  be  a  Model  Em" 
ployer  of  Labour,  proposed. 

Os.  Mr.  Hay,  Apr.  18, 
667 ;  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, 675  ;  Mr.  K.  Bardie, 
678  ;  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  679  ; 
Mr.  Bartley,  683. 

Increased  Cost  of  Living. 
0.    Mr.  Bay,  Apr.  18,  666. 

Number  of  Employees  affected 
by  Grievance. 

Os.  Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  18, 
663 ;  Mr.  Bay,  666  ;  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  671. 

Origin  of  Grievance— Senior  Tele- 
graphists taking  Supervising 
Duties. 

0.  Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  18, 
662. 

Proportion  of  Employees,  who 
have  risen  to  £190  same  now 
as  in  the  past. 

0.  Mr.  A.  Chaml)erlain, 
Apr.  18,  673. 

Requirements    as    to  Education, 
Technical  Skill,  etc. 
0.    Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  IS, 
661. 

South  African  War— Prolonged  Ser- 
vice of  Telegiaphists,  Volunteer- 
ing in  1900,  Relief— Rewanl,  pio- 
noised 
Qs.  Apr.  14,  130  ;  Apr.  13,  274. 

Ireland— Interruption  of  Communication 
between    Tory  Inland    and    Donegal 
Mainland,  DelaA'  in  Re]  airing  Cable. 
Q.    Apr.  11,  21. 

Offices,  Insanitary  Condition  of,  alleged. 
0»,     Mr.  Weis  Apr.  18,  687  ;  Mr.  A. 
Chamboxlain,  702. 
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Poles,  Multiplication  of —Inconvenience  in 
Country  Districts,  Post  Office  allowing 
Litensfee:*  t<^  Rent  Wires  erected  on 
Pi  si  Office  Poles,  proposed. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  G49. 

Press  Telegrams  —  Convention  between 
UnUed  Kingdom  and  Norwny,  for 
Exchange  of  Pref»8  Telegrams,  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  14,  118. 

Scotland. 

Lewis  Island  of.  Communication  with 
the  Mainland— Laying  Alterna- 
tive Cab^e,  proposed. 

Os.     Mr.   Weir,  Apr.  IS,  687  ; 
Mr.  A.  ChamlMjrlain,  702. 

Stomoway,  liaying  Alt«»mative  Cable 
between  Lewis   and  Stornaway, 
proposed. 
Os.    Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  18,  687  ; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  702. 

Scotland  and  London,  Bieakdown  of 
Communication  in  Winter. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Cross,  Apr.  18, 687  ;  Sir 
J.  Leng,  689 ;  Mx.  Bryco,  692  ; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  693  ;  Mr. 
M.  Ferguson,  696;  Sir  A- 
Agnew,  698 ;  Mr.  Block,  698  ; 
>lr.  A.  Chamberlain,  701. 

Causes  of  Breakdown. 
Os.    Sir  J.  Leng,  Apr.  18,  689 ;  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  694,  696;  Mr. 
M.  Ferguson,  6915. 

Exceptional  Experience  of  Last  Two 
Years. 
0.    Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr, 
18,  694. 

Loss  to  the  Revenue,  and  Lo«s  to 
Business  Men,  caused  by  Break- 
down, etc. 

Os.    Sir  J.  Leng,  Apr.  IS,  690  ; 

Mr.  A.   Chafuberlaiii,  695  ;  Mr. 

Black,  699. 

Underground  Wires,  Extension  of  System 
to  S:icotland,  proposed. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Cross,  Apr.  18,  688  ; 
Sir  J.  Leng,  689;  Mr.  Brjce, 
692  ;  Mr.  A.  Chaml>erlain.  693  ; 
Mr.  M  Ferfiuson.  696 :  Sir  A. 
Agnew,  698  ;  Mr.  Black,  699  ; 
Mr.  A*  Chamberlain,  701. 

Cost  of  carrying  out  Pro|K)«»ftl. 

Ofi.  Mr.  A.  CrosP,  Apr.  18,  688; 
Sir  J.  Len;,',  690. 

Costly  and    Restricted    Working   of 

Underground     Wires— Retention 

of  Overhead  Wires  a  Nece^-sity.otc. 

0.    Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr. 

18,  694. 

Difficult  ies  in  the  way  of  Immediate 
Progress — Government  Expenses 
in  Sonth  Africa,  Treasury  Con* 

Lio'     fit  * 

Os.    Sir  W.  Leng,  Apr.  18, 691  ; 
Mr.  A.  Chamheilaiti,  600. 
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Telegraiih  Service— <?o/j^ 

Underground  Wires — cont, 

Kepairs,  Cost  of,  coinjxired  with  Over- 
head Wires,  etc. 

Os,  Sir  J.  Leng,  Apr,  18,  690  ; 
Mr.  A,  Chamberlain,  694, 
697. 


Apr,    W—Apr,    25. 

Thorburzii  Sir  W.  [Peebles  and  Selkirk] 

Budget— Additional  Taxation  Propojalij 
Suggestions  for  Alternative  Taxation, 
Increase  in  the  Sugar  Tax,  etc.,  Apr, 
JI,  823. 


Vote  for,  yl/>r.  18,  600. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  see  that  title. 

Telephone  Service 

Accounts,  Separation  of  Accounts   from 
those  of  the  TelegrAph  Ser>'ice,  pro- 
posed. 
Os,     Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr,  18,  700 ; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  702. 

Exchanges  of  the  Post  Office  in  the  Unite<i 
Kingdom — Return  Presented,  Apr.  17, 
514. 

Poles,  Multiplication  of — Inconvenience  in 
Country  Districts,  Post  Office  allowing 
Licences  to  Kent  Wires  Erected  on 
Po«»t  Office  Poles,  proposed. 
Q,     Apr,  IS,  649. 

Temperance  Drinks 

Duty  on   Drink«  containing  ovpr  2  per 
cent,   of  Proof  Spirit,  l^enalties  for 
Sale  without  Licence,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  646. 

Templemore,  Tipperaxy 

Proclamation  of   Urban  Districts  under 
Crimea  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
0.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,  17 ,  575. 

"  Terrible,"  HMS. 

Gunnery    Practice,    Prizes    for — Ca'^e    of 
Petty  CUIicer  (irountls. 
Q,    Api\  1.5,  21  o. 


Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  24,  1147. 

* 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 
Coal  for  the  NaAy. 

Patent  Fuel— Amount  made  of  Cardiff 
Ct»al,  Distribution  among  Depots 
Abroad,  Apr.  11,  14. 

Scottish  Coal,  Experiment**  with — 
Comparison  with  Welsh  Coal, 
Apr.  11,  15. 

County  Councils  —  Transferring  certain 
Powers  of  (Government  DepJirtments 
to  County  (.%iuncilH,  Attitude  of  Non- 
county  B'iroughs,  etc.,  Apr.  I4,  148. 

Thompson,  Dr.  R  0.  [Monaghan,  N.] 

Con8f*bnlary,  Koyal  Irish  —  Pay  and 
Allowances.  Publication  of  Report  of 
Committee,  Apr.  ?4,  1200. 

Land  Purchase  Acts  (Ireland)  Amendment 
Rill   -^loint  Committee  of  Iri^^h  Mem-  ' 
bers  of  botli  House?,  v^'op*'-"^^*  Apr.  \ 
*J,  1333.  I 
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Thnrles,  Tipperary 

Proclamation  of  Rural   Urban   Districts 
under  (Mroes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887.    . 
0,     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  SI 5, 

Ticehurst  Water  Bill 

r.     3R.*     Ajfr.lo,2Ql. 
I.     1R.»     Apr.  /7,454. 
2k.*    Apr,  z'4,  1146. 

Tientsin 

see  China.  , 

; ''Times" 

I         Cartvrright    Libel   on    Lord   Kitchener — 
I  Public  ition  by  The  Times  previous  to 

its  appeirance  in  the  South  African 
News,  allegcr). 

Os.  Mr.  T.  Morlev,  Apr.  24,  1216  ; 
Mr.  Rlake,  1224;  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  1232;  Mr.  Lloyd- 
lieorge,  1246;  Mr.  Mark  ham, 
1257. 

Com  Regif'tration  Duty.  Repeal  of— Sir 
R.  GifTen's  Letter  to  The  Times  and 
The  Times  Comments. 
0,     Sir  H.  Vincent.  Apr,  I4,  228. 

Iiish  Questions— TVif  Times  the  only  Paper 
that  dealt  much  wirh  Irish  Questions. 
O.     Mr.  Hemphill,  Apr.  S!o,  1364. 

Tinned  Provisions 

South  African  War— Nnml)er  of  Contracts 
held  respectively  by  Canadian  and 
American  Firms. 

Qs.     Apr.  /.;,  132;  Apr.  21,  803. 

Tipperary 

Carroll,  Mr.,  Assault  on  by  the  Police  at 
Borrisoleigh,  alleged. 
Q.     Apr.  ;/.5,  1.331. 

Coronersbip — Authority    responsible    for 
giving   Utlicial    Notice   of    Vacancy, 
Councy    Council    of    South    Riding; 
taking  part  in  Elections,  etc, 
Q.     Apr.  17,  548. 

Proclamation  of  various  Rural  and  Urban 
Districts  under  Crimes  Act  of  1887. 
0.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  17,  575. 

Tipton  Urban  District  Oonncil  Bill 

c.  Bill  withdrawn,  Apr.  11,  3. 

Tiverton  Market  Bill 

/.  Report,*  Apr.  ^7,  1313. 

Tobacco  Duty 

Additional  Duty  imposed  in  1900,  Con- 
tinuance of — Budget  Resolution,  Apr. 
15,  359  ;  Report,  Apr.  17,  623. 

Corn  Duty  Alternative-  -Additional  Tax 
on  Tobacco,  propose<l. 

Os.     Sir  li.  Fowler,  Apr.  22,  976; 
Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  981. 
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Tobacco  Duty— cow/. 

Iie-a<]ju8tment,  propoeed  —  Hardship  of 
Existing  Scale  to  the  working  wan 
con%uiuer. 

0.     Mr.  BroadhorPt,  Apr,  I4,  208. 

Revenue  derived  from,  Decrease  in  — 
Badget  Statement,  Apr,  14,  167. 

Tomlinson,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.  [Preston] 

Boer  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  2S,  1077,  1139, 1142. 

Tory  Island 

Cable  CommonieatioQ  with  Donegal  Main- 
land, Interruption  of— Delay  in  repair- 
ing Cable. 
C.    ^pr.  i/,  21. 

Tottington 

Workhouse  Children,  Ill-treatment  of, 
alleged. 

Q.    Apr.  14,  147. 

Tower  of  London 

Painting  Contract,  Contractor  not  paying 
current   Rate   of  Wages — Breach  of 
Fair  Wage  Resolntion. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  643. 

Trade,  Board  of 

President— m.  Hon.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
Parliamentartf    Serretary  —  Earl    of 
Dudley. 

Trade  Beports 

Annual  Series  Presented,  Apr.  11,  6 ;  Apr. 
14,  118;  Apr.  17,  464,  514;  Apr. 
SS,  911.  923;  Apr.  S3,  1076;  Api\ 
24,  1 147. 

Miscellaneous  Series  I*re»ented,  Apr.  14- 
1 19  ;  Apr.  i'J,  1076  ;  A/n-.  24,  1147. 

Trade  Unions 

Legal  Decisions  affecting  position  of  Trade 
I'Uions — Opportunity  for  Di8cm>8ion. 
Q.    Apr.  :?i,  816. 

Trade  and  Commerce 
Foreign  Competition 

Coal — German  and   American  Com- 
petition. 
0$.    Sir  M.   H.    Beach,    Apr. 
14,  165 ;  Mr.  Robson,  225. 

Feeding  Staffs  for  Cattle,  Preiudicial 
Effect  of  the  Com  Duty,  alleged-— 
Hte  title  Corn,  Grain,  Meal,  etc 

Foreign  Trade,  (British)— Ini]M»rt  Duties 
levied  in  European  Countries,  United 
States,  and  Jajian  on  Produce  and 
Manufactures  of  the  I'nited  Kingdom 
—Return  Ordered,  Apr.  J4,  1168. 

Trusts,  set  title  Trusts  and  Atlantic  Ship- 
ping Trust. 

Tramways 

Victoria  Embankment  Tramway,  Omis- 
sion from  London  County  Council 
(Tramways  and  Iui[  rovements)  Bill 
proposed. 

Motion  for  Instruction  to  Committee 
[Mr.  BoulnoifJ  Apr,  SI,  778. 
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see  Atlantic  Shipping  Trust 

Transport  Service  to  South  Afhca 

**  Manila  " — Number  of  Men  sent  down  to 
the  Docks  in  excess  of  Number  em- 
barking, alleged. 
Q,     Apr,  18,  638. 

Name,  Tonnage  and  Speed  of  each  Vessel, 
Date  and  Port  of  Departore  and 
Arrival,  N  umber  of  Troops  and  Horses 
carried,  Losses,  etc — Return  Ordered, 
Apr,  21, 1^1, 

Transvaal 

Coronation  of  King  Edward — Invitation 
to  Corp  of  Loyal  Bui^ghers  suggested. 
Q.     Apr.  5f5,  1320. 

Farms— Sale  of  Farms  belonging  to  the 
Boers  see  South  African  War. 

Financial  Position  of  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony — Contribution 
towanls  the  Cost  of  the  War,  Taxa- 
tion of  the  Gold  Mines,  etc. 
Budget  Statement  and  Debate. 
Apr.  14,  171.  175,  196,  211,  216,  221. 

Debate  on  the  Budget  Resolutions 
Apr.  15,  293.  305,  307,  308.  317,  318, 
322,  831  ;  Apr.  SI,  884. 

Future  Prosperity  of  the  Transvaal  depen- 
ded on  Freedom  from  Heavy  Taxa- 
tion— Mr.  Markham  on,  Apr.  15,  327, 
330. 

Johanneshiira  Star — Articles  enclosed  in 
I^ird  Milner'H  Despatch  of  Apiil  26th, 
1899,  not  reptinte«l. 
Qs,    Apr.  18,  636  ;  Apr.  S4.  1170. 

Loan  of  1892,  British  (tovernment  Paying 
Coupons  in  January  and  July,  11101 — 
Non-payment  in  July,  19U0. 
y.    Apr.  18,  641. 

Mining  Industry,  Exaggerated  ideas  of 
Mining  development  and  Gold 
production. 

Haroourt,  Sir  W.,  on,  Apr,  14,  197; 
Apr.  15,  309. 

Postal  Servioe—Glasgow  Post  Office  Em- 
ployees debarred  from  applying  for 
Vacancies. 

Q.     Ajir.  14,  129. 

Settlement  after  the  War- Expenditure 
oil  Kebiiildin^  and  Restocking 
Farms,  etc. 

Budget  Statement  and  Debate,  Apr, 

14,  174,  195,  216. 

Debate  on  the  Loan  Resolution,  Apr. 

15,  298. 

Immigrant  Settlement  Scheme,    Mr. 
lOiodes's  views. 
0.    Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Apr.  14^ 
195  ;  Apr.  15,  315. 

South  African  Constabulary,  see  that 
title. 
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Transvaal  and  Orange  Biver  Colony 

Law,    Alterations    io  —  Lord    Mi1nur*8 
Aathority,  Conatitutional  Precedent, 
etc. 
Q,    Apr,  15,  271, 
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Trawling 

Moray  Firth. 

Return  showing  Names  and  Nation- 
alities of  Foreign  Trawlers.  1898- 
1902,  Presentea,  Apr,  21,  795. 

Trawlers    6shing    under   a   Foreign 
Flag  in  reaJity  the  property  of 
Grimsby  Trawl  Owners. 
Q,    Apr,  18,  654. 

North  Sea — Closing  certain  areas  against 
Trawlers,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr,  £U  811. 

Treason 

High  Treason,  Prosecutions  taking  place  ' 
within  three  years  after  commission 
of  offence. 
Q.    Apr.  17,  552. 

Trearary 

First  Lord— B,t,  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour. 

FinanciaZ  Secretary—Mr,  A.  Chamber- 
lain. 

Traasory  Control 

Influence  of  Control   and   Reduction  of 
Expenditure. 
Os,    Mr.    VV.   Churchill,    Apr,   14, 
238 ;  Mr.  Hartley,  865. 

Post  Office  the  Serf  of  the  Treasury, 
alleged. 

Os.  Mr.  Hay,  Apr.  IS,  720 ;  Mr. 
MacNeUl.  723  ;  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, 739. 

Trees 

St.    Margaret's    ("hurch,    Westminnter— 
Trees  between  the  Abbey   and    St. 
Margaret's,  Lopping  of  Branches. 
C.     Apr.  18,  651. 

Trerelyan,  Mr.  0.  P,  [York,  W.R.,  Elland] 

Civil  Service  Clerks,  Retirement  Rules— 
Making  Order  in  Council  based  on 
Report  of  the  Ridley  Commission, 
applicable  to  Clerks  of  the  High 
Court,  Legislation,  proposed,  Apr. 
14t  151. 

Trinity  House 

Shipping  Interest,    Representation    upon 
the  Board,  proponed. 
Q.    Apr,  Jl,  812. 

Tripoli 

lUllan  Military  Expedition,  etc.,  alleged 
Instructions  to  Mediterranean  Fleet. 
Q.     Apr,  17,  528 ;  Apr,  SI,  807. 

Tritton  Mr.  C  B.  [Lambeth,  Norwood] 

Post  Office  Employees  forbidden  to  act  as 
Treasurer  to  a  Slate  Club— Rescinding 
Reguhition,  proposed,  Apr,  21, 811. 
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Trusts 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  see  that  title. 

Formation  of,  in  England— Appointment 
of  Commission,  proposed. 
0.     Apr,  24,  1206. 


Tubbercurry 

Proclamation  of  Rural    Districts   under 
Crimea  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
y.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,  17,  575. 

Turkey 

Armenia,  Disturbed  State  of— Sending 
British  Consul  at  Diarbakir  to  Moush 
etc 

Q.    Apr.  15,211, 

Dardanelles,  Prohibition  of  Foreign  War- 
ships—Exception in  case  of  Russian 
Vessels,  Revision  of  Treaties  of  1841, 
1856  and  1871,  alleged — Laying  Papers 
on  the  Table,  proposed 
Q,    Apr,  17,  526. 

European  Turkey,  Condition  of— Text  of 
Alleged  Circular  Note   addresed   by 
the  Powers  to  the  Porte. 
Q,    Apr.  16,2:19, 

Macedonia,  see  that  title. 

Trade  Report!  Presented,  Apr.  17,  454. 

Turner  Drawings 

National  Gallery,    Drawings    stored   in 
Boxes— Diftribution    amongst  other 
Picture  (Galleries,  proposed. 
Q.    Apr,  18,  650. 

Tulla 

Proclamation  of  Rural  and  Urban  DistricU 
under  Crimes  Act  of  1887. 
Q,    Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,  17,  575. 

Tullamore  Prison 

Treatment  of  Mr.  T.  ()*l)onnel  and  Mr. 
Johnston,  PermLsMion  to  take  exercise 
apart  from  .Common  Prispucis,  Pro- 
posed. 

Qs,     Apr,  11,  19;  Apr.  I4,  157. 

Tweedmouth,  Lord 

Cordite  and  Small    Arms    Ammunition, 
Supplies  in  1895,  Apr.  17,  467. 

Twelve  O'clock  Bule 

Supply  Day  to  lie  devote«l  to  supply  alone 
— Aiiumdmeiits  to  the  Government 
Pro|M)-;iU  a8  to  the  last  two  days 
allotlud  to  Hup|»ly. 

Debate  on  tho  New  Procedure  Rnle, 
RuHincHMiu  Supply,  Apr,  Jo,  1411, 

Typhoid  Fever 

Anny,    Inoculation    aeainst    Typhoid- 
Laying   Report   of  Results   on    the 
Table,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  11  1.32. 

Tyrone 

Altmore  Tenancy-^ndicial  R«»nts,  Treat- 
ment   of    Tensnt*    by    Landlords- 
Inquiry,  propofted. 
Qs,    Apr.  22,  942, 943. 
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Uganda 

Military  Operations  in  Nile  Provinces- 
Ikying  Despatclies  on  the  Table,  pro- 
posed. 
Q,    A2>r.24,Um 

Railway— Total  Amount  expended  up  to 
3l8t  March,  1902. 
Q,    Apr.  17,  526 ;  Ayr.  21,  806. 

Ulster  Hall,  Belfast 

*    Making  available  for  the  use  of  any  Sec- 
tion of  the  Community  of  Belfast. 
Motion  for  Instruction  to  Com- 
mittee  on   Belfast    Corpora- 
tion Bill  [Mr.  Dillon],  Apr, 
17,  480. 

Under  Sheriffs  (Ireland)  Bill 

c.     IR.*  Apr,  11,  22,  i 

Unit  of  Entry  Duty 

Customs  Duty  to  which  there  was  no  co- 
relative   Excise    Duty— Free   Trade 
and  Protection. 
0,    Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  Apr.  S2,  983. 

United  Irish  League 

Boycotting   and    Intimidation,    see  that 
title. 

Political,  Social  and  Economic  Influence 
of  the  League— Newspaper  Exaggera- 
tions. 
0.    Mr.  Wyndham,  Ajrr.  17,  577. 

United  States  of  America 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  see  that  title. 

Education,  System    of— Report,  Circula- 
tion among  Members. 
Q.     Apr,  25,  1328. 

Florida   Coast   Defences— British   Naval 
Attach^  at  Washington  taking  sound- 
ing of  Harbours,  etc.,  alleged. 
Q,    Apr,  25,  1325, 

Hemp,  Imports  from  the  Philippines— Pre- 
ferential Rate,  alleged. 

Qs,    Apr.  15,  279 ;  Apr.  17,  527. 

Horses,  Purchase  for  the  British  Army- 
Facilities   for    tendering.     Affording 
Canadian  Farmers  similar  Facilities. 
Q.    Apr.  18,  637. 

Isthmian  Canal,  Hay-Pauncefote  (No.  2) 
Treaty — Copy  Presented, -(4/>r,  i^,  118. 

Tariff— Import  duties  levied  on  Prodace 
and  Manufactures  of  the  United 
Kinsdom — Return  Ordered,  Apr,  24, 
1168. 

Trade,  Competition  with  Great  Britain, 
Coal  Trade  in  the  Mediterranean. 
0.    Sir  M.  II.  Beach,  Apr.  14,  165. 

Trade  Reports  Presentel,  Apr.  14,  119; 
Apr.  17,  464. 

Universities 

Oxford  andCambridge^Statutes  Presented, 
Apr.  14,  122 ;  126. 
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Universities—  <^oni. 

Ireland,  Roman  Catholic  University 
Qucston,  Royal  Commist^ion— Date  of 
Report. 

Q,    Apr.  21,  816. 

Scotland. 

Annual  Statistical  Report  Presented, 
Ajyr,  14,  120.      . 

Vaccination 

Exemption  Certificates. 

Beccles  Magistrates  refusing  Cerlifi- 
cates. 

Q,'  Apr.24,\\9n. 

GriniRtone  Magistrates  refusing  Ccr- 
titicates. 
Q.    Apr.  24, 1188. 

West  India  Docks  Naval  Store  Depot— 
Ke-vaccination  of  Workmen,  Placing 
disabled  Men  on  Light  Work,  etc 
Q,    Apr,  21,  80a 

Venezuela 

Trade  Report  presented,  Apr,  24, 1147. 

Veterinary  Service,  Army 

see  Army. 

Victoria  Bmbankment 

Tramway  from  Wa^tminster  to  Blaok- 
friars  Bridge — Omission  from  London 
County  Council  [Tramwavs  and  Im- 
provements] Bill,  proposed. 

Motion  for  Instruction  to  Comtnittee. 
[Mr.  Boulnois]  Apr,  21,  788. 

Victualling  of  the  Navy 

Reform— Opportunity  for    Discussion   of 
the  Victualling  Vote. . 
Q.    Apr.  ;?i,  805. 

VillebolB— Mareuil,  Vicomte 

South  African  War— Vicomte  asking  per- 
mission to  forward  Medical 
Necessaries   for   Boer    Commandoes, 

alleged. 

Q.     Apr,  11,  9. 

Vincent,  Sir  Howard  [Sheffield,  Central] 

Budget,  Additional  Taxation  Proposals — 
Taxation  of  Foreign  ManufaeUires, 
proposed,  Apr,  14,  ^8,  230. 

Com,  Meal,  etc..  ReimpoMtion  of  the 
Registration  Duty— Budget  Proposal, 
Apr,  14,  228. 

Finance— IncreaF^e  in  Normal  Expenditure, 
Widening  Basis  of  Taxation,  proposed, 
Apr.  14,  227. 

South  African  War,  Expenditure  ^Badget 
Statement,  Apr.  I4,  227. 

Tea — Additional  Duty  paid  by  the  Con- 
sumer, Apr.  22,  972. 

Volunteers  who  have  served  in  South 
Africa^G ranting  Officers  Honorary 
Rank  in  the  Army,  Apr.  21,  802. 
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Apr.    11- 

Volimtary  SchooLi 

Anoci&tions  of  VoloDtary  Schools. 

Extinction  in  event  of  Education  Bill 
becoming   Law — Continuance   of 
Allotment  of  Aid  Qrant  if  Part 
IIL  be  not  adopted. 
Q.     Apr,  15,  286. 

Postponement  of  date  for  sending  in, 
proposed. 
Q.    Apr,  25 y  1327. 

Costs  of  RepaiiH,  Rent  and  Taxes— lie- 
tarn. 
Q,  Apr,  17,  652. 

Endowments— Dispoaa]    of    Endowments 
on  Education  Bill  becoming  Law. 
Q,    Apr,  24,  1203. 

Volimteen 

Boots,  Supplying  as  part  of  existing  Kit, 
proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  11,  9. 

Camp  Allowance  in  1902. 
Q.     Apr,  S4,  1178. 

Establishment,  IncreascH  and  Decreases- 
Report  Presented,  Ajtr.  14,  116. 

Postal  Employees— FaciliticH  for  attending 
Camps,  ray,  etc. 
Q.     Apr,  S4y  1188. 

Regulations,  New  Efficiency  Regulations — 
Date  of  Promulgation,  Apr.  17,  519. 

Service  Dress— Clothing  Recfuits  in  the 
New  Service  Dress,  Retaining  Old 
Pattern  for  Trained  Men  until  it  b 
worn  out. 

0,    Apr,  18,  642. 

Service    Medal — Men    serving    in   other 
Forces,  previous  to  Volunteer  Service. 
R*  ekomng  such  Service  towanis  Long 
Service  Medal,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  24,  ins. 

South  African  War 

Honorary  Rank  in  the  Army,  Grant- 
ing to  Officers  of  Active  Service 
Companies. 
Q,    Apr.  il,  802. 

Terms  of  Service. 
Q.     Apr.  11,  10. 

Training  Scheme,  Carrying  out  New 
Scheme. 

Q.     Apr.  17,  520. 

Transference  of  Volunteers  from  one 
Battalion  to  another,  Cumbrous  Pro- 
cedure. 

Q.    Apr.  17,  620. 

Wadhnnt  (Hm  Bill 

/.  Report.*  Apr,  18,  626. 
3r.^  Apr.  22,  910. 

Coronation  Holidays,  Payment  of  Govern- 
ment Workmen,  proposed. 
Q,    Apr.  14,  149 ;  Apr.  22,  981. 

Fair  Wage  Resolution— Tower  of  London 
Painting   Contract,    Contractor   not 
paying  Current  Rate  of  Wages. 
Q,    Apr.  18,  6ia 

Skilled  Laboor,  Current  Rate  of  Wages. 
Q.     Apr.  14.  146. 

VOL.  CVI.        [Fourth  Series.1 


-Apr.   25, 
Wales 

County    Councils — Transferring   Certain 
Powers  of  Government  Departmeots 
to  County  Councils. 
Q,    Apr.  14,  148. 

Local  Self-Govemment,  see  Local  Grovem- 
ment  (Wales  and  Monmouthshire) 
Bill. 

Wallace,  Mr.  B.  [Perth] 

Cart  Wright,  Mr.  A.,  Detention  in  Cape 
Colonj — Violation  of  Constitutional 
Principles,  Extension  of  Martial  Law 
to  England,  etc.,  Apr.  24,  1290. 

Walrond,  Et  Hon.  Sir  W.  TL— Parlia- 
mentary Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
[Devon,  Tiverton] 

SaviDfiv  Banks  Funds,  Select  Committee 
on,  Apr.  24,  1267. 

Waltham 

Gunpowder  Factory,  Royal — Provision  of 

I  Ix>cker  or  Chest  for  Chargemen  and 

Workman,   proposed  —  Dischaige   of 

Men  for  Working  in  Danger  Areas 

,  with  Matches,  Future  Employment, 

etc. 

Q.    Apr.  14, 134 

Waltoo,  Mr.  Jo8eiih[York,W.  R.,  Bamsley] 

Coal  Export  Duty,  Effect  of— Mr.  Walton 
precluded  from  discussing  the  Coal 
Tax  in  Committee  ot  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  Budget  Resolutions,  Apr.  21, 

886. 

Income  Tax,  Inequalities  caused  by 
variations  in  assessing  Profits — Case 
of  the  Coal  Trade,  Apr.  21,  884. 

War  Expenditure 

Budget  Statement,  Apr.  14, 163, 170, 172. 

tee  also  South  African  War — Cost  of  the 
War. 

War  Loan 

see  titles  Loan  and  Loan  BilL 

War  Office 

Contractors   damaging     Pewsey    Roculs, 
Liability  of  the  War  Office,  etc 
Q.    Apr.  14,  136. 

Despatches  —  Omissions  from  Official 
Despatches,  Adoption  of  Foreign 
Offioe  Method  of  marking  with 
asterisks,  etc,  proposed. 

Qs.     Apr.  21,  801  ;  Apr.  22,  927. 

Warner,  Mr.  T.  Ctonrtenaj  [SUiTordahire, 

Lichfield] 

Cartwright,  Mr.  A ,  Detention  in  Cai>e 
Colony— Powers  of  Military  Anlhori- 
ties  under  Martial  Law,  etc  Apr.  24, 
1220. 

Warr,  Mr.  A.  F.  [Liverpool,  East  Toxteth] 

Com.  Grain,  Meal,  etc— Re-impo»ition  of 
Registration  Duty,  Budget  Proposali* 
— Articles  included  in  tne  ProposaU, 
4pr,  17,  632  ;  Apr.  21.  807. 
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Apr,    11 
Warrent  Sir  0.  f 

Spion  Kop  Dispatches,  Publication  of,  see 
Son  til  African  War — Bpion  Kop. 

Wason,  Mr.  0.  [Orkney  and  Slietland] 

North  Sea  Fisheries — Closing  certain  areas  ' 
against  Trawlerp,  proposed,  Apr,  2ty 
811. 

Orkney,  Lease  of  Sea  Fi«hing — Protection 
of  Public  Fishing  Kights,  Apr,  18, 
653. 

Wason,  Mr.  E.  [Clackmannan  and  Kinross] 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Kules— 
Supply  Business,  Time  Limit  for 
Speeclies,  proposed,  Apr,  11,  92. 

Scotland,  Coronation  Celebrations — Per- 
mission to  Parish  Councils  to  meet 
expenses  out  of  Compulsory  Rate, 
proposed,  Apr,  17,  543. 

Waterford 

Proclamation  of   Rural    Districts   under 
Crimes  (Ireland)  Act  of  1887. 
O.     Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,  17,  575. 

Waterford's,  Marquess  of,  Estate 

Sale  of  and  Purchase  of  Holdings  under 
Land  Purchase  Acts— Loss  to  the 
State,  alleged. 

Os.     Mr.  Dillon,  Apr,  18,  764 ;  Mr. 
Russell,  769. 

Waterford  and    Bishop    Foy    Endowed 
Schools  Bill 

.    /.     Report*  Apr,  18,  625. 
^IL*  Apr,  S4,  1146. 
c.     \K,*  Apr:25,  1317. 

Wasrs  and  Means 

Budget,  see  that  title. 

Procedure 

Details  of  Expenditure— Insafficient 
Details,  Insufficient  Superv^ision 
over  Estimates. 

0.     Mr.  Lough,  Apr,  21,  818. 

Estimates     for     War     Expenditure 
which,  in  view  of  Peace  Negotia- 
tions, may  exceed  Requirements 
— Dei>artare  from  Precedent  and 
Constitutional  Practice,  alleged. 
Os,    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  21, 
839  ;  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  890  ; 
Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  899. 

Waziristan 

Military  Expedition— Number  of  Forces 
Employed,  length  of  Operations,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  11,  16. 

Weir,  Mr.  T.  G.  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 

Africa,  Central — Postal  Arrangements, 
Delay  in  forwarding  incorrectly  ad- 
dressed Letters,  Aoqaainting  Public 
with  correct  mode  of  addrass,  pro- 
l)osod,  Apr,  22,  938. 

Highland  Reguneuts,  Aljolition  of  the 
Kilt,  alle^'c^,  Apr.  11,  12,13; 
Apr.  14»  131  ;  Apr,  17,  519 ;  Aw, 
18,  641,  642. 

Money  Orders,  Registration  of  Sol- 
diers' Letters,  proposed  Apr.  17, 
519. 
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-Apr.    25. 

Weir,  Mr.  T.  Qt*—c<mt. 

Copenhagen  International  Fisheries  Conn- 
cil— Date  of  Meeting,  British  Repre- 
sentatives, etc,  Apr.  3i2,  936. 

Hong  Kong  Defences — Fortifying  Hills  on 
Kow loon  Side  of  the  Colony,  proposed, 
Apr.  24,  1180. 

India — Barrack  Accommodation  for  Na- 
tive Troops,  Construction  of  New 
Barracks,  etc.,  Apr,  22,  931. 

Markets  and  Fairs  (Weighing  of  Cattle) 
Act,  Returns  undfr— Weekly  instead 
of  Quarterly  Pablicatioo,  proposed, 
Apr,  17,  539. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules — 
Supply  Business,  Apr,  25,  1400. 

Rhodesia,  Hut  Tax — Terms  of  previous 
Ordinance,  Amount  produced  by 
present  Tax,  etc,  Apr,  17,  515. 

Scotland. 

Carloway  and  Stornoway,  Road  be- 
tween. Delay  in  completion,  Apr, 
14,  150. 

Cottars,  Opportunity  of  obtaining 
Crofts  in  Island  of  Lewis  and 
Ross-shire  —  ^®^*y  i^  evolving 
Scheme,  Apr.  24,  1207. 

Deer  Forests,  Extension  of,  at  ex- 
pense of  Crofter  Population— 
Legislation  proposed,  Apr,  18, 
652,653. 

Dog  Tax,  Reduction  of,  profKisfd — 
Amount  derived  from  ibe  Tax  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  Apr.  14, 
150. 

Harbours  in  the  Crofting  Connties — 
Applications  from  Local  Authori- 
ties for  Government  Assistance, 
Committee  of  Inquiry — Date  of 
Report,  etc,  Apr.  22,  936. 

Hospitals,  Establishment  and  Main- 
tenance in  Congested  Areas — 
Legislation  proposed,  Apr,  11, 
18  ;  Apr,  17,  543. 

Lewis  and  Stornoway  Telegraph  Ser- 
vice—Laying Alternative  Cable 
proposed,  Insanitary  Condition  of 
Telegraph  Offices,  etc,  Apr,  18, 
687. 

Mallaig  Mail  Service  -  Unsatisfactory 
Steamer  Service,  Terminating 
Contract  with  Mr.  MacBrayne 
proposed,  Apr.  24, 1190,  1191. 

Medical  Officers,  Number  in  Crofting 
Counties  not  poesefsing  Public 
Health  Diplomas,  Apr,  24, 1194. 

Moray  Firth.  Trawlers  Hsbing  under 
a  Foreign  Flag  in  reabty  the 
property  of  Giiinsliy  Txawl 
Owners,  Apr,  18,  654. 

Soath  African  War— Peace  Negotiations, 
Law  of  the  late  Transvaal  Republic 
requiring  delegates  to  refer  Terms  of 
Peace  to  Commandoes  in  the  field, 
Apr,  22,  924. 

Transvaal  Loan  of  1892,  British 
Government  paying  Coupons  in 
January  and  July,  1901-Non-pay- 
ment  in  Joly  1900,  Apr.  18,  641. 


Vol  106.] 


West  Ham 

Board  of  Guardian? — Person   elected  as 
Guardian  for   one    Ward   whil^t   in 
Office  for  another,  Question  of  Dis- 
qualification. 
Q.    Apt',  ^4,  1193. 

West  Ham  Qas  Bill 

c.  Con.*  Apr.  J 4,  123. 

SVL*  Apr,  77,511. 
/.  IfL"  Apr  IS,  (m, 

2r.*  Apr.  ii5,  1314. 

West  Hampshire  Water  Bill 

/.  Keport*  Apr  21,  774. 
3r.^  Apr.  ^J.  1314. 

West  India  Docks 

Naval    Store    DepAt — Re  vaccination   of 
Workmen,  Placing  disabled  men  on 
Light  Work,  etc. 
Q.     Apr.  .il,  803. 

West  Indies 

Sugar     Industry  --  Grant-in-Aid     from 

ail 
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A^.    11 — Aff)'.    25. 

Whitley,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Halifax] 

Com,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Duty  on— Budget 
PropOi»a],  Apr.  J  J,  1054. 


Imperial  Funds. 

Assistance    of     Indian    Native    and 

Mauritius  Sugar   Growers,    pro-  I  Wine 


Wflson,  Mr.  John  [Falkirk  Burghs] 

Cual  Export  Duty— Inferior  Coal,  etc  , 
Unequal  Incidence  of  Duty,  Apr.  14, 
222. 

Transvaal  Financial  Resources — Capacity 
to  bear  the  Cost  of  the  War,  Apr.  I4, 
220. 

Wilson,  Mr.  John  [Glasgow,  St.  Rollox] 

Army  Veterinary  Service,  Hank,  Pay, 
and  Promotion — Differences  between 
Medical  and  Veterinary  Services, 
Apr.  ^4,  nil. 

Wilson,  Mr.  S.  [York,  E.  R.,  Holdemess] 

Corn,  Grain,  Meal,  etc.,  Re-imposition  of 
Registration  Duty,  Bud^^et  Proposals 
— Contracts,  Exemption  of  existing 
Contracts  from  Duty,  proposed,  Apr. 
15,  281. 


paned. 

Q.     Apr.  22,  932. 

Budget  Statement  and  Debate,  Apr.  14 
174. 

Objections  to  the  Policy  of  GranU-in- 
Aid. 

Os.  Mr.  Dillon.  Apr.  15,  300  ; 
Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  304 ;  Mr. 
Lough,  Apr.  21,  819 ;  Mr. 
Coghill,  857. 

Westminster  Abbey 

Trees     between     the    Abbey     and     St. 
Margaret's     Church,      Lopping     of 
Branches. 
Q.     Apr.  18,  651. 

Wheati 

Duty  on.  Budget  Proposal,  see  title  Com, 
Grain,  Meal,  etc. 

Whip 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill — Unauthorised  use  of  Member's 
Name  on  Whip. 
Os.     Mr.  J.  Ellis,  Apr.  22,  912 ;  Mr. 
Forster,  913. 

White  Star  Steamship  Oompany 

Atlantic  Shipping  Trust,  see  that  title. 

White.  Mr.  O.  [Norfolk,  N.W.] 

Vaccination     Exemption     Certificates  — 
Grimstone    Magistrates   refusing    to  ; 
grant  Certificates,  Apr.24,\\^.  \ 

Whiteley,  Mr.  O.  [York,  W.  R.,  Podsey]     1 

Beer  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  23,  1110. 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  New  Rules.        | 

Priority  of  Govemmeot  Business — 
Notice  of  Suspension  of  Order, 
proposed,  Apr.  i/,  57. 

Supply  Business  Apr.  25, 1406. 

Substituting  Monday  for  Thnrs- 
day,  proposed,  Apr.  11,  73. 
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Revenue   derived    from.    Decrease    in — 
Budget  Statement,  Api\  14,  166. 

Wireless  Telegraphy 

Government  Monopoly,  Question  of. 

Os.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  IS,  701 ;  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  704. 

Marconi  System. 

Iceland,  Communication  with  by  the 
Marconi  System,  proposed. 
O.    Mr.  Bryce,  Apr.  IS,  693. 

Lighthouse    Stations,   etc..    Use   of 
Marconi  Apparatus,  proposed. 
Os.    Sir  J.  Leng,  Apr.  IS,  692 ; 
Mr.  A.  Chiunberlain,  704. 

Marconi's,  Mr.,  Patent,  Question  of 
Validity. 
Os.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  18, 
701  ;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain 
704 ;  Mr.  W.  Allan,  705. 

Post  Office  Attitude  towards— Per- 
manent Officials  who   mieht  be 
described  as  *'  Permanent  Obstruc- 
tionists " 
0.    Sir  J.  Leng,  Apr.  18,  691. 

Post  Office  Relations  \i'iih — Expendi- 
ture   on    Wireless    Telegraphic 
Experimente,  etc 
Oh.     Mr.    Norman,   Apr.    18, 
700, 705 ;  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
•  lain,  703. 
Q.    Aj^.  17,  17. 

Wolff.  Mr,  O.  W.  [Belfast,  E  ] 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill— Instruction  to 
Committee,  Apr.  17,  492. 

Wolseley,  Viscount 

South  Africa,  Visit  to— Refusal  of  FacUi- 
ties  to  visit  Battlefields,  alleged. 

Q.    Apr.  24,  1172. 


